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INTRODUCTION  TO  ST.  RONAN'S  WELL. 


Tub  novel  wliich  ftillowi  ra  «pon  a  plan  difTcrent  from  any 
otli«r  tlut  Ui*9  iiutlH»r  iuia  ever  writien,  nltiiouvti  it  ii  iierlibp* 
tiM  RHMC  le^liiuntu  Which  reiau:*  lo  litm  kinU  uf  liglit  litura- 
t  .re. 

It  it  intended,  in  a  wonl-cvMrare  dimesUea  facta— X*\  five  an 
initatHin  of  tlie  »hi(\ing  numnen  of  our  own  time,  and  paint 
«i.-«nu«.  \Uv.  ohfrinali  of  which  are  daily  peiwinir  ruund  ua,  ao 
tliat  a  loiiiuie'*  obacrvation  may  comiiare  the  cupiv*  witli  tlie 
original!*.  It  mtut  be  ctNirewed  that  this  style  or  coiniMiaitiuo 
wu  a.ioptnd  by  tlie  author  rattier  from  tlie  tempting  cimim- 
ftLuicu  of  itj  oAtfini:  aoroe  novelty  in  his  com|Ni«iiion«,  and 
atuiduv  worn  out cliaract4*r«  and  |M>sitioni,  than  from  tli«  ho|ie 
VI'  nk-allinf  tho  uiniiy  formidable  competitors  who  have  already 
"-'•n  de«erviMl  htm«mrii  in  tint  dei>artaneiiL  Tlie  laditw,  in  par^ 
ticMlar,  f  ified  by  nature  with  keen  powera  of  observation  and 
lk:lit  «atire,  have  t>een  ao  distinfutshed  by  tlieae  works  of  !«• 
Mil,  tluit,  reckoning  frnin  the  authoress  of  Kvelina  lo  her  of 
Morriaxe,  a  caialocuo  might  be  iiiado,  including  the  brilliaot 
and  talcfik-d  aamcs  of  Edgewortli,  Austin,  Charlotte  Smitli, 
and  t»th«rs.  .wltoee  Minc«*ss  tieems  to  have  appropriated  this  pro- 
%inctt  of  tlie  aevel  qk  exclusively  their  own.  it  wad  tlierefore 
witli  a  *en*«  of  temerity  tliat  the  author  intruded  upon  a  species 
rf  C4MniNriitio«  which  had  been  of  late  practised  with  such  die- 
tinrui»httd  Bucei-M  This  conscioutneiM  was  lost,  however, 
tinkler  tlic  neocMSity  of  seeking  for  novelty,  without  which,  it 
VLx  mach  tu  lie  ai«prehended,  Mrh  repeatcnd  incursions  on  liis 
part  wuuUi  nauMwtri  the  long  indulguiit  iiublic  at  tlie  last 

Tin;  Ki-JMie  rhoiwii  for  the  autiior's  little  drama  of  modem  lifts 
vui  aniiiieral  mivihit,  micIi  tk*  are  to  be  found  in  b«itli  divisions 
«ri  ritain,  and  which  are  supplied  with  the  usual  materials  for 
mkHNninir  liralth.or  driving'  awa/  cnre.  The  invalid  often  Ands 
rrlief  from  Ins  complaints^  Ivsm  from  tlie  healing  virtues  of  the 
Spa  itself,  tlian  because  his  system  of  ordinary  life  undergoes 
•u  «atiiv  change,  in  his  beinc  removed  from  his  leger  andac- 
couul'biNik:*— irnai  his  legal  folios  and  prognMses  of  title-deeds 
— fruiB  liu  counters  and  sltelves,— from  whatcter  else  forms  the 
mam  Niuree  of  his  constant  anxiety  at  home,  destroys  his  appe- 
tite, roars  tJie  custoui  of  his  ezerriae,  fteranges  the  digestive 
powem.  and  clogs  up  tlie  springs  of  life.  Thither,  too,  oumea 
III*-  •wunterer,  anxious  to  set  rid  of  tluit  wearianme  attendant 
kitaaeif.  and  ibither  come  both  males  and  females,  who,  upon  a 
ditlereni  iihnciple.  desire  to  make  tliemMelves  double. 

Tlie  Miriety  of  such  places  is  regulated.  l>y  their  very  natare^ 
«Pon  a  sehcfine  aiaeli  «H>re  indulgent  than  f  hat  which  rules  the 
morUl  of  fashioti,  and  tlie  narrow  circles  of  rank  in  the  metro- 
polis. Tiw  iitle*  of  rank,  birth,  aiid  fortune,  are  received  at  a 
walvrtng  iHace  willwut  any  very  strict  investigation,  as  ade- 
quate tu  die  puriHMe  for  which  titey  are  preferred  ;  and  as  tlie 
situation  infers  a  ceruin  degree  of  intiaiacy  and  sociability  for 
Che  time,  m»  to  wliotever  heights  it  nay  have  been  i-arried,  it  is 
not  aodcriitood  to  imply  any  duration  beyond  the  length  of  the 
season.  No  intimacy  can  be  supposed  more  close  for  the  time, 
and  more  transitory  in  its  endurance,  tlian  that  which  is  at- 
tached to  a  wateriiiff^Hare  acquaintance.  The  novelist,  tliere- 
fiire.  who  tees  apon  such  a  scene  for  his  lale,  endeavours  to 
flifplay  a  speeies  of  society,  wliere  tlie  strongest  contrast  of 
hamoroas  riiaraeters  ao6  manners  may  be  brought  to  bear  on 
ami  i!lu4trate  each  other  with  lexs  violation  of  probability,  than 
eoukj  be  Mpposed  lo  attead  tlie  samomiaeellauoous  asserablafe 
Hi  any  otlier  sitoation. 

In  wrh  scenes,  too,  are  frequently  mingled  characters,  not 
a»niy  rsdicul'iu*.  butdanfcroutaiid  hateful.  Tlieaaprinci|>led 
gaoiester,  IIm'  beanieM  furtune-hunier,  all  those  who  eke  («il 
(l«ir  Ricnns  of  subMsceacc  by  peiidering  to  the  vices  and  follies 
of  the  rich  and  pay,  who  drive,  by  their  van'ous  arts,  foibles 
Hito  tnme*,  aud  impradenre  into  acts  of  ruinous  madneas,  are 
tu  be  found  wliere  tlieir  vietiaM  naturally  resort,  with  the  same 
entaiaiy  lliat  eiuri«<«  are  gatliered  together  at  tlie  place  of 
stavghiej'.  By  this  tlie  autluii  takes  a  f  mat  advantage  for  the 
«isin3^TBont  of  his  story,  particularly  in  its  darker  and  more 
wlauelwily  iiassaeea.  The  impostor,  tlie  gambk>r,  aJI  who  live 
lufMK  «{Hm  tlie  skirts  of  society,  or,  like  vermin,  thrive  by  its 
nmiiKiiifis,  are  t«»  be  found  at  such  retreats,  when  they  eaaily. 
a«J  SB  a  mutter  of  course,  mingle  with  those  dupes,  who  miaht 
eUMruTMe  Jiava  ascaned  tiiair  snaroa.    But  beeides  Uiooe  cba- 

B 


rae.ters  who  are  actuaPy  dangerous  to  society,  a  well-freqtMnted 
WHtcring-pince  genvmlly  •  xhibits  for  the  omusuincnt  of  tlia 
comimny,  oiid  tite  perplexity  and  atnarenient  of  the  more  iii" 
experience*!,  a  sprinkling  of  |>cr:<oiM  called  by  Ihe  newspa* 
pers  eccentric  characters— individuals,  namely,  who,  eitlier 
from  some  real  derangement  of  tlieir  understanding,  or,  mudi 
more  frttiuoiitly,  from  an  excess  of  vanity,  are  ambitious  of  dia- 
tingiiishing  tliemselvus  by  some  striking  i^eculiarity  in  drcos  or 
address,  conversation  or  manners,  and  perhaiw  in  all     Tlieaa 


afteciatioiis  are  usually  adopted,  like  Drawcansir's  extravogan- 
CCS,  to  show  iMe^  dart;  aiiu  I  must  needs  say,  tlioae  wliopro* 
fess  Ihcm  are  more  fh.'quently  to  be  found  among  the  Eofftiali, 


than  among  Uie  natives  of  eitlier  of  tlie  otiier  two  divisiona  of 
the  united  kingdonis.  Tlie  reason  probably  is,  that  tlie  enn- 
sciousness  of  wealth,  and  a  sturdy  feeling  of  indepeiidenoa, 
whirJi  generally  pervade  ihe  English  nation,  are,  in  a  f<<w  iodivi* 
duals,  I  ervericd  into  abtJirdily,  or  at  least  i>eculiariiy.  Tlie  witty 
Irishman,  on  ihe  contrary,  adanta  his  teiieral  behaviour  to  that 
of  the  best  society,  or  that  which  he  Uiiiiks  such ;  nor  ia  it  anr 
liart  of  tlie  shrewd  8e<it*s  national  character  unneoesaarily  t» 
draw  upon  himself  public  attention.  Tlieaa  rules,  liowevor.  on 
not  without  tlieir  cxcepti<ins ;  for  we  And  men  of  every  oonntry 
playing  the  eccentric  at  tlieae  independent  resorts  of  tlia  f^r 
and  tlie  wealtliy.  wliem  every  oua  enjoys  the  licenaa  of  dotaff 
what  is  good  in  his  own  eyes. 

It  scarce  needed  these  ouvioos  remarks  to  justify  a  novdial'a 
choice  of  a  wateringj)lace  as  tlie  scene  of  a  fictitious  nanativa. 
Unqueationahiy.  it  aflords  every  variety  of  character,  mixed  U»- 
getlier  in  a  manner  which  cannot,  without  a  breacli  of  proba- 
bility, be  supposed  to  exist  elsewliere ;  neither  can  it  be  denied 
tliat  in  the  concourse  whicti  such  miscellaneous  coltectiona  of 
persons  nflTord,  events  jpxtremely  different  from  those  of  tlm 
quiet  routine  of  ordinary  life  may.  and  often  do,  take  ptaee. 

It  is  not,  however,  sufficient  lliat  a  mine  be  in  itself^  ricb  ml 
easily  acoeasible ;  it  is  necessary  that  IIm:  engineer  wlio  ex* 
plores  it  sliould  himself,  in  mining  phrase.  Iih««  an  acenrain 
knowledge  of  Ihe  eowitrf,  and  possess  tlie  skill  neceosary  to 
work  it  to  advantage.  In  this  respect,  Uie  auUior  of  8l.  Ronan'a 
Well  conM  not  be  termed  fortunate.  His  liabits  of  lifb  had  not 
led  him  much,  of  late  yeara  at  least,  into  iis^neral  or  bustlinff 
scenes,  mir  had  he  mingled  often  in  the  society  which  c — *'''- 
the  observer  to  "  shoot  folly  as  it  flies."  Tlie  cooseqi — 
liaps  was.  that  tlio  characters  wanted  tliat  force  and  . 
which  can  only  bg  giv-en  by  a  writer  who  is  fkmiliarly  aeqiinint- 
ed  with  his  subject.  Tlie  autlior,  however,  had  tlie  aatiafka- 
tion  to  chronicle  his  testimony  against  tlie  practice  of  itBH 
bline,  a  %-ice  which  the  devil  has  contrived  to  rrader  all  hii 
own.  since  it  is  deprived  of  wliatever  pleada  an  auologT  fiw 
othOT  vices,  and  is  founded  entirely  on  the  cold-blooded  calea- 
lation  of  tlie  most  exclusive  selfishness.  The  character  of  tlM 
traveller,  meddling,  self- important,  and  what  tlie  ladiea  enll 
f^issinf ,  but  yet  generous  and  benevolent  in  his  purpoaea,  w«a 
partly-taken  from  iiaiure.  The  story,  being  entirely  modern, 
cannot  require  much  ex  Sanation,  after  what  has  been  here  gi- 
ven, either  in  Uie  shape  of  notea,  or  a  more  prolix  i        " 


It  may  be  mnorked,  tliat  the  English  critics,  in  many  ii 

ees.  though  none  of  great  Influence,  pursued  8L  Ronan'a  Wtlt 
with  hue  and  cry,  many  of  the  friiteniity  giving  it  as  tlieir  <^ 
nioo  that  the  autlinr  had  exhausted  hinwelf,  or.  aa  the  taelin*- 
cal  pliraw  expresses  it,  written  himself  out ;  and  as  an  unusual 
tract  of  success  too  often  provokes  many  persons  to  mark  and 
exarcerate  a  slip  when  it  docs  occur,  tlie  author  was  publicly 
accused,  in  prose  and  verse,  of  having  committed  a  litorary  aai- 
cide  in  tins  unluippy  attempt.  Tlie  voices,  therefore,  wera, 
for  a  time,  against  Saint  Ronan's  on  the  aouUiem  lida  of  tlio 

In  the  author*a  own  country,  it  was  otherwise.  Manf  of  tho 
charactcra  were  reoiignised  as  genuine  Bcottish  portraita,  and 
Ihe  good  furluiie  which  had  hitherto  attended  tlie  prodnctioM 
of  tlie  Author  of  Waverley,  did  not  desert,  notwitlistandinf  IliO 
ominous  vatiejnations  of  lU  ccnsurara,  thia  new  attovpl,  u> 
though  out  of  his  orduary  style. 


ST.   RONAN'S   WELL. 


CHAPTER   I. 

AK  OLD-WOBLD  LA5DLADT. 

But  to  make  up  mr  tale, 
Slie  brewptli  food  ale. 
And  thererom  makeLb  wle. 

Skbltoii. 

Altrotgh  few,  if  any,  of  the  countnes  of  Europe, 
cave  incfeased  bo  rapidly  in  wealth  and  cultivation  as 
SoodQnd  during;  the  last  half  century,  Sultan  Mah- 
nunid's  owls  niixht  nevertheless  have  found  in  Calc* 
iniia,  it  any  term  within  that  flourishing  period. 
tbeir  dowery  of  ruined  villages.  Accident  or  local 
idvanuges  have,  in  many  instances,  transferred  tho 
lohabitants  of  ancient  hamlets,  from  the  situations 
which  their  predecessors  chose  with  more  respect  to 
Mcuntf  than  convenience,  to  those  in  which  their  in- 
ereawi^  industry  and  commerce  could  more  easily. 
I  eipand  itself;  and  hence  places  which  stand  dis- 
lioguished  in  Scottish  history,  and  which  figure  in 
Divid  Mcpherson's  excellent  historical  map,  can  now 
onljr  be  discerned  from  the  wild  moor  by  the  verdure 
whwh  clothes  their  site,  or  at  best,  by  a  few  scattered 
niina.  resembling  pinfolds,  which  mark  the  spot  of 
diea-  former  existence. 

The  little  vijlage  of  St.  Ronan's,  though  it  had 
not  yet  fallen  into  the  state  of  entire  oblivion  we 
hare  described,  was,  about  twenty  years  since,  fast 
«rnnng  towards  it  The  situation  had  something  in 
it  ao  ronvmtic,  that  it  provoked  the  pencil  of  every 
M»ing  tourist;  and  we  will  endeavour  therefore,  to 
<ie«cnb9  it  in  language  which  can  scarcely  be  less 
intelligible  than  some  of  their  sketches,  avoiding, 
however  for  reasons  which  nvem  to  us  of  weight,  to 
give  any  more  exact  indicaticm  of  the  site,  than  that 
K  is  on  the  southern  side  of  the  Forth,  and  not  above 
thirty  miles  disunt  from  the  English  frontier. 

A  river  of  considerable  magnitude  pours  its 
rtnams  through  a  narrow  vale,  varying  in  breadth 
from  two  miles  to  a  fourth  of  that  distance,  and  which, 
being  cl>niiposed  of  rich  alluvial  soil,  is,  and  has  long 
been,  enclosed,  tolerably  well  inhabited,  and  cuT- 
Qvated  with  all  the  skill  of  Scottish  agriculture, 
tliihersideof  this  valley  is  bounded  by  a  chain  of 
hilla  which,  on  the  right  in  particular,  may  be  almost 
termed  mountains.  Little  brooks  arising  in  these 
ridges,  and  finding  their  way  to  tho  river,  offer  each 
HI  own  little  vale  to  the  industry  of  the  cultivator. 
Home  of  them  bear  fine  large  trees,  which  have  as 
ytt  escaped  the  axe,  and  upon  the  aides  of  most  there 
are  scattered  patches  and  friiiges  of  natural  copse- 
wood,  above  and  around  which  the  banks  of  the 
hiream  arise,  somewhat  desolate  in  the  colder 
months,  but  in  summer  glowing  with  dark  purple 
heath,  or  with  the  golden  lustre  of  the  broom  and 
gnrse.  This  is  a  sort  of  scenery  peculiar  to  those 
coantries,  which  abound,  likf>  Scotland,  in  hills  and  in 
•treams.  and  where  the  tr^  seller  is  ever  and  anon 
djKovering  in  some  intri.dte  and  unexpected  recess, 
a  simple  and  silvan  beauty,  which  pleases  him  the 
mAre,  that  it  seems  to  be  peculiarly  his  own  property 
MS  the  first  discoverer. 

In  one  of  those  recesses,  and  so  near  its  opening 
ti  to  command  the  prospect  of  the  river,  the  broader 
lalk^v.  and  the  opposite  chain  of  hills,  stood,  and, 
unlr-ss  neglect  and  desertion  have  completed  their 
Ki/rk.  stiir stands,  the  ancient  and  decoyed  village  of 
Nt.  R'>n4a's.  The  site  was  singularly  picturesque,  os 
*hf  stra^in^  street  of  the  village  ran  up  a  very  steap 
iilL  on  the  side  of  which  were  clustered,  as  it  were, 
spun  hule  Irmces.  the  cottages  which  composed  the 


place,  seeming,  as  in  the  Swiss  towns  on  the  Alps,  tu 
riso  above  each  other  towards  the  ruins  of  an  old 
castle,  which  continued  to  occupy  the  crest  of  the 
eminence,  and  the  strength  of  which  had  doubtless 
led  the  neighbourhood  to  assemble  under  its  walls 
for  protection.  It  must,  indeed,  have  been  a  place  of 
formidable  defence,  for,  on  the  side  opposite  to  the 
town,  its  walls  rose  straight  up  from  the  verge  of  a 
tremendous  and  rocky  precipice,  whose  base  was 
washed  by  Saint  Ronan's  biurn,  as  the  brook  was 
entitled.  On  the  southern  sid&  where  the  declivity 
was  less  precipitous,  the  ground  had  been  carefully 
levelled  into  successive  terraces,  which  ascended  to 
the  summit  of  the  hill,  and  were,  or  rather  had  been, 
connected  by  staircases  of  stone,  rudely  ornamented. 
In  peaceful  periods  these  terraces  had  been  occupied 
by  the  gardens  of  the  castle,  and  in  times  of  siege 
they  added  to  its  security,  for  each  commanded  the 
one  immediately  below  it,  so  that  they  could  bo 
separately  and  successively  defended,  snd  all  were 
exposed  to  the  fire  from  the  place  itself— a  massivs 
square  tower  of  the  largest  size,  surroimded,  as  usual, 
by  lower  buildings,  and  a  high  embattled  wall.  On 
the  northern  side  arose  a  considerable  mountain,  of 
which  the  descent  that  lay  between  the  eminence  on 
which  the  Castle  was  situated  seemed  a  detached 
portion,  and  which  had  been  improved  and  deepened 
by  three  successive  hnge  trenches.  Aiiother  very 
deep  trench  was  drawn  in  front  of  the  main  entrance 
from  the  east,  where  the  principal  gateway  formed 
the  termination  of  the  street,  which,  as  we  have 
noticed,  ascended  from  the  village,  and  this  last  de- 
fence completed  the  fortifications  of  the  tower. 
^  In  the  ancient  gardens  of  the  Castle,  and  upon  all 
sides  of  it  excepting  the  western,  which  was  preci- 
pitous, large  old  trees  had  found  root,  mantling  the 
rock  and  the  ancient  anfl  ruinous  walls  with  their 
dusky  verdure,  and  increasing  the  effect  of  the  shat- 
tered pile  which  towered  up  from  the  centre. 

Seated  on  the  threshold  of  this  ancient  pile,  where 
the  "proud  porter"  had  in  former  days  **rear'd 
himself^"*  a  stranger  had  a  complete  and  command- 
ing view  of  the  decayed  village,  the  houses  of  whicli. 
to  a  fanciful  imagination,  might  seem  as  if  they  had 
been  suddenly  arrested  in  hurrying  down  the  pre- 
cipitous hill,  and  fixed  as  if  by  magic  in  the  whim- 
sical arrangement  which  they  now  presented.  It 
was  like  a  sudden  pause  in  one  of  Amphion's  country- 
dances,  when  the  huts  which  were  to  form  the  future 
Thebes  were  jigging  it  to  his  lute.  But,  with  such  an 
observer,  the  melancholy  excited  by  K'le  desolate 
appearance  of  the  village  soon  overcame  all  the 
lighter  frolics  of  the  imagination.  Originally  con- 
structed on  the  humble  plan  used  in  the  building  of 
Scotch  cottages  about  a  century  ago,  the  greater 
part  of  them  Had  been  long  deserted ;  and  their  fallen 
roofs,  blackened  gables,  and  ruinous  walls,  showed 
Desolation's  triumph  over  Poverty.  On  some  huts 
the  rafters,  varnished  with  soot,  were  still  standinft 
in  whole  or  in  part,  like  skeletons,  and  a  few,  whollf 
or  partially  covered  with  thatch,  seemed  still  in- 
habited, though  scarce  habitable:  for  the  smoke  of 
the  peat-fires,  which  prcoared  the  humble  meal  of  the 
indwellers,  stole  upwards,  not  only  fi'om  the  chim- 
neys, its  regular  vent,  but  from  various  other  crevicw 
in  the  roofs.  Nature,  in  the  mean  while,  alwayir 
changing;  but  renewing  as  she  charmes,  was  supply- 
ing, by  the  power  of  vegetation,  the  fallen  and  decay- 
ing marks  of  human  labour.  Small  pollards,  whick 
had  been  formeriy  planted  around  the  little  gardoai* 

'  See  the  old  BaUad  of  Kinr  EaUneie.  io  Pbscy's  ReUtim. 
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had  now  waicd  into  iiiisc  and  high  forest  trws ;  the 
fhiit-tnrs  had  rxtcndird  thoir  nrnnchrs  over  the 
vergefl  of  the  little  yardis  and  the.  hitit^H  had  ahot 
np  into  huge  and  irregular  hunhf':*;  while  uuantitirs 
of  dock,  and  nettlis,  and  liendotk,  hidinu  tii«;  ruint^l 
M-allH,  wore  buifily  nmvertinq;  the  whole  vcvne  of 
dewilation  into  a  piotiireMiiK^  fortwt-hank. 

Two  h(nifi«?8  in  Si.  Ilt^ian^H  wen»  Hiill  in  Homothin^ 
like  decent  rcpnir;  iiiaccn  etiHeniiid  the  one  to  the 
^iritiml  wial  of  tin;  mhnbitanta,  the  otlier  to  the 
acconiniodation  of  iravrllers.  Theac  were  therlerj?y- 
inan'a  ninnpe,  iind  the  villai;*?  inn.  Of  the  former  we 
need  only  eay,  that  it  fornieil  noexceiuion  to  the  gene- 
ral rulehy  which  the  InndKl  proprietors  of  Scotland 
seem  to  procH'd  in  lodging  their  clerks  not  only  in 
the  cheapest,  hut  in  theu^lieHt  nnd  inoKt  inconvenient 
house  which  the  genius  of  masonry  can  contrive.  Jt 
had  the  usual  nuini>erof  chimneys— two,  nnniely— 
rising  like  nssc V  earn  at  either  umI.  which  answereil 
the  purpoK  for  which  they  were  aesijirned  as  ill  as 
usual.  It  had  all  the  orrlinar>-  leaks  and  inlets  to  the 
fiiry  of  the  elements,  which  usually  form  the  suhj(>ct 
of  the  complaints  of  a  Scottish  incumbent  to  his 
brethren  of  the  presbytery ;  and,  Ui  complete  the  pic- 
ture, the  clor^ryman  being  a  bachelor,  the  pigs  had 
unmolested  admission  to  the  garden  and  court-yard. 
broken  windows  were  repaired  with  brown  napcr,  and 
the  disordered  and  stiunlid  appearanceof  a  low  fann- 
house,  occupied  by  a  bankrupt  tenant,  dishonoured 
the  dwelling  of  one,  who,  besides  his  clerical  chnrac- 
ter,  was  a  scholar  and  a  gentleman,  though  a  Uttleuf 
a  humouriNt. 

Beside  (he  manse  stood  the  kirk  of  St.  Ron  an*  s,  a 
little  old  mansion  with  a  clay  Hoor,  and  an  osstrniblagi> 
of  wretched  pews,  originally  of  carved  ouk,  but  heed- 
fully  clouted  with  white  nr-dcal.  But  the  external 
form  of  the  church  was  elegant  in  the  outline,  having 
been  built  in  Catholic  times,  when  we  cannot  deny 
to  the  forms  of  t>ccleHiastical  architecture  that  grace, 
which,  as  good  Protestants^  we  refuse  to  their  doc- 
trine. The  fal)ric  hardly  raised  its  gray  and  vaulted 
roof  among  the  crumbling  hillsof  mortality  by  which 
it  was  surrounded,  and  was  indeed  so  small  in  size, 
and  so  much  lowered  in  heiqht  by  the  graves  on  the 
outside,  which  ascended  halt  way  up  the  low  Saxon 
windows,  that  it  might  itself  have  appeared  only  a 
funeral  vault,  or  mausoleum  of  larser  size.  Its  little 
■luare  tower,  with  the  ancient  beifry,  ak>ne  distin^ 
guished  it  from  such  a  monument  But  when  the 
gray-headed  beadle  turned  the  keys  with  his  shaking 
hand,  the  antiquary  was  admitted  into  an  ancient 
building,  which,  from  the  style  of  its  architecture,  and 
some  monuments  of  the  Mowbravs  of  St  Ronan^s, 
which  the  old  man  was  accustomed  to  point  out,  was 
generally  coiyectured  to  bo  as  early  as  the  thirteenth 
century. 

These  Mowbrays  of  St.  Ronan'a  seem  to  have  been 
at  one  time  a  very  powerful  family.  They  were  allied 
to.  and  friends  of  the  house  of  Douglas^  at  the  time 
when  the  overgrown  power  of  that  heroic  race  made 
the  Stewarts  tremble  on  the  Scottish  throne.  It  fol- 
lowed that,  when,  as  our  old  n a?/ historian  expresses 
it,  "no  one  dareu  to  strive  with  a  Douglas,  nor  yet 
with  a  Douglas's  man,  for  if  he  did,  he  was  sure  to 
come  by  the  waur,"  the  family  of  St.  Ronan's  shared 
their  prosperity,  and  became  lords  of  almost  the  whok; 
of  the  rich  valley  of  which  their  mansion  commanded 
the  prospect  But  upon  the  turning  of  the  tkle,  in  the 
reign  of  James  II.,  they  became  despoiled  of  the 
greater  part  of  those  fair  acquisitions,  and  succeeding 
events  reduced  their  importance  still  farther.  Never- 
theless, they  were,  in  the  middle  of  the  seventeenth 
onntury,  Btill  a  family  of  considerable  note ;  and  Sir 
Reginald  Mowbray,, after  the  unhappy  battle  of  Dun- 
bar,  distinguished  nimseif  by  the  obstinate  defence  of 
the  Castle  against  the  arms  of  Cromwell,  who,  in- 
censed at  the  opposition  which  be  had  unexpectedly 
encountered  in  an  obscure  comer,  caused  the  fortress 
to  be  dismantled  and  blown  un  with  gunpowder. 

After  this  catastrophe  the  old  Castle  was  abandoned 
to  ruin  i  but  Sir  Reginald,  when,  like  Allan  Ramsay*8 
Sir  William  Worthy,  he  returned  after  the  Revolution, 
built  himself  a  house  in  the  fashion  of  that  later  age. 
which  he  prudently  suited  iu  mxo  to  ibe  diminiehed 


fortunes  of  his  family.  It  was  situated  about  the  mid 
die  of  the  village,  whofte  vicinity  wn^«  iu)t  in  ihoaedayn 
judged  any  iiieunvenience,  uiwin  a  tifot  ol  fuuuud 
more  level  than  wnsji  precented  by  the  n  Hi  of  tiie  ac- 
clivity, where,  us  we  waui  btfnre,  :lie  hoiisi «  wero 
iiotehefi  as  it  wre  into  the  side  of  iheAttMi  Lank, 
with  litlle  more  level  ground  nb^iut  iht-m  than  the 
spot  ocriipieii  by  their  >nv.  But  the  Laird's  hou»; 
}iiid  a  eoijii  in  front  mid  a  Miiiill  uufUii  behind,  eon- 
neetcd  wiih  unothir  garden,  which,  o^vupyiii;;  thnx; 
terraeeK  dtscendeii,  in  i-niuintion  of  t}ii>  orchards  of 
the  old  f.'nMie,  nliiKisr  to  llie  b:ink>«  of  the  titreiiiii. 

The  family  eontiniifd  to  iiiluibit  this  m  w  nii  ^suas*; 
until  aUiut  filfy  year*  before  the  eoinnKncenieiit  of 
our  hi.Htory,  wh'-n  it  was  niueh  dauiauiij  by  a  eaMia! 
lire;  and  lh(  I.ninI  of  the  day.  having  just  hucce<'d(-(l 
to  a  more  [ill  atcint  nnd  eonimiMliouH  d willing  at  the 
distance  of  about  threi-  miU-N  fn>m  the  vill:ige,  deti  r- 
niined  to  abandon  the  habiintion  of  hi%>  anrtbtor:^.  Atf 
he  cut  down  at  the  tfiinie  time  an  ancient  rookery, 
(perhaps  to  defniy  the  exfitn-M's  of  the  migration,)  it 
iM-came  a  coinniuu  remark  among  the  country'  folk, 
that  the  decay  of  St.  Ronan's  began  wlicn  Laird 
Lawrence  and  the  crows  flew  off. 

The  deseri^i  mannon,  however,  was  not  consigned 
to  owls  and  birtis  of  the  desert;  on  the  contrar)'.  for 
many  years  it  witnesi<ed  more  fun  and  fesiivity  ilian 
when  It  bud  been  the  H)iiibro  abode  of  a  aruve  S(.*oi- 
tish  Baron  of  "auld  lang  syne."  In  snort,  it  was 
coiivertixi  into  an  inn,  and  marked  by  a  hujL^c  sign, 
rniresentinu  on  the  one  fide  St.  Ronan  ratching  liokl 
of  the  deviTs  game  hg  with  his  Kpi«e(ipai  crook,  as 
the  story  may  be  nnd  in  his  veracious  kgi  nd,  and  on 
the  other  the  Mowbray  arms.  It  was  by  far  the  best 
freiiuented  public  houhe  in  that  vicinity:  and  a  thou- 
sand stories  wen>  told  of  the  reveln  which  had  lueen 
held  within  its  walls,  and  the  gambols  achieved  under 
the  influence  of  its  lH]uora.  All  tiiis,  however,  had 
long  since  passed  away,  according  to  the  lines  in  my 
frontispiece, 

"  A  mcrrr  plar**,  'twa*  naid,  in  daft  of  yore . 

Bui  MMuethinr  ail'd  it  dow,— the  place  wa«  eunea. 

The  worthy  couple  (servants  and  favcuriw^  of  the 
Mowbrav  family)  who  first  kept  the  inn,  had  died 
reasonably  wealthy,  after  long  carrying  on  a  flourish- 
ing  trade,  leading  behind  tnem  an  only  daughter. 
They  had  acouirt^l  by  degrees  not  only  the  pniperty 
of  the  inn  itself;  of  which  they  were  origmally  tenants, 
but  of  some  remarkably  good  meadow-land  by  the 
side  of  the  brook,  which,  when  touched  by  a  litlle  pe- 
cuniary neci^eity,  the  LainJs  of  St.  Ronan's  had  dis- 
posed of  piece-meal,  as  the  readiest  way  to  portion  off 
a  daughter,  procure  a  commission  for  the  younger 
son,  and  the  hke  emergencies.  So  that  Meg  Dods^ 
when  she  succeeded  to  her  parents,  was  a  consider- 
able heiress,  and,  as  such,  had  the  honour  of  refusing 
three  topping  fanners,  two  bonnct-Iairds,  and  a  horse- 
couper,  who  successively  made  proposals  to  her. 

Alany  bets  were  laid  on  the  horst^-conper's  success, 
but  the  knowing  ones  were  taken  in.  Determined  to 
ride  the  foro-horse  hersi^lf,  Af  eg  would  admit  no  help- 
mate who  might  soon  assert  the  rights  of  a  master ; 
and  so,  in  single  blessedness,  and  with  the  despotism 
of  Queen  Bess  herselfl  she  rulixi  all  matters  with  a 
high  hand,  not  only  over  her  men-servants  and  maid- 
servants, but  over  the  stranuer  within  her  gaiL-s.  who. 
if  he  ventured  to  oppose  Meg's  sovereign  will  and 
pleasure^  or  desire  to  have  either  fare  or  accommo- 
dation different  from  that  which  she  chose  to  provide 
for  him,  was  instantly  ejected  with  that  answer  which 
Krasmus  tells  us  silenn-d  all  complaints  in  the  Ger- 
man inns  of  his  time,  Q^arrt  aiiud  hMpitium  f*  or, 
as  Meff  e.Tpressed  it,  "Troop  aft'  wi'  ye  to  another 
public. '  As  this  anioimted  to  a  banishment  in  extent 
equal  to  sixteen  miles  from  Meg's  residence,  the  un- 
happy party  on  whom  it  was  passed,  had  no  other 
refuge  save  by  deprecating  the  wrath  of  his  landlady, 
and  rrsigning  himself  to  her  will  It  is  but  justice  to 
Meg  Dods  to  state,  that  though  hers  was  a  severe  and 
almost  despotic  government,  it  could  not  be  termed  a 

*  la  a  collooujr  nf  Gni»mu«.  railed  Ditenaric,  there  i*  a  w^ 
onaavnury  deanripiion  iif  a  (i«rinan  inn  of  tlie  period,  w^icrear. 
objection  of  the  twni  it  fln«WHriMl  in  the  maniiM-  oxpreucd  M 
the  ttxi-a  grstt  usaof  wantof  compctitioa  on  Uw  rua4. 
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ivnnny,  mnce  it  wnn  rxercisod,  upon  the  whole,  for 
ihegood  of  ihe  suhjert. 

The  vaults  of  the  old  Laird's  cellar  had  not,  even 
in  his  own  day,  been  rt'pleniphed  with  more  excellent 
winus;  the  only  ditftciilty  was  to  prevail  on  Meg  to 
look  for  ihe  pr«vise  liquor  you  cnosis— to  which  it 
Diay  be  added,  that  she  often  became  resiiA  when  she 
tho'is^ht  a  company  had  haii  **  as  much  as  did  them 
giioil,'*  and  refuflrtl  to  furnish  any  more  supplies* 
Thm  her  kitchen  was  her  pride  and  fslory :  she  looked 
to  \\u  ilressins  of  every  dish  herself,  and  there  were 
Mine  with  which  she  suffered  no  one  to  interfere. 
SiicJi  were  the  cock-a-leeky,  and  the  savoury  minced 
ixJIops,  which  rivalled  in  Their  wav even  the  veal  cut- 
lets of  our  old  friend  Mrs.  Hall,  at  Porrybridge.  Meflfs 
table-linen,  bed- linen,  and  so  forth,  were  always 
homr-inodcs  of  ilie  best  quality,  and  in  the  best  order ; 
and  a  %veary  day  was  that  to  the  chambermaid  in 
which  her  lynx  eye  discovered  any  neglect  of  the  strict 
rleanlincss  which  she  constantly  enforced.  Indeed, 
tx^nsideringMefz'saountry  and  callin;?,  we  were  never 
9b\v  to  account  for  her  extreme  and  scrupulous  nicety, 
unlew  by  supposing  that  it  at)i)rded  her  the  most  apt 
and  frequent  prf  trxt  for  scx)ldms  her  maids  j  an  exer- 
cise in  which  she  displayed  so  much  eloquence  and 
<-nen!y,  that  we  must  needs  believe  it  to  have  been  a 
favourite  one.* 

Wc  have  only  furtlicr  to  commemorate,  the  mode- 
ration of  Mci^'H  reckonings,  which,  when  they  closed 
Che  banquet,  often  relieved  the  apprehensions,  instead 
nt  saddening  the  heart,  of  the  risin^z  Kuest.  A  shilling 
for  breakfast,  three  shillings  for  dinner,  including  a 
pint  of  old  port,  eighteen  pence  for  a  snug  supper— 
■uch  were  the  charges  of  the  inn  of  iSt.  Konan's,  un- 
drr  this  landlady  ot  the  olden  world,  even  after  the 
DineU«nth  centuiy  had  commenced ;  and  they  were 
ever  tendered  with  the  pious  recollection,  that  her 
ftuod  father  never  chargtxl  half  so  much,  but  these 
weary  timm  renden:d  it  impossible  fur  her  to  moke 
The  la  wing  less.t 

Notwithstanding  all  these  excellent  and  rare  pro- 
perties, the  inn  at  Saint  Ronnn's  shared  the  di^-ay  of 
the  villiiae  to  which  it  belonged.  This  was  owing  t(» 
various  circumstances.  The  high-road  had  been 
turned  aside  from  the  place,  thesttHniiessof  the  street 
being  murder  (so  the  postilions  declared)  to  their 
post-norses.  It  was  thought  that  Meg's  stern  refusal 
to  treat  them  with  liquor,  or  to  connive  at  their  ex- 
rhaaging  for  porter  and  whiskv  the  corn  which  should 
ftitd  then-  rattle,  had  no  small  influence  on  tlie  opi- 
nion of  thos(>  respectable  gentleincii,  and  that  a  little 
oittinz  and  levelling  would  have  madt*  the  ascent 
easy  enough ;  but  let  that  pass.  This  alteration  of 
the  highway  was  an  injury  which  M(!g  did  not  easily 
forgive  lo  the  country  gentlemen,  most  of  whom  she 
had  nrcollectod  when  children.  "  Their  fathers,"  she 
•Olid,  **  wad  not  have  done  the  like  of  it  to  a  lone  wo- 
man." Then  the  decay  of  the  village  itself,  which 
had  formerly  contained  a  set  of  feuars  and  bonm  t- 
la:rds,  whts  under  the  namit  of  the  CliinipF)ing  (Hub, 
rnnihveij  To  drink  twopenny,  ({uallficd  with  brnndy  or 
whisky,  at  least  twice  or  thnw  a  week,  wa.f  some 
finall  loss. 

The  temper  and  manners  of  the  landlady  scared 
away  all  riistomt-rs  of  that  nuuierf.'us  class,  who  will 

'ThiM  eirnini*tnnrc'  »howii  of  it»iir.  llmt  thr  Mrr  DoiIk  of 
At*  111';  rnnniil  Lr  ii1*'niilir(l  with  tir>r  niiiiiO'<akt>  J<*niiy  UoxU, 
■rf-o  k^nt  tho  ina  at  Muw/ntu,  on  Dw  Pt-elile^  mad  :  fhr  Joniif', 
hf  Attfff^n;  friim  iwr  lii>roiiii*.  wn^  unmnirlit'il  fi*t  n  fclntlerii. 

•T»in  »as  oni\*rynlljr  the  wim!  in  S'-i»ilan(l  furijr  or  flfty 
f^M  •;»:  and  *o  liulu  UHn  r.luirci-i  fur  n  dunn'fltin'M  living 
*it*n  :tit!  antiHfr  t«>niinv  f^Mt  aojnaiiiri-d  «ith  the  mud,  that  a 
•'Miiifk?  nr  pirltlft-n  twrrro  xtnn  inimcifiit  iNmnl  wniroM  fur  a  mnn- 
■^-vtnL,  whim  a  mtmi  would  not  now  nnnwpr  Hut  iHirpoMS.  It 
f  inh-  ihft  rjiiiitf  of  tlir!«;  r^tii^iimlili'  rhHrfrt;ii  reidiMl  ui>on  a  |irin- 
riT4e  «Q>iftllr  anjU!(t  to  llii*  landlord,  aii'l  imujiivi*ni«>nt  lu  tli^ 
n>^t.  Till'  luniitiird  did  not  «>xi><'Ct  to  taako  HPf  thini;  u|mjii 
t»i.«  rtor?*f  for  fntin-  wliirh  lim  hill  nmtiinrd  ;  in  coiir>uU>ni- 
T.*.n  ofwliirh.  Ilif  rit^^nl  wiis  I'lrMTtmi  tf>  drm';  mi>re  wim;  than 
n.:«hr  I.-*-  runvrnuMit  or  ntfrpfMhle  to  him.  "/nr  the  good."  ai«  it 
va«  rrllnd.  "'if  t.',e  #9a«e*'  Tli»  Inmllurd  indmd  wast  willinc 
■nd  pcaily  to  a««ijit,  in  tliin  ditty,  cwry  strnni;or  who  raim>  wilhm 
^l•  ft^ca.  Ottter  thini;*  wvru  in  promirtion.  A  cliAr^v  fur  lodir- 
<r^.  An*,  and  rnndU',  wan  lonr  a  thin"  uidnHira  i>f  in  Scotland. 
A«ni<:ir.x  to  th9  li<^>rniaid  itMtlrd  nil  kiirIi  connitlvmtiiHiii. 
V*.  rnwfi  meninrandurnri  uf  1790,  tlmr  n  vfiunir  mnn.  with  two 
pna-MaM  ■  MTvine  lad,  miKht  trati-l  from  the  tHiuwf  uf  uni 
Mr«  Hoda  to  .inoiliur,  Uirouih  muat  port  uf  dctttlaiHi,  for  abwil 
tmmmx  tfilUB«s  A-da|. 


not  allow  originality  to  be  an  excuse  for  the  breach  of 
decorum,  ano[  who.  little  accustomed  iwrhaps  to  at- 
tendance at  home,  love  to  |ilay  the  great  man  at  bd 
inn,  and  to  have  a  certain  number  of  bows,  dcferen* 
tial  speeches,  and  apologies,  in  answer  to  the  O— d 
d— n  ye's  which  they  bestow  on  the  house,  attend- 
,ance,  and  entertainment  Unto  those  who  com* 
menced  this  sort  of  barter  in  the  Clachan  of  Saint 
Ronan's,  well  could  Meg  Dods  pay  it  back,  in  thdr 
r»wn  coin;  and  glad  they  were  lo  escape  from  the 
house  with  eyes  not  quite  scratched  out,  and  ears  not 
more  deafened  than  if  they  had  been  within  hearing 
of  a  pitched  battle. 

Nature  had  formed  honest  Meg  for  such  encoun- 
ters ;  and  as  her  noble  soul  delighted  in  them,  so  her 
outward  properties  were  in  what  Tony  Lumpkin 
calls  a  concatenation  accordingly.  She  nad  hair  of 
a  brindled  colour,  betwixt  black  and  gray,  which  was 
apt  to  escape  in  elf-locks  from  under  tier  mutch  when 
she  was  thrown  into  violent  agitation^ong  akinny 
hands,  terminatt^i  by  stout  talons— gray  eyes,  thin 
lips,  a  n>bust  person,  a  broad,  though  nai  chest,  capi- 
tal wind,  and  a  voice  that  could  match  a  choir  offish- 
women.  8he  was  accustomed  to  say  of  herself  in  her 
more  gentle  mo(xls,  that  her  bark  was  worse  than  her 
bile;  but  what  teeth  could  have  matched  a  tongue^ 
which,  when  in  full  career,  is  vouched  to  have  been 
heard  from  the  Kirk  to  the  Castle  of  Saint  Ronan'a? 

These  notable  gifts,  however,  had  no  charms  for 
the  Travellers  of  these  light  and  giddy-paced  timea^ 
and  Meg's  inn  became  le^s  and  less  frequented. 
What  carried  the  evil  to  the  uttermost  was,  that  a 
fanciful  Indy  of  rank  in  tho  neighbourhood  chanced  to 
recover  of  some  imaginary  cornplaint  by  the  use  of  a 
mineral  well  about  a  mile  and  a  naif  from  the  village ; 
a  fashionable  doctor  was  found  to  write  an  analyst 
of  the  healing  waters,  with  a  hst  of  sundry  cures:  a 
speculative  biiild*jr  took  land  in  feu,  and  erected  lodg- 
ing-houses, shopi,  and  even  streets.  At  length  a  ton- 
tine sulncription  vas  obtained  to  erect  an  inn,  which, 
fi)r  the  moff  grace,  was  called  a  hotel ;  and  so  the 
dc'MTlion  of  Meg  Dods  became  general.* 

Siie  had  still,  however,  her  friends  and  well-wiahera^ 
many  of  whom  thought,  that  as  she  was  a  Ioim 
woman,  and  knowo  to  bo  well  to  pass  in  tho  world, 
she  would  act  wisely  to  retire  from  public  life,  and 
t«(ke  down  a  sign  wh'ich  had  no  longer  fascination  for 
^:iL>sts.  But  Meg's  spirit  scorned  submission,  direct  or 
implied.  **Hcr  fathtT's  door,"  she  said,  "  should  be 
opiMi  to  the  mad,  till  her  father's  bairn  should  be 
stref'kit  and  carried  out  at  it  with  her  feet  foremost. 
It  was  not  for  the  profit— there  was  little  profit  at  it ; 
—profit  ?— there  was  a  dead  loss ;  but  she  wad  not  be 
dung  by  any  of  them.  They  maun  hae  a  hottle,t 
maun  ihcy?- and  an  honest  public  canna  serve  them ! 
Tliev  may  bottle  that  likes;  but  they  shall  see  that 
Lucky  Dods  can  bottle  on  as  langas  the  best  of  them 

*  In  Srotland  a  viijrwie  ix  erected  upon  a  vperioi  of  laadriflil, 
I  VTry  «iilf*>rfnt  from  the  cnprhold  tio  fYciiicnl  in  Gnfland.  Everjr 
biivnatiuii  or  :ial«  of  jandt-d  property  mam  be  anadc  in  thrilMps 
of  r  feudal  ronvifyanee.  and  the  party  who  acquires  it  lioldg 
tiipreliy  an  ahMiluw  and  perfect  rielit  of  proiicrty  in  tlie  flef, 
while  hu  dj^charire^  Uie  Ntipulation't  of  the  vaaul,  and.abovt 
ail.  pay*  Uu>  feu  dutii'ii.  Tlio  vafnl  or  tenant  of  tli»  »iti>of  the 
enMllojit  rotTBce  lioldit  liif<  iioneiMion  am  alMolulely  as  the  pro- 
priclor,  of  whoM  large  twtaic  it  I*  pi:rhapii  innuoe  a  perceptilile 
portion.  By  dint  of  rxreilcnt  lawui,  this  MUtiiies,  or  det'dn  or  de- 
livery of  Hiich  tii'fa,  are  placed  on  nrc^frd  in  Mich  order,  that  everf 
burdnn  afr<-riii)|r  tlie  property  ran  be  rren  Tor  iMiymcnt  of  a  very 
mouerali'  (v»* ;  «<*  tint  a  perwm  ppiMiainc  to  knd  miNiey  Hpoo  it, 
knowd  exactly  the  iiatarR  and  eilMit  of  hia  iiecurity. 

Kriun  Uic  nature  of  thi^M*  landriirliio  t>einf  m  explicit  onJ  M- 
run>.  the  Scottish  |)copli;  havi>  bifn  l«^d  topotertam  a  jealomf 
of  huihiinc  IcHiMii,  of  however  loti;  duration.  Not  lonr  mgo,  • 
en^Ht  landt'd  pniprieior  took  the  latter  mixle  of  dupe 
dotiM*  irround  D«8r  n  thriving  town  in  Uie  weal  countri 


en^Mt  landt'd  pniprieior  took  the  latter  mixle  of  diipoainc  uf 
dotiM*  irround  near  n  thriving  town  in  Ihe  weal  country.  Tlie 
number  of  yearn  in  f  h<-  leaae  wbj  iM'ttIrd  at  nine  hundred  and 
iiiiH-ty  ninr.  All  wan  airreiid  to,  and  the  di^ed*  wnre  ordered  to 
tx-  drawn.  But  the  tpciant,  an  )m  walked  down  tlie  avenee,  to- 
itnii  to  reflert  Uiat  tho  leaae,  Ihoairti  mi  very  lonv  **  to  Im  al- 
tTHMt  perpetual,  nevprtlioli'W  had  a  tcnnination ;  and  that  mdu 
the  laiHMi  of  a  thmiHaiid  yiHint,  lacking  mm,  tiie  conneiion  of 
hiii  family  and  n'preacnlatiwp  with  the  «Matt'  would  CHaae.  Ha 
tmik  a  t]UAlm  at  Uir  ihouf  ht.  of  tlie  iue«  to  bi>  raitained  by  his 
pmierity  a  thiMMind  vearn  henoe  ;  and  |p>iii(f  bark  to  tlie  hooia 
of  tho  peiilleinnn  who  fcupd  the  ffroiind,  Im  demanded,  aik" 
readily  obtained,  the  additional  term  of  fifty  )-ear#  to  be  addea 
to  thi>  icaio. 

t  Thi«  tiallin  word  (hotel)  was  first  Introduced  in  firotlsaa 
durin«  the  aullior'a  eliiidliuud,  and  waa  ao  imwouocsil  bf  Jht 
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*--ay,  though  they  had  made  a  Tamtcen  of  it,  and 
Ihikit  aw  their  bn*jithfl  of  lives,  whilk  are  in  thtir  nos- 
inla,  on  end  of  i!k  other  like  a  string  of  wild-ffoese, 
and  the  lungest  Hvorbruick  a',  iwhilk  was  sinful  pre- 
auniption,)  she  would  match  ilk  ane  of  them  as  hnK 
■8  her  ain  wind  held  out."  Fortunate  it  was  for  Mir^^ 
since  she  had  formed  this  doughty  resolution,  that 
although  h-.Tinn  had  decayed  in  custom,  her  land  had 
risen  in  value  in  a  decree  which  more  than  compen- 
sated the  balance  on  the  wrong  side  of  her  book^ 
and.  joined  to  her  usual  providence  and  economy, 
finabled  her  to  act  up  to  her  lofty  purpose. 

She  prosecuted  her  trade  tou  with  every  attention 
to  its  diminisht>d  income ;  shut  up  the  windows  of 
one  half  of  her  house,  to  baffle  the  tax-gatherer ;  re- 
trenched her  furniture  ;  discharged  her  pair  of  post- 
horses,  and  pensioned  ofi'  the  old  humplMicked  pos- 
tilion who  drove  them,  retaining  his  services,  however, 
aa  an  assistant  to  a  still  more  a^  hostler.  To 
console  herself  for  restrictions  by  which  her  pride  was 
secretly  wounded,  she  agreed  with  the  celebrated 
Dick  Tinto  to  re-paint  her  father's  sign,  which  h?d 
become  rather  undecipherable ;  and  Dick  accordingly 
gikled  the  Hishop's  crook,  and  augmented  the  horrors 
of  the  Devil's  aspect,  until  it  became  a  terror  to  all  the 
younger  fry  of  the  school-house,  and  a  sort  of  visibUt 
illustration  of  the  terrors  of  the  arch-enemy,  with 
which  the  minister  endeavoiu^  to  impress  their  infant 
minds. 

Under  this  renewed  symbol  of  her  professmn,  Meg 
Doda,  or  Meg  Dorts,  as  she  was  popularly  termed,  on 
account  of  her  refractory  humours,  was  still  patronised 
by  some  steady  customers.  Such  were  the  members 
of  the  Killnakelty  Hunt,  once  famous  on  the  turf  and 
in  the  field,  but  now  a  set  of  venerable  gray-headed 
sportsmen,  who  had  sunk  from  fox-hounos  to  basket- 
beagles  and  coursing,  and  who  made  an  easy  canter 
on  their  quiet  nags  a  gentle  induction  to  a  dmner  at 
Meg's.  "  A  set  of  honest  decent  nen  they  were," 
Meg  said ;  "  had  their  sang  and  ther  joke— and  what 
lor  no  7  Their  bind  was  iust  a  Sects  pint  over-head, 
and  a  tappithen  to  the  bill,  and  no  man  ever  saw 
them  thewaur  o't.  It  was  thae  cockle-brained  ca)- 
lanta  of  the  present  day  that  would  be  mair  owerta'en 
withapuirquart  thandouoe  folk  were  with  a  magnum." 

Then  there  was  a  set  of  ancient  brethren  of  the 
angle  from  Edinburgh,  who  visited  i:$aint  Ronan's 
fivquently  in  the  spring  and  summer,  a  class  of  guests 
pecoKarly  acceptable  to  Meg,  who  permitted  them 
more  lautude  in  her  premises  than  she  was  known 
to  allow  to  any  other  oody.  "  They  were,"  she  saiil, 
"pawky  auld  carles,  that  kend  whilk  side  their  bread 
was  buttered  upoiL  Yc  never  kend  of  ony  o*  them 
ganging  to  the  spring,  as  they  behoved  to  ca*  the 
stinking  well  yonder.— Na,  na— they  were  up  in  the 
morning— had  their  parritch^  wi'  maybe  a  thimblcfull 
<tf  brandy,  and  then  awa  up  into  the  hills,  eat  their  bit 
cauld  meat  on  the  heather,  and  come  hamc  at  e'en 
with  the  creel  full  of  caller  trouts,  and  had  them  to 
their  dinner,  and  their  quiet  cogue  of  ale,  and  their 
drop  punch,  and  were  set, singing  their  catches  and 
glees,  as  they  ca'd  them,  till  ten  o  clock,  and  then  to 
bed,  wi'  God  bless  ye— and  what  for  no  7" 

Tnmlly,  we  may  commemorate  some  ranting  blades, 
who  also  came  from  the  metropolis  to  visit  Saint  Ro- 
nan's, attracted  by  the  humours  of  Meg,  and  still 
more  by  the  excellence  of  her  liquor,  and  the  cheap- 
ness of  ner  reckonings.  These  were  members  of  the 
Helter  Skelter  Club,  of  the  Wildfire  Club,  and  other 
aasociations  formed  for  the  express  purpose  of  getting 
rid  of  care  and  sobriety.  Such  dashers  occasioned 
many  a  racket  in  Mec's  house,  and  many  a  bourasque 
m  Meg's  temper,  various  were  the  arts  of  flattery 
and  violence  by  which  they  endeavoured  to  get  sup- 
plies of  liquor,  when  Meg's  conscience  told  her  they 
(lad  had  too  much  alreadv.  Sometimes  they  failed, 
as  when  the  croupier  of  the  Helter  Skelter  got  him- 
self scakled  with  the  mulled  wine,  in  an  tinsuccessfid 
attempt  to  coax  this  formidable  virago  by  a  snliiie; 
and  the  excellent  president  of  the  Wildfire  received  a 
broken  Head  from  the  keys  of  the  cellar,  as  he  endea- 
voured topoe«esa  himself  of  these  emblems  of  author- 
ity. But  little  did  these  dauntless  ofiicials  cure  for 
ns  emberant  irolios  of  M«f[^s  temoer,  which  were  to 


them  only  "  pretty  Fanny's  way"— the  dulcft  Ama- 
rj/Uirfiit  irtr.  And  Meg,  on  her  part,  though  she  often 
called  them  **  drunken  m-'tr-do-wet^is,  and  thorough- 
bred High-stre<ft  blackguards,"  allowed  no  other  pcr- 
s/)n  to  Hpenk  ill  of  them  in  her  hennng.  "They  were 
daA  cailanlH,"  she  snid,  "and  that  wus  nil— wlK-n  ths 
drink  was  in,  the  wit  was  out— ye  could  not  put  an 
auld  head  upon  young  shouthcrt^— a  young  cowt  will 
canttT,  b<>  it  up-hdl  or  down— and  what  for  mo?"  was 
her  uniform  cor»clusion. 

Nor  must  wt>omit,  among  Meg's  steady  customers. 
*'  faithful  amom^t  the  unfnithfiil  found,"  the  copper- 
nosed  shcnfi-clerk  of  the  county,  who,  when  sum- 
moned hv  official  duty  to  that  -district  of  the  shir^*, 
warmi'd  oy  recollections  of  her  double-brewed  alr> 
and  her  generous  Antijynja,  alwsys  advertisi^l  that  his 
"  Prie\cs," '  or  "  Comptis,"  or  whatever  other  business 
was  in  hand,  were  to  proceed  on  such  a  day  and  hour. 
"  within  the  house  of  Margaret  Dods^  vintner  in  Saint 
Ronan's." 

We  have  only  farther  tonotito  Meg's  mode  of  con- 
ducting hersellto  wards  chance  traveilenu  who,  know- 
ing nothing  of  nearer  or  more  fashionable  accommo- 
dations, or  p^'rhaps  consulting  rather  the  Mate  of  tlieir 
purse  than  of  their  taste,  stumbled  upon  her  house  ot 
entertainment.  Her  reception  of  these  was  as  preca- 
rious as  the  hospitality  ot  a  .«avnge  nation  to  sailors 
shipwrecked  on  their  coast.  If  the  guests  seemed  to 
have  made  her  mansion  their  free  choice— or  if  shs 
liked  their  appearance  (and  her  taste  was  very  capri- 
cioDs)— alxive  all,  if  they  seemed  pleasrMl  with  what 
they  got.  and  little  disposed  to  criticise  or  give  trouble, 
it  was  all  ver>'  well.  But  if  thev  had  come  to  Saint 
Ronan's  because  the  house  at  the  Well  was  full— or 
if  she  disliked  what  the  sailor  calls  the  cut  of  their 
jib — or  if,  above  all,  they  were  critical  abojl  their 
accommodations,  none  so  likely  as  Meg  to  give  them 
what  in  her  country  is  called  a  floan.  In  fact,  she 
reckoned  such  persons  a  part  of  that  ungi*nerou8  and 
ungrateful  public,  for  whose  sake  she  was  keeping 
her  house  open  at  a  dead  loss,  and  who  had  left  her, 
as  it  were,  a  victim  to  her  patriotic  zeal. 
,  Hence  arose  the  difTen-nt  reiK)rts  concerning  ths 
little  inn  of  Saint  Ronan's,  which  some  favoured 
travellers  praised  as  the  neatest  and  most  comfortable 
old-fashioned  housi>  in  Scotlond,  where  you  had  good 
attendance,  and  good  cheer,  at  moderate  rates;  while 
others,  less  fortunate,  cpiild  only  talk  of  the  darkness 
of  the  rooms,  the  homeliness  of  the  old  furniture, 
and  the  detestable  bad  humour  of  Meg  Dods,  the 
landlady. 

Reader,  if  you  come  from  the  more  sunny  side  ot 
the  Tweed— or  even  if^  being  a  Scot,  you  have  had 
the  advantage  to  be  bom  within  the  last  twenty-five 
years,  you  may  be  induced  to  think  this  portrait  of 
Queen  Klizabeth,  in  Dame  Quickl/s  piqued  hat 
and  green  apron,  somewhat  overcharged  in  the  fea- 
tures. But  I  appeal  to  my  own  contemporaries,  who 
have  known  wheel-road,  bridle-way,  and  foot  path, 
for  thirty  years,  whether  they  do  not.  every  one  of 
them,  rememlier  Meg  Dods— or  somebody  very  like 
her.  fndeed,  so  rnuco  is  this  the  case,  that,  about 
the  period  I  mention,  I  should  have  been  afraid  tc 
have  rambled  from  the  Scottish  metropolis,  in  almost 
any  direction,  lest  I  had  lighted  upon  some  one  of  the 
sisterhood  of  Dame  Quickly,  who  mifzht  suspect  me 
of  having  showed  her  up  to  the  public  in  the  charac- 
ter of  Meg  Dods.  At  pn>sent,  though  it  is  possible 
that  some  one  or  two  of  this  peculiar  class  of  wild- 
cats may  still  exist,  Jtheir  talons  must  be  much  im- 
paired by  age;  and  I  think  thiy  can  do  little  more 
than  sit,  like  the  Giant  Pope,  in  the  Pilgrim's  Pro- 
gress, at  the  door  of  their  unfrequented  caverns,  and 
grin  at  the  pilgrims  over  whom  they  used  formerly  to 
execute  their  despotism. 


CHAPTER  II. 

THE   GtTEbT. 
Qnia  noru  liic  tiotpii  l-DUo  ofud  VirgUhm. 
Cli'aiD  maid  I  The  Gemman  in  lit«  fruiit  pnrionr  t 
BooTs'H  free  TrMMtlaOen  of  Uu  J~ 

It  was  on  a  fine  summer's  day  thnt  a  solitary  travel' 
Icr  rode  imder  the  oU-iashioned  archway,  and  aUgbtea 
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m  the  court-yard  of  Me?  Dods**  inn,  and  ddivered 
the  bridle  of  nis  horse  to  the  humpbacked  postilion. 
"  Bring  my  saddle-bags^"  he  said,  into  the  house— 
or  stay— I  am  abler,  I  thmk,  to  carry  them  than  yon." 
He  then  assisted  the  poor  meager  groom  to  unbuckle 
the  straps  which  secured  the, humble  and  nowde^ 
spiscd  convenicnccL  and  mean  time  gave  strict  charges 
tbat  his  horse  should  be  unbridled,  and  put  into  a  clean 
and  comfortable  stall,  the  girths  slacked,  and  a  cloth 
cast  over  his  loins;  but  that  the  saddle  should  not  be 
removed  until  he  himself  came  to  see  him  dressed. 

The  companion  of  his  travels  seemed  in  the  host- 
ler's eye  deserving  of  his  care,  betnc  a  strong  active 
horse,  fit  either  for  the  rood  or  field,  but  rather  high 
in  bone  from  a  long  iourney,  though  from  the  state  of 
his  skin  it  appeared  the  utmost  care  had  been  be- 
stowed to  keep  him  in  condition.  While  the  jgroom 
obe>'ed  the  stranger's  directions,  the  latter,  with  the 
raddle-bags  laid  over  his  arm,  entered  the  kitchen  of 
the  inn.  / 

Here  he  found  the  landlady  herself  in  none  of  her 
most  blessed  humours.  The  cook-maid  was  abroad 
on  Eome  errand,  and  Meg,  in  a  close  review  of  the 
kitchen  apparatus,  was  making  the  unpleasant  dis- 
covery, that  trenchers  had  been  broken  or  cracked, 
pots  and  saucepans  not  so  accurately  scoured  as  her 
precise  notions  of  cleanliness  required,  which,  joined 
to  other  detections  of  a  more  petty  description,  stir- 
red her  bfle  in  no  small  degree ;  so  that  while  she 
disarranged  and  arranged  the  bink^  she  maundered, 
in  an  under  tone,  complaints  and  menaces  against 
the  absent  delinquent 

The  entrance  of  a  guest  did  not  induce  her  to  sus- 
pend this  agreeable  amusement— she  just  glanced  at 
him  as  he  entered,  then  turned  her  back  short  on  him, 
and  contmued  her  labour  and  her  soliloquy  of  lament- 
ation. Truth  is,  she  thought  she  recognised  in  the 
person  of  the  stranger,  one  of  those  useful  envoys  of 
the  commercial  community,  called,  by  themselves 
■nd  the  waiters  lyavcUera,  par  excellence— by 
others,  Kiders  and  Bagmen.  Now  against  this  class 
of  customers  Meg  had  peculiar  prejudices ;  because, 
there  being  no  shops  in  the  old  village  of  Saint  Ro- 
nan's,  the  said  commercial  emissaries,  for  the  con- 
venience of  their  traffic,  always  took  up  their  abode 
tt  the  Sew  Inn,  or  Hotel,  in  the  rising  and  rival  vil- 
lage called  Saint  Ronan  s  Well,  imless  when  some 
straggler,  by  chance  or  dire  necessity,  was  compelled 
to  lodge  himself  at  the  Auld  Town,  as  the  place  of 
Meg's  residence  began  to  be  generally  termed.  She 
had.  therefore,,  no  sooner  formed  the  hasty  conclu- 
sion, that  the  individual  in  question  belonged  to  this 
obnoxious  cli^  than  she  resumed  her  former  occu- 

etioii,  and  continued  to  soliloouize  and  apostrophize 
r  absent  handmaidens,  without  even  appearing 
sensible  of  his  presence. 

"The  huzzy  Beenie— the  jaud  Eppie— the  deil's 
bnckie  of  a  callant !— Another  plate  gane— they'll 
break  me  out  of  house  and  ha* !" 

The  traveller,  who,  with  his  saddle-bags  rested  on 
the  back  of  a  chair,  had  waited  in  silence  for  some 
note  of  welcome,  now  saw  that,  ghost  or  no  ghost, 
he  must  speak  first,  if  he  intended  to  have  any  notice 
from  his  landlady. 

^You  are  my  old  acquaintance,  Mrs.  Margaret 
Dods  T*  said  the  stranger. 

"  What  for  no?— and  wha  are  ye  that  spcers  7"  said 
Meg.  in  the  same  breath,  and  oegan  to  rub  a  brass 
candlestick  with  more  vehemence  than  before— the 
dry  tone  in  which  she  spoke,  indicating  plainly  how 
liule  concern  she  took  in  the  conversation. 

"A  traveller,  good  Mistress  Dods,  who  comes  to 
take  up  his  lodgings  here  for  a  day  or  two." 

^  I  am  thinking  ye  will  be  mwta'en,"  said  Meg ; 
**  there's  nae  room  far  bags  or  jaugs  hem— pre've  mis- 
tm'en  vour  road  neighbour— ye  maun  e'en  bundle 
foursell  a  bit  farther  down  hill.^' 

"  I  see  you  have  not  got  the  letter  I  sent  you,  Mis- 
tress Dods  7"  said  the  guest 

"How  should  I,  man?"  answered  the  hostess: 
**  they  have  ta*en  awa  the  post-office  from  us— moved 
It  down  till  the  Spa-well  yonder,  as  they  ca'd." 

"Why,  that  is  bol  a  it9  ofl;"  obMrved  the 


"Ye  will  get  there  the  809ner,"  answered  the  hos- 
tess. 

"Nay,  but,"  said  the  guest,  "if  you  had  sent  (here 
for  my  letter,  you  wouldnave  learned" 

"  I'm  no  wanting  to  learn  ony  thing  at  my  yearn," 
said  Meg.  "If  folk  have  ony  thing  to  write  to  me 
about,  they  may  gie  the  letter  to  John  Hislop,  die 
carrier,  that  has  used  the  road  these  forty  years.  As 
for  the  letters  at  the  post-mistress's,  as  tlicy  ca'  her, 
down  by  yonder,  they  mav  bide  in  her  shop-window, 
wi'  the  snaps  and  oawoee  rows,  till  Beltane  or  I 
loose  them.  I'll  never  file  my  fingers  with  them.  Post- 
mistress, indeed  I— Upsetting  cutty!  I  mind  her  fu' 
wed  when  she  dree'd  penance  lor  ante-nup" 

Laughing,  but  interrupting  Meg  in  good  time  for 
the  character  of  the  post-mistress,  the  stranger  as- 
sured her  he  had  sent  nis  fishing-rod  and  trunk  to  her 
confidential  friend  the  carrier,  and  that  he  sincerely 
hoped  she  would  not  turn  an  old  acquaintance  out  of 
her  premises  especially  as  he  believed  he  could  not 
sleep  in  a  bed  within  five  miles  of  Saint  Ronan'a,  if 
he  knew  that  her  Blue  nnim  was  unengaged. 

"  Fishing-rod !— Auld  acquaintance !— Blue  room  1" 
echoed  Meg,  in  some  surprise;  and,  feeing  round 
upon  the  stranger,  and  examining  him  with  some  in- 
terest and  cunosity,— "  Ye'U  be  nae  bag-man,  then, 
after  a' 7"  -«        m    ««. 

"  No,"  said  the  traveller ;  "  not  since  I  have  laid 
the  saddle-bags  out  of  my  hand." 

"  Weel,  I  canna  say  but  I  am  glad  of  that— I  canna 
abide  their  yanking  way  of  knapping  English  at  every 
word.— I  have  kent  decent  lads  amang  them  too— 
What  for  no  7— But  that  was  when  they  stopped  op 
here  whiles,  like  other  douce  folk :  but  since  they  gaed 
down,  the  hail  flight  of  them,  like  a  stringer  wild- 
geese,  to  the  new-fashioned  hottle  yonder,  J  am  told 
there  arc  as  mony  hellicate  tricks  i^layed,  in  the  travel- 
lers' room,  as  they  behove  to  call  it,  as  if  it  were  fit' 
of  drunken  young  lairds." 

"  That  is  because  they  have  not  you  to  keep  good 
order  amone  them,  Mistress  Margaret." 

"  Ay,  lad  1 '  replied  Meg,  "j'e  are  a  fine  blaw-in-my- 
lug,  to  think  to  cuittle  me  oft  sac  cleverly !"  And^  fac- 
ing about  upon  her  guest  she  honoured  him  with  a 
more  close  and  curious  investigation  than  she  had  at 
first  designed  to  bestow  upon  him. 

All  that  she  remarked  was  m  her  opinion  rather 
favourable  to  the  stranger.  He  was  a  well-made 
man,  rather  aboxe  than  under  the  middle  size,  and 
apparently  betwixt  five- and- twenty  and  thirty  years 
of  age— for,  although  he  might  at  first  glance^  nave 
passed  for  one  who  had  attained  the  latter  poriod, 
yet,  on  a  nearer  examination,  it  seemed  as  if  the  burn- 
ing sun  of  a  warmer  climate  than  Scotland,  and  per- 
haps some  fatigue,  both  of  body  and  mind,  had  im- 
printed the  marks  of  care  and  of  manhood  upon  hia 
countenance  without  abiding  the  course  of  years. 
His  eyes  and  teeth  were  excellent,  and  his  other  fea- 
tures, though  they  could  scarce  be  termed  handsome, 
expressed  sense  and  acuteness;  he  bore,  in  his  aa- 
pect,  that  ease  and  composure  of  manner,  equally  void 
of  awkwardness  and  affectation,  which  is  said  em- 
phatically to  mark  the  gentleman;  and,  althougji 
neither  the  plainness  of  his  dress,  nor  the  total  want 
of  the  usual  attendants,  allowed  Meg  to  suppose  him 
a  wealthy  man,  she  had  little  doubt  that  he  was  above 
the  rank  of  her  lodgers  in  general.  Amidst  these  ob- 
servations, and  while  she  was  in  the  course  of  mak- 
ing them,  the  good  landlady  was  embarrassed  with 
various  ooscure  recollections  of  having  seen  the  ob- 
ject of  them  formerly ;  but  when,  or  on  what  occa- 
sions she  was  quite  unable  to  call  to  remembrance. 
She  was  particularly  puzzled  by  the  coki  and  sarcas- 
tic expression  of  a  countenance,  which  she  could  not 
by  any  means  reconcile  with  the  recollections  which 
it  awakened.  At  length  she  said,  with  as  much  cour- 
tesy as  she  was  capable  of  assuming;—"  Either  I 
have  seen  you  before,  sir,  or  some  ane  very  like  ye? 
—Ye  ken  the  Blue  room,  too,  and  you  a  stranger  ia 
these  parts  7" 

"Not  so  much  a  stranger  as  you  may  suppoae^ 
Meg,"  said  the  guest,  assuming  a  more  intimate  tone^ 
"  vfdea  I  call  myself  Prank  tSttsL" 

"Tirl!"  exclaimed  Jl^  wiih  a  Mme  U  wondtr^ 
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l''s  imposieible !  Voii  cannot  be  Pmncie  Tiri.  thn  wild 
callant  that  wns  tishinR  and  bird-m-Mtina:  hi;re  seven 
or  ei«ht  ycora  ayne— it  canua  be— Francic  was  but  a 

*'  But  add  neven  or  eight  years  to  fhnt  bo>'*s  life. 
Meg,"  said  the  stranger  gravely,  "  and  you  will  find 
you  nave  the  man  who  is  now  before  you." 

"fivcn  sae!"  said  Meg,  with  a  dance  at  the  reflec- 
tion of  her  own  countenance  in  the  copper  cotfee-got, 
nvhich  she  had  scoured  so  brightly  that  it  did  the  otiice 
of  a  mirror— "Just  e'n  sac— but  folk  maun  f<row  auld 
or  die.— But,  Maister  Tirl,  for  I  mauna  ca'  >'c  Francie 
now,  I  am  thinking" 

"Call  mc  what  you  please,  good  dame,"  said  the 
stranger ;  "  it  has  been  so  long  since  I  heard  anv  one 
call  me  by  a  name  that  sounded  hke  former  kinaness, 
that  such  a  one  is  more  agreeable  to  me  than  a  lord's 
title  would  be." 

"  Weel,  then,  Maister  Francie— if  it  be  no  offence  to 
you— I  hope  ye  are  no  a  Nabob  7" 

"Not  I,  I  can  safely  assure  you,  my  old  friend  ;— 
but  what  an  I  were  ?" 

"Naething— only  maybe  I  nii^ht  bid  ye  pang  far- 
ther, and  be  waur  served.— ^labob^  mdeed!  the 
country's  plagued  wi'  them.  They  have  nwsd  the 
price  of  eggs  and  pootry  for  twenty  miles  round— But 
what  is  my  business?— They  use  amaist  a'  of  them 
tiie  Well  down  by— they  need  it,  ye  ken,  for  the  clear- 
ing of  their  copper  complexions,  that  need  scouring 
as  much  as  my  saucepans,  that  naebody  can  clean 
but  mysell." 

"Well,  my  good  friend,"  said  Tyrrel,  "the  upshot 
of  all  this  is,  I  hope,  thai  I  am  to  stay  and  have  din- 
ner here  T' 

"What  for  nor'  replied  Mrs.  Dods. 

"  And  that  I  am  to  nave  the  Blue  room  for  a  night 
'' or  two— perhaps  longer?" 

"  I  dinna  ken  that,"  said  the  dame.—"  The  Blue 
room  is  the  best— and  they  that  get  neist  best,  are  no 
ill  aff  in  this  world." 

"Arrange  it  as  you  will,"  said  the  stranger,,  "I 
leave  the  whole  matter  to  you,  mistress.— Mean  time, 
I  will  gu  see  after  my  horse.*' 

"The  merciful  man,"  said  Meg,  when  her  guests 
had  left  the  kitchen.  "  is  merciful  to  his  beast.— He 
had  aye  something  about  him  by  ordinar,  that  e^llant 
—But  ell,  sirs!  there  is  a  sair  chance  on  his  eheek- 
liaffit  since  I  saw  him  last !— He  sail  no  want  a  good 
dinner  for  auld  lang  sync,  that  Teejen^ns^  for." 

Meg  S(>t  alM>ut  the  necessary  preparations  with  all 
the  natural  energy  of  her  dispositicin,  which  was  so  i 
much  exerted  u])on  her  culinary  cures,  that  her  two 
maids,  on  their  return  to  the  house,  escaped  the  bitter 
reprimand  which  she  had  been  pnRviously  connmj; 
over,  in  reward  for  their  alleged  slatternly  negligence. 
Nay,  so  far,  did  she  carry  her  complaisanc(\  that  when 
Tytre^  crossed  the  kitchen  to  recover  his  saddle-bags, 
me  formally  rebuked  Eppie  for  an  idle  taupie,  for  not 
carrying  the  gentleman's  things  to  his  room. 

"I  thank  you,  mistress,"  said  Tyrrel :  "  but  1  have 
aomc  drawings  and  colours  in  thest^  saddle-bags,  and 
I  always  like  to  carry  them  myself." 

"Ay.  and  are  you  at  the  painting  trade  yet?"  anid 
Meg ;  an  unco  slaister  ye  used  to  make  with  it  lang 
qme." 

"I  cannot  live  without  it,"  said  T>Trel ;  and  taking 
|he  saddle-bags,  was  formally  inducted  bv  the  maid 
into  a  snug  apartment,  where  he  soon  had  the  satis-  ' 
faction  to  behold  a  capital  dish  of  minced  collopsi, 
with  vegetables,  and  ajug  of  excellent  ale,  placed  on 
the  table  by  the  careful  hand  of  Meg  hersi'lf.  He 
could  do  no  less,  in  acknowledgment  of  the  honour, 
than  ask  Meg  for  a  bottle  of  the  yellow-seal,  "if  there 
was  any  of  that  excellent  claret  still  left." 

"Left?— ay  is  there,  walih  of  it,"  said  Meg;  "I 
dmna  gie  it  to  every  body— Ah !  Maister  Tirl^ye  have 
■ot  got  ower  your  auld  tricks !— I  am  sure,  u  yc  are 
painting  for  your  leeving,  as  you  say,  a  little  rum  and 
water  would  come  cheaper,  and  do  ye  as  much  good. 
But  ye  maun  hae  your  am  way  the  day,  nac  doubt,  if 
ye  should  never  have  it  again." 

Awav  trudged  Meg,  her  keys  clattering  as  she  went, 
and,  after  much  rummaging,  returned  with  such  a 
bouk  of  claret  as  no  fashionable  Uvom  could  have 


produced,  were  it  railed  for  br  a  duke,  or  at  a  duke's 
price  J  and  she  seemed  not  a  fittlc  gratified  when  her 
guest  asnured  her  that  he  had  not  yet  forgotten  its 
excellent  flavour.  She  retired  after  these  acts  of 
hospitality,  and  lef>  the  strangirr  to  enjoy  in  quii't  the 
excellent  matters  which  she  hud  placed  before  him. 

But  there  was  that  on  Tyrrel'*  mind  which  defied 
the  enlivening  power  of  good  cheer  and  of  wine,  which 
only  maketh  man*s  heart  {And  when  that  heart  has 
no  secret  opi^ression  to  counteract  its  influence.  Tyr- 
rel found  himself  on  a  spot  which  he  had  luved  in  that 
delightful  reason,  when  youth  and  high  spirits  awaken 
all  those  flattering  promises  which  arc  so  ill  kept  u> 
manhood.  He  drew  his  chair  into  the  embrasure  of 
the  old-fashioneil  window,  and  throwing  up  the  snsh 
to  enjoy  the  fresh  air,  suffered  his  thoughts  to  r».iurn 
to  former  days,  while  his  eyes  wandered  over  objects 
which  they  had  not  looked  upon  for  several  eventful 
years.  He  could  behohi  beneath  his  eye,  the  lower 
pare  of  the  decayed  villaue,  os  itM  ruins  peeped  from  the 
umbrageous  shelter  with  which  they  were  shrouded. 
Still  lower  down,  upon  the  little  holm  which  formed 
its  chureh-yiird,  was  seen  the  Kirk  of  Saint  Ronan's ; 
and  looking  yet  farther,  towards  the  junction  of  Saint 
Ronan's  burn  with  the  river  which  traversed  the  larger 
dale  or  valley,  he  could  see  whitened,  by  the  western 
sun,  the  rising  houses,  which  were  either  newly  fin- 
ished, or  in  the  act  of  being  built,  about  the  medicinal 
spring. 

"  Time  changes  all  around  us,"  such  was  the  coursf, 
of  natural  though  trite  reflection,  which  flowed  upon 
Tyrrel's  mind  ;  wherefore  should  loves  and  friend- 
ships have  a  longer  date  than  our  dwellings  and  our 
monuments?"  As  he  indulged  these  sorhbre  recol- 
lections, his  ofiScious  landlady  disturbed  their  teuour 
by  her  entrance. 

"  I  was  thinking  to  offer  you  a  dish  of  tea,  Maist^  r 
Francie,  just  for  the  sake  of  auld  lang  syne,  and  MI 
gar  the  quean  Beenie  brin^j^it  here,  ami  mask  it  mv- 
sell.— But  ye  arena  done  With  your  wine  yet  ?" 

"  I  am  indeed,  Mre.*Dods,"  answered  Tym^l ;  "  and 
I  bee  you  will  remove  the  bottle" 

"  Remove  the  bottle,  and  the  wine  no  half  drank 
out  !'*  said  Mag,  displeasure  lowering  on  her  brow : 
"  I  hope  ther(!  is  nae  fault  to  be  found  wi'  the  wine, 
Maister  Tirl?" 

To  this  answer,  which  was  put  in  a  tone  rest^in- 
bling  defiance,  Tyrrel  submissively  replied,  by  de- 
claring "  the  claret  not  only  uncjcceptionable,  but 
excellent." 

"  And  what  for  dinna  ye  drink  it,  then  ?"  said  Meg. 
sharply ;  "  folk  should  never  ask  for  mair  liquor  than 
they  can  make  a  gude  use  of.  Maybe  y<s  tiiink  wt 
have  the  fashion  of  the  table-dot,  as  tlicy  ca'  their 
newfanp[led  ordinary  down-by  yonder,  where  a'  tid- 
bits of  vinegar  cniets  are  put  awa  into  an  awinry,  a»> 
they  tell  me,  and  ilk  ane  wi'  the  bit  dribbles  of  svnd- 
ings  in  it,  and  a  paper  about  the,  neck  o't.  to  snow 
which  of  the  cuBtomera  is  aught  it— there  tney  stand 
like  doctor* 8 drags— and  no  an  honest  Scottish  mutch- 
kin  will  ane  o'  their  viols  baud,  granting  it  were  at 
the  fouest." 

"Perhaps,"  said  Tyrrel,  willing  to  indulge  the 
spleen  and  prqjudice  of  his  old  acquaintance,  "  pf;r- 
haps  the  wine  is  not  so  good  as  to  make  full  measure 
desirable." 

"  Ye  may  say  that,  lad— and  yet  them  that  sell  it 
might  afford  a  i^ude  pcnniworin.  for  they  hae  it  for 
the  makinjT— maist  feck  of  it  ne  er  saw  France  or 
Portugal,  nut  as  I  was  saying — this  is  no  ane  of 
their  newfangled  places,  where  wine  is  put  by  for 
thom  that  canna  drink  it— when  the  cork's  drawn  th^ 
bottle  maun  be  drank  out— and  what  for  no  ?— unless 
it  be  corkii." 

"  I  agree  entirely,  Meg,"  said  her  guest :  "  but  my 
ride  tr  -day  has  somewhat  heated  m^— and  I  think  the 
dish  of  tea  you  promise  me,  will  do  mo  more  good 
than  to  finish  my  bottle  " 

"Na,  then,  the  best  I  can  do  for  you  is  to  put  ii 
by^  to  be  aunuce  for  the  wild-duck  the  mom ;  for  1 
think  ye  said  ye  were  to  bide  here  for  a  day  or  twa.* 

"  It  is  my  very  purpose,  Meg,  unquestionably,"  re- 
plied TyrreC 
"Sae  be  it  theo,**  said  Mrs.  Dods;  "and  then  tbs 
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ikioor's  no  lost-Tit  has  been  nldom  tie  daret  as  that 
has  simmered  in  a  flauci-pan,  let  me  tell  you  thai, 
neighbour  ;^-and  I  mind  the  day,  when,  headach  or 
nae  headach,  ye  wad  hae  been  at  the  hinder*end  of 
that  tKittJe.  and  may  be  anither,  if  ye  coukl  have  got- 
ten it  wilcfl  out  of  me.  But  then  ye  had  your  cousin 
to  help  vou— Ah  I  he  was  a  blithe  bairn  that  Valen- 
tine Buimer!— Ye  were  a  cantv  callant  too,  Maister 
Frande.  and  muckle  ado  I  had  to  keep  ye  baith  in 
order  when  ye  were  on  the  ramble.  ButVe  were  a 
thoagfat  douccr  than  Valentine— But  O I  he  was  a 
bonny  laddie !— wi'  e*en  like  diamonds,  cheeks  Ukc 
roses,  a  head  like  a  heather-tap— he  was  the  first  I 
eter  saw  wear  a'  crap,  as  they  ca'  it,  but  a'  body 
cheats  the  barber  now— and  he  had  a  laugh  that  waa 
hae  raised  the  dead  I— What  wi*  flyting  on  him,  and 
what  wi*  laughing  at  him,  there  was  nae  minding 
onv  other  body  when  that  Valentine  was  in  the  house. 
—And  how  ia  your  cousin  Valentine  Bulmcr,  Maister 
PrancieT' 

Tynel  looked  down,  and  only  answered  with  a 
sigh. 

Ajr— and  is  it  even  sae  7**  said  Meg  c  "  and  has 
the  puir  bairn  been  sae  soon  removed  frae  this  fashions 
warid  ?— Ay— ay— we  maun  a'  gang  ac  gate— crackit 
qoart-fltouM  and  geisenM  bafrels--ieaky  quaighs  are 
we  a*,  and  canna  keep  in  the  liquor  of  nfe— Ohon, 
airs!— Was  the  puir  lad  Buimer  frae  Bu'mnr  bay, 
where  they  land  the  Hollands,  think  y&  Maister 
Prancte?- They  whiles  rin  in  a  pickle  tea  there  too— 
I  hope  that  ia  good  that  I  have  made  you,  Maister 
FVande?" 

''Ezcdlent,  my  good  dame,"  said  Tyrrel ;  but  it 
was  in  a  tone  of  voice  which  intimated  that  she  had 
pressed  upon  a  subject  that  awakened  some  unplea- 
sant reflections. 

**  And  when  did  this  puir  lad  die?"  continued  Meg, 
who  was  not  without  her  share  of  Eve's  qualities, 
and  wished  to  know  something  concerning  what 
seemed  to  affect  her  guest  so  particularly;  but  he 
disappointed  her  purpose,  and  authe  same  time  awak- 
ened another  tram  of  sentiment  in  her  mind,  by  turn- 
ing again  to  the  window,  and  looking;  upon  the  distant 
buUdings  of  Saint  Ronan's  Well.  As  if  he  had  observed 
for  the  first  time  these  new  objects,  he  said  to  Mistress 
Ooda  in  an  indiff<>rent  tone,  Vou  have  got  some  gay 
new  neighbours  yonder,  mistress." 

"  Neighbours  r  sakI  Meg,  her  wrath  beginning  to 
arise,  as  it  always  did  upon  any  allusion  to  this  sore 
aibjeci— "  Ye  may  ca'  them  neighbours  if  ye  like— 
Irat  the  deii  flee  awa  wi'  the  neighbourhood  for  Meg 
Dodsr 

"I  suppose,'*  said  Tyrrel,  as  if  he  did  not  observe 
ker  displeasure,  "  that  yonder  is  the  Fox  Hotel  they 
told  me  of?" 

•*The  Foxf  said  Meg:  "I  am  sure  it  is  the  fox 
that  has  carried  off  a'  my  geese.- 1  might  shut  up 
boose,  Maister  Francie,  if  it  was  the  thing  I  lived  by 
-me,  that  has  seen  a'  our  gentlefolk  bairns,  andgien 
them  snaps  and  sugar-biscuit  maist  of  them  wi^y 
ain  hand !  They  wad  hae  seen  my  father's  roof-tree 
fii*  down  and  smoor  me  before  they  wad  hae  gien  a 
boddle  a-piece  to  have  propped  it  up— but  they  could 
t'  l-nk  out  their  fifty  pounds  ower  head  to  bigg  a  hottle 
it  the  Well  yonder.  And  muckle  they  hae  made  o't 
—the  bankrupt  body,  Sandie  Lawson,  hasna  paid 
them  a  bawbee  of  four  terms'  rent." 

"  Surehr,  mistress,  I  think  if  the  Well  became  so 
fiunous  for  its  cures,  the  least  the  gentlemen  could 
have  done  was  to  make  you  the  priestess." 

"  Me  priesiess  I  I  am  nae  Quaker,  I  wot,  Maister 
Prancie ;  and  I  never  heard  of  alewife  that  turned 
preacher,  except  Luckie  Biirhan  in  the  west.*  And 
if  I  were  to  preach.  I  think  I  have  mair  the  spirit  of  a 
Scottishwoman,  than  to  prrarh  in  the  jirery  room 
they  h.ie  l»cen  dancing  in  ilka  night  in  the  week, 
Saturday  itMl  not  excepted,  and  that  till  twal  o'clock 
4t  night.  Na,  na,  Maister  Francie ;  I  leave  the  likf 
o'  that  to  Mr.  Simon  ChJittnriy,  as  they  ca*  the  bit 
prelatical  spri:?  of  divinity  from  the  town  yonder,  that 
plays  at  cardb  and  dances  six  days  in  the  week,  and 

*  THe  fcMMKlrmi  of  •  Met  eallMi  Bvohanitcfl ;  a  •»«€>••  of 
Joanaa  rtoutticoto,  who  lone  afW  death  wa«  o^pected  to 
■ai  hisd  Imt  diaeiplea  oa  Uie  road  to  Jenittlem. 


on  thm  seventh  reaas  the  Common  Praycr-oook  in 
the  ball-room,  with  Toul  Simson,  the  drunken  bar- 
ber, for  his  clerk." 

"1  think  I  have  heard  of  Mr.  Chatterly,'*  said 
Tyrrel. 

"  Ye'U  be  thinking  o*  the  sermon  he  has  pnnted," 
said  the  angry  dame,  "where  he  compares  their 
nasty  puddle  of  a  Well  yonder  to  the  pool  o(  Bethseda, 
like  a  fbul-mouthed,  fleeching,  £eather-headed  fule  as 
he  is !,  He  should  hae  kcnd  tnnt  the  place  got  a'  its 
fame  in  the  times  of  black  Popery ;  and  though  they 
pat  it  in  Sl  Ronan's  name,  I'll  never  believe  for  one 
that  the  honest  man  had  ony  hand  in  ir ;  for  I  hae 
been  tell'd  bv  ane  that  suld  ken;  that  he  was  nae  Rtv 
man,  but  only  a  Cuddie,  or  Culdee,  or  such  like.— But 
will  ye  not  take  anither  dish  of  tea,  Maister  Francie? 
and  a  wee  bit  of  the  diet-loaf,  raised  wi'  my  ain  frebh 
butter,  Maister  Francie?  and  no  wi'  greasy  kitchen- 
fee,  like  the  seedcake  down  at  the  confectioner's  yon- 
der, that  has  as  mony  dead  flees  as  carvy  in  it  Set 
him  up  for  a  confectioner !— Wi'  a  penni  worth  of  rye- 
meal,  and  aniiher  of  tryaele,  and  twa  or  three  carvy- 
seeds.!  will  make  better  confections  than  ever  cam 
out  of  his  oven." 

"I  have  no  doubt  of  that,  Mrs.  Dods,"  said  the 
guest ;  "  and  I  only  wish  to  know  how-  these  new 
oomera  were  able  to-  establish  themselves  against  a 
house  of  such  good  reputation  and  old  standing  as 
vours  ?— It  was  the  virtues  of  the  mineral,  I  dare  say ; 
but  how  came  the  waters  to  recover  a  character  all  at 
once,  mistress?" 

"I  dinna  ken,  sir— they  used  to  be  thought  good  for 
naething,  but  here  and  there  for  a  puir  body^s  bsim, 
that  had  gotten  the  cruelis,*  and  could  not  afford  a 
penni  worth  of  salts.  But  my  leddy  Penelope  Penfea- 
ther  had  fa' an  ill,  it's  like,  as  nae  other  body  ever  fell 
ill,  and  sac  she  was  to  be  cured  some  gate  naebody 
was  ever  cured,  which  was  naething  mair  than  was 
reasonable— and  my  leddy,  ye  ken,  has  wit  at  wull. 
and  has  a'  the  wise  folk  out  from  Edinburgh  at  her 
house  at  Windywa's  yonder,  which  it  is  her  Icddy- 
ship's  wull  and  pleasure  to  call  Air-castle— and  then* 
have  a'  their  different  turns,  and  some  can  clink 
verses,  wi'  their  tale,  as  wecl  as  Rob  Burns  or  Allan 
Rrimsay— and  some  rin  up  hill  and  down  dale,  knaii- 
ping  the  chucky  stancs  to  pieces  wi'  hammers,  like 
sae  mony  road-makers  run  daft— they  say  it  is  to  see 
how  the  warld  was  made !— add  some  that  plav  on 
all  manner  of  ten-stringerl  instruments— and  a  wneeii 
sketching  souls,  that  ye  may  see  perehed  like  craw» 
on  every  craig  in  the  country,  e'en  workingat  your  ain 
trade,  Maister  Francie;  forby  men  that  nad  been  in 
foreign  Darts,  or  said  they  had  been  there,  whilk  is  a' 
ane,  ye  Kcn  ;  and  maybe  twa  or  three  draggletailed 
'  kmisses,  that  wear  my  Leddy  Penelope's  follies  when 
she  has  dune  wi'  them,  aa  her  queans  of  maids  wear 
her  second-hand  claithes.  So,  after  her  leddyship** 
happy  recovery,  as  they  ca'd  it,  down  cam  the  hail 
tribe  of  wild-geese,  and  settled  by  the  Well,  to  dine 
thereout  on  the  bare  grund,  like  a  whecn  tinklera; 
and  they  had  sangs,  and  tunes,  and  healths,  nae  ' 
doubt,  in  praise  of  the  fountain,  as  they  ca'd  the  Well, 
and  of  Lfeddy  Penelope  Penfeathar ;  andj  lastly,  they 
behoved  a'  to  take  a  solemn  bumper  oi  the  spring, 
which,  as  I'm  tauld,  made  unco  havoc  amang  Uicm 
or  they  wan  hame ;  and  this  they  ca'd  picknick,  and 
a  plague  to  them !  And  sae  the  jig  was  begun*  after 
her  leddyship's  pipe,  and  mony  a  mad  measure  has 
been  danced  sin'  syne ;  for  down  cam  masons  and 
murgeon- makers,  an'l  preqcheraand  player-folk,  and 
E|.M8copalians  ana  M'^thodists,  and  fools  and  fiddlers, 
and  Papists  and  pie-bakers,  and  doctora  and  drug- 
stem  ;  by  the  shop  folk,  that  sell  trash  and  trumpery 
at  three  prices— and  so  up  pot  the  bonny  new  Well, 
and  down  fell  thehonrst  aulrl  town  of  Saint  Ronan's, 
where  blithe  decent  folk  had  bt'on  hearisome  eneugh 
for  mony  a  day  before  onv  o'  them  were  lx>rn,  or  onv 
sic  vapotirine;  fancies  kittled  in  thcircracked  brains.^ 

"What  said  your  landlord,  the  Laird  of  Saint  Ro- 
nan's, to  all  lhi{«?"  said  Tyrrel. 

**  la  t  my  landlord  ye  are  askinar  after,  Moister  h  ran- 
cie?— the  Laird  of  Saint  Ronan's  is  nae  landloidof 
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mine^  «im1  I  think  ye  misht  hae  mindad  th«t.— Na. 
na,  tnanlui  be  to  Praise !  Meg  D(idti  ia  baith  InndUnrd 
and  l&i\dleddy.  Ill  enough  to  kr^op  the  doors  open  as 
it  ia,  let  be  (nanfi  WhitsuiKiay  and  Martinmas— an 
auld  leather  pock  there  is,  Mowter  Fraiu-ie,  in  ane  of 
worthy  Maister  Bindloose  the  shcrifT-oierk's  pifieon- 
holesy  in  his  dowcot  of  a  rioset  in  the  burgh ;  and 
therein  is  baitb  charter  and  sasine,  and  special  service 
to  boot;  and  that  will  be  chapter  and  verse,  speer 
when  ye  hat." 

"I  had  quite  forgotten,"  said  Tyrrel  "  that  the  inn 
was  your  own ;  though  I  remember  you  were  a  conai> 
derablc  landed  proprietor." 

"Maybe  I  am,  replied  Meg,  "maybe  I  am  not; 
and  if  Ibe,  what  for  no  ?— But  as  to  what  the  Laird, 
whose  grandfather  was  my  father's  landlord,  said  to 
the  new  doings  yonder— he  just  jumped  at  the  ready 
iienny.  like  a  cock  at  a  groscrt,  and  feu'd  the  bonn  v 
holm  beside  the  Well,  that  they  caM  the  Saint- Well- 
holm,  that  was  like  the  best  land  in  his  aught,  to  be 
carved,  and  higgit,  and  howkit  up,  just  at  the  plea- 
sure or  Jock  Ashler  the  slane-mason,  that  ca's  nim- 
sell  an  arkiteck— there's  nae  living  for  now  words  in 
this  new  warld  neither,  nnd  that  is  another  vex  to 
aiUd  folk  such  as  me.— It's  a  shame  o'  the  young 
Laird,  to  let  his  auld  patrimony  gang  the  gate  it  s  like 
to  gang,  and  my  heart  is  sair  to  scet,  inough  it  has 
but  UtUe  cause  to  care  what  comes  of  him  or  his." 

**  Is  it  the  same  Mr.  Mowbray,"  said  Mr.  l^trel, 
**who  still  holds  the  estate  ?— the  old  gentleman,  you 
know,  whom  I  had  some  di9i>ute  with 

"About  hunting  moorfowl  uuon  the  Spring-well- 
head muirs  ?"  said  Meg.  "  Ah,  lad  !  honest  Mr.  Bind- 
loose  brought  you  neatly  off  there— \o,  it's  no  that 
honest  man«  but  his  son  John  Mowbray— the  t'other 
has  slept  down-by  in  Saint  Ronan's  Kirk  for  tliese  si-z 
or  seven  years." 

"  Did  he  leave."  asked  Tyrrcl.  with  something  of  a 
faltering  voke,  "no  other  child  than  the  present 

"No  other  son,"  said  Meg;  "  and  there'a  e'en 
eoeugh,  unless  he  could  have  left  a  belter  ane." 

"  He  died  then."  «aid  Tyrrei,  '*  excepting  this  son, 
without  children  T 

"  By  your  leave,  no,"  said  Mck  ;  "  there  is  the  lassie 
Miss  Clarn,  that  keeps  house  tor  the  Laird,  if  it  can 
be  ca*d  keeping  house,  for  he  is  almost  aye  down  at 
the  Well  yonder— so  a  sma'  kitchen  serves  them  at 
the  Shaws." 

"  Miss  Clara  will  have  but  a  dull  time  of  it  there 
during  her  brother's  absence?"  said  the  stranger. 

"Oiit  no!— he  has  her  aften  jinketing  about,  and 
back  and  lerward,  wi'  a'  the  fine  (licntering  fools 
that  come  yonder ;  and  clapping  palms  wi'  them,  and 
linking  at  their  dances  ana  daflings.  I  wuss  nae  iU 
come  o't,  but  it's  a  shame  her  father's  daughter 
should  keep  company  wi'  a'  that  scaufT  and  raff  of 
physic-students,  and  writers'  prt>nticc»i,  and  bagmen, 
and  sicliko  trash  as  are  down  at  the  Well  yonder." 

"You  are  severe,  Mrs.  Dods,"  replied  the  guest 
"  No  doubt  Miss  Clara's  conduct  deserves  all  sort  of 
ftvedom. 

"  1  am  aaying  naelhing  against  her  conduct,"  said 
the  dame ;  and  there's  nae  ground  to  say  ony  thing 
thatl  ken  of— Bull  wad  hae  like  draw  to  likcL  Maia- 
tor  Francic.  I  never  ouarrelied  the  ball  that  the  gen- 
try used  to  hae  at  my  bit  house  a  gude  whoen  years 
bygane— when  they  came,  the  auld  fo|)c  in  theur 
eoachea,  wi'  lang-tailed  black  horses,  and  a  wheen 
gailiard  gallants  on  their  hunting  horses,  and  mony 
•  decent  ivAdy  behind  her  ain  goodman,  and  mony  a 
bonny  smirking  lassie  on  her  pownio,  and  wha  sac 
happy  as  they— And  what  for  no  ?  And  then  there 
was  the  farmers'  ball,  wi'  the  tight  lads  of  yeomen 
with  the  bran  new  blues  and  the  buckskins— These 
were  decent  meetings— but  then  they  were  a*  ae 
man's  bairns  that  were  at  them,  ilk  ane  icend  ilk  other 
—they  danced  farmers  wi'  farmers'  dauirhters.  at  the 
ijuieb  and  gentles  wi*  gentles  blood,  at  the  I'other^n- 
IBSB  maybe  when  some  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  tCill- 
.nakelty  Club  would  gie  me  a  round  of  the  floor  my- 
wU,  in  the  way  of  dafiing  ond  fun,  and  me  no  able  to 
flyieon  them  tor  laughing— lam  sure  1  never  grudged 
those  innocent  pleasures,  although  it  has  cost  me 


maybe  a  week's  redding  up,  before  I  ||ot  the  better  of 
•the  confusion." 

"But,  dame,"  said  Tyrrel,  "  this  ceremonial  would 
he  a  little  hard  upon  strangtn^  like  myself,  for  how 
were  wc  to  find  partners  in  these  family  partiea  of 
yours?" 

"NeviT  you  fash  your  thumb  about  that  Maister 
Francie,"  returned  the  landlady,  with  a  knowing 
wink.—"  Every  Jack  will  find  a  JilL  gang  the  world 
as  it  may— and,  at  tlie  warst  o't.  better  hae  some 
fashery  in  finding  a  partner  for  tne  night,  than  get 
yoked  with  ane  that  you  may  not  be  able  to  shake  off 
the  mom." 

"  And  docs  that  sometimes  happen  7"  asked  the 
stranger. 

"  Happen  !— and  is't  amang  the  Well  folk  that  ye 
mean  ? '  exclaimed  the  hostess.  "  Was  it  not  tl>e  last 
season,  as  they  ca't,  no  farther  gan&  that  young  Sir 
Bingo  Binks,  the  English  lad  wi'  the  red  coat,  that 
keeps  a  mail-coach,  and  drives  it  himsell,  gat  cleekit 
with  Miss  Rachel  Bonnyrigg,  the  auld  Lrady  Loup- 
engirth's  long- legged  daughter— and  they  danced  sae 
lang  tliegither,  tliat  there  was  mair  said  than  suld 
hae  been  said  about  it— and  the  lad  would  fain  hai> 
louped  back,  but  the  auid  leddy  Md  him  to  his  tackle, 
and  the  Commissary  Court  and  somebody  else  made 
her  Leddy  Binks  in  spite  of  Sir  Bingo*s  heart- and  he 
has  never  daured  take  her  to  his  friends  in  England, 
but  they  have  juat  wintered  and  summered  it  at  the 
Well  ever  since— and  that  is  what  the  Well  ia  good 
for!" 

"And  does  Clara,— I  mean  does  Miss  Mowbray, 
keep  company  with  such  women  as  these?"  said 
Tyrrel,  with  a  tone  of  interest  which  he  checked  as 
he  proceeded  with  the  question. 

'What  can  she  do,  puir  thin^T'  said  the  dame. 
"  She  maun  keep  the  company  that  her  brother  keeps, 
for  she  is  clearly  dependent.— But,  speaking  of  that, 
I  ken  what  I  have  to  do.  and  that  is  no  little,  before 
it  darkens.  I  have  sat  clavering  with  you  ower  lang, 
Maister  Francie."    . 

And  away  she  marched  with  a  resolved  step,  aiid 
soon  the  clear  octaves  of  her  voice  were  hcaid  in 
ahrill  admonition  to  her  handmaidens. 

Tyrrel  paused  a  moment  in  deep  thought,  then 
took  his  hat,  paid  a  visit  to  the  stable,  where  his 
horse  saluted  him  with  feathering  ears,  and  that  low 
amicable  neigh,  with  which  that  animal  acknowledges 
the  approach  of  a  loving  and  beloved  friend.  Having 
seen  that  the  faithful  creature  was  in  every  respect 
attended  to,  Tyrrel  availed  himself  of  the  continued 
and  lingering  twilight,  to  visit  the  old  Castle,  which, 
upon  former  occasions,  had  been  his  favourite  eve- 
ning walk.  He  remained  while  Uie  light  permitted, 
admiring  the  prospect  we  attempted  to  de-scribe  in 
the  first  chapter,  and  comparing,  as  in  his  former 
reverie,  the  faded  hues  of  tne  glimmering  landacape 
to  those  of  human  life,  when  early  youth  and  hope 
have  ceased  to  gild  them. 

A  brisk  walk  to  the  inn,  and  a  light  supper  on 
a  Welsh  rabbit  and  the  dame's  home-brew«d,  were 
stimulants  of  livelier,  at  least  more  resigned  thquchts 
—and  the  Blue  bedroom,  to  the  honours  of  which  be 
had  been  promoted,  received  him  a  contented  if  not 
a  cheedid  tenant 
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Tliore  imut  be  fOTermnent  in  ail  aocietr— 
Bera  haw  their  Queen,  and  ataflMrds  have 
Rocne  liad  tier  ConMjiR,  Athenn  had  her  Arqhona, 


their  leader ; 


And  we,  »ir,  have  our  ilsana«iiig  Commiitre.      ^        _ 

Tkt  AlHu  4r  BL  JlMCB'S. 

Frakcis  Tvrbfl  was,  in  the  course  of  the  next  day, 
formally  settled  in  his  old  quarters,  where  he  an- 
nounced his  purpose  of  remaining  for  several  days. 
The  old-established  carrier  of  the  place  brought  hia 
fishing-rod  and  irnvelling-tnink,  with  a  letter  to  Meg, 
dated  a  week  previously,  desiring  her  to  prepare  to  re- 
ceivean  old  acquaintance.  This  annunciation,  thougt* 
something  of  the  latest,  Meg  received  with  great  com- 
placency,  observing  it  was  a  civil  attention  m  Maister 
Tirl  i  and  that  John  ^alop,  though  he  was  not  jusi 


Chap,  m.^ 
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•ae  fast,  was  far  surer  than  ony  post  of  thctn  a',  or 
express  either.  Shu  also  observGd  wiih  satisfaction, 
thai  there  was  no  gun-case  along  *\vith  her  guest's 
bog-'age ;  *'  fur  that  weary  ^nnin^  had  brought  him 
anri  hor  into  trouble— the  lairds  had  cried  out  upon't, 
as  if  she  made  her  house  a  howfff.)r  common  fowlers 
and  poachors ;  and  yet  how  could  she  hinder  twa  daft 
hempio  cnllants  from  taking  a  start  and  an  ower- 
loup  ?♦  They  hud  been  ower  the  neighbour's  ground 
they  had  leave  on  up  to  the  march,  and  they  werena 
just  to  ken  meiths  when  the  moorfowl  got  up." 

In  a  day  or  two,  her  guest  fell  into  such  quiet  and 
solitary  hahits,  that  Meg,  herself  the  most  restless  and 
bustling  of  human  creatures,  began  to  be  vexed,  for 
want  oi  the  tn.»uble  which  she  expected  to  have  had 
with  him,  experiencing,  perhaps^  the  same  sort  of  feel- 
ing fronn  his  extreme  and  passive  indifference  on  all 
points,  that  a  good  horseman  has  for  the  over-patient 
steed,  which  he  can  scarce  feel  under  him.  His  walks 
were  devoted  to  the  most  solitary  recesses  among  the 
neighbouring  woods  and  hills— his  fishing-rod  was 
often  left  b.mind  him.  or  carried  merely  as  an  apology 
for  sauntering  slowly  by  the  banks  of  some  little 
brooklet — and  his  .success  so  indifferent,  that  Meg 
said  the  piper  of  Feeblest  would  have  caught  a  creelfu' 
before  Maister  Francic  made  out  the  half-dozen ;  so 
that  he  was  oblit^d,  for  peace's  sake,  to  vindicate  his 
character,  by  killing  a  handsome  salmon. 

T>rrel*8  painting,  as  Meg  called  it,  went  on  equally 
slowly:  He  often,  indeed,  showed  her  the  sketches 
which  he  brousht  from  his  walks,  and  used  to  finish 
at  home ;  but  Meg  held  them  very  cheap.  What  sig- 
nified, she  said,  a  wheen  bits  of  paper,  wi'  black  and 
white  scans  upon  them,  that  he  caM  bushes,  and  trees, 
and  craigs  ?— (.Touldna  he  paint  them  wi'  green,  and 
blue,  and  yellow,  like  the  other  folk  7  "  Ye  will  never 
mak  your  bread  that  way,  Maister  Francie.  Ye  suld 
munt  up  a  miickle  square  of  canvass,  like  Dick  Tinto, 
and  paint  folks  ainseUs,  that  they  like  muckle  better 
to  see  than  ony  craig  in  the  haill  water :  and  I  wadna 
mockle  objeck  even  to  some  of  the  Wallers  coming  up 
and  flitting  to  ye.  They  woste  their  time  waur.  I  wis— 
and,  I  warrant,  ye  might  make  a  guinea  a-head  of 
them.  Dick  made  twa,  but  he  was  an  auld  ascd 
hand,  and  folk  mnun  creep  before  they  gang." 

In  answer  to  these  remonstrances,  TyTTol  assured 
her,  that  the  sketches  with  which  he  busied  himself 
were  held  of  stich  considerable  value,  that  very  often 
an  artist  in  that  line  received  much  higher  remune- 
ration for  these,  than  for  portraits  or  coloured  draw- 
ings. He  added,  that  they  were  ofton  taken  for  the 
purpose  of  illustrating  popular  poems,  and  hinted  as 
if  he  himself  were  engaged  in  some  labour  of  that 
nature. 

Eagerly  did  Meg  long  to  pour  forth  to  Xellv  Trotter, 
the  fish  woman,— whose  cart  formed  the  oniv  neutral 
channel  of  communication  between  the  Auld  Town 
and  the  Well,  and  who  was  in  favour  with  Meg,  be- 
cause^ aa  Nelly  passed  her  door  in  her  way  to  the 
Well,  she  always  had  the  first  choice  of  her  fish,— the 
merits  of  Iut  lodser  as  an  artist.  lAickie  Dods  hod, 
m  truth,  been  so  nuich  annoyed  ond  bullied,  as  it  were, 
with  the  report  of  clever  persons,  accomplished  in  all 
sorts  of  cxcellenc<\  arriving  day  after  day  at  the  Hotel, 
that  she  was  overjoyed  in  this  fortunate  opportunity 
to  triumph  over  them  in  their  own  way;  and  it  may 
be  belicvod,^  that  the  excellences  of  her  lodger  lost  no- 
thing by  being  tnimpcted  through  her  mouth. 

**  I  ranun  hae  the  best  of  the  cart,  Nelly— if  you  and 
me  can  grre— for  it  is  for  ane  of  the  best  of  pninters. 
Vour  fine  folk  down  yonder  would  gie  their  lugs  to 
look  at  what  he  has  btten  doing— he  gets  gowd  in 
goupiniL  for  thrtx!  downright  sknrts  and  three  cross 
anes- And  he  is  no  an  ungrateful  loon,  like  Dick 
Tinto,  that  had  nae  sooner  mv  good  five-and-twenty 
ahillings  in  his  pricket  than  nc  gaed  down  to  birl  it 
awa  at  their  bonny  bottle  yonder,  but  a  decent  miiet 
iad,  that  krn<<  when  he  is  weel  afT,  and  bides  still  at 
ihe  auld  howff -And  what  for  no?— Tell  them  all 
this,  and  h  ar  whot  they  will  say  tiirt." 

"  Indeed,  mistri-sa,  I  can  tell  ye  that  already,  with- 

*  Thn  u«iisl  «xprr«nofi  for  a  rfigbt  saeroschmMt  on  •  neicb* 
ti—i'i  proptirty.  • 


out  Stirring  my  shanks  for  the  matter,"  answered 
Nelly  Trotter;  "  they  will  e'en  say  that  ye  ore  ae  auld 
fule^  and  me  anithcr,  that  may  hae  some  judgment  in 
cocK-brce  or  in  scate-rumples,  but  mauna  fash  our 
beards  airout  ony  thing  else." 

"Wad  they  say  sae,  the  frontless  villains!  and  me 
been  a  housekeeper  this  thirty  year  f  exclaimed  3I<^: 
"  I  wadna  hae  them  say  it  to  my  face !  But  I  am  no 
speaking  without  warrant— for  what  an  I  had  spoken 
to  the  minister,  lass,  and  shown  him  une  of  the  loose 
skarts  of  paper  that  Maister  Tirl  leaves  fleeing  about 
his  rooni  7- and  what  an  he  had  said  he  had  kend 
Lord  Bidmore  gie  five  guineas  for  the  waur  on' t?  and 
a'  the  warld  kens  he  was  lang  tator  in  the  Bidmore 
family." 

"Troth,'*  answered  her  gossip,  "I  doubt  if  I  was  to 
tell  a'  this  they  would  hardly  believe  me,  mistress; 
for  there  arc  sae  inony  judges  amang  them,  and  they 
think  sac  muckle  of  themsells,  and  sae  little  of  other 
folk,  that  unless  ye  were  to  send  down  the  bit  picture, 
1  am  no  thinking  they  will  believe  a  word  that  I  can 
tdl  them.'* 

"  No  believe  what  ftn  honest  woman  savs- let  abee 
to  say  twa  o'  them?"  exc'aimed  Meg;  ^'Othe  un- 
believing generation  !— Weel,  Nelly,  since  my  back  ia 
up,  ye  salftak  down  the  picture,  or  sketching,  or  what- 
ever it  is,  (though  I  tnougiit  sketchers*  were  aye 
made  of  airn,)  and  shame  wi'  it  the  conceited  crew 
that  they  are.-»-Bui  see  and  bring* t  back  wi'  ye  again. 
Nelly,  for  it's  a  thing  of  value  ;  and  trustna  it  out  o 
your  hand,  that  I  charge  you,  for  I  lippen  no  muckle 
to  their  honesty.— And  Nelly,  ye  may  tell  them  he  has 
an  illustrated  poom— t////*^ra/er/— mind  the  word, 
Nelly— that  is  to  be  stuck  as  fou  o'  the  like  o'  that,  as 
ever  turkey  was  larded  wi'  dabs  o'  bacon." 

Thus  furnished  with  her  credemials,  and  acting  the 
part  of  a  herald  betwixt  two  hostile  countries,  honest 
Nelly  switched  her  little  fish-cart  downwards  to  St. 
Ronan'sWell. 

In  watering-places,  as  in  other  congregated  assem- 


blies of  the  human  species,  various  kinds  of  govern- 
ment have  been  dictated,  by  chance,  capncc,  or 
convenience ;  but  in  almost  all  of  them,  some  sort 
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of  direction  has  been  adopted,  to  prevent  the  con- 
sequences of  anarchv.  Sometimes  the  sole  power 
has  been  vested  in  a  Master  of  Ceremonies ;  but  this, 
like  otiier  despotisms^  has  been  of  late  unfashionable, 
and  the  powers  of  this  great  officer  have  been  much 
limited  even  at  Bath,  where  Nash  once  ralcd  with  un- 
disputed supremacy.  Committees  of  management, 
chosen  from  among  the  most  steady  guests,  have  been 
in  general  resorted  to,  as  a  more  liberal  mode  of  sway, 
and  to  such  was  confided  the  administration  of  the 
infant  republic  of  St.  Ronan's  Well.  This  little  senate, 
it  must  be  observed,  had  the  more  dif!ieult  task  in  d»- 
charsing  thejr  high  duties,  diat,  like  those  of  other 
republics,  their  subjects  were  tlrvidi^  into  two  jarring 
and  contending  factions,  who  every  day  eat,  drank, 
dancod,  and  made  merry  together,  hating  each  other 
all  the  while  with  all  the  animosity  of  political  party, 
endeavouring  by  every  art  to  secure  the  adherence  of 
each  guest  who  arrivni,  and  riJieuling  the  absurditiea 
and  follies  of  each  other,  with  all  the  wit  and  bitter- 
ness of  which  they  were  masters. 

At  the  head  of  one  of  these  parties  was  no  less  a 
personage  than  Lady  Penelope  Pen  feather,  to  whom 
the  establishment  owed  its  fiime,  nay,  its  existence: 
and  whose  influence  coukt  only  have  been  balanced 
by  that  of  the  Lord  of  the  Manor,  Mr.  Mowbray  of 
St.  Ronan'a  or,  as  he  was  called  usually  by  the  com- 
pany who  affected  what  Meg  called  knapping  Eng- 
lish, The  Squire,  who  was  leader  of  the  opposite 
faction. 

The  rank  and  fortune  of  the  lady,  her  prctensiaitfl 
to  beauty  as  welt  as  talent,  (though  the  former  was 
something  faded,)  and  the  consequence  which  ah* 
arrogated  to  herself  as  a  woman  of  fashion,  drew 
round  her  painters  and  poets,  and  philosophers,  and 
men  of  science^  and  lecturers,  and  foreign  auveniurur^ 
ct  hoc  renus  omne. 

On  tlie  contrary,  the  Squire's  influence,  as  a  man  of 
family  and  property  in  the  immediate  neighbourhoo«l 
who  actually  kept  greyhounds  and  pointers,  and  ^t 
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l«i»t  talked  of  himtfn  rind  of  racers,  ascertained  him 
the  support  of  ih(;  whi)!*;  claAs  of  huclcM,  hnlf  and 
whole  bred,  from  the  thrrii'  next  rountius ;  and  if  more 
induceinrnt9  were  wantins.  he  could  (;rant  his  favour- 
ites the  privilege  of  shontihi;  over  his  nioora,  which  is 
eoousrh  to  turn  the  hvaJ  of  a  younp^  Scottishman  at 
any  time.  Mr.  Mowbray  was  of  late  eapt?cial!y  ««|h 
ported  in  hin  pre-nnincncc,  by  a  close  alliance  with 
iSir  Bin^o  Rinki<,  a  snpii-nt  Ln^Ii^h  Baronet,  who, 
ashamed,  as  many  thoui?ht  to  return  to  his  own 
counfr\-,  had  Sf  l  hini  down  at  the  Well  of  St.  Ronan's, 
to  enjoy  thr  blesjnnff  which  the  Cal^onian  Hymen 
had  so  kiixlly  forceii  on  him  in  the  fierson  of  MIm 
Rachel  Ronnyri^.  As  this  pentloman  actually  drove  a 
reKidar-biiilt' mail -roach,  not  in  any  nrspccl  difiVrin? 
from  that  of  his  Mnii^ty,  only  that  it  was  moro  fre- 
quently overtiirnfd,  liis  influence  with  a  certain  stit 
was  irresistible,  and  the  Squire  of  St.  Ronan's,  hav- 
ins  the  belter  sense  of  the  two,  contrived  to  reap  the 
fall  benefit  of  the  consetjuence  attached  to  his  friend- 
ship. 

These  two  contendini?  parties  were  so  equally  ba- 
tfinccd,  that  the  predoinmnnce  of  the  influence  of 
either  was  often  determined  by  the  course  of  the  sun. 
Thus,  in  the  morning  and  forenoon,  when  I«ady  Pe- 
nelope led  forth  her  herd  to  lawn  and  shady  bower, 
whether  to  visit  some  ruined  t::onunient  of  ancient 
times,  or  cat  their  i)ir-nic  lunchtvm,  to  spoil  good 
paper  with  bad  drawinf^s,  and  good  veracs  with  repe- 
tition—in  a  woni, 

"  To  rare,  rente,  Md  imdden  roand  th«  land." 

her  ladyship' d  empire  over  the  lonni^rs  seemed  un- 
controlled and  absolute,  ami  all  things  were  engaged 
in  the  ttmrhilloiu  of  which  she  formed  the  pivot  and 
centre.  Kven  the  hunters,  and  shooters,  and  hard 
drinkers,  wen*  sometimes  fain  reluctantly  to  follow  in 
iter  tniin.  sulking,  and  quizzing,  arvl  flouting  at  her 
solemn  fcMivnU,  hnsidrs  cncDuminrig  the  younger 
nymphs  to  giggle  when  they  should  have  looked  scn- 
rimental.  But  after  dinner  the  scene  was  changed 
and  her  ladyshit»'s  sweetest  smiU's,  and  aoftest  invita- 
tions, were  ofit'n  institficient  to  draw  the  neutral  part 
of  the  conipnnv  to  the  tra-room ;  so  that  her  society 
was  n?ducud  to  thoK  whose  constitution  or  finances 
rendered  enrly  ntiromcnt  from  the dining-parlour  a 
matter  of  conveniirntre.  together  with  thti  more  devoted 
and  zi>alouM  of  her  own  immediate  dependents  and 
adherent!*.  Even  thp  faith  of  the  latter  was  apt  to  be 
debauched.  Ilcr  ladyship's  poet-laureate,  in  whora 
liehalf  she  was  trazin^eiich  new-romer  for  subscrip- 
tions, g»jt  8ul7icii;ntly  inderiendent  to  sing  in  her  lady- 
ship's present,  at  wipjxfr,  a  song  of  rather  ctiuivocal 
meaning!  and  her  chief  painter,  who  was  employed 
upon  an  iIlustrattHl  copy  of  the  Loves  of  the  Plants, 
was,  at  another  time,  r^Jdueed  into  auch  a  state  of  pot- 
valour,  that,  upon  her  ladyahi|/s  administering  hi.T 
usual  do«c  of  eritieisiii  upon  his  works,  he  not  only 
bluntly  ditqjuti^l  lii<r  jud^nient,  but  talked  something 
of  his  right  to  he  treatinl  like  a  gfjntleman. 

ThesK?  feud^  were  taken  up  by  ihu  Manasing  Coni- 
mittet>.  who  interci^dwl  for  the  penitent  oflcnders  on 
the  following  momin;;.  and  obtained  their  re-(«ta- 
blishmeiit  in  Ladv  PeneloT>e'd  good  graces,  uiion 
moderal*;  terms.  Many  oiher  acts  of  modKrann^  aii- 
ihoriiy  they  purfornied.  much  to  the  assuaging  of  fa c- 
tioii,  and  the  quiet  of  th>*  AVellern;  and  f>o  essen'ial 
was  their  government  to  the  prosrx'rity  of  the  place, 
that  without  them,  St.  Rtman's  ■5:»ririg  wo  dd  proba- 
bly have  b;:  "n  sj'fedily  descried.  W-i  must,  then-fore, 
e'vft  a  brief  sketch  of  that  potential  Oommiliee.  which 
)tli  fartions  acting  asif  (m  n  si>If-d^'nyi rig uniinn nee, 
hid  coiiihiiMrl  loinvf'st  w  tli  tho  reins  of  govifrninent. 

Each  of  its  ini'fiiliers  apnearcd  to  he  scL-cf'-d,  as 
Fortimio,  in  llie  fniry  tale,  chose  his  foliowera.  for  hi? 

SL-culiar  gilts.  First  on  the  list  sniod  the  Man  of 
rEPiriXE,  Dr.  UuiTitiji  Quri'"\'rlH:n,  wh>,  claimLil 
righi  h>  Tiiiilitr  iiii.di-nl  inaiiorH  nt  ih*^  spn:ig,  u;»  >n 
tlie  rriii"ip!i"  whi  :;i,  of  oM:  a*s':iri'(l  tht»  property  of  n 
newly-i!i-i-n'"re'l  C'umtry  t'»  t!:.;  huc:ini -r  wlio'eo'ii- 
.niittul  till*  I'Mrlies'  piracvon  it**  slmns.  Thea^know- 
lod'iMi*  n?  of  tin*  PiKTtor's  nn'ri*,  a*  having  h-^^'n  first 
fo  prrt^r/aim  .i:tJ  i''::7.};ci}fB  the  m»  rits  of  these  healing 
fm..ta:us,  hud  ocvodijaed  b»  boi^an  uoivasally  in- 


stalli-d  First  Ph>'sician  and  Man  of  5?cience,  which 
last  qualification  ho  coald  apply  to  all  purp«isc«,  from 
the  boiling  of  an  egg  to  the  giving  a  lecture.  Ho 
was,  indeed,  oualifiedi  like  mony  of  his  prnfesaioD,  to 
spread  both  tfie  bane  and  antkbte  befure  a  dvspetitic 
patient,  bein?  as  knowing  a  gastronome  as  I)r.  Red- 
gill  himself,  or  any  other  worthy  physician  who  haa 
written  Un  the  benefit  of  the  euiaine,  from  f)r.  Mon- 
criefT  of  Tippcrmalloch.  to  the  late  Dr.  Hunter  of 
Vork,  and  the  prcF^ent  Dr.  KitchintT  of  Lordon.  But 
pluralities  are  always  invidious,  and  therefore  the 
Doctor  pnidentlv  relmqoi.sh'.'d  the  office  of  caterer  and 
head-carver  to  ine  Man  of  Taste,  who  occupied  regu- 
larly, and  fx  P0feio,  the  head  of  the  tatile,  reserving  to 
hiiiiself  the  occasional  privilege  of  criticising,  and  a 
principal  share  in  consuming,  the  good  thinL's  which 
the  common  entertainment  aflbrdcd.  We  have  only 
to  sum  up  this  brief  account  of  the  learned  Doctor, 
by  informing  the  reader  that  he  was  a  tall,  lean, 
heetle-browLiJ  man,  with  an  ill-made  black  soratch- 
wlg,  that  stared  out  on  either  side  from  his  lantern 
jaws.  He  risiriwl  nine  months  out  of  the  twelve  al 
St.  Ronan's,  and  was  supposed  to  make  an  indif- 
ferent Eoo*l  thingof  it,— especially  as  he  played  whist 
to  admiration. 

First  in  place,  though  perhaps  second  to  the  Doc- 
tor in  real  authority,  was  Mr.  WinterbloBnom ;  a  civil 
sort  of  r>er«on,  who  was  nicely  precise  in  his  address, 
wore  h-8  hair  cued,  and  dressed  with  powder,  had 
knee-bucklet  set  with  Bristol  stones,  and  a  K-al-ring 
as  large  as  Sir  John  Falsi atTs.  In  his  heyday  he  had 
a  small  estate,  which  he  had  spent  like  a  gentleman, 
by  mixing  with  the  gay  world.  He  was,  in  short,  one 
of  those  respectable  links  that  connect  the  coxcomba 
of  the  present  day  with  those  of  the  last  m;c,  and 
could  compare,  in  his  own  experience,  the  follies  of 
hpth.  In  latter  days,  he  had  sense  enoagh  to  extricate 
himself  from  his  course  of  dissipation,  though  with 
impaired  health  and  impoverished  fortime. 

Mr.  Winterblos.%m  now  lived  upon  a  moderate  an- 
nuity, and  had  discovercfl  a  way  of  reconciling  his 
economy  with  much  company  and  made  dishes,  by 
actinc  as  perpetual  president  of  the  tahle-d'hote  nl 
the  Well.  Here  he  used  to  amuse  the  societv  by  tell- 
ing storifjs  about  fJarrick,  Footc,  Bonnel  Triornton. 
and  Lord  Kellv,  and  delivering  his  opinions  in  mat- 
ters of  taste  and  vertu.  An  exc<:llent  carver,  he  knew 
how  to  help  each  guest  to  what  was  preci.vely  hiadue; 
and  never  failed  to  reserve  a  proper  slice  as  the  re- 
ward of  his  own  labours.  To  conclude,  he  was  f>os- 
stwscd  of  some  taste  in  the  fine  arts,  at  least  m  paint- 
ing and  music,  although  it  was  rather  of  the  technical 
kind,  than  that  which  warms  the  heart  and  elevates 
the  fn.'iinss.  There  was,  indet^,  about  WiiiterbIo:i- 
som,  nothing  that  was  either  warm  or  elevated.  He 
was  shrewd,  8<flfu>h,  and  sensual:  the  last  two  of 
which  qualities  he  screened!  from  ooservation,  under 
a  spfHiious  varnish  of  exterior  complni!«ancc.  There- 
fore, in  his  professed  and  aitparent  anxiety  to  do  the 
honours  of  the  table,  to  the  most  punctilious  point  of 
good  breedins,  he  never  p«miiited  the  attendants 
upon  the  public  taste  to  supply  the  wants  of  others, 
until  al'  Ills  own  private  comforts  had  been  fully 
arrangtvl  and  i)rt»vided  for. 

Mr.  Wiiiitrblosflom  was  also  distinguished  for  pos- 
sessing a  few  curious  ensravings,  and  other  speci 
mens  of  art,  with  the  exhibition  of  which  he  occa- 
fi'oiially  iM.'TuiI'd  a  wet  morning  at  the  public  ro<tin. 
Thiy  wore  col'ectetl,  "  rii*  et  rnoditt^"  said  the  Man 
oT  Law,  another  distinguished  ni*»niber  of  the  Com- 
mitt(>e,  with  a  knowing  cock  of  hia  eye  to  hia  oexl 
nei'j;hboiir. 

Of  this  perstin  little  nc.-d  be  said.  He  was  a  large- 
bonj-d,  loud-voiced,  nni-facod  man,  named  Mcikle- 
wham;  a  conntr>'  writer,  or  a'torniV,  who  managed 
the  iaatt''r«  of  the  Squire  much  to  thepnifit  of  one  or 
other,- if  not  of  lH»th.  His  nose  projvrfid  from  iho 
front  nf  his  broad  vulgar  fatv,  like  the  stile  of  an  old 
sim-<li:il.  twisli?d  nil  of  one  side.  He  was  lis  gna' 
a  hiillyin  hi«*  profession,  as  if  it  had  be»^n  military  ir. 
sfead  «)f  civil :  nondiictcil  the  whole  ter-hni'aliries  con- 
cern'nir  tM«  rnttina  up  the  S;jini'«-\y,  ll-haiigh,  so 
much  lanii'nte-i  hv  Dame  Dods,  into  buili!ini;-iiianci^s, 
and  was  on  excellent  terms  with  Doctor  QuackLbcn, 
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who  alwayv  reoommended  him  to  make  the  wills  of 
hispadeatfl. 

AlifT  the  Man  of  Law  comes  Captain  Mungo 
MacTurii,  a  Highland  lieutenant  on  half-pay.  and 
that  of  anciRnt  standing;  one  whopn'fcm'd  toddy  of 
the  Btroni^t  to  wine,  and  in  that  fashion  and  cold 
drams  finished  about  a  bottle  of  whisky  ptr  diem^ 
whenever  he  could  conir  by  if.  He  was  called  the 
Mun  ot  Peace,  un  the  same  principle  which  assigns 
to  constables,  Bow-street  runners  and  such  like,  who 
carry  bludf^eons  to  break  folk's  heads,  and  are  r>er- 
petutually  and  officially  employed  in  scenes  of  liot, 
the  title  of  peace-officers— that  is,  because  by  his 
valour  he  compelled  others  to  act  with  discretion. 
The  Captain  was  the  general  referee  in  nil  those  abor- 
tive quarrels,  which,  at  a  place  of  this  kind,  are  so 
apt  to  occur  at  night,  and  lo  be  quietly  settled  in  the 
morning;  and  occasionally  adopti-d  a  quarrel  himselC 
by  way  of  taking  down  any  guest  who  is  unusually 
mijmacious.  This  occupation  procured  Captain  Mac- 
Turk  a  good  deal  of  respect  at  the  Well ;  for  he  was 
precisely  that  sort  of  person,  who  is  ready  to  fight 
with  any  one,— whom  no  one  can  find  an  apology 
for  dechning  to  fight  with,— in  fighting  with  whom 
oonekierable  danger  was  incurred,  for  ne  was  ever 
and  anon  showing  that  he  could  snuff  a  candle  with 
a  pistol  ball,— and  lastly,  through  fighting  with  whom 
no  eclat  or  credit  could  redound  to  the  antasonist 
He  always  wore  a  blue  coat  and  red  collar,  had  a 
supercilious  taciturnity  of  manner,  ate  sliced  leeks 
with  hia  cheese,  and  resembled  m  complexion  a 
Dutch  red-herring. 

Still  remains  to  be  mentioned  the  Man  of  Religion— 
the  gentle  Mr.  Simon  Chalterly,  who  had  straved  to 
St.  Konan's  Well  from  the  banks  of  Cam  or  IsTs,  and 
who  piqued  himself;  first  on  his  Greek,  and  secondly, 
on  his  politeness  to  the  ladies.  During  all  the  week 
days,  as  Dame  Dods  has  already  hinted^  this  reverend 
(Kntleman  was  the  partner  at  the  whist-table,  or  in 
the  ball-room,  to  what  maid  or  matron  soever  lacked 
a  partner  at  uther;  and  on  the  Sundays,  he  read 
Drayera  in  the  public  room  to  all  who  chose  to  attend. 
He  was  also  a  deviser  of  charades,  and  an  unriddler 
of  riddles;  he  played  a  little  on  the  flute,  and  was 
Mr.  Winterblossom's  principal  assistant  in  contriving 


the  hotel,  which  commands  so  beautiful  a  prospect, 
at  exactly  that  precise  angle  of  ascent,  which  entitles 
a  ^ntleman  to  offer  his  arm,  and  a  lady  to  accept  it, 
¥nth  perfect  propriety. 

There  was  yet  another  member  of  this  Select  Com- 
mittee, Mr.  Michael  Meredith,  who  might  be  termed 
the  Man  oi  Mirth,  or,  if  you  please,  the  Jack  Pudding 
to  the  company,  whose  business  it  was  to  crack  the 
best  ioke,  and  sing  the  best  song,— he  could.  Un- 
liickily.  however,  this  functionary  was  for  the  pre,sci)t 
oMigrtl  to  absent  himself  from  St.  Ronan's;  for,  not 
recollecting  that  he  did  not  actually  w(>ar  the  privi- 
lesed  motley  of  his  profession,  he  had  passed  sonic 
jest  upon  Captain  Mac-Turk,  which  cut  so  much  to 
the  quick,  that  Mr.  Meredith  was  fain  to  go  to  goat- 
whey  uuarters,  at  some  ten  miles'  distance,  and  re- 
main there  in  a  sort  of  concealment,  until  the  affbir 
should  be  made  up  through  the  mediation  of  his 
brethren  of  the  Committee. 

Such  were  the  honest  gentlemen  who  managed  the 
affairs  of  this  rising  settlemcntjwith  as  much  impar- 
tiality as  could  be  expected.  The>'  were  not  indeed 
without  their  own  secret  predilections:  for  the  lawyer 
and  the  soldier  privately  inclined  to  the  party  of  the 
Si^uire,  while  the  parson,  Mr.  Meredith,  and  Mr. 
vVinterblossom,  were  more  devoted  to  the  interests 
of  Lady  Penelope;  so  that  Doctor  Quarklcben  alone, 
who  probably  recollected  that  the  gentlemen  were  as 
iiabie  to  stomach  complaints,  as  the  ladies  to  nervous 
disoitlera,  seemed  the  only  person  who  preserved  in 
word  and  deed  the  most  rigid  neutrality.  Ncver- 
thcl««s.  the  interests  of  the  establishment  being  very 
much  at  the  heart  of  this  honourable  council,  and  each 
feeling  his  own  profit,  pleasure,  or  comfort,  in  s«)me 
degree  involvfd,  they  suffered  not  their  -vivatc  affer- 
hmm  to  interfere  viib  their  public  duties  but  acted,  i 


every  one  in  his  own  sphere,  for  the  public  benefit  oC 
the  whole  community. 


CHAPTER  IV. 

THE  INVITATION. 
Thai  painten  wnte  tlieir  namofl  at  Co.-PaioK. 

The  clamour  which  attends  the  ri'moval  of  dinner 
from  a  public  room  hod  subsided ;  the  clatter  of  platc& 
and  knives  and  forks — the  bustling  trend  of  awkward 
boobies  of  country  servants,  kicJ^ing  each  other's 
shins,  and  wrangling,  as  thev  endeavour  to  rush  out 
of  the  door  three  aDrenst— the  clash  of  glasses  and 
tumblers,  borne  to  earth  in  the  tumult— the  shrieks 
of  the  landlady— tlie  curses,  not  loud,  but  deep,  of  the 
landlord— had  all  passed  away:  and  those  of  the 
coninany  who  had  servants,  had  l>een  accommodated 
by  their  respective  Gunymedes  with  such  remnants 
of  their  respective  bottles  of  wine,  spirits,  &-&.  as  tho 
said  Ganvmedrs  had  not  previously  consumed,  while 
the  rest,  broken  into  such  observance  by  Mr.  Winter- 
blossom,  waited  patiently  until  the  worthy  president's 
own  special  and*  multifarious  commissions  had  been 
executed  by  a  tidy  young  woman  and  a  lumpish  lad, 
the  regular  attendants  oelonging  to  the  house,  but 
whom  he  permitted  to  wait  on  no  one,  till,  as  the 
hymn  says, 

"  All  hii  wants  were  well  mpplied.*' 

"And  Dinah— my  bottle  of  pale  sherry,  Dinah- 
place  it  on  this  side— there's  a  good  girl ;— and,  Toby 
—get  my  jug  with  the  hot  water— and  let  it  be  boiling 
—and  don't  spill  it  on  Lady  Penelope,  if  you  can  lielp 
it,  Toby." 

"No— for  her  ladyship  has  been  in  hot  water  to- 
day already,"  said  the  Squire ;  a  sarcasm  to  which 
Lady  Penelope  only  replied  with  a  look  of  contempt. 

"  And,  Dinah,  bring  the  sugar— the  soft  East  India 
sugar,  Dinah— and  a  lemon,  Dinah,  one  of  those 
which  came  fresh  lo-dny— Cio  fetch  it  from  the  bar, 
Toby— and  don't  tumble  down  stairs,  if  you  canlielp 
it. — And,  Dinah- stay,  Dinah— the  nuiiAeg,  Dinah, 
and  the  ginger,  iny  gwxl  girl— And,  Dinah— put  the 
cushion  up  behind  my  back— and  the  footstool  to  my 
foot,  for  my  toe  is  something  the  worse  of  my  walk 
with  your  ladyship  this  morning  to  tho  top  of  Bui- 
viderc." 

"  Her  ladyship  may  call  it  what  she  pleases  in  com 
mon  parlance,'  said  the  writer;  "  but  it  must  stand 
Munt-grunzie  in  the  stamped  paper,  being  so  nomi- 
nated in  the  anck'nt  writs  and  evidents  thereof." 

"And,  Dinah,"  continued  the  president,  "lift  up 
my  handkerchief— and— a  bit  of  biscuit,  Dinah— and 
—and  I  do  not  think  I  want  any  thing  else— Look  to 
the  company,  my  good  girl.— I  have  the  honour  to 
drink  the  company's  very  goo<l  health- Will  your 
ladyship  honour  me  by  accepting  a  glass  of  negus  ? — 
I  learned  to  make  negus  from  old  Dartineufs  son.— 
He  alwoys  usixl  East  India  sugar  and  added  a  tama- 
rind—it imprrives  the  flavour  infinitely.— Dinah,  see 
your  father  sc*iids  fur  some  tamarinds— Dartmouf 
knew  a  g(x>d  thing  almost  as  well  as  his  father7-I 
met  hirn  at  Bath  in  the  year— lot  me  see— Garrick 
was  just  taking  leave,  and  that  was  in,"  (kc.  &c.  6lc. 
"And  what  is  thin  now,  Dinah?"  he  said,  as  sho  put 
into  his  hand  a  roll  of  paper. 

"  Something  that  iNelly  Trotter"  (Trotting  Nelly, 
as  the  company  called  her)  "  brought  from  a  sketch- 
ing gentleman  that  lives  at  the  woman's"  (thus' 
bluntly  did  the  upstart  minx  describe  the  nn'orood 
Mrs.  Margaret  Dodv)  "  at  the  Cleikum  of  Aulioun 
yonder"— A  name,  by  the  way,  which  the  inn  had 
acquired  from  the  use  which  the  saint  upon  the  aign 
post  was  making  of  his  pastoral  crook. 

"Indeed,  DinahT'  said  Mr.  Wintcrblossom,  gravely 
taking  out  his  spectacles,  and  wiping  them  beibre  he 
opened  the  roll  of  paper ;  "  some  boy's  daubing,  I 
suppose,  whose  pa  and  ma  wish  to  get  him  into  the 
Trustees'  School,  and  so  arc  beating  about  fora  littlit 
interest.— But  I  am  drained  dry— I  put  three  lads  in 
last  season ;  and  if  it  had  not  been  my  particular 
interest  with  the  secretary,  who  asks  my  opinion  now 
ami  then,  I  cxwM  not  have  managed  it.  But  gilf^gaf)^ 
say  L— Eh !  What,  in  the  devil's  name,  is  this  7- Hera 
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J  both  force  and  keeping— Who  can  thb  bcs  my  lady  1 
—Do  but  nee  the  8ky-lir»c— why,  this  w  reolly  a  little 
bit— an  exquisite  litlle  bit— Who  the  drvii  eon  it  Jw? 


and  how  can  he  have  slunibled  upon  the  doc-hole  in 

the  Old  Town,  and  the  anarlin^;  n I  bt-K  your 

ladvFhip  ten  thousand  pardons-  that  kennclH  there?" 
]  dare  eiy^  my  lady,"  aaid  a  lit  lie  iiut«8  of  fourteen, 
her  eyes  growing  rounder  and  roundrr.  and  her  cheeks 
redder  and  rBdaer,  an  she  found  herself  speaking,  and 
•0  many  folks  iisteninp;— "O  la!  I  dare  say  it  is  the 
same  ccniletnan  we  met  one  day  in  the  Low-wood 
walk,  that  looked  like  a  gentleman,  and  yet  was  none 
of  the  company,  and  that  you  saia  was  a  handsome 
man." 

"I  did  not  say  handsome,  Maria."  replied  her  ladv- 
ship:  "ladies  never  say  men  are  handsome— I  only 
said  no  lo(»kcd  genteel  and  interesting." 

"And  that,  my  lady,"  paid  the  young  parson,  bow- 
ing and  smihng^  "  is,  I  will  be  juda[ed  by  the  company, 
the  more  flaitenng  compUment  of  the  two— We  shall 
be  jealous  of  this  Unknown  presently." 

Nuy,  hut,"  continued  the  sweetly  communicaiive 
Karia,  with  some  n^al  and  some  assumed  simplicity, 
"your  ladyship  forgets— for  you  said  presently  after, 
you  were  sure  he  was  no  gentleman,  for  he  did  not 
nin  after  vou  with  your  glove  which  you  had  dropped 
—and  so  1  went  Imck  myself  to  find  your  ladyship's 
glove,  and  he  never  ofTenKl  to  help  me,  and  I  saw  him 
closer  than  your  ladyshi^^did,  and  I  am  sure  he  is 
liandsoni^  though  he  is  not  very  civil." 

"  Vou  speak  a  little  tin)  much  and  too  loud,  miss," 
said  Lady  Penelope,  a  natural  blush  reinforcing  the 
%vanre  of  rouge  by  which  it  was  usually  superseJefl. 

"What  say  you  to  that,  Squire  Mowbray?"  said 
the  elegant  Sir  Bingo  Binks. 

"  A  lair  challenge  to  the  field.  Sir  Bingo."  answered 
the  squire ;  "  when  a  lady  throws  down  the  gauntlet, 
a  gentleman  may  throw  the  handkerchief." 

"I  have  alwavs  the  benefit  of  your  best  construc- 
tion, Mr.  Mownray,"  snid  the  lady  with  dignity. 
"I  suppose  Miss  Maria  has  contrivea  this  pretty  stor>' 
for  your  amusement.  I  con  hardly  answer  to  Mr. 
Diggs,  for  bringing  her  into  company  where  she 
receives  encouragement  to  bt^have  so." 

"  Nay,  nay,  my  lady,"  said  the  pre<:idcnt,  "  you 
must  let  the  jest  pass  by ;  and  since  this  is  really 
such  an  admirable  sketch,  you  must  honour  us  with 
your  opinion,  whether  the  company  can  consistently 
with  proTirietv  make  any  advances  to  this  man." 

'*In  my  (mmion,"  said  her  ladyship,  the  angry  spot 
atill  glowWl  on  her  brow,  "there  are  enouah  of  men 
among  vs  alreody— I  wish  I(.*ould  say^ntiemen— As 
matters  stand.  I  sec  little  business  ladiejt  can  have  at 
St.  Ronan's.'' 

This  was  an  intimation  which  always  brought  the 
Squire  buck  to  good-brevdlnz,  which  He  could  make 
use  of  when  he  pleased.  He  deprecated  her  lady- 
ship's displeasure,  until  she  told  him,  in  ri'turning 
good  humour,  that  she  reallv  would  not  trust  him 
unless  he  brought  his  sister  to  be  security  for  his  future 
politeness. 

"  Clara,  my  lady,"  said  Mowbray,  "  is  a  little  wd- 
fbl ;  and  I  believe  your  ladyship  must  take  the  task 
of  unharbouringherinto  your  own  hands.    What  say 

Ku  to  a  cipsy  party  up  to  my  old  shop?— It  is  a 
chelor'shouM^— you  must  not  expect  things  in  much 
order ;  but  Clara  would  be  honoured" 

The  Lady  Penelope  eagerly  accepted  the  proposal 
of  something  like  a  parly,  and.  quite  reconciled  with 
Mowhra)',  bc^n  to  inquire  whethi^  she  might  bring 
the  atranfzer  artist  with  her:  "'that  is,"  said  her  lady- 
ship, kwking  to  Dinah,  "  if  he  be  a  gentleman." 

Here  Dinah  interposed  her  assurance,  "  that  the 
ffentleman  at  Meg  Dofls's  was  quite  and  clean  a  gen- 
Ucman,  and  an  illustrated  poet  besides." 

"An  dlustrateil  poi«r.  Dinah?"  said  Lady  Penelope ; 
"you  must  mean  an  ilhihtrions  poet." 

"  I  dare  to  say  your  ladyship  u  light,"  said  Dinah, 
dropiiing  a  curtsey. 

A  joyous  flutter  of  impatient  anxiety  was  instantly 
cxciieci  through  all  the  blu;*-stockin.g  faction  of  the 
conip&nv,  nor  weiv  the  news  totally  indifferent  to  the 
rest  of  the  conimiinity.  The  former  bi4oniwd  to  that 
class,  who,  like  the  young  Aacamua,  are  ever  beating 


about  in  quest  of  a  tawny  Uon,  though  they  are  much 
more  successful  in  now  and  then  siarting  a  great 
bore  I*  and  the  others,  having  lelt  all  their  own  ordi- 
narv  affairs  and  aubjects  of  intennst  at  home,  wers 
glad  to  make  a  matter  of  importance  of  the  most 
trivial  occurrence,  A  mii^hty  poet,  said  the  former 
class — who  coujd  it  possibly  be?— All  names  were,  re- 
cited—all Britain  scrutinized,  from  Highland  hills  to 
the  Lakes  of  Cumberland— from  Sydenham  Com- 
mon to  St.  James's  Place— even  the  Banks  of  ths 
Bosphorus  were  explored  for  some  name  which  niislit 
rank  under  this  distinguished  cnithet.— And  then,  oe- 
sides  his  illustrious  poesy,  to  sketch  so  inimitably  !— 
who  could  it  be  ?  And  all  the  gapers,  who  had  no- 
thing of  their  own  to  suraest.  answered  with  the 
antistrophe,  "Who  could  it  be?  ' 

The  Claret-Club,  which  comprised  the  choicest  and 
finiiest  adherents  of  Souire  Mowbray  and  the  Baro- 
net—men who  scorned  that  the  reversion  of  one 
bottle  of  wine  should  furnish  forth  the  feast  of  to- 
morrow,  though  caring  naught  about  either  of  tbs 
fine  arts  in  question,  found  out  an  interest  of  their 
own,  which  centred  in  the  same  individual. 

"I  say,  little  Sir  Bingo,"  said  the  Squire,  "this  is 
the  very  fellow  that  we  saw  down  at  the  W*il1ow- 
slack  on  Saturday— he  was  tog'd  gnosiically  enough, 
and  cast  twelve  yards  of  line  with  one  hand— the  fly 
fell  like  a  thisth'down  on  the  water." 

"Uich!"  answered  the  party  he  addressed,  in  ths 
accents  of  a  dog  choking  in  the  collar. 

"We  saw  him  pull  out  the  salmon  yonder,"  said 
Mowbray:  "you  remembei^clean  fish— the  tide- 
ticks  on  his  gills— weighed,  I  dare  say,  a  matter  of 
eighteen  pounda." 

"  Suction !"  replied  Sir  Bingo,  in  the  same  tone  of 
strangulation.  ,  , . 

"  None  of  your  rigs,  Bing  f  said  his  companion, 
"—nearer eighteen  than  sixteen!" 

"  Nearer  sixteen,  by !" 

"  Will  you  go  a  dozen  of  blue  on  it  to  the  com- 
pany ?"  said  the  Suuire. 

"No,  d— n  me!"  croaked  the  Baronet— "to  our 
own  wt  I  will." 
"  Then.  1  say  done  f  quoth  the  Squire. 
And   "Done!"  responded   the  knight;    and  oat 
came  their  red  p*>cketlK)oks. 

"  But  who  shall  decide  the  bet  ?"  said  the  Sqmre. 
"The  genius  himself;  I  suppose ;  thi'y  talk  of  asking 
him  here,  but  I  suppose  he  will  scarce  mind  quizzes 

like  them."  _ 

"Write  myself— John  Mowbray,"  said  the  BaroricL 
"Vou,  Baronet!— you  write  f  answrriHi  the  Squire, 
"d— n  me,  that  cock  won't  fight— you  won't." 

"  I  will,"  growled  Sir  Bingo,  more  articulately  than 
usual. 

"W'hy,  you  can't!"  said  Mowbray.  "You  ne\'er 
wrote  a  line  in  your  life,  save  those  you  were  whipped 
for  at  school."  ...  „^ 

"  I  can  wriie— I  will  write  f  said  Sir  Bmgo.  "Two 
to  one  I  will."        _  ,  .      .  .,    .   . 

And  there  the  affair  rested,  for  the  council  of  ths 
company  were  in  high  consultation  concerning  the 
most  proper  manner  of  opening  a  communicatioo 
with  me  mysterious  stranger ;  and  the  voice  of  Mr. 
Winterblos.«om,  whose  tones,  originally  fine,  age  had 
reduced  to  falst'tio,  was  calling  upon  the  whole  party 
for  "  Order,  onler !  So  that  the  bucks  were  obliged 
to  lounge  in  silence,  with  both  arms  n*elincd  on  the 
table,  and  testifying,  by  coughs  and  yawns,  their  in- 
difren-ncc  to  the  matters  in  Question,  while  the  rest  of 
the  company  debated  upon  them,  as  if  they  were  matr 
tersofhfe  and  death. 

"  A  visit  from  one  of  the  gentlemen— Mr.  Winter- 
blossom,  if  he  would  take  the  trouble -in  name  of  the 
company  at  lanre— would.  Lady  Penelope  Penfeather 
presumed  to  think,  be  a  necessary  preliminary  to  an 
invitation."  .,     .        ^  .       ,    ,    ,     . 

Mr.  Winterblossom  was  "quite  of  her  ladyship's 
opinion,  and  would  gladly  have  been  ihe  perwnal 
reprewnlative  of  the  company  at  Sl  Konan  s  ^^  ell— 
•  Tht  oiw  or  tiM  other  wu  «qinilr  l»  ntii  to  AManiiu.- 
"  Optst  aimiin.  aat  nilvuin  de«c«ndera  monio  leotiem.** 
Modem  TmjtiiM  make  a  inat  dutincUun  bctwist  IhcM  two  at* 
jectaofcbaaa. 
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bat  it  wat  up  htU^-her  ladyship  knew  his  tyrant,  the 
gout,  was  hoTering  upon  the  froDtiers— there  were 
Mher  emtlenien,  younger  and  more  worthy  to  fly  at 
the  lady's  command  than  an  ancient  Vulcan  like 
him— there  was  the  valiant  Mars  and  the  eloquent 
Mefcury/' 

Thus  speakinfi^  he  bowed  to  Captain  MacTurk  and 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Simon  Chatterly,  and  reclined  on  his 
chair,  sipping  his  negus  with  the  self-satisfied  smile 
of  one,  who,  by  a  pretty  speech,  has  rid  himself  of  a 
tMiblesome  commission.  At  the  same  time,  by  an 
art  probably  of  mental  absence,  he  put  in  his  pocket 
ibe  drawing,  which,  after  circulating  around  the  ta- 
bic, had  returned  back  to  the  chair  of  the  presideDt, 
beiiur  the  point  from  which  it  had  set  out 

"By  Cot,  madam."  said  Captain  MacTurk,  "I 
ibould  be  proud  to  obey  your  leddyship's  commands 
-4Nit,  by  Got,  I  never  call  first  on, any  man  that 
Defer  callod  upon  me  at  aJl,  unless  it  were  to  carry 
kiin  a  friend'^  message,  or  such  like." 

"Twig  the  old  connoisoeur,"  said  the  Squire  to  the 
InighL— *'  He  is  condiddling  the  drawing." 

"Go  it,  Johnnie  Mowbray— pour  it  into  him,"  whis- 
pered Sir  Bingo. 

"Thank  ye  for  nothing.  Sir  Bingo,"  said  the  Squire, 
in  the  same  tone.  "  Winterblossom  is  one  of  us— if  a* 
one  of  OB  at  least— and  won't  stand  the  ironing.  He 
has  his  Wogdens  still,  that  were  right  things  in 
hit  day,  and  can  hit  the  hay-stack  with  the  best  of 
us-but  stay,  they  are  hallooing  on  the  parson." 

They  were  indeed  busied  on  all  hands,  to  obtain  Mr. 
Chatierly's  consent  to  wait  on  the  Genius  unknown ; 
bat  though  he  smiled  and  simpered,  and  was  abso- 
Iflidf  incapable  of  saying  No,  he  begged  leave,  in  all 
humility,  to  decline  that  commission.  "The  trutli 
wa&"  he  pleaded  in  his  excuse,  '*  that  having  one  day 
nlked  to  visit  the  old  Castle  of  St.  Ronan's,  and 
muming  through  the  Auld  Town,  as  it  was  popularlv 
called,  he  had  stopped  at  the  door  of  the  Cletkum'' 
(jnooounced  AnflicS,  with  the  open  diphthong,)  *'  in 
hopes  to  fl^t  a  glass  of  syrup  of  capillaire,  or  a  draught 
of  sometning  cooling :  and  had  in  fiact  expressed  his 
wishes,  and  was  knocking  pretty  loudly,  when  a  sash- , 
window  was  tlirown  suddenly  up,  and  ere  he  was 
aware  what  was  about  to  happen,  he  was  soused  with 
1  delogp  of  water,"  (as  he  said.)  "  while  the  voice  of 
inolonag  from  within  assured  him,  that  if  that  did 
mt  rool  him  there  was  another  biding  him,— an  inti- 
mation which  induced  him  to  retreat  lii  all  haste  from 
the  repetition  of  the  shower-bath." 

All  laughed  at  the  account  of  the  chaplain's  mis- 
fonunei  the  history  of  which  seemed  to  be  wrung 
from  him  reluctantly,  by  the  necessity  of  assigning 
«me  weighty  cause  for  declining  to  execute  the 
bdies'  commands.  But  the  Squire  and  Baronet  r»n- 
tinwd  their  mirth  far  longer  than  decorum  allowed, 
fliuhng  themselves  back  in  their  chairs,  with  their 
hands  thrust  into  their  side-pockets,  and  their  mouths 
"ipanded  with  unrestrained  enjoyment,  until  the  suf- 
fa«r,  an}[(ry,  disconcerted,  and  endeavouring  to  look 
«comful,  incurred  another  general  burst  of  laughter  on 
all  hands. 

When  Mr.  Winterblossom  had  succeeded  in  restor- 
ing some  degree  of  order,  he  found  the  mishaps  of  the 
r<Hing  divine  proved  as  intiinidatini;  as  ludicrous. 
Not  one  of  the  company  chose  to  go  Envoy  Rxtraor- 
Ciinary  to  the  dominions  of  Queen  Meg,  who  might  be 
fuapected  of  paying  little  respect  to  the  sanctity  of  an 
^moassador's  person.    And  what  was  worse,  when 
R  was  resolved  that  a  civil  card  from  Mr.  winter- 
bioMom,  in  the  name  of  the  company,  should  be  sent 
10  the  stranger,  instead  of  a  personal  visit,  Dinah  in- 
(vmed  them  that  she  was  sure  no  one  about  the 
hoQse  ooold  be  bribed  to  carry  up  a  letter  of  the  kind ; 
for,  when  such  an  event  had  taxen  place  two  sum- 
mers sincci,  Meg,  who  constnied  it  into  an  attempt  to 
wdure  from  her  tenement  the  invited  guest,  had  so 
handled  a  ploughboy  who  carried  the  letter,  that  he 
rtM  the  cuuntrv-side  altogether,  and  never  thous^ht 
himsrif  ssfe  till  he  was  at  a  village  ten  miles  off, 
where  it  was  afterwards  learned  he  enlisted  with  a 
PNrruiting  party,  chooning  rather  to  face  th"  French 
ifatn  to  mum  within  the  sphere  of  Meg's  displpa^urc. 
Jwc  wbils  they  were  agitating  thus  new  difficulty, 


a  prodigious  clamotir  was  heard  without^  which,  to 
the  first  apprehensions  of  the  company^  seemed  to  bo 
Meg,  in  all  her  terrors,  come  to  anticipate  the  pro- 
posed invasion.  Upon  inquiry,  however,  it  proved  to 
be  her  gossip.  Trotting  Nelly,  or  Nelly  'Trotter,  in  the 
act  of  forcing  her  way  up  stairs,  against  the  united 
strength  of  the  whole  household  of  the  hotel,  to  re- 
claim Luckie  Dod's  picture,  as  she  called*  it.  This 
made  the  connoisseur's  treasure  tremble  in  his  pocket, 
who,  thrusting  a  half-crown  into  Toby's  hand,  ex- 
horted him  to  give  it  her,  and  try  his  influence  in 
keeping  her  back.  Toby^  who  knew  Nelly'a  nature 
put  the  half-crown  into  his  own  pocket,  and  snatched 
up  a  frill-stoup  of  whisky  from  the  sideboard.  Thus 
armed,  he  boidly  confronted  the  viraea  and  interpos- 
ing a  reviora^  which  was  able  to  chl'.-k  poor  Nelly's 
course  in  her  most  determined  moods,  not  only  suc- 
ceeded in  overting  the  immediate  storm  whicn  ap- 
proached the  company  in  general,  and  Mr.  Winter- 
blossom  in  particular,  but  brought  the  giiests  the 
satisfactory  information,  that  Trotting  Nelly  had 
agreed,  after  she  had  slept  out  her  nap  in  the  barn,  to 
convey  their  commands  to  the  Unknown  of  Cleikum 
of  Aultoun. 

Mr.  Winterblossom.  therefore,  having  authenti- 
cated hia  proceedings,  by  insertinj;  in  the  Minutes  of 
tne  Oommittea  the  authority  which  ho  had  Rcoived. 
wrote  his  card  in  the  best  style  of  dipk>macy,  and 
sealed  it  with  the  seal  of  the  0pa<  which  bore  some- 
thing like  a  nymph,  seated  beside  what  waa  designed 
to  represent  an  urn. 

The  rival  factions,  however  did  not  trust  entirely  to 
this  official  invitation.  Lady  Penelope  was  of  opin- 
ion that  they  ahould  find  some  way  of  letting  the 
stranger— a  man  of  talent  unquestionably- under^ 
stana  that  there  were  m  the  society  to  whicii  he  was 
invited,  spirits  of  a  more  select  Bort.  who  felt  worthy 
to  intrude- themselves  on  his  solitude. 

Accordingly,  her  ladyship  imposed  upon  the  elegant 
Mr.  Chatterly  the  task  of  cxpreasing  the  desire  of  the 
company  to  see  the  unknown  artist,  in  a  neat  occa- 
sional copy  of  verses.  The  poor  gentleman's  muse, 
however,  proved  unpropitious ;  for  he  was  able  to  pn)- 
ceed  no  farther  than  two  lines  in  half  an  hour,  which, 
coupled  with  its  variations,  we  insert  from  the  blotted 
rnanuscnpt,  as  Dr.  Johnson  has  printed  the  altera- 
tions in  Pope's  version  of  the  Iliad : 


I.  Maidi.    9.  Dames. 


wtUf  Jointnf. 


The  [nymphv]  of  St.  Ronan's  (in  pnrptMe  oombuiinff 

I.  SvaiH,    s.  Jfaa 
To  the  (rottthj  who  is  treat  boUi  ia  vene  and  desifoinf , 

diaiDf. 

The  eloquence  of  a  prose  billet  was  nocessarilv 
resorted  to  in  the  absence  of  the  heavenly  muse,  and 
the  said  billet  was  secretly  intrusted  to  the  csre  ol 
Trotting  Nelly.  The  same  trusty  entissary,  when  re- 
freshed by  her  nap  among  the  pcaec-straw,  and  about 
to  harness  her  cart  for  her  return  to  the  sea-coaaL 
(in  the  course  of  which  she  was  to  pass  the  Aultoun.i 
received  another  card,  written,  as  he  had  threatened, 
by  Sir  Bingo  Binks  himself,  who  had  given  himsell 
this  trouble  to  secure  the  settlement  of  the  bet ;  con 
jecturing  that  a  man  with  a  fashionable  exterior, 
who  could  throw  twelve  yards  of  line  at  a  cast  with 
such  precision,  might  consider  the  invitation  of  Win- 
terblossom as  that  of  an  old  twaddler,  and  care  as 
little  for  the  good  graces  of  an  aflectul  blue  stocking 
and  her  coterie,  whose  conversation,  in  Sir  Bingo's 
mind,  relished  of  nothing  but  of  weak  tea  and  bread 
and  butter.  Thus  the  nappy  Mr.  Fmacis  Tyrrel 
received,  considerably  ta  his  surprise  no  less  than 
three  invitations  at  once  from  the  WcU  of  St.  Ro- 


CHAPTER  V. 

EFIftTOLABY  ELDQCBNCS. 
But  how  can  I  anawer,  linoe  flnit  I  mtut  read  thee  7- 

Desibous  of  authenticating  our '  more  important 
factn,  by  as  many  original  documents  as  possiole^  wa 
have,  after  much  research,  ennbled  ourselves  to  pre- 
sent the  reader  with  the  following  accurate  ma- 
ll* 
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•enpts  of  the  notes  mtrufttd  Co  the  cue  of  TrotliDg 
ffelly.    The  firat  ran  thus : 

"  Mr.  Winterbiassom  [of  SAverhed]  has  the  com- 
mandK  of  Lsdy  Penelope  Penfcsthert  Sir  Bin^  and 
Lady  Binks.  Mr.  and  Miss  Mowbray  [of  8l  Ronan'a], 
and  the  rest  of  the  company  at  the  Hotel  and  Tontine 
]nn  of  St.  Ronan's  Well,  to  express  their  hope  that 
the  gentleman  lod^  at  the  Cleikum  Inn,  Old  Town 
of  Sl  Ronan'Si  will  favour  them  with  his  company 
at  the  Ordinary,  as  early  and  as  often  as  may  suit 
his  convenience.  The  Compact  think  it  necessary 
to  send  this  intimation,  because,  according  to  the 
Rtlbs  of  the  place^  the  Ordinary  can  only  be  attended 
(mt  such  genilcmpn  and  ladies  as  lodge  at  St.  Ronan'a 
Well;  bnt  thc>«re  happy  to  make  a  distinction  in 
favour  of  a  gentleman  so  distinguished  for  success  in 

the  fine  arts  as  Mr. ,  residing  at  Cleikum. 

If  Mr. should  be  inclined,  upon  becoming 

further  acquainted  with  the  Company  and  Rcxks  «>f 
the  Place,  to  remove  his  residence  to  the  Well,  Mr. 
WmterblosBom,  though  he  would  not  be  understood 
to  commit  himnelf  by  a  posiuve  assurance  to  that 
effect,  is  inclined  to  hope  that  an  arrangement  might 
be  made,  notwithstanding  the  extreme  crowd  of  ne 
Mason,  10  accommodate  Mr. at  the  lodging- 
house,  called  Lilliput-Hall.    It  will  much  conduce  to 

fiiciliiate  this  negotiation,  if  Mr. would  have 

the  goodness  to  send  an  exact  note  of  his  stature,  as 
Captain  Rannletree  seems  disposed  to  resign  the 
fi)tding-bcd  at  Lilliput-Hall,  on  account  of  his  finding 
it  rather  deficient  in  length.    Mr.  Wintcrblossom  begs 

futher  to  assure  Mr. of  the  esteem  in  which 

he  holds  his  genius,  and  of  his  high  personal  consi- 
deration. 

"  For ,  Esquire, 

Cleikum  Inn,  Old  Town  of 
Sl  Rooan's. 

"  The  Public  Room», 
Hotel  and  TViUtne,  SL  Ronan'e  WtU, 
4v,  4k.  4»c. 

The  above  card  was  written  (we  love  to  be  precise 
in  matters  concerning  orthography)  in  a  neat,  round, 
ckrk-like  hand,  which,  like  Mr.  win terblossom's  cha- 
racter, in  many  particulars  was  most  accurate  and 
Gommonulacc.  though  betraying  an  affectation  both 
of  flourish  ana  of  facility. 

The  next  billet  was  a  contrast  to  the  diplomatic 
gravity  and  accuracy  of  Mr.  Wintcrblossom's  oi!icial 
communication,  and  ran  thus,  the  young  divine's 
academic  jests  and  classical  flowers  of  eloquence 
being  mingled  with  some  wild  flowers  from  the 
teeming  fancy  of  Lady  Penelope. 

"A  choir  of  Dn'ads  and  Naiads,  assembled  at  the 
healing  spring  of  St.  Ronan's,  have  learned  with 
Mirprise  that  a  youth,  gifted  by  Apollo,  when  the 
Deity  was  prodigal,  with  two  of  his  most  esleeined 
etidowments,  wanders  at  will  among  their  domains, 
frequenting  grove  and  river,  without  once  dreaming 
of  paying  homage  to  its  tutelary  deities.  He  is,  there- 
foie,  summoned  to  their  presence,  and  prompt  obedi- 
ence will  insure  him  forgiveness;  but  in  case  of  con- 
tumacy, let  him  beware  how  he  again  essays  either 
the  lyre  or  the  pallet. 

**  PosUcripi.  The  adorable  Penelope,  long  enrolled 
among  the  Goddesses  for  her  beauty  and  virtues,  gives 
Nectar  and  Ambrosia,  which  mortals  call  tea  and 
cake,  at  the  Public  Rooms,  near  the  Sacred  Spring, 
•n  Thursday  evening,  at  eight  o'clock,  when  the 
Mutes  never  fail  to  attend.  The  stranger's  presence 
is  requested  to  participate  in  the  delighta  of  the 
evening. 

**  Second  Postscript  A  shephprd,  ambitiously  aim- 
ing at  more  accommodation  than  his  narrow  cot 
afiords,  leaves  it  in  a  day  or  two. 

•  AMuradlf  tb«  thin;  U  to  be  hifed.*-Jj  Tim  LQ*  IL 

"  Postscript  third.  Our  Iris,  whom  mortals  know 
as  Trotting  Nelly  in  her  tartan  cloak,  will  bring  us 
the  stranger's  answer  to  our  celestial  summons." 

This  letter  was  written  in  a  delicate  Italian  hand. 


garnished  with  fine  hair-strokes  and  dashea,  which 
were  sometimes  so  dexterously  thrown  off  as  to  re- 
present lyres,  pallets,  vases,  and  other  appropriate 
deourations,  suited  to  the  tenor  of  the  contents. 

The  third  epistle  was  a  complete  contrast  to  the 
other  two.  It  was  written  in  a  coarse,  irregular, 
achoolboy  half-text,  which,  however,  aeenied  to  have 
cost  the  writer  as  much  pains  as  if  it  had  been  a 
flpecimen  of  the  must  exquisite  caligraphy.  And 
these  were  the  contents  ^— 

"  Spb— Jack  Moobray  has  betted  with  me  that  the 
samon  you  killed  on  Saturday  last  we^d  ni  to  eiteui 
pounda,— I  say  nyer  sixteen.— So  you  being  a  spurts- 
man,  'tis  refer'd.— So  hope  vou  will  come  or  send 
me't :  do  not  doubt  you  will  De  en  honour.  The  bet 
is  a  dozen  of  claret,  to  be  drank  at  the  hotel  by  our 
own  aett,  on  Monday  next;  and  we  beg  you  will 
make  one;  and  Moobrsy  hopes  you  will  come  down. 
—Being,  sir,  your  most  huiubel  servant,— Bingo  Binka 
Baronet,  ami  of  Block-hall. 

**  PostscripL  Have  sent  some  loops  of  Indian 
gout,  also  some  black  hakkles  of  my  groom's  dreesu 
ing ;  hope  they  will  prove  killing,  as  suiting  river  and 


No  answer  was  received  to  any  of  these  invitations 
for  nM>re  than  three  days ;  which,  while  it  secretly, 
rather  added  to  than  diminished  the  curiosity  of  the 
Wdlers  concerning  the  Unknown,  occasioned  much 
railing  in  public  against  him,  as  ill-mannered  and 
rude. 

Mean  time,  Francis  TyrreL  to  his  great  surprise, 
began  to  find,  like  the  philosopniTS.  that  he  waa  never 
less  alone  than  when  alone.  In  the  most  silent  and 
seriuestered  walks,  to  which  the  present  suie  of  his 
mind  induced  him  to  betake  himsell^  he  waa  sure  to 
find  Bome  strollers  from  the  Well,  to  whom  he  had 
become  the  object  of  so  much  solicitous  interesu 
Quite  innocent  of  the  knowledge  thst  he  himself  pos- 
sessed the  attraction  which  occasioned  his  meeting 
them  so  frequently,  he  began  to  duubt  whether  the 
Lady  Penelope  and  her  maidens— Mr.  Wintcrblossom 
and  his  gray  pony— the  parson  and  his  short  black 
coat  ana  raven-gray  pantaloons— were, not  either 
actually  polygraphic  copies  of  the  same  individualu, 
or  possessed  of  a  celerity  of  inotioii  reaembling  ornni^ 
presence  and  ubiouity;  for  no  where  could  he  go 
without  meeting  them,  and  that  oftoner  than  onco 
a-day,  in  the  course  of  his  walka.  ,  Sometimes  the 
presence  of  the  sweet  Lycoris  was  intimated  by  the 
sweet  prattle  in  an  adjacent  shndi^ ;  sometimes,  when 
Tyrrel  thought  himself  nfost  solitary,  the  parson  a  flute 
waa  heard  snoring  forth  (vramachree  Molly ;  and  if 
he  betook  himself  to  the  rivor,  he  was  pretty  sure  to 
find  his  sport  watched  by  Sir  Bingo  or  aome  of  his 
frienda. 

The  eflbrts  which  T>'rrel  made  to  escape  from  this 
persecution,  and  the  impatience  of  it  which  his  man- 
ner indicated,  procured  him,  among  the  Wellers,  the 
name  of  the  MutoTithrope :  and,  once  distinguished 
as  an  object  of  curiosity,  lie  was  the  person  most 
attended  to,  who  could  at  the  ordinary  ot  tlve  day  giv** 
the  most  accurate  account  of  where  the  Misanthrope 
had  been,  and  how  occupied  in  the  course  of  the 
morning.  And  so  far  was  "Tyrrers  shyness  from 
diminishing  the  desire  of  the  Wellers  for  his  societj-, 
that  the  latter  feeling  increased  with  the  difficulty  of 
gratification,— as  the  angler  feels  the  most  peculiar 
mterest  when  throwing  his  fly  for  the  most  cunnijig 
and  considerate  trout  in  the  pool. 

In  short,  such  was  the  interest  which  the  excited 
imaginations  of  the  company  took  in  the  Misan- 
thrope,  that,  notwithstanding  the  unamiable  qualities 
which  the  word  expresses,  there  was  only  one  of  tin 
society  who  did  not  desire  to  see  the  sptt^imcn  al 
their  rooms,  for  the  purpose  of  examining  him  closely 
and  at  leisure;  and  the  ladies  were  particularly  de- 
airous  to  inquire  whether  he  was  actually  a  Miaan- 
thrope?  whether  he  had  been  alwaya  a  Miaan- 
thrope?  What  had  induced  him  to  become  a  Misan- 
thrope? And  whether  there  were  no  means  of 
inducing  him  to  cense  to  be  a  Misanthrope? 

One  individual  unlyi   aa  we  have  aaidt  neither 
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to  see  nor  hear  more  of  the  mtppoacd  Timon 

of  Cleikam,  and  that  was  Mr.  Mowbray  of  St.  Ro- 
nan's.  Through  the  medium  of  that  venerable  cha- 
racter John  Pimer.  professed  weaver  and  practical 
black-fisher  in  the  Auhoun  of  St.  Ronan's,  who  usu- 
ally attended  Tyrrcl,  to  show  him  the  caste  of  the 
river,  carry  his  bag^  and  so  forth,  the  Squire  had  as- 
certained that  the  judgment  of  Sir  Bingo  regarding 
*he  diaputod  wei|(ht  of  the  fish  was  more  correct  than 
nis  own.  This  mferred  an  immediate  loaa  of  honour, 
besides  the  pavmcnt  of  a  heavy  bill.  And  the  con- 
■equencea  mignr  be  yet  more  serioos ;  nothing  short 
of  the  emancipation  of  Sir  Bingo,  who  had  hitherto 
been  Mowbray's  convenient  shadow  and  adherent, 
but  who,  if  triumphant,  confiding  in  his  superiority  of 
nidgment  upon  83  important  a  vpinU  might  either  cut 
nim  altogether,  ur  expect  that,  in  future,  the  Squire. 
who  had  long  seemed  the  planet  of  their  set,  should 
be  content  to  roll  around  himself,  Sir  Bingo,  in  the 
capacity  of  a  satellite. 

The  Squire,  therefore,  devoutly  hoped  that  Tyrrers 
restive  disposition  might  continue,  to  prevent  the 
decisioa  of  the  bet,  while,  at  the  same  time,  he  nou- 
rished a  very  reasonable  de]gree  of  dislike  to  that 
ctranger,  who  had  been  the  indirect  occasion  of  tlie 
unpleasant  predicament  in  which  he  found  himself^ 
bv  not  catching  a  salmon  weighing  a  pound  heavier. 
He.  therefore,  openly  censured  the  meanness  of  those 
who  proposed  taking  further  notice  of  Tyrrel,  and 
Teferred  to  the  unanswered  letters,  as  a  piece  of  im- 
pertinence which  announced  him  to  be  no  gentle- 


But  though  appearances  were  against  him,  and 
though  he  was  in  truth  naturally  inclined  to  solitude, 
and  averse  to  the  affectation  and  bustle  of  such  a 
society,  that  part  of  Tyrrel' s  behaviour  which  indi- 
cated ill-breeding  was  easily  accounted  for,  by  his 
never  having  received  the  letters  which  retiuired  an 
answer.  Trotting  Nelly,  whether  unwilling  to  face 
her  gossip,  Meg  Dods.  without  bringing  back  the 
drawing,  or  whether  oblivious  throufm  the  influence 
of  the  doable  dram  wth  which  she  had  been  indulged 
at  the  Well,  jumbled  off  with  her  cart  to  her  beloved 
village  of  Scate-raw,  from  which  she  transmitted 
the  letters  bv  the  first  bare-legged  gillie  who  travelled 
towards  Aoltoun  of  St.  Ronan's:  so  that  at  last,  but 
after  a  long  delay,  they  reached  the  Cleikum  Inn  and 
the  hands  of  Mr.  Tvrrel. 

The  arrival  of  these  documents  explained  some 
part  of  the  oddity  of  behaviour  which  had  surprised 
him  in  his  neighbours  of  the  Well ;  and  as  he  saw 
they  had  got  somehow  an  idea  of  his  being  a  lion 
extraordinary,  and  was  sensible  that  such  is  a  cha- 
rMter  etiually  ridiculous,  and  difficult  to  support,  he 
hastened  to  write  to  Mr.  Winterblossom  a  card  in  the 
style  of  ordinary  mortals.  In  this  he  stated  the  de- 
lay occasioned  by  miscarriage  of  the  letter,  and  hia 
regret  on  that  account ;  exprcsBed  his  intention  of 
dining  with  the  company  at  the  Well  on  the  suc- 
ceeding day,  while  he  regretted  that  other  circum- 
stances, as  well  as  the  state  of  his  health  and  spirits, 
would  p^init  him  this  honour  very  infreqiientlv  during 
his  stay  in  the  country,  and  besged  no  trouble  might 
be  taken  about  hia  accommodation  at  the  Well,  as 
be  was  perfiectly  sarisfied  with  his  present  residence. 
A  separate  note  to  Sir  Bingo,  said  he  was  happy  he 
coijld  renfy  the  weight  of  the  fish,  which  he  nad 
noted  in  his  diary ;  ("  D— n  the  fellow,  does  he  keep  a 
dainfT'  said  the  Baronet,)  and  though  the  result 
eoufd  onlv  be  particularly  a;urreeable  to  one  party, 
he  should  wish  both  winner  and  loser  mirth  with 
their  winer~he  was  sorry  he  was  unable  to  promise 
himself  the  pleasure  of  participating  in  either.  Rn- 
ckksed  was  a  signed  note  of  the  weight  of  the  fish. 
Armed  with  this.  Sir  Bingo  (■lnim(*d  his  win<j— tri- 
innp«d  in  hia  judgment— swore  louder  and  more  ar- 
ticulately than  ever  he  was  known  to  uttrr  nnv  pre- 
vioas  sounds,  that  this  Tyrrel  was  a  di^viliah  KontHt 
fellow,  and  he  trusted  to  bn  Ix'tter  airqunintcd  with 
him;  while  the  crest-fallen  Squire,  privately  cursing 
the  stranger  by  nil  his  gods,  hnd  no  mode  of  silencing 
bis  companion  but  by  allowing  his  loss,  and  fixing  a 
dav  for  discussing  the  bet. 

IQ  the  public  rooms  the  company  examined  even 
C 


microscopically  the  response  of  the  stranger  to  Mr. 
Winterbk>8Som,  straining  their  ingenuity  to  discover 
in  the  most  ordinary  expressions,  a  deeper  and  eso 
teric  meaning,  expressive  of  something  mysterious, 
and  not  meant  to  meet  the  eye.  Mr.  Meiklewham, 
the  writer^  dwelt  on  the  word  circumstance9f  which 
he  read  with  peculiar  emphasis. 

*'Ah,  poor  ladf  he  concluded,  "I  doubt  he  sits 
cheaper  at  Meg  Don's  chimnev-comer  than  hecoukl 
do  with  the  present  cornpany." 

Doctor  Quackleben,  in  the  manner  of  a  cler]gyman 
selecting  a  word  from  hia  text,  as  that  which  is  to  be 
particularly  insisted  upon,  repeated  in  an  under  tone, 
the  words,  "  State  qffualth  ?—umph— state  of  health? 
—Nothing  acute— no  one  has  been  sent  for— must  be 
chronic— tending  to  gout,  perhaps.— Or  his  shyness 
to  society— light  wild  eyq:— irregular  step— starting 
when  met  suddenly  by  a  stranger,  and  turning  ab- 
ruptly and  angrily  away— Pray,  Mr.  Winterblossom, 
let  me  have  an  order  to  look  over  the  file  of  newspa- 
pers—it's very  troublesome  that '  restriction  about 
consulting  them.'* 

"You  know  it  is  a  necessary  one.  Doctor,"  said  the 
president;  "because  so  few  of  the  good  company 
read  any  thing  else,  that  the  old  newspapers  would 
have  been  worn  to  pieces  long  since." 

••  Well,  well,  let  me  have  the  order,"  said  the  Doc- 
tor; "I  remember  something  of  a  gentleman  run 
awav  from  his  friends— I  must  look  at  the  description. 
—I  believe  I  have  a  strait-jacket  somewhere  about 
the  Dispensary." 

While  this  suggestion  appalled  the  male  part  of  the 
company,  who  did  not  much  relish  the  approaching 
dinner  in  company  with  a  gentleman  whoee  situation 
seemed  so  precarious,  some  of  the  younger  Misses 
whispered  to  each  other— "Ah,  poor  fellow  t— and  if 
it  be  as  the  Doctor  supposes,  my  lady,  who  knows 
what  the  cause  of  his  iflness  may  have  been?- His 
spirits  he  complains  of— ah,  poor  man !" 

And  thus,  by  the  ingenious  commentaries  of  the 
company  at  the  Well,  on  as  plain  a  note  as  ever 
covered  the  eighth  part  of  a  sheet  of  foolscap,  th« 
writer  was  deprived  of  his  property,  his  reason,  and 
his  heart,  "all  or  cither,  or  one  or  other  of  them,"  as 
is  briefly  and  distinctly  expressed  in  the  law  phrase. 

In  short,  so  much  was  said  pro  and  ron.  so  many 
ideas  started  and  theories  maintained,  concerning  the 
disposition  and  character  of  the  Misanthrope,  that, 
when  (he  company  assembled  at  the  usual  lime,  be- 
fore proceeding  to  dinner,  they  doubted,  as  it  seemed, 
whether  the  expected  addition  to  their  society  was  to 
enter  the  room  on  his  hands  or  his  feet;  and  when 
*'Mr.  Tyrrel"  was  announced  by  Toby,  at  the  top  of 
his  voice,  the  gentleman  who  entered  the  room  had 
so  very  little  to  distinguish  him  from  others,  that  there 
was  a  momentary  disappointment.  The  ladies,  in 
particular,  began  to  doubt  whether  the  compound  of 
talent,  misanthropy,  madmm  and  mental  sensibilit)*, 
which  they  had  pictured  to  tncmselvea  actually  was 
the  same  with  the  genteel,  and  even  fai<nionahle  look- 
ing man  whom  they  saw  l>efore  them ;  who,  though  in 
a  mornin)i^-drc>ss,  which  the  distance  of  his  residence, 
und  the  freedom  of  the  place,  made  excusable,  had, 
even  in  the  minute  points  of  his  exterior,  none  of  the 
negligtincc,  or  wildness,  which  might  be  supposed  to 
attacTi  to  the  Vfrstments  of  a  misanthropic  recluse, 
whether  sane  or  insane.  As  he  paid  his  compliments 
round  the  circle,  the  scales  stw^med  to  fall  from  the 
eyes  of  those  he  spoke  to ;  and  they  saw  with  sur- 
priM\  that  the  exaggerations  had  existed  entirely  in 
thiir own  preconceptions,  and  that  whatever  the  for- 
tunes, or  rank  in  life,  of  Mr.  Tyrrel  might  be,  his  man- 
ners, without  beiiig  showy,  were  gentlemanlike  and 
pleasing.  He  reCirned  his  thanks  to  Mr.  Winter- 
blossom in  a  manner  which  iniule  that  gentleman 
recall  his  b«;st  breeding  to  answer  the  stranger's  ad- 
dress in  kind.  He  then  escajwl  from  theawkwardniess 
of  remaining  the  sole  object  of  attention,  by  gliding 
gradually  among  the  company,— not  like  an  owi, 
which  setks  to  hide  itwlf  in  a  thicket,  or  ari  awkvrard 
and  retired  man,  shrinkin<;  from  the  society  into  which 
he  is  compelU<d,  but  with  the  air  of  one  who  couki 
maintain  with  ease  his  port  in  a  higher  circle.  Hii 
address  to  I^dy  Penebpe  was  adapted  to  the  roman 
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Ire  tone  of  Mc  Cbattcr)sr*8  epistle,  to  which  it  was 
necewary  to  aUucic.  He  was  afraid,  he  raid,  ho  miiat 
complain  to  Juno  of  the  neglect  of  Irifi,  for  her  im>- 
Kularity  in  delivery  of  a  certain  ettiereal  command, 
which  ne  had  not  dnred  to  oniiwcr  otherwise  than  hy 
mute  obedience— unless,  indeed,  as  the  hnpqrt  of  the 
letter  seemed  to  infer,  the  invitation  was  designed  for 
Mme  more  gifted  individual  than  he  to  whom  chance 
had  assigned  it 

Lady  Penelope  by  her  lips,  and  many  of  the  young 
ladies  with  their  eyes,  assured  him  there  was  no  mis- 
take in  the  matter ;  that  he  was  really  the  gifted  person 
whom  the  nymphs  had  summoned  to  their  presence, 
and  that  they  were  well  aeuusinted  with  his  talents  as 
a  poet  and  a  painter.  T>'rrel  disclaimed,  with  earnest- 
ness and  gravity,  the  charge  of  |>oetry,  and  professed, 
that,  far  from  attempting  the  art  itself;  he  "read 
with  rcluctanco  all  but  the  productions  of  the  very 
iirst-rate  poets,  and  some  of  these— he  was  almost 
afraid  to  say— be  should  have  liked  better  in  humble 
prose." 

"You  have  now  only  to  disown  your  -^kill  as  an 
artist,"  said  Lady  Penelope,  *'  and  we  most  consider 
Mr.  Tyrrel  as  the  falsest  and  most  deceitful  of  his 
sex,  wtio  has  a  mind  to  deprive  us  of  the  opportunity 
of  benefiting  by  the  productions  of  his  unparalleled 
endowments.  I  assure  -you  I  shall  put  my  young 
friends  on  their  guard.  Such  dissimulation  cannot  be 
without  its  object." 

"  Ami  I,"  -said  Mr.  Winterblossom.  "  can  produce  a 
piece  of  real  evidence  acainst  the  rufprit." 

So  saying,  he  unrolled  the  sketch  which  he  had 
filched  from  Trotting  Nelly,  and  which  he  had  pared 
and  pasted,  (arts  in  which  he  was  eminent,)  so  as  to 
take  out  its  creases,  repair  its  breaches,  and  vamp  it 
as  well  as  my  old  friend  Mrs.  Weir  could  nave  repaired 
the  damages  of  time  on  iv  folio  Shakspeare. 

"The  vara  cormu  eUlicti^"  said  the  writer, grinning 
and  rubbing  his  hands. 

"If  you  are  so  good  as  to  call  such  scratches  draw- 
ings," said  Tyrrel.  "I  must  stand  so  far  confessed.  I 
uttd  to  do  them  for  my  own  amusement ;  but  since 
my  landlady.  Mrs.  Dods,  has  of  late  discovenni  that 
1  gain  my  livelihood  by  them,  why  should  I  dis- 
own itT* 

This  avowal,  made  without  the  least  appearance 
either  of  shame  or  retenutt  seemed  to  have  a  striking 
I'ticct  on  the  whole  society.  The  president's  trembling 
hand  stole  the  sketch  back  to  the  portfolio,  afraid 
doubtless  it  miglit  be  claimed  in  form,  or  else  conv 
pensation  expected  by  the  anisL  Lady  Penelope  was 
disconcerted,  like  an  awkward  horse  when  it  changes 
the  leading  foot  in  galloping.  She  had  to  n^c  from 
the  respectful  and  easy  footing  on  which  he  had  con* 
trived  to  place  himself;  to  one  which  might  express pa^ 
tronogc  on  her  own  part,:and  dependence  on  Tyrrers ; 
and  this  could  not  be  done  in  a  moment. 

The  Man  of  Law  murmured,  "  Circumstancea— 
circumstances— I  thought  so  T' 

Sir  Bingo  whispered  to  his  friend  the  S<niire,  "  Run 
out- blown  up— off  the  course— pity— d—d  pretty  fel- 
Iqw  he  has  been !" 

"A  raff  from  the  beginning  I'*  whispered  Mowbny. 
— "  I  never  thought  him  any  thing  else." 

"Til  hold  ye  a  poney  of  that,  my  dear,  and  Til  ask 
him." 

'*  Done,  for  a  poney,  provided  you  ask  him  in  ten 
minutes,"  said  the  Squire;  "but  vou  dare  not,  Bingie 
—he  has  a  d—d  cross  game  look,  vrith  all  that  dvil 
chafT  of  his."  , 

**  Done,"  aaki  Sir  Bin/90,  but  in  a,  less  confident 
tone  than  before,  and  with  a  determination  to  pro- 
reed  with  some  caution  in  the  matter.—"  I  have 
got  a  rouleau  above,  and  Winterblossom  shall  hold 

"I  have  no  rouleaa"  said  the  Squire;  "but  1*11  fly 
•  cheque  on  Meiklewham." 

"  Sec  it  be  better  than  your  last,"  said  Sir  Bingo, 
"  for  I  won't  be  skylarked  again.  Jack,  my  boy,  you 
are  had." 

"Not  till  the  bet's  won ;  and  I  shall  see  yon  walk- 
ing dandy  break  your  head,  Bingie  before  that,^* 


answered  Mowbray.  **Beii  ipeak  to  the  Captaia 
before  hand— it  is  a  hellish  ycrape  you  are  runninn 
into— ril  let  you  off  yet,  Bingie,  for  a  guinea  forfieiiu— 
See,  I  am  just  going  to  start  the  tattler." 

"«iart,  and  be  d—d  T'  said  Sir  Bingo.  "You  are 
gotten,  I  apsiirc  you  o'  that,  Jack."  And  with  a  bow 
and  a  shufife,  he  went  up  and  introduced  liimself  to 
the  stranger  as  Sir  Bingo  Binks. 

"  Had— honou]^ write— sir,"  were  the  only  sounds 
which  his  throat,  or  rather  his  cravat  seemed  to  send 
forth. 

"  Confound  the  booby !"  thought  Mowbray ;  "  he 
will  get  out  of  leadinff  strings,  if  he  goes  on  at  this 
rate ;  and  doubly  confounded  be  this  cursed  tramper, 
who,  the  Lurd  knows  why,  has  come  hither  from  the 
Lord  knows  where,  to  drive  the  pigs  through  my 
game." 

In  the  mean  time,  while  his  friend  stood  with  bis 
stop-watch  in  his  hand,  with  a  visage  lengthened  un- 
der the  influence  of  thesf>  reflections,  Sir  Bingo,  with 
sn  instinctive  tact,  which  self-preservation  seemed 
U>  dictate  to  a  brain  neither  the  niosi  delicate  nor 
subtle  in  the  world,  premised  his  inquiry  by  some 
general  remark  on  fishing  and  field-eporta.  With  all 
these,  he  found  Tyrrel  more  than  passably  acquainted. 
Of  fishing  and  shooting,  particularly,  he  spoke  with 
something  like  enthusiasm  1  so  that  Sir  Bingo  began 
to  hold  Aim  in  considerable  reaped,  and  to  assure 
himself  that  he  could  not  be,  or  at  least  could  not 
originally  have  been  bred,  the  itinerant  artist  which 
he  now  gave  himself  out— and  this,  with  the  fast 
lapse  of  the  timejnduced  him  thus  to  address  Tyr- 
tel.— "  I  say,  Mr.  Tyrrel— why,  you  liave  been  one  of 
us— I  say"— — - 

"  If  you  mean  a  sportsman,  Sir  Biogo— I  have  been, 
and  am  a  pretty  keen  one  still,"  replied  Tyrrel. 

"  Why.  then,  you  did  not  always  do  them  sort  of 
things  r 

"What  sort  of  things  do  you  mean.  Sir  Bingo?" 
said  Tyrrel  "  I  have  not  the  pleasure  of  understand- 
ing you." 

^'  Why,  I  mean  them  sketches,"  said  Sir  Bingo 
"  I'll  give  you  a  handsome  order  for  them,  if  you  will 
tell  me.    I  will,  on  my  honour." 

"Docs  it  concern  you  particalarly.  Sir  Bingo,  to 
know  any  thing  of  my  affairs  7"  raid  Tyrrel. 

"  No— certainly— not  immediately^"  answered  Sir 
Bingo,  with  some  hesitation,  for  he  liked  not  the  dry 
tone  in  which  Tyrrel's  answers  were  returned,  half 
so  well  as  a  bumper  of  dry  sherry :  "onlv  I  said  you 
were  a  d—d  gnostic  fellow,  and  1  laid  a  bet  you  have 
not  been  alwaya  profespional— that'a  all." 

Mr.  Tyrrel  replied,  "A  bet  with  Mr.  Mowbray,  I 

^  Yes,  with  Jack,**  replied  the  Baronet— "you  have 
hit  it— I  hope  I  have  done  him  7" 

Tyrrel  bent  his  brows,  and  looked  first  at  Mr.  Mow- 
bray, then  at  the  Baronet,  and,  after  a  moment's 
thought,  addressed  the  latter.— "Sir  Bingo  Binka, 
you  are  a  gentleman  of  elegant  inqjiiiry  and  acute 
judement.— You  are  perfectly  right— I  was  not  bred 
to  the  profession  of  an  artist,  nor  did  I  practise  it  for- 
meriy,  whatever  I  may  do  now ;  and  so  that  question 
is  answered." 

"And  Jack  is  diddled  "  said  the  Baronet,  smiUng 
his  thigh  in  triumph,  and  turning  towards  the  Squire 
and  the  stake-holder,  with  a  smile  of  exultation. 

"Stop  a  single  moment.  Sir  Bingo,"  said  Tyrrd; 
"  take  one  word  with  yon.  I  have  a  great  respect  for 
bets,— it  is  part  of  an  Englishman's  charter  to  bet 
on  what  he  thinks  fit,  and  to  prosecute  his  inquiries 
over  hedge  and  ditch,  as  if  he  were  steeple-hunting. 
But  as  I  have  satisfied  you  on  the  subject  of  two  beta, 
that  is  sufficient  compliance  with  the  custom  of  the 
country ;  and  therefore  1  request.  Sir  Bingo,  you  will 
not  make  me  or  my  aflTaira  the  subject  of  any  more 

*MI'll  be  d—d  if  I  do,"  was  the  internal  resolutxm 
of  Sir  Bingo.  Aloud  he  muttered  some  apologies,  and 
waa  heartilvglad  that  the  dinner-bell,  sounding  at  the 
moment,  afforded  him  an  apok>gy  for  ahuffling  off  in 
a  difl^ent  direction. 
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CHAPTER  VI.  late,  when,  perhnpn,  ss  nhp  could  not  but  obscrv** 

*^*^  ^^*^  repairs  of  the  toilet  becnme  more  necessary, 

TABLE-TAut.  ^^^  mi}?ht  Biippose  that  new  lijrhlp,  according  to  the 

4S'f!?.';.lf  "if^  ILT.7!!!I*ri.*?^JL"l^vj«w »  Po^^  were  streaminjc  on  her  mind  through  I  he  chinks 

?ISKi.lri':iS^'eteh"bcTn:,*  that  T.n»e  was  inaUin^r.    Many  of  her  fnrnd8,  how. 

Dear  ina'am,  nbuvc  all  oUier  Kreens.  ever,  thought  that  Lady  Penelope  would  have  better 

^  •      ..    *      ^     •     ._  consulted  her  genuis  by  remaining  in  rnc-diocrity,  na 

^Mi-SL''7lJ.!7uJi^iSL-  .t  «hi.k  J              .  »  fashionable  and  well-bred  woman,  than  by  parad- 

A^iU «n,  d  >x,  ch<H«  a  rui»  at  whiA  1  ^^^  j^^  ^^^  new-founded  pretensions  to  taste  and  pat- 

ronage;  but  such  was  not  her  own    opinion,  and 

Whew  Uiey  were  about  to  leave  the  room,  Lady  doubtless,  her  ladyship  was  the  best  judRc. 
Penelope  assumed  Tyrrel's  arm  uith  a  sweet  smile  On  the  other  side  of  Tyrrel  sat  Lady  Binks,  lately 
of  oonaescension,  meant  to  make  the  honoured  partv  the  beautifiil  Miss  Honnvrigg,  who,  during  the  last 
understand  in  its  fiill  extent  the  favour  conferred,  season,  had  made  the  company  at  the  Well  alternately 
Rut  the  unreasonable  artist,  far  from  intimating  the  admiTe,8mil&and8tarc,by  dancing  the  highest  High- 
least  confusion  at  an  attention  so  httle  to  be  expected,  land  fling,  riding  the  wddest  pony,  laughing  the  luud- 
ceemed  to  consider  the  distinction  as  one  which  was  esi  laugh  at  the  broadest  joke,  and  wearing  the  briefest 
iiamrally  paid  to  the  greatest  stranger  present;  and  petticoat  of  any  nymph  of  St.  Rnnan's.  Few  knew 
when  he  placed  Lady  Penelope  at  the  head  of  the  that  this  wild,  Hoydenish,  half-mad  humour,  was  only 
table,  by  Mr.  Winterblossom  the  president,  and  took  superinduced  over  her  real  character,  for  the  purpose 
a  chair  for  him»4f  betwixt  her  ladyship  and  Lady  of— getting  well  married.  She  had  fixed  her  eyes  on 
Blinks,  the  provoking  wretch  appeared  no  irioi-i;  Sir  Bingo^  and  was  aware  of  his  maxim,  that  to  catch 
wnaible  of  being  exalted  above  his  propter  rank  in  him,  "  a  girl  must  be,"  in  his  own  phrase,  "  bang  up 
society,  than  if  he  had  been  sitting  at  the  bottom  of  to  every  thing;"  and  that  he  would  choose  a  wife  for 
the  table  by  honest  Mrs.  Blower  from  the  Bow-head,  theneck-or-nothingqualities  which  recommend  a  good 
who  had  come  to  the  Well  to  carry  of  the  dregs  of  hunter.  She  made  out  her  catch-match,  and  she  was 
the  InJUenzU^  which  she  scorned  to  term  a  surfeit.  miserable.    Her  wild  good-humour  was  entirely  an 

Now  this  indifTcrence  puzzled  Lady  Penelope's  assumed  part  of  her  character;  which  was  passionate, 

ome  extremely,  and  irritated  her  desire  to  get  at  the  ambitious,  and  thoughtful.    Delicacy  she  had  none— 

bottom  of  Tyrrel's  mystery,  if  there  was  one,  and  she  knew  Sir  Bingo  was  a  brute  and  a  fool,  even  while 

vecore  him  to  her  own  party.    If  you  were  ever  at  a  she  was  hunting  him  down ;  but  she  had  so  far  mis- 

waterinp place,  reader,  you  know   that   while   the  taken  her  own  feelings,  as  not  to  have  expected  that 

puests  do  not  always  pay  the  most  polite  attention  to  when  she  became  bone  of  his  bone,  she  should  feel  so 

Qnmarked  individuals,  the  appearance  of  a  stray  lion  much  shame  and  anger  when  she  saw  his  folly  expose 

makes  an  interest  as  strong  as  it  is  reasonable,  and  him  to  be  laughed  at  and  plundered,  or  so  disgusted 

the  Amazonian  chiefs  of  each  coterie,  like  the  hunters  when  his  brutality  became  intimately  connected  with 

of  Buenos- Ayres,  prepare  their  lasto^  and  manucuvre  herself.    It  is  true,  he  was  on  the  whole  rather,  an 

to  the  tx^t  advantage  they  can,  each  hoping  to  noose  innocent  monster;  and  between  bitting  and  bridling* 

the  unsuspicious  monster,  and  lead  him  captive  to  coaxing  and  humouring,  might  have  been  made  to 

her  own  menagerie.    A  few  words  concerning  Lady  pad  on  well  enough.    But  an  unhappy  boggling  which 

Poielope  Penfcather  will  explain  why  she  practised  had  taken  place  previous  to  the  declaration  of  their 

this  sport  with  even  more  than  common  zeal.  private    marriage,  had  so  exasperated   her  spirits 

She  was  the  daughter  of  an  carl,  possessed  a  asainst  her  helpmate,  that  modes  of  conciliation  were 

riiowy  person,  and  features  which  might  be  called  the  last  she  was  likely  to  adopt.    Not  only  had  the 

handsome  in  youth,  though  now  rather  too  much  assistance  of  the  Scottish  Themia  so  propitiously  in- 

pranoneSs  to  render  the  term  proper.    The  nose  was  diligent  to  the  foibles  of  the  fair,  been  resorted  to  on 

beoome  sharper ;  the  cheeks  had  lost  the  roundness  the  ooeasion,  but  even  Mars  seeined  ready  to  enter 

of  youth ;  and  as,  during  fifteen  years  that  she  had  upon  the  tapis,  if  Hymen  had  not  intervened.    There 

reigned  a  beauty  and  a  ruling  toast,  the  right  man  was,  dt  parte  monat^  a  certain  brother  of  the  lady— 

hod  not  spoken,  or,  at  least,  had  not  spoken  at  the  an  officer— and,  as  it  happened,  on  leave  of  absence,— 

light  time,  her  ladyship  now  rendered  sufficiently  who  alight(>d  from  a  hack-chaise  at  the  Fox  Hotel,  at 

independent  by  the  inheritance  of  an  old  relation,  eleven  aclock  at  night,  holding  in  his  hand  a  slip  of 

fpoke  in  praise  of  friendship,  began  to  dislike  the  well-dried  oak,  accompanied  by  another  gentleman, 

town  in  summer,  and  to  ''babble  of  green  firlds."  who,  like  himself,  wore  a  military  travelling-cap  and 

About  the  time  Lady  Penelope  thus  changed  the  a  black  stock ;  out  of  the  sakl  ch^sc,  as  was  reported 

tenor  of  her  life,  she  was  fortunate  enough,  with  Dr.  by  the  trusty  Toby,  was  handed  a  small  reisc-sac,  on 

Quackleben's  ossistnncc,  to  find  out  the  virtues  of  Andrew  Ferrara,  and  a  neat  mahogany  box,  eighteen 

St.  Ronan's   spring ;   and  having  contributed   her  inches  long,  three  deep,  and  some  six  broad.    Next 

share  to  estoblish  the  urbs  in  rure^  which  had  risen  morning  a  solemn  j^alaveT  (as  the  natives  of  Mada- 

around  it,  she  eat  herself  down  as  leader  of  the  gascar  call  their  national  convention)  was  held  at  an 

ftabiuns  m  the  little  province  which  she  had  in  a  unusual  hour,  at  which  Captain  MacTurk  and  Mr. 

great  measure  both  discovered  and  colonized.    She  Mowbray  assisted  ;  and   the  upshot  wasL  that   at 

was  therefore,  justly  desirous  to  compel  homage  and  breakfast  the  company  were  made  happy  by  the  in- 

tiibate  from  all  who  should  approach  the  territory.  formation,  that  Sir  Bingo  had  been  for  some  weeks  the 

In  other  reepectH,  Lady  Penelope  pretty  much  re-  happy  bridegroom  of  tneir  general  favourite;  which 

iembled  the  numerous  class  she  belonged  to.    She  union,  concttaled  for  family  reasons,  he  was  now  at 

wofl  at  bottom  a  well-principled  woman,  but  too  liberty  to  acknowledge,  and  to  fly  with  the  wings  of 

thoughtless  to  let  her  principles  control  her  humour,  love  to  bring  his  sorrowing  turtle  from  the  shades  to 

therefore  not  scnipuloiisly  nice  in  her  society.    She  which  she  had  retin>d,  till  the  obstacles  to  their  mu- 

was  good-natured,  but  capricraus  and  whimsical^  and  tual  happiness  could  tx;  removed.    Now,  though  all 

willim?  enough  to  hti  kind  or  generous,  if  it  neither  this  sounded  very  smoothly,  that  gall-less  turtle,  Lad>' 

thwartnd  her  humour,  nor  cost  her  much  trouble  ;  Bink«v  could  never  think  of  the  tenor  of  theprocced- 

wouJd  have  chaperoned  a  young  friend  any  when,  ings  without  the  deepest  feelings  of  resentment  and 

and  moved  the  world  for  subscription  tickets ;  but  contempt  for  the  principal  actor.  Sir  Bingo. 

never  troublttd  herself  how  muck  ner  giddy  charge  Besides  all  these  unpleasant  circumstancets  Sir 

flirted,  or  with  whom ;  so  that,  with  a  numerous  Bingo's  family  had  n'fiised  to  countenance  her  wioh 

flaas  of  Misses,  her  ladyship  was  the  most  delightful  that  he  should  bring  her  to  his  own  seat ;  and  heniV 

creature  in  the  world.    Then   Lady  PHmlope  had  a  new  shock  to  her  pride,  and  new  matter  of  con- 

lived  so  much  in  society,  knew  so  exactly  v\  ht.n  to  tempt  asairif>t  poor  Sir  Bingo,  for  being  aahamed 

sp^ak.  anfi  how  to  em^apc  from  an  einbarrasj«ing  dis-  and  afraid  to  face  down  the  opposition  of  his  kint* 

mssion  by  proft^sing  ignorance,  whilr*  she  looked  folk,  for  whose  displeasure,  though  never  attending 

intcllisrenoe.  that  she  was  not  generally  di(<covered  to  any  good  advice  from  them,  he  retained  •  childisK 

lo  b«  a  iboi,  unless  when  she  set  up  for  being  re-  awe. 

narkftUy  clevar.    This  htpQened  mora  trequenuv  of  The  mjumera  of  the  young  lady  wen  w^  \n% 
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chanspd  ihsn  wnsher  temper;  and,  from  being  much 
1ooc4in.>]c-8fl  and  frtt'.  were  iM-comfi  reMTveci,  sullen,  and 
haughtyr.  A  cnnsciousiiejie  thnt  many  acrupiijci  Co 
hold  intercourse  with  her  in  society,  n^ndenni  her  dia* 
agreeably  tenacious  of  her  rank,  and  jealous  of  every 
imnn  that  appeared  like  nedect.  Slie  had  consti- 
tuted herself  mistress  of  8ir  Binf^o's  purse  ;  and,  un* 
Kstrained  in  theexpenses  of  dress  and  oquipaKe.  chose, 
contrary  to  hrr  maiden  practice,  to  be  rather  rich  and 
splendid  than  gay,  and  to  command  that  attention  by 
magnilicence,  which  she  no  longer  dciKne^l  to  solicit 
by  rendering  herself  either  agreeable  or  entertaining. 
One  secret  source  of  her  misery  was  the  necessity  of 
showing  deference  to  I^ndy  Penelope  Penfeather, 
whose  understanding  she  despised,  and  whose  pre- 
tensions to  consequence,  to  patronage,  and  to  litera-  | 
lure,  she  had  acutencss  enough  to  see  through,  and 
to  contemn :  and  this  dislike  was  the  more  grievous, 
that  she  felt  she  depended  a  good  deal  on  Lady 
Penelope's  countenance  for  the  situation  she  was  able 
to  maintoin  even.among  the  not  very  select  society  of 
8t.  Ronan's  Well ;  and  that,  neglected  by  her,  she 
must  have  dro{)[iea  lower  in  the  scale  even  there. 
Neither  was  Lady  Penelope's  kindness  to  Lady  Binks 
extremely  cordial.  She  partook  in  the  ancient  and 
ordinary  dislike  of  single  nymphs  of  a  certain  age,  to 
those  who  make  splendid  alUances  nnder  their  very 
eye^and  she  more  than  suspected  the  secret  disaffec- 
tion of  the  lady.  But  the  name  sounded  well ;  anjd 
the  style  in  which  Lady  Binks  lived  was  a  credit 
to  tlie  plaire.  So  they  satistied  (heir  mutuul  dislike 
with  saying  a  few  sharp  things  to  each  other  occa- 
siolially,  hui  all  under  the  mask  of  civility. 

Such  was  Lady  Binks ;  and  yet,  being  such,  her 
dress,  and  her  e<iuipagc  and  carnages,  were  the  enyy 
of  half  the  Misses  ot  the  Well,  who,  while  she  sat  dis- 
figuring with  sullenness  her  viry  lovely  face,  (for  it 
was  as  beautiful  as  her  shape  was  exnuisite,)  only 
thought  she  was  proud  of  having  carried  her  point, 
and  felt  herself,  with  her  large  fortune  and  diamond 
bandeau,  no  fit  company  for  the  rest  of  the  party. 
They  gave  way,  therefore,  with  meekness  to  her  do- 
inincenng  temper,  though  it  was  not  the  less  tyran- 
nical, that  in  her  maiden  state  of  hoydenhood,  she 
had  been  to  some  of  them  an  object  oi*  slight  and  of 
censure :  and  Lady  Binks  had  not  forgotten  the  of- 
fences offered  to  Miss  Bonnyrigg.  But  the  fair  sister- 
hood submitted  to  her  retahations,  as  lieutenants 
endure  the  bullvinff  of  a  rude  and  boisterous  captain 
of  the  sea,  with  the  ser;ret  determination  to  pay  it 
home  to  their  underlings,  when  they  shall  become 
captains  themselvt^s. 

In  this  stale  of  importance,  yet  of  penance,  Lady 
Binks  occupied  her  place  at  the  dinner-tabl(^  alter- 
nately dif  concerted  by  some  stupid  spr^ech  of  her  lord 
and  master,  and  by  some  slight  sarcasm  from  Lady 
Peneloi^e,  to  which  she  longi^ti  to  reply,  but  dared  not. 

She  lookini  from  time  to  time  at  her  neighbour 
Frank  Tyrrel,  but  without  addressing  him,  and  ac- 
cepted in  silence  the  usual  civilities  which  hcproflen»d 
to  her.  She  had  n^narked  keenly  his  interview  With 
Sir  Bingo,  and  knowing  by  exi>erience  the  manner  in 
vvhich  her  honoured  lord  was  wont  to  retreat  from  a 
dispute  in  which  he  was  onsiiccesftful,  as  well  as  his 
genius  forgetting  into  such  perplexities,  she  had  little 
doubt  that  he  had  sustaimxl  from  the  stranger  some 
new  indignity;  whom,  therefore,  she  regarded  with  a 
mixture  of  Ming,  scarce  knowing,  wneiher  to  be 
pleased  with  him  for  having  given  piiin  to  him  whom 
she  hated,  or  angry  with  him  for  having  nii'r(mrf>dqne 
in  whose  degradation  her  own  wns  net'cssarily  in- 
volved. Tlit-rt'  might  be  other  thoughts— on  the  whole, 
she  regarded  him  with  much  though  with  mute  at- 
icntiun.  He  paid  hiT  but  little  in  return,  being  almost 
entin-Iy  occiipi<  d  in  replying  to  the  questions  of  the 
cnsrosfing  Lndy  Penelope  Penf»ather. 

Receiving  poll ftj  though  rnthir  evusiye  niiswern  to 
her  incii,irii*!<  concerning  hi«<  hue  nvoc.Ttion-*,  h(Tl'»r|y- 
sh'n  could  only  li-arn  liint  Tyrrel  had  bi*en  traviHing 
in  several  remote  i>artH  of  F.inmi^  and  even  oi  .\sia. 
IhilHed,  but  not  re]mlfi(.d,  t!io  Inily  eontinucii  hf-r  cour- 
ted*, by  piinting  out  to  hisii,  as  a  stranger,  stvi.ral 
fniA  (iii.-ils  of  tlie  roinpaii)  to  whom  8lie  prMjiofKKl 
tniroduciug  him,  a  a  p&rsoha  from  whose  society  he 


might  derive  either  profit  or  amnsement.  In  the 
midst  of  this  S4»rt  of  conversation,  however,  she  sud' 
denly  stopped  short. 

"  Will  you  forgive  me,  Mr.  Tjrrel,"  she  said,  "if  I 
say  I  have  be<*n  watching  your  thoaghts  for  some 
moments,  and  that  I  have  detected  yon?  All  the 
while  that  I  have  been  talking  of  thesti  good  folks, 
and  thnt  you  have  been  making  such  civil  nr|)li(H, 
that  they  might  be  with  great  pror>riery  and  utility 
inserted  in  the  'Familiar  Dialogues,  teaching  foreign- 
ers how  to  express  themselves  in  English  upon  ondi- 
nary  occasions'— your  mind  has  been  entirely  fixed 
upon  that  empty  chair,  which  hath  remaineu  there 

S)posi(e  betwixt  our  worthy  president  and  Sir  Bingo 
inks." 

'*  I  own,  madam,*'  he  answered,  *'  I  was  a  little  sur- 
prised at  seeing  SHch  a  distinguished  seat  unoccupied, 
while  the  table  is  rather  cnmded." 

**0,  confess  more,  sir!— Confess  that  to  a  poet  a 
■eat  unoccupied— the  chair  of  Banquo— has  more 
charms  than  if  it  were  fdk^  e\'rn  as  an  alderman 
would  fill  it.— What  if  'the  Dark  Ladye*  should 
glide  in  and  occupy  it?— Woold  you  have  courage  to 
stand  the  vision,  Mr.  Tyrrtn— I  assure  you  the  thing 
is  not  impossible." 

"  mtut  is  not  impossible,  Lady  Penelope  7"  said 
Tyrrel,  somewhat  surprised. 

"  Startlinl  already '?— Nay,  then,  I  despair  of  your 
enduring  the  awful  interview." 

"What  interview*?  who  is  expected ?"  said  T>TreI, 
unable  with  the  utmost  exenion  to  suppress  some 
signs  of  curiosity,  though  he  vusoected  tnu  whole  to 
be  merely  some  mystification  of  her  ladyship. 

"How  delighted  I  am,"  she  said,  "that  I  have 
found  out  where  you  are  vulnerable  I— Expected— did 
I  say  expected  7— no,  not  expected. 

*  She  (fii&r.M,  likeNurlit,  rrom  Itnd  to  land, 
Hlte  liatli  »trau(e  pvwcr  of  sptfccli.' 
—Bat  come,  I  have  you  at  my  mercy,  and  I  will  he 
generous  and  explain.-  We  call— that  \il  omong  our- 
selves, you  understand— Miss  Clara  Mowbra)',  the 
sister  or  that  gentleman  that  sits  next  to  Mies  Par- 
ker, the  Dark  Ladye^  and  thot  seat  is  left  for  her— 
For  she  was  expected— no,  not  expected— I  forget 
again  I— but  it  was  thought  pofsible  she  might  honour 
us  to-dav,  when  our  feast  was  so  full  ami  piquant.— 
Her  brotlier  is  our  Lord  of  the  Manor— and  so  they 
pay  her  that  sort  of  civility  to  regard  her  us  a  visiter 
— and  neither  Lady  Binks  nor  I  think  of  objecting— 
She  is  a  singular  young  person,  Clara  Mowbray — she 
amuses  me  very  much— I  am  always  rather  glad  to 
see  her." 

"She  is  not  to  come  hither  to-day,"  said  Tyrrel; 
"am  I  so  to  understand  your  ladyship?" 

"Why,  it  is  past  her  time — even  her  time,"  said 
Lady  Penelope— "  dinner  was  kept  back  half  nn 
hour,  and  our  poor  invalids  were  famishing,  as  you 
may  sc*  by  the  deeds  they  have  done  sinc^.— But 
Clara  is  an  odd  creature,  and  if  she  took  it  into  her 
head  to  come  hither  at  this  moment,  hither  shr; 
would  come— she  is  very  whimsical.— Many  people 
think  hiT  handsome— hut  she  looks  so  like  some- 
thing from  another  world,  that  she  makes  me  always 
think  of  Mat  Li>wis'8  S«MX*tre  I^dy." 

And  she  repeated  with  much  cadence, 

"  There  i»  a  rliinc^tlicre  in  a  Uiing, 

I  fain  would  liavi>  fmm  Uiw : 
I  fain  would  have  that  yay  guld  riof , 

O  warriur,  five  it  me !" 

"And  then  you  remember  his  answer: 

'  This  rinr  Lord  Brooke  fl-om  hit  dauf  lilsr  look. 

And  a  iMtlcmn  ciath  Ite  »wore, 
That  that  laiiye  my  bride  >hoald  be 

When  tiiid cnuadc  wa«  o'er.' 

You  do  figures  as  well  as  landscapes,  I  suppose-.  Mr. 
Tyrrel?— You  shall  make  a  sketcui  for  me— a  slight 

*Ttin  T)aik  Lndye  is  one  of  IIiom  lanialirinfi  fVafiBimu,  in 
which  Mr.  Coh.'ridiro  haR  ^hown  n*  what  exqiiiniid  iiowcra  m 
ptM'try  hi!  hnH  Mit>eri>d  to  n>main  unrultiviitMi.  I>et  im  bo  iliniik  - 
Tul  for  w  lint  wt?  have  rrruiwd,  howewr.  The  unr'aiihioneii  on , 
driiwn  fn.m  m»  rirh  n  niinv,  m  worth  all  le  vthirh  art  can  add  ita 
hirhmr  <:(>«*iiraiioi]ii,  when  drawn  Tmrn  !«*»«  abundar-t  sourcnx 
'V\\v.  vfrM.>H  hffrtiuiiiif  the  poem  whirh  arc  pribliiihpd  HCi'nratHy. 
arr  mid  to  have  Mioihfd  the  lant  lioura  of  Mr.  Vu\.  Tbey  mr% 
the  atanzii*  enutied  Love 
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thinf?— for  aketches,  I  think,  show  the  freedom  of  art 
better  than  finished  pieces— I  dote  on  the  first  corus- 
cations of  genius^flashing  like  lightning  from  the 
rloud !— Tou  shall  make  a  sketch  for  my  own  bou- 
doir-my  doj^r  sulky  den  at  Air  Castle,  and  Clara 
Mowbray  shall  sit  for  the  Ghost  Ladye." 

"That  would  be  but  a  poor  compliment  to  your 
ladyship's  friend,"  repWed  TyrreL 

*' Friend  ?  We  don't  get  quite  that  length,  though  I 
hke  Clara  very  well.— Quite  sentimental  cast  of  face 
—l  think  I  saw  an  antique  in  the  Louvre  very  like  her 
—(I  was  ihf  re  in  18O0J— quite  an  antkiue  countenance 
—eyes  something  hollowed— care  has  du^  caves  for 
them,  bat  they  are  caves  of  the  most  beautitul  marble, 
arched  with  jet— a  straight  nose,  and  absolutely  the 
(vredan  mouth  and  chin— a  profiision  of  long  straight 
black  hair,  with  the  whitest  skin  you  ever  saw— as 
white  M  the  whitest  parchment— and  not  a  shade  of 
colour  in  her  cheek— none  whatever— If  she  would 
be  naughtv,  and  borrow  a  prudent  touch  of  com- 
plexion, she  might  be  called  beautiful.  Even  as  it 
is,  many  think  her  so,  although,  surely,  Mr.  Tyrrel, 
three  colours  are  necessary  to  tno  female  face.  How- 
ever, we  used  to  call  her  the  Melpomene  of  the  Spring 
last  season,  as  we  called  Lady  Bin ks— who  was  not 
then  Lady  Binks— our  E^uphrosyne— Did  we  not,  my 
dear?" 

"*  Did  we  not  what,  madam  ?"  said  Lady  Binks,  in 
I  tone  something  sharper  than  ought  to  have  belonged 
to  so  beautiful  a  countenance. 

**  I  am  sorry  I  have  started  you  out  of  your  reverie, 
my  love,"  answered  Lady  Penelope.  "I  was  only 
assuring  Mr.  Tyrrel  that  you  were  once  Euphrosyne, 
though  now  so  much  under  the  banners  of  U  Pense- 
ro9o7' 

**  I  do  not  know  that  I  have  been  either  one  or  the 
other,"  answered  Lady  Binks ;  '*one  thing  I  certainly 
am  not— I  am  not  capable  of  understanding  your 
ladyship's  wit  and  learning." 

•^Poor  soul,"  whispered  Lady  Penelope  to  Tyrrel ; 
"  we  know  wnat  we  are,  we  know  not  what  we  may 
be.— And  now,  Mr.  Tyrrel.  I  have  been  your  sibyl  to 
guide  vou  through  this  Elysium  of  ours,  I  think,  in 
rewara,  I  deserve  a  tittle  confidence  in  return.", 

*'If  I  had  any  to  bestow,  which  could  be  in  the 
slightest  degree  interesting  to  your  ladyship,"  an- 
swered Tyrrel. 

"Oh!  cruel  man— he  will  not  understand  me  I" 
exclaimed  the  lady— **  In  plain  words,  then,  a  peep 
into  your  portfolio— just  to  see  what  objects  jou  have 
rescued  finm  natural  decay,  and  rendered  immortal 
by  the  pencil.  You  do  not  know— indeed,  Mr.  Tyr- 
rel, you  do  not  know  how  I  dote  upon  your  'serenely 
silent  art,*  second  to  poetry  alone— equal— superior 
perhaps— to  niusir," 

"I  really  have  little  that  could  possibly  b^  worth 
the  attention  of  such  a  judge  as  your  ladyship,"  an- 
swered Tyrrel;  "such  trifles  as  your  ladyship  has 
seen.  I  sometimes  leave  at  the  foot  of  the  tree  I  have 
been  sketehinz." 

'*  As  Orlando  left  his  verses  in  the  Forest  of  Ar- 
dennes?—Oh,  the  thoughtless  prodigality !— Mr.  Win- 
trrblostvjm,  do  you  hear  this  I— We  must  follow  Mr. 
T>*rrel  in  his  walks,  and  glean  what  he  leaves  behind 
him." 

Her  ladyship  was  here  disconcerted  by  some  laugh- 
tpr  on  Sir  Bine's  side  of  the  table,  which  ahe  chas- 
tie«Hl  by  an  angry  glance,  and  then  proceeded  empha- 
tically. 

"  Mr.  Tyrrel— this  must  not  be— this  is  not  the  way 
of  the  world,  my  good  sir,  to  which  even  genius  must 
stoop  its  rti;^ht.  We  must  consult  the  engraver— 
though  pi'rhaps  you  etch  as  well  as  you  draw  1" 

"  I  should  suppose  sa"  said  Mr.  Winterblossom, 
edinng  in  a  word  with  difficulty,  "from  the  freedom 
of  Mr.  Tyrrtl-s  touch." 

**1  will  not  deny  my  having  spoiled  a  little  rapper 
DOW  and  then,"  said  Tyrrel,  "since  I  am  charged 
with  the  crime  by  such  good  judges ;  but  it  has  only 
been  by  way  of  exoerimenC." 

"  Say  no  more,^  said  the  lady;  " my  darling  wish 
is  acoom[)li8hcd !— We  have  long  desired  to  have  the 
Temarknble  and  moat  romantic  spots  of  our  little  Ar- 
cadiA  biire— «poi«  coosecnted  to  friendship,  the  fine 


arts,  the  loves  and  the  graces,  immortalized  by  tlie 
graver's  art.  faithful  to  its  charge  of  fame— you  shall 
labour  on  this  task,  Mr.  Tyrrel;  wo  will  all  assist 
with  notes  and  illustrations— we  will  all  contribute- 
only  someof  us  must  be  permitted  to  remain  anony- 
mous—Fairy favours,  you  know.  Mr.  Tyrrel,  must  be 
kept  secret— And  you  shall  be  allowed  the  pillase  of 
the  Album— some  sweet  things  there  of  Mr.  Ohtt- 
terly's— and  Mr.  Edgeit  a  gentleman  of  your  own 

Crofession,  I  am  sure  will  lend  his  aid— Dr.  Quackle- 
en  will  contribute  some  scientific  notices.- And  for 
subscription" 

"  Financial— financial— your  leddyshlp,  I  speak  to 
order!"  said  the  writer,  interrupting  Lady  Penelope 
with  a  tone  of  impudent  famiUarity,  which  was  meant 
doubtless  for  jocular  ease. 

"  How  am  I  out  of  order,  Mr.  Meiklewham  7^  said 
her  ladyship,  drawing  herself  up. 

"  I  speak  to  order !— No  warrants  for  money  can 
be  extracted  before  intimation  to  the  Committee  of 
Management." 

"  Pray,  who  mentk>ned  money,  Mr.  Meiklewham?'* 
said  her  ladyship.-"  That  wretched  old  pettifogger," 
she  added  in  a  whisper  to  Tyrrel,  "  thinks  of  nothing 
else  but  the  filth v  pelt" 

"  Ye  spake  ot  subscription,  my  leddy,  whilk  is  the 
same  thing  as  money,  diifering  only  in  respect  of 
time— the  subscription  being  a  contract  dt  /uhin). 
and  having  a  tractxu  temparis  in  gremio — And  I 
have  kend  mpny  honest  folks  in  the  company  at  the 
Well,  complain  of  the  subscriptions  as  a  great  abuser 
as  obliging  them  either  to  look  unlike  other  folk,  or 
to  gie  ^oodlawful  coin  for  ballants  and  picture-books, 
and  things  they  caredna  a  pinch  of  snufTfor." 

Several  of  the  company,  at  the  lower  end  of  the 
table,  assented  both  by  nods  and  murmurs  of  appro- 
bation ;  and  the  orator  was  about  to  proceed,  when 
Tyrrel  with  difficulty  procured  a  heanng  before  the 
debate  went  farther,  and  assured  the  company  that 
her  ladyship's  goodness  had  led  her  into  an  error; 
that  he  had  no  work  in  hand  worthy  of  their  patron- 
age, and,  with  the  deepest  gratitude  for  Lady  Pene- 
lope's goodness,  had  it  not  in  his  power  to  comply 
with  her  request.  There  was  some  tittering  at  her 
ladyship's  expense,  who,  as  tlie  writer  slyly  observed, 
had  been  something  uUronious  in  her  patronage. 
Without  attempting  for  the  moment  any  rally,  (as 
indeed  the  time  which  had  passed  since  the  removal 
of  the  dinner  scarce  permitted  an  opportunity,)  Lady 
Penelope  gave  the  signal  for  the  ladies'  retreat,  and 
left  the  gentlemen  to  the  circulation  of  the  bottle. 


CHAPTER  VIL 

THE  TEA-TABLI. 

While  the  cupi. 

Which  cheer,  but  not  inebriate,  wait  on  eaeh.-Co' 

It  was  common  at  the  Well,  for  the  fair  guests  oc- 
casionally to  give  tea  to  the  company,— such  at  least 
as,  from  their  rank  and  leading  in  the  little  society, 
might  be  esteemed  fit  to  constitute  themselves  pa- 
tronesses of  an  evening;  and  the  same  lady  generally 
carried  the  authority  she  had  acquired  into  the  bolf- 
room,  where  two  nddlcs  and  a  bass,  at  a  guinea  a 
night,  with  a  quantum  mfficit  of  tallow  candles, 
(against  the  use  of  which  I^adv  Penelope  often  muti- 
nied,) enablc*d  the  company— to  use  the  appropriate 
phrase—"  to  close  the  evening  on  the  light  fantastic 
toe." 

On  the  present  occasion,  the  lion  of  the  hour,  Mr. 
Francis  Tyrrel,  had  so  little  answered  the  nigh- 
wrought  expectations  of  Lady  Penelope,  that  she  ra- 
ther regretted  having  ever  pven  herself  any  trouble 
niKJUt  hini,  and  particularly  thatofhavingmanoeuyred 
herself  into  the  patronage  of  the  tea-table  for  the 
evening,  to  the  great  ex|)enditurc  of  souchong  and 
Congo.  Accordingly,  her  ladyship  had  no  sooner 
summoned  her  own  woman,  and  her  Jilc  dcchambre, 
to  make  tea,  with  her  page,  footman,  and  postilion, 
to  hand  it  about,  (in  which  duty  they  were  assisted 
by  two  richly-laced  and  thickly-powdered  footmen  of 
Ladv  Binks's,  whose  liveries  put  to  shame  the  more 
modest  garb  of  Lady  Penclope'a,  and  even  dimnMd 
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thegloiy  of  the  supprpmef]  coronrtupon  the  buttons,) 
than  she  began  to  vilipend  and  depreciate  what  had 
been  no  long  the  object  of  htr  curiosity. 

"This  Mr.  Tyrrrf.''  she  said,  in  a  tone  of  authorita- 
tive decision,  "seems  after  all  n  very  ordinary  sort  of 
person,  quite  a  commonplace  man,  who,  she  dared 
say,  had  considered  his  condition,  in  going  to  the  old 
alehouse,  much  better  than  they  haa  done  for  him. 
when  they  asked  him  to  the  Public  Rooms.  He  had 
known  his  own  place  better  than  they  did— ihere  was 
nothing  uncommon  in  his  appi*arance  or  conversa- 
tion—nothing at  ail/rap/KiTi^— she  scarce  believed  he 
could  even  draw  that  sketch.  Mr.  Winrcrblossom. 
indeed,  made  a  great  deal  of  it ;  but  then  all  the  world 
knew  that  every  scrap  of  engraving  or  drawing,  which 
Mr.  Winierbloiwom  contrived  to  make  his  own,  was, 
the  instant  it  came  into  his  collection,  the  finest  thing 
that  ever  was  seen— that  was  the  way  with  collec- 
lors- their  geese  were  all  swans." 

"And  your  ladyship's  swan  has  proved  but  a  goose, 
mv  dearest  Lady  Pen,"  said  Lady  Binks. 

^*  Mv  swan,  dearest  Lady  Binks !  I  really  do  not 
know  how  I  have  deserved  the  appropriation." 

**  Do  not  be  angry,  my  dear  Lady  Penelope ;  I  only 
meon,  that  for  a  fortnight  and  more  you  have  spoke 
oonstnnily  o/this  Mr.  Tyrrel,  and  all  dinner-time  you 
spoke  to  him." 

The  fair  company  began  to  collect  around,  at  hear- 
ing; the  word  dear  so  often  rtpeated  in  the  same  brief 
dialogue,  which  induced  them  to  expect  sport,  and, 
like  the  vulgar  on  a  similor  occasion,  to  form  a  ring 
for  the  expected  combatants. 

"  He  sat  betwixt  us,  Lady  Pinks,"  answered  Lsdy 
Penelope,  with  dignity.  "  Vou  hud  your  usual  head- 
ache, you  know,  and,  for  the  credit  of  the  company,  I 
spoke  for  one." 

"For  two,  if  your  ladyship  pleases^"  renlicd  Lady 
Binks.  "  I  mean,"  she  added,  softenmg  tne  expres- 
aion,  "for  yourself  and  me."  , 

"I  am  sorry,"  said  Lady  Penek)pe,  "I  should  have 
spoken  for  one  who  ran  speak  so  smartly  for  her- 
pelf;  as  my  dear  Lady  Binks— I  did  not,  by  any  means, 
desire  to  engross  the  conversation— I  repeat  it,  there 
is  a  mistake  about  this  man." 

"I  think  there  is,"  said  Lady  Rinks,  in  a  tone 
which  implied  something  more  than  ntere  assent  to 
Lady  Penelope's  proposition.  ..      . ,   . 

"I  doubt  if  he  is  an  artist  at  all,"  said  the  Lady 
Penelope;  "  or  if  he  is,  he  must  be  doing  things  for  some 
Magazine,  or  Encyclopetlia,  or  some  such  inaiter." 

"  /  doubt,  too,  if  he  be  a  professionol  artist,"  said 
Lady  Binks.  "If  so,  he  is  of  the  very  highest  class, 
for  J  have  seldom  strn  a  better-bred  man." 

"There  aro  very  well-bred  artists,"  said  Lady  Pe- 
nelope.   "  It  is  the  professicm  of  a  gentleman." 

"Certainly,"  answered  Lady  Binks;  '*  but  the 
poorer  class  have  often  to  struggle  with  poverty  and 
depcndancc.  In  general  sociuiv,  they  are  like  com- 
mercial people  in  presence  of  thnir  customers;  and 
that  is  a  difficult  part  to  sustoin.  And  so  you  see  them 
of  all  sorts— shy  and  reserved,  when  they  are  con- 
scious of  merit— petulant  and  whimsical,  by  way  of 
showing  their  independence— intrusive,  in  order  to 
appear  easy —and  sometimes  obsequious  and  fawning, 
when  they  chance  to  be  of  a  mean  spirit.  But  you 
seldom  see  them  quite  at  their  ease,  and  therefore  I 
hold  this  Mr.  Tyrrel  to  be  either  an  artist  of  the  first 
class,  raised  completely  above  the  necessity  and  de- 
gradation of  patronage,  or  else  to  be  no  professional 
artist  at  all." 

Lady  Penelope  looked  at  Lady  Binks  with  much 
such  a  regard  as  Baalam  may  have  cast  upon  his 
ass,  when  he  discovered  the  animal's  capacity  for 
holding  an  argument  with  him.    She  muttered  to 


herselt- 


*Mo»anepttrU,et  mem  UparUiknP* 


But,  declining  the  oltprcotion  which  Lady  Binks 
seemed  disposed  to  enter  int(»,  she  replit>d,  with  good 
humour,  "  Well,  dearest  Rachel,  we  will  not  pull  caps 
about  this  man— nay,  I  think  your  pood  opinion  of 
him  gives  him  new  value  in  my  eyes.  That  is  always 
the  way  with  us,  my  good  fnexid  I  We  may  confess 
it  wlwn  thsrs  an  none  of  these  conceited  male 


wretches  among  os.  We  will  know  what  he  reall/ 
is— he  shall  not  wear  fem-seed,  and  walk  among  u# 
invisible  thus— what  say  you,  Maria?" 

"Indeed,  I  sny,  dear  Ladv  Pt-nelope,"  answered 
Miss  Digges,  whose  ready  chatter  we  have  already 
intruduced  to  the  reader,  "he  is  a  very  handsome 
man,  thougli  his  nose  is  too  big,  and  his  mouth  too 
wide— but  his  teeth  are  like  peari— and  he  has  such 
eyia  !— especially  when  your  ladyship  spoke  to  him. 
I  don't  tliink  you  kjokid  at  his  eyes— toey  are  quite 
deep  and  dark,  and  full  of  glow,  like  what  you  read 
to  us  in  the  letter  from  that  lady,  about  Robert 
Bums." 

"Upon  my  woni,  misa,  you  come  on  finely!"  aaic 
Lady  Penelope.— "  One  had  need  take  care  what  they 
read  or  talk  about  before  you,  I  see— Come.  Jones, 
have  mercy  upon  us— put  an  end  tu  that  sympnony  of 
tinkling  cups  and  saucer^  and  let  the  first  act  ot  the 
tea-table  begin,  if  you  please." 

"  Dovs  her  leddyship  mean  the  grace  7"  said  honest 
Mrs.  Blower,  for  the  first  time  admitted  into  thi» 
worshipful  societv,  and  busily  employed  in  arranging 
an  Imiian  hamlkcrchief^  that  might  have  msdo  a 
mainsail  for  one  of  her  husband's  smuggling  luggers, 
which  she  spread  carefully  on  her  knee,  to  prevent 
damaore  to  a  tiowered  black  silk  gown  from  the  re- 

East  of  tea  and  cake,  to  which  she  iirupoS(?d  to  do  due 
onour,— "Does  her  leddyship  mean  the  grace?  I 
see  the  minister  is  just  coming  in.— Her  leddyship 
waits  till  ye  say  a  blessing,  an  ye  pli-ase,  sir." 

Mr.  Winterbloseoni,  wno  twidled  after  the  chap- 
lain, his  toe  having  given  him  an  aliTt  hint  to  quit  ths 
dining-table,  though  he  saw  every  feature  in  the  poor 
woman's  face  swoln  with  desire  to  procure  informa- 
tion conceniing  the  ways  and  customs  of  the  place, 
passed  on  the  other  side  of  the  way,  regardless  of  her 
agony  of  curiosity. 

A  moment  after,  she  was  relieved  by  the  entrance  of 
Dr.  Quackleben,  whose  maxim  being,  that  one  patient 
was  as  well  worth  attention  as  another,  and  who 
knew  by  experience,  that  the  honoraria  oi  a  godly 
wife  of  the  Bow-head  were  as  apt  tn  lie  forthcoming, 
(if  not  more  so,)  as  my  Lady  Penelope's  he  e*en  sat 
himsi.>lf  quietly  down  by  Mrs.  Blower,  and  proceeded 
with  the  utmoBt  kindness  to  inquire  after  her  health, 
and  to  hope  he  had  not  forgotum  taking  a  table- 
spoonful  of  spirits  burnt  to  a  residuum,  in  order  to 
quality  the  crudities. 

"Indeed,  Doctor,"  said  the  honest  woman,  "I  loot 
I  the  brandy  bum  as  lang  as  I  dought  look  at  the  gude 
creature  wasting  itself  that  gate— and  then,  when  I 
was  fain  to  put  it  out  for  very'  thrift,  I  did  lake  a  thim- 
blelul  of  it,  (although  it  is  not  the  thing  I  am  used  to. 
Dr.  Quackleben,)  and  I  winna  say  but  that  it  did  ma 
good." 

"Unquestionably,  madam,"  said  the  Doctor,  "  I  am 
no  friend  to  the  use  of  alcohol  in  general,  but  there 
are  r>articular  cases— there  are  particular  cases,  Mrs. 
Blower— My  venerated  instructer,  one  of  the  greatest 
men  in  our  profession  that  ever  lived,  took  a  wine- 
glussful  of  old  rum,  mixed  with  sugar,  every  day  after 
nis  dinner." 

"  Ay  ?  dear  heart,  he  would  be  a  comfortable  doctor 
that,'  said  Mrs.  Blower.  "  He  wad  maybe  ken  sonie- 
tliing  of  my  ca5»e.    Is  he  Wvin'  think  ye,  sir  ?" 

"  Dead  for  mony  years,  madam,"  said  Dr.  Quackle- 
ben ;  "  and  there  are  but  few  of  his  pupils  that  can  fill 
bis  place,  I  assure  ye.  If  I  could  be  thought  an  excep- 
tion, it  is  only  because  1  was  a  favourite.  Ah !  bless- 
ings on  the  old  red  cloak  of  him !— It  covered  more 
of  the  healing  science  than  the  gowns  of  a  whole  mo- 
dern university." 

"There  is  ane,  sir,"  said  Mrs.  Blower,  "that  has 
been  muckle  recommended  about  Kdinburgh— Mac- 
gregor.  I  think  they  ca'  him— folk  come  f^  and  near 
toseenim."* 

"I  know  whom  you  mean,  ma'am— a  clever  man 
—no  denying  it— a  clever  man— but  there  are  certain 
cases— yours,  for  example— and  I  think  that  of  manv 
that  come  to  drink  this  water— which  I  cannot  say  I 

*  Tlie  Intn  Dr.  Grerory  is  pitiably  intiniatad,  ai  one  of  tha 
nclebraied  Dr.  Cullmi'ii  peranctal  habiti  ivprvviuiHljrnii-niinnM. 
Dr.  Gtefory  waa  diatioeuiabad  for  puttiog  Uia  patieota  ou  a 
avvcit  miinsu. 
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think  he  perfecd^f  undentands— hastj-^veiT  hastyr 
and  rapid.  Now  I— I  civc  the  disease  ita  own  way  at 
fint— then  watch  it,  Mrs.  Blower— watcb  the  turn  of 
the  tide." 

''Ay,  troth,  that's  true,"  responded  the  widow; 
"John  Blower  was  aye  watching  turn  of  tide,  puir 
Baa." 

**Then  he  is  a  starving  doctor,  Mrs.  Blowe^-re- 
duoea  diseases  as  soldiers  do  towns— by  famine,  nut 
considering  that  the  friendly  in  habitants  suffer  as 
much  as  the  hostile  ^nrison— ahem !" 

Here  he  gave  an  unportant  and  emphatic  cough, 
and  then  proceeded. 

'*!  am  no  friend  either  to  e^^ss  or  to  violent  sti- 
mulus, Mrs.  Blower— but  nature  must  be  supported— 
a  generous  diet— cordials  judiciously  thrown  in— not 
without  the  advice  of  a  medical  man— that  is  my 
opinion,  Mrs.  Blower,  to  sMak  as  a  friend— others 
Dsy  starve  their  patients  if  tney  have  a  mind." 

**It  wadna  do  for  me,  the  starving,  Dr.  Keeker- 
ben,"  said  the  alarmed  relict,—''  it  wadna  do  for  ine 
at  a^— Just  a'  I  can  do  to  wear  through  the  day  with 
Che  sma'  supports  that  nature  requires— not  a  soul  to 
kwk  after  me.  Doctor,  since  John  Blower  was  ta'en 
awa.— Thank  ye  kindly,  air,"  (to  the  servant  who 
handed  the  tea,)—"  thank  ye.  my  bonny  man,"  (to 
the  page  who  aerved  the  cake)— "Now,  dinna^  yc 
think.  Doctor,*'  (in  a  low  and  confidential  voice,) 
"that  her  leddyship's  tea  is  rather  of  the  weakliest- 
water  bewitched.  I  think— and  Mrs.  Jones,  as  they 
ca'  her,  has  cut  the  seedcAke  very  thin?" 

"It  IS  the  fashion,  Mrs.  Blower,"  answered  Dr. 
Qnackleben ;  *'  and  her  ladyship's  tea  is  excellenu 
ftit  your  taste  is  a  little  chilled,  which  is  not  uncom- 
mon at  the  first  use  of  the  waters,  so  that  you  are  not 
sensible  of  the  flavour— we  must  support  the  system 
—reinforce  the  digestive  powers— give  me  leave— 
you  are  a  stranger,  Mrs.  Blower,  and  we  must  take 
eare  of  you— I  have  an  elixir  which  will  put  that  mat- 
ter to  rights  in  a  moment." 

So  saying,  Dr.  Cluaekleben  pulled  from  his  pocket 
•  smalt  ponable  case  of  medicmes— "  Catch  mo  with- 
out my  tools^"— he  said,  "  here  I  have  the  real  useful 
pharmacopeia— the  rest  is  all  humbug  and  hard 
Barnes— this  little  case,  with  a  fortnight  or  month, 
nring  and  fall,  at  St.  Ronan's  Well,  and  no  one  will 
die  till  bis  day  come." 

Thus  boasting,  the  Doctor  drew  from  his  case  a 
hiriR  vial  or  small  flask,  full  of  a  high-coloured 
liauid,  of  which  he  ipixed  three  tea-spoonfuls  in  Mrs. 
Blowers  cup,  who,  immediately  afterwards,  allowed 
that  tli-j  flavour  was  improved  bcvoiid  all  belief,  and 
that  -it  was  '*vcra  comfortable  and  restorative  in- 
deed." 

"  Will  it  not  do  good  to  my  complaints.  Doctor?" 
said  Mr.  Winterblossom,  who  had  strolled  towards 
them,  and  held  out  his  cup  to  the  physician. 

**I  by  no  means  recommend  it,  Mr.  Wntcrblos- 
som,"  said  Dr.  Qnackloben,  shutting  up  his  case  with 
great  coolness ;  ''  your  case  is  cRdcmatous,  and  )fou 
treat  it  your  own  way— you  are  as  good  a  physician 
as  I  am,  and  I  never  interfere  with  another  prac- 
titioner's patient." 

"Well,  Doctor,"  said  Winterblossom,  M  """"i 
wail  till  Sir  Bingo  comes  in— he  has  a  hunting-flask 
usually  about  him.  which  contains  as  good  medicine 
as  yours  to  the  full." 

"^Vou  will  wait  for  Sir  Bingo  some  time."  said  the 
Doctor ;  "  he  is  a  gentleman  of  sedentary  habits— he 
hts  ordered  another  magnum." 

"  Sir  Binffo  is  an  unco  name  for  a  man  o*  Quality, 
dinna  ye  think  sne,  Dr.  Cocklehen  ?"  said  Mrs. 
Uowfr.  **  John  Blower,  when  he  was  a  wee  bit  in 
the  wind's  eye,  as  he  ca'd  it,  puir  fallow— used  to  sing 
a  sane  about  a  dog  they  ca'd  Bingo,  that  suM  hae  be- 
lanst^l  to  a  farmer.'* 

*'Our  Bingo  is  but  a  puppy  yet,  madam— or  if  a 
dog,  he  is  a  sad  dog,"  snid  Mr.  WinterblosRom,  ap- 
rlaiiding  his  own  wit,  by  one  of  his  own  inimitable 
Binilcs. 

"  Or  a  mad  dog,  rather,"  paid  Mr.  Chntterly,  "  for 
hednnkfl  no  water;"  and  he  also  smiled  gracefully 
at  thK  tlioui^ts  uf  having  trumped,  as  it  were,  the 
president's  pun 
VouV. 


**Twa  pleasant  men.  Doctor,"  said  the  widow, 
"and  BO  is  Sir  Bungy  too,  for  that  matter;  but  01  is 
nae  it  a  pity  he  should  bide  sao  lang  by  the  bottle  ?  It 
was  puir  John  Blower's  faiit  too,  that  weory  tippling; 
when  he  wan  to  the  lee-side  of  a  bowl  of  punch,  there 
was  nae  raising  him.—Bui  they  are  taking  awa 
the  things,  and.  Doctor,  in  it  not  an  awfu'  thing  that 
the  creature-comforts  should  hae  been  used  without 
grace  or  thanksgiving?- that  Mr.  Chitterling,  if  he 
really  be  a  minister.  Has  miickle  to  answer  for,  that 
he  neglects  his  Master's  service." 

"Why,  madam,"  said  the  Doctor,  "Mr.  Chatterly 
is  scarce  arrived  at  the  rank  of  a  minister  plenipoten- 
tiary." 

"  A  minister  potentiary— ah.  Doctor,  I  doubt  that  is 
some  jest  of  yours,"  said  the  widow ;  "  that's  sae 
like  puir  John  Blower.  When  I  wad  hae  had  him 
gie  up  the  Lovely  Pemy,  ship  and  cargo,  (the  vessel 
was  named  aAer  me.  Doctor  Kittleben,)  to  be  remem- 
bered in  the  prayers  o'  the  congregation,  he  wad  say 
to  me,  'ihev  may  pray  that  stand  the  risk,  Peggy 
Brycc,  for  I've  made  insurance.'  He  was  a  merry 
man.  Doctor;  but  he  had  the  root  of  the  matter  in 
him,  for  a'  his  light  way  of  sneaking,  as  deep  as  ony 
skipper  that  ever  loosed  anchor  from  licith  Roads. 
I  hae  been  a  forsaken  creature  since  his  death— O 
the  wear)'  days  and  nights  that  I  have  had !— and  the 
weight  on  the  spirits— the  spirits,  Doctor !— though  I 
rnnna  sny  I  hae  been  easier  since  I  hae  been  at  the 
Wall  than  even  now— if  I  kend  what  I  was  awing  ye 
for  elickstir.  Doctor,  for  it's  done  me  muckle  hearts 
good,  for-by  tde  opening  of  my  mind  to  you." 

"  Fie,  fie,  ma'am,"  sflid  the  Doctor,  as  the  widow 
pulled  out  a  seal-skin  pouch,  such  as  sailors  carry  to- 
bacco in,  bdt  apparently  well-stufTed  with  bank-notes, 
— "  Fie,  fie,  madam— 1  am  no  apothecary,— I  have  my 
diploma  from  Leyden— a  regular  physician,  madam, 
—the  elixir  is  heartily  at  your  srrvico;  and  should 
you  want  any  advice,  no  man  will  be  prouder  to  as- 
sist you  than  vour  humble  servant." 

"  i  am  surcl  am  muckle  obliged  to  your  kindness, 
Dr.  Kickalpin,"  said  the-widow,  folding  up  her  pouch  j 
"  this  was  puir  John  Blower's  spleuchan^*  as  they  ca 
it— I  e'en  wear  it  for  his  sake.  He  was  a  kind  man, 
and  \e{i  me  comfortable  in  warid's  gudes;  but  cpni- 
forts  hae  their  rumbcrs,— to  be  a  lone  woman  is  a 
soir  weird,  Dr.  Kittlepin." 

Dr.  Quackleben  drew  his  chair  a  little  nearer  that 
of  the  widow,  and  entered  int<»  a  closer  communica- 
tion with  her,  in  a  tone  doubtless  of  more  delicate 
consolation  than  was  fit  for  the  cars  of  the  company 
at  Innre.  .        ,       .     , 

One  of  the  chief  delights  of  a  watenng-placc  is,  that 
every  one's  afiairs  seem  to  be  put  under  the  special 
snrv'eillnnce  of  the  whole  company,  so  that,  in  all 
probability,  the  various  flirtations^  liahons,  and  so 
forth,  which  naturally  take  place  in  the  society,  are 


not  only  the  siihje<;j  of  amusement  to  the  parties 
engaged,  but  nlsn  to  the  lookers  on;  that  is  to  say, 
generally  speaking,  to  the  whole  community,  of  whicn 


for  the  time  the  said  parties  are  members.  Lady 
Penelope  the  presiding  godde.ss,  of  the  region^  watch- 
ful over  all  her  circle,  was  not  long  of  obiM'rving  that 
the  Doctor  seemed  to  be  suddenly  engaged  in  close 
communication  with  the  widow,  and  that  he  had  even 
ventun^d  to  take  hold  of  her  fair  plump  hand,  with  a 
manner  which  partook  at  once  of  the  gallant  suitor, 
and  nf  the  medical  ndviser. 

**  For  the  love  of  Heaven,"  said  her  ladyship,  "  who 
can  that  comely  dninc  be,  on  whom  our  excellent 
and  learned  Doctor  looks  with  such  uncommon  re- 
gard ?" 

"  Fat,  fair,  and  fortv,**  said  Mr.  Winterblossom  i 
"that  is  all  I  know  of  her— a  mercantile  person." 

"A  carrack.  Sir  President,"  said  the  chaplain, 
"richly  laden  with  colonial  produce,  by  name  the 
liOvelv  Pe:rg\'  Brvcj— no  master— the  late  John  Blow- 
er of  North  t.f:iih  having  pnshtti  off  his  \tonl  for  the 
Stygian  Creek,  and  left  the  vessel  without  a  hand  on 
boani."  .  .       , 

I     "The  Doctor"  said  T^ady  Penelope,  niming  her 
glas.^i  towards  them,  "  Bei>m's  willing  to  play  the  pan 
I  of  pilot." 

*  ▲  nir  pooah  n»r  ktsplni  tolMeoah 
3 


ST.  RONAN'S  WELL. 


[Chap.  VII. 


**  I  dare  ■ay  he  will  be  wiUtnc  to  ehtnive  her  name 
and  ppgister,    said  Mr.  Cbatterly. 

**He  can  be  no  le^ii  in  common  rcquitnl,"  said 
Winterblossom.  "She  has  changed  /{i>  name  f^ix 
times  in  the  five  minutes  that  I  stood  within  hearing 
of  them." 

/'  What  do  you  think  of  the  matter,  my  dear,  Lady 
Binks?"  said  Lady  Penelope. 
,  '*  Madam  7"  said  Lady  Binks,  starting  from  a  reve- 
rie, and  answering  as  one  who  either  had  not  heard, 
or  did  not  understand  the  question. 

"I  mean,  what  think  you  of  what  is  going  on 
yonder?" 

Lady  Binks  tumrd  her  glass  in  the  direction  of  Lady 
Penelope'a  dance,  fixed  the  widow  and  the  Doctor 
with  one  bold  fashionable  etare^  and  then  dropping 
her  hand  slowly,  said  with  indifierence,  "  I  really  sec 
nothing  there  worth  thinking  about" 

"I  dare  say  it  ia  a  fine  thine  to  be  married,"  said 
Ladv  Penelope ;  "  one's  thoughts,  I  suppose,  are  so 
much  engrossed  with  one's  own  perfect  happiness, 
that  they  have  noither  time  nor  inclination  to  laugh 
like  other  folks.  Miss  Rachel  Bonnyrigg  would  have 
laughed  till  her  eyes  ran  over,  had  she  aeen  what  Lady 
Binks  cares  so  little  about— I  dare  say  it  must  bo  an 
■ll-sufficient  happiness  to  be  married. 

*'  He  would  be  a  happy  man  that  could  convince 
your  ladyship  of  that  in  good  eanieat,"  said  Mr.  Win- 
terblossom. 

"  Oh,  who  knows—the  whim  may  strike  me,"  re- 
plied the  lady ;  **but  no— no— uo ;— and  that  is  three 
times." 

^  "  Say  it  sixteen  times  more,"  said  the  gallant  pre- 
■dent,  "and  let  nineteen  nay-savs  be  a  grant." 

"If  I  should  say  a  thousand  Tsocs,  there  exists  not 
tbealchymy  in  living  man  that  could  extract  one  Yes 
out  of  the  whole  mass,"  said  her  ladi'ship.  "  Blessed 
be  the  memory  of  Queen  Bess !— She  uet  us  all  an 
example  to  keep  power  when  we  have  it— What  noise 
lathat?" 

"Only  the  usual  after-dinner  quarrel,"  aaid  the  di- 
vine. *^  I  hear  the  Captain's  voice,  else  most  silent, 
commanding  them  to  keep  peace,  in  the  devil's  name 
and  that  of  the  ladies." 

"*  Upon  my  word,  dearest  Lady  Binks,  this  is  too 
bad  of  that  lord  and  mafster  of  yours,  and  of  Mow- 
bray, who  mi^^t  have  more  sense,  and  of  the  rest  of 
that  clarut-dnnking  set,  to  be  quarrelling  and  alarm- 
ing our  nerves  every  evening  with  presenting  their 
pistols  perpetually  at  each  other,  like  sportsmen  con- 
fined to  the  house  upon  a  rainy  12th  of  August.  I  am 
tired  of  the  Peace-maker— he  but  skins  the  business 
over  in  one  case  to  have  it  break  out  elsewhere. — 
What  think  you,  love,  if  we  were  to  give  out  in  orders, 
that  the  next  quarrel  which  may  anse,  shall  be  bona 
Jide  fought  to  an  end?— We  will  all  go  out  and  see  it. 
and  wear  the  colours  on  each  side;  and  if  there  should 
a  Amoral  come  of  it,  we  will  i«rtcnd  it  in  a  body.— 
Weeds  are  so  becoming !— Are  they  not,  my  near 
Lady  Binks?  I..ook  at  Wklow  Blower  in  her  deep 
black— don't  you  envy  her,  my  love?" 

Lady  Binks  seemed  about  to  make  a  sharp  and 
hdstv  answer,  but  checked  herself,  perhaps  under  the 
recollection  that  she  could  not  prudently  come  to  an 
open  breach  with  Lady  Penclone.— At  the  same  mo- 
ment the  door  opened,  and  a  lady  dressed  in  a  riding- 
habit,  and  wearing  a  black  veil  over  her  hat,  appeared 
at  the  entry  of  the  apartment. 

"Angels  and  ministers  of  grace!"  exclaimed  Lady 
Penelope,  with  her  very  best  tragicstart- "  my  dearest 
Clara,  why  so  late?  and  why  thus?  Will  you  step 
to  my  dressing-room— Jones  will  get  you  one  of  my 
gowns— we  are  just  of  a  size,  you  know— do,  pray— 
let  me  be  vnin  or  something  of  my  own  for  once,  by 
aeeine  you  wear  it." 

This  was  ppoken  in  the  tone  of  the  fondest  fe- 
male friendship,  and  at  the  same  time  the  fair  hostess 
bestowed  on  Miss  Mowbray  one  of  those  tender 
csRsses,  which  ladies— God  bless  them  !— some- 
times bestow  on  each  other  with  unnecessary  pro- 
digality, to  the  great  discontent  and  envy  of  the  male 
•pectators. 

"You  aro  fluttered,  my  dearest  Clara— you  are 
fiBverish- 1  am  sure  you  are,"  continued  the  sw-eetly 


anxious  Lady  Penekipei  **let  me  twrauade  you  to  lia 
down." 

"Indeed  you  are  mistokcn.  Lady  Penelope,"  said 
Miss  Mowbray,  who  peemed  to  receive  much  as  a 
matter  of  course  her  ladyship's  profusion  of  aflection- 
Hte  politeness:—"!  am  heated,  and  my  pony  trotted 
hard,  that  is  the  whole  mystery*.— Let  me  have  a  cup 
of  tea,  Mrs.  Jones,  and  the  matter  is  ended." 

"  Fresh  tea,  Jones,  directly,"  said  Lady  Penelope, 
and  led  her  passive  friend  to  her  own  corner,  as  she 
was  pleased  to  call  the  recess,  in  which  she  held  her 
little  court— ladies  and  gentlemen  curtsevnng  and  bow- 
ing as  she  passed  ;  to  which  civilities  the  new  guest 
made  no  more  return,  than  the  most  ordinary  polite- 
ness rendered  unavoidable. 

,  Lady  Binks  did  not  rise  to  receive  her,  but  sat  up- 
right in  her  chair^  and  bent  her  head  very  stiffly ;  a 
courtesy  which  Miss  Mowbray  returned  in  the  same 
stately  manner,  without  foriner  greeting  on  either 
side. 

"  Now,  wha  can  that  be.  Doctor?"  said  the  Widow 
Blower—"  mind  ye  have  promised  to  tell  ne  all  about 
the  grand  folk— wha  can  that  be  that  Leddy  Penelope 
bauds  such  a  racket  wi'?— and  what  for  does  she 
come  wi'  a  habit  and  a  beaver-hat,  when  we  are  a* 
(a  glance  at  her  own  gown)  in  our  silks  and  satins?" 
To  tell  you  who  she  is,  my  dear  Mrs.  Blower  is 
very  easy,"  said  the  officious  Doctor.  "  She  is  Miss 
Clara  Mowbray,  sister  to  the  Lord  of  the  Manoi^thc 
gentleman  who  wears  the  green  eoai,  with  an  arrow 
on  the  enpe.  To  tell  whv  she  wears  that  habit,  or 
does  any  thing  else,  would  be  rather  beyond  doctor^s 
skill.  Truth  n,  I  have  always  thought  she  was  a  lit- 
tle—a  very  little— touched— call  it  nerves— h>'pochon« 
dria — or  what  you  will." 

"  Lord  help  us,  puir  thing !"  sakl  the  cornpassion- 
ate  widow.—"  And  troth  it  looks  like  it  But  it's  a 
shame  to  let  her  ko  loose,  Doctoi^-she  might  hurt 
bcrsell.  or  somebody.  See,  she  has  ta'en  the  knife  ! 
— p,  it's  only  to  cut  a  shave  of  the  diet-loaf.  She 
winna  let  the  powder-monkey  of  a  boy  help  her. 
There's  judgment  in  that  though.  Doctor,  for  sne  can 
cut  thicic  or  thin  as  she  likes.— Dear  me!  she  has  not 
taken  mcir  than  a  crumb,  that  ane  would  pit  between 
the  wires  of  a  canary-bird's  cage,  after  all.  I  wish 
she  would  lift  up  that  lang  veil,  or  put  off  that  riding- 
skirt,  Doctor.  She  should  really  be  showed  the  regu- 
lations, Doctor  Kickelshin." 

"She  cares  about  no  rules  we  can  make.  Mrs. 
Blower,"  said  the  Doctor;  "and  her  brothers  will 
and  pleasure,  and  Lady  Penelope's  whim  of  indulg- 
ing her,  carry  her  through  in  every  thing.  Th^ 
should  take  advice  on  her  case." 

"Ay,  truly,  it's  time  to  lake  advice,  when  yomiA 
creatures  like  her  caper  in  amang  dressed  Icxldies, 
just  88  if  they  were  come  from  scampering  on  Leith 
sands.— Such  a  wark  as  my  leddy  makes  wi'  her, 
Doctor !  Ye  would  think  they  were  baith  fools  of  a 
feather." 

"  They  might  have  flown  on  one  wing,  for  what  I 
know,"  said  Dr.  Quackleben:  "but  there  was  early 
and  sound  advice  taken  in  Lady  Penelope's  case.  My 
friend,  the  late  Earl  of  Foatherhead.  was  a  man  of 
judgment— did  little  in  his  family  buthy  rule  of  medi- 
cine—so that,  what  with  the  waters,  and  what  with 
my  own  care.  Lady  Penelope  is  only  freakish— fanci- 
ful—that's  all— nnu  her  quality  bears  it  out— the  pec- 
cant principle  might  have  broken  out  under  other 
treatment.' 

"  Ay— she  has  been  weel-friendod,"  ssid  the  widow } 
"but  this  bairn  Mowbrny,  puir  thing !  how  came  she 
to  be  sae  left  to  hersill  T 

"Her  mother  was  dead— her  father  thought  of  no- 
thing but  his  sports,"  said  the  Doctor.  "  Her  brother 
was  educated  m  England,  and  cared  for  nol>ody  but 
himself,  if  he  hnd  l>een  here.  What  education  she 
got  was  at  her  own  hand— what  rending  she  read  was 
in  a  library  full  of  old  romances— what  friends  or  com- 
pany she  had  was  what  chance  si^nt  her— then  no 
family-physician,  not  even  a  good  surgeon,  within  ten 
miles !  And  so  you  cannot  woudcr  if  ihe  poor  thing 
became  unsettled." 

"  Puir  thing !— no  doctor— nor  even  a  surgeon  5 
—But,  doctor,"  said  tlie  widow,  "  may  be  the  puir 
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tbiiu;  had  the  et^joymeBC  of  ber  health,  jre  ken,  and 
Uierr 

**  Ah  I  ha !  ha  l-^why  thetit  madam,  she  needed  a 
phyncian  far  more  than  if  ane  bad  been  delicate.  A 
•kafui  physician,  Mra.  Blower,  knows  how  to  bring 
dovm  that  robust  health,  which  is  a  very  alarming 
Mate  of  the  frame  when  it  is  considered  eecuneium 
artem.  Most  sudden  deaths  happen  when  people  are 
m  a  robust  atate  of  health.  Ah !  that  state  of  perfect 
health  is  what  the  doctor  dreads  most  on  behalf  of 
kis  patient." 

"  Ay,  ay^  Doctor  7—1  am  quite  sensible,  oae  doubt," 
said  the  widow,  ''of  the  great  advantage  of  having  a 
•keelfu'  person  about  aoe." 

Here  the  Doctor's  voice,  in  his  earnestness  to  con- 
vince Mra.  Blower  of  the  danger  of  supposing  herself 
capable  of  living  and  breathing  without  a  medical 
man's  permission,  sunk  into  a  soft  pleading  tone,  of 
which  oor  reporter  could  not  catch  the  aound.  He 
VI8,  as  great  orators  will  sometimes  be,  *'  inaudible 
io  the  gallery." 

Mean  whik^  Lady  Penelope  overwhelmed  Clara 
Mowbray  witn  her  caresses.  In  what  degree  her 
ladynhip,  at  her  heart,  loved  this  voung  person,  might 
be  dif&cult  to  ascertain,— probaoly  in  the  degree  in 
which  a  child  loves  a  favourite  toy.  But  Clara  was  a 
toy  not  always  to  be  come  by— as  whimsical  in  her 
way  a<  her  ladyship  in  her  own.  only  that  poor  Cla- 
ra's aincularities  were  real,  and  lier  ladyship's  chiefly 
•flectecL  Without  adopting  the  harshness  of  the 
Doctor's  conclusions  concerning  the  former,  she  was 
certainly  unequal  in  her  spirits ;  and  her  occasional 
fits  of  levity  were  chequered  by  very  long  intervals  of 
ndness.  Her  levity  also  appear^,  in  the  world's 
eje.  greater  than  it  really  was ;  for  she  had  never  been 
uooer  the  restraint  of  society  which  was  really  good, 
ind  entertained  an  undue  contempt  for  that  which 
she  somedmes  mingted  with ;  having  unhappily  none 
to  teach  her  the  important  truth,  that  some  forms 
and  restraints  are  to  be  observed,  less  in  respect  to 
othcra  than  to  ourselves.  Her  dre8&  her  manners, 
and  her  ideas,  were  therefore  very  much  herownt  and 
though  tibey  became  her  wondenully,  yet,  like  Ophe- 
lia's garlands,  and  wild  anatches  of  melody,  they 
vere  calculated  to  excite  compassion  and  melancholy, 
even  while  they  amused  the  obser^ir. 

"And  why  came  you  not  to  dinner?— We  expected 
jroo— vour  throne  was  prepared." 

"  I  liad  ecarce  come  to  tea,"  said  Miss  Mowbray, 
*'  of  nrty  own  free  will.  But  my  brother  says  your 
ladyship  proposes  to  come  to  Shaws-Castle,  and  he 
insisted  it  wasqui^e  right  and  necessary,  to  confirm 
you  in  so  flattenng  a  purpose,  that  I  should  come  and 
ssy.  Pray  do,  Lady  Penelope  t  and  so  now  here  am  I 
to  say.  Pray,  do  comeu"  ,.    .    , 

*'  la  an  invitation  so  flattering  hmited  to  me  alone, 
mv  de«r  Clara  ?— Lady  Binks  will  be  jealous." 

^*  Bring  Lady  Binks,  if  she  has  the  condescension 
to  honour  us"— [a  bow  was  very  stirtiy  exchanged 
between  the  ladies]—"  bring  Mr.  Springl»lo8flom— 
Winterblossom— and  all  the  Tions  and  lionesses— we 
have  room  for  the  whole  collection.  My  brother,  I 
suppose,  will  bring  his  own  particular  regiment  of 
bears,  which,  with  the  usual  assortment  of  monkeys 
wen  in  aU  caravans,  will  complete  the  menagene. 
How  you  are  to  be  entertained  at  Shaws-Castle,  ia,  I 
thank  Heaven,  not  my  business,  but  John's." 

"We  shall  want  no  formal  entertainment,  my 
love,"  said  Lady  Penelope;  "a  diieiner  d  La  fmir* 
duUe—we  know,  Clara,  you  would  die  of  doing  the 
honours  of  a  formal  dinner." 

"  Not  a  hit ;  I  should  live  lonsr  enough  to  make  my 
will,  and  bequeath  all  large  parUes  to  old  Nick,  who 
invented  tl*em."  ,      ,  ,         .     ,     , , 

^  Miss  Mowbray,"  said  Lady  Bmks,  who  had  been 
thwarted  by  this  free-spoken  young  lady,  both  in  her 
former  character  of  a  coquette  and  romp,  and  in  that 
of  a  prude  which  ahe  at  present  wore—**  Miss  Mow- 
Way  declares  for 

*  ChsmpscM  ind  s  ehieken  at  Isflt*  ** 

"The  chicken  without  the  champagne,  if  you 
please,"  said  Miss  Mowbray;  "I  have  known  ladi«;8 
fAy  deal  ti>  hftv^  cbampagDe  pa  the  boanL^By  tb« 


by.  Lady  Penelope,  you  have  not  your  collection  »a 
the  same  order  and  discipline  as  Pidcock  and  Polito. 
There  waa  much  growling  and  anarling  in  the  lower 
den  when  I  passed  it." 

"  It  was  feeding-time,  my  love,"  said  Lady  Pen»> 
lope ;  "  and  the  lower  animals  of  every  class  become 
pugnacious  at  that  hour— you  see  all  our  safer  and 
well-conditioned  animals  are  loose,  and  in  good 
order." 

"Oh,  yes— in  the  keeper's  presence,  you  know- 
Well,  I  must  venture  to  cross  the  hall  again  among 
all  that  growling  and  grumbling— I  would  I  had  the 
fairy  prince's  quarters  of  mutton  to  toss  among  them 
if  they  shoukl  break  out— He,  I  mean,  who  fetched 
water  from  the  F'ountain  of  Lions.  However,  on 
second  thoughts,  I  will  take  the  back  way,  and  avoid 
them.— What  says  honest  Bottom  7— 

*  For  if  ther  Rhouid  ai  liont  come  io  ttrlfs 
loio  Mch  iHaoe,  'twere  pity  of  their  lift.  '* 

"  Shall  I  go  with  you,  my  dear?"  said  Lady  Penelope^ 

"  No— I  nave  too  f^reat  a  aoul  for  that— I  ihir^ 
some  of  them  are  lions  only  as  far  as  the  hide  is 
concerned." 

"  But  why  would  you  go  so  soon,  Clara  T' 

"  Because  my  errand  is  finished- have  I  not  invited 
vou  and  yours  7  and  would  not  Lord  Cheaterfield 
himself  allow  I  have  done  the  polite  thing?'* 

"  But  you  have  spoke  to  none  of  the  oompanj^— 
how  can  you  be  so  odd,  my  love  7"  said  her  ladyship. 

"  Why,  I  spoke  to  thein  all  when  I  spoke  to  you  and 
Lady  Binka— but  I  am  a  good  girl,  and  will  do  aa  I 
am  bid." 

So  saying,  she  looked  round  the  company,  and 
addressed  each  of  them  with  an  affectation  of  intereat 
and  .politeness,  which  thinly  concealed  scorn  and 
contempt 

"  Mr.  Winterblossom,  I  hope  the  gout  is  better- 
Mr.  Robert  Rymar— (I  have  escaped  calling  him 
Thomas  for  once)— I  hope  the  public  give  encourage- 
ment to  the  muses— Mr.  Kedavine,  I  trust  your  pencil 
is  busy— Mr.  Chatterly.  I  have  no  doubt  your  flock 
improves— Dr.  Quackfeoen,  J  am  sure  your  patients 
recover.— These  are  all  the  especials  of*  the  worthy 
company  I  know— for  the  rest,  health  to  the  aick,  and 
pleapure  to  the  healthy!" 

"  You  are  not  going  in  reality,  my  love?"  said  Lady 
Penelope;  "these  hasty  rides  agitate  your  nerves — 
they  do,  indeed— you  should  be  cautious— Shall  I 
spe^ik  to  Qnackleben  7" 

"  To  neither  Quack  nor  quackle,  on  my  account, 
my  dear  lady.  It  is  not  as  you  would  seem  to  say, 
by  your  winking  at  Lady  Binks— it  is  not,  indeed— I 
snail  be  no  Lady  Clementina,  to  be  the  wonder  and 
pity  of  the  spring  of  St.  Ronan's— No  Ophelia  neither 
—though  I  will  say  with  her.  Good- night,  ladies— 
Good  night,  sweet  ladies !— and  now— not  my  coach, 
my  coacn— but  my  horst^  my  horse !" 

So  saying,  she  triDped  out  of  the  room  by  a  side 
pnssagp.  lenvins  the  ladies  looking  at  each  other  sig- 
nificantly, and  shaking  their  heads  with  an  expression 
of  much  import. 

"Somethmg  has  rufBed  the  poor  unhappy  girL" 
said  Lady  Penelope;  "I  never  saw  her  so  very  odd 
before." 

"  Were  I  to  speak  my  mind,"  said  Lady  Binks,  "I 
think,  as  Mrs.  Highmore  says  in  the  farce,  her  mad- 
nef)s  IS  hut  a  poor  excuse  for  her  impertinence." 

"  Oh  fie !  my  sweet  Lady  Binks,'*^  said  Lady  Pene- 
lope, *'  spare  my  poor  favourite !  Vou,  surely,  of  all 
otners,  should  forgive  the  excesses  of  an  amiable 
eccentricity  of  temper.— Forgive  me,  my  love,  but  I 
must  defend  an  absent  friend— My  Lady  Binks,  I  am 
very  surt^  ia  too  generous  and  candid  to   . 

'  Hate  (br  arta  which  caused  heraelf  to  riw.'  ** 

"Not  being  conscious  of  anv  high  elevation,  my 
lady,"  answered  Lady  Binks,  "  I  do  not  know  any 
arts  I  have  been  under  the  necessity  of  practising  tn 
attain  it.  I  suppose  a  Scotch  hdy  of  an  ancient  family 
may  become  the  wife  of  an  English  baronet,  and  no 
very  extraordinary  great  cause  to  wonder  at  it." 

"No,  Burely— bui  ptople  in  thif  world  will,  vou  know 
wonder  at  notbinK/'  answered  Lady  Pei'elopo. 


ST.  RONAIiTS  WELL. 


[Chat.  YUS 


"  If  vou  envy  me  my  poor  quii,  Sir  Bingo,  I'jl  get 
you  a  Setter,  L«ly  Pen." 

"I  don't  doubt  your  talcntu,  mv  dear,  but  when  I 
want  one,  I  will  get  one  for  my*»lf.— But  here  comes 
the  wliole  party  of  quizzeA.— Joliffe,  offer  the  gentle- 
men tea— then  get  the  tloor  ready  for  the  daucer«» 
and  aet  the  card-tabkai  in  the  next  room." 


CHAPTER  VIIL 

AFTEK  DINNER. 
Th«y  draw  the  cork,  ther  broarti  tbt  barrel, 
And  flnit  they  kirn,  and  then  they  quarrel.— Pnoi. 

Ir  the  reader  has  attended  much  to  the  manners  of 
the  canine  race,  he  may  have  remarked  the  very  dif- 
ferent manner  m  which  tlie  individuals  of  the  aifler- 
ent  HRxes  cany  on  their  quarrels  among  each  other. 
The  females  are  te^ty,  petulant,  and  very  apt  to  in- 
dulge their  impatient  dislike  of  each  other's  presence, 
or  the  spirit  of  rivalry  which  it  producer,  in  a  sudden 
bark  and  snap,  which  Inst  is  generally  made  as  much 
at  advantage  as  possible.  But  these  ebullitions  of 
peevishness  lead  to  no  very  serious  or  prosecuted  con- 
flict ;  the  affair  begins  and  end8  in  a  moment.  Not 
so  the  ire  of  the  male  dogs,  which,  (mce  produced  and 
excited  by  growls  of  mutual  oflcnce  and  defiance, 
leads  generally  to  a  fierce  and  obstinate  contest ;  in 
which,  if  the  parties  be  dogs  of  game,  and  well- 
matched,  they  grapple,  trot  tic,  tear,  roll  each  other  in 
the  kennel,  and  can  only  be  separated  by  choking 
tfaem  with  their  own  collars,  till  they  lose  wind  and 
hold  at  the  same  time,  or  by  surprisins;  them  out  of 
their  wrath  by  sousing  them  with  ct)ld  water. 

The  simile,  though  a  currish  one,  will  hold  good  in 
its  application  to  the  human  race.  While  the  ladies 
in  the  tea-room  of  the  Fox  Hotel  were  engaged  in  the 
light  snappish  velitation,  or  skirmish,  which  we  have 
described,  the  gentlemen  who  rcmamed  in  the  par- 
lour were  more  than  once  like  to  have  quarrelled  moie 
seriously. 

We  have  mentioned  the  weighty  reasons  which  in- 
duced Mr.  Mowbray  to  look  upon  the  stranger  whom 
a  general  invitation  had  brought  into  their  society, 
with  un£ivourabIe  prepossessions;  and  these  were 
far  from  being  abated  by  the  demeanour  of  Tyrrel, 
which,  though  perfectly  well-bred,  indicated  a  sense 
of  equaiitv,  which  the  young  Laird  of  St.  Ronan*s 
considereu  as  extremely  presumptuous. 

As  for  Sir  Bingo,  he  already  began  to  nounsh  the 
genuine  hatred  always  entertained  by  a  mean  spirit 
against  an  antagonist  before  whom  it  is  conscious 
of  having  made  a  dishonourable  retreat.  He  forgot 
not  the  manner,  look,  and  tone,  with  which  Tyrrel 
had  checked  his  unauthorized  intrusion ;  and  though 
he  had  sunk  beneath  it  at  the  moment,  the  recollec- 
tion rankled  in  his  heart  as  an  afi'mnt  to  be  avenged. 
As  he  drank  his  wine,  courage,  the  want  of  which 
was,  in  his  more  sober  moments,  a  chock  upon  his 
bad  temper,  began  to  inflame  his  malignity,  and  he 
Tsntured  upon  several  occasions  to  show  his  spleen, 
by  contradicting  Tyrrel  more  flatly  than  good  man- 
ners permitted  upon  so  short  an  acquaintance,  and 
without  any  provocation.  Tyrrel  saw  his  ill  humour 
and  despisod  it,  as  that  of  an  overgrown  school-bov, 
whom  it  was  not  worth  his  while  to  answer  accord- 
ing to  his  folly. 

One  ci  the  apparent  causes  of  the  Baronet's  rude- 
ness was  indeed  childish  enough.  The  company 
were  talking  of  shooting,  the  most  animating  topic  of 
conversation  among  Scottish  country  gentlemen  of 
the  younger  class,  and  Tyrrel  had  mentioned  some- 
thing of  a  favourite  setter,  an  uncommonly  handsome 
dog,  from  which  he  had  been  for  sometime  separated, 
but  which  he  expected  would  rejoin  him  in  the  course 
of  next  week. 

"A  setter!"  retorted  Sir  Bingo,  with  a  sneer;  "a 
pointer  I  suppose  you  mean  V* 

"No,  sir,  said  Tyrrel;  "I  am  perfectly  aware  of 
the  difference  betwixt  a  setter  and  a  pointer,  and  I 
know  the  old-fa8hk>ned  setter  is  become  unfashiona- 
ble among  modem  soortsmen.  But  I  love  my  dog  as 
a  companion,  aa  well  as  for  his  merits  in  the  field : 
and  a  sette-  is  more  sagacious,  more  attached,  and 
fitter  fin:  hu  place  on  the  hearth-rue,  than  a  pointer 


—not,"  he  added,  "from  any  deficiency  of  intellects 
on  the  pointers  part,  but  he  is  mmcrnlly  so  abused 
while  in  the  management  of  brutal  breakers  and 
groiims,  that  he  loses  all  excepting  hi.s  prafi'.«t.<iional 
accomplishments,  of  finding  and  standing  steady  to 
game." 

"  And  who  the  d— 1  desiiea  he  should  have  more?" 
said  Sir  Bingo. 

"Many  pe»iplo.  Sir  Bingo."  replied  Tyrrel,  "have 
been  of  opinion,  that  both  dogs  and  men  may  follow 
man  indifferently  well,  though  they  d<»  happen,  at 
the  same  time,  to  be  fit  ibr  mixing  in  friendly  inter- 
course in  society." 

"  That  is  for  lickiiig  trenchers,  and  scratching  cop- 
per. 1  suppose,"  said  the  Baronet,  »otfo  roct;  and 
added,  in  a  louder  and  more  distinct  tone,— "He 
never  before  heard  that  a  setter  was  fit  to  foUow  any 
man's  heels  but  a  poacher's." 

"You  know  it  now  then.  Sir  Bingo,"  answered 
Tyrrel ;  "  and  I  hope  you  will  not  fall  into  so  great  a 
mistake  again." 

The  Peace-maker  here  seemed  to  think  his  inter- 
ference necessary,  and.  surmountinir  his  tacitumitv, 
made  the  following  pithy  spivch  :—  By  Cot !  and  do 
you  see,  as  you  are  looking  for  my  opinion,  1  think 
there  is  no  dispute  in  the  matter— l)ecause.  by  Cot !  it 
occurs  to  me,  d'ye  see,  that  ye  are  b«ith  right,  by  Cot ! 
It  may  do  ferry  well  ft»r  my  excelleiit  friend  Sir  Bingo, 
who  hath  stables,  and  kennels,  and  what  not,  to 
maintain  the  six  filthy  pnites  that  are  yelping  and 
yowling  all  the  tay,  and  all  the  neight  too,  under  my 
window,  by  Cot !— And  if  they  are  yelping  and  yowI« 


ing  there,  may  I  never  di<?  but  I  wish  they  wen*  yelp- 
ing and  yowling  somewhere  else.  But  then  there  is 
many  a  man  who  may  he  as  cood  a  gentleman  at  the 
bottom  as  my  worthy  friend  Sir  Bingo,  thouuh  it  may 
be  that  he  is  poor ;  aud  if  he  is  poor— and  as  u  it  might 
be  my  own  case,  or  that  of  this  honest  ^ntleman,  Mr. 
Tirl— is  that  a  reason  or  a  law,  that  h«3  is  not  to  keep  a 
prute  of  a  tog,  to  help  him  to  take  his  sp<iris  and  \x» 
pleasures  7  and  if  he  has  not  a  stable  or  a  kennel  to  put 
the  crature  into,  must  he  not  keep  it  in  his  pit  of  ped- 
room,  or  upon  his  parlour  hearth,  setting  that  Luckie 
Dods  wouM  make  the  kitchen  too  hot  for  the  paist-~ 
and  so,  if  Mr.  Tirl  finds  a  setter  more  fitter  for  his 
purpr>8e  than  a  pointer,  by  Cot,  I  know  no  law  against 
It,  else  may  I  never  die  the  black  death." 

If  this  oration  appear  rather  long  for  the  occafion. 
the  reader  must  recollect  that  Captain  MacTurk  haa 
in  all  probability  the  trouble  of  translaring  it  from 
the  penphrnstic  language  of  Ossian,  in  which  it  was 
originally  conceived  in  nis  own  mii.d. 

The  Man  of  Law  replied  to  the  Man  of  Peace,  "Ye 
are  mistaken  for  ance  in  your  life,  Captain,  for  there 
is  a  law  against  setters:  and  I  will  undertake  to  prove 
them  to  be  the  '  lying  dogs'  which  are  mentioned  in 
the  auld  Scots  statute^  and  which  all  and  sundry  are 
discharged  to  keep^  under  a  penalty  of" 

Here  the  Captain  broke  in,  with  a  very  solemn 
mien  and  dignified  manner-^"  By  Cot  I  Master  Mci- 
klewham,  and  I  shall  be  asking  what  you  mean  by 
talking  to  me  of  peiog  mistaken,  and  apout  lying 
togs,  sir— because  1  would  have  you  to  know,  and  to 
peTieve.,  and  to  very  well  consider,  that  I  never  was 
mistaken  in  my  lire,  sir,  unless  it  was  when  I  took 
you  for  a  gentleman. 

"No  onence,  Captain,"  said  Mr.  Meiklewham; 
"dinna  break  the  wand  of  peace,  man,  you  that 
should  be  the  first  to  keep  it.— He  is  as  cankeivd," 
continued  the  Man  of  Law,  apart  to  his  patron,  "as 
an  auld  Hieland  terrier,  that  snaps  at  whatever  comes 
near  it— but  I  tell  you  ae  thing,  St.  Ronan's,  and  that 
is  on  saul  and  conscience,  that  I  believe  this  is  the 
very  lad  Tirl,  that  I  raised  a  summons  against  befom 
the  iuslices- him  and  another  hempie— in  your  fa- 
therms  time,  for  shooting  on  the  Spring-well-head 
muirs." 

**  The  devil  you  did,  Mick  I"  replied  the  Lord  of  the 
Manor,  also  aside ;— "  Well  I  am  obliged  to  you  for 
giving  me  some  reason  for  the  ill  thoughts  I  had  of 
him— I  knew  he  was  some  trumpery  scamp— FK 
blow  him,  by" 

"Whisht— stop— hush— baud  your  tongue,  St.Ro-> 
nan*t— keep  a  calm  sough— ye  aee,  I  iiuended  th^ 
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pfDocn,  hy  your  worthy  father's  desire,  before  iho 
t^uvtifr  Sosaions— but  I  ken  na— The  uuld  eheriff- 
clerk  0Ux>d  the  lad's  friend— and  some  of  thi*  justices 
ihoughc  it  was  but  a  mistake  of  thf'  marches,  and  pae 
w*  caul:ina  gel  a  judcnicnl— and  your  father  was 
wiy  ill  of  the  ifoul,  and  I  was  feared  to  vex  him,  and 
w  I  was  fain  to  let  the  proccjiA  steep,  for  fear  tht^  had 
bwa  assoilzied.— Sae  ye  had  lietter  gang  cautiously 
10  wark,  St.  Ronan's,  ior  though  they  were  summon- 
od,  ibey  w«re  not  convict." 

''Coukl  you  not  take  up  the  action  again  1"  said 
Xr.  Mowbray. 

"Wbewl  it's  been  prescribed  sex  or  seeven  year 
tjUK.    It  is  a  Kreat  shame,  Sl  RonaVj,  that  the 

KDC  laws,  whilk  are  the  ver>;  best  protection  that  is 
to  country  gentlemen  against  the  encn)achment 
of  their  inferiors,  rin  sae  short  a  course  of  prescription 
-t  poacher  may  just  jink  ye  back  and  forward  Gke  a 
flet  in  a  blanket,  (wi'  pardon)— liap  ye  out  of  ae 
county  and  into  anither  at  their  pleasure,  like  pyols— 
and  unless  ye  get  your  thumb-nail  on  tliem  m  the 
TCff  nick  o'  time,  ye  may  dine  on  a  dish  of  prescrip- 
iMm.  and  sup  upon  an  absolvitor." 

''It  is  a  shame  indeed,"  said  Mowbray,  turning 
from  his  confidant  and  agent,  and  addressing  himself 
to  the  company  in  generiil,  yet  not  without  a  peculiar 
look  directed  to  Tyrrel. 

"What  is  a  shame,  sirT'  said  Tyrrel,  conceiving 
tbt  the  observation  was  particularly  addressed  to 
kin. 

"That  we  should  have  so  many  poachers  upon  our 
mnn,  sir,"  answered  St.  Runan's.  "  I  sometimes 
regret  having  countenanced  the  Well  here,  when  I 
tluak  how  many  guns  it  has  brought  on  my  property 
wry  season." 

■Sout  fie!  hout  awa,  St  Ronan's!"  said  his  Man 
of  Law;  **no  countenance  the  Waal?  What  would 
the  eountr>'-side  be  without  it,  I  would  '>e  glad  to 
ken  7  It's  the  greatest  improvement  that  has  been 
nude  on  this  country  since  the  year  forty-five.  Na, 
u,  it's  no  the  Wanl  that's  to  blame  for  the  poaching 
ud  delinquencies  on  the  game.  We  maun  to  the 
Aultoun  for  the  howf  of  that  kind  of  cattle.  Our 
nies  at  the  Waal  arc  clear  and  express  against  tres- 
VU9tn  on  the  game." 

"I  can't  thinlc,"  said  the  Squire,  "what  made  my 
frthtir  sell  the  property  of  the  old  change-house  yon- 
der, to  the  hag  that  keeps  it  open  out  of  spite,  I  think, 
tnd  to  harbour  poocliem  and  vagabonds !— I  cannot 
ooncpfve  what  made  him  do  so  foolish  a  thing  T' 

"Probably  because  your  father  wanted  money,  sir," 
«id  T>"rn4,  dryly ;  "  and  my  worthy  landlady,  Mrs. 
DrtdH&  had  got  some.— You  know,  I  presume,  sir, 
that  I  lodsce  there  r* 

**0h,  sir,"  replied  Mowbray,  in  a  lone  betwixt 
aoom  and  civility,  "you  cannot  suppose  the  present 
company  is  alluded  to:  I  only  presumed  to  mention 
utfart,  that  we  have  been  annoyed  with  unqualified 
people  shootino:  on  our  grounds,  without  either  lil>erty 
or  bcensc.  And  I  hope  to  have  her  sign  taken  down 
fcrit— that  is  all.— There  was  the  same  plague  in  my 
fiiher'sdays.  I  think,  Mick?" 

But  Mr.  Meiklcwham,  who  did  not  like  Tyrrel's 
looks  so  well  as  to  induce  him  to  become  approver 
u  the  occaftitm,  replied  with  an  inarticulate  grunt, 
ttddrt'jsed  to  the  company,  and  a  private  admonition 
to  his  patron's  own  ear,  '^  to  let  s{«^}i>ing  dogs  lie." 

''I  can  scarce  forbear  the  follow,"  said  St  Ronan's; 
|*.tDd  yet  I  cannot  well  tt^ll  where  my  dislike  to  him 
Itt-bot  it  would  be  d— d  foUv  to  turn  out  with  him 
^nothing;  and  so,  honest  Klick,  I  will  be  as  quiet 
vlcao." 

".^Dd  that  vou  may  be  so,"  said  Meiklewham,  "  I 
tbink  yon  had  best  take  no  more  wine." 

!*!  think  so  loo,"  said  the  Squire;  "  for  each  glass  I 
<^rink  in  his  <*ninpany  gives  me  the  heariburn— yet  the 
•Tiariifl  not  diHerent  from  other  raffs  either— hut  there 
u  a  sumeihing  about  him  intolerable  to  me," 

^)  saying,  he  pushed  back  his  chair  from  the 
'ibii',  ntiii—rce'U  ad  exemplar— Efier  the  pattern  of 
iW  Laird,  all  the  company  arose. 

•Sir  Binsro  got  up  with  reluctance,  which  he  testified 
^'twoor  thre<;  deep  growls,  as  he  followed  thereat 
^  ikfl  oompouy  into  the  outw  apartment,  which 


served  as  an  entrance-hall,  and  divided  the  dmmg- 
parlour  from  the  tea-room^  as  it  was  called.  Here, 
while  tile  party  were  assuming  their  hats,  for  the  pur« 
pose  of  joining  the  ladies'  society,  (which  old-fashiimed 
folk  usc-d  only  to  take  up  fur'thatof  going  into  the 
o;)en  air,)  Tyrn^l  asked  a  smart  footman,  who  stoo  I 
near,  to  hand  him  the  hat  which  lay  on  the  table 
beyond. 

'Call  your  own  servant,  sir,"  answered  the  fellow, 
with  the  true  insolence  of  a  (tampered  menial. 

"  Your  master,"  answered  Tyrrel,  "  ought  to  have 
taught  you  good  manner^  my  friend,  before  bruiging 
you  here." 

'"  Sir  Bingo  Binks  is  my  master,"  said  the  fellow, 
in  the  same  insolent  tone  as  before. 

"Now  for  it,  Bingie."  said  Mowbray,  who  was 
nwarc  that  the  Baronet  s  pot-courage  had  arrived  at 
fighting  pitch. 

Yes!  said  Sir  Bingo  aloud,  and  more  articulately 
than  usual — "  The  fellow  is  my  servant^what  has 
an  v  one  to  say  to  it  ?" 

^I  at  least  have  my  mouth  stopped,"  answered 
Tyrrel,  with  perfect  composure.  "  I  siiould  have  been 
surprised  to  have  found  Sir  Bingo's  servant  better 
bred  than  himsi'lf." 

"What  d'ye  mean  by  that,  sir?"  said  Sir  Bingo, 
coming  up  m  an  offensive  attitude,  for  he  was  no 
mean  piiinl  of  the  Fives-Court— "  What  d'ye  mean  by 
that?  D— n  you,  sir!  I'll  serve  you  out  before  you 
can  say  dumpling." 

"  And  I,  Sir  Bmgo,  unless  you  presently  lay  askle 
that  look  and  manner,  will  knock  you  down  before 
you  can  cry  help." 

The  visiter  held  in  his  hand  a  slip  of  oak,  with 
which  he  gave  a  flourish,  that,  however  slight,  in- 
timated some  acquaintance  with  the  noble  art  of 
single-stick.  From  this  demonstration  Sir  Bingo 
thought  it  pnident  somewhat  to  recoil,  though  backed 
by  a  party  of  friends,  who.  in  their  xcal  for  his  honour, 
would  rather  have  seen  his  bones  broken  in  conflict 
bold,  than  his  honour  injured  by  a  discreditable  re* 
treat;  and  T>Trel  seemed  to  have  some  inclination  to 
indulge  them.  But.  at  the  very  instant  when  his 
hand,  was  raised  with  a  motion  oi  no  doubtful  import, 
a  whispering  voice,  close  to  his  ear.  pronouncea  th« 
emphatic  words— "Are  you  a  manr' 

Not  the  thrilling  tone  with  which  our  inimitable 
Siddons  used  to  electrify  the  scene,  when  she  uttered 
the  same  whisper,  ever  had  a  more  powerful  eflect 
upon  an  auditor,  than  had  these  unex|)ected  sounds 
on  him,  to  whom  they  were  now  addressed.  Tyrrel 
fonofot  every  thing^his  quarrel— the  circumstances  in 
which  he  was  placed— ;the  company.  The  crowd 
was  to  him  at  once  annihilated,  and  life  seemed  to 
have  no  other  object  than  to  follow  the  person  who 
had  spoken.  But  suddenly  as  he  turned,  the  disap- 
peorance  of  the  monitor  was  at  least  equally  so,  for 
amid  the  group  of  commonplace  countenances  by 
which  he  was  siurounded,  there  was  none  which  as- 
sorted to  the  tone  and  words,  which  possessed  such 
a  power  over  him.  "Make  way,"  ho  said,  to  those 
who  surrounded  him ;  and  it  was  in  the  tone  of  one 
who  was  prepared,  if  necessary,  to  make  way  fo* 
himself. 

Mr.  Mowbray  of  St.  Ronan's  stepped  forward. 
"  Come,  sir,"  said  he,  "  this  will  not  do— you  have 
come  here,  a  stranger  among  us,  to  assume  airs  and 
dignities,  which,  by  G— d,  would  become  a  duke,  or 
a  prince !  We  must  know  who  and  what  yon  are, 
before  we  permit  you  to  carry  your  high  tone  any 
farther." 

This  address  seemed  at  once  to  arrest  Tyrrel's  aii- 
ger,  and  his  impatience  to  leave  the  company.  He ' 
turned  to  Mowbray,  collected  his  thoughts  for  an  in- 
stant, and  then  answered  hiin  thus.— "Mr.  Mow 
bray,  I  seek  no  quarrel  with  any  one  here— with  yon. 
in  particular,  I  am  most  unwulinfi^  to  have  any  dis^ 
agreement.  I  came  here  by  invitaUun,  not  certainly 
expecting  much  pleasure,  but,  at  the  same  time,  sup- 
posing myself  secure  from  incivility.  In  the  last 
point,  I  find  myself  mistaken,  and  therefore  wish  the 
company  good-night  I  must  also  make  my  adieus  to 
the  ladies." 

3o  aayiiuc   be  walked  several  etepe,  yet,  ae  tf 
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•eemed,  rather  iireflolutelr,  towards  the  door  of  the 
card-room— and  then,  to  the  increawd  mjiprisc  of  ttie 
company,  stopped  suddenly,  and  mutterinp^somcibing 
about  the  *'unfitneiw  of  (he  time,"  turning  on  his  htiel, 
and  bowing  haughtily,  as  there  was  way  made  for 
him,  walked  in  the  opposite  direction  towards  the 
door  which  led  to  the  outer  hall. 

"  D~nie,  Sir  Bingo,  will  you  let  him  off!"  said 
Mowbray,  who  seemed  to  delight  in  pushing  his  friend 
into  new  scrapes— "To  him,  man— to  him— he  shows 
the  white  feather." 

Sir  Bingo,  thus  encouraged,  planted  himself  with  a 
look  of  defiance  exactly  between  Tyrrel  and  the  door; 
upon  which  the  retreating  guest,  bestowinfj^  on  him 
moEt  emr>hatically  the  epithet  Fool,  seized  liim  by  the 
collar,  and  flung  nim  out  of  his  way  with  some  vio- 
lence. 

'*  I  am  to  be  found  at  the  Old  Town  of  St.  Ronan's 
by  whomsoever  has  any  concern  with  me."— With- 
out waiting  the  issue  of  this  aggression  farther  than 
to  utter  these  word^  Tyrrel  left  the  hotel.  He  stopped 
in  the  court-vard,  however,  with  the  air  of  one  un- 
certain whither  he  intended  to  go,  and  who  wns 
desirous  to  ask  some  question,  which  seemed  to  die 
upon  his  tongue.  At  length  his  eye  M\  upon  a  groom 
who  stood  not  far  from  the  door  of  the  mn,  holding, 
in  his  hand  a  handsome  pony,  with  a  side-naddle. 

"  Whose" said  Tyrrel— hut  the  rest  of  the  ques- 
tion he  seemed  unable  to  utter. 

The  man,  however,  replied,  as  if  he  had  heard  the 
whole  interrogation.—  Miss  Mowbray's,  sir,  of  St. 
Konan's— she  leaves  directly— and  so  1  am  walking 
the  pony— a  clever  thing,  sir,  for  a  lady." 

*'  She  returns  to  Shaws-Castle  by  the  Buck-stanc 
road  r 

"I  suppose  so,  sir."  said  the  groom.  ""It  is  the 
Highest,  and  Miss  Clara  cares  little  for  rough  roads. 
Zounds!  She  can  spank  it  over  wet  and  dr>'." 

Tvrrel  turned  away  from  the  man,  and  hastily  left 
the  hotel— not,  however,  by  the  road  which  led  to  the 
Aultoun,  but  by  a  footpath  among  the  natural  copse- 
wood,  which,  following  the  course  of  the  brook,  in- 
tersected the  usual  horse-road  to  Shaws-Castle.  the 
Heat  of  Mr.  Mowbray,  at  a  romantic  spot  called  the 
Buck-stane. 

In  a  small  peninsula,  formed  by  a  winding  of  the 
brook,  was  situated,  on  a  rising  hillock,  a  large  rough- 
hewn  pillar  of  stone,  said  by  tradition  to  commemo- 
rate the  fall  of  a  stag  of  unusual  speed,  size,  and 
strength,  whose  flight,  after  having  lasted  throtigh  a 
whole  summer's  day,  had  there  terminated  in  death, 
to  the  honour  and  glory  of  some  ancient  baron  of  St. 
Ronan's,  and  of  his  stanch  hounds.  During  the  period- 
ical cuimigs  of  the  copse,  which  the  necessities  of  the 
family  of  St.  Ronan's  brought  round  more  freauently 
than  Ponty  would  have  recommended,  some  oaks  had 
been  mred  in  the  neighbourhood  of  this  massive  obe- 
lisk, old  enough  perhaps  to  have  heard  the  whoop  and 
halloo  which  followed  the  fall  of  the  stag,  and  to  have 
witnessed  the  raising  of  the  rude  monument  by  which 
that  great  event  was  commemorated.  These  trees, 
with  their  broad  spreading  boughs,  made  a  twilight 
even  of  noon-day ;  and,  now  that  the  sun  was  ap- 
proaching its  setting  point,  their  shade  already  antici- 
pated night.  This  was  especially  the  case  where 
three  or  four  of  them  stretched  their  arms  over  a  deep 

Silly,  through  which  winded  the  horse-path  to  Shaws- 
astle,  at  a  point  about  a  pistol-shot  distant  from  the 
Buck-stane.  As  the  principal  access  to  Mr.  Mow- 
bray's mansion  was  by  a  carriageway,  which  passed 
In  a  different  direction,  the  present  path  was  left  al- 
most in  a  state  of  nature,  full  uf  large  stones,  and 
broken  by  gullies,  delightful,  from  the  varied  character 
of  its  banks,  to  the  picturesque  traveller,  and  most  in- 
convenient, nay  dangerous,  to  him  who  had  a  stum- 
bling horse.  , .  .  ,  .  . 
The  footpath  to  the  Buck-stane,  which  here  joined 
the  bridle-road,  had  been  constructed,  at  the  expense 
of  a  subscription,  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Winter- 
blossom,  who  had  taste  enough  to  see  the  beauties  of 
this  secluded  spot,  which  was  exactly  such  as  in  ear- 
lier times  might  have  harboured  the  ambush  of  some 
marauding  chief.  This  recollection  had  not  escaped 
TfmL  to  whom  the  whole  aoenery  wu  finniliar,  who 


now  hastened  to  the  spot,  ss  one  which  peculiarly 
suited  his  present  purpose.  He  sat  down  by  one  cu 
the  larger  projtrting  trees,  and,  srn^ned  by  its  enor- 
mous branches  from  ohHorvation,  was  enabled  to 
watch  the  road  fruni  the  Hotel  tor  a  great  part  of  its 
extent,  while  he  was  himsilf  invisible  to  any  who 
might  travel  upon  it. 

Mean  while  his  sudden  departure  excited  a  conside^ 
able  sensation  among  the  party  whom  he  had  just  left, 
and  who  were  inductd  to  form  conclusions  not  verf 
favourable  to  his  character.  Sir  Kingo,  in  partinilar, 
blustered  loudly  and  more  loudly,  in  proportion  to  tht 
increasing  distance  betwixt  himself  and  his  antago* 
nist,  declari.-v;  his  resolution  to  be  revenged  on  th< 
scoundrel  for  his  insolence— to  drive  him  from  the 
neighbourhood— and  I  know  not  what  other  mi-naoei 
of  ftjrmidable  import.  The  devil  in  I  lie  old  stories  ol 
dihblerie^  was  always  sure  to  start  up  at  the  elbow  ol 
any  one  who  nursed  diabolical  purposes,  and  oaly 
want^l  a  little  backing  from  the  foul  fiend  to  carry 
his  imaginations  into  action.  The  noble  Captain 
MacTurk  had  so  far  this  property  of  his  infernal 
majesty,  that  the  least  hintof  an  approaching  qaorrel 
drew  him  always  to  the  vicinity  of  the  party  concern- 
ed. He  was  now  at  Sir  Bingo's  side,  and  was  taking 
his  own  view  of  the  matter,  m  his  character  of  peace- 
maker. 


"  By  Cot !  and  it's  ver\'  exccedinj^ly  tree,  my  goot 
..lend.  Sir  Binca— and  as  voo  say,  it  concerns  your 
honour,  and  the  honour  ot  the  place,  and  cnnlit  and 


character  of  the  whole  company,  by  Cot !  thai  thia 
maUer  be  propcriy  looked  after;  for,  as  I  think, 
he  laid  hands  on  your  body,  my  excellent  gooi 
friend."  

"  Hands,  Captain  MacTurk  T'  exclaimed  Sir  Bingo, 
in  some  confusion;  "no,  blast  him— not  so  bad  u 
that  neither— if  he  had,  I  should  have  handed  kim 

over  the  window— hut,  by ,  the  fellow  had  the 

impudence  to  ofler  to  collar  me— I  had  just  stefiped 
back  to  square  at  him,  when,  curse  me,  the  blackguavd 
ran  away."  ,      . ,    .^     , 

''Right,  vara  right,  Sir  Bingo,     said  , the  Man  ol 


Law,  ^'  a  vara  perfect  blackguard,  a  poaching  sommg 
sort  of  fallow,  that  I  will  have  scoured  out  of  the 
country  before  he  be  three  days  aulder.  Fash  yen 
your  beard  nae  farther  about  the  matter.  Sir  Bingo." 

"By  Cot!  but  I  can  tell  you,  Mr.  Meiklewham," 
said  the  Man  of  Peace,  with  great  solemnity  of  visan 
"  that  you  are  scalding  your  lips  in  other  folk's  kue 
and  that  it  is  necessary  for  the  credit,  and  honour,  mi 
respect  of  this  company,  at  the  Well  of  St.  Ronan'a 
that  Sir  Bingo  goes  by  more  competent  advice  thai 
youraupon  the  present  occasion,  Mr.  Meiklcwhem: 
for  though  your  counsel  may  do  veiy  well  in  a  amal 
debt  court,  here,  do  yon  see,  Mr.  Meiklewham,  ia  i 
question  of  honour,  which  is  not  a  thing  in  your  line, 
as  I  take  it." 

"  No,  before  George !  it  is  not,"  answered  Meikle- 
wham ;  "  e'en  take  it  all  to  yoursell,  Captain,  and 
meikle  ye  are  likely  to  make  on't." 

"Then,"  said  the  Captain,  "Sir  Binco,  I  will  beg 
the  favour  of  your  trompnny  to  the  smoking  room, 
where  we  may  have  a  cigar  and  a  glass  of  gin-twist; 
and  we  will  consider  how  the  honour  of  the  company 
must  lie  supported  and  upholden  upon  the  present  Gon< 
juncture." 

The  Baronet  complied  with  this  invitation,  asimich, 
perhaps,  in  consequence  of  the  medium  through  whicb 
the  Captain  intended  to  convey  his  warhke  counselt 
aa  for  the  pleasure  with  which  he  anticipated  the  rs* 
suit  of  these  counsels  themselves.  He  followed  thi 
military  step  of  hie  leader,  whose  stride  waa  mon 
stiff,  and  his  form  more  pen)€ndicular,  when  exaltec 
by  the  consciousness  uf  an  approaching  quarrel,  totw 
smoking-room,  where,  sighing  as  he  lighted  his  cigar. 
Sir  Bingo  prepared  to  listen  to  the  words  of  wiedoir 
and  vnlour,  as  they  should  flow  in  mingled  atreanr 
from  the  lips  of  Captain  MacTurk. 

Mean  while  the  rest  of  the  company  joined  tb( 
ladies.  "  Here  has  been  Clara,"  said  Lady  Pcnelopi 
10  Mr.  Mowbray ;  "  hero  haa  been  Mjss  Mowbraj 
among  us,  like  the  ray  of  a  sun  which  does  but  danli 
and  die." 

"  Ab,  poor  aara,"  Mkl  Mowbrayi  "I  thojiOit  I  ni 
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her  thmd  her  wiiy  ihrnu<Hi  tne  crowd  a  little  while 
■uic«,  but  I  waH  not  sun'.' 

"Well,"  saiil  Lady  rerifiiope.  "  she  has  aakud  iia  nil 
iw  la  ^hawa-CaslIo  on  ThurAlay,  to  a  lUUnner  a  la 
favrrfutie—l  tniat  vou  confirm  your  aiaior's  invita* 
Uon,  Mr.  Mowbray  1" 

"Certainly,  Lady  Penelope,"  replied  Mowbray; 
*'uid  I  am  traly  glad  Clara  hap  had  the  ^ce  to  th;nK 
of  it— How  wc  fihall  acquit  ourwlves  ia  a  different 
quMion,  for  neither  the  nor  I  are  much  accuatomcd 
idplav  hose  or  hoat^.'ss." 

'^Oh !  it  will  he  delightful,  I  am  sure,"  aaid  Lady 
Aifi«lope«  "Clara  has  a  grace  in  every  thing  ehe 
don;  and  you,  Mr.  Mowbray,  can  be  a  perfectly  well- 
brfdWentleman^whcn you  please." 

■*Tnat  qualifiration  is  stvcre— Well— good  man- 
lun  be  my  speed— I  will  certainly  please  to  do  my 
bat,  when  I  sec  your  ladyship  at  Shawa-Cnstle, 
which  haa  rei*eivcd  no  company  this  many  a  day.— 
Clara  and  I  have  lived  a  wild  life  of  it,  each  in  their 
own  way,'* 

"Indeed,  Mr.  Mowbray,"  said  Lady  Binks,  "if  I 
iii^t  presame  to  apeak— I  think  you  do  suffer  your 
mser  to  ride  about  a  litde  too  much  without  an 
•nendant.  I  know  Miss  Mowbray  rides  as  woman 
never  rode  before,  but  still  an  nccident  may  hapiH>n." 
**An  accident  T'  replied  Mowbray— "Ah,  Lady 
fiink«.'  accidents  hamn^n  as  frt^quently  when  ladies 
hart  attendants  as  wnen  they  are  without  them." 

Lady  Binks,  who,  in  her  maiden  state,  had  cantered 
•  good  deal  about  these  woods  under  Sir  Bingo's 
aeon,  coloured,  looked  spiteful,  and  was  silent. 

"Besides,"  said  John  Mowbray,  more  lightly, 
•"where  is  the  risk,  after  all  ?  There  are  no  wolves 
IB  our  woods  to  eat  up  our  pretty  Red-Riding  Hoods ; 
ind  no  lions  either— except  those  of  Lady  Penelope's 
tmn." 
•*  Who  draw  thecarof  Cybele,"  said  Mr.  Chaitcrly. 
Lady  Penelope  luckily  did  not  underatand  the  nilu> 
■on,  which  was  indeed  better  intended  than  iina- 
Rmed. 

"Apropos  r*  she  said ;  "  what  have  you  done  with 
the  neat  lion  of  the  day  ?  I  see  Mr.  Tyrrel  no  where 
^hne  finishing  on  additional  bottle  with  Sir  Kingo?" 
"  Mr.  Tymd,  madam,"  said  Mowbray,  "  has  acted 
nccfcfsivdy  the  lion  rampant,  and  the  lion  passant : 
he  has  been  quarrelsome,  and  he  has  run  awav— fled 
from  the  ire  of  vour  doughty  knight.  Lady  Binks." 

"^I  am  sure  I  hope  not,"  said  Lady  Binks ;  *'  my 
Cheralier's  unsucreffi<ful  campaigns  have  U'cn  unable 
to  overcome  his  taste  for  quarrels— a  victory  would 
make  a  fighting-man  of  him  for  hfe." 

"That  inconvenience  might  bring  ita  own  conso- 
UtioDs,"  s.*iid  Winterblossom,  apart  to  Mowbray; 
"oanrrellcrsdo  not  usually  live  long." 

'.Va  no,"  replied  Mowbray,  "  the  lady's  despair, 
whidi4}roke  out  ju:^t  now.  even  in  her  own  despite,  is 
•luii?  natural— absolutely  legitimate.  Sir  Bingo  will 
pvn  her  no  chance  that  way." 

Mi>wbray  then  made  his  bow  to  Lady  Penelope, 
lad  in  answer  to  her  request  that  he  would  join  the 
M  or  the  card-taUts  observed,  that  ho  hnd  no  timo 
to  lose;  that  the  heads  of  the  old  domestics  at 
•Sittw*-C*astlc  would  be  hy  this  time  absolutely  turned, 
liy  the  appn.'hcn.'tions  of  what  Thursday  was  to  briiii; 
wrth;  and  that  as  Clara  would  certainly  give  no  di- 
rections f:>r  the  proper  arrangements,  it  was  neccs- 
nr>'  that  he  slutuld  take  that  trouble  hiuisrlf. 

"If  you  ride  smartly,"  said  Lady  P«!nelope,  "you 
miy  save  ev'-n  a  temporar>'  alarm,  by  overtaking 
<1ara,  dear  creature,  ere  she  guts  home— She  aoine- 
iimr«  suffers  h''r  piKiv  to  go  at  will  along  the  lane,  as 
>tfiw  as  Bctiv  Floy's. 
!  'Ah,  but  then,"  said  little  Miss  Dlgges,  "Miss 
I  MoHbray  sometimes  gallops  as  if  the  lurk  was  a  snail 
I) h'T  p'jny  -and  it  nuile  frights  one  to  si?e  her." 

The  Doctor  touched  Mrs.  Blower,  who  had  ap- 
rruached  so  na  to  bo  on  the  verge  of  the  gimteel  oir- 
Hi  thomrh  shn  did  not  venture  within  it— they  ex- 
tninsed  sagacious  looks,  and  it  most  pitiful  shake  of 
to?  nend.  Mowbray's  eye  happened  at  ihnt  moment 
lialance  on  them;  and  doubtless,  notwithstanding 
inrir  hasting  to  compose  their  countenance's  to  a  dif- 
H«Dt  tipreniori,  he  comprehended  what  was  pass- 


ing through  their  minds;— and  perhaps  it  awoke  a 
corresponding  note  in  his  own.  He  took  his  hat,  and 
with  a  cast  of  thought  upon  his  countenance  which  it 
seldom  wore,  left  the  apartment.  A  moment  after- 
wards hiA  home's  feet  were  heard  spuming  the  pave- 
ment, as  he  started  off  at  a  sharp  pace. 

**Then!  is  something  singular  about  these  Mow- 
brays  to-nighr,"  said  Lady  Penelope.—"  Clara,  poor 
dear  angel,  is  always  particular;  but  I  should  nave 
thought  Mowbray  had  too  much  worldly  wisdom  to 
be  fanciful.— What  are  you  consulting  your  woavenir 
for  ^nth  such  attention^  my  dear  Lady  Binks }" 

"Only  for  the  age  of  the  moon,"  said  her  ladyship, 
putting  the  little  tortoise  shell  bound  calendar  into  her 
reticule ;  and  having  done  so,  she  proceeded  to  assist 
Lady  Penelope  in  the  arrangementa  for  the  evening. 


CHAPTER  IX. 

THS  MEETING. 

V«  meet  w  irtiadowi  in  the  land  of  dreuM, 
Which  apemk  not  font  in  lifiia. 

BEHRtD  one  of  the  old  oaks  which  we  have  described 
in  the  preceding  chapter,  shrouding  himself  from  ob- 
servation like  a  hunter  watching  for  his  game,  or  an 
Indian  for  his  enemy,  but  with  different,  very  different 
purpose,  Tyrrel  lay  on  his  breast  near  the  Buck-stane, 
iiis  eye  on  the  horse-road  which  winded  down  the 
volley,  and  his  ear  alertly  awake  to  every  sound  which 
mingled  with  the  passing  breeze,  or  with  the  ripple  of 
the  brook. 

"To  have  met  her  in  yonder  congregated  assembly 
of  brutes  and  fools"— such  was  a  part  of  his  internal 
reflections.— "had  been  little  less  tnan  an  act  of  mad- 
ness—madness almost  equal  in  its  degree  to  thai 
cowardice  which  has  hitherto  preventixi  my  approach- 
ing her  when  our  eventful  meeting  might  have  taken 
place  unobserved.— But  now— now— my  resolution  is 
as  fixed  as  the  placid  is  itself  favourable.  I  will  not 
wait  till  some  chance  again  shall  throw  us  together, 
with  a  hundred  malignant  eyes  to  watch,  and  won- 
der, and  stare,  and  try  in  vain  to  account  for  the  ex- 
pression of  feelings  >K-hich  I  might  find  it  impossible 
to  suppress.— Hark— hark !— I  near  the  tread  of  a 
horse— Xo— it  was  the  changeful  sound  of  the  water 
rushing  over  the  pebbles.  Surely  she  cannot  have 
token  the  other  n»ad  to  Shaws-Casile !— No— the 
sounds  become  distinct— her  fisnire  is  visible  on  the 
path,  cominz  swiftly  forward.— Have  I  the  courage  to 
show  myself^?— I  have— the  hour  is  come,  and  what 
must  be  shall  be." 

Yet  this  resolution  was  scarcely  formed  ere  it  began 
to  fluctuate^  when  he  reflected  upon  the  fittest  manner 
of  carrying  it  into  execution.  To  show  himself  at  a 
disianoe,  might  give  the  lady  an  opportunity  of  turn- 
ing bark  and  avoiding  the  inten-iew  whKin  he  had 
determined  u^xin  -  to  hide  himstilf  till  the  moment 
when  her  hi>r8e,  in  rapid  motion,  should  pass  his 
lurking-place,  mipht  l>o  attended  with  danger  to  the 
rider— and  while  he  hesitated  which  course  to  pursue, 
there  was  sonic  rliaiice  of  his  missina  the  opportunity 
of  prt^senting  himself  to  Miss  Mowbray  at  all.  Hs 
was  h 1 11  iself  sensible  of  this,  formed  a  hasty  and  des- 
perate resolution  not  to  suffer  tin.' nn'st>nt  moment  to 
escape,  and,  just  ns  the  ascent  inilucTed  the  poney  to 
slRckeu  its  pace,  Tyrrel  stood  in  the  middle  of  the  de- 
file, about  six  yards  distant  from  the  youn:^  lady. 

She  pulled  up  the  ri'ins,  and  stopped  as  if  arrested 
by  a  lliuiiderlK)!!.— "  Clara !"  -"  Tyrrel !"  These  were 
the  only  words  which  were  exchanged  between  them, 
until  Tvm.'l,  moving  his  feet  as  slowly  as  if  they  had 
been  of' lead,  bi'gaii  gradually  to  diminish  the  distance 
which  lay  betwixt  them.  It  was  then  that,  observing 
his  closer  approach.  Miss  Mowbray  called  out  with 
gn^nt  eagcrne>>s,~" No  nearer— no  nearer!— So  long 
have  I  endured  your  presence,  but  if  you  approach  mn 
more  closely,  I  shall  ho  mad  indi'ed  f' 

"What  do  you  fear?"  said  TymO,  in  a  hollow 
voice— "What  can  you  fear?"  and  he  continued  to 
draw  nearer,  until  they  were  within  a  pace  of  each 
oihrr. 

Clara,  meanwhile,  dropping  her  bridle,  clasped  her 
hands  together,  and  held  them  up  towaids  Heaven. 
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muttering,  in  a  voice  scarcely  audiblr, "  Grmt  God  !~ 
If  (hifi  apparition  be  formed  bv  my  heated  fancy,  let  it 
paaa  away ;  if  it  be  n^al,  rnanle  me  to  ktcar  ito  pre- 
sence I— Tell  me,  1  conjure  yon,  are  you  Francip  Tyrrel 
in  blood  and  body,  or  in  this  but  one  of  thoae  wan- 
dering virions,  that  have  crowft>d  my  path  and  glared 
un  me,  but  without  daring  to  abide  my  ateadfast 
glance?" 

"I  am  Francis  Tyrrei,"  answered  he,  "in  blood 
■nd  body,  as  much  aa  she  to  whom  I  apeak  ia  Clara 
Mowbray." 

"  Then  Grod  have  mercy  on  ua  both  I"  said  Clara, 
in  a  tone  of  deep  feeling. 

"  Amen  I"  aaid  Tyrrel.—"  But  what  avails  this  ex- 
ceaaof  agitation  7— You  saw  me  but  now.  Miss  Mow- 
bray—Your  voice  still  rings  in  my  ears— You  saw  me 
but  now— you  spoke  to  me — and  that  when  I  was 
among  strangers— Why  not  preserve  your  composure, 
when  we  arc  where  no  human  eye  can  see— no  human 
ear  can  hear?" 

"Is  it  so?"  said  Clara;  "  and  was  it  indeed  your- 
self whom  I  saw  even  now  1—1  thought  so,  and 
something  I  said  at  the  time- but  my  brain  has  been 
but  ill  settled  since  we  last  met— But  I  am  well  now 
—quite  well— I  have  invited  all  the  people  yonder  to 
come  to  Shaws-Caatle— mv  brother  desirol  me  to  do 
it— I  hope  I  ahall  have  tne  pleasure  of  seeing  Mr. 
Tyrrel  tbere— though  I  think  there  is  some  old  grudge 
between  my  brother  and  you." 

"  Alaa !  Clara,  you  mistake.  Your  brother  I  have 
■carcely  seen,"  replied  Tyrrel  much  distressed,  and 
apparently  uncertain  in  what  tone  to  address  her. 
which  muht  soothe,  and  not  irritate  her  mental 
malady,  of  which  he  could  now  entertain  no  doubt 

"  True— true,"  she  said,  after  a  moment'a  reflection, 
"  my  brother  was  then  at  coUm^  It  was  my  father, 
my  poor  father,  whom  you  haa  aome  quarrefwith.- 
But  you  will  come  to  Snaws-Castle  on  Thursday,  at 
two  o'clock  ?— John  will  be  glad  to  see  you— he  c«n 
be  kind  when  he  pleases— and  then  we  will  talk  of 
old  times- 1  must  get  on,  to  have  things  ready- 
Good  evening." 

She  would  have  passed  him.  but  betook  gently 
bold  of  the  rein  of  her  bridle.—"  I  will  walk  with  you, 
Clara,"  he  said ;  "  the  road  is  rough  and  dangerous— 
yen.  ought  not  to  ride  fast— I  will  walk  along  with 
you,  and  we  will  talk  of  former  times  now,  more  con- 
veniently than  in  company." 

"  True— true— very  true,  Mr.  Tyrrel— it  shall  be  as 
yoa  say.  My  brother  obliges  me  sometimes  to  go 
mto  company  at  that  hateAil  place  down  yonder ;  and 
I  do  so  because  he  likes  it  and  because  the  folks  let 
me  have  my  own  way,  and  come  and  go  as  I  list 
Do  you  know  TyrreC  that  very  often  when  I  am 
there,  and  John  has  his  eye  on  me,  I  can  carry  it  on 
as  gayly  as  if  you  and  I  had  never  met  ?" 

**  I  would  to  God  we  never  had."  said  Tyrrel,  in  a 
trembling  voice,  "  since  this  is  to  be  the  end  of  all  7" 

"  And  wherefore  should  not  sorrow  be  the  end  of 
sin  and  of  folly  7  And  when  did  happiness  come  of 
disobedience  7— And  when  did  sound  sleep  visit  a 
bloody  pillow  7  That  ia  what  I  aay  to  myself,  Tyrrel, 
and  that  is  what  you  must  learn  to  say  too,  and  then 
you  will  bear  your  burden  as  cheerfully  as  I  endure 
mine.  If  we  nave  no  more  than  our  deserts,  why 
should  we  complain  7— You  are  shedding  tears,  1 
think— Is  not  that  childish  7— They  say  it  is  a  relief— 
if  so,  weep  on,  and  I  vdll  look  another  way." 

Tyrrel,  walked  on  by  the  pony' a  side,  m  vain  en- 
deavouring to  compose  himself  so  as  to  reply. 

"  Poor  Tyrrel,"  said  Clara,  after  she  had  remained 
silent  for  some  time—"  Poor  Prank  Tyrrel !— Perhaps 
you  will  say  in  your  turn.  Poor  Clara— but  I  am  not 
BO  poor  in  roirit  as  you— the  blast  may  bend,  but  it 
shall  never  break  me." 

There  was  another  long  pause;,  for  Tyrrel, was 
unable  to  determine  with  himself  in  what  strain  he 
could  address  the  unfortunate  young  lady,  without 
Awakening  recollections  equally  painful  to  her  feel- 
ings, and  dangerous,  when  her  precarious  state  of 
health  was  considered.  At  length  she  herself  pro- 
ceeded:— 

"What  needs  all  this,  Tyrrel 7— and  hfideed,  whv 
foaharol— WhydldIfiluiyoublltllowbnw^- 


'  ing  andquarrfllinsnmong  the  loudest  nf  the  brawlei 

^  and  qiiarrrllf  rs  of  yundc-r  idle  and  dii'sipfttt.'d  debav 

.  checs 7—  Von  wvrc  U!*etl  lo  Iiovl*  more  t«niptr— moi 

I  sr-nse.    Anutiur  jK-rson— ny,  another  that  you  and 

'  once  knew— lie  mijiht  have  conimitti-fl  such  a  fdll) 

'  and  hi!  would  hnvt-  actrvi  jm  rlwips  in  charncter. — Bi 

you  who  pretend  to  wi*Jom— for  shame,  for  shame 

— .\nd  indet'd.  when  we  talk  of  that,  what  wisdoi 

was  there  in  coming  hither  nt  all  ?— or  what  goo 

purpose  can  your  remaining  here  serve  7— Surely  yo 

netid  not  eon)e,  either  to  renew  your  own  unhappinei 

or  to  augment  mine?'* 

"  To  augment  yours— God  forbid !"  anfiwcred  Tyi 
rel.  "No— I  came  hither  only  because,  after  so  man 
years  of  wandering,  I  lonfrr.'d  to  revisit  the  spc 
where  all  my  [lapt'n  lay  buried." 

"  Ay— buncd  is  the  word,"  she  replied,  "  crashe 
down  and  buncd  when  they  budded  fairest.  I  olte 
think  of  it  Tyrrel;  and  there  are  times  whei 
Heaven  help  mc !  I  can  think  of  little  elsi*.- Look  a 
me— you  remembor  what  I  was— see  what  grief  an 
solitude  have  made  me." 

She  flung  back  the  veil  which  surrounded  be 
riding-hat,  and  which  had  hitherto  hid  her  face.  I 
was  the  same  countenance  which  he  had  formerl 
known  in  all  the  bloom  of  early  beauty ;  but  thoogi 
the  beauty  remained,  the  bloom  was  fled  for  evei 
Not  the  agitation  of  exercise— not  that  which  aros 
from  the  pain  and  confusion  of  this  unexpected  in 
terview,  had  called  to  p<K>r  Clara's  cheek  even  th 
momentary  semblance  of  colour.  Hercomplexbn  wa 
marble-white,  like  that  of  the  finest  piece  of  statosry. 

"  Is  it  possible  7"  said  Tyrrel ;  "  can  grief  have  mad 
such  ravages?" 

,"  Grief,''  replied  Clara,  "  is  the  sickness  of  th 
mind,  and  its  sister  is  the  sickness  of  the  body— the; 
are  twin- sisters,  Tyrrel,  and  are  seldom  long  separatf 
Sometimes  the  body^s  disease  comes  first,  and  dim 
our  eyes  and  palsies  our  hands,  before  the  fire  of  ou 
mind  and  of  our  intellect  is  quenched.  But  mark  n 
—soon  after  comes  her  cruel  sister  with  her  urn,  an 
sprinkles  coki  dew  on  our  hopes  and  on  our  loves,  ou 
memory,  our  recollections,  and  our  feelings^  ani 
shows  us  that  they  cannot  survive  the  decay  of  os 
bodily  powers." 

"  Alas !"  said  Tyrrel,  "ia  it  come  to  this 7" 

"  To  this,"  she  replied,  sptrnkinc  from  the  rapH 
and  irregular  train  of  her  own  ideas,  rather  diai 
comprehending  the  purport  of  his  sorrowful  ezda 
mation,— "  to  this  it  must  ever  come,  while  iminorta 
souls  are  wedded  to  the  perishable  substance  o 
which  our  bodies  are  coniposed.  There  is  anotbai 
state,  Tyrrel,  in  which  it  will  be  otherwiae— Got 
grant  our  time  of  enjoying  it  were  come !" 

She  fell  into  a  melancholy  pause,  which  Tymi 
was  afraid  to  disturb.  The  quickness  with  wnicii 
she  spoke,  marked  but  too  plainly  the  irregular  auC' 
cession  of  thought,  and  he  was  obliged  to  restrain  the 
agony  of  his  own  feelings,  rendered  more  acute  by  i 
thousand  painful  rncoUections,  lest  by  giving  way  to 
his  expressions  of  grief;  he  should  throw  her  into  i 
still  more  disturl>ed  state  of  mind. 

"  I  did  not  think,"  she  proceeded,  "  that  af^er  k 
horrible  a  separation,  and  so  many  years.  I  could  haw 
met  you  thus  calmly  and  reasonably.  But  althousli 
what  we  were  formerly  to  each  other  can  never  w 
forfcottcn,  it  is  now  all  over,  and  we  are  only  friends- 
Is  It  not  so?" 

Tyrrell  was  unable  to  n^ply. 

"  But  I  must  not  remain  nerc,"  she  said,  "  till  thi 
evening  grows  darker  on  me.— We  shall  meet  again 
Tyrrel— meet  as  friends— nothing  more— You  wil 
come  up  to  Shaws-C'astic  and  »ce  ine7— no  need  o 
secrecy  now— my  poor  father  is  in  his  grave,  and  hit 
prejudices  sleep  with  him— my  brother  John  is  kind 
though  he  is  stem  and  severe  sometimes— Indeed 
Tyrrel,  I  believe  he  loves  me,  though  he  has  taugh 
me  to  tremble  at  his  frown  when  I  am  in  spirits,  an 
talk  too  much— But  he  loves  mc,  at  least  I  think  sc 
for  I  am  sure  I  love  him;  and  I  try  to  go  dowi 
amongst  them  yonder,  and  to  endure  their  lolly,  anc 
all  things  considenxl,  I  do  carry  on  the  farce  of  HI 
wonderiuUy  well— We  are  but  actors,  you  know,  an 
the  worki  but  a  stage." 
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"And  ours  has  been  a  p»rl  and  tragic  sccna*'  raid 
Tfrrel,  in  the  bitterness  of  his  heart,  unable  any 
longer  to  Tvfmin  from  speed i. 

"It  has  indeed— but,  Tyrrel,  when  was  it  othcr- 
Tise  with  enablements  formed  in  youth  and  in  folly  7 
Vou  and  I  would,  you  know,  become  men  and  wo- 
men, while  we  were  yet  scarcely  more  than  children 
—We  have  run,  while  yet  in  our  nonage,  through  the 
passions  and  advent  urea  of  youth,  and  therefore  we 
are  now  old  before  our  day,  and  the  winter  of  our  life 
has  come  on  ere  iu  summer  was  well  beaun.— OTyr- 
M !  often  and  often  have  I  thought  of  this  I— Thought 
of  it  often  ?  Alas,  when  will  the  time  come  that  I  shall 
be  able  to  think  of  any  thing  else !'' 

The  poor  youn?  woman  sobbed  bitterly,  and  her 
lean  bei^n  to  flow  with  a  freedom  which  they  had 
oot  probably  enjoyed  for  a  length  of  time.  Tyrrel 
walked  on  by  the  side  of  her  horse,  which  now  prose- 
cuted its  road  homewards,  unable  to  devise  a  proper 
mode  of  addressing  the  unfortunate  young  lady,  and 
(earing  alike  to  awaken  her  passions  and  his  own. 
Whatever  he  mighthave  propused  to  say,  was  dis- 
cjnoeried  by  the  plain  indications  that  her  mind  was 
ckHided,  more  or  less  slightlv,  with  a  shade  of  insa- 
nity, which  deranged,  though  it  had  not  destroyed, 
her  powers  of  judgment 

At  length  he  asked  her,  with  as  much  calmness  as 
he  eouicr  assume— if  she  was  contented— if  aught 
could  be  done  to  render  her  situation  more,  easv— if 
thete  was  aught  of  which  she  could  complain  which 
be  miabt  be  able  to  remedy  1  She  answered  gently, 
that  she  was  calm  and  resigned,  when  her  brother 
woukl  permit  her  to  stay  at  home ;  but  that  when  she 
VIS  brooght  into  society,  she  experienced  such  a 
rhinae  as  that  which  the  water  of  the  brook  that 
ilumoera  in  a  crystalline  pool  of  the  rock  may  be 
■apposed  to  feel,  when,  gliding  from  its  quiet  bed,  it 
bceomes  involved  in  the  hurry  of  the  cataract. 

"But  my  brother  Mowbray,"  she  said,  "thinks  he 
ii  ndbl,— and  perhaps  he  is  so.  There  are  things  on 
which  we  may  ponder  too  long  ^— and  were  he  mis- 
tikeo,  why  should  I  not  constram  myself  in  order  to 
^eue  him— there  are  so  few  left  to  whom  I  can  now 
Sive  either  pleasure  or  pain  1—1  am  a  gay  girl,  too,  in 
cooveraaiion,  Tyrrel— «till  as  gay  for  a  moment,  as 
wben  yon  used  to  chide  me  for  my  folly.  So,  now  I 
biTe  told  you  all,— I  have  one  question  to  ask  on  my 
pin— one  question— if  I  had  but  breath  to  ask  it— Is 


4<itiU  alive  r 

"He  UvGs,*^  answered  Tyrrel,  but  in  a  tone  so  low, 
thti  naught  but  the  easier  attention  which  Miss 
)lowbny  paid  coukl  possibly  have  caught  such  feeble 


''Liresf*  she  exclaimed,— "  lives !— he  lives,  and 
ibe  blood  on  your  hand  is  not  then  indelibly  imprint- 
ed-O  Tyrrel,  did  you  but  know  the  joy  which  this 
uairance  gives  to  me  !*' 

"Joyf  replied  Tyrrel— "joy,  that  the  wretch  lives 
who  tyia  poisoned  our  happiness  for  ever  ?— lives,  per- 
haps, to  claim  you  for  his  own  7" 

*IVever.  never  shall  he— dare  he  do  so."  replied 
dara,  wildly,  "while  water  can  drown,  while  cords 
rut  strangle,  steel  pierce— while  there  is  a  precipice 
un  the  hill,  a  pool  in  the  river— never— never  f 

"Be  not  thus  agitated,  my  dearest  Clara,"  said 
TVrrel ;  **  I  spoke  I  know  not  what— he  jives  indeed 
Hmt  far  distant,  and,  I  trust,  never  again  to  revisit 
Sonrland." 

He  would  have  said  more,  but  that,  agitated  with 
'ear  or  passion,  she  struck  her  horse  impatiently  with 
Bcrxidins-whip.  The  spirited  animal,  thus  stimulated 
«Rd  at  the  same  time  restrained,  became  intractable, 
uid  leuud  so  much,  that  Tyrrel,  fearful  of  the  conse- 
<1Bencea,  and  trusting  to  Clara's  skill  »s  a  horsewo- 
nuD.  thought  he  best  consulted  her  safety  in, letting 
!» the  rein.  The  animal  instantly  sprung  rorw'ard  on 
the  broken  and  hilly  path  at  a  very  rapid  pace,  and 
was  toon  lost  to  Tyrrel's  anxious  eyes.  % 

As  be  stood  pondering  whether  he  ought  not  to 
toUow  Miss  Mowbray  towards  S haws-Castle,  in  or- 
dcrio  be  satisfied  that  no  accident  had  befallen  her 
M  the  RMd,  he  heard  the  tread  of  a  horse's  feet  ad- 
ducing hMtily  in  the  same  direction,  leading  from 
tlMMd.    Unwilling  to  be  obaervad  at  thia  moment, 


he  stepDcd  aside  under  shelter  of  the  nnderwood,  nnd 
prefk!nily  afterwards  saw  Mr.  Mowbray  of  St.  Ro- 
nnn's,  folio weil  by  a  groom,  ride  hastily  past  his 
lurkini;-placr,  and  pursue  the  same  road  which  had 
been  just  taken  by  his  sifiter.  The  presence  of  her 
brother  seemed  to  at^sure  Miss  Mowbray^s  safety, 
and  so  removed  TyrrePs  chief  reason  for  following 
hor.  Involved  in  d^ep  and  melancholy  refliK;tioii 
upon  wliat  had  passed,  nearly  satisfied  that  his  longer 
residf  nee  in  Clara's  vicinity  could  only  add  to  her  un- 
hoppiness  and  his  own,  yet  unable  to  tear  hirnselt 
from  that  neighbourhood,  or  to  relinquish  feelings 
which  had  l)eco me  entwined  with  his  neart-slringa, 
he  returned  to  his  lodeings  in  the  Auitoun,  in  a  state 
of  mind  very  little  to  be  envied. 

Tyrrel,  on  entering  his  apartment,  found  that  it  was 
not  lighted,  nor  were  tiie  Abigails  of  Mrs.  Dods  quite 
so  alert  as  a  waiter  at  Long  s  might  have  been,  to 
supply  him  with  candles.  Unapt  at  any  time  to  exact 
much  personal  attendance,  and  desirous  to  shun  at 
that  moment  the  necessity  of  sjpeaking  to  any  person 
whatever,  even  on  the  most  tr'mng  subject,  he  walked 
down  into  the  kitchen  to  supply  himself  with  what 
he  wanted.  He  did  not  at  firat  observe  that  Mrs. 
Dods  herself  was  present  in  this  the  very  centre  of 
her  empire,  far  less  that  a  lofty  air  of  indignation  waF 
seated  on  tne  worihv  matron  s  brow.  At  first  it  onlf 
vented  itself  in  broken  soliloquy  and  interjections; 
as,  for  example,  "Vera  bonny  wark  this  I— vera  cra- 
ditablc  wark,  indeed!— a  decent  house  to  be  disturbed 
at  these  hours— Keep  a  public— as  wee!  keep  a  bed- 
lam!" 

Finding  these  murmura  attracted  no  attention,  the 
dame  placed  herself  betwixt  her  guest  and  the  door, 
to  which  he  was  now  retiring  with  his  lighted  candle, 
and  demanded  of  him  what  was  the  meaning  of  such 
behaviour. 

"Of  what  behaviour,  madam?"  said  her  guest, 
repeating  her  question  in,  a  tone  of  sternness  and 
impatii>nce  ao  unusual  with  him,  that  perhaps  she 
was  sorry  at  the  moment  that  she  had  provoked  him 
out  of  his  usual  patient  indifference;  nav,  she  might 
even  feel  intimidated  nt  the  altercation  sne  had  pro- 
voked, for  the  resentment  of  a  quiet  and  patient  person 
has  always  in  it  somethinc  formidable  to  the  professed 
and  habitual  grumbler.  JKut  her  pride  was  too  great 
to  think  of  a  retreat,  after  having  sounded  the  signal 
for  content,  and  so  she  continued,  though  in  a  tona 
somewhat  lower©!. 

"Maister  Tirl,  I  wad  but  just  ask  you,  that  are  a 
man  of  sense,  whether  I  hac  ony  right  to  take  your 
behaviour  weel  1  Here  have  you  been  these  ten  daya 
and  mair,  eating  the  b(«t,  and  drinking  the  best,  and 
taking  up  the  Best  room  in  my  house ;  and  now  to 
think  of  your  gaun  doun  and  taking  up  with  yon  idle 
harebrained  cattle  at  the  Waal— I  maun  e'en  be  plain 
wi'  ye— I  like  nane  of  the  ftiir-fashitmed  folk  that  can 

say  My  Jo,  and  think  it  noi  and  therjefore" 

Mrs.  Dods,"  said  Tjrrrel,  interruptinjg  her,  "  I  have 
no  time  at  present  for  trifles.  I  am  obliged  to  you  for 
your  attention  while  I  have  been  in  your  house;  but 
the  disposal  of  my  time,  here  or  elsewhere,  must  be 
according  to  my  own  ideas  of  pleasure  or  business^ 
If  you  are  tired  of  me  as  a  guest,  send  in  your  bill  to- 
morrow." 

"  My  bill !"  said  Mrs.  Dods ;  "  my  bill  to-morrow  I 
And  what  for  no  wait  till  Saturday,  when  it  may  be 
cleared  at  ween  us,  plack  and  bawbee,  as  it  was  on 
Saturday  last?" 

"  Well— we  will  talk  of  it  to-morrow,  Mre.  Doda^ 
Good  night."    And  he  withdrew  accordingly. 

Luckie  Dods  stood  ruminating  for  a  moment.  "  Th^ 
deil's  in  him,"  she  said,  "for  he  winna  bide  being 
thrawn.  And  I  think  the  deil's  in  me  too  for  thraw- 
ing  him,  sic  a  canny  lad,  and  sae  gudc  a  customer:-- 
and  lam  Judging  ne  has  something  on  his  mind- 
want  of  aifler  it  canna  bo— I  am  sure  if  I  thought  that. 
I  wadna  caro  about  my  small  thing.— Rut  want  o' 
siller  it  canna  be— he  pays  ower  the  shillings  as  if 
they  were  SL'late  stanes,  and  that's  no  the  way  that 
folk  part  with  their  siller  when  there's  but  Utile  on't— 
I  ken  weel  eneugh  how  a  customer  kioks  that's  near 
the  grund  of  the  purse.— Weel !  I  hope  he  winna  mind 
ony  thing  of  thia  nonaenae  the  mom,  and  I'll  tiy  to 


mde  my  tons^  somefhing;  better.— H^h.  wru!  but, 
aa  the  minister  aays.  if  a  an  unmljr  member— troth, 
I  ain  whiltM  ashanoea  o't  myeiell." 


CHAPTER  X. 

BKSOVBCSS. 

Cofnv,  l«t  me  haw  tiif  eonin^,  for  I  iwed  tt ; 
Thou  art  of  tlioM.  who  twUer  help  th«ir  fnaod* 
With  can  adriee,  than  luurm  with  goli. 
Or  brairlerfl  with  their  sword*— I'll  tnmt  to  thee, 
For  I  aak  oolf  from  thee  words,  not  deedn.  _ 

Tkt  DevU  Uth  met  kb  Match. 

The  daf  of  which  we  last  gave  the  events  r!hanced 
to  be  Monday,  and  two  daya  therefore  intervened 
betwixt  it  and  that  for  which  the  entertainment  was 
fixed,  that  was  to  assemble  in  the  halls  of  the  Lord 
of  the  Manor  the  flower  of  the  company  now  at  St 
Ronan's  Well.  The  interval  was  but  brief  for  the 
preparations  necessary  on  an  occasion  so  unusual ; 
since  the  house,  though  delightfnllv  situated,  was  in 
very  indifferent  repair,  and  for  years  had  never  received 
any  visiters,  except  when  some  blithe  bachelor  or  fox- 
hanter  shared  the  hospitality  of  Mr.  Mowbray;  an 
event  which  became  aailv  more,  and  more  ancom- 
mon;  for,  as  he  himself  almost  lived  at  the  Well,  he 
(i^nerallv  contrived  to  receive  his  companions  where 
It  could  be  done  without  expense  to  himself.  Besides, 
the  health  of  his  sister  affurd^d  an  irresistible  apolog>' 
to  any  of  those  old-fashioned  Scottish  gentlemen, 
who  might  be  too  ant  (in  the  nideness  of  more  primi- 
tive daysj  to  consider  a  friend's  house  as  their  on^n. 
Mr.  Mowbray  was  now,  however,  to  the  great  delisrht 
of  all  his' companions,  nailed  clown,  by  invitation 
given  and  accepted,  and  they  looked  forwani  to  the 
accomplishment  of  his  promise,  with  the  eagerness 
which  the  prospect  of  some  entertaining  novelty  never 
fails  t)  produce  amone  idlers. 

A  good  deal  of  trouble  devolved  on  Mr.  Mowbray, 
and  tiis  trusty  agent  Mr.  Meiklewhom,  before  any 
thing  like  decent  preparation  could  be  made  for  th'' 
ensuing  entertainment;  and  they  were  left  to  their 
unassisted  endeavours  by  Clara.  Vho.  durins:  both 
the  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  lpb»tinat«ly  kept  herself 
secluded;  nor  could  her  brother,  either  by  threats  or 
flattery,  extort  from  her  any  light  concemmir  her  pur- 
pose on  the  approaching  and  important  Thursday. 
To  do  John  Mowbray  justice,  he  loved  his  sister  as 
much  as  he  was  capable  of  loving  any  thing  but  him- 
self; and  when,  in  several  arguments,  He  had  the 
mortification  to  find  that  she  was  not  to  be  prc\'ailed 
on  to  afford  her  assistance,  he,  without  complaint, 
quietly  set  himself  to  do  the  best  he  could  by  his  own 
unassisted  judgment  or  opinion  with  regard  to  the 
necessary  preparations. 

This  was  not,  at  present,  so  easy  a  task  as  might 
be  supposed;  for  Mowbray  was  ambitious  of  that) 
character  of /on  and  elcsance.  which  masculine  fanil- 
ties  alone  are  seldom  capable  of  attaining  on  such  I 
momentous  occasions.  The  more  s^)lid  materials  of 
a  collation  were  indeed  to  be  obtained  for  money  from 
the  next  market-town,  and  wtre  purcha.«e<l  ac-conl- 
ingly ;  but  he  felt  it  was  likely  to  present  the  vulgar 
plenty  of  a  farmer^s  feast,  instead  of  the  elegant  en- 
tertnmment,  which  might  be  nnnounrt^  in  a  comer 
of  the  county  paper,  as  given  bv  John  Mowbrny,  F'sq. 
of  St.  Ronan  s,  to  the  ctv  n  id  fashionoblf  company 
assembled  at  that  celebrated  Pi>ring.  There  was 
likely  to  be  all  ports  of  error  and  irrt*aularity  in  dish- 
inf?,  and  in  sending  up ;  for  Shaws-Castle  btjastetl 
neither  an  accomplished  hou!»f  keeper,  nor  a  kitchen- 
maid  with  a  hundred  pair  of  hands  to  execute  hor 
mandates.  All  the  domestic  arrangements  were  on 
the  minutest  system  of  economy  cons- stent  with  ordi- 
nary decency,  except  in  the  stables,  which  were  excel- 
lent and  well  kept.  But  can  a  grof^m  of  the  stables 
peiform  the  laboura  of  a  ghMiin  of  the  chamhere?  or 
can  the  gamckeer>f;r  arranin*  in  tempting  order  the 
carcasses  of  the  birds  he  has  shot,  strew  them  with 
flowers,  and  garnish  them  with  piquant  saucf^  ?  It 
would  be  as  reasonable  to  expec'.  a  gallant  soldier  to 
act  as  undertaker,  and  conduct  the  funeral  of  the 
enemy  he  has  slain. 

Jn  a  word,  Mowbrajr  talked,  and  consulted,  and 
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advised,  and  squabbled,  with  the  deaf  cook,  and  i 
little  old  man  whom  he  called  the  butler,  until  he  a 
length  Derceived  so  little  chance  of  bringing  order  oa 
of  confusion,  or  making  the  least  advantageous  im 
pression  on  such  obdurate  imderstandinga  as  he  hat 
Co  deal  with,  that  he  fairly  committed  the  whole  mat 
ter  of  the  collation,  with  two  or  three  hearty  curses 
to  the  charge  of  ine  officials  principalfv  concerned 
and  proceeded  to  take  the  state  of  tnc  lumiinre  anc 
apartments  under  his  consideration. 

Here  he  found  himitelf  almost  equaRy  helpless;  fo; 
what  male  i%it  is  adequate  to  the  thousand  little  co 
qiictries  practised  in  such  arrangements?  how  cat 
masculine  eyes  judge  of  the  di^ree  €^  tUmi-jom 
which  is  to  be  aamitted  into  a  decorated  apartment 
or  discriminate  where  the  broad  light  should  be  suf 
fered  to  fall  on  a  tolerable  picture,  where  it  shoukl  bi 
excluded,  lest  the  stiff  daub  of  a  periwigged  grand- 
sire  shoukl  become  too  rigidly  prominent?  And  h 
men  are  unfit  for  weaving  such  a  fairy  web  oi 
Ught  and  darkness  as,  may  best  suit  fiimiture,  or- 
naments, and  complexions,  how  shall  they  be  ade* 
quate  to  the  yet  more  mysterions  office  of  arranging, 
while  tney  iiioi;rr«nge,  the  various  moveables  in  the 
apartment?  so  that  ^rhile  all  has  the  air  of  ni^i- 
gence  and  chance,  the  seh.**  are  placed  as  if  they  had 
been  transported  by  a  wish  to  the  spot  most  suitable 
for  accommodation;  stiffpess  and. confusion  are  at 
once  avoided,  the  company  are  neither  hmited  to  _a 
formal  circle  of  chairs,  nor  eimosed  to  break  their 
noses  over  wandering  stools ;  but  the  arrangements 
seem  to  correspond  to  what  ought  to  be  the  tone  of 
the  conversation,  eas}*,  without  being  confiisrcL  and 
regulated,  without  being  constrained  or  stiflened. 

Then  how  can  a  clumsy  male  wit  attempt  the  ar- 
rangement of  all  the  chijoneric,  by  which  old  snuff- 
boxes, hf  ads  of  canes,  pomander  boxea^  lamer  bead*, 
and  all  the  trash  n?ually  found  in  the  pigeon-holes  of 
the  bureaus  of  old-fa.shioned  ladies,  may  be  now 
brought  into  play,  by  throwing  them,  carelessly 
grouped  with  oihf  r  unconsidered  trifles,  such  as  are 
to  be  seen  in  the  windows  of  a  pawnbroker's  shofj, 
upon  a  marble  encornvre,  or  a  mosaic  work-tablf, 
tnprf'by  turning  to  advantage  the  trash  and  trinketry. 
which  all  the  old  maids  or  magpies,  who  have  inha- 
bited the  mansion  for  a  century,  have  contrived  to 
accumulate.  With  what  admiraUon  of  the  ingenuity 
of  the  fiir  artist  have  1  sometimes  pried  into  these 
iniscellaneoiis  gn>up8of  pmudo-bijoutcrie^  and  setn 
the  great  grsnnsir*'  s  thumb-ring  etntchant  with  the 
coral  and  bells  of  the  first-born— and  the  boatswain  s 
whistle  of  some  old  naval  uncle,  or  his  silver  tobacco- 
box,  redolent  of  Onwnoko,  happily  grouped  with  the 
mother's  ivory  comb-case,  still  odorous  of  inii^k,  and 
with  some  virgin  aunt's  tortoise-shell  spectacle-case, 
and  the  eagle  s  tnlon  of  ebony,  with  which,  in  the 
days  of  lon^r  and  stiff  stays,  our  jjfrandmothera  were 
wont  to  alleviate  anv  little  irritation  in  their  back  or 
shoulders !  Then  there  was  the  silver  stroimr.  on 
which,  in  more  economical  times  than  ours,  the  lady 
of  the  house  placed  the  tea-leaves,  after  the  very  laM 
drop  had  been  exhausted,  that  they  might  aflrrwardf 
be  hospitably  divided  among  the  company,  to  l>e  eaten 
with  sugar,  and  with  bread  and  butter.  Blessing? 
upon  a  fashion  which  has  re.vued  from  the  claws  oi 
abiirails,  and  the  m«  Iting-pot  of  the  silversmith,  iho&m 
neclected  nmelin,  for  the  benefit  of  antiquaries  ami 
the  decoration  of  side-tables!  But  who  shall  pre- 
sume to  place  them  there,  unless  under  the  drrcrtioii 
of  female  taste?  and  of  that  Mr.  Mowbray,  thoo^h 
possessed  of  a  larsc  stock  of  such  treasures,  was  lur 
the  orest^nt  entirely  tleprivcd.  . 

This  digression  upon  his  difficulties  is  alread)'  Uto 
long,  or  I  might  mention  the  Laird's  inexnrrience  ui 
the  art  of  making  the  worse  appear  the  belter  gar- 
nishment, of  hiding  a  darned  carpet  with  a  new  tknir- 
cloth,  and  flinging  an  Indian  shawl  over  a  fadrd  and 
threadbare  sofa.  But  J  have  said  enough,  and  mon- 
than  enough,  to  explain  his  dilemma  to  an  uiiassist«i 
bachelor,  who,  without  mother,  sister,  w  cousin,  with- 
out skilful  housekeeper,  or  experienced  clerk  of  the 
kitchen,  or  valet  of  parts  and  figure,  adventures  to 
give  an  entertainment,  and  aspires  to  make  it  degsm 
and  comme  il  /avi. 
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Hie  sense  of  his  insafllciency  wm  the  more  vex- 
moos  to  Mowbraf.  as  he  was  aware  he  would  find 
■harp  critics  in  the  ladle?,  and  particularly  in  hiscon- 
nant  nTal,  Lady  Penelope  Penfeather.  He  was, 
Aerefore,  incessant  in  his  exertions;  and  for  two 
whole  days  ordered  and  disordered^  demanded,  com- 
manded, countermanded,  and  repnmanded,  without 
euse  or  ce&satbn.  The  companion,  for  he  could  not 
termed  an  assistant,  of  his  labours,  was  his  trusty 
a^t^  who  trotted  from  room  to  room  after  him, 
attordiru;  him  exactly  the  same  dosjee  of  sympathy 
which  a  dog  doth  to  his  master  when  distressed  in 
Blind,  by  looking  in  his  face  from  time  to  time  with  a 

Citeous  cazc,  as  if  to  assure  him  that  he  panakes  of 
\h  trouble,  though  he  neither  comprehends  the  cause 
or  the  extent  of  it,  nor  has  in  the  slightest  degree  the 
power  to  remove  it. 

At  length  when  Mowbray  had  got  some  matters 
arranged  to  his  mind,  and  abandoned  a  great  many 
which  he  would  willingly  have  put  in  better  order,  he 
Mt  down  to  dinner  upon  the  Wednesday  preceding  the 
anxiinted  day,  with  his  worthy  aid-de-camp,  Mr. 
Meiklewham :  and  after  bestowing  a  few  muttered 
corses  upon  the  whole  concern,  and  the  fantastic  old 
maid  who  had  brought  him  into  the  scrape,  by  begging 
n  invitation,  dfxrlared  that  all  things  might  now  go 
to  the  devil  their  own  way,  for  so  sure  as  his  namo 
was  John  Mowbray,  he  would  trouble  himself  no 
sore  about  them. 

Keeping  this  doughty  resolution^  he  sat  down  to 
dinner  with  his  counsel  learned  in  the  law;  and 
veedily  they  despatched  the  dish  of  chops  which  was 
•et  before  them,  and  the  better  part  or  the  bottle  of 
old  port,  which  served  for  its  menstruum. 

"We  are  well  enough  now,"  said  Mowbray,  "though 
we  have  had  none  oftheird— d  kickshaws/' 

"  A  wamefou'  is  a  wamefou',"  said  the  writer,  swab- 
tag  his  greasy  chops,  **  whether  it  be  of  the  barley- 
meal  or  the  bran." 

"A  cart-horse  thinks  so,"  said  Mowbrav:  **but  we 
most  do  as  others  do.  and  gentlemen  anf  ladies  are 
cf  a  different  opinion." 

"Thewaur  for  themselves  and  the  country  baitb. 
Sl  Rnnan's— iVs  the  iinketing  and  the  jirbling  wi* 
tea  and  wi'  trumpery  that  brings  our  nobles  to  ninc- 
pmc&^and^iDony  a  het  ha'-housc  to  a  hired  lodging  in 

The  voung  gentleman  paused  for  a  few  mimites— 
nlled  a  Dumper,  and  pushed  thr  bottle  to  the  senior— 
then  said  abruptly,  "Do  you  believe  in  luck,  Mick  7" 
"In  luck?"  answered  'the  attorney ;  "what  do  you 
ttean  by  the  question  7" 

"Why,  because  I  believe  in  luck  myself— in  a  good 
<«'bad  run  of  luck  at  cards." 

"You  wad  have  mair  luck  the  day,  if  you  had  never 
touched  them,"  replied  his  confidant 
^  "  That  is  not  the  question  now,"  said  Mowbray ; 
but  what  I  wonder  at  is  the  wretched  chance  that 
Qas  attended  us  miserable  Lnirds  of  St.  Ronan*s  for 
tiore  tnan  a  hundred  years,  that  we  have  always  been 
Ketu'ng  worse  in  the  world,  and  never  better.  Never 
has  there  been  such  a  backsliding  generation,  as  the 
Itarson  would  say— half  the  country  once  belonged  to 
^y  ancestors,  and  now  the  last  furrows  of  it  seem  to 
cie  flying" 

"Fleeing !"  said  the  writer.  "  they  are  barking  and 
fleeing  baith.— This  Shaws-Castlehere,  I'se  warrant 
it  flee  up  the  chimney  after  th«<  rest,  were  it  not  wcel 
fastened  down  wi'h  your  jrrnndfathcr's  tailzie." 

"Damn  the  tailzie!"  said  Mowbray;  "if  they  had 
nnnt  to  keep  up  their  estate,  thoy  should  have  en- 
tailed it  when  it  was  worth  keeping:  to  tie  a  man  down 
lojuch  an  insignificant  thing  as  St.  Ronan's,  is  like 
whenng  a  horse  on  six  roods  cf  a  Highland  moor." 
Ye  have  broke  weel  in  on  I  he  mailing  by  your  feus 
wwn  at  the  Well,"  said  Meiklewham,  "  and  raxed 
«wer  the  tether  maybe  a  wee  bit  farther  than  ye  had 
OUT  right  to  do." 

,  .It  was  by  your  advice,  wos  it  notT*  said  the 
Uiid. 

"Tac  ne*er  dony  it,  St.  Ronan's,"  answered  tho 
^ler;  "-but  I  nm  such  a  gudc-natiircd  guse,  that  I 
jB^iet  about  pleasing  you  as  an  aulJ  wife  pleases  a 
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**  Ay,"  said  the  man  of  pleasure, "  when  she  reaches 
it  a  knife  to  cut  its  own  fingers  with.— These  acres 
would  have  been  safe  enough,  if  it  had  not  been  for 
your  d— d  advice." 

"  And  yet  you  were  grumbling  e'en  now,"  said  the 
man  of  business,  "  that  you  have  not  the  power  to  gar 
the  whole  estate  f!ee  like  a  wild-duck  across  a  bog? 
Troth,  you  need  care  Utile  about  it^  for  if  you  have 
incurred  an  irritancy — and  sae  thinks  Mr.  Wisebehind, 
the  ffdyx>cate,  upon  ai>  A.  B.  memorial  that  I  laid  be- 
fore him — ^your  sister,  or  your  sister  s  goodman,  if 
she  should  take  the  fancy  to  marry,  might  bring  a  dt^- 
clarator,  and  evict  St  Ronan's  frae  ye  in  the  course 
of  twff  or  three  sessions." 

"  My  sister  will  never  marry,"  said  John  Mowbray 

"That's  easily  said,"  replied  the  writer;  "but  a* 
broken  a  ship's  come  to  land.  If  ony  body  kend  o'  the 
chance  she  has  o'  the  estate,  there's  mony  a  weel- 
doing  man  wpuld  think  little  of  the'  bee  in  her 
bonnet" 

"Hark ye,  Mr.  Meikk^harn."  said  the  Laird,  "I 
will  be  obliged  to  you  if  you  will  speak  of  Miss  Mow- 
bray wTth  the  respect  due  to  her  father's  daughter,  and 
my  ."lister." 

^'  Nae  offence,  St.  Ronan's,  nae  offence,"  answered 
the  man  of  law:  "but  ilka  man  maun  speak  sae  as 
to  be  understood,— that  is,  when  he  speaks  about  bu- 
siness. Ye  ken  yoursell,  that  Miss  Clara  is  no  just 
like  other  folk ;  anid  were  1  you— it's  my  duty  to  speak 
plain— I  wad  e'en  gie  in  a  bit  scroll  of  a  petition  to 
the  Lords,  to  be  appointed  Curator  Bonis,  in  respect 
of  her  incspacity  to  manage  her  own  afiaire." 

"Meiklewham,"  said  Mowbray,  "you  are  a" 

and  then  stopped  short. 

"What  am  I,  Mr.  Mowbray?"  said  Meiklewham. 
somewhat  sternly—"  What  am  I  ?  I  wad  be  glad  to 
ken  what  I  am." 

"  A  very  good  lawyer,  I  dare  ssy,"  replied  St  Ro- 
nan's, who  was  too  much  in  the  power  of  his  agent 
to  give  way  to  his  first  impulse.  "But  I  must  tvll 
you,  that  rather  than  take  such  a  measure  against 
poor  Clara,  as  yon  recommend,  I  would  give  her  up  the 
e^ttate,  and  become  an  ostler  or  a  postilion  for  tho  rest 
of  my  life." 

"Ah.  St  Ronan's,"  said  the  man  of  law,  "if  you 
had  wished  to  keep  up  the  auld  house,  you  should 
have  taken  another  trade-i  than  to  become  an  ostler 
or  n  postilion.  What  ailed  you.  mon,  but  to  have 
been  a  lawyer  as  weel  as  other  folk  ?  My  auld  Mais- 
tcr  had  a  wee  bit  Latin  abont,  rerum  dominot  gtn- 
Ummte  iofotam,  whilk  signiiicd,  he  saki,  that  all 
lairds  should  be  lawyere." 

"  All  lawyers  are  likely  to  become  lairds,  I  think," 
replied  Mowbray ;  "  they  purehase  our  acres  by  the 
thousand,  and  pay  us,  according  to  ttie  oki  story,  with 
a  multipIepoindinpL  as  your  learned  friends  call  it, 
Mr.  Meiklewham. 

"  Wcel— and  mightna  you  have  pvrchaaed  as  weel 
as  other  folk  ?" 

"  Not  I,"  replied  the  Laird ;  "1  have  no  tuni  for  that 
pcr\'icc,  I  should  only  have  wasted  bombazine  on  my 
Mhouldcrs.  and  flour  upon  my  three-tailed  wig— should 
but  have  lounged  away  my  mornings  in  the  Outer- 
Hou!<o,  and  my  evenings  at  the  play-house,  and  ac- 
quired no  more  law  than  what  would  have  made  mo 
a  wise  justice  at  a  Small  debt  Court" 

"If  you  gained  little,  you  would  have  lost  as  little," 
said  Aieiklewham ;  "  and  alboit  ye  were  nae  great  gun 
at  the  bar.  ye  mii^ht  aye  have  gotten  a  Shenndom,  or 
a  Commissaryshfp,  amang  the  lave,  to  keep  the  banes 
green ;  and  sae  ye  might  nave  saved  your  estate  from 
deteriorating,  if  ye  dinna  mend  it  mucklc." 

"Yes,  but  I  could  not  have  had  the  chance  of 
doubling  it  ns  I  might  have  done/*  answered  Mow- 
bray, "had  that  inconstant  jode,  Fortune,  but  siooil 
a  moment  faithful  to  me.  I  tell  vou,  Mick,  that  I  have 
been,  within  this  twelvemonth,  worth  a  hundred 
thousand— worth  fifty  thousand— worth  nothing,  bur 
the  remnant  of  this  wrotrhcd  estate,  which  is  too 
little  to  do  on"  good  while  it  is  mine,  though,  were  it 
sold,  I  could  start  again,  and  mend  my  hand  a 
little." 

"  Ay,  ay,  fust  fling  the  helve  after  the  hatchot,"  said 
hit  legal  adviser-"  thai'a  a*  you  chink  oL     WVax 
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■gnifies  winning  a  hundred  thousand  pounds,  if  you 
win  them  to  los^  them  a'  anin  7" 

"  What  aij^nifiea  it  ?**  replied  Mowbray.  *;  TVTiy,  it 
mgnifies  as  much  to  a  man  of  ppirit,  as  having  won 
a  oattle  ffignifiea  to  a  f^eral— no  matter  that  he  ia 
beaten  afterwards  in  bis  turn,  he  knows  there  is  luck 
for  him  as  well  as  others,  anil  so  he  has  spirit  to  irv 
it  again.  Here  is  the  young  Earl  of  Ethringtpn  will 
be  amongst  us  in  a  day  or  two— they  say  he  is  up  to 
every  thing— if  ]  had  but  five  hundred  to  begin  with, 
I  should  be  soon  up  to  him." 

"  Mr.  Mowbray,  said  Meiklewbam,  "  I  am  sorry 
for  ye.  I  have  liecn  your  house's  man-of-business— i 
may  say,  in  some  measure,  your  house's  servant— and 
now  I  am  to  see  an  end  of  it  all,  and  just  by  the  lad 
that  I  thought  maist  likely  to  set  it  up  again  better 
than  ever;  for,  to  do  ye  justice,  you  have  aye  had 
an  ee  to  your  am  interest,  sae  far  as  your  lights  gaed. 
It  brings  tears  into  my  auld  et^n.*^ 

"Never  weep  for  the  matter,  Midi,"  answered 
Mowbray ;  "  some  of  it  will  stick,  my  old  boy,  in  your 
pockets,  if  not  in  mine— your  service  will  not  be  alto- 
aether  frratuitous,  my  old  friend— the  labourer  is  wor- 
thy of  his  hire." 

Weell  wot  is  he,"  said  the  writer;  "but  double 
fees  would  hardjy  carry  folk  through  some  wark.  But 
if  ye  will  have  siller, -ye  maun  have  siller— but,  I  war- 
rant, it  goes  just  where  the  rest  gaed." 

**  No,  by  twenty  devils !"  exclaimed  Mowbray,  "  to 
fail  tliis  time  is  impossible— Jack  Wolverine  was  too 
strong  for  Ethrington  at  any  thing  he  could  name; 
and  1  can  beat  Wolverine  from  the  Land's-End  to 
Johnnie  Ch-oat's— but  there  must  be  something  to  go 
upon— the  blunt  must  be  had.  Mick." 

"  Very  likely— nae  doubt— that  is  always  provided  it 
can  be  had,"  answered  the  legal  adviser. 

"That's  your  business,  my  old  cock,"  said  Mowbray. 
"Tliis  youngster  will  be  here  perhaps  to-morrow, 
with  money  m  both  pockets— he  takes  up  his  rents 
ai  he  comes  down,  Mick— think  of  that,  my  old 
friend." 

"  Weel  for  them  that  have  rents  to  uke  up,"  said 
Meiklewbam  ;  "  ours  are  lying  rather,  ower  low  to  be 
lifted  at  present.—But  are  you  sure  this  Earl  is  a  man 
to  mell  with?— are  you  sure  ve  can  win  of  him,  and 
that  if  you  do,  he  can  pay  his  losings,  Mr.  Mowbray  7 
—because  I  have  kend  mony  ane  come  for  wool,  and 
gang  hame  shorn ;  and  though  ye  are  a  clever  young 
gentleman,  and  I  am  bound  to  suppose  ye  ken  as 
much  about  life  as  most  folk,  and  all  that;  yet  some 
gate  or  other  ye  have  aye  come  off  at  the  losing  hand, 
as  ye  have  ower  much  reason  to  ken  this  day— how- 

belt*' 

"O,  the  devil  uke  your  gossip,  my  dear  Mick  1  If 
you  can  give  no  help,  spare  drowning  me  with  your 
pother.— Why,  man,  I  was  a  fresh  hand— had  my  ap- 
prentice-fees to  pav— and  these  are  no  trifles,  Mick.— 
Bat  what  of  that?— I  am  free  of  the  company  now, 
and  can  trade  on  my  own  bottom." 

"Awed,  a  weel,  I  wish  it  may  be  sae,"  said  Meikle- 
wham. 

"It  will  be  so,  and  it  shall  be  so,  my  trusty  friend," 
replied  Mowbray,  cheerily.  "  so  you  will  but  help  me 
to  the  stock  to  trade  with.*' 

'*  The  stock  7— what  d'ye  ca'  the  stock  ?  I  ken  nae 
stock  that  ye  have  left." 

"But  you  have  plenty,  my  old  boy— Com^  sell  out 
a  few  of  your  three  per  cents;  I  will  pay  dinerence— 
interest— exch  an  g^-^ery  thing.'/ 

"  Ay,  ay— every  thing  or  naetning,"  answered  Mei- 
kiewham ;  "  but  as  you  are  sae  very  pressing^  I  hae 
been  thinking— Whan  is  the  siller  wanted  7" 

"This  instant— this  day— to-morrow  at  farthest  f 
ezdaimcd  the  prorK>sed  borrower. 

"Wh— ew!"  whistled  the  lawyer,  with  a  long  pro- 
longation of  the  note ;  "  the  thing  is  impossible?' 

"If  must  be,  Mick,  for  all  that,"  answered  Mr. 
Mowbray,  who  knew  by  experience  that  impqsnblet 
when  uttered  bv  his  accommodating  friend  in  this 
tone,  meant  only,  when  interpreted,  extremely  diffi- 
coltjjind  very  expensive. 

"Then  it  mus*.  be  by  Miss  Clara  selling  her  stock. 
now  that  ye  speak  of  stock,"  said  Meikkwham ;  "1 
wonder  ye  dkuM  think  of  thv  before.* 


"I  wish  yon  had  been  dumb  rather  than  that  you 
had  mentioned  it  now,"  said  Mowbray,  starting,  as  ii 
stung  by  an  adder— "What,  Clara's  pittance !—Lhc 
trifle  my  aunt  left  her  for  her  own  fanciful  expenses— 
her  own  little  private  store,  that  she  puts  to  no  manv 
good  purposes— Poor  Clara,  that  has  so  little !— And 
why  not  rather  your  own.  Master  Meiklewbam,  who 
call  yourself  the  friend  and  servant  uf  our  family?" 
.  "Ay,  Sl  Ronan's,"  answered  Meiklewbam,  ^'that 
IS  a'  very  true— but  service  is  nae  inheritance;  and  at 
for  friendship,  it  begins  at  home,  as  wise  folk  have 
said  lang  before  our  time.  And  for  that  matter,  I 
ihink  they  that  are  nearest  sib  should  take  maist  risk. 
You  arc  nearer  and  dearer  to  your  sister,  St  Ronan's, 
than  you  arc  to  poor  Saunders  Meiklewbam,  that 
hasna  sae  niuckle  gcnde  blood  as  would  supper  up  a 
hungry  flea." 

"I  will  not  do  this,"  said  St.  Ronan's,  walking  up 
and  down  with  much  acitation ;  for,  selfish  as  he  was, 
he  loved  his  sister,  and  loved  her  the  more  on  accoun 
of  those  peculiarities  which  rendered  his  protection 
indispensable  to  her  comfortable  existence—"  I  will 
not.*' he  said,  "pillage  her,  come  oo't  what  will.  I 
will  rather  go  a  volunteer  to  the  continent,  and  die 
like  a  gentleman." 

He  continued  to  pace  the  room  in  a  moody  silence, 
which  began  to  disturb  his  companion,  who  had  not 
been  hitherto  accustomed  to  see  his  patron  take 
matters  so  deeply.  At  length  he  mnde  an  attempt  to 
attract  the  attention  o(  the  silent  and  sullen  ponderer. 
"  Mr.  Mowbray"- no  answer—"  I  was  saying,  St. 
Ronan's"- still  no  reply.    "I  have  been  thinking 

about  this  matter— ana' 

"And  irAa/,  air?"  said  Sl  Ronan's, stopping  short, 
and  speaking  in  a  stem  tone  of  voice. 

"  And,  to  speak  troth.  I  see  little  feasibility  in  the 
matter  ony  way;  for  ii  ye  had  the  siller  m  your 
pocket  to-day,  it  woukl  be  a'  in  th3  Eari  of  Ethermg- 
ton's  the  morn." 
•  "  Pshaw  !  you  are  a  fool,"  answered  Mowbray. 

"  That  is  not  unlikely,"  sakl  Meiklewbam :  "  but  so 
is  Sir  Bingo  Binks,  and  yet  he's  had  the  better  of  you, 
Su  Ronan  s,  this  twa  or  three  times." 

"It  is  false!— he  baa  not,"  answered  St  Ronan's, 
fiercely. 

Weel  I  wot,"  resumed  Meiklewbam,  "  be  took  3rou 
in  about  the  saumon  fish,  and  some  other  wager  ye 
lost  to  him  this  very  day.' 

"I  tell  you  once  more,  Meiklewbam,  you  are  a  fool, 
and  no  more  up  to  my  trim  than  you  are  to  the  longi- 
tude—Bingo is  got  shy- 1  must  give  him  a  little  line, 
that  is  all— then  I  shall  strike  him  to  purpose— I  am 
as  sure  of  him  as  I  am  of  the  othei^I  know  the  fly 
they  will  both  rise  to— this  cursed  want  of  five  hun- 
dred will  do  me  out  often  thousand!" 

"If  you  are  so  cenain  of  being  the  bangster-so 
very  certain.  I  mean,  of  sweeping  stakes,— what  harm 
will  Miss  Clara  come  to  by  your  naving  the  use  of  her 
siller?  You  can  make  it  up  to  her  for  the  risk  ten 
times  told." 

"  And  so  I  can,  by  Heaven  T'  said  St  Ronan's. 
"Mick  you  are  right,  and  I  am  a  scropuloua,  chicken- 
hearted  fool.    Clara  shall  have  a  thousand  for  her 

poor  five  hundrwi— she  shall,  by .    And  I  will 

carry  her  to  Edinburgh  for  a  season,  or  perhaps  to 
London,  and  we  will  have  the  best  advice  f^  her 
case,  and  the  best  company  to  divert  her.  And  if  they 
think  her  a  little  odd— why,  d— me,  I  am  her  brother, 
and  will  bear  her  through  it.  Yea— yes— you're 
right ;  there  can  be  no  hurt  in  borrowing  five  hun- 
dred of  her  for  a  few  daya,  when  such  profit  may  be 
made  on't,  both  for  her  and  me— Here,  fill  the 
glasses,  my  old  boy,  and  drink  success  to  it,  for  you 
are  right." 

"  Here  is  success  to  it,  with  all  my  heart,'*  l 

Meiklewbam,  heartily  glad  to  see  his  patron's  i 
guine  remper  arrive  at  tnis  desirable  conclusion,  and 
yet  willing  to  hedge  in  his  own  credit;  **but  it  is  you 
are  right,  and  not  me,  for  I  advise  nothing  except  on 
your  assurances,  that  you  can  make  your  oin  of  this 
English  earl,  and  of  this  Sir  Bingo— and  if  you  can 
but  do  that,  I  am  sure  it  would  be  unwise  aiid  unkind 
in  ony  ane  of  your  friends  to  stand  in  your  light" 
""nue^  Mick,  true,*'  aniweied  Mowbray.— "And 
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yet  dice  and  carda  are  but  bonefi  and  pasteboard,  and 
the  best  horse  ever  started  may  slip  a  shoulder  beibre 
be  fat  to  the  winning-post— and  so  I  wish  Clara'a 
reoture  had  not  been  in  such  a  bottom.— But,  hanji 
ii,  care  killed  a  cat— I  can  hedge  as  well  as  any  one,  if 
the  odds  turn  up  against  me— so  let  us  have  the  cash, 
Kick.'* 

**  Aha !  but  there  go  two  words  to  that  bargain— 
the  stock  stands  in  my  name,  and  Tam  Turnpenny 
the  banker's,  as  trustees  for  Miss  Clara— Now,  get 
yon  her  letter  to  us,  desiring  us  to  sell  out  and  to  pay 

Su  the  proceeds,  and  Tam  Turnpenny  will  let  you 
ve  five  hundred  pounds  inatanttr,  on  the  faith  of 
the  transaction ;  for  I  fancy  you  woukl  desire  a'  the 
slock  to  be  sold  out,  and  it  will  produce  more  than  six 
hundred,  or  seven  hundred  pounds  either— and  I 
reckon  vou  will  be  selling  out  the  whole— it's  need- 
less making  twa  bites  of  a  cherry." 

**  True^"  answered  Mowbray ;  "  since  we  must  be 
resiles,  or  something  like  it,  let  us  make  it  worth  our 
While  at  least;  so  give  me  a  form  of  the  letter,  and 
Clara  shall  copy  it— that  is,  if  she  consents:  for  you 
know  she  can  keep  her  own  opinion  as  well  as  any 
other  woman  in  the  world.*' 

'*And  that,"  said  Meiklewham,  "is  as  the  wind 
will  keep  its  way,  preach  to  it  as  ye  like.  But  if  I 
mi^t  advise  about  Miss  Clara— I  wad  say  naething 
nair  than  that  I  was  stressed  for  the  penny  money ; 
for  I  mistake  her  muckle  if  she  would  like  to  skc  you 
ganging  to  pitch  and  toss  wi'  this  lord  and  titticr 
ban»et  for  her  aunt's  three  per  cents— I  ken  she  has 
mpe  queer  notions— she  gives  away  the  feck  of  the 
dividends  on  that  very  stock  in  downright  charity." 
/*  And  I  am  in  hazard  to  rob  the  poor  as  well  as  my 
aster  r*  said  Mowbray,  filling  once  more  his  own 
glass  and  his  friend's.  "Come,  Mick,  no  skylights- 
lure  is  Clara's  health— she  is  an  an^l— and  I  am— 
what  I  will  not  call  myself^  and  sufier  no  other  man 
to  call  me.— But  I  shall  win  this  time- 1  am  sure  I 
ihall,  nnce  Clara's  fortune  depends  upon  it." 

'*Now.  I  think,  on  the  other  hand,"  said  Meikle- 
wham, that  if  any  thing  should  chance  wrong,  (and 
Heaven  kens  that  the  best-laid  schemes  will  gang 
njeot)  it  will  lie  a  great  comfort  to  think  that  the  ulu- 
nate  losers  will  only  be  the  poor  folk,  that  have  the 
pariah  between  them  and  absolute  starvation— if  your 
■itsr  spent  her  ain  siller,  it  would  be  a  very  diflferent 

,*'Hush,  Mick— for  (Sod's  sake,  hush,  mine  honest 
ftiend,"  said  Mowbray ;  "  it  is  quite  true ;  thou  art  a 
rare  counsellor  in  time  of  need,  and  hast  as  happy  a 

rith  his 


'  of  reconciling  a  man's  conscience  wii 

ies,  as  might  set  up  a  score  of  casuists;  but 

beware,  mjr  most  zcafous  counsellor  and  confessor, 
bow  you  drive  the  nail  too  far— I  promise  you  some  of 
the  cnafRng  you  are  at  just  now  rather  abates  my 
nhick.— Wdl— give  me  your  scroll— I  will  to  Clara 
with  it—though  I  would  rather  meet  the  best  shot  in 
Britain,  with  ten  paces  of  green  sod  betwixt  us."  So 
fl^jing,  he  left  the  apartment. 


CHAPTER  XI. 

FRATBEKAL  LOVE. 

of  Mood  thoHld  still  be  next  in  love  ; 

And  whM  I  aon  tiieea  happf  children  pltyinf , 
While  William  fAthern  floweni  for  Ellen's  rinflete. 
And  Ellen  drcMMw  flies  Tor  William's  ancle, 
1  eesree  ean  think,  Uwt  in  adnmcinc  lire, 
ColdneH,  wikindness,  interest,  or  suspiciim. 
Will  o'sr  divido  that  unitir  so  sacred, 
Vhich  oatare  bound  at  btrti  .-Ancnfmm. 

Whkm  Mowbray  had  left  his  dangerous  adviser,  in 
wdcr  lo  steer  the  course  which  his  agent  had  indicated, 
witiKMit  offering  to  recommend  it,  he  went  to  the 
&nle  parkMtf  which  his  sister  was  wont  to  term  her 
jwn,  and  in  which  she  spent  great  part  of  her  time. 
(t  was  fitted  up  with  a  sort  of  fanciful  neatness;  and 
m  its  perfect  arrangement  and  good  order,  formed  a 
9iipng  contrast  to  the  other  apartments  of  the  old 
and  ncelecled  mansion-house.  A  number  of  little 
articles  lay  on  the  work-table,  indicating  the  elegant, 
■kI,  at  cha  nme  time,  the  unsettled  tu^n  of  the  itiha- 
iitant*a  miod.    Then  won  anflniahad  dimwingib 


blotted  mue^c;  needle-^^ork  of  various  kinds,  and 
many  oth^r  Uitle  female  tasks;  all  undertaken  with- 
wal,  and  so  far  prosecuted  with  art  and  elegance, 
but  nil  flung  aside  before  any  one  of  them  was  com- 
pluriHl. 

Clara  berscIT  aat  upon  a  little  low  couch  by  the 
window,  reading,  or  at  least  turning  over  the  leaves 
tif  a  hook,  in  whioh  she  seemed  to  read.  But  instantly 
BEarhnK  u[j  wIk'ii  she  saw  her  brother,  she  ran  to- 
wards him  nith  the  most  cordial  cheerfulness. 

/'Welcome,  wi^tcome,  my  dear  John;  this  is  very 
kind  of  you  to  cjme  to  visit  your  recluse  sister.  I 
have  been  trvin^  to  nail  my  eyes  and  my  undersia::''- 
m^  10  a  fitufsul  book  here,  Because  they  say  too  much 
I  bought  is  not  i^uite  good  for  me.  But,  either  the 
mans  duUit^a,  or  my  want  of  the  power  of  attending 
makes  my  evea  pass  over  the  page,  just  as  one  seema 
Lo  read  in  a  drf^utri,  without  being  able  to  comprehend 
one  word  of  the  matter.  You  shall  talk  to  me,  and 
[hj<i  wilt  do  hen&r.  What  can  I  give  you  to  show 
[hut  yuu  are  welcome  7  I  am  afraid  tea  is  all  I  have 
to  omr,  and  t bat  vou  set  too  little  store  by." 

"  I  shall  be  f^lad  of  a  cup  at  present,"  said  Mowbray, 
"  for  I  wiah  to  t^jM-ak  with  you." 

"Then  Jessy  «hall  make  it  ready  instantly,"  said 
Misji  Mowbray,  rjiiging,  and  giving  orders  to  her  wait- 
in  ii-mn  id— "but  you  must  not  be  ungrateful,  John, 
nnd  plagii(5  [Mf  with  any  of  the  ceremonial  for  your 
fPtc— ■  suflicienL  f^r  the  day  is  the  evil  thereof.'  I  will 
attend,  nnd  plnv  in  v  part  as  prettily  as  you  can  desire; 
t>ut  to  think  of  it  beforehand,  would  make  both  my 
head  and  my  hcfiri  ache ;  ana  so  I  beg  you  will  spare 
me  on  the  aubjwt." 

"  Why,  you  vtild  kitten,"  said  Mowbray^  "you  turn 
every  day  more  shy  of  human  communication— we 
ah  ail  have  yuu  take  the  woods  one  day,  and  become 
an  savage  a  a  the  Princess  Caraboo.  But  I  will 
plaguf^  you  about  nothing  if  I  can  help  it.  If  matters 
Ko  not  smooth  on  the  great  day,  they  must  e'en  blame 
the  dull  thick  head  that  had  no  fair  lady  to  help  him 
in  his  need.  Biiu  Clara,  I  had  something  more  ma> 
terial  to  miy  to  you— something  indeed  of  the  laat 
imporlnnce. 

'^  What  is  in''  said  Clara,  in  a  tone  of  voice  ap- 
proach ing  (o  a.  scream— "In  the  name  of  God,  what 
la  it  ?    You  know  not  how  you  terrify  me  I" 

"  !Vny  you  stmt  at  a  shadow,  Clara,"  answered  her 
broth tr.  *'  It  is  mt  such  uncommon  matter  neither— 
g4K)d  faitli,  it  ia  the  most  common  distress  in  the 
world,  m  (ar  ai?  I  know  the  world— I  am  soreljr 
pificbed  for  money.'* 

*'  la  tliat  all  r^  n:plied  Clara,  in  a  tone  which  seemed 
to  her  brother  a»  much  to  underrate  the  difficulQr. 
when  it  was  explained,  as  her  fean  had  exaggerated 
It  More  she  heard  its  nature. 

''  la  ihuL  all  ?  Indeed  it  is  alL  and  comprehends  a 
RTeat  desl  of  vt^i^ntion.  I  shall  be  hard  run  unless  I 
can  gel  a  certain  sum  of  money— end  I  must  e'en  ask 
you  [/  you  CAti  hAjp  me?" 

"  Hdp  youl"  replied  Clara; /'Yea,  with  all  my 
heart— but  you  know  m^  purse  is  a  light  one — more 
than  half  of  my  last  dividend  is  in  it,  however,  and  I 
am  fiorr\  John,  I  shall  be  happy  if  I  can  serve  you— 
ejipt'cially  as  that  Mrili  al  least  show  that  your  wants 
are  but  pmaU  ones." 

'' Ala.%  Cbra,  if  you  would  help  ne,"  said  her  bro- 
ther, hall  repentant  of  his  purpose,  "  you  must  draw 
dto  neck  of  the  gLK)se  which  lays  the  golden  eggs— 
you  mufli  lend  me  the  whole  stock." 

"  And  «hy  nnt,  John,"  said  the  simple-hearted  girL 
''  if  it  will  do  vou  a  kindness*}  Are  you  not  my  natural 
gUEirdion  7  Are  you  not  a  kind  oncl  And  is  not  mr 
Httiti  fortime  entirely  at  your  disposal  1  You  wdl,  I 
Am  wr^  do  all  for  the  best." 

''I  ftar  I  may  not,"  said  Mowbray,  starting  from 
ber,  Jind  morvi  cj  1 9  tressed  bv  her  sudden  and  un8ti» 
pieioua  complin  nee,  than  no  would  have  been  bf 
diifirultica,  or  r^nionstrancc.  In  the  latter  case,  ha 
would  bnve  utitled  the  pangs  of  conscience  amid  tha 
mHm^uvres  iA'hin'h  he  must  have  rcsorti-d  to  for  ob- 
tnming  h^-r  ncquicscenct^;  as  mattera  stiiod:  inerewaa 
all  (lie  diJfi^mnce  that  there  is  between  slaupthtennc 
a  tsme  and  unri^^sting  animal,  and  punumg  wifl 
until  Lb«  aaimaooa  oC  tM  ^(QRMBi&Kii%  vui^ 
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tions  overromos  the  intemot  ivhtc  of  his  own  cruelty. 
Thi*  Kuiiie  klfii  oci'iirri^l  to  Mowbray  himsiolf. 

"  By  (j— "  he  said,  "thie  is  like  shootintj  the  bird 
Biting.— Clam,"  he  added,  "  I  fv.ar  this  money  will 
•curre  he  employed  as  you  would  wish." 

^'Kiiiploy  It  as  you  yourscU*  uleanc,  my  dearest 
brother,  she  repliixi,  "and  I  will  believe  it  is  all  for 
thel)est." 

"  Sny,  I  am  doinff  for  the  best,"  he  replied ;  "  at 
least,  I  am  doinu  what  must  be  done,  for  I  nee  no 
other  way  through  it— so  all  you  have  to  do  is  to  copy 
this  pnpir,  and  Bid  adieu  to  bank  dividends— for  a  lit- 
tle ^  !iu<:  At  least.  I  trust  soon  to  double  this  little 
matter  for  you,  if  Fortune  will  but  stand  my  friend." 

"Do  not  trust  to  Fortune,  John  "  said  Clara,  smil- 
inpr.  though  with  an  expression  of  deep  melancholy. 
"Alas!  siie  has  never  been  a  friend  to  our  family— 
not  at  IcaHt  for  many  a  day." 

"She  favuurs  the  hold,  sav  my  old  pummatical 
exercises,"  auHwered  her  brother;  "and  I  must  Inst 
her,  were  she  as  rhangeable  ns  a  weathercock.— And 
yet— if  hhft  should  jilt  me  I— What  will  you  do— what 
will  you  say,  Clara,  if  I  am  unahl(%  contrary  to  my 
hope,  tru*',  an:  expectation,  to  repay  you  this  money 
withm  a  snort  time?" 

"Do?"  replied  Clara:  *!  must  do  without  it,  you 
know ;  and  for  sayin;i(,  I  will  not  say  a  word." 

"True."  replied  Mowbray,  "butyour  little  expenses 
—your  charities— your  halt  aixl  bhud— your  round  of 
paupers  ?" 

"Well,  I  can  manage  all  that  too.  Look  you  here, 
John,  how  many  hair-worked  trifles  there  are.  The 
needle  or  the  |>encil  is  the  resource  of  all  distressed 
heroines,  you  know;  and  I  promise  you,  though  I 
have  been  a  little  idle  and  unsettled  of  late,  yet.  when 
I  do  set  about  it,  no  Emmelino  or  Ethelinde  or  them 


all  ever  sent  such  loads  of  trumpery  to  market  as  I 

Viif  ■    -  • 

purchase,  ant!  will  raffle,  ancTdo  all  sort  of  thin'ss  to 


shall,  or  made  such  wealth  as  I  will  do.    I  dare  say 
Lady  Penelope,  and  all  the  centrv  at  the  Well,  will 


encourage  thp  pensive  performer.  I  will  send  them 
such  lots  of  landscapes,  with  sap-green  trees,  and 
mazarecn-bhio  rivers,  and  portraits  that  will  terrify 
the  originals  themselves— and  handkerchiefs  and  tur- 
bans, with  ne(>dle-work  scallopped  exactly  like  the 
walks  on  the  Belvidere— Why,  I  shall  become  a  little 
fortune  in  the  first  season." 

"No,  CInnL"  said  John,  gravely,  for  a  virtuous 
resolution  had  gained  the  upperhnnd  in  his  bosom, 
while  his  sister  ran  on  in  this  manner.— "Wc  will  do 
something  l>etter  than  all  this.  If  this  kind  help  of 
yours  does  not  fetch  me  throu/;h,  I  am  determined  I 
will  cut  the  whole  concern.  It  is  but  standing  a  laugh 
or  two,  and  hearing  a  gay  fellow  sav,  D— me,  Jack, 
arc  you  turned  cU»dhopper  at  last  ?— inaf  is  the  worst. 
Dogs,  horw^H,  and  all,  shall  go  to  the  hammer;  wo  will 
keep  nothing  but  your  pony^  and  I  will  trust  to  a  pair 
of  excellent  legs.  There  is  cnougli  left  of  the  old 
acres  to  keep  us  in  the  way  you  like  best,  and  that  I 
*)rill  learn  to  WVfi.  I  will  work  in  the  garden,  and 
work  in  the  forest,  mark  my  own  trees,  and  cut  them 
myself,  keep  my  own  accounts,  and  send  Saunders 
Heiklewham  to  the  devil." 

"That  l.'ist  is  the  best  resolution  of  all,  John,"  said 
Clara ;  "  and  if  such  a  day  should  come  round,  I  should 
be  the  happiest  of  living  cn'atiires— I  should  not  have 
■  grief  left  in  the  world— if  I  had,  you  should  never 
see  or  hear  of  it— it  should  lie  here,"  she  naid,  pres.<ing 
h^  hand  on  her  bopom,  "buried  as  deep  ns  a  funereal 
urn  in  a  culd  sepulchre.  Oh !  could  we  not  he^nn  such 
A  life  to-morrow  7  If  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that 
this  trifle  of  uioney  should  be  got  rid  of  first,  throw 
it  into  the  river,  and  think  you  have  lost  it  amongst 
gambkrs  and  horse-jockeys." 

Clara's  eyes,  which  slie  londly  fixed  on  hrr  brother's 
face,  flowed  throush  the  u*ars  w.hich  her  emhuMiasm 
called  into  them,  while  «)!ic  thus  aridn^pi  d  him.  Mow- 
bray, on  his  ])art^  kept  his  looks  fixnd  on  ihn  ground, 
with  n  tlii^^h  on  his  check,  titnt  e.Tprc3.%d  at  ont;e  false 
pride  uud  Tsrtt\  shame. 

At  len^nh  lin  lof)kfd  up:— "My  denr  giH,"  he  said, 
"how  roolit?hly  yoii  talk,  am!  bow  foolishly  I,  that  have 
•w»?nfy  lliiiij?>«  to  do,  stnnd  hern  |i•"Ienin^  to  you  I  All 
n-iJJ  5 J  smooth  on  wiy  plan— if  it  ehouid  not  we  have 


yours  in  reserve,  and  I  swear  to  you  I  will  •dopi  it 
The  trifle  which  thisletterof  yours  enables  me  to  com- 
mand, may  have  hick  in  it,  and  we  must  not  throw  op 
the  cards  while  we  have  a  chance  of  the  game.— Were 
I  to  cut  from  this  moment,  these  few  hnndreds  would 
make  us  little  belter  or  little  worse— so  you  nee  we 
have  two  strings  to  our  bow.  Luck  is  sunietimcs 
against  me.  that  is  true— but  upon  true  principle,  and 
playing  on  the  square,  I  can  manage  the  best  of  tnem, 
or  my  name  is  not  Mowbray.  Adieu,  my  dearest 
Clara."  So  saying,  he  kissed  tier  cheek  with  a  more 
than  usual  di*pee  of  affection. 

Ere  he  could  raise  hiniM'lf  from  his  stooping  poe- 
tu^^  she  threw  her  arm  kindly  over  his  neck,  and 
said  with  a  tone  of  the  deepest  interest,  "My  dearest 
lm>th(;r.  your  slightest  wish  has  been,  and  cvm  shall 
he,  a  law  to  me— Oh !  if  you  would  but  grant  me  one 
n-Qurst  in  rtiurn !" 

'*What  is  if.  you  silly  girl?"  said  Mowbray,  gently 
disengaging  himself  from  her  hold.— "  What  is  it  yon 
can  have  to  nsk  that  ne«'ds  such  a  solemn  preface?— 
Remember.  I  hate  prefaces ;  and  when  I  nappen  to 
open  a  l)ooK,  always  skip  them." 

"  Without  preface,  then,  my  dearest  brother,  will 
you,  for  my  sake,  avoid  those  quarrels  in  which  the 
people  yonder  are  elenially  engaged  ?  1  never  go  down 
there  but  I  hear  of  some  new  brawl ;  and  I  never  lay 
my  head  down  to  sleep,  but  I  dream  that  yon  are  the 
victim  of  it.    Even  last  night" 

"  Nay,  f  :lara,  if  you  begin  to  tell  your  d^eam^  we 
shall  never  hove  done.  Sleeping,  to  be  sure,  is  the 
most  serious  employment  of  your  life— for  as  to  eating, 
you  hardly  match  a  sparrow  ;  but  I  entreat  you  to 
sleep  without  dreaming,  or  to  keep  your  visions  to 
yourself.— Why  do  you  keep  such  fast  hold  of  me?— 
what  on  earth  can  you  be  afraid  of '?— Surely  you  do 
not  think  the  blocknead  Binks,  or  any  other  of  the 

food  folks  below  yonder,  dared  to  turn  on  me?  Egad, 
wish  they  would  pluck  up  a  little  mettle,  that  I  might 
have  an  excuse  for  drilling  them.  Gad,  1  wouM  soon 
teach  them  to  follow  at  heel." 

"No,  J(»hn,"  replie-d  his  sister;  "it  is  not  of  soch 
men  as  these  that  I  have  any  fear— and  ycL  rt>wards 
are  sometimes  driven  to  desperation,  and  become 
more  dangerous  than  better  men— but  it  is  not  such 
as  these  .that  I  fear.  But  there  are  men  in  the  workl 
whose  qualiti*»s  are  bevond  their  seeming— whose 
spirit  and  courage  lie  hidden,  like  metals  in  ihe  mine, 
under  an  unmarked  or  a  plain  exterior.— Vou  may 
meet  with  such— you  are  rash  and  headlong,  and  apt 
to  exercise  your  wit  without  always  weighing  cson- 
sequences,  and  thus" 

'^  On  my  word,  Clara,"  answer^  Mowbray,  "yoa 
arc  in  a  most  sermonizing  humour  this  morning  I  the 
parson  himself  could  not  have  been  more  logical  or 

Erofbund.  You  have  only  Co  divkle  your  discourse  into 
eads,  and  garnish  it  with  conclusions  for  use,  and 
conclusions  for  doctrine,  and  it  might  he  preached 
before  a  whole  presbytery,  with  every  chance  of  in- 
struction and  edification.  But  I  am  a  man  of  thft 
world,  my  httle  Clara ;  and  though  I  wish  to  go  in 
death's  way  as  little  as  i>ot>sible,  I  must  not  fear  the 
raw-liead  and  bloody-bones  neither.— And  who  the 
devil  is  to  put  the  question  to  me?- 1  must  know  that, 
Clara,  for  you  have  some  especial  person  in  your  eye 
vfhtiTi  you  Did  me  take  care  of  quarreUing." 

Clara  could  not  become  paler  than  was  her  usual 
complexion  i  but  her  voice  faltered  as  she  eagerly 
assuri^l  her  nmthcr,  that  she  had  no  particular  person 
in  her  thoughts. 

"Clara,"  said  her  brother,  do  you  remember,  when 
there  woa  a  report  of  a  lK)gie*  in  the  upper  orchard* 
when  wc  were  both  children?— Do  you  remonilH-r 
how  you  were  perpetually  telling  me  to  take  cire  of 
the  bogle,  and  keep  away  from  its  haunts?— And  c*** 
you  reincniber  my  going  on  purpose  to  detect  tl.tf 
bo^ile.  fiiulini;  the  cow-boy,  with  a  shirt  about  him, 
busiea  in  pulling  pears,  and  treating  him  to  a  hand 
some  drubbing  7— I  am  the  same  Jack  Mowbray  sfill, 
as  ready  tofu<*e  danger,  and  unmask  imposition ;  anfl 
your  feirs,  Clara,  mvIU  only  uiukti  me  watch  mors 
riof  v'v,  till  I  find  out  the  real  object  of  them.  If  you 
warn  meof  qiuirn-lling  with  some  one,  it  mutt  be  ue- 
*  Bosle-iD  Eoiiiilii  Goblui. 
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eaine  jroa  know  some  one  who  ia  not  unlikely. to 
quarrel  with  me^  Yoa  are  a  flighty  and  fanciful  fnri, 
out  you  have  aeiise  enough  not  to  trouble  either  your- 
self or  me  on  a  point  of  honour,  aave  when  there  la 
some  good  reason  for  it." 

Clara  once  more  protested,  and  it  was  with  the 
deepest  anxiety  to  beoelieved,  that  what  she  had  said 
arose  only  out  of  the  general  consequences  which  she 
apprehended  from  the  line  of  conduct  her  brother  had 
adopted,  and  which,  in  her  apprehension,  was  so  likely 
10  engage  htm  in  the  broils  that  divided  the  good 
eompany  at  the  Spring.  Mowbray  listened  to  her  ex- 
planation with  an  air  of  doubt,  or  rather  incredulity, 
sipped  a  cup  of  tea  which  had  for  some  time  been 
placed  before  him,  and  at  length  replied,  "  Well,  Clara, 
whether  I  am  right  or  wrong  in  my  guess,  it  would  be 
eniel  to  torment  you  any  more,  remembering  what 
vou  have  just  done  for  me.  But  do  justice  to  your 
brother,  and  believe,  that  when  you  have  any  thing  to 
ask  of  nim,  an  explicit  dechiration  of  yOur  wishes  will 
answer  your  purpose  much  belter  than  any  ingenious 
oblique  attempts  to  influence  me.  Give  up  all  thoughts 
of  such,  my  dear  Clara— you  are  but  a  poor  manoeu- 
vrer,  but  were  you  the  very  Machiavei  of  your  sex, 
you  should  not  turn  the  flank  of  John  Mowbray." 

Ho  left  the  room  as  he  spoke,  and  did  not  return, 
though  his  sister  twice  called  upon  him.  It  is  true 
that  she  uttered  the  word  brother  so  faintly,  that  per- 
haps the  sound  did  not  reach  his  ears.—"  He  is  gone," 
she  said,  **  and  I  have  had  no  power  to  speak  out !  I 
am  like  the  wretched  creatures,  who,  it  is  said,  lie 
inder  a  potent  c-harnu  that  prevents  them  alike  from 
■bedding  tears  and  from  confessing  their  crimes- 
res,  there  is  a  spell  on  this  unhappy  heart,  and  either 
thu  must  be  dissolved,  or  this  must  break." 


CHAPTER  XIL 

THE  CHALLBKQS. 

A  4lfHt  fwte  I  Yturt  tlMMt  me,  for  Um  delivery  of  which  rov 
OMtflt  exeuM  m«.  it  it  an  oiBoe  whielt  fHendnhip  calls  upon  n« 
10  d«,  and  no  war  oflfeniive  to  you,  aa  I  daaire  nothinf  but 
hffat  oo  both  tidm.--King  and  no  King. 

The  intelligent  reader  may  recollect,  that  Tyrrel 
departed  from  the  Fox  Hotel  on  terms  not  altogether 
so  friendly  towards  the  company  as  those  under 
which  he  entered  it.  Indeed,  it  occurred  to  him,  that 
he  might  probably  have  heard  something  farther  on 
the  subject,  though,  amidst  matters  or  deeper  and 
more  anxious  consideration,  the  idea  onlyr  passed 
hastily  through  his  mind ;  and  two  days  having  gone 
over  without  anv  message  from  Sir  Bingo  Binks,  the 
whole  aflinir  glided  entirelv  out  of  his  memory. 

The  truth  was,  that  although  never  old  woman 
took  more  trouble  to  collect  and  blow  up  with  her 
bellows  the  embers  of  her  decayed  fire,  than  Captain 
MaeTurk  kindly  underwent  for  the  purpose  of  puff- 
ing into  n  flame  the  dying  sparkles  of  the  Baronet's 
courage;  yet  two  days  were  spent  in  fruitless  con- 
ferenct»«  before  he  could  attain  the  desired  point.  He 
found  Sir  Bingo  on  these  different  occasions  in  all 
sorts  of  diflerent  moods  of  mind,  and  disposed  to 
view  the  thing  in  all  shades  of  light,  except  what  the 
Captain  thought  was  the  true  one. — He  was  in  a 
drunken  humour— in  a  sullen  humour— in  a  thought- 
less and  vilipending  humour— in  every  humour  but  a 
flighting  one.  And  when  Captain  MacTurk  talked 
of  the  reputation  of  the  company  at  the  Well,  Sir 
Bingo  pretended  to  take  ofTenccL  said  the  company 
mis!ht  go  to  the  devil,  and  hinted  that  he  "did  them 
sufficient  honour  by  gracing  them  with  his  counte- 
nance, but  did  not  mean  to  constitute  them  any 
judges  of  his  aflfairs.  The  fellow  was  a  raff,  and  he 
would  have  nothing  to  do  with  him.*' 

Captain  MacTurk  would  wiilingly  have  taken 
measures  agnin«t  the  Baronet  himself,  as  in  a  state  of 
contumacy,  but  was  opposed  by  Winterblossom  and 
other  naemlKTs  of  the  committee,  who  considered  Sir 
Bingo  as  too  important  and  illustrious  a  member  of 
their  society  to  be  rashly  expelled  from  a  place  not 
honourfvi  by  the  residence  of  many  persons  of  rank ; 
and  finall/  insisted  that  nothing  should  be  done  in  the 
■utter  wiihout  ihe  advice  of  Howhny,  whose  pro- 


mirations  for  his  solemn  festival  on  the  following 
Thursday  had  so  much  occupied  him,  that  he  had  iu>t 
lately  appeared  at  the  Well. 

In  the  mean  while  the  gallant  Captain  seemed  to 
experience  as  much  distress  of  mind,  rs  if  some  stain 
had  lain  on  his  own  most  unblemished  of  reputations. 
He  went  up  und  down  upon  the  points  of  his  toes. 
rising  up  on  his  instep  witti  a  jerk  which  at  once  ex- 
pressed vexation  and  defiance— He  carried  his  now 
turned  up  in  the  air,  like  that  of  a  pig  when  he  snufls 
the  approaching  storm— He  spoke  m  monosyllables 
when  he  spoke  at  all ;  and— what  perhaps  illustrated 
in  the  strongest  manner  the  depth  of  his  feelings— he 
refused,  in  face  of  the  whoL  company,  to  pledge 
Sir  Bingo  in  a  glass  of  the  Baronet's  peculiar  cognise 

At  length,  the  whole  Well  was  alarmed  by  the  re- 
port brought  by  a  smart  outrider^  that  the  young  Earl 
of  Etherington,  reported  to  be  rising  on  the  horizon 
of  fashion  as  a  star  of  the  first  magnitude,  intend^l  to 
pass  an  hour,  or  a  day,  or  a  week,  as  it  might  happen, 
(for  his  lordship  could  not  be  supposed  to  know  his 
own  mind.)  at  St.  Ronan^s  Well. 

This  suddenly  put  all  in  motion.  Almanacks  were 
opened  to  ascertain  his  lordship's  age,  inquiries  were 
made  concerning  the  extent  of  nis  fortune,  his  habits 
were  quoted,  his  tastes  were  guessed  at ;  and  all  that 
the  ingenuity  of  the  Managing  Committee  could  de- 
vise was  resorted  to,  in  order  to  recommend  their 
Spa  to  this  favourite  of  fortune.  An  express  was  des- 
patched to  Shaws-Castle  with  the  agreeable'  intelli- 
gence, which  fired  the  train  of  hope  that  led  to  Mow- 
bray's appropriation  of  his  sisters  capital.  He  did 
not,  however,  think  proper  to  obey  the  summons  to 
the  Spring;  for,  not  being  oware  in  what  light  the 
Eari  might  regard  the  worthies  there  assembled,  he 
did  not  desire  to  be  found  by  his  lordship  m  any  strict 
connexion  with  them. 

Sir  Bin^o  Binks  was  in  a  different  situation.  The 
bravery  with  which  he  had  endured  the  censure  of 
the  place  b^on  to  give  M'ay,  when  he  considered  that 
a  person  of  such  distinction  as  that  which  public 
opinion  attached  to  Lord  Etherington,  should  find 
him  bodily  indeed  at  St  Ronan's,  but,  so  far  as  so- 
ciety was  concerned,  on  the  road  towards  the  ancient 
city  of  Coventry;  and  his  banishment  thither,  in- 
curred, by  that  most  unpardonable  offence  in  modem 
morality,  a  solecism  in  the  code  of  honour.  Though 
sluggish  and  inert  when  called  to  action,  the  Baronet 
was  oy  no  means  an  absolute  coward ;  or,  if  so,  he 
was  of  that  class  which  fights  when  reduced  to  ex- 
tremity. He  manfully  sent  for  Captain  MacTurk, 
who  waited  upon  him  with  a  grave  solemnity  of  as- 
pr«'t,  which  instantly  was  exchanged  for  a  radiant 
joy,  when  Sir  Bingo,  in  a  few  words,  empowered  him 
to  carry  a  message  to  that  d— d  stroUmg  artist,  by 
whom  he  had  been  insulted  three  days  since. 

"By  Cot,"  said  the Cnpiain,  "my exceedingly  gooi 
and  excellent  friend,  and  I  am  happy  to  do  such  a  fa- 
vour for  you !  And  it's  well  you  have  thought  of  it 
yourself;  because,  if  it  had  not  been  for  some  of  our 
very  guot  and  excellent  friends,  that  would  be  putting 
their  spoon  into  other  folk's  dish,  I  should  have  been 
asking  you  a  civil  question  mysi>lf,  how  you  came  to 
dine  with  us,  with  all  that  mud  and  mire  which  Mr. 
T>Trers  grasp  has  left  upon  the  collar  of  your  coat— 
you  understand  me.— But  it  is  much  better  as  it  is, 
and  I  will  go  to  the  man  with  all  the  speed  of  light; 
and  though,  to  be  sure,  it  should  have  been  sooner 
thoii{(ht  of,  yet  let  mc  alone  to  make  an  excuse  for 
that,  just  in  my  own  civil  way— l)etter  late  thrive  than 
never  do  well,  you  know,  Sir  Bingo;  and  if  you  have 
made  him  wait  a  little  while  for  his  morning,  you 
must  give  him  the  better  measure,  my  daHing." 

So  saying,  he  awaited  no  reply,  lest  perad venture 
the  commit'Sion  with  which  he  was  so  hastily  and 
unexpectedly  charged,  should  have  been  clogged  with 
some  condition  of  compromise,  fio  such  proposal, 
however,  was  made  on  the  part  of  the  doughty  Sir 
Bingo,  who  eyed  his  friend  as  he  hastily  snatched  up 
his  rattan  to  depart,  with  a  dogged  look  of  obstinacy 
expressive,  to  use  his  own  phrase,  of  a  determinra 
r^isolution  to  come  up  to  the  scratch ;  and  wlien  hr 
heard  the  Captain's  parting  footsteps,  and  saw  tha 
door  shut  behind  him,  he  valiantly  whistled  a  feir 
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ban  of  Jenny  Satton,  in  token  he  cared  not  a  farthing 
how  the  matter  was  to  end. 

With  a  swifter  pace  than  hia  hnlf-pay  leisure  uini- 
ally  encouraged,  or  thnn  hia  habiiuni  dij^iity  per- 
mitted, Captnin  MacTurk  clonivd  the  grourid  be- 
twixt the  Spring  and  its  gny  vicinity,  and  the  ruins  of 
the  Aulioun,  where  rei;^ed  nur  friend  Meg  Dods,  the 
sole  asserter  of  its  aniiont  dignities.  To  the  door  of 
the  Oleikum  Inn  the  Captain  addressed  himself;  as 
one  too  much  accustomed  to  war  to  fear  a  rough 
leception ;  ahhough  at  the  very  first  aspect  of  Meg, 
who  presented  her  person  at  the  half  opened  door^his 
military  experience  taught  him  that  his  entrance  into 
the  place  would,  in  all  probability,  be  disputed. 

"Is  Mr.  Tyrrel  at  home 7"  was  the  question ;  and 
the  answer  was  conveyed,  by  the  coimter-intcrro- 
gation.    "  Wha  may  ye  he  that  speers?'^ 

As  the  most  polite  reply  to  this  question^  and  an 
indul/^ence,  at  the  same  time,  of  his  own  taciturn  dip- 

SDsition,  the  Captain  presented  to  Luckie  Dods  the 
flh  part  of  nn  ordinary  playing  card,  much  grimed 
with  snuff,  which  bore  on  its  nlank  side  his  name 
and  quality.  Rut  Luckie  Dods  rejected  the  informa- 
tion thus  tendered,  with  contemptuous  scorn. 

"Nane  of  your  neil's  playr-books  for  me,"  said  she; 
"it's  nn  ill  world  since  sic  prick-my-dainty doings 
came  in  fashion— It^s  a  poor  tongue  that  canna  tell 
its  ain  name,  and  I'll  hae  nane  of  your  scaru  upon 
pastcbonrd." 

"  I  am  Captain  MacTurk,  of  the regiment," 

said  the  Captain,  disdaining  further  answer. 

"MacTurk?"  repealed  Mag,  with  an  emphasis, 
which  induced  the  owner  of  the  name  to  reply,  "  Yrs, 
honest  woman— MacTurk— Hector  MacTurk— have 
you  any  objections  to  my  name,  good  wife?" 

"Nae  objections  have  I,"  answered  Meg;  "it's 
e'en  an  excellent  name  for  n  heathen.— But,  Captain 
MacTurk,  since  sac  it  be  that  ve  are  a  captain,  ye 
may  e'en  face  about  and  marcli  your  ways  hame 
•gain,  to  the  tunc  of  Dumbarton  drums ;  for  ye  are 

Knging  to  have  nae  speech  of  Maister  Tirl,  or  ony 
iorerof  mine." 

"And  wherefore  not?"  demanded  the  veteran; 
**  and  n  this  of  your  ov,'n  foolish  head,  honest  woman, 
or  has  your  lodger  left  such  orders?" 

"  Maybe  he  nns  and  maybe  no,"  answered  Meg, 
Bturdily;  "and  I  ken  nne  mnir  right  that  ye  suld  ca' 
me  honest  woman,  than  I  have  to  ca'  you  honest 
man,  whilk  is  as  far  frae  my  tlioughts  as  it  wad  be 
from  heaven's  tnith." 

"  The  woman  is  delecrit !"  saW  Captain  MacTurk : 
•*but  coom,  coom — a  gentleman  is  not  to  le  misused 
in  this  way  when  he  comes  on  a  gentleman's  busi- 
ness ;  so  make  you  a  bit  room  on  thedoor-stane,  that 
I  may  pass  by  you,  or  T  will  make  room  for  myself, 
by  Cot !  to  your  small  pleasure." 

And  so  saying  he  assumed  the  air  of  a  man  who 
was  about  to  make  good  his  nassage.  But  Meg, 
without  deigning  farther  reply,  flourished  around  her 
head  the  hearth-broom,  which  she  had  been  employ- 
ing to  its  more  legitimate  punH)se,  when  disturbed  m 
her  housewifery  by  Captain  MacTurk. 

"  1  ken  vour  errand  weel  eneugh,  Captain— and  I 
ken  voursell.  Ye  are  ane  of  the  folk  that  gang  about 
yonder  setting  folk  by  the  lugs,  as  callan'ts  si>t  their 
collies  to  fight.  But  vc  shall  come  to  nae  lodger  o' 
mine,  let  a-be  Maister  Tirl,  wi'  ony  sic  ungodly  errand ; 
for  I  am  ane  that  will  keep  God's  peace  and  theKing'a 
within  my  dwelling." 

_  So  saymg.  and  in  explicit  token  of  her  peaceable 
mtentions,  she  again  flourished  her  broom. 

The  veteran  instinctively  threw  himself  under  Saint 
George  s  guard,  and  drew  two  paces  back,  exclaim- 
ma  ^'Thatthewomanwos  either  mad,  or  as  drunk  as 
whinky  could  make  her;"  an  alternative  which  afford- 
ed Meg  so  little  satisfaction,  that  she  fairly  rushed  on 
her  retiring  adversary,  and  began  to  use  her  weapon 
to  fell  purpose. 

"Me  drunk,  ye  scandalous  blackguard !"  (a blow 
with  the  broom  interposed  as  parenthesis,)  "me,  that 
•   am  fasting  from  all  but  sin  and  bohca  l"  (another 
whack.) 

The  Captain,  swearing,  exdaimine,  and  parrying, 
eaughi  the  blows  as  they  fell,  showing  much  dez* 


Tenty  in  nngle-sfick.  Ilie  people  began  to  gather: 
find  now  long  hia  gallanny  might  have  maintained 
irselfauatnaf  the  spirit  of  self-defenct;  and  revenge, 
must  bi^  Ufi  uncertain,  for  the  arrival  of  Tjrrrel,  re- 
Turnf  d  j>r>ni  a  short  walk,  put  a  period  to  the  conteat 

M6»p  who  had  a  great  respect  for  her  iniest,  bt'gan 
ID  fetl  afihaiiied  of  tier  own  violence,  and  slunk  into 
the  house;  observing,  however,  that  she  trewed  she 
had  madr  her  hearth-broom  and  the  auld  heathen's 
pow  rifEhr  weol  acquainted.  The  tranquillity  which 
eniiuf-d  upen  her  departure,  gave  Tyrrel  an  opportunity 
io  nf^k  the'  f.'aptain^  whom  he  at  length  recoffniaed, 
ih^  mvanii]^  of  this  singular  aflray,  and  whetner  the 
vifiii  was  intended  for  him;  to  which  the  veteran 
replied  vfry  discomposedly,  that  "he  should  have 
known  that  long  enough  ago,  if  he  had  had  decent 
people  to  open  his  door,  and  answer  a  civil  question, 
uisirad  of  a  ilyting  madwoman,  who  was  worse  than 
an  eagle/'  he  said,  "or  a  mastiff-bitch,  or  a  she-bear, 
or  any  otht^r  female  beast  in  the  cn>arion." 

Half  suppeciing  his  errand,  and  desirous  to  avoid 
unneccsAnry  notoriety,  Tyrrel,  as  he  showed  the  Cap- 
tam  to  the  parlour,  which  he  called  his  own,  entreated 
bim  to  exc.nse  the  rudeness  of  his  landlady,  and  to 
pa  pie  frnm  The  topic  to  that  which  had  procured  him 
the  honmir  of  this  visit. 

"And  you  are  right,  my  good  Master  T>Trel,"  said 
the  CapMiM,  rnjlling  down  (he  sleeves  of  his  coat, 
adjiisring  his  handkerchief  and  breast- ruflfle,  and  en- 
ckuvoynng  to  recover  the  composure  of  manner  be- 
[lotnirs^  hifi  mission,  but  still  adverting  indignantly  to 
the  usag^  be  had  received—"  By  Cot !  if  she  had  but 
Hrcn  n  man,  if  it  were  the  Kinp  himself— However, 
Mr.  TyTTGl>  I  am  come  on  a  civil  errand— and  very 
civilly  ]  have  been  treated— the  auld  bitch  should  bo 
pel  in  the  stocks,  and  be  tanmed  !— My  friend.  Sir 
Hingo— By  Cot !  I  shall  never  forget  that  woman's 
insf>lfnce^f  there  be  a  constable  or  a  cat-o'-nine-taila 
witbin  ten  miles" 

"  I  perceive,  Captam,"  said  Tyrrel,  "  that  you  ara 
too  much  Hiitturbed  at  this  moment  to  enter  upon  the 
huKitic^  vhliich  has  brought  you  here— if  you  will  step 
mm  my  b^room,  and  make  use  of  some  cold  water 
and  a  towel,  it  will  give  you  the  time  to  compose 
yourwlf  a  little." 

"  ]  shall  do  no  such  thing,  Mr.  Tyrrel,"  answered 
the  r»pT8i0i  snappishly;  "I  do  not  want  to  be  com- 
posed at  fit],  and  1  do  not  want  to  stay  in  this  house 
a  minute  longer  than  to  do  my  errand  to  you  on  my 
friend^B  behalf— And  as  for  this  tamned  woman 
Dodp" — - 

"  You  will  in  that  case  forgive  my  interrupting  you 
Captain  MairTiirk,  asl  presume  your  errand  to  me 
can  huve  nn  reference  to  this  strange  quarrel  with  m^f 
lorjdlady,  with  which  I  have  nothing  to" 

"And  if  I  thought  that  it  had,  sir,"  said  the  Cap- 
tain, interrupting  Tyrrel  in  his  turn,  "you  should  havo 
fiivi^n  rne  pfltisfaction  before  you  vas  a  quarter  of  a' 
lour  okir— Oh,  I  would  give  five  pounds  to  the  pretty 
fiAlnvt  thjit  would  say.  Captain  MacTurk,  the  woman 
did  right !" 

"  I  ct  TTsinly  will  not  be  that  person  you  wish  for. 
Captain  "  rtplicd  Tyrrel,  "hecauM>  I  really  do  not 
know  wno  was  in  the  right  or  wrong;  but  J  am  cer- 
tainly siorry  rhat  you  should  have  met  with  ill  usage, 
whf!n  your  purpose  was  to  visit  me." 

"Wfll,  Pir.  if  you  are  concerned,"  said  the  man  ot 
pencpn  ppiripishly,  "so  am  I,  and  there  is  an  end  of  it 
—And  touching  my  errand  to  you— you  cannot  have 
forgotten  that  you  treated  my  fheiid,  Sir  Bingo  Binka, 
with  singijlar  incivility?" 

"  I  recollect  nothing  of  the  kind,  Captain,"  replied* 
Tyrrel,  "  I  remember  that  the  gentk  man,  so  called, 
took  pome  uncivil  hbcrtiea  in  laying  foolish  bets  con- 
coming  mc  and  that  I  treated  him,  from  respect  to 
thereat  of  the  company,  and  the  ladies  in  pariicular. 
with  a  ^rr^'at  degree  of  moderation  and  forbearance.' 

"And  Vrtu  must  have  very  fine  ideas  of  forbear- 
nnce>"  replied  the  Captain,  "when  you  took  my  good 
fneod  by  the  collar  of  the  coat,  and  lifted  him  out  of 
vnuT  wey  as  if  he  had  been  a  puppy  dog !  My  good 
Mr.  Tvrrel.  I  can  assure  you  he  does  not  think  that 
you  have  forborne  him  at  all,  and  he  has  no  purpose 
to  forbear  you:  and  I  must  either  carry  back  a  auifi- 
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dent  apolof^r,  or  you  must  meet  in  a  quiet  wajr,  with 
a  good  friend  on  ench  side.— And  tbis  waft  the  errarnd 
I  came  on,  when  thia  tamned  woman,  with  the 
hearth-broom,  who  is  an  enemy  to  all  quiet  and 
peaceable  proceed  injra"— — 

"We  will  forget  Mrs.  Dods  for  the  present,  if  you 
please,  Captain  MacTurk,"  said  Tyrrel— "and,  to 
speak  to  the  present  subject  you  will  permit  me  to  say, 
tnat  I  think  this  summons  comes  a  little  of  the  latest. 
You  know  best  as  a  military  man,  but  I  have  always 
understood  that  such  difTerences  are  usually  settled 
immedtatelf  after  they  occur— not  that  I  intend  to 
baulk  Sir  Binso's  inclmations  upon  the  score  of  de- 
lay, or  any  other  account." 

^  I  dare  say  you  will  not— I  dare  say  you  will  not, 
Mr. Tyrrel,"  answered  the  Captain—*!  am  free  to 
think  that  you  know  better  what  belongs  to  a  guntle- 
maa.— Ana  as  to  time— look  you,  my  good  sir,  there 
aredifferent  sorts  of  people  in  this  world,  as  there  are 
diflerent  sorts  of  fire-arms.  There. are  your  hair- 
thsered  rifles,  that  go  off  just  at  the  right  moment, 
andin  the  twinkling  of  an  eye,  and  that,  Mr.  Tyrrel, 
is  your  true  man  of  honour ;— and  there  is  a  sort  of 
wnon  that  takes  a  thing  up  too  soon,  and  sometimes 
neks  out  of  it,  like  your  rubbishy  Birmingham  pieces, 
tktl  will  at  one  time^o  off  at  half-cock,  and  at  ano- 
ther time  burn  priming  without  going  off  at  all  ;— 
then  again  there  arc  pieces  thathangfire— orl  should 
niber  say,  that  arc  like  the  matchlocks  which  the 
Hack  fellows  use  in  the  East  Indies— there  must  be 
nme  blowing  of  the  match,  and  so  forth,  which  occa- 
iiooB  delay,  but  thepieoe  carries  true  enough  after  all." 

"And  your  friend  Sir  Bingo's  valour  is  of  this  last 
lind.  Captain— I  presume  that  is  the  inference.  I 
ehould  have  thought  it  more  like  a  boy's  cannon, 
which  is  fired  by  means  of  a  train,  and  is  but  a  pop- 
gun after  all." 

*  I  cannot  allow  of  such  comparisons,  sir,"  said  the 
Captain ;  **  you  will  understand  that  I  come  here  as 
Sir  Bingo's  friend,  and  a  reflection  on  him  will  be  an 
affront  to  me." 

"I disclaim  all  intended  offence  to  you.  Captain— I 
have  no  wish  to  extend  the  number  of  my  adveraa- 
Hes,  or  to  add  to  them  the  name  of  a  gallant  officer 
like  yourself^"  replied  Tyrrel. 

"  I  ou  are  too  obliging,  sir,"  said  the  Captain,  draw- 
ing himself  up  with  dignity.  "  By  Cot !  and  that  was 
Raid  Very  handsomely !— Well,  sir,  and  shall  I  not 
have  the  pleasure  of  carrying  back  any  explanation 
from  you  to  Sir  Bingo 7— I  assure  you  it  would  give 
me  pleasure  to  make  this  matter  handsomely  up. 

•^To  Sir  Bingo,  Captain  MacTurk,  I  have  no  apo- 
loiin?  to  ofTer— I  think  I  treated  him  more  gently  than 
his  impertinence  deserved." 

"Och,  Och  !"  sighed  the  Captain,  wi'.h  a  strong 
HIsfaland  intonation:  "then  there  is  no  more  to  be 
said,  but  just  to  settle  time  and  place;  for  pistols  I 
suppose  must  be  the  weapons." 

"All  these  matters  are  quite  the  same  to  me."  said 
T>Trel ;  "only,  in  respect  of  time,  I  should  wish  it  to 
b^a*  speedy  as  possible.— What  say  you  to  one,  after- 
noon, this  verv  day  ?— You  may  name  the  place. "^ 

"At  one,  afternoop,"  replied  the  Captain  delibe- 
rately, "  Sir  Bingo  will  attend  you— the  place  may  be 
the  Buck-stane;  for  as  the  whole  company  go  to  the 
water-side  to-day  to  eat  a  kettle  of  fish,*  there  will  be 
lUi  nsk  of  interruption.— And  who  shall  I  speak  to, 
&>r  Kood  friend,  on  your  side  of  the  quarrel  1" 

'Really,  Captain,"  replied  Tyrrel,  "that  is  a  piiz- 
iIIrk  question— I  have  no  friend  here— I  suppose  you 
could  hanilY  act  for  both  ?" 

"It  would  be  totally,  absolutely,  and  altogether  out 
of  the  question,  my  good  friend,'^  replied  MacTurk. 

*A  kHtto  of  tM\  is  a  frte-chawipetrt  of  a  pftrticalar  kiml, 
vliich  M  to  oiher /eta <h9mpetre$  what  tlie  piscatory  ecloruM 
•ffinwn  <>r  HaaiMzario  are  to  paitoral  poetry.  A  large  caldron 
Mboilfd  bjr  the  sitfe  of  a  wilmoii  river,  coniaininc  a  quantity  of 
vaifr,  thielceiMd  with  Mit  to  the  con<tiiitenc«  ororine.  In  this 
the  Ml  i*  plurumri  when  taken,  and  eaceii  by  ih«  eonuwny 
^'Mi*  nper  wirtdi.  This  is  accounted  tlie  best  way  of  eatin* 
•tloMQ.  by  IhoM  who  desire  to  tairte  the  ti*\\  in  a  «tata  ofex- 
liMift  frrthnetM.  Others  prefer  it  after  beiiiit  kept  a  da/  or  two. 
^vhen  the  curd  melts  into  oil,  and  the  ffsh  becomes  richer  and 
(Mt«  lascious.  Th«  more  judiciou*  fartronomes  eat  no  4>ther 
fHMv  than  a  spoon tul  of  IIm  vrater  in  whicJi  tlM  satanoo  is 
Mied,  tofether  witb  a  little  pepper  aod  viaecac. 


"  But  if  yon  wil!  trust  to  me,  I  will  bring  up  a  frieiid 
on  your  part  from  the  Well,  who^  though  you  hav« 
hardly  seen  him  before,  will  settle  matters  for  you  as 
well  as  if  you  had  been  intimate  for  twenty  years— 
and  I  will  bring  up  the  Doctor  too,  if  I  can  get  him 
unloosed  from  the  petticoat  of  that  fat  widow  Blower, 
that  he  has  strung  himself  upon." 

"I  have  no  doubt  you  will  do  every  thing  with  per- 
fect accuracy,  Captain.  At  one  o  clock,  then,  we 
meet  at  the  Buek-stane— stay,  pcrmic  me  to  see  you 
to  the  door." 

"  By  Cot !  and  it  is  not  altogether  so  unnecessary,*' 
said  the  Captain ;  "  for  the  tamned  woman  with  the 
besom  might  have  some  advantage  in  that  long  dark 
passage^  knowing  the  ground  better  than  I  do— tamn 
her,  I  will  have  amends  on  her,  if  there  be  whipping- 
post, or  ducking-stool,  or  a  pair  of  stocks,  m  the 
parish  r*  And  so  saying,  the  Captain  trudged  off.  his 
spirits  ever  and  anon  agitated  by  recollection  or  the 
causeless  aggression  of  Meg  Dods,  and  again  com- 
posed to  a  state  of  happy  serenity  by  the  recollection 
of  the  azrceable  arrangl>ment  which  he  had  made 
between  Mr.  Tyrrel,  and  his  friend  Sir  Bingo  Binks. 

We  have  hoard  of  men  of  undoubted  benevolence  of 
character  and  disposition,  whose  principal  delight 
was  to  see  a  miserable  criminal,  degraded  alike  oy 
his  previous  crimes,  and  the  sentence  which  he  had 
Incurred,,  conclude  a  vicious  and  wretched  life,  by  an 
Ignominious  and  painful  death.  It  was  some  such 
inconsistency  of  character  which  induced  honest 
Captain  MacTurk,  who  had  really  been  a  meritori- 
ous officer,  and  was  a  good-natured,  honourable, 
and  well-intentioned  man,  to  place  his  chief  delight 
in  setting  his  friends  by  the  ears,  and  then  acting  as 
umpire  in  the  dangerous  rccontres,  which,  accortung 
to  his  code  of  honour,  were  absolutely  necessary  to 
restore  peace  and  cordiality.  W^e  leave  the  explana- 
tion of  such  anomalies  to  the  labours  of  craniologists, 
for  they  seem  to  defy  all  the  researches  of  the  Ethic 
philosopher. 

CHAPTER  XIIL 

DISAPPOINTMSNT. 

£WM.  I  pray  you  now,  good  Maatpr  Blender's  servinir-man, 
and  friend  Simple  by  your  oamo,  which  way  have  you  looked 
(or  Manter  Ooius? 

Sltnder.  Marry,  sir,  the  City-wani,  the  Park-ward,  9werf 
way ;  Old  Windsor  way,  and  every  way. 

Mtrry  Whra  ^  Wiiidtfr. 
SiB  BiNoo  BiNKs  received  the  Captain's  com- 
munication with  the  same  dogccd  sullenness  he  had 
displayed  at  sending  the  challenge;  a  most  ungra- 
cious hum/jh^  ascending,  as  it  were,  from  the  very 
t>ottoTn  of  his  stomach,  through  the  folds  of  a  Belcher 
handkerchief^  intimanns  his  acquiescence,  in  a  tone 
nearly  as  gracious  os  tnot  with  which  the  drowsy 
traveller  ocknowledges  the  intimation  of  the  slip- 
shod ostler,  that  it  is  on  the  stroke  of  five,  and  the 
horn  will  sound  in  a  minute.  Captain  MacTurk  by 
no  means  considered  this  ejaculauon  as  expressing  a 
proper  estimate  of  his  own  trouble  and   services. 

Humph  7"  he  replied ;  "  and  what  does  that  mean. 
Sir  Bingo  ?  Havir  not  I  here  had  the  trouble  to  put 
you  just  into  the  neat  road ;  and  would  you  have  boon 
.ible  to  make  a  handsome  affair  out  of  it  at  all,  after 
you  had  let  it  hang  so  long  in  the  wind,  if  I  had  not 
taken  on  myself  to  make  it  agreeable  to  the  gentle- 
man, and  cooked  as  neat  a  mess  out  of  it  as  1  have 
«een  a  Frenchmari  do  out  of  a  stale  sprat  7" 

Sir  Bingo  saw  it  was  necessary  to  utter  some  in- 
timation of  acquiescence  and  acknowledgment,  which, 
liowever  inarticulate,  was  sufficient  to  satisfy  the 
veteran,  to  whom  the  adjustment  of  a  personal  affair 
of  this  kind  was  a  labour  of  love,  and  who  now, 
kindly  mindful  of  his  promise  to  Tyrrel,  hurried  away 
its  if  he  hod  been  about  the  most  charitable  action 
upon  earth,  to  secure  the  attendance  of  some  one  as 
d  witness  on  the  stranger's  part. 

Mr.  Wintorblossoin  was  the  person  whom  Mac- 
Turk  had  in  his  own  mind  pitched  upon  as  the  fittes: 
;»erson  to  perfonn  this  act  of  benevolence,  and  he  lost 
j\o  time  in  communicating  his  wish  to  that  worthy 
gentleman.  But  Mr.  Winterblosaoin,  though  a  man 
>)f  the  world,  and  well  enough  aniuainted  with  audi 
matters,  was  by  no  means  so  passionately  addicted 
4* 
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to  them  as  was  tho  sian  of  peace.  Captain  Hector 
MacTurk.  As  a  6on  vivanL  he  hated  trouble  of  any 
kind,  and  the  shrewd  ncliishneM  of  his  dipposition 
enabled  him  to  foresee,  that  a  good  deal  might  accrue 
to  b.!  concerned  in  the  courue  of  this  business.  He, 
therefore,  coolly  replied,  that  he  knew  nothing  of  Mr. 
Tyrrcl— not  even  whether  he  was  a  gentleman,  or 
not ;  and  besides  he  had  received  no  regular  applica- 
tion in  his  behalf— he  did  not,  therefore,  feel  himself 
at  all  inclined  to  go  to  the  field  as  his  second.  This 
refusal  drove  the  poor  Captain  to  despair.  He  con- 
jured his  friend  to  be  more  public-spirited,  and  en- 
treated him  to  consider  the  reputation  of  the  Well, 
which  was  to  them  as  a  common  country,  and  the 
honour  of  the  company  to  which  they  both  belonged, 
and  of  which  Mr.  Wmterblossom  was  in  a  manner 
the  proper  representative,  as  being,  with  coiisent  of 
all,  the  perpetual  president.  He  reminded  him  bow 
many  quarrels  had  been  nightly  undertaken  and  de- 
parted from  on  the  ensuing  morning,  without  any 
suitable  consequences— said,  "  that  people  began  to 
talk  of  the  place  oddly ;  and  that,  for  nis  own  part,  be 
found  his  own  honour  so  nearly  touched,  that  he  had 
b^gun  to  think  he  himself  would  be  obliged  to  bring 
somebody  or  other  to  account,  for  the  general  ciedit 
of  the  Well ;  and  now,  just  when  the  most  beautiful 
occasion  had  arisen  to  put  every  thing  on  a  hand- 
some footing,  it  was  hard— it  was  cruel— it  was  most 
unjustifiable— in  Mr.  Winterblossom,  to  decline  so 
simple  a  matter  as  was  requested  of  him." 

Dr/  and  taciturn  as  the  Captain  was  on  all  ordinary 
occasions,  he  proved,  on  the  present,  eloquent  and 
almost  pathetic;  for  the  tears  came  into  his  eyes 
when  he  recounted  the  various  quarrels  which  had 
become  addled,  notwithstanding  his  best  endeavours 
to  hatch  them  into  an  honourable  meetine;  and  here 
was  one,  at  length,  just  chipping  the  shell,  like  to  be 
smothered,  for  want  of  the  most  ordinary  concession 
on  the  part  of  Wmterblossom.  Iii  short,  that  gentle- 
man could  not  hold  out  any  longer.  "It  was,"  he 
said,  "a  very  foolish  business,  he  thought;  but  to 
oblige  Sir  Binso  and  Captain  MacTurk,  he  had  no 
objection  to  walk  with  them  about  noon  as  far  as  the 
Buck-stane,  althoMgh  he  must  observe  the  day  was 
hazy.  and.  he  had  felt  a  prophetic  twinge  or  two, 
which  looked  like  a  visit  ot  his  old  acquaintance 
podagra." 

"  Never  mind  that,  my  excellent  friend,"  said  the 
Captain,  "a  sup  out  of  Sir  Bingo's  flask  is  like 
enough  to  put  that  to  rights ;  and  by  iny  soul,  it  is  not 
the  thing  he  is  like  to  leave  behind  him  on  this  sort 
of  occasion,  unless  I  be  far  mistaken  in  my  man." 

"But,"  said  Winterblossom,  "although  I  comply 
with  your  wishes  thus  far,  Captain  MncTurk,  I  by  no 
means  undertake  for  certain  to  back  this  same  Master 
T'/rrel,  of  whom  I  know  nothing  at  all,  but  only  agree 
10  go  to  the  place  in  hopes  of  preventing  mischief." 

Never  fash  your  beard  about  that.  Mr.  Winter- 
blossom," replied  the  Captain ;  "for  a  little  mischief, 
as  you  call  it,  is  become  a  thing  absolutely  necessary 
to  the  credit  of  the  place ;  and  I  am  sure,  whatever  be 
the  consequences,  they  cannot  in  the  present  instance 
be  very  fatal  to  any  body ;  for  here  is  a  young  fdlpw 
that,  it  he  should  have  a  misfortune,  nobody  will  miss, 
for  nobody  knows  him;  then  there  is  Sir  Bin^o, 
whom  every  body  knows  so  well,  that  they  will  miss 
him  all  the  less. 

"And  there  will  be  Lady  Bingo,  a  wealthy  and 
handsome  young  widow,"  said  Winterblossom. 
throwing  his  hat  upon  his  hesd  with  the  grace  and 

{iretension  of  former  days,  and  sighing  to  see,  as  he 
ookcd  in  the  mirror,  how  much  time,  that  had  whiten- 
ed his  hair,  rounded  his  stomach,  wrinkled  his  brow, 
and  bent  down  his  shoulders,  had  disqualified  him,  as 
he  expressed  it^  "for  entering  for  such  a  plate." 

Secure  of  Wmicrbiossom,  the  Captain's  next  anx- 
iety was  to  obtain  the  presence  of  Dr.  Quackleben, 
who,  although  he  vrrote  himself  M.  D.,  did  not  by 
any  means  decline  practice  as  a  surgeon,  when  any 
lob  offered  for  which  he  was  likely  to  he  well  paid, 
as  was  warranted  in  the  present  instance,  the  wealthy 
baronet  being  a  party  principally  concerned.  The 
Doctor,  therefore,  like  the  eagle  scented  the  carnage, 
leized,  at  the  first  word,  the  huge  volume  of  morocco 


leather  which  formed  his  case  of  j)ortable  instru- 
ment^ and  uncoiled  before  the  Captain,  with  ostenta- 
tious  display,  its  formidable  and  glittering  contents, 
upon  which  he  began  t(i  lecture  as  upon  a  copious  ana 
interesting  text,  until  the  man  of  war  thought  it  ne- 
cessary to  give  him  a  word  of  caution. 

"Ocn,"  says  he,  "1  do  pray  you,  Doctor,  to  carry 
that  packet  of  yours  under  the  breast  of  your  coat,  or 
in  your  pocket,  or  eomewhcre  out  of  siglit,  and  by  no 
means  to  produce  or  open  it  before  the  partiea.  For 
although  scalpelc^  and  toumkiuets,  and  pinciTs,  and 
the  like,  are  very  ingenious  implements,  and  pretty  to 
behold,  and  are  also  useful  when  time  and  occasion 
call  for  them,  yet  I  have  known  the  sigiit  of  them 
take  awa/  a  man's  fighting  stomach,  ana  so  lose  their 
owner  a  job,  Dr.  Quackleben." 

"By  my  faitb^  Captain  MacTurk,"  said  the  Doctor, 
"  you  speak  a^  if  you  were  graduated !— I  have  known 
these  treacherous  articles  play  their  master  many  a 
cursed  trick.  The  very  sight  of  my  forceps,  without 
the  least  effort  on  my  part,  once  cured  an  inveterate 
toothache  of  three  days'  duration,  pre\'entcd  the  ex- 
traction of  a  carious  molendinar,  which  it  was  the 
vcr>'  end  of  their  formation  to  achieve,  and  sent  me 
home  minus  a  guinea.— But  hand  me  that  great-coat. 
Captain,  and  we  will  place  the  instruments  in  ambus- 
cade, until  they  are  called  into  action  in  due  time.  I 
should  think  something  will  happen— Sir  Bingo  is  a 
sure  shot  at  a  nKmrcock." 

"  Cannot  say,"  replied  MacTurk ;  "  I  have  known 
the  pistol  shake  many  a  hand  that  held  the  fowling- 
piece  fast  enough.  \  onder  Tyrrel  looks  like  a  tecvO- 
ish  cofil  customei^-I  watched  him  the  whole  time  I 
was  delivering  my  errand,  and  I  can  promise  you  ht 
is  mettle  to  the  backbone." 

"Well— I  will  have  my  bandages  ready  tentnduwi 
artem*^  replied  the  man  of  medicine.  "We  must 
guard  against  biemorrhage— Sir  Bingo  is  a  plethoric 
subject.— One  o'clock,  you  say— at  the  Buck-stane— 
I  will  be  punctual." 

"Will  you  not  walk  with  us?"  said  Captain  Mac- 
Turk,  who  seemed  willing  to  keep  his  whole  convoy 
together  on  this  occasion,  lest,  pcrad venture,  any  of 
them  had  fled  from  under  his  patronage. 

"No,"  replied  the  Doctor,  **I  must  first  make  an 
apology  to  worthy  Mrs.  Blower,  for  I  had  promised 
her  my  arm  down  to  the  river-side,  where  they  are  all 
to  eat  a  kettle  of  fish." 

"  By  Cot !  and  I  \\ovte  we  shall  make  them  a  prettier 
kettle  of  fish  than  was  ever  seen  at  St.  Ron an's,"  said 
the  Captain,  rubbing  his  hands. 

"  Don't  say  ir«.  Captain,"  replied  the  cautions 
Doctor;  "I  for  one  have  nothing  to  do  with  the 
meeting— wash  my  hands  of  it.  No,  no,  I  cannot 
afford  to  be  dopt  up  as  accessory.— You  ask  me  to 
meet  you  at  the  Buck-stane— no  t  urpose  assigned— 
I  am  willing  to  oblige  my  worthy  friend,  Captain 
MacTurk— walk  that  way,  thinking  of  nothing  par- 
ticular— hear  the  report  of  pistols— hasten  to  the  spot 
—fortunately  just  in  time  to  prevent  the  most  fatal 
consequences— chance  most  opportunely  to  have  my 
case  of  instruments  with  me— indeed,  generally  walK 
with  them  about  me — nunquam  non  para^u#— then 
give  niy  professional  definition  of  the  wound  and 
state  of^the  patient.  That  is  the  way  to  give  evidence. 
Captain,  before  sheriffs,  coroners,  and  such  sort  of 
folk— never  commit  one  s  self— it  is  a  rule  of  our  pro- 
fession." 

"  Well,  well,  Doctor,"  answered  the  Captain,  "you 
know  your  own  ways  best ;  and  so  vou  are  but  there 
to  give  a  chance  of  help  in  case  of^ accident,  all  the 
laws  of  honour  will  be  fully  complied  with.  But  it 
would  be  a  foul  reflection  upon  me,  as  a  man  of 
honour,  if  I  did  not  take  core  that  there  should  be 
somebody  to  come  in  thirdsman  between  Death  and 
my  principal." 

At  the  awful  hour  of  one,  afternoon,  there  arrived 
upon  the  appointed  spot  Captain  MacTurk,  leading 
to  the  field  the  valorous  Sir  Lingo,  not  exactjv  atrain- 
ing  like  a  greyhound  in  (he  slips,  but  rather  looking 
moody  like  a  butcher'^  bulI-doUj  which  knows  he 
must  fight  since  his  master  bidp  him.  Vet  the 
Baronet  showed  no  outwanl  flinchins  uc  abaieroen* 
of  courage,  excepting,  that  the  tune  ot  Jency  Suttos^. 
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vhich  he  had  whistled  without  intemiiflaon  linoe  he 
kft  the  Hotel,  had,  during  the  leal  half  mile  of  their 
walk,  aunk  into  ailence ;  although,  to  look  at  the 
DoscJea  of  the  mouth,  projecUon  of  the  Up,  and 
vacancy  of  the  eye,  it  aecmed  aa  if  the  notes  were 
Kill  pasBing  throtu^h  his  mind^  and  that  he  whistled 
Jenny  Sutton  in  his  imaanation.  Mr.  Winterblos- 
nm  came  two  minutes  after  this  happy  pair  and  the 
DcNMor  was  equally  punctual. 

"^Upon  my  soul,"  said  the  former^  "  this  is  a 
mighty  sillv  affair,  Sir  Bina^),  and  migh^  I  think, 
be  easily  taken  up,  at  less  risk  to  oil  parties  than  a 
meetioc  of  this  kind.  You  should  recollect.  Sir 
Bingo,  that  you  have  much  depending  upon  your  life 
-jpu  are  a  married  man,  Sir  Bingo.'*^ 

Sir  Bin^  turned  the  quid  in  his  mouth  and  squirted 
out  the  juice  in  a  most  coachman-like  manner. 

"  Mr.  Winterblossom,"  said  the  Captain.  "  Sir  Bin- 
|o  has  in  thia  matter  put  himself  in  my  hands,  ami 
loless  you  think  yourself  more  able  to  direct  his 
eoone  than  I  am,  I  must  frankly  tell  you,  that  I  u  ill 
be  disobliged  by  your  interference.  You  may  meak 
to  your  own  friend  as  much  as  you  please;  and  if  you 
fiod  yourself  authorizkl  to  make  any  proposal,  I  tbiin 
be  desiroua  to  lend  an  ear  to  it  on  the  part  of  my 
wonhy  principal,  Sir  Bingo.  But  I  will  b^ plain  wiih 
jou,  that  I  do  not  greotly  approve  of  settlements  upon 
the  field,  though  1  hope  I  am  a  quiet  and  peaceable 
man.  But  here  is  our  honour  to  be  looked  after  in 
the  fint  place;  and  moreover,  I  must  insist  that 
every  proposal  for  accommodation  shall  originate 
with  your  parly  or  yoursell" 

**  ATy  partvr*  answered  Winterblossom:  "  why 
really,  though  I  came  hither  at  your  request,  Captain 
MacTurk,  yet  I  must  aee  more  of  the  matter,  ere  1  can 
burly  pronounce  myself  second  to  a  man  I  never  saw 


"iod.  perhapfli,  may  never  see  again,*'  said  the 
Doctor,  looking  at  his  watch :  "for  it  is  ten  minutes 
Rast  the  hour,  and  here  is  no  Mr.  Tyrrel." 

"Heyl  what'a  that  you  say,  Doctor!"  said  the 
Baronet,  awakened  from  his  apathy. 

"He  speaks  tamned  nonsense,"  said  the  Captain, 
polling  out  a  huge  old-fashioned,  turnip-shaped  im- 
pleaient,  with  a  blackened  silver  dial-plale.  "It 
tt  Dot  above  three  minutes  after  one  by  the  true 
time,  and  I  will  uphold  Mr.  Tyrrel  to  he  a  man 
of  his  word— never  saw  a  man  take  a  thing  more 
cooUy." 

"Not  more  coolly  than  he  takes  hi?  walk  this 
way,**  sakl  the  Doctor ;  "  for  the  hour  is  as  I  tell  you 
-femember  I  am  professional— have  pulses  to  count 
by  the  second  and  half-second— my  time-piece  must 
no  as  true  as  the  sun." 

"And  I  have  mounted  guard  a  thousand  times  by 
my  watrh,"  said  the  Captain:  "and  I  defy  the  devil 
(0  say  that  Hector  MacTurk  did  not  always  dis- 
charge his  duty  to  the  twentieth  part  of  the  fraction  of 
a  serond— it  was  my  great  grandmother.  Lady  Kill- 
bneklin's  and  I  will  maintsin  its  reputation  against 
any  timepiece  that  ever  went  upon  wheels." 

"  Well,  then,  look  at  your  own  watch.  Captain," 
aaid  Winterblossom,  for  time  stands  still  with  no 
man,  and  while  we  speak  the  hour  advances.  On 
my  word,  I  think  this  Mr.  Tynel  intends  to  humbug 
ui." 

"  Hey!  what*s  that  you  say?"  said  Sir  Bingo,  once 
mor.' starting  from  his  sullen  reverie. 

"'I  shall  not  \o<jk  at  my  watch  upon  no  such 
matter,"  said  the  Captain ;  nor  will  J  any  way  be 
dirpoced  to  doubt  your  friend's  honour,  Mr.  Winter- 
lliissom." 

**M^frend?"  said  Mr.  Winterblossom:  "I  must 
tHI  ymi  once  more,  Csptain,  that  this  Mr.  Tyrral  is  no 
fiiend  of  min«> — none  in  the  world.  He  is  your  friend. 
Captain  MacTurk :  and  I  own,  if  he  keeps  us  waiting 
marh  longer  on  this  occasion,  I  will  be  apt  to  con- 
sider his  friendship  as  of  very  little  value." 

"  And  how  dare  you,  then,  say  that  the  man  is 
my  friend  T*  sakl  the  Captain,  knitting  his  brows  in  a 
nost  formidable  manner. 

Tooh !  pooh !  Captain,"  answered  Winterblossom, 
fooUv.  if  not  contemptuounly— "  keep  all  that  fo 
«lW6oyat  1  have  lived  in  th«  worki  too  long  either 


to  provoke  qnairels,  or  to  care  abont  them.  So,  re- 
serve your  fire;  it  is  all  thrown  away  on  such  an  old 
cock  as  I  am.  Hut  I  really  wish  we  knew  whether 
this  fellow  means  to  come— twenty  minutes  past  the 
hour— I  think  it  is  odds  that  you  are  bilked.  Sir 
Bingo  7" 

"Bilked!  hey!"  cried  Sir  Bingo;  "by  Gad,  1  al- 
ways thought  so— I  wagered  with  Mowbray  he  was 
a  rafT— I  am  had,  by  Gad.  T\{  wait  no  longjer  than 
the  half  hour,  by  Gad,  were  he  a  field-marshal." 

"  You  will  be  directed  in  that  matter  by  your  friend, 
if  you  please^  Sir  Bingo,"  said  the  Captain. 

D— n  me  if  I  will,"  relumed  t  lie  Baronet— "'Friend  1 
a  pretty  friend,  to  bring  me  out  here  on  such  a  ibors 
errand !  I  knew  the  fellow  was  a  raff— but  I  never 
thought  you,  with  all  your  chafT  about  honour,  such  a 
d— d  spoon  as  to  bring  a  message  from  a  fellow  who 
has  fled  the  pit  1" 

"  If  you  regret  so  much  having  come  here  to  no 
purpose,"  said  the  Captain,  in  a  very  lofty  tone,  "and 
if  you  think  I  have  used  you  like  a  spoon,  as  you  say, 
I  will  have  no  objection  ill  life  to  take  Mr.  Tynel'a 
place,  and  serve  your  occasion,  my  boy." 

"  By !  and  if  you  like  it,  you  may  fire  away, 

and  welcome,"  said  Sir  Bingo;  "and  T\\  spin  a 
crown  for  first  shot,  for  I  do  not  understand  oeing 
brought  here  for  nothing,  d— n  me !" 

"And  there  was  never  man  alive  so  ready  as  I  am 
to  give  you  something  to  stay  your  stomach,"  said 
the  irritable  Highlander. 

"Oh,  fie,  gentlemen  1  fie,  fia  fie!"  exclaimed  the 
pacific  Mr.  Winterblossom— "For  shame,  Captain- 
Out  upon  you.  Sir  Bingo,  are  you  mad?— what,  prin- 
cipal and  second!- the  like  was  never  heard  o^ 
never." 

The  partiea  were  in  some  degree  recalled  to  their 
more  cool  recollections  by  this  expostulation,  yet 
continued  a  short  quarter-deck  walk  to  and  fro,  upon 
parallel  lines,  looking  at  each  other  sullenly  as  tney 
passed,  and  bristling  like  two  dogs  who  have  a  mind 
10  quarrel,  yet  hesitate  to  commence  hostiUties.  Dur- 
ing this  promenade,  also,  the  perpendicular  and  erect 
carriage  of  the  veteran,  rising  on  his  toes  at  every 
step,  formed  a  whimsical  contrast  with  the  heavy 
loutish  shuffle  of  the  bulky  Baronet,  who  had,  bv  dint 
of  practice,  very  neorly  attained  that  most  enviable  of 
all  carriages,  the  gate  of  a  shambling  Yorkshire  ost- 
ler. His  coarse  spirit  was  now  thoroughly  kjndled, 
and  like  iron,  or  any  other  baser  metal,  which  is  alow 
in  receiving  heat,  it  retained  long  the  smouldering 
and  angry  spirit  of  resentment  that  had  originally 
brought  him  to  the  place,  and  now  rendered  him 
wilUng  to  wreak  his  uncomfortable  feelings  upon  the 
nearest  object  which  occurred,  since  the  first  purpoM 
of  his  coming  thither  was  frustrated.  In  his  own 
phrase,  his  pluck  was  up,  and  finding  himself  in  a 
fighting  humour,  he  thought  it  a  pity,  like  Bob  Acres, 
that  so  much  good  courage  should  oe  thrown  away 
As,  however,  that  courage  after  all  consisted  chieny 
in  ill  humour;  and  as,  in  the  demeanour  of  the  Cap- 
tain, he  read  nothing  deferential  or  deprecatory  of  hia 
wrath,  he  began  to  listen  with  more  attention  to  the 
arguments  of  Mr.  Winterblossom,  who  entreated 
them  not  to  sully,  by  private  quarrel  the  honour  they 
had  that  day  so  happily  acquired  without  either  blood 
or  risk. 

"It  was  now,"  he  said,  "three  quarters  of  an  hour 
past  the  time  appointed  for  this  person,  who  calls 
himself  Tyrrel,  to  meet  Sir  Bingo  Binks.  Now,  in- 
stead of  standing  squabbling  here,  which  serves  no 
purpose,  I  propose  we  should  reduce  to  writing  tho 
circumstances  which  attend  this  affair,  for  the  satis- 
faction of  the  company  at  the  Well,  and  that  the  me- 
morandum shall  bo  regularly  attested  by  our  subscrip- 
tbns;  aHer  which,  I  shall  farther  humbly  propose 
that  it  be  subjected  to  the  reviswn  of  the  Committee 
of  Management." 

"  I  object  to  any  revision  of  a  statement  to  whicK 
my  name  shall  be  appended,"  said  the  Captain. 

"Riifht-rverv  true.  Captain,"  said  the  complaisant 
Mr.  Winterblossom,;  "undoubtedly  you  know  best, 
and  your  signature  is  completely  sufficient  to  authen* 
ticate  this  transaction— however,  as  it  is  the  imat 
important  wfak:h  hat  occurred  since  the  Spring  WM 
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cstAUishfld,  I  propose  we  eball  all  ngn  the  proe^ 
vtrbal,  BH I  may  lerm  it." , 

*' Leave  me  out,  if  you  please,"  aaid  the  Doctor,  not 
much  aatiafied  that  both  iheori^nal  quarrel  and  the 
by-batile  had  poaoed  over  without  any  occasion  for 
the  oifices  of  a  iMachaon;  "leave  me  out,  ii'  yt«u 
please;  for  it  does  not  become  me  to  bo  ostensibly 
concerned  in  any  proceedings,  which  have  had  for 
their  object  a  breach  of  the  peace.  Arid  for  the  im- 
portance of  waiting,  here  for  an  hour,  in  a  jBne  after- 
noon, it  is  my  opinion  there  was  a  more  important 
service  done  to  the  Well  of  8t.  Ronan'a,  when  I, 
Quentin  Quackleben,  M.  D.,  cured  Lady  Penelope 
Penfeather  of  her  seventh  attack  upon  the  nerves, 
attended  with  febrile  symptoms." 

"  No  disparagement  to  yt>ur  skill  at  all,  Doctor," 
said  Mr.  Wmtorblossom ;  but  I  conceive  the  lesson 
which  this  fellow  has  received  will  be  a  great  means 
to  prevent  improper  persons  from  appearing  at  the 
Spring  hereafter ;  and,  for  my  part,  I  shall  move  4hat 
no  one  be  invit(xl  to  dine  at  the  table  in  future,  till  his 
name  is  regularly  entered  as  a  member  of  the  coni- 
lajiy,  in  the  lists  at  thepublic  room.  And  I  hope  both 
Jir  Bingo  and  the  Captain  will  receive  the  thanks  of 
the  company,  for  their  spirited  conduct  in  expelling 
the  intnidcr.—Sir  Bingo,  will  you  allow  me  to  apply 
to  your  Hask— a  little  twinge  I  feel,  owing  to  the 
dampness  of  the  grass." 

Sir  Bingo,  soothed  bv  the  conseouence  he  had  ac- 

guired,  readily  impartea  to  the  invalid  a  thimbleful  of 
is  cordial^  which,  we  believe,  had  been  prepared  by 
some  cunning  chymist  in  the  wilds  of  Glenlivat.  He 
then  filled  a  bumper,  and  extended  it  towards  the 
Teteran,  as  an  unequivocal  symptom  of  reconcilia- 
tion. The  real  turbinacious  flavour  no  sooner  reached 
the  nose  of  the  Captain,  than  the  beverage  waa  turned 
down  his  throat  with  symptoms  of  most  unequivocal 
applause. 

I  shall  have  some  hope  of  the  voung  fellows  of 
this  day,"  he  said,  "now  that  they  negin  to  give  up 
their  Dutch  and  French  distilled  waters,  and  stick  to 
genuine  Highland  ware.  By  Cot,  it  is  the  only  liquor 
fit  for  a  gentleman  to  drink  in  a  morning,  if  he  can 
nave  the  good  fortune  to  come  by  it.  you  see." 

**  Or  after  dinner  either,  Captain,"  said  the  Doctor, 
to  whom  the  f^Iass  had  passed  in  rotation;  "it  is 
worth  all  the  wines  in  France  for  flavour,  arid  more 
cordial  to  the  system  besides." 

"And  now,"  said  the  Captain,  "  that  we  may  not 
go  off  the  ground  with  any  thin^  on  our  stomachs 
worse  than  the  whisky,  I  can  aflord  to  say,  (as  Cap- 
tain Hector  MacTurk's  character  is  tolerably  well 
established,)  that  I  am  sony  for  the  little  diflerence 
that  has  occurred  betwixt  me  and  my  worthy  friend. 
Sir  Bingo,  here." 

"Ana  since  you  are  so  civil.  Captain,"  said  Sir 
Bingo,  "why,  I  am  sorry  too— only  it  would  put  the 
devil  out  of  temper  to  lose  so  fine  a  fishing  dav— wind 
•ooth— fine  air  on  the  pool— water  settled  from  the 
Hood— just  in  trim— and  I  dare  say  throe  pairs  of 
ImokB  have  passed  over  my  cast  bt^fore  this  time !" 

Ke  closed  this  elaborate  lamentation  with  a  liba- 
tion of  the  same  cordial  which  he  had  imparted  to  his 
companions;  and  they  retunied  in  a  body  to  the 
Hotel,  where  the  transactions  of  the  morning  were 
soon  afterwards  announced  to  the  company,  by  the 
following  program  .*— 

8TAT«MrNT. 

"Sir  Bingo  Binks,  baronet,  having  found  himself 
■gsrieved  by  the  uncivil  behaviour  of  an  individual 
calling  himself  Francis  Tyrrel,  now  or  lately  a  resi- 
dent at  the  Cleikum  Inn,  Aultoun  of  St.  Ronan's ; 
and  having  empowered  Captain  Hector  MacTurk  to 
wait  upon  the  aaid  Mr.  Tyrrel  to  dernand  an  apologv, 
under  the  alternative  of  personal  satiafaction,  accord- 
ing to  the  laws  of  honour  and  the  practice  of  gentle- 
men, the  said  Tyrrel  voluntarily  engaged  to  meet  the 
said  Sir  Bingo  Binks,  baronet^  at  the  Buck-stane 
near  St.  Ronan'a  Bum,  upon  this  present  day,  being 

l/Vednesday A  ugust.    In  consequence  of  which 

appointment,  we,  the  undereigned,  did  attend  at  tiie 
pltce  named,  from  one  o'clock  till  two.  without  see- 
MC  or  hearing  anv  thing  whatever  of  the  said  Fran- 


cis Tyrrel,  or  any  one  in  his  behalf— which  het  wit 
make  thus  publiclv  known,  that  all  men,  and  particti- 
lariy  the  distinguished  company  assembk-d  at  the  Fox 
Hotel,  may  bv  duly  apprize<l  of  the  character  and  be- 
haviour of  the  said  Francis  Tyrrel,  in  case  of  his 
again  presuming  to  intrude  himself  into  the  society 
of  persons  of  honour. 

^'I'he  Fox  Inn  and  Hotel,  St  Ronan'a  Well  - 
August  18—. 

(Signed)  "  Bingo  Binks, 

"  Hector  MacTubjc, 

"PhIUP  WlNTBRaLOSSOM."  " 

A  little  lower  followed  this  separate  attestation » 
"I,  auentin  Quackleben,  M.  D.,  F.  R.  S.,  D.  E., 
B.  L.,  X.  Z.,  Ac.  &c.,  being  called  upon  to  attest  what 
I  know  in  the  said  matter,  do  hereby  verify,  that  bong 
by  accident  at  the  Buck-stane,  near  St.  Ronan's 
Bum,  on  this  present  day,  at  the  hour  of  one  after- 
noon, and  chancing  to  remain  there  for  the  space  of 
nearly  an  hour,  conversing  with  Sir  Bmgo  Bmks. 
Captain  MacTurk^  and  Mr.  W'interblosRom,  we  did 
not,  during  that  tune,  see  or  hear  any  thing  of  or 
from  the  person  calling  himself  Francis  TyrrsL  whose 
presence  at  that  place  seemed  to  be  expected  by  the 

SentlemerH  I  have  just  named."  Thia  affiche  was 
ated  like  the  former,  and  certified  under  the  august 
hand  of  Quentin  Quackleben,  M.  D.,  &c.  Ac.  Ac 

Again,  and  prefaced  by  the  averment  that  an  im- 
proper person  had  been  lately  introduced  into  the 
company  of  St.  Ronan's  Well,  there  came  forth  a 
legislative  enactment,  on  the  part  of  the  Committee, 
declaring,  "  that  no  one  shall  in  future  be  invited  to 
the  dinners,  or  balls,  or  other  entertainments  of  the 
Well,  until  their  names  shall  he  regularly  entered  in 
the  l>ooks  kept  for  the  purpose  at  the  rooms."  Last- 
ly, there  was  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Sir  Bingo  Binks  and 
Captain  MacTurk  for  then*  spirited  conduct,  and  the 
pains  which  they  had  taken  to  exHiide  an  improper 
person  from  the  company  at  St  Ronan's  Well. 

'These  annunciations  speedily  became  the  magnet 
of  the  day.  All  kilers  crowded  to  peruse  them;  and 
it  would  be  endless  to  notice  the  "  God  bless  me'a"- 
the  "  Lord  have  a  car&  of  us"— the  "  Saw  you  ever 
the  like's*'  of  gossips,  any  more  than  the  "  Dear  mc's" 
and  "Oh,  laa's"  of  the  titupping  misses,  and  the 
oaths  of  the  pantalooned  or  buck-akin'd  beaux.  The 
character  of  Sir  Bingo  rose  like  the  stocks  at  the 
news  of  a  despatch  from  the  Duke  of  Wellington,  and, 
what  was  extraordinar>i  attained  some  constqiicnce 
even  in  the  estimation  of  his  lady.  All  shook  their 
heads  at  the  recollection  of  the  unlucky  Tyrrel,  and 
found  out  much  in  his  manner  and  address  which 
convincetd  them  that  he  was  but  an  adventurer  and 
swindler.  A  few,  however,  less  partial  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Management,  (for  whenever  there  is  an  ad- 
ministration, there  will  soon  arise  aii  opposition,) 
whisptTcd  among  themselves,  that,  to  give  the  fellow 
his  due,  the  man,  be  he  what  he  would,  had  only 
come  among  them,  like  the  devil,  when  he  was  called 
for ;  and  honest  Dame  Blower  blessed  herself  when 
she  heard  of  auch  Mood-thirsry  doings  as  had  been 
intended,  and  "thanked  God  that  honest  Doctor 
Kickherben  had  come  to  nac  harm  amang  a'  their 
nonsense." 


CHAPTER  XIV. 

THE  CONSPLTATtOW. 

CknuL  Ihopeheret>oproors.-Jir«a«Lir>brJliMnm: 

The  borough  of lies,  as  all  the  world  knows, 

about  fourteen  miles  distant  from  St.  Ronan's^ 4>eing 
the  county  town  of  that  shire,  which,  as  described  i«i 
the  Tourist's  Guide,  numbere  among  its  objects  of 
interest  that  gay  and  popular  waterine-place^  whose 
fame,  no  doubt,  will  be  greatly  enhanced  by  the  present 
annals  of  its  earlier  history.  As  it  is  at  presen  t  unne>- 
cessary  to  be  more  particular  concerning  the  scene  of 
our  story,  we  will  fill  up  the  blank  left  in  the  first  name 
with  the  fictitious  appellation  of  Marchthorn,  having; 
often  found  ourselves  embarrassed  in  the  course  oif  a 
story,  by  the  occurrence  of  an  ugly  hiatus,  which  w« 
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canot  ■Iways  at  first  sight  fill  up,  with  the  proper 
Rference  to  the  rost  of  the  namrtive. 

March thoni,  then,  wns  an  oid-fnshioned  Scottish 
toirn,  the  sTrert  of  which,  on  market-riay,  showed  a 
reiMDkblenuniboT  of  stout  great-coated  yeomen,  bar- 
MiBg  or  dealing  for  the  various  cuininodities  of  their 
hnas;  and  on  other  days  of  ihe  week,  only  a  few 
(vlom  burghers,  crawhng  about  Uke  half-awakened 
flies,  and  watching  the  town  stei^ple  till  the  happy 
mind  of  twelve  strokes  from  Time's  oracle  should 
iril  them  it  was  time  to  take  their  meridian  dram, 
rhe  narrow  windows  of  the  shops  intimated  ver>'  im- 
Ttritctly  the  mtscelianeous  contents  of  the  interior, 
vhere  ev«ry^  merchant,  as  the  shopkeepers  of  March- 
ihora  were  termed,  more  ScoiUv,  sold  every  thing 
that  could  be  thought  of.  As  for  manufactures,  there 
■m  none,  except  that  of  the  careful  Town-Council, 
aiio  were  mightily  busied  in  preparing  the  warp  and 
KOoC  which,  at  the  end  of  every  five  or  six  years,  the 
iswn  of  Morchthorn  contributed,  for  the  purpose  of 
vcaviDg  the  lourth  or  fifth  part  of  a  member  of  Par- 
LunenL 

In  such  a  town,  it  usually  happens,  that  the  Sheriff- 
clerk,  especially  supposing  him  agent  for  several  lairds 
of  the  higher  order,  is  possesses!  of  one  of  the  best- 
looking  bouses;  and  such  was  that  of  Mr.  Bindloose. 
Kooeof  the  smartness  of  the  brick-built  and  brass- 
buunered  mansion  of  a  soutliem  attorney  appeared 
■deed  in  this  mansion,  which  was  a  tall,  thin,  grim- 
looking;  baildiog,  in  the  centre  of  the  town,  with  nar- 
row windows  and  projecting  gables,  notcheil  into  that 
Mt  of  descent,  called  crow-stepsL  and  having  the 
lo«er  rasemcnts  defended  by  stancneons  of  iroii;  for 
)ir.  Bindloose,  as  freciuently  happt^ns,  kept  a  branch 
if  one  of  the  two  national  banks,  which  had  been 
iicijr  established  in  the  town  of  Marchthom. 
Towards  the  door  of  this  tenement,  there  advanced 
lowly  op  the  andent,  but  empty  streets  of  this  famous 
orougl^  n  vchiele.  which,  had  it  appeared  in  Picca- 
nif,  would  have  nirnisht-d  unremitted  laughter  for  a 
reek,  and  conversation  for  a  twelve  month.    It  was 

two-wheeleit  vehicle,  which  claimed  none  of  the 
Kxtern  appellations  of  tilbury,  tandem,  dennet,  or  the 
kc;  but  aspired  only  to  the  humble  name  of  that 
Imost  forgotten  accommodation,  a  whiskey ;  or,  ac- 
(mfais  to  some  authorities,  a  tiin-whiskey.  Green 
raiior  bad  been,  iu  original  colour,  and  it  was  placed 
runbly  and  safely  low  upon  its  little  old-fashioned 
rbeels,  which  bore  much  Ic&s  than  the  usual  propor- 
OD 10  the  size  of  the  carriage  whirh  they  sustained. 
i  had  a  ralash  head,  which  had  been  pulUnl  up^  in 
nwderation  titlier  to  the  dampness  of  the  mornmg 
ir  ar  to  the  retiring  delicacy  of  the  fair  form,  which, 
irouded  by  leathern  curtains,  tenanted  this  venerable 
peciinen  of  antediluvian  coach-building. 
Bat,  a«  this  fair  and  modest  dame  no  way  aspired 
>tiiefkill  of  a  charioteer,  the  management  of  a  horse, 
kich  seemed  as  old  as  the  carriage  he  drew,  was  in 
K  exclusive  charge  of  an  old  fellow  in  a  postilion's 
tcket.  whose  gray  hairs  eHcaped  on  each  side  of  an 
Id-fiuhioned  velvet  jockey-cap,  and  whose  lef^  shoul- 
er  wan  so  cqnsideraoly  elevated  alx)ve  his  head,  that 
»»'emed  as  if^  with  little  effort,  his  neck  might  have 
f*a  turkcd  under  his  arm,  like  that  of  a  roasted 
^i«^>«'-ClK:k.  Thi«  gallant  equn-rry  was  mounted  on 
fte^i  an  old  as  that  which  toiled  betwixt  the  shafts 
f  til-  carriage,  and  which  he  guide<l  by  a  leading  rein, 
inaiiin^  one  animal  with  his  single  fi^ur,  and  stimu- 
ttina  the  other  with  his  whip,  he  effi^cied  a  reason- 
Ue  trot  upim  the  causeway,  which  only  terminated 
'Vn  the  whiskey  stopped  at  Mr.  Bindloose's  dooi^— an 
»ienf  of  importance  enough  to  excite  the  curiosity  of 
le  inhabitants  of  that  and  ihe  neighbouring  houses. 
»Wl!«  were  laid  aside,  needles  left  sticking  in  the 
alf-firiished  seams,  and  many  a  nose,  sfMK'tacled  and 
8«peci.irl(.-d,  was  popped  out  of  the  adjoining  win- 
>ws,  which  had  tne  good  fortune  to  command  a 
ewof  Mr.  Bind  loose's  front  diwr.  The  faces  of  two 
'  three  gi;«ding  clerks  were  virtihlo  at  the  barred 
isement'sof  which  we  have  spoken,  niueh  amused 

the  de^nnt  of  an  old  lady  from  this  respectable 
mag-*.  whoMt?  dress  and  appearance  might  possibly 
A*"  b»>^n  ia«l  lion  able  at  the  time  when  her  aiuipage 
IS  new.    A  satin  cardinal,  lined  with  gray  aquintls' 


skin,  and  a  black  sHk  bonnet,  tnmmed  with  crapa, 
were  garments  which  did  not  now  excite  the  respect, 
which  in  their  fresher  days  thev  had  doubtless  com- 
manded. But  there  was  that  \n  the  features  of  the 
wt-aror,  which  would  have  commanded  Mr.  Bind- 
loosr;'s  best  regard,  though  it  had  appeared  in  far 
worse  attire:  for  he  beheld  the  face  of  an  ancient 
customer,  who  had  always  paid  her  law  expenses 
with  the  ready  penny,  and  whose  accompt  with  the 
bank  was  balanced  by  a  very  respectable  sum  at  her 
credit  It  was,  indeed,  no  other  than  our  respected 
friend,  Mrs.  Dods  of  the  Cleikum  Inn,  8t.  Ronan'a, 
Aultoun. 

Now  her  arrival  intimated  matter  of  deep  import 
Meg  was  a  person  of  all  others  most  averse  to  leave 
he*,  home,  where,  in  her  own  opinion  at  least,  nothing 
went  on  well  without  her  immediate  superintendence. 
Limited,  therefore,  as  was  her  sphere,  she  remained 
fixed  in  the  centre  thereof;  and  few  as  were  her  satel- 
lites, they  were  under  the  ncces.'^iiy  of  performing 
their  revolutions  an)und  her,  while  she  herself  con- 
tinued stationary.  Saturn,  in  fact,  would  be  scarce 
more  surprised  at  a  passing  call  from  the  Sun,  than 
Mr.  Bindloose  at  this  unexpected  visit  of  his  old  client. 
In  one  breath  he  rebuked  the  inquisitive  impertinence 
of  his  clerks,  in  another  stimulated  his  housekeeper, 
old  Hannah— for  Mr.  Bindloose  was  a  bluff  bachelor 
—to  get  tea  ready  in  the  green  parlour ;  and  while 
yet  speaking,  was  at  the  side  of  the  whiskey,  unclasp- 
ing tne  curtains,  rolling  down  the  apron,  and  asaiat- 
ing  his  old  friend  to  dismount 

The  japanned  tea-caddie,  Hannah— the  best  bohea 
—bid  Til)  kindle  a  spark  of  fire — the  morning's  damp 
—Draw  in  the  gig!;ling  faces  of  ye,  ye  a— d  idle 
scoundrels,  or  laugh  at  your  ain  toom  pouches— it 
will  be  lang  or  your  wct^ldoing  fill  them."  This  was 
spoken,  as  the  honest  lawyer  himself  might  have 
said,  in  transitu,  the  rest  by  the  side  of  the  carriage. 
"My  stars,  Mrs.  Dods,  and  is  this  really  your  ain 
sell  in  propria  pcrwmo '/—Wha  lookit  for  you  at 
such  a  time  of  day  ?— Anthony,  how's  a^  wi'  ye^ 
Anthony?— so  ye  hae  taen  the  road  again,  Anthony 
—help  us  down  wi'  the  apron,  Anthony— that  wiH 
do.— Lean  on  me,  Mrs.  Dods— lielp  your  mistress, 
Anthony— put  the  horses  in  my  stable— the  lads  wil. 
eive  you  tne  key.— Come  away,  Mrs.  Dods— I  am 
blithe  to  see  you  straight  your  legs  on  the  causeway 
of  our  auld  borough  again— come  in  by,  and  we'll  see 
to  get  you  some  breakfast,  for  ye  hae  been  asteer 
early  this  morning." 

"1  am  a  sair  trouble  to  yon,  Mr.  Bindloose,"  said 
the  old  lady,  accepting  the  ofl'tT  of  his  arm,  and 
accompanying  him  into  the  house ;  ''  I  am  e'en  a  soir 
trouble  to  you,  but  I  could  not  rest  till  I  had  your 
advice  on  something  of  moment." 

"Happy  will  I  be  to  serve  you,  my  gude  auld 
acquaintance,"  said  the  Clerk ;  but  sit  you  down- 
sit  you  down— sit  you  down,  Mrs.  Dods— meat  and 
mess  never  hindered  wark.  Ye  arc  something 
overcome  wi'  your  travel— the  spirit  cannot  ayo 
bear  through  the  flesh,  Mrs.  Dods;  ye  should  re- 
member that  your  life  is  a  precious  one,  and  yo 
should  take  care  of  your  health,  Mrs.  Dods." 

"My  life  precious!"  exclaimed  Meg  Dods;  "nane 
o'  your  whullvwhaing,  Mr.  Bindloose— Dtil  ane  wac 
miss  the  nulu  girning  alewife,  Mr.  Bindloose,  unlesa 
it  were  here  and  there  a  puir  body,  and  mavbe  the 
auld  house-tyke,  that  wadna  be  sae  wcel  guided,  puir 
fallow." 

"Fie,  fie !  Mrs.  Dods,"  said  the  Cleric,  in  a  tone  of 
friendly  rebuke :  "  it  vexes  an  auld  friend  to  hear  ye 
speak  <»f  your.«»eIf  in  that  rt-spoctless  sort  of  a  way; 
and,  as  for  quitting  us,  I  blras  Crod  I  have  not  seen 
you  look  better  this  half  score  of  years.  But  maybe 
you  will  be  thinking  of  setting  your  house  in  order, 
which  is  the  act  of  a  careftP  and  of  a  Christian 
woman— O!  it's  an  awfu'  thing  to  die  intestate,  if 
we  had  grace  to  consider  it." 

"Aweel  I  daiir  say  Til  considex  that  some  day 
itoon  Mr.  Bindloose;  but  that's  no  my  orcsbot 
errand." 

"  Be  it  what  it  like,  Mrs.  Dods,  ye  are  right  heartilr 
welcome  hen^  jind  we  have  a'  the  day  to  speak  of 
the  buainesa  m  hnnd—fcttina  lentet  that  is  the  mm 
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law  langDase— hooly  and  fairtf,  ai  one  mayr  nay— 

gl  treating  oi  buflinen  with  an  empty  stomach— and 
ere  comes  your  tea,  and  I  hope  Hannah  hat  made 
it  to  your  taatc." 

Meg  sipped  her  tea— cnnfesaod  Honnah's  skill  in 
the  myBterii'fl  of  the  Chinese  herb— sipped  again, 
then  tried  to  cat  a  bit  of  bread  and  butter,  with  very 
indiflenfnt  success;  and  notwithstanding  the  law- 
yer's compliments  to  her  good  looks,  seemed,  in 
reality,  on  the  point  of  bfconiinc  ill. 

'*In  the  dcil's  name,  what  is  the  inaiter!"  said  the 
lawyer,  too  well  read  in  a  profession  where  sharp 
observation  is  peculiarly  necessary,  to  suffer  these 
symptoms  of  acitation  to  eacnpo  him.  "Ay,  dame  ? 
ye  are  taking  this  businesti  of  yours  deejue'r  to  heart 
than  ever  1  Rend  yuu  take  ony  thing.  Uny  o'  vour 
banded  debtors  faiUfd,  or  like  to  faiT?  Wnat  tnen ! 
cheer  ye  up— you  can  afford  a  little  loss,  and  it  canna 
bo  ony  great  matter,  or  I  would  doubtless  have  heard 
of  it.*' 

"In  troth,  but  it  is  a  loss,  Mr.  Bindloose;  and 
what  say  ye  to  the  loss  of  a  friend  7" 

This  was  a  nofisibihty  which  had  never  entered  the 
lawyer's  long  list  of  calamities,  and  he  was  at  some 
loss  to  conceive  what  the  old  lady  could  possibly 
mean  by  so  sentimental  a  prolusion.  But  just  as  he 
oegan  to  come  out  with  his  "Ay,  ay,  wc  an?  all 
mortal.  Vita  incerta^mors  ctrtisinma  f*  and  two  or 
three  more  pithy  reflections,  which  ho  was  in  the 
habit  of  uttering  after  funerals,  when  the  will  of  the 
deceased  was  about  to  be  opened,- just  then  Mrs. 
Dods  was  pleased  to  become  the  expounder  of  her 
own  oracle. 

"I  sec  how  it  is,  Mr.  Bindloose,"  she  said;  "I 
maun  tell  mv  ain  ailment,  for  you  are  no  likely  to 
guess  it;  and  so,  if  ye  will  shut  the  door,  arid  see 
that  nana  of  your  giggling  callants  are  listening  in 
the  passage,  I  will  e^  tell  you  how  things  stand 
with  ine. 

Mr.  Blindloose  hastily  arose  to  obey  her  commands, 
gave  a  cautionary  glance  into  the  Bank-Office,  and 
saw  chat  his  idle  apprentices  were  fast  at  their  desks 
—turned  the  kev  upon  them,  as  if  it  were  in  a  fit  of 
absence,  and  then  returned,  not  a  little  curious  to 
know  what  could  be  the  matter  with  his  old  friend : 
and  leaving  oflT  all  further  attempts  to  put  cases, 
quietly  drew  his  chair  near  hers,  and  awaited  her 
own  time  to  make  her  coromuniration. 

"Mr.  Bindloose,"  said  she,  ''I  am  no  sure  that  you 
may  mind,  about  six  or  seven  years  ago,  that  there 
were  twa  daft  English  callants.  lodgers  of  mine,  that 
had  some  trouble  from  auld  St.  Ronan's  about 
ahooting  on  the  Springwell-head  muirs." 

"  1  mind  it  as  weel  as  yesterday.  Mistress,"  said 
the  Clerk ;  "  by  the  same  token  you  gave  me  a  note 
for  my  trouble,  (which  wivsna  worth  speaking  about,) 
and  bade  me  no  bring  in  a  bill  against  the  puir  bairns 
—ye  had  aye  a  kind  heart,  Mrs.  Dodp." 

Maybe,  and  maybe  no,  Mr.  Bindloose— that  is  just 
as  I  find  folk.— But  concerning  these  lads,  they  baith 
left  the  country,  and,  as  I  thinx,  in  some  ill  blude  wi' 
ane  another,  and  now  the  auldest  and  the  doucest  of 
the  twa  came  back  again  about  a  fortnight  sin'  syne, 
and  has  been  my  guest  ever  since." 

"Aweel,  and  I  trust  he  is  not  at  hia  auld  tricks 
again,  goodwife?"  answered  the  Clerk.  "I  havena 
sae  muckle  to  say  either  wi'  the  new  Sheriff'  or  the 
Bench  of  Justices  as  I  used  to  hae,  Mrs.  Dods— and 
the  Procurator-fiscal  is  very  severe  on  txiaching,  being 
borne  out  by  the  new  Association— few  of  our  aula 
friends  of  the  Killnakelty  are  able  to  come  to  the 
■essions  now,  Mrs.  Dods. 

"The  waurfor  the  country,  BIr.  Bindloose,"  replied 
the  old  lady— "they  were  decent,  considerate  men, 
that  didna  plague  a  puir  herd  callant  muckle  about  a 
moorfowl  or  a  mawkin,  unless  he  turned  common 
fowler— Sir  Robert  Ringhorse  used  to  say  the  herd 
lads  shot  as  mony  gleds  and  pyots  as  they  did  game. 
—But  new  lords  new  laws— nacthing  but  fine  and 
miphaonment,  and  the  game  no  a  feather  theplcnticr. 
If  I  wad  hae  a  brace  or  twa  of  birds  in  the  house,  as 
every  body  kwks  for  them  after  the  twelfth-^1  ken 
what  they  are  like  to  ctjsi  me— And  what  for  no?— 
nak  maun  be  paid  for.— There  it  John  Pimer  bimaell, 


that  has  kecptt  the  mutr-aide  thirty  year  m  spite  of  i 
th3  lairds  in  the  country,  shoots,  he  tells  me,  now*a 
davs,  as  if  he  ini\x  a  rope  about  his  neck." 

It  wasna  about  ony  i^anie  businejts,  then,  that  yoa 
wanted  advice?"  said  I^indlooso,  who,  thomsh  soi&e> 
what  of  a  digresacr  himsr-lf,  made  little  aUowaaet 
fur  the  excursions  of  others  from  ihc  subject  ia 
hand. 

"Indeed  is  it  no,  Mr.  Bindloose,"  said  Meg;  "bat 
it  is  e'en  about  this  unhappy  callant  that  I  spi>ke  ID 
you  about.  Ve  maun  ken  1  have  cleUiet  a  parting 
fancy  to  this  lad,  Francis  Tirl— a  fancy  tliat  whika 
surprises  my  very  sell,  Mr.  Bindloose,  only  that  thcti 
is  nac  sin  in  it." 

"None-^nonc  in  the  world,  Mrs.  Dods,"  said.thi 
lawyer,  thinking  at  the  same  time  within  his  niiii^ 
"  Oho !  the  mist  beuins  to  ck-ar  up— the  young  poachar 
has  hit  the  mark,  I  sec— winged  the  old  barren  giav 
hen  !— ay,  ay.  a  marriage-contract,  no  doubt— but  i 
maun  gie  her  line.  Ye  are  a  wise  woman,  Mrs.  Dodt" 
he  continued  aloud,  "  and  can  doubtless  conskler  IM 
chances  and  the  chan;!es  of  human  affairs." 

"But  I  could  never  have  coni^idered  what  has  !»• 
fallen  this  puir  lad,  Mr.  Bindloose,"  said  Mrs.  Dodit 
"  through  the  mnhre  of  wicked  men.— He  lived,  tbo, 
at  the  Cleikum,  as  I  tell  vou,  for  mair  than  a  fortnight, 
as  quiet  as  a  lamb  on  a  lea-rig— a  decenter  lad  new 


came  within  my  door— ate  and  drank  enough  for  iIm 
gudu  of  the  house*  and  nac  inair  than  waa  for  his  lia 
uude,  whether  of  body  or  k)uI— cleared  his  bills  Oka 
Satuniay  at  e'en,  as  regularly  as  Saturday  cam 
round." 

"An  admirable  customer,  no  doubt,  Mrs.  DodC* 
said  the  lawyer. 

"  Never  was  the  like  of  him  for  that  matter."  an- 
swered the  honest  dame.  "Bat  to  see  the  roaJioeof 
men !— Some  of  thae  landloupers  and  gill-fiirts  dows 
at  the  filthy  puddle  yonder,  that  they  ca'  the  Wa4 
had  heard  of  this  puir  lad,  and  the  bits  of  pictures  thu 
he  made  fashwn  of  drawing,  and  they  maim  cuitlehk 
awa  doun  to  the  bottle,  wliere  mony  a  honm-  sUmv 
they  had  decked,  Mr.  Bindloose,  baith  of  Mr.  Tirl  mm  ' 
of  my  sell." 

"A  Commissary  Court  business,"  said  the  m-rito', 
firoing  ofT again  upon  a  false  scent.  "I  shall  trim  tluir 
jackets  for  them,  Mrs.  Dods,  if  you  can  but  brag 
light  evidence  of  the  facts- 1  will  soon  bring  them  to 
fine  and  palinode— I  will  make  them  repent  me' ""  ~ 
with  your  good  name." 

"  My  guae  name!   Wli.it  the  sorrow  is  the  I 

wi'  my  name,  Mr.  Bindloose?"  said  the  irritable di^^ 
ent.  ^'I  think  ye  hae  been  at  the  wee  cappie  liiii 
morning,  for  as  early  as  it  is— My  gude  name !— if  oni 
body  touched  my  gude  name,  I  would  neither  fia 
counsel  nor  commissary— 1  wad  be  down  amangtheH^ 
like  a  jer-fuleon  ainang  a  wheen  wild-geese,  and  ihi 
best  amang  them  that  dared  to  say  ony  thing  of  Mci 
Dods  by  what  was  honest  and  civil,  I  wad  s^ne  sesi 
her  cockernonnie  was  made  of  her  ain  hair  or  oihir 
folk's.    My  gude  name,  indeed !" 

"  Wee],  weel,  Mrs.  Dods,  I  was  mistaken  ;  thal^ 
a',"  said  the  writer.  "I  was  mista'en ;  and  I  dareta 
say  you  would  baud  your  ain  wi' your  neighbours  at 
weel  as  ony  woman  in  the  land— But  let  us  hear  now 
what  the  grief  is.  in  one  word." 

"In  one  word,  then.  Clerk  Bindloose,  it  is  little 
short  of— murtler,"  said  Meg  in  a  low  tone,  as  if  te 
very  utterance  of  the  word  startled  her. 

Murder  I  murder,  Mrs.  Dods?— it  cannot  bfr— 
there  is  not  a  word  ot  it  in  the  Sheriflf-oflict;— the  Pro* 
curator- fiscal  kens  nothing  of  it— there  could  nothff 
murder  in  the  country,  and  me  not  hear  of  it— te 
God's  sake,  take  heed  what  you  aay,  woman  ua 
dinnaget  yourself  into  trouble. 

"  Mr.  Bindloose,  I  can  but  speak  according  to  ml 
lights,"  said  Mrs.  Dods ;  "  you  are  in  a  sense  a  jtidipC 
in  Israel,  at  least  you  arc  one  of  the  scribes  havioifl 
authority— and  I  tell  you,  with  a  wac  and  a  bitttf 
heart,  that  this  puir  callant  of  mine  that  was  lodginfl 
in  my  house  has  been  murdered  or  kidnaps>ed  awtf 
amang  thae  banditti  folk  down  at  the  New  Waal 
and  ni  have  the  law  put  in  force  against  them,  if  i 
should  cost  me  a  hundred  pounds." 

The  Clerk  stood  much  asioiiiebed  at  the  uatim  • 
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Jbg't  accuaatbn,  and  the  pertinacity  with  which  ahe 
■emcd  dispoMd  to  in«isi  upon  it. 

*'I  have  this  comfort,"  she  continued,  "that  what- 
flfcr  has  happened,  it  has  bcitn  by  no  fault  of  mine, 
Mr.  BmdI(»oae;  for  wecl  I  wot,  before  (hat  blood- 
ihirstv  autd  half-pay  Philistine,  MacTurk,  got  to 
tpeich  of  him.  I  clawed  his  rantle  to  ^me  purpose 
with  my  heartn-besom.— But  the  poor  simple  baim 
hiioftrlL  that  had  nae  niair  knowledge  of  the  wicked- 
MM  Of  human  nature  than  a  calf  has  of  a  flcshcr's 

~  ;  he  threepit  to  see  the  auld  hardened  blood- 
der,  and  trystcd  wi*  him  to  meet  wi'  some  of  the 

Sat  an  hour  certain  that  same  day,  and  awa  he 
to  keep  try'st,  but  since  that  hour  naebody  ever 
*t  een  on  him.— And  the  inanswom  \il!ain9notv 
vaat  to  put  a  disgrace  on  him.  and  say  that  he  lied 
iteeountry  rather  than  face  ihem !— a  likely  story- 
led  the  country  for  them !— and  leave  his  bill  un- 
Milrd— him  that  was  sae  regular— and  his  port- 
mntle  and  his  fishing-rod,  and  the  pencils  and 
nrnires  he  held  sic  a  wark  about!— It's  my  faithful 
wf,  Mr.  Bindloosc— and  yo  may  trust  me  or  no  as 
w  like — that  he  had  some  foul  play  between  the 
CUkum  and  the  Buck-stane.  I  have  thought  it,  and 
I  kare  dreamed  it,  and  I  will  be  at  the  botU)m  of  it, 
tray  name  is  not  Meg  Dods,  and  that  I  wad  have 
km  a'  to  reckon  on.— Ay,  ay,  that's  right  Mr.  Bind- 
loNe^  tak  out  your  pen  and  ink  horn,  and  let  us  set 
ikwt  it  to  purpose." 

With  considerable  difficulty,  and  at  the  expense 
of  much  cross-examination,  Mr.  Bindloose  extracted 
ftan  his  client  a  detailed  account  of  the  proceedings 
cf  ihe  company  at  the  Well  towards  Tyrrel,  so  far  as 
fay  were  known  to,  or  suspected  by  Meg,  making 
MM)  as  the  examinatk)n  proceeded,  of  what  apneared 
•  be  matter  of  conseouence.  After  a  moment^s  con- 
■ieraiion,  he  asked  ine  dame  the  very  natural  qucs- 
lioBi  bow  she  came  to  be  acquainted  with  the  mnterial 
fcet,  that  a  hostile  appointment  was  made  iK'twi.tin 
Gwtain  MacTurk  and  her  lodser,  when,  according 
lo  her  own  account,  it  was  made  intra  parieten^  and 
MSMfw  testibua  ? 

*Ay,  but  we  victuallers  ken  weel  enrui^h  what  goi*s 
Min  ourain  houses,"  said  Meg— "And  whai  for  no? 
-If  ye  mauK  ken  a  about  it,  I  e'en  listened  through 
Ae  keyhole  of  the  door." 

"And  do  you  say  you  heard  them  settle  an  appoint- 
■MBt  for  a  (fuel  7"  said  the  Clerk ;  "  and  did  you  no 
Pkt  ony  measures  to  liinder  mi.^chief,  Mrs.  Dods, 
bavins  such  a  respect  for  this  lad  as  you  suy  you  havt>, 
Mrs.  Dods  1—1  really  wadna  have  looked  for  the  like 
•^  this  at  your  hands." 

"Id  truth,  Mr.  Bindloose,"  said  Meg,  putting  her 

Kn  to  her  eyes,  *^and  that's  what  wxes  me  mair 
a'  the  rest,  and  ye  neednn  say  muckle  to  one 
«ko«e  heart  is  e'en  the  sairor  that  she  has  been  a 
thought  to  blame.  But  there  has  been  mony  a  cnal- 
.  as  thev  ra'  it,  passed  in  my  house  when  thac 
Jadflof  the  Wildfire  Club  and  the  Helterskclter 
'  upon  their  rambles;  nnd  they  had  aye  bcriBc 
gh  to  make  it  up  without  fighting,  sne  that  I 
Rilly  did  not  apprehend  ony  thing  Ukt>  mischief.— 
And  ye  maun  thmk.  nion^ovrr,  3[r.  Hindi(HiRt\  that  it 
voald  have  been  an  unco  thin^  if  a  guest,  in  a  decent 
md  crediinble  public  like  mine,  was  to  have  crii-d 
coward  before  ony  of  thoe  Iari(i-lo!i|>ing  blackguards 
ihiit  hve  down  at  the  hoitli'  yonder. ' 

"That  is  to  H.iy,  Mr.**.  Dods,  you  were  d«»sirous  your 
pett  should  fight  for  thu  honour  of  your  houms''  said 
Uiadtoose. 

"What  for  no,  Mr.  Bindloose  ?—Isna  that  kind 
^fny  aye  about  honour?  and  what  for  should  the 
bonour  of  a  sulwtunlinl,  four-nookod,  sclat.'d  hou<te  of 
llkraeslorieH,  no  Iw  foughlen  for,  as  weel  as  the  crwiit 
•f  ony  of  these  feckloss  ealluiits  that  make  t^iicli  a 
fray  at)oiit  th'-ir  nputation  ?— I  pnjiiiis.'  you  my  house, 
thrClcikum,  stood  in  the  .\uld  Town  of  St.  Konan's 
be£)re  ih«^y  wero  horn,  and  it  will  stand  there  afl(rr 
tfiejr  are  himgcd,  as  I  trust  some  of  them  are  like  to 

**  Well,  but  perhaps  your  lodgisr  had  \enn  zeal  for  the 
honour  of  the  house,  and  ban  qniollv  taken  Ininst'lf 
oat  of  hann*s  way,"  said  Mr.  Bindloose;  "for  if  I 
ondcntaud  your  story,  this  meeting  nuvor  took  place."  i 


**Have  less  zeal  f  said  Meg,  determined  lobepleaaad 
with  no  supposition  of  her  lawyer,  "  Mr.  Bindloose^ 
ye  little  ken  him— I  wish  ye  had  seen  him  when  ho 
was  angry!— I  dared  hardly  face  him  rayiell,  and 
there  ore  no  mony  folk  that  I  am  feared  for— Meeting! 
there  was  nae  meiaing,  I  trow— they  never  dared  to 
meet  him  fairly— but  I  am  sure  waur  came  of  it  than 
ever  would  have  come  of  a  meeting ;  for  Anthony 
heard  twa  shots  gang  off  as  he  was  watering  the  aula 
naig  down  at  the  burn,  and  that  is  not  far  frae  the 
fooipatch  that  leads  to  the  Buck-stane.  I  was  angry 
at  him  for  no  making  on  to  see  what  the  matter  was, 
but  he  thought  it  was  auld  Pirner  out  with  the  double 
barrel,  and  ne  wasna  keen  of  making  himself  a  wit- 
ness, in  case  he  suld  have  been  caa'd  on  in  the 
Poaching  Court." 

. "  Wdr  said  the  Sheriff-clerk,  "  and  I  dare  say  he 
did  hear  a  poacher  fire  a  couple  of  shot»— nothing 
more  likely.  Believe  me,  Mrs.  Dods.  your  guest  had 
no  fancy  for  the  party  Captain  MacTurk  invited  him 
to— and  being  a  quiet  sort  of  man,  he  has  just  walked 
away  to  his  own  home,  if  he  has  one— I  am  really 
sorry  you  have  given  yourself  the  trouble  of  this  long 
journey  about  so  simple  a  matter." 

Mrs.  Dods  remained  with  her  eyes  fixed  on  the 
ground  in  a  very  sullen  and  discontented  posture, 
and  when  she  spoke,  it  was  in  a  tone  of  correspond* 
ms  displeasure. 

A  weel  —a  wecl— live  and  learn,  they  say— I  thought 
I  hr.d  a  friend  in  you,  Mr.  Bindloose— I  am  sure  I  aye 
took  your  oart  when  folk  miscaa'd  ye,  and  said  ye 
were  this,  tnat,  and  the  other  thing,  and  little  better 
than  an  auld  sneck-drawing  loon,  Mr.  Bindloose.— 
And  ye  have  aye  keepit  my  penny  of  money,  though, 
nae  doubt.  Tarn  Turnpenny  lives  nearer  me,  and  they 
say  he  allows  half  a  per  cent  mair  than  ye  do  if  the 
siller  lies,  and  mine  is  but  .<ieldom  steered." 

"  But  ye  have  not  the  Bank's  security,  madam," 
said  Mr.  Bindloose,  reddening.  "  I  say  harm  of  nae 
man's  credit— ill  would  it  beseem  me— but  there  is  a 
difference  between  Tarn  Turnpenny  and  the  Bank,  I 
trow." 

''  Wee),  wcp].  Bank  here  Bank  there,  I  thought  I 
had  a  friend  in  you,  Mr.  Bindloose;  and  here  am  I. 
come  from  my  am  house  all  the  way  to  yours  for  sma' 
comfort,  I  think." 

"My  stars,  madam,"  said  the  perplexed  scribe, 
"  what  would  you  have  me  to  do  in  such  a  blind  story 
as  yours,  Mrs.  Dods?— Be  a  thought  reasonable— 
consider  that  there  is  no  Corptut  drlidi" 

"Corpvj?  delicti?  and  what's  that?"  said  Meg: 
"  something  to  be  paid  for,  nae  doubt,  for  your  hard 
words  a'  end  in  that.— And  what  for  suld  1  no  have 
a  Corpus  delicti,  or  a  Habeas  Corpus,  or  ony  other 
Con^us  that  I  like,  sac  lang  as  I  am  willing  to  lick 
and  lay  down  thi'  ready  siller?" 

"  Lord  help  and  paitlon  us,  Mrs.  Dods,"  said  the 
distrrs.ocd  agent,  "ye  mistake  the  matter  a'thegethor  I 
When  I  say  there  is  no  Cftrpus  delicti,  I  mean  to  say 
there  is  no  proof  that  a  crime  has  been  committed."* 

"  And  docs  the  man  say  that  murder  is  not  a  crime, 
then  ?"  answered  Meg,  who  had  taken  her  own  view 
of  the  subiert  far  too  strongly  to  he  converted  lo  any 
other—"  Weel  I  wot  it's  a  crime,  haith  by  the  law  of 
God  and  man.  and  mony  a  pretty  man  haa  been 
strapped  for  it.' 

"I  ken  all  that  very  wecl,"  answered  the  writer; 
"but.  niv  stars,  3Irs.  Dods,  there  is  nae  evidence  of 
murder  m  this  casi^nae  proof  that  a  man  has  been 
slain -nae  producti<m  of  his  dead  body— and  that  is 
what  we  coll  the  Corpus  delicti" 

•*  Wi»f;|,  than,  the  deil  lick  it  out  of  ye,"  said  Meg, 
risini;  in  wrath,  "for  1  will  awa  hume  a^ain  ;  and  as 
for  the  piiir  lad's  Ixxly.  I'll  hae  it  nind  if  it  cost  me 
turning  the  earth  for  three  miles  round  wi' nick  and 
sli(»ol— if  it  wen^  but  to  irive  the  puir  bairn  Christian 
burial,  and  to  bring  p'mi«hment  on  MacTurk  and  the 
murdering  crew  at  the  Waal,  and  to  shame  an  auld 
doit«-.l  fule  like  yourscll,  John  Bindloose." 

She  rose  in  wnith  to  call  her  vehicle;  but  it  wta 
neither  the  interest  nor  the  intention  of  the  writer  that 

•  For  exainple,  a  man  cannot  bft  triiMt  for  murder  merely  in  tha 
ram  of  tlio  non-a|)|>raraoce  of  an  iMlivtdiwl  ;  Uiaro  niul  be 
proof  Uiat  the  irnrty  kias  beea  i 
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htm  cuBtomer  ind  he  should  part  on  such  indifTerent 
terms.  He  iinplored  her  patience,  and  reminded  her 
that  the  horses,  poor  thines,  had  just  come  off  their 
stage— an  argument  which  sounded  irresistible  in  the 
ears  of  the  old  she-publican,  in  whoae  early  education 
due  care  of  the  post-cattle  mingled  with  the  most 
sacrcd  duties.  She  therefore  resumed  her  seat  a{^in 
in  a  sullen  mood,  and  Mr.  Bindlooae  was  cudgeling  his 
brains  for  some  aruument  which  might  bring  the  old 
lady  to  reason,  when  his  attention  was  drawn  by  a 
noise  in  the  passage. 

CHAPTER  XV. 

A  PEAISSa  OP  PAST  TIMBS. 

Now  your  trmveller. 

Ha  and  bit  toutbpick  at  my  wonbip  ■  meM. 

King  JOtiL 

Tm  noise  stated  at  the  conclusion  of  last  chapter 
to  have  disturbed  Mr.  Bindloose,  was  the  rapping  of 
one,  as  in  haste  and  impatience,  at  the  Bank-oflice 
door,  which  office  was  an  apartment  of  the  Banker's 
housei  on  the  left  hand  of  his  passage,  as  the  parlonr 
in  which  he  had  received  Mrs.  Dods  was  upon  the 

In  general,  this  office  was  patent  to  all  having  busi- 
neas  there ;  but  at  present,  whatever  might  oe  the 
hurry  of  the  party  who  knocked,  the  clerks  within  the 
ofiioe  could  not  admit  him.  bemg  themselves  made 
luisoners  by  the  prudent  Jjealousv  of  Mr.  Bindloose,  to 

B event  them  from  listening  to  his  consultation  with 
rs.  Dods.  They  therefore  answered  the  angry  and 
impatient  knocking  of  the  stranger  only  with  stifled 
ratlins  ^ni  within,  finding  it  no  doubt  an  excellent 
wEe,  that  their  mastcr^s  precaution  was  thua  inter- 
liBring  with  their  own  discoarge  of  duty. 

With  one  or  two  hearty  curses  upon  them,  as  the 
regular  plagues  of  his  lifiEL  Mr.  Bindloose  darted  into 
the  passage,  and  admitted  the  stranger  into  his  official 
apartment.  The  doors  both  of  the'parlour  and  office 
remaining  open,  the  earsof  Luckie  Dods  (experienced, 
as  the  reader  knows,  in  collecting  intelligence)  could 
partly  overhear  what  paased.  The  conversation 
seemed  to  regard  a  cash  transaction  of  some  im- 
portance, as  Meg  became  aware  when  the  stranger 
raised  a  voice  which  was  naturally  sharp  and  high,  as 
he  did  when  uttering  the  folkiwing  words,  towards 
the  doae  of  a  conversation  which  had  lasted  about 
five  minutes— "  Premium  ?— Not  a  pice,  sir— not  a 
courie— not  a  farthing— premium  for  a  Bank  of  Eng- 
land bill?— d'ye  take  me  for  a  fooL  sir?— do  not  I 
know  that  you  call  forty  days  par  when  you  give  re- 
mittances to  London  7" 

Mr.  Bindloose  was  here  beard  to  mutter  something 
indistinctly  about  the  custom  of  the  trade. 

** Custom !"  retorted  the  stranger,  "no such  thinfr— 
damn'd  bad  custom,  if  it  is  one— don't  tell  me  of 
euatoms— 'Sbodikins,  man,  I  know  the  rate  of  ex- 
change all  over  the  world,  and  have  drawn  bills  from 
Timbuctoo— My  frienda  in  the  Strand  filed  it  along 
with  Bruce's  from  Gondai^talk  to  me  of  premium  on 
a  Bank  of  England  post-bill !— What  d'ye  look  at  the 
bill  fur  7— D'ye  think  it  doubtful  7—1  can  change  it" 

**Bv  no  means  necessary,"  answered  Bindloose. 
*'  the  Dill  :8 quite  right ;  but  it  is  usual  to  indorse,  sir.' 

"Certainly— reach  me  a  pen— d'ye  think  lean  write 
with  my  rattan  7— What  aort  of  ink  is  this  7— yellow 
as  cuny  sauce — never  mind— there  is  my  name- 
Peregrine  Touchwood— I  got  it  from  the  Wilioughbies, 
my  Christian  name— Have  I  my  full  change  here?" 

**  Your  full  change,  sir,"  answered  Bindloose. 

**  Why,  you  should  give  me  a  premium,  friend,  in- 
stead of  me  giving  you  one." 

"It  is  out  of  our  way,  I  assure  yon,  sir,"  said  the 
Banker,  "quire  out  of  our  way— but  if  vou  would  stip 
into  the  parlour  and  take  a  nip  of  tea' 

**  Why,  ay,"  said  the  stranger,  his  voice  sounding 
more  distinctly  as  (talking  all  the  while,  and  ushered 
along  by  Mr.  Bindloose)  he  left  the  office  and  moved 
towards  the  parlour,  "  a  cup  of  tea  were  no  such  bad 
thing,  if  one  could  come  by  it  genuine— but  as  for 

Tour  premium" So  sayir.z,  he  entered  the  par- 

lonr,  and  made  his  bow  to  Mre.  Dods,  who.  seeing 
what  the  called  a  decent,  poipoae-like  body,  audi 


aware  that  his  pocket  was  replenished  with  English 
and  Scottish  paper  currency,  returned  the  compliment 
with  her  best  curtsey. 

Mr.  Touchwood,  when  surveyed  more  at  leisun^ 
was  a  short,  stout,  active  man,  who,  though  sixty 
years  of  age  and  upwards,  retained  in  bis  sinews  ana 
frame  the  elasticity  of  an  earlier  period.  His  counte- 
nance expressed  self-confidence,  and  something  liks 
a  contempt  for  those  Mho  had  neither  seen  nor  en- 
dured so  much  as  he  had  himself.  His  short  black 
hair  was  mingled  with  gray,  but  not  entirely  whitened 
by  it.  His  eyes  were,  jet-black,  deip-aet,  small,  aiid 
sparkling,  and  contributed,  with  a  snort  turned-iD 
nose,  to  express  an  irritable  and  choleric  habit  H» 
complexion  was  burnt  to  a  bnck-colonr  by  the  vicis- 
situdes of  cUmaie,  to  which  it  had  been  subjected; 
and  his  face,  which  at  the  distance  of  a  yard  or  im 
seemed  hale  and  smooth,  appeared,  when  closely  «i- 
amined,  to  be  seamed  with  a  million  of  wrinak^ 
crossing  each  other  in  every  direction  possible,  bat  aa 
fine  as  if  drawn  bv  the  point  of  a  ven*  small  needle:* 
His  dress  was  a  blue  coat  and  buff  waiat coat,  hatf* 
boots  remarkably  well  blacked,  and  a  silk  handker- 
chief tied  with  military  precision.  The  only  anti- 
quated part  of  his  drees  was  a  cocked  hat  of  eqailatt- 
ral  dimensions,  in  the  button-hole  of  which  he  wwi 
a  very  small  cockade.  Mra.  Dods,  accustomed  lo 
judge  of  persons  by  their  first  appearance,  said,  that 
m  three  steps  which  he  made  from  the  door  te  thi 
tea-table,  she  recognised,  without  the  possibility  of 
mistake,  the  gait  of  a  person  who  was  well  to  pass  n 
the  world ;  "and  that,"  she  added  with  a  wink,  **ia 
what  we  victuallere  are  seldom  deceived  in.  If  a  gold- 
laced  waistcoat  has  an  empty  pouch,  the  plain  swan't 
down  will  be  the  brawerof  the  twa." 

"A  drizzling  morning,  good  madam,"  aaid  Ml 
Touchwood,  as  with  a  view  of  sounding  what  sort  of 
company  h^^  had  got  into. 

"  A  fin^  ^aft  mOTning  for  the  crap,  air,"  uuwnni 
Mrit.  Dodi*,  with  equal  solemnity. 

"RiMhi,  my  good  madam;  «q/2  is  the  very  woii 
thouj^h  ii  h  as  been  sometime  since  I  heard  iL  I  have 
caat  a  duubJi  hank  about  the  round  world  aince  IliM 
heard  of  a  stoft*  morning." 

"Yon  W\\\  be  from  these  parts,  then?"  aaid  ihl 
writer,  ingeniously  putting  a  case,  which,  he  hoMd. 
would  induce  the  stranger  to  explain  himself.  "  Aia 
yet,  sir,"  he  added,  after  a  pause,  "  I  waa  tbinkim 
that  Touchwood  is  not  a  Scottish  name,  at  least  tfcil 
I  ken  of." 

"  Scottish  name 7— no,"  replied  the  traveller;  "bn 
a  man  may  have  been  in  these  parts  before.  wiiboM 
being  a  native— or,  being  a  native,  he  may  nave  ksi 
some  reason  to  change  his  name— there  are  maai 
reasons  whv  men  change  their  names." 

"Certainty,  and  some  of  them  very  good  one^^ 
said  the  lawyer ;  "  as  in  the  common  case  of  an  bar 
of  entail,  where  deed  of  provision  and  tailzie  is  l 
ordinarily  implemented  by  taking  up  name 
arms." 

"  Ay,  or  in  the  case  of  a  man  having  made  thee 
try  too  hot  for  him  under  his  own  proper  appellatiTc^" 
said  Mr.  Touchwood.  ^ 

"That  is  a  supposition,  sir,"  replied  the  lawyv, 
"which  it  would  ill  become  me  to  put.— But  at  any 
rate,  if  you  knew  this  country  formerly,  ye  cannot  bvl 
be  marvellously  pleased  with  the  change  we  havt 
been  making  since  the  American  wsr— hill -sides  bear- 
ing clover  instead  of  heather— rtnts  doubled,  trebled, 
quadrupled— the  auld  reckic  dungeons  pulled  dow]L 
and  gentlemen  living  in  as  good  houses  as  yon  will 
see  any  where  in  England." 

"Much  good  may  it  do  them,  for  a  pack  of  Ibobr* 
replied  Mr.  Touchwood,  hsstily. 

"  You  do  not  seem  much  delighted  with  oar  im- 
provements, sir  7"  said  the  banker,  astonished  to  hear 

dissentient  voice  where  he  conceived  all  men  wcve 
unanimous. 

'Pleased  !"  answered  the  stranger—"  Yea,  as  moch 
pleased  as  I  am  with  the  devil,  who  I  believe  set  many 

«  Thia  wa«  a  ptNniliirity  ia  the  eoanteMooe  of  Um  ctMmlii 
(kMMck  leader,  Platoff. 
t  An  eptthei  wluehttpivMM,  io  Scotland,  what  the  bsiaa» 
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•f  tbem  aiding.  Ye  hove  rot  an  idea  that  every  thin;; 
■Ml  be  rhanf^ec}— Unstable  bh  water,  ye  shall  not 
cwel— I  teH  yc  there  have  been  more  changes  in  this 
poor  nook  ot  yours  within  the  last  forty  years,  than 
■  ibe  grrat  empires  of  the  East  for  the  space  of  four 
Aounnd,  iur  what  I  know." 
"And  why  not,*'  rRplied  Bindloose,  "if  they  be 
for  the  better  r 


"Bni  they  are  not  for  the  better,"  replied  Mr.  Touch- 
nood,  eagerly.  "  I  left  your  peasantry  as  poor  as  rats 
■deed,  but  honest  and  industrious,  enduring  their  lot 
■  this  world  with  firmnessj  and  looking  forward  to 
Aenext  with  hone— Now  they  are  mere  eye-servants 
-looking  at  their  watches,  forsooth,  every  ten  min- 
Wa,  lest  they  should  work  for  their  master  half  an 
iBKint  after  losing-time— And  then,  instead  of 
ftdfing  the  Bible  on  the  work  days,  to  kittle  the 
rmcn  with  doubtful  points  of  controversy  on  the 
aih,  they  ^lean  all  their  theology  from  Tom 
mor  and  Voltaire." 

"Wed  I  wot  the  gentleman  speaks  truth,"  said 
Ini  pods.  "  I  fand  a  bundle  of  their  bawbee  blas- 
teiies  in  my  ain  kitchen— But  I  trow  I  made  a 
lean  house  ofthe  packman  loon  that  brought  them ! 
-No  content  wi*  turning  the  tawpies*  heads  wi'  baU 
ui%  and  driving  them  daA  wi'  ribands,  to  cheat 
ban  out  of  their  precious  souls^  and  gic  them  the 
aefil's  ware,  that  I  suld  say  sac,  in  exchange  for  the 
iller  that  suld  support  their  puir  father  that's  afT 
nrk  and  bedridden  !" 

"Father !  madam,"  said  the  stranger;  "  they  think 
0  more  of  their  father  than  Regan  or  GKmeril." 


**ln  good  troth,  ye  have  skeel  of  our  sect,  sir," 
cplied  the  dame;  *^they  are  gomerils.  every  one  of 
hem— I  teJl  them  sae  every  hour  or  the  day,  but 
ateh  thera  profiting  by  the  doctrine." 

"And  then  the  brutes  arc  turned  mercenary, 
Bsdain^"  said  Mr.  Touchwood.  "I  remember  when 
I  Seottishman  would  have  scorned  to  touch  a  shil- 
ioc  thot  he  had  not  earned,  and  yet  was  as  ready  to 
1^  a  stranger  as  an  Arab  of  the  desert.  And  now, 
!  did  but  drop  my  cane  the  other  day  as  I  was  riding 
-«  felbw  who  was  workin;^  at  the  hedge  made  three 
itopa  to  lift  it— I  thanked  mm,  and  my  friend  threw 
lis  hat  on  his  head,  and  'damned  my  thanks,  if  that 
RK  air— Saint  Giles  could  not  have  excelled  him." 

"  Weel,  weel,"  said  the  banker,  "  that  may  be  a'  as 

Ksay,  sir,  and  nac  doubt  wealth  makes  wit  waver; 
the  country's  wealthy,  that  cannot  be  denied, 
Bd  wealth,  sir,  ve  ken" 

"I  know  wealth  makes  itself  wings,"  answered  the 
eyaieal  stranger ;  "  but  I  am  not  quite  sure  wc  have  it 
nai  now.  Von  make  a  great  show,  indeed,  with 
nUing  and  cultivatran ;  but  stock  is  not  capital,  any 
mn  than  the  fat  of  a  corpulent  man  is  health  or 
itien^th." 

''Surely,  Mr.  Touchwood,"  said  Bindloose,  who 
ttt  hii  own  account  in  the  modem  improvements, 
"i  set  of  lamllords,  living  like  lairds  in  good  earnest, 
Ipd  tenants  with  better  housekeeping  than  the  lairds 
■ad  to  have,  and  facing.  Whitsunday  and  Martinmas 
n  I  would  face  my  breakfast— if  these  arc  not  sixns 
Bf  wealth,  I  do  not  know  where  to  seek  for  them.'^ 
,  "Thev  are  signs  of  folly,  sir,"  replied  Touchwood ; 
.felly  that  is  poor,  and  renders  itself  poorer,  by  de- 
(ring  to  be  thought  rich ;  and  how  they  come  by  the 
leans  they  are  so  ostentatious  of.  you,  who  are  a 
anker,  perhaps  can  tell  me  better  than  I  can  guess." 

"There  is  maybe  an  accommodation  bill  dis- 
nonted  now  and  then^  Mr.  Touchwood;  but  men 
lust  have  accoinmodauon,orthe  world  would  stand 
till— accommoilation  is  the  grease  that  makes  the 
rhfjels  go." 

**  Ay.  makes  them  go  down  hill  to  the  devil,"  an- 
wered  Touchwood.  "I  left  you  bothered  about  one 
yr  bank,  but  the  whole  country  is  an  Air  bank  now. 
think— And  uho  is  to  pay  the  piper?— But  it's  all 
ne— I  will  Fce  little  more  of  it— it  is  a  perfect  Bahpj, 
nd  would  turn  the  head  of  a  man  who  has  spent  his 
fe  With  peuple  who  love  sitting  better  than  running, 
\\nco  betU'T  than  speaking,  who  never  eat  but  when 
ley  are  hungry,  never  drink  but  when  thirsty,  never 
High  without  a  iest,  and  never  apeak  but  when  they 
■ve  somethiiv  to  say.   But  horob  it  is  all  nm,  ridob 
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and  drive— froth,  foam,  and  flippancy— no  steadiness 
—no  character. 

"I'll  lay  the  burden  of  my  life,"  said  Dame  Dods, 
looking  towards  her  friend  Bindloose,  "  that  the  gen- 
tleman has  been  at  the  new  Spaw-waal  yonder r 

"  Spaw  do  you  call  it.  madam  7— If  you  mean  the 
now  csinbiishnient  that  has  been  spawned  down  yon- 
der at  St.  Roiian's,  it  is  the  very  fountain-head  of 
folly  and  coxcombry- a  Babel  for  noise,  and  a  Van- 
ity-fair for  nonsense— no  well  in  your  swamps  te- 
nanted by  such  a  conceited  colony  of  clamorous 
frogs." 

Sir,  sir!"  exclaimed  Dame  Dods,  delighted  with 
the  unqualified  sentence  passed  upon  her  fashionable 
rivals,  and  eager  to  testify  her  respect  for  the  judi- 
cious stranger  who  had  pronounced  it,-"  will  you  let 
me  have  the  pleasure  of  pouring  you  out  a  dish  of 
tea?"  And  so  saying,  she  took  oustling possession 
of  the  administration  which  had  hitherto  remained  in 
the  hands  of  Mr.  Bindloose  himself.  "I  hope  it  is  to 
your  taste,  sir,"  she  continued,  when  the  traveller 
had  accepted  her  courtepy  with  the  grateful  acknow- 
ledgment, which  men  adaicted  to  speak  a  great  deal 
usually  show  to  a  willing  auditor. 

"It  is  as  good  as  we  have  any  right  to  expect, 
ma'am,"  answered  Mr.  Touchwood ;  not  quite  like 
what  I  have  drunk  at  Canton  with  old  Fong  Qua:— 
but  the  Celestial  empire  docs  not  send  its  best  tea  to 
Leadenhall  Street,  nor  does  Leadenhall  Street  seod 
its  best  to  March  thorn." 

"That  may  be  very  true,  sir,"  replied  the  dame; 
"  but  I  will  venture  to  say  that  Mr.  Bindloose's  tea 
is  niuckle  better  than  you  had  at  the  Spaw-waai 
yonder." 

"  Tea,  madam  !— I  saw  none— Ash  l^ves  and 
black-thorn  leaves  were  brought  in  in  painted  canis- 
ters, and  handed  about  by  powder-monkeys  in  livenr, 
and  consumed  by  those  who  liked  it,  amidst  the 
chattering  of  parrots  and  the  squalling  of  kittens.  I 
longed  for  the  days  of  the  Spectator,  when  I  might 
have  laid  niy  penny  on  the  bar,  and  retired  without 
ceremony— But  no— this  blessed  decoction  was  circu- 
lated under  the  auspices  of  some  half-crazed  blue- 
stocking or  other,  and  we  were  saddled  with  all  the 
formality  of  nn  entertainment,  for  this  miserable  al- 
lowance of  a  cockle-shell  full  of  cat-lap  per  head." 

"  Weel,  sir"  answered  Dame  Dods,  all  I  can  say 
is,  that  if  it  had  been  my  luck  to  have  served  you  at 
the  Clcikum  Inn,  which  our  folk  have  kept  for  these 
twa  generations,  I  canna  pretend  to  say  ye  should 
have  nad  such  tea  as  ye  have  been  used  to  in  foreign 
parts  where  it  grows,  but  the  best  I  had  I  wad  have 
gi'en  it  to  a  fifentleman  of  your  appearance,  and  I 
never  charged  mair  than  sixpence  in  all  my  time,  and 
my  father's  before  me." 

"  I  wish  I  had  known  the  Old  Inn  was  still  stand- 
ing, madam,"  said  the  traveller;  "I  should  certainly 
have  been  your  guest,  and  sent  down  for  the  water 
every  mommg— the  doctore  insist  I  must  use  Chel- 
tenham, or  some  substitute,  for  the  bile— though, 
d— n  them,  I  believe  it's  only  to  hide  their  own  ieno- 
rance.  And  I  thought  this  Spaw  would  have  been 
the  least  evil  of  the  two ;  Imt  I  have  been  fairly  over- 
reached—one miicht  as  well  live  in  the  inside  of  a  bell. 
I  think  young  St.  Ronan's  must  be  mad,  to  have 
established  euch  a  Vanity-fair  upon  his  father's  old 
properly. 

"  Do  you  ken  this  St.  Ronan's  thAt  now  is?"  in- 
quired the  dame,  .         .    .. ,      - 

"  By  report  only,"  said  Mr.  Touchwood ;  hut  I 
have  heard  of  the  ipmily,  and  I  think  I  have  read  of 
them,  loo,  in  Scottish  history.  I  am  sorry  to  under- 
stand they  are  lower  in  the  world  than  they  have 
been.  This  young  man  does  not  seem  to  take  the 
best  way  to  mend  matters,  spending  his  time  among 
gamblere  and  black-legs." 

"  I  should  be  sorry  if  it  were  so,"  said  honest  Meg 
Dods,  whoso  herwlitary  respect  for  the  family.alwaya 
kept  her  from  joining  in  any  scandal  affecting  the 
charactt.  r  of  the  youpg  Laird—"  My  forbears,  sir  have 
had  kindness  (nn  his ;  and  although  maybe  he  may 
have  forg^Mten  all  about  it,  it  wad  ill  become  me  to 
say  ony  th  imi  of  biin  that  should  not  be  said  of  hit 
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Mr.  Bindloote  haa  not  the  same  motive  for  fnr- 1 
bearnnce ;   he  declaimed    against   Mowbrav   as    a  | 
tfaoughileaadisFJpaterof hisown  fortune,  and  thai  of. 
others.    **  I  have  some  reason  to  speak,"  he  satd^ 
"having  two  of  hia  notes  for  L.10n  each,  which  I 
ditfcounted  out  of  mere  kindncsa  and  respect  for  \u»  i 
ancient  family,  and  which  he  thinks  nae  mair  nf  I 
retiring,  than  he  does  of  paying  the  national  debi- 
And  here  has  he  been  raking  every  shop  in  March-  ' 
thorn,  to  fit  out  an  entertainment  for  all  the  fine  folk  I 
at  the  Well  yonder ;  and  tradesfolk  are  obliged  [o  i 
take  .lis  acceptances  for  their  furnishings.    But  the>  i 
may  cash  his  bills  that  will ;  I  ken  ane  (hat  will  nev^r  i 
advance  a  bawbee  on  ony  paper  that  haa  John  Mow- 
bray either  on  the  back  or  front  of  it.    He  had  mair 
need  to  be  paying  the  debts  which  he  haa  madt' 
already,  than  making  new  ancs,  that  be  may  feed 
fules  and  flatterers." 

"  I  believe  he  ia  likely  to  lose  his  preparation  b. 
too,"  said  Mr.  Touchwood,  ''for  the  entertainment  hjiB 
been  put  off.  as  I  heard,  in  consequence  of  Mii^ei 
Moworay'a  illness." 

"  Ay,  ay,  puir  thing  I"  said  Dame  Margaret  Dm  I?  ^ 
"her  nealtn  has  been  unsettled  for  this  mony  a 
da/." 

^*  Something  wronx  here,  they  tell  me,"  said  iho 
traveller,  pointing  to  his  own  forehead  significantly. 

"God  only  kens,"  replied  Mrs.  Dods;  "but  I 
rather  suspect  the  heart  than  the  head— the  puir  thin^ 
ia  bdrried  here  and  there,  and  down  to  the  Waal,  and 
im  again,  and  nae  society  or  quiet  at  hame;  and  a' 
thing  ganging  this  unthrifty  gait— nae  wonder  ahe  j^  [ 
no  that  weel  aettled." 

**  Well,"  replied  Touchwood,  "  she  is  worse  tlu^y  \ 
say  than  ahe  has  been,  and  that  has  occasioned  ihr 
party  at  Shaws-Castle  having  been  put  off.    Besidt  ^ 
now  thia  fine  young  lord  has  come  down  to  the  Well, 
widoubtedlv  they  will  wait  her  recovery." 

"  A  lord  r  ejaculated  the  astonished  Mrs.  Dods  i 
**  a  lord  come  down  to  the  Waal— they  will  be  neither 
to  baud  nor  to  bind  now— ance  wud  and  aye  waur— 
a  lord !— set  them  up  and  shute  thoni  forward— a  lord  ! 
—the  Lord  have  a  care  o'us !— a  lord  at  the  bottle  !- 
Maiater  Touchwood,  it's  my  mind  ho  will  only  prove 
to  be  a  Lord  o'  Session." 

"Nay,  not  ao^  my  good  lady,"  replied  the  travellrr. 
"heia  an  English  lord,  and,  as  they  say,  a  lord  ut 
Parliament— but  aoiue  folks  pretend  to  say  there  i^  n 
flaw  in  the  title." 

"  I'll  warrant  is  there— a  dozen  of  them  f  said  M^^i^, 
with  alacrity— for  ahe  could  by  no  means  endure  U) 
think  on  the'  accumulation  of  dignity  likely  to  accni^ 
to  the  rival  establishment,  from  its  becoming  Tbr 
reaklcnce  of  an  actual  nobleman.  "I'll  warrant  bi^'ll 

trove  a  landlouping  lord  on  their  hand,  and  they  will 
e  e'en  cheap  o'  the  loaa— And  he  has  come  down 
out  of  order  it  a  like,  and  nae  doubt  he'll  no  be  \»n^ 
there  before  he  will  recover  his  health,  for  the  crtdit 
of  the  Spaw." 

"Faith,  madam,  his  present  disorder  is  one  whirh 
the  Spaw  will  hardly  cure— he  is  shot  in  the  shouldfT 
with  a  pistol-bullet— a  robbery  attempted,  it  aecme- 
that  is  one  of  y;our  new  accomplishments — no  Buch 
thing  happened  in  Scotland  in  my  time— men  would 
have  sooner  expected  to  meet  with  the  phoenix  tfaiui 
with  a  highwayman." 

"  And  where  did  thia  happen,  if  you  please,  air  T^ 
aekod  the  man  of  billa. 

"  Somewhere  near  the  old  village,"  replied  iht 
Mtranger;  "and  if  I  am  rightly  informed,  on  Yfinl- 
ne^day  last." 

"  This  explains  your  twa  shots,  I  am  thinkiniT. 
Mrs.  Dods,''  said  Mr.  Bindlooso ;  "  your  groom  hea  rri 
them  on  the  Wednesday— it  must  have  been  itiip 
attack  on  the  stranger  nobleman." 

"Maybe  it  was,  and  maybe  it  was  not,"  said  Mrfi. 
Dods ;  "  but  I'll  sec  gude  reason  before  I  give  up  my 
Bin  judgment  in  that  case.— I  would  like  to  ken  tf 
thia  gpntlrman,"  she  added,  returning  to  the  subj^^ci 
from  which  Mr.  Touchwood's  interesting  conversa- 
tion had  for  a  few  minutes  diverted  her  thoughts, 
"  hna  heard  aught  of  Mr.  Tirl?" 

"If  you  mean  the  peraon  to  whom  this  paper 
relates  said  the  stranger,  taking  a  printed  handbiU 


from  his  pocket,  *'  1  heard  of  little  else— the  whob 
placp  rang  of  him,  till  I  was  almost  as  sick  of  Tvrre] 
as  William  Rufus  was.  Some  idiotical  quarrel  wnicl! 
he  had  engaged  in.  and  which  he  had  not  fought  out 
as  their  wisdom  thought  he  should  have  done,  wai 
the  pnnciple  cause  of  censure.  That  ia  another  fbl]| 
now,  which  has  gained  ground  among  you.  Formeii| 
two  old  proud  lairda,  or  cadets  of  good  family, 
perhaps,  quarrelled,  and  had  a  rencontre,  or  fought 
a  duel  after  the  fashion  of  their  old  Gothic  ancestora; 
but  men  who  had  no  grandfathere  never  dreamt  of 
such  folly— And  here  the  folk  denounce  a  trumpery 
dauher  of  canvass,  for  such  I  understand  to  be  thu 
hero's  occupation,  as  if  he  were  a  field-officer,  who 
made  valour  his  profession ;  and  who,  if  vou  deprived 
him  of  his  honour,  was  like  to  be  depnvta  of  his  bread 
at  the  same  time.— Ha,  ha,  ha  !  it  reminds  one  of  Doa 
Quixote^  who  took  his  neighbour,  Samson  Carraeco, 
for  a  knmht-errant." 

The  pirusal  of  thia  paper,  which  contained  the  notes 
formerly  laid  before  tne  reader,  containing  the  state- 
ment of  Sir  Bingo,  and  the  censure  which  the  com- 
pany at  the  Well  had  thought  fit  to  pass  upon  his 
aflair  with  Mr.  Tyrrel,  induced  Mr.  Binakwse  to  say  to 
Mrs.  Dods,  with  aa  little  exultation  on  the  superioiity 
of  his  own  judgment  as  human  nature  would  permit,— 

"  Ye  see  now  that  I  was  right,  Mrs.  Dods,  and  that 
there  was  nae  earthly  use  in  your  fashing  yourrell  wi' 
this  lang  journey— The  lad  had  just  trcn  the  beni 
rather  than  face  Sir  Bingo :  and  troth,  I  think  him 
the  wiser  of  the  twa  for  sae  doing— There  ye  hae  print 
for  it." 

Meg  answered  somewhat  sullenly,  "  Ye  may  bt 
mistaken,  for  a'  that,  your  ainsell,  for  as  wise  aa  yc 
are,  Mr.  Bindloose;  1  shall  hae  that  matter  mail 
ii^[riL-Hy  inquired  into." 

Tlii?  led  to  a  renewal  of  the  altercation  concemio^ 
he  probable  fate  of  TyntJ,  in  the  course  of  which  the 
siTttng^t  WHS  induced  to  take  some  interest  in  the 
suhjfti, 

Al  len^h  Mrs.  Dods,  receiving  no  countenance 
fn>m  !bt:  rxpcrienced  lawyer  for  the  hypothesis  ib# 
hnd  hni'i'  n>8e,  in  something  like  dii^pleasure,  to 
onlcr  her  whiskey  to  be  prepared.  But  hostess  as  she 
was  herselC  when  in  her  own  dominions,  she  rerkooni 
without  her  host  in  the  pn-sent  instance;  for  the 
humpbacked  pontilion,  as  absolute  in  his  department 
as  mT9.  Dods  herself,  declared  that  the  caitle  would 
not  be  fit  for  the  road  these  two  hours  yet  The  good 
lady  was  therefore  obliged  to  wait  his  plea8uri\  bitierly 
lamenting  all  the  while  the  loss  M'hich  a  house  ot 
public  entertainment  was  sure  to  sustain  by  the  air- 
sence  of  the  landlord  or  landlady,  and  anticipating  a 
long  list  of  broken  dishes,  miscalculated  recKonin{|B, 
unarrangrd  chambers,  and  other  dieastrre,  which  the 
was  to  expect  at  her  return.  Mr.  Bindhn^se,  zcaloitf 
to  recover  the  regard  of  bib  good  friend  and  diem, 
which  he  had  in  some  degree  forfeited  by  contradict- 
ing her  on  a  favourite  suHject,  did  not  choose  to  owf 
the  unpleasing,  though  obvious  topic  of  consolniioiA 
that  an  unfrequented  inn  is  little  exposed  to  the  acci- 
dents she  apprehended.  On  the  contrary,  he  condoled 
with  her  very  cordially,  and  went  so  far  as  to  hiai, 
that  if  Mr.  Touchwootl  had  come  to  Marchthorn  with 
post-horses,  as  he  supposed  from  his  dress,  she  could 
nave  the  advantage  of  them  to  return  with  more 
despatch  to  St.  Ronan's. 

"I  am  not  sure,"  said  Mr.  Touchwood,  suddenlr. 
"but  I  may  return  there  myself.  In  that  case  1  wU 
be  glad  to  set  this  good  lady  down,  and  to  stay  a  few 
days  at  her  house  if  she  wnl  receive  me.- 1  respect  a 
woman  like  you,  ma'am,  who  pursue  the  occupation 
of  your  father— I  have  been  in  countricfs  ma'atn, 
where  people  have  followed  the  same  trade,  from 
father  to  son.  for  thousands  of  years — And  I  like  tha 
fashion— it  shows  a  steadiness  and  sobriety  of  cliS' 
racter." 

Mrs.  Dods  put  on  a  joyous  countenance  at  this  pro- 
posal, protesting  that  all  should  be  done  in  her  powrt 
to  make  thinga  agreeable;  and  while  her  good  uiena 
Mr.  Bindloosc,  expatiated  upon  the  comfort  her  nev 
guest  would  experience  at  tne  Clcikum,  she  ailentjl 
contemplated  with  delight  the  prospect  of  a  speedy 
and  dasxUng  triumph,  by  carrying  off  a  creditabi 
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cn«romcr  from  her  showy  and  successful  rival  at  the 
Well. 

*'  I  shall  \ui  easily  ncrommodated,  ma'am,"  said  the 
»iran.3L'r:  "I  have  travel Iwl  tew  much  and  too  far  to 
ke  tronbUsome.  A  Spanish  venta,  a  Persian  khan, 
or  a  Turkish  caravansemil,  is  all  llie  same  to  me  — 
Dniy,  as  I  have  no  servant— indeed,  never  can  be 
pla^niwl  with  one  of  these  idle  loitfrers,— I  must  be.a: 
^o»  will  s'.-od  to  the  Well  for  a  bottle  of  the  wafer  on 
Huch  morninc^s  as  I  cannot  walk  there  myself— I  find 
II  \9  renily  of  some  servicx?  to  me." 

Mrs.  Dods  readily  promiBc^i  compliance  with  this 
rwisoTinhfe  request ;  cracionslyr  conceding,  that  there 
**t^»!ild  bo  nac  ill  in  the  water  itscU,  but  mav  be  some 
fnide— it  was  only  the  New  Inn,  and  the  daft  liaverils 
Jiai  they  caa'd  the  Company,  that  she  misliked. 
ir^olk  had  a  jest  that  St.  Konaii  dookit  the  Decvil  in 
Ihc  Waal,  which  garr'd  it  taste  aye  since  of  brimstane 
—but  she  dared  to  say  that  was  a'  papist  nonsense, 
\)T  tthe  was  telft  by  nim  that  kend  weel,  and  that 
was  the  minister  himsell,  that  St.  Ronan  was  nane 
>f  your  idolatrous  Roman  satints,  but  a  Chaldeo," 
tmeaninc  prolmbly  a  f  Juldee,)  "  whilk  was  doubtless 
t  Vf ry  ilifllrent  story." 

Matters  bcin?  thus  arranged  to  the  satisfaction  of 
both  parties,  tht? post-chaise  wasordcred,  and  speediU' 
ippcared  at  the  door  of  Mr.  Rindloose's  mansion.  It 
was  not  without  a  private  feeling  of  reluctance,  that 
tnne«»t  Meg  mounted  the  step  of  a  vehicle,  on  the  door 
of  which  was  painted,  "Fi)X  Isw  and  Hotel,  St. 
EIoxan's  Well;"  but  it  was  too  late  to  start  such 
fcnii>lcs. 

"i  never  thmight  to  have  entered  ane  o'  their  hur- 
ley-harkets,"  she  said,  as  she  seated  herself;  "and 
sic  a  like  thing  as  it  is— scarce  room  for  twa  folk !— 
Wi«l  I  wol,  Mr.  Touchwood,  when  I  was  in  the  hiring 
line,  our  twa  chaises  wad  hae  carried,  ilk  aneo'  them, 
four  grown  folk  and  as  tnony  bairns.  I  tnist  that 
doitH  creatun;  Anthony  will  come  awa  back  wi'  my 
srhiskejr  and  the  cattle,  as  soon  as  they  have  had 
iheir  feed.— Are  ye  sure  ye  hae  room  cneugh,  sir?— I 
wad  fain  hotch  mysell  farther  ypnt." 

"O.  ma*am,"  answeri*d  the  Oriental.  "1  am  accus- 
tomed to  all  sorts  of  conveyances— a  dooly,  a  litter,  a 
cart  n  palanquin,  or  a  post-chdise,  are  all  alike  to  me 
^  think  T  could  be  an  inside  with  Queen  Mab  in  a 
nutshell,  rather  than  not  get  forward.— Begging  you 
nimy  pardons,  if  yoti  have  no  particular  objections,  I 
wiU  light  my  shcroot,"  dtc.  &c.  &c. 


CHAPTER  XVI. 

THE    CLEItGYMAN. 
A  niM  li^  WM  to  all  the  rountrjr  dniir, 
And  iMUkiiRf  rich  with  forty  pound*  R-yrar. 

Oouib.MiTH'i  Deserted  VUlagt. 
Mas.  DoDs's  conviction,  that  her  friend  Tvrrel  had 
been  murdered  by  the  sanguinary  Captain  MacTurk, 
Rmaincd  firm  and  unshaken;  but  some  researches* 
for  the  supposiid  body  having  been  found  fniitlcss,  as 
wdl  as  expensive,  b-'.ie  began  to  give  up  the  matter  in 
despair.  "  She  had  done  her  duty"—"  she  left  the 
matter^  to  them  that  had  a  charge  onent  such 
tnings'— and  *' Providence  would  bring  the  mystery 
10  jiyhi  in  his  own  fitting  time"— such' were  the  mo- 
rabth-s  with  which  the  good  dame  consoled  herself; 
tnd.  with  less  obstinacy  than  Mr.  Bindloose  had  ex- 
rectf-d,  she  n-tnincd  her  opinion  without  changing 
her  banker  and  man  of  busmess. 

Perhrins  Meg  a  actiuiescent  inactivity  in  a  matter 
which  she  had  threatened  to  probe  so  det-plv,  was 
panjy  owinc  to  »hc  place  of  poor  Tyrrel  being  sup- 
plied in  her  blue  chamber,  and  in  her  dailv  thoughts 
tnd  cares,  by  hot  ww  giKSt,  Mr.  Touchwood;  in 
p()Sfi(«ping  whom,  a  deserter  as  he  was  from  the 
wtll,  she  ol>iained,  accord in;^;  to  her  view  of  the  mat- 
ter, a  ili-cided  triumph  ov<  r  her  rivals.  It  sometimes 
reauircil,  hf>wrver,  the  full  force  of  this  n-fieciion,  to 
induci-  >I»  g,  old  and  crabbed  as  Bhe  wus,  to  submit  to 
the  various  capric!.*  and  exactions  of  attonlion  which 
wtre  displayed  by  h«'r  new  lodjier.  Never  any  man 
la^ed  so  much  as  Touchwood,  of  his  habitual  in- 
uiJerLDCc  1J  food,  and  accommodation  in  travelUng} 


and  probably  there  never  was  tiny  traveller  who  gave 
more  trouble  in  a  house  of  entertainment.  He  had 
his  o^n  whims  about  cookery ;  and  when  these  were 
contradicted,  especially  if  he  felt  at  the  same  time  a 
twingv!  of  incmient  gout,  one  would  have  thought  he 
had  taken  his  lessons  in  thcpastlry^shopof  Hedfeddui 
Has8an,  and  was  ready  to  renew  the  scene  of  the  un- 
happy cream-tart,  which  was  compounded  without 
pepper.  Every  now  and  then  he  started  some  new 
doctrine  in  cuhnary  maltcns  which  Mrs.  Dods  deemed 
a  heres>' ;  and  then  the  very  house  rang  wirn  tht.ir 
disputes.  Again,  his  hetl  must  necessarily  be  mad« 
at  a  certain  angle  from  the  pillow  to  thefootposts; 
and  the  slighirst  deviation  fn)rn  this  di«turbt»d,  he 
said,  his  nocturnal  rest,  and  did  crrtninly  ruliic  his 
t«?Miper.  Hi;  was  equally  whimsical  about  th-  brush- 
ina:  of  his  clothes,  the  urrangement  of  the  furniture  of 
his  apartment,  and  a  thousand  minutiae,  v/hichi  in 
conversation,  he  seemed  totally  to  contrmn. 

It  may  seem  singular,  but  stieh  is  the  iniH)nslstency 
of  human  nature,  that  a  guest  of  this  fanciful  and 
capricious  disp«>sition  gave  nnich  more  saitisfartioii 
to  Mrs.  Dods,  than  her  quiet  and  indifferent  friend, 
Mr.  Tyrrel.  If  her  prewni  lodger  could  blame,  he 
could  also  applaud ;  and  no  artist,  conscious  of  such 
skill  as  Mrs.  Dods  po^^scased,  is  inditferent  to  the 
praises  of  such  a  connoisseur  as  Mr.  Touch wockI.  Th^» 
pride  of  art  comfort^^l  her  for  the  addiiii)tral  lalwur; 
nor  was  it  a  matter  unworthy  of  this  most  honest 
publican's  consideration,  that  the  guests  who  givt! 
most  trouble,  are  usually  those  who  incur  the  lan?e8t 
bill.-s  and  pay  them  with  the  best  grace.  On  this 
point  TouchwotKl  was  a  jewel  of  a  customer.  He 
never  denied  himself  the  gratification  of  the  sli;yhteBt 
whim,  M'hatevcr  expense  he  might  himself  incur,  or 
whatever  trouble  he  might  give  to  those  about  him  j 
and  all  was  d(me  under  protestation,  that  the  matter 
in  miestion  was  the  m(»st  indifferent  ihin**  to  him  in 
the  world.  "  What  the  devil  did  he  care  (nr  Burgess's 
sau(»es,  he  that  had  cat  his  kouscousou,  spiced  with 
nothing  but  the  sami  of  the  desert  ?  only  it  was  a 
shame  fur  Mrs.  Dods  to  be  without  what  ever>' 
decent  house,  above  the  rank  of  an  alehouse,  ou^^lit 
to  be  largely  providH  with." 

In  short,  he  fussed,  fretted,  commanded,  and  waa 
obeyed ;  ktpt  the  house- in  hot  water,  and  jret  was  im> 
tnily  good-natured  when  esseiitiaP  matters  were  in 
iliscnssion^  that  it  was  impossible  to  bear  him  thff 
least  ill-wdl ;  so  that  Mrs.  Dods,  though  in  a  moment 
of  spleen  she  sometimes  wished  him  at  the  top  of 
Tintock,  always  ended  bv  singing  forth  his  praises. 
She  could  not,  indeed,  help  suspecting  that  he  was  a 
Nabob,  as  well  from  his  conversation  about  foreign 
ports,  as  from  his  freaks  of  indulgence  to  himseIC 
and  generosity  to  c»hers,— attributes"  which  she  under- 
stood to  be  proper  to  most  '*  Men  of  Ind."  But  al- 
though the  reader  has  heard  her  Ur^tify  a  gpneral  dis- 
like to  this  species  of  Fortune's  favourites,  Mrs. 
pods  had  Sf>nse  enough  to  know,  that  a  Nabob  liv* 
ing  in  the  neighbourhood,  who  raises  the  price  of  eggs 
and  poultry  upon  the  cjood  housewives  aroimd,  was 
!  very  different  from  u  Nabob  rejiiding  within  her  own 
i  gates,  drawinjj;  all  his  supplies  from  hrr  own  larder, 
and  paying,  without  hesitation  or  question,  whatever 
bills  her  conscience  permitted  her  to  send  in.  In 
sh(n-t,  ff)  come  back  fo  the  point  at  which  weperliaps 
niiglH  have  stopped  some  time  sinc«\  landlady  and 
guOf«t  were  very  nuich  pleased  with  each  other. 

But  Rnniii  finds  entrance  into  every  scene,  when 
thft  glos"*  of  novelty  is  over ;  and  the  fiend  l)egan  to 
S{'i7."  upon  Mr.  Toi.rh  wood  just  when  he  h;id  got  all 
mntters  to  his  mind  in  the  Cleikum  Inn— hud  in- 
structi-d  Dame  Dods  in  the  mysterio.^  f»f  curry  and 
rnullega tawny— drilled  the  chamhermaid  into  rh*!  ha- 
bit of  making  his  bed  at  the  un::le  nicoinmrnded  bv 
SirJi>hnSincIair— andmadesomepTOgn's.siiiinstriiCl- 
ing  the  humpbackml  tHistihon  in  the  Arabian  inoric  of 
groorniiv;.  Pamphlets  :ind  nlws]^apt:^^  .«ent  from 
London  and  Edinnurgh  bv  loads,  proved  iiiiidaiunte  t«» 
rout  this  invader  of  Mr.  Tj'»ncliwood'rtconi.O>ri ;  and,  at 
last,  he  bethought  himself  of  conirfnii  v.  The  n.itpral 
resource  would  hive  been  the  Weil  hut  the  travf  Ik-r 
had  a  holy  shivoring  of  awe,  which  crossed  him  at 
the  very  recollection  of  Lady  Penelope,  who  had 
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worked  him  rather  hnrd  durins  his  former  hrief  tubI' 
(iencv.  i  and  althou^^h  Lndv  Bintc?'?  Uauiy  iiiijihl  have 
rharnu^d  an  Asiatic,  by  Imp  plump  ^acc-s  uf  irj)  eon- 
tour,  our  Hciiior  wah  past  the  thou&cnts  uf  a  Sultana 
and  a  harnni.  At  length  a  bright  idea  crosMti  hia 
mind,  and  he  suddenly  demanded  of  Mrs.  Dods,  who 
waa  pouring  out  iiii*  tea  for  hreakfatit,  into  a  larue 
rup  of  a  very  particular  npecies  of  china,  of  which  he 
had  preaenfeu  her  with  a  service  on  coiulition  of  her 
rendering  him  this  personal  ^ood  office, — 

"  Prav,  Mra.  DoJs,  what  sort  of  a  man  is  your  mi- 
nister?" 

"  He's  just  a  man  like  other  men,  Maister  Touch- 
wootl,"  replied  Mig;  "what  sort  of  a  man  should 
he  be?" 

"A  man  like  other  men ?~av— that  is  to  say,  he 
has  the  usual  complement  of  Ic^rs  and  arms,  eyes  and 
ears— but  is  he  a  sensible  man  ? 

"  No  muckle  o'  that,  sir,"  answered  Dame  Dods ; 
"for  if  he  was  drinking  this  very  tea  that  ye  Rat  doun 
from  London  wi'  the  maili  he  wad  mistake  it  lor 
common  bohea." 

"Then  he  has  not  all  his  organs— wants  a  nose,  or 
the  use  of  one  at  least,"  said  Mr.  Touchwood;  "  the 
ten  is  righl  gunpowder— a  perfect  nos«»gay." 

"Awcel,  that  may  bo,"  said  the  landlady;  "but  I 
have  gi'en  the  minister  a  dram  frae  my  ain  best  bot- 
tle of  real  Coniac  brandy,  and  may  I  never  stir  frae 
the  bit,  if  he  didna  commend  my  whii>kv  when  he 
set  down  the  glass!  There  is  no  ane  o'  tnem  in  the 
Presbytery  but  himsell— ay,  or  in  the  Svnod  either— 
but  wad  hae  kend  whisky  frae  brandy. 

"  But  what  sort  of  man  is  he  7— Has  he  learning?" 
demanded  Touchwood. 

"Learning?— i'peugh  o'  that,"  answered  Meg;  "just 
dung  donnart  wi'  learning— lets  a'  things  about  the 
Manse  (;ang  wiiilk  gate  ~^(hey  will,  sae  they  djnna 
plague  him  upon  the  score.  An  awfu'  thing  it  is  to 
nee  sic  an  ill-red-up  houH<" !— If  I  had  the  twa  taw- 
pies  that  sorn  upon  the  honest  man  ae  week  under 
my  drilling,  1  think  I  wad  show  them  how  to  sort  a 
lodging!" 

"  Does  he  preach  well?"  asked  the  guest  , 

"Oh,  wwl  eneugh,  weel  eneugh— sometimes  he 
will  fling  in  a  lang  word  or  a  bit  of  learning  that  our 
farmers  and  bannet  lairds  canna  sae  weel  follow- 
But  what  of  that,  as  I  am  nye  telling  them  ?— them 
that  pay  stipend  get  aye  the  mair  for  their  siller." 

"  Docs  he  attend  to  his  parish  ?— Is  he  kind  to  the 
poor?" 

"Ower  muckle  o'  thirt,  Maister  Touchwood— I  am 
sure  he  mokes  the  Word  gude,  and  turns  not  away 
from  those  that  ask  o'  him- his  very  pocket  is  picked 
by  n  wheen  ne'er-do-wncl  blackguards,  that  gac  sorn- 
ing  through  the  country." 

Sornmg  through  the  country,  Mrs.  Dods?— what 
would  you  think  if  you  had  seen  the  Fakirs,  the  Der- 
vises.  tne  Bonzes,  the  Imaims,  the  monks,  and  the 
mendicants,  that  I  have  seen  ?— But  go  on,  never  mind 
—Does  this  minister  of  yours  come  much  into  com- 
pany?" 

" Company ?—gae  wa',"  replied  Meg,  "he  keeps 
nae  company  at  a\  neither  in  his  ain  house  or  ony 
gate  else.  He  comes  down  in  the  morning  in  a  lang 
rags^  nightgown,  like  a  potato  bogle,  and  down  he 
flats  amang  his  books ;  and  if  they  dinna  bring  him 
something  to  eat,  the  puir  demented  body  has  never 
the  heart  to  cry  for  aught,  and  he  has  been  kend  to 
sit  for  ten  hours  thegithcr,  black  fasting,  whilk  is  a' 
mere  papistrie,  though  he  docs  it  just  out  o'  forget." 

"Why,  landlady,  in  that  case,  your  parson  is  any 
thing  but  the  ordinary  kind  of  man  you  described  him 
-Forget  his  dinner!— the  man  must  be  mad— ho 
shall  dine  with  me  to-day— he  shall  have  Wich  a  din- 
ner as  ril  be  bound  he  won't  forget  in  a  hurry." 

"  Ve'll  mavbe  find  that  easier  said  than  dune,"  said 
Mrs.  Dods ;  '"  the  honest  man  hasna,  in  a  sense,  the 
taste  of  his  mouth— forby.  he  never  dines  out  of  his 
ain  house- that  i^  when  he  dines  at  a'— A  drink  of 
milk  and  n  bit  of  bread  serves  hi?,  t'lm.  or  maybe  a 
cauld  potato.— It's  a  heathenish  fashion  of  him,  for  as 
good  a  man  as  he  is,  for  surely  there  is  nae  Christian 
man  but  loves  his  own  bowels." 

"  Why,  that  may  be,"  anawered  Touchwood ;  "  but 


I  have  known  many  who  took  so  much  care  of  theii 
own  l»oweIp.  my  go<'xl  dame,  as  to  have  none  foi  an) 
one  cliM'.— But  eoine- bustle  to  the  work-get  us  ai 
good  a  dinner  for  two  as  you  can  set  out— have  it 
ready  at  three  to  an  instant— gr.'t  thA  okl  hock  I  had 
sent  me  from  C'ockburn— a  bottle  of  the  particulai 
Indian  Sherry- and  aiioihir  of  your  own  old  claret- 
fourth  bin,  y(»u  know,  Meg.— And  stay,  he  is  a  priest, 
and  must  have  port— have  all  nadv,  but  don't  bring 
the  wine  into  the  sun,  as  that  silly  fool  Beck  did  the 
other  day.— I  cnn't  go  di>wn  U)  the  larder  myself,  but 
let  IIS  have  no  blunders." 

"Nae  f«ar,  nai^  fear,"  sai(i  Meg,  with  a  toss  of  the 
,'  head,  "  I  need  naebody  to  look  into  my  larder  but  my- 
sell,  1  trow— but  it's  an  unco  order  of  wine  for  tws 
folk,  and  ane  o*  them  a  minister." 

"  Why,  you  foolish  person,  is  there  not  the  wonian 
up  the  village  that  has  just  broiwht  another  fool  into 
the  world,  and  will  she  not  need  sack  and  caudle,  il 
we  leave  some  of  our  wine  ?" 

"A  glide  ale-po8«ei  wad  set  her  better,"  said  Meg; 
"however,  if  it  s  your  will,  il  shall  be  my  pleasure.— 
But  the  like  of  sic  a  gentleman  as  yoursell  never  en- 
terrd  my  doors  f 

The  traveller  was  gone  before  she  had  completed 
the  Si'ntence;  and,  leaving  Meg  to  bustle  and  maun- 
der at  her  leisure,  awayr  He  marched,  with  the  haste 
that  characterizfHl  all  his  motions  when  he  had  any 
new  project  in  his  head,  to  form  an  aequnintaoce 
with  the  minister  of  St.  Ronan's,  whom,  while  be 
walks  down  the  street  to  the  Manse,  we  will  endea- 
vour to  introduce  to  the  render. 

The  Rev.  Josiah  Cargill  was  the  son  of  a  small 
farmer  in  the  south  of  Scotland;  and  n  weak  con- 
stitution, joiner]  to  the  disposition  for  study  yrbkh 
frequently  accompanies  infirm  health,  inducted  his 
parent.s,  though  at  the  expi^nse  of  some  sacrifiiHjs.  to 
educate  him  for  the  ministry.  They  were  the  rather 
led  to  submit  to  the  privations  which  were  necessary 
to  supjKirt  this  exfienaf-,  b«K.ause  ihev  eonceiv«?d,  from 
their  family  traditions,  that  he  had  in  his  veins  some 
portion  of  the  blood  of  that  celebrated  Ik»nnerge«oi 
the  Covenant,  Donald  Cargill,  who  was  slain  by  the 
rjers<3C»tors  at  the  town  of  Quetnsferr>',  in  the  mclan- 
cholv  days  of  Charles  II.,  \iwTc\y  because,  in  the  ple- 
nitude of^his  sacerdotal  power.  He  had  east  out  of  the 
church,  and  <lelivered  over  to  Satan  by  a  formal  ex- 
commimieation,  the  King  and  Royal  Family,  with  all 
the  niiiiisiers  and  courtiers  thereunto  Indonging.  But 
if  Josiah  was  reallv  derived  from  this  uneonipromit- 
ing  champion,  the  heat  of  the  familv  spirit  which  he 
might  have  inherited  was  qualified  ny  the  sweetness 
of  his  own  disposition,  and  the  guiei  temper  of  the 
times  in  which  lie  had  the  gixid  fortune  to  live.  He 
was  characteriz(Hl  by  all  who  knew  hiin  as  a  mild, 
gentle,  and  studious  lover  of  learning,  who,  in  the 
^uiet  prosecution  of  his  own  sole  object,  the  acquisi- 
tion of  knowledge,  and  especially  or  that  connected 
with  his  profession,  had  the  utmost  indulgence  for  all 
whose  pursuits  were  different  from  his  owii.  His 
sole  rcla.xations  were  those  of  a  retiring,  mild,  and 
pensive  temv)er,  and  were  limilea  to  a  ramble,  almost 
always  soUtary,  among  the  woods  and  hills,  in  praise 
of  which  hv.  was  sometimes  guilty  of  a  sonnet,  but 
rather  because  he  could  not  help  the  attempt,  than  as 
proposing  to  himself  the  fame  or  the  rewanis  which 
attend  the  successful  poet.  Indetti,  far  from  se<>kina 
to  insinuate  his  fugitive  pieces  into  magazines  and 
newspapers,  he  blushed  at  his  poetical  atteinnts  even 
while  alone,  and,  in  fact,  was  rari'ly  so  indulgent  to 
his  vein  as  to  commit  them  to  paper. 

From  the  same  maid-like  modesty  of  disposition, 
our  student  suppressed  a  strong  natural  turn  towards 
drawing,  although  he  was  rtpeatedly  complimented 
upon  the  few  sketches  which  he  made,  by  some  whoss 
judgment  was  gi-nerallv  admitted.  It  was,  however, 
this  neglected  talent,  wliich,  like  the  swift  fett  of  the 
stag  in  the  fable,  was  fated  to  render  him  a  service 
which  he  might  in  vain  have  expected  from  his  worth 
and  learning. 

My  liord  Bid  more,  a  distinguished  conni>ii«eur, 
chanced  to  be  in  search  of  a  private  tutor  for  his  son 
and  heir,  the  Honourable  Augustus  Bidmore.  ane)  for 
this  purpose  had  consulted  ihe  Professor  of  Tneoloor 
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who  pa98ed  before  him  in  review  several  favounte  • 
nudonts,  any  of  whom  he  conct'ived  w.-ll  suited  f«>r 
ihesitiintion:  hut  still  his  answer  to  tho  important  , 
and  unlooked-for  question,  "  Did  the  candidate  under- 1 
Bland  drawinz  ?"  was  answered  in  the  negative.  The 
Professor,  indeed,  nMod  his  opinion,  that  mich  an 
Rccomplishment  was  neither  to  he  desired  nor  ex- 
pectetl  in  a  student  of  theoloj^y ;  but,  pressed  hard 
with  this  condition  as  a  sine  qua  non.  he  at  length 
did  remember  a  dreaminar  lad  about  tne  Hall,  who 
seldom  could  be  pot  to  speak  above  his  breath,  even 
when  delivering;  his  essays,  but  was  said  to  have  a 
strong  turn  fi)r  drawing.  This  was  enou^i^h  for  my 
Lord  Bidmore,  who  contrived  to  obtain  a  siffht  of 
some  of  yount;  Cargill's  sketches,  and  was  satisfied 
that,  under  such  a  tutor,  his  son  could  not  fail  to 
maintain  that  character  for  hereditary  taste  which 
his  father  and  grandfather  had  acquired  at  the  ex- 
pense of  a  considerable  estate,  the  representative 
value  of  which  was  now  the  pamted  canvass  in  the 
great  gallery  at  Bidmorc^House. 

Upon  following  up  the  inquirv  concerning  the  young 
man's  character,  ho  was  found  to  possess  all  the  other 
necessarv  qualifications  of  learning  and  morals,  in  a 
greater  degree  than  perhaps  Iajto  Bidmore  might 
nave  required ;  and.  to  the  astonishmrnt  of  his  fellqw- 
Btudents,  but  more  especially  to,  his  own.  Josiah 
Cargill  was  promoted  to  the  desired  ond  aesiroble 
situation  of  private  tutor  to  the  Honourable  Mr. 
Bidmore. 

Mr.  Cargill  did  his  duty  ably  and  conscientiously, 
by  a  spoiled  thoush  good-humoiired  lad,  of  weak 
health  and  very  ordinary  parts.  He  could  not,  indeed, 
inspire  into  him  any  portion  of  the  deep  and  noble 
entnusiasm  which  cnaracierizcs  the  youtn  of  genius ; 
but  his  pupil  made  such  progress  in  each  branch  of 
his  studies  as  his  capacity  cnablf>d  him  to  attain. 
He  understood  the  learned  languages,  and  could  be 
rery  profound  on  the  subject  of  vanous  readings— he 
pursued  science,  and  could  class  shells,  pack  mosses, 
and  arrange  minerals— he  drew  without  taste,  but 
with  much  accuracy;  and  although  he  attained  no 
commanding  h«Mght  in  any  pursuit,  he  knew  enous^h 
of  many  studies,  literary  and  scientific,  to  fill  up  his 
time,  and  divert  from  temptation  a  head,  which  was 
none  of  the  strongest  in  point  of'resistance. 

Miss  Augusta  Bidmore,  his  lordship's  only  other 
child,  received  also  the  instructions  of  Cargill  in  such 
branches  of  science  as  her  father  chose  sne  should 
acquire,  and  her  tutor  was  capable  to  teach.  But  her 
progress  was  as  different  frotn  that  of  her  brother,  as 
the  fire  of  heaven  differs  from  that  grosser  element 
which  the  peasant  piles  upon  his  smouldering  hearth. 
Her  acquirements  in  Italian  and  Spanish  literature, 
io  history,  in  drawing,  and  in  all  elegant  learning, 
were  sunn  as  to  enchant  her  teacher,  while  at  the 
same  time  it  kcnt  him  on  the  stretch,  lest,  in  her  suc- 
cessful career,  the  scholar  should  outstrip  the  master. 

Alas!  such  interi^ourse,  fraught  as  it  is  with  dan- 
gers arising  out  of  the>  best  and  kindest,  as  well  as  the 
most  natural  fei>ling.s  on  either  side,  proved  in  the 
present,  as  in  many  other  instances,  fatal  to  the  peace 
of  the  preceptor.  Every  feeling  heart  will  excuse  a 
weakness,  which  we  shall  presently  find  carried  with 
it  its  own  severe  punishment.  Cadenus,  indeed,  be- 
lieve him  who  will,  has  assured  us,  that,  in  such  a 
perilous  intercourse,  he  himself  preserved  the  limits 
which  were  unhappily  transgressed  by  the  unfortunate 
Vanessa,  his  more  impassioned  pupil  :— 

"  Th«  innocent  deliirht  he  took 
To  MM)  tiie  virf  in  mind  her  book, 
Wm  but  ihft  miMler'ii  wtrwl  joy. 
In  •rh(M>l  to  hear  the  finest  boy. 

But  Josiah  Cargill  was  less  fortunate,  or  less  cautious. 
He  suflcred  his  fair  pupil  to  become  inexpri'ssibly  dear 
to  him.  before  he  discovered  the  precipice  towards 
which  he  was  moving  under  the  direction  of  a  blind 
and  niisplnced  pas.sion.  He  was  indiHKj  utterly  inca- 
pable of  availing  himself  of  tho  opportunities  alforded 
by  his  situat  on,  to  involve  his  pupil  in  the  toils  of  a 
mutual  passion.  Honour  and  gratitude  alike  forbade 
such  a  line  of  conduct,  even  had  it  l>ci'n  consistent 
with  the  natural  bashfulaesa  simplicity,  and  innocence 
■Ji  hit  HinwiMtioiL    To  aign  and  stitier  in  lecret,  to 


form  resolutions  of  separating  himself  from  a  situa- 
tion so  fraught  with  dangi^r,  and  to  postpone  from 
day  to  day  the  accomnlishment  of  a  resolution  so 
prudent,  was  all  to  which  the  tutor  foimd  himselt 
equal ;  and  it  is  not  improbable,  that  the  veneration 
with  which  he  reganled  his  patron's  daujghtor,  witli 
the  utter  hopelessness  of  the  passion  which  he  nou- 
rished, tended  to  render  his  love  yet  more  pure  and 
disinterested. 

At  length,  the  line  of  conduct  which  reason  had 
long  since  recommended,  could  no  longer  be  the  sub- 
ject of  procrastination.  Mr.  Bidmore  was  destined 
to  foreign  travel  for  a  twelvemonth,  and  Mr.  Cargill 
rcc4?ivert  from  his  patron  the  alterruitive  of  ncfompa- 
nying  his  pupil,  or  retiring  upon  a  suitable  provision, 
the  reward  of  nis  past  instniotions.  It  can  hardly 
be  doubted  which  he  preferred;  for  whili?  he  was 
with  young  Bidmore,  hie  did  not  seem  entirely  sepa- 
rated from  nis  sister.  He  was  sure  to  hear  of  Augusta 
frequently,  and  to  sec  some  part,  at  least,  of  the  let- 
ters which  she  was  to  write  to  her  brother;  he  might 
also  hope  to  be  remembered  in  these  letters  as  her 
"  good  friend  and  tutor ;"  and  to  these  consolations 
his  quiet,  contemplative,  and  yet  enthusiastic  dispo- 
sition clung  as  to  a  6i>cret  source  of  pleasure,  tliu  only 
one  which  life  seemed  to  open  to  him. 

But  fate  had  a  blow  in  store,  which  he  had  not 
anticipated.  The  chance  of  Augiista's  changing  her 
maiden  condition  for  that  of  a  wife,  probable  as  her 
rank,  beauty,  and  fortune  rendenni  such  an  event, 
had  never  once  occurred  to  him ;  and  although  he  had 
imposed  upon  himself  the  unwaverin;^  belief  that  she 
could  never  be  his,  he  was  inexpressibly  atfecied  by 
the  intelligence  that  she  had  become  the  property  of 
another. 

The  Honourable  Mr.  Bidmore' s  letters  to  his  father 
soon  after  announced  that  poor  Mr.  Cargill  had  been 
seized  with  a  nervous  fever,  antl  again,  that  his  recon- 
valescence  was  attended  with  so  much  debility,  it 
seemed  both  of  mind  and  body,  as  entirely  to  destrov 
his  utility  as  a  travelling  coinpaoion.  Shortly  after 
this  the  travellers  seoarated,  and  Cargill  returned  to 
his  native  country  alone,  iiulul^ng  upon  the  road  in 
a  melancholy  abstraction  ofmmd,  which  he  had  suf- 
fered to  grow  upon  him  since  the  mental  shock  whicb 
he  had  sustained  and  which  in  time  became  the  most 
charactcristical  feature  in  his  demeanour.  His  medi- 
tations were  not  even  disturbed  by  any  anxiety  about 
his  future  subsistence,  although  the  cessation  of  his 
employment  seemed  to  render  that  precarious.  For 
this,  however,  Lord  Bidmore  had  made  provision; 
for,  though  a  coxcomb  where  the  fine  arts  were  con- 
cerned, he  was  in  other  particulars  a  just  arid  honour- 
able man,  who  felt  &  sincere  pride  in  having  drawn 
the  talents  of  Cargill  from  obscurity,  and  entertained 
due  gratitude  for  the  manner  in  which  he  had  achieved 
the  important  task  irilrusted  to  him  in  his  funiily. 

His  lordship  had  privately  purchased  from  the  Mow- 
bray family  tiie  patronage  or  advowson  of  the  living 
of  St.  Ronan's.  then  held  by  a  very  old  incumbent, 
who  died  shortly  afterwards ;  so  that  upon  arriving 
in  England  Cargill  found  himself  named  to  the  vacant 
living.  So  inditferent,  however,  did  he  feel  himself 
towards  this  preferment,  that  he  might  possibly  not 
have  taken  the  trouble  to  go  through  the  necessary 
steps  previous  to  his  ordination,  had  it  not  l)cen  on 
account  of  his  mother,  now  a  widow,  and  unprovided 
ft)r,  unless  by  the  support  which  he  atforde<I  lier.  He 
visited  her  m  her  small  retreat  in  the  suburbs  of 
Marchthorn,  heard  her  pour  out  her  gr.ititude  to 
Heaven,  that  she  should  have  been  granted  life  long 
enough  to  witness  her  son's  promotion  to  a  charge, 
which  in  her  eyes  was  more  honourable  and  desirable 
than  an  Episcopal  see— heard  her  chalk  out  the  life 
which  they  were  to  lead  together  in  the  humble  inde- 
pendence which  had  thus  fallen  on  him— he  heard  all 
this,  and  had  no  power  to  crush  lu-r  hopes  iind  her 
triumph  by  the  inoulgence  of  his  (»wii  romantic  feel- 
ings. He  passe<i  almost  mechanically  through  tho 
usual  forms,  and  was  inducted  into  the  hving  of  St. 
Ronan's. 

Although  fanciful  and  romantic,  it  was  not  in 
Josiah  Cargill's  nature  to  vield  to  unavailing  melan- 
choly i  yet  ha  wu^t  uwel^  xav.  Vol  %ocMtV|x\t>ax'vDw 
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vAUary  af tidv.  Hi«  srclnsion  was  tlie  more  complct?, 
in.it  his  inDilicr,  v\ho:a«^  fiJiiiMtion  Ii:i«l  b>'in  nn  iiiudi 
coiilinwl  us  li-  r  forfunrs,  lislt  aw!;wnnJ  iinili-r  hrr 
now  diijniiics*,  nnd  williiiifly  ruiiiii' ««"*td  in  litr  pon'p 
BL-rePsion  Innn  »)ci«*ty  and  ppi'in  her  whdiu  liuit*  in 
fiupiriiirondinp:  the  link*  hoii.sfrhold,  and  in  h**r  wHy 
providinif  for  nil  tnitT}?».'nri(.*j<,  thi-  ocirurrenrf  of  whicii 
ini^ht  cull  Joiiinh  out  of  his  favourite  t>ook-r(M)ni. 
A^  uld  ii:^Q  rt-ndered  In  r  inatiivj',  shr*  bc^an  to  rt^^m't 
thi!  int.'>i[*nriry  of  hi^r  miii  lu  Hiipimntt'nd  his  own 
ll<JU^<K■hoId,  ntid  tnlked  something:  of  nwiiriniony,  and  | 
the  niyst.  rios  of  the  niiickli;  wlujol.  'Vo  ihest*  ndmo- 
nition!4  Mr.  (Virifill  rciurncil  ui)ly«li&rht  end  cvflBivt- 
aiiAwcrH;  and  wlim  the  ol(i  i.idy  ekpt  in  the  villii^e 
elnin.hyjirrj,  nt  n  revrn-nd  old  ij^r-,  tht.re  was  no  one 
toprrfoui  flip  office  of  siiix'rintiiidrnt  in  theininiHiur'B  | 
family.    Niriliier  did  Jusijili  f -arfjill  kmJv  /or  any,  but 

tnui.rilly  submit ti'd  to  all  the  evils  with  which  a 
achelur  estute  is  attt  nd(!<1,  and  which  were  at  least 
cijual  to  i'iOj«c  \vhi<rii  beset  the  renowned  Ma;zo-I*ii'o 
d;jrin^  hia  Ktaie  of  rvWUnr.y.*  lliit  butter  wan  ill 
rhiirnid,  and  declared  by  all  nut  hinisi^lfand  the  quean 
who  made  it,  altoi^'cther  uneatable;  his  milk  wa» 
I  burnt  in  the  nan,  hiw  fruit  and  ve^etabha  were  Htolen, 
and  liifi  blank  stocking  mended  with  blue  and  white 
thread. 

KoT  all  thc90  lhin.^8  the  minipter  caR-d  not,  his , 
mind  ever  bent  u|H)n  fardilfen-nt  matters.  l)o  not 
let  my  fair  readers  do  Joniah  more  than  jiiHtiee,  or 
mppo^  that,  like  Rollenebros  in  the  desert,  lio  re- 
mained fur  >erir.H  the  victim  of  an  unfortunate  and 
mistpla<Td  passion.  No— to  the  shame  of  the  male 
PCX  be  it  Kpt)ken,  that  no  de«ree  of  hoixjless  love, 
however  despcrato  and  aineero,  can  ever  continue 
for  yeara  fo  imbilter  life.  There  mimt  be  hoix*— 
there  munt  be  uncertainty— there  must  Ikj  reripnjcity, 
to  enable  the  *yraiit  of  the  soul  to  secure  a  dominion 
of  Very  long  diimtion  over  a  manly  and  well-consti- 
tuted niimi,  which  is  itself  desirous  to  vriU  it:«  free- 
dom. The  memory  of  Augusta  liafl  Ions  fadrtl  from 
Josiah's  thourhts,  or  was  rememben^  oidy  as  a 
pleasing,  but  inelancholY  and  unsubstantial  'dn>am, 
while  he  was  straining  lorward  in  pursuit  of  a  yet 
nobler  and  coyer  mistress,  in  a  word,  of  Knowled;?e 
hcr.«»elf. 

Kvery  hour  that  he  could  spare  from  his  parochial 
duties,  which  he  discharged  with  zeal  honourable  to 
his  heart  and  head,  was  devoted  to  his  studies,  and 
spent  among  his  books.  Bui  th»  chase  of  wisdom, 
tnoui^h  in  itself  intcn'sting  and  dignified,  wasindulfufd 
to  an  excess  which  diminished  the  respectability,  nay, 
the  utility,  of  the  deceived  stu<lcnt ;  and  he  forgot, 
amid  the  luxur>'  of  deep  and  dark  investi£;ations,  that 
lociety  has  its  claims,  and  that  the  knowhxJge  which 
is  nnimpartei!,  is  necessarily  a  barren  talent,  and  is 
lost  to  society,  like  the  miser's  concealed  hoanl,  by 
tile  death  of  the  proprietor.    Hia  studies  were  also 

•  Thw  satirp,  vrrjr  popular  cvrn  in  H<H>tland,  at  leaRt  with  oiw* 
piirt)',  wn4  r'im|x»«nl  at  the  i>x(>en»e  of  a  rcv«tn'nd  prprttytm-ian 
divinn.  €»f  whom  nianjr  nforic*  arr  j»r«wnt'tJ.  being  Mr.  f*yv\. 
liirt  yUgn  Pico  fif  thp  Tolo.  inlni^f*!r  of  Dualiir.  Thu  work 
in  now  Klilo  kmiwn  in  Hrollnml.  and  nnt  al  nil  in  Rneland, 
thfiueh  wriiim  with  nnirh  ttlwng  and  noarae  liamutir.  tavern- 
bline  the  mylnof  ArhuihnoL  It  Han  compfMMl  br  Mr.  Hali- 
iMirtim.  n  mililarjr  chuplnin.  The  diatreMaa  attending  Mngo- 
l'ic«*«  bnclii>lor  iifo.  arr  th'iii  itnted  :- 

'*  Ar  ihe  I'Bmi-  liino  I  dwiri?  r*>u  will  only  fieurr  ouf  to  jronr- 
aeiriii*  nitunti'in  during  hiM  rpliha<;y  in  Ihe  miniiiterinl  rharitc- 
a  iitni«c  lyin^  all  hnai-iiuiion  heap*  ;  hiRbcd  ill  iii:ide,  awanninir 
with  rtraii.  HUtl  \ery  c«»Id  on  lh»?  winter  n'Ehl*;  his  nhfrpV- 
l*.<>i)il  not  to  lie  «-nlen  for  wmil  and  Imir.  hirf  broth  ■inpfKl,  hi* 
br»nd  nio'ildy,  hi«  i.inib  Hml  pi,?  nil  Mcouihercd,  hin  huuan  noi- 
tlier  wuhImhI  nor  pl.iHitfrfil ;  Iiih  binrk  Hri»rkinieii  darned  wiih 
-wh-iH  wofKird  ahovft  tin-.  Hhfif ^  :  liiH  buttf.r  inadv  into  rat's 
hitn\A\  hi.-  *hii*'»u  OIK*  h««ip  of  iniu»  nnd  magciii',  nnd  full  of 
Inr-r*  nvnmi »  Utr  nil*  nnd  mien  to  ph^y  ar  ludi^-and  iMn.-k  ninl 
ninke  thoir  ni'iri  in.  Kn'qin^nl  »t»n!  the  ndfr.oiiiti<ini»  Imj  had 
pivi'n  bin  niaid-ii«.>r%-aiitH  on  thi-^  hcorr,  and  ovt-ry  now  and  Hum 
he  ivnH  (II  niiii;  llirin  ofT:  but  b(iI|  lUv  la.<t  wan  the  won«t.  and 
ill  tin;  imaii  whi'i*  lln*  poor  n.nn  »viui  ihn  wifTo'vr.  At  any 
TOto,  Ihcn-forp,  matrimony  niiHi  tiim  to  hit  arr.oant.  thnush 
liM  wifr  Hhoiitd  l>nivf  lo  N*  iiDlhine  but  A  orcntun;  of  lh.->  A'mi- 
iiinn  *HniU'r.  witii  u  tuvjon-  in  hi-r  hoiiil.  nnd  ten  finten*  mi  liir 
Jin.Mlh.  titiliir  out  U,%:  iwiktj*  of  Hie  iu«u*'niiiid,  n.if  to  in-n- 
.i«»n  fl.o  tooviMii-nci!  of  n  nii.n'-.  Ivivi:v  it  in  hm  fwiwrr  litwfijily 
t<i  [n'vi  fitn-  •"Ml  (l-i:i?htr!r<  ii  h'l  "wn  houwi." — Bbmoi^M  of 
M.-JO  i'.'-'tf .     S'  .".ill  U!Ci?lt.     kJd,u'V'.'  ^  JA ,  :  T'i : ,  p.  !  8. 


under  the  a«lditional  disodvanlacfp,  that,  beinjj  pur* 
siieil  fur  ihc  LTntififatiun  of  a  disidtorv  lon;:inp:  alter 
knowlrdp',  and  direcrtxl  to  no  dirti  runnel  objm^t. 
they  tnriKil  on  ['Oints  rath(>r  curious  than  useful,  and 
whli(.'  they  st'n"e<l  i^^T  the  amusenu  nf  of  the  student 
hiiiiN'lf,  LiPiiiitsed  little  utility  to  mankind  at  lar>?»*. 

Hewihitrid  aiiikl  abstruse  n searelie-i,  nieiaph\i!>ical 
and  historical.  Mr.  C^arjcili,  li^iiij^  only  for  liiins«'If  and 
his  lw>i>k8,  ac(|uireil  many  ludicrous  habrfs.  which  ex- 
p<»Sfil  tin*  s».M'liided  student  to  the  ridicule  r.f  the  world, 
and  which  tins^nl,  thonuh  they  did  not  altop'ther 
obacure.  the  iialunil  civility  of  iin  aniiabU*  di.«iNisition, 
as  well  as  the  a'liuired  hii'.jits  of  politfness  wiiich  he 
had  learned  in  tlu  good  soi:ieiy  that  fnqutnted  Lord 
Bidniore's  mansion.  He  not  only  indul.ijed  in  ni'^^i«x:t 
of  drrss  ami  ap^^i'arante,  and  all  thosf  ungainly  tricks 
which  men  are  apt  to  ae<iuirc  by  liviuK  V(>ry  much 
alone,  but  besides,  and  (^specially,  he  became  probnbly 
the  iiiost  abstracteil  and  absent  man  of  a  |)rof'.s.*'ioii 
ptHuliarly  liable  to  cherish  such  habits.  No  n)an  fell 
so  rt'inil'irly  into  the  painfid  diUmmu  of  n)istakinK, 
or,  in  ^>cottifi>h  phra.>*e,  viiskcvnine,  the  iHT«on  he 
si^ke  lo,  or  niori.'  frequently  inquirtii  of  an  old  maid 
for  her  husband,  of  a  childless  wife  about  her  youniJt 
|)eopli-.  of  the  distressinf  widower  for  ilie  spousi>  at 
whost^  funeral  he  himself  had  assisUnJ  but  a  fon- 
nij;ht  b^'fore;  and  n»)ne  was  ever  more  familiar  with 
stran:^ers  whom  he  had  never  sei.'ii,  or  Fct.iued  more 
estranjcitl  from  those  who  had  a  title  to  thiuk  them- 
selves well  known  U)  him.  The  worthy  man  pir- 
{K'tuaily  confoundiKi  sex.  age,  and  calling;  and  when 
a  blinn  be^v^ir  extended  his  hand  for  cfiarity,  hi*  has 
been  known  to  return  the  civility  by  lakiiiff  ofl'  his 
hau  making  n  low  bow,  and  hoping  nis  wort-hip  was 
well. 

Amonj;  hia  brethn^n,  Mr.  Carjjill  alternately  com- 
mandul  res()ect  by  the  depth  ot  his  erudition,  and 
gave  occasion  to  laushier  from  his  odd  ptrujiariiies. 
On  Hie  latter  occasions  he  UM:d  abniptly  to  withdraw 
from  ihe  ridicidehe  had  provoked;  for  notwithstand- 
ing the  general  mildness  of  his  character,  his  solitary 
habits  had  engendered  a  testy  impatience  of  <  onira- 
diction,  and  a  keener  s(*nse  of  pain  arising  from  the 
satire  of  others,  than  was  natural  to  his  unassuming 
disposition.  As  for  his  parishioners,  they  enjoyed,  as 
may  reasonably  bo  supposed,  many  a  lnarty  huiph  at 
their  pastor's  exi>ense,  and  were  somctinies,  .in  Sirs. 
Dods  hinted,  more  astonished  than  ediiicil  by  his 
learning ;  for  in  pursuing  a  point  of  biblural  criticism, 
he  did  not  altogether  remeuiber  that  he  was  a(!drr  ss- 
ing  a  popular  nnd  unlearned  assiMnbly,  not  delivering 
a  coririo  ad  rlrrum—B  mistake  not  arising;  from  any 
conceit  of  his  learning,  or  wish  to  displav  it,  but  from 
the  same  ab.'icnce  of  mind  which  induced  an  excellent 
divine,  when  preaching  before  a  party  of  criminals 
condemned  to  death,  to  break  on  by  promii-itig  the 
wTctchea,  who  were  to  sufier  next  morning,  "  the  rest 
of  the  discourse  at  the  first  proper  opp<irliinity."  l>i;t 
all  the  mighbourhood  acknowledged  IVIr.  '"ari'iU's 
serious  aiKl  devout  discharge  of  bis  ministerial  dutic-s; 
and  the  poorer  parishioners  forgave  his  innoi'rnt  jic- 
culinrities,  in  consideraiitmof  his  unbounded  charity; 
while  the  heritors,  if  they  ridiculed  the  abstractions 
of  Mr.  (Margin  on  some  subjects,  had  the  grace  to 
recollect  that  they  had  nrevente<l  him  fr(un  suing  an 
augmentation  of  stipend,  acconling  to  the  fashion  of 
til*'  clergy  around  him,  or  from  demanding  at  their 
hands  a  new  manse,  or  the  rt'pair  of  the  old  one. 
He  once,  indeed,  wished  that  they  would  ariiriid  tht 
roof  of  his  l)ook-n>om,  which  "raiiiKl  in"*  in  a  verj* 
pluvious  manner:  but  receiving  no  dirrret  answer  from 
our  frii'nd  Mciklcwham,  who  neither  niisfied  the 
proposal  nor  saw  means  of  eluding  it,  the  minister 
quiitly  made  the  necessary  nrpairs  at  his  own  ex- 
pense, and  gave  the  heritors  no  farther  trouble  on  tU.* 
subioct. 

Siurh  was  the  worthy  divine  whom  our  hon  n'run/ 
al  the  f-leikum  Inn  hoped  to  conciliate  by  a  grxtd 
dinniT  and  rjiickbiim's  particular:  an  excellent  i*ien- 
stnium  in  most  cas<!S,  but  not  likely  to  be  vcrj-  LlTicn- 
cious  on  the  present  occasion. 

-  Seottice,  for  "  admitted  Uie  raia** 


Qur.  XYIL] 


ST.  RONAN'S  WELL. 


CHAPTER    XVI' 


THE  ACdrAPrrANCE. 

Twixt  uf  titufl  the  diflferfnce  trinw  :— 
U»inff  hi;iid  in^trad  of  iiinbir, 

Yitu  ha«-«>  rend  wlint  I  )iavti  iMn; 
Unns  limbf  imtlead  of  head, 
I  kav^  Mtjn  what  you  have  read— 

Which  war  du«ii  tlie  balance  lean  7      BrTLBB. 

Oi'B  trnvMuT,  rapid  in  all  liis  resolutions  and  mo- 
tions, strodo  9ioiitly  down  tho  street,  and  Arrived  at 
th«?  Mansie,  wliif.h  was,  as  we  hnvc  already  defjcribed 
It,  all  but  abi>«)lntely  ruinous.  The  total  desolation 
and  want  of  orrjpr  noout  (he  door,  would  have  arsucfl 
tbe  place  uninhabited,  had  ir  not  been  for  two  or 
thr<re  miKernhIr  tubs  with  suds,  or  such  like  sluttish 
oontentt,  which  were  left  there,  that  those  who  broke 
their  shins  amonj?  them  njijjni  re  wive  a  sensible 
proof,  thnt  'MuTe  the  hand  of  woman  had  been." 
Tile  door  beins  half  oH*  its  hin;?psi,  the  entranw  was 
ibr  the  time  protected  by  a  broken  harrow,  which 
niiisr  noees^ariiv  he  removed  before  entrv  could  be 
obtained.  The  little  pirden.  which  mii;ht  have  cnven 
an  air  of  comfort  to  the  old  house  had  it  been  knpt  in 
tny  order.  wa;<  abandoned  to  a  desolation,  of  which 
that  of  the  slu^urard  was  only  a  type;  and  the  minis- 
ter's man,  an  attendant  always  proverbial  for  doing 
half  work,  and  who  seemed  in  the  present  ini»tanoe  to 
do  none,  was  siK?n  anion?  docks  and  nettles,  solacing  | 
himself  with  the  few  gooseberries  which  remained  on 
wine  mos^erown  bushes.  To  him  Mr.  Touchwood  ' 
called  loudly,  inquiring  after  his  master;  but  the; 
clown,  conscious  of  being  taken  in  flagrant  d.  lict,  as 
the  law  Kiys,  Hetl  fn>m  him  like  a  guilty  thing,  instead 
of  obf.>yin!;  his  summons,  and  was  soon  h^nrd  hup- 
pine  and  cerintr  to  the  cart,  which  he  had  left  on  tnc  | 
other  side  of  the  broken  wall. 

Disapp(/tntc>(l  in  his  application  to  the  man-sen-ant, 
Mr.  Touchwood  knocked  with  his  cane,  at  first  gen- 
tly, then  harder,  hollowefl,  bc>I]owed,  and  shouted,  in 
the  hope  of  calling  the  attention  of  some  one  within 
dcHirii,  but  received  not  a  won!  in  replv.    At  length,  1 
thinkinc  that  no  trespass  could  be  committed  up<m  ■ 
so  forlorn  aiVi  deserted  an  establishment,  he  removed 
theobatacles  to  entrance  with  such  a  noise  as  he, 
thought  must  necessarily  have  alarmed  wme  one,  if  i 
then?  w;as  any  live  person^bout  the  house  at  all.    All 
WHS  still  silent ;  and,  entering  a  passage  where  the 
dtmp  walls  and  broken  flags  corresponded  to  the 
appearance  of  things  out  of  doors,  he  opened  a  door  to 
the  left,  which,  wonderful  to  say,  still  had  a  latch 
lemnining,  and  found  himself  in  the  parlour,  and  in 
the  presence  of  the  person  whom  he  came  to  visit. 

Amid  a  heap  of  hooks  and  other  literary'  lumber, 
.  which  had  accnmi>lated  arouinl  him,  sat,  in'his  well- 
worn  leather  ellmw  chair,  the  learned  minisfpr  of  St. 
Ronan's ;  a  thin,  spare  man,  beyond  the  middle  age, 
of  a  dark  coniph>xion,  but  with  eyes  which,  thotish  ! 
now  obttcurefl  and  vacant,  had  been  once  bright,  soft, 
and  expressive,  and  whose  features  seemed  inierest- 
liuE.  the  rather  that,  notwithstanding  the  cnrelessiK*ss 
of  hi*  dress,  he  wa.s  in  the  habit  of  performing  his 
ablutions  with  Eastern  precision;  for  he  had  forgot 
n>:atnr!(a,  luit  not  cleanlini'Ks.  Hi«»  hair  might  have 
appear'^  miich  more  disorderly,  had  it  not  lieen  thin- 
ned by  lime,  and  dis^Mised  chij-liy  around  the  sidi^s  of 
liiK  ciiunteni  nee  and  (he  hack  nart  of  his  head  :  black 
sUK'kin'^s,  iin-jartend,  marked  his profesiiionnl  dress, 
and  his  feri  wrre  timist  into  the  old  slirislnMl  shoes, 
which  siTveil  him  insteaii  of  slippers.  Tiic  nst  of  his 
garments,  as  f;ir  as\'i8ible,  consisted  in  a  plain  night- 
gown wrant  in  long  folds  round  his  st«w)f)ing  and 
viiiaciated  lenath  of  h<Kly,  and  reachina:  down  to  the 
slipper*  afores.iid.  He  was  so  intently  engastKl  in 
Hudying  the  b'iok  before  him,  a  folio  of  no  ortlin nry 
>Ki;k.  that  h**  i.Mally  disregarded  the  noiw  which  Mr. 
Toiirhwnod  m:<de  in  enti.ring  the  r^otn,  as  well  as 
the  cou:<hs  an«j  hems  with  which  bethought  it  proper 
ht  annotino'  his  pn.sence. 

No  notice  benisr  taken  of  these  inanicnlate  signals, 
Mr.  Touch  woo  I,  however  gn.-at  an  enemy  he  w-as  fo 
ctremony,  saw  the  necessity  of  introducing  his  busi- 
neH«,  as  an  apo'o-^-  for  his  intrusion. 

"  Heui !  sii--Ha,  hem  !— You  Ve»f  before  you  a  pcr- 
•OQ  ia  Bone  (Iibubm  tot  want  c[  wxriety,  who  bai 


taken  the  liberty  to  call  on  you  as  a  good  pastor,  who 
mav  be.  in  Christian  charity,  willing  to  aflbnl  hitn  a 
little  of  your  coinpanv,  since  he  is  tired  of  his  own." 

Of  this  spcvch  Mr.  Cnrpill  only  understood  tho 
words  "distrcs-s"  and  "charity,"  sounds  with  which 
he  was  well  ncrjuainted,  and  which  never  failed  to 
frtxluce  some  effect  on  him.  He  looked  at  his  visiter 
with  lack-lustre  eve,  and,  without  correcting  the  first 
opinion  which  lie  had  formed,  although  thestra.ngera 
plump  and  sturdy  frame,  as  well  as  his  nicely-brushed 
coat,  glancing  cane,  and,  above  all,  his  upright  and 
self-salisfioil  manner,  resembled  in  no  respect  the 
dress,  form,  or  bearinjj  of  a  mendicant,  he  quietly 
thnist  a  shilling  into  his  hand,  and  rrlnpst^l  into  the 
studious  contemplation  which  the  entrance  of  Touch- 
w(M)d  had  interruf)led. 

"Uponmv  word,  my  good  sir;"  said  his  visiter,  eur 

Grised  at  a  degree  of  absence  of  mind  which  he  could 
nrdiv  have  conceived  possible,  "you  have  entirely 
mistalten  my  object." 

"I  am  sorry  my  mite  is  insufficient,  my  friend," 
said  the  clerg)'man,  without  again  raishig  his  eyes, 
it  is  all  I  have  at  pres  ;nt  to  bestow." 

"If  you  will  have  the  kindm*ss  to  look  up  for  a 
moment,  my  t^ood  p  r,"  said  the  traveller,  "you  may 
possibly  perceive  th  it  you  labour  under  a  considerable 
mistake. ' 

Mr.  Cargill  raised  his  head,  recalled  his  attention, 
and,  seeing  that  he  hod  a  well-dressed,  respectable 
looking  person  before  him,  heexclaimed  in  much  con- 
fusion, "  Ha!— vcs— on  my  word,  I  was  s.j  immersed 
in  my  book— I  believe— I  think  I  have  the  pleasure  to 
see  my  worihv  friend,  Mr.  Lavender?" 

"  No  such  thing,  Mr.  Cargill,"  replied  Mr.  Touch- 
wtTod.  "  I  will  save  you  the  trouble  of  trying  to  recol- 
lect me— you  never  saw  me  before.— But  do  not  let  me 
disturb  your  studies— I  am  in  no  hurr>',  and  my  busi- 
ness can  wait  your  leisure." 

"I  am  much  obliged,"  said  Mr.  Cargill;  "have the 
goodness  to  take  a  chair,  if  you  can  find  one— I  have 
a  train  of  thought  to  rci^n-er— a  slight  calculation  to 
finish— and  then  I  am  at  your  command." 

The  visiter  found  among  the  bn>kcn  furniture,  not 
without  diflicnlty,  a  seat  strong  enough  to  support  his 
weight,  and  sat  down,  resting  upon  his  cane,  and 
looking  attentively  at  his  host,  who  very  soon  became 
totally  insensible  of  his  presence.  A  long  pause  of 
total  silence  ensued,  only  disturbed  by  the  rustling 
leaves  of  the  folio  from  which  Mr.  Cargill  seemed  to 
be*  making  extracts,  and  now  and  then  by  a  lit  tie  ex- 
clamation of  sun»rise  an*!  impatience,  when  he  dipped 
his  pen,  as  hapnened  once  or  twice,  into  his  snufl'- 
l)«>x,  instead  of  tlie  inkstanfiish  which  stood  beside  it. 
At  length,  just  an  Mr.  Touchwood  began  to  think  the 
scene  as  tedious  as  it  was  singular,  th^  ahstraciefl 
student  raised  his  head,  und  r-poke  as  if  in  soliloqu>% 
"Fn>m  Aeon,  Accor,  or  St.  John  d'Acre,  to  Jcruaa* 
lem,  how  far  ?" 

"Twvnly-three  miles  north  north-west,"  answered 
his  visiter,  without  hesitation. 

Mr.  Cargill  expressitl  no  more  surprim  at  a  ques- 
tion whicli  he  had  put  to  hiui.silf  l»eing  answeretl  by 
the  voice  of  another,  than  if  he  had  found  the  distance 
on  the  map,  and  indeed,  was  not  probably  aware  of 
the  niKliuni  through  which  his  tjiiestion  had  l>een 
solv  il ;  and  it  w  as  the  tenor  of  the  answer  alonu 
which  he  attend»^l  to  in  his  reply.— "Twenty- three 
miles— Ingulphns,"  laying  his  hand  on  the  volume, 
"  anil  Jeflrev  Winesauf,  do  not  auree  in  this." 

"They  may  both  l»e  d— d,  then,  for  lying  block- 
heads," answi'pd  the  traveller. 

"You  might  have  contradicted  their  authoritv,  air, 
without  using  such  an  expression,"  said  the  tfivine, 
gravel  v. 

"I  cr>'  vou  mercy,  Doctor,"  said  Mr.  Touchwood, 
"but  would  you  compare  these  parehmnit  fellowi 
with  me,  that  have  made  luv  k^s  niv  compasses 
over  great  part  of  the  inhiibited  wijrld"?" 

"  Vou  have  bei-n  in  Pal-  siine,  then  '>"  said  Mr.  Car- 
gill, drawing  himself  unri.iJiht  in  his  chair,  and  speak- 
ing with  eagerness  and  with  interem. 

"You  may  swear  that,  Doctor,  and  at  Acre  too. 
Why,  I  was  then*  the  month  afttr  Boney  had  found 
,  il  too  hard  a  duI  to  crack.—!  diaca  wkU  Siic  8viD«:\'^ 
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ch^im,  old  Djezzar  Pacha,  and  an  excellent  dinner  we 
had,  but  for  a  dcsnert  of  nosea  and  ear8  brought  on 
after  lite  larit  remove,  which  apoilul  my  di^L^eation. 
Old  Djezzar  thought  it  »>  gotxl  a  joke,  that  you  hard- 
Iv  aaw  a  man  in  Acn^  whope  fare  was  not  fo  flat  aa 
the  palm  of  my  hand— Gud,  I  r«Hpeoi  my  olfactory 
organ,  aiifl  set  ofi'  the  nixl  mornm^  at*  faat  aa  the 
inoat  curbed  hard-trot  ling  dromoflary  that  ever  fell  to 
poor  pilgrim's  lot  coul^l  rontrivo  to  tramp/' 

"  If  vou  have  really  been  in  the  Holy  Land,  air,**  said 
Mr.  Car::ill,  whom  the  reckle«a  Kayeiy  oi  Touch- 
wood'a  manner  rendeaxl  soincwhat  auapicioua  of  a 
trick,  "you  will  be  able  materially  toenhghten  me  on 
the  eubjt>ci  of  the  Cnisadea." 

"They  happened  before  my  time.  Doctor,"  replied 
the  trav'tUer. 

"  Vou  are  to  understand  that  my  curioaity  refers  to 
the  t;<*<.>grnphy  of  the  countries  where  these  events 
took  place,    answered  Mr.  Carnill. 

"O!  09  to  that  matter,  you  are  lij?htcd  on  your  feet," 
said  Mr.  Touchwood;  "lor  the  time  present  I  can  nt 
you.  Turk,  Arab,  Copt,  and  Druse,  I  know  every  one 
of  them,  and  can  make  you  as  well  acquainted  with 
them  as  myself.  Without  stirring  a  step  Iteyond  vour 
thn«hold,  you  shall  know  Syria  as  well  as  I  do.— 
But  one  good  turn  duM-rvt^  anotht  r— in  that  case,  you 
must  have  the  goodness  to  dine  with  me.'\ 

"I  so  seldom  abroad,  sir,"  said  the  minister,  with 
a  pood  deal  of  hesitation,  for  his  haliits  of  solitude  and 
seclusion  could  not  be  entirely  overcome,  even  by  the 
expectation  raised  hv  the  traveller's  discourse;  "yet 
1  cannot  deny  myself  the  pleasure  of  waiting  on  a 
gentlVinnn  posiiCMsed  of  so  much  experience." 

"Well  then,"  said  Mr.  Touchwood,  " three  lie  the 
hour— I  never  dine  later,  and  always  to  a  minute— 
and  the  place,  the  Cleikum  Inn,  up  the  way ;  where 
Mrs.  Doda  is  at  this  moment  busy  in  makmg  ready 
such  a  dinner  as  your  learning  has  seldom  seen.  Doc- 
tor, for  I  brought  the  receipts  from  the  four  diflercnt 
quarters  of  the  globe." 

U|)on  this  treaty  (hey  parted ;  and  Mr.  Gargill,  after 
musing  for  a  short  whde  upon  the  singular  chance 
which  had  sent  a  livins;  man  to  answer  those  doubts 
for  which  he  waa  in  vnm  consuUinjjt  ancient  authori- 
ties, at  length  reaunud,  by  dugrces,  the  train  of  reflec- 
tion and  inve<<tigation  which  Mr.  Touchwood's  vi»it 
had  interrupted,  and  in  a  short  time  lost  all  recollec- 
tion of  his  episodical  visiter,  and  of  the  engagement  \ 
which  lie  had  formed. 

Not  so  Mr.  Touch  wootl,  who,  when  not  occupied 
with  business  of  real  importance,  had  the  art,  ns  the 
reader  may  have  observed,  to  make  a  prodigious  fuss 
about  nothing  at  all.  Upon  the-prewnt  occasion,  he 
bustled  in  and  f>ut  of  the  kitchen,  till  Mrs.  Dods  lost 
patience,  and  threatened  to  pin  the  dishclout  to  his 
tail;  a  menace  which  hepanloned,  in  consideration, 
that  in  all  the  countries  which  he  had  visited,  which 
are  siifficiontljr  civilized  to  boast  of  cooks,,  these 
artists,  toiling  in  their  flery  element,  have  a  privilege 
to  be  testy  ami  impatient.  He  therefore  retreated 
firom  the  torrid  region  of  Mrs.  DchI's  mierocosni,  and 
employefl  his  time  in  the  usual  devicres  of  loiterers, 
partly  by  walking  for  afi  appetite,  partly  by  observing 
the  progress  of  his  watch  towards  three  o'clock, 
¥rhiMi  he  had  happily  succeeded  in  getting  an  employ- 
ment more  serious.  His  table,  in  the  blue  parlour, 
was  displayed  with  two  covers,  after  the  fairest 
fashion  of  the  Cleikum  Inn ;  yet  the  landlady,  with  a 
look  "civil  but  aly,"  contrived  to  insinuate  a  doubt 
whether  the  clergyman  would  come,  "  when  a'  was 
dune." 

Mr.  Touchwood  scorned  to  listen  to  such  an  insin- 
uation until  the  fated  hour  arrived,  and  brought  with 
it  no  Mr.  Corgill.  The  impatient  ent^^rtainer  allowed 
five  minutes  for  diflen'Mce  of  clocks,  and  variation  of 
time,  and  other  five  for  the  pn>crastination  of  one 
who  went  little  into  society.  «iit  no  s(H)ner  were  the 
last  five  minutes  expended^  than  he  darted  ofi' for  the 
>Ian*>o,  not,  indeed,  much  like  a  greyhound  or  a  deer, 
but  with  the  momentun)  of  a  ci>n>'»lcnt  and  well-np- 
pcti/ofl  elderlv  gentleman,  who  is  in  haste  to  secure 
his  dinner.  Hi;  liouncwi  without  cerenumy  into  the 
parlour,  when;  he  found  the  worthy  divine  clothed  in 
tlu»  same  plaid  tiighi-gown*  and  seated  in  the  very 


elbow-chair,  in  which  he  had  li.fl  him  five  hours  be- 
fore. His  sudden  entrance  n-cnlled  to  Mr.  Cargill, 
n»>t  an  accurate,  but  somtthingof  a  ^rcnerul  rf.-collw- 
tion,  of  what  had  passed  in  the  morninir,  and  he  haa« 
tened  to  afxdog.iU;  with  "Ha!  indeitl- nlrendy?— 
upon  mv  word,  Mr.  A— a—,  I  m«='an  my  dear  friend— 
I  am  afraid  I  have  used  you  ill— 1  forgot  to  order  any 
dinner— but  we  will  do  our  best.— Kppre— Kppie  !" 

Not  at  the  first,  second,  nor  third  call,  but  ex  inter- 
raUo^  as  the  lawyers  expn^ss  it,  ICppie,  a  bare-legged, 
shock-headed,  thick-ankled,  red-orme<l  wench,  enter* 
ed.  and  announced  her  presence  by  au  eoiphaiic 
"What's  your  wiiU?" 

"  Have  you  got  any  thing  in  the  house  for  dimier, 
Eppie?" 

Naething  hut  bread  and  milk,  plenty  o't--what 
should  I  haver 

"Vou  see,  sir,"  said  Mr.  Cargill,  yon  arc  like  to 
have  a  Pythagorean  entertainment;  but  you  are  a 
traveller,  and  nave  doubtless  been  in  your  time  thank- 
ful  for  bread  and  milk." 

"  Hut  never  when  there  was  any  thing  better  to  be 
had,"  said  Mr.  Touchwoojl.  "  Conie,  Doctor,  I  bea 
your  panlon,  but  your  wits  are  fairly  gone  a  wool- 
gathering ;  it  was  1  invited  you  to  dmner,  up  at  the 
mn  yonder,  and  not  you  me.' 

"On  niy  word,  and  so  it  was,"  said  Mr.  Cargill; 
"  I  knew  I  was  quite  right— I  knew  there  was  a  dinner 
engagement  l>etwixt  ua,  I  was  bun.^  of  that,  and  that 
is  the  main  point.— Come,  sir,  I  wait  upon  you." 

/'Will  yo'i  not  first  change  your dasd?  said  the 
visiter,  sct>ing  with  astonishment  that  the  divine  pro- 
posed to  attend  him  in  his  plaid  nichtgown;  ^why» 
we  sliall  have  all  the  boys  in  the  villa ve  after  ua— you 
will  look  like  an  owl  in  sunshine,  ami  thev  will  flock 
roimd  you  like  so  many  hedge-sparrows.' 

"I  will  get  my  clothes  instanily,"  suid  the  worthy 
clergyman;  "I  will  get  ready  diitrtly— I  am  really' 

ashamed  to  keep  you  waiting,  my  dear  Mr. eh— 

eh— your  name  has  this  instant  esi'apefl  me." 

"It  is  Touchwood,  sir,  at  your  siTvice;  I  do  not 
believe  you  ever  heanl  it  before,"  answered  the  tra- 
veller. 

"True— light— no  more  I  have-^wt?!!,  my  good  Mr. 
Touchstone,  will  you  sit  down  an  instant  until  we  see 
what  we  can  do?— strange  slaves  we  make  ourselvea 
to  these  iHxlies  of  ours,  Mr.  Touchstone— the  clothing 
and  the  sustaining  of  them  costs  us  nmch  thought  and 
leisure,  which  might  be  better  employed  in  catering 
for  the  wants  of  our  inmiortal  spirits. ' 

Mr.  Touchwood  thought  in  his  heart  that  never  had 
Rramin  or  Gynmosophist  less  reason  to  reproach  him- 
self with  excess  in  the  indulgeiKv  of  the  table,  or  of 
the  toilet,  than  the  sage  before  him ;  but  he  assented 
to  the  doctrine,  as  he  would  have  done  to  any  minor 
heresy,  rather  than  protract  matters  by  farther  dis- 
cussing the  point  at  present.  In  a  short  time  the 
minister  was  dressed  in  his  Sunday's  puit,  without 
any  farther  mistake  than  turning  one  of  his  black 
stoickings  inside  out;  and  Mr.  Touchwood,  ha^vpy  as 
was  Roswell  when  he  carritnl  ofi"  Dr.  Johnson  in  tri- 
umph to  dine  with  Strahan  and  John  Wilkes,  had  the 
pleasure  of  escorting  him  to  the  Ch  ikum  Inn. 

In  the  course  of  the  afternoon  they  became  more 
familiar,  and  the  familiarity  led  to  their  forming  a  con- 
aiderablc  estimate  of  each  other's  powere  and  acquire- 
ments. It  is  true,  the  traveller  ihouuht  the  student 
too  pedantic,  too  much  attached  to  systems,  which, 
formed  in  solitude,  he  was  unwilling  to  renounce,  even 
when  contradicted  by  the  voice  and  testimony  of  ex- 
perience; and,  moreover,  considcr(>d  his  utter  inatten- 
tion  to  the  quality  of  what  he  eat  and  drank,  as 
unworthy  of  a  mtional,  that  is.  of  u  cooking  creature, 
or  of  a  lieiug  who,  as  defined  by  Johnson,  holds  bid 
dinner  as  the  moat  important  ousiiiej^s  of  the  day. 
Cargill  did  not  act  up  to  this  definition,  and  was, 
therefore,  in  the  eyes  of  his  new  ucctunintanee,  so  far 
ignorant  and  uncivilized.  What  tht  n  ?  He  was  still 
a  sensible,  intelligent  man,  however  abstt'mious  and 
bookish. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  divine  could  not  help  regard- 
ing his  new  friend  as  something  of  an  epicure,  or  belly- 
god,  m»r  could  he  observe  in  him  cither  the  perfect 
educaciunt  or  the  polished  beariug,  which  mtirk  tb* 
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Kniilemftn  of  rank,  and  of  which,  while  he  mincled 
with  the  world,  he  had  become  n  competent  judge. 
.NritKer  did  it  escape  him,  that  in  the  caialosrue  of 
Mr.  Touchwood's  defects,  occurred  that  of  niaiiy  ira- 
/rllerai,  a  slight  disposition  to  exaggerate  his  own 
personal  advcntnrea,  and  to  prose  concernirjg  his  own 
eiploiifl.  But  then,  his  acouaintance  with  Kastern 
manner*,  existing  now  in  the  same  stnte  in  which 
they  werp  found  during  the  time  of  the  Crusades, 
fcrmed  a  living  commentary  on  the  works  of  William 
vf  T\re,  Raymund  of  Saint  Giles,  the  Moslem  annals 
of  Ahulfara&n.  and  other  historians  of  the  dark  period, 
with  which  hi«  studies  were  at  present  occupied. 

A  friendship,  a  companionship  at  least,  was  there- 
fore struck  up  hastily  betwixt  these  two  originals ; 
and  to  the  astonishment  of  the  whole  parish  of  St. 
Ronan'a,  the  minister  thereof  was  seen  once  more 
kagued  and  united  with  an  individunl  of  his  s^ies, 
gnerally  called  among  them  the  Cleikum  Nabob. 
Their  intercourse  sometimes  consisted  in  long  walks, 
which  they  took  in  company,  traversing*,  however,  as 
limited  a  space  of  ground,  as  if  it  had  been  actually 
roped  in  for  their  f>edestnan  exercise.  Their  parade 
wafl,acconiinz  to  circumstances,  a  low  haugh  at  the 
Dtther  end  of  the  ruinous  hamlet,  or  the  esplanade  in 
the  front  of  the  old  castle;  ana,  in  either  cnsi.',  the 
direct  longiuide  of  their  promenade  never  exceeded  a 
hondred  yards.  Sometimes,  but  rarely,  the  divine  took 
Aire  of  Mr.  Tonchwood's  meal,  though  less  splcn- 
OKJiy  set  forth  than  when  he  was  first  invited  to 
urtake  of  it ;  fur,  like  the  owner  of  the  gold  cup  in 
PuBtirB  Hermit,  when  cured  of  his  ostentation, 
"  8tUl  b0  wdoomed,  but  with  leM  of  couL" 

On  these  occasions,  the  conversation  was  not  of  the 
recolar  and  compacted  nature,  which  passes  betwixt 
neo,  as  they  are  ordinarily  termed,  of  this  world.  On 
the  contrary,  the  one  party  was  often  thinking  of  Sa- 
iadin  and  C(Pur  de  Lion,  when  the  other  was  ha- 
nnpiing  on  Hyder  Ali  and  Sir  Eyre  Cootc.  Still, 
however,  the  one  spoke,  and  the  other  seemed  to 
liiten;  and,  perhaps,  the  lighter  intercourse  of  society, 
where  amuaeraent  is  the  sole  object,  can  scarcely  rest 
OB  a  safer  and  more  secure  basis. 

It  Wis  on  one  of  the  evenings  when  the  learned  di- 
vine had  taken  his  place  at  Mr.  TouchM'ood*s  social 
Iwird,  or  mther  at  Mrs.  Dods's.— for  a  cup  of  cxcel- 
Iffli  tea,  the  only  luxury  which  Mr.  Cargill  continued 
tu partake  of  with  some  complacence,  was  the  regale 
before  them,— that  a  card  was  delivered  to  the  Nabob. 

"Mr.  anci  Miss  Mowbray  see  company  at  Sliaws- 
Cwtle  on  the  twentieth  current,  at  two  o'clock— a 
df.inincr—dT*aae9  in  character  admitted— .4  dramatic 
picture."— "See  company?  the  more  fools  they,"  he 
continued  by  way  of  conmunt.  "  See  company  ?— 
dioice  phra«es  are  ever  commendable — and  this  piece 
t'f  pa«teboard  is  to  intimate  that  one  may  go  and  meet 
all  the  fools  of  the  parish,  if  they  have  a  mind— in  my 
time  they  asked  the  honour,  or  the  pleasure,  of  a 
rtranjpr's  company.  I  supiH)se,  b>;  and  by,  we  shall 
havt  m  this  country' the  cereiiioiiinl  of  a  HKlt)uin's 
trtit,  where  cverv  ragged  Hndgi,  with  his  green  tur- 
l4n.  cornea  in  slap  without  leave  asked,  and  has  his 
black  paw  among  the  rice,  with  no  other  apology  than 
J*alam  Alicuni.— 'Dres.si'S  in  character— Dramatic 
J«*mre'— what  new  tomfoolery  can  that  be?— but  it 
*»esnat  signi^'.— Doctor!  1  say  Doctor !— but  he  is 
in  the  seventh  heaven— I  say.  Mother  Dods,  you  who 
kaow  nil  the  news— Is  this  the  feast  that  was  put  off 
until  Miss  Mowbray  should  be  better?" 

"Tnjih  isit,  Maister  Touch  wood— they  are  no  in  the 
^y  of  giving  twa  entertainments  in  one  season— no 
^ttr  wise  to  gie  ane  maybe— but  they  ken  bi-st." 

**I  sty,  Doctor,  Doctor !— Bless  his  five  wits,  he  is 
charging  the  Mosleinah,  with  stout  King  Richnrd- 
I  ny,  tA>ctur,  do  you  know  any  thing  of  these  Mow- 
hrar^T" 

"Nothing  extremely  particular,"  answenxl  Mr.Car- 
kJI  afnT  a  pause ;  "  it  is  an  ordinary  tale  of  greatness, 
whirh  blaz**s  in  one  century,  and  is  cxtinguisbt'd  m 
th'  next.  1  think  Canidf  ri  savs,  that  Thomas  Mow- 
Inv.  who  was  Grand-Marshal  of  Eimland,  »urce<'ded 
^  tuat  high  office,  as  Wfll  as  to  the  Dukedom  of  Nor- 
ttk,  as  gnmdson  of  Roger  Bigot,  in  1301." 


"  Pshaw,  man,  yon  are  back  into  the  14th  century— 
I  mean  these  Mowbrnys  of  St.  Rnnan's— no%v,  don't 
full  aslei'i)  again  until  you  have  answered  my  ques- 
tion—and  don't  look  so  like  a  startled  hare— I  am 
speaking  no  treason." 

The  clergyman  floundered  a  moment,  as  is  usual 
with  an  absent  man  who  is  recovering  the  train  of 
his  ideas,  or  a  somnambulist  when  he  is  suddenly 
awakened,  and  then  answered,  still  with  hesitation, — 

"Mowbray  of  St.  Ronan's?- ha— eh— I  know— that 
is— I  did  know  the  family." 

"  Here  they  are  going  to  give  a  masguerode,  a  bal 
pare,  private  theatricals,  I  think,  and  what  not," 
handing  him  the  card. 

"  I  saw  somethirig  of  this  a  fortni3rht  ago,"  said  Mr. 
Cargill ;  "  indeed,  1  either  had  a  ticket  myseli  or  I 
saw  such  a  one  as  that." 

"  Are  you  sure  you  did  not  attend  the  party,  Doctor?" 
said  the  Nat)ob. 

**  Who  attend  ?  I  ?  you  ara  jesting,  Mr.  Touch- 
wood." 

*'  But  are  you  quite  positive?"  demanded  Mr. Touch- 
wood, who  had  observed,  to  his  infinite  amusement, 
thai  tne  learned  and  abstracted  s<:holar  was  so  con- 
scious of  his  own  peculiarities,  as  never  to  be  very 
sure  on  any  such  subject. 

"  Positive  I"  he  reiK?aled  with  embarrassment ;  "my 
memory  IS  so  wretched  that  I  never  like  to  be  positive 
—but  had  I  done  any  thing  so  far  out  of  my  usual 
way,  I  must  have  remembered  it,  one  would  think— 
and— I  am  positive  1  was  not  there." 

"  Neither  could  you.  Doctor,"  said  the  Nabob, 
laughing  at  the  process  bv  whicii  his  friend  reasoned 
himsi^lf  into  confidence,  for  it  did  not  take  place- 
it  was  adjourned,  and  this  is  the  second  invitation- 
there  will  be  one  iox  you,  as  you  had  a  card  to  tho 
former.— Come,  Doctor,  you  must  go— you  and  I  will 
go  together- 1  as  an  Iniaun— I  can  say  my  Bismillah 
with  any  Hadgi  of  them  all— You  as  a  cardinal,  or 
what  you  like  best." 

*'  \V  ho,  I  ?— it  is  unbt^oming  my  station.  Mr.  Touch- 
wood," said  the  clergyman— "a  folly  altogether  in- 
consistent with  my  habits." 

"  All  the  better -you  shall  change  your  habits." 

"  You  had  better  gang  up  and  see  them,  Mr.  Ca» 
gill,"  said  Mrs.  Dods ;  for  it's  maybe  the  last  sight 
yc  may  see  of  Mixs  Mowbray— they  say  she  is  to  be 
married  and  off  to  England  ane  of  thac  odd-come- 
shortlies,  wi'  some  of  the  gowks  about  the  Waal 
down-by." 

"  Marrit>d !"  said  the  clerg\'mnn ;  "  it  is  impossible !" 

"  Hut  Where's  the  impossibility,  3Ir.  Cargill,  when 
ye  see  folk  marry  every  day,  and  buckle  them  your- 
sell  into  the  bargain  ?— Maybe  ye  think  the  puir  fasbio 
has  a  bi-e  in  her  bonnet ;  but  ye  ken  youraell  if  nae- 
body  but  wise  folk  were  to  marrv,  the  wnrld  wad  lie 
ill  peopliil.  I  think  it's  the  wise  folk  that  keep  single, 
like  yourself  and  me.  Mr.  Cargill.— Gudc  guide  us  !— 
arc  ye  woel  ?— will  you  taste  a  drap  o'  something?" 

"  Snitfnt  my  ottar  of  roses,"  said  Mr.  Touchwood ; 
"  the  scent  would  revive  the  dead— why,  what  in  the 
devil's  name  is  the  meaning  of  this?— you  were  quite 
well  just  now." 

"A  sudden  qualm,"  said  Mr.  Cargill,  recovering 
himself. 

"  Oh !  Mr.  Cargill,"  said  Dame  Dods,  "  this  comes 
of  your  lang  fasts." 

*  Right,  dame,"  subjoined  Mr.  Touchwood;  *'and 
of  breaking  them  with  sour  milk  and  pease  bannock— 
the  least  morsel  oi  Christian  food  is  rejected  by  tho 
stomach,  Just  as  a  small  gentleman  refuses  the  visit 
of  a  creditable  neighbour,  lest  he  see  the  nakedness 
of  the  land— ha!  ha!" 

*'  And  there  is  really  a  talk  of  Miss  Mowbray  of  St. 
Rinan's  being  married  ?"  said  the  ch.rjfj'man. 

"Troth  ia  there,"  said  the  dame;  "it's  Trotting 
Nelly's  news;  and  though  she  likes  a  jlrappie,  I  dinna 
think  she  would  invent  a  lee  or  carry  ane— at  least  to 
me,  that  am  a  toiile  customer." 

'•  This  must  be  looked  to,"  said  Mr.  Cargill,  as  if 
speaking  to  himself. 

"  In  troth,  and  so  it  should,"  said  Dame  Dods ;  "  it's 
a  sin  and  a  shame  if  they  should  employ  the  tinkling 
cymbal  they  ca'  Chatterly^  and  «vc  «.  V^raiia^Mexyssw 
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tnimpc^t  AS  yonrwlf  in  the  land,  Mr.  Carpll ;  and  if 
ye  will  lake  r  ftilo's  advice,  ye  winna  lot  the  multure 
oe  tVen  bv  your  nin  mill.  Mr.  Carpll." 

"True,  iruo,  ^'ockI  Mother  Dotlft,"  said  tho  NaJxih; 
"glovi'8  ami  haibandn  :irf  tilings  to  be  looked  ofu^r, 
and  Mr.  Carj,Mll  had  hett«r  ffo  down  lo  this  cnrsed 
fofcitivity  with  me,  in  order  to  see  after  his  own  inte- 
rest." 

"  I  must  sfx^ak  with  the  young  lady,"  said  the  cler- 
gy mnti,  still  in  a  brown  study. 

"Ri:^liL.  ri^ht,  my  bov  of  hi  ark -letter,"  snid  the 
Nabob ;  '*  with  me  you  shall  fro,  and  we'll  brin;?  thrni 
to  submission  to  mother-rhurch,  I  warrant  you— 
Whv,  the  idea  of  being  rheoti^  in  such  a  way,  would 
scare  a  Santon  out  of  his  trance.— What  dress  will 
you  wear  ?" 

"  My  own,  to  be  sure,"  said  the  divine,  startmg  from 
his  reverie. 

"True,  thou  art  risht  ngoin— they  may  want  to  knit 
the  knot  on  the  spot,  and  who  would  be  married  by  a 
parson  in  masquerade?— We  j^o  to  the  entertainment 
though- -it  is  a  done  thing."  .      ,, 

The  clergyman  assented,  provided  he  should  receive 
an  invitation ;  and  us  that  was  found  at  the  Manse, 
he  had  no  excuse  for  retracting,  even  if  he  had  seemed 
to  desire  one. 


CHAPTER  XVIIL 
fortune's  fholics. 
Count  Bavtet.  Wp  ecntlomnn,  wIiom;  carriafei  ran  oa  the  four 
aoos.  aro  apt  tu  have  a  wlieol  out  or  order. 

OifL  history  must  now  look  a  little  backwards;  and 
althouiih  it  is  rather  foreipn  to  our  nattiral  style  of 
composition,  it  must  speak  more  in  narrative,  and  less 
in  dialogue,  rather  telling  what  happened,  than  its 
effects  upon  the  actors.  Our  purpose,  however^  is 
only  conditionnl.  for  we  foresee  temptations  which 
may  render  it  difficult  for  us  exactly  to  keep  it. 

The  arrival  of  the  young  Karl  of  Ktherington  at  the 
•alutiferous  fountain  of  St.  Ronan*8  had  prodiwHid  the 
fitroni.'cst  sensation;  especially,  as  it  was  joined  with 
the  singular  accident  of  the  atU'mpt  upon  his  lord- 
ship's t>erson,  as  he  took  a  short  cut  ihrouirh  the 
woods  on  foot,  at  a  distance  from  his  equipage  and 
servants.  The  gallantry  with  which  he  heat  off  the 
highwayman,  was  only  equal  to  his  generosity ;  for 


in  the  known  world.  In  short,  the  love  of  Alphem 
f(ir  .Vre.ihu^a  was  a  nierejest^  rompnre<i  to  that  which 
the  Doftiir  interlniiied  for  his  favourite  fountain. 

The  new  and  nohlt-  guot,  who've  arrival  so  much 
illustrnitxl  thfsc'8cen( nof eonvalesoence and nfgayety. 
was  not  at  first  seen  so  much  at  the  onlinary,  and 
other  places  of  publi';  n^sort  as  liod  been  the  hope  ol 
ihe  worthy  company  asj*irmf)l«<l.  His  health  ind  hii 
wound  provL^  an  excuse  for  making  his  visits  to  ihi 
[Society  tV  w  and  far  betwetn. 

But  when  he  did  appear,  his  manners  and  person 
were  infinitely  captivating;  and  evtui  the  carnalioo- 
r?oloun.<i  silk  handkerchief,  which  susiHjsnded  his 
woundL*d  arm,  together  Mitn  the  paleness  and  lan- 
iOior  which  loss  of  blood  had  left  on  his  haniisome 
imd  open  countenanci*,  gave  a  grace  to  the  whole 
iierson  which  muny  of  the  ladies  declarud  irresistible. 
VII  contendi>d  for  his  notice,  attracted  at  once  by  hia 
^iffability,  and  piqued  by  the  calm  and  easy  noncAo- 
lance  with  which  it  seemed  to  be  blencied.  The 
scheming  and  selfish  Mowbray,  the  coarse-minded 
and  brutal  Sir  Riiigis  accu-^tomed  to  consider  them* 
(H.'lves,  and  to  be  considered,  as  the  first  men  of  tba 
(larty,  sunk  into  comparative  insignificance.  Bur 
fthierty  Lady  Penelope  thrtw  out  the  captivations  of 
her  Wit  anrrherbteraiure;  while  I«ady  Binka,  trusting 
to  her  natural  charms,  eiideavotirtMl  eoually  to  attract 
his  notice.  Tlie  other  iiyumhs  of  the  spa  oeld  a  little 
back,  upon  the  principle  of  that  politcnes**,  which,  at 
eontini^ntal  hunting  parties,  affords  the  first  shot  at  a 
fine  pit-ce  of  game,  to  the  person  of  the  highest  rank 
present;  but  the  thought  throbbed  in  many  a  fair 
bi.)som,  that  their  ladyships  miglii  miss  their  aim,  in 
iinile  of  the  advarita:;rs  thus  allowed  them,  and  tnol 
iniTc  miuht  then  he  room  for  less  exalttnl,  but  per- 
haps not  less  skilful,  markswomen,  to  try  their  chauce. 

But  while  the.  Karl  thus  withdrew  from  nuMic  so- 
ciety, it  was  netrcssary,  at  least  natural,  that  ne  should 
choose  some  one  with  whorn  to  share  the  solitude  ol 
his  own  apartment ;  and  Mowbray,  superior  in  rank 
to  the  half-nay  whisky-drinking  Captain  MacTurk; 
in  dash  to  Wmterblossom,  who  was  broken  down, 
niiil  turned  twaddler;  and  in  tact  and  sense  to  Sir 
Hinao  Binks,  easily  manceuvred  himself  into  his 
lortlship's  more  intimate  society;  and  internally 
th^nkirig  the  honest  footpad,  whose  bullet  had  heen 
the  indirect  means  of  secluding  his  intended  victim 
from  all  society  hut  his  own,  he  gradually  l»egan  to 
feel  the  way,  an»l  prove  the  strength  gf  his  anta- 


he  declined  making  any  researches  afti>r  the  poor  '  ironist,  at  the  various  games  of  skill  and  hazard  which 


devil,  although  Iiis  lordship  had  received  a  severe 
wound  in  the  .scuffle. 

Of  the  "  three  black  Graces,"  as  they  have  been 
termed  bv  one  of  the  most  pleasant  companions  of 
our  time.  Law  and  Physic  hastened  to  do  homage  to 
Lord  Etherington,  represonte*!  by  Mr.  Meiklewham 
and  Dr.  Quackleben ;  while  Divinity,  as  favourable, 
though  more  coy,  in  the  pt^rson  of  the  Reverend  Mr. 


Simon  Cliatterly,  stood  on  tiptoe  to  offer  any  service  \  of  triumphant  nigueryeouhi  nave  extorted  from  him. 


he  intro^Iuced,  appanntly  with  the  sole  purpose  <^ 
relieving  the  tedium  of  a  sick-chambcr. 

Meiklewham,  who  felt,  or  atl'ected,  the  greatest 
possible  interest  in  his  patron's  success,  and  who 
watched  every  opportunity  to  inquire  li«>w  his  schemes 
advanced,  received  at  first  such  favourable  accounts 
as  made  him  grin  from  ear  to  ear,  rub  his  hands,  and 
chuckle  forth  such  hursts  of  glee  as  only  the  success 


in  her  power. 

For  die  honourable  reason  already  assigned,  his 
lordship,  after  thanking  Mr.  Meiklewham,  and  hint- 
ing, that  he  miuht  have  different  occasion  for  his  ser- 
vices, declined  nis  offer  to  search  out  the  delinquent  by 
whom  he  had  been  wounded ;  while  to  th*'  care  of  the 
Doctor  he  subjected  the  cure  of  a  smart  liesh-woun«i 
in  the  arm,  together  with  a  slight  scratch  on  the 
temple;  and  s«)  verv  genteel  was  his  behaviour  on 
the  occasion,  that  the  Doctor,  in  his  anxiety  for  his 


Mowbray  looked  grave,  however,  and  checked  hia 
mirth. 

"  There  was  something  in  it,  af>er  all,"  he  said 
"  that  he  could  not  perfectly  understand.  Ethering- 
ton, a  used  hand— d— d  sharp— up  to  every  thing,  IM 
yet  he  lost  his  money  like  a  baby." 

"  And  what  the  matter  how  he  Iosct  it,  so  you  win 
it  like  a  man?"  said  his  legal  friend  and  adviser. 

"Why,  hang  it,  I  cannot  nil,"  rtplied  Mowbray- 
"  were  it  not  that  I  think  he  has  scarce  the  impu* 


Kifety,  enjoined  him  a  month's  course  of  the  waters,  !  denoe  to  propose  such  a  thing  to  succettl,  curse  im 


if  he  would  enjov  the  comfort  of  a  complete  and  ptr 
ft»ci  recovery.  Nothing  so  frequent,  he  could  assure 
his  l<.>rdship,  as  the  oiK'iiing  of  cicatrized  wounds; 
and  tile  waters  of  St.  Ronan's  Spring  Iwiim.accordinff 
to  Dr.  Quack leben,  a  remedy  for  all  the  troubles 
which  flnsh  is  heir  to,  could  not  fail  to  eoual  those  of 
Barigf,  in  facilitating  the  discharge  of  all  splintersor 
extraneous  maitej,  which  a  bullet  mtiy  chance  lo  in- 
<orpor;ite  with  the  human  frame,  to  its  great  annoy- 
aiKv.  For  he  wa^  wont  to  sae,  that  although  he 
eould  nor  dj^rlarc  the  waters  which  he  patronised  to 
be  an  nl)St)Iute  panpharmacttti,  yet  he  would  with 
word  ana  pen  maintain,  that  they  possessed  the  prin- 
diul  virtues  of  the  most  ctjlebrattid  medicinal  springa 


but  I  should  think  he  was  coming  the  old  soldiei 
over  me,  and  keeping  up  his  game.— But  no— he  car 
scarce  have  tlip  impudence  to  think  of  that— I  find 
however,  that  he  has  done  Wolverine— cleaned  oa 
poor  Tom— though  Tom  wrote  lo  me  tlie  prp«;i8e  con 
trary,  yet  the  truth  has  since  come  out— W'lrll.  I  shal 
avence  him,  for  I  see  his  lordship  is  to  be  had  as  wel 
as  other  folk." 

"  VV«  ol,  Mr.  Mowbray,"  said  the  lawyer,  in  a  ton« 
of  affected  sympathy,  ye  ken  your  own  ways  bci 
—but  the  heavens  will  bhrs-s  a  moderate  mind, 
would  not  like  to  »^  you  ruin  this  poor  \vn\,/unditui 
that  is  to  say.  out  and  out.  To  lose  some  of  ih 
ready  will  do  him  no  great  hariOi  aud  maybe  giv 
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him  a  Icwon  L;  maybe  the  better  of  as  lonj?  as  he  [ 
live?— hiir  1  wnd  not.  as  nn  horn»st  m^ix,  wish  voti  to 
jr>id«.'»j'Hr— V'»ii  shouiil  sp^rr-  the  lad.  Mr.  Mowbniy." 
"Who  sjinred  mr,  iWoiklewham ?"  naiil  Mowbray, 
with  a  I<Kik  and  tone  of  di«p  iMiiphasis— "No.  uo — 
he  mint  20  tiiroui^h  the  mill— inomy  and  niori^v's 
vrorlii.-His  Prat  is  calhtl  OakendaK— think  of 
that.  Mir-k— Oikendnlc!  Oh,  nnino  of  thrirr  happy 
•iiiTnnI— Speak  not  of  inorcy.  Mick— the  s'luirri-ls  of 
Ouki-rldalr  must  \v.'  dismounted,  and  I'.arn  to  '^o 
a-foot.— Wliai  morcy  r:in  the-  wnndfrinff  lord  of  Troy 
tipwt  arnons  the  (>r»'ek8?  The  Greeks !— I  am  a 
verj'  Sidiote  — the  bravest  of  Greeks. 

'  I  think  nof  of  pily.  I  think  not  of  frar. 

Ke  neiUior  iniut  know  who  H-uuid  aRrvc  the  Vrrier.' 

.\Tid  necessirv,   Mick,"  he  ronrluded,  with  a  tone 
Mmrthinpf  altentl,  "nect'ssily  is  as  unrelenting  a 
1-1'IiTUP  any  Vizi»?ror  Paeha,  whom  Scand«rbcg  ever 
L-Jchf  with,  or  Byron  has  sum?." 
Meikiewhnm  f.'hoed  his  patron's  ejaculation  with  a 


ivNind  betwixt  a  whine,  a  ehuekie,  and  a  xroan  ;  the 
fini  boinq  dnsia:ned  to  ex[>re8s  his  pretended  pity  for 
the  dt  siincd  victim ;  the  sreond  his  f^yinpathy  with  his 


pitrjnss  nrospeets  of  8ueee:<!< ;  and  the  third  bcin;?  a 
whittle  admoniiory  of  the  dancrerous  courses  through 
which  his  object  was  to  be  pursued. 

Saliotc  as  he  boasted  hiniK<:lf,  Mowbray  had  soon 
after  this  conversation,  some  reason  to  admit  that, 

"  Wlien  Greek  mwtd  Grc^k,  then  come*  the  tuc  of  war.'* 
The  liijht  skirmish  in:;  betwixt  the  parties  was  end(?d, 
and  the  serious  battle  comnunced  with  soine  caution 
on  either  side  ;  each  r>crhaps  dcsirotisof  Ix^iu.:;  mnsrer 
of  his  r»piMjnent'8  system  of  tactifs,  before  exposini? 
ksown.  Piquet,  tHe  most  beautiful  game  at  which 
a  man  can  make  sacrifice  of  his  I'lrtune^  was  one  with 
which  Mifwbray  hail,  for  his  niisforfuu-jpfriiaiia,  been 
acfoaniisd,  from  an  earlv  ape,  a  lurreat  proficieni.  and 
m  which  ihi;  Plarl  of  R(ht>rinfi:ton,  with  less  ex;Mrri- 
ead',  proverl  no  novice.  They  now  playt^l  for  such 
Pnk"*  as  Mowbray's  slate  of  fortune  rendend  eoii- 
nderahlefoliiin,  lh6u;;h  his  antagonist  apj)ean.!d  not  to 
rejfard  the  amuunt.  .And  they  played  wilii  various 
Rucoes.*  ;  for,  though  Mowbray  at  limes  returned  with 
a  diaile  of  confidence  the  inrjuirim;  looks  of  his  friend 
Meiklewham,  there  were  iiiher  occasions  on  wiiich  he 
»«med  to  evade  them,  as  if  his  own  had  a  sad  coii- 
fwRion  Uy  make  in  reply. 

"nii-se  altt;rations,  tliouuh  frcipiftnt,  did  not  occupy, 
aftor  all,  many  days  ;  for  Mowbray,  a  frii.nd  of  all 
hnura,  spent  much  of  his  time  in  Lord  Ktherint^ton's 
apiirrtnent,  and  these  few  days  were  days  of  battle. 
la  the  mean  tirne,  as  hip  lonlship  was  now  su(nciently 
r»^)VPnMi  to  join  the  parly  at  Shaws-Castle,  and  Miss 
.Mowhray's  health  beini?  announced  as  restored,  that 
priposal  was  renewed,  wi^li  the  addition  of  a  dra- 
mai!c  entcTiainment,  the  nature  of  which  we  shall 
aflerwanls  have  occasion   to  exnlain.    Canls  were 
anew  issued  to  all  those  who  had  been  form* tIv  inclu- 
ded 13  the  invitatiim,  and  of  course  to  Mr.  Touch- 
I       woud.  a?  formerly  a  rcsidrni  at  the  Well,  and  now  in 
I       th^  nrizhbouriiood  ;  it  buimi  previously  aj;reeil  amoni; 
i       ihe  hdi'^>».  that  a  Nabob,  tliou^ih  sonieiiuuH  adin;;y 
ordama/JHi  commodity,  wis  not  to  be  rashly  or  un- 
nf*:w«yniy  neslecte<l.    As  to  the  parson,  he  had  been 
,       "Ae-d,  of  course,  as  an  old  acquaintance  of  the  Xow- 
}       l>rty  house,  not  to  be  left  out  wh»'n  the  friends  of  the 
{       liniily  wer>:  invite<l  on  a  irrrat  scale;  but  his  habits 
l^fjr*'  well  known,  and  it  was  no  more  exjK'cted  that 
K  wuuld  ii^uve  hi«  manse  on  mch  an  oireasiftn,  than 
tnnr  ih»^kirk  should  ifiosen  itself  from  its  foutidations. 
lt\v«9  after  these  arrangements  had  been  marie, 
iHai  the    Laird  of  St.  lliman's   suddenly   enK»red 
M-iklewham's  private  apartment  with  lonks  of  »'x- 
nltririon.  The  worthy  s<^nbe  turned  his  spectacled  nose 
towards  his  paimn,  and  holdinu  in  one  hand  the 
hunch  of  papers  which  he  had  liei.'n  just  iK.riisinK, 
aad  m  the  other  the  tape  witti  which  he  was  about  lo 
lie  rlinrn  up  as^in,  suspended  that  oiH'ratiou  to  await 
wnh  (jpen  eyes  and  ears  the  communication  of  Mow- 
bray. 

"I  have  done  him!"  he  said,  exuliingly,  yet  in  a 
iMic  of  voice  lowertd  almost  10  a  wiiisper ;  "  caponed  1 


his  lordshiti  for  this  bout — rloubb*d  niy  capital,  Mick, 
and  snmeihinfr  num\— Hush,  don't  inlernipt  mc — wo 
must  think  of  C'larsi  now— s!ie  mu.^t  share  the  sun- 
shine, should  it  prove  but  a  blink  Ixfore  a  slurm. — 
Y<iu  know,  Mick,  ihe«etwod--  d  women,  liady  Pene- 
lope and  the  Flinks,  have  wiiletl  that  they  will  havo 
s<.»meihinR  like  a  6a/  pari  on  this  occasion,  a  sort  of 
theatrieni  exhibition,  and  that  those  who  like  it  shall 
be  dressed  in  character.— I  know  their  meaning;— they 
think  (^lara  has  no  dress  fit  for  suj'h  fo«ilery,  and  so 
thev  h(»pe  to  eclipse  her;  Lady  Pen,  with  her  old- 
fashioned,  ill-set  diamond*^,  and  my  Lady  ISinks, 
with  the  now-fashi  )nwl  finery  which  shi*  sw4)pi  her 
character  for.     I*ut  Clara  shan't  b**  borne  down  so, 

by !    If?»)t  that  atrect«.-<l  slut.  Lady  Kinks's  maid. 

to  tell  me  what  her  mistress  had  set  her  mind  on,  and 
she  is  to  wear  a  Greeuin  habit,  forsooth,  like  one  ot 
Will  Allan's  Kastern  sulijects.— But  here's  the  rub — 
there  is  only  one  shawl  tor  sale  in  Kdinburph  that  is 
worth  phowini;  off  in,  and  that  is  at  the  Gallery  ot 
Fashion.— Now,  Mick,  my  friend,  that  shawl  nmst 
be  had  for  Clara,  with  the  other  trankutnf?  of  muslin 
and  lace,  and  so  fi)rih,  which  you  wdl  find  marked 
in  thepaiMT  there.— Send  instantly  and  secure  it,  for^ 
as  Tiady  Hinks  wri?es  by  to-morrow's  post  your  order 
can  po  by  to-ni:?ht's  njiiil— There  is  a  note  tor  T^.tiw." 

From  a  mechanical  habit  of  never  refusing  any 
thini!,  Meiklewham  readily  took  the  note,  but  havinc; 
looki'd  at  it  ihrouzh  hi<  spectacles,  he  continued  to 
iiold  it  in  his  hand  as  he  remonstrated  with  his  pat- 
ron.-" This  is  a'  vt.-ry  kindly  meant,  ISt.  Ronan  s— 
v»'ry  kindly  meint ;  and  I  wad  bo  the  last  to  say  that 
Miss  Clara  does  not  merit  respect  and  kindness  at 
your  hnnd ;  but  I  dt>ulit  mickle  if  -he  wad  care  a 
l>odl<'  for  thae  braw  things.  Ve  ken  yoursvll,  shu 
st'ldom  alurs  her  fashions.  Od,  she  thinks  her 
riflirjg-hribit  drttss  enoujrh  for  ony  coinpany ;  and  if 
you  were  isan^ingby  g<iod  looks,  so  it  is— if  she  had  a 
thought  mair  colour,  poor  dear." 

"  VV«ll,  well,"  sail!  Mowbray,  impatiently,  "  let  mo 
alone  U)  rt*c<mcilea  woman  ami  a  fine  dress." 

*'  To  b'*  sure,  ye  ken  best,"  said  the  writer ;  "  but 
after  a,'  now,  wad  it  no  be  better  to  lay  by  this  hun- 
drini  piiund  in  Tam  Turnpinny's,  in  case  the youna 
ladv  shouhl  want  it  aft«'rhe:id,  just  for  a  sair  foot  ?" 

"Vou  are  a  fool,  Mi  .k ;  what  sijjr.ifies  healing  a 
s<iri^  foi>t,  when  there  will  be  a  broken  heart  in  the 
ease?  -No,  110— gel  the  tilings  as  I  desire  you— we 
will  bla/e  them  down  for  one  day  at  least ;  perhaps  it 
will  be  the  beginnini^  of  a  imiper  dahh." 

"  Wwl,  weel,  I  wish  it  may  be  so."  answered  Mei- 
klewham ;  *  hut  this  ytiuns?  Karl— nae  yc  found  the 
wejik  p»)in'  ?— Can  ye  ::et  a  dtseernilurc  against  hijn, 
with  KXin-nses?— that  is  the  (im^stion." 

**  I  wish  I  crnilJ  auH wer  »t,"  said  Miiwbray,  thought- 
fully.—"Confound  the  fellf»w— he  is  a  cut  aUn'e  me 
in  rank  and  in  society  ino— belongs  to  the  pn?al 
ehibs,  and  i»«  in  with  the  Supt^laiives  and  Inaeci?ssi- 
ble.s,  and  all  th-it  sort  of  folk.— My  training  has  been 
a  peg  lower — but,  hang  it,  there  are  better  dogs  bred 
in  the  kennel  tlian  in  the  parlour.  I  ain  up  to  him,  I 
think— ai  least  I  will  soon  know,  Mick,  whether  I 
am  nr  no,  and  tliat  is  alwayn  one  comfort.  Never 
rnind— tlo  you  execute  my  commission,  and  take  cire 
you  name  no  names— I  must  save  my  little  Abigail's 
'rcimiation." 

They  parted,  Meiklewham  to  execute  his  patron's 
e  )niim:«-ion— his  patron  to  bring  lo  the  test  th«i?o 
hopes,  liie  uncertainty  of  which  he  could  not  disguise 
from  his  own  saL'ueity. 

Trusting  t'»  the  continuance  of  his  nm  of  luck, 
Mc»wbray  resolvifl  to  bring  affairs  to  a  erisi**  that 
same  evenin  J.  Kvery  tiling  seemtnl  in  the  out«»t  to 
favour  his  purpose.  They  had  dined  together  in 
Lord  Klherington's  apartments— his  state  of  health 
interfered  with  the  circulation  of  the  l»oitle,  and  a 
drizzly  autunmal  evenin^  renderr-d  walkinc  disaimse- 
able.  even  had  they  irone  no  farther  than  the  private 
stable  where  Lonf  Klherington's  horses  were  kept, 
under  the  cire  of  a  groom  of  Hiperior  skil'.^  Caiila 
were  naturally,  almii^t  nee^ssan'y.  resorleti  to,  as 
the  only  alii-rnative  for  heh'inij  away  thr  evening, 
and  piquet  w;is.  as  fonu»'rly,  eho.«"n  for  the  game. 

Lord  Etherington  buined  ui  first  indolently  corv^ 
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leM  and  indifTerent  ahout  his  plajr,  mfferinp^  advon- 
lagtjs  to  e8c*npc  hirn,  of  which,  in  n  more  attLiitivc 
atuto  of  mind,  hi>  could  riot  havi.>  f<iiK^i  to  nvriil  him- 
81'If.  Muu'hrny  iiphruidLtl  hiin  with  his  iiiuttL-ntidi), 
and  propotiii.ll  a  dircpir  iitake,  in  ordrT  to  iiittrc.st  Iiiiii 
in  the  unme.  The  yoiiiii;  nohlLiiian  nmipheii;  and 
in  the  roiir«N>  of  a  few  huindji,  tlie  Kaiiitrtiiors  Ix-fanit.' 
both  dci'ply  eiigagttl  in  watching  and  pnifiiinK  by 
the  chaiiRoe  of  fortune.  Tht-.st;  were  «i  many,  »o 
varied,  and  n)  une.xiM-ctrd,  that  the  very  toulfi  of  the 
player;*  Hf.vmed  at  Jeiij^th  ff.'nired  in  tlie  event  of  the 
BtruK^le;  and,  by  dint  of  doubling  ntakea.  the  accu- 
mulatMl  sum  ot  a  thousand  oouiuU  and  upwards, 
upon  each  side,  cnnie  to  ho.  xtaKed  in  the  iHsue  of  tlm 

Sinic— So  large  a  T\»k  includefl  all  ihotie  fund»  which 
owhray  commanded  by  hia  flinter's  kindneiis,  and 
nearly  all  his  previous)  wiimiTigti,  so  to  him  the  alter- 
native was  victory  or  ruin.  He  could  not  hide  Um  agi- 
tation, however  ilef>irou8  to  do  so.  He  drank  wine  to 
supply  himself  with  <:ourag(r-he  dnmk  watrr  Ut  cool 
hia  agitation ;  and  at  leiigiti  bent  hiniKolf  in  play  with 
08  much  care  and  attention  us  he  felt  himself  enabled 
to  commnnd. 

In  tho  first  part  of  the  game  their  luck  appi'ared 
tolerably  eiiiial,  and  the  play  of  both  bt:littin^'  game- 
sters w  no  had  dured  to  place  siich  a  sum  on  the  cast, 
l^ut,  as  it  dn:w  towards  a  conelutnion,  fortune  altoge- 
ther deserted  him  who  stoi>d  nu}fii  in  need  of  her  fa- 
vour, and  Mowbray,  with  silent  despair,  saw  his  fate 
depend  on  a  single  trick,  and  that  with  every  otlds 
against  him,  for  Lord  FUherington  was  elder  hand. 
}Hit  how  can  fortune's  favour  secure  any  cme  who  is 
not  true  to  himself?— By  an  infracti»)n  of  the  laws  of 
the  KAiiit'i  which  could  only  have  beer  expei^ted  from 
the  veriest  bungler  that  ever  touched  a  can!,  Lonl 
Elheringttm  calie<l  a  point  without  showing  it,  and, 
oy  the  ordinar>'  rule,  Mowbray  was  entitled  to  count 
his  own— and  in  the  course  of  that  and  the  next 
nan(l,  L^aim^  the  game  and  swept  the  stakes.  Loni 
Rtherington  showed  chagrin  and  displeasure,  and 
seemed  to  think  that  the  rigour  of  the  game  had  l»een 
more  insisteil  upon  than  in  courtesy  it  ought  to  have 
been,  when  men  were  pluyinu  for  so  small  a  stake. 
Mowbray  did  not  understand  this  logic.  A  thousand 
pounds,  be  said,  were  in  his  eyes  no  nutshells;  the 
nilrs  of  piquet  were  insisted  on  by  all  but  boys  and 
ivomen ;  and  for  his  part,  be  had  rather  not  play  at 
all  than  not  play  the  game. 

**  80  it  would  seem,  my  dear  Mowbray,"  said  the 
Earl ;  *'  for  on  my  snul,  I  never  saw  so  disconsolate  a 
visage  as  thine  during  that  unlucky  game— it  with- 
drew all  my  attention  from  my  hand;  and  I  may 
aafely  say,  your  rueful  countenance  has  stix)d  me  in 
a  thousand  |>ounds.  If  I  could  transfer  thy  long  vis- 
age to  canvass,  I  should  have  both  my  revinge  and 
my  money ;  for  a  correct  resemblance  would  be  worth 
not  a  penny  less  than  the  original  has  cost  me." 

"You  are  welcome  to  your  jest,  my  lord,"  said 
Mowbray^  "it  has  bitn  well  naid  for;  and  I  will 
■crve  you  in  ten  thousand  at  the  same  rate.  What 
say  you?"  he  proceedeii,  taking  up  ami  shuffling  the 
cards,  "will  you  do  yoursc>]f  more  juHtiee  m  anotlier 
Ifame  ?— Revenge,  t Hey  say,  is  sweet." 

"I  have  no  appetite  for  it  this  evening,"  said  the 
Earl,  gravely;  "if  I  had,  Mowbray,  you  might  come 
by  the  worse.  I  do  not  ulicays  call  a  point  without 
anowingit." 

"  Vour  lordship  is  out  of  humour  with  yourself  for 
a  bhmder  that  might  happen  to  any  man  —it  waa  as 
much  my  go<Ni  luck  as  a  gtHxl  hand  would  have  been, 
and  so  fortune  be  praisf>d." 

"  Bui  what  if  with  this  Fornme  had  naught  to 
do?"  replied  Lord  Elherington.— "What  if,  sitting 
down  with  an  honest  fellow  and  a  friend  like  your- 
wlf,  Mowbray,  a  man  should  rather  choose  to  lose 
his  own  money,  which  he  could  alFord,  than  to  win 
what  it  mi^ht  distress  his  friend  to  part  with?" 

"Hiipr)osiiig  a  case  so  far  out  of  sup|K)sition.  my 
lord,"  TRHwen'fl  Mowbray,  who  felt  the  question  liok- 
lish— "for,  with  submission,  the  allegation  is  easily 
made,  and  is  totally  incapableof  proof— I  should  say, 
no  one  had  a  riuhi  to  think  f«>r  me  in  such  a  uarticu- 
lar,  or  to  suppose  that  I  played  for  a  higher  stake  tliuii 
was  convenient." 


[  "And  thus  yonr  friend,  poor  dtvil,"  replied  Lord 
•  Ktherington,  "would  hise  his  nn'my,  and  nm  the 
ri^k  <if  a  quarrel  into  the  liooi !  We  will  rry  it  anr>- 
thir  way— Suppose  this  L'tNKl-huirinund  and  .niniple 
minded  Kaiui.:-»er  had  a  favour  «>f  tin;  lieepi.'^it  im(<on 
to  ask  of  his  fritnd,  and  judged  it  \k.iUt  to  pnicr  his 
reuuesf  to  a  winner  than  to  a  losi-r  ?" 

If  this  applu's  to  me.  my  lord,"  mplied  Mowbray, 
"  it  is  necessary  I  should  learn  htiw  I  can  oblige  your 
lordship." 

"That  is  a  word  soon  spoken,  but  so  difficult  to  be 
rccallt^i.  that  I  am  almost  tempteti  to  pause— but  yet 
it  must  be  said.  -Mowbray,  you  have  a  sister." 

Mowbray  started.-"  I  have  indeed  a  sister,  my 
lord ;  but  I  can  conceive  no  case  in  which  her  name 
can  enter  with  propriety  into  our  present  discussion." 

"Again  in  the  menacing  mood!"  said  Lord  Etlie- 
rington,  in  his  former  tone;  "now,  here  is  a  pretty 
fellow— he  woukl  lirstcut  my  throat  ft»r  having  won 
a  thousand  pounds  from  me,  and  then  for  otlering  to 
make  his  sister  a  countess !" 

"A  countess,  my  lord?"  said  Mowbray:  "you  are 
but  ji  sting— you  have  nevtr  even  seen  C'lara  Mow- 
bray." 

"  Perhaps  not— but  what  then  ?— I  may  have  seen 
her  picture,  as  Pufl'says  hi  the  Critic,  or  fallen  in  love 
with  her  from  nimour— or,  to  save  farther  supposi- 
tions, as  I  stxf  they  render  you  impatierrt,  I  may  be 
satisfied  with  knowing  that  she  is  a  beautiful  and 
accomplished  young  lady,  with  a  larp*  fortune." 

"  What  fortune  do  you  mean,  my  lord  ?"  said  Mow- 
bray, recollecting  with  alarm  some  claims,  which, 
according  to  Meik  lew  ham's  view  of  the  subject,  his 
sister  might  form  uixin  his  property.—"  Whatcstatel 
—there  is  nothing  belongs  to  our  family,  save  these 
lands  of  St.  Bon  an 's,  or  what  is  left  of  them ;  and  of 
these  I  am.  my  lord,  an  undoubted  heir  of  enuii  in 
possession." 

"fie  it  sti,"  said  the  Karl,  "for  I  have  no  claim 00 
your  mountain  realms  here,  which  are,  doubtless, 

•  renown'd  of  old 

For  kniffliis,  aiid  >fiuiiv«.  snd  baron*  bold  ;* 
my  views  n'S|»ect  a  much  richer,  though  less  roman- 
tic domain— a  large  manor, height  Nettlewood.  House 
old,  but  standing  in  the  midst  of  such  glorious  oaks 
—three  thousand  acres  of  land,  arahhs  pasture,  and 
wotMJland,  exclusive  of  the  two  cliraes,  occupied  by 
Widow  Hrxige  and  Goodman  TramiKiIod— nianoriil 
rights— mines  and  minerals— and  the  devil  knows 
how  many  good  things  besides,  all  lying  in  the  vale 
ofBever.'^  ^       , 

"And  what  has  my  sister  to  do  with  all  thisT' 
asketl  Mowbrav,  in  great  stirprise. 

"Nothing;  but  that  it  belongs  to  her  when  she 
becomes  Countess  of  Etherington." 

"  It  is,  then,  your  lordship's  prri|.»erty  already?" 

"  No,  bv  Jove !  nor  cjm  it,  unless  your  sister  hon- 
ours me  with  her  approbation  of  my  suit,"  replied  the 
Earl. 

"This  is  a  sorer  puzzl<?  than  om-  of  Lady  Penelope's 
charades,  my  lord,''  said  Mr.  Mowbray; ''  I  must  call 
in  the  assistance  of  the  Reven-nd  Mr.  Chatterly." 

"  You  shall  not  need,"  said  Lord  Etheringtori;  "1 
will  give  you  the  key,  but  listen  to  me  with  patience. 
— Vou  know  that  we  nobles  of  England,  less  jealous 
of  our  sixteen  quarters  than  thos(>  on  the  contitient, 
do  not  take  scorn  to  line  our  decayed  ermines  with  a 
little  cloth  of  gold  from  the  city ;  and  my  grand- 
father was  lucky  enouuh  to  get  a  wealthy  wife,  with 
a  halting  pedigree.— rather  a  singular  circumstance, 
considering  that  her  father  was  a  eountr>'man  of 
yours.  She  had  a  brother,  however,  still  more  wealthy 
than  hersi'lf,  and  who  increased  his  fortune  by  con- 
tinuing to  carry  on  the  trade  which  had  first  enriched 
his  family.  At  length  he  summed  up  his  bookSi 
washed  his  hands  of  commerce,  and  n'tired  to  Net- 
tlewood,  to  become  a  gentleman ;  and  here  my  much 
respected  granduncle  was  seized  with  the  rage  of 
malting  hin>self  a  man  of  const-quence.  He  tried 
what  marrying  a  woman  of  family  would  do;  but  he 
soon  found  that  whatever  advantage  his  family  niishi 
derive  from  his  doing  so,  his  own  condition  was  but 
little  illu8trat*'d.  He  next  resolved  to  become  a  man 
of  family  hinisell    His  father  had  left  Scotland  whaa 
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yuunK,  ana  Don^  i  diuph  io  imv.  luevuijnir  naini 
crocie.    This  haples:)  dissvlluble  my  uncl6  car   , 
in  pcrmn  to  the  herald  oflficc  in  Scotland ;  hut , 
ler  Lyon,  nor  Mnrchmont,  nor  Ipiav.  nor  Sna- 
t,  neiiiier  herald  nor  pnrtiuivant,  would  patronise  | 
^.— ScTfotfie!— ihf'To  foiild  nothing  be  made  out ' 
— »)  that  my  worthy  rL-laiivc  had  recourse  to  the  i 
rside  of  the  houdo,  and  bet^an  to  found  hirt  dig-  I 
on  his  mother's  name  of  Mowbray.    In  this  he 
much  more  successful,  and  I  t)elieve  some  sly 
w  stole  for  him  a  slip  from  your  own  family  tri'e, 
Mowbray  of  St.  Ronan's,  which,  I  daresay,  you 
'  ne\'er  iM'issi>d.    At  any  rale,  for  his  aratnt  and 
egot  a  handsome  piece  of  parchment,  blazoned 
a  white  lion  for  Mowbray,  to  be  homequarlerly, 
thrtf;  stunted  or  scro'/- bushes  for  Scn^^ie,  and 
me  thenceforth  Mr.  Scro^  Mowbray,  or  rather, 
\  subscribed  himself,  R^^naid  (his  former  Chris- 
name  was  Ronald)  S.  Mowbrav.    He  had  a  son 
most  undutifuHy  laughed  at  all  this,  refused  the 
Hitvof  ihc  high  name  of  Mowbray,  and  insisted 
4aining  his  father's  oriKinal  appellative  of  Scrogie. 
«  great  annoyance  of  nis  said  father's  ears,  and 
ace  of  his  temper." 

Vhy,  faitli,  betwixt  the  two,"  said  Mowbray,  "I 
I  should  have  preferred  my  own  name,  and  I 
( the  old  gentleman's  taste  rather  better  than  the 
IS  one's." 

Irue;  but  both  were  wilful,  absurd  originals,  with 
ippy  obstinacy  of  temper,  whether  derived  from 
rbrmy  or  Srmgie  I  know  not,  but  which  led  them 
(ken  into  opposition,  that  the  offended  father,  Re- 
Jd  S.  Mowbray,  turned  his  recusant  son  Scrogiu 
fout  of  doijrs;  and  the  fellow  would  have  paid 
lia  plebeian  spirit  with  a  vengeance,  had  he  not 
i  refuge  with  a  surviving  partner  of  the  original 
igie  of  all,  who  still  carried  on  the  lucrative 
leh  of  traffic  by  which  the  family  had  been  first 
:hed.  I  mention  these  particulars  to  account,  in 
iras  I  can,  for  the  sinmilar  predicament  in  which 
w  find  myself  placed. 

Proceed,  my  lord,"  said  Mr.  Mowbray;  "there  is 
lenying  the  singularity  of  your  story,  and  I  pre- 
e  you  are  quite  serious  in  giving  me  such  au  ex- 
rdioary  tletail." 

Eotirely  so,  upon  my  honoui^and  a  most  serious 
ler  it  is.  you  will  presently  find.  When  my  wor- 
ooele.  Mr.  S.  Mowbray,  (for  I  will  not  call  him 
>|pe  even  in  the  grave,)  fiaid  his  debt  to  nature, 
y  body  eoncludeil  he  would  be  found  to  have  dis- 
ritrd  nis  son,  theunfilinl  Scrogie,  and  so  far  every 
rwas  right— But  it  was  also  generally  believed 
he  would  settle  the  estate  on  mv  fatner,  Lord 
erini^tDn,  the  son  of  his  sister,  ana  therein  every 
was  wfiing.  For  my  excellent  f^and-uncle  had 
lend  with  him?«elf,  that  the  favoured  name  of 
vhray  would  take  no  advantage,  and  attain  no 
tional  eluvntion,  if  his  estate  of  Nettlowood 
t;rwis<;  ciilUni  Mowbray-Park)  should  descend  to 
family  witluiut  any  condition ;  and  with  the  as- 
loce  of  a  sharp  attorney,  he  settled  it  on  me,  then 
hoolboy,  on  condition  that  I  should,  before  attain- 
the  age  of  twenty-five  complete,  take  unto  iiiy- 
ia  holy  w«:flIock  a  young  lady  of  good  fame,  of 
name  of  Mowbrav,  and,  by  pn^ference,  of  the 
At.' of  .St.  Ronan's  should  a  damsel  of  that  house 
L— .\ow  my  riddle  is  road." 
And  a  very  extraordinary  one  it  is,"  replied  Mow- 
',th«Kightiully. 

f'uniVs^  the  tnith,"  said  Lord  Etherington,  laying 
hand  on  his  shoulder {  "you  think  the  story  will 
r  t  griiri  of  a  scruple  of  doubt,  if  not  a  whole  scru- 
ilielf?" 

At  least,  my  lord,'*  answered  Mowbray,  "  your 
■«hip  will  allow,  that,  being  Miss  Mowbrnr'a  only 
r  nilaiion,  and  sole  jsuarihan,  I  may,  witiiout  of- 
"c,  (lauii!.'  uiNm  a  suit  for  her  hand,  made  under 
b  odd  eircu instances." 

If  you  have  the  least  doubt  either  respecting  my 
kur  fitriunn,  I  can  give,  of  course,  the  most  satis- 

'll*y   w.^..w-.nmtr^a  ''    aca.jl    fK.>   Carl    ol*    E*«  kowinnt^^n 


•*>■  ref'irenees,"  said  the  Earl  of  Etherington. 
I  can  easily  believe,  mv  lonl,"  said  M< 
r;  "luir  do  I  in  the  Wast  ft::ir  uecention,  where  de«- 
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li'in  W'Kild  bti  00  wwy.    Your  loiusbip**  proceed- 
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ings  towards  me,  too,"  (with  a  conscious  glance  at 
the  hills  he  still  held  in  bis  hand,)  "have,  I  admit, 
been  such  as  to  intimate  some  such  d(«p  oause  of  in- 
terest as  you  have  been  pleased  to  state.  Uut  it  seema 
strange  that  your  lordship  should  have  p(;rmiited 
years  to  glide  away,  without  so  much  as  imiuiring  af- 
ter the  young  lady,  who.  I  believe,  is  th»r  only  person 
qunlificu  as  your  grand-iincle's  will  ruqiiirea,  with 
whom  you  can  form  an  alliance.  It  a;>t>enrs  lo  me, 
that  long  b<'fore  now,  tliis  matter  ought  to  have  been 
investigated :  and  that,  even  now,  it  would  have  been 
more  natural  and  more  decorous  lo  have  at  least  seen 
my  sister  lM>foro  proposing  for  her  hand." 

On  the  first  point,  my  dear  Mowbray,"  said  Lord 
Etherington,  "  I  am  free  to  own  to  you,  that,  without 
meaning  your  sister  the  least  affront,  I  would  have 
got  rid  of  this  clause  if  I  could  ;  for  everv  man  would 
fain  choose  a  wife  for  himsi'lf,  and  feel  1  no  hurry  to 
marry  at  all.  But  the  rogue- lawyers,  after  taking 
fees,  and  keeping  me  in  hand  for  years,  have  at  length 
roundly  told  me  the  clause  must  De  complied  with,  or 
Netttcwood  must  have  another  master.  80 1  thought 
it  best  to  come  down  here  in  person,  in  order  to  ad- 
dress the  fair  lady;  but  as  accident  has  hitherto  pre- 
vented my  seeing  her.  and  as  I  found  in  her  brother  a 
man  who  understands  the  world,  1  hope  you  will  not 
tlilnk  the  worse  of  me,  that  I  have  endeavoured  in  the 
outset  to  make  you  my  friend.  Truth  is,  I  shall  be 
twenty-five  in  the  course  of  a  month;  and  without 
your  /avour,  and  the  opportunities  which  only  you  can 
afford  me^  that  seems  a  short  time  to  woo  and  win  a 
lady  of  Miss  Mowbray's  merit." 

"And  what  is  the  alternative  if  you  do  not  form 
this  proposed  alliance,  my  lord'?"  said  Mowbray. 

"  The  bequest  of  my  girind-uncle  lapses,"  said  the 
Earl,  "  and  fair  Nettlewood,  with  its  old  nouse,  and 
older  oaks,  manorial  rights,  Hodge  Trampclod,  and 
all,  devolves  on  a  certain  cousin-geriiian  of  mine, 
whom  Heaven  of  his  mercy  ccmfound  !" 

"  You  have  left  yourself  liitlc  time  to  prevent  such 
an  event,  my  lord,  said  Mowbray;  "but  things  being 
as  I  now  see  them,  you  shall  have  what  interest  I  can 
give  you  in  the  affair.— We  must  stand,  however,  on 
more  foual  terms,  my  lord— I  will  condescend  so  far 
as  to  allow  it  would  nave  been  inconvenient  for  me 
at  this  moment  to  have  lost  that  game,  hut  I  cannot 
in  the  circumstances  think  of  acting  as  if  I  had  fairly 
won  it.    We  must  draw  stakes,  my  lord." 

"  j\ot  a  word  of  that,  if  vou  really  mean  me  kindly, 
my  dear  Mowbrav.  The  Llunder  was  a  real  one,  for 
I  was  indeexl  thinking,  as  you  may  suppose,  on  other 
things  than  the  showing  my  point— .411  was  fairly  lost 
and  won.— I  hope  I  shall  have  opportunities  of  offer- 
ing real  services,  which  may  perhaps  give  me  some 
right  to  your  partial  regani— at  iircs(>nt  we  aru  on 
equal  footing  on  all  sides— perfectly  so." 

"If  your  lordship  think  s<i,"  said  Mowbray, — and 
then  pasiAng  rapidly  to  what  he  felt  he  could  say  with 
more  confidence,— "Indenl,  at  any  rate,  no  personal 
obligation  to  myself  could  prevent  my  doing  my  full 
duty  as  guardian  to  my  nster." 

"Unquestionably,  I  desire  nothing  else,"  replied 
the  Earl  of  Etherington. 

"I  must  therefore  understand  that  your  lordship  is 
quite  serious  in  your  proposal ;  and  that  it  is  not  to  be 
withdrawn,  even  if  upon  ai^iiiaintance  with  Miss 
Mowbray,  you  should  not  pi'rnaps  think  her  so  de- 
serving of  your  lordship's  attentions,  as  report  may 
have  spoken  her." 

"  Mr.  Mowbray,"  replied  the  Earl,  "  the  treaty  bc- 
twiM'n  you  and  me  shall  be  as  definite  as  if  I  were  a 
soveriMgn  prince,  demanding  in  marriage  the  sister  of 
a  neighbouring  monarch,  whom,  aceonling  to' royal 
etiquette^  he  neither  has  seen  nor  could  see.  I  have 
been  quite  frank  with  you,  and  I  have  stated  to  you 
that  my  present  motives  for  entering  upon  negotiation 
are  not  personal,  but  territorial;  when  I  know  Misa 
Mowbray,  I  have  no  doiibt  they  will  be  otherwise.  I 
have  heard  she  is  beautiful." 

".Something  of  the  pnleit,  my  lord,"  answered 
Mowbray. 

"A  fine  complexion  is  the  first  attraction  which  is 
lost  in  the  world  of  fashion,  and  that  which  it  iBenn- 
est  to  rcpUoe." 
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'*Di«pDs:li.'»nj«,  my  lonl.  mav  diffiT."  nvA  Mow- 
bray." unlimii  fiiilr's  nn  f;ili»r  mlr.  I  rnsurm-  yinir 
lonlfihiji  tiUN  jii-.iiin-ii  infit  my  ^.>ll  r'is.  Shy  \n  nitua- 
bit:,  accoiiipl.riiid,  mumIiJi-,  und  hl:;ll-^ill^iIt■(l ;  but 
yrl" 

"I  iiiiJt-rstaiMl  you.  !!\Ir.  !3Ii)wbrov.  ond  wi!)  fpnre 
you  till-  |:.'iiri  <•!'  ^I  inking  out.  I  finvr  hf-nrd  M.<s 
Mov^bray  i>  t:i  hhiih-  n  >(-«<-!'< -(i.'iirfulur:  to  us,  :t 
bruuUiT  wiini  a  liiil**  uhnnMtiil.— .\«>  imiMi  r.  Sin- 
will  iuivo  liif  li-si  In  If  nrii  win  iiAlifU.ruui'Miruuii[- 
thi*,  and  u  U'Hiiaii  iiifusiiXiM.*' 

"Are  yuu  wiiDiiJs  niv  lonl  ?''  r«nid  Mnwbr;»y. 
"I  afii--:irirj  I  will  siK-nk  my  iiiiiid  stiil  mon- 
piainlv.  I  have  t^ood  liiiir>*r.  niid  I'M-i-Ih iil  »<i>irirK 
•iid  c-un  I  iidun.'  n  l'iumI  (Mil  nl'  s.imulni.u  in  iIhihc  I 
live  with.  I  liiivi'  MO  diiiil'l  ynnr  t^-.t^UT  and  I  Will  livt- 
'i:»rj{iily  loinilM-r-  Hut  in  i-an-  it  slmiild  iTuvi-  ollu-r- 
*ir'i',  nrriiii."in-iiM««  mimv  br  iii;j»ii'  pr'>:(Mi>iy.  wliirli 
4^:11  f-nabli-  us  m  f-rnaiii  I'irrunislanci  xto  h\*.-  hnppiiv 
ipnrt.  Mv  own  i-stutf  t.s  lur^'.c,  and  Ni  tiJrwiNjil  wiil 
K-nr  divid:ni<." 

"Nay.  ibtn."  said  Mowbray.  ''I  bavi*  littb'  nior('t(» 
My— n«)thiiii:  iinli'«il  n  niain*-  for  irii|iiir>".  hi  l';ir  as 
vour  lonl^iiip  iHronct.-riii  d.    Hui  my  si.-ri  r  niiist  have  ; 
inx'  iibirty  orrbnirc— fo  l:ir  as  1  uui  ojik  <  rnid,  >our  ' 
lord»<hip'N  suit  iiar<  my  ititm  sr."  ■ 

'*  And  I  iruht  wi?  may  roiiMiU-r  it  ns  a  tfu.u"  iliiiiR  7" 
"With  Clara's  q|  pn>bation— itTlainly.' nn^wirtil 
Mowbray. 

"  I  irusl  tbt  n*  \n  no  rhann-  of  ;*»  rpona!  n  piirrnanrt 
on  llie  yoiini;  iady'n  nart  7"  siiul  thv  vuuni!  i"i  r. 

"I  aniirij.nif  noiliiiiLj  of  ih«-  kind,  niv  lur«l."  an- 
Fworni  Mowbray,  "as I  pri-iinii'  tin  n-  is  no  n-as.m  ! 
for  any;  but  voun^?  ladits  will  br  raprifious.  and  if ! 
Clara,  afi<  r  Iliavf  douf  and  Kiid  all  that  a  iirnilif  r  ; 
ou^'ht  to  ilo.  dlioiild  remain  ni>u<jnant.  thi-ni^iai'Oint 
*n  tb«-  rA(-rii(»ii  of  my  influence  whiiii  it  would  be-  cni- 
rliy  lopBKS." 

Tlu;  Karl  of  Kth(Tini(ton  walked  a  turn  tbrmmh  tin- 
oparttnciit,  ihcii  paiuicci,  aiul  oaid,  m  a  ^ravo  ami 
doubtful  toin\  '\ln  flic  m<an  wliilr.  I  am  l>«)und,  and 
the  vojin;?  lady  in  fnr,  Mi>wbray.  Is  thi»nuii«'  fair  ■" 
"It  i:*  what  hapTMim  in  «'Vtr>'  ''nw*.  mv  lonl.  wlu-n' 
a  gtnib'man  pro(MtM>H  for  a  lady,"  amtwr'nij  Mow- 
bray ;  ''  hi!  tiiiist  remain,  of  <'i»urw\  Iwuind  by  hii^  otFrr. 
until,  within  a  rtiifii.'nabb'  tniK-.  it  is  aoitptcd  or  n- 
jccted.  It  i«i  not  my  fault  that  your  lordship  has  di-- 
clan  d  your  wislu's  to  nw,  In  fop*  atu'criaimn^  <  "lanrs 
inclination.  lUit  while  an  y«'t  the  matter  is  be'weoii 
(iuri«IveB— I  make  you  w< iiMme  to  draw  bark  if  you 
think  pnip<  r.  Clam  Muwbray  needs  not  push  for  a 
catrh-mateh." 

,  "Nor do  I  di-pire,"  said  the  youn?  nobleman,  "nnv 
time  to  rironyider  the  n'polution  \ihieh  I  have  con- 
fided to  you.  I  am  not  in  the  lea«t  fearful  that  I  shall 
chan;?o  my  mind  on  mi  ins  vmir  sister,  and  I  am  ready 
to  atand  by  the  proiMinal  whieh  I  have  madr  to  you.— 
If,  bowevir.  y<Mi  fe<-l  vo  exmna-ly  delieatt ly  on  mv 
account,''  li.- eoiilimad,  " I  can  wf  and  evett  i onverwe 
with  Mips  Mowbray  at  ihiiifeie  c>f  yourii,  without  the 
necessiiv  of  biin;!  at  all  prew-nted  to  her— The  charac- 
ter whicli  I  hav«;  aiwuuted  in  a  manner  obbues  mo  to 
wear  a  mank." 

"Ceriainlv,"  said  the  Laird  of  St.  Ronan's,  "and 
I  am  ;ilad,  for  both  otir  sakes,  your  bmiship  thinks  of 
takini^a  little  law  upon  this  occasion." 

"I  shall  proJit  nothing'  by  it,"  said  the  Karl;  "my 
doom  is  fixwi  befop'  I  start—but  if  this  mode  of  man- 
arzing  thi?  iiiatttT  will  save  your  j-onseit-nce.  I  have  no 
objer.iion  to  if— it  cannot  consume  nmch  nme,  whicli 
is  what  I  l:ave  to  look  to." 

They  then  shook  liands  and  parted,  without  any 
farther  di  scour  St.'  whieh  <oiild  in»«  rest  the  n.'ader. 

Mowbray  was  ^lad  to  find  bims<  If  nlone,  in  onlrr 
to  think  over  what  had  bappenn!,  and  to  ascertam 
the  slate  of  his  own  mind,  whieh  at  prestnt  waspuK- 
tlin^evin  to  himself.  He  could  not  bur  fitl  that 
mueli  greater  advanta;;es  of  ever\'  kind  mi^ht  acenie 
to  himself  and  his  family  from' the  alliance  of  ihn 
wealthy  yonn^  Karl,  •ban  could  have  been  derived 
from  any  hiiareof  his  s[>oil<i  whieh  he  had  prnposeci 
t4)  f;ain  by  h\\m'T\ot  addn>ss  in  play,  or  greater  skill  on 
tiif  turf.  Hut  his  r.ride  "'as  hurt  when  he  rt  rtiliected 
•.bat  be  bad  placcahiinKU'eutirvly  iu  LordKtbehng- 


ton's  power ;  and  the  w^SfiC  frr-m  ahsobitc  ruin  vhdb 
hi  iiai^  rii:<d> .  h>Ii  ly  [iv  ilu-  t>uti(.ranix-  of  biso{;^jnflil^ 
hii(l  notii:::;:  :ii  \i  i-'inMilaiory  to  his  wounded  titliniVi 
Me  ut.«  iiiMired  in  it!s  own  ey^s.  iihrn  h*.  mvi- 
bett^!  i.nv.  eonii!i?il>  tin  ^roIM•'^(d  victim  of  liitifr 
L"  iiLiiv  bad  .-^iti!  t!!roij'..li  his  sebtmts,  and  i>nlji  i^ 
Mam*  II  iMiiM  b:dl!:i-^  t!  •  m  tntirMy,  Uf-aasf'  tufioM 
i-y.-.un  hi  >:  y^v.h  b  >=  ouii.  I'htre  was  a  ^hn'je(lf  e» 
]'.i  oil.  ii-i.  vliii-b  lirei>-:!d  not t r^t  rely t radicatilroa 
n::*  mint!.  What  oi-.-:.s.iin  had  t);:s  y'ounu  iii>hUiuu 
to  |:ritae(.  by  ihr  ^uitititary  {o.^s  of  a  brace  of  iho» 
saiu:.-.  a  pri ■!•<)•.»]  \\h:eli  iiii:«t  ba\e  been  acciptabli 
in  it>i  If.  \«iiiio(;r  an\  :n;i-)i  i>aenrK  ■  I  And  v^Uy  hhwk 
III,  afit  r  alt.  have  bn  ii  mi  ea;:i.  r  to  Stti.rr  Ins  accta 
>i>n  to  ilir  1  iiipoMii  air.iinee,  before  be  badevinsoei 
tilt  JMly  wh<»  WIS  lilt!  nb'K  lof  it  ?  Howrver  hurfiei 
fortimi.  be  ini^iht  ):.i\e  v^aiied  the  event  at  liaeta 
the  tnlertniiiioi  nr  at  Shaws-Ca^lil^  at  wbieii  Clan 
was  i!ie>>Kir:iy  obliL'ni  t'l  make  iier  apitarance.- 
yi-isuebeiii-:urt.linui  Mriuiusual,  wastqucllyinooa 
si<ii«ni  vitli  ;ii:>  .-.nisli  r  intt  iilioiis:  since  the  sacri. 
til  e  ol  a  !ari.'e  sun  ol  lemiey,  und  the  dtclaraiiond 
bis  views  upon  a  I'tirtoiuless  voting  lady  of  fanulK 
e.iiii.l  .-C-1-I-.  !\  I'l-  li.i-  yu  '■III'  to  any  niilair  prariiei 
So  tti.-ii.  i:;on  tile  will  lie.  .Moubrsv  ^eitled,  thatwhii 
wa!«  uiiitiiiiiiiiiii  in  ibe  Karl's  coi:iiuct  amstr  fromlht 
h:ii*i:.  ami  eaizi  r  (i!>posiniin  of  a  rich  vonng  Kngliih 
man.  to\\boi:i  mom  >  i^o['ii't!eei.>[isiqui  nce.  and  wis 
IS  hio  ill  Mtli.ML!  in  I'urhiut  of  the  favourite  (Inn  ofthi 
iiK^mi  lit.  to  I  im-i  •  il  in  the  mtist  rational  or  niostv* 
I'l'tarv  mnniM  r.  If.  1  onm  \er.  there  fhouid  prove  a|f 
I  him:  liiribf  r  in  tiii-  iii:iii>  r  thnn  he  could  at  pmcM 
liiseovi  r.  Mow  bray  rriMiixed  himself  that  the  utDHMi 
( l^eum^pl  i-tion  nii  Ins  [  art  eould  not  fail  to  discow 
It,  aiirl  iliai  in  fi:'i  iinieiopri-vint  any  ill  conftequrlMM 
to  bis  sisiiT  or  IriuM-lf. 

ItnnH  rifti  in  sci  h  nictations,  he  avoided  the  ia 
(|nisit:ve  pnsi  nri  of  Mr.  Meikle^bam,  who,  asumi 
liad  lueii  wateiiiiic  for  him  to  learn  how  niatm 
were  pnn^  on ;  and  uithouuh  it  was  now  late,  ht 
iiiountid  bisborsi-.  aiid  rode  nastily  to  Shavs-Caatk. 
On  the  way,  he  di  bin  rattti  with  bimst>|f  whether  to 
mention  to  bis  sisnr  the  application  which  had  bedl 
made  to  him,  in  onit  r  to  prepan>  h<T  to  n-oeive  iba 
yoiin^  Karl  as  a  suitor,  fa\oure<l  xvith  her  brotbci'a 
ajipnibarion.  "  Hut  no,  no,  no;'*  such  was  theiMoh 
of  his  contemplation.  "She  mi^ht  take  it  iniohv 
head  that  bis  tbouubts  were  hi^xu  less  upon  haviM 
her  for  a  coiinltss  than  on  obtaining  r)oss«'saioo  01 
liis  urand-iiiirle  s  i  state.— We  must  keep  cpiki,"  coa- 
elmlrd  he,  "  untd  hi  r  pi  rsonal  apix-arance  and  accooH 
plishineiits  may  api  ear  ai  b  ast  to  have  some  infiiMflca 
upon  bis  choice.— %Ve  must  say  noibin»;  till  this  b 
entertainment  has  been  (liveii  and  received." 


CHAPTKR  XIX. 

A    LETTER. 
"  Ila*  ho  pn  loiiff  lir-ld  out  wiili  mr  untrn). 
Anil  hluim  lie  now  fur  lircaili  7-Well-i;«:  il  m." 

Mowrn.w  bad  no  sooner  left  the  FarPs  arartuKflt 
tlian  the  tatt<  r  comim  neid  an  epistle  to  a  friend  aoa 
associate,  which  we  lav  bifon'  the  nader, as  bi5iral- 
cubiled  to  illustrate  tbe  views  and  motives  of  the 
writer.  It  was  addnssid  to  Captain  Jekyl.  of  the- 
rep^inient  of  tiuarils,  at  tbe  (inrn  I)ra^on,  Harrow* 
gate,  and  was  of  tbi'  lollowin:;  tenor:— 

"I)RAn  IJARnv, 
"I  have  txpcete<l  you  here  these  ten  rfaya  pait, 
anxiously  asex  r  man  was  bntked  for ;  and  have  now 
loebarue  your  at>senee  as  hi^'h  treason  to  vourswora 
alle|:iaiiee^^  Surely  you  do  not  presume,  tike  oneof 
NaiHiiiHin's  new-made  inonarchs.  to  imimble  foria- 
dfpt  ndeiiee,  as  if  ytiur  vn-atness  wen*  of  your  owa 
makinu.  or  as  if  1  had  picked  you  out  of  the  whoWof 
St.  Jaims's  eotb^-hoiiN"  to  I'lold  mv  back-hand,  for 
your  sake,  forsooth,  not  for  my  ow^  »  Whi  reforti,li^ 
asule  all  your  own  proper  business,  be  it  the  piffWit 
ofdowa^erf,(»r  rhephiekim^of  pis^'ons.  and  inslantlT 
repair  to  this  place,  wlun- 1  mav  sp«-dily  want  yuur 
assistance.— ,1/i;y  want  it,  taid  17  Why,  most  negli- 
gent uf  friends  and  olliea,  1  hatt  wanted  it  alxcadli 
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ud  that  when  it  mij:?hl  hnvo  ihnr-  mo  ypomnn's 
■mc'?.  Kiiowtliat  I  Uwc  h:iil  an  ali':r.!  Mnin*!  mnw 
tahT— Knvf  jji»i  hurt  inysirti.  niul  have  nmrly  shot 
■ftinenxj;  :iii'J  if  T  had/l  iiiii;ht  have  hirii  hnn^itl 
fofii,  (or  w:int  of  Harry  Jckyl  to  bear  witness  in  my 
fcnwr.  1  w:is  so  lar  on  my  road  ti»  this  place,  when, 
Rutcfcjosiiif!.  for  ceriain  ri^iistms,  ti)  pus«  through  rho 
ud  iillwp,  I  MtnK'k  by  a  fuotpnih  into  the  woikIs 
which  Mpamto  it  Irom  the  now  .Spa,  leavin::  my  car- 
rk.*:  and  i«L-ople  lo  j,':>  the  carriajie-wjiy.  1  liao  noi 
vilkM  ^lau'  a  ntik'  when  1  henrd  the  Rioinieiisitf  Muie 
veMiind,  and,  looking?  round,  what  slioiild  I  hrhold 
k!t!ii*  fac*^  in  tiie  world  which  1  most  cordially  hate 
iidBrthi)r-I  mean  that  whitrh  sinudsiin  the  shoul- 
ifS'M  i«y  riirhl  inwty  and  well  Uloved  enunin  and 
«iB"ellor,  Saiiii  Krancis.  Ho  9«»«Mned  as  nmoh  con- 
lnniicJ  a^  I  was  al  our  imeX|>t:cted  meHtini;;  and  it 
WIS  .1  miiiute  err  he  found  hn  ath  to  d.'tnand  what  I 
n4  in  Scotland,  conlrarj-  to  my  pmnjisf.  as  he  was 
^IbuxI  to  expn»<!)  it.— 1  retaliate*!,  and  ehin^nl  liim 
•iT^ib'inr;  hcn%  in  contradiction  tohis.— He  iu:*tifieil, 
lad  said  he  had  only  c«)n>e  down  npon  thi*  exprc.-«s 
Jiforiniiiii)n  that  I  was  up«jn  myruad  to  St.  Ronnn's. 
No*.  Hnrrv,  how  the  devil  should  he  have  known 
tbi«iin.lHt  thon  boi^n  quite  faithful  7  for  I  am  Him.s  to 
•near  but  thine  4)wn  did  I  i»reathu  a  whi«;)er  of  my 
JWpirte.— IVext,  with  the  insolent  assumption  of  sufie- 
iwntjr,  which  ht'  founds  on  what  lie'-alts  thcreetitiidc 
Dfh:*  purpos!>,  he  prooosed  we  should  both  withdraw 
booi  a  neif^htioiirhoou  iiiio  which  we  eoul<i  hrin^  no- 
tfaiBShul  wretchedness.— I  ha%'e  told  you  howdimcult 
K  ii  to  cope  with  the  calm  and  n'sohite  manner  that 
the  devil  uiflH  hini  witii  on  Hurh  occasions ;  hut  I  was 
4etRinin>-'d  he  should  not  carry  the  day  this  time.  I 
Mw  no  chance  for  it.  however,  bur  to  put  myself  into  n 
tHwenti'^  passi<m,  which,  thank  Heaven.  I  can  alwa.\s 
^oiish>rt  notice.— I  cliarired  him  with  havuii?  irii- 
poted  formerly  on  my  youth,  anil  made  h'mself  judsio 
«f  Biy  r.i^liti^ ;  and  I  nccompanietl  my  deliance  with 
rtif  fitr-jHsest  terms  of  irony  and  contempt,  as  wcil  as 
vith  demand  of  instant  f.ati.'^t'nciion.  1  iiad  my  tra- 
vtlling  pistols  with  me,  (^<  pour  rnnift\)  and.  to  my 
•arpn.se,  my  ji'^ntl-.-man  was  ectn^lly  provid-H.— For 
fiiir  pi'iy's  sake,  I  made  him  take.  on*»  of  my  pistols  -- 
TjShtKnchenTitiijrs— abraceof  balls  in  ead'j,  but  that 
cntumslancf  [  fiirss'ot.— I  would  f.tin  have  Bri;iw<l  the 
bitt^ra  little  lon:;.;r:  but  I  thought  at  the  tmio.  and 
thiak  sriil,  that  the  best  arguments  whteh  li.;  and  I 
ttJiexchanirc,  nuisi  ciinn-from  tiiep-»inf  of  the  sword, 
«ihe  muz'/ieof  thepi«<tol. — We  rtreil  nearly  tuiijHther, 
■aJ  I  think  both  dr>ppcil  -I  nm  .••ure  I  did^  Imt  reco- 
vtrnl  in  It  minnte,  witli  adama:;efl  ann  and  a  scratch 
OT  the  ti'iiiole-  -it  was  the  last  which  stimncd  me— so 
nn-h  fitr  double-load  M  pistols.  — My  friend  was  in- 
^A\'\r',  and  I  had  nothini;  for  it  but  to  walk  to  tho 
Sp5.  Mv-hns  all  the  way  like  a  calf,  and  tell  a  raw- 
!»*vf-:iMii-bin.idy-tH»n"  story  Jiboui  a  fooipnrl,  which, 
■•at  f-ir  myearliforn,  and  niyp?(iry  locks,  no  living  soul 
^)-M  h'lVf  Iwli'-vcd. 

■■Shorlh  aft»T.  wh"n  I  had  been  Installed  in  a  siek 
<^>r7i  1  hat!  the  mc^rlification  to  learn,  that  luy  own 
"'n->ati^nee  bud  br>u:;ht  all  this  iiiis<'bief  upon  me.  at 
i  Rio:n  111  wh«n  I  had  every  clinnei'  of  in;tiiu4  rid  of 
.'i)y  fr»-nd  without  trouble,  had  I  but  ji-l  bun  *Jrt  on 
htfown  erraiiJ  :  for  it  s«*<!ni*  h*^-  ha-l  an  nppMntinent 
^M  mi»niin'.z  w.ih  a  bo<i'nv  l*aroiuM,  w!io  i**  said  to 
"*u  !  ull' t-jili't.r.  ami  wuulil  i-i  rhins  liav.-  rid  me  of 
^a  ni  Fraiieis  withiMil  Hti>  troubi- nr  ris-k  on  my 
Mr.  y[t.in  tiii!!'.  hi>«  norj-apm  nrjinrj'  ut  tliii»  r.-ndey,- 
■•••u-*  \\^*  plaf-eil  Vl»!Sif.r  l«>:iP.«':"'ryrrel.  n.-a  he  c1ioos.'m 
Mtflil  liHUHelf.  in  the  worf^t  «  lour  pos-iili!-  with  tlu; 
K  n:rv  .it  the  SjiriH/.  who  hav'  •bMiounei'd  bini  as  a 
n»W!inl  am!  no  '.riMrlfman,  — What  to  liiiiik  of  the 
Vts'!:«><  mvsi.-lf,  !  know  uoi ;  nr.d  1  iin<h  want  your 
3«v?t  uiee  to  srt'  whTt  i-'iii  lnv«'  bf-eMine  of  this 
f  ^liiw.  who,  like  a  f-pcetP*  of  ill  runm.  ha:*  so  ollen 
'."iwme*!  ami  bnOled  mv  b"Si  plno.'<.  My  own  con- 
^..^^Tn-j't  r'  nd«-rs  me  in-ictive,  though  my  wound  in 
ft^th  .ilin^.  Penij  he  cannot  b:.-;  for  had  he  ln.-en 
:^';riily  Wouiubd,  we  f*liould  tiuv.-  beard  of  him 
»j:ufw.\'*T  •  or  «tht  r  h"  eoul'!  luii  Inve  vrrnislud 
from  th-!  i:irtb  like  a  bubbli'  of  th*-  »l.'fm:n»s.  W.Il 
■m:  rsu.'id  \ij  cannot  be:  ff»r,  besides  that  I  nm  sure 
iaavv  uiui  Htugs^er  and  drop,  tiring;  his  pistol  «a  he 


I  fell,  I  know  him  well  cnnnj^h  to  swear,  that,  h  id  he 

I  not  been   severely  wotnidud,   he   would    have  firwt 

j  pester,  d  me  with  his  accurs-.d  pnserice  and  assisl- 

i  anee,   and    tluii    walked   forward    with    his    usual 

I  composure  to  settle  matters  with  Sir  Uingt)  Binks. 

I  No— no— Saint  l«>ancis  is  none  of  those  who  leave 

■  9u<di  jobs  half  finishi-d— it  is  but  doing  him  justice  to 

say,  he  has  the  devil's  conrajice  to  hnck  his  own 

I  deliberate  imiK-rtinence.     But  then,  if  woundwi  sc- 

VL-ndy,  he  must  b'*  still  in  this  neijrhbo-irhood,  and 

|)robably  in  ronccnlmtnt— this  is  what  I  must  dis- 

cover,  and  I  want  your  assistance  in  my  inquiries 

among  the  natives.— Haste  hither,  Harry,  aa  ever 

you  louk  for  tiood  at  my  hand. 

"A  Kood  player,  Harry,  always  studies  to  make 
the  best  of  bad  cards— and  so  I  have  endeavoured  to 
turn  my  wtmnil  to  some  account ;  and  it  has  jjiven 
me  the  opportunity  to  secure  Monsieur  le  FVere  m  my 
inten^sis.  You  say  very  truly,  liiai  it  is  of  conse- 
quence to  me  to  know  the  character  of  this  new 
actor  on  the  di.Siirdered  scene  of  my  adventures.— 
Ivnow,  then,  he  is  that  most  inoon;?niou8  of  all 
nioiisfers  -a  Scotch  Buck -how  far  from  beins  buck 
of  the  seasi^n  you  may  easily  iud'j:e.  Every  i>oint  of 
national  eharaciiT  is  opp«)sea  to  the  pr^Mcn.^ions  of 
this  liickb'ss  race,  wh-jn  they  attempt  to  take  on 
tlnin  a  pers<ma'»e  which  is  assumed  with  so  much 
facihty  by  their  brethren  of  th»;  Isle  of  Saints.  They 
are  a  shrewd  people,  indited,  but  so  destitute  of  eose, 
f^race^  pliability  of  manners,  and  insinuation  of  ad- 
dress, that  they  eternally  seem  to  surfer  actual  misery 
in  their  attempts  to  look  i;ay  and  careless.  Then 
their  pride  heads  them  back  at  one  turn,  their 
poverty  at  another,  their  pedantry  at  n  third,  their 
mauraiff  hunU  at  a  fourth;  and  with  so  many 
obstp.des  to  make  them  bolt  oiFthe  coursH',  it  is  posi- 
tively imjvissible  they  should  win  the  plate.  \«>, 
Harr\',  it  is  the  LTavefolk  in  Old  Knglnnd  who  have 
to  fi'ar  a  Talitjonian  invasion— they  will  make  no 
conquests  in  thi^  worbl  of  fashion.  Ivifcellent  bankers 
the  Sc«»ts  may  be,  for  they  are  eternally  calculating 
how  to  adil  interest  to  principal ;— ijood  solditTS,  for 
they  are,  if  not  »ucli  hemes  as  they  would  be  lhous;ht, 
as  brave,  I  siippose,  as  iheir  neighbours,  and  nmch 
mt)re  anii-nablc  to  discipline:— lawyers  they  are 
bom;  ind»fd  every  countr>' Kcnileinati  is  bntl  one, 
and  'heir  patient  and  crafty  disfnisit ion  enables  them 
in  otht.T  lin<.*s.  to  submit  to  hardships  which  other 
natives  oudd  not  bear,  and  avail  liiemsidvea  of  ad- 
vanta.'.jes  which  others  would  let  pass  under  their 
no.ses  unavailinuly.  But  assurer] I y  Heaven  did  not 
form  the  C'aletlonian  for  thi;  ^ay  world ;  and  hia 
effiirts  al  ease,  ijrace,  and  payct)'.  resemble  only  tlw 
clumsy  i?ainbol:«  of  the  ass  in  the  fable.  Vet  the 
Seot  has  his  .<ph»'re  loo,  (in  his  own  country  only,) 
wdiiTC  (he  eiuirar.tcr  which  he  assumes  is  allowed  to 

fKiss  current.  This  Mowbray,  now— this  brother-iii- 
nw  of  mine-  •mi:,'ht  do  preltv  well  at  a  Nortb«;rn 
Meetirm,  or  the  liiiih  races,  wliere  he  could  ffive  five 
niinuti  s  to  the  sjiort  of  the  day,  and  the  next  half 
hour  to  eo\iniry  iK>litic.««,  or  to  f.irmini;;  but  it  is 
scan:e  neci  ss-iry  lo  tell  you,  Harry,  that  this  half 
ft>!Io\vsiup  will  not  pass  on  the  better  side  of  the 
Twe^'d. 

"  Vet,  f«ir  all  I  have  toRi  yon,  this  trout  was  not 
easily  tickled  ;  nor  should  I  have  made  mui:h  of  him, 
had  fie  iioi,  in  the  plf-nitudf.'  of  lii"!i  northern  con."^cit, 
enlertriinid  that  notion  of  my  1m  mj;  a  \i*mh\  subjecl 
of  plunder,  which  you  h.id  contrived  (^blessins^  on 
vour  conrrivins;  brain!)  to  insinuate  into  bim  by 
nman'*  of  Wolverine.  He  commenc^'d  this  hopeful 
expj'riment.  and,  as  you  must  have  anlicipalcil, 
CMU^hl  a  Tartar  with  a  ven;>'eani.*e.  Of  coursn,  1 
usi'd  my  victory  «)nly  so  fjir  as  to  wcun*  his  inieri'sl 
in  neeomplishnii'  my  priticipal  objfci ;  and  yet,  I 
could  see  my  ^enilemanV  pride  was  sii  much  injured 
in  th"  course  of  th<*  ne:^otintion,  that  not  all  the 
advantaL'es  which  the  njateh  oHend  to  Ins  d:imnt^i 
family,  wert:  able  entirely  to  subdue  the  cha'.;rin 
arisim;  fn>m  his  defeat.  1 1'>  did  gulp  it  down,  Ihtugh. 
and  we  are  frii-nds  and  allies,  for  the  pres«  ni  at  leiiM 
n«n  so  cordially  so.  however,  as  to  indu»re  mo  li» 
tni8t  him  with  the  whole  of  the  8trani;ely  complicated 
tale.    The  circuinsiuiicc  of  the  will  it  was  nccMsarv 
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to  communicate,  as  afTording  a  sufiicicnily  strong  ■ 
redBun  fur  ur^nu  my  8uit;  and  ihi?  partial  aiscluburc 
enabled  me  tur  tlie  precient  to  dUpenao  with  larthor ' 
confidence  • 

*'  Vou  will  observe,   that  I  stand  by  no  meana  j 
KTuru ;  and  In'sides  the  chance  of  my  couain'ft  re-  i 
npfKmrance— a  c^  riain  event,  unless  he  is  worse  than 
1  aare  hope  for— I  have  perhaps  to  expect  rtie  fan- 
tastic reiiiii! nance  of  Clara  herself,  or  some  sulky ' 
freak  on  her  brother's  part.— In  a  word— and  let  it  be 
such  a  one  ns  conjurers  raise  the  devil  with— Harry 
Jekyl,  1  vant  you. 

**  As  well  knowing;  the  nature  of  my  friend,  I  can 
assure  you  that  his  own  interest,  as  well  as  mine, 
may  be  advanced  by  his  e^jming  hither  on  duty. 
Here  is  a  blockhead,  whom  I  alreody  mentioned,  t^ir 
Bingo  Binks,  with  whom  something  may  be  done 
worth  your  while,  though  scarce  worth  mine.  Tlie 
Baronet  is  a  perfect  buzzard,  and  when  I  came  here 
he  was  under  Mowbray's  training.  But  the  awk- 
ward Scot  had  plucked  half-a-oozen  penfeathers 
from  his  wig  wiih  so  little  precaution,  that  the 
Baronet  has  become  frightened  and  shy,  and  is  now 
in  the  act  of  reix-Uing  against  Mowbray,  whom  he 
both  haU's  and  fears— tne  least  backmg  from  a 
knowing  hand  hke  you,  and  the  bird  becomes  your 
own,  feathers  and  all.— Moreover, 

'  by  mjr  life, 

Thi«  BinKu  hath  a  mif  btf  prettjr  wife.' 

A  lovely  woman,  Harry— rother  plump,  and  above 
the  middle  size— <iuitc  your  taste— A  Juno  in  beauty, 
looking  with  such  scorn  on  her  husband,  whom  sht> 
despises  and  hates,  and  seeming,  as  if  she  could  look 
■0  differently  on  any  whom  she  might  like  bettor, 
that,  on  my  faith,  ^twere  sin  not  to  give  her  oc- 
casion. If  you  please  to  venture  your  luck,  either 
with  the  knight  or  the  lady,  you  shall  have  fair  play, 
and  no  interference— that   is.  provided  you  appear 


Xn  this  summons  j  for,  otherwise,  I  may  be  so 
u.'d,  that  the  affairs  of  the  knight  and  the  lady 
may  fall  under  my  own  immediate  cognizance.    And 


80,  Harry,  if  you  wish  to  profit  by  these  hints,  you 
had  best  make  haste,  as  well  for  your  own  concerns, 
as  to  assist  me  in  mine.— Yours,  Harrj',  as  you 
behave  yoursi^lf, 

*'  Etherinoton." 

Having  finished  this  eloquent  and  instructive  epiB> 
lie.  the  young  Earl  demanded  the  ot tendance  of  his 
own  valet  Solmes,  whom  he  charged  to  put  it  into  the 
nost-office  without  delay,  and  with  his  own  hand. 


CHAPTER  XX. 

THEATIICALS. 
The  plajr'i  the  thing.— HcwUeL 

The  important  day  had  now  arrived,  the  arrange- 
ment for  which  had  for  some  time  occupied  all  the 
conversation  and  thoughts  of  the  good  company  at 
the  Well  of  tSt.  Ronan's.  To  give  it,  at  the  same 
time,  a  degrw  of  novelty  and  consequence,  T^ady 
Penelope  Penfeatlier  had  long  since  suggested  to  Mr. 
Mowbray,  that  the  more  gifttM  and  accomplished  part 
of  the  gue.sts  might  contribute  to  furnish  out  enter- 
tainment for  the  rest,  by  acting  a  few  scenes  of  some 
popular  drama;  an  accomplishment  in  which  her 
self-conceit  assured  her  that  she  was  peculiarly  quali- 
fied to  excel.  Mr.  Mowbray,  who  seemed  on  this  oc- 
casion to  have  thrown  the  reins  entirely  into  her  lady- 
ship's hands,  made  no  objection  to  the  plan  which 
she propoKd,  excepting  that  the  old-fashioned  hedges 
and  walks  of  the  garden  at  Shaws-Castle  must  ne- 
cessarily serve  for  stage  and  scenery,  as  there  was  no 
time  U)  fit  up  the  old  liall  for  the  exhibition  of  the  pro- 
posed ihcatrirals.*  But  upon  inquiry  among  thecom- 
l»any,  this  plan  was  wrecked  upon  the  ordinary  shelve. 
U>  wit,  the  difficulty  of  finding  performers  who  would 

>  At  Kilniddrry,  the  nohle  wmt  of  Lord  Mcath,  in  ihe  roimtj 
4if  Wicklriw,  Uicni  i*  a  lihiatton  for  private  Iheau-irsl  exhibi- 
tifiBi  in  ilie  niH>n  air,  planted  out  with  tlio  overrre<>iiii  which 
arue  tlicre  in  thf  moNt  luxuriant  macniflcencA.  It  ha*  a  wild 
and  ntmantic  rflTiTt.  rpmindin^  one  of  Uw  tckd«  in  which  Bot- 
VNB  rehearaed  hw  paiR>ant.  with  a  greeu  plot  for  a  Atafe,  and  a 
l^wstMira  hiaka  foi  a  tirininMmi. 


cons*  nt  to  assume  the  lowf-r  characters  of  the  drama. 
For  the  finit  parts  there  were  candidates  more  thu 
enough ;  l)Ut  i:iOsi  of  thi>e  wrre  greatly  tuo  higb- 
ppirilwi  to  play  ihr  fi>ol,  extvpl  they  were  permuted 
t<»  top  the  part.  Then  amongst  the  few  unambitiun 
underlings,  who  could  be  eosixed  or  cajoled  to  undtr- 
take  sulx)rdinate  characters,  there  were  so  many  bad 
memorit's,  and  short  nieitiories,  and  trenchcrotis  me- 
mories, that  at  length  the  plan  was  resigned  m  de- 
spair. 

A  substiuite,  proposed  by  Lady  Penelope,  was  nfit 
coiisidend.  It  was  pro^mf^ed  to  act  what  the  Italiaoi 
call  a  Conudy  of  Character;  ihat  is.  not  an  exact 
drama,  in  which  the  actors  deliver  what  is  setdowa 
for  them  by  the  author;  but  one,  in  whieh  the  pk>t 
having  liam  prex'iously  fixeii  upon,  and  a  lew  striking 
scenes  adjiisud,  the  actors  are  exbecttd  to  supply  tM 
dial(»guc  extempore,  or,  as  Petrrienio  says,  from  their 
mother  wit.  This  is  an  amusement  which  aiTcmJi 
mueh  entertainment  in  Italy,  particularly  in  the  state 
of  Veniee,  where  the  characters  of  their  drama  hive 
been  long  since  all  previously  fixed,  and  are  handed 
down  by  tradition ;  and  this  s|)ecies  of  drama,  thonak 
rather  iiclonging  to  the  mask  than  the  theatre,  isdii- 
tinguished  by  tne  name  of  Commedia  dell'  -Arte* 
But  the  shame-faced  character  of  Britons  is  soil 
moni  alien  from  a  species  of  disi)lay.  where  tbeieisa 
constant  and  extenuHirant^ous  demand  for  wit,  or  the 
sort  of  n>ady  small-talk  which  supplies  its  place,  ihu 
from  the  regular  exhibitions  of  the  drama,  where  lb 
author,  standinc  responsible  for  language  and  seoli- 
ment.  leaves  to  tne  perstmators  of  the  scenes  only  tbi 
trouble  of  finding  enunciation  and  action. 

But  the  ardent  and  active  spirit  of  Lady  Penelope 
still  athirst  after  novelty,  though  bafHcd  in  her  two 
first  pn>ject.«i,  brought  forward  a  third,  in  which  ibe 
wos  more  successful.  This  was  the  proposal  to  com- 
bine a  rcrtain  number,  at  It^ast,  of  the  ^ests,  propcrir 
dressed  for  the  occasion,  as  representing  somewvU- 
known  historical  or  dramatic  characters,  in  a  eriNpi 
having  reference  to  histor>',  or  to  a  scene  of  the  oraBM. 
In  this  represent aiion,  whieh  may  be  called  playing 
a  picture,  action,  even  pantoniimical  action,  was  not 
expected  ;  and  all  that  was  nnjuind  of  the  perfonnna 
was  to  throw  themselves  into  such  a  group  as  mint 
express  a  marked  and  striking  point, of  an  euily 
rememb«'rcd  scene,  but  where  tlie  actors  are  at  a 
pause,  and  without  either  speech  or  motion.  In  tlM 
six>cies  of  reprewntation  there  was  no  tax,  either  oa 
tne  invention  or  memory  of  those  who  miffht  undc^ 
take  parts;  and,  what  recommendtd  it  still  farther  to 
the  good  company,  there  was  no  market!  differeim 
betwixt  the  hero  and  heroine  of  the  group,  and  the 
less  distinguished  characters  by  whom  thev  wov 
attended  oii  the  stage;  and  every  one  who  had  con- 
fidence in  a  handsome  shape  and  a  becoming  dref& 
might  hope,  though  standing  in  not  quite  so  brood 
and  favourable  a  light  as  the  principal,  personages,  to 
draw,  nevertheless,  a  consideral>le  portion  of  attentioo 
and  applause.  This  motion,  therefore,  that  the  com- 
pany, or  such  of  them  as  might  choose  to  aopeai 
properly  dressed  for  the  occasion,  should  form  tJiieBl* 
selves  into  one  or  more  groups,  which  might  bfl 
renttwed  and  varied  as  often  as  they  pleased^  WM 
hailed  and  accepted  as  a  bright  idea,  which  assigned 
to  every  one  a  share  of  the  importance  attached  to  iti 
probable  success. 

Mowbray,  on  his  side,  promised  to  contrive  sonii 
arrangement  which  should  separate  the  actors  in  thil 
mute  drama  from  the  spectators,  and  enable  the  fbrmcf 
to  vary  the  amusement,  by  withdrawing  themselwi 
from  tne  scene,  and  again  appearing  upon  it  under  i 
different  and  new  combination.  This  plan  of  exhibi- 
tion, where  fine  clothes  and  atiected  attitudes,  BD|H>liN 
all  draughts  upon  fanev  or  talent,  was  highly  apes- 
able  to  most  of  the  ladies  present ;  and  even  Lady 
Binks,  whose  discontent  seemed  proof  against  even 
effort  that  cotdd  be  proposed  to  soothe  it,  acquiesced 
in  the  project,  with  perfect  indifference  indeed,  bal 
wilh  something  less  of  suUenuess  than  usuaL 

-  Poe.  Mr.  William  Stewart  Roiso'fl  wtj  intpreatinf  LattBS 
fVom  the  North  of  Italy.  Vol.  1.  Letter  XXX..  where  thii 
ourioui  rabjert  in  treated  with  the  informatioQ  and  peediiai 
whicb  diatingaiah  that  aecomplialied  auUior. 
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It  now  only  rcmainnd  to  nimmngp  the  rirnilatinj? 
Unnrv,  for  synne  plow  of  sufficient  celebrity  to  conj- 
nand  attention,  nnd  which  should  be  at  the  name 
ime  niiti-il  to  ih»*  execution  of  their  project.  BelTa 
Jriliflh  Thi  airo,  Millt^r's  Mtxlernand  Ancient  Drama, 
iiid  about  twenty  odd  vuiunies,  in  which  stray  tra^** 
liei  and  comi.'ilits  were  associated,  like  the  passen- 
Een  in  a  mail-coach,  without  the  least  attempt  at 
N>lcnion  or  iiTranwnicnt.  were  all  rxainined  in  the 
•rtursf!  of  tlieir  rosi -arches.  But  Lady  Penelope  de- 
:lan,Mi  loftily  atid  decidedly  for  Shakspt-arej  as  the 
luthor  whnst-  iinni<irtal  works  were  fresh  in  every 
me'?  rcrol!*^«*iion.  Shakspearc  was  therefore  chosen. 
■Did  from  his  works  the  Midsummer  Night's  Dream 
iras  s«?lectf;d,  as  the  play  which  atForded  the  ^^atest 
rariety  ••f  rharacten?,  and  most  8co|>e  of  couree  for 
be  m tended  representation.  An  active  competition 
iimenrly  occurred  among  the  OToater  part  of  the 
xwipany,  for  such  copi<*s  of  the  Midsummer  Night's 
>rnni.  or  the  volume  of  Shakspearc  containing^  it, 
IS  could  h*f  £;ol  in  the  nei»hbourhr>ofl ;  for,  notwith- 
ituidiii'j;  F.ady  Penolone's  declaration,  that  every  one 
vho  could  rrad  had  Shakspeare*s  plays  by  heart,  it 
ippeared  that  such  of  his  dramas  as  have' not  kept 
wjisesision  of  The  siaije  were  very  little  known  at  St. 
ionan's.  save  anions  those  people  who  are  cmphati- 
ally  rallc  d  readers. 

Tlie  adiiistiiieni  of  the  parts  was  the  first  subject 
)f  consideration,  so  soon  as  those  who  intended  to 
mamc  characters  had  refn^shcd  their  n^colh^.'tion  on 
the  Bubjcf't  of  the  piece.  Tlieseus  was  unanimously 
mnxneti  to  Mowbray,  the  aiver  of  the  entertainment, 
ind  therefore  justly  entitled  to  represent  the  Duke  of 
Athens.  The  costume  of  an  Amazonian  crest  and 
ptome,  a  tuckr-d-up  vest,  and  a  tis;ht  buskin  of  skv- 
bloe  silk,  buckled  with  diamonds,  reconciled  Lady 
Koks  to  the  part  of  Hit>polyta.  The  su[)erior  stature 
cf  Hiss  Mowbray  to  Lady  Penelope,  made  it  necessary 
tlut  the  fur m<»r' should  perform  the  part  of  Helena, 
tod  her  ladyship  rest  contented  with  the  shrewish 
character  or  Hermia.  It  was  resolved  to  coiiipli- 
nnt  the  younsr  Earl  of  Etherington  with  the  part  of 
Lfiiader,  which,  however,  his  lordship  declined,  and, 
|Hcferrin<;  coiiurdy  to  tragedy,  refused  to  appear  in 
any  other  character  than  that  of  the  magnanimous 
Bottom ;  and  he  ^ve  them  such  a  humorous  sr)eci- 
inen  of  his  quality  in  that  part,  that  all  were  delighted 
It  once  with  hi^t  condescension  in  assuming,  and  his 
ikill  in  performing,  the  presenter  of  Pyramus. 

The  part  of  Egeus  was  voted  to  Captain  MacTurk, 
^o»e  obstinacy  in  refusing  to  appear  in  any  other 
Iban  the  full  Hi'.^hland  gart).  harJ  nearly  disconcerted 
toe  whole  atfair.  At  lensth  this  obstacle  was  got 
oicr.un  the  authority  of  Cnilde  Harold,  who  remarks 
(be  similarity  betwixt  the  Highland  and  Grecian 
e»<ume,*  and  the  company,  dispensing  with  the 
perence  of  colour,  voted  the  Captain's  variegated 
nil,  of  the  MacTurk  tartan,  to  be  the  kirtle  of  a 
vrrcian  ni(HintainLV.'r,— Egeus  to  be  an  Amout,  and 
Ae Captain  to  be  Egcus.  Chatterly  and  the  painter, 
calkins;  gentlemen  by  profession,  agreed  to  walk 
Ihroogh  inc  parts  of  Demetrius  and  Lysander,  the 
(«o  Athenian  lovers;  and  Mr.  Winterhlossoin,  loath 
Jod  lazy,  after  many  excuses,  was  bribtnl  by  Lady 
IVoelopc  with  an  antKjue,  or  supposiKl  antique  cameo, 
loplay  the  part  of  Philostratusi  master  of  the  revels, 
Hot ided  his  gout  would  permit  nim  to  remain  so  long 
t^on  the  turf,  which  was  to  be  their  stag<i. 

Muslin  trowsers,  adorned  with  spangles,  a  volu- 
minous turban  of  sUver  gauze,  and  wings  of  the 
nine,  together  with  an  embroidered  slipper,  converted 
at  once  MLss  Diggi'S  into  Obcron,  the  King  of  Sha- 
dows, whose  sovereign  gravity,  however,  was  some- 
what indifferently  represented  by  the  silly  gayety  of 
Miss  in  her  Teens,  and  the  uncontrollea  delight 
which  she  felt  in  her  fine  clothes.  A  younger  wster 
Ttfireacnied  Tilania;  and  two  or  three  sulmrdinate 
elves  were  Kleitted,  among  families  attending  the 
•  "TV  Anianaui  or  Alttnoeae."  (wy*  L<ird  Ryroii.)  "■truck 
m  frmbly  by  thnir  reMritiblance  to  Utn  Hifflilantlen  of  titcotlnnd, 
io  4t**».  njtfn-,  «nil  maiin**r  of  living.  Tlicir  verv  moMnlniiiii 
MNn  I'llKdonian.  wiih  n  kiiKlor  rlimate.  Tlif  kilt,  iliou^h 
■tiil^  :  thf  Pi«r«.  Mctivtf  furm ;  tiu>irdi«li>ctreltic,  in  thetoarid, 
mi  Meir  livdr  habiu,  all  earned  mi>  l>aek  Ui  IMorven."— A'0fe> 
11  «c  SMW  iMpter  ^  CkUdt  HmW*  BUgriMogt, 


I  salutiferous  fountain,  who  were  easily  persuade*!  to 
let  their  children  figure  in  fine  clothes  at  so  jiivenilo 
an  ace,  thougli  they  shook  their  head  at  Miss  Di7r!i>a 
and  her  panraloons.  and  no  le.^s  at  the  lilM-ral  display 
of  Lady  Binks's  right  leg,  with  which  the  Amazonian 
garb  gratified  the  public  of  St.  Konan's. 

Dr.  Uuackleben  was  applied  to  to  play  Wall,  by 
the  assistance  of  such  a  wooden  horse,  or  scnvn,  as 
clothes  are  u.sually  driwl  upon;  the  old  Attorney 
stcKjd  for  Lion;  and  the  other  characters  of  Bottom's 
drama  were  easily  found  among  the  unnauu-d  fre- 
uuenters  of  the  Spring.  Dressed  rehearsals,  and  so 
/orth,  went  merrily  oil— all  voted  there  was  a  play 
fitte<{. 

But  even  tlie  Doctor's  eloquence  could  not  press 
Mrs.  Blower  into  the  scheme,  although  she  was  par- 
ticularly wanted  to  represent Thisbc. 

'*Truth  is,''  she  replied,  "1  dinna  gn^atly  like  stage- 
plays.  John  Blower,  honest  man.  as  sailors  are  aye 
for  some  spref*  or  another,  wad  take  me  ance  to  see 
ane  Mrs.  Siddons-I  thought  we  should  hao  been 
cnishe*!  to  death  before  we  gat  in— a'  my  things  riven 
aff  my  back,  forby  the  four  lilv- white  shillings  that  it 
cost  us— and  then  in  catnc  three  frightsome  carlines 
wi'  besoms,  and  they  wad  bewitch  a  sailor's  wife— I 
was  lang  eneugh  there — and  out  I  wad  be,  and  out 
John  Blower  gat  me,  but  wi'  nae  sma'  fight  and  fend. 
—My  Lady  Penelope  Penfitter.  and  the  grefit  folk, 
may  just  take  it  as  they  like;  nut  in  tny  mind.  Dr. 
Cacklehen,  it's  a  mere  blasphemy  for  folk  to  gar 
th<;ms<^lves  l«x)k  otherwise  than  their  Maker  made 
them;  and  then  the  changing  the  name  which  was 
given  them  at  baptism,  is.  I  think,  an  awful  falling 
away  from  our  vows ;  and  though  Thisby,  which  I 
take  to  be  Greek  for  Tibbie,  may  be  a  verv  good 
name,  yet  Margaret  was  I  christened,  and  Margaret 
will  I  die.", 

"You  mistake  the  matter  entirely,  my  dear  Mrs. 
Blower,"  said  the  Doctor;  "  there  is  noining  serious 
intended— a  mere  placebo- -\\iRX  a  divertiseinent  to 
cheer  the  spirits,  and  assist  the  efloct  of  the  waters — 
cheerfulness  is  a  gn-at  pmmoter  of  health." 

"Dinna  tell  nie  o'  healih.  Dr.  Kittlepin  I— Can  it  be 
for  the  puir  body  M'Diirk's  health  to  major  about  in 
the  tartans  like  a  tobacconist's  simi  in  a  frosty  morn- 
ing, wi'  his  poor  wizzcned  houghs  as  blue  as  a  bla- 
wort  ?— weel  I  wot  he  is  a  humbling  spectacle.  Or 
can  it  jne  ony  body  health  or  pleasure  either  to  sec 
your  ainsell.  Doctor,  ganging  about  wi'  a  claisc 
screen  tind  to  your  back,  covenxl  wi'  paper,  and 
painted  like  a  staiie  and  lime  wa'  ?— I'll  crang  to  see 
nane  o'  their  vanities,  Dr.  Kittlehen:  and  if  there  is 
nae  oiher  decent  lK>dy  to  take  care  o  me.  as  I  dinna 
like  to  sit  a  haill  afternoon  by  mysell,  I'll  eVn  gae 
down  to  Mr.  Sowerbrowsl  the  maltster's— he  is  a 
pleasant,  sensible  man,  and  a  sponsible  man  in  the 
world,  and  his  sister's  a  verv'  decent  woman." 

"Confound  Sowcrbrowst,"  thought  the  Doctor; 
"  if  I  had  guess(.»d  he  was  to  come  across  me  thus,  ho 
should  not  have  «ot  the  bettor  of  his  dvspepsy  so 
early.— My  dear  Mrs.  Blower,"  he  contlnuerJ,  but 
aloud,  "it  is  a  foolish  affair  enough,  I  must  confess; 
but  every  person  of  style  and  fashion  at  the  Well  has 
selthnl  to  attend  this  rxhihition  ;  there  has  been  no- 
thing else  talked  of  for  this  month  through  the  whole 
country,  and  it  will  be  a  year  before  it  is  forgotten. 
And  I  would  have  you  consider  how  ill  it  will  look, 
my  dear  Mrs.  Blower,  to  stay  away— nobody  will 
believe  you  had  a  card— no,  m»t  though  vou  were  to 
hang  it  round  vour  neck  like  a  label  round  a  vial  of 
tincture,  Mrs.  Blower." 

"If  ye  thought  that.  Doctor  Kickherbcn."  said  the 
widow,  alaruv.xl  at  the  idea  of  losing  cast,  "  I  wad 
e'en  gang  to  the  show,  hke  other  folk;  sinful  and 
shameful  if  it  he,  let  thi-m  that  make  the  sin  l)rnr  the 
shame.  But  th<'n  I  will  put  on  nane  of  their  Popish 
disguises— me  that  has  lived  in  North  I^iih.  baitli 
wife  and  lass,  for  I  shanna  sny  how  mony  years,  and 
has  a  character  to  k«fp  up  baith  with  saint  and  sin- 
ner.—And  then,  wha's  to  take  cure  of  nu',  since  you 
are  gaiin  to  make  a  lime-und-stane  wa'  of  voiirsell 
Dr.  Kickiiiben  7" 

_  "My  dear  Mrs.  Blower  if  such  is  vour  deiermina 
tion,  I  will  not  make  a  wall  of  myself.   Her  ladyship 
6* 
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niii^t  rtjn9{t\cr  my  profeswon-^shc  mugr  nmipi^tnnil  i  before  xho  door  of  the  mnnso,  n  repnce  emplovw!  by 
n  u^  Jiiv  fuurtiyn  lo  liK»k  nlfcr  my  pniirnti".  in  prt'itir-  Mr.  C'Hr^ill  in  Munrchiny  for  tl;e  eneclncle!*,  wni;,-h  at 
enoe  *•)  all  the  Mta;;e-plji>s  in  ihid  WDrld— .nnd  to  last  wi-rt*  happily  di.'covj-nd  upon  li is  own  no*^. 
utteru]  on  n  cnfc  like  yours.  .Mru.  IJIow»r.  it  is  rny  ;  At  li^n2th  stnird  by  the  pidt'of  hin  m*w  fritiid,  3Ir. 
duty  to  wirrifioe,  were  if  rnll'^J  l.)r,  tht*  whole  drama  j  f'nr:?  II  nrrivid  safe  nt  Shnws-C  astU»,  thr  gate  uf 
from  .Shaksp«:are  lo  ()'Kj?(  u/'  |  wiiiih  inaitsion  was  surroiindi^!  by  a  Nrreaminj?;;roup 

On  ht'aring  ihi.s  niH^nanimoiifi  n»PoItirion,  thi*  wi  '  of  rhihlpn,  i*o  oxtravanantly  drh^hted  at  P|ir:nji  \Im 
dnw's  heart  waff  jnx.>atlv  chftrcH;  for.  m  fact,  Jfhc  ■  sir:in;refiuiiT»?  to  whom  each  WRres.«ivi'rarriagi.*{CTvc 
mi'j-hi  probably  have  r'onjndr-n.'*!  fhp  Doctor's  i^;rs»^-  i  birth,  that  tvin  iIih  sti  rn  brow  and  well-known  vuice 
veram^e  in  the  plan,  of  whirh  sht-  had  ••xproj*B«?(l  siicii  '  of  Johnic  Tirlsncck,  the  bpo«ile,  thotich  stationed  in 
hi:<h  diiiapprobation,  as  littlu  If.af  than  a  j*ymptom  of  i  the  (*oiirt  on  I'Xpn-sj*  purpose,  wa«J  not  <qnal  to  the 
absohito  defection  from  his  a!l*::fianie.  Ily  an  acrom-  !  task  of  controlling  ihrtn.  These  noi««y  intnidi  rs,  how- 
mo.iaiion,  therefore,  which  nuiiiu  both  partie*,  it  was  :  rver.  who,  it  wa?  believed,  w<n:  »!onjewha!  favfii.icd 
8t^iilcd  that  the  Dortor  shotiUi  attend  hisi  li;vinsj  wi- I  by  f'lara  Mowbray,  wer»«  exclwdrd  from  the  court 
dow  to  Shawj»-(.'a?tle,  withont  maf-k  or  mantle ;  and  |  which  opened  Ufore  the  honf«r^bya  couple  of  jrrnnmfl 
that  the  painted  Hon  en  .•*h«iuld  l»e  transferred  from  j  or  hciper.^  urmi'd  with  their  whip.*,  and  could  not  oidy 
Quackh  ben's  back  to  the  broa«i  Khould*-rs  of  a  brit-f-  I  .*»alure.  with  their  shrill  and  wondermi:  hajling,  the 
less  bam.'ler,  w«;ll  qualitieri  for  the  part  of  Wall,  j  various  p«-r^>niij:o8,  as  th«  y  pa.*R^  ifown  a  short 
»inc(r  the  comp^jaiiion  of  his  skull  niii?ht  havf  rivalled  .  av« ■mii'  b  adiny  from  the  exterior  j:ate. 


in  !«*>lidily  tlie  mortar  and  Btor.e  oi  ibo  most  approved 
buihkr. 

We  must  not  pause  to  dilati'  upon  the  various 
labours  of  boily  and  si»irit  whicli  prrc»iled  the  niter- 
veninp  space,  betwixt  the  si-ttlemern  of  this  >!ay 
Fchcme,  and  the  lime  appointed  lo  carry  it  into  exr*- 
cution.  We  will  not  altetiipt  to  de*rnhe  how  the 
wealthy,  by  letter  and  by  commipsronrrf.  urj;i  d  their  rc<- 
Bearcht'H  through  the  stori'S  oi  the  <ialli  ry  of  ra:!ihion 
for  ffpecimnns  of  Oriental  iini  r>;— how  thc\-  that  wen- 
Fcanl  of  diamonds  supr»lied  tl.'-irphic^with  pastf  and 
Bristol  atones— how  the  rounirv  deah.rs  were<lriven 
out  of  patience  by  the  dimand  for  p:ootls  of  whirh 
ihey  had  never  before  heard  the  nanir— ami,  lantlv, 
how  the  busy  fin;cen«of  ilie  more  economical  dnmsi-ls 
lwij*red  handkerchiefs  intit  turbans,  and  conv<  ried 
petticoats  inlopanialoon.x.  sh.'ipcii  and  sewt^,  cut  and 
clipped,  and  spoiled  many  a  di  cei'.t  jjiown  and  petti- 
coat, ro  produce  something  like  a  (irecian  bahit.  Who 
can  describe  the  wond«.rs  wn^nsht  by  aciivi*  needles 
and  soisstirs,  aideil  by  thimbl-s  ami  rhn^ad.  uiwn 
flilver  uauze,  and  spri?ucd  miislMi  ?  ur  who  can  show 
how,  if  the  fair  nymphs  of  the  Spring:  did  notrntirely 


Thi'  Cleiknm  nabob  and  the  triinisler  were  p?ifi»t«l 
with  shoiifs  not  thr*  least  clamorous;  which  ttie  for- 
mer merit"<l  by  the  ease  v/ith  which  he  wore  the  white 
turbnn.  and  tlie  latter,  by  the  infreouency  of  his  ap- 
pearance in  public,  and  l>«>t[i,  by  the  sinjiular  asw>- 
ciniion  of  -i  decent  clergyman  of  the  irhurrh  of  Scot- 
land, in  a  dress  mon.' old-lashionrfl  than  lould  now 
be  pnxiuce*!  !n  the  (irueral  Aswrnbly.  walkm;-  arm  in 
arm,  and  seeminjrly  in  the  most  familiar  it-rni?,  nith 
a  Parsec  merchant.  They  stopp<:d  a  moment  a:  th- 
u'ate  of  the  Hjurt-yard  to  admire  the  fnml  of  thftelu 
mansiim,  which  had  beindisturbt^J  with  i?o  unusual  i 
seine  of  eayetv. 

Shnws-C''a«t]e.  thou'jh  so  named,  presented  no  ap- 
pj-nrance  of  dcA  nee ;  and  the  present  edifice  'lad  nevH" 
bifen  dcsijrn'-d  for  moir  than  the  accommo'I'jtion  of  a 
I»"neeful  familv.  having  n  low,  heavy  frunt,  loRtW 
with  sonu?  of  that  menlrinous  omamrnt,  wiiirii, 
uniilnir.  or  raih«  r  confou;idini\  ih'^  (ioihic  and  Oic- 
cian  arfhiti.cture,  was  much  used  d'lrir.-!  the  ri-ipr.*"! 
Jamrs  VI.  of  Scotland,  and  hisimfnrtcnate  s<jn.  Th« 
court  formed  a  small  snuare,  two  sidtsof  y.hiih  w.k 
oc'uniod  bv  FUch  buildings  as  were  n-quirrd  for  t'no 


micceed  in  attaining  thedtn.in'il  n'si'mblam-e  to  jiea-  I  familv.  atnf  tlje  thini  by  the  Ftables.  tbe  only  r^'i '" 
then  Greeks,  they  at  li-ast  contrived  lo  ;rel  rid  «)f  all  i  w!»irh  much  att'-niion  had  bttn  paid,  the  present  Mr. 
similitude  to  sober  Christians  ?  j  Mowbray  havinp:  put  thmi  into  excf.ll'.nt  order.    Th-? 

Neither  is  it  necessary  to  dwell  upon  the  various  j  lourth  side  of  the  square  was  shut  up  by  a  scrii".  «ali. 
schemes  of  conveyance  which  wir**  psorltd  to,  in  [  ihrou^fi  wlii«-h  a  cio;^r  opi  ncd  to  the  avenvf;!.-? 
order  to  transfer  ihc  beau  nmnd'' of  the  Spn  to  th«'  j  \<\iu\f  bein*^'  a  kind  of  sfn;ctun*,  which  may  !>■■  Fi;lt 
scene  of  revelry  at  Shaws-f'asile.  The^e  were  as  i  foimd  on  those  old  Scottish  propertus,  wherara::** 
various  as  the  fortunes  and  pn'tensionsDfili'.- owners;  l  ton-nder  their  plae  Parki.sh^  as  was  at  one  tirni'i;iij 
from  the  lordly  curricle,  with  its  outriders,  to  ibe  !  prevailm'jr  phrasi'.  has  not  itiduced  tlie  owners  to  r.ujj 
humble  taxeti  cart,  nay,  untaxed  cart,  which  conveyed  i  down  the  venendile  and  shelterinjr  j'pjwndaia  s  with 
the  p«'rsi>nnj?es  of  lesser  rank.  For  the  latiiT.  indeed,  1  whifh  their  wiser  fath«'rs  had  sen  eufd  iht  \r  ii'ni:?:un. 
the  two  j)08t-chaisis  at  the  Inn  seemed  con v«'rr.-#|  into  and  to  lay  the  whole  open  to  tiie  k'..  n  n.»rih-tr.ft ; 
hourlv  stag's,  so  often  did  ihev  come  and  ao  betwi'cn  I  much  attir  the  faslron  of  a  s;  ir.sttr  of  lifty.  vlv 
the  Itoti^l  and  ihr(*astlt^a  ^lad  day  for  tin-  p/)stil-  '■  chills  her*"lf  to  in-alify  thf*  puMie  by  an  fxp«)«i:rf  ol 

■  hi  r  thin  red  elbows,  and  shnvellrji  nrck  and  lniJ^'ni 
A  dniible  do<.)r,  thrown  hospitably  ojw^n  on  i^t*-  i-r* 
p<:iit  orcasion,  admiltcfl  the  eon.pany  into  a  dark  nmt 
low  liall,  uhi  re  Moubniy  him.«-if,  wiarinfj  theaDcvr 
drr'ss  of  Theseus,  but  not  havii;}^  yet  a?sunu<?  |ii|» 
ancf,  that  applications  wen*  made  in  manmr  most  dural  ran  and  r(»lKS,  siood  to  nceive;  his  i;i;ests  w'.iij 
humble,  ev«  n  to  Mej;  Dods  b»TSilf.  enlnatim;  she  j  due  couiirs",  and  to  indicate  to  each  the  nwl  nl'nttiJ 
would  iKTiu'it  her  ohl  whiskey  lo  phj(wr  such  michi  to  him.  Those  who  were  t(i  take  a  share  in  the  r" 
have  Ikx'u  the  phra«e)  at  St,  Ronaif s  Will,  fiir  that  |  pr* -entntion  of  flu-  mornitic.  wen-  conduct* d  to  aa 
day  only,  and  that  upon  i?ood  cause  shown.  But  not  |  olil  saloi»n.  destirird  for  a  gn  tn-nwim,  antl  which  rojJ»- 
for  w-rclid  birr'*  would  the  undaunted  spirit  of  M»ir :  municjiteil  with  a  smis  i.-f  rip^rtnu-nts  on  the  ni:!i'. 
coiniKiuml  her  T.  ud  with  her  neiirhUnirs  of  the  detf  sted  ■  h.'sMilv  fitted  with  arcomn:oi!;'.:ioTis  for  arrnnizi?'.-  »"" 
Well.  "  il«-r  carriage."  sill- brirrty  renlii'd,  "  wna  (u- (  coti'j.Jetirm  their  toilet;  while  others,  who  H';k  w 
^•aLred  f«ir  her  ain  >:uest  ami  ihi"  minisn-r,  ami  deil  ;  pr;rt  in  the  intmdrd  (Jf-nnja,  w«'r«?  usiiend  to  th'  !♦:.'. 
aiii'ln  r  bi><1y"sfil  ^h^lu!d  eauLj  intilTt.  Li-r  *-viry  her- 1  mio  a  laroe.  unfurnishtd.  and  lon;^  disused  riirir.j: 
rin::  hm-'  by  its  ain  head.''  And.  a(|«-.»!invly.  at  the  \  parl.-jr.  where  a  sa.shed  dfM)ropf  fed  into  the  ;:;»ri*«-r.f. 
duly  ai'pwiuuil  hour,  cn-ake^'i  forth  tor  baihirn  «'on- j  cr«)ss#d  with  yow  ami  liolly  hf(L'>s,  si:!l  triirtinu 
v<n!"nce.  ill  which,  cari'fully  s';reeiM'd  by  the  curtain  j  and  ciii»ped  by  th^'  old  tTJiy-he:iil«d  srardmi r.  v.r* " 
from  lh«.'  uaze  of  the  fry  (»f  thi'  vj|I:>l'i-.  sat  Nabob  j  thos*- rir-n'-iplr."  which  a  nuieliman  thounhf  wDfT-.v 
Touchwfiod.  in  the  costuuie  of  an  iiwlinn  mrrciiant.  j  'if  commi  tiiuiatiiif;  in  a  didactic  poiiii  upon  the-lr* 
or  Shn>fr,  as  tie  y  art:  li-rmed.    Til'*  cbr;oui'"i  w«»ul(!  I  Toirrrl-t.  ■  j 

not,  perhaps,  liavf-  bcin  so  pnnfiiial,  lunl  not  a  s'  t  of  j  A  hti!'  wild*  rncss,  ST^rroundms  a  oearliful  pi'vn- ro 
notes  and  nussam'S  from  his  fr-'U  1  at  ili*-  f'!ill;uni,  |  th.*  sirivuht-s*  turf,  and  itwlf  iMumdifl  by  rnch  h:» 
rver  fdilov.in'^i  :u'h  o'hi'r  as  thi«  !-\  as  iIk  i.:if>rr«»  whirh  |  hrd'T-s  :i.s  w«;  b'i\e  described,  had  bi;.-iJ  SL'iCi!»d  us'hr 


ions,  and  a  day  of  martyrdom  for  the puor post-horses; 
HO  s»-ld(nn  is  It  that  evt-ry  dipartinent  of  any  society, 
however  constitutcxl,  can  be  injured  or  benefiiixl  by  ihc- 
same  occurrence- 
Such.  imli?e<l.  was  the  penury  of  vehicular  convey 


doi-oratc  the  tail  of  a  seho«»lboy's  kit-.  Kept  liim 
«tinlinual'y  «»n  the  abrt  from  dniiireak  till  luwii,  that 
Mr.  TomhwoiHi  found  him  dunpltiely  dnssd  ;  and 
the  whiiiki.Y  >«as  uuly  celayi'd  ibr  about  ten  minutes 


pt::"4c  m  i.Nt  prop'.r  for  :he  exliiliilion  tif  the  imniiHsi 
dramatic  nicturi-.  It  atr.'rdtd  many  faciliiies;  for  « 
risinu  bank  exactly  in  front  was  accommmlatitlwitli 
seats  for  the  speciutors,  who  had  a  coinplctr  view  o 
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mn  theatre,  the  bushes  and  •hnibe  having 
eared  away,  and  the  place  suryplied  with  a 
iry  Bcreen,  which,  being  withdrawn  by  the 
OS  ap{Kjinted  for  that  purpose,  was  to  nerve 
rising;  of  the  curtain.  A  covered  trellis,  which 
ihroui^h  another  pnrt  of  the  garden,  and  ter- 
I  with  a  private  di)or  opening  fii>in  the  right 
'  the  building,  setsmed  as  if  it  had  been  planted 
ose  for  the  proposed  exhibition,  as  it  sorved  to 
>  persiona^cs  of  the  drama  a  convenient  and 
ccess  from  the  green-room  to  the  place  of  re- 
ition.  Indeed,  the  dramuiis  persooae,  at  least 
'ho  adontcd  the  management  of  the  matter, 
kduce<l,  bv  so  much  convenience  to  extend,  in 
ieasur(\  tiie.ir  ori-^nal  plan,  and«  mstead  of  one 
is  bad  tK>cn  at  finit  proposed,  they  now  found 
ves  able,  to  exhibit  to  the  good  company  a 
ion  of  three  or  four,  selected  and  arranged 
tferent  parts  of  the  drama ;  thus  giving  some 
X  as  well  as  some  variety,  to  the  entertain- 
•esiHos  the  advantage  of  sirpa rating  and  con- 
;  the  tragic  and  the  comic  scenes. 
wanc](;nng  about  amongst  the  gardens,  which 
ed  Uttlo  to  interest  any  one,  ana  endeavouring 
^nisi'  8'>iiii>  characterfi,  who,  acconimodating 
Ives  1 1  ihe  humours  of  the  day,  had  ventured 
IT  in  the  various  disg^iises  of  ballsd-singers, 
shepherds,  Highlanders,  and  so  forth,  the 
IV  becan  to  draw  together  towards  the  spot 
the  seats  prepared  for  them,  and  the  screen 
in  front  of  the  bosky  stage,  induced  them  to 
tcL  and  excited  expectation,  especially  as  a 
I  front  of  the  esplanade  set  forth,  in  the  words 
lay,  "This  green  plot  shall  be  our  stage,  this 
m  brake  our  tiring-house,  and  we  will  do  it  in 
'  A  delay  of  about  ten  minutes  began  to  ex- 
16  suppressed  murmurs  of  impatience  among 
lience,  when  the  touch  of  GK>w*s  fiddle  siin- 
irst  from  a  neighbouring  hedge,  behind  which 
established  his  little  orchestra.  All  were  of 
dlent, 

ngli  hid  doar  •trattupert  he  bort  with  Hifhluid  rage." 

len  he  changed  his  strain  to  an  adagio,  and 
his  music  to  die  away  irr  the  plaintive  notes 
n  Cast'e,  the  echoes  of  the  old  walls  were  after 
dumlter,  awakened  by  that  enthusiastic  bnrst 
ius(',  with  which  the  Scots  usually  received 
rarded  their  countrv's  gifted  minstrel, 
is  his  father's  own  son,"  said  Touchwood  to 
gyman.  for  both  had  gr)tten  seats*  near  about 
tre  of  the  ^lace  of  audience.  "  It  is  many  a 
ir  since  I  listened  to  old  Neil  at  Inver,  and,  to 
th.  spent  a  night  with  him  over  pancakeii 
lole  brose ;  and  I  never  expected  to  hear  his 
■gain  in  my  lifetime.    But  stop—the  curtain 

■erwn  was  indeed  withdrawn,  iind*  displayed 
,  Helena,  and  their  lovers,  in  attitudes  corre:*- 
r  to  the  scene  of  confusion  occasioned  by  the 
^Puck. 

rs.  Chatterly  and  the  Painter  played  their  parts 
bett*'r  nor  worse  than  amateur  actors  in 
;  and  the  best  that  oould  hi;  said  of  them  waf<, 
ey  seeined  more  than  half  ashamed  of  their 
Irrrsscs,  and  of  the  public  gaze, 
giinnt  this  untimely  weakness  Lady  Penelope 
larded,  by  the  stmng  shield  of  self-conceit, 
need,  anibl(>d,  and,  notwithstanding  the  slight 
.nre  of  iier  person,  and  the  depredations  which 
d  made  vin  a  countenance  that  had  nnvrr  been 
ich  distinguished  for  beauty,  s'^med  desirous 
the  part  of  the  bf^autiful  dau!;htrr  of  Rgeus. 
llenntiss  which  was  pnnvT  to  the  chnroctrr  of 
u  was  much  augmented  by  the  discovery  that 
owbray  was  so  much  b«»tter  dnnwd  than  her- 
disci»\Wy  which  sho  had  hut  rcw'ntly  made, 

Jtniuu  lady  had  mtt  attended  on  the  regular 
s  lit  the  Well,  but  once,  and  then  without 
;o  habit.  Her  ladyshijs  however,  did  n(»t  r>"r- 
s  p.iiiifiil  nnnn*  ot  inferiority,  where  she  had 
d  triumph,  so  far  to  prevail  over  her  df*sire  of 
;  us  to  interrupt  materially  the  manner  in 
iho  had  iouled  to  represent  Mr  portion  of  the 
F 


scone.  The  nature  of  the  exhibition  prododed  much 
action,  hut  Liady  Penelope  made  amends  by  such  n. 
succession  of  grimaces,  as  might  rival,  in  variety  at 
least,  the  singular  displav  which  Garrick  used  to  call 
*'  going  Ilia  rounds."  Sne  twisted  her  poor  features 
jnto  l(H)ks  of  most  desperate  love  towaras  Lysander; 
into  thow  of  wonder  and  ofiended  pride,  when  she 
turned  them  upon  Demetrius  *i  and  finally  settled 
them  on  Helena,  with  the  happiest  possible  imitation 
of  an  incensed  rival,  who  feels  the  impossibility  of 
relieving  her  swollen  neart  by  tears  alone^  and  is  Just 
about  to  have  recourse  to  her  nails.  ^ 

No  contrast  could  be  stronger  in  looks,  demeanour, 
and  figure,  than  that  between  Hermia  and  Helena. 
In  the  latter  character,  the  beautiful  form  and  foreign 
dress  of  Miss  Mowbray  attracted  all  eyes.  She  kept 
her  place  on  the  stagp,  as  a  sentinel  does  that  which 
his  charge  assigns  him ;  for  she  had  previously  told 
her  hTT>ther,  that  though  she  cotisented,  at  his  impor- 
tunity, to  make  purt  of  the  exhibition,  it  was  as  a 
piece  of  the  scene,  not  as  an  actor,  and  accordingly  a 
painted  figure  could  scarce  be  more  immoveable.  The 
i>xpression  of  her  countenance  seemed  to  be  that  of 
deep  sorrow  and  perplexity,  belonging  to  her  part, 
over  which  wandered  at  times  an  air  of  irony  or  ridi- 
cule, as  if  she  were  secmtly  scorning  the  whole  ex- 
hibition, and  even  herself  for  i*ondescending  to  be- 
come part  of  it.  Above  bH.  a  sense  of  basnfulnesa 
hnd  cast  upon  her  cheek  a- colour,  which,  though  suf- 
ficiently slight,  was  more  than  her  countenance  was 
used  to  display;  and  when  the  spectators  beheld,  in 
the  splendour  and  grace  of  a  rich  Oriental  dre.s6,  her 
whom  they  had  hitherto  been  accustomed  to  see 
attired  only  m  the  most  careless  manner,  (hey  fell 
the  additional  charms  of  surprise  and  contrast  t  so 
that  the  bursts  of  applause  which  were  vollied  to- 
wards the  stage,  might  be  said  to  be  addressed  to  her 
alone,  and  to  vie  in  "sincerity  with  those  which  have 
been  foread  from  an  audience  by  the  most  accom- 
plished performer. 

"Oh,  that  piiir  Lady  Penelope!"  said  honest  Mrs. 
Blower,  who,  when  her  scruples  against  the  exhibi- 
tion wero  once  got  over,  began  to  look  upon  it  with 
particular  interest,— "I  am  really  sorry  for  her  pair 
face,  for  she  gars  it  work  like  the  sails  of  John 
RloweHs  vesshel  in  a  stiff  breeTe.— Oh,  Doctor  Cack- 
lehen,  dinna  ye  think  she  wad  need,  if  it  were  possi- 
ble, to  rin  ower  her  face  wi'  a  gusing  iron,  just  tc 
take  the  wrunkles  out  o't?" 

"  Hush,  hush !  my  good  dear  Mrs.  Blower,"  said 
the  Doctor ;  "  Lady  Penelope  is  a  woman  of  quality, 
and  my  patient,  and  such  people  always  act  charm- 
ingly—you must  understand  there  is  no  hissing  at  a 
private  theatre— Hem  I" 

"  Ve  may  say  what  ve  like.  Doctor,  but  there  is  nae 
fule  like  an  auld  fu1e7-To  oe  sure,  if  she  was  as  young 
and  beautiful  as  Miss  Mbwbray— hegh  me,  and  1 
didna  use  to  think  her  sae  Honny  neither— but  dress- 
dress  makes  an  unco  difference— That  shawl  o'  hers 
—I  daur  sav  the  like  o't  was  ne'er  seen  in  braid  Soot- 
land— It  will  be  real  Indian,  I'se  warrant." 

"Real  Indian!"  said  Mr.  Touchwood,  in  an  accent 
of  disdain,  which  rather  disturbed  Mrs.  Blovrer's 
equanimity,— "why,  what  do  you  suppose  it  should 
be,  madam  7" 

I  didna  ken,  sir,"  said  she,  edging  somewhat 
nearer  the  Doctor,  not  being  altogether  pleased,  as 
she  afterwarda  allowed,  with  the  outlandish  appear- 
ance and  sharp  tone  of  the  traveller;  then  pulling  her 
own  drapery  round  her  shoulders,  she  added,  courage- 
ouriy.  "There  are  braw  shawls  made  at  Paisley,  that 
ye  will  scarce  ken  frae  foreign." 

"  Not  know  Paisley  shawls  from  Indian,  madam  7" 
said  Touchwood;  "why,  a  blind  man  could  ttll  hy 
the  slightest  touch  of  hi^  litth*  finger.  Yon  shawl, 
now,  is  the  handsomrat  I  have  84>en  in  Britain— and 
at  this  distance  I  can  tell  it  to  be  a  real  Tozie." 

"  Cozie  may  she  weel  be  that  wears  it,"  said  Mrs. 
Blower.  "I  dtvlarc,  now  I  look  on*t  again,  it's  n 
Iierfect  beauty." 

"It  is  called  Tozie,  ma*am,  not  cone,"  continned 
the  traTeller;  "the  Shroffs  at  Surat  told  mo  in 
inoi,  that  it  is  made  out  of  the  inner  coat  of  • 
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"  Of  0  ihnrp,  nr,  I  cm  thinking  >'cm  mean,  for  goals 
lios  nae  ivoo'." 

"  Not  much  of  it,  indeed,  mndam  :  but  you  are  to 
nnderfiland  they  use  only  tne  inmoe>t  coat;  and  thr.-n 
their  dyes— thnt  Tozie  now  will  keep  its  colour  while 
there  is  a  rag  of  it  left— men  bequeath  them  in  lega- 
cies to  their  grandchildren." 

**And  a  very  bunny  colour  it  is,"  said  the  dame; 
"  something  like  a  mouw's  hack,  only  a  thought  red- 
der—I wonder  what  iht;y  ca'  thai  colour." 
*  "The colour  is  much  auniired,  madam,"  said  Touch- 
^wood,  who  wns  now  on  a  favourite  topic;  *'thc  Mus- 
salmans  say  the  colour  is  betwixt  that  of  an  elephant 
and  the  breast  of  the  fanghtay 

*ln  troth,  I  am  as  wise  as  I  was,*'  said  Mrs. 
Blower.  -• 

"The /nw^A/a,  madam,  so  called  by  the  Moors, 
(lor  the  Hindhus  call  it  hoUaK,)  is  a  sort  of  pigeon, 
held  sacred  among  the  Moslem  of  India,  because 
they  think  it  dyed  its  bn^ast  in  the  blood  of  Ali.— But 
I  see  they  an;  closing  the  scene.— Mr.  Cargill,  are 
jwu  composinj;  your  s«*rmon,  my  good  friend,  or  what 
CTin  you  be  tlnnking  of?" 

Mr.  Cargill  had,  during  the  whole  scene,  remained 
with  his  eyes  fixed,  in  intent  and  anxious,  although 
almost  unconscious  gazt*,  upon  Clara  i\Iowbray ;  and 
when  the  voice  of  his  companion  siartltd  him  out  of 
his  reverw,  he  cxclain)ed,  "Most  lovely— most  un- 
happy—yes— I  must  and  will  sec  her !" 

"  S«  ner?"  repliixl  Touchwood,  too  much  accus- 
tomed to  his  friend's  singularities  to  look  for  much 
reason  or  connexion  in  any  thing  he  said  or  did ; 
**Why,  you  shall  see  her  and  tolk  to  her  too,  if  that 
will  give  you  pleasure.— They  say  now,"  he  continued, 
lowering  bis  voice  to  a  whisper,  "that  this  Alow  bray 
18  mined.  I  see  nothing  like  it,  since  he  can  dress 
cnit  his  sister  like  a  Begum.  Did  you  ever  see  such  a 
splendid  shawl  7" 

"Dearly  purchased  splendour,"  said  Mr.  Cargill, 
with  a  deep  sigh ;  "  I  wi&h  that  the  price  be  yet  fully 
paki!" 

"Very  likely  not."  said  the  traveller;  "ven'  likely 
it's  gone  to  the  book ;  and  for  the  price,  I  haveknown 
a  thousand  rupees  given  for  such  a  shawl  in  the  coun- 
try.—But  husn,  hush,  we  are  to  have  another  tunc 
from  Nathaniel— faith,  and  the)'  are  withdrawing  the 
screen— well,  they  have  some  mercy— they  do  not  let 
us  wait  long  between  the  acts  of  their  follies  at  least- 
1  love  a  quick  and  rattling  fire  in  these  vanities— Folly 
walking  a  funeral  pace,  and  clinking  hcT  bells  to  the 
time  of  a  passing  knell,  makes  sad  work  indeed." 

A  strain  of  music,  beginning  slowly,  and  termi- 
nating in  a  lii;ht  and  wild  allegro,  introduced  on  the 
■tage  those  delightful  cn*atiirt'8  of  the  richest  ima- 
gination that  eve  r  termed  with  wondtTS,  the  Oberon 
and  Titania  of  Shakspt^are.  The  pigmy  mojesty  of 
the  captain  of  the  fairy  band  had  no  unapt  representa- 
tive in  Miss  Digges,  whose  modesty  was  not  so  great 
an  intruder  as  to  pn*vent  her  desire  to  present  him  in 
all  his  dignity,  and  she  moved,  conscious  of  the  grace- 
ful turn  of  a  pretty  ankle,  which,  encircled  with  a 
string  of  pearls,  and  clothed  in  tirsh-coloured  silk,  of 
the  most  cobweb  texture,  rose  above  the  crimson  san- 
dal. Her  jewelled  tiani,  too,  gave  dignity  to  the 
frown  with  which  the  ofTi-nded  King  of  Shadows 
lOeeted  his  consort,  as  each  entered  upon  the  scene 
at  the  head  of  their  several  attendants. 

The  restlessness  of  the  children  had  been  duly  con- 
sidered ;  and,  therefore,  their  part  of  the  exhibition 
had  been  contrived  to  represent  dumb  show,  rather 
than  a  stationary  picture.  The  little  Quern  of  Elves 
was  not  infr'Hnr  in  action  to  her  moody  lord,  and 
repaid,  with  a  look  of  female  impatience  and  scorn, 
the  haughty  air  which  seemed  to  express  his  sullen 
greeting, 

"Ol  met  br  moonliflit,  imnid  TiiAnia.** 

The  other  childreii  were,  as  usual,  some  clever  and 
forward,  some  loutish  and  awkward  enough ;  but  the 
gambols  of  childht>od  arc  sure  to  n.ceive  applause, 
paid,  perhaps,  with  a  mixture  of  pity  and  envy,  by 
those  in  ad\'anced  life ;  and  besides,  there  were  m  the 
company  several  fond  papas  and  mamaa,  whose 
cJamorous  approbation,   though    given    appazently 


to  the  whole  performers,  was  esperially  dedn 
cated  in  their  hearts  to  their  own  little  Jackies  and 
Marias,— for  Mary,  though  the  prettiest  nnd  most 
clas;*ical  of  Scottish  namex,  is  now  unknown  in 
the  land.  The  elves,  therefore,  played  their  frolics, 
danced  a  measure,  and  vanished  with  good  approba- 
tion. 

The  anti-mask,  as  it  may  be  called,  of  Bottom,  and 
his  company  of  actors,  next  appeared  on  the  stage, 
and  a  thunder  of  applause  received  the  young  Karl, 
who  had^  with  infinite  taste  and  dexterity,  trans 
formed  himself  into  the  similimde  of  an  Athenian 
clown ;  observing  the  Grecian  costume,  yei  so  judi- 
ciously discriminated  from  the  dress  of  the  higher 
characters,  as  at  once  to  fix  the  characfer  of  a  thick- 
skinned  mechanic  on  the  wearer.  Touchwood,  in 
particular,  was  loud  in  his  approbation,  from  which 
the  com«tness  of  the  costume  must  be  inferred  ;  for 
that  honest  gentleman,  like  many  other  critic^  was 
indeed  not  very  much  distinguished  for  go<id  tasta, 
but  hsd  a  capital  memory  for  petty  matters  of  foct  j 
and,  while  the  most  impressiive  look  or  gesture  of  an 
actor  might  have  failed  to  interest  him,  would  have 
censured  most  severely  the  fashion  of  a  sleeve,  or  the 
colour  of  a  shoe-tie. 

But  the  Earl  of  Etherington's  merits  were  not  con- 
fined to  his  external  appearance ;  for,  had  his  better 
fortunes  failed  him,  his  deserts,  like  those  of  Hamlet, 
might  have  got  him  a  fellowship  in  a  cry  of  players. 
He  presented,  though  in  dumb  show,  the  pragmatic 
conceit  of  Bottom,  to  the  infinite  amusement  of  all 
present,  especially  of  thoro  who  were  well  acquainted 
with  the  original ;  and  when  he  was  "  translated"  by 
Puck,  he  bore  the  ass's  head,  his  newly- acquired  dig- 
nity, with  an  appearance  of  conscious  (ireatneae, 
which  made  the  metamorphueis,  though  in  itself  suf- 
ficiently farcical  irresistibly  comic.  He  afterwards 
displayiid  the  same  humour  in  his  frolics  with  the 
fairies,  and  the  intercourse  which  he  hcW  with  Mi^ssrs. 
Cobweb,  Mustard-seed,  Pease-blossom,  and  the  rest 
of  Titania's  cavaliers,  who  lost  all  command  of  their 
countenances  at  the  gravity  with  which  he  inv.ted 
them  to  afTonl  him  the  luxury  of  scratching  his  hairy 
snout.  Mowbray  had  aUo  found  a  fitting  represenu- 
tive  for  Puck  in  a  qu»>er-looking,  small-eyed  boy  of 
the  Altoun  of  8i.  Ronan's,  with  large  ears  projecung 
from  his  head  like  turrets  from  a  Gothic  building. 
This  exotic  animal  personified  the  merry  and  mock- 
ing spirit  of  Hobgoblin  with  considerable  power,  so 
that  the  group  bore  some  resemblance  to  the  well- 
known  and  exquisite  delineation  of  Puck  by  Sir 
Joshua,  in  the  seltct  collection  of  the  Bard  oi  Me- 
mory. It  was.  however,  the  ruin  .of  the  !St.  Ronan'a 
Robm  Goodfellow,  who  did  no  good  afterwards,— 
"  ^^ed  an  ill  gate,"  ns  Meg  Doda  said,  and  "  look  on" 
with  a  party  of  strolling  players. 

The  entertainment  closed  with  a  grand  parade  of 
all  the  characters  that  had  appi>ared,  during  which 
Mowbray  concluded  that  the  young  lord  himself,  un- 
remarked, might  have  time  enough  to  examine  the 
outward  form,  at  least,  of  his  sister  CIsra,  whom,  in 
the  pride  of  his  heart,  he  could  not  help  consklering 
superior  in  beauty,  drec-sed  as  she  now  was,  with 
every  advantage  of^ort,  even  to  the  brilliant  Amazon, 
Lady  Binks.  It  is  true,  Mowbray  was  not  a  man  to 
give  preference  to  the  intellectual  expression  of  poor 
Clara's  features  over  the  Sultana-like  beauty  of  the 
haughty  dame,  which  promised  to  an  admiierall  the 
vicissitudes  that  can  be  expressed  by  a  countenance 
lovely  in  every  change,  and  changing  as  often  as  ac 
ardent  and  impetuous  disposition,  rnused  to  con- 
straint, and  despising  admonition,  should  please  to 
dictate.  Yet.  to  do  him  justice,  though  his  pn  ft  rence 
was  perhaps  dictated  more  by  iraiernal  partiality  than 
by  purity  of  taPte,  he  certainly,  on  the  present  occa- 
sion, felt  the  full  extent  of  Clara's  superiority ;  and 
there  was  a  proud  smile  on  his  lip,  as,  at  the  con- 
clusion of  the  divertisement,  he  asked  the  Earl  how 
he  had  been  plenFed.  The  rest  of  the  performeifl 
had  separated,  and  the  young  lord  reniaint^  on  the 
stage,  employed  in  disembarrassing  himst^If  of  hif 
awkward  visor,  when  Mowbray  nut  this  question,  to 
which,  though  general  in  terma,  he  naturally  gavei 
particular  meanins. 
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**  I  coulfl  wrnr  my  ass's  head  for  cvit."  he  aaiii, 
"on  rendition  myevos  were  lo  N*  so  dclij^litfully  em- 
plnyc*!  as  \\vy  liave  birn  durini?  the  last  scene  — 
Mowhray,  ycmr  s!si*>r  is  an  Hnpcll" 

"Hhv**  a  cart'  ihrit  iliai  hr-iidpii'no  of  yours  has  not 
per>'tTi«.*<l  your  ras(« ,  my  loni,*'  said  Mowbray.  "  Bui 
why  did  vou  wear  thai  disguise  on  your  Inst  appear- 
anr»;  i  Vou  shuul*],  1  think,  have  brin  unt'ovored." 
"I  am  ashnnw.HJ  10  answer  you,"  said  the  Rnrl; 
'but  truth  in,  Its!  imprestiions  are  of  conwxiuence, 
and  I  thought  I  might  ilo  as  wisely  not  to  appear  be- 
fore your  Hisi^ter,  for  the  first  time,  in  the  character  of 
Kullv  Bottom." 

"Then  you  cdian^e  your  dresa,  my  lord,  for  dinner, 
if  we  call  our  hinchcon  by  that  name  7"  said  Mow- 
bray. 

"  I  am  ^inf;  to  my  room  this  instant  for  that  very 
purpose,'*  rfplu^d  the  Earl. 

"And  I,"  said  Mowbrav,  "must  sti»p  in  front,  and 
dismiss  the  audience ;  fori  see  they  are  .«iiting  gaping 
there,  waiting  for  another  scene." 

Tliey  parhxl  i»pon  this;  and  Mowbray,  as  Duke 
ThestHis,  strpixtl  before  the  screen,  and  aimotmcin!; 
the  conrhiHion  of  tiie  dramatic  pictures  whi<rh  they 
had  had  the  honour  to  present  before  the  worshipful 
company,  thanked  ihc  speclaiors  for  the  very  favour- 
able reception  which  ilicy  had  affordird  ;  an<l  intimated 
to  them,  that  if  they  could  amiiiiwj  themselves  by 
nrolling  for  an  hour  aiuong  the  ganions,  a  boll  would 
summon  to  the  house  at  the  expiry  of  that  time, 
when  some  fpfroshmnnla  would  wait  their  accepr- 
ince.  This  annunciation  was  received  with  the  ap- 
plause due  to  the  Amphitryon  on  Von  dine;  and  the 
Kuests,  arising  from  before  tiic  teniporary  theatre,  dis- 
pet«jd  through  the  gardens,  which  were  of  some  ex- 
tent, to  seek  for  or  crttate  amusement  to  themselves. 
The  music  greatly  aided  them  in  this  last  purpose,  and 
It  was  not  Ton;r  em  a  d<jzen  of  coii|il«'s  and  upwards, 
wfre  "  tripping  it  on  the  light  fantastic  toe,"  (I  love  a 
phrase  that  is  not  hackneyed,)  to  the  tune  of  Mony- 
musk. 

Others  strolled  through  the  grounds,  meeting  some 
quaint  di8;ruise  at  the  end  of  every  verdant  alley,  and 
communicating  toothers  the  surprise  and  amusement 
which  they  themselves  were  receiving.  The  scene, 
from  the  variety  of  dresses,  the  frei-dom  which  it 
KBve  to  the  displav  of  humour  amongst  such  as  pofi- 
ietRed  any,  and  tne  iieneral  disposition  to  give  and 
werive  pleasure,  n?noercd  the  little  masquerade  more 
uienaining  than  others  of  the  kind  for  which  more 
arapk*  and  magnificent  preparations  have  lie<'n  made. 
There  was  nfso  a  lingular  and  pleasing  contrast  be- 
iwern  the  fantastic  figures  who  wandere*!  through  the 
inrdens,  and  the  (juiet  scene  itself,  to  which  the  old 
aipt  hedgc^  the  formal  distribution  of  the  ground, 
nd  the  antiqunted  appearance  of  one  or  two  foun- 
tains and  artitieL'ilcascadeit,  in  which  thenaiuds  had 
hem  for  the  noiief  compeUtKl  to  rcHiime  their  ancient 
titilics,  gave  an  appearance  of  unusual  simplicity  and 
Mdusion,  and  which  MH'nied  rather  to  belong  to  the 
Iw  than  to  the  present  generation. 
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rbrrawlf.  danrr*.  maiika,  and  merry  hoarii. 
Fore-ma  fair  Luv«9,  ^IrKwiDf  lii«  way  with  liownra. 

Lotya  Ladour't  Lmt. 
Wonliiea,  away— tlii!  icnne  besiba  to  cloud. 

I  Ml.  TorcnwooD,  and  his  inseparable  friend,  Mr. 

i  y'tgill  wandereil  on  amidst  the  gav  groups  we  have 
'I'Wilied.  the  former  censuring  with  jireat  scorn  the 
f^TKquent  attempts  which  he  obs(.'rverl  towards  an  iriii- 
laiKHi  of  the  costume  of  the  East,  and  apix:alini<  with 
Hf-complacenco  to  his  own  sup»'rior  reprcseniation. 
••he^.eted,  in  Moorish  and  m  Persic,  the  sirveral 
fiithend  fiinin>K  who  passed  his  way;  while  ihecler- 
Ri'ninn,  whose  mind  seemed  to  labour  with  some 
*ei?hty  and  imi»ortant  project,  liKiked  in  ev«'ry  diree- 
ton  for  the  fair  P.prfMcniative  of  HeKna,  but  in  vain. 
^t  length  he  caught  a  glimpse  of  the  memorable 
^^\  which  had  drawn  forth  so  lea rne<l  a  discussion 
nnhitoooipaiiion }  and,  starting  from  Touch  wood^a 


I  side  with  a  degree  of  anxious  alertness  totally  foreign 

I  to  his  usual  habits,  he  endeavoured  to  join  the  person 

'  by  whom  it  was  worn. 

\  **'Hy  the  Lord."  said  his  companion,  "the  Doctor 
is  iH^side  himself!— the  parsijn  is  mad!— the  divine  is 

i  out  of  iiis  senses,  that  is  clear;  and  how  1  he  devil  can 

!  he,  who  scarce  can  find  his  road  from  iheC'leikum  lo 
his  own  manse,  venture  himself  unprot«rte<l  into  such 
a  scene  of  contusiiui  ?— he  might  as  well  pretend  to 

1  cross  the  Atlantic  without  a  pilot— I  must  pushofTin 

!  chase  of  him,  lest  worse  come  of  it." 

But  the  traveller  was  preventetl  from  exccutinghia 
friendly  puryjose  by  a  wtri  of  crowd  which  came  rush- 
inir  down  the  alh'V,  the  centre  of  which  was  occupied 
by  Captain  MacTurk,  in  the  very  act  of  bullying  two 
pseiido  Highlanders,  for  having  pn«uined  to  hiy  aside 
their  breeches  befor»>  they  had  actiuired  the  Gaelic 
lanfruage.  The  sounds  of  contempt  and  in.sult  with 
which  the  genuine  Celt  was  overwhelming  the  unfor- 
tunate impostors,  wert^  not,  inde<«l,  inteliitrible  other- 
wise than  from  the  tone  and  manner  of  the  speaker; 
but  these  intimated  so  much  displeasure,  (hat  the 
plaidud  fomis  whose  unadvised  choice  of  a  disguise 
had  provokwl  it— two  raw  lads  from  a  certain  great 
manufacturing  t»)wn— heartily  repentitl  their  tcrne- 
rity,  and  were  in  the  act  of  seeking  for  the  speediest 
exit  from  the  gardens;  rather  ch(M>sing  to  resign  their 
share  of  the  dinner,  than  to  abide  the  farther  conac- 
qucnces  that  might  follow  from  the  displeasure  of  this 
highland  Termagant. 

Touchwood  had  scarcely  extricated  himself  from 
this  impediment,  and  again  commenced  his  researches 
after  the  clergyman,  when  his  course  was  cmce  more 
interruptiKl  by  a  sort  of  prcssgang,  headed  by  Sir 
Bingo  Hinks,  who,  in  order  to  play  his  character  of  a 
drunken  boatswain  to  the  hfe,  seemed  certainly  drunk 
enough,  however  little  of  a  seaman.  His  cheer 
soundetl  more  like  a  view-halloo  than  a  hail,  when, 
with  a  volley  of  such  oaths  as  would  have  blown  a 
whole  f1e4>i  of  the  Bethel  union  out  of  the  water,  he 
onleretl  Touchwood  *'  to  come  under  his  lee,  and  be 
d— d ;  for,  smash  his  old  timbers,  he  must  go.  to  sea 
again,  for  as  weatherl)eaten  a  hulk  as  he  was." 

Touchwood  answert^  instantlv.  "To  sea  with  all 
my  heart,  but  not  with  a  land-luokerfor  commander. 
— Harkye,  brother,  do  you  know  how  much  ot  a 
horse's  furniture  belongs  to  a  ship  7" 

"  Come,  none  of  your  quizzing,  my  old  buck,"  said  • 
Sir  Bingo— "What  the  devil  has  a  ship  to  do  with 
horsfj's  furnirnre?— Do  you  think  we  belong  lo  the 
liorse-marmes  ?— ha  i  hu !  I  think  you  re  matched, 
brother." 

"Why,  you  son  of  a  fresh-water  gudeeon,"  re- 
plie<l  the  traveller,  "that  never  in  your  life  sailed 
ifarther  than  the  Isle  of  Docs^  do  you  pret«Mid  lo  play 
a  sailor,  and  not  know  theLridle  of  the  l>owliiu^  and 
the  saddle  of  the  holtsprit,  and  the  bit  for  the  cable, 
and  the  girth  to  hoist  the  rigging,  and  the  whip  to 
sirve  for  small  tackle ?— There  is  a  Irick  for  you  to 
find  out  an  Abram-man.  and  save  sixpence  when  he 
bf»gs  of  you  as  a  disbanded  seamen.— (Jet  alone  with 
you!  or  the  constable  shall  be  chargi>d  with  the 
whole  pn-sspang  to  man  the  workhouse." 

A  general  laugh  anise  at  the  detection  of  the 
swaggering  boatswain;  and  all  that  the  Baronet 
had  for  it  was  to  sneak  off,  saying,  "  D— n  the  old 
qui/,  who  the  devil  thought  to  have  heard  so  much 
slang  fn)m  an  old  musliii  nightcap!" 

n\»uchwoo«l  iMfing  now  on  ohyaw  of  some  atten- 
tion, was  followed  by  two  or  three  stragglers,  whom 
h<'  eiideavoun'd  to  rid  himself  of  the  best  way  he 
(Miild,  testifying  an  impaticnrT  a  little  inconsistent 
with  the  lifMXjrum  of  his  Orimtal  demeanour,  bat 
which  arose  from  his  desire  to  rejoin  his  eomimnion, 
and  some  apprehension  of  inconvenience  which  he 
feared  ("argill  might  sustain  during  his  absence. 
For,  ht'in^  in  fact  as  gooil-naiurtHi  a  man  as  any  in 
the  world,  Mr.  Touch wim  id  was  at  the  same  lima 
one  of  the  most  conceited,  and  was  very  ript  to 
suppose,  that  his  pri>st>iice,  advice,  and  assistance, 
were  of  the  most  indi.^pi-nsable  cimsti|uence  to  thoMi 
with  whom  he  lived;  and  that  not  only  on  gr^. 
cmcrgeiK-icH,  but  even  in  the  most  ordinary  < 
of  life. 
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Mean  Hine,  Mr.  Cargill,  wnom  he  anufj^ht  in  vain,  j 
"wan,  on  Inn  i)iirt,  nnxiimsly  krfp'in-^  in  x.-^lit  of  ihe  ' 
beaiitifui  Induin  ehawl,  vhit-.h  rfuvcil  ns  a  fln,!^  lo  ' 
announce  to  him  the  ve^H.'I  whirh  he  lu'.ld  in  rhns4>. 
At  U-ngth  he  nppronrheil  m»  i-lo<«i^  at*  to  snv,  in  an 
anxiuu.H  whii«ptT,  "Mif*s  Mowbray— Miss  3iowbroy 
—I  muKl  !»iK-:iK  with  you." 

*'And  what  would  you  have  with  Mi.«»  Mowbray  ?"  I 
mid  the  luir  wran-r  of  the  beautiful  ahawl,  but ' 
without  turning  round  her  hrad. 

*'I  liave  a  .Mcrrei— an  important  !*rrret,  of  which  to  . 
make  yt)u  nwun; ;  but  it  i8  not  for  tliij*  pincj?.— Do 
not  turn  iroin  Tni>!--Yo\ir  h>:ppine9.s  in  this,  and  j 
perhnpH  in  the  next  hfe,  dept-nds  on  your  listening  I 
to  me."  ; 

The  lady  led  the  way,  ns  if  to  ^ive  him  an  opportu-  ' 
nily  of  i»p<.?akini?  with  her  more  privately,  to  one  of  i 
those  oM-fashiancd  and  d«f  ply-ombowervd  rtJcessL-a,  i 
which  are  commonly  found  in  such  tznrdi-ns  as  thai 
of  8hawH-('nsiiei  and,  with  h'.-r  shawl  wrapiMtl , 
around  her  head,  no  as  in  Hnmc  d»'?re»'  to  conceal h»r  ; 
features,  she  stooii  before  Mr.  Car;;!)!  in  the  donbifnl  ' 
light  and  siiadow  of  a  huge  platanus  tree,  which  ; 
formed  the  canopy  of  the  arbour,  and  six-nied  to  I 
await  the  communicntion  he  had  pnniiisud.  I 

"Report  says,"  said  ihi;  clerKynian,  speakinR  in  an  I 
eaj^er  and  hurried  manner,  yet  with  n  low  voice,  and  1 
like  one  desirous  of  bi>ing  heard  bv  her  whom  he 
addrcsM-d,  and  by  no  one  else,— "  Report  says  that; 
you  arc  nboiit  to  be  married."  i 

*'And  is  rqu>rt  kitid  enough  to  say  to  whom  ?" 
answered  tlie  lady,  with  a  tone  of  indilfcFence  which 
■oemed  to  astound  her  interroantor. 

'*  Young  lady,"  he  answenni,  with  a  solemn  voice, 
**had  this  levity  been  sworn  to  nie,  I  could  never 
have  believed  it  I  Have  vou  forgot  the  circumstances 
in  which  you  stand?— Have  you  forgotten  that  my 
promise  of  secrecy,  sinful  perhaps  even  in  that 
degree,  was  but  a  conditional  promise?— or  did  you 
think  that  a  being  so  sequestered  as  I  am  was  already 
dead  to  the  world,  even  while  he  was  walking  upon 
its  surface?— Know,  young  lady,  that  I  am,  indeed 
dead  to  the  pleasures  and  the  onlinary  business  of 
life^  hut  I  am  even  therefore  the  more  alivo  to  its 
dunes," 

"Upon  my  honour,  sir,  unless  yon  are  plca.*ied  to  he 

more  explicit,  it  is  impossible  for  me  either  to  answer 

.or  uniicrsiand  you,    said  the  Indy;  "you  speak  too 

seriously  for  a  masquerade  pleasantry,  and  yet  not 

clearly  enough  to  make  your  earnest  comprchcn- 

"Is  this  pullenness,  Miss  Mowbray?"  said  thi; 
ilei^yman,  with  increased  animation;  "Is  it  levity? 
—Or  is  it  alienation  of  mind?— Even  after  a  fever 
of  the  brain,  we  retain  a  recollection  of  the  causes 
of  our  illness. — Come,  you  must  and  do  understand 
me,  when  I  say,  that  I  will  not  consent  to  your  com- 
milting  a  great  crime  to  attain  temporal  wealth  and 


So  saying,  he  turned  from  (he  lady  with  that  dig 


rank,  ho,  not  to  make  you  an  empress.  My  path  is 
a  clear  one;  and  should  I  hear  a  whisper  t)nath(*d 
of  your  alliance  with  this  Karl^  or  whatever  he  may 
be,  rely  upon  it,  that  I  will  withdraw  the  veil,  anil 
make  your  brother,  your  bridegroom,  and  the  whole 
world,  ao^uainted  with  the  situation  in  which  you 
atand,  one  the  impossibility  of  your  forming  the 
alliance  which  you  propose  to  your.«»elf,  I  um  com- 
Dcllwi  to  say,  against  the  laws  or  (Sod  and  man." 

"But,  sir— sir,"  answered  the  lady,  rarher  eagerly 
than  anxiously,  "you  have  not  yet  told  me  what 
business  you  have  with  my  marriage,  or  what  argu- 
ments you  can  bring  against  it." 

"Madam,"  rcpli«rfi  Mr.  Cargill  "in  your  present 
state  of  mind,  and  in  such  a  scene  as  this,  I  cannot 
«nier  upon  u  topic  for  wluth  the  season  is  unfit,  and 
you,  I  nin  sorry  lo  say,  are  tnially  unprepnre*!.  It 
IS  enough  that  you  know  the  grounds  on  which  you 
stand.  At  a  fitti  r  opni-rtuniiy,  I  will,  ps  it  is  my 
duty,  lay  b*. fore  you  the  enormity  of  what  you  are 
aaiJ  to  have  meditated,  with  the  frer'dom  which 
becomes  oni,  who,  however  humble,  is  upjiointcd 
to  explain  to  hi?*  fellow-creatures  the  lows  of  his 
Maktr.  In  th".  mean  lime,  I  tim  not  afraid  that 
you  will  take  au.  Ua£>ty  si«.p,  after  such  a  wurning 
aa  tliid." 


at  the  same  lime,  with  a  si  iiw;  of  deep  pain,  infl.eted 
by  llig  « ;ip  less  Nvily  uf  her  whom  he  addressed.  She 
did  nut  any  Inngir  aiienipl  lo  ddnin  him,  but  made 
her  esrnix-  from  the  arbour  by  oneallev,  as  she  heard 
voicis  whidi  seemed  to  approach  it  trom  another. 
The  (-ItT^'yman,  who  took  the  opposite  din>cti<in,  met 
in  full  ineonnter  a  whispering  and  tillering  pair,  who 
.•i-emeil,  at  hi.-*  sudden  aitpearance.  to  chcvk  their 
tone  of  faniiliariiy,  and  a^sume  an  apocnranre  of 
gn.ater  dii<lHnce  ti>wards  each  other.  Tne  lady  was 
no  oih) T  than  ihi'  fair  Queen  of  the  Amazons,  who 
Ffenud  to  have  adnnted  the  recent  partiality  of  Ti- 
tania  tt>warrls  Bully  Hotiom.  biding  in  confeniiice  nirh 
and  ho  close  as  we  have  described,  with  the  late  re- 
prew  nrativeof  the  Athenian  weaver, whom  his  n*cent 
vi«it  to  his  ehamb«r  had  rnctaniondiosed  into  the  more 
uallanl  dis'^niise  uf  an  ancient  Spanish  cavalier.  He 
now  apiK'an  d  with  cloak  and  dnx>ping  plume,  swnrd, 
l>oniard,  and  guitar,  richly  dres.sed  al  all  points,  as 
jfor  a  s'.reiiade beneath  his  mistress's  window ;  a  silk 
mask  ui  i he  breast  of  his  cmhroidt?ri-d  doublet  hung 
ready  to  Im  assumril  in  cai«e  of  intrusion,  as  an  ap- 
propriat«>  part  of  the  national  dress. 

It  s<>me(iines  happened  to  Mr.  Cargill,  as  we  be* 
licve  it  may  chance  to  other  men  much  subject  to 
ahs«-net!  of  mind,  that,  contrary  to  their  wont,  and 
much  after  the  manner  of  a  sunbesm  suddenly 
pien^ng  a  deep  mist,  and  illuminating  one  partirular 
object  in  the  land.«capc  some  sudden  recollertion 
rushes  upon  them,  and  seems  to  compel  them  to  act 
under  it,  as  under  the  influence  of  complete  certainty 
and  convicti(m.  Mr.  Tarf^ill  had  no  sooner  set  eyes 
on  the  Spanish  cavalier,  in  whom  he  neither  knew 
the  Karl  of  Kihi'rington,  nor  recognised  Bully  Bottom, 
than  with  liastv  emotion  he  seized  on  his  reluctant 
hand,  aiul  exclaimed,  with  a  mixture  of  eagernesa 
and  solemnity,  "I  rejoice  to  sec  you!— Heaven  has 
sent  you  here  in  its  own  good  time." 

"  I  thank  you,  sir,"  replied  Lord  Etherington,  Tjery 
coldly,  "  I  believe  you  have  the  joy  of  the  meoiin? 
entinly  on  your  side,  as  1  cannot  remember  having 
seen  you  l>elore." 

"  Is  not  your  name  Bulmer  ?"  sai<i  the  clergyman. 

I— I  know— I  am  sometimes  apt  lo  make  mistakes 
-But  1  am  sure  your  name  is  Buhner?" 

"Not  that  ever  I  or  my  godfathers  heard  of— mf 
name  was  Botioin  half  an  hour  ago— perhaps  that 
makes  the  confusion,"  answered  the  Earl,  with  very 
cold  and  distant  politeness;— "Permit  me  to  paaa» 
sir,  that  I  may  attend  the  lady." 

"  Quite  unnecessary,"  answered  Lady  Rinks ;  "I 
leave  you  to  adjust  your  mutual  recoUeetiona  with 
your  new  old  friend,  my  lord— he  seems  to  have 
something  to  say."  So  sayins,  the  iadv  walked  on, 
not  perhaps  sorry  of  an  opportunity  to  snow  apparent 
indit!(>rence  for  his  lordship's  society  in  the  pn^ence 
of  one  who  had  surprised  them  in  what  might  seem 
a  moment  of  exuberant  intimacy. 

"  You  detain  me,  sir,"  said  the  Earl  of  Etherington 
to  Mr.  Cargill,  who,  bewilden>d  and  uncertain,  still 
kt^t  himself  placed  so  directly  before  the  young 
nobleman,  as  to  make  it  impossible  (or  him  to  pass, 
without  absolutely  pushing  him  ti)  one  side.  "  I  must 
re  illy  attend  the  lady,"  he  added,  making  another 
efibrt  to  walk  on. 

"  Young  man,"  said  Mr.  Cargill,  you  cannot  dis- 
guise your.M>If  from  me.  I  am  sure— my  mind  nssorea 
me.  that  you  are  that  very  Bulmer  whom  Heaven 
hath  senthem  to  prevent  crime." 

"And  you,"  said  Lonl  Etherington,  "whom  my 
mind  assures  me  I  never  saw  in  my  life^  are  aeul 
hither  by  the  devil,  I  think,  to  create  confusion." 

"  I  lH>g  pardon,  sir,"  said  the  clergyman,  stags(CTod 
by  the  calm  and  pertinacious  denial  of  ihc  Karl  -"I 
l>cg  pardon  if  I  am  in  a  mistake— that  is,  if  I  am 
reiilltf  in  a  mistakti^but  I  am  not-  '  a;n  sure  I  ani 
not !— That  look— that  smile— I  am  not  mistaken. 
^  ou  arc  Valentine  Bulnitr— the  very  Valentine  Bul- 
mer %vhom  I-  but  I  will  not  mak  your  i.hvate  af- 
':.irs  any  part  of  this  exposition— enough,  you  art 
V  aim  tine  Bulmer." 
I     "  Valentine  ?— Valentine?**  answered  Loid  Elhcr- 
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ini^n,  impatiently,—**!  am  neither  Valentine  nor 
OrBon~I  wish  you  gdod-inornino,  sir." 

"  Stay,  sir,  stay,  1  charge  you,'^  said  the  clergyman ; 
**if  you  are  unwilling?  to  be  known  yourself^  it  mny 
he  because  you  have  forf^tten  who  I  am— Let  nic  | 
.    name  mysoli  as  the  Reverend  Josioh  Cargill,  ininisier 
of  Sl  Ronon's."  .      [ 

"If  you  bear  a  character  so  venerable,  air,"  replied  , 
the  young  nobleman,—**  in  which,  iiowevcr,  I  am  nut  j 
m  the  le&sr  mferestecl— I  think  when  you  inaka  your  ■ 
moniing  drau;;ht  a  Httle  too  potent,  it  mtj?lit  bo  ue  i 
well  for >'ou  to  stay  at  homo  and  sleep  it  on,  before 
coming  into  companv."  ,    I 

'*ln  the  name  of  Ileaven,  young  gentleman,"  said  : 
Mr.  Car;pll,  '*  lay  aside  this  untinidy  and  unsoeniiy 
jntinj!  and  tell  me  if  you  be  not— as  1  cannot  but 
Ktill  beiirve  you  to  be— that  same  youth,  who,  sfvcn 
yean  since,  (eft  in  mydepoi«it  a  solenm  secret,  which, 
il  fh^ld  unfold  to  the  wrong  person,  wo  would  be 
my  own  heart,  and  evil  the  consequences  which  ; 
iDKht  ensue  f*  I 

You  are  very  pressinc  with  me.  sir,  said  the  Earl ; 
''and,  in  exchange,  1  will  be  equally  frank  with  you. 
-I  im  not  the  man  whom  you  mistake  me  for,  and 
ymi  may  go  seek  him  where  you  will— It  will  be  still 
more  lucky  for  you  if  you  chance  to  find  your  own 
Witt  in  the  course  of  your  researches ;  for  I  must  tell 
riNi  plainly,  I  think  ihoy  are  ijone  eonu^what  a««tray." 
So  nyins;,  with  a  gesture  expressive  o(  a  determined 
porpoae  to  pass  on,  Mr.  Cargill  had  no  alternative  but 
to  make  way,  and  siifTer  him  to  proceed. 

The  worthy  clergyman  stood  as  if  rooted  to  the 
l^ixMind,  and,  with  his  usual  habit  of  thinking  aloud, 
excUim»*d  to  hiin.*«olf^  "My  fancy  has  played  me  many 
a  bewildering  trii'k,  but  this  is  the  most  extraordinary 
of  tbem  all !— What  can  this  young  man  think  of  me? 
It  roost  have  been  my  conversation  with  that  unhappy 
roung  lady  that  has  made  such  an  imurcssion  upon 
D*'  as  to  dective  my  very  eye-sight,  and  causes  me  to 
n)nnpct  with  hor  history  the  face  of  the  next  person 
*b»t  I  met— What  mu^t  the  stranger  think  of  niel" 

"Why,  what  every  one  thinks  of  thee  that  knows 

thee,  prophet,"  said  the  friendly  voice  of  Touchwood, 

jccoTopanying  his  8rK>cch  with  an  awakening  slap  on 

^  clericyman's  shoulder;  "and  that  is,  that  thou 

*n  in  unfortunate  philosopher  of  Laputa,  who  has 

^t  his  ilapper  in  the  throng. -^ Come  along— having 

Jp  once  more  by  your  side,  vou  need  fear  nothing. 

*^h>-,  now  1  look  at  you  closer,  you  look  as  if  you  had 

»<»n  a  baMlisk— not  that  there  is  any  such  thing, 

'^^hffrwise  I  must  have  seen  it  myself,  in  the  course 

9[  my  travels-  but  you  seem  pale  and  frightened— 

*Vhat  the  devil  is  the  matter  r' 

^   "Nothing,"  answered  the  clergyman,  "except  that 

*  hare  even  this  very  moment  made  an  egregious  fool 

<»fnu-s^lf."  -«    »»• 

"  Pooh,  pooh,  that  is  nothing  to  sigh  over,  prophet. 
^Every  man  doejt  so  at  least  twice  in  the  jfour-and- 
^^venly  hourss"  j»iiid  Touchwood. 

"  But  I  had  nearly  betrayed  to  a  stranger,  a  secret 

'Jeeplv  concerning  the  honour  of  an  ancient  family." 

^    "That  was  wrong,   Doctor,"  said   Touchwood: 

'take  care  of  that  in  future;  and,  indeed,  I  would 

*^dvi8;»  you  not  fo  speak  even  to  your  beadle,  Jolinie 

^Tirlsncvk.  until  you  nave  assured  yourself,  by  at  least 

ihree  pertinent  questiona  and  answex^  that  you  have 

the  said  Johnie  corporeally  and  substantially  in  pie- 

senr'P  bt:f«>re  you,  and  that  your  fancy  has  not  invrsted 

some  stran'jer  with  hon^^st  Johnie  s  singed  periwig 

and  threadbare  brown  Joseph— Come  along— come 

al(  ig." 

So  sayini:,  he  hurried  forward  the  perplex'.'d  clerg>'- 
m'm,  wfi.i  in  vain  made  all  the  excuses  he  could  think  I 
of  in  ord*'r  tonflwt  his  escape  from  thf  soene  of  gay«*ty.  . 
in  which  he  was  wj  unexpectedly  involv  -d.  He  pleaded  I 
h<nidaf-he ;  and  hi**  friend  assured  him  that  a  mouthful  | 
of  food,  and  a  ^1  ass  of  wine,  would  mend  it.    He 
Slated  \\o  had  bu^inHss;  and  Toiichw^Mxi  replied  that  | 
he  could  have  none  but  composing  his  next  sermon, 
and  reminded  h<m  that  it  waa  two  days  till  Sunday.  > 
At  length,  Mr.  f'argill  confessed  that  he  had  sonienv  , 
luciance  a;;ain  to  se*;  the  strani^'r,  on  whom  he  had  . 
endvavoun*d  with  such  pertinacity  to  fix  an  acquaint-  i 
aaec;  wkueh  ho  wu  no v  weU  aaauiiBd  ejUMted  only  ia  I 


his  own  imagination.  The  traveller  treated  his  scro- 
ples  with  scorn,  and  said,  that  guests  meeting  in  this 
general  manner,  had  no  more  to  do  with  each  other 
than  if  thty  were  aHs<:nil)ted  in  a  caravansary. 

"  So  that  you  new!  not  say  a  word  to  him  in  tho 
way  of  apol(>u;v  or  othiTwise— or,  what  will  be  still* 
belter,  I,  who  nave  seen  so  much  of  the  world,  wiL 
make  the  nrclty  speech  for  you."  As  they  8|x>kn.  he 
dragged  the  divine  towards  the  house,  where  tney 
were  now  summoned  by  the  appointed  signal,  and 
where  the  company  were  assembling  in  the  old  saloon 
already  noticed,  previous  to  passing  into  the  dining- 
room,  where  the  refreshments  w<re  prepared.  "  Now, 
Doctor,"  continued  the  busy  friend  of  Mr.  Cargill, 
"let  us  see  which  of  all  these  people  has  been  the 
subject  of  your  blunder.  Is  it  you  animal  of  a  High- 
landman?— or  the  impcrtinentDrute  that  wants  to  be 
thought  a  boatswain  7— or  which  of  them  all  is  it  1-^ 
Ay,  here  they  come,  two  and  two.  Newgate  fashion-^ 
the  young  Lord  of  the  Manor  with  old  Lady  Penelope 
—does  he  set  up  for  Uly3ses,  I  wonder  ?— The  Earl  of 
Etherington  with  Laciy  Bingo— methinks  it  should 
have  been  with  Miss  Afowbray." 

"  The  Earl  of  what,  did  you  say  7"  onoth  the  cler* 
gyman,  anxiously.  "How  is  it  you  tilled  that  young 
man  in  the  Spanish  dress  7" 

"Oho!"  said  the  traveller;  "what,  I  have  disco- 
vered the  goblin  that  has  scared  you  7— Come  along^ 
come  along— I  will  make  you  actiuainted  with  him." 
So  saying,  hedrag^^ed  him  towards  Lord  Etheriiigton  | 
and  before  the  divine  could  make  his  negative  intelli- 
gible, the  ceremony  of  introduction  had  taken  place. 

My  Lf)rd  Etherington,  allow  me  to  present  Mr.  Car- 
gill, minister  of  this  parish— a  learned  gentleman, 
whose  head  is  often  in  the  Holy  Land,  when  his  per- 
son seems  'present  ainonst  his  frienos.  He  aunen 
extremely,  mv  lord,  under  the  sense  of  mistaking  your 
lordship  for  the  Lord  knows  who :  but  when  you  ora 
actiuaintL-d  with  him,  you  will  find  that  he  can  make 
a  hundred  stranger  mistakes  than  that,  so  we  hope 
that  vour  lordsliip  will  take  no  prejudice  or  ofli^nce. 

"There  can  be  no  offence  taken  ^*here  no  offence 
is  intended,"  said  Lord  EtheriiKiton,  with  much  ur- 
banity. "  It  is  I  who  ought  to  b«ig  the  rey«rend  gen- 
tleman's pardon,  for  nurr>nng  from  him  without 
allowing  him  to  make  a  complete  e^laircissoment  I 
beg  his  pardcm  for  an  abrupt ne.<<9  which  the  place  and 
the  lime— for  I  was  immediately  engaged  in  a  lady's 
service— rendered  unavoidable. 

Mr.  Car^iill  gazcti  on  the  young  nobleman  as  he 
pronounciid  these  wonls,  with  the  easy  indifTercnce 
of  one  wlu»  apologizes  to  an  inferior  in  order  to  main- 
tain his  own  character  for  politeness,  but  with  porfecc 
indifTen-nce  whether  his  excuses  are  or  are  not  held 
satisfactory.  And  as  the  clergyinan  gazed,  the  belief 
which  had  so  strongly  clung  to  him  that  the  Earl  of 
Eiheringiim  and  youiig  V'aientme  Buhner  were  the 
same  individual  (lersoii,  melted  away  like  frostwork 
before  the  inomin;<  sun,  and  that  so  completely,  that 
he  marvelled  at  himself  for  having  ever  entertained  it. 
Some  strong  resemblance  of  f«n I un's  there  must  h.iva 
btH'n  to  have  led  him  into  such  a  delusion ;  but  the 
rif.THon.  the  tone  the  manner  of  expression,  were  abso- 
lutely difl'crent;  and  his  atteniioii  being  now  espe- 
cially dirotrted  lowanls  ihew  particulars,  Mr.  Cargill 
wns  inclined  to  think  the  two  personages  almost  to- 
tally dissimilar. 

1  he  clur^nian  had  now  only  to  make  his  apology, 
and  fall  hack  from  the  head  of  the  table  to  some  lower 
sent,  which  his  modesty  would  have  preferreii,  when 
lie  was  suddenly  Fi'iziMJ  upon  by  the  Lady  Penelot.Hi 
Penfeather,  who,  detaining  him  in  the  most  elegant 
and  persuasive  manner  possible,  insisted  that  thry 
should  be  introducf^i  to  each  other  by  Mr.  Mowbrav, 
and  that  Mr.  Cargill  should  sit  besKie  her  at  lablo.^ 
She  had  heard  so  much  ol  his  learning— so  much  of 
his  exi*ellent  character — desinxi  so  much  to  make  hit 
ncfiuaintance,  that  she  could  not  think  of  losing  an 
oplMtrt unity,  which  Mr.  (.'argil I's  learned  seclusion 
rendered  so  very  ranj— in  a  wi>rd,  catching  the  Black 
Lion  was  the  order  of  the  day;  and  her  ladyship 
having  trapped  her  prev,  soon  sat  triumphant  with 
him  by  her  side. 

A  iooond  soparfttioii  was  thus  efleclal  bolwvx.^ 
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Touchwood  and  his  frirnd  ;  for  the  formor,  not  beinR 
includc/i  in  the  invitaiioit,  or,  inderd,  at  a)l  notict-d  by- 
Lady  Pi?noiopf;.  was  ohW^vii  fo  tind  nwrn  at  a  lower 
part  of  the  table,  where  lie  exeiied  niiirh  «ur];>rif<e  by 
fhe  d('X(f:riiy  with  which  hede:>patched  boilud  rice  with 
chori-etir.'ks. 

Mr.  Cari^'rll  be-in?  ihun  exposr-d,  without  n  conaort, 
to  ilie  fire  of  Lady  Penelope,  H;<eedil]r  found  it  m  briitk 
and  incessant,  as  to  drive  nisruiiiplaiNanre,  little  tried 
n»  it  had  been  fur  many  years  by  Hmall  talk,  almost  to  , 
extremity.  .She  hv^an  by  bep;rin;^  him  to  draw  his  ; 
chair  clo^e,  for  an  instinctive  terror  of  fine  ladies  had 
made  him  keep  his  dt^ttance.  At  (he  same  time,  ahe 
hopr'd  "  he  was  not  afraid  of  her  as  an  Episcopalian  } 
her  father  had  belonu:ed  to  that  (*ornnumion ;  tor,"  she 
added,  with  what  was  intendt-d  for  an  arch  smile,  "*  we 
were  8rimG\y-hat  nauzhty  in  the  forty-five,  as  you  may 
have  heard ;  but  all  that  was  over,  and  t^hc  was  sure 
Mr.  Car^ill  was  too  liberal  to  entertain  any  dislike  or 
vhyness  on  that  score.— She  could  assure  him  she  was 
far  from  dislikm^  the  Presbyterian  form— indeed  she 
had  fifien  wished  to  hear  it,  where  she  waa  sure  to  be 
both  delighted  and  edified"  (here  a  gracious smileP' in 
the  church  of  St.  Ronan's— and  hoped  to  do  so  when- 
ever Mr.  Mowbray  had  got  a  stove,  which  he  had 
ordereti  from  Edinburgh,  on  purpose  to  air  his  pew 
for  her  acconinuxlaiion." 

All  this,  which  was  spoken  with  wreathed  smiica 
and  nods,  uud  to  much  civiJiiy  as  to  remind  the  cltrf^y- 
inan  of  a  cup  of  tea  over-sweetened  to  conceal  its 
want  of  strength  and  flavour,  rerjuired  and  received  , 
no  farther  answer  than  un  accommodating  look  and  j 
acnuiesernt  bow.  ' 

Ah,  Mr.  Cargill,"  rontimied  the  inexhaustible  Lady 
Penelope,  ''your  profession  basso  many^  demands  on 
the  heart  as  well  as  the  undersrandin?— is  ao  much 
i*onnected  with  the  kindni'sscs  and  charities  of  our 
nature— with  our  best  and  purest  feelings,  Mr.  Cargill ! 
You  know  what  G<ildsmith  says :— 

'  1*1  lii«  dutjr  prompt  at  every  rail, 

fie  waicli'd,  and  wept,  and  felt,  and  prar'd  fbr  all.* 

And  then  Dr>'denhassuchapictureof  a  parish  priest, 
ao  inimitable,  one  would  think,  did  we  not  hear  now 
and  tlit'ii  of  S4jme  livin;?  mortal  prcsHining  to  emulate 
irs  feaiureit,"  (here  another  insinuating  nod  and  ex- 
pressive smile.) 

"  '  Refined  him«eif  to  mmiI  to  mrb  the  leoM, 
Ami  almost  matU*  a  tin  nf  nhtilinencf-, 
YM  had  liiH  oiiNTt  noiliiny  «»f  <evfrr, 
llut  twU  H  (iiCK  n»  pnimiKed  him  Rincere  ; 
Niilhinr  rexerved  or  millen  waM  to  «•€, 
But  aweet  mitard  and  pleaking  aanciity.*  " 

While  her  ladyshin  declaimed,  the  clerpyman^a 
wandenn^  eye  confessed  his  absent  mind ;  his 
thoughts  travellinp,  perhaps,  to  accomplish  a  truce 
betwixt  Suladin  and  Cunrade  of  Mountserrat,  unless 
ihe>;  chanced  to  be  occui>ied  with  some  occurrences 
of  that  vtTy  day,  so  that  the  ladv  was  obliged  to  re- 
call her  indocile  auditor  with  the  leading  question, 
**  Yon  are  well  aaiuaintcd  with  Dryden,  of  course,  Mr. 
Candll  7" 

"I  haw  not  the  honour,  madam,"  said  Mr.  Camill, 
martinp;  l:roin  his  reyen«\  and  but  half  undiTstanding 
the  question  he  replied  to. 

"Sir!"  said  the  lady  in  surprise. 

"  Madam  I— my  lady !"  answered  Mr.  Cargill,  in 
embarrassment. 

/*  I  asked  y«>u  if  you  ndmirwl  Dr>'den ;  but  you  learned 
men  f^re  so  absent— perhaps  you  thought  I  said  Ley- 
den." 

**A  lamp  too  early  quenched,  madam,"  said  Mr. 
Cargill :  "I  knew  him  well." 

"  And  so  did  I,"  eaeerly  replied  the  lady  of  ihew-ru- 
Ican  buskin  ;  "  he  sjiokt.'  ten  langimges— now  mortify- 
ing to  poor  me,  Mr.  C-nrsiil,  who  could  only  boast  of 
five!— out  I  have  studied  a  little  since  thai  time— I 
must  have  vou  to  help  me  in  my  studies,  Mr.  fargill — 
it  will  Ih'  charitable— but  pi-rhups  you  are  afraid  of  a 
female  ^jupil  ?" 

A  thrill,  ari»iing  from  former  recr»llrction«i.  pasfle<l 
through  poor  Cargill's  mind,  with  as  niu<.'h  acuteiiess 
na  the  pass  of  a  rapier  mitsht  have  done  through  his 
body ;  and  we  cannot  help  remarking,  thai  o  forward  | 
pinurjo  noatiXy,  Uw  a  busy  buatlwio  a  crowd,  booidea  j 


all  other  general  points  of  annoyance,  it  etemidl] 
rubbing  upon  some  tender  point,  and  galling  nien'i 
fef'iings,  without  knowing  or  regard u>8  it. 

"  You  must  a.«si8t  me,  besides,  in  my  little  cnaritiea 
Mr.  Cartrill,  now  that  you  and  1  are  become  »>  weH 
acquainted.— There  is  that  Anne  Htggie— I  sent  bci 
a  trifle  yesterday,  but  I  am  told— I  should  not  iiientioii 
it,  but  only  <me  would  not  have  the  little  ihey  have  \c 
hesitow  lavished  on  an  improper  obiect— I  am  told  ohi 
is  not  quite  proper— an  unweddeo  mother,  in  short, 
Mr.  Cargill— and  it  would  be  especially  unbecoming  is 
me  to  ei)couragc  profligacy." 

"I  believe,  madam,  said  the  clergyman,  gravely, 
"the  poor  woman's  distress  may  justify  your  lady- 
ship's bounty,  even  if  her  conduct  has  been  faulty. 

•'O,  I  am  no  prude,  neiihiT,  I  assure  you.  Mr.  Car- 
gill," answered  the  Lady  Penelope.  "  I  never  with- 
draw mv  countenance  from  any  one  hot  on  the  roost 
irrefraga'ble  grounds.  I  could  tell  you  of  an  intimate 
friend  of  mv  own,  whom  I  have  supported  against 
the  whole  clamour  of  the  people  at  the  Well,  because! 
believe,  from  the  bottom  of  mv  j*ouI,  she  is  only 
thoughtless— nothing  in  ;hc  world  but  thoughtless— 
O  Mr.  Carsrill,  how  can  vou  look  across  the  table  ao 
infelligen'ly?— who  would  have  thought  it  of  you  7 
--Oh  ifie,  to  make  such  personal  applications !" 

"Upon  mv  word,  madam,  I  am  quite  at  a  loss  to 
comprehend^' 

"Oh  fie,  fie,  Mr.  Cargill,"  throwing  m  as  much 
censure  and  surprise  as  a  confidential  whisper  can 
convey— "you  looked  at  my  Lady  Binks— I  know 
what  you  think,  but  you  are  miite  wrong,  I  assure 
vn(] ;  vou  Hie  entirely  wrong.— I  wish  she  would  not 
flirt  qijitf  jyi  much  with  that  young  Lord  Etheringtoa 
though.  Mr,  Cargill— her  situation  is  particular.— In- 
d^Mxi  I  \iA\*ye  she  wears  out  his  patience :  for  see  ha 
13  leaving  the  room  before  we  sit  down— now  singo- 
hir!- And  then,  do  you  not  think  it  very  odd,  too,  that 
Mjbs  Mowbrav  has  not  come  down  to  us?" 

"Miss  Mowbray !— what  of  Miss  Mowbray— is  she 
not  here?"  said  Mr.  Cargill.  starting,  and  with  an 
expression  of  interest  which  he  had  not  yet  bestowed 
on  any  of  her  ladyship's  liberal  communications. 

**Ay,  poor  Miss  Mowbray,"  said  Lady  Penelope^ 
lowerina  her  voice,  and  shaking  her  head  ;  '*  she  has 
not  appeared— her  brother  went  up  stairs  a  few  mi- 
nutes Kince,  I  believe,  to  bring  her  down,  and  so  we 
are  all  left  here  to  look  at  each  other.— How  vexy 
awkward  !— But  you  know  Clara  Mowbray." 

"  I.  madam  ?"  saiil  Mr.  Carcill,  who  was  now  suf- 
ficiently attentive;  "I  really— I  know  Miss  Mowbray 
—that  is.  I  knew  her  some  years  since— but  your 
ladyship  knows  she  has  been  long  in  bad  health— no- 
certain  health,  at  least,  and  I  have^  seen  nothing  of 
the  voung  lady  for  a  very  long  time." 

"I  know  it,  my  dear  Mr.  Car«ill— I  know  it,"  C0I^ 
tinned  the  Lady  Penelope,  in  the  same  tone  of  deii» 
svrnpathy,  "1  know  it;  and  most  unhappy  surely 
have  been  the  circumstances  that  have  separated  her 
from  your  advice  and  friendly  counwil.— All  this  I  am 
awan'  of— and  to  .say  truth,  it  has  Ixf  n  chiefly  on  poor 
Clara's  account  thai  I  have  been  giving  you  the  trou- 
ble of  fixing  an  acquaintance  upon  you.— You  and  I 
topether,  Mr.  Orpill,  might  do  wonders  to  cure  her 
unhappy  state  of  mind— I  am  sure  we  might— that  is 
if  yf>u  could  bring  your  mind  to  repose  obeolute  con- 
fidence in  me."  , 

"  Has  Miss  Mowbray  desired  your  ladyship  to  con- 
verse with  mc  upon  any  subject  which  interests 
her?"  said  ihe  clergyman,  with  more  cauMous shrewd 
ncf^s  than  F.ady  Peneloi>e  had  sitsiiected  him  of  pos- 
sessinu.  "J  will  in  that  case  be  happy  to  hear  the 
nature  of  her  communication ;  and  what#2ver  my  poor 
►ervifTs  can  perform,  your  ladyship  may  command 
them." 

"1— T— I  cannot  Just  assert,**  sn»u  her  ladyship  with 
hesitation,  "that  I  have  Miss  Mowbray's  direct  in- 
structions to  speak  to  you,  Mr.  Cargill.  upon  the  pre- 
Mrnt  subject.  But  my  affiction  for  the  dear  girl  is  ao 
ver\'  am*at— and  then,  you  know,  the  inconveniences 
which  may  arise  from  this  match.'' 

"From  which  match.  Lady  PeneUpe?**  said  Mr 
Caruill.  „  „  ... 

"^  Nay,  now.  Mr.  CusiU,  you  really  carry  the  pnti 
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If^  of  Scotland  too  far->I  have  not  put  a  single  quea- 
fiftD  to  you,  but  what  vou  have  answered  by  another 
-let  lu  conversti  intellii?ibly  for  tivc  minutes,  if  you 
can  but  condcucend  so  far. 

*'For  any  length  of  timt;  which  your  ladyohip  may 
pleafle  (o  command,"  said  Mr.  Cai^ill.  ''provi<led  (he 
•abject  nc^rd  your  ladyship's  o^^n  affairs  or  mine,— 
cuuld  I  suppose  these  last  for  a  moment  likely  to  inte- 
rwtyou." 

"Out  upon  yoo,"  said  the  lady,  Iau{thinp;  af)ectedly : 
"jm  should  reully  have  been  a  Uatholic  priest  instead 
of  a  Preabyterion.  What  an  invaluable  father  con- 
fesMr  have  the  foir  sex  lost  in  you,  Mr.  Cargill,  and 
how  dexterously  you  would  have  evaded  any  crosa- 
riimtniiiions  whiuh  might  have  committed  your  pe- 
nitents !" 

"Your  ladyship's  raillery  is  far  too  severe  for  me  to 
withstand  or  reply  to,"  said  Mr.  Cargill,  bowing  with 
iQore  ease  than  her  ladyship  expected ;  and,  retiring 
fmiiiy  backward,  he  ejctricatcd  himself  from  a  con- 
vmation  whicii  he  began  to  find  somewhat  embar- 
rwsinr. 

,  At  that  moment  a  murmur  of  surprise  took  place 
in  the  apartment,  which  was  just  entered  by  Miss 
Mowbray,  leaning  on  h^r  brother's  arm.  The  cause 
of  this  murmur  will  be  best  understood,  by  narrating 
what  had  passed  betwixt  the  broiher  and  sister. 


CHAPTER  XXIL 

■XFOSTULATIOK. 
8wk  not  file  foiut  in  thvM  irreverent  robe* ;  ' 
Go  to  irfy  chamlMfT— imt  oo  rlorlicii  <ir  mine. 

TJie  Tamlui^lk*  Shrtm. 

It  was  with  a  mixture  of  anxiety,  vexation,  and 
remitmcnt.  that  Mowbray,  just  when  he  had  handed 
Lady  Penelope  into  the  apartment  where  the  tables 
were  covered,  observed  mat  his  sister  was  absent, 
and  that  Lady  Binks  was  hancin^  on  the  arm  of 
Lord  Ethenngton,  to  whose  ranK  it  would  properly 
have  fallen  to  escort  the  lady  of  the  house.  An  anx- 
ioos  and  hasty  glance  cast  throui;h  the  room^  nscer- 
tiined  that  she  was  absent,  nor  tibuld  the  Indies  pre- 
•ent  jpve  any  account  of  her  at'tor  she  had  uuitted  the 
gar^/uDs,  except  that  Lady  Penelope  had  spoken  a  few 
wrds  with  her  in  her  own  apartment,  immediately 
after  the  strcnic  entertainment  was  concluded. 

.  Thither  Mowbray  hurried,  complaining  nlond  of  his 
CMer^B  laziness  in  dressing,  but  internally  hoping  that 
the  delay  w.is  occasioned  by  nothing  or  a  more  im- 
pontnt  character. 

He  hastened  up  stairs,  entered  her  sitting-room 
without  ceremony,  and  knocking  at  the  door  of  her 
drfising-room,  beggMl  her  to  make  haste. 

**Here  is  the  whole  company  impatient,"  he  said, 
■snniing  a  tone  of  pleasantry:  ^and  SirBinso  Uinkn 
vxclaiminu  for  your  piifence,  that  he  may  be  let  loose 
00  the  cold  meat.** 

"  Paddock  calls,"  said  Clara  from  within ;  "  anon— 
tnonr' 

^^  ".Vay,  it  is  no  jest,  Clara,"  continued  her  broiher : 
'fur  here  is  Laay  Penelope  miauling  like  a  starved 
cii !" 

"I  come— I  come,  preyniolkin,"  answered  Clara, 
in  the  same  vein  as  before,  and  entoretl  the  parlour 
M  she  ffjMke,  h.T  finery  t^ntirely  thrown  aside,  and 
drvMed  in  the  riding-habit  which  was  ht^  usual  and 
fcvourite  Btlire. 

^.  **  Her  brother  wos  both  surpri^  and  offended. 
.'On  my  soul,"  he  said,  "Clara,  this  is  behaving  very 
'll.  I  indulge  you  in  every  freak  upon  ordinary  occa- 
»:■^^  but  you  might  surely  on  this  day,  of  all  others, 
nave  condescended  to  appear  something  like  my  sister, 
•nd  a  gi^ntlvwoman  receiving  company  in  her  own 
house." 

'*Why,  dearest  John,"  said  Clora,  ''so  that  the 
KDests  nave  enough  to  est  and  drink,  I  cannot  ron- 
f*!t\L'  why  I  should  concern  myself  about  their  finery, 
or  ihf7  tfouhte  themselves  about  my  plain  clothes." 

"Come,  come,  Clara,  this  will  not  do,"  answered 
Mowbray;  "you  must  rKwittvcly  go  back  into  your 
dnttsing-room,  and  huddle  your  things  on  as  fast  as 
ytm  can.  YoU  cannot  go  down  to  the  company 
un-iacd  as  I'ou  ara." 

Vol.  V. 


"  I  certainly  can,  and  I  certainly  will,  John— I  have 
made  a  fool  of  myself  once  this  morning  to  oblige 
you,  and  for  the  rest  of  the  day  I  am  determined  to 
appfsar  in  my  own  dress ;  that  is,  in  one  which  shows 
I  neither  liolong  to  the  world,  nor  wish  to  have  any 
thing  to  do  with  its  fashions.'' 

"  By  my  soul,  Clara,  I  will  make  you  repent  this  T* 
said  Mowbray,  with  more  viuicnce  than  he  usually 
exhihiied  where  his  sister  was  concerned. 

"  You  cannot,  dear  John,"  she  coolly  n^plied,  *'  un- 
less by  beating  me ;  and  that  I  think  you  would  repent 
of  yourself." 

"  I  do  not  know  but  what  it  were  the  best  way  of 
managing  you,"  said  Mowbray,  muttering  between 
his  teeth  ;  but  coiimianding  his  violence,  he  only  said 
aloud,  ''I  am  sure,  from  long  experience,  Clara,  that 
vouT  obstinacy  will  at  the  long  nm  beat  my  anger. 
Do  let  us  cii:iipound  the  point  for  once— keep  your 
old  habit,  since  vou  are  so  fond  of  making  a  sight  of 
yourself,  and  only  throw  the  shawl  round  your  shoul- 
ders—it  has  b«>en  exceedingly  admired,  and  every 
woman  in  the  house  Ionics  to  sec  it  closei^-they  can 
hardly  believe  it  genuine." 

"Do  be  a  man,  Mowbray,"  answered  his  sister; 
"uKtldle  with  your  horsc-tihccts,  end  leave  shawls 
alone." 

*'  Do  you  be  a  woman,  Clora,  and  think  a  little  on 
them,  when  custom  and  decency  render  it  necessary. — 
Nay,  is  it  possible !— Will  you  not  stir— not  oblige  me 
in  such  a  trifle  as  this?" 

"  I  would  indth'd  il  I  could  "  said  Clara;  "  but  since 
you  must  know  the  truth— do  not  be  engr)'— I  have 
not  the  shawl.  I  have  given  it  away— given  it  upi 
perhaps  1  should  say,  to  the  rightful  owner.— She  has 

Rromined  me  something  or  other  hi  exchantj^e  for  it, 
owever.    I  have  given  it  to  La«iy  Penelope." 

"Yes,"  answere<l  Mowbray,  some  of  the  work 
of  hf-r  own  fair  hands,  I  supi>ose,  or  a  couple  of  her 
ladyship's  drawings,  made  up  into  fire-screens.— On 
my  won!— on  my  soul,  this  is  too  bad  I— It  is  using 
nie  too  ill,  (;lara— far  too  ill.  If  the  thing  had  been 
of  no  value,  my  giving  it  to  you  should  have  fixed 
some  up<in  it.— Oood-cven  to  you ;  we  will  do  as  well 
as  we  can  without  you." 

"  Nav,  but,  my  dear  John— stay  but  a  moment," 
said  (yl:ira,  taking  his  arm  as  he  sullenly  turned 
towards  the  door ;  "  there  are  but  two  of  us  on  the 
enrih—do  not  \vt  us  miarrel  alwut  a  trumpery  shawl." 

"  TnimtMTV !"  said  Mowbray ;  "  It  cost  fifty  guineas, 
by  ri— ,  which  I  can  but  ill  spare— trumpery  \" 

"O,  never  think  of  the  cost,"  said  Clara  ;  "  it  was 
your  gift,  and  that  should,  I  own,  have  been  enough 
io  have  made  me  ki'ep  to  mv  death's  day  the  poorest 
rag  of  it.  But  n^aliy  Lady  l*»»nelope  looked  so  very 
mis«'rahle,  and  twisted  her  i»oor  face  into  so  many 
in\i\  expressions  of  anger  and  eha^rin.  that  I  resigned 
il  to  her,  and  n-zreed  to  say  she  had  lent  it  to  me  for 
the  p(.>rrorumnce.  I  b(>lieve  she  was  afraid  that  I 
would  ehnnge  my  mind,  or  that  you  would  resume  it 
as  a  sci^iDorial  waif;  for,  after  she  had  walked  u  few 
turns  with  it  wrapped  around  her,  merely  by  way  of 
taking  rNissession,  she  despatched  it  by  a  special  mes- 
sens'T  to  her  apartment  at  the  Well," 

"  She  may  g<i  to  the  devil,"  said  Mowbray,  "for  a 
greeilv  unconscionable  jade,  who  has  varnished  over 
a  selfish,  spiteful  heart,  that  is  as  hard  as  a  Hint,  with 
a  fine  glossing  of  fnste  and  sensibility !" 

"  Nny,  bur,  John,"  replied  his  sister,  "she  really  had 
something  to  complain  of  in  the  present  case.  The 
shawl  had  b^en  bespoken  on  hiT  aecoimt,  or  very  nearly 
so— sh«»  showed  iiie  the  tradesman's  letter— only  some 
ngent  of  yours  had  come  in  betwi-en  with  the  n*ady 
money,  which  no  tradesman  can  resist.— Ah,  John  ! 
I  suspect  half  of  your  anger  is  owing  to  the  failure  of 
a  plan  to  mortify  poor  Lady  P(>n,  jnd  that  she  has 
more  to  complain  of  than  you  have.— Come,  come, 
you  have  had  the  advantage  of  her  in  the  first  display 
of  this  fatal  piece  of  finery,  if  wearing  it  on  my  [io.>r 
shouWera  can  be  calletl  a  display— e'en  make  lie» 
w.'letmie  to  the  rest  for  peace's  sake,  and  let  us  gn 
down  to  these  goo4l  folks,  and  you  shall  see  how 
pntty  and  civil  I  shall  behave," 

Mowbrav,  a  spoiled  child,  and  with  all  the  petti^ 
habits  of  indulgence,  was  exceedingly  fretted  at  th« 
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•Rmioof  the  Minmc  which  ho  had  form«i  for  mortify- 1 
inp;  l«M(ly  INMiflofu; ;  hut  iw.  mw  nt  once  the  nGt'csMi'ty  ' 
of  Hnyiii!;  iKtthiiif!  inline  to  hiii  nvlvr  on  tho  Huhieci. 
Vi'nKniurf  he  pnviilcly  inuticn-d  OKainnt  Latlv  iVik,  ' 
whom  hi>  ti  rin<«J  an  nhnohitt'  hnn>y  in  hluu-BlticKiiius ; , 
iinjiiHlly  l'ori;<>(tini!,  thni  in  thf  vtry  ini|M)rtnnt  anhir 
ut  iKMiir,  lu>  hiin»fit'  liml  hifti  the  fir^(t  10  interfcru  with 
nnii  iirivni  lur  UdyHhip'ti  di'Hi^ns  on  thu  Kanncnt  in  . 
i|iicstiun. 

"  liiif  I  will  Wow  her,"  he  J»nitl,  "  I  will  hlow  her 
InilyHhipH  coiuikiit  in  l)ii>  husincMH !   Shv  shall  not! 
outwit  :i  |)tMjr  whniisi(*nl  ^irl  lik«-  C'lnra,  without  heur-  . 
in;.t  It  on  nioro  nitifs  thiin  unr'.'*  i 

Wiih  ihiM(.hri!tiian  und  Ki'iiilrmnnlike  fei?hnf;  to-' 
wnrd.s  Liuly  IVnt'l.ijw  ho  fwoni-^l  hia  niiiirr  into  thi- 1 
fntin^-rooni,  nnd  hni  her  to  Iilt  |iropt;r  place  ut  the  I 
linidof  ihi'  tahle.  It  was  the  ni.-i;liK«Mire  divpiayiHl  in  ' 
lu'T  dn'Hji,  wtiii'h  ocrasioniHl  the  niunn;ir  ol  surprise  ' 
that  gn-etcd  (ilnra  on  her  entrance.  Mowhray,  b»  he  ', 
nineed  hin  xiHter  in  her  ehnir,  nindo  her  ^i-ncrat  npp-  , 
l«j;;v  for  hi  r  late  apiiear.intv,  and  her  ndin^-hahit.  i 
"S,)nie  fairieK,"  hr  nupposi-d,  *' I'uek,  or  Huch  like 
irii'kHV  iMiilin,  had  (himi  in  her  wardrobe,  and  carriitl 
otr  wnatever  wa*  fit  for  wearing." 

Thi're  wtTe  answers'  from  ever>'  quarter— that  it 
would  have  hei'n  too  much  to  ex|Ki>t  Ali^n  iMowhruy 
to  dn-ss  for  their  amut^Miirnt  a  Ri^rond  lime—ihal 
nothni^  she  choHe  to  wear  iMuld  nii«heronio  Misa 
Mowhrnv— that  »\u'  hud  net  like  the  sun,  in  lierHplen- 
did  m^enie  tlress,  and  n<iw  roi^c'  like  the  full  moon  in 
iter  ordiuHry  attire,  (this  thirht  wao  hy  tln^  Keveirnd 
Mr.  I'hatlerly.Wuud  that  "Misa  Mowbray  Unnu  at 
hanifN  had  an  unco  uiide  ri^hi  to  pleajxf  hervell ;" 
which  last  pu*i*e  of  |io]iteneys.  lH'in»;  at  least  a<)  much 
to  the  purTH>A>  as  any  that  had  prectxied  it,  wai%  the 
contribution  of  honest  Mrs.  Blower;  and  waa  refdieil 
to  by  Miss  Mowbray  with  a  particular  and  inost  ■ 
^sracious  how.  I 

Mr*.  Blower  ousht  to  have  ivslrtl  her  ciilloqitial  j 
fame,  as  I>r.  Johns^m  would  haw  said.  u(H>n  a  e«»ni-  ] 
pi  J  men  t  m  evidently  accei  •table,  hut  no  oik'  knows  • 
when*  to  stop.    She  thrust  lu  r  hni.'id.  ptod-nnturt'd,  , 
di'li>thl(\l  riHmtenamv  foruard.  and  M'ndini;  her  voice  ■ 
l't\>ni  iho  bottom  to  the  top  ot'  the  table,  like  her  um-  : 
«inliile  husband  when  oalliii!*  to  his  mate  duriii::  a  • 
bret>xi\  wondered  "whv  Miss  Clara  ]^liMibrh'  dithia  : 
wear  that  ^rand  shawl  she  had  on  at  the  play-niak- 
wu.  and  her  just  sitrini;  iijMn  the  wind  of  a  dtnir. 
.\  je  doubt  it  was  for  fe.ir  oi  ilie  s«iu|\  and  the  hutTt-r- 
Nmis,  and  the  like  :-  but  sit  had  three  shawl. -^  whi^'h 
she  nalU  fand  was  ane  owtr  mony— if  Miss  5li»»il>rie 
w.Hd  like  to  wi-ar  ane  o'  them  -  it  was  hut  ;niitashiiui, 
to  U-  tuiTf  -but  it  w;ui  ktvp  her  shot; then*  as  warm 
as  if  it  wero  real  Indian,  and  if  it  were  dirtird  it  was 
ilieless  mai;er" 

•*  Much obV.j^xJ.  3Irs.  lilow«r."  wid  Mouhray  una- 
We  to  resist  the  teiupt.iiion  whieh  slits  s»>t>ivh  oHi  re*: ;  . 
"but  mv  scsier  la  not  m  t  of  tiu.i'ity  snfTKHni,  lo  enti- 
tle her  t^>  r.»t>  her  fi tends  of  ifu  ir  shawl*." 

I^-vi*  l\  lie  lop"  ^^^l«^un^i  to  t:ie  evi's.  and  b:!ter  wns 
the  Tt'iori  ih.1t  ar>!(*-  to  iur  t.nuu:  :  biii  she  s-.ir>iM«*S{i<>l 
*t,  an^i  iKvi.ii!!^  to  !11.>s  Mt>wbray  in  the  moot  iVh-nd- 
U  wa\  i:i  tile  world,  ye:  w::h  a  vtr\  r«yi-<'i:!ar  «x- 
pre>s»v»n.  s!i;  oiiiv  s.nl.  *' S«i  \*vi  h,i\e  told  y.»;:r  b-«i- 
ihirtif  the  l.;:;e  iians.i.-f.on  \*h..'h  we  hive  li.id  il.n 
uwrmns  ? — l\i  •■ii-.V  ..».r^«'^:i--  1  i!:ve  >ou  fa.r  uarn- 
\'\i:.  :a'i\e  e.in  nene  oi  >%.»;;r  s»erfW  L\i:ut  into  my 
L.vri!ijr-th.ir*  a!..*" 

r;v"»;i  uh;-.;  iner.  tr.i.  s  I'.whe  i:iii'>«"'rinnt  rivn's«'f 
hi:m«n  i::e  s.cr.t  :;*msd.».>  n.i !  It  l-^Jy  »*« :-.» !i»jv  h:»d 
j:-.*i'i  *;:»  :.»  h«r  rrs:  m.»*i:!Kni>  \t:*  rvs»  t.::;ii":i:.  ihi- 
I  rvr-^i-'.t  s-,;.  %*o;:k:  1:  i\\  inx  n  "*^:!ie  *u*':j  h.-d:'-  '»v:i.o 
:>a.'."->c":.'.  s  **.-;■  »s:\  s#  i'.«r  Jaiii >:..:'  a:-..s  .^Ir.  !^I.'«- 
l  ra\  :.;..i  o:':i  i  .i",ui:?*\i  i:v;  e.:si.  any  ^.'riai.  I?u: 
r:\»':*cv  w?  oh  :*  >•:•,>  re>Sixi  a;.."  ^ii\rrt\:.  Is- .•»)«»•.■** 
IV..  *:  i.»  ■>  e.ri.v.iO  :  a.-.:  :i>  t'v  i'vv:<  ij  :*>t  i>!.S  • 
^^:l  r.  <<:.".n.i'ni  i^ '•..."''•:  L»»"i  P.  "^l.y.v  el»«">rh»  ;  :.^n 
T"?  ■•■  ■■  :v  '••  •  a"^.•••:^.  ri'-^'  ^•»  trio.^i  ::k  e*tr.:j«  ^i  -h 
!*.•  S.^v.  "'.A*  !.  rt^M-.:.  5?«\T!  •'.>  i!;,:  s^^  J*".  r:n!:w 
:.  •*:  •-.  !"■.€  <•■..<»*'..  ^h:i.*'l  sif  ^i>:  i  :::i^-:  .;kc  r.,;>< 
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«■>.■  as  sc-,*r-*.i  *'..*:  s^.e  rs>**'.vt  •.-  S.  rfv-ro.v*  Ik^t; 
\;;Kr.  ir.-.^tr  Z:\..  ^i^^ur.  *v.:>.*:  \::ij:  -.i?xj  a  r«:jjy 
puMk-^fcc,  u  a  ixr.a>A  divoe,  a:  a  ckw  to  aomc  i^ 


of  their  family  htatory_^  which  mif^ht  scrvn  fora  fonnda- 
tion  im  which  to  rawc  her  projiicted  battery.  The 
aiiriint  ofK'iicea  and  emulation  of  importance  of  the 
Laird  t>f  St.  Konan'K,  and  the  siifienorify  which  had 
bitiU  Kiven  to  (Uara  in  the  czhibitKm of  (he  day,  com- 
bined with  the  immediate  cause  of  rt  ar.'iitnieiil ;  and 
it  only  remained  for  her  to  conaider  how  her  revenge 
could  be  nH)iit  ai^nally  acronipJiMhnl. 

Whilst  Kueh  thoii»;li'ts  were  )>Absing  throufj^h  Ladjr 
Pem>lotic'a  mind,  Mowbray  was  searching  with  his 
eyes  for  the  Karl  of  Ktherinfrton,  jadging  that  it 
luiuht  he  proper,  in  tliv  cinirM>  of  the  entertainnieni, 
or  >M:fon*  the  gueais  had  i^'pnrated,  to  make  hmi  for- 
mally acijuuin  ted  with  his  siSLcr,  as  a  preface  to  the 
more  intimate  connexion  which  niusi,  m  pmsecutiun 
of  the  plan  a;;rced  upon,  take  plueu  betwixt  theRL 
(in>atly  to  bin  aurpritH^  the  younu  Karl  was  nowhere 
visible,  and  the  place  which  he  had  occupied  by  the 
^ide  of  Lady  Binks  had  been  ouioily  appropriated  by 
Winterblosiwm,  as  the  beat  antl  soltesi  chair  in  the 
room,  and  iH>arcHt  to  the  head  of  the  table,  where  the 
eliiiieest  of  thf  entertainment  is  usually  arranged. 
This  honest  ^entbinan,  after  a  few  inaipid  compli- 
ments lo  her  ladyship  unon  hi-rperformaoceaaUneeii 
of  the  Ainaz4ms,  had  betaken  liimaelf  to  the  much 
mon>  interesting  occupation  of  ogling  the  dishei^ 
through  the  glass  which  hung  8iis(H.'nded  at  h»  neck 
by  a  gold  chain  of  IMalrese  workmanship.  After  look- 
ing and  wondering  for  a  few  ti^Hinds,  Mowhray  ad- 
dri-s.<.e<l  himself  lo  the  olil  fre(iv-e<irroii,  and  ask^i 
him  what  had  Ncomc  of  F.theringion. 

" Il*-tn ai'.'d,'*  said  Winterbloasotn,  "and  left  hut 
his  eompliinenth  to  you  behind  him— a  complniot,  I 
think,  in  his  wiH:pae<!  arm.— t'^mn  my  word,  thai 
soup  has  a  mo*-!  ap^H'tizing  flavour !— Ltidy  Penelope, 
shall  1  have  the  honour  to  help  you?— no!— nor  you, 
La<ly  Binks  !— vihi  art?  too  cruel !— I  must  comfort 
myself,  like  a  heal  hen  prie.«l  ul'  old,  by  eating  the 
Stierifiee  which  the  deities  have  scorned  to  accept  of.'* 
Here  he  helpcxi  himself  lo  the  plate  of  soup  wbk4i 
he  had  in  vain  otli-nil  to  the  ladies,  and  trani>fieTrod 
the  further  duty  of  disiiensing  it  to  Mr.  Chatterlyj  "it 
is  your  profession,  sir,  to  propitiate  the  divinities— 
ahem !'' 

"I  did  not  think  Lord  Ftherincton  would  have  left 
lis  s«>  f^ion."  said  Mowbray ;  "  nut  we  must  do  the 
N'st  wc  can  without  his  coiinienauce.*' 

So  sayniK.  he  assumed  his  place  at  the  bottom  of 
l!ie  table,  and  did  his  best  to  supjporl  the  cnaracier  of 
a  hospita.Mo  anii  joyous  tandlurd.  while  on  hi  r  part, 
wiili  much  natunil  grare.  and  dehcacy  of  attention 
caieidatt\I  to  s«.'t  every  body  at  the>  case,  his  sirter 
pi'  sidtHi  at  the  ut  pirend  of  the  boanl.  But  the  van- 
ish: ng  i>f  Lord  Kther.;u'ti«n  in  a  manner  so  sudden 
and  unaccountable — !lie  ol'vious  ill-humour  of  Lady 
Ptm  i.jt»— and  ilu"  ste:tdy.  thouuh  phssi\k,  sullennen 
of  L.iily  Biiiks.  sprt  nd  anion j;  (lu-  company  a  gloom 
Ilk'-  rhiit  tn»>iu(>\:  I'V  an  aiiiuiniiul  mist  uron  a  pleai- 
in.;  hinii!<ape.  ^  The  Ui*men  wire  !ow-!ii>irited.  dull, 
nay.  ;>t*!sh.  they  i^hl  no:  utl!  knfwwhv;  and  tb( 
m-  n  I'oiild  n.»t  bt'  j.»ytnis.  thouch  tiie  r»»<^y  n^soiircc 
of  oli:  ';^>^^  ami  cr.a:..pa::T<t  made  m^no  of  them  talka- 
tive.—La-^y  Pt-ncU'K-  br>k'\r:>  the  party  by  weD- 
Ur^h  d  \i\  pr^'hciision  of  the  u.f^cu!:;t  ik  nay.  cangerii 
of  n  Tcrnni::  by  s^i  r^'ugli  a  roao.  La^ly  R;r.ks  beggec 
.1  S..1I  w  til  htr  Kid>sh:}\  as  S:r  F'n.a  z^hc  said 
M;.!:*:n^  iroiii  hs  iitxotitin  t.i  :ht-  grcrn  l!a>k,  vai 
l:kt!.- V  iii^d  t-:t:r  o■'.^■'.,•»;^?  !'v  r:- .  Kroni  the  mo- 
i:>f<il  Aif  :\  r  drt"  .r:ire,  it  bn  an:o  bat!  tore  to  re- 
ma.n  bt!i!i.>«i;  ane.  a'.L  as  :n  a  rt^naTirg  army,  wen 
*M.;^r  to  K  rV'rt-ii;o<r.  tXi^ri  J^c  MacTurk  sna  s  few 
s:  iiiih  lo^v*.  %fcho,  vriLS»\i  :,»  r'r» :  \\i;h  such  goo( 
ohtTT  I  vir\-  j.-*y  of  :hf  .r  l.vc*.  prvAniiy  di.teniune( 
to  mik'^  ine  n'.os:  of  tr**- 1*. ;  »-;:r  ly. 

W:  \\  ■".  •'.»•:  .-v,!; ,.:»  ih;  li.*"  trr;  .«  -tvrdir.g  tbi 
tr) :*.?:->: la ::v-n  »«  a  '.ir.:?  oorj;  a:n-  r>  f:  w  camacc-s 
:^•.v;J^.  ih-.*  .i«:.iy  ,-.:,:  r :*;*.: :ii  tV-iri^y  occ.ii-ii^nei 
w « n-  *»;■  IN ■v.T*#  ;;v  -rx  •:: : .  1 1 7.\ * • .  t  '  h  :v :5  :n  ihi  iror.nii^ 
f.T  :.S;  ;Ar;  i*  !::«:  v.>  *  ~  j»  r  i.'-<  hv>;c*  of  a  hai  py  da] 
IkiViiv  :'i.:-.».  a.*.-  ir*v  t^-  s^b:.::i  t^'  fca n^n-y  xnran- 
vi  ••.  'I  r  .\  .  Thi*  . : V  i\«  • «; :  *>  » f  r-  r:: .  «  a  $  io  great 
:".a:.  :."i<^n  :>  t»i;:  '..s  «s#  r>w.  •-.: .  ch*:«  lo  p 
*:;  f.^k*.  ri\--T  :':.a;i  r.w  ;■  ■."■  i  c."  r>.  •  r.t  ^jrfhere 
luraiaj;  cunagts;  ilvc  as  Uity  xtbUoi  \Uy  a^icd 
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with  one  consent,  to  throw  the  blame  of  whatever 
inconvenience  they  might  sustain  on  (heir  boat  and 
bositfsa,  who  had  invited  ao  iaruc  a  party  before  get- 
tinff  a  alioner  and  better  ruud  made  between  the 
Well  and  Hhaws-Castle. 

**It  would  have  been  so  easy  to  repair  the  path  by 
theBuclL-staner* 

And  this  waa  all  the  thanks  which  Mr.  Mowbray 
Rceived  for  an  eni^tainment  which  had  ro9t  him  so 
munh  trouble  and  expense,  and  had  been  looked  for- 
ward to  by  the  good  society  at  the  Well  with  such 
impatient  expectation. 

"It  was  an  unco  pleasant  show,"  said  the  good- 
natured  .Vlns.  Blower,  "  only  it  was  a  pity  it  was  sae 
lediousome ;  and  there  was  surely  an  awfu'  waste  of 
gBUxe  and  muslin." 

But  ao  wtfli  had  Or.  Quackleben  improved  his  nu- 
nwnHis  opportunities,  that  the  good  lady  was  much 
letioncileo  to  affairs  in  general,  by  the , prospect  of 
eiNU^flL  rheumntisnis,  and  other  maladies  acquired 
apoh  itie  occasion,  which  were  likely  to  aflbru  that 
learned  gentleman,  in  whose  prosperity  she  much  in- 
ttfenied  herself,  a  very  profitable  harvest. 

Mowbray,  somewhat  addicted  to  the  service  of 
Bicchua,  Old  not  find  himself  freed,  by  the  secession 
of  so  large  a  proportion  of  the  company,  from  the 
KTvice  of  the  jolly  god,  aithougli,  upon  the  present 
occasion,  he  could  well  have  dispensed  with  his  orgies. 
Nvttber  the  son^  nor  the  pun,  nor  tlie  jest,  had  any 
puwpr  to  kindle  his  heavy  spirit,  mortined  as  be  was 
by  the evtnt  of  his  party  beinz  so ditfcrent  from  the 
bmliant  consummation  which  he  had  anticipated. 
The  guests,  stanch  boon  companions,  suffered  not, 
bavever,  their  party  to  flag  tor  want  of  the  land- 
lord's participation,  but  continued  to  drink  Irattle 
after  boidc,  with  as  little  reprd  for  Mr.  Mowbray's 
pare  looks,  as  if  they  had  been  carousing  at 
the  Mowbray  Arms,  mstcad  of  the  Mowbray 
mansion-house.  Midnight  at  length  released  him, 
wlien,  with  an  unsteady  step,  he  sought  his  own 
ipartment ;  cursing  himself  and  his  companions,  oon- 
Sffin;  his  own  person  with  all  despatch  to  his  bed, 
lad  bequeathing  those  of  ihe  company  to  as  many 
noMes  and  quagmires,  as  could  be  iound  betwixt 
Sbavs-Castle  and  iJt.  Ronan's  Well. 

CHAPTER  XXIIL 

THC   PBOPOSAU 

Ohi  ?(Mi  vrfmid  be  a  v««tal  maid.  I  warrent. 

The  ttndf  n(  Heav«n-('ome— wo  may  «l)ake  your  parpoM  { 

Fnr  hnn  t  brinir  in  hand  a  jolljr  auitar 

Rttii  U'4fl  def  r«ea  in  Uie  aeven  aciencM 

Tkat  ladiw  love  tiMt— He  ia  yuunr  and  noble. 

HaadwiBe  aad  valiant,  ray,  and  rich,  and  lilier«l.-7V  Nttn. 

The  morning  after  a  debauch  is  usually  one  of  re- 
fWtion,  even  to  the  most  determined  boon  com- 
ptoiun;  and,  in  the  retros|)cct  of  the  preceding  day, 

I  tbe  young  Laird  of  8t.  Ronan's  saw  nothing  very 
oaniolatnry,  unless  that  the  excess  was  not,  in  the 
present  case,  of  his  own  seeking,  but  had  arisen  out 
of  the  nei*essary  duties  of  a  landlord,  or  what  were 
ooandered  as  such  by  his  companions. 

'  Bui  it  was  not  so  much  his  dizzy  recollections  of 
tiw  late  carouse  which  haunted  him  on  awakening, 
H  the  invxplicability  which  seemed  to  shroud  the 
Porpos^ji  and  conduct  of  his  now  ally,  the  Elarl  of 
uh(.>riBgton. 

That  voung  nobleman  hod  seen  Miss  Mowbray, 
hid  dpciared  his  high  satisfaction,  had  warmly  and 
Voluntarily  renewed  the  proposal  which  he  had  made 
frc  she  waa  yet  known  to  liirn— and  yet,  far  from 
■rcking  an  opportunity  to  be  introduci^d  to  her.  he 
oai  even  left  tlie  party  abruptly,  in  order  to  avoid  the 
n^^'nsar)'  intercourse  which  must  th<?rc  have  taken 

fld(«  between  them.  His  lonlship's  flirtation  with 
•aiiy  Binka  had  not  escaped  the  attention  of  the  sa- 
eanious  Mowbray— her  ladyship  also  had  been  in  a 
hurry  to  lei  ve  ^Shilws-Castle ;  and  Mowbray  promis(^d 
'»  himsi.'lf  til  disci>vcr  the  nature  of  this  connexion 
'hriM;*h  Mrs.  Gingham,  her  ladyship's  attendant,  or 
othiTwiA";  vowing  deeply  at  the  same  time,  that  no 
pKfr  in  the  realm  should  make  an  affi'Ctation  of  ad- 
drcAsin'^  Miss  Mowbray  a  cloak  for  another  and  more 
lecm  Intnisae,   But  bis  doubts  ou  tliis  subject  were  1 


in  great  measure  removed  by  the  arrival  of  one  of 
Lord  Ethcrington's  grooms  with  the  folio winsictter: 

"  Mv  Dear  Mowbbav, 
"You  would  naturally  be  surprised  at  ray  escape 
from  the  table  yesterday  bffore  you  returned  to  it,  or 
your  lovely  sister  hnd  graced  it  with  her  presence.  I 
must  confess  my  folly;  and  I  may  do  so  the  mors 
boldly,  for,  as  the  fooling  on  which  1  first  opened  this 
treaty  was  not  a  very  romantic  one,  vou  will  scarce « 
suspect  me  of  wishing  to  render  it  sncn.  But  I  did  in 
reality  feel,  during  the  whole  of  yesterday,  a  reluctance 
which  I  cannot  express,  to  be  presented  to  the  lady 
on  whose  favour  the  happiness  of  my  future  life  is  to 
depend,  upon  such  a  public  occasion,  and  in  the  pre* 
senco  of  so  promiscuous  a  company.  I  had  my  mask, 
iiidiicd,  to  wear  while  in  the  promenade,  but,  of  course, 
that  was  to  be  laid  aside  at  table,  and,  consequently, 
I  must  have  gone  through  the  ceremony  of  introduc- 
tion; a  most  interesting  moment,  which  I  was  de- 
sirous to  defer  till  a  fitter  season.  I  trust  you  will 
permit  me  to  call  upon  you  at  Shaws-Casile  this 
morning,  in  the  hope— the  anxious  hope — of  beinff 
allowerl  to  pay  my  duty  to  Miss  Mowbray,  and  apo- 
logize for  not  waiting  upon  her  yesterday.  I  expect 
your  answer  with  the  utmost  impatience,  being 
always  yours,  6lc.  6lc.  &c. 

"  EmEonroTOif." 

"This,"  said  Sl  Ronan's  to  himself,  as  he  folded 
up  the  letter  deliberately,  after  having  twice  read  it 
oyer,  "  seems  all  fair  and  above  board ;  I  could  not 
wish  any  thing  more  explicit ;  and,  moreover,  it  puts 
into  black  and  white,  as  old  Mick  would  .«ay,  what 
only  resletl  l)efore  on  our  private  conversation.  An 
espL'cinI  cure  for  the  headache,  such  a  billet  as  this  in 
a  morning." 

So  saying,  he  sat  him  down  and  wrote  an  answer, 
expressing  the  pleasure  he  should  have  m  seeing  his 
lordship  as  soon  as  he  thought  proper.  He  watched 
even  the  departure  of  the  groom,  and  beheld  him  gal- 
lo|)  olli  with  the  speed  of  one  who  knows  that  his 
quick  return  was  expected  by  an  impatient  master. 

Mowbray  remained  for  a  few  minutes  bv  himself 
and  reflftctt'd  with  dtrlight  upon  lUe  probable  conse- 
quences of  this  match ;— the  advancement  of  his  sister 
— and,  above  all,  the  various  advantages  which  must 
necL'SHarily  accrue  to  himself,  by  so  close  an  alliance 
with  one  whom  he  had  good  reason  to  think  deep  tit 
the  secret^  and  capable  of  rendering  him  the  most 
material  aasistance  in  his  speculations  on  the  turf 
and  in  the  sportin;'  world.  He  then  sent  a  servant  to 
let  Miss  Mowbray  know  that  he  intended  to  breakfast 
with  her. 

"  I  suppose,  John."  said  Clara,  as  her  brother  en- 
tered the  apariment,  "you  arc  glad  of  a  weaker  cup 
this  morning  than  those  yon  were  drinking  Inst  night 
—yoii^  were  c:in)iisiiig  till  after  the  first  cock." 

*  Vcri,"  said  Mowbray.  "  that  sandl>ed,  old  Mao- 
Turk,  ui>on  whom  whole  hogsheads  make  no  impres* 
sion,  did  make  a  bad  boy  of  me — but  the  day  is  over, 
anri  they  will  scarce  catch  me  in  such  another  scrape. 
—What  did  you  think  of  the  masks?" 

"Supported  as  well,"  said  Clara,  "as  such  folk 
support  the  disguim*  of  gentlemen  and  ladies  during 
life ;  and  that  i.^,  with  a  great  deal  of  bustle,  and  very 
little  propriety.' 

"  I  saw  only  one  oiMjd  mask  there,  and  that  was  a 
Spaniard,"  said  her  bri»ther. 

"  O,  I  saw  him  too,"  answered  Clara;  "but  he 
wore  his  visor  on.  An  old  Indian  merchant,  or  some 
stich  thing  seemed  to  me  a  Iwjtter  character— the 
Spaniartl  did  nothing  but  stalk  about  and  twangle  his 
guitar,  for  the  amusement  of  my  Lady  Binks,  as  I 
think." 

"  He  is  a  very  clever  fellow,  though,  that  aame 
Spaniard,'*  rejoined  Mowbray— "Can  you  guess  who 
he  is  ?" 

"  Xo,  indeed ;  nor  ahall  I  take  the  trouble  of  trying. 
To  set  to  guessing  alM>ut  it.  were  as  bad  as  seeing  the 
whob'  muminer>'  over  again." 

"  Woll  "  repli«-<l  her  brother,  "you  will  allow  one 
thing  at  least-Bottom  was  well  acted— you  cannoi 
deny  that." 
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"Vefi,"  replied  Clara,  "  thnt  worthy  really  deserved 
to  wcur  his  ass's  head  to  tlie  (.'od  ul'  ihu  chapter— but 
what  of  hiin  ?" 

"Only  roncrivc  thnt  he  Bhoul(!  Ihj  the  yrry  same 
pe-Bori  with  that  handHumc  ISpauiard,**  ri'piiLU  i&low- 
bray. 

"Then  thrnr  is  one  fiwl  fewer  than  I  ihouKht  there 
was,"  n.phed  Clara,  with  the  {greatest  indiilcrtnce. 

Her  hrotlier  hit  his  ]i[). 

"(■Inra,"  he  said,  "I  believe  you  are  an  excellent 
cood  prl,  and  clever  to  boot,  but  pray  do  not  st^t  up 
for  wit  and  (jddity ;  there  is  nothing  in  life  so  intoli;r- 


sble  as  pretending  to  think  ditierenily  froin_  other 

p«H)ple. 

umton. 


e  as  pre  tell 
iple.-That 


gentleman  was  the  Earl  of  Kther- 


j'hisannimciation,  though  made  in  what  was  meant 
to  Im?  an  ini(Mising  tone,  had  no  iinpression  nn  Clara. 

"  I  hijfje  he  plays  the  peer  better  than  the  Fidal,;o," 
she  repheil  carelessly. 

"Ves,"  answered  Mowbray,  "he  is  one  of  the 
handsomest  men  of  the  time,  and  decidedly  fashion- 
able—you Will  like  him  niucli  when  you  see  him  in 
private." 

"It  is  of  littlo  consequence  whether  I  door  no," 
answered  Clara. 

"  \  ou  mistake  the  matter,"  said  Mowbray,  gravely; 
•*it  may  be  of  considerable  consctjuence." 

"Indeed!"  said  Clara,  \fith  :i  smile;  "I  must  sup- 
pose niysi>if,  then,  too  important  a  person  not  to  make 
my  approbation  necessary  to  one  of  your  first-rates  ? 
He  cannot  pretend  to  pass  iiiusUr  at  St.  Konan's 
without  it?— Well,  I  will  depute  my  authority  to  Lady 
Binks,  and  she  shall  pass  your  new  recruits  instead 
of  me." 

"This  is  all  nonsense,  Clara,"  said  Mowbray. 
^Lord  Etht^njrton  calls  here  this  very  morning,  and 
wishes  to  be  made  known  to  you.  I  exp(x:t  you  will 
ircrive  him  as  a  particular  friend  of  mine." 

"  With  all  my  neart— so  you  will  eiignge,  after  this 
visit,  to  ke<;p  him  down  with  your  other  particular 
friends  at  the  WVIl— you  know  it  is  a  bargain  that  >'ou 
bring  neither  buck  nor  nointer  into  my  parlour— the 
one  worries  my  cat,  ana  the  other  my  tVm{)er." 

"Vou  mistake  me  entin'ly,  Clara— this  is  a  very 
different  visiter  from  any  I  have  ever  intro<iuced  to 
you— I  ex{)ef:t  to  see  him  often  hen^  and  I  hi>pe  you 
and  he  will  be  better  friends  than  you  think  of.  I 
have  more  reasons  for  wishing  this,  than  I  have  now 
time  to  tell  you." 

Clara  remained  silent  for  an  instant,  then  looked 
at  her  brother  with  an  anxious  and  scrutinizing 
glance,  as  if  she  wished  to  penetrate  into  his  inmost 
purpose. 

"  If  1  thought,"— she  said,  after  a  minute's  conside- 
ration, and  with  an  altered  and  disturl)ed  tone;  "but 
no— I  will  not  think  that  Heaven  intends  me  such  a 
blow— least  of  all,  that  it  should  come  from  your 
hands."  She  walked  hastily  to  the  window,  and 
threw  it  open— then  shut  it  again,  and  retumal  to  her 
seat,  saying,  wiihaconsiraimd  smile,  "May  Heaven 
forgive  you,  brother,  but  you  frightened  me  heartily." 

'I  did  not  mean  to  do  so,  Clani/'  said  Mowbray, 
who  saw  the  necessity  of  s^Nithing  her;  "I  only 
alluded  in  ioke  to  those  chances  that  are  never  out  rrf 
other  girls  heads,  though  you  never  seem  to  calculate 
on  them." 

"  I  wish  yon,  my  dear  John,''  said  Ctnra,  stru^ling 
fo  regain  entire  composure,  "  I  wifh  ytni  would  profit 
by  my  example,  and  give  up  the  science  of  chance  also 
— it  will  not  avail  you." 

"How  d'ye  know  that?— I'll  show  you  the  con- 
trary, you  sflly  wench,"  answered  Mowbray— "  Hon^ 
IS  a  banker's  nil!,  payable  to  your  own  order,  for  the 
rash  you  lent  me,  and  something  over— tlon't  let  old 
Mick  have  the  fingering,  but  let  Hindloos*)  manage  it 
for  you — he  is  the  honesier  man  between  two  d— d 
knaves." 

"Will  rot  vou,  brother,  send  it  to  the  man  Bind- 
loose  yourself?" 

"No.— no,"  replied  Mowbray— "he  misrht  confuse 
it  with  some  of  my  transactions,  and  so  you  forfeit 
your  stake." 

"  Well,  I  am  glad  you  are  able  to  pay  me,  for  1  want 
to  buy  Campbell's  new  work." 


I  "  I  wish  you  joy  of  your  purchase— but  don't  scratch 
:  me  for  not  cariim  about  it— I  know  as  litil"  of  bfniks 
.  as  you  ttt'  (Ih;  long  (.KJds.  And  eoinc  now,  be  serious 
'  ami  nil  me  if  >ou  will  he  u  ^oihJ  girl— lay  aside  your 
I  whims,  and  receive  this  Kngiisli  young  nubJeinan 
hki'  a  lady  as  you  are  7" 

"'I'iiai  were  ea.sy"  said  Clara— "  but— bu I— -Pray, 
ask  no  more  of  me  than  just  to  see  liini.— Say  to  hun 
lit  once,  lama  [Kior  creature  in  Uidy,  in  mind,  in  spi> 
Ills,  in  ti  uiper,  in  understanding— above  all,  say  tluit 
I  can  rcct-ivi'  him  only  once." 

"1  shall  say  no  such  thing,"  said  Mowbray,  bluntly; 
"it  is  good  to  be  jilain  with  you  at  on<'e — I  thought  o| 
putting  oH'  this  discussion— but  since  it  must  comr, 
the  NKiner  it  is  over  the  l»etter.— You  are  to  un^r- 
srand,  Clara  Mowbniy,  that  Lord  Etherin;;ion  has  a 
particular  view  in  this  visit,  and  that  his  view  has  my 
full  sanction  and  approbation." 

"1  thou^'ht  so,  said  (Jiara.  in  the  same  altprad 
toni.'  of  voice  in  which  she  had  In'forc  si>okcn ;  "  my 
nnnd  foreluxltd  this  last  of  misfortunes !— Bui,  Mow- 
bray, you  have  no  child  before  you— I  neither  will  nor 
can  see  this  nobleman." 

"How!"  exclaimed  Mowbray,  fiercely;  "do  yog 
dare  return  me  so  p<>n-mptory  an  answer?— Think 
liettcr  of  it,  for,  if  we  differ,  you  wdl  find  you  will  haw 
the  wt»rst  of  the  game." 

"Rely  upon  it,  she  continued,  with  more  vebt- 
menc«s  "I  will  see  him  m^r  no  man  upon  the  footioc 
you  nientiim— my  nstduiion  is  taken,  and  ihrcatsaod 
enin-aiies  will  prove  equally  unavailinc." 

"Upini  my  word,  madam,"  said  Mowbray,  "\'oa 
have,  for  a  modirst  and  retired  young  larly,  pluckraop 
a  goodly  spirit  of  your  own !— Rut  you  shall  find  mine 
equals  it.  If  you  do  not  agree  to  sec  my  friend  Laid 
Ktherington,  ay,  and  to  ntreive  him  with  the  politic 
ness  due  to  the  consideration  I  cnti^rtain  for  him,  by 
Heaven!  (Mara,  I  will  no  longer  regard  you  as  my 
father's  daughter.  Think  what  you  are  giving  up— 
the  affection  and  prote<'tion  of  a  brother— and  for 
what  7— merely  for  an  klle  point  of  eti()uette.— Y'oa 
cannot,  1  supposi>,  even  in  the  workings  of  your  ro- 
mantic brain,  imagine  that  the  days  of  Clarissa  Htr- 
lowc  and  Harriet  Byron  are  come  back  again,  when 
women  were  married  by  main  forci'?  and  it  is  mon- 
strous vanity  in  you  to  sumnxse  that  I<ord  EtherinK- 
lon.  since  he  has  honoured  vou  with  any  thoughts  at 
all,  will  not  be  satisfied  wiili  a  nroper  and  crvd  rcfa- 
sal— Vou  are  no  such  prize,  metninks,  that  the  days 
of  romance  arc  to  come  back  for  you." 

"I  care  not  what  days  thev  an*,"  said  Clara— "I 
tell  yini  I  will  not  s«>4>  Lord  £thenngton,  or  anyons 
eli^e,  upon  s'lch  preliminaries  as  you  have  stated— I 
cannot— 1  will  not— arid  lough t  not.— Had  you  meant 
me  to  reci  ive  him,  which  can  be  a  matter  of  no  conse-  ' 
(juence  whatever,  you  should  have  left  him  on  ths 
footing  of  an  ordinary  visiter— as  it  is,  I  will  notsos 
him." 

"  Yon  »hafl  see  and  hear  him  both,"  sakl  Mowbnyi 
"  you  shall  find  me  as  obstinate  as  you  are— as  wil- 
ling to  forget  I  am  a  brother,  as  you  to  forget  ihit 
you  have  one." 

"It  is  tiin»',  then,"  replied  Clara,  "that  this  hnusft 
once  our  father's,  should  no  longrT  hold  us  both.  1 
can  provide  for  myself,  and  may  God  bless  youl" 

"Vou  lake  it  coolly,  madam,"  said  her  brother, 
walking  through  the  apartment  with  much  anxiety 
both  of  h>ok  and  gesture. 

"  I  do,"  she  answered,  "for  it  is  what  I  have  often 
forcswn— Yea,  brother,  I  have  often  foreseen  thatyua 
would  make  your  sister  the  suhiect  of  your  plots  and 
schenies,  so  soon  as  other  stakes  failed  you.  That 
hour  is  noine,  and  I  am,  as  you  see,  prepared  to 
nu^t  it." 

"And  vHhere  may  you  propose  to  retire  to?'*  said 
Mowbray.  "I  think  that  I^  your  only  relation  and 
natural  guardian,  have  a  nght  to  know  that— my 
honour  and  that  of  my  family  is  concerned." 

"  Your  honour !"  she  retorted,  with  a  keen  glanee 
at  him ;  "your  interest,  I  suptv)se  you  mean,  is  some- 
how connwMed  with  the  place  of  my  aboda.— But 
keep  yourst^lf  patient— the  den  of  the  rock,  the  liM 
of  the  bnx)k,  should  be  my  choice,  rather  than  ft 
palace  without  my  freedom." 
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"You  are  mistaken,  however,"  said  Mowbray, 
wnly, "'  if  you  hope  lo  enjoy  niore  freedom  than  i 
liok  you  c;i{ialile  of  Tnakit);r  a  ^ood  use  of.  The  lii  w 
ilbonzt;^  and  rea»on,  and  even  Hfr-ction,  rcquirt', 
At>-wi  »no\ild  be  put  undor  rej»traint  for  your  own 
ifcly,  and  that  of  your  eharactrr.  Vou  roamed  ihe 
oodfl  a  iiiiie  too  much  in  my  father's  time,  if  uU 
Dries  be  true." 

••Idid— I  did  indeed,  Slowbrny,"  saidCIorn,  wcep- 
;;  **God  pity  rne,  and  forgive  you  fbi  upi>raidinij: 
ewith  my  Htate  of  mind— 1  know  I  cnniioi  8omc- 
BCi  trust  my  own  judgment ;  but  is  it  for  you  to 
miiid  me  ot'  this?'* 

Mowbray  was  at  once  softened  and  embarrassed. 
"What  folly  is  this?"  he  snid ;  "you  say  tlie  most 
itting  thin;£a  to  me— arc  ready  to  fly  from  my  house 
•nd  when  1  am  provoked  to  make  an  angry  answer, 
n burst  into  tears  I" 

"Say  vou  did  -not  mean  wliat  you  said,  my  dearest 
trtkerr  exclaimed  Clara:  '*  O  nay  you  did  not 
lemit!— Do  not  take  my  liberty  from  me— it  is  all 
hive  left,  and,  €k>d  knows,  it  is  a  poor  comfort  in 
c SDrrows  I  undergo.  I  will  nut  afair  face  on  every 
litfr— will  gi>down  to  the  Well— will  wear  what  you 
case,  and  say  what  you  please— but  O!  leave  me 
tt  liberty  of  my  solitude  here— let  me  weep  alone  in 
le  bouse  of  my  father— and  do  not  force  a  brokcn- 
etiiai  sister  to  lay  her  death  at  your  door. —My  span 
UM  be  a  brief  one,  but  lii  not  your  hand  shake  the 
nd-glass !— Disturb  me  not— let  me  pass  quietly- 1 
D  not  ask  this  so  much  for  my  sake  as  for  your  own. 
woild  have  you  think  of  me,  sometimes,  Mowbray, 
ficr  I  am  gone,  and  without  the  bitter  reflections 
tieh  (he  recollection  of  harsh  usa^  will  assuredly 
rial  with  it.  Pity  me.  were  it  but  for  your  own  sake. 
-I  nave  deserved  nothing  but  compassion  at  year 
lod— Ttiere  arc  but  two  of  us  on  earth,  why  should 
e  nnke  each  other  miserable  7" 
She  accompanied  these  entreaties  with  a-flood  of 
an,  and  the  most  heart-bursting  sobs.  Mowbray 
Mw  not  what  to  determine.  On  the  one  hand,  he 
at  bound  by  his  promise  to  the  Rnrl ;  on  the  other, 
SBMer  was  in  no  condition  to  receive  such  a  visiter ; 
qr,  it  was  most  probable^  that  if  he  adopted  the 
nn%  measure  of  compelling  her  to  receive  him,  her 
'hiviour  would  probably  be  such  as  totally  to  brenk 
ftbe  projected  match,  on  the  success  of  which  he 
id  founded  so  many  custlos  in  the  air.  In  this 
lemma,  he  had  again  nrourse  to  argument. 
'*Clara,"  he  said,  *'  I  am,  as  I  have  repeatedly  said, 
loroniy  relation  and  guardian— if  there  be  any  real 
ason  why  you  ought  not  to  receive,  and,  at  least, 
ake  8  civil  reply  to  such  a  negotiation  as  the  Earl 
'  Rtherington  has  thought  fit  to  open,  surely  I  ought 
;  be  intrusted  with  it.  You  enjoyed  far  too  much 
'  that  Lherty  which  ^ou  se^'m  to  prize  so  highly  du- 
ll; mv  father's  lifetnne— in  the  last  years  of  it  at 
1st— nave  you  formed  any  foolish  attachment  du- 
njthat  time,  which  now  prevents  you  from  receiv- 
R  such  a  visit  ns  Lord  Rtherington  has  threatened  ?" 
Threatened  1— the  expression  is  well  chosen," 
id  Miss  Mowbray;  "and  nothing;  can  be  more 
ndful  than  such  a  threat,  exceptmg  its  accom- 
uhment." 

'*Iam  elad  your  spirits  are  reviving,"  replied  her 
Diiier;  **  but  that  is  no  answer  to  my  question." 
'*Uit  nece«»ary,"  said  Clara,  "that" one  must  have 
mallysomc  engagement  or  entanglement,  to  make 
etnunwilhng  to  be  given  in  marriage^  or  even  t4>  be 
ttered  upon  such  a  subject  7— Many  young  nu-n  de- 
ne (hey  intend  to  die  bachelors,  wnv  may  not  I  be 
rmitted  lo  commence  old  maid  at  tlin-e-and-twen- 
l—ljei  me  do  so,  like  a  kind  brother,  and  there 
ttf  iie>-pr  nephews  and  nieces  so  i)elted  and  so 
iokleiJf  so  fnjr£ied  and  so  eufl'ed  by  a  maiden  aunt,  as 
•urchddren,  when  you  have  them,  shall  be  by  aunt 

"And  why  not  say  all  this  to  Lord  Etherington?" 
lid  Mowbray ;  **  wait  until  he  propose  such  a  leni- 
f  bngbtrar  ns  matrimony,  before  you  refuse  to  re- 
^  him.  Who  knows,  the  whim  that  he  hinted  at 
flfhave  pas!H.Hi  away— he  was^  as  you  say,  flirting 
iii  Lady  Binks,  and  her  ladyship  has  a  good  deal  of 
Idreaa,  a*  well  a0  beauty.** 
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"Heaven  improve  both,  (in  an  honest  way,)  if 
will  bul  keep  his.  lordship  to  hertself !"  .said  Clara. 

"  Wiill,  ihen,"  continued  her  brother,  "things  stand- 
ing ihus,  I  do  not  think  you  will  have  much  trouble 
with  liis  lordship— no  more,  perhaps,  than  just  to 
give  him  a  civil  denial.  After  having  spoken  on  such 
a  subject  to  a  man  of  my  (x>ndition,  he  cannot  well 
break  ofl*  without  you  give  him  an  ajwlogy." 

"If  that  is  all,"  said  Clara,  "he  shall,  as  soon  as 
he  gives  im?  an  opporuiniiy,  receive;  such  an  answer 
as  will  Ieav(!  him  at  lil>erly  to  vvoo  any  one  whatso* 
« ver  of  Eve's  daugliters,  excepting  Clara  Mowbray. 
Methinks  I  am  so  voger  to  set  the  captive  free,  that 
I  now  wish  as  much  for  his  lordship's  appoarance  as 
I  feared  it  a  little  while  since." 

"Nay,  nav,  but  let  us  go  fair  and  softly,"  said  her 
brr^ther.  "Vou  are  not  to  refuse  him  before  he  asks 
the  question." 

"Certainly,"  said  Clara;  "but  I  well  know  1k)w  to 
manage  that— he  shall  never  ask  the  question  at  all. 
I  will  restore  Lady  Binks's  admirer,  without  accept- 
ing so  much  as  a  civility  in  ronsom. 

'  Worse  and  worse,  Clara,'*  onswered  Mowbray ; 
"you  ore  to  remember  he  is  my  friend  and  gutst, 
and  he  must  nor  be  affronted  in  my  house.  I^eave 
things  to  themselves.- Besides,  consular  an  instant, 
Clara— had  ywi  not  better  take  a  little  time  for  re- 
flection in  this  case  7  Theofler  is  a  splendid  one-^ 
title — fortune— and,  what  is  more,  a  fortune  which 
you  will  be  well  entitled  to  share  largely  in." 

"  This  is  beyond  our  implied  treatv,"  said  Clara. 
"  I  have  yielded  more  than  ever  I  thought  I  should 
have  done,  when  I  narwd  that  this  Earl  should  be 
introduced  to  mc  on  the  footing  of  a  common  visiter; 
and  now  you  talk  favourably  of  his  pretensions. 
This  is  an  encroachment,  Mowbray,  and  now  I  shall 
rnlapse  into  my  obstuiacy,  and  refuse  to  see  him  at 

"  Do  as  you  will,**  replied  Mowbray,  sensible  that 
it  wa.««  only  by  working  on  her  affections  that  ho  had 
any  chance  of  carrying  a  point  against  her  inclina- 
tion,—"Do  as  y9U  will,  my  dear  Clara;  but,  for 
Heaven's  sake,  wipe  your  eyes." 

"And  behave  myself,"  said  she,  trying  to  smile  as 
ifhe  obeyed  him,—  behave  myself,  you  would  say,  like 
folks  01  this  world :  but  the  quotation  is  lost  on  you, 
who  never  read  either  Prior  or  Shakspeare.'* 

"  I  thank  Heaven  for  that,"  said  Mowbray.  "  I 
have  enough  to  burden  my  brain,  without  carrying 
such  a  lumber  of  rhymes  m  it  as  you  and  Lady  Pen 
do.— Come,  that  is  right ;  go  to  the  mirror,  and  make 
yourself  decent." 

A  woman  must  be  much  home  down  indeed  by 
pain  and  suffering,  when  she  loses  all  respect  for 
her  external  appearance.  The  madwoman  in  Bed- 
lam wears  her  garland  of  straw  with  a  certain  air 
of  pretensions;  and  we  have  seen  a  widow  whom  wo 
knew  to  be  most  sincerely  affected  by  a  recent  de- 
privation, whose  weeds,  nevertheless,  were  ananged 
with  a  dolorous  degree  of  Krace,  which  amounted 
almost  to  coquetry.  Clara  Mowbray  had  also,  negli- 
gent as  she  seemed  to  be  of  appearances,  her  own  art 
of  the  toilet,  although  of  the  most  rapid  and  most 
simple  character.  She  took  off  her  little  riding-hai. 
and.  unbinding  a  lace  of  Indian  gold  which  retained 
her  locks,  shook  them  in  dark  and  glossy  profusion 
over  her  very  handsome  form,  vm'ich  they  over- 
shadowed down  to  her  slender  waist ;  and  while  her 
brother  stood  looking  on  her  with  a  mixture  of  pride- 
affection,  and  compassion,  she  arranged  them  with  a 
large  comb,  and,  without  the  assistance  of  any 
femme  cTctourSf  wove  them,  in  the  course  of  a  few 
minutes,  into  such  a  natural  head-dress  as  wo  see  on 
the  statues  of  the  Grecian  nymohs. 

"  Now  let  me  but  find  my  best  mufC,"  she  aakl 
"  come  prince  and  peer,  I  shall  be  ready  to  roceive 
them.'* 

"  Pshaw !  your  muff -who  has  heard  of  auch  a 
thmg  these  twenty  years?  Muffs  were  out  of  faahiou 
before  you  were  born.'* 

"No  matter,  John  "  replied  his  sister;  "when  a 

woman  wears  a  muff,  r«peciallv  a  determined  old 

maid  like  myself,  it  is  a  sign  she  has  no  intentions  to 

■cratch ;  and  tlu;refore  the  muff  serves  all  the  {mr 
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poses  of  a  white  fla^  and  prpvpnts  tlie  nccessiry  of 
drawing  on  a  glove,  8o  prunentially  nHx>in mended  by 
tiiemoitoofourcouffinii,  the  M'Into.«hi?s."* 

"  Be  it  as  yon  will,  thtn,"  sriid  Mowlir-iy ;  "  for 
other  than  you  do  will  it,  you  will  not  fntfer  it  to  he. 
—But  hi>w  io  this!— another  Wlct /—We  are  in  rt- 
quest  thip  morning." 

"  Now,  Hi*avi'n  send  his  lordship  mav  have  judi- 
ciouKly  considenfi  all  the  rinks  which  ho  is  sure  to 
encNiunler  on  this  charmeil  ground,  and  resolve*!  lo 
leave  his  adventure  unattenipted,"  said  Miss  Mow- 
bray. 

iter  brother  glanced  a  look  of  displeasure  at  h«T,  as 
he  broke  the  seal  of  thi*  letter,  wliirh  wa?  nddnssed 
to  him  with  the  word^  "  Haste  and  secncy,"  writti-n 
on  the  enveloiH?.  The  contenls,  which  greatly  sur- 
prised him,  w^e  remit  to  the  commencement  of  the 
next  chapter. 


CHAPTER    XXIV. 

PRIVATE  INrOBMATION. 

Ope  thin  lettrr ; 

I  csn  pruduce  a  cliiini|«iuii  that  will  prove 
What  ii  avouched  thure. — 

King  Lear. 

Thr  billet  which  Mowbray  received,  and  read  in 
his  sister's  presence,  contained  these  words : 

"  Sii, 

"Claba  Mowbray  has  few  friends— none,  per- 
haps, excepting  yourself,  in  right  of  bliKxi,  and  the 
writer  of  this  letter,  by  right  of  tht;  fondest,  tniest, 
and  most  disinterested  attachment,  ilial  evt  r  man 
bore  to  woman.  I  um  thus  explicit  with  you,  because 
though  it  is  unlikely  that  I  should  ever  again  s"e  or 
speak  to  your  sister,  I  am  desirous  that  you  should  be 
clearly  acquainted  with  the  <'ause  of  thai  interest, 
which  I  must  always,  even  to  my  dying  breath,  take 
in  her  affairs. 

"The  person,  calling  himself  liOrd  Etherington,  is, 
I  am  aware,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Shaws-Castle, 
with  the  intention  of  paying  his  addresses  to  Miss 
Mowbray ;  and  it  is  easy  for  me  to  foresee,  arguing 
according  to  the  ordinary  views  of  mankind,  that  he 
may  place  his  proposals  in  such  a  light  as  may  make 
them  seem  highly  desirable.  Hut  ere  you  give  this 
person  the  encouragement  which  his  offers  may  seem 
to  deserve,  please  to  inquire  whether  his  fortune  is  cer- 
tain, or  his  rank  indisputable ;  and  be  not  satisfit^d 
with  light  evidence  on  either  point.  A  man  may  be 
in  possession  of  an  estate  and  title,  to  w^hieh  he  has 
no  better  right  than  his  own  rapacity  and  forward- 
ness of  assumption;  and  supposing  Mr.  Mowbray 
jealous,  as  he  must  be,  of  the  honour  of  his  family, 
the  alliance  of  such  a  one  cannot  but  bring  diMirace. 
This  comes  from  one  who  will  make  good  what  he 
has  written." 

On  the  first  perusal  of  a  billet  so  extraordinary, 
Mowbray  was  inclined  to  set  it  down  to  the  malice  of 
some  of  the  people  at  the  Well,  anonymous  letters 
being  no  uncommon  resource  of  the  sm  .11  wiis  who 
frequent  such  places  of  fzcn-Tal  rcMirt,  as  a  SL)ecie8  of 
deception  safely  and  easily  execulul,  and  well  c^leu- 
laten  to  produce  much  mischief  amt  confusion.  Hut 
upon  ck>8er  consideration,  he  was  shaken  in  ihis  opi- 
nion, and,  starting  suddenly  from  the  reverie  into 
which  ho  had  falh^n,  asktxj  for  the  messenger  who 
had  brought  the  letter.  "  He  was  in  the  hall,"  the 
servant  thought,  and  Mowbray  ran  lo  the  hall.  No— 
the  messenger  was  not  there,  out  Mowbra>-  might  see 
his  back  as  he  walked  up  die  avenue.  He  hollo'd— 
no  answer  was  retumfd  - -he  ran  after  the  fellow, 
whose  appearanee  was  that  of  a  couniryman.  The 
man  quickened  his  pace  ns  he  yaw  himself  pursunl, 
iind  wnen  he  got  out  of  the  avt-nue,  threw  himself 
into  one  o(  th»'  numerous  bypaths  which  wnnden.rs 
who  strayed  in  qui^**!  of  nuts,  or  for  the  sake  of  exer- 
cise, had  made  m  various  directions  through  the  ex- 

*lhe  well-known  ri'iit  of  tliii'  ancient  rrce,  ii  a  rat  ram- 

Knt,  with  a  motto  iNMirinc  tlie  rHUtion-i>"  Touch  Dot  ttw  cat, 
;  It  f.  te  nil.  or  withoutj  the  glovik." 


tensive  copse  wTii<'h  surrounded  tlieCastle,  and  were 
doubtless  the  reason  of  its  acquiring  the  name  of 
Sha  ws,  which  .>-ignifieB,  in  the  Scottish  dialect,  a  wood 
of  this  di'f<eripiiiin. 


]rritaie<i  by  the  man's  obvious  desirn  to  avoid  him, 

id  nutunilK'  obstinnti-  in  all  his  rc'solutiont<,  Mou- 

bniy  pursiir-d  Utr  a  <Hjnsi<ierabk'  way,  until  he  ^iriy 


lopi  Imnth;  and  the  tlier  havinu'  hicn  lung  out  « 
fiifrht,  he  n-iNilIccir-d  at  length  that  his  engagenit-ai 
with  the  EnrI  of  Etherington  required  his  attendanoi 
at  the  Castle. 

The  young  lonl,  indeed,  had  arrive<J  at  Shaws-Cas* 
tl(f,  so  few  minutes  after  Mowbray's  dtparturc,  that 
it  wns  wonderful  liiey  had  not  m<-t  in  the  a^enuei 
The  servant  to  whom  he  applied,  ameeiving  that  hu 
master  must  n  turn  instantly,  as  he  had  gone  out 
without  his  hat.  uslicn'd  tue  Karl,  without  further  G^ 
remony,  into  the  bnakfaM-nxim,  where  Clara  wu 
SL'atcd  upon  4ine  of  the  window-seats,  so  busily  m- 
ployed  with  a  book,  or  |)crhaps  with  her  own  thougfan 
while  she  held  a  book  in  her  hands,  that  she  scaiti 
Tomii  her  head,  until  Lord  Ktheringtun,  advancing; 
pro nou need  the  words,  *'  Miss  Mowbray."  A  stait. 
and  a  loud  .scream,  announced  her  deadly  alarm,  aoa 
these  wrrc  repeated  as  he  made  one  pace  nearer,  and 
in  a  firmer  accent  said,  "  Clara." 

" No  man-r -no  nearer,"  she  exclaimed,  " if  rot 
would  have  me  look  ui»on  you  and  live !"  Lord  Ether- 
in^tnri  remainefl  standing,  as  if  unc<'riain  whether  lo 
advanei*  or  reirent,  while  with  incrtdible  rapkiity  ihi 
poiiriMl  out  her  hurried  entnsaties  that  he  wouul  be- 
gone, scmu  times  addrensing  hira  as  a  real  pi'rsonin 
someritm-s),  and  more  fri>f]uenily,  as  a  delusive  phan- 
tom, the  offspring  of  her  own  cxcitid  imoginatioo.  **I 
knew  it,"  she  muttered.  "I  knew  what  would  happcBi 
if  my  thoughts  wertr  foree<l  into  that  fearful  chantin. 
S|H^ak  to  me,  brother!  speak  to  me  while  I  have  rea- 
son left,  and  ttll  me  that  what  stands  before  me  is 
but  an  empty  shadow !  But  it  is  no  shadow—it  re- 
mains before  me  in  all  the  lineaments  of  mortal  sub- 
stance !" 

"  Clara,"  said  the  Eari,  with  a  firm,  yet  softened 
voice,  "  collect  and  compose  yourself.  I  am,  indeei^ 
no  shadow~I  am  a  much-injured  man,  come  to  de- 
mand rights  which  have  been  unjustly  withheld  froiK 
me.  I  am  now  armed  with  power  as  well  aa  justioi^ 
and  my  clniiiis  shall  be  heard." 

" Never— never !"  replii^  Clara  Mowbray;  **niie» 
extremity  is  my  portion,  let  extremity  give  me  coaras. 
Vou  hove  no  nghts—nonc— I  know  you  not,  and  I 
defv  you." 

''Defy  me  not,  Clara  Mowbray,"  answered  theEarii 
in  a  tone,  and  with  a  manner— how  difll'rent  fnn 
those  which  deligbted  society!  for  now  he  was  iih 
Icmn,  tragic,  and  iilmost  stem,  like  iht^  judge  wheaht 
pnsst>8  sentence  upon  a  criminal.  "  Defy  me  not,"  ht 
rt-fM'ated.  "  I  am  your  Fate,  and  it  rests  with  you  to 
make  me  a  kind  or  severe  one." 

"Dare  you  speak  thus?"  said  Clara,  her  eyes flaak- 
ing  with  aiigtr,  while  her  lips  grew  white,  and  oo- 
vered  for  fi.ar— "Dare  you  speak  thus,  and  renieinocr 
that  the  same  heaven  is  above  our  head.%  to  whii^ 
you  so  solemnly  vowed  you  would  never  see  nienMW 
without  my  own  conFcnt?" 

''  That  vow  was  conditional— Francis  Tyml,  as  ht 
calls  himself,  swore  the  same— hath  he  not  seen  youf* 
He  tixtd  a  piercing  look  on  her;  '*  He  has— you  due 
not  disown  it !— And  Eihall  an  r>ath,  which  to  him  if 
but  a  cobweb,  be  to  me  a  shackle  of  iron?" 

"  Alas !  ii  was  hut  for  a  moment,"  said  Miss  Mow- 
bray, sinking  in  courage,  and  drooping  her  head  as  ihe 

PpOKC. 

"Were  it  but  tho  twentieth  part  of  an  instant— the 
^  least  cone*  iva!)le  space  of  subdivided  time— still,  yoa 
I  tlid  meet— he  saw  you— you  sjHike  to  him.  Aiid  dm 
al!?o  you  inusi  see— me  also  you  must  hear!  Or  1  w31 
i\TFi  claim  you  for  my  own  in  the  face  of  the  world; 
nnd.  haying  vindicated  my  rijghts,  1  will  seek  out  aiM 
extinguish  the  wretched  nvafwho  has  dared  to  inK^ 
fere  wiih  them." 

"Con  you  speak  thusT*  said  Clara— "can  yoo K 

burst  through  the  ties  of  nature?— Have  you  a  heart  f 

"  I  have;  and  it  shall  be  moulded  like  wax  to  you 

dighicsi  withes,  if  you  agree  to  do  me  justice i  \n 
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granite,  nor  aught  else  That  nature  has  of  hardest,  i 
Of  more  inflexible  \i  you  coiitinri-  :i  unless  op-  ! 
rioni— Clara  Mowbrnv,  I  am  vour  F'aie.'*  i 

Nol  *i,  proud  man,'  said  Clara,  rinnK,  "God  ' 
e  nut  one  potphenl  the  power  to  brvak  another.  I 
eby  hi*  divine  permission— my  fate  is  in  the  will  ! 
ilira,  without  whose  will  not  even  a  sparrow;  falls 
to  the  ground. — Begone— 1  am  strung  in  faith  of 
venly  protection." 

Do  you  speak  thus  in  sincerity  7"  said  the  Earl  of 
ierin;;ioii ;  "  considar  first  what  is  the  prosi>ecl  be- 
;  you.  I  stand  herein  no  doubtful  or  ambiguous 
iraclcr — I  oHir  not  the  mrre  name  of  a  husband— 
poric  to  von  not  a  humble  lot  of  obscurity  and  hanl- 
^  with  (tan  lor  the  past  and  doubts  for  the  future  | 
there  ircw  a  lime  when  to  a  suit  hke  this  you  could 
HI  favuurably.— I'stand  hi^h  among  the  nobles  of 
ewmiry,  and  offt-r  you,  as  my  bride,  your  share  in 
hunouns,  and  in  the  wealth  which  becomes  ihem. 
'our brother  is  my  friend,  and  favours  my  suit.  1  will 
K  fpim  the  KTound,  and  once  more  render  illus- 
na.  vour  ancit-ni  houst?— your  motions  shall  be  re- 
lied hy  your  wishes,  even  by  your  capriws— I  will 
n  carry  my  seU-denial  so  far,  that  you  siiall,  should 
I  insist  on  so  severe  a  measure,  have  your  own  re- 
laoe!,  your  own  establishment^  and  without  intru- 
non  my  part,  until  the  most  devoted  love,  the  most 
seising  attentions,  shall  make  way  on  your  inflcxi- 
disposition.— All  this  I  will  consent  to  for  the 
ore— all  that  is  past  shall  bo  concealed  froin  the 
jUc— But  mine,  Clara  Mowbray,  you  must  be." 
*rfever — never!"  she  said  with  increasing  vehc- 
nce.  "*  I  can  but  repeat  a  negative,  but  it  shall 
fe  all  the  force  of  an  oath.— Vour  rank  is  nothing 
me— your  fortune  I  scom— my  brother  has  no  ripht, 
ihe  law  of  Scotland,  or  of  nature,  to  compel  my 
dinacions.— I  detest  your  treachery,  and  I  scorn  the 
vantage  >'ou  pro^iose  to  attain  by  it. —Should  the 
IT  give  you  my  hand,  it  would  but  award  you  that  of 


Miss  Mowbray,  that  all  shall  remnin  private,  which  I 
coni'civc  you  do  not  wish  to  bedisclo.'M.Hl ;  and,  unless 
absolutely  compelled  ro  it  in  self-defeiict^,  you  may 
rely,  no  violence  will  be  resorfnl  to  by  me  in  any 
quart<;r.— 1  relieve  you  from  my  presence." 
So  saying,  he  withdrew  from  the  apartment 
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Alas!  Clara,"  said  the  Earl,  *'  you  do  but  flutter  in 
e  net ;  but  I  will  urge  you  no  farther  now— there  is 
HMher  encounter  before  me." 
He  was  turning  away,  when  Clara,  s|mn>jing  for- 
aitl,  cau'rfht  hiiri  by  the  arm,  and  re|)eated,  in  a  low 
id  impresi»ivf:  voice  the  commandment,—"  Thou 
lalrdo  no  murder  I" 

^Pear  not  any  >iolcnco."  he  said,  softening  his 
lies,  and  attempting  to  take  her  hniid,  ''but  what 
iiy  flow  from  your  own  severity.- Krancis  is  safe 
vm  ine,  unless  you  are  altogetfier  unreasonable- 
How  me  but  wha*  you  cannot  deny  to  any  friend  of 
oor  brother,  the  power  of  seeing  you  at  times— sus- 
end  at  least  the  impetuosity  ot  your  dislike  to  me, 
■dl  wdl,  on  my  part,  modify  the  current  of  my  just 
ad  oihcrwiw  uncontrollable  resentment." 
Clara,  cxtrieating  herself,  and  rot r(.>ating  from  him, 
niy  replied,  "There  is  a  Heaven  above  us,  and  therc 
bill  be  judg^  our  actions  towanls  each  other !  Vou 
bve  a  power  most  treacherously  nbtained— you 
leik  a  henrt  that  never  did  you  wrong  -you  seek  nil 
Qiince  with  a  wretch  who  only  wishes  lo  be  wedded 
»lirtrcro^'<?-— H  '">'  brother  brings  you  hither,  I  can- 
lol  help  it— and  if  your  coming  prevents  bloody  and 
iontlural  violence,  it  i»  so  far  well.— IJut  by  my  r(m- 
nt  \"ou  come  not ;  and,  wcru  the  choice  mine,  I 
wnlc  rather  be  struck  with  liA-long  blindius.«,  than 
liai  my  eyes  should  again  op**ji  on  your  pi:rs(»n— 
ather  that  my  ears  wi-re  slutFtii  with  the  earth  (if 
lis  i^ve  than  that  they  should  again  hour  vour 
•OlCf  P' 

•Tbc  Earl  of  Etherington  smiled  prouilly,  and  r?- 
Aod:  " Kren  this,  madam, I  can  luar  wiihoui  re^ent- 
Mni.  Anxious  and  careful  as  yon  are  lo  deprive  Vf)ur 
%il*»i{i8ne«  of  ever)'  grace  aoiJ  i>f  every  kmdiuss,  1 
reeivf  the  permission  to  w&it  on  vou,  as  i  interpret 
■our  words.  ' 

'*!))  not  so  interpret  them."  she  replied  ;  *'  I  do  but 
nbmit  to  your  presence  as  an  unavoidable  ev.l. 
'iwfcti  be  my  witness,  that,  were  it  not  ro  prevent 
Healer  and  more  desperate  evil,  1  Mould  not  even  w 
wtcquirtce." 

,   Lf!t  accjuiescence,  then,  be  the  word,"  he  said ; 
nd  n  thankful  will  I  be,  even  for  your  acquiescence, 


— -  By  your  \evn,  gentle  wax. 

In  the  hall  of  Shaws-Castle  the  Eari.  of  Ether- 
ington met  Mowbray,  returned  from  his  fruitless  chase 
afttT  the  bearer  of  the  anonymous  coistle  before  re- 
cited ;  and  who  had  but  just  learned,  on  his  return, 
that  the  Earl  of  Etherington  was  w;ith  his  sister. 
Ttiere  was  a  degree  of  mutual  confusion  when  they 
met;  for  Mowbray  had  the  contents  of  the  anony- 
mous letter  fresh  in  his  mind,  and  Lord  Ethcnngton, 
notwithstanding  all  the  coolness  which  he  had  en- 
deavoured to  maintain,  had  not  gone  thnxjgh  the 
scene  with  Clara  without  discomposure.  Mowbray 
asked  the  Earl  whether  he  had  seen  his  sister,  and  in- 
vited him,  at  the  same  time,  to  n^turn  to  the  parlour; 
and  his  lordship  replied,  in  a  tone  as  indiflerent  as  he 
could  assume,  that  he  had  enjoyed  the  honour  of  the 
lady's  company  for  several  minutes,  and  would  not 
now  intrude  farther  upon  Miss  Mowbray's  patience. 

"  Vou  have  had  such  a  reception  as  was  agreeable, 
my  lord,  I  tru.st  ?"  said  Mowbray.  "I  hope  Clara 
did  the  honours  of  the  house  with  propriety  during  my 
absence  7" 

"  Miss  Mowbray  seemed  a  little  fluttered  with  my 
sudden  appearance,"  said  the  Earl;  "the  servant 
showed  me  in  rather  abruptly;  and,  circumstanced 
ns  we  were,  thr;re  is  always  awkwardness  in  a  first 
meeting,  where  there  is  no  third  party  to  act  as 
master  of  the  ceremonies.— I  s*isi>ect,  from  the  lady's 
looks,  that  you  have  not  quite  ke|)l  my  secret,  my 
y^Hn\  friend.  I  mvself,  too.  felt  a  little  consciousness 
111  approaching  Miss  Mowbray— but  it  is  over  now  ; 
.nnd,  the  ice  beins  fairly  broken,  I  hope  to  have  other 
and  more  eonvenieiit  opportunities  to  improve  the 
advantage  I  have  just  gained  in  acquiring  your  lovely 
sister's  jiersfjiial  acquaiatance." 

**So  no  it,"  said  Mowbray  ;  "but,  as  you  declare 
for  leaving  the  castle  just  now,  I  must  first  speak 
a  single  word  with  your  lordship,  for  wliich  thia 
place  is  not  altogether  convenient. 

"1  can  have  no  objections^  my  dear  Jack,"  said 
Etherington,  following  him  with  a  thrill  of  conscioua 
fe*'ling.  somewhat  perhaps  like  that  of  the  spider 
when  ne  perceives  his  deceitful  web  is  threatened 
with  injurv,  and  .sits  balanced  m  the  centre,  watching 
every  iM)int,  and  uncertain  which  he  may  bo  called 
iipoii  hrst  to  defend.  Such  is  one  part,  and  not  the 
sliuhtest  part,  of  the  penance  which  never  fails  to 
wait  on  those,  who,  abandoning  the  "fair  play  of  the 
woHd,"  endeavour  to  work  out  their  purposes  by  a 
process  of  deception  and  intrigue. 

"My  lord."  said  Mowbray,  when  they  had  entered 
a  little  arKirtment,  in  which  the  latter  kept  his  guns. 
tishing-tuckl'.',  and  other  implements  of  sport,  you 
have  played  on  the  8(|uare  with  me;  nay,  more— I 
am  bound  to  allow  you  have  given  me  great  odds.  I 
am  ihcrdbrp  not  enlirlod  to  hear  any  reports  to  iho 
prciuili<T  of  your  lordship's  charaeiir^  without  in- 
stantly cum  III  unieu  till*;  them.  There  is  an  anony- 
mous b'ttrr  which  I  nave  iust  received.  PcrhapH 
your  lordship  mav  know  the  hand,  and  thus  bo 
en  'bliNl  to  detect  the  writer." 

•*I  do  know  the  hand,"  said  the  Earl,  as  he  re- 
ceivid  the  note  from  Mowbray;  "and,  allow  me 
to  say,  it  is  the  only  one  which  could  have  dared  to 
framo  any  calumny  to  my  prejudice.  I  hope,  Mr. 
Mowbny,  it  is  impossible  for  you  to  consider  this 
infamou.^  charge  as  any  thing  but  a  falsehood?" 

"  My  glaring  it  in  your  lordship's  hands,  withouf 
farther  inquiry,  is  a  sufficient  proof  that  I  hold  it 
such,  my  lord;  at  the  same  time  that  I  cannot  doubt 
for  a  nionient  that  your  lordship  has  it  in  your 
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power  to  overthrow  so  frail  a  caluniny  by  the  most 
Batistactory  evidence." 
^'UiKiuosiiunahly  I  con,  Mr.  Mowbrny,"  ^aid  the 

irl  •     "  fitr      lu.ui#l.iD    rtitr    Knincv     in     full     i-utudAutiKllI      i\f 


Earl;  for,  bi'sidts  my  being  in  full  posiWHKion  of 
tho  estate  and  tide  or  my  father,  the  Inte  Karl  of 
Etheriiitfton,  1  have  my  mther'a  contract  of  mar- 


riage, mv  own  certificate  of  baptipm,  and  the  (■>• 
dcnce  or  the  wliole  country,  to  establibh  my  right. 
All  llieae  shall  be  product^  with  the  least  delay 
poaaible.  You  will  not  think  it  surpriainK  that  on<: 
doea  not  (ravel  with  this  sort  of  documents  in  one's 
posi-ohaiBc." 

"Certainly  not,  mv  lord,"  said  Mo wbrav' ;  "it 
issuAcicnt  they  are  forthcoming  when  called  for. 
But,  may  I  inquire,  my  lord,  who  the  writer  of  this 
letter  is,  and  whether  he  has  any  particular  spleen 
to  gratify  by  this  very  impudent  assertion,  which 
is  80  easily  capable  of  bi'ing  disproved  ?*' 

"He  is,"  said  Ktherington,  "or,  at  least,  has  the 
reputation  of  being,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  a  near— a 
very  near  relation  of  my  own— in  fact,  a  brother  by 
the  fother*8  side,  but  illegitimate.— My  father  was 
fond  of  him— I  loved  him  also,  for  he  has  uncom- 
monly fine  partH,  and  is  accounted  highly  accom- 
plished. Rut  there  is  a  strain  of  something  irregular 
m  his  mind— a  vein,  in  short,  of  madness,  which 
breaks  out  in  the  usual  manner,  nndering  the  poor 
young  man  a  dupe  to  vain  imaginations  of  his  own 
dignity  and  grandeur,  which  is  perhaps  the  most 
ordinary  effect  of  insanity,  and  inspiring  the  deepest 
avsreion  Bf^ninst  his  nearest  relatives,  and  against 
mymlf  iti  [^articular.  He  is  a  man  extremely  plau- 
aible^  boih  in  speech  and  manners;  so  much  so,  that 
pany^  of  mv  inends  think  there  is  more  vice  than 
insanity  in  lUi;  irregularities  which  he  commits ;  but 
I  may,  I  hope,  be  forgiven,  if  I  have  formed  a  milder 
itidpnent  of  one  supposed  to  be  my  father's  son. 
Indeed^  I  cannot  help  being  sorry  for  poor  Frank, 
who  mieht  have  made  a  very  distmguished  figure  in 
the  world." 

''May  1  nsk  the  gentleman's  name,  my  lord?" 
■aid  Mowbray. 

"My  father's  indulgence  gave  him  our  family 
naiue  of  Tyrrel,  with  his  own  Christian  name  Fran- 
cis: but  his  proper  name,  to  which  alone  he  has  a 
right,  is  Martigny." 

^'Francis  Tyrrel!"  exclaimed  Mowbray;  "why, 
that  is  (he  name  of  the  very  person  who  made  some 
disturbance  at  (he  well  just  before  your  lordship 
arrived.— You  may  have  seen  an  advertisement— 
a  sort  of  placard." 

"  I  have,  Mr.  Mowbray,"  said  the  Karl.  "  Spare 
me  on  that  subiect,  if  vou  please— it  has  formed  a 
strong  reason  why  I  did  not  mention  my  connexion 
with  this  unhappy  man  before;  but  it  is  no  unusual 
thing  for  persons,  whose  imaginations  are  excited, 
to  rush  into  causeless  quarrels,  and  then  to  make 
discreditable  retreats  from  (hem." 

"  Or,"  said  Mr.  Af owbray,  "  he  may  have,  after 
all,  been  preven(ed  from  reaching  (he  place  of  ren- 
dezvous—it  was  that  very  day  on  which  your  lord- 
ship, I  think,  rccc>ived  your  wound;  and,  if  I  mistake 
not,  you  hit  tl>e  man  from  whom  you  got  the  hurt." 
/'Mowbray,"  said  Lord  Ktherington,  lowering 
his  voicc^  and  taking  him  by  the  arm,  "it  is  true 
that  J  did  so— and  truly  glad  I  am  to  observe, 
that,  whatevtr  might  have  been  (he  consixiuences 
of  such  an  accident,  they  cannot  have  been  mirious. 
—It  struck  me  afterwards,  (hat  the  man  by  whom 
1  wns  HO  strangely  as.saulted,  had  some  reseinblnnco 
ro  the  unfortunate  Tyrrel— but  I  had  not  seen  him 
for  years.— At  any  rate,  he  cannot  have  been  much 
hurt,  since  he  is  now  able  to  resume  his  intrigues 
»o  the  prtiiidice  of  my  characU-r."  . 

"  Your  lordship  views  the  thing  with  a  firm  eye," 
said  Mowbmy;  "firmer  than  I  think  most  people 
would  be  able  to  command,  who  had  so  narrow  a 
nhance  of  a  w.rape  so  uncomfortable." 

"Why,  I  am,  m  the  first  place,  by  no  means  sure 
ihat  the  risk  existed,"  said  the  Earl  of  Ktherington  ; 
"for,  as  I  have  often  told  you,  I  had  hut  a  very  iran- 
tient  glimpse  of  the  ruf!iBn ;  and.  in  the  second  place, 
1  am  sure  that  no  permanent  bad  conaequontx's  have 
ensued.    I  am  too  oM  a  fox-hunter  to  bo  afraki  of  a 


li'sp  after  it  is  c]cnTc<i,  as  I  hey  tell  of  the  fellow  who 
fainted  in  iht-  iruirnint;  at  the  si;;hi  of  the  precipice  be 
had  clambrnti  o\*  r  when  he  was  drunk  on  the  night 
U  fore.  The  man  who  wrote  that  letter,*'  touching  it 
\\ilh  his  finger,  "is  alive,  nnd  able  to  thn.aten  roe; 
ami  if  he  did  come  to  any  hurt  from  my  hand,  it  wu 
in  the  act  of  attempting  my  life,  of  whicu  I  shall  canr 
llie  mark  to  my  grave. 

-  "Nay,  1  am  far  fmm  blaming  your  lordship,"  said 
Mowbray,  "for  what  yr)u  did  in  self-defence,  but  the 
circurnHiance  might  have  turned  out  vtry  unpleasanL 
—May  I  ask  what  you  intend  to  do  wiih  (his  nnfbf' 
tunate  gentleman,  who  is  in  all  probability  in  the 
neighbourhood  ?'* 

I  must  first  discover  the  place  of  his  retreat,"  nid 
JjOTii  Ktherington,  "and  (hen  consider  what  is  (obc 
done  lK)th  for  his  safety,  poor  fellow,  and  my  own 
It  is  probable,  too,  that  he  may  find  khan^ers  to  prey 
upon  what  fortune  he  still  p(>?sess(.>s,  which,  I  ataore 
you,  it<  sufficient  to  attract  a  set  of  folk,  who  may  nin 
while  they  humour  him.— May  I  beg  that  you,  (ook 
will  be  on  the  outlook,  and  let  me  know  if  you  heir 
or  siv  more  of  him  ?" 

"  I  shall,  most  certainly,  my  lord,"  answered  Mow- 
brav ;  "  but  the  only  one  of  his  haunts  which  I  know, 
is  the  old  Cleikum  Inn,  where  he  chose  (o  take  up  hii 
residence.  He  has  now  left  it,  but  perhaps  the  old 
cralnfish  of  a  landlady  may  know  something  of  him." 

"I  will  not  fail  to  inquire."  said  I^rd  EtheringtoBj 
and,  with  these  words,  he  took  a  kind  farewell  of 
Mowbray,  mounted  his  horse,  and  rode  up  theaveme. 

"  A  cool  fellow."  said  Mowbray,  as  he  looked  afker 
him,  "a  d— d  cool  ftlluw.  this  brother-in-law  of  niiu^ 
that  is  to  be— takes  a  shot  at  his  father's  son  wilbu 
httle  remorse  as  at  a  blackcock— what  would  he  do 
with  me,  were  we  to  quarrel  ?— Well,  I  can  SDofT  i 
candle,  and  strike  out  the  ace  of  hearts;  and  n, 
should  things  go  wrong,  he  has  no  Jack  Raw  to  den 
with,  but  Jack  Mowbray." 

Mean  while  the  Earl  of  Ktherington  hastened  bona 
to  his  own  apartments  at  the  Hotel ;  and,  not  entirety 
pleased  with  the  eventsof  the  day.  commenced  a  letter 
to  his  correspondent,  agent,  ana  confidant,  Captain 
Jekyl,  which  we  have  rortunately  the  means  ol  pie- 
sen  ting  to  our  readers.— 

"  Friend  HAaav, 

"They  say  a  falling  house  is  best  known  bytfaa 
rats  leaving  it— a  falling  state,  by  (he  desertion  of 
confederates  and  allies- and  a  falling  man.  by  die 
desertion  of  his  friends.  If  this  be  true  augury,  joat 
last  letter  may  be  considered  as  ominous  of  my  nreik- 
ing  down.  Methinks,  you  have  gone  far  enoiiglL  and 
fihared  deep  enough  with  mc.  to  have  some  confwenes 
in  m  y  »flroi7/a  ire -some  httle  faith  boih  in  my  neaiif 
and  management.  \\  hat  cross-grained  fiend  has  il 
once  iniiipin'd  vou  with  what  I  sup^nise  you  wish  sM 
to  coll  politic  doubts  and  strruples  of  conscience,  bitf 
which  I  can  only  regard  as  symptoms  of  fear  and 
disaffection  7  You  can  have  no  iilea  of  *  duels  betwixt 
relations  so  nearly  connected'— and  'the  affair  seeoi 
very  delicate  and  intricate'— and  again,  'theniatKr 
has  never  been  fully  explained  to  you  —and,  moreova; 
'if  ^ou  are  expected  to  take  an  active  part  in  at 
business,  it  must  be  when  you  an>  honoured  with  ml 
full  and  unresi'rved  confidence,  otherwise  howcooH 
you  be  of  the  use  to  me  which  1  might  require?'  Sncfa 
are  your  expressions. 

"Now,  as  to  scruples  of  conscience  abont  IMT 
relations,  and  so  forth,  all  that  has  blown  by  withost 
much  mischief,  and  certainly  is  not  likely  to  occar 
again— besides,  did  you  .never  hear  of  friends  quarrel 
ling  bi>fore?    And  are  they  not  to  exercise  the  usHl 

Krivilcges  of  gentlemen  when  they  do?  Moreomi 
ow  am  I  to  know  that  this  plaguy  fellow  is  actuafiy 
related  to  me  ?— They  say  it  is  a  wise  child  knows  its 
own  father;  and  I  cannot  be  expe<:ted  wise  encuBh 
to  know  to  a  certainty  my  father's  son.— So  much  lor 
relationship.— Then,  as  to  full  and  unreserved  can- 
fidence— why,  Harry,  this  is  just  as  if  I  were  tonk 
you  to  look  at  a  watch,  and  tell  what  it  was  o'clock, 
and  you  were  to  reply,  that  tnily  yoii  could  not  inforn 
me,  because  you  had  not  exahuncd  the  springe^  dha 
counter-balunccs,  the  wheehs,  and  the  whole  iDMil 
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lachinpry  of  thf  little  timepiece.— Btit  the  upshot  of 
ie  whole  in  this.  Hnrrv  Joky],  who  is  as  8harp  a 
*l)ow  as  nny  other,  thinlcn  he  has  his  frirnd  Lord 
lrherin'-;ton  at  a  Hnad  look,  and  that  he  knows 
Ireaily  so  much  of  the  said  noble  lord's  history  as 
I  oblige  his  lordt^hip  (o  tell  him  the  wiiole.  And 
erhaps  he  ni>r  unreasonably  concludes,  that  the  cus- 
tdy  of  a  whnji.'  nccret  is  mure  creditable,  and  probably 
lorp  luomtive,  than  that  of  a  half  one;  and,  in  short,— 
e  is  r^f>olvid  to  make  the  most  of  the  cards  in  his 
and.  Another,  mi:ie  honest  Harry,  would  inkr.  the 
"ouble  to  re<^nU  to  vour  mind  pa«t  times  and  circum- 
lanct-s,  and  coii'Mi'ide  wiih  expressing  an  humble 
pinion,  that  if  Harry  Jekyl  were  asked  note  to  do 
oy  aervice  for  the  noble  lord  aforesnid,  Harry  had 
3t  his  reward  in  his  pocket  aforehand.  Bui  I  do  not 
nnie  lhiis«  becaut«e  I  would  rather  be  leaKUt.-d  with  a 
ienj  who  assists  me  with  a  view  to  future  profit, 
lan  from  resp<.'oi  to  benefits  already  received.  Tlie 
rst  lies  like  the  fox's  scent  when  on  his  last  legs, 
ncreasing  every  moment ;  the  other  is  a  back-scent, 
jowins  colder  the  longer  you  follow  it,  until  at  Inst 
t  becomes  impos9ib{e  lo  puzzle  it  out.  I  will  there- 
ore,  submit  to  circumstances,  and  tell  you  the  whole 
tory,  though  somewhat  tedious,  in  hopi»  that  I  con 
tmcluHe  with  such  a  trail  as  you  ^^'m  open  upon 
)it4st-high. 

"Thus  then  it  was.— Francis,  fifth  Earl  of  Ether- 
luton,  and  my  much-honoured  father,  was  what  is 
allied  a  very  eccentric  man— that  is,  he  was  neither 
I  wise  man  nor  a  fo\)I— hnd  loo  much  sens<>  to  walk 
into  a  wfll,  and  yi>t  in  some  of  the  furious  fits  which 
be  was  visited  with,  I  have  seen  him  quite  mad  enough 
to  throw  any  one  else  into  it— Men  said  there  was  a 
fanlunsinsithitv— but  it  is  an  ill  bird,  i^<?.,  and  I  will 
My  no  more  nboui  it  This  shatterbrained  peer  was, 
IB  other  respi-cts,  a  handsome  accomplished  man, 
with  an  expression  somewhat  haughtyj  yet  sin^i^ilarly 
pfeasinfi!  when  he  chose  it- a  man,  in  short,  who 
n»ht  push  iii.-)  fortune  with  the  fair  sex. 

**Lord  Eihrrin;;ton,  .such  as  I  have  described  him, 
hdnx  upon  his  travels  in  France,  formed  an  attach- 
nent  of  the  heart— ay,  and  some  have  pretended,  of 
the  hand  also,  with  a  certain  beautiful  on>han,  Marie 
M  Marti;;ny.  Of  this  union  is  said  to  have  sprung 
(for  I  am  determined  not  to  be  certain  on  that  point) 
ibatmost  incommodious pt^rsun,  Francis  Tyrrcl,  as  he 
alls  himsclC  but  as  I  would  rather  call  him,  Francis 
Xmiffny ;  the  latter  suiting  my  views,  as  perhaps  the 
former  name  ai^rees better  with  his  pretensions.  Now, 
I  Ml  too  good  a  son  to  subscribe  to  the  alleged  re;ni- 
iirity  of  the  marna^  between  my  right  honourable 
od  verv  good  li>ra  father,  because  my  said  right 
honnuranle  and  very  good  lord  did,  on  his  return  to 
England,  become  wedded  in  the  face  of  the  church, 
lo  mv  yory  affertionate  and  well-endowed  mother, 
4nn  Biilmerof  nulmer-hall,  from  which  happy  union 
lining  I,  Franris  Valentine  Rulmur  Tyrrel,  lawful  in- 
Mritor  of  mv  father  and  mother's  |oint  estates,  as  I 
mu  the  proud  possessor  of  their  ancient  names.  But 
he  noble  and  wealthy  pair,  though  ble,sso<i  with  such 
ip!cd:<e  of  love  as  myself^  lived  mighty  ill  together, 
lod  the  mther,  when  my  right  honourable  father, 
vnding  for  this  other  Sosi:^  this  unlucky  Francis 
Pynel,  senior,  from  France,  msiisted,  in  the  face  of 
Mtopriety,  that  he  sliould  reside  in  his  house,  and 
ifaarK.  in  all  respects,  in  the  opportunities  of  education 
jjf  which  the  real  Sosia,  Francis  Valentine  Buhner 
nrrreL  then  commonly  calle<l  Lord  Oakendale,  haih 
nfiieii  in  such  an  uncommon  degree. 

'^Various  were  the  inalrimomal  quarrels  which 
iiose  between  the  honoured  lord  and  lady,  in  conse- 
|iKfK«  of  this  unst^mly  conjunction  of  the  legitimate 
iDd  illf*9ptlinnte ;  and  to  those,  we,  the  subjects  of  the 
li^Nzte,  wen?  sometimes  very  properly,  as  well  as  de- 
wously,  mad«!  the  wiinesHn^.  On  one  occasion,  my 
i^hi  honourable  mother,  who  was  a  free  spoken  lady, 
band  the  language  of  her  own  rank  quite  inaduiuate 
0  express  the  strength  of  h«'r  generous  feelings,  and 
■qrrowing  from  the  vulgar  two  emphatic  wonls,  ap- 
tiod  iliem  to  Mane  lie  Martigny,  and  her  son  Francis 
>TTcl.  Never  did  Earl  that  i.-ver  wore  conmei  fly 
no  a  pitch  of  mori!  uncontrollable  rage,  than  did 
■r  rii^t  honourable  father :  and  in  ihe  ardour  of  liia 


reply,  he  adopted  my  mother's  phrnsrologv,  to  infi>nn 
her.  tlial  if  there  vas  a  whore  and  bastanl  connected 
with  his  house,  it  was  herself  and  h»T  brat. 

"I  was  even  then  a  sharp  little  fellow,  and  was  in* 
credibly  struck  with  the  rommunication,  which,  in 
this  hour  of  unsover:iahle  irritation,  had  i*scai>ed  my 
right    honourable  father.    It   is  tnie,  hn    instnnilv 

f^athert'al  himself  up  again ;  and,  he  perhaps  reeol- 
ecting  such  a  worn  as  bienmy,  and  mv  mi>lher.  on 
her  siile,  considering  the  coiiS(K]uenccs  of  stirh  a  thing 
as  a  descent  from  the  Counies;*  of  Etherington  into 
Mrs.  Buhner,  neither  wife,  ma'd,  nor  widow,  there 
was  an  apiMireni  reconciliation  bctwi^en  them,  which 
lasted  for  some  time.  But  the  speech  rt*mainod 
deeply  imprinted  on  my  remembrance;  the  more  so, 
that  once,  when  I  was  exerting  over  my  friend  Fmncis 
Tyrrel,  the  authority  of  a  leKitimate  brother,  and  Lord 
Oakendale,  old  Cecil,  my  father's  confidential  valet, 
was  so  much  scandalized,  as  lo  intimate  a  possibilit/ 
that  we  might  one  day  change  conditions.  These  two 
accidental  communicntifms  sornied  to  me  a  kev  to 
certain  long  lectun^a,  with  which  my  father  used  to 
n^^le  us  boys,  but  me  in  particular,  upon  the  extreme 
mutability  of  human  aH'airs. — the,dis,ippuintment  of 
the  best'gToiindetl  hopes  and  ext)ectation8, — and  the 
necessity  of  being  so  accomplished  in  all  useful 
branches  of  knowledge,  aft  might,  in  case  of  arcidenta, 
supply  any  defalcation  in  our  rank  and  fortune ;— as 
if  any  art  or  science  could  make  amends  for  the  loss 
of  an  Earldom,  and  twtOve  thousand  a-year!  All 
this  prosing  seemed  to  my  anxious  mind  designed  to 
prepare  me  for  some  unfortunate  change;  and  when 
I  was  old  enough  to  make  such  private  inquiries  as 
lay  in  my  power,  I  bei'ame  still  more  persuaded  that 
iny  right  honourable  father  nourished  some  thoughts 
o.  making  an  honest  woman  of  Marie  de  Martigny, 
and  a  legitimate  elder  brother  of  Francis,  after  his 
death  at  least,  if  not  during  his  life.  I  was  the  mors 
convinced  of  this,  when  a  little  afl^air,  which  I  chanced 

to  have  with  the  daughter  of  my  Tu ,  drew  down 

my  father's  wrath  upon  me  m  gn'at  abundance,  and 
occasioned  my  being  banished  to  .Scotland,  along 
with  my  brother,  under  a  very  poor  allowance,  with- 
out introduction.^  except  to  one  steady,  or  call  it  nisty, 
old  Professor,  and  with  the  charge  that  I  should  not 
assume  the  title  of  Lord  Oakendale,  but  content  my- 
self with  mv  maternal  grandfather's  nameof  Valentine 
Bulmer,  that  of  Francis  Tyrrel  l>eing  pre-occupied. 

"Upon  tliis  occasion,  notwithstanding  the  fear 
which  I  entertained  of  my  father's  passionate  temper, 
T  did  venture  to  say,  that  since  I  was  to  resign  my 
title,  I  thought  I  had  a  right  to  keep  my  family  name, 
and  that  my  brother  might  take  his  mother's.  I  wish 
you  had  seen  the  look  of  rage  with  which  i.iy  father 
resrardod  me  when  I  gave  him  this  spirittHi  hinu 
'  Thou  art,'  he  said,  ana  poused,  as  if  to  find  out  the 
bitterest  ejiitbet  tn  supply  the  blank— 'thou  art  thy 
mother's  child,  and  her  perfect  picturt^'— (this  seemed 
the  severest  reproach  that  occurR'd  to  him.)—'  Bear 
her  name  then,  and  b<far  it  with  patience  and  in  se- 
crecy ;  or,  I  here  mve  you  my  word,  you  hhiill  never 
bear  another  the  whole  days  of  your  life.'  This  sealed 
my  mouth  with  a  witness;  and  then,  in  allusion  to 
my  flirtation  with  the  daughter  of  my  Tu afore- 
said, he  enlarged  on  the  fully  and  iniquity  of  private 
marriages,  warned  me  that  in  the  country  I  wasgiung 
to,  the  mnrrimonial  noose  often  lies  hid  under  tlowers, 
and  thai  folks  find  it  twitched  round  their  neck  when 
thev  lenst  exf)ect  such  a  cravat ;  assured  me,  that  he 
had  very  particular  views  for  settling  Francis  and  mo 
in  life,  and  that  he  would  forgive  neither  of  us  who 
I  shoulil.  by  any  such  rash  entuniilements,  render  them 
■  iinnviiiling. 

I  "This  last  minalor\'  atlmonition  was  the  more 
I  toler:ibIi\  that  my  rival  had  his  share  of  it ;  and  so 
we  were  bundleii  otlti)  Scotland,  i-ouplM  up  Itke  two 
wiintcrs  in  a  dog-cart,  and— I  can  srieak  for  one  at 
least  -with  much  the  same  uncordial  lirlin«s  towards 
( aoh  ofh^ r.  I  often,  indeetl,  diltried  Francis IiH)king 
at  me  with  a  hiugiilar  expression,  as  of  pity  and 
anxiety,  and  oiiw  or  twice  he  si'emwl  dispoR«'<i  to 
tmteron  something  respecting  ilie  situation  m  which 
we  stood  towanis  en<^h  other;  but  I  felt  no  desire  to 
encourage  his  confidence.    Mean  time,  aa  wa  wen 
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nllrd.  bf  onr  father  n  diFKtimiK.  not  hmthrr's  but 
vo'if.iT^,  !io  we  came  to  b«ar  tuwnrd'^  lai-li  oth*T  the 
habit!"  i-f  conipntiionship,  ihoiiuh  crnrcflj-  of  I'rii'iiil- 
ship.  What  Francis  ihoimhr,  I  know  nut;  for  my 
part,  I  miiM  confesf^.  that  i  lay  by  on  the  watch  fiir 
■oRie  opportunity  when  I  iniuht  nw>ml  my  own  situa- 
tion With  my  I'athrr,  though  at  the  preiiidire  fif  my 
rival.  And  Fortune,  while  she  n^nied  '.i>  prevent 
Mich  an  opportunity,  involvd  ii:*  lM»ih  in  one  of  the 
•cransr^t  and  niofH  en  tangled  ma»'N  that  hfr  capn- 
cioua divmityship rvr:r  wove,  nnd  outofwhi'hl  am 
even  now  stniz^lino,  by  sleisht  nr  forc*\  ro  extricate 
mvself.  I  can  linrdiy  help  wonderini;,  even  y«-t,  at  the 
ocfd  conjunction,  which  lias  prrxluced  such  an  intri- 
cacy of  complicated  incidents. 

*'My  father  was  a  fm*at  tii>ort!*man,  ond  Francis 
and  I  had  both  inherited  his  tn^K  for  heid-s|)«>rt8 ; 
but  1  in  a  keener  and  more  ecstatic  <le^ree.  F^in- 
bur^h,  which  is  a  tolcrabh*  residence  in  winter  and 
•pnni!.  Iteromcfi  disnpreeable  in  summer,  and  in  au- 
tumn is  the  most  melancholy  f.  jmr  that  ever  ivs^r 
mortals  were  condi mned  to.  Ao  public  plans  are 
open,  no  inhabitant  of  any  (H^nsideratiim  reinniiis  in 
toe  town ;  those  who  cannol  ^et  away,  hide  them- 
aelves  in  obscure  corners,  as  if  nshamed  to  Ite  seen  in 
ihc  streets.— The  ^ntry  go  to  their  coiii»tr\'-hou8«-8 — 
the  citizens  to  their  tut  a-bathini^  quarters— ilie  lawyers 
to  their  circuits— the  writers  to  visit  their  country 
clients — and  ail  the  world  to  the  moors  to  shoot 
grouse.  We,  who  fell  the  indij^niry  of  remninini:  in 
town  during  this  deserted  searM»n,  rib'taine<l.  with  some 
difficulty,  permission  from  the  Karl  to  iv-iake  our- 
selves to  any  obacurr  corner,  and  sh«iot  prouFc,  if  we 
coiihi  eel  leave  to  do  so  on  our  gnneral  character  of 
En«lisn  students  at  the  University  of  Fdiiiburgh, 
without  Quoting  any  thing  more. 

"The  nrsi  year  of  our  banishment  we  went  to  the 
neiRhbourhoori  of  the  Highlands;  but  finding  our 
•port  interrupted  by  gameke^rjers  ami  their  gillies, 
on  the  second  occasion  we  established  oursi'ives  at 
this  little  village  of  St.  Ronan's,  wliem  tliiTC  were 
then  no  Spa,  no  fine  people,  nf>  (anl  tables,  no 
fizzes,  excepting  the  old  quiz  of  a  landlady  with 
whom  we  longrd.  We  f<»und  th»»  place  much  to  our 
I  mind;  the  old  landlady  had  interest  with  some  old 
ibllow,  agent  o(  a  non-residing  nobleman,  who  gav<t 
us  permission  to  sport  over  his  moors,  of  whirh  I 
availed  rnyself  keenly,  and  Francis  with  more  moder- 
ation. He  V  as,  indeed,  of  a  grave  musing  sort  of 
haliit.  and  often  preferred  solitar%'  walks,  in  the  wild 
and  Dcamiful  scenery  with  vfhich  the  Tillage  is  sur- 
rouiided,  to  the  use  of  the  gun.  He  was  attached  to 
fishing,  moreover,  that  dullest  of  human  amusements, 
and  this  also  tended  to  keep  us  considerably  apart. 
This  gave  me  rather  pleasure  than  concern ;— not 
that  I  hated  Francis  at  that  time ;  nny,  not  that  I 
greatly  disliked  his  society;  but  merely  because  it 
waa  unpleasant  to  l>e  always  with  one,  whose  for- 
tunes I  looked  upon  as  staraling  in  direct  opivosition 
to  my  own.  I  also  rather  despised  the  indirteri»nce 
about  sport,  which  indijcd  seemed  to  grow  upon  him ; 
but  my  gentleman  bad  better  taste  thnn  I  was  aware 
of.  If  be  sought  no  grouse  on  the  hill,  he  had  flashed 
a  pheasant  in  the  wood. 

"Clara  Mowbray,  daughter  of  the  Lord  of  the  more 
picturcsrjue  than  wealthy  domain  of  St.  Rfmnn's.  was 
at  that  time  scarce  sixteen  yars  old,  and  as  wild  and 
beautiful  a  woodland  nympii  as  the  imnginarion  cf\n 
fancy— simple  as  a  child  in  all  that  con<^'rnc:l  the 
world  and  us  wnysL  acute  as  a  needle  in  every  point 
of  knowledge  which  she  had  found  nn  opporr unity  of 
becoming  acquainted  with;  fearine  hnrrn  from  no 
onr,  and  with  a  lively  and  nntund  sirnin  of  wit,  which 
bmuglit  anmsement  and  gay^ty  wherrver  she  came. 
Her  motions  were  under  no  restraint,  save  that  of 
her  own  inmnation  ;  for  her  father,  though  a  en>Hs, 
peevian,  old  man,  was  confined  to  his  chnir  with  rhn 
(pMit^  and  her  orilv  companion,  a  girl  of  somewhat 
mfcrior  caste,  brtsd  up  in  the  utmost  defereru '  to  Miss 
Mowbray's  fancies,  aervcd  for  eouipany  indw'd  in  her 
atrolid  tiimugh  the  wild  country  on  foot  an<l  horse- 
back, but  never  thought  of  interfering  with  her  will 
and  pleasure. 

"The  extreme  loueUneas of  the  country,  (at  that 


tinH>,)  and  the  simplicity  of  its  inhabitanta,  seemed  lo 
render  these  excursions  perfect!)-  safe.  Francis,  happv 
dog,  tteeame  the  companion  of  the  damsels  on  sucti 
occasions  ihnn>;;h  the  following  accident.  Miss  Mow- 
bray had  dr•^9f-d  herself  ami  her  i-ompanion  Ifke 
country  wenrhe.*,  with  a  view  to  surprise  the  family 
of  one  of  their  bett'-r  sort  of  farmers.  They  had  ac- 
complished their  purpose  greatly  lo  their  satisfactioi^ 
and  wi-n>  hviiig  home  after  sunset,  when  they  were 
encoiintf  rr-*!  by  a  i-ouniry  fellow-  a  sort  of  Harry 
Jekyl  in  his  way— who.  being  equipped  with  a  kIsm 
or  two  of  whisky,  saw  not  the  nobility  of  Mood 
thrruigh  her  dis;jruisc,  ond  aci'ostcd  the  daughter  of  a 
huniin-d  sins  as  he  would  have  done  a  ewe-milker. 
.Miss  Mowbra)  remonctralcd— her  companion  scTeam- 
ed— up  came  «-oiJsin  Francis  with  a  lowlirgpifrce  oo 
his  shouldtT,  and  SiK^n  put  the  silvan  to  flight. 

"  This  waj*  the  beginning  of  an  act]iiaintana\w-hicb 
had  gone  grrat  lengths  befon'  I  found  it  out.  Thefiir 
(Mara,  it  s*  ems,  found  it  safer  to  roam  in  the  woodt 
with  an  esc(»rt  than  alone,  and  my  studious  and  sen- 
ti mental  n-laiivt-  was  alnio."*!  her  constant  comranion. 
At  their  age  !t  was  likely  that  some  time  m'lfuit  pan 
ere  they  came  to  undrrstnnd  each  other;  but  full 
confidence  and  intimacy  was  cstabliBhtd  between 
them  ere  I  heard  of  their  amour. 

''And  hen*.  Harr)*.  I  must  paui«e  till  next  morning, 
and  send  V(»u  tlicctmclusion  under  a  separate  cover. 
The  rap  which  I  had  over  the  elbow  the  other  day,  if 
still  tingling  at  the  end  of  my  fingers,  and  you  moiC 
not  be  critical  with  my  manuscript*' 
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Mu«l  I  tlmn  niv«l  out 

My  wcsved  up  foUiea  )^— 
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"I  nRsrsiR  my  pen,  Harr)',  to  mention,  without 
attempting  to  describe  my  surprii^e,  that  I<Yaoci% 
compi'lledf  by  circumstances,  made  me  the  confidiol 
of  his  love-intrigue.  My  urave  cousin  in  love,  and 
very  much  in  tlie  mind  o(  approaching  the  perikNii 
verge  <»f  clandestine  marriage  -he  who  used  every 
now  and  then,  not  mncli  to  the  inmn>vement  of  oar 
cordial  regard,  to  lecture  me  upon  filial  duty,  just  up* 
on  the  piiint  of  clipping  the  bridle  hinisolf!  Irould 
not  for  my  life  trll  whether  surprise,  or  a  feeling  of 
mischievous  satisfaction,  was  predominant.  1  tried 
to  talk  to  him  as  he  nsed  to  talk  to  me ;  hut  I  had  not 
the  gift  of  i>ersuasion,  or  he  the  power  of  understand- 
ing the  words  of  wisdom.  He  insisted  our  situatioB 
was  diHrmnt— that  his  unhapp>'  birth,  as  he  teruied 
it.  frpi'<l  him  at  l<  ast  from  d-^pendence  on  his  fathej'f 
absolute  will— th:it  he  had,  by  bequest  from  somer^ja- 
tive  of  his  mother,  a  modern  re  compelenc^  which 
Miss  Mowbray  ban  consented  to  share  with  hiin  y  in 
flnc,  that  he  desired  not  my  counsel  but  my  nttwl- 
ance.  A  moment's  considern lion  convinced  mc,  that 
1  should  be  unkind,  not  to  him  only,  but  to  myarIC 
unhss  1  cave  him  all  the  backing  I  could  in  this  bis 
most  dutiful  8(  heme.  I  recollected  our  right  honooT' 
able  father's  denunciations  against  Scottish  mar- 
riagc^  and  se(>ret  murriagcs  of  all  sorts,— denuncia- 
tions perhaps  not  the  less  vehement,  that  he  mfght 
feel  some  secrxH  prick  of  conscience  on  the  subiecl 
himself.  I  remembiTud  that  my  grave  brother  had 
always  been  a  favourite,  and  I  U)rgot  not— bow  was 
it  possible  I  could  forget— those  ominous  expresMoni^ 
which  intimnttd  a  possihiliry  of  the  hereditary  eataio 
and  honours  being  transferred  to  the  elder,  instead  of 
the  yonniser  son.  Now,  it  required  no  coniunr  to 
foresee,  that  should  Francis  commit  this  inexpiable 
crime  of  secretly  allviujg  himsrlf  with  a  Scotlifh 
beauty,  our  sire  would  joao  all  wish  to  accotnplifJi 
such  a  transfen*nce  in  his  fnvour;  and  while  my  bro* 
iher's  merits  wen*  altogether  ol)ai*urefJ  ^by  sueh  an 
unpardonable  aet  ofdisobedience,  my  ovvri,  no  longer 
overshadowrd  by  prt^judice  or  partiality,  w(Hild  shine 
forth  in  all  their  natural  brillinncy.  These  considera- 
tions, which  flashed  on  me  with  the  rapidity  of  light- 
ning, induced  mc  to  consent  to  bold  r>ank*8  back- 
hand during  the  i>erilou8  game  he  proposed  to  play. 
I  had  ofdr  to  taLe  care  uiat  my  own  ahare  in  iht 
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bmiM  not  b:^  bo  prominent  as  to  attract  my 
attention ;  and  this  I  wan  little  afraid  of;  for 
li  wafl  usiinlly  o(  tlint  vehement  and  forcible 
r,  which,  like  lightning  is  attracted  to  one 
>mt,  there  bursting  with  violence  as  undi- 
it  was  uncontrollable. 

>n  found  the  lovers  needed  my  assistance 
in  I  could  have  supposed  \  for  tncy  were  ab- 
ivices  in  any  sort  of  intnj^e,  which  to  me 
as  easy  and  natural  as  iymg.  Francis  had 
icted  by  some  tattling  spy  in  his  walks  with 
id  the  news  had  been  carried  to  old  Mow- 
lo  was  greatly  incensed  at  his  daughter, 
ittle  knowins;  that  her  crime  was  greater 
litting  an  unknown  English  student  to  form 
li  acquainiance  with  her.  He  prohibited  far- 
rcourse— resolved,  in  jualico-of-poace  phrase, 
e  counirvof  us;  and!  prudently  sinkmg  all 

of  his  dnught(;r's  delinquency,  commenced 
I  against  Francis,  under  pretext  uf  punishing 
in  ennroacher  upon  his  game,  but  in  reality 

him  from  the  neighbourhood.  His  person 
licularly  described  to  all  the  keepers  and 

about  Shaws-Castle.  and  any  ()ersonal 
-se  betwixt  him  and  Clara  became  impoasi- 
rpt  under  the  most  desperate  risks.  Nay, 
B  thfir  alarm,  that  Master  Francis  thought  it 
for  Miss  Mrjwbrav's  sake,  to  withdraw  as  far 
rn  called  Mnrchtnorn,  and  there  to  conceal 
miiutaining  his  intercourse  with  Clara  only 

as  then  I  became  the  sheet-anchor  of  the 
the  lovers;  it  was  then  my  early  dexter ty 
era  of  contrivance  were  first  put  to  the  test ; 
'ould  be  100  long  to  tell  you  in  how  many 
ind  by  how  many  contrivances,  I  acted  as 
tter-carrier,  and  go-between,  to  maintain  the 
'se  of  these  st>paratcd  turtles.  I  have  h.td  a 
1  of  trouble  in  that  way  on  my  own  account, 
r  half  so  much  as  I  took  on  account  of  this 
lovers.  I  scaled  walls  and  swam  livers,  set 
md.^  qunrterstaves,  and  blunderbusses  at 
;  and,  excepting  the  distant  prospect  of  self- 
which  I  have  hinted  at,  I  was  neither  to  have 
lor  reward  for  my  pains.  I  will  own  to  you, 
ra  Mowbray  was  so  very  beautiful— so  aoso- 
nfidiM^  in  her  lover's  friend— and  thrown  in- 
ck)se  intercourse  with  me,  that  there  were 
len  I  thought  that,  in  conscience,  she  ought 
ave  scrupfed  to  have  contributed  a  mite  to 
he  faithful  labourer.  But  then,  she  looked 
ty  itself;  and  I  was  such  a  novice  at  that 
lay.  that  I  did  not  know  how  it  might  have 
sinle  for  me  to  retreat,  if  I  had  made  too  bold 
ire — and,  in  short,  I  thought  it  best  to  con- 
elf  with  assisting  true  love  to  run  smooth,  in 
that  its  course  would  assure  me,  in  tlie  long- 
uarl's  title,  and  an  EarlV fortune, 
ling  was,  therefore,  ventured  on  my  part 
Nild  raise  suspicion,  and,  as  the  confidential 
■  the  lovers.  I  prepared  every  thing  for  their 
arriage.  The  pastor  of  the  parish  agreed  to 
the  ceremony,  Prevailed  upon  hy  an  ailment 
ised  to  him,  and  which  Clara,  had  she  guessed 
have  little  thanked  nie  for.  I  led  the  honest 
relieve,  that  in  declining  to  do  his  office,  he 
event  a  too  successful  lover  from  doing  jus- 
betrayed  maiden;  and  the  t.  ir-im.  wm\  I 
id  a  spire  of  romance  in  hit  J  -;  ■-  lun  re- 
nder such  pressing  circumsta^ri^..  Cm  iJh*  them 
office  ol  bmfling  inem  togethrr,  all  hough  ihr 
incc  iniuht  be  a  charge  of  irreiruhirlty  n^'alnn: 
Old  Mowbray  was  much  <rmfiiif«l  to  hin 
B  dauuhter  less  watche<i  sinc<?  Pr^ink  hiui  re- 
■om  the  nrighbourhiMKl— the  (jroth^r  (which, 
r,  I  shduld  have  said  before)  not  then  in  iho 
-and  it  was  settled  that  the  lovt-rs  should 
!he  ^>ld  Kirk  of  Saint  Ronnn'a  when  thf;  twi- 
ame  deep,  and  go  off  in  n  chaist*  for  England 
IS  thi^  ceremony  was  performed, 
n  all  this  was  arranged,  save  the  actual  ap- 
n  of  thf  day,  you  cannot  ccmceive  the  happi- 
the  gratitude  of  my  sage  brother.  He  looked 
lueU  as  approaching  to  the  sovenUi  heaven, 
G 


instead  of  losing  hi0  chance  of  a  good  fortune,  and  en- 
cumbering himself  at  nineteen  with  a  wife,  and  all  the 
probabilities  of  narrow  circumstances,  and  an  in- 
creasing family.  Though  so  much  younger  myaeU^ 
1  could  not  heb  wondering  at  his  extreme  want  of 
knowledge  of  the  worid,  and  feehn^  ashamed  that  I 
had  ever  allowed  him  to  take  the  airs  of  a  tutor  with 
me;  and  this  conscious  sup<*riority  supported  me 
against  the  thrill  of  jealousy  which  always  seised  me 
when  I  thought  of  his  carr>'ing  ofFthe  beautiful  prize, 
which,  witliout  my  address,  he  could  never  have  made 
his  own.— But  at  this  im(H>rtant  crisis  1  had  a  letter 
from  my  father,  which,  by  some  acciaenl.  had  long 
lain  at  our  lodgings  in  Edinburgh:  anfl  then  visited 
our  former  quarters  in  the  Highlands :  again  returned 
tr)  Edinburgh,  and  at  length  reachea  me  at  March- 
thorn  in  a  most  critical  time. 

"  It  was  in  reply  to  a  letter  of  mine,  in  which,  among 
other  matters,  such  as  good  boys  send  to  their  papas, 
descriptions  of  the  country,  accounts  of  studies,  exer- 
cises, and  80  fonh,  I  had,  to  fill  up  the  shi«t  to  a  duti- 
ful  h>ngth,  thrown  in  something  about  the  family  of 
St.  Ronan's,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  which  1  was 
writing.   I  had  no  idea  what  an  effect  the  name  wouki 

Eroduce  on  the  mind  of  my  right  honourable  father, 
ut  his  letter  sufficiently  expressed  it.  He  charged  me 
to  cultivate  the  acquaintance  of  Mr.  Mowbray  as  fast 
and  as  intimatelv  as  possible ;  and,  if  need  were,  to  in- 
form him  candidly  of  our  real  character  and  situation 
in  life.  Wisely  considering,  at  the  same  time,  that  his 
filial  admonition  might  be  nej^lected  if  not  backed  by 
pome  sufficient  motive,  his  lordship  frankly  let  me 
into  the  secret  of  my  granduncle  by  ttie  mother's  side, 
Mr.  S.  Mowbray  of  Nettlewood's  last  will  and  testa- 
ment, by  which  I  saw,  to  my  astonishment  and  alarm, 
that  a  large  and  fair  estate  was  bequeathed  to  the  eld- 
est son  and  heir  of  the  Earl  of  Eiherington,  on  condi- 
tion of  his  fumnng  a  matrimonial  alliance  with  a  lady 
of  the  house  of  Mowbray,  of  St  Ronan's.— Merry  of 
Heaven!  how  I  stared;  Here  had  I  been  making 
every  preparation  for  wedding  Francis  to  the  very 
girl,  whose  hand  would  insure  to  myself  wealth  and 
independence !— And  even  the  first  loss,  though  great, 
was  not  likely  to  be  the  last.  My  lather  spoke  of  the 
marriage  like  a  land-surveyor,  but  of  the  estate  of  Net- 
tlewoou  like  an  impassioned  lover.  He  seemed  to  dote 
on  every  acre  of  it,  and  dwelt  on  its  contiguity  to  his 
own  domains  as  a  circumstance  which  rendered  the 
union  of  the  estates  not  desirable  merely,  but  consti- 
tuted an  arrangement,  pointed  out  hy  the  band  of  na- 
ture. And  although  he  observed,  that,  on  account  of 
the  youth  of  the  parties,  a  treaty  of  marriage  could  not 
be  immediately  undertaken,  it  was  yet  clear  he  would 
approve  at  heart  of  any  bold  stroke  which  would  abo- 
hsh  the  interval  of  time  that  might  otherwise  inter- 
vene, ere  Oakendale  and  Nettlewood  became  one 
property. 

**Here,  then,  were  shipwrecked  my  fair  hopes.  It 
was  clear  as  sunshine,  that  a  private  marriage,  unpar- 
donable in  the  abstract,  would  become  venial,  nay, 
highly  laudable,  iA  my  father's  eves,  if  it  united  his 
heir  with  Clara  Mowbray ;  and  if  ne  really  bad,  asmy 
fears  suggested,  the  means  of  establishing  legitimacy 
on  my  broiher's  part,  nothing  was  so  Kkely  to  tempt 
him  to  use  them,  as  the  certainty  that,  by  his  doing 
so,  Nettlewood  and  Oakendale  would  be  united  into 
one.  The  very  catastrophe  which  I  had  prepared,  as 
fure  to  exclude  my  rival  from  his  father's  favour,  wa«* 
thus  likely,  unless  it  rotvid  be  prevented,  to  bc»come  n 
strong  motive  and  argument  for  the  Earl  placing  his 


riglits  above  mine. 


M  shut  myself  up  in  my  bednx>m ;  locked  the  door : 
read,  and  again  read  my  fathers  letter;  and,  insteml 
of  giving  way  to  idle  passion,  (beware  of  that,  Harn, 
even  in  the  most  desiwrate  circumstances,)  I  consi- 
dered, with  keen  investigation,  whether  somr  reme'lv 
4Tould  not  yet  be  found.  To  break  off  the  match  for  thr 
time,  would  have  been  easy— a  hitle  private  infonnn- 
tion  to  Mr.  Mowbray  would  have  done  that  with  a 
vengeance— But  then  the  treaty  might  be  renewed 
under  my  father's  auspices;— at  all  events,  the  shpn* 
which  I  had  taken  in  the  intrigiie  between  Clara  and 
my  brother,  rendered  it  almost  ini(H)SHible  for  me  to 
become  a  suitor  in  my  own  person.— Aiuid  thcae  pei 
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picxiticfl,  it  nidrlenly  ocourrrd  to  mv  adventiirouA  heart  \ 
mnd  conirivinK  l>rain— what  if  1  Mioulil  iH^rmJiiaie  the 
bridtvrooiii  ]— Thw  Atraiiiie  iluMiprht,  you  will  mcoi-  \ 
lecu  occurred  to  a  viry  youthful  hrnin— it  was  ban-  j 
wheel— it  rciurnwi— rcturnrtl  rij?aui  and  agnin— was 
▼iewed  und^rovcrydiriiTeni  .Mhnj)f—I»ecHnie  familiar— 
nvas adopttui.— It  v,a»  envy  to  tl.x  iho  apiiointrnfiic  with 
Clara  and  the  clorKyniun,  for  I  niaiia^cd  tho  whole 
correspondtnre— ihe  n'Si^nihlancc  beiwwn  FranciH 
and  nie  in  stature  and  in  proportion— the  diM^ine 
nvhich   we  were  to   assume— the  dnrkneHS  of  the 
church— the  hurry  of  the  nionu-nt— ini»?hi,  1  trusted, 

frcvenl  Clara  from  recognising  me.  To  the  niinjBter 
had  only  to  nay,  that,  though  1  hud  hiihurio  tnlkini 
of  a  friend,  I  myself  wa»  the  happy  man.  My  first 
name  was  Francis  as  well  as  \u»;  and  I  hod  found 
Clara  so  gentle,  m  confiding,  80  nattcringly  cordial 
in  her  intercoursi;  with  nie,  that,  once  within  my  pow- 
er, and  urevtnted  from  receding  bv  phume^  ami  a 
thousand  con tradictoryfcclinK*!  J  nan,  with  the  vanity 
of  an  avxmireiuc  df  arise  aim,  the  confidence  to  be- 
lieve I  could  reconcile  the  fair  lady  to  the  exchange. 
"There  certainly  never  came  8u<:h  a  thought  into  a 
madcap's  brain ;  and.  what  is  more  extraordinary-- 
but  that  you  already  know— it  was  mi  far  successful, 
that  the  marriage  ceremony  was  (KTformed  betwei;n 
na  in  the  presence  of  a  servant  of  mini\  Clara's  ac- 
Gommodaiinf^  companion,  and  the  priest.— We  got 
into  the  carnage,  and  were  a  mile  from  the  church, 
when  my  unlucky  or  lucky  brother  stopped  the  chaise 
by  force— ihrougii  what  means  he  had  obtained  know- 
ledge of  my  little  trick,  I  never  have  been  able  to  Itam. 
SonneH  has  been  faithful  to  mcin  too  many  instances, 
that  1  should  suspect  him  in  this  imi>ortant  crisis.  I 
jumped  out  of  the  carriage,  pitched  fraternity  to  the 
devil,  and,  betwixt  desperation  and  I'oinethmg  verv 
like  shame,  began  to  cut  away  with  a  amteau  at 
thaa»f^  wliich  1  had  provided  in  case  of  necetwitv.  — 
All  was  in  vain— I  was  hustled  down  under  the  wheel 
of  the  carriage,  and,  the  horses  taking  fright,  it  went 
over  my  body. 

"  Here  enns  my  narrative :  for  I  neither  heard  nor 
raw  more  until  I  found  myself  stretched  on  a  sick-bed 
many  miles  from  the  sr^neof  action,  and  Solmcs  en- 
gaged in  attending  on  nie.  In  answer  to  my  passion- 
ate inquiries,  he  briefly  informed  me,  that  Master 
Francis  had  sent  back  the  young  lady  to  her  own 
dwelling,  and  that  she  appeared  to  be  extremely  ill  in 
conse(|ueiice  of  tho  alarm  she  had  sustained.  My 
own  health,  he  assured  inc,  was  considered  as  very 
precarious,  and  added,  that  Tyrrel,  who  was  in  the 
rame  house,  was  in  the  utmost  p(.^rturbation  on  iMy 
account.  The  very  mention  of  his  name  brought  on  a 
crisis  in  which  1  brought  up  much  blood;  and  it  is 
singular  that  the  physician  who  attended  me— a  grave 
gentleman,  with  a  wig— considered  that  this  was  of 
service  to  ine.  I  know  it  frightened  me  heartilv,  and 
prepared  me  for  a  visit  from  Master  Frank,  which  I 
enuurud  with  a  tameness  he  would  not  have  experi- 
enced, had  the  usual  current  of  blood  flowed  in  my 
veins.  Hut  sickness  and  the  lam:et  make  one  very 
tolerant  of  sermonizing;.- At  last,  in  consideration  of 
being  relieved  from  his  accursed  presence,  and  the 
sound  of  his  infernally  calm  voice,  1  slowly  and  reluc- 
tantly acquiesced  in  an  arrangement,  by  which  he 
proposed  that  we  should  for  ever  bid  adieu  to  each 
other,  and  to  Clara  Mowbray.  I  would  have  hesi- 
Uted  to  this  last  stipulation.  *She  was,'  I  said,  *ni> 
wife,  and  I  was  entitled  to  claim  her  as  such.' 

"This  drew  down  a  ahower  of  most  moral  re- 
proaches, and  an  assurance  that  Clara  disowned  and 
detestttd  my  alliance,  and  that  where  there  had  been 
an  eswntial  error  in  the  pi^rson,  the  mere  ceremony 
could  never  be  accounted  binding  by  the  law  of  any 
Christian  country.  I  wonder  this  had  not  occurred  tu 
me;  but  my  ideas  of  marriage  were  much  founded  on 
plavs  and  novels,  where  such  devices  as  I  had  prac- 
tised  arc  often  resorted  to  for  winding  up  the  plot, 
withouiany  hint  of  their  illegality;  besides,  I  had  con- 
fided, as  I  mentioned  btfore,  a  lit  lie  too  rashly  per 
haps,  in  my  own  powers  of  persuading  so  young  » 
bride  as  Clara  io  be  contented  with  one  handsome 
fellow  instead  of  another. 
"  Solutes  took  up  the  arxoment,  when  Francis  re> 


leased  me  by  Icavins  the  ny.m.    He  spoke  of  my 
{arht.r'H  resnntmfiit,  should  this  enterprise  reach  hw 
<'ur!*— of  the  revenge  of  Mowbray  of  St.  Ronan'% 
whose  nature  was  both  haughty  and  mimed— of  risk 
from  the  laws  of  the  country,  and  0<xi  knows  what 
bugbears  bejtides,  which,  at  a  mitre  ad vo need  age,  I 
would  have  laughed  at.    In  a  word,  I  staled  the  ca- 
pitulation, vowed  t^n^'^''^  absi.nce,  and  banished 
rnv'Sf-lf,  as  they  say  in  this  country,  forth  of  Scotland. 
And  her^v  Harr\',  observe  and  respect  my  genius. 
Every  circumstance  was  acainst  me  in  this  negotia- 
tion.   I  had  been  the  aagressor  in  the  war;  1  was 
wounded,  and,  it  might  be  saki,  a  prisoner  in  my  an- 
ingonisrs  hands;  yet  I  could  so  far  avail  myself  of 
Monsieur  Muriigny's  ffreater  eagerness  for  peace,  fbst 
I  clogged  the  treaty  with  a  condition  highly  advanta- 
^■ous  to  invseif,  and  equally  unfavourable  to  him.— 
Said  Mr.  Francis  .Mnrtigny  was  to  take  upon  himself 
ihe  hunlcn  of  my  right  honourable  father's  disples- 
r^iire;  and  our  separation,  which  was  certairi  togiine 
immense  otFence,  was  to  be  represented  as  his  work, 
not  as  mine.    I  insiz^ted,  tender-hearted,  dutiful  firn^ 
as  I  was,  that  I  would  consent  to  no  measure  which 
^vas  to  bringdown  papa's  dispU»sure.    This  wasi 
sintqua  nun  in  our  negotiation. 

*  Voila  c«  que  e'eirt  d'avoir  de«  talent  t* 

"  Monsieur  Francis  would,  I  suppose,  have  taken 
the  world  on  his  shoiikiers,  to  have  placed  an  eternal 
Hepanition  betw^ixt  his  turtledove  and  the  falcon  who 
had  made  so  tK>ld  a  pounce  at  her.— What  he  wrote  to 
my  father,  I  know  not ;  as  for  myseIC  in  all  duty,  I 
represented  the  bad  state  of  my  health  from  an  ard- 
I  lent,  and  that  my  brother  and  companion  having 
t>een  suddenly  called  from  me  by  some  cause  which 
he  had  not  explained.  I  had  thought  it  necessary  to    j 
get  to  I^ndon  for  the  best  advice,  and  only  waited  bii    [ 
lordsliip's  permission  to  return  to  the  paternal  man-     f 
sion.    This  I  woon  received,  and  found,  as  I  expected     ) 
rhat  he  was  in  towering  wrath  against  mv  brodwr.     • 
for  his  disobedience ;  and,  after  some  time,  I  even  had 
reason    to  think,  (as  how  could  it   be  otherwise,    < 
Harry?)  that,  on  becoming  better  acquainted  with    '' 
(he  merits  and  amiable  manners  of  his  apparent  hdr, 
he  lost  any  desire  which  he  might  formerly  have  en- 
tertained, of  accomplishing  any  change  in  mycircnn- 
sitances  in  relation  to  the  world.    Perhaps  the  old 
peer  Mimed  a  little  ashamed  of  his  own  conduct,  and 
dared  not  aver  to  the  congregation  of  the  rifrhteooii 
(for  he  became  saintly  in  his  latter  days,)  the  veiy 
pretty  frolics  which  he  seems  to  have  been  guilty  of  m 
bis  youth.    Perhaps,  also,  the  death  of  my  right  hon- 
ourable mother  operated  in  my  favour,  siiice,  while 
nhe  lived,  my  chance  was  the  worse— there  is  no  say- 
ing what  a  man  will  do  to  spite  his  wife.— Enoopi 
he  died— slept  with  his  ri{^t  honourable  fathers,  and 
I  became,  without  oppositbn,  Right  Honourable  in 
his  stead. 

"  How  I  have  borne  my  new  honour^  thou.  HariTj 
and  our  merry  set,  know  full  well.  Newmarket  and 
Tattersal's  may  tell  the  resL  I  think  I  have  been  ai 
lucky  as  most  men  where  luck  is  most  prised,  aiid  ao 
[  shall  say  no  more  on  that  subject. 

"  And  now,  Harrv,  I  will  suppose  thee  in  a  moral- 
izing mood;  that  fs.  I  will  fancv  the  dice  have  ton 
wrong— or  your  double-barrel  has  nung  fin^or  #  rtf- 
tain  lady  has  looked  cross— or  bfw  »uch  weifhtj 
cause  of  gravity  has  occurred,  and  yon  pvoPvetM 
benefit  ofyoiir  seriousness.— '  My  dear  Eih^nngtuti, 
say  yon  pithily,  'you  are  a  precious  fool  i— Heit  V^. 
are,  stirring  up  a  "business  rsther  scondaloii*  in  itfeUi 
and  fraught  with  mischief  to  all  mncf  rned^a  hus^ 
ness  which  might  sleep  for  ever,  if  you  kr  it  al^oe^ 
but  which  is  sure,  like  a  sea-coal  fire,  to  burwi  inio  J 
flame  if  you  go  on  poking  it.  I  would  like  to  silt 
your  lordship  only  two  questions,'-;-say  you,  inth 
your  usual  graceful  attitude  of  adjusting  your  perpen- 
dicular shirt  collar,  and  passing  your  band  over  the 
knot  of  vour  cravat,  which  deserves  a  peculiar  macs 
in  the  7\<Mfiia— 'only  two  queaiwns— that  is.  Wi- 
ther you  do  not  repent  the  past,  and  whether  you  do 
not  tear  the  future  T  Very  comprehensive  quem 
these  of  youri^  Harry ;  for  they  respect  both  the  linu 
past  and  the  ume  to  come— one's  whole  liie.  inthoiu 
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However,  I  shall  endcayour  to  iinswcr  thcin  as  well 
U 1  may. 

"Rppent  the  pant,  Kiid  you?— Yes.  Harry,  I  think 
I  di>  repent  the  pn«t— that  is,  not  quite  in  the  parson's 
style  orrvpt-ntant  r,  which  reanmhles  yours  when  you 
have  the  heafiachi',  hut  as  I  would  rei>enl  a  hand  at 
cuds  which  1  had  nlaycd  on  falsi>  principles.  I  should 
kftve  beo^in  with  tin*  young  lady— availed  myself  in  a 
TOT  diffrreni  manner  of  Monsieur  Marti^i^ny's  ab- 
•enoc,  and  my  own  intimaev  with  her,  and  thus 
■VNHveded  htni,  if  {wissible,  in  the  damsel's  aHU'ctions. 
1^  Bchcne  1  adopu^d,  though  there  was,  I  think, 
both  boldness  and  dexterity  m  it,  was  that  of  a  no- 
vice of  oreniatiire  (?f.'^iu^  who  could  not  calculate 
dunces.  Su  much  for  repentance. —Do  I  not  fear 
thefuture?— Flarry,  I  will  not  cut  your  throat  for  sup- 
DOflinz  you  to  hnve  put  ihequestion,  but  calmly  assure 
,  that  I  nevor  feared  any  thing  m  my  life.     I  was 

_.a  without  the  sonsntion,  I  believe;  at  least,  it  is 
perfectly  unknown  to  me.  When  I  felt  that  cursed 
arbeel  pass  acros.s  my  breast,  when  I  felt  the  pisiol- 
baJ]  beriumb  my  ariiL  I  felt  no  more  ajntation  than 
at  the  bounce  of  a  eliampaffne-cork.  Hut  I  would 
not  have  you  think  that  I  am  fool  cnoui;h  to  ri^k 
plague,  trouble^  and  danger,  (all  of  which,  besides 
considemble  ezpenm*,  I  am  now  prepared  to  encoun- 
ter.) without  Si)me  adequate  motive, —and  here  it  is. 

From  various  quarters,  hints,  rumourfi  and  sur- 
miaea  have  reached  me,  that  an  attack  will  be  made 
>D  my  rank  and  status  in  society,  which  can  only  be 
q  behalf  of  this  fellow  Martigny.  (for  I  will  not  call 
turn  by  his  stolen  name  of  Tyrrel.) ,  Now,  this  I  hold 
to  be  a  breach  of  the  paction  betwixt  us,  by  which— 
that  ia,  by  that  which  I  am  determined  to  esteem  its 
troe  meaning  and  purport— he  was  to  leave  my  right 
honourable  father  and  me  to  settle  our  own  matters 
vithout  his  interfrrenrc,  which  amounted  to  a  virtual 
tavgnation  of  his  ri^jihts,  if  the  scoundrel  ever  bad 
iBf.  Can  he  exrcct  I  am  to  resign  my  wife,  and 
vbat  is  a  better  tning^  old  Scrogie  Mowbray's  estate 
of  Nettlewood,  to  gratify  the  humour  of  a  fellow  who 
leii  up  claims  to  my  title  and  whole  property  7  No, 

b|[ !  If  he  assails  me  in  a  point  so  important,  I 

will  retaliate  u(N)n  him  in  one  where  he  will  feel  as 
keenlj:  and  that  he  may  depend  upon.— And  now, 
■Htlunka,  you  come  upon  me  with  a  second  edition  of 
yoar  grave  remonstrances,  about  family  fouds,  un- 
aaiural  rencontres,  offence  to  all  the  feelings  of  all 
the  world,  et  cetera,  et  cetera,  which  you  might  usher 
in  moat  delcctahly  with  the  old  stave  about  nrethren 
dwelling  together  in  unity.  I  will  not  stop  to  inquire, 
wbetber  all  thcMi  delicate  apprehensions  arc  on  ac- 
aoant  of  the  Rarl  of  Rtherin^ton,  his  safety,  and  his 
npotation ;  or  whetlicr  my  frK'nd  Harry  JcRvl  l)e  not 
eouidenng  how  far  his  own  interfen:nce  with  such  a 
Baighty  buainc8.s  will  l)c  well  taken  at  Head -quarters; 
tad  ao,  without  pausing  on  that  question,  I  shall  bare- 
Vand  briefly  say,  that  you  cannot  be  more  sensible 
oiD  I  am  of  the  mad  new  of  bringing  mat  ten  to  such 
iaeztremity  — I  have  no  such  intention,  I  assure  you, 
vd  it  ia  with  no  such  purpose  that  1  invite  you  here. 
~Were  I  to  challange  Martigny,  he  would  refuse  me 
themeeting;  and  all  leas  ceremonious  wavsuf  arrang- 
■i  auch  an  aflair  are  quite  old-fashioned. 

It  is  true,  at  our  first  meeting,  I  was  Iwtrayed  into 
Ae  scrape  I  lold  you  of— just  as  you  ma^  have  shot 
jir  shot  of,  for  I  tnmk  you  arc  no  downright  hitter)  a 
kn-pheaaant,  when  flushed  within  distance,  by  a 
Mrt  of  inatinetivc  movement,  without  reflecting  on 
ihe  enormity  voii  are  aUmt  to  commit  The  trutn  is, 
Ibcfe  is  an  ignis  fatiius  inf1ucnre|  which  seems  to 
■nwrn  our  hous'  -it  (M>ured  its  wildfire  throuKh  my 
«ther*8  veins— it  has  descimded  to  mc  in  full  vigour, 
■Ml  every  now  and  then  its  impulse  is  irnisistible. 
Theiv  was  niv  enemy,  and  hen:  were  my  pistols,  was 
aU  I  bad  time  to  think  about  the  matter.  But  I  will 
baoD  my  guanl  in  future,  the  more  surely,  as  I  cannot 
receive  any  provoeaiion  from  him  ;  on  the  contrary, 
if  I  must  ronfcAs  the  tnith,  though  I  was  willing  to 
rioaa  it  a  little  in  my  firet  account  of  the  niatU'r,  (like 
neOaxetie,  when  ni'ording  a  defeat,)  1  am  certain 
he  would  never  \olunlarily  have  fired  at  me,  and  that 
lia  pistol  went  off  as  he  fell.  Vou  know  mc  well 
Boogh  to  be  aaaund,  ibat  I  will  never  be  again  in 


the  scrape  of  attacking  an  unrcsialing  antagoniat, 
wirre  he  ten  times  my  bn>ther. 

"  Then,  as  to  thin  long  tirade  about  hating  my  bro- 
ther—Hnrry,  I  do  not  hate  him  more  than  the  firat- 
bom  of  Euvpt  arc  in  general  hated  bv  those  whom 
they  exclude  from  entailed  estates,  and  so  forth— not 
one  landed  man  in  twenty  of  us  that  is  not  hated  by 
his  youn^^r  brothers,  to  the  extent  of  wishing  him 
quiet  in  his  grave,  as  an  abominable  stumbling-block 
in  their  path  of  lifi^  and  po  far  only  do  I  hate  Mon- 
sieur Martigny.  But  for  the  n.'st,  1  rather  like  him  aa 
otherwise;  and  would  he  but  die,  would  give  my 
frank  consent  U)  his  being  canonized  :  and  while  he 
lives,  1  am  not  dcbirous  thai  he  should  be  ex|)osed  to 
any  temptation  from  rank  and  riches,  those  main  ob- 
stacles t«)  the  self-denying  CAiurse  of  life,  by  which 
the  odour  of  sanctity  is  attained. 

"  Here  again  you  break  in  with  your  impertinent 
queri(»— If  I  have  no  purpose  of  quarrelling  personally 
with  Martigny.  why  do  I  cfmi).*  into  collision  witn 
him  at  all'?— why  not  abide  by  the  treaty  of  March- 
thorn,  and  remain  in  England,  without  again  ap- 
proaching St  Ronan's  or  claiming  my  maiden  bride? 

"Have  I  not  told  you,  I  want  him  to  cease  all 
threatened  attempts  upon  mv  fortune  and  dignity? 
Have  I  not  lold  you,  that  I  want  to  claim  my  wife, 
Clara  Mowbray,  and  my  estate  of  Nettlewood,  fairly 
won  by  marr\'ing  her?— And,  to  let  you  into  the  whole 
secn>t.  thou2h  Clara  is  a  very  pretty  woman,  yet  aha 
poes  for  so  little  in  the  transaction  with  me!  her  on- 
impassioned  bridegroom,  that  I  hope  to  make  some 
relaxation  of  my  rights  over  her  the  means  of  obtain- 
ing the  (concessions  which  1  think  most  important. 

**  1  will  not  deny,  that  an  averaion  to  awakening 
bustle,  and  encountering  reproach,  has  made  me  ao 
slow  in  looking  after  my  interest  triat  the  period  wQl 
shortly  expire,  within  which  I  ought  by  old  Scrog 
Mowbray's  will,  to  qualify  myself  for  becoming  hia 
heir,  hy  being  the  accepted  husband  of  Miss  Mow- 
bray of  St.  Ronan's.  Time  was— time  is— and,  if  I 
catch  it  not  hy  the  forelock  as  it  passes,  time  wdl  be 
no  more- Nettlewood  will  be  forfeiteil— and  if  I  have 
in  addition  a  lawsuit  for  my  title,  and  for  Oakendale, 
I  run  a  risk  of  being  altogether  cainitted.  I  must 
therefore,  act  at  all  risks,  and  act  with  vigour— and 
this  is  the  general  plan  of  my  campaign,  subject 
always  to  be  altered  according  to  circumstances.  I 
have  obtained— I  may  say  purchased— Mowbray's 
consent  to  address  his  sister.  I  have  this  advantage, 
that  if  she  agrees  to  take  me,  she  will  lor  ever  put  a 
stop  to  all  disagreeable  reports  and  rcoollectioos, 
founded  on  her  former  conduct  In  that  case  I  secure 
the  Nettlewood  property,  and  am  ready  to  wage  war 
for  my  paternal  (>state.  Indeed,  I  firmly  believe,  that 
should  this  happy  ctmsummation  take  plaoe,  Monsieur 
Martigny  will  Ih'  too  much  heart-broken  to  make  fur- 
ther fight,  but  will  e'en  throw  helve  af;er  hatchet  and 
run  to  hide  himself,  after  the  fashion  of  a  true  lover, 
in  some  desert  beyond  sea«. 

*fBut  supposing  the  ladv  has  the  bad  taste  to  be 
obstinate,  and  will  noneot  me^  1  still  think  that  her 
happiness,  or  her  peace  of  mind,  will  be  aa  dear  to 
Martigny,  as  Gibraltar  is  to  the  Spaniards,  and  that 
he  will  sacrifice  a  great  deal  to  induce  me  to  give  up 
!ny  pretensions.  Now,  I  shall  want  some  one  to  act 
as  my  agent  in  communicating  with  this  fellow;  for 
I  will  not  deny  that  my  old  appetite  for  cutting  his 
throat  may  awaken  suddenly,  were  1  to  hold  personal 
intercourse  with  him.  C'-oine  thou,  therffora  with- 
out delay,  and  hold  my  back-hand— <^'«>me,  for  you 
know  me,  and  that  I  never  left  a  kindness  unre- 
warded. 'To  l>e  specific,  you  shall  have  means  to  pay 
off  a  certain  inconvenimt  mortgage,  without  trou- 
bling the  trib<>  of  Issachar,  if  you  will  l>c  but  true  to 
me  in  this  matter— Come,  thenifon',  without  further 
apologies  or  further  delay.  There  shall,  I  give  yoa 
my  word,  neither  be  risk  or  offence  in  ihe  nart  of  the 
drama  which  I  intend  to  commit  to  your  cnargc. 

'* Talking  of  the  drama,  we  had  a  miserahle  at- 
tempt at  a  sort  of  bastard  tlieatricjils,  at  Mowbray's 
rat-;;nawi*d  mansion.  ThiTe  went  two  things  worth 
noticing— One,  that  I  lost  all  the  couragi'  (Hi  which  I 
piqued  myself,  and  fairlv  tied  from  the  pu,  rather  than 
pnaent  myaelf  belore  Uiaa  ('Lara  Mowbray,  wbm  il 
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came  to  the  mish.  And  npon  this  T  prav  you  to  re- 
mark, tiint  I  am  a  person  of  flingular  delicocy  and 
modeaty,  insrcad  of  beiriK  tht>  Drawcnnsir  and  Dare- 
devil that  vou  would  make  of  nir.  Tljef  other  memo- 
rabile  is  of  a  more  delicate  natun-,  reapeciinff  ihc  con- 
duct of  a  certain  fair  lady,  who  stccmed  detcnnincd  to 
fling  herself  at  my  head.  There  is  a  wonderful  de- 
gree of  freemaaonry  among  U8  folk  of  Bpirit ;  and  it 
10  astonishing  how  soon  we  can  place  ourselves  on  a 
footing  with  neglected  wives  and  disconlcntrd  daugh- 
ters. If  you  come  not  soon,  one  of  the  rewards  held 
out  io  you  in  my  former  letter,  will  certainly  not  be 
forthcoming.  No  schoolboy  keeps  gingerbread  for 
his  comrade,  without  feeling  a  desire  to  nibble  a(  it ; 
80,  if  you  a^tpear  not  to  look  after  your  own  interest, 
say  you  had  fair  warning.  For  mv  own  part,  I  am 
rather  embarrassed  than  gratified  by  the  prospect  of 
such  an  affair,  when  I  have  on  the  tapis  another  of 
a  different  nature.  This  enigma  I  will  explain  at 
meeting. 

**  Thus  finishes  my  long  communication.  If  my 
motives  of  action  60  not  appear  explicit,  think  in 
what  a  maze  fortune  has  mvolved  me,  and  how 
much  must  necessarily  depend  on  the  chapter  of 
accidents. 

"Yesterday  I  may  be  said  to  have  opened  my 
siege,  for  I  presented  myself  before  Clara.  I  had  no 
very  flattering  rei*eption— that  was  of  Httle  consc- 

?iuence.  for  I  did  not  expect  one.  By  alarming  her 
cars,  1  made  an  impression  thus  far,  that  she  ac- 
quiesces in  my  appearing  befon;  her  as  her  brother's 
guest,  and  this  is  no  small  point  gained.  She  will 
become  accustomed  to  look  on  me,  and  will  remem- 
ber with  less  bitterness  the  trick  which* I  played  her 
formerly ;  while  I,  on  the  other  hand,  by  a  similar 
force  of  habit,  will  s^et  over  certain  awkward  feelings 
with  which  I  have  been  compunctiouslv  visited  when- 
ever I  look  upon  her.— Adieu !  Health  and  brother- 
hood. 

"Thirie, 

"Ethxbizcgton. 


CHAPTER  XXVII. 

THX   BBPLT. 

Ttioo  iMwrett  a  prpcimu  bordmi,  tratl*  pout, 

ISitra  and  lotphtar^-itec  that  it  explode  not  i~OU  Aay. 

"I  HAVB  received  your  two  long  letters,  my  dear 
Etherington,  with  raual  surprise  and  interest;  for 
what  I  knew  of  your  Scottish  adventures  before,  was 
by  no  means  sufficient  to  prepare  me  for  a  statement 
so  perversely  complicated.  The  Ignis  Fatuus  which, 
you  say,  governed  your  father,  seems  to  have  ruled 
the  fortunes  of  your  whole  house,  there  is  so  much 
eccentricity  in  all  that  you  have  told  me.  But  Tt'r'm- 
porte.  Etherington,  you  were  my  friend— you  held  me 
up  when  I  was  completely  broken  down ;  and,  what- 
ever you  may  think,  my  services  are  at  your  com- 
mand much  more  from  reflections  on  the  past,  tfian 
hopes  for  the  future.  I  am  no  speech-maker,  but 
this  you  may  rely  on  while  I  continue  to  be  Harry 
Jekyf.  You  have  deserved  some  love  at  my  hands, 
Etherington,  and  you  have  it. 

"  Perhaps  I  love  you  the  better  since  your  perplexi- 
ties have  become  known  to  me;  for,  my  dear  Ether- 
ington, you  were  before  too  much  an  obiect  of  envy 
to  be  entirely  an  object  of  affection.  What  a  happy 
fellow !  was  the  song  of  all  who  named  you.  Rank, 
and  a  fortune  to  maintain  it— luck  sufficient  to  repair 
all  the  waste  that  you  could  make  in  your  income, 
and  skill  to  hack  that  luck,  or  supply  it^  should  it  for 
a  moment  fail  you.— The  cards  turning  up  as  if 
to  your  wish— tlie  dice  rolling,  it  almost  seemed 
at  your  wink— it  was. rather  your  look  than  the  touch 
of  your  CUP  that  sent  the  ball  into  the  pocket.  You 
seemed  to  have  fortune  in  chain^  and  a  man  of  less 
honour  would  have  been  nlnnost  susiiccted  of  helping 
his  luck  by  a  little  art.— You  won  every  bet;  antl  the 
instant  that  yon  were  intenisiiti,  one  might  have 
named  the  winning  horse— it  was  always  that  which 
you  were  to  gain  most  by.—  Y011  never  held  out  your 
piece  but  the  ganw  went  down— and  then  the  women! 
—  with  (ace,  manners,  person,  and,  above  all,  your 


tongue— what  wild  work  hare  yoo  made 
tlietn !— (ioi;d  heiiven!  and  have  you  had  the  o 
sw 

whili 


ord  hanging  over  your  head  by  aVirse^iair  all  th 

liUf  ?— Has  your  rank  been  dtaibiful  7— Your  ft 
tnne  unsettled  T— And  yoar  luck,  so  constant  in  ere 
thing  else,  has  that,  as  well  as  your  prMlominant  ii 
fluence  with  the  women  failed  you,  when  you  wiib 
to  fonn  a  connexion  for  life,  and  when  the  care 
j'our  fortune  rHiuirt.'d  you  to  do  so?— Etherington, 
am  astoiDFhed  I— The  llowbray  scrape  I  alwa; 
thoirglit  an  inconvenient  one,  as  well  as  the  quan 
with  this  same  Tyrrcl,  or  Martigny ;  but  I  waa  f\ 
from  guessing  the  complicated  nature  of  yoar  pe 
plexities.  .^.  ^  ^ 

"  But  I  must  not  mn  on  in  a  manner,  which  tbooc 
it  relieves  my  own  marvelling  mind,  cannot  be  yei 
pleasant  to  y<m.  Enough,  I  look  on  my  obligatioi 
to  you  as  more  light  to  be  borne,  now  1  have  ton 
chance  of  repaying  them  to  a  certain  extent;  bv 
even  were  the  full  debt  paid,  I  would  rt  main  as  muc 
attachal  to  you  as  ever.  It  is  your  friend  who  speak 
Etherington ;  and,  if  he  offers  his  advice  in  soon 
what  plain  language,  do  not,  I  entreat  you,  siipp» 
that  your  confidence  has  encouraged  an  offenaii 
familiarity,  but  consider  me  as  one  w  ho,  in  a  weighi 
matter,  writes  plainly,  to  avoid  the  teaat  chanee* 
niis(N)nstruction. 

'*  Eiiierington,  your  conduct  hitherto  has  resembk 
any  thing  father  than  the  coolness  and  judgmei 
which  arc  so  peculiarly  your  own  when  you  chooee ; 
display  them.  1  pass  over  the  maraoerade  of  ym 
marriagt^— it  was  a  boy's  tricky  which  conld  hard 
have  availed  you  much,  even  if  successful ;  for  whi 
sort  of  a  wife  would  you  have  acquired,  had  this  sain 
Clara  Mowbray  proved  willing  to  have  accef*ted  th 
chanffe  which  you  had  put  upon  her,  and  transfene 
herst^lf.  without  repugnance,  from  one  bridegroom  t 
another?— Poor  as  I  am,  I  know  that  neither  Nettk 
wood  nor  Oakendale  should  have  bribed  me  to  mair 
such  a 1  cannot  decorously  fiU  up  the  blank. 

"Neither,  my  dear  Etherington,  can  I  forgive  yo 
the  trick  you  put  on  the  clergyman,  in  whose  we 
you  destroyed  the  poor  giri's  character  to  induce  hfli 
to  consent  to  perform  the  ceremony,  and  have  thw 
by  perhaps  fixed  an  indelible  stain  on  her  for  life- 
this  was  not  a  fair  ruse  dt  gvrrrc—At  it  is,  ya 
have  taken  little  by  your  stratagem— unless,  indeed 
it  should  be  difficult  for  the  young  lady  to  prove  tb 
imposition  put  upon  her— for  that  being  admitted,  tb 
marriage  certainly  goes  for  nothing.  At  least,  tb 
only  use  you  can  make  of  it,  would  be  to  drive  » 
into  a  more  formal  union,  for  fear  of  having  tm 
whole  unpleasant  discussion  brought  into  a  cooit  0 
law ;  and  in  this,  with  all  the  advanta^vs  yon  ppe 
sess,  joined  to  your  own  arts  of  Dersiiasion,  and  he 
brother's  influence,  I  should  think  you  very  likely  » 
succeed.  All  women  are  necessarily  the  slaves  c 
their  reputation.  I  have  known  some  to  have  pv« 
up  their  virtue  to  preserve  their  character,  whicii  h 
after  all,  only  the  shadow  of  it.  I  therefore  wouW  no 
conceive  it  difficult  for  Clara  Mowbray  to  permiad 
herself  to  become  a  countess,  rather  than  be  tli 
topic  of  conversation  for  all  Britain,  while  a  lawsoi 
betwixt  you  is  in  dependence ;  and  that  may  be  fii 
the  greater  part  of  both  your  lives. 

"But,  in  Miss  Mowbray's  state  of  mind,  it  ma 
require  time  to  bring  her  to  such  a  conclusion;  ao 
I  fear  vou  will  be  thwarted  in  your  operations  by  voi 
rival— i  will  not  offend  you  by  calling  him  your  on 
then  Now,  it  is  here  that  I  think  wit  n  pleasure  I  lai 
be  of  some  use  to  you,— under  this  special  conditkH 
that  there  shall  be  no  thoughts  of  farther  viole« 
taking  place  between  you.  However  you  mayasi 
smoothed  over  your  renaintre  to  yourself,  there  tan 
doubt  that  the  public  would  have  regarded  any  acc 
dent  which  might  have  befallen  on  thai  occasion,  ■ 
a  crime  of  the  deepest  dye,  and  that  the  law  won 
have  followed  it  with  the  most  severe  punishmefl 
And  for  all  that  I  have  said  of  my  serviceable  dispoi 
tion,  I  would  fain  stop  short  on  this  side  of  thefi 
lows— my  neck  is  too  long  already.  Without  a  jif 
Etherington.  you  must  he  ruled  by  counseHn  lb 
I  matter.  I  ae'tect  your  hatred  to  tnis  man  in  en^ 
I  line  of  your  letter,  even  when  you  write  with  tl 
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icreateat  coolnera;  even  where  there  i»  an  aiuvmtion 
of  eavety,  I  read  your  sentiments  on  this  BuMect: 
andtney  are  auch  aa— I  will  not  preach  toyou— I  will 
not  aay  a  guod  man— but  such  as  every  wise  man— 
everv  man  who  wishes  to  live  on  fair  terms  with  the 
world,  and  to  escape  general  malediction,  and  ner 
htps  a  violent  death,  where  all  men  will  clap  their 
hands  and  ppjoice  at  (he  punishment  of  the  fratricide, 
-would,  with  all  posaible  speed  eradicate  from  his 
breast.    My  wrvices  therefore,  if^  they  are  worth  your 
acceptance^  are  oflereu  on  the  condition  that  this  un- 
holy hatred  be  subdued  with  the  utmost  force  of  your 
powerful  mind,  and  that  you  avoid  every  thing  which 
can  possibly  lead  to  such  a  catastrophe  as  you  have 
twice  narrowly  cacapfxi.    I  do  not  ask  you  to  like  this 
man,  for  I  know  well  the  deep  root  which  your  preju- 
dices hold  in  your  mind ;  1  merely  ask  you  to  avoid 
him,  and  to  think  of  him  aa  one,  who,  if  you  do  meet 
him,  ean  never  be  the  objed  of  personal  resentment 
"On  these  conditions,  I  will  mstantly  join  you  at 
your  Spa,  and  wait  but  your  answer  to  throw  myself 
into  toe  poet -chaise.    I  will  seek  out  this  Martigny 
foryoo,  and  I  have  the  vanity  to  think  I  shall  be  able 
to  persuade  him  to  take  the  cotirse  which  his  own  true 
interest,  as  wi'li  as  yours  so  plainly  |>oints  out— and 
that  i^  to  depart  ana  make  us  free  of  him.    You  must 
ml  grudge  a  round  sum  of  money,  should  that  prove 
necnsary— we  nnist  make  wings  tor  him  to  fly  with, 
aad  I  must  be  empowered  by  you  to  thai  purpose.    I 
caoDot  think  you  have  any  ihmg  serious  to  ff)nr  from 
a  lavsuiL    Your  father  threw  out  this  sinister  hint  at 
a  moment  when  he  was  enraged  at  his  wife,  and  irri- 
tated by  his  son ;  and  I  have  little  doubt  that  his  e.x- 
preaions  were  merely  flashes  of  anger  at  the  mo- 
raent,  though  I  see  they  have  made  a  deep  impression 
OD  jrpu.    At  all  events,  he  spoke  of  a  preference  to  his 
lUqiitimate  son,  as  something  which  it  was  in  his 
own  power  to  give  or  to  withhold;  and  he  has  died 
without  bestowing  it    The  family  seem  addicted  to 
itrexoiBr  matrimony,  and  some  leh-handed  marria;^ 
there  may  have  been  used  to  propitiate  the  modesty, 
and  save  the  conscience,  of  the  French  lady  ;  but. 
that  any  thing  of  the  nature  of  a  serious  and  legal 
ccieinony  took  place,  nothing  but  the  strongest  proof 
can  make  uie  believe. 

M  repeat,  then,  that  I  have  Httle  doubt  that  the 
eiaiiias  of  Martigny,  whatever  they  are,  may  be  easily 
coDpounded,  and  England  made  clear  of  him.  This 
will  be  more  easily  done,  if  be  really  entertains  such 
t  romantic  passion,  as  you  describe,  for  Miss  Clara 
Mowbray.  It  would  be  easy  to  show  him,  that 
whether  she  is  disposed  to  accept  your  lordship's  hand 
or  not,  her  quiet  and  peace  of  mind  must  depend  on 
hia  leaving  the  country.  Rely  on  it,  1  shall  find  out 
the  wa^  to  smooth  him  down,  and  whether  distance 
or  the  grave  divide  Martigny  and  vou,  is  very  little  to 
thepurpo^'Y ;  unless  in  so  far  as  the  one  point  can  be 
•naiDcd  with  honour  and  safety,  and  the  oilier,  if 
attempted,  would  only  make  all  concerned  the  sub- 
j«^ol  scneral  execration  and  deser\'ed  punishment, 
^peak  the  word,  and  I  attend  you,  as  your  truly 
Sratibful  and  devoted  "  HsNaY  Jektl." 

To  (hi«  admonitory  epistle,  the  writer  received,  in 
ue  eourae  of  post,  the  foUo  wing  answer  :— 

**  Xy  truly  grateful  and  devoted  Henry  JekyI  has 
tdopiMl  a  tune,  which  seems  to  be  exalted  without 
•ay  occasion.  Why,  thou  suspicious  immitor,  have 
I  not  rrpcated  a  hundred  times  that  I  repent  sincerely 
4f  the  foolish  ri'ncontre,  and  am  determined  to  euro 
By  temper,  and  be  on  my  guard  in  future— And  what 
and  you  come  upon  me,  with  your  long;  lesRon  about 
neermiion,  and  punishment,  and  fratncid&  and  so 
fcrihl— You  dual  with  an  argument  as  a  boy  does 
with  the  first  hare  he  shoots,  which  he  never  thinks 
dead  till  he  has  fired  tfie  second  barrel  into  her. 
What  a  fellow  you  would  have  been  for  a  lawyer! 
howbng  you  would  have  hHd  forth  upon  the  pliiin- 
w  cause,  until  the  popr  bothered  judge  was  annust 
wiUinc  to  decide  ai^ainst  justice,  that  he  might  bo 
Keven^  on  you.  ff  I  must  repeat  what  I  have  said 
twenty  tinirs,  I  tell  you  I  have  no  thoughts  of  pro- 
~^^~  ^  with  this  £bUow  as  I  would  with  another.    If 


mf  father's  blood  be  in  his  veins,  it  shall  save  the 
skin  his  mother  gave  him.  And  so  come,  without 
more  parade,  either  of  stipulation  or  argument.  Thou 
art,  indeed,  n  curious  animal!  One  would  think,  to 
read  your  communication,  that  you  had  youraell 
discovered  the  pmpriety  of  acting  as  a  negotiator,  and 
the  reasons  which  might,  in  the  course  of  such  a 
treaty,  be  urged  with  advantage  to  induce  this  fellow 
to  leave  the  countrv'— Why,  this  is  the  very  courts 
chalked  out  in  my  last  letter!  You  are  bolder  than 
the  boldest  gipsv,  for  you  not  only  steal  my  ideas,  and 
disfigure  them  that  they  may  pass  for  yours,  but  you 
have  the  assurance  to  come  a-begging  with  them  to 
the  door  of  the  onginal  parent !  No  man  like  you  for 
stealing  other  men  s  inventions,  and  cooking  tnemup 
in  your  own  way.  However,  Harry,  hating  a  little 
sell-conceit  and  assumption,  thou  art  as  honest  a 
fellow  as  ever  man  put  faith  in— clever,  too,  in  your 
own  style,  though  not  <)uite  the  genius  you  would  fain 
pass  for.— Come  on  thine  own  terms,  and  come  aa 
speedily  as  thou  canst.  I  do  not  reckon  the  promiaa 
1  made  the  less  binding,  that  you  very  generously  makd 
no  allusion  to  it  ^ 

"Thine. 

*  Ethebixoton. 

"  p.  8.  One  single  caution  I  must  add— do  not 
mention  iny  name  to  any  one  at  Harrowgatc,  or  yotir 
prospect  of  meeting  me,  or  the  route  which  you  are 
about  to  take.  On  the  purpose  of  your  journey,  it  it 
unnecessary  to  recommend  silence.  I  know  not 
whether  such  doubts  are  natural  to  all  who  have 
secret  measures  to  pursue,  or  whether  nature  has 

f'ven  me  an  unusual  share  of  anxious  suspicion;  but 
cannot  divest  myself  of  the  idea,  that  I  am  cloaelv 
watched  hy  some  one  whom  1  cannot  discover.  Al- 
though I  concealed  my  purpose  of  coming  hither  from 
all  mankind  but  you,  whom  I  do  not  for  an  instant 
suspect  of  blnbbtng,  yet  it  waa  known  to  this  Mar* 
tigny,  and  he  is  down  here  before  me.  Again,  I  said 
not  a  word— gave  not  a  hint  to  any  one  of  my  views 
towards  Clara,  yi>t  die  tattling  people  here  bad 
spread  a  report  of  a  marriage  depending  between  us, 
even  before  I  could  make  the  motion  to  her  brother. 
To  be  sure^  in  such  society  there  is  nothing  talked  ,ot 
but  marrying  and  giving  in  marriage;  and  this, 
which  alarms  me,  as  connected  with  my  own  private 
purposes,  may  lie  a  bare  rumour,  arising  out  of  th« 
gossip  of  Uie  plac^;— Yet  I  feel  like  the  poor  woman 
m  the  old  story,  who  felt  herself  watched  by  an  eye 
that  glared  upon  her  from  behind  the  tapestry. 

"I  should  have  told  vou  in  my  last,  that  I  had 
boen  recognised  at  a  puUic  entertainment  by  the  old 
clergyman,  whopronounced  the  matrimonial  blessing 
on  clam  and  nie,  nearly  eight  years  ago.  Heinsisiea 
upon  addressing  me  by  the  name  of  Valentine  Bulmer, 
under  which  I  was  then  best  known.  It  did  not  suit 
nie  at  present  to  put  him  into  my  confidence,  so  I  cut 
him  Harry,  as  I  would  an  old  pencil.  The  task  was  the 
less  diflieult,  that  I  had  to  do  with  one  of  the  moat 
absent  men  that  ever  dreamed  with  hie  eyes  opeiu 
I  verily  believe  he  might  be  persuaded  that  the  whok< 
transaction  was  a  vision,  and  that  he  had  never  in 
reality  seem  me  before.  Your  pious  rebuke,  there- 
fore, about  what  I  told  him  ibrmerly  concerning  tho 
lovers,  is  quite  thrown  away.  After  all,  if  what  I 
said  was  not  accurately  true,  as  I  certainly  believe  it 
was  an  exaggeration,  it  was  all  8aint  Francis  of 
Martigny'a  fault,  I  suppose.  I  am  sure  he  had  love 
and  opportunitv  on  his  side. 

"  Here  you  have  a  postscript,  Harry,  longer  than 
the  letter,  hut  it  must  condude  with  the  same  burdcii 
—Come,  and  come  quickly." 


CHAPTER  XXVIII. 

THE    FRIGHT. 

An  vhakei  Mie  buurh  of  trrmblinf  leaf. 

W)tenm<iden  wliirlwindiiri«: 
Ai  ftandii  acluuit  the  wnrrior  chMf, 

When  hi*  tMm  army  fliec 

It  had  boon  settled  hy  all  who  took  the  matter  intc 
considarqiion,  that  the  fidgety,  fiery,  old  Nabob  wooib. 
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(Cbap.  XXYSSL 


MMn  <][iiarrel  with  his  landladjr,  Mrff.  Dodm  and  be-  >  aorir^d  to  in  the  Manse— money  and  admonition.    Tlie 


come  impatient  of  his  residence  at  St.  Ronan's.  A 
man  so  kind  to  himself,  and  so  inquisitive  abuni  th«; 
^airs  of  others,  could  have,  it  was  supposed,  a  limited 
sphere  for  gratification  ritherof  his  tastes  or  of  liis 


latter  ^iven  alone  would  have  met  little  aitention 
pprhar.s  would  have  pmvoked  opposition— hut,  soft 
enwi  and  swift^-ncd  by  a  iittluprtseni  to  assist  the  re- 
fonn  reroinmt-nded,  it  simk  into  the  hearts  of  the  hear- 


(■iiriosity,  in  the  Aultoun  of  St.  Ronan's :  and  many  a  i  ers,  and  in  general  overcame  their  objections.  BesidcSi 
time  the  predse  day  and  hour  of  his  departure  were  j  an  opinion  of  the  Nabob's  wealth  was  high  among 
fixed  by  the  idlers  at  the  Spa.  But  still  old  Touch-  the  villajrers:  and  an  idea  prevaiiid  amount  them, 
wood  appeared  amonsst  them  when  the  weather  \h?t-  \  that,  notwitlisinnding  his  keeping  no  servants  or 
mitted,  with  his  nut-brown  visaue.  his  thmai  care-    equiratn-,  he  was  able  to  purchase*,  if  he  pleased^  half 


fully  wrapped  up  in  an  immense  Ind  un  kerchief,  and 
his  gold-headed  cane,  which  he  never  faileri  to  carry 
over  his  shoulder;  his  short,  but  stout  limbs,  and  his 
ociive  step,  showing  plainly  that  he  bore  it  rather  as  a 
badge  of  dignity  than  a  means  of  support.  There 
he  stood,  answering  sliortly  and  jgnitlly  to  all  questions 
proposed  to  him^  and  making;  his  remarks  aloud  upon 
the  company,  with  great  iiidifferene'e  as  to  the  offence 
which  might  be  taken  ;  and  as  soon  as  the  ancient 
priestess  had  handed  him  his  glass  of  the  salutiferous 
water,  turned  on  his  heel  with  a  brief  good-morning, 
and  either  marched  back  to  hide  himse'lf  in  the  Manse, 
with  his  crony  3Ir.  Cargill,  or  to  engage  in  some  hob- 
by-horsical  pursuit  connected  with  his  nei^jh hours  in 
the  Aultoun. 

The  truth  was.  that  the  honest  gentleman  having, 
ao  far  as  Mrs.  Dods  would  permit,  put  matters  to 
rights  within  her  residence,  wisely  abstained  from 
puwiini?  his  innovations  any  farther,  aware  that  it  is 
not  every  stone  which  is  capable  of  roi'eiving  the  last 
d^ree  of  polish.  He  next  se>t  himself  uImjui  putting 
Jfr.  ('argiH's  house  into  onier;  and  without  leave 
asked  or  given  by  that  reverend  gentleman,  he  actu- 
ally accoiiiplisheu  as  wonderful  a~  reformation  in  the 
Manse^  as  CMild  have  bepn  cHecte-d  by  a  be-nevolent 
Brownie.  The  fl()ors  were  simictime'S  swept— the 
carpets  were  sometimes  shaken— the  platesanddishry 
were  cleaner— there  was  tea  and  sugar  in  the  tea-chest, 
and  a  joint  of  meat  at  proper  timt  s  was  to  be  found  in 
the  larder.  The  elder  maid-servant  wore  a  good  stul!' 
IP>wn— the  younger  snooded  up  her  hair,  and  now 
went  about  the  house  a  damsel  so  trig  and  neat,  that 
some  snid  she  was  too  handsome  for  the  serN'ice 
of  a  bachelor  divine  ;  and  others,  that  they  saw  no 
business  so  old  a  Uto\  as  the  Naliob  had  to  be  meddling 
with  a  lassie's  busking.  But  for  such  evil  bruits  Mr. 
Touchwood  cared  not,  even  if  he  happened  to  hear  of 
them,  which  was  very  doubtful.  Add  to  all  these 
changes,  that  the  garden  was  weeded,  and  the  glebe 
was  regularly  laboure'd. 

The  talisman  by  which  all  this  desirable  alteration 
was  wrought,  consisted  partly  in  small  presents,  (tartly 


the  land  in  the  couiitr>'. '  It  was  not  grand  carnoges 
and  fine  livtdes  that  made  heavy  purs*  ^  they  rather 
helped  to  lighU'n  them  ;  and  they  f-aid.  u  ho  prelende^i 
to  Know  what  tliev  weretalkinc  about,  that  old  Turn- 
penny, and  Mr.  Hindloose  to  noot,  would  tell  down 
more  money  on  Mr.  Touch  woeni's  mere  word,  than 
u]Hm  the  joint  bond  of  half  the  fine  folk  at  the  Well. 
SiiL-h  an  opinion  smoothed  every  thing  before  the 
path  of  one,  who  showed  himsi?lf  neither  averse  to 
give  nor  to  lend ;  and  it  by  no  means  diminished  the 
rei>ulaiion  of  his  wealth,  that  in  transactions  of  busi- 
ness he  was  not  carelessly  negligent  of  his  interest^ 
hut  plainly  showed  he  umlersiooil  the  value  of  what 
he  was  parting  with.  Fisw,  therefore,  cared  to  with- 
stand the  humours  of  a  whimsical  old  gentleman, 
who  had  both  the  will  and  the  means  of  obnging  those 
disposed  to  comply  with  his  fancies;  andfthus  the 
singular  strangt-r  contrived,  in  the  course  of  a  brief 
space  of  days  or  wr^eks,  to  place  the  villagers  more  ab- 
solutely at  his  devotion,  than  they  had  been  at  the 
pleasure  of  any  individual  since  their  ancient  lonif 
had  left  the  Atilioun.  The  power  of  the  baron-bailie 
himse'lf,  though  the  office  was  vested  in  the  person  of 
old  Meiklewham,  was  a  subordinate  iurisdiction.  com- 
pared to  the  voluntary  allegiance  which  the  inhabit- 
anrs  paid  to  Mr.  Touchwood. 

There  wire,  however,  recusants,  who  declined  the 
authority  thus  set  up  amongst  them,  and,  with  the 
characteristic  obstinacy  of  their  countrymen,  rented 
to  hearken  to  the  words  of  the  stranger,  whether  they 
were  for  good  or  for  evil.  These  men's  dunghills  were 
not  removed,  nor  the  stumbling-bliMtks  taken  from 
thefoi)tpath,  where  it  passed  the  fnmt  of  their  honseib 
.And  it  l)efelK  that  while  Mr.  Touchwood  was  mo»t 
eager  in  abating  the  nuisances  of  the  village,  he  had 
very  nearly  exi>erienced  a  frequent  fate  of  great 
reformers— that  of  losing  his  life  by  means  of  coo  of 
those  enonnitics  which  as  yet  had  subsisted  in  spile 
of  all  his  efforts. 

The  Nabob  finding  his  time  after  dinner  haog 
somrwhat  heavy  on  his  hand,  and  the  moon  being 
tolerably  bright,  had,  one  harvt^t  evening,  sought 


in  constant  attention.  The  libeTality  of  the  smgular  his  usual  reriixly  for  dispelling  tnnui  by  a  walk  to 
old  gentleman  gave  him  a  ix/rfe'Ct  right  to  scold  when  •  the  Manse,  where  he  was  sure,  that,  if  he  could  not 
he  saw  things  wrong ;  the  domestics,  who  had  fallen  ;  succeed  in  engaging  the  ministfr  himself  in, some 
into  total  sloth  and  indiHeri nee,  began  to  exert  them- 1  disputation,  he  would  at  least  find  simiething  in  the 
-aelvesunder  Mr.  Touchwood's  new  system  of  rewards  i  establisliment  to  animadvert  upon  and  to  restore  to 
and  sur\'eillance ;  and  the  minister,  naif  unconsiious    order. 


of  the  cause,  reape'<l  the  advantage  of  the  exertions  of 
his  busy  friend.  Sometimes  he  lif'cd  his  head,  when 
he  heard  workmen  i.'.umping  and  bouncing  iff  the 
neighbourhood  of  his  study,  and  demanded  the  mran- 
ingof  the  clatter  which  annoye<l  him  ;  but  on  receiv- 
ing for  answer  that  it  was  by  order  of  Mr.  Touch  wood. 
he  resumed  bis  labours,  under  the  persuasion  that  all 
was  well. 
But  even,  the  Aucean  task  of  putting  the  Manse  in 


Ace*ordingly,  he  had  taken  the  opporrunity  to  lecture 
the  youncer  of  the  minister  s  lasse-s  ut>on  the  duty  of 
wearing  shoes  and  stockings ;  and,  as  His  advice  came 
fortified  by  a  present  of  six  pair  of  white  cotton  bote, 
and  two  pair  uf  stout  leathern  slioe.s  it  was  received, 
not  with  resp«ct  only,  but  with  irratitude,  and  the 
chuck  under  the  chin  that  rounded  up  the  oration, 
while  she  opened  the  outer  door  for  his  honour,  was 
icknowledged  with  a  blush  and  a  giggle.  ,Nay,  so 


order,  did  not  satisfy  the  gigantic  activity  of  Mr.  '.  far  did  Grizzy  e-arry  her  sense  of  Mr.  TouchiK-5>od'a 
Touchwood.  He  aspirtil  to  universal  dominiun  hi  the  '  kindness,  that,  obse'r\'ing  the  morm  was  behind  a 
Aultoun  of  St.  Ronairn  ;  and,  like  most  men  of  an  \  cloud,  she  very  carefully  offert«d  to  esce>rt  him  to  the 
ardent  leniper.  he  contrived,  in  a  great  nu.asure,  to  Cltikum  Inn  with  a  lantern,  in  case  he  should  conic 
possess  himself  of  the  authority  which  he  loiigi:d  '  to  some  harm  by  the  gate.  This  the  traveller's 
after.  Then  <vas  there  war  waged  by  him  with  all  t  indeprndent  spirit  scome-d  to  listen  to;  and,  having 
the  petty,  but  i)en)eiu!il  nuisances,  which  inf»sl  a  |  briefly  a^^ure•d  hi  r  that  he  had  walkeil  the  streets  of 
Scottish'  town  of  thi*  old  stamp- then  was  the  he-n.-  i  Paris  and  o(  Madrid  w*hole  niuhts  withoni  such  an 
ditary  dunghill,  which  hud  reeked  before  the  window  |  acr'Ommodatioii,  he  stoutly  strode  off  on  his  return  to 
of  the  cottai:e  for  f.Mirse-on'  years,  transporieil  Iwrhind  {  his  lodgings. 

the  house— then  was  the  broken  wheelbarrow,  or  un-  An  nccidi-nt,  however,  befell  him,  which,  unlesa 
servicfcable  cart,  removed  out  of  the  fj»otpafh— the  <jI'1  !  the  jK>lice  of  Madrid  and  Pans  be  belied,  might  have 
hat.  or  blue  petticoat,  taken  irom  the  window  into  i  happtmed  in  either  of  those*  two  splendid  capitals,  as 
which  it  had  he-en  stutK-d.  to  *'expel  tlu;  winter's!  well  as  in  the  miserable  Aultoun  of  St.  Ktman's. 
flaw,"  was  eonsignefi  to  the  gutter,  and  its  place  suii-  Before  the  door  of  Saimder.**  Jaup,  a  fruar  of  some 
plied  by  giN)d  perspicuous  glass.  The  means  by  wnich  importance*,  "who  held  his  land  free,  and  cantinaA 
such  reformation  waa  effected,  were  the  bame  as  re-    bodle  for  any  one,"  yawned  that  odorifeioua  KuU* 


QuF.  zxvni.] 
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ydered,  in  ScotQiih  phrase,  the  jaw-hole;  in  other 
wonlfi,  an  uncoverea  common  sewer.  The*  local 
Btoatian  of  this  recepfnde  of  filili  was  well  known 
to  Mr.  Touchwood ;  for  iSaundcrs  Jaiip  was  at  the 
Tdy  hnd  o£  chose  who  held  out  for  the  pmciices  of 
their  fathers,  and  still  maintained  those  ancient  and 
unsavoury  customs  which  our  traveller  had  in  ao 
Bnanf  instances  succeeded  in  abating.  Guided,  there- 
Cdr,  by  his  nose,  the  Nabob  made  a  considerable 
cirenit  to  avoid  the  displeasure  and  dan^r  of  paftsing 
this  filthy  puddle  at  the  nearest,  and  by  that  means 
fell  ofNin  Scylla  as  he  sought  to  avoid  Charybdis. 
In  plain  lan;?ua;j^  he  approached  so  near  the  bank  of 
i  httle  rivulet,  which  in  that  place  passed  l)etwixt  the 
botpath  and  the  horseroad,  that  he  lost  his  footing, 
tnd  fell  into  the  channel  of  the  streamlet  from  a  hei;;h  t 
of  three  or  four  feet.  It  was  thouKht  that  the  noise 
of  hit  fall  or  at  least  his  call  for  assistance,  must 
kirebeen  heard  in  the  house  of  .Saunders  Jaup;  but 
that  honest  person  was,  according  to  his  own  account, 
it  that  time  en?n^  m  the  exercise  of  the  evening;; 
in  excuse  which  passed  current  although  Saunders 
wai  privatolv  heard  to  allein.',  that  the  town  would 
hive  b(«n  me  quieter,  "  if  the  auld,  meddlini?  busy- 
bodr  had  bidden  still  in  the  burn  for  K^ide  and  a\" 

Biit  Fortune  bad  providtxl  better  for  poor  Touch- 

vootL  whose  foiblts,  as  they  arose  out  of  the  most 

eifvllent  motives,  would  have  ill  deserved  so  severe 

a&ie.    A  passenser,  who  heard  him  shout  for  help, 

Tcotured  cautiously  to  the  side  of  the  bank,  down 

'     which  he  had  fallen ;   and,  after  asccrtainim;  the 

j     BBUre  of  the  ground  as  carefully  as  the  darkness 

'     pstaitted,  was  ot   length,  and   not  without  some 

cdbrt,  enabled  to  assist  him  out  of  the  channel  of  the 

I     livulet. 

r  "Are vou  hurt  materially?"  said  this  good  Samari- 
lui  to  the  object  of  his  care. 
"No— no— d— n  it— no,"  said  Touchwood,  extremely 
npY  at  hia  disaster,  and  the  cause  o[  it.  "Do  you 
tkiak  I,  who  have  been  at  the  summit  of  Mount 
Athoa,  where  the  precipice  sinks  a  thousand  feet  on 
the  sea,  care  a  farthinf^  about  such  a  fall  ax  this  is?" 
But,  as  he  spoke,  he  reeled,  and  his  kind  assistant 
canzht  him  by  the  arm  to  prevent  his  falling. 

*'I  fear  you  are  more  hurt  than  you  suppose,  sir," 
ftid  the  stranger :  **  permit  me  to  go  liomealong  with 

TOO." 

,  .'  With  all  my  heart,"  said  Touchwood ;  "  for  though 
It  is  impossible  I  can  need  help  in  such  a  foolish  mat- 
tv,  yet  I  am  eiiually  obliged  to  you,  friend :  and  if  the 
Clokum  Inn  be  not  out  of  your  road,  I  will  take  your 
urn  so  far,  and  thank  you  to  the  boot." 

,'*It  is  much  at  yuur  service,  sir,"  said  the  stranscr: 
"iodeud,  I  wan  thmkin^  to  lodge  there  for  the  nisht." 
/*  I  am  glad  to  hear  it,"  resumed  Touchwood;  ''you 
fhall  be  my  guest,  and  I  will  make  them  look  after 
ynu  in  proper  fashion— Vou  seem  to  be  a  very  civil  sort 
of,£ellow.  and  I  do  not  find  your  arm  inconvenient— 
tis  the  rheumatism  makes  me  walk  so  ill— the  pest 
afall  that  have  been  in  hot  climates  when  they  settle 
among  these  d— d  fogs." 

I'Lean  as  hard  and  wnlk  a.«  slow  as  you  will,  sir," 
nid  the  benevolent  assistant—"  this  is  a  rou^h  street." 

"Yea,  sir— and  why  is  it  rough  7"  answered  Touch- 
jood.  "  Why,  because  the  old  pig-headed  fool, 
Bianden  Jaup,  will  not  allow  it  io  be  made  smooth, 
locie  he  sits,  air,  and  obstructs  all  rational  iniprove- 
neoi;  and,  if  a  man  would  not  fall  into  his  infernal 
putrid  gutter,  and  ao  become  an  abomination  to  him- 
adf  and  odious  to  others,  for  his  whole  life  to  come, 
Krans  the  risk  of  breakmg  his  neck,  as  I  have  done 
*>?Wht." 

I  am  afraid,  air,"  said  his  companion,  "you  have 
wlen  on  the  most  dangerous  side.— Vou  remember 
Swiffs  proverb,  *The  more  dirt,  the  less  hurl.'  " 

*'But  why  should  there  be  either  dirt  or  hurt  in  a 
Jnl-regulated  place  7"  answered  Touchwood—"  Why 
■Quuld  not  men  be  able  to  ^  about  their  affairs  at 
ttRJit,  in  auch  a  hamlet  as  this,  without  either  endan- 
pnag  necks  or  noses  7— Our  Scottish  magistrates  are 
J|[onn  nothing,  sii^-nothing  at  all.  Oh  for  a  Turkish 
wdi,  now,  to  trounce  the  scoundrel— or  the  Ma>'or 
w  Calcutta  to  bring  him  into  his  court— or  were  it 
Nt  10  luijslish  Juatice  of  the  Peace  that  ia  uewly 


I FR eluded  in  the  commission,  they  \i<nild  aharo  the 
1  villain'snuisancewith  a  vengeance  on  him:— But  hers 
wl'  jip'-ihis  is  the  CIcikum  Inn.— Hollo- hilloa— 
h.iiise !— Ei^pie  .Anderson !— Beenie  Chambermaid  1— 
b(iy  liootsl— Mrs.  Dods!— are  you  all  of  you  asleep 
fittd  dead?— Here  have  1  been  hnlf  murderra,  and  you 
tt^t  me  stand  bawling  at  the  door!" 
,  llppie  Anderson  came  with  a  light,  and  so  did  Bee- 
1111'  C'hambermnid  with  another:  but  no  sooner  did 
ih.  y  look  uijon  the  pair  who  stood  in  the  jiorch  under 
<hy  huge  sign  that  swung  to  and  fro  with  heavy 
creaking,  than  Beenie  screamed,  flung  away  her  can- 
dle, although  a  four  in  the  pound,  and  in  a  newly 
i;i|.mnncd  candlestick,  and  fled  one  way,  while  Eppie 
Aikderson,  ech  jing  the  yell,  brandished  her  light  round 
h^T  bead  like  a  Bacchante  flourishing  her  torch,  and 
nm  oil  in  another  direction. 

".Av— I  mu^t  he  a  bloody  spectacle"  said  Mr. 
Tuicnwood,  let  ring  himsell  fall  heavily  upon  hia 
ns^isiant's  shoulder,  and  wiping  his  lace,  which 
Trkkltxi  with  wet— "I  did  not  think  I  had  been  so 
^(.f Lously  hurt ;  but  I  find  my  weakness  now— I  must 
|]nve  lost  much  blood." 

''  I  hope  you  are  srill  mistaken,"  said  the  stranger  x 
"  h\n  here  lies  the  way  to  the  kitchen— we  shall  find 
|j;zlu  there,  since  no  one  chooses  to  bring  it  to  us." 
f  He  assisted  the  old  gentleman  into  the  kitchen, 
j  wiiere  a  limp,  os  well  as  a  bright  fire,  was  burning 
^  by  the  light  of  which  he  could  easily  discern  that  the 
sijfjposedblood  was  only  water  of  the  rivulet,  and.  in- 
dtt  d,  noncof  the  cleanest,  although  much  moreso  than 
I  he  sufferer  would  have  jfound  it  a  little  lower,  whera 
ilif^  stream  is  joined  by  the  superfluities  of  Saunders 
Jaup's  palladium.  Relieved  by  his  new  friend's  re- 
peated assurances  that  such  was  the  case,  the  Senior 
bt'gan  to  bustle  up  a  little,  and  his  companion,  desi> 
ous  to  render  him  every  assistance,  went  to  the  door 
of  ihe  kitchen  to  call  for  a  basin  and  water.  Just  as 
hn  was  about  to  open  the  door,  the  voice  of  Mrs. 
Dods  was  heard  as  she  descenden  the  stairs,  in  a  tone 
of  indignition  by  no  means  unusual  to  her,  yet  min- 
gled at  the  same  timv  with  a  few  notes  that  sounded 
like  unto  the  quaverin^s  of  consternation. 

"Idle  liinmers- HJlly  sluts— I'll  warrant  nane  o*  ye 
will  ever  see  ony  thing  waur  than  yoursell,  ye  silly 
mwpies— rxhaist,  indewl !— I'll  warrant  it's  some  idle 
{lub-skelper  frae  the  Waal,  coming  after  someo'your- 
s<  llson  nae  honest  ermiid !— Ghaist,  indeed!— Haud 
ijij  ihe  candle,  John  Ostler— I'se  warrant  it  a  twa- 
h^indtKl  ghaist,  and  the  door  left  on  thesneck.  There's 
^mucbody  in  the  kitchen— gang  forward  wi'  the  lan- 
itTn,  John  Ostler." 

At  this  critical  moment  the  stranger  opened  the 
door  of  the  kitchen,  and  beheld  the  Dame  advancing 
at  ihe  head  of  her  household  troops.  The  ostler  aiid 
huiiipbackoi  postilion,  one  bearir.g  a  stable-lantern 
and  a  hay-fork,  the  other  a  rushlight  and  a  broom, 
c«mstituted  the  advanced  guard;  Airs.  Dods  herseu 
formed  the  centr**,  talking  loud  and  brandishing  s 
P4ir  of  tongd ;  while  the  two  maids,  like  troops  not 
m  he  much  trusted  after  their  recent  dcfeati  followed, 
<iOH'enn!^  in  the  rear.  But  notwithstanding  this  ad- 
niirable  disposition,  no  sooner  had  the  stranger  shown 
hts  face,  and  pronounced  the  words,  "Mrs.  Dodsl" 
iU&n  a  panic  seized  the  whole  array.  The  advanceii 
^iiurd  recoiled  in  consternation^  the  ostler  upsetting 
Mth.  Dods  in  the  confusion  of  his  retreat:  while  she, 
suppling  with  him  in  her  terror,  secured  him  by  the 
4^ari^  and  hair,  and  theyjoinetl  their  cries  together  in 
hidi\)us  chorus.  The  two  maidens  resumed  their  fo> 
nitir  flight,  and  took  refuge  in  the  darksome  den,  enti- 
tled their  bedroom,  while  the  humpbacked  postilion 
Hed  like  the  wind  into  the  stable,  and,  with  profes- 
sional instinct,  began,  in  the  extremity  of  his  terror, 
to  paddle  a  horse. 

Moan  while,  the  guest  whose  appearance  had  caused 
i^u?  combustion,  plucked  the  roaring  ostler  from 
nbove  Mrs.  Dods,  and  pushing  him  away  with  a 
henrty  slap  on  the  shouhler,  proceeded  to  raise  and 
encourase  the  fallen  landlady,  inquiring,  at  the  same 
time,  "What,  in  the  devil's  name,  was  the  cause  of 
all  this  senseless  confusion  7" 

"  And  what  is  the  reason,  in  Heaven's  name,"  an- 
swered the  matron,  keeping  her  ey«:s  firmly  shut,' 
8» 
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ana  siiii  srircwign  m  ner  exposnaiaiion.  inougii  in  rne 
very  extremity  of  tnrnur,  "  what  is  the  rvMon  that 
you  should  come  and  frighten  a  dcocnt  house,  where 
rou  met  naethini?,  when  yo  was  in  the  body,  but 
the  heiuht  of  civihtv'T' . 

"And  why  should  I  frighten  you,  Mrs.  Dods?  or, 
in  one  worn,  wtiat  is  the  meaning  of  all  thia  non- 
sensical terror?" 

"  Are  not  you,"  said  Mrs.  Dods,  opening  her  eyes  a 
iictle  as  she  spoke,  "  the  ghaist  of  Francis  Tirl  r 

*'I  am  Francis  Tyrrel  unquestionahly,  my  old  friend." 

**1  kend  it!  1  kend  itT'  answered  the  honejit  wo- 
man, relapsing  into  her  agony ;  "  and  1  think  yc 
might  be  ashamed  of  yourseil.  that  are  a  ghaist,  and 
have  nae  better  to  do  than  to  rrighten  a  puir  auld  ule- 
wife." 

"  On  my  word,  I  am  no  gliost,  but  a  living  man," 
answered  Tynel. 

"Were  ye  no  murdered  than?"  demanded  Mrs. 
Dods,  still  in  an  uncertain  voice,  and  only  partially 
openiM[  her  eyes— "Are  ye  very  sure  ye  wercna  mur- 
dered?" 

"  ^^Vi  not  that  ever  1  heard  of,  certainly,  dame," 
replied  Tyrrel. 

^'But  /  shall  be  murdered  presently,"  said  old 
Touchwood  from  the  kitchen,  where  he  hnd  hitherto 
remained  a  muu*  auditor  of  this  extraordinary  scene 
— "  /  shall  be  murdered,  unless  you  fetch  me  some 
water  without  delay." 

"Coming,  sir,  coming,"  answered  Dame  Dods,  her 
professional  replv  being  as  familiar  to  her  as  that  of 
poor  Francis's  Anon,  anon,  sir."  "As  I  live  by 
honest  reckonings,"  said  slu%  fully  collecting  herself, 
and  giving  a  glance  of  more  composed  temper  at 
Tyrrel,  "*!  believe  it  is  yoursi^ll,  Maister  Frank,  in 
blood  and  body  after  a*— and  see  if  I  dinna  gie  a  pro- 
per sorting  to  yon  twa  silly  jauds  that  gard  me  mak 
a  bogle  0?  you,  and  a  fulc  of  mysell— Ghaists !  my 
oertie,  I  sail  ghaist  them— If  they  had  their  heads  as 
muckle  on  their  wnrk  as  on  their  dafling,  they  wad 
play  nae  sic  pliskies— it's  the  wanton  steed  that 
•caurs  at  the  windle-strae— Ghaists!  wha  e'er  heard 
of  ghaists  in  an  honest  house?  IVaebody  need  fear 
bo^os  that  has  a  conscience  void  of  offence.— But  I 
am  blithe  that  MacTurk  hasna  murdered  ye  when  a' 
is  done,  Maister  Francie." 

*' Come  this  way,  Mother  Dods,  if  you  would  not 
have  me  do  a  mischief!"  exclaimed  Touchwood, 
grasping  a  plate  which  stood  on  the  dresser,  as  if  he 
were  about  to  heave  it  at  the  landlady,  by  way  of  re- 
calling her  attention. 

"For  the  love  of  Heaven,  dinna  break  it!"  ex- 
claimed the  alarmed  landlady,  knowing  that  Touch- 
wood's effervescence  of  impatience  sometimes  ex- 
pended itself  at  the  expense  of  her  crockery,  though 
It  was  afterwards  liberally  atoned  for.  "Lonl,  sir, 
are  ye  out  of  your  wits !— u  breaks  a  set  ye  ken— Go«l- 
■ake,  put  doun  the  cheeny  plate,  and  try  your  hand 
on  the  delf-ware !— it  will  just  make  as  good  a  jingle 
—But,  Lord  hand  a  grip  o'  us !  now  1  look  at  ye,  what 
can  hae  come  ower  ye,  and  what  sort  of  a  plight  are 
yc  in !— Wait  till  I  fetch  water  ond  a  towel." 

In  fact,  the  miserable  guise  of  her  new  lodger  now 
overcame  the  dame's  curiosity  to  inquire  after  the  fate 
of  her  earlier  acquaintance,  and  she  gave  her  instant 
and  exclusive  attention  to  Mr.  Touchwood,  with  many 
exclamations,  while  aiding  him  to  perform  the  tafik 
of  ablution  and  abstersion.  Her  two  fugitive  hand- 
maidens had  by  this  time  returned  to  the  kitchen,  and 
endeavoured  to  suppress  a  smuggled  laugh  at  the 
recollection  of  their  mistress's  panic^  by  acting  very 
officiously  in  Mr.  Touchwood's  service.  By  dint  of 
washing  and  drying,  the  token  of  the  sable  stains 
was.  at  length  removed,  and  the  veteran  became, 
'  with  some  difiiculty,  satisfied  that  he  had  bceo  more 
dirtied  and  frich toned  than  hurt. 
.  T>Trel^  in  the  mean  time,  stood  looking  on  with 
worider,imaginingthat  he  beheld  in  the  features  which 
mnergcd  fiom  a  mask  of  mud,  ihe  countenance  of  an 
old  fnend.  After  the  operation  was  ended,  he  could 
not  help  addressing  himself  to  Mr.  Touchwood,  to 
demand  whether  he  had  not  tlHi  pleasuce  to  see  a 
friend,  to  whom  he  bad  been  obliged  when  at  Smyrna, 
for  some  kindness  reapectiog  his  money  matters? 


"Not  worth  speaking  of— not  worth  apeakiBg  o^* 
said  Touchwood,  hastily.  "Glad  to  see  you  though 
—glad  to  see  you.— Vta,  hers  I  am  ;  yon  will  find  me 
the  same  good-naiured  old  fool  that  I  was  at  Smyrna 
—never  lo<»k  how  I  am  to  get  in  money  again— alwajrs 
laying  it  out.  Nevrr  mind— it  was  wntleo  in  my  fore- 
head as  the  Turk  saysL- 1  will  go  up  now  and  oiange 
my  clress- you  will  sup  with  me  when  I  come  bark- 
Mrs.  Dods  will  toss  us  up  something— a  brandered 
fowl  will  be  best,  Mrs.  Dods,  with  some  mushroonii. 
and  gel  us  a  jug  of  mulled  wine— plottie,  as  you  call 
it— to  put  the  recollection  of  the  old  Preabyietian'a 
common  sewer  out  of  my  head." 

So  saying,  up  sciiirs  marched  the  traveller  to  his 
own  apartment,  while  Tyrrel,  seizing  npon  a  candid 
was  about  to  do  the  same. 

"Mr.  Touchwood  is  in  the  bloe room,  Mre.  Dods 2 
I  suppose  I  may  take  possession  of  the  yellow  onef ' 

"  Suppose  naething  about  the  matter,  Maister  Fran- 
cis Tirl,  till  ye  tell  me  downright  where  ye  have  been  a^ 
this  time,  and  whether  ye  hae  been  murdered  or  ao?** 

"  I  think  you  may  be  pretty  well  satisfied  of  that, 
Mrs.  Dods  ?^ 

"Troth  !  and  so  I  am  in  a  sense:  and  yet  it  gin 
me  grut;  to  look  upon  ye,  sae  mony  ilays  and  weeks  it 
has  been  since  1  ihougnt  ye  were  rotten  in  the  mouUa 
And  now  to  see  ye  siandinp  before  me  hale  and  for, 
and  crying  (or  a  bedn^om  like  ither  folk  !" 

"  One  would  almost  suppose,  my  sood  friend,"  siid 
T>-rrel,  "  that  you  were  aorry  at  my  having  come  alhra 
again. 

"It's  no  for  that,"  replied  Mrs.  Dods,  who  was 
peculiarly  ingenious  in  the  mode  of  framing  and 
stating  what  she  conceived  to  be  her  grievancct; 
"but  IS  it  no  a  queer  thing  for  a  decent  man  liks 
yourseil,  Alaistcr  Tirl,  to  be  leaving  your  kxlfoiiga 
without  a  word  8|)okni,  and  mo  put  to  a*  them 
charges  in  seeking  for  your  dead  body,  and  venr  nrir 
taking  my  business  out  of  honest  Maister  Bindlooie'i 
hands,  because  he  kend  thi'  cantrips  of  the  likeofroa 
better  than  I  did  ?— And  than  they  hae  puiten  ap  la 
advertisement  down  at  the  Waal  yonder,  wi*  a'  their 
names  at  it,  setting  ye  forth,  Maister  Francie,  as  iiie 
of  the  greatest  black-guards  unhanged ;  and  wha,div 
ye  think,  is  to  keep  ye  in  a  creditable  house,  if  inara 
the  character  ye  gel  ?" 

"  Vou  may  leave  that  to  me,  Mre.  Dods— I  asnia 
you  that  matter  shall  be  put  to  rights  to  your  satLtfae- 
tion ;  and  I  think,  so  long  as  we  have  known  each 
other,  you  may  take  my  word  that  I  am  not  imde- 
serving  the  shelter  of  your  roof  for  a  aingk;  night,  (I 
shall  ask  it  no  longer,)  until  my  character  is  suiB* 
cicntly  cleared.  It  was  tor  that  purpose  chiefly  1  cane 
back  again." 

"  Came  back  again  !"  said  Mrs.  Dods.— "I  profiBM 
ye  made  me  start,  Maister  Tirl,  and  yoo  looking  sae 
pale,  too.— But  I  think,"  she  added,  straining  after  a 
juke,  "if  ye  were  a  ghaist,  seeing  we  are  soch  fUM 
acquaintance,  ye  wadiia  wish  to  spoil  my  customi 
but  would  just  walk  decently  up  and  down  theauU 
castle  wa'&  or  maybe  down  at  the  kirk  yonder- 
there  have  been  awfu'  thirigs  done  in  that  kirk  iiid 
kirkyartl— I  whiles  dinna  like  to  look  that  way  Maia- 
ler  Francie." 

"  I  am  much  of  your  mind,  mistresa,"  aakl  Tynrii 
with  a  sigh  ;  "  and,  indeed,  I  do  in  one  sense  rspb- 
ble  the  apparitions  you  talk  of  1  for,  like  them,  and  to 
as  little  purpose,  I  stalk  about  scenes  where  my  bap- 
piness  departed.— But  I  speak  ridilles  to  you,  Mis> 
Dods— the  plain  truth  is,  that  I  met  with  an  acndeot 
on  the  day  I  last  left  your  house,  the  efTerta  of  which 
detained  me  at  some  distance  trom  St.  Ronan'i  vH 
this  very  day." 

"  Hegh,  sirs,  and  ye  were  sparing  of  your  troabfei 
that  wadna  write  a  hit  line,  or  send  a  bit  message  Ir 
Ye  might  hae  thought  folk  wad  hae  been  vexed 
eneugh  about  ye,  forby  undertaking  joumeyi^  and 


hiring  folk  to  seek  for  your  dead  body.* 

"I  shall  wilHnglypay  all  reasonable  charges  which 
my  disappearance  may  have  occasioned,"  answered 
her  gii&ni ;  "  and  I  assure  you,  once  for  all,  thai  mf 
remaining  for  some  time  quiet  at  MsrchihoriL  aiM> 
partly  from  illness,  and  partly  from  busine«8  Ota  vtff 
presaiog  aiul  particular  nature." 
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*  At  Marchthorn  T*  excliiim«d  Dame  Dods.  "  heard 
erer  mnn  the  like  o'  that !— And  where  did  ye  put 
IB  in  Marchthorn,  an  aue  may  niak'  bauld  to  sfieer  V^ 

-At  die  Black  Biill''  replied  Tyrrel. 

"Ay,  that's  auld  Tarn  Lowne'a— a  very  decent 
nin,  Thaniaa— «nd  a  douce  creditable  house— nane 
of  your  flisk- ma-hoys— I  am  glad  ye  made  choice  of 
lie  rade  quarters,  neighbour;  for  I  am  beginning?  to 
ihiiK  ye  are  hut  a  queer  ane— ye  look  as  if  butler 
WMJna  melt  in  your  mouth,  but  I  sail  warrant  cheese 
Bocfa^keye.— But  Til  thank  ye  to  gaiif;  your  ways  into 
ikeparluur,  for  I  am  no  like  to  get  muckle  mair  outo^ 
fe,it'«  like ;  and  ye  are  standing  here  just  in  the  gate, 
when  we  hae  the  supper  to  dish." 

I^Trel.  glad  to  be  releas^ed  from  the  examination  to 
which  his  landlady's  curiosity  had  without  ceremony 
■bjected  him,  walked  mto  the  parlour,  where  he  was 
pRtently  joined  by  Mr.  Touchwood,  newly  attired, 
ud  in  hign  spirits. 

** Here  comes  our  supper !"  he  exclaimed.—"  Sit  ye 
down,  and  lei  us  see  what  Mrs.  Dods  has  done  for  us. 
7I  profess,  mistress,  your  plotiie  is  excellent,  ever 
ineel  taught  you  to  mix  the  spices  in  the  right  pro- 
portion." 

"I  am  glad  the  plottie  pleases  ye,  sir— but  I  think  I 
M|py  wefl  how  to  make  it  before  I  sow  your  honour 
-Xaistcr  Tirl  can  tell  that,  for  niony  a  browst  of  it  I 
liae  brewed  lang  syne  for  him  and  the  callant  Valcn- 
tioe  Bulmer." 

This  ill-timed  observation  extorted  a  groan  from 
TynA;  hut  the  traveller,  running  on  with  his  own 
iKollections,  did  not  appear  o  notice  his  emotion. 

"Vou  arc  a  conceited  old  woman,"  said  Mr. 
Ibociiwood;  "how  the  devil  should  any  one  know 
kowto  mix  spices  so  well  as  he  who  has  been  where 
ihwgrow?— I  have  seen  the  sun  noening  nutmegs 
lod  doves,  and  here,  it  can  hardly  fill  a  (lensecod,  by 
Jupiter-  Ah,  Tyrrul,  the  merry  nights  we  have  had 
uSiu>Tna !— G:iH,  1  think  the  gammon  and  the  good 
wine  taste  all  the  l>etler  in  a  land  where  folks  hold 
ibtm  to  be  sinful  indulgences— Gad;  I  believe  many 
t  np(l  Moslem  is  of  the  same  opmion— that  same 

Cmibition  of  their  prophet's  gives  a  flavour  to  the 
m,  and  a  relish  to  the  Cyprus.— Do  you  remember 
old  Cogta  Hass«.in,  with  his  green  turban  7—1  once 
pUfed  him  a  trick,  and  put  a  pint  of  brandy  into  his 
ibartteL  Egad,  the  old  fellow  took  care  never  to  dis- 
cover the  cheat  until  he  had  got  to  the  bottom  of  the 
Ihgon,  and  then  he  strokes  his  long  white  beard,  ami 
n|i,*UlIah  Kerim,'— that  is,  'Heaven  is  merciful,' 
mn.  Dods,  Mr.  Tyrrel  knows  the  meaning  of  it.— 
Cilih  KoriTO,  says  he,  after  he  had  drunk  about  a 

£of  brandy-punch  !—Ullah  Kerim,  says  the 
ritical  old  rogue,  as  if  he  had  done  the  fii  ?it 
in  the  world !" 

''And  what  lor  no  ?  What  for  shouldna  the  honest 
1110  say  a  blessing  after  his  drap  punch  7"  demanded 
Mrt  Dods;  "it  was  better,  I  ween,  than  blasting, 
ud  biawing,  and  swearing,  as  if  folks  shouldna  be 
^kful  for  the  creature  comforts." 
/Well  said,  old  Dame  Dods,"  said  the  traveller; 

(hat  is  a  right  hostess's  maxim,  and  worthy  of  Mrs. 
ioickiy  herself.  Here  is  to  thee,  and  I  pray  ye  to 
vAn  me  before  vou  leave  the  room." 
^ Troth,  I'U  pledge  naebody  the  night,  Maister 
ioucfawood;  for,  what  wi'  the  upcast  and  terror  that 
Got  a  WC1*  while  syne,  and  what  wi'  the  bit  taste 
m  I  behoved  to  take  of,  the  plottie  while  I  was 
Mking  it,  my  head  is  sair  eneiigh  distressed  the 
iRht  alreaJy.— Maister  Tirl,  the  yellow  room  is 
eiuy  for  ye  when  ye  like;  and,  gentlemen,  as  the 
)om  is  the  8abbath,  I  canna  be  keeping  the  servant 
ueans  out  of  their  ImxJs  to  wait  on  ye  ony  langer,  for 
hey  wilt  mak  it  an  excuse  for  lying  till  au^ht  o'clock 
n  the  Lord's  dav.  So,  when  your  plottie  is  done, 
*llbe  muekle  ohliV^  t'>  V^  ^^  lij^ut  the  bedroom  can^ 
Ilea,  and  put  out  the  double  moulds,  and  e'en  show 
^ounells  to  your  beds ;  for  douce  folks,  sic  as  the 
veikf  you,  should  set  an  example  by  ordinary.— And 
io,<ude-nisht  to  ye  baith." 
^    By  my  laith,"  said  Tquchwo(Ml,  as  she  withdrew, 

our  dame  turns  as  obstinate  as  a  Pacha  with  three 
tfik!— We  have  her  gracious  permission  to  finish  our 
■ag,  howei'«i ;  ao  here  10  to  your  health  once  more, 


Mr.  Tyrrel,' wishing  you  a  hearty  welcome  to  your 

own  country." 

"I  thank  you,  Mr.  Touchwood,"  answered  Tyrrel; 
*'and  I  return  y(»u  the  same  good  wishes,  with,  as  I 
sincerely  hope,  a  much  greater  chance  of  their  being 
realized.— \  ou  reUeved  me,  sir.  at  a  time  when  the 
villany  of  an  agent,  prompted,  as  I  have  reason 
to  think,  by  an  active  and  powerful  enemy,  occa- 
6ion»?d  my  being,  for  a  time,  pressed  for  funds.— I 
made  remittances  to  the  Ragion  you  dealt  with,  to 
acquit  myai'lf  at  least  of  the  pecuniary  part  of  my 
obfigation;  but  the  hills  were  returned,  nccause,  it 
was  stated,  you  had  left  Smyrna." 

"Very  true— very  true— left  Smyrna,  und  here  I 
am  in  Scotland— as  for  the  bills,  we  will  speak  of 
them  another  time— something  due  for  picking  mo 
out  of  the  gutter." 

"  I  shall  make  no  deduction  on  that  account."  said 
Tyrrel,  smilin/A,  though  in  no  jocose  mood ;  and  I  beg 
you  not  to  mistake  me.  The  circumstances  of  em- 
barrassment under  which  you  found  me  at  Smyrna, 
were  merely  temporary— I  am  most  able  and  willing 
to  pay  my  debt ;  and,  let  me  add,  1  am  most  desirous 
to  do  so.^' 

"Another  time— another  time,"  said  Mr.  Touch- 
wood—" time  enough  before  us,  Mr.  TvTrel— besidca, 
at  Smyrna,  vou  talked  of  a  lawsuit— law  is  a  lick- 
penny.  Mr.  T>Trel— no  counsellor  like  the  pound  in 
purse." 

"For  my  lawsuit,"  said  Tyrrel,  "I  am  fiilly  pro- 
vided." 

"  But  have>'ou  good  advice  7— Have  you  good  ad- 
vice?" said  Touchwood ;  "  answer  me  tnat." 

**I  have  advised  with  my  lawyers,"  answered  Tyr- 
rel, internally  vexed  to  find  that  his  friend  was  much 
disposixl  to  make  his  generosity  uuon  the  former  oc- 
casion a  pretext  for  prying  farther  into  his  aiiain 
now  than  tie  thought  polite  or  convenient. 

"With  your  counsel  learned  in  the  law— eh,  my 
dear  boy  7  But  the  advid  you  should  take  is  of  some 
travelled  friend,  well  acquainted  with  mankind  and 
the  world— some  one  that  has  lived  double  your  years, 
and  is  mayi>e  looking  out  for  some  bare  youns;  fellow 
that  he  mav  do  a  little  good  to— one  that  might  be 
wi'iiingto  help  you  farther  than  I  can  pretend  to^ess 
—for,  as  to  your  lawyer,  you  get  just  your  guinea|8 
worth  from  him— not  even  so  much  as  the  uaker^a 
bargain,  thirteen  to  the  dozen." 

"^1  ihink  I  should  not  trouble  myself  to  go  far  m 
search  of  a  friend  such  as  you  describe,"  said  Tyrrel, 
who  could  not  af!eet  to  misunderstand  the  senior's 
drift,  "  when  I  was  near  Mr.  Peregrine  Touchwood ; 
hut  the  truth  ieu  mv  affairs  are  at  present  so  much 
fxtmplicated  with  those  of  others,  whose  secrets  I 
have  no  right  to  communicate,  that  I  cannot  have  tho 
advantage  of  consulting  you,  or  any  other /riend.  It 
is  possible  I  may  be  soon  obliged  to  lay  aside  this  re- 
serve and  vindicate  myself  before  the  whole  public 
I  will  not  fail,  when  that  time  shall  arrive,  to  take  an 
early  opportunity  of  confidential  communication  with 
you. 

"That  is  right— confidential  is  lite  word— No  per- 
son ever  made  a  confidant  of  me  who  repented  it- 
Think  what  the  Pacha  might  have  made  of  it,  had  he 
taken  mv  advice  and  cut  through  the  Isthmus  of 
Suez.— Turk  ana  Christian,  men  of  all  tongues  and 
countries,  U!>ed  to  consult  old  Touchwood,  from  tho 
building  of  a  mosiiiie  down  to  the  si^ttling  of  an  agio. 
—But  come— Good-night— ^>d-nighi." 

So  saying,  he  took  up  his  bedroom  light,  and  ex 
tinguished  one  of  those  which  stood  on  the  table, 
nodded  to  Tvrrcl  to  discharge  his  share  of  the  duty 
imposed  by  Mrs.  Dods  with  the  same  punctuality,  and 
they  withoft-w  to  their  several  apartments,  entertain 
ing  very  diffirent  sentiments  of  each  other. 

'*  A  troublesome,  inquisitive  old  gentleman,"  said 
Tyrrel  to  himself;  ''I  nMnember  him  narrowly  escap- 
ing tho  bastinado  at  Smyrna,  for  thmsting  his  advico 
on  the  Turkish  cadi— and  then  IJie  under  a  consider- 
able obligation  to  him,  giving  him  a  sort  of  right  u§ 
annoy  me— Well,  I  must  parry  his  impertinence  aa 
I  can." 

"A  shy  cock  this  Frank  Tyrrel,"  thought  the  tra- 
veller;    a  very  complete  dodger  1— But  no  roatt«r<-^C 
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■lull  wirra  him,  were  he  to  douhle  Tike  a  fox— I  am 
resolvfd  to  make  hi?  ma(tf*rK  my  own,  and  if  /cannot 
carry  him  through,  I  know  not  who  can." 

Ilavini;  forniefl  this  philanthmpic  resolution,  Mr. 
Touch wuiod  throw  hiniMlf  into  bed,  which  kicki)^ 
declined  exactly  at  tiie  ri^ht  Hii^le,  and.  full  of  isell- 
complacency,  consigned  himscJf  to  aluinbtr. 


CHAPTER  XXIX. 

MEDIATIOX. 

Ho  beironc  I 

"Wr.  will  n4>t  now  l>e  trouble  with  reply  ; 
We  uAitf  ftir,  take  it  adviwdlr. 

King  Hetirf  iV.,  Part  I 

It  had,  bern  the  purp()Be  of  Tyrrcl,  by  risinff  and 
breakfnstinR  early,  to  avoid  again  nu-eting  Mr.  Touch- 
wood, having  ui>on  his  hanris  a  nintter  in  which  that 
officious  gentleman's  interfprence  was  likely  to  prove 
troublesome.  His  chanicter,  he  was  aware,  had  been 
assailed  at  the  8pa  in  the  most  public  manner,  and  in 
the  most  public  manner  he  was  resolved  to  acinand 
redress,  conscious  that  whatever  other  important  con- 
cerns had  brought  him  to  Scotland,  inufit  nt^ccssarily 
be  postponed  to  the  vindication  of  his  honour.  He 
was  determined,  for  this  purpose,  to  go  down  to  the 
rooms  when  the  company  was  afsemhled  at  the 
breakfast  hour,  and  had  Just  taken  iiis  hat  to  set  out, 
when  ho  was  interrupted  by  Mrs.  Dofin,  who,  an- 
nouncing "a  gentleman  that  was  spcering  for  him," 
ushered  into  the  chamber  a  very  fashionable  young 
man  m  a  military  surtout,  covered  with  silk  lace  and 
fur,  and  wearing  a  foraging-cap ;  a  dress  now  too 
familiar  to  be  distinguished,  but  which  at  that  time 
was  used  only  by  geniuses  of  a  superior  order.  The 
Btranger  was  neither  handsome  nor  plain,  but  had  in 
his  appearance  a  good  deal  of  pretension,  and  the  cool 
eosy  superiority  which  belongs  to  high  breeding.  On 
his  pari,  he  surveyed  Tyrn^ ;  and,  as  his  appearance 
differed,  perhaps,  from  tnat4br  which  the  exterior  of 
the  Cleikuni  Iim  had  prepared  him,  he  abatiti  some- 
thing of  the  air  with  which  he  had  entered  the  room, 
and  politely  announced  himself  as  Captain  JekyI,  ot 

the  Guards,  (pn.'scnting  ut  the  samo  time,  his 

ticket.) 

"  He  presumed  he  spoke  to  Mr.  Martigny  7" 

"To  Mr.  Francis  Tyrrel,  sir,"  replied  Tyrrel,  draw- 
ing himself  UP— "Martigny  was  my  mother's  name— 
I  nave  never  home  it." 

'*I  am  not  here  for  the  purpose  of  disputing  that 
point,  Mr.  Tyrrel,  thouieh  I  am  not  entitled  to  admit 
what  my  principal's  infonnation  leads  him  to  doubt." 

"Your  Drincipal,  I  presume,  is  Sir  Bingo  Binks?" 
nid  Tyrrel.  '*!  have  not  fonrotten  that  there  is  an 
unfortunate  affair  between  us." 

"  I  have  not  the  honour  to  know  Sir  Bingo  Binks," 
said  Captain  Jekyl.  "  I  come  on  the  part  of  the  Earl 
of  Etherington." 

Tyrrel  stood  silent  for  a  moment,  and  then  said,  "  I 
am  at  a  loss  to  know  what  the  gentleman  who  calls 
himself  Karl  of  Etherington  can  have  to  say  to  m& 
throufifh  the  medium  of  such  a  messenger  as  yourself, 
Cantam  Jekyl.  I  should  have  supposed  that,  consi- 
dering our  unhappy  relationship,  and  the  terms  on 
which  we  stand  towards  each  other,  the  lawyers  were 
the  fittest  negotiators  between  us." 

"Sir,"  said  Captain  Jekyl,  "you  are  misunder- 
standing my  errand.  I  am  come  on  no  message  of 
hostile  import  from  Lord  Eiherinpton— I  am  aware 
of  the  connexion  betwixt  you,  which  would  render 
Buch  an  ofRce  altogether  coniradicu»ry  to  common 
sense  and  the  laws  of  nature ;  and  I  assure  you  I 
would  lay  down  my  life  rather  than  bo  concerned 
in  an  affair  so  unnatural.  I  would  act,  if  possible, 
as  a  mediator  betwixt  you." 

They  had  hitherto  remained  standing.  Mr.  Tyr- 
rcl now  offered  his  guest  a  seat ;  and,  having  as- 
Mimed  one  himself,  ne  broke  the  awkward  pause 
which  ensued  by  observing,  "I  should  be  happy, 
after  ex))eriencing  such  a  hmg  course  of  injustice 
and  persecution  from  vour  friend,  to  Icnrn,  even  at 
this  late  i)eriod.  Captain  Jekyl,  aiiy  thing  which 
can  make  me  think  better,  either  of^him,  or  of  hia 
purpose  towards  nie  and  towards  others," 


"Mr.  Tyirel."  said  Captain  Jekyl,  "you  nros 
alk>w  me  to  speak  with  candour.  There  is  toi 
great  a  stake  betwixt  your  lm>ther  and  ^ou  to  per 
iiiit  you  to  be  friends ;  but  I  do  not  m  e  it  is  ni*ces 
sary  that  you  should  thi.rifore  be  inorial  enemies.' 
loin  not  my  brother's  enemy,  (.'antain  Jekyl,' 
said  IVrrvl— "I  have  never  been  so— His  friend, 
cannot  be,  and  he  knows  but  too  well  the  inaur 
mountable  barrier  which  his  own  conduct  hasplaoei 
between  us." 

•'  I  am  aware,"  said  Captain  Jekyl,  slowly  nm 
expressively,  "generally,  at  least,  of  the  particular 
of  your  unfortunate  disagreement." 

"^If  so,"  said  Tyrrel,  colouring^  "you  must  b 
also  aware  with  what  extreme  pain  1  feel  myael 
compelled  to  enter  on  such  a  subject  with  a  tola 
stranger— a  stranger,  too^  the  friend  and  confidao 

i»f  one  who But  I  will  not  hurl  your  feeling! 

Captain  Jekyl,  but  rather  endeavour  to  suppniM 
my  own.  In  one  word,  I  beg  lo  be  favoured  ynd 
the  imr>ort  of  your  communication,. as  I  am  obligee 
to  f>o  down  to  the  Spa  this  morning,  in  order  tc 
put  to  rights  some  matters  there  which  coBcera  nu 
nrarly." 

"  If  you  mean  the  cause  of  your  absence  from  an 
appointment  with  Sir  Binco  Binks,"  said  Cuptaiii 
Jekyl,  "the  matter  has  been  alnady  complctdT 
explained.  I  pulled  down  the  offensive  placaio 
with  my  own  nand,  and  ri^nderetl  invself  respona- 
ble  for  your  honour  to  any  one  who  should  presuina 
to  hold  It  in  future  doubt." 

"Sir,"  said  Tyrrel,  very  much  surprised,  "I  aiu 
obligi'd  to  you  for  your  intention,  the  more  so  as  I 
am  Ignorant  how  I  have  merited  such  inierfercncc 
Iiisiiot,  however,  quite  satisfactory  to  me,  because 
I  am  accustomed  to  be  the  guardian  of  my  owa 
honour." 

"An  easy  task,  I  presume  in  all  cases,  Mi. 
T>Trel,  answered  Jekyl,  "but  peculiarly  so  in  toe 
present,  when  you  will  find  no  one  so  hardy  as  to 
assail  if.— My  interfen'nce,  indeed,  would  have  beco 
iinjustifinbly  officiou^^  had  I  not  bivn  at  the  moment 
undertakings  commis(«ion  implving  confidential  in- 
tercourse with  yr>u.  For  the  saRe  of  my  own  cha- 
racter, it  became  necessary  to  establibh  yours.  I 
know  the  truth  of  the  whole  aflair  from  my  friend, 
the  Earl  of  Etherington,  who  ouxht  to  thank  Hea- 
ven so  long  as  he  lives,  that  savtil  him  on  that  occa^ 
sion  from  the  commission  of  a  very  gR-at  crime.'*  . 

"Your  friend,  sir,  has  had,  in  the  course  of  hit 
life,  much  to  thank  Heaven  for,  but  more  for  which 
to  ask  God's  forgivemss." 

"I  am  no  divine,  sir,"  replied  Captain  Jekyl, 
with  spirit;  "but  I  have  been  told  that  the  same 
mav  be  said  of  most  men  alivi\" 

"I,  at  least,  cannot  dispute  it,"  said  Tyrrd; 
"but,  to  proceed.— Have  you  found  yourself  si 
librty,  Captain  Jekyl,  to  deliver  lo  the  public  the 
whole  particulars  of  a  rencontre  so  singular  as  thai 
which  tfw»k  place  between  your  friend  and  me?" 

"I  have  not,  sir."  said  Jekyl— "I  judged  it  a 
matter  of  great  delicacy,  and  which  each  of  you  had 
the  like  interest  to  prestn'e  secret," 

"  May  I  beg  to  know,  then,"  said  Tyrrel,  "  hon 
it  was  possible  for  you  to  vindicate  my  absena 
from  Sir  Bingo*s  rendezvous  otherwise?" 

"It  was  only  necessary,  sir,  to  pledge  my  woni 
as  a  gentleman  and  a  man  of  honour,  characters  ii 
which  I  am  pretty  well  known  to  the  world,  that 
to  my  certain  personal  knowledge,  you  were  hurl 
in  an  aflair  with  a  friend  of  mine,  the  further  par 
ticiilars  of  which  prudence  required  should  be  sunt 
into  oblivion.  I  think  no  one  will  venture  to  dis> 
pute  my  word,  or  to  n quire  more  iban  my  assu- 
rance.—If  there  should  oe  any  one  very  hard_  o; 
faiih  on  the  occasion,  I  shall  find  a  way  to  satisfj 
him.  In  the  mean  while,  your  outlawry  has  beer 
rescinded  in  the  most  honourable  manner^  and  Sii 
Bingo,  in  consideration  of  his  share  in  giving  Hsi 
to  rei>orts  so  injurious  to  you,  is  desirous  to  dro7 
all  further  proceedings  in  his  original  quarrel,  anc 
hopes  the  whole  mailer  will  be  forgot  and  forgivei 
on  all  skies." 

"  Upon  my  word*  Captain  Jekyl,"  answered  T^ 
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I,  "j-ou  lay  me  under  the  necessity  of  acknowledg- 
I  oulu^tion  to  you.  Von  have  cut  a  knot  which 
HVNila  have  found  it  verv  ditlicult  to  unloo.**^;  for  I 
ankly  confess,  that,  while  I  was  determined  nut  to 
mun  under  the  stij^ina  put  up<jn  mn,  1  should  have 
id  great  dtflicidly  in  cicnrin?  my(s<;If,  without  mon- 
Miing  circumetance^  which,  wire  it  onlv  for  the 
ike  of  my  C'^thor'a  memory,  should  be  'buried  in 
«nial_  obhvion.  I  hope  your  friend  feels  no  con- 
nued,  inconvenience  from  his  hurt  7" 
"His  lurd»iiip  is  nearly  quite  recovered,"  said 
ekyl. 
**  And  I  trust  he  did  me  the  justice  to  own,  that, 

9  far  as  my  will  was  concerned,  I  am  totally  guilt- 
«of  the  purpqse  of  hurting  him  ?" 

"He  docs  you  full  jusiice  in  that  and  every  thing 
!«,"  replii.*d  Jekyl;  "regrets  the  impetuosity  of  his 
iwn  temper,  and  is  determined  to  be  on  his  guard 
minst  it  in  fururi'." 

^ThaL"  said  Tyrrel,  "is  so  far  well;  and  now, 
Dty  lasK  once  more,  what  communication  you  have 
«  make  to  mc  on  the  part  of  your  friend '?— Were 
tfrom  any  one  but  him,  whom  I  have  found  so  uni- 
armly  false  and  treacherous,  your  own  fainufss  and 
andour  would  indiice  me  to  nope  that  this  unnatural 
jmntl  might  be  in  some  sort  ended  by  your  incdi- 
itioo." 

•I  then  proceed,  sir,  under  more  favourable  aus- 
piees  than  I  expected,"  said  Captain  Jekyl,  "  to  enter 
oo  nij' commission.— You  are  al>out  to  commence  a 
Itwrnnt,  Mr.  Tyrrel,  if  fa  me  does  not  wrong  you,  for 
tbepurpose  of  depriving  your  brother  of  his  estate  and 
title." 

"The  case  is  not  fairly  stated,  Captain  Jekvl,"  re- 
poed Tyrrel ;  **  I  commence  a  lawsuit^  when  I  ao  com- 
Ke  it,  for  the  sake  of  ascertaining  my  own  just 

ItB." 

It  comes  to  the  same  thing  eventually,"  said  the 
Bsfiator ;  "  I  am  not  call<:<l  upon,  to  decide  upon  the 
jwiice  of  yoiir  claims,  but  they  are,  you  will  allow, 
Kwljr  started.  The  late  Countess  of  Etherington 
wa  in  possession— open  and  undoubted  possession— 
aberrank  in  society." 
^  "If  she  had  no  real  claim  to  it,  sir,"  replied  Tvrrel, 

Aehad  more  than  justice  who  enjoyed  it  so  long; 
nd  the  injured  lady  whose  claims  were  postponed, 
W  jnst  80  much,  less.— But  fl-is  is  no  point  lor  you 
■od  me  to  discuss  between  us— it  must  be  tried  elae- 
tfcere," 

"Proofs,  sir,  of  the  strongest  kind,  will  be  necessary 

10  orerthrow  a  right  so  well  established  in  public 
ttnion  as  that  of  tne  present  possessor  of  the  title  of 
ukeringion." 

TjTrel  took  a  paper  from  his  pocketbook.  and,  band- 
og )t  to  Captain  Jekyl,  only  answered,  "  I  have  no 
.hooehts  of  asking  you  to  give  up  the  cause  of  your 
limJ:  but  niethinks  the  documents  of  which  I  give 
«■  a  list,  may  shake  your  opinion  of  it." 
,Ciptjiri  Jekyl  read,  mnttering  to  himself,  " '  Ccr' 
ifeatt  of  marriasfe,  bv  the  Rev.  Zadock  Kemp^  rfuip' 
watothe  Britiitk  Flmhasayat  Paris,  bttxttm  Marie 
^BfUrttche^  CompUsse  de  Martipny^  and  the  Ri^ht 
vnaurabie  John  Lord  OakcndaU— Letters  between 
hhi  Earl  of  Kthtrington  and  his  lady,  under  the 
iWe  ^Madu  mede  Ma  rtismy—  Certifcate  of  baptism 
-Dtclaratiun  of  tfu  Earl  of  Ether  in  gton  on  his 
fcaA-6«/.' — All  this  is  very  well— but  may  I  ask  you, 
(r.  Tyrrel.  if  it  is  really  your  purpose  to  go  to  extremity 
nth  your  brother?" 

He  has  forgot  that  he  is  one— he  has  llAed  his 
wri  against  my  life." 

"You  have  shed  his  blood— twice  shed  it,"  said 
JAylj  "the  world  will  not  ask  which  brother  gave 
Ae  ofience,  but  which  received,  which  inflicted,  the 
wnresl  wound." 

*YouT  friend  has  inflicted  one  on  me,  sir,"  said 
TttkI,  "  that  will  bleed  while  I  have  the  power  of 


I  uaderstand  vou^  sir,"  said  Captain  Jekyl ;  "  you 
*ttB  the  affair  of  Miss  Mowbray  7" 
^  Spare  me  on  that  subject,  sir!"  raid  Tyrrel. 
Hitherto  I  have  disputed  my  most  important  nghis 
"^his  which  involved  my  rank  in  society,  my  for- 
^^  the  honour  of  my  mother— with  something  like 


composure ;  but  do  not  rey  more  on  the  topic  yoti 
have  touched  upon,  unless  you  would  have  before  you 
a  madman  !— Is  it  possible  for  you,  sir,  to  have  heard 
even  thi*  outline  of  this  story,  and  to  imagine  that  I 
can  ever  reflect  on  the  cold nloodt.fi  and  most  inhu- 
man stratagem,  which  this  Iriend  of  yours  prepared 

for  two  unfortunates,  without" He  started  up,  and 

walked  impetuously  to  and  fro.  "  Since  the  Kiend 
himself  interrupted  the  happiness  of  perfet^t  innocence, 
there  was  never  such  an  aclof!rea<;nery— never  such 
schemes  of  happiness  destroyed— never  fliuch  inevita- 
ble misery  prepanti  for  two  wretches  who  had  the 
idiocy  to  rcposi*  perfect  confidence  in  him !— Had  there 
been  passion  in  his  conduct,  it  had  been  the  act  of  a 
man— a  wicked  man,  indeed,  but  still  a  human  crea- 
ture, acting  under  the  influence  of  human  feeling;a— 
but  his  was  the  deed  of  a  calm,  cold,  calculating 
demon,  actuated  by  the  basest  and  most  sordid 
motives  of  self-interest,  joined,  as  1  firmly  believe,  to 
an  early  and  inveterate  hatred  of  one  whose  claims 
he  considered  as  at  variance  with  his  own." 

"I  am  sorry  to  see  you  in  such  a  temper,"  said 
Captain  Jekyf,  calmly;  "Lord  Riherington,  I  trust, 
acted  on  very  diflerent  motives  than  those  you  impute 
to  him  j  and  if  you  will  but  listen  to  me,  perhaps 
Something  may  be  struck  out  which  may  accommo- 
date these  unhappy  disputes." 

"Sir,"  said  Tyrrel,  sitting  down  again,  "I  will 
listen  to  you  with  calmness,  as  I  wouhl  remain  calm 
under  the  probe  of  a  surgeon  tending  a  festered 
wound.  IJut  when  you  touch  mo  to  the  quick,  when 
you  prick  the  very  nerve,  you  cannot  expect  me  to 
endure  without  wincing." 

"  I  will  endeavour,  then,  to  be  as  brief  in  the  opera- 
tion as  I  can,"  replied  Captain  Jekyl,  who  possessed 
the  advantage  of  the  most  admirable  composure  dur- 
ing the  whole  conference.  "1  conclude,  Mr.  Tyrrel, 
that  the  peace,  happiness,  and  honour  of  Miss  Mow- 
bray, are  dear  to  you  ?" 

"Who  dare  impeach  her  honour!"  said  Tyrrel, 
fiercely;  then  checking  himself,  added,  in  a  moro 
moderate  tone,  but  one  of  deep  feeling,  "They  are 
dear  to  me,  sir,  as  my  eyesight. 

"  My  friend  holds  them  in  equal  regard,"  said  the 
Captain ;  "  and  has  come  to  the  resolution  of  doing 
her  the  most  ample  justice." 

"  Ho  can  no  her  justice  no  otherwise,  than  by  ceas- 
ing to  haunt  this  neighbourhood,  to  think,  to  speak, 
even  to  dream  of  her. 

"Lord  F.theringlon  thinks othenviw," said  Captain 
Jekyl ;  "  he  bi^lieves  that  if  Miss  Mowbray  has  sus- 
tained any  wrong  at  his  hands,  which,  of  course,  I 
am  not  called  urM)n  to  admit,  it  will  be  best  repaired 
by  the  ofl*er  to  snare  with  her  his  title,  his  rank,  and 
his  fortune." 

"  His  title,  rank,  and  fortune,  sir,  are  as  much  a 
falsehood  as  he  is  himselff*  said  Tyrrel,  with  vio- 
lence—"Marry  Clara  Mowbray?  never!" 

"My  friend^s  fortune,  you  will  observe,"  relied 
Jekyl,  "dot>s  not  rc-st  entirely  upon  the  event  of  the 
lawsuit  with  which  vou,  Mr.  Tyrrel,  now  threaten 
him.— Deprive  him,  i?  you  can,  of  the  Oakendala 
estate,  he  has  still  a  large  patrimony  by  his  mother  | 
and  besides,  as  to  his  marriage  with  Clara  Mowbray, 
he  conceives,  that  unless  it  should  be  the  lady's  wish 
to  have  the  ceremony  repeated,  to  which  he  is  most 
desirous  to  defer  his  own  opinion,  they  have  only  to 
declare  that  it  has  already  passed  between  them." 

"A  trick,  sir!"  said  Tyrrel.  "  a  vile  infamous  trick! 
of  which  the  lowest  wretch  in  Newgate  would  be 
ashamed— the  imposition  of  one  person  for  another." 

"Of  that,  Mr.  Tyrrel,  I  have  seen  no  evidence 
whatever.  The  clergyman's  certificate  is  clear- 
Francis  Tyrrel  is  united  to  Clara  Mowbray  in  the 
holy  bands  of  w«llock— such  is  the  tenor^there  is  e 
copy— nay,  stop  one  instant,  if  you  please,  sir.  You 
say  there  was  an  imposition  in  the  case— I  have  no 
doubt  but  you  speak  what  you  believe,  and  what  Mise 
Mowbray  told  you.  She  was  surprised— forced,  in 
some  measure  from  the  husband  she  had  iust  married 
—ashamed  to  meet  her  former  lover,  to  whom,  doubt- 
leas,  she  had  made  many  a  vow  of  love,  and  ne'er  n 
true  one— what  wonder  that,  unsupported  by  her  bride* 
groom,  she  ahould  have  chaixged  bor  tone,  and  tmown 
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all  the  blame  of  her  own  inconatancy  on  the  absent 
9waiii  ?— A  woman,  at  a  pinch  ho  cntical,  will  muke 
the  most  improbable  exrusc.  raiber  than  be  found 
guilty  on  her  own  confi-8.«ion. ' 

"There  must  be  no  justinK  in  ibi^  caae,"  wiid  T>t- 
rel,  his  chock  becoming  pale,  and  iiis  voice  altered 
with  passion. 

"  I  ant  quite  siTious,  sir,"  replied  JekyI ;  "  and  there 
w  no  law  court  in  Britain  that  would  take  the  lady's 
word— all  she  has  to  olicr,  and  that  in  her  own  cause 
—against  a  whole  body  of  evidence,  direct  and  cir- 
cumstantial, sliowinK  that  she  was  by  her  own  free 
consent  married  to  the  gentleman  who  now  claims 
her  hand.— Forj?ivc  me,  sir— I  see  you  are  nmch 
agitated— I  do  not  mean  to  dispute  your  ri^hl  of  be- 
lievinf;  what  you  think  is  must  credible— ^Lonly  use 
the  freedom  of  pointing  out  to  you  the  impn>Nsion 
which  the  evidence  is  likely  to  make  on  the  minds  of 
inditierent  pen<ons." 

"  Your  friend,"  answered  Tyrrel,  aflt*ctinff  a  com- 
posure, which,  however,  he  was  far  from  possessing, 

may  think  by  such  arguments  to  screen  his  villany ; 
but  it'cnniiot  avail  him— thetnith  is  known  U)  Heaven 
—it  is  known  to  me— and  there  is,  besides,  one  indif- 
ferent witiiet^s  uptm  earth,  who  can  testifv  that  the 
most  abominable  imposition  was  practised  on  Miss 
Mowbray." 

"  Y(m  mean  her  cousin,— Hannah  Irwin,  I  think, 
is  her  name,"  answered  JckyJ ;  "you  K-e  I  am  fully 
acquainted  with  all  the  circuiii.«tances  of  the  case. 
But  where  is  Hannah  Irwin  to  be  found  7" 

"She  will  appt>ar,  doubtless,  in  Heaven's  pood 
time,  and  to  tbc  confusion  of  him  who  now  imnnines 
the  only  witness  of  his  treachery— the  only  one  who 
could  tell  the  truth  of  this  complicated  mystery- 
cither  no  longer  lives,  or,  at  lenst,  cannot  be  brought 
forward  otniinst  him,  to  the  niiii  of  his  schemes.  "^  es, 
sir,  that  slight  observation  of  yours  has  more  than 
explained  to  me  whv  your  friend,  or,  to  call  him  by 
his  true  name,  Mr.  Valentine  Bulnier,  has  not  com- 
menced his  machinations  sooner,  and  also  wliy  he 
has  commenced  them  now.  He  thinks  himself  cer- 
tain that  Hannah  Irwin  is  not  now  in  Britain,  or  to 
be  Druduced  in  a  court  of  justice— he  may  find  him- 
aelt  mistaken." 

"  My  friend  seems  perfectly  confident  of  the  issue 
of  his  cause,"  answered  Jekyl ;  "  but  for  the  lady's 
Bake,  he  is  most  unwilling  to  prosecute  a  suit  which 
must  be  attended  with  so  many  circumstances  of 
painful  exposure." 

"Exposure,  indeifd!"  answered  Tyrrel;  "thanks 
to  the  traitor  who  laid  a  mine  so  fearAil,  and  who 
now  afflicts  to  \w  reluctant  to  fire  it.— Oh !  how  I  am 
bound  to  curse  that  affinity  that  restrains  my  hands ! 
I  would  be  content  to  be  the  meanest  and  vilest  of 
society,  for  onehourof  venseance  on  this  unexampled 
hypocntti !— One  thing  is  certain,  sir— your  friend  will 
have  no  living  victim.  His  (»ersi«ution  will  kill 
Clara  Mowbray,  and  fill  up  the  cup  of  his  crimes. 

with  the  murder  of  one  of  the  sweetest 1  shall 

grow  a  woman,  if  I  say  more  on  the  subject  1" 

"My  friend,''  aaid  Jekyl,  "since  you  hke  best  to 
have  him  so  defined,  is  as  desirous  as  vou  can  be  to 
spare  the  lady's  feelings ;  and  with  that  view,  not 
reverting  to  former  passages,  he  has  laid  before  her 
brother  a  proposal  of  alliance,  with  which  Mr.  Mow- 
bray is  highly  pleased." 

"Ha  !"  said  T>Trel,  starting—"  And  the  lady  ?"— 

"And  the  ludv  so  far  proved  favourable,  as  to  con- 
vent that  Lord  ^therington  shall  visit  i:>haws-Castle." 

"  Her  consent  must  have  been  extorted  I"  exclaimed 
Tyrrel. 

"It  was  given  voluntarily,"  said  Jekyl,  "as  I  am 
led  to  miderstand ;  unless,  nerhops,  in  so  far  as  the 
desire  to  veil  these  verv  unpleasing  transactions  may 
have  oiierated,  I  thinlc  naturally  enough,  to  induct) 
her  to  sink  them  in  eternal  secn^sy,  by  accepting  LonI 
Elherington's  hand.— I  see,  sir,  1  give  you  pam,  at»d 
am  sorry  for  it.— I  have  no  title  to  call  upon  you  for 
K  jy  exertion  of  generosity;  but,  should  such  be  Miss 
Alowbray's  sentiments,  is  it  too  much  to  expect  of 
y  Ml,  that  you  will  not  compromise  the  lady's  honour 
b '  insisting  upon  fotmcr  claims,  and  opening  up  dis- 
ri  puiable  transftctioDB  ao  long  past  T* 


"Captain  Jekyl,"  said  Tyrrel,  aolemnly,  "Ihavi 
no  claims.  Wfiatever  1  might  have  bad,  were  can- 
celled by  :he  act  of  treachery  through  which  yoia 
friind  endeavoun d  too  successfully  to  supplant  me. 
Wife  Clara  Moh  bray  as  tree  from  her  pretended  niar< 
riage  an  law  couhl  pronouuce  hi:r,  still  with  nie~nif,at 
leai*t,  of  all  men  in  the  world— the  obstacle  must  cv«r 
rt-iuain,  that  the  nuptial  benediction  has  bt^n  pro- 
nounced over  her,  and  the  man  whom  I  must  for  once 

cnll  brother." He  8tO|)i>ed  at  that  word,  as  if  it 

had  ci>st  him  agrjny  to  proiU)unce  it,  and  then  re- 
sumed:--" No.  sir,  I  have  no  views  of  personal 
arl vantage  in  this  matter— they  have  been  long  anni- 
hilated—But I  will  not  permit  Clara  Mowbray  to 
Iwcome  the  wife  of  a  villain— I  will  watch  ovirlur 
with  thoughts  as  spotless  as  those  of  her  guardian 
onirel.  I  havi-  b<-en  the  cnuiae  of  all  the  evil  she  hu 
suHtaincil— I  first  persuaded  her  to  quit  the  path  of 
duty— I,  of  nil  mt  ii  who  live,  am  bound  to  protect 
hi^r  from  the  misery- from  the  guili— which  must 
(ittnch  to  her  as  this  man's  wife.  I  will  m\a 
believe  that  she  wishes  it— I  will  never  believ^ 
that  in  calm  mind  and  sol>er  reason,  she  can  be 
brought  to  listen  to  such  a  {.'uilty  proposal.— Bot 
hir  mind— alas  !--is  not  of  the  firm  texture  it  once 
could  boast ;  and  your  friend  knowy  well  how  to 
pre-ss  on  the  spring  of  evtry  passion  that  can  ogiuie 
and  alarm  her.  1'hreats  of  exposure  may  extort  her 
cons4nt  to  this  most  unfitting  mateh,  if  ilicv  do  no. 
indeed  drive  her  to  suicide,  which  I  think  the  most 
likely  termination.  I  will,  tnerefons  be  strong  when 
hhe  IS  weak.— Vour  friend,  sir,  must  at  least  strip  hii 
proposals  of  their  fine  gilding.  I  will  satisfy  Mr. 
Mowbray  of  St  Konan*s  of  his  faUie  pretences,  both 
to  rank  and  fortune ;  and  I  rather  thinK.  he  will  pro* 
lect  his  sistirr  a&n&inst  the  claim  of  a  ncedv  proflitiote 
th'Mi^di  he  might  be  dazzled  with  the  alhar.ceofa 
wealthy  p<er." 

"  Vour  cause,  sir,  is  not  yet  woo,"  answered  Jekyl; 
"and  when  it  is,  your  brother  will  retain  propeny 
enough  to  entitle  him  to  marry  a  greater  match  than 
3Iiss  Mowbray,  liesidcs  the  large  estate  of  Nettle- 
wood,  to  which  that  alliance  must  give  him  right.  Bat 
I  would  wish  to  make  some  accommodation  between 
you  if  it  were  possibh/.  ^'ou  profi-aa,  Mr.  Tj-rrel,  to 
lay  aside  all  8c.>Ifish  wishes  amf  views  in  this  matter, 
and  to  look  entirely  to  Miss  Mowbray's  safety  and 
happinesa  ?" 

Sw:h.  upon  my  honour,  is  the  exclusive  puTpote«l 
my  interference— 1  would  give  all  1  am  worth  to  pro- 
cure her  an  hour  of  quiet— for  happiness  she  willnover 
know  again." 

"  Your  anticipations  of  Miss  Mowbray*»  distrcMi," 
said  Jekyl,  "  are,  I  understand,  founded  upon  die 
character  of  my  friend.  You  think  him  a  man  of  lifd^t 
principle,  and  because  he  overreached  you  in  a  juvenile 
intrigue^  you  conclude  that  now,  in  his  more  steady  and 
advancttd  years,  the  happiness  of  the  lady  in  whomyoa 
are  so  much  inti-rested  ought  not  to  be  trusted  to  hiinf* 

"There  may  be  other  grounds,"  said  Tyrrel,  hastily; 
"  but  you  may  argue  upon  those  you  ha^  c  named,  ai 
sufficient  to  warrant  my  interference." 

"  How,  then,  if  I  should  propose  some  accommodi- 
tion  of  this  nature  1  Lord  Etherington  does  notjpre- 
tend  to  the  ardour  of  a  passionate  lover.  He  Pivea 
much  in  the  world,  and  has  no  desire  to  quit  it  Hin 
Mowbray's  health  is  delicate— her  suints  variable— 
and  retirement  wouhl  most  probably  be  her  choice.— 
Suppose— I  am  barely  putting  a  supposition— flupposo 
that  a  marriage  between  two  |)ors<»ns  so  circumstanced 
were  rendered  necessary  or  advantageous  to  both 
—suppose  that  such  a  marriage  were  to  secure  to  one 
party  a  large  estate— were  to  insure  the  other  agaioit 
all  the  conscfiucnccs  of  an  unpleasant  ejiposure~-itilli 
both  ends  might  bi;  obtained  by  the  mere  cereinonyol 
tnarriage  passing  between  them.  There  might  be  a 
previous  contract  of  separation,  with  suitable  pro- 
visions for  the  lady,  and  stipulations,  by  which  thi 
husband  should  renounce  all  claim  to  her  socieiy 
Such  things  happen  every  season,  if  not  on  the  veq 
marnagc  day,  yet  before  the  honeymoon  is  over.- 
Wenltb  and  freedom  would  be  the  lady's,  and  as  mod 
rank  as  yon,  sir,  supposing  your  cIcuidb  just,  may  tUai 
proper  to  leaVe  them." 
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Thete  waa  a  longpau^e,  during  which  Tyrrel  under^ 
ncot  many  changes  of  cotintennnce,  which  JekyI 
vitched  caivfuliyf  without  pre89inj(  him  for  an  an- 
rwr.  At  Icngrh  he  replied,  "There  is  much  in  your 
jMopoMl,  Captain  Jekyl,  which  I  might  be  teinpted  to 
acosde  to,  as  one  manner  of  unloosing  this  uordian 
knot,  and  a  compromise  by  which  Miss  Mowbray's 
future  tranquiUity  would  be  in  some  degree  provided 
for.  But  I  would  rather  trust  a  fanged  adder  than  vour 
friend,  unless  1  saw  him  fettered  by  the  strongest  ties  of 
inierpst.  Besides,  I  am  (Certain  the  unhnnpy  lady  could 
Dercr  survive  the  being  connected  wiin  uim  m  this 
ninncr,  though  but  for  the  single  moment  when  they 
should  appear  togt'ther  at  the  altar.  There  are  other 
objections*' 

He  checked  himself,  paused,  and  then  proceeded  in 
•  cilm  and  self-possessed  tone.  "Voii  think,  per- 
haps, even  yet,  that  I  have  some  selfish  and  interested 
views  in  this  business ;  and  probably  you  may  feel 
yuorself  entitled  to  entertain  the  same  suspicion  to- 
wirds  me,  which  I  avowedly  harbour  respecting  everv 
proposition  which  originates  with  your  friend.— I 
cinnoi  help  it— I  can  but  meet  these  disadvantageous 
unpressions  with  plain  dealing  and  honesty;  and  it 
ism  the  spirit  of  both  that  /make  a  proposition  to 
)fw.— Vour  friend  is  attached  to  rank,  fortune,  and 
woHdly  advantages,  in  the  usual  proportion,  at  l(.>ast, 
in  which  they  are  pursued  by  men  of  the  world— this 
yoamust  admit,  and  I  will  not  ofTend  you  by  supposing 
more." 

**  I  know  few  people  who  do  not  desire  such  advan- 
tagn,"  answered  Cjiptaiii  Jekyl ;  "  and  I  frankly  own 
tnit  he  aflfects  no  particular  degree  of  philosophic 
indifrerence  respecting  them." 

"  Be  it  so,"  answered  Tyrrel.  "  Indeed,  the  propo- 
m1  you  have  just  made  indicates  that  his  pretended 
dam  on  this  young  lady's  hand  is  entirely,. or  almost 
eniirtly,  dictated  by  motives  of  interest,  since  you  are 
of  opinion  that  he  would  be  contented  to  separate 
fiom  her  society  on  the  very  marriage  day,  provided 
dut,  in  doing  so,  he  was  assured  of  the  Netilcwood 
pwpeny." 

,"My  proposition  was  unauthorized  by  my  nnn- 
ciptl,"  answered  Jekyl ,  "  but  it  is  needless  to  deny, 
UM  its  very  tenor  implies  an  idea,  on  my  part,  that 
Loni  Rihenngton  is  no  pas.sionatc  lover." 

"Well  then,"  answered  TvTrel.  "Consider,  sir, 
and  let  him  consider  well,  that  the  estate  and  rank  he 
now  assumes,  depend  upon*  my  will  and  pleasure — 
that,  if  I  prosecute  the  claims  of  which  inai  scroll 
BUKs  you  aware,  he  must  descend  from  the  rank  of 
Mearl  mto  that  of  a  commoner,  stripped  of  by  much 
the  better  half  of  his  fortune— a  diminution  which 
vroald  be  far  from  compensated  by  the  estate  of  Noi- 
tlewood,  even  if  he  could  obtain  it,  which  could  only 
heby  means  of  a  lawsuit,  precarious  in  the  issue,  and 
nmt  dishonourable  in  its  very  essence." 

*Well,  sir,"  replied  Jekyl,  "1  perceive  your  argu- 
ment—What is  your  proposal  ?" 

"That  I  will  abstain  from  prosecuting  my  claim  on 
Jhew  honours  and  that  property— that  I  will  leave 
▼ilentine  Bulmer  in  possession  of  his  usurped  title 
tad  Hi-deserved  wealth— that  I  will  bind  myself  under 
Ac  8tron?i.i9t  penalties  never  to  disturb  hispossefision 
tflbeRaridoni  of  Elhenngton  and  estates  belonging 
loit-^n  condition  that  he  allows  the^woman,  whose 
IjSioeof  mind  he  has  ruined  forever,  to  walk  through 
[he  world  in  her  wretchedness,  undisturbed  either  by 
his  mamage-suit,  or  by  any  claim  founded  upon  his 
owBmost  irrarhcrous  conduct— in  short,  that  he  for- 
h!tr  tu  molosl  Clara  Mowbray,  either  by  his  presence. 
*ord,  lett«^r,  or  through  the  intervention  of  a  third 
Mrtf,and  he  to  her  in  future  as  if  he  did  not  exist." 

'*This  is  a  singular  offer,"  said  the  f^aptain ;  "  may 
task  if  you  are  serious  in  making  it?" 

'*Iam  neither  surprised  nor  offi^nded  at  thecpies- 
tnn."  said  Tyrrel.  "  I  am  a  man.  sir,  like  others,  and 
iftcl  no  8U|ieriority  to  that  which  all  men  desire  the 
MKSRion  of— a  certain  consideration  and  station  in 
•odety.  I  am  no  romantic  fool  to  undervalue  the  sa- 
Qifice  I  am  about  to  make.  I  renounce  a  rank  which 
is  and  ought  to  be  the  more  valuable  to  ine,  because 
ttintolves  (he  blushed  as  he  spoke)  the  fame  of  an 
hoMured  mother— because,  in  failing  to  claim  it,  I 


I  disobey  the  commands  of  a  dying  father,  who  wishnd 
!  that  by  doing  so  I  should  declare  to  the  world  the  pe- 
nitence which  hurried  him  perhaps  to  the  grave,  and 
the  making  which  public  he  consideren  might  be 
some  atonement  for  his  errors.  From  an  honoured 
place  in  the  land,  I  descend  voluntarily  to  become  a 
nameless  exile;  ibr,  once  certain  that  Clara  Mow- 
bray's peace  is  aasurcMl,  Britain  no  longer  holds  me. 
All  this  I  do,  sir,  not  in  any  idle  strain  of  overheated 
feeling,  but  seeing,  and  knowing,  and  dearly  valuing, 
ever>'  advantage  which  I  renounce— yet  I  do  it,  and 
do  it  willingly.  ratht»r  than  be  the  cause  of  farther  evil 
to  one.  on  whom  I  have  already  brought  too— too 
much. 

His  voice,  in  spite  of  his  exertions,  faltered  as  he 
concluded  the  sentence,  and  a  big  drop  which  rose  to 
his  eye,  rcvjuired  him  for  the  moment  to  turn  towards 
the  window. 

"  I  am  ashamed  of  this  childishness,"  he  said,  turn- 
ing again  to  Captain  Jekyl;  "if  it  excites  your  ridi- 
cule, sir,  let  it  be  at  least  a  proof  of  my  sincerity." 

"  I  am  far  from  entertaining  such  sentiments,^'  said 
Jekyl,  respectfully— for,  in  a  long  train  of  fashionable 
follies,  his  heart  had  not  been  utterly  hardened—"  very 
far,  indeed.  To  a  proposal  so  singular  as  yours,  I  can- 
not be  expected  to  answei^-except  thus  far^the  cha- 
racter of  the  peerage  is,  I  believe,  indeUble,  and  can- 
not be  resigned  or  assumed  at  pleasure.  If  you  are 
really  Earl  of  Etherington^  I  cannot  see  how  your  re- 
signing the  right  may  avail  my  friend." 

^*  You,  sir,  it  might  not  avail,"  said  Tyrrel,  gravely, 
"  because  you,  perhaps,  might  scorn  to  exercise  a  right, 
or  hold  a  title  that  was  not  legally  yours.  ,  But  your 
friend  will  have  no  such  compunctious  visitings.  If 
he  can  net  the  Earl  to  the  eye  of  the  world,  he  Has  al- 
ready shown  that  his  honour  and  conscience  will  be 
easily  satisfied." 

"  May  I  take  a  copy  of  the  memorandum  containing 
this  list  of  documents,"  said  Captain  Jekyl,  "for  the 
information  of  my  constituent?" 

"The  paper  is  at  your  pleasure,  sir,"  replied  Tyrrel 5 
"  it  is  itself  but  a  copy.— But  Captain  Jekyl."  he  ad- 
ded, with  a  sarcastic  express!  m,  "is,  it  would  seem, 
but  imperfectly  let  into  his  friemd's  confidence— he 
maybe  assured  his  principal  is  completely  aniuainted 
with  the  contents  of  this  paper,  and  has  accurate  co- 
pies* of  the  deeds  to  which  it  refers." 

"I  think  it  scarce  possible,"  said  Jekyl,  angrily. 

"  Possible  and  certain !"  answered  Tyrrel.  My 
father,  shortly  preceding  his  death,  sent  me— with  a 
most  affecting  confession  of  his  errors— this  list  of 
papers,  and  acquainted  me  that  he  had  made  a  similar 
communication  to  your  friend.  That  he  did  so  I  have 
no  doubt,  however  Mr.  Bulmer  may  have  thought 
propiT  to  disguise  the  circumstance  in  communication 
with  you.  One  circumstance,  among  others,  stamps 
at  once  his  character,  and  confirms  me  o(  the  danger 
he  apprehended  by  my  return  to  Britain.  Ho  found 
means,  through  a  scoundrelly  agent,  who  had  made 
me  th('  usual  remittances  from  my  father  while  aliye, 
to  withhold  those  which  were  necessary  for  my  re- 
turn from  the  Levant,  and  I  was  obliged  to  borrow 
from  a  friend." 

"Indetxl  ?'  replied  Jekyl.  "It  is  the  first  time  I 
have  hi-ard  of  these  papers— May  I  inquire  where  the 
originals  are,  and  in  whose  custody?" 

""I  was  in  the  East,"  answered  Tyrrel,  "during my 
father's  last  illness,  and  these  papers  were  by  him  de- 
posited with  a  respectable  commercial  house,  with 
which  he  was  connected.  They  were  enclosed  in  a 
cover  directed  to  me,  and  that  again  in  an  envelope* 
addressed  to  the  principal  person  in  their  firm." 

"  You  must  be  sensible.''  said  Captain  Jekyl,  "  that 
I  can  scarcely  decide  on  the  ex traonlinary  offer  which 
vou  have  been  pleased  to  make,  of  resigmng  the  claim 
founded  on  these  documents,  unless  1  had  a  previous 
opportunity  of  examine  them." 

*'  You  shall  have  that  opportunity— I  will  write  to 
have  them  sent  down  by  the  post— they  lie  but  in 
small  compass." 

"  This,  then,"  said  the  Captain,  "  sums  up  all  thst 
can  he  said  at  present— Supposing  these  proofs  to  oe 
of  unexceptionable  authenticity,  I  certainly  would  ad- 
vise my  friend  Etherington  to  put  to  aleep  a  claim  so 
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importont  as  youra,  even  at  the  expense  of  rcflifoimg 
hifl  inatrinionml  Bi)eculatioD~I  presume  you  de«Kn  to 
abiiJe  by  your  oiler  7'' 

'*1  am  not  in  the  habit  of  altering  my  mind— atill 
less  of  rctructiug  my  word,"  said  Tyrrel,  aomcwbut 
hauchtiiy. 

"  Wc  part  friends,  I  hope  7"  said  Jtkyl,  rising,  and  I 
taking  hia  leave.  ' 

"  INiot  eneniiea,  certainly,  Captain  Jekyl.     I  will  , 
own  to  you  i  owe  you  my  thanks  fi)r  extricatinK  n't" 
from  that  fooliali  aflair  at  the  Well— nothing  could 
have  put  me  to  more  inconvenience  than  the  neces-  , 
^ity  of  following  to  extremity  a  frivolous  quarrel  at 
llic  present  moment/' 

"  Vou  will  comedown  among ua,  then7'*8nid  Jekyl. 

"I  certainly  shall  not  wish  to  appear  to  hide  mv- 
■elf,"  answeR>d  Tyrrel ;  ''  it  is  a  circumstance  might 
be  tumcKi  a^'ainst  me— there  is  a  party  who  will  avail 
himself  of  every  advantage.  I  nave  hut  one  path. 
Captain  Jekyl— that  of  tmth  and  honour." 

Captain  Jekyl  lK>wcd,  and  took  his  leave.  So  soon 
ms  be  was  gone,  Tyrrel  locked  the  door  of  the  apart- 
ment, and  drawing  from  his  bosom  a  {lortrait,  gazed 
on  it  with  a  mixture  of  sorrow  and  tenderness,  until 
the  tears  dropped  from  his  eye. 

It  was  the  picture  of  Clara  Mowbrav,  such  as  he 
had  known  her  in  the  days  of  their  youthful  love,  and 
taken  by  himHi>lf,  whose  early  turn  for  painting  had 
already  developed  itself.  The  features  of  the  bloom- 
ing girl  might  be  yet  traced  in  the  fine  countenance 
ot  the  more  matured  original.  But  what  was  now 
become  of  the  glow  whicn  had  shaded  her  che<-k  7— 
what  of  the  arch,  yet  subdued  pleasantry,  which  lurked 
in  the  eye 7— what  of  the  joyous  content,  which  com- 
posed every  feature  to  the  expression  of  a  Euphro- 
■yne  7— Alas  I  these  were  long  fled  !— Sorrow  had 
laki  his  hand  upon  her— the  purple  light  of  youth  was 
quenched— the  glance  of  innocent  gayety  was  ex- 
changed for  looks  now  moody  with  ill-concealed  care, 
now  animated  by  a  spirit  of  reckless  and  satirical 
observation. 

"  What  a  wreck  I  what  a  wreck !"  exclaimed  Tyr- 
rel ;  "  and  all  of  one  wretch's  making.— Can  I  put  the 
last  hand  to  the  work,  and  be  her  murderer  outright  7 
I  cannot— I  cannot !— I  will  be  strong  in  the  resolve  I 
have  formed— I  will  sacrifice  all— rank— station-for- 
tune—and  fame.  Revenge !— Revenge  itself,  the  last 
rd  left  nie— revense  itself  I  will  sacrifice,  to  obtain 
her  such  tranquillity  as  she  may  be  yet  capable  to 
enjoy.". 

In  this  resolution  he  sat  down,  and  wrote  a  letter 
to  the  commercial  house  with  whom  the  documents 
of  his  birth,  and  other  relative  papers  were  deposited, 
requesting  that  the  packet  containing  them  should  be 
forwarded  to  him  through  the  post-omce. 

Tyrrel  was  neither  unambitious,  nor  without  those 
sentiments  resf)eining  personal  consideration,  which 
are  usually  united  with  deep  feeling  and  an  ardent 
mind.  It  was  with  a  trembling  hand,  and  a  watery 
eye.  but  with  a  heart  firmly  resolved,  that  he  sealed 
and  despatched  the  letter  ;  a  step  towards  the  resig- 
nation, in  favour  of  his  mortal  enemy,  of  that  rank 
and  condition  in  life,  which  was  his  own  by  riglit  of 
inheritance,  but  had  so  long  hung  in  doubt  betwixt 
them. 


CHAPTER   XXX. 

INTRUSIOlf. 

By  mjr  troth,  I  will  iro  witli  thee  to  th«  lanc'i-end  I— I  am  a 
khd  of  burr— 1  fhall  itick.— JtfMsitrv/br  Mtasitre. 

It  was  now  far  advanced  in  autumn.  The  dew  lay 
thick  on  the  long  grass,  wlM*re  it  was  touched  by  the 
sun ;  but  where  the  sward  lay  in  shadow,  it  was  cov- 
ered with  hoar  frost,  and  cnsped  under  Jekyl* s  foot, 
as  he  returned  through  the  woods  of  St.  Ronan's. 
The  leaves  of  the  ash-trees  detached  themselves  from 
the  branches,  and,  without  an  air  of  wind,  fell  spon- 
taneously on  the  path.  Tlic  mists  still  lay  lazily  upon 
the  heights,  and  the  hu^^e  old  tower  of  St.  Ronan^s 
was  entirely  shrouded  with  vapour,  except  where  a 
sunbeam,  struggling  with  the  mist^  penetrated  into  its 
WKoth  BO  iar  «sto  show  a  projoctuig  tuiret  upon  one 


of  the  angles  of  the  old  fortress,  which,  long  a  ft- 
vtturite  haunt  of  the  raven,  was  popularly  raited  the 
Corbie^s  Tower.  Bcnr^tli,  the  some  was  open  and 
ligliisonie,  and  the  robin  recibreast  was  chirking hii 
best,  to  atone  for  the  abscnre  of  all  oihei  choristers. 
The  fine  folinge  of  autumn  wiist  been  in  many  a  dade, 
runniuK  up  the  si<Jesof  each  little  ravine,  ms«et-niKi] 
and  gulden -sfM  eked,  and  tinged  frequently  with  the 
red  hues  of  the  mountain-ash ;  while  lien-  and  there i 
huge  old  fir,  the  native  growth  of  the  soil,  flung  hv 
broad  shadow  over  the  rest  of  the  trees,  and  seeined 
to  exult  in  the  ptrnKimnce  of  hii*  du»<ky  livery onr 
the  more  ishowv,  but  transitory  brilliance  by  which  be 
was  surrounded. 

.Such  18  the  scone,  which,  so  often  described  in 
prose  and  in  po<-try,  yet  seldom  loses  its  effect  upon 
the  ear  or  upon  the  eye,  and  throoifh  wliirh  we  wan- 
der with  a  strain  of  mind  congenial  to  the  decline  of 
the  year.  Therr.  are  few  who  (!o  not  feel  tiie  iinpi»' 
sion;  and  even  Jekyl,  though  bnrd  to  far  dificrcDt 
pursuits  than  thorn*  most  favourable  to  sueh  coattm- 
nlntion,  relaxed  his  pace  to  admire  the  uocommoQ 
beauty  of  the  landscape. 

PcrtiHi^s,  also,  he  was  in  nohurr\'  io  rejoin  theEari 
of  Ethcrincton,  towards  whoto  service  he  fi^lt  him- 
self more  disinclined  since  his  interview  with  TyneL 
It  was  clear  that  that  nobleman  had  not  fully  reposed 
in  his  friend  the  confidence  promis<-d ;  he  had  oot 
made  him  aware  of  the  existence  of  those  important 
documents  of  proof,  on  which  the  whole  fateof  hii 
negotiation  appeared  now  to  hinire,  and  in  so  far  bad 
deceiv(*d  him.  Yet,  when  he  pulled  from  bia  podtet, 
and  re-read  Ixini  Kthcrington's  explanatory  letter. 
Jekyl  could  not  help  l>eing  more  sensible  than  he  had 
been  on  the  first  perusal,  now  much  the  prcsratjiot- 
sessorof  that  title  felt  alarmed  at  his  brother's  claiini; 
and  he  had  some  compassion  for  the  natural  foabiir 
that  must  have  rendered  him  shy  of  comniunieatiiy 
at  once  the  very  worst  view  of  his  case,  even  lom 
most  confidential  friend.  Upon  the  whole,  heiemeB* 
bercd  that  Lord  Rtherington  had  been  his  beneiadflr 
to  an  unusual  extent ;  that,  in  return,  he  had  proDUHd 
the  young  nobleman  his  active  and  devoted  s«iit- 
ance,  in  extricating  him  from  the  difficulties  wilk 
which  he  seemtnl  at  present  surrounded  ;  that,  ■ 
quality  of  his  confidant,  he  had  become  aoqusinied 
with  the  most  secret  transactions  of  his  Itfej  and 
that  it  could  only  be  some  very  strong  cause  indeed 
which  could  justify  breaking  oft  from  him  at  this  ma- 
ment.  Yet  ne  could  not  help  wishing  either  that  hii 
own  obligations  had  been  less,  his  fnend*s  cause  lw^ 
ter,  or,  at  least,  the  friend  himself  more  worthy  d 
assistance. 

"  A  beautiful  morning,  sir,  for  such  a  fognr,  d-d 
climate  as  this,"  said  a  voice  close  by  Jekyrs  car. 


which  made  him  at  once  start  out  of  his  contu..^- 
tion.  He  turned  half  round,  and  Invide  him  auod 
our  honest  friend  Touchwood,  his  throat  muffled  ia 
his  large  Indian  handkerchief,  huge  gouty  ahoea 
thrust  upon  his  feet,  his  bobwig  well  powdered,  and 
the  gold- headed  cane  in  his  hand,  carried  uprighlis 
a  sergeant's  halberd.  One  glance  of  contempluoas 
survey  entitltKl  Jekyl.  according  to  his  modish. idM 
to  rank  the  old  gentleman  as  a  n>gular-builtquii,iBO 
to  treat  him  aa  the  young  gentlemen  of  his  Msjeac/i 
Guards  tliink  themselves  entitled  to  use  eveiy.BB- 
fashionable  variety  of  the  human  species.  A  aliflp 
inclination  of  a  bow,  and  a  ver>'  cola  '*  You  haveths 
advantage  of  me,  sir,**  dropped  as  it  were 


sciously  from  his  tongue,  were  meant  to  repress  tbs 
old  gentleman's  advances,  and  moderate  his  aaibi' 
tion  to  be  hail  fellow  well  met  with  his  belters.  Bb* 
Mr.  Touchwood  was  callous  to  the  intended  rdxduej 
he  had  lived  too  much  at  large  upon  ilie  world,  and 
was  far  too  confident  of  his  own  merits,  to  take  • 
repulse  easily,  or  to  permit  his  modesty  to  intarfsf* 
with  any  purpose  which  he  had  formed.  ^ 

"  Advantage  of  you,  sir  7"  he  rvpYu^d ;  "  I  haveTif^ 
too  long  in  the  world  not  to  keep  all  the  sdvantag^ 
I  have,  and  gel  all  I  can— and  I  reckon  it  one  that  1 
have  overtaken  you,  and  shall  have  the  plessme  ^ 
your  company  to  the  Well." 

"  I  should  out  interrupt  your  worthier  meditatioi* 
sir,"  said  the  other;  "besidesi  I  am  a  modMt  im*^ 
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nan,  and  think  myMlf  fit  for  no  better  company  than 
Bf  own— moreover,  I  walk  alow^very  alow.— Good 
■oming  to  you,  Mr.  A— A— 1  believe  my  treacherous 
nemory  has  let  slip  your  name,  air." 
**My  name  .'—Why,  your  memory  must  hav(f  been 
ike  Pat  Murtough'a  greyhound,  that  let  the  hare  go 
lefore  he  cuui^ht  it.  ^  ou  never  heard  my  name  in 
•our  life.    Touchwood  is  my  name.   What  d'ye  think 


if  it  now  you  know  it?" 


am  n'ally  no  connoisseur  in  surnames,"  an- 
iwered  JekyI ;  **  and  it  is  quite  the  same  to  me  whc- 
her  you  call  yourself  Touchwood  or  Touchstone. 
)oa't  let  me  keep  you  from  walking  on,  sir.  Vou 
nil  find  bn>akfast  far  advanced  at  the  Weil,  sir,  and 
wir  walk  has  probably  given  you  an  appetite." 

**  Which  will  serve  me  to  luncheon-time,  I  promise 
tw,"  said  Touchwood;  '*I  always  drink  my  cuflee 
IS  soon  as  my  feet  are  in  my  pabouches— it*B  the 
ray  <dl  over  (be  E^st.  Never  trust  my  breakfast  to 
bar  scalding  milk-and-water  at  the  Well,  I  assure 
oa ;  and  for  walking  slow,  I  have  had  a  touch  of 
he«>ut." 

•Have  vou?"  said  Jekyl;  "lam  sorry  for  that; 
lecausc.  it  you  have  no  mind  to  breakfast,  I  have— 
md  BO,  Mr.  Touchstone,  good-morrow  to  you." 

But,  although  the  young  soldier  went  off  at  double 
mck  time,  his  pertinacious  attendant  kept  close  by 
i»  side,  displaying  an  activity  which  seemed  incon- 
itcent  with  his  make  and  nis  years,  and  talking 
way  the  whole  time,  so  as  to  snow  that  his  lungs 
pcre  not  in  the  least  degree  incommoded  by  the  un- 
tnal  rapidity  of  motion. 

**Nay,  young  gentleman,  if  you  arc  for  a  good 
mart  walk,  I  am  for  you,  and  the  gout  may  be  d— tl. 
Tou  are  a  lucky  fellow  to  have  youth  on  vour  side ; 
vt  yet,  so  far  as  between  the  Aukoun  and  the  Well, 
think  I  could  walk  you  for  vour  sum,  barring  run- 
ling— all  heel  and  toe— equal  weight,  and  I  would 
oaCch  Barclay  himself  for  a  mile." 

**Upon  my  word,  you  are  a  gay  old  gentleman!" 
■id  Jekyl  relaxing  his  pace ;  ^  and  if  we  must  be 
cDow-travellers,  though  I  can  sec  no  great  occasbn 
or  it,  I  must  even  shorten  sail  for  you.'^ 

So  saying,  and  as  if  another  means  of  deliverance 
lad  occurred  to  him,  he  slackened  his  pace,  took  out 
I  morocco  case  of  cigars,  and.  lighting  one  with  his 
higiu/,  said,  while  he  walked  on.  and  bestowed  as 
nmra  of  its  fragrance  as  he  could  upon  the  face  of 
Us  tntnisive  companion,  "  Vergeben  sie,  mein  herr— 
ich  bin  erzogen  in  kaiserlicher  dienst— muss  rauchcn 
cnkleine  wenig."* 

** Rauchcn  sie  immer  fort,"  said  Touchwood,  pro- 
doeing  a  huge  meerschaum,  which,  suspended  by  a 
chain  from  his  neck,  lurked  in  the  bosom  of  his  coat, 
"habe  auch  mien  pfeichen— Sehcn  sie  den  lieben 
iQpf  ft  and  he  began  to  return  the  smoke,  if  not  the 
ire,  of  his  companion,  in  full  volumes,  and  with  intc- 

**  The  devil  take  the  twaddle,"  said  Jekyl  to  him- 
kU;  "he  is  too  old  and  too  fat  to  be  treated  after  the 
Binner  of  Professor  Jackson ;  and,  on  my  life,  I 
unnot  tell  what  to  make  of  him.— He  is  a  residenter 
loo— I  must  tip  him  the  cold  shoulder,  or  he  will  be 
peMering  mo  eternally." 

Aecordin^y,  he  walked  on,  sucking  his  cigar,  and 
ipparently  m  as  abstracted  a  mood  as  Mr.  Cargill 
Kmielf,  without  paying  the  least  attention  to  Touch- 
Jiood,  who,  nevertheless,  continued  talking,  as  if  he 
Wd  been  addressing  the  most  attentive  hrttener  in 
Scotland,  whether  it  were  the  favourite  nephew  of  a 
fnm,  old,  rich  bachelor,  or  the  aid-de-camp  of  some 
old  nisty  firelock  of  a  general,  who  tells  stories  of  the 
Anencan  war. 

"And  so,  sir,  I  can  put  up  with  any  companion  at 
tpio:h,  for  I  have  travelled  in  all  sorts  of  ways,  from 
t  caravan  down  to  a  cjirrier's  cart ;  but  the  best  soci- 
ety is  the  best  every  where ;  and  I  am  happy  I  have 
mn  in  with  a  gentleman  who  suits  me  so  well  as 
'•a.—That  grave,  steady  attention  of  yours  reminds 
•eof  Elfi  Bey -you  might  talk  to  him  in  Englisli,  or 

*  FtiririwB  im,  lir,  I  wm  lired  in  the  Imperial  Mnriee,  and  muit 
*ake  a  litUr. 

*teok«  MM  much  m  yoapleaM :  I  hmrt  got  my  pipe  loo.-<fiee 
«hii  a  baauural  bead  I 
VauV. 


any  thing  he  understood  least  of— you  mi?ht  have 
read  Aristotle  to  Elfi,  and  not  a  muscle  would  he  stir 
—give  him  his  pipi',  and  he  would  sit  on  his  cushion 
with  a  listening  air  as  if  he  took  in  every  word  of 
what  you  said. 

Captain  Jekyl  threw  away  the  remnant  of  his  cigar, 
with  a  little  movement  of  pettishness,  and  began  to 
whistle  an  opera  air. 

"There  again,  now  '.—That  is  just  so  like  the  Mar- 
quis of  Roccombole,  another  dear  friend  of  mine,  that 
whistles  all  the  time  you  talk  to  him— He  says  he 
learned  it  in  the  Reign  of  Terror,  when  a  man  was 
glad  to  whistle  to  show  his  throat  was  whole.  And, 
talking  of  great  folk,  what  do  vou  think  of  this  affair 
between  Lord  Rtheriiigton  anu  his  brother,  or  cousin, 
as  some  folk  call  him  7 

Jekyl  absolutciv  started  at  the  question  :  a  degree 
o[  emotion,  which,  had  it  been  witnessed  by  anv  of 
his  fashionable  friends,  would  for  ever  have  ruined  hia 
pretensions  to  rank  in  the  first  order. 

"  What  affair?"  he  a«ked,  so  soon  as  he  could  com- 
mand a  certain  degree  of  cximpomire. 

"  Why,  you  know  the  news  surely  ?  Francis Tyrrcl, 
whom  all  the  company  voted  a  coward  the  other  day. 
turns  out  as  brave  a  fellow  as  any  of  us ;  for,  instead 
of  having  run  away  to  avoid  having  his  own  throat 
cut  by  Sir  Bingo  Binks,  he  was  at  the  very  moment 
engaged  in  a  gallant  attempt  to  murder  his  elder 
brother,  or  his  more  lawful  brother,  or  his  cousin,  or 
some  such  near  relation." 

"I  believe  you  are  misinformed,  sir,"  said  Jekyl 
dryly,  and  then  resumed,  as  deftly  as  he  could,  hia 
proper  character  of  a  pococurante. 

"I  am  told,"  conunued  Touchwood,  "one  Jekyl 
acted  as  a  second  to  them  both  on  the  occasion— a 
proper  fellow,  sir— one  of  those  fine  gentlemen  whom 
we  pay  for  polishing  the  pavement  in  Bond  Street, 
and  looking  at  a  thick  shoe  and  a  pair  of  worsted 
stockings,  as  if  the  wearer  were  none  of  their  pay- 
masters. However,  I  believe  the  Commander-in- 
Chief  is  like  to  discard  him  when  he  hears  what  has 
happened  •" 

'^Sir!"  said  Jekyl,  fiercely— then,  recollecting  the 
folly  of  being  angry  with  an  original  of  his  compa- 
nion's descnptk)n,  he  proceeded  more  coolly,  "  You 
are  misinformed— Captain  Jekyl  knew  nothing  of  any 
such  matter  as  you  refer  to— you  talk  of  a  person  you 

know  nothing  of— Captain  Jekyl  is" (Here  he 

stopped  a  little,  scandalized,  perhaps^  at  the  very  idea 
of  vindicating  himself  to  sucn  a  personage  from  sucb 
a  charge.) 

"  Ay,  ay,"  said  the  traveller,  filling  up  the  chasm  in 
his  own  way,  "  he  is  not  worth  our  talking  of  cer- 
tainly—but I  believe  he  knew  as  much  of  the  matter 
as  either  you  or  1  do,  for  all  that" 

"  Sir,  this  is  either  a  very  great  mistake,  or  wilful 
impertinence,"  answered  the  officer.  "  However  ab- 
surd or  intrusive  you  may  be,  I  cannot  allow  yoiL 
either  in  ignorance  or  iticivility,  to  use  the  name  of 
Captain  Jekyl  with  disrespect— I  am  Captain  Jekyl, 
sir.^' 

"  Very  like^  very  like,"  said  Touchwood,  with  the 
most  provokmg  indifference;  "I  guesseo  as  much 
befort^.*^ 

"  Then,  sir,  you  may  guess  what  is  likely  to  follow, 
when  a  gentleman  hears  himself  unwarrantably  and 
unjustly  slandered,"  replied  Captain  Jekyl,  surprised 
and  provoked  that  his  annunciation  ot  name  and 
rank  seemed  to  be  treated  so  lightly.  "I  advise  you, 
sir,  not  to  proceed  too  far  upon  the  immunities  of  your 
age  and  insignificance." 

*'I  never  presume  farther  than  I  have  good  reason 
to  think  necessary,  Captain  Jekyl,"  answered  Touch- 
wood, with  great  composure.  I  am  too  old,  as  you 
say,  for  any  such  idiotical  business  as  a  duel,  which 
no  nation  I  know  of  practices  but  our  silly  fools  of 
Kurope— and  then,  as  for  your  switch,  whicn  you  art; 
grasping  with  so  much  dignity,  that  is  totally  out  of 
the  question.  Look  you,  young  giiutjeinan ;  four-fifths 
of  my  life  have  been  spent  among  men  who  do  not 
set  a  man's  life  at  the  value  of  a  button  on  his  collar — 
every  p<TSon  learns,  in  such  cases,  to  prottrct  himself 
as  he  can  ;  and  whoever  strikes  me  must  stand  lo 
the  oonaequenoea.   I  have  aiwavs  a  brace  of  bull-dogi 
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iboat  tun  which  pat  age  ami  youth  on  a  level.  So 
■uppow  me  horse- wh;pT>cd,  and  pray,  ot  the  ranio 
lime,  piippoBC  younjclf  nhot  thronjih  the  bo<iv.  The 
aame  exertion  of  iiiiaiciiialion  will  iervc  fqr  hoth 
purposes." 

80  saying,  he  cxhihited  a  very  handsome,  highly 
finished,  and  riehly- mounted  pair  of  pistols. 

"  Catch  me  without  my  tools,'*  said  he,  significantly 
buttoning  his  coat  over  the  arms,  which  were  con- 
cealed in  a  Hide-pocket,  ingeniously  contrived  for  that 
purpose.  "I  see  you  do  not  know  what  to  make  of 
nic,"  ho  continued,  in  a  familiar  and  confidential 
tone;  "but,  to  tell  you  the  truth,  every  bo«ly  that  has 
meddled  in  this  8t.  Konan's  busmess  is  a  little  off  the 
hooks— something  of  a  ttlte  exaltfe,  in  plain  words,  a 
little  crazy,  or  so ;  and  I  do  not  afFfCt  to  be  much 
wiser  than  other  people." 

"Sir,"  saki  Jekyl.  **vour  manners  and  discourse 
are  so  unprecedented,  that  I  must  ask  your  meaning 
plainly  and  decidedly— Do  you  mean  to  insult  me 
orno?" 

"  No  insidt  at  all,  young  centleman— all  fair  mean- 
ing, and  above  boaru—I  only  wislieii  to  let  you  know 
what  the  world  may  say,  that  is  all." 

"  Sir  "  said  Jekyl,  hastily,  *'  the  world  may  tell  what 
Jiea  it  pleases ;  but  I  was  not  present  at  the  rr^ncontre 
between  Etherington  and  Mr.  Tyrrel— I  was  some 
hundred  milM ofT' 

"There  now,"  said  Touchwood,  "  there  vat  a  ren- 
contre between  them— the  vcr>'  thing  I  wanted  to 
know." 

"  Sir."  said  Jekyl.  aware  too  late  that,  in  his  haste 
to  vindicate  himself,  he  had  committt-d  his  friend,  "I 
desire  you  will  found  nothing  on  an  expression  hastily 
used  to  vindicate  myself  from  a  falw  aspersion— I  only 
meant  to  say,  if  there  was  an  affair  such  as  you  talk 
of^  I  know  nothing  of  it." 

"Never  mind— never  mind— I  shall  make  no  bad 
use  of  what  I  have  learned,"  said  Touch  wooii.  "  Were 
you  to  eat  your  words  with  the  b**«t  fit<li-sauce,  (and 
that  is  Burgess's,)  I  have  got  all  the  information  from 
them  I  wanted." 

"  You  are  strangely  pertinacious,  sir,"  replied 
Jekyl. 

"  O,  a  rock,  a  piece  of  flint  for  that— What  I  have 
learned,  I  have  learned,  but  I  will  make  no  bad  use 
of  it.— Hark  ye,  Captam,  I  have  no  malice  against 
your  friend— perhaps  the  contrary— hut  he  is  in  a  bad 
course,  sir— has  kept  a  false  reckoning,  for  n»  dr«'p  as 
he  thinks  himself;  and  I  tell  you  so,  because  I  hold 
you  (your  finery  out  of  the  question)  to  bo,  as  Hamlet 
■ays^  indifferent  honest ;  but,  if  you  were  not,  why  ne- 
cessity is  necessity ;  and  a  man  will  take  a  Bedouin 
for  his  guide  in  the  desert,  whom  he  would  not  trust 
with  an  aspar  in  the  cutivated  field;  so  I  think  of 
reposing  some  confidence  in  you— have  not  made  up 
my  mind,  yet  thoufl[h." 

''  On  my  word,  sir,  I  am  greatly  flattered  both  by 
your  intentions  and  your  hesitation,"  said  Captain 
Jekyl.  "  Vou  were  pleased  to  say  just  now,  that 
every  one  concerned  with  thetso  matters  was  some- 
thing particular." 

"Ay,  ay— something  crazy— a  little  mad,  or  so. 
That  was  what  I  said,  and  lean  prove  it." 

"I  should  be  glad  to  hear  the  proof,"  said  Jekyl— 
••  I  hope  you  do  not  except  yourself?" 

"Oh!  ny  no  means,"  answered  Touchwood;  "I 
am  one  of  the  maddest  old  boys  ever  slept  out  of 
straw,  or  went  loose.  Bui  you  can  put  fishing  ques- 
tions in  your  turn.  Captain,  1  see  (hat— you  would 
fain  know  how  much,  or  how  little,  I  am  in  all  these 
secrets.  Well,  that  is  as  hereafter  may  be.  In  (he 
mean  time,  here  are  my  prpi>fs.— Old  Scrogie  Mow- 
bray was  mad,  to  like  the  sound  of  Mowbray  better 
than  that  of  Scrogie;  young  Scrop*  was  mad,  not 
to  like  it  as  well.  The  old  Earl  or  Kiheriniston  was 
not  sane  wb(>n  he  married  a  P'rcnch  wife  m  secret, 
and  devilish  mad  indeed  when  he  married  an  Endish 
one  in  public.  Then  for  the  good  folk  here,  Mow- 
bray of  St.  Ronan's  is  crack&i,  when  he  wishes  to 
^ive  his  sister  to  he  knows  not  prp<Ms<«ly  whom :  8h«> 
tf  a  fool  not  to  take  him,  because  she  aoes  know  who 
oe  is,  and  what  has  been  between  them ;  and  your 
friend  is  maddest  of  all  who  seeks  her  under  so  heavy 


a  penalty :— and  yon  ind  I,  Captam,  go  mad  giatii. 
for  compan>-'s  sake,  when  we  mix  ouraelvea  with 
such  a  mfps  of  folly  and  frenzy." 

"Really,  sir,  all  that  you  have  said  is  an  absolute 
riddle  to  me,"  rc'plied  the  embarrassed  Jekyl. 

"  RKJdIi-s  may  t>e  read,"  said  Touchwood,  noddine; 
"if  you  have  anv  desire  to  read  mine,  pray,  thke 
notice,  that  this  Geing  our  first  interview,  I  have  ex- 
erted niys«'lf/uir«  Utfrait  c/w  conrtritation^  as  Jad 
Prrnchiium  saj's ;  if  you  want  another,  yoa  majr 
come  (o  Mrs.  Dod's,  at  the  Cleikuin  Inn,  anyday  bcfon 
Saturdav,  at  four  precisely,  when  you  will  find  none 
of  your  iialf-n(ar%-ed,  long-limbed  bundles  of  boorii. 
which  you  call  poultry  at  the  tabU-d'hoie  but  a  rixfat 
Chitty-gnng  fowll— 1  got  Mrs.  Dods  the  breed  from 
old  Ben  Vandewash,  the  Dutch  broker— stewed  to  1 
miniKe,  with  rice  and  mushrooms.— If  you  can  est 
without  a  .«ilver  fork,  and  your  appetite  serves  yuu. 
you  shall  he  welcome— that  s  all.— So,  good  niOTniag 
to  yoiL  g(MNi  master  lieutenant,  for  a  captain  of  the 
Guards  is  but  a  lieutenant  afttr  all." 

So  saying,  and  ere  Jekyl  coukl  make  any  answer, 
the  old  gentleiiien  (umfxJ  short  off  into  a  path  wbieh 
led  to  the  healing  fountain,  branching  away  from 
that  which  conducttxi  to  the  Hotel. 

Uncertain  with  whom  he  had  been  hoIdmgicoD- 
vcrsaiion  so  strange,  Jekyl  remained  looking  afitf 
him,  until  his  attention  was  roused  by  a  little  boy, 
who  crept  out  from  an  adjoining  thicket,  with  1 
switch  in  his  hand,  which  he  had  been  just  cutting, 
-probably  apainst  regulations  to  the  contrary  effect 
made  anu  nrovidrd,  for  he  held  himself  ready  to  uke 
cover  in  (fip  copse  again,  in  case  any  one  were, in 
sight  who  might  he  interested  in  chastisini;  hie  delin- 
quency, (^antain  Jekyl  easily  recognij*ed  in  hiin  one 
of  (hat  hop<'fiil  clJiHS  of  imp».  v^lw  jiit  l  tj^i  ^j  jorof- 
ous  livelihoiKl  ahout  places  ot  public  rrsort*  by  goutK 
errands,  brushing  shoes,  dumft  the  p^tom  t  sm 
coachman's  work  in  the  stnbks,  tlriring  donkeys 
op<'ning  f(ates,  and  so  forth,  for  nborvt  one  tenih  i\v\ 
of  their  time,  spending  the  n-f^x  in  RsimblingH  *lM|iiiiB 
in  the  sun,  and  otherwise  r]uiiliryjr]|[^  ih(>m^[v«i  tii 
exerciw  the  profession  of  ihitVE  9  and  pickpoekeU 
either  sepnrau'ly,  or  in  coniunciion  w^ith  tham  « 
waiters,  grooms,  and  postilion*.    The  [iltle  1 


had  an  indiflerenr  pair  of  nnntHloonP,  and  abofil  h^ 
a  jacket,  for.  like  Pentapolin  *^*tji  fK*>  r>Tik^H  nrTT»  Iw 
went  on  action  with  his  right  shoulder  bare:  a  thinl 

Eart  of  what  had  once  been  a  hat  covered  his  hnir, 
leached  white  with  the  sun,  and  his  face,  as  brown 
as  a  berry,  was  illuminated  by  a  pair  of  e>'cs,  whidi 
for  spying  out  either  peril  or  profit,  might  have  rivalled 
those  of  the  hawk.— In  a  word,  it  was  the  origiMl 
Puck  of  the  Shaws  dramatical>r. 

"Come  hither,  ye  unhanged  whelp,"  said  JckyL 
"  and  tell  me  if  you  know  the  old  gentleman  (hat 
pass«Hl  down  the  walk  just  now— yonder  he  is,  still  in 
sight." 

^'It  is  the  Naboab,"  said  the  boy;  "I  could  swear 
to  his  back  among  all  the  backs  at  the  Waal,  your 
honour." 

"  What  do  you  call  a  Nabob,  you  varlet  T 

"A  Naboah— a  Naboab?"  answered  the  scoot; 
"  pdd,  I  believe  it  is  ane  comes  irac  foreign  part^ 
with  mair  siller  than  his  pouches  can  hand,  and  qnili* 
it  a'  through  the  country— they  are  aa  yellow  i# 
orangers,  and  maun  hae  a  thing  their  ain  gate.** 

"And  what  is  this  Naboab'a  name,  aa  yoa  call  • 
him?'|  demanded  Jekyl. 

"His  name  is  Touchwood,"  said  his  informcT*, 
"ye  may  see  him  at  the  Waal  every  morning." 

"  I  have  not  seen  him  at  the  ordinary." 

"  Na,  na,"  answered  the  boy ;  "  he  is  a  queer  anW 
cull,  he  disna  frequent  wi' other  folk,  but  lives  upby 
at  the  Cleikum.— He  gave  me  half-a-crown  yinn-, 
and  forbade  me  to  play  it  awa'  at  pilch  and  tosa.'* 

"And  you  disobeyed  him,  of  course  T* 

"  Na,  1  didna  dis-obeyed  him— I  played  it  awa'  at 
neevie-neevuMiick-nack." 

"  Well,  there  is  sixpence  for  thee ;  lose  it  to  the  devil 
'j;  any  way  thou  think'st  prt>per." 

So  saying,  he  gave  the  little  galopin  his  donalire, 
and  a  slight  rap  on  the  pate  at  the  same  lime,  which 
sent  hun  scouring  from  his  presence.    He  himself 
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led  to  Lord  Etherreston*8  apartmenli,  and,  m 
vould  have  it,  found  the  Earl  alone. 


CHAPTER  XXXL 

DIBCVSBION. 

I  Will  eonverw  with  iron-wittad  (holi 
And  onreiipeeuve  boyd-non«  are  for  ma 
Tiiat  lu<»k  into  me  with  •uspicMUs  eyes. 

yir  now.  Jekyl  V*  said  Lord  Ethcringion,  eBfi(erlv  i 
t  news  iroiT\  the  enemy  7— Ha ve  you  seen  him  ?" 
lave,"  replied  Jekyl. 

nd  in  what  humour  did  you  find  him  7— in  none 
va^  very  favourable,  I  dare  say,  for  you  have  a 
i  and  perplexed  look,  that  confesses  a  losing 
—I  have  often  warncu  you  how  vour  hang-dog 
etrays  you  at  brn^— And  then,  when  you  would 
rash  up  your  coura^re,  and  put  a  good  face  on  a 
amc,  your  bold  looks  alwavs  remind  me  of  a 
ird  hoisted  only  half-mast  nigh,  and  betraying 
nholy  and  dejection,  insteaa  of  triumph  and 
cc." 

am  only  holding  the  cards  for  your  lordship  at 
It,"  answered  Jckvl ;  "  and  I  wish  to  Heaven 
may  be  no  one  looking  over  the  hand." 
ow  do  you  mean  by  that?" 
liy.  I  was  l)eset,  on  returning  through  the  wood, 
old  bore,  a  Nabob,  as  they  call  him,  and  Touch' 
by  name." 

»ve  seen  such  a  quiz  about,"  said  Etherington— 
It  of  him  7" 

idling;"  answered  Jekyl,  "except  that  he  seemed 
)w  much  more  of  your  affair*  than  you  would 
)r  are  aware  of.  He  smoked  the  truth  of  the 
ntre  betwixt  Tyrrel  and  vou,  and  what  is  worse— 
t  needs  confess  the  tnith— ho  contrived  to  wring 
me  a  sort  of  confirmation  of  his  suspicions." 
•life !  wert  thou  mad  7"  said  Lord  Etherington, 
12  pale;  "His  is  the  very  tongue  to  send  the 
through  the  whole  country— Hal,  you  have  un- 
tne." 

lone  not,"  said  Jekyl  j  "I  trust  in  Heaven  I  have 
-His  knowledge  is  quite  general— only  that  there 
ome  scufllo  between  you— Do  not  look  bo  dis- 
i  about  it,  or  I  will  e  en  go  back  and  cut  his 
t,  to  secure  his  secrecy." 
ursed  inilisrreiioii !"  answered  the  Earl—"  how 
you  let  him  tix  on  yon  at  all  f  * 
cannot  tell,"  .said  Jekyl— "he  has  powers  of 
f  bevonri  ten  of  the  dullest  of  all  possible  doc- 
«fur!k  like  a  limpet  to  a  rock— a  perfect  double 
}  Old  Man  of  the  Sen,  who  I  take  to  have  been 
"eatFSt  bore  on  record." 

ould  you  not  have  turned  him  on  his  back  Nke  a 
,  and  lefi  him  there  7"  said  Lord  Etherington. 
nd  had  an  ounce  of  lead  in  my  body  for  my  pains  7 
no— we  have  already  had  £>otpad  work  enough— 
nise  you  the  old  buck  was  armed,  as  if  he  meant 
s  folks  on  the  low  toby."* 
/ell— well— But  Mariigny,  or  Tyrrel,  as  you  call 
-what  says  he?" 

^y,  Tyrrel,  or  Martigny,  as  your  lordship  calla 
'  answered  Jekyl,  "  will  by  no  means  listen  to 
lordship's  nroposition.  He  will  not  consent  that 
Mowbray  s  happiness  ^hall  be  placed  in  your 
hip's  keepin:; ;  nay,  it  did  not  meet  his  appro- 
n  a  bit  the  more,  when  I  hinted  at  the  acknow- 
oent  of  the  marriage,  or  the  repetition  of  the 
wny.  attended  by  an  immediate  separation, 
h  I  thought  I  might  venture  to  propose, 
.nd  on  what  grounds  does  he  n^fuse  so  reasonable 
roinmodation?"  said  Lord  Etherington — "l>oes 
iU  seek  to  marry  the  giri  himself  7" 
b«flicve  he  thinks  the  circumstances  of  the  case 
tr  thnt  irnpoAsible,"  n-plied  his  confidant. 
IThat  7  then  he  would  pl.iv  the  dog  in  the  man- 
neither  cnt  nor  let  eat  /—He  shall  find  himself 
(ken.  She  has  used  inc  like  a  dog,  Jekyl,  sinct' 
f  vou ;  and,  by  Jove!  I  will  have  her,  that  I  may 
L  iier  pridi>,  and  cut  him  to  the  liver  with  the 
y  of  seeing  it." 


H 


"Nay,  but  hoM-boldr*  said  Jekyl;  "pflriitN  I 
hnvo  aomethinf^  to  say  on  his  part,  that  may  oe  a 
better  compromise  than  all  vou  could  have  by  teasing 
him.  He  la  willing  to  purchase  what  he  calls  Miss 
Mowbray's  tranquillity,  at  the  expense  of  his  resig- 
nation of  his  clainks  to  your  father's  honours  and 
estate;  and  he  surprised  mo  very  much,  my  lonl,  by 
showing  roe  this  list  of  documents,  which.  I  am  afraid, 
makes  his  success  more  than  probable,  it  tliere  really 
arc  such  proofs  in  existence."  Lord  Etherington  took 
the  paper  and  seemed  to  read  with  much  iittention, 
while  Jekvl  proceeded,—"  He  has  written  to  procure 
these  evidences  from  the  person  with  whom  they  ant 
deposited." 

"  We  shall  see  what  like  they  are  when  they  arrive," 
said  Lord  Etherington.—"  They  come  by  poet,  I  sup- 
pose ?" 

"  Yesi  and  may  be  immediately  expected,"  an- 
swered Jekyl. 

"  Well— he  is  my  brother  on  one  side  of  the  house, 
nt  Icast^''  said  Loni  Etherington :  "and  I  should  not 
much  like  to  have  him  lagged  for  forgery,  which  I 
supfiose  will  be  the  end  of  his  bolstering  up  an  unsub- 
stantial plea  by  fabricated  documents— I  should  like 
to  see  these  same  papers  he  talks  of." 

"  But,  my  lord,"  replied  Jekyl,  "  Tyrrel's  allegation 
is,  that  yoQ  havf.  seen  them }  and  that  copies,  at  joast, 
were  made  out  for  you,  and  are  in  your  possession- 
such  is  his  averment." 

"  He  lies,"  answered  Lord  Etherington,  "  so  far  as 
he  pretends  I  know  of  sach  papers.  I  consider  the 
whole  story  as  froth— foam— fudge,  or  whatever  is 
most  unsubstantial.  It  will  prove  such  when  the 
papers  appear,  if  indeed  they  ever  will  appear.  The 
whole  is  a  bully  fn>m  beginning  to  end ;  and  I  won- 
der at  thee,  Jekyl.  for  being  so  thirsty  after  syllabub, 
that  you  can  swallow  such  whipt  cream  as  that  stuft 
amounU  to.  No,  no— I  know  my  advantage,  and 
shall  use  it  so  as  to  make  all  their  hearts  bleed.  As 
for  these  papers,  I  recollect  now  that  my  agent  talked 
of  copies  of  some  manuscripts  having  been  sent  him. 
but  the  originals  were  not  then  forthcoming;  and 
I  I'll  bet  the  long  od«ls  that  they  never  are— mere 
'  fabrications— if  fthought  otherwise^  would  I  not  tell 

"  Certainly,  I  hope  you  would,  my  lord,"  said  Jekyl ; 
"  for  I  sea  no  chance  of  my  being  useful  to  you,  unicas 
I  have  the  honour  to  enjoy  your  confidence."  , 

"You  do— you  i\o,  mv  friend,"  said  Etherington, 
shaking  faim  by  the  nana ;  "  and  since  I  must  consi- 
der your  present  itMotiation  as  failed,  I  must  devise 
rwme  other  modeof  scttUng  with  this  mad  and  trou- 
blesome fellow." 

"  No  violence,  mif  lord,"  aaki  Jekyl,  once  more,  and 
with  much  emphasis. 

"  None— none— none,  by  Heaven  1— Why,  thou  aus- 
picious wretch,  must  I  swear,  to  quell  your  scruples? 
—On  the  contrary,  it  sliall  not  be  my  uult,  if  we  are 
not  on  decent  terms." 

"  It  would  be  infinitely  to  the  advantage  of  both 
your  characters  if  you  could  bring  that,  to  pass,"  an- 
swered Jekyl ;  "  and  if  you  are  serious  in  wishing  it, 
I  will  endeavour  to  prepare  Tyrrel.  Ho  comes  to  the 
Well  or  to  the  ordinan'  to-day,  and  it  would  be  highly 
ridkjuloufl  to  make  a  scene. 

"  True,  tnie ;  find  him  out.  my  dear  Jekyl,  and  per- 
suade him  how  foolish  it  will  be  to  bring  our  family 
quarrels  out  before  strangers,  and  for  their  amuse- 
ment. They  shall  sec  the  two  bears  can  meet  with- 
out biting.— Go— go— I  will  follow  you  instantly— go, 
and  rememner  you  have  my  full  and  exclusive  confi- 
dence—Go, half-bred,  startling  fool !"  he  continued, 
the  instant  Jekyl  had  loft  the  room,  "  with  just  spirits 
enough  to  ensure  your  own  ruin,  by  hurrying  you  into 
what  you  are  not  up  to.— But  he  has  character  m  tlic 
worid— is  brave— and  one  of  those  whose  wuiitenaiKif 
gives  a  fair  face  to  a  doubtful  business.  He  is  iry 
creature,  too— I  have  bought  and  paid  for  him,  and  it 
would  be  idle  extravagance  not  to  make  use  of  hini 
—But  as  to  wnfklence— no  confidence,  honest  HaL 
beyond  that  which  cannot  bt;  avoided.  If  I  wanted  o 
confidant,  here  comes  a  l>etter  than  thou  by  half- 
Solmoa  has  no  scruples— ho  wi'l  always  give  nis 
iiMHiey*s  vrorth  of  seal  and  accrecy/or  niou  v.'' 
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Hjii  lordship's  valet  at  chia  moment  entered  the 
apartment,  .1  ^ave,  civil-looking  man,  past  the  mid- 
dle age,  with  a  sallow  complexion,  a  dark  thoughtful 
eye,  MOW.  and  sparini?  of  speech,  and  eeduloualy  atten- 
tive to  all  the  dulie»  of  his  situntion. 

**  Sol  men,"— said  Lord  Etlieringion,  and  then  stop- 
ped short. 

"  My  Ionl"~Thpre  was  a  pauses  and  when  Lord 
Ethenngton  had  aj^n  said,  "  Holmes  T*  and  his  volet 
had  answered.  "  ^  our  lordship.'*  tliere  waa  a  second 

riusc ;  until  the  Eari,  as  if  recollecting  himself  "  Oh ! 
remember  what  I  wished  to  say— it  was  about  the 
<x>urse  of  post  here.   1 1  is  not  ver)-  regular,  I  believe  7" 
''Regular  enough,  my  lord,  so  far  as  concerns  this 
place— the  peoole  in  the  Aultoun  do  not  get  their  let- 
ters in  course. 
"And  why  not,  Solmes?"  said  his  lordship. 
"The  old  woman  who  keeps  the  little  inn  there, 
my  lord,  is  on  bad  terms  with  the  post-misliess— the 
one  will  not  send  for  the  letters,  and  the  other  will 
not  despatch  them  to  the  villacc;  so,  betwixt  them, 
they  are  sometimes  lost  or  mislaid,  or  returned  to  the 
<«eneral  Post-office.'* 

"*  I  wish  that  may  not  be  the  case  of  a  packet  which 
]  expect  in  a  few  days— it  ahould  liave  been  here 
already,  or,  perhaps,  it  may  arrive  in  the  beginning  of 
the  week— it  is  from  that  formal  ass,  Trueman  the 
Quaker,  who  addresses  me  bv  my  Christian  and 
family  name,  Francis  T>-rrel.  He  is  like  enough  to 
mistake  the  inn,  too,  and  1  should  be  sorry  it  felT  into 
Monsieur  Martigny's  hands— I  suppose  you  know  he 
is  in  that  neigbtiourhood  I— Look  after  its  safetv, 
Solmes — qiiieuy,  you  understand;  because  people 
might  put  odd  consinictions,  as  if  I  were  wanting  a 
letter  which  was  not  my  own." 

"I  understand  perfectly,  my  lord,"  said  Solmca, 
without  exhibiting  the  sli/chtest  chanse  in  his  sallow 
countenance,  chough  entu«ly  compreaending  the  na- 
ture of  the  service  required. 

"And  here  ib  a  note  will  pay  for  postage,"  said  the 
Karl,  putting  into  his  valet's  hand  a  bank-bill  of  con- 
skierable  value ;  "  and  you  may  keep  the  balance  for 
occ«sional  expenses." 

This  was  also  fully  understood ;  and  Solmes,  too 
politic  and  cautious  even  to  look  intelligence,  or  ac- 
knowledge gratitude,  made  only  a  bow  of  acqiiies- 
oence,  put  the  note  into  his  pocket-book,  and  assured 
his  lonlship  that  his  commands  should  be  punctually 
attended  to. 

"There  goes  the  agent  for  my  money,  and  for  my 
purpose,"  said  I^rrl  Etherington,  exiiitingly;  "no 
extorting  of  confidence,  no  demanding  of  explana- 
tk>na,  no  tearing  off*  the  veil  with  which  a  delicate 
manoeuvre  is  eaze—tU  excuses  are  received  aaanfent 
enmptant,  provided  only,  that  the  best  excuse  of  all, 
the  arffenl  eamptant  itself,  come  to  recommend  them. 
Yet  I  will  trust  no  one— I  will  out,  like  a  skilful  gene- 
ral, and  reconnoitre  in  person." 

With  this  resolution,  Ijord  Etherington  pat  on  his 
Ktrtout  and  cap,  and  sail  vine  from  his  apartments, 
took  the  way  to  the  bofjkseller's  shop,  which  also 
nrved  as  post-office  and  circulating  library ;  and  being 
in  the  very  centre  of  the  parade,  (for  ao  is  tennud  the 
broad  terriice  walk  which  leads  fro  a  the  inn  to  the 
Well,)  it  formed  a  con  venientlounging-plaoc  for  news- 
mongers and  idlers  of  every  description. 

The  Earl's  appearance  created,  as  usual,  a  sensation 
upon  the  public  promenade ;  but  whether  it  was  the 
BQggcstion  of  Ins  own  alarmed' conscience,  or  that 
there  was  some  real  cause  for  the  remark,  he  could 
not  help  thinking  his  reception  was  of  a  more  doubtful 
character  than  usual.  His  fine  figure  and  easy  man- 
ners produced  their  usual  effect,  and  all  whom  he 
aske  to  received  his  attention  as  an  honour ;  but  none 
bred,  as  usual,  to  unite  themselves  to  him,  or  to  in- 
duce him  to  join  their  party.  He  seemed  to  be  looked 
on  rather  as  an  object  of  observation  and  attention, 
than  as  making  one  of  the  company ;  and  to  escape 
from  a  distant  gaze,  which  became  rather  embarrass- 
ing, he  turned  into  the  little  emporium  of  news  and 
bteratiire. 
He  entered  unobserved,  jutt  as  Lady  Penelope  had 


flniahed  reading  some  verses,  and  was  commenting 
1  all  the  iiacrity  of  a/saiflMi  iOMiiii^ 


them  witba 


in  possession  of  something  which  .no  one  b  fo  hear 
rep«fated  oftoner  than  once. 

•*  Copy— no  ind«*<l !"— these  were  the  snatches 
which  reached  Lord  Etherington's  ear,  from  the 
group  of  which  her  ladvship  fonned  the  centre— "ho- 
nour bright— I  must  not  betray  poor  Chatter!)-- be- 
sides, his  lordi'hip  is  my  friend,  and  a  person  of  rank, 
C  know— so  one  would  not— Vou  have  not  got  the 
k,  Mr.  Pott?— you  have  not  got  Statius ?— )-oii 
never  have  any  thing  one  longs  to  see." 

"  Very  sorry,  my  lady— quite  out  of  copies  at  pre- 
scnt— I  expect  some  in  my  next  monthly  parcel." 

"  Good  lack,  3lr.  Pott,  that  is  your  never-failing 
answer,"  said  I^ady  Penelope;  "I  believe  if  I  were  to 
ask  vou  for  the  jast  new  edition  of  the  Alkoran,  >-ou 
would  tell  nie  it  was  coming  down  in  your  next 
monthly  parcel." 
"Can't  say,  my  lady,  really,"  answered  Mr.  Pott; 
have  not  seen  the  work  advertised  yet :  but  I  have 
no  doubt,  if  it  is  likely  to  take,  there  will  be  copies  in 
my  next  monthly  parcel." 

^Mr.  Pott's  supplies  are  always  in  the  jpauilopott 
fulurum  tense,"  said  Mr.  Chatterly,  who  waa  just 
entering  the  shop. 

Ah!  Mr.  Chatterly.  are  you  there?"  said  Lady 
Penelope ;  "  I  lav  my  death  at  vour  door— 1  cannot 
find  this  Thebaiu.  where  Polynict-s  and  hia  brother"— 
"  Hufrh,  my  lady  I— hush,  tor  Heaven's  aakc  f*  said 
the  poetical  divine,  and  kioked  towards  Lord  Ether- 
ington. Lady  Penelope  took  the  hint,  and  was  silent; 
but  nhe  had  said  enough  to  call  up  the  traveller  Touch- 
wood, who  raised  his  head  from  the  newspaper  which 
he  was  studying,  and,  without  nddreaamg  his  dis- 
course to  anv  one  in  particular,  ejaculaiedT  as  if  in 
acorn  of  Lady  Penelope's  geograpfiy— 

"  Polyniccs  ?— Polly  Peach um.— There  is  no  soch 
place  in  the  Thebais— the  Tfaebais  is  in  Egypt— the 
mummies  come  from  the  Thebais— I  have  been  in 
the  catacombs— raves  very  curiiMis  indeed— we  were 
lapidated  by  the  natives— pebbled  to  aome  mupose,  I 
give  you  my  word.  My  janizary  thrashed  a  whole 
village  by  way  of  retaliation." 

While  he  was  thus  proceeding,  Lord  Etheringtoa, 
as  if  in  a  listless  mood,  was  looking  at  the  kiteri 
which  stood  ranged  on  the  cbimncy-piece,  and  carry- 
ing on  a  languid  dialogue  with  Mra.  Pott,  whoae  per- 
son and  manners  were  not  ill  adapted  to  her  situation 
for  she  was  good-looking,  and  vastly  fine  and  a^ 
fected. 

Number  of  letters  here  which  don't  seem  to  find 
owners,  Mrs.  Pott?" 

"  Grreat  number,  indeed,  my  lord— it  is  a  great  fet- 
ation, for  we  are  obliged  to  •return  them  to  the  post- 
office,  and  the  postage  is  charged  against  us  if  tb^ 
are  lost;  and  how  can  one  keep  sight  of  them  allT**^ 
"Any  love-letters  among  them,  Mrs.  PottT'  ssid 
his  lordship,  lowering  his  tone. 

"Oh,  fie!  my  lord,  how  should  I  knowr*  an- 
swered Mrs.  Pott,  dropping  her  voice  to  the  same  ca- 
dence. 

"  Oh !  every  one  can  tell  a  love-letter— that  has  ever 
received  one,  that  is— one  knows  them  without  open- 
ing—they  are  always  folded  hurriedly  and  sealed  eare> 
fully— and  the  direction  manifests  a  kind  of  tremalooi 
agitation,  that  marks  the  state  of  the  writer's  nenri 
that  now,"— pointing  with  his  switch  to  a  letter  u 
the  chimney-piece,     that  mtut  be  a  love-letter." 

"  He,  he. he.'"  pggled Mrs.  Pott,  "I  begpaidonfof 
laughing,  my  lord— but— he,  he,  he!— that  is  a  letter 
from  one  Bindloose,  the  banker  body,  to  the  old  wo 
man  Luckie  Dods,  as  they  call  her,  at  the  change- 
house  in  the  Aultoun." 

"Depend  upon  it  then,  Mrs.  Pott,  that  your  neigfa- 
boiir,  Mrs.  Dods,  has  got  a  lover  in  Mr.  Bindloose— 
unless  the  banker  has  been  shaking  hands  with  the 
palsy.  Why  do  you  not  forward  her  letter?— yon  are 
very  rmel  to  keef)  it  in  durance  here." 

*'  Mf>  fnrivnnl !  *  nnawfrrpfi  Mm.  Pntt  •   "  the  CappeT- 


'  Me  forward ! '  answered  Mrs.  Pott ; 
noity,  old,  gimine  alewife,  may  wait  long  enough  or 
1  forward  it— She'll  not  looae  the  lettcre  that  come  to 
her  by  the  King's  post,  and  ahe  must  go  on  troking 
wi'  the  old  carrier,  as  if  there  was  no  post-houss  m 
the  neighbourhood.  But  the  solicilor  inll  he  1  ~ 
wi'  her  one  of  theaedi^yib" 
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"Oh  1  yoa  mre  too  cruel— vou  really  should  sond  the 
love-letter;  ooriHidfT,  the  older  ehe  ia,  the  poor  soul 
his  the  less  tuiut  tn  lose." 

But  this  wan  a  topic  on  which  Mrs.  Pott  under- 
stood no  jesting.  She  was  well  aware  of  our  mo- 
tion's inveteracy  a^i^inst  her  and  her  establishment, 
and  she  reseated  it  a*  a  placeman  resents  the  eHbrts 
ofaradicaL  She  answered  something  sulkily,  "That 
thvy  that  luos»-d  letters  should  have  Irtlcrs;  and  nei- 
liwr  Luckie  Dod<s  nor  any  of  her  lodgers,  should  ever 
we  the  scrape  of  a  nen  from  the  St.  Ronaii's  ofllice, 
that  they  did  not  call  for  and  pay  for." 

It  is  probable  that  this  declaration  contained  the 
nsence  of  the  itifprmation  which  Lord  Ethcrington 
had  designed  to  extract  by  his  momentary  liirtation 
with  Mrs.  Pott ;  fur  whont  retreating  an  it  wt-re  from 
ibis  sore  subject,  she  asked  him,  in  a  prettv  niinrtng 
tone,  to  try  his  skill  in  pointing  out  another  love-letter, 
beonlyansweriKl  carelessly,  "that  in  onler  toduthat 
he  must  write  her  one;"  and  leaving  his  c^mfidential 
ftition  br  her  little  throne,  he  lounged  through  the 
BUTOw  sno|]^  bowt*d  slightly  to  Lady  Penelope  as  he 
ptswd,  and  issued  forth  upon  the  parade,  where  he 
Hw  a  spectacle  which  might  well  have  appalled  a 
nun  of  (ess  self-possession  than  himself. 

Just  as  he  left  the  shop,  little  Miss  Digges  entered 
iliiiosC  breathless,  with  the  emotion  oi  inipnticncc 
ind  of  curiosit}'.  "Oh  la!  my  lady,  what  do  you 
Kiar  here  for  7— Mr.  T)-rrel  has  just  entereil  the  other 
end  of  the  parade  this  moment,  and  Lord  Eihering- 
ton  is  walkmg  that  way— they  must  meet  each  other. 
-O  lord !  come,  come  away,  and  sec  them  meet !— I 
wonder  if  they'll  speak— I  hope  they  won't  fight— Oh 
la!  do  come,  mjr  lady  1" 

"I  must  go  with  you,  I  find,"  said  Lady  Penelope ; 
"it  is  the  atrangest  thing,  my  love,  that  curiosity  of 
yoon  about  other  folk's  matters— I  wonder  what  your 
■ami^a  will  say  to  it." 

"Oh!  never  mind  mamma— nobody  minds  her— 
0,  nor  nobody— Do  come,  dearest  Lady  Pen,  or  I 

_i  run  away  by  myself.— Mr.  Chatterly,  do  make 
ber  eome  1'* 

"I  most  come,  it  seems,"  said  Lady  Penelope,  "or 
1  AaU  have  a  pretty  account  of  you.'^ 

Ifat  notwithstanding  this  rebuka  and  forgetting,  at 
thettme  time,  that  people  of  quality  ought  never  to 
Mm  in  a  hurry.  Lady  Penelope,  with  such  of  her 
mtellites  as  she  could   hastily  collect  around  her, 

Etnnwd  abng  tlie  parade  with  unusual  haste,  in  sym- 
by.  doubtless,  with  Miss  Digges's  curiosity,  as  her 
yanm  declared  she  had  none  of  her  own. 

Our  mend  the  traveller,  had  also  cam;ht  up  Miss 
Digges'a  information ;  and,  breaking  off  abruptly  an 
account  of  the  Great  Pyramid,  which  had  been  na- 
turally introduced  by  the  mention  of  the  Thebais,  and 
echoing  the  fair  alarmist's  words,  *'  hope  they  won't 
fight,"  he  rusht-d  upon  the  parade,  and  bustU'u  along 
tt  hard  as  his  sturdy  supporters  could  carry  him.  If 
th«  gravity  of  the  traveller,  and  the  delicacy  of  Lady 
Penelope,  were  surprised  into  unwonted  hnstc  from 
their  eagerness  to  witness  the  meeting  of  Tyrrel  and 
Loid  Etherington,  it  may  be  well  supposed  that  the 
deeornm  oi  the  rest  of  the  company  was  a  slender 
restraint  on  their  curiosity,  and  that  they  hurried  to 
be  present  at  the  expected  scene,  with  the  alacrity  of 
intiemen  of  the  fancy  hastening  to  a  set- to. 

In  truth,  though  the  meeting  afforded  little  sport  to 
those  who  expected  dire  conclusions,  it  was,  never- 
Aeless,  sufRciently  interesting  to  those  spectators 
vho  were  accusiomrd  to  read  the  language  of  sup- 
pressed passion  betraying  itself  at  the  moment  when 
tbe  parties  arc  most  oesirous  to  conceal  it 

Tjrrrel  had  been  followed  by  several  loiterers  so 
loon  as  he  enteral  thi!  public  walk ;  and  their  num- 
ber was  now  so  much  reinforced,  thot  he  saw  himstlf 
.with  pain  and  displeasure  the  centre  of  n  sort  of 
oowd  who  watched  his  motions.  Sir  RinsK)  and 
Cyain  MacTurk  were  the  first  to  hustle  ihrdugh  it, 
un  to  address  him  with  as  much  politeness  as  they 
«wd  command. 

.  "Sjervant,  sir."  mumbled  Sir  Ringp,  extending  the 
Jwn  hand  of  fellowship  and  reconciliation,  ungloved. 

Servant— aurry  that  any  thing  should  have  hap- 
Mad  between  u»--very  sorry,  on  my  vroxd." 


"No  more  need  he  eaid,  sir,"  replied  Tyrrel ;  "  the 
whole  is  forgoUen." 

"Very  handsome,  indeed— quite  the  civil  ihing— 
hope  to  meet  you  ofu-n,  sir."— And  here  tiic  knight 
wan  silent. 

Mean  while,  the  more  verbose  Captain  proceeded. 

"Ooh,  py  Cot,  and  it  was  an  awfu'  niisiakts  and  I 

could  draw  the  penknife  across  my  finger  fur  havinfE 

written  the  word.— By  tny  sowl,  ami  I  scratched  it 

,  fill  I  scratched  a  hole  in  tlie  paper.— Och!  tiiat  1  should 

;  live  to  do  an  uncivil  thing  by  a  gentleman  that  had 

[got  himself  hit  in  an  honouraole  affair!   But  you 

should  have  written,  my  dear;  for  how  the  devil 

could  we  guess  that  you  were  so  well  provided  in 

quarrels,  that  you  had  to  settle  two  in  one  day !" 

"I  was  hurl  in  an  nncxpi*i*ted— an  accidental  man- 
ner, Captain  MacTurk.  I  did  not  write  because  there 
was  something  in  my  circumstances  at  the  moment 
which  rttiuired  vccrecy,  but  I  was  res«)ived,  the  in- 
stant I  recovered,  to  put  myself  to  rights  in  your 
good  opinion." 

"Ocli!  and  you  have  done  that,"  said  the  Captain, 
nodding  sagaciously;  "for  Captain  Jekyl,  who  is  a 
fine  child,  has  put  us  all  u^  to  your  honourable  con- 
duct. The>'  are  pretty  boys,  these  guardsmen,  though 
they  may  play  a  little  fine  somctimcfk  and  think 
more  of  themselves  than  pcrad venture  tnev  need  for 
to  do,  in  comparison  with  us  of  the  Une.— iBnt  he  le« 
us  know  all  al>out  it— and,  though  he  said  not  a  word 
of  a  certain  fine  lord,  with  his  footpad,  and  his  hurt, 
and  what  not,  yet  we  all  knew  how  to  lay  that  and 
that  together.— And  if  tiM  law  would  not  right  you, 
and  there  were  bad  words  bt:tween  you,  why  should 
not  two  gentlemen  right  themselves  7  And  os  to  your 
being  kinsmen,  why  should  not  kinsmen  behave  to 
each  other  like  men  of  honour?  Only,  some  say  you 


are  father's  sons,  and  that  is  something  too  near.— I 
had  once  thoughts  of  calling  out  my  uncle  Duugal  my- 
self, for  there  is  no  saying  where  die  line  should  Se 


drawn ;  but  I  thought,  on  the  whole,  there  should  be 
no  fighting,  as  there  is  no  marriagt,  within  the  for- 
bidden degrees.  As  for  first  cousins— Wheugh  I— 
that's  all  fair— fire  away,  Flanigan !— But  here  is  my 
k)rd,  Tust  upon  us,  like  a  stag  of  tbe  first  head,  and 
the  whole  herd  behind  him." 

Tyrrel  stepped  forward  a  little  before  his  offidoua 
companions,  his  complexion  rapidly  changing  into 
various  sliades,  like  that  of  one  who  forces  himself  to 
approach  and  touch  some  animal  or  reptik*for  which 
he  entertains  that  deep  disgust  and  abhorrence  which 
was  anciently  ascribed  to  constitutional  antipathy. 
This  appearance  of  constraint  nut  upon  himself,  with 
the  changes  which  it  produced  on  his  face,  was  cal- 
cul(ited  to  prejudice  him  somewhat  in  the  opinion  of 
the  spectators,  when  compared  with  the  steady, 
stately,  yet.  at  the  same  time,  easy  demeanour  of  the 
Kari  of  Ethcrington,  who  was  equal  to  any  man  in 
England  in  the  difficult  art  of  putting  a  good  counte- 
nance on  a  bad  cause.  He  met  Tyrrel  with  an  air  as 
unembarrassed,  as  it  was  cold :  and,  while  he  paid 
the  courtesy  of  a  formal  and  distant  salutation,  ho 
said  aloud,  "I  presume,  Mr.  Tym>l  dc  Martigny* 
that,  since  you  have  not  tiiougiit  fit  to  avoid  this 
awkward  mei:ting,  you  are  disposed  to  remember  our 
family  connexion  so  far  as  to  avoid  moking  sport 
for  the  good  company?" 

"  Vou  nave  notniniMo  apprehend  from  my  passion, 
Mr.  Buhner,"  re|)lied  Tyrrel,  "if  you  can  assure  your- 
self against  the  connemiences  of  your  own." 

**]  am  glad  of  that,'^  eaid  the  Karl,  with  the  same 
eompoffure,  but  sinxing  his  voice  so  as  only  to  be 
heard  by  Tyrrel ;  "  and  as  we  may  not  again  in  a 
hurry  hold  any  communication  together,  I  rake  thf.> 
rreedom  to  remind  you,  that  I  sent  you  a  proposal  of 
accommodation  by  mv  friend,  Mr.  Jekvl.' 

"It  was  inadmissible,"  said  Tyrrel— "altogether 
inadmissible— both  fn)m  reasons  which  you  may 
guess,  and  others  which  it  in  needless  to  dctail.~I 
sent  you  a  propositiim,  think  of  it  well." 

"I  wiil,'^ replied  Lord  Etherington,  "when  I  shall 
see  it  supported  by  those  aliegixl  proofs,  which  1  do 
not  believe  ever  had  existence. ' 

"Your  conscience  holds  another  language  frtNO 
yourtoiigtie,"nkiTyrrd:  "butldiidaiiDKproMlMi^ 
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find  dcrlmc  nln*rpation.  ,  I  wiH  )nt  Captnin  Ji-kyl  j 
know  when  1  have  n"rcivi*ii  thn  propers,  which,  you 
say,  aie  e»«ential  to  your  formin?  an  ojvinion  on  my  > 
pn)i>osal.— In  the  mean  while,  do  not  tliink  t«i  domive  1 
me.    I  am  licre  for  the  viry  purpo«r'  of  watehinif  ami  I 
defcatini;  your  machinations;   and,  while  I  live,  be 
■Mured  ihev  shall  never  succeed.— And  now.  air— or 
mv  lord— fur  ihe  titles  are  in  your  choice— rare  you 
well" 

"Hold  a  little,"  raid  Lord  Kihmnj?ton.  "Since 
we  are  condemned  to  shock  each  other's  eves,  it  ia  fit 
the  iriHMl  company  should  know  what  ihey  are  to 
think  of  tis.  You  are  a  philosopher.  an«l  do  noi  value 
Ihe  opinion  of  th<'  puhlic— a  poor  worldling  like  me  is 
desirous  to  stand  fair  with  it— frentlemen,"  he  conti- 
nued, rai-'inff  his  voice,  "Mr.  Wi^Ti.•rblos^^om,  Cap- 
t.iin  ^facTurk,  Mr— what  is  his  name,  Jekyl?— Ay, 
Micklelien— You  have,  1  believe,  all  some  notion,  that 
this  ji^entloinan,  my  near  rdation,  and  I,  have  some 
undecideil  claims  on  each  other,  which  pn»v»-nt  our 
livinj?  upon  Rood  terms.  We  do  not  mean,  however, 
todislurb  you  with  our  family  qnnrrels;  nnd,  for  my 
own  part,  while  this  j;»nrl»Mnan,  Mr.  Tyrrel,  or  what- 
ever no  may  please  to  vvM  himself,  n  mains  a  member 
of  this  company,  my  hi-haviour  to  him  will  be  the 
same  as  to  any  siran^r  who  may  have  that  advan- 
tase.— Good  morrow  to  you,  sir— Good  morninR, 
'Kentlemen— wc  all  meet  at  dinner,  as  usual.— Come, 
Sckyl." 

So  savinc,  he  took  Jekyl  by  the  arm,  and,  gently 
extricaiins  nimself  from  the  sort  of  crowd,  walked 
off,  leavini?  most  of  the  company  prepossessed  m  his 
favour,  by  the  ease  and  appan>nt  reasonableness  of 
his  demeanour.  ^  Sounds  of  di-preristion.  forming 
themselves  indistinctly  into  something  like  l\w  wonis, 
"my  eye,  and  Betty  Alanin,"  did  issue  from  the  neck- 
clotn  of  Sir  Bingo,  but  ihey  were  nor  much  attended 
to^  for  it  had  not  escaped  the  o!)servation  of  the 
gutcksighted  gentry  at  the  Well,  that  the  Baronet's 
feelings  towards  the  noble  Karl  wore  in  the  inverse 
ratio  of  those  displa)^!!  hy  Lady  Binka,  and  that, 
though  ashameii  to  testify,  or  perhaps  incapable  of 
feeling,  any  anxious  dni»To«'of  jealtMifty.  his  temper  had 
been  f«>r  some  time  conaideranly  iip<jn  the  fret;  a  cir- 
cumstance concerning  which  his  fair  moiety  did  not 
think  it  necessan-  to  give  herself  nny  concern. 

Mean  while,  the  Karl  of  Rtherini;ton  walked  on- 
ward with  his  confitlant,  in  the  full  triumph  of  suc- 
cessful genius. 

"  Yoii  see,"  he  said,  "Jekyl.  that  I  can  turn  a  cor- 
ner with  any  man  in  England,  h  was  a  proper  blun- 
der of  youn\  that  you  must  extricnte  the  fellow  from 
the  mist  whicli  accident  had  flung  around  him— you 
might  as  well  have  published  the  story  of  our  n.'con- 
tro  at  once,  for  everj*  one  can  guess  it,  by  layin:^  time, 
place,  and  circumstance  to|;(ether;  but  never  trouble 
your  brains  for  a  JMsiificaiioii.  You  marked  how  I 
assumed  nu'  natural  superiority  ovur  him— lowered 
up  in  the  full  pride  of  legitimacy— silenced  him  even 
where  the  arood  company  most  do  congregate.  This 
will  go  to  Mowbray  throui{h  his  agent,  and  will  put 
him  still  madder  on  my  alliance.  I  know  he  looks 
jealou.sly  on  my  flirtation  with  a  certain  lady— the 
dasher  yonder— nothing  makes  a  man  sensible  of  the 
value  of  an  opportunity,  but  the  chance  of  losing  it." 
"I  wish  to  Heaven  vou  would  give  up  thoughts  of 
Miss  Mowbray!"  sain  Jekyl;  "ami  take  Tyrr^fl's 
offer,  if  he  lias  the  moans  of  making  it  good." 

"  Ay,  if— if.  But  I  am  (juiti!  suro  hu  has  no  such 
rights  as  he  pretends  to,  and  that  his  pa}>ers  are  all 
a  deception.- Why  do  you  p'lt  your  eye  upon  me 
ns  fixed  as  if  you  were  searching  out  some  wonderful 
secret?" 

"  I  wish  I  knew  what  to  think  of  your  real  bona 
fide  belief  respecting  these  do'niments."  said  Jekyl, 
nor  a  lit  tie  puzzled  by  the  steady  and  unembarrassixi 
ail  of  his  friend. 

"Whv,  thou  most  suspicion**  of  coxcombs,"  said 
Etheriiigton,  "what  the  d-  vil  would  you  li:ive  me 
say  to  you?— Can  I,  iis  thn  hiwycrs  sav,  prove  a 
negative?  or,  is  it  not  very  pos-^iWlv,  that  such  things 
may  exist,  though  1  have  nevnr  s<'<.n  or  henrd  of 
llicm  ?  All  1  cnu  sny  i^  that  of  all  men  I  am  the 
nv'si  ^ntcrvstcd  to  deny  ihr;  exiatoncf  of  such  do«.u- 


mcnts;  and,  thenefhro,  onlnnly  will  not  admit  of  it, 
unless  I  nin  comi>«;Ilefl  to  do  so  hy  their  being  pro* 
duci'd  :  u'lr  ih«n  litlicr,  unless  I  nm  at  the  Mmetiint 
well  a-t-iun-d  of  thuir  authenticity," 

"I  nriMot  blame  vou  for  your  being  hard  of  faith, 
my  lonl,'*  s.iid  Jekyl:  "ImU  still  I  think  if  you  cnfl 
cut  our  witit  vour  earldom,  and  your  notile  hereditaiy 
•>sta*e,  1  would,  in  your  case,  pilch  Nettlewood  to  tM 
devil." 

"  Yes,  as  you  pitched  your  own  patrimony,  Jeky! ; 
hut  yoi  to.)k  care  to  imve  the  spending  of  it  first.— 
Whht  woulil  yon  give  for  such  an  opportunity  of  piec- 
ing vo  ir  fortunes  by  rnarriaze  ?— (Confess  the  truth." 
1  might  l)e  tempted,  TxrHiaps,"  aaid  Jekyl.  "in  my 

{>resf.'nt  circum*itaiicea;  but  if  they  were  whal  thej 
inve  b;M*ii,  I  should  despise  an  estate  that  was  to  U 
hi?ld  hy  potfitMt.'it  irnure,  especially  when  the  ladyo^ 
the  minor  was  a  sickly  fanrnstie  girl,  that  haleil  m^ 
as  this  Miss  Mowbray  has  the  bad  Caste  to  hate  yuo." 

"Urnpli  sickly  J— no,  no,  she  is  not  sickly— she  ii 
as  heiltiiv  as  aiiv  one  in  constitution — and,  on  my 
wonl,  I  think  her  paleness  only  renders  her  iDoie 
interesting.  The  last  time  I  saw  her.  I  ihoiighl  she 
might  have  rivalletj  one  of  Canova's  finest  statuesL" 

"  Yo* :  but  she  is  indifferent  to  you— you  do  not 
love  hi-r,"  said  Jekyl. 

"  Slie  in  nny  thing  hut  indifferent  to  me,**  said  thp 
Earl;  "she  becomes  daily  more  interesting— for  lur 
dislike  piiiues  me ;  and  l)esides,  she  has  the  insolenor 
openly  to  defy  and  contemn  me  before  her  broihei. 
and  in  the  eyes  of  all  the  world.  I  have  a  kind  of 
loving  hatr^— a  sort  of  haling  love  for  her;  in  short, 
thinking  upon  her  is  like  trying  to  read  a  nddla  iin 
makes  one  make  quite  as  many  blunders,  ana  talk 
just  as  much  nonsf.'use.  If  ever  I  have  the  opportu- 
nity, I  will  make  her  pay  fur  all  hervira." 

•*  What  airs?"  said  Jekyl. 

"Nny,  the  devil  may  describe  them,  for  I  cannot; 
bur,  for  ('Xampl«^-Since  her  brother  has  insisted  on 
her  nK^eiviiig  me,  or  I  should  rather  say  on  her  amle•^ 
ing  when  I  visit  .S haws-Castle,  one  would  think  hfi 
invention  has  toilM  in  discovering  different  ways  oi 
showing  want  of  respect  to  me,  and  dislike  to  tni 
presence.  Instead  of  dressing  herself  as  a  lady  shoulfl 
esperinllv  on  such  occasions,  she  chooses  some  fianlas* 
tic,  or  old-fashioiK>d.  or  negligent  bedizening,  whid 
makes  her  at  least  look  oiid,  if  it  cannot  make  be 
ridinilt  nis-  such  triple  tiaras  of  various-colourevj  gaun 
on  her  head— such  pieces  of  old  lap«?strY,  1  think,  in 
stead  of  shawls  ana  pelisses— auch  thirk-soletl  shur 
-such  tan- leather  gloves— mercy  uf>on  us,  Hal,  th 
very  siglit  of  her  equipment  would  drive  mad  a  whol 
conirlave  of  milliners !  Then  her  posiureii  are  h* 
strangle— she  does  so  stoop  and  lollop,  as  the  womei 
(;all  it,  so  cross  her  legs  and  sQuare  her  arms— wei 
the  goddess  of  grace  to  look  down  on  her,  it  mtNil 
put  her  to  flight  for  ever !" 

"And  you  are  willing  to  make  this  awkward. il 
dressed,  unmannered  dowdy,  your  C-oiintess,  Etnei 
ington;  you,  for  whose  critical  eye  half  tlie  tow 
dress  theiiMMjlvcs?"  said  Jekyl. 

"It  is  all  a  trick.  Hal— ail  an  assumed  character  i 
get  rid  of  me,  to  disgust  me,  to  baflle  rae ;  but  1  bi 
not  to  bn  had  so  easily.  The  brother  is  driven  ' 
di>spair— he  bites  his  nails,  winks,  coughs;,  m&ki 
si'jiis,  which  she  always  takes  up  at  iTOss-purpoas.- 
I  hop«<  he  heals  her  alter  I  go  away ;  there  would  1 
a  touch  of  consolation,  were  one  but  certain  of  that 

"A  very  chiiritahle  hope,  tnily,  and  your  prcsei 
feelings  might  lead  the  lady  to  iiidcsc  what  she  ma 
expf*ct  after  wMli^k.  But^"  added  Jekyl  "cann' 
you,  m  skilful  in  fathoming  every  mood  ot  the  fcmai 
mind,  divine  some  mode  of  engaging  her  in  convtasa 
lion  ?" 

"Conversation!"  replied  the  Eari;  "why,  em 
since  til  ^  shock  of  my  first  appearance  was  snr- 
mrMinir>d,  she  has  contrived  to  vote  me  a  nonentity; 
and  that  she  may  annihilate  lue  completely,  she  hii 
ehof»en.  of  all  occupations,  that  of  working  a  stock- 
intr!  From  whni  cursed  old  antediluvian,  wholiwj 
'  before  ihe  invention  of  spinning-jennies,  she  leant™ 
'  this  crnft,  Henven  only  Knows;  hut  there  she  Nt^ 
with  h(fr  work  pinned  to  her  knee— not  the  preKf 
taper  silken  fabnc,  with  whicli  Jcannetie  of  Aniiefli 
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e  Tristram  ShRiidy  was  obwrving  her 
I  hu^e  wursted  bag,  desif^ncd  for  some 
pauper,  with  hoels  like  an  elephant— 
fiquutA,  counting  nil  the  atilches  as  she 
uflin^  to  speuk,  or  lissiuii,  or  look  up, 
that  It  disturbs  hex  calculation  !" 
occupation,  truly,  and  I  wonaer  it  docs 
c  upon  her  noble  ndmirer,*'  said  Jckyl. 
ler— no— she  tthall  not  trick  nie.  And 
I  affectaiion  of  vulvar  »toUdity,  there 
h  sparkles  ot'  exultation,  when  she 
succet'dL'd  in  baffling  her  brother,  and 
>,  that,  by  my  faith,  Hal,  I  f»ula  not 
my  option,  u  heiher  to  kiss  or  to  culi' 

^termincd  to  go  on  with  this  strange 
said  Jekyl. 

n.  mv  b<»y !— Clara  and  Nettle  wood  for 
ed  the  Earl.  "  BcsideiS  this  brother  of 
me  too  -he  does  not  do  for  me  half 
:— wh:it  he  oudil  to  do.  He  siandni  on 
ur.  forsooth,  this  broken-down  horse- 
vallowe<i  my  two  thousand  rxmnds  as 
i  a  pat  of  butter.— 1  can  see  ne  wishes 
.1  loo9<.-haa  Romc  suspicions,  likn you, 
.<itn:n;;th  of  mv  ri^ht  to  my  fHther's 
te ;  as  if,  with  the  tithe  of  the  Ncttle- 
f  alone,  1  would  not  be  too  ^ood  a 
.^  of  his  bei^i^arly  family.  Ho  must 
ih,  this  half-naked  Scotch  cake!— He 
and  on.  and  be  cautious,  and  wait  the 
ronelusions  with  me,  iMw  lump  of  oat- 
1  Hill  much  tempted  to  make  an  exam- 
ic  course  of  my  pron-edinxs.", 
L»»vvnj:eQiice  horrible  and  dire,'*  said 
^vi*  up  the  brother  to  you;  he  is  a 
u)nib,  and  de^rves  a  lesson.  But  I 
en<-ile  for  tlie  sister." 
'w.e"— repjitxi  the  Earl ;  and  then  sud- 
'ou  what  it  is,  Hal :  her  cajiriees  are  so 
I  sometimes  think  out  of  mere  con- 
Imo^t  love  her;  at  least,  if  she  would 
rM>res,  and  forget  one  unlucky  prank  of 
i  be  her  own  fault  if  I  did  not  make  her 


HAPTER  XXXII. 

A    DEATH-BED. 
t  wrinm  intf  in  mjr  partin*  hour, 
id  rrinie  -lli^  woll'din^iitfii  ffuilt 
line  liuly  prie«t  to  lay  the  spectre  I 

Old  Play. 

expert  a  rion  of  the  comppny  had  been 
y  the  pai'ilic  termination  of  the  mcc>tinf; 
irl  of  Eiherini^»)n  and  TyrH,  the  nnti- 
hinh  had  created  so  det^  a  seiisaticm. 
f'\p<.>eted  that  some  appaUin;4  scene 
kin  place ;  instead  of  which,  each  party 
lie  see  in  a  sulbm  iieufrality,  and  leave 
•  earrie<l  on  by  their  lawyers.  It  was 
'rsr»f»d  that  the  cause  was  removed  out 
of  Hellona  into  that  of  Themis;  and 
liti;;ants  continued  to  inhabit  the  saine 
1,  and  once  or  twice  met  at  the  public 
e  table,  they  took  no  notice  of  each 
than  by  exchanging  on  such  occasions 
istant  bow. 

i-'  of  iw»)  or  ihn^  days,  people  ceased  to 
ti  a  f-iUii  so  coldly'  comlucied ;  and  if 
of  it  at  all,  it  was  but  to  wonder  that 
s  should  pei-S'?vere  in  residinsj  near  the 
iilllnir.  with  iheir  unsocial  behaviour,  a 
;rnlier  for  the  pun^oses  of  health  and 

ThfTs,  as  the  reader  is  awar*',  how- 
ih.'ir  orca«ionaI  in"etings  miijlit  l)t\ 
•z*s\  reasons  to  remain  in  each  oliier's 
I— Ltird  Klherinjjton  to  (ronduct  his 
Mij»«  M<iwbray,  Tyrrel  to  disconcert 
["sblf.  and  l>o?n  to  await  tl:e  answiT 
be.  nlurned  by  the  lious »  in  Loiulon, 
osilarita  of  liic  papers  left  by  ilui  lute 


Jekvl,  anxk>u8  to  assiit  his  friend  as  much  as  pos- 
sible made  in  tho  mean  time  a  visit  to  old  Touch- 
wood Ml  the  Aultoun,  expecting  to  find  him  as  com- 
municative as  he  hadforiiKrly  Dten  on  the  .subject  of 
the  quarrel  bdwixt  tlie  brothers,  and  trustin^j:  to  dis- 
ct)ver,  by  dint  of  address,  win  nee  he  had  derived  his 
information  concerning  the  otfairs  of  the  noble  hoiuo 
of  Ktheringujn.  But  the  confidence  which  he  had 
been  induced  to  expt^ot  oit  the  part  of  tlie  old  traveller 
was  not  reposed.  Ferdinand  Mendez  Pinto,  as  the 
Earl  called  him,  had  changed  his  mind  or  was 
not  in  the  vein  of  oimmunication.  The  only  proof 
of  his  confidence  worth  mentioning,  was  his  impart- 
ing to  the  young  officer  a  valuable  receipt  for  con- 
cocting curra-powder. 

Jekyl  was  therefon?  reduced  to  believe  that  Touch- 
wood, who  apftcared  all  his  life  to  have  been  a  great 
incermeddler  m  other  piHinle's  matters,  had  puzzled 
i»ut  the  inf  irmation  which  he  appeared  to  possess  of 
Lord  Elherini^tun's  alfairs,  through  some  of  thost) 
obscure  sources  whence  very  important  secrets  do 
frojuenfly,  U)  the  astonishment  and  confusion  of 
those  whom  they  concern,  escape  to  the  public.  He 
thought  this  the  more  likely,  as  Touchwood  was  by 
no  means  critically  nice  \n  his  society,  but  was 
observed  to  convi  rse  as  readily  with  a  gentleman'* 
gentleman,  us  with  the  i?enlleiuau  to  whom  he  be- 
longtHl,  anil  with  a  lady's  attendant,  as  with  the  lady 
herself.  He  that  will  stoop  to  tliis  sort  of  society, 
who  is  fond  of  tattle,  being  at  the  same  time  disposed 
to  pay  mime,  consideration  for  graiification  of  his 
<:iinosity,  and  not  over  scrupulous  respecting  its 
accuracy,  mav  always  command  a  great  ciuantity  of 
private  anecdote.  Captain  Jekyl  naturally  enough 
concluded,  that  this  busy  old  man  became  in  some 
degnic  master  of  other  people's  affairs  by  such  corres- 
pondences as  these;  and  he  could  himself  boar  wit- 
ness to  his  success  in  cross-examination,  as  he  had 
been  surprised  into  an  avowal  of  the  rencontre  be- 
tween the  brothers,  by  an  insidious  observation  of 
the  said  Touchwood.  lie  reporicil,  therefore,  to  tho 
Earl,  after  this  interview,  that,  on  the  whole,  he 
thought  he  had  no  reason  to  fear  much  on  the  sub- 
ject of  tho  trmvcllcr,  who,  though  he  had  become 
acquaintiid,  by  some  means  or  other,  with  some  lead- 
ing facts  of  hi«#  remarkable  history,  only  possessed 
them  in  a  broken,  confused,  and  desultory  manner, 
insi)mueh  that  he  stsemed  to.  doiibt  whether  the 
parties  in  the  expected  lawsuit  were  brothers  or 
cousins,  and  appeared  totally  ignorant  of  the  facts  on 
which  it  was  to  l»e  founded. 

It  was  the  next  day  afUT  this  ielairciascment  on 
the  subji!Ct  of  Touchwood,  that  Lord  Ethcringion 
dropped  as  usual  into  the  bookseller's  shop,  got  his 

f capers,  and  skimming  his  eye  over  the  shelf  on  which 
;«y,  till  called  for,  the  |)osiponed  letters  destined  for 
the  Aultoun,  saw  with  a  beating  heart  tlie  smart 
post- mib tress  toss  amongst  them  with  an  air  of 
sovereign  cimtempt,  a  pretty  large  packet,  addressed 
to  Francis  Tyrrel,  Esq.  dtc.  He  withdrew  his  eyes, 
as  ifi^mscious  that  even  to  have  looked  on  this  iin- 
portant  parcel  might  engender  some  suspicion  of  his 

nose,  or  intimated  the  deep  interest  which  he  took 
«  contents  of  the  missive  which  was  so  slightly 
treated  by  his  friend  Mrs.  Pott.  At  this  moment  the 
door  of  the  shop  openwl,  and  Laily  Penelone  Pen- 
feather  entered,  with  her  eternid  pcndantt,  the  little 
Mias  Digges. 

"Hove  yon  seen  Mr.  Mowbray?— Has  Mr.  Mow- 
bray of  St.  Ronan's  hern  down  this  morning 7— D<» 
you  know  any  thing  of  Mr.  Mowbray,  Mrs.  PottT* 
wercquesrions  which  the  lettered  lady  eagerly  huddli**) 
on  the  back  of  each  other,  scarcely  giving  time  to  the 
lady  of  letters  to  return  a  decided  negative  to  all  and 
each  of  them. 

"Mr.  Mowbray  was  not  about- wa^  not  coming 
there  this  morning—his  si-rvant  had  just  called  lor 
letters  and  papers,  and  amiounerd  as  much." 

"Good  Heaven!  how  unfortunate  I"  said  Lady 
Penelope,  with  adtH>p  t-igli.  and  sinking  down  on  one 
of  thelittlcsofasinan  attitude  of  shocking  desolation, 
which  called  the  instant  at'eniion  of  Mr.  Pott  and  his 
good  woman,  tho  first  uncorking  a  small  phial  of 
iialtii  lor  he  was  a  pharmacuiwliat  aa  well  ki  vuidac 


104 


ST.  RONAN^S  WRLL. 


[Crap.  XXXO. 


of  litenituro  and  Iranmnittcr  of  lptt<?r«,  nnd  the  other 
hBBionuii?  for  a  gInHw  of  wnier.  A  ptronK  tf>niptnti(in 
thrilled  from  Lord  Ethi'rinpton's  eyf^  to  hi.s  finper- 
fndfi.  Two  steps  inijzht  have  brouufit  him  williiti 
arm'»-len?th  ol  the  unwatoht-d  packtf,  on  ch«  con- 
tf.nt8  of  which,  in  nil  prohubiliiy,  r«»it'd  lh«  licipo  ond 
claims  of  his  nval  in  honour  nnd  fortune ;  and,  in  the 
general  confnsion,  wnf)  it  in)po8Hihle  to  ifosdcm*  himMf 
of  it  unobaervetl  7  Bur  no— no— no~ini»  ntienipt  was 
too  drradfnily  dangerous  to  be  riskf<l ;  and,  pawing 
from  on(f  extreme  to  another,  he  felt  as  if  he  was  in- 
curring suspicion  by  auf}i;ring  Lady  Penelope  to  play 
off  her  uirs  of  affct'ted  distress  and  anxiety,  without 
seemins^  to  take  that  interest  in  them  which  her  rank 
at  least  might  1)0  supposed  to  demand.  Stung  with 
thin  apprehension,  he  hastened  to  expn'ss  himself  so 
nnxioiisly  on  the  subject,  and  to  demonstrate  so  busily 
his  wish  to  assist  her  ladyship,  that  he  presently  stood 
committed  a  great  deal  farther  than  he  had  intended. 
Lady  Penelope  was  infinitely  cbiigeti  to  his  lordship— 
indeed,  it  was  her  character  in  gt-neral  not  to  permit 
herst»lt  to  be  overcome  by  circumstances  ;  but  some- 
thing had  happened,  so  strange,  so  embarrassing,  so 
melancholy,  that  she  owmxi  it  had  quite  overcome 
hcr—noiwithstanding,  she  had  at  all  times  piqutxi  her- 
self on  supporting  hur  own  distresses,  better  than  she 
was  ablo  to  suppress  her  emotions  in  viewing  those  of 
others. 

"  Could  he  be  of  any  use  7"  Lord  Eiherington 
asked.  *'  Shn  had  inquired  after  Mr.  Mowbray  of  St. 
Ronan's— his  servant  waj«  at  her  ladyship's  service,  if 
she  chose  to  send  to  command  his  attendantre." 

"Oh!  no,  no  I"  said  Lady  Penelo|)e;  "I  dare  say. 
my  dear  lord,  yon  will  answer  the  purpose  a  great  deal 
better  than  Mr.  Mowbray— that  is,  provided  you  are  a 
Justice  of  Peace." 

''  A  Justice  of  Peace  f'  said  Lord  Etherington, 
mnch  surorised;  "lam  in  the  commission  unques- 
tionably, but  not  for  any  Scotch  county." 

"O,  that  does  not  signify,"  said  liady  Penelope; 
"aiid  if  you  will  trust  yourself  with  me  a  little  way, 
I  will  exnlain  to  you  how  you  can  do  one  of  the  most 
charitable,  and  Kind,  and  generous  things  in  the 
world." 

J*ord  EtherIngton*8  delight  in  the  excrdso  of  charity, 
kindness,  and  generosity,  was  not  so  rxul>emnt  as  to 
prevent  his  devising  some  means  for  ir\ading  Lady 
Penelope's  request,  when,  looking  through  the  sash- 
door,  he  had  a  distant  glance  of  his  8cr\'ant  Solmca 
approaching  the  Post-office. 

1  have  heani  of  a  slieep-stealer  who  had  rendemd 
his  dog  so  skilful  an  accomplice  in  his  nefarious  traffic, 
that  he  used  to  send  him  out  toconunit  acts  of  felony 
by  himself,  and  had  even  contrived  to  impress  on  the 
poor  cur  the  caution  that  he  should  not,  on  such  oc- 
casions, seem  even  to  recognise  his  master,  if  they 
met  accidentally.*     Apparently,   Lord  Etherington 

*  Th«rc  wpri»  Mvrral  inBtanoN  of  lliia  dextorilr.  hut  4Wp«>cia]l  jr 
tiiow)  which  »ccurred  in  thn  celebrated  caM  of  IHurrflMn  and 
Millar  in  ins.  ThMO  imnuim,  a  nhocivfnrnM'r  and  hi«  «hop- 
herd.  Mttlt^  in  tho  valo  of  Tweed,  coinnipnced  and  carried  on 
fbr  mme  time  an  exteoiive  gynrom  of  devajtration  on  t)i«  flock* 
of  their  niM^libuum.  A  doir  twlon^nr  to  MilNr  wai  to  well 
trained,  that  he  had  nnl^  to  *liow  him  during  th*  dnjr  the  parrot 
of  itheep  which  he  ile^ired  to  havi; ;  and  wtien  dmmiMod  at 
nif ht  for  the  pnrrwM.  Yarrow  went  risht  to  the  pttrtiirc  wtien* 
the  flocic  had  fed,  and  carried  otf  the  <iuantiijr  aliown  him.  He 
tlK'n  drove  them  Iwfon*  him  bjr  the  mnit  Mrcret  iiailm  to  Murdi- 
aon'ii  farm,  where  tlie  di^honevt  muter  and  »er\ant  were  in 
rMKlincri*  to  n>ireivii  the  booty.  Two  thin^rn  were  remarkable. 
In  liie  tir«t  place,  thnt  if  tlie  dog,  when  thu«  dmhonf^tljr  em- 
ployed, actually  met  hiit  mntter.  he  olMiervi'd  irreat  rnution  in 
recofiiiainr  hiin,  a«  if  he  had  been  afraid  of  brin^ny  him  midor 
raiipicion  :  aecimdiy,  thnl  he  «howed  a  dintinnt  wfnM'  that  the 
illenai  irauMictionii  in  whirh  lie  wan  eneajrod  were  not  of  a 
naiiire  to  endure  dayliirht.  Tlie  iiheepiKhich  he  wandinM^led  to 
drive,  were  often  reluctant  to  have  their  own  pant  urea,  and 
nomerimeH  the  intervention  of  nverii  or  other  obitaelcii  made 
thuir  pruvreM  |M>culinrly  dtffiealt.  On  rae.li  occa«ion«,  Yarrnw 
rontiriued  hia  efTorla  to  drie  hi»  plunder  forward,  until  tlie  day 
bCBan  to  dnwn,  a  xiHnnl  wliirh,  ho  eonceived,  rendered  it 
u>>ce«!i«ry  for  him  to  ditw-rt  hi^  h|mm1.  nod  »link  homeward  by  a 
cirmitoutf  road.  It  i*  p»iieniily  ^Hld  thiriarrompiiiihed  dot  wai 
hanircd  aionii  m  ith  hi*  nin>ier  :  but  the  mith  in,  he  -urvived  him 
lonir.  in  the  M-rvint  uf  a  man  in  I^itlien.  yet  wa«  nid  after- 
wunlii  to  hnvv  «hown  liitle  of  the  wonderful  iMtinct  exhibited 
u  itM>  eniploynientof  Millar. 

Anothi-r  in»taim>  of  ■iniilar  MffOrity.  a  friend  of  mine  dia- 
rovered  iii  a  bi-Mutirul  lirile  upaniel.  which  he  had  ptirchaaed 
'^  I  Uie  caaiaa  not.    Wban  ha  enteied  a  khup.  Im 


j  conducted  himself  upon  a  nmilar  principle ;  for  In 
I  had  no  sooner  a  glimpse  of  his  agent,  than  he  srvmed 
[  to  fi'el  thr-  nt*c*rt(sity  of  leaving  the  stage  free  for  hk 
maeliinations. 

"My  tiin'ani,"  he  said,  with  ns  much  indiflTereiifi 
ni<  lit-  (oiiM  uHftiime,  "  will  rail  fur  my  letter»^I moM 
nttffid  Lady  Pmelope:"  and.  instantly  ttroflering  hii 
Services  as  Jiihtice  of  the  Peace,  or  in  whatever  othfi 
quality  she  chose  to  employ  them,  he  hastdy  pnrflmted 
his  arin,  and  scarce  gave  her  ladyship  time  to  rerora 
from  her  etiite  of  languor  to  th<'  nei't  ssary  degree  et 
activity  ere  he  hurried  her  from  the  shop:  and,  whk 
her  thm  hatchet-face  rhatterini;  oIopp  to  hii  ear,  her 
yellow  and  scarlet  feathers  crossing  his  nose,  her  lea 
n^ht  hoiiourabli;  arm  hooking  his  elbow,  he  brtvetf 
the  suiirm'ssed  titters  and  sneers  of  all  the  younger 
women  whom  he  met  as  they  traversed  the  parade: 
One  glance  of  intelligence,  though  shot  at  a  distancCi 

t)nsHe(i  betwixt  his  lordship  and  Solmes  as  the  former 
eft  the  public  walk  under  the  guidance  of  Lady  Pent' 
lope,  his  limbs  indeed  obeying  her  pleasure,  and  Idi 
ears  dinne<l  with  her  attempts  to  explain  the  buaiiMi 
in  question,  but  his  mind  totally  inditferent  where  be 
was  going,  or  ignorant  on  what  purpose,  and  exdu- 
sively  occupied  with  the  packet  in  Mrs.  Pott's heapcf 
(M^stponed  letters,  and  its  probable  fate. 

At  It^ngih  an  effort  of  recolk>ciion  made  Lord  Ether- 
ington sciisible  that  his  abstraction  must  seemsirann, 
and,  as  his  conscience  told  him.  even  anspicious  in  w 
eyes  of  his  companion  ;  putting  therefore  the  i 


sary  degree  of  constraint  upon  himself,  he  expKMed, 
for  the  first  time,  curiosity  to  know  whtTC  their  walk 
wad  to  terminate.  It  chanced,  that  this  was  prrciMif 
the  question  which  he  needed  not  to  haveaslied,ifM 
had  paid  but  the  slightest  attention  to  the  very  volu- 
ble communications  of  her  ladyship,  which  had  all 
turned  u|H>n  this  subject 

"Now,  my  dear  lord,"  the  said,  '*  I  must  beKeve 
you  lords  of  the  creation  think  us  poor  simple  woncQ 
the  vainest  fools  alive.  I  have  told  you  now  much 
pain  it  costs  me  to  speak  about  my  httle  charitieii 
and  yet  you  come  to  make  me  tell  you  thewbotesiory 
over  again.  But  I  hope,  after  all,  your  lordahip  is  noC 
surprised  nt  what  I  have  thought  it  niv  duty  to  do  in 
tliiH  sad  afTuir— perhaps  I  have  iistened  too  much  tft 
the  dictatiH  of  my  own  heart,  which  are  apt  to  bew 
deceitful." 

On  the  watch  to  get  at  something  explanatory,  yet 
afraid,  by  demanding  it  directly,  to  Aiovf  that  the  pre- 
vious tirfe  of  narrative  and  ^thos  had  been  lostoDU 
inattentive  ear.  Lord  Etherington  could  only  say,  thai 
Lady  PeneIopt^>  could  not  err  in  acting  according  10 
the  dictates  of  her  own  iudgnuint. 

Still  the  compliment  had  not  sauce  enough  for  the 
lady's  sated  palate;  so.  like  a  true  glutton  of  praiK. 
she  began  to  nolp  herself  with  the  soup-ladle. 

".'\h  I  judgment?— how  is  it  you  men  know  in  » 
little,  that  you  think  we  cun  pause  to  wtigh  aentiincBi 
in  the  balanceof  judgment?— that  is  expecting  ratJMr 
too  much  from  us  po<ir  victims  of  our  feeling*.  So 
that  you  must  really  hokl  me  excused  if  I  forgot  the 
errors  of  this  guilty  and  unhappy  creature,  when  I 
looked  upon  her  wretchedness— Not  that  I  wouU 
have  my  little  friend,  Misa  Digges,  or  your  lorddup^ 
suppose  that  I  am  capable  of  paliiatmg  the  fault,  while 
I  pity  the  poor,  mistTable  sinner.  Oh,  no— Walpok^s 
verses  express  beautifully  what  one  ought  to  foal ob 
such  occasions— 

*  For  never  waa  th«  ftentle  breaat 

ln«eoiiiiile  to  human  woe*  ; 
F««?liiix,  thoufli  firm,  it  melt«  dialrast'd 

For  weakneaaea  it  navar  know*.'  ** 

"Most  accuHM'dof  all  pr^ieutes,*^  thcughthiskvd- 
ship,  "when  wilt  thnu,  amidst  all  thy  chatter,  utter 
one  word  sounding  like  sense  or  information ! 

But  Lady  Penelope  went  on— "If  you  knew,  my 

wai  not  lonf  in  obaervlnf  that  hii  little  cnmramon  Bade  it  i 
rah  to  follow  at  Mnne  interval,  and  to  aftranae  ilMlf  fnm  ktl 
m;irter  lo  much  ad  to  appear  totally  uneimnee.ied  with  M» 
And  when  he  left  the  »hop.  it  waa  the  dof «  ru«rum  in  reaaia 
b^shind  him  till  it  ooald  And  an  opportunity  of  eeirinv  a  nirol 
riovea.  or  Milk  atnckinn,  or  Kime  Rimilar  property,  whicii  H 
brought  to  lU  moriier.  The  |ioor  fellow  pnibabiy  aavttd  ill  life 
by  fklliBf  into  ihc  liaaUa  of  an  Uoncat  idbb. 
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terri,  how  I  lament  my  limited  mnans  on  those  ocra- 
liiias !  but  I  have  •raiherH  porncthinu:  among  tiie  eood 
people  at  the  Well.  I  ankftd  tliat  tk^lliah  wretch,  Win- 
UfMowoin,  to  walk  liown  with  me  to  view  her  dif»- 
tic49,  and  the  heariji-As  beast  told  me  he  waa  afrau) 
(KfinfiKtion  I— infection  from  a  piiei^— puerperal  fevur ! 
I  »huuld  not  p«*rhapn  pronounce  the  word,  but  science 
■  of  no  sex —however,  I  have  always  used  thievea' 
vinesar  ea*)ence,  and  never  have  gone  farther  than  the 

Whatever  were  Etherington'a  faults,  he  did  not  want 
charily,  ao  far  aa  it  r^nsiats  in  Rivins  alma. 

"I  am  aorry,"  he  aaid,  taking  out  nis  purac,  "your 
lidfphtp  should  not  have  applied  to  ine." 

"Pardon  me,  my  lonl,  we  only  beg  from  our  frienda ; 
tnd  your  lordship  'i»  ao  conatantly  engaged  with  Lady 
Riakf,  thai  we  have  rarely  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you 
in  what  I  call  my  little  circle." 

Lord  Etherington,  without  further  answer,  tendered 
leoirole of  guineas,  and  observed,  that  the  poor  woman 
I     abould  have  medical  attendance. 

"Why.  so  1  say,"  answered  Lady  Penelope ;  "  and 
I  Mkfd  the  brute  Q.uackicben,  who,  I  am  sure,  owes 
me  some  gratitude,  to  go  and  see  her;  but  the  sordid 
BOnstrf  answered,  *  Who  was  to  pay  him  ?'— He 
grows  every  day  more  intolerable,  now  that  he  seems 
nieof  marrying  that  fat  blowzy  widow.  He  could 
not.  I  am  aure,  expect  that  I— out  of  my  pittance- 
Ami  besides,  my  lord,  is  there  not  a  law  thnt  the  pa- 
riih,  or  the  county,  or  the  wjmething  or  other,  shall 
pir  far  ph  vsicking  the  poor  ?" 

We  will  find  means  to  secure  the  Doctor's  attend- 
tBce,"  said  Lord  Etherington;  "and  I  believe  my 
best  way  will  be  to  walk  back  to  the  Well,  and  send 
him  10  wait  on  the  patient  I  am  afraid  I  can  be  of 
little  iise  to  a  poor  woman  in  a  childbed  fever." 

"Puerperal,  my  lord,  puerperal,"  said  Lady  Pene- 
lope in  a  tone  of  correction. 

"In  a  puerperal  fever  then."  said  Lord  Eihering- 
IBO;  "  why,  what  can  I  do  to  help  her  T* 

"Oh !  my  lord,  vou  have  forgotten  that  this  Anne 
Hefxie,  that  I  told  you  of^  came  here  with  one  child 
ia  her  arms— and  another— in  short,  about  to  becr)ine 
I  iDoiher  again— and  setded  herself  in  this  niiserahlc 
hnt  I  told  you  of— and  some  people  think  the  minister 
dioald  have  sent  her  to  her  own  parish ;  but  he  u  a 
Mrioge^  aoft-headed,  sleepy  sort  of  man,  not  over 
tctife  m  his  parochial  duties.  However,  there  she 
Mtl'jd.  and  there  was  something  about  her  quite  be- 
yond the  style  of  a  common  pauper,  my  lord— not  at 
ail  the  disgusting  sort  of  person  that  vou  give  a  six- 
pence to  while  you  look  another  way— but  some  one 
thit  seemed  to  hnve  seen  btiter  days— one  that,  ns 
iinakspeare  saya,  could  a  tali*  unfold— though,  indeed, 
I  hive  never  thoroughly  learned  her  history — only. 
■  that  tu-day,  as  I  called  to  know  how  she  was,  and 
I  init  my  maid  into  her  hut  with  some  trifle,  not  worth 
jwotioning,  I  find  there  is  somtthing  hangs  about 
oer  mind  concerning  the  Mowbray  family  here  of  St. 
aqnan's— and  my  woman  says  the  iK)or  creature  is 
uyiof^  and  is  ravmg  either  for  Mr.  Mowbray  or  for 
pwae  magistrate  to  receive  a  declaration ;  and  so  I 
UTe  given  >'uu  the  trouble  to  come  with  inc,  thnt  wc 
Bay  get  out  of  the  poor  creature,  if  possible,  whatever 
ike  has  got  to  say.— I  hope  it  is  not  iniirdcr— I  hope 
DM— though  young  St.  Ronan's  has  been  a  strange, 
wild,  daring,  thou^fhrless  creature— *<'A«rro  innignc^ 
aadie  Italian  says.- But  here  ia  the  hut,  my  lord— 
prty,  walk  in." 

The  mention  of  the  St.  Ronan's  family,  and  of  a 
•Krei  relating  to  them,  banished  the  thoughts  which 
Lord  Etherington  began  to  entertain  of  leaving  Lady 
PHielope  to  execute  her  works  of  devoted  charity 
Whout  his  assistani.-e.  It  was  now  with  an  interest 
•Jual  to  her  own.  that  ho  stood  before  a  most  in-ae- 
nble  hut  where  the  unfortunate  female,  her  distresses 
jot  greatly  relieved  by  Lady  Penelope's  ostentatious 
52"*yi  hfid  resided  both  previous  ti>  her  confinement 
and  iince  that  event  had  taken  place,  with  an  old 
^Qan,  one  of  the  parish  poor,  whose  miserable  dole 
»e  miiiisttfr  had  augmented,  (hat  she  might  have 
aojne  mrans  of  aasisting  the  stranger. 

Udy  Penelope  lifted  the  latch  and  entered,  after 
a  loomcamry  hesitation,  which  proceeded  lirom  a 


I  stnigfi[le  betwixt  her  fear  of  infectimi.  and  her  eager 
curiosity  to  know  soinething,  she  could  not  guess 
what,  thnt  iniuhl  afl(:ci  the  Mowbrays  in  their  honour 
or  fortunes.  The  latter  soon  prevailed,  and  she  en- 
tered, followed  by  Lord  Eihfrington.  The  lady,  like 
other  comforters  of  the  cnliins  of  the  poor,  proceeded 
to  rebuke  the  grumbling  t)ld  woman  for  want  of  order 
and  cleanliness— cen.siircd  the  food  wiiirh  was  pro- 
'vided  for  the  patient,  and  inquired  pariicularly  after 
the  wine  which  she  had  left  to  make  caudle  with. 
The  crone  was  not  so  dazzled  with  Lady  Penelope's 
dignity  or  bounty  ns  to  endure  her  reprimand  with 
patience.  "They  that  had  their  bread  to  won  wi'  ae 
arm,"  she  said,  for  the  other  hung  powerless  by  her 
side,  "  hnd  mair  to  do  than  to  soop  booses ;  if  her 
Icddyship  wad  let  her  ain  idleoueanof  a  lass  lake  the 
besom,  she  might  make  the  house  as  clean  as  she 
liked ;  and  madam  wad  be  a'  the  better  of  the  exercise, 
and  wad  hae  done,  at  least,  ae  turn  of  wark  at  the 
week's  end." 

"Do  you  hear  the  old  hag,  mv  lord?"  said  Lady 
Penelope.  "  Well,  the  r>o«r  are  horrid  ungrateful 
wHif ches— And  the  wine,  dame— the  wine  ?" 

"The  wine!— there  was  hardly  half  a  mnichkin, 
nnd  nuir,  thin,  fusionless  skink  it  was— the  wine  was 
drank  out  ye  may  swear— we  didna  fling  it  ower  our 
shout  her — if  ever  wc  were  to  get  good  o'l,  it  was  by 
tnking  it  naked,  and  no  wi'  vour  sugar  and  your 
slnisters— I  wish,  for  nne,  I  had  ne'er  kend  the  sour 
sinnrk  o't.  If  the  bedral  hadna  gien  me  a  drap  of 
usquebRu^h,  I  might  e'en  hae  died  of  your  leddyship's 
liquor,  for" 

Lord  Etherington  here  interrupted  the  grumbling 
crone,  thrusting  some  silver  into  her  grasp,  and  ai 
the  same  time'  liegging  her  to  be  silent.  The  hag 
weighed  the  crown-piece  in  her  hand,  and  crawled  to 
her  chimney-comer,  muttering  as  she  went,—"  This 
is  something  like— this  is  something  like— no  hke 
rinning  inti^  the  house  and  out  of  the  house,  and 
geeing  orders,  like  mistress  and  mair,  and  than  a 
puir  shilling  again  Saturday  at  e'en." 

So  snymg,  she  sat  down  to  her  wheel,  and  seized, 
while  she  spun,  her  iut-black  cutty  pipe,  from  which 
she  soon  sent  such  cu»uds  of  vile  mundungus  vapour 
as  must  have  cleared  the  premises  of  Lady  Penelope, 
had  she  not  been  strorifj  in  purpose  to  share  the  ex- 
pcvtcd  confession  of  the  invalid.  As  for  Miss  Digger 
she  coughed,  sneczc-d,  retchitl,  and  finally  ran  out  or 
the  e^ttasre,  declaring  she  could  not  live  in  such  a 
smoke,  if  it  were  to  near  twenty  sick  women's  last 
sriccches;  and  that,  besides,  she  was  sure  to  know 
all  about  it  from  Lady  Penelope,  if  it  was  over  so  Utile 
worth  tilling  over  again. 

Lord  Etherington  was  now  standing  beside  the 
miserable  flock-bed,  in  which  lay  the  poor  patient, 
distract(.*d,  in  what  seemed  to  be  her  dying  momeiits, 
with  the  peevish  clnmour  of  the  elder  infant,  to  which 
she  (rould  only  ret)ly  by  low  rnoans,  turning  her  looks 
as  well  as  she  could  irom  its  ceaseless  wnine  to  the 
other  side  of  her  wretched  couch,  where  lay  the 
unlucky  creature  to  which  she  had  last  given  birth ; 
its  shivering  limbs  iinp«Tfectly  covured  with  a  blanket, 
its  little  features  already  swollen  and  bloated,  and  its 
eyes  scarce  open,  apparently  insensible  to  the  evils 
of  a  state  from  which  it  seemed  about  to  be  speedily 
released. 

"  You  are  very  ill.  poor  woman,"  aaid  Lord  Ether- 
ington ;  "  I  am  told  you  desire  a  magistrate." 

^*  It  was  Mr.  Mowbray  of  St.  Ronan's  whom  I 
desired  to  see— Jt)hn  Mowbray  of  St  Ronan's— the 
lady  promisfd  to  bring  him  here." 

"  I  am  not  Mowbray  of  St  Ronan'a,"  said  Lord 
Etherington;  "but  I  am  a  justice  of  peace,  and  a 
member  of  the  legislature— I  am,  moreover,  Mr.  Mow- 
bray's particular  friend,  if  I  can  be  of  use  to  you  in 
anv  of  these  ca|)aciiiea." 

The  poor  woman  remhined  long  silent  and  when 
she  spoke  it  was  doubtfully. 

"  Is  my  Lady  Penelope  Penfeather  there  ?"  she  said, 
straining  her  darkened  eyes. 

"  Her  ladyship  is  present  and  within  hearing,"  said 
Lord  Etherington. 

"  My  case  is  the  worse,"  answered  the  dying  woman, 
for  80  she  seemed,  "  if  I  must  couimimicate  such  t 
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nerret  m  mine  to  a  man  of  whnm  I  know  noihinpr,  • 
find  a  wunian  uf  whom  I  unly  know  that  riliv  warns  . 

'*l— I  wnnt  discrption!"  v:\ui  Lady  Penclopti;  bnl 
ni  a  »\iinn\  from  Lord  KtiirnnKtun  sht*  at'eined  tu 
rt'Hirnin  h'Tidrli';  nor  titd  i\\v  8ii-k  woman,  whofie 
powers  of  oh!HT\'aUon  w^n;  vrealiy  impaired,  seem  to  j 
be  uware  of  the  inttrniption.    Shi'  Kp<ike,  notwith-  I 
standing  hrr  situaiion,  wiih  an  intolh^ihle  and  even  I 
oniphatic  voire;  her  nmniirr  in  a  Kr*'nt  measure  be-  I 
trayinff  ihe  indLienct!  of  the  fever,  and  her  tono  and  ', 
languaKo  seeming  much  superior  to  her  mo»t  niiiwra- 
ble  iimdilion. 

"  I  am  not  the  aiijuct  <*n*ntuFc  which  I  wem,"  she 
said;  "at  leavt,  I  was  not  iiorn  tu  bo  so.    1  wiHh  I  ^ 
irtre  that  utter  ol>jt!et  I   1  wish  I  wire  a  wretehed  j 
pauper  of  the  loWit«t  claHS— a  slarvin^  vaisaltond— a 
wifelet>s  mother— ignorance  and  inseuKibdity  would 
make  me  bear  my  lot  lihx'  the  outcast  animal  that  I 
dies  natiently  on  the  t*ideof  tho  common,  where  it  hiid  | 
Ui'U  half-starviKl  dunng  rt^  hfe.     Hut  I  —hut  i--tK)rn  i 
and  brt^  to  bttier  things,  have  not  lost  tin;  momor)' 
of  them,  and  they  make  my  present  condition— my 
shame— my  ptiverty— mv  infamy— the  si-iht  uf  iny 
dying  balK.t}— thf"  sen.w  inat  my  own  death  is  oomin|2 
fast  on— they  make  these  things  a  forttaste  of  hell ! ' 

LH<ly  Penelope's  self-coticLit  and  a(!l-<'lalion  were 
broken  down  by  this  f*arful  exordmni.  She  sobbetl, 
shuddered,  and,  for  once  iM'rhaps  in  her  lifu,  felt  the 
real,  not  the  aN(«um(.<d  necessity,  of  putting  her  hand- 
kerciiief  to  her  eyes.  Lord  Kthcrington  abo  was 
moved. 

''  Gooti  woman,'.'  he  said,  "  as  far  as  relieving  your 
personal  vrants  can  mitigate  your  disires«i,  I  will  see 
that  that  is  fully  performed,  and  that  your  poor  chil> 
dren  are  attendi'd  to." 

"  May  tiod  bless  you!'*  said  the  poor  woman,  with 
a  glance  at  tho  wretched  forms  Dtside  her;  "and 
may  you,"  she  added,  after  a  mumcninry  pause,  "de- 
serve the  blessing  of  God,  for  it  is  bestowed  in  vain 
on  those  who  are  unworthy  of  it!" 

Lord  F.theringtpn  felt,  u'rhans,  a  twinge  of  con- 
S(;ieno';  for  he  said,  sometliing  hastily,  "Pray,  go  on, 
good  woman,  if  you  really  have  any  tnmg  lo  commu- 
nicate to  me  as  a  mugistraie — it  is  time  your  con- 
dition  was  stmif  what  mended,  and  1  will  cause  you 
to  be  eared  for  diretrtly." 

"  Stop  yet  a  moment,"  she  said ;  "  let  mc  tmload 
my  conscience  befon*  I  go  hentr,  for  no  earthly  relief 
will  long  avail  to  prolong  my  time  hen>.— I  was  well 
born,  the  more  my  pres<7it  bliame!  well  educated,  the 
icreater  my  present  guilt!— I  was  always,  indeed, 
poor,  but  I  felt  not  of  the  ills  of  poverty.  I  only 
thought  of  it  when  my  vanity  demanded  idle  and  cx- 

rimsivc  gratiiica lions,  for  real  wants  I  knew  none, 
was  companion  of  a  young  lady  of  higher  rank  than 
my  own.  my  relative  however,  and  one  of  such  cxcjui* 
site  kindness  of  dippijbition,  tliat  she  treaii-d  mo  us  a 
sister,  and  would  have  shareil  with  me  all  that  she 

had  on  earth 1  scarce  think  I  can  go  farther  with 

mv  story !— something  tvi:»  to  my  thniat  when  I  re- 
collect howl  R»wanled  her  sisterly  love!— I  was  elder 
than  Clara— I  should  have  directed  her  reading,  and 
confirmed  her  understanding;  hut  my\jwn  bent  led 
me  to  peruse  only  works,  whirls  Uum^h  they  bur 
lesque  nalun\are  seductive  to  the  imaisination.  W< 
read  these  folhcs  together,  until  we  ha  J  fashioned  on 
tor  ourselves  a  little  world  of  romanc(\  and  prepare<i 
ourai'lvcs  for  a  maze  of  adventures.  C-larn's  imagina 
tions  were  as  pure  nn  those  of  angi^ls;  mine  were- 
but  it  is  unneccessary  to  tell  them.  The  fiend,  al 
ways  watchful,  presented  a  tempter  at  the  niomeni 
when  it  was  most  dangemus." 

She  paused  here,  as  if  she  found  (lifnctilty  in  ex 
prc-ssins  herself;  ami  lH)rd  Etheringion,  turning 
with  ureat  appearance  of  inten^t,  to  Lady  Penelope, 
began  to  iiiquire,  "  Whether  it  wcTe  quite  agrc-iible  t«' 
her  ladyship  to  remain  any  longer  an  ear- witness  ui 
this  unfortunato  confession  7— it  seems  lo  be  versing 
on  some  ihines— things  that  it  might  be  unpleasant 
lur  vnur  lailyship  to  hear." 

"I  wns  iust  forming  the  same  o))inion,  my  lord 
and,  to  say  truth,  was  about  to  propose  to  your  lord 
■hip  lo  withdraw,  and  kiava  mo  alone  with  the  poot 


woman.    My  sox  will  moke  hrr  npccwary  rommqii* 
catiiMio  nioH'  frank  in  yi-iir  h)rilHhip'8  absence." 

"True,  m:ul>im;  but  then  1  am  calkxi  here  in Bf 
^  apaeiiy  of  a  niau'in irate." 
"Huhh!"  s:tid  Ludy  l'i.'neli>pe;  "  she  speaks." 
"  They  say  every  woman  that  yield^i,  makes  banclt 
41  blave  to  her  seilueer;  but  1  sold  my  liberty  not  tot 
man,  but  a  demon !  He  made  mi:  ser>'e  hnn  in  bii 
vile  s<-liemeri  against  my  friend  and  patnmt  m— ind 
i)\\ !  he  found  m  me  an  agent  too  willin'pr.  from  mm 
envy,  to  destn)y  the  virtue  which  1  bad  li>st  niyidL 
J>o  not  lintun  t4>  me  any  more— Go,  and  leave  mtto 
my  fate!  I  am  the  most  detestable  wretch  thateier 
lived— detiHi:ible  lo  myself  w(»rst  of  all,  because evea 
in  my  |M'niti-ne*>  then>  is  a  si^cret  whiipi-r  that  lells 
rii4^  ill  a  I  wen>  I  as  I  have  lieen,  I  would  again  ifit 
over  all  the  wickedness!  have doru\  and  imicn  wono. 
t)h!  for  Heaven'k;  assistance,  to  cruah  the  wickod 
thought!" 

She  closed  her  eyes,  folded  her  eniaciated  haiidii 
and  belli  them  upwards  in  the  attitude  of  one  who 
prays  internally;  presently  the  hands  t>eparated,  and 
k'll  gently  down  on  the  misiTable  couch;  but  Imt 
lyis  did  not  oim'II,  nor  was  thv.rt:  the  shghtest  lifA 
•f  motion  in  iIn*  features.  Lady  Penc-.L^  shriektd 
raii.tly.  hid  her  eyes,  and  liurhed  back  from  the  bed, 
nhiie  I^ml  Kiherington,  his  looks  darkening  with  a 
t'omplicaiion  of  feeliims,  reniaine<l  gazing  on  the  Mor 
woman,  as  if  eager  to  discern  whether  the  spaik  of 
life  was  totally  extinct.  lltT  ghni  old  aysistani  hitf- 
ried  to  the  bedside,  with  some  spirits  in  a  broken 
glass. 

"  Have  ye  no  had  pennyworths  for  your  charitTT* 
»he  said,  in  spiti-lul  si*orn.  "  Ve  buy  the  very  lileo| 
us  wi'  your  siullings  and  sixpences,  your  groats  i 
vour  Iwddles- ye  hae  garr'cf  the  puir  wretch  spi 
till  she  swarfs,  and  now  ye  stand  as  if  ye  never  i 
n  woman  in  a  dwani  before  1  I^ct  me  till  h(>r  wf  thfl 
rlram— inony  wftrds  mickle  drought,  ye  kon— Stand 
Mit  o*  my  gate,  my  letidv,  if  sae  be  that  ye  are  a 
leddy ;  there  is  liltii>  use  ol  tho  like  of  you  when  then 
18  death  in  the  Tx>t." 

Lady  Penelope,  half  affronted,  but  still  more  frighl> 
ont.'d  by  the  manners  of  the  old  hag,  now  gladly  eoB- 
hrnct^d  Lonl  Ktherington  s  rcnewtii  of!er  to  eeoorl 
her  fmm  the  hut.  He  h-ft  it  not,  however,  withoil 
bestowing  an  addiiional  gratuity  on  the  old  womai, 
who  re<rtived  it  with  a  wluning  beneilirriim. 

"The  Almighty  guule  your  course  through  the  iropj 
hies  of  this  wicKed  wa rid— and  the  muckle  deenj 
blaw  wind  in  your  sails,*'  she  added,  in  her  naiunl 
tone,  as  the  guests  vanished  fnun  her  miserable 
threshold— "  A  wheen  cork-headed,  barmv-brained 
gowks!  that  wunna  let  puir  folks  sae  muckle  at  die 
m  quiet,  wi'  their  sossings  and  their  soouings."* 

"This  \)OiiT  creatun^s  dinHaratiun.  said  Lora 
Kthcrington  to  Lady  Penelope,  "s«-ems  to  refer  to 
matters  which  the  law  has  nothing  to  do  with,  and 
which,  perhaps,  as  they  seem  to  imphcate  thcpeaceof 

*  T1»e  anllior  has  maiio  an  attempt  in  (liia  rharartpr  lo  dmw 
a  pirture  or  whit  ■•  I'lo  uHen  «een.  a  w  n*fRlM*f1  beinr  i  *" 


limirt  bpftimfi  hardniitl  and  Kpiietl  at  IIm*  wuriii.  in  nkliieliflii 
li  luiMTy  and  httli*  dyinpathr  TiM 


m  diMMntMl  lo  rx|ii'ncnt:«  marh  ii 


I  gyiti'm  i)rriimpulM>ry  charily  by  iMM>r'ii  rater,  of  whtcli  Iha  lb* 
iiulut«>  n«r«>it«ii7  can  hanUr  be  queitiiomMl,  ]inu  ntm  deil  wiib 
it  (in  luiih  wid*«  »oirM>  uf  tho  moat  (m1>  jua  ami  mali'viileni  ftci* 
inM  tlul  ran  afitaii*  iiuinanitjr.  Tlio  quality  uf  inio  ciianir  ii 
nut  vtraini'fl.  l.tkf.  titat  uf  imsrcy,  uf  uhirh,  in  a  Uig^  aenw.il 
may  In>  arroununi  a  imtter  viriiir,  il  bkiiar*  htm  that  isirea  «Nl 
him  thai  tako*.  It  awnkpiu  kimlly  foi'linra  bulh  in  the  nis^ 
of  Ihr  donor  nnd  in  ihnt  of  Mie  r*'h»'Trd  ohH-i*t.  T\\i  river  aw 
lectfivur  an.>  rrcummeniieU  to  each  oihrr  by  mutual  ftflioiao 
giNid-will,  and  tho  pli>a«iiruble  i'mutmnii  roiiiNrU'd  %kitli  tbi 

;  rontciuuiineM  of  a  cxhI  nMion  A\  thp  iUny-X  in  rpntllcrtimia 
tiM  Olio,  whili*  a  MKiiKO  of  craiitudf  rondera  it  holy  lo  the  olhM 

'  In  llie  li>ffal  and  c«iiii|iur<<nry  aMv^nwiit  for  ihu  proclaiowi 
|tari«ti  |inui«er,  tliifre  la  iiolhinfof  nil  lliin.  Tlie  ahiia  an  M 
Uirtod  from  an  unHtlline  hand,  aiwi  a  lu-art  wliirh  do«ir*ii  lii 
aiiniliilatmn,  ralliiT  than  tho  n^hrf,  of  liio  diatre^Kod  objec' 
Tlieobjert  of  rhnrity.  wnitible  of  the  ill-will  wiUi  which  Ih 
pilianre  i»  t>e«tuwt>d.  m'lireii  on  it  aa  hi*  riciil.  imt  an  a  imvvm. 
Thi>  inaniMtr  uf  ronfiTrins  it  iH'ini  dm'rtly  rnlrulaied  in  biv 

,  and  diarviii  hi4  fi-«>l>ns«,  hH  re%enh'iM  hiniih  If  by  LiTomine  ia 

INjdfnt  and  rlain«iniii».  A  m<iiH  oil lou*  pictun>,  or  more  Jikd 
o  dopmve  the  fivlinira  <if  thoiM>  exiwiM-d  to  itx  inflio'iire,  ra 
'  hardlv  he  iiiiapincd  :  and  rt:t  to  aiirh  a  iinmt  havi-  wo  Um 
bnnifflil  by  nn  arlihcial  •>yiitfm  of  surielv.  ihnl  wc  mnat  eiU» 
diTy  nltoffi'tlier  ilin  richt  of  tiic  iKuir  to  llirir  ju«l  nroiMirlinn  • 
tho  fruiti  of  the  earth,  or  afliird  them  uVinc  men  in  of  aabsii 
^  aaos  oat  uf  Umbb  br  the  iasunitiiia  uf  poaiuira  law. 


GiAP.  xxxn.] 


ST.  RONAN'S  WELL. 


ym 


I  fomily  of  respectability,  nnd  the  character  of  a  j 
fonn;*  lady,  we  ought  to  inquiro  no  further  after."         | 

"I  dialer  from  your  lonlship,"  said  Lady  Fendope; 
MdiHi-T  eilft^nely— I  suppose  you  guess  whom  tier 
diiKoiirK  touched  upon  ?  ' 

"Inticed,  your  ladyship  does  my  acuteneas  too 
nrh  honour." 

"Did  she  not  mention  a  Chrietian  name?  snid 
Udy  Penelope ;  '*  your  lordship  is  strangely  dull  this  i 
Mming !"  I 

"A Christian  name?-*No,  none  that  I  heard— ves,  I 
ike  aaid  something  about— a  Catherine,  1  think  it 


.  **Caiherincr  answered  the  lady;  "No,  my  lord, 
il  was  Clnra— rather  a  rare  name  in  this  country,  and 
belani^ins,  1  think,  to  a  young  ladv  of  whom  your 
lordvhip  sltould  know  something,  unless  your  evening 
lirtaiions  with  Lady  Binks  have  biotiea  entirely  out 
H  your  memory  your  mornini;  visits  to  Shaws-Ca^ 
Ic.  Vuu  are  a  bold  man,  my  lord.  I  would  advise 
XNilo  include  Mrs.  Blower  among  the  ol>iex:ts  of  your 
liention,  and  then  you  will  have  maid,  wife,  and 
ridow  upon  your  list." 

I' Upon  my  honour,  your  ladyship  is  too  severe," 
■id  Lord  Rtherinpton ;  "  you  surround  yourself  every 
veiling  witii  all  that  is  clever  and  acc<jmpii9hed 
moa^  the  people  here,  and  then  y(»u  ndunile  a  poor 
eduded  monster,  who  dare  not  approach  your  charm- 
i  cijrle,  because  he  seeks  for  some  amusement  elsc- 
/here.  Tliis  is  to  tyrannize,  and  not  to  reign— it  w 
Sirkitth  dcsputism !" 

"Ah!  mv  lord.  I  know  you  well,  my  lord,"  aaid 
Jidy  Penelope—  Sorry  would  your  lonlship  be,  had 
wi  not  power  to  render  yourself  welcome  to  any  cir- 
le  which  you  may  please  to  approach." 

**That  IS  to  say,"  answered  the  lord,  **ymi  will 
»ardan  me  if  I  intrude  on  your  ladyship's  coterie  this 
itening  ?"_ 

*  There  i^  no  society  which  Lord  Eiherington  can 
diink  of  frequenting,  where  he  will  not  be  a  welcome 
luesL" 

1*1  will  plead  then  at  oncti  my  pardon  and  privilege 
thii  evening— And  now,"  (speaking  as  if  he  had  suc- 
ceeded io  establishing  some  confidence  with  her  la- 
dyihip^^   "what  do  yuu  really  think  of  this  blind 

"0, 1  must  iKjIieve  it  concerns  Miss  Mowbray.  She 
vu  always  an  odd  girl—something  alK)Ut  her  I  could 
xwer  endure— a  sort  of  effrontery— that  is,  perhaf>s,  a 
brah  word,  but  a  kind  of  assurance— an  air  of  confi- 
Mce— so  that  though  I  ki^pt  on  a  footing  with  her, 
because  ahe  was  an  orphan  girl  of  good  family,  and 
baeausc  I  really  knew  nothing  positively  bad  ol  her, 
Jti  she  sometimes  absolutely  shocked  me." 

.**  Vour  ladyship,  perhaps,  would  not  think  it  right  to 
Ave  publicity  to  the  story  ?  at  least,  till  you  know  ex- 
actly what  it  is,"  said  the  Earl,  in  a  tone  of  augges- 
tion. 

**  Depend  upon  it,  that  it  is  quite  the  worst,  the  very 
vont— V«Mi  heard  the  woman  say  that  slie  had  ex- 
posed ('iara  to  ruin— and  you  know  she  must  have 
Bvant  (Mara  Mowbray,  because  she  wsh  «o  anxious 
to  tdl  the  story  to  her  brother.  St.  Ronan's." 

"Very  true— I  did  not  think  of  that,"  answered 
Loid  Ktherincton;  "still  it  would  bo  hard  on  the  poor 
giri  if  it  f'hould  get  abroad." 

"0.  it  will  never  gel  abroad  for  me,"  said  Lady  Pe- 
BciopH;  "I  would  not  tell  the  very  wind  of  it.  But 
then  I  cannot  me^t  Miss  Mowbray  as  formerly— I 
kave  a  station  in  life  to  maintain,  my  loni— and  I 
im  under  the  necessity  of  being  mlect  in  my  society— 
i  ii  a  duty  I  owe  the  public,  if  it  wero  even  not  my 
m'O  inclination." 

'  (Vrtainty,  my  lady  Penelope,"  said  Ty)rd  Rther- 
ntion ;  "  but  then  consider,  tliat.  in  a  place  wtiere  all 
:yi«  are  neiH.-«(sarily  obncrvani  of  your  ladyship's  be- 
:aviour.  the  least  t*oldness  on  your  part  to  Miss 
Mowbray— and,  after  all,  we  have  noihim;  like  as- 
anrani-^-  of  any  thing  being  wrong  thtrre— woidd  ruin 
ler  witli  the  company  here,  and  with  the  world  at 
•fgp." 

"Uh!  my  lord,"  answered  Lady  Penelope,  "as 
or  (h*?  tnitii  of  the  story,  1  have  some  private  reasons 
i  xny  owa  for  '  hoidiioi;  the  lUaoi^  tmle  devoutly 


true ;'  for  I  had  a  mysterious  hint  from  a  very  wort'iy. 
but  a  verv'  wngnlar  man,  (your  lordship  knows  hotv  I 
adore  originnliiy,)  the  clerg>'inan  of  the  parish,  who 
made  me  aware  there  was  soniHhing  wrong  about 
Miss  Clam— something  that- your  lordship  will  ex- 
cuse my  speaking  mom  plainly, — Oh,  no  \—l  ffW — I 
fear  it  is  all  too  true— Vou  kjiow  Mr.  Cargill,  I  sup- 
pose, my  lord  ?" 

"Yes— no— I— I  think  I  have  seen  him,"  eai«l  Lord 
Eiherington.  "  But  how  came  the  lady  io  make  tho 
parson  her  father-confe«aor?— they  have  no  auricular 
confession  in  the  Kirk— it  mual  nave  bi>en  with  the 
purpose  of  marriage,  I  presume— let  us  hoi>e  that  it 
took  plat'e— |>erhaps  it  really  was  so— did  he,  Cargill— 
the  minister,  1  mean— say  any  thing  of  auch  a  mat- 
ter?" 

"  Not  a  word— not  a  won!— I  see  where  you  are,  my 
lord;  you  would  put  a  fzood  face  on'i.— 

'Thny  call'd  it  mirriAire.  Iiy  tliat  fpftr.ioai  nams 
Tu  veil  tiie  crime,  ami  aanctifr  the  itiame.* 

Queen  Dido  for  that.  How  the  clergyman  came  into 
the  secret  I  cannot  tell— he  is  a  very  cl(»se  man.  But 
f  know  he  will  not  hear  of  Miss  Mowbniy  being  mar- 
ried to  any  one,  unquestionably  because  he  knows 
tliat,  in  doing  ho,  she  woidd  introduce  disgrace  into 
some  honiTSt  family— and,  truly,  I  am  much  of  his 
mind,  my  lord." 

"IVrhaps  Mr.  Cargill  may  know  the  lady  is  pri- 
vately marriid  alreudyj"  said  the  Earl;  "I  think  that 
is  the  more  natural  interencc,  l)eggin$;  your  ladyship's 
pardon  for  presuming  to  ditfer  in  opinion." 

Lady  Penelope  seemed  determined  not  to  take  this 
view  of  the  case 

"  No,  no— no,  I  tell  you,"  she  replied ;  "  she  cannot 
be  married,  for  if  she  were  married,  now  could  the 
poor  wretch  say  that  she  was  mined?— You  know 
then>.  is  a  difference  betwixt  ruin  and  marriage." 

"  Some  people  are  said  to  have  found  th<;m  synony- 
mous. Lady  Penelope,"  answered  the  Earl. 

"  You  are  smart  on  me,  my  lord ;  but  still,  in  com- 
mon parlance,  when  we  say  a  woman  is  ruined,  we 
mean  quite  the  contrary  of  her  lieing  married— it  is  im- 
possible for  me  to  be  more  explicit  upon  such  a  topic, 
my  lord." 

I  defer  to  your  ladyship's  better  judgment,"  said 
T^rd  Etherinpton.  **  I  only  entreat  you  to  observe  a 
little  caution  in  this  business— I  will  make  the  strict- 
est inquirits  of  this  woman,  and  acquaint  you  with  the 
result;  and  I  hope,  out  of  regard  to  the  respectable 
family  of  St.  Ronan's,  your  ladvahip  will  be  in  noliur- 

3\'  to  intimate  any  thing  to  Mies  Mowbray's  preju- 
ico." 

"  I  certainly  am  no  person  to  spread  scandal,  my 

lord,"  answered  the  lady,  drawing  herself  up;  "  at  the 

same  time^  1  must  say,  the  Mowbrays  have  little  claim 

on  me  for  forU^aranee.    I  am  sure  1  was  the  first  per^ 

son  to  bring  this  Spa  into  fashion,  which  has  been  a 

mnit'T  of  such  consequence  to  their  estate ;  and  yet 

Mr.  Mowbray  wt  himself  against  me,  my  lord,  in 

every  iMissible  sort  of  way,  and  encourasrcd  the  under- 

brrd  \ieop\c  about  him  t»>  b<;havp  very  strangrlv.— 

Then;  was  the  business  of  building  the  Belvidere, 

which  he  would  not  permit  to  be  done  out  of  the 

stock-purse  of  the  company,  because  I  hail  given  the 

workmen  the  plan  and  the  orders-^aiid  then,  about 

the  tea-riNMii— and  the  hour  for  begirming  dancings 

and  about  the  subscription  for  Mr.  Rvmour's  new 

Talc  of  Chivalry— in  short,  1  owe  no  consideration  to 

Mr.  Mowbray  of  St.  Ronan's." 

"  But  the  pjior  young  lady  1"  said  Lord  Etherington.  i 

"Oh!  the  poor  young  lady?— tho  poor  youn;r  lady 

ran  be  as  saury  as  a  rich  young  lady,  I  proinise  you.— ■ 

There  was  a  busine!)S  in  which  she  used  me  somda- 

loufe:|y,  Lord  Et.herintrtou— it  was  about  a  very  triHins 

I  matter— a  j*hawl.    Noborly  minds  dress  le»«s  than  1 

j  do,  mv  lord  i  I  tliank  H«;aven  my  thoughts  turn  iii)on 

veryifitlerent  topics— hut  it  is  in  triflis  that  dij«rt*specl 

I  and  unkindness  are  nhtiwii;  and  1  have  had  a  full 

;  shnrt^of  both  from  Miss  t'lara,  liesides  a  irood  deal 

I  of  impertinence  from  her  brother  upon  the  sanu) 

I  subject." 

I  "There  is  but  onr  way  remains."  thoufidit  the  Ear! 
'  as  they  approached  the  Sna,  "an<l  tha*.  is  to  work  on 
I  the  ii^rt  of  this  d— <i  viadiotive  blue^tockui/i^d  wild 
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cat—Your  ladyship,"  he  said  aloud,  "  is  awsre  what 
severe  dainascs  have  been  awarded  in  lare  cases 
where  somcthin;;  apprrmcrhin^  to  scandal  has  been 
traced  lo  ladies  of  consideni lion— the  privilejres  of  the 
tea-table  have  bei^ri  found  insuflTicicnt  to  protect  some 
fair  cricics  against  the  consequences  of  too  frank  and 
liberal  animadversion  upon  the  cbaractitrs  of  their 
friends.  So  pray,  remember,  that  as  yet  wc  know 
very  little  on  this  subject." 

Lady  Penelope  loved  money,  and  feared  the  law ; 
and  this  hint,  fortified  by  her  acquaintance  with  Mow- 
bray's love  of  his  sister,  and  his  irritable  and  revengeful 
disposition,  brought  her  in  a  moment  much  nearer  the 
temper  in  which  Lord  Etherington  wished  to  leave 
her.  She  protested,  that  no  one  could  be  more  tender 
than  she  of  the  fameof  the  unfortunate,  even  supposing 
their  guilt  was  fully  proved— promised  caution  on  the 
subject  of  the  pauper's  declaration,  and  hoped  Lord 
Etherington  would  join  her  lea-party  early  in  the 
evening,  as  she  wished  to  make  him  acquainted  with 
one  or  two  of  her  mottgU^  whom,  she  was  sure,  his 
lordship  would  find  deserving  of  his  advice  and  coun- 
tenance. Bemg  by  this  time  at  the  door  of  her  own 
apartment,  her  ladyship  look  leave  of  the  Earl  with 
a  most  gracious  smile. 


CHAPTER   XXXII  . 

DiSAPPonrrMKNT. 

On  Uie  lee-beuB  lies  tite  land,  boys, 

8ee  ill  clear  ro  rrarearh  courae ; 
Let  tlie  rore>iih«etiiro.  don't  mind,  bofi, 

Thouf  h  Uie  mettUier  fhould  be  wone.— 7^  Burwu 

"It  darkens  round  me  like  a  tempest,"  thought 
Lord  Etherington,  as,  with  alow  step,  folded  amis, 
and  his  white  hat  slouched  over  his  brows,  he  tra- 
versed tlie  short  interval  of  space  betwixt  his  own 
apartments  and  those  of  the  Lady  Penelope.  In  a 
buck  of  the  old  school,  one  of  Congreve's  men  of  wit 
and  pleasure  about  town,  this  would  have  been  a 
d^Mirture  from  character ;  but  the  present  fine  man 
doea  not  derogate  from  his  quality,  even  by  exhibiting 
all  the  moody  and  gentlemanlike  solemnity  of  Master 
Stephen.  So,  Lord  Etherington  was  at  liberty  to 
carry  on  his  reflections,  without  attracting  observa- 
tion.—"I  have  put  a  stopper  into  the  mouth  ol'  that 
old  vinegar-iTuet  of  quality,  but  the  acidity  of  her 
temper  will  soon  diasolve  the  charm— And  what  to 

d«r 

As  he  looked  round  him,  he  saw  his  trusty  valet 
Solmea,  who.  touching  his  hat  with  due  rt-spect,  said 
as  he  passed  him.  **  Your  lordship's  letters  are  in  your 
private  despatch-box." 

Simple  as  these  words  were,  and  indifierent  the 
tone  in  which  they  were  spoken,  their  import  made 
Lord  Etherington' s  heart  bound  as  if  his  fate  had 
depended  on  the  accents.  He  intimated  no  farther 
interest  in  the  communication,  however,  than  to 
desire  Solnics  to  be  below,  in  case  he  sliould  ring : 
and  with  these  words  enteri-d  his  apartment,  and 
barred  and  boluxi  the  door,  even  before  he  looked  on 
the  table  where  his  despatch-box  was  placed. 

Lord  Etherington  had,  as  is  usual,  one  key  to  the 
box  which  held  his  letters,  his  confidential  servant  i 
being  intrusted  with  the  other ;  so  that,  under  the 
protection  of  a  patent  lock,  his  despatches  escaped  all 
risk  of  being  tampered  with,— a  precaution  not  al- 
together unnecessary  on  the  part  of  those  who  fre- 
quent hotels  and  lodging-houses. 

"  By  your  leave,  Mr.  Bramah,"  said  the  Earl  as  he 
appliui  the  key,  jesting,  as  it  were,  with  his  own 
agnation,  as  he  would  have  done  with  that  of  a  third 
l»arty.  The  lid  was  raised,  and  displayed  the  packet, 
the  appearance  and  superscriptinn  of  which  had 
attracted  his  observation  but  a  short  while  before  in 
the  post-ofiice.  7%en  he  would  have  given  much  to 
t)e  possesBid  of  the  opportunity  which  was  now  in  his 
power ;  but  many  pause  on  the  brink  of  a  crime,  who 
nave  contemplated  it  at  a  distance  without  scrupla 
Eord  Etherington's  first  impulse  had  led  him  to  poke 
the  fire ;  and  he  held  in  his  hand  the  letter  which  he 
was  more  than  half  tempted  to  commit,  without  even 
bKaking  the  aeai,  lo  Uie  fiery  eicuieou    But,  though 


I  sufficiently  famDiarized  with  guilt,  he  was  n 

acquamted  with  it  in  its  basest  shapes— hi 

!  yet  acted  with  meanness,  or  at  least  with  i 

:  world  terms  such.   He  had  been  a  duellist, 

;  ners  of  the  age  authorized  it— a  libenine,  I 

I  excused  it  to  nis  youth  and  condition— ■ 

successful  gambler,  for  that  Quality  he  was 

and  envied;  and  a  thousand  other inaccu 

which  these  practices  and  nahits  lead,  we 

slurred  over  m  a  man  of  quality,  with  for 

spirit  to  support  his  rank.    But  his  present  i 

act  was  of  a  diflcrent  kind.  Tell  it  not  in  Roi 

whisper  it  not  on  Sl  Jameses  pavement !— it 

ed  to  an  act  of  petty  larcny,  for  which  thi 

honoiu-  would  admit  of  no  composition. 

Lord  Etherington,  under  the  influence 
recollections,  stood  for  a  few  minutea  sua 
But  the  devu  always  finds  logic  to  convinc 
lowers.  He  recollected  the  wrong  done  to  hk 
and  to  himself,  her  offspring,  to  whom  his  A 
in  the  face  of  the  whole  world,  imparted  i 
ditary  rights,  of  which  he  was  now.  By  a  poi 
deed,  endeavouring  to  deprive  the  memory  ol 
and  the  expectations  of^ihe  other.  Surely, 
being  bis  own.  he  had  a  full  title,  by  the  ni 
tual  means,  whatever  such  means  might  be 
all  attacks  on  that  right,  and  even  destroy, 
sary,  the  documents  by  which  his  enem 
prosecuting  their  unjust  plans  against  his  ho 
mterest. 

This  reasoning  prevailed,  and  Lord  EtI 
again  held  the  devoted  packet  above  the  flam 
it  occurred  to  him,  that  his  resohition  being  i 
ought  to  carry  it  into  execution  as  effectuall 
sible ;  and  to  do  so,  it  was  necessary  to  kn 
the  packet  actually  contained  the  papers  i 
was  desirous  to  destroy. 

Never  did  a  doubt  arise  in  juster  time 
sooner  had  the  seal  burst,  and  the  envelop 
under  his  fingers,  than  he  perceived,  to  his  u 
stematitm,  that  he  held  in  nis  hand  only  the 
the  deeds  for  which  Francis  Tyrrel  had  wr 
originals  of  which  he  had  too  sanfniinely  c 
would  be  forwarded  according  to  his  requis 
letter  fro^I  a  partner  of  the  house  with  wl 
were  deposited,  stated  that  they  had  not  fi 
selves  at  }il>erty,  in  the  absence  of  the  head 
firm,  to  whom  these  papers  had  been  eomE 
part  with  them  even  to  Mr.  Tyrrel,  though 
proceeded  so  far  as  to  open  the  parcel,  and  nc 
mi t ted  to  him  fonnal  copies  of  the  papers  c 
in  it,  which,  they  presumed,  would  strve  Mr. 
purpose  for  consulting  counsel  or  the  Uk 
themselves,  in  a  case  of  so  much  delicacy,  aj 
absence  oi  their  principal  partner,  were  de 
to  retain  the  orifpnals,  unless  called  to  prodi 
in  a  court  of  justice. 

With  a  solenm  imprecation  on  the  formi 
absurdity  of  the  writer,  Lord  Etheringtor 
letter  of  advice  drop  from  his  hand  into  the 
throwing  himself  into  a  chair,  passed  his  bar 
his  eyes,  as  if  their  very  power  of  sight  \ 
liiighted  by  what  he  had  rend.     His  dtle, 

Caiemal  fortune,  which  he  thought  bnr  an 
efore  might  be  rendered  unchallengeable  by 
movement  of  his  hand,  seemed  now  on  the 
being  lost  for  ever.  His  rapid  recollection  f 
to  remind  him  of  what  was  les?  known  to  th 
that  his  early  and  profuse  expenditure  hac 
dilapidated  his  maternal  fortune;  and  that  tl 
of  Nettlewood.  which  five  minutes  ago  he  on 
td  as  a  wealthy  man  desires  inrreuseof  \ 
must  now  l>e  acnuired,  if  he  would  avojd  beit 
and  embarrassed  spendthrift.  To  impede  his 
ing  himself  of  this  property,  fjBle  hnd  restor 
scene  the  penitent  (>f  the  morning,  who,  asbc 
much  reason  to  belitve,  was  returned  to  th 
bourhood,  to  do  justice  to  Clara  Mowbray,  i 
was  not  unlikelv  to  put  the  whole  story  of 


She,  however,  i 
)  ht 


riage  on  its  right  fooling, 
got  rid  of;  and  it  might  still  be  fioesible  to  r 
Mowbray,  by  working  on  her  fears^^or  thn 
a^'ncy  of  her  brother,  into  a  union  with  him 
still  prcaerved  the  liik  of  Lord  Ethehngtoi 


p.xxxin.i 


ST.  RONAN'S  WELL. 


ilore,  he  resolved  to  serure^  if  effort  or  if  intngue 
1  carry  the  point;  nor  wa»  it  the  least  considera- 
that,  tthould  he  siiccKed,  he  would  olituin  over 
leL  his  tmccfc«sfi:l  rival,  <iuch  a  triumph,  as  would 
iimciently  locmbitterihe  tranquillity  of  his  whole 

I  a  few  minutes,  his  rapid  and  contriving  in vcn- 
had  formed  a  plan  for  6«curinu;  the  sole  advan- 

t  which  seemed  to  remain  open  for  him ;  and  con- 
a  that  he  had  no  time  to  lose,  he  entered  imme- 
clj  upon  the  execution. 

he  bell  summoned  Soimes  to  his  lordship's  apart- 
II.  when  the  Earl,  as  coolly  as  if  he  had  hoped  to 
e  nil  experienced  valet  by  such  an  assertion,  said, 
OQ  have  brouffht  me  a  packet  designed  for  some 

II  ai  the  Aultoun— let  it  be  sent  to  him— Stay,  I 
i  rs-seol  it  first." 

Is  accordingly  re-sealed  the  packet,  containing  all 

writings,  excepting  the  letter  of  advice,  (which  he 

I  bomt^)  and  gave  it  to  the  valet,  with  the  cau- 

^  *"!  wish  you  would  not  make  such  blunders  in 

na." 

Ibeg  your  lordship's  pardon— I  will  take  better 

e  igain— thought  it  was  addressed  to  your  lord- 

M  answered  Solmes,  loo  knowing  to  sivc  the  leost 
kof  intellij^uce,  far  less  to  remind  the  Earl  that 
'.own  directions  had  occasioned  the  mistake  of 
lidi  he  complained. 

'Solmes,"  continued  the  Earl,  "  you  need  not  men- 
Bjrour  blunder  at  the  p<  st-ofiicc:  i%  would  only 
man  tattle  in  this  idle  place— but  be  sure  that  the 
itfeman  has  his  letter.— And,  Solmes,  I  see  Mr. 
nrbrsy  walk  across— ask  him  to  dine  with  mc  to- 
f  at  five.  I  have  a  headache,  and  cannot  face  the 
JBOur  of  the  savages  who  feed  at  the  pubhc  table.— 
d  let  me  s^>e— make  my  compliments  to  Lady  Pe- 
ope  Penfcathei^I  will  certainly  have  the  honour 
iraidng  on  her  ladyship  this  evening  to  tea,  agree- 
f  to  her  very  boreing  invitation  received— write  her 
nper  card,  and  word  it  your  own  way.  Bespeak 
Mr  for  twoL  and  see  you  have  some  of  that  batch 
Boigundi'.  The  servant  was  retiring,  when  bis 
■ttf  added,  "  Slay  a  moment— I  have  a  more  im- 
lant  busineMi  than  I  have  yet  mentioned.— Solmes, 
have  managed  devilish  ill  about  the  woman 
»!" 

L  my  lord?"  answered  Solmes. 
I  es^  you.  sir— did  you  not  toll  mc  she  had  gone  to 
West  Jnuies  with  a  friend  of  yours,  and  did  not  I 
)  them  a  couple  of  hundred  pounds  for  passage- 
aeyr 

^(s.  my  lord,"  replied  the  valet. 
Ay,  but  now  it  proves  no,  mv  lord,"  said  Tiord 
«nn8;ton ;  "  for  she  hns  found  her  way  back  to 
country  in  mi»?rable  plight— half-starved,  and,  no 
be,  williujc  to  do  or  say  any  thing  for  a  livelihood— 
V  has  this  happened  r 

Bidduiph  must  have  taken  her  cash,  and  turned 
loose,  my  lord,"  answered  Solmes,  as  if  he  had 
i  speaking  of  me  most  commonplace  transaction 
iie  world;  '*but  I  know  the  woinun's  nature  so 
l,BDd  am  so  much  master  of  her  histor}',  that  I  can 
7  her  off  the  countrv  in  twenty-four  hours,  and 
X  her  where  she  will  never  think  of  returning, 
ridcd  your  lordship  can  spare  me  so  long." 
About  ii  direcily— but  I  can  tell  you,  that  you  will 
i  the  woman  in  a  very  penitential  humour,  and 
riliin  health  to  boot." 

I  am  sure  of  my  game,"  answered  Solmes ;  "  with 
miteion  lo  your  lordship,  I  think  if  death  and  her 
d  aagfl  had  hold  of  one  of  that  woman^s  arms, 
devil  and  I  could  make  a  sliift  to  lead  her  away 
lie  other." 

Away  and  about  it,  then,"  said  Eiherincrton.  "Rut, 
a  r&  Soliue>i,  he  kind  to  her,  nnd  see  all  her  wants 
e^  1  have  done  her  mischief  enough— though 
w  and  the  devil  had  done  half  the  work  to  my 
id."      '  ' 

(olmes  at  length  was  permitted  to  withdraw  to  | 
■cute  his  various  commissions,  with  an  assurance 
•t  his  servic'.is  would  not  be  wanted  for  the  next 
^^Dty-fiMir  hunrs. 
,^ !"    said  the  Earl,  as  his  agent  withdrew, 


"  there  is  a  spring  put  in  motion,  which,  well  oiled, 
will  move  the  whole  machine — And  here,  in  lucky 
time,  comes  HarryJtkyl  -I  h^ar  his  whistle  on  the 
fliairs.— There  is  a  silly  lightness  of  heart  almut  that 
f«;llow,  which  I  envy,  while  I  despise  it ;  but  he  is  wel- 
come now,  for  I  want  him." 

Jekyl  entered  accordinglj^  and  broke  out  with  "I 
am  glad  to  see  one  of  your  fellows  laying  a  cloth  for 
two  in  your  narlour,  Etheringtun— 1  was  afraid  you 
were  going  down  among  these  .^onfounded  bores 
again  to-day." 

"  You  are  not  to  be  one  of  the  two,  Hal,"  answered 
Lord  Etherington. 

"No 7— then  I  may  be  a  third,  I  hope,  if  not  se- 
cond ?" 

"Neither  first,  second,  nor  third.  Captain.— The 
truth  is,  I  want  a  tfttc-^-tPle  with  Mr.  Mowbray  of 
St.  Ronan'a,"  replied  the  Earl ;  "  and,  besides,  I  have 
10  beg  the  very  particular  favour  of  you  to  go  again  to 
that  fellow  Martigny.  It  is  lime  that  he  should  pro- 
duce his  papers,  if  he  has  any— of  which,  for  one,  1  do 
not  believe  a  word.  He  has  had  ample  time  to  hear 
from  London ;  and  I  think  I  have  delayed  lon;^ enough 
in  an  imi)ortant  matter  upon  his  bare  assertion." 

"I  cannot  hlame  your  impatience,"  said  Jekyl, 
"and  I  will  go  on  your  errand  instantlv.  As  vou 
waited  on  my  advice^  I  am  bound  to  find  an  end  to 
your  suspense.- At  the  same  time,  if  the  man  is  not 
possessed  of  such  papers  as  he  spoke  of,  I  must  own 
he  is  happy  in  a  command  of  consummate  assurance, 
which  might  set  up  the  whole  roll  of  attorneys." 

"You  will  be  soon  able  to  Judge  of  that,"  said  Lord 
Etherington ;  "  and  now,  off  with  you— Why  do  you 
look  at  me  so  anxiously  7" 

"  I  cannot  tell— I  have  strange  forebodings  about 
this  f^te-k-tdte  with  Mowbmy.  You  should  spars 
him  Etherington— he  is  not  your  match— wants  Both 
judcment  and  temper." 

*"rell  him  so,  Jekyl,"  answered  the  Earl,  "  and  his 

Kroud  Scotch  stoniach  will  be  up  in  an  instant,  and 
c  will  pay  you  with  a  shot  for  your  pains.— Why,  he 
thinks  himself  cock  of  the  walk,  this  strutting  bantam, 
notwithstanding  the  lesson  I  gave  him  before— And 
what  do  you  think  7— He  has  the  impudence  to  talk 
about  my  attentions  to  Lady  Binks  as  inconsistent 
with  the  prosi>cution  of  my  suit  lo  his  sister  I  Yes, 
Hal— this  awkward  Scotch  laird,  that  has  scarce  tact 
enough  to  make  love  to  a  ewe-milker,  or,  at  best,  to 
some  daggletailed  soubrette,  has  the  assurance  to 
start  himself  as  my  rival !" 

"Then,  good-night  to  St.  Ronan's!— this  will  be  a 
fatal  dinner  to  him.— Etherington.  I  know  by  that 
laugh  you  are  bent  on  mii«chief— I  have  a  great  mind 
to  give  him  a  hint." 

"  I  wish  you  would,"  answered  the  Earl ;  "it  wouki 
all  turn  to  my  account." 

_ "  Do  you  Qtfy  nie  7— Well,  if  I  meet  him,  I  will  put 
him  on  his  guard.'' 

The  friends  parted;  and  it  was  not  long  ere  .ekyl 
encountered  Mowbray  on  one  of  the  public  walks. 

"You  dine  with  Etherington  to-day 7"  said  the 
Captain— "Forgive  me,  Mr.  Mowbray,  if  I  say  one 
single  word— Beware." 

"  Of  what  should  I  beware,  Captain  Jekyl,"  an- 
swered Mowbray,  "when  I  dine  with  a  friend  of  your 
uwn,  and  a  man  of  honour  7" 

"Certainly  Lord  Etherington  is  both,  Mr.  Mow- 
bray; but  he  loves  play,  and  is  too  hard  for  most 
fieopfe." 

"1  thank  you  for  the  hint.  Captain  Jekyl— I  am  a 
raw  Scotchman,  it  is  true;  nut  yt»t  I  know  a  thing  or 
two.  Fairplay  18  always  presumed  amongst  gcnde- 
mnn ;  and  that  taken  for  granted,  1  have  the  vuiiity  to 
think  I  need  no  one's  caution  on  the  subject,  nut  even 
Captain  Jekyl's,  though  his  experience  must  needs  bd 
80  much  superior  to  mine." 

"In  that  case,  sir,"  said  JekyU  bowing  coldly,  "I 
have  no  more  to  say,  and  I  hope  there  is  no  harm 
done.— Conceited  coxcomb?"  he  odded.  mentally,  as 
they  parted,  "how  truly  did  Etherington  judge  ol 
liiin,  and  what  an  asa  was  I  to  iniemM>idlc!--l  hopa 
Etherington  will  strip  him  of  I'very  fi-ainer!" 

He  pursued  his  walk  in  quest  of^Tyrrel,  and  Mow  • 
bray  proceeded  to  the  apartments  of  the  Carl,  Ji  a 
10 
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temper  of  mind  well  suited  to  the  purpoKit  of  the  lat- 
ter, who  iudici'd  of  his  disposition  arciirntely  when  he 
perniiitt'd  Ji'kyl  to  (;ive  his  wcll-nuaiit  warning.  To 
he  supposed,  hy  a  man  of  acknowli'dgui  fushjon,  so 
docidttily  inferior  to  his  nnta^onist-  to  be  eoiibidiTttl 
■8  im  object  of  compassion,  oiid  made  I  he  Kubjerl  of 
a  fpood-hoy  warning  was  i;all  and  bitterneuH  to  his 
proud  spirt,  which,  the  more  that  ho  fell  a  eonscious 
mferioniy  in  (he  arts  which  they  all  cultivati-d,  t-tnj;;- 
g\vd  the  morx.'  to  preserve  the  lootinii  ol  ut  least  ap- 
parent i^iwality. 

Since  the  first  memorable  party  at  pimiet,  Mowbray 
had  never  hazarded  his  luck  with  Lord  P^Lherin;;ton, 
exci-ptfor  trifling  stake's  i  but  his  conceit  It^  him  in 
suppose  that  he  now  fully  undirsiood  his  pUty,  and, 
aureeahly  to  ihe  practice  of  thoHc  who  have  habituated  . 
themselves  to  Kambling,  he  had  every  now  and  iht^n  ! 
felt  a  yearninv  to  try  for  his  revenjrc.  He  wished  also 
to  be  out  of  Lord  Ktherin^ton's  liirbi,  feelin^j;  Hallt.-<i 
under  a  sens<'  of  pecuniary  ohiigniifjn,  wiiich  hin- 
dered his  spi'ukinx  his  mind  to  hint  fully  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  his  Hiriaiion  with  Lady  Binks,  which  he  jui^tly 
considered  as  an  insult  to  hit<  family,  considering  the 
footing  on  which  the  IrUirl  seemed  doi^irous  to  stand 
with  Clara  Mowbray.  From  thesi'  ohIi;;:iti<ms  a  fa- 
vourable eveninjit  niight  free  him,  and  Mowbray  wan, 
in  fact,  induliiin;<  in  a  waking'  dri-am  to  this  puiixjse, 
wheri  Jekyl  interrupted  him.  Hii;  untinu  Iv  warning 
only  excited  a  spirit  of  contradiction,  and  a  determina- 
tion to  show  (he  adviaer  how  little  he  was  (jualiHed 
to  |udge  of  his  talents ;  and  in  this  humour,  his  ruin, 
which  was  the  eonscYjuence  of  that  afternoon,  was 
far  from  set^miiiK  to  be  the  piemeditate«l,  or  even  the 
voluntary  work  of  the  Earl  of  Etherin«ion. 

(>n  the  contrary,  the  victim  himself  was  the  first 
to  propose  play— deep  play— double  stakirs;  whjle 
Lord  Ctherinuton,  on  the  oiIilt  iiand,  often  proi»o»(-d 
to  diminish  their  f^ame,  or  to  break  off  entirely  ;  but 
it  was  .ilways  with  an  aflei:tation  of  sufieriority,  which 
only  stimulaied  Mowbray  to  farther  and  more  despe- 
rate risks;  and,  at  last,  when  Mowbray  became  nis 
debtor  to  an  overwhelming  amount,  (his  circumstan- 
cea  coihsidered,)  the  Earl  threw  down  the  cards,  and 
declared  he  should  be  too  late  for  Lady  Penelope's 
tea-party,  to  which  ho  was  positively  enga^^ed. 

"  Wiir  you  not  Rive  me  my  n-venire  V^  said  Mow- 
bray, takmg  up  the  cards,  and  shuffling  them  with 
fierce  anxiety. 

''Not  now,  Mowbray;   we  have  played  too  long 
already— you  have  lost  too  much— more  than  perhaps 
is  convenient  for  you  to  pay." 
^  Mowbray  gnashed  his  teeth,  in  spite  of  his  resolu- 
tion to  maintain  an  exterior,  at  least  of  firmness. 

"You  can  take  your  time,  you  know,"  said  the 
Earl ;  '  a  note  of  hand  will  suit  me  as  well  as  the 
money." 

"No,  by  G— !"  answered  Mowbray,  "I  will  not  be 
so  taken  m  a  second  time— I  had  better  have  sold 
myself  to  the  devil  than  to  your  lordship— I  have  never 
been  my  own  man  since. "^ 

"These  are  not  very  kind  expressions.  Mowbray," 
said  the  Earl;  "you  vould  play,  and  they  that  will 
play  must  expect  sometimes  lo  Uwhj" 

'  And  they  who  win  will  expect  to  be  paid,"  said 
Mowbray,  breaking:  in.  "I  know  that  an  well  as  you, 
my  lord,  and  you  snail  be  paid— I  will  pay  you— I  will 
pay  you,  by  G— !  Do  you  make  any  doubt  that  I  will 
pay  >;ou,  my  lonlT' 

'  Vou  hiok  as  if  vou  thought  of  payina:  mo  in  sharp 
roin"  said  Lonl  Etheringion:  "and  I  think  that 
would  scarce  be  consistent  with  the  tenns  we  stand 
upon  towards  each  other." 

"By  my  soul,  my  lord,"  said  Mowbray,  "I  cannot 
tdl  whol  these  terms  are;  and  to  be  at  mv  wit's  end 
at  once,  1  should  be  glad  to  know.  You  set  out  ut>on 
paying  addresses  to  my  sister,  and  with  yuur  visits 
and  opportunities  at  .Shaws-Ca!<'tle,  I  cimnot  find  the 
matter  makes  the  least  pmgresK— it  kirpa  moving 
without  advancing,  like  a  child's  rocking-horse. 
Perhaps  you  think  that  you  have  curbed  mo  up  mi 
Ughtly,  that  I  dare  not  stir  in  iho  matter:  but  you  will 
find  it  otherwise.— Your  lord  Kb  ip  may  Keen  a  harum 
if  you  will,  but  my  sister  shoU  not  enter  it.'* 
.  "  Voa  tro  tiogry,  aiui  thereTore  you  are  unjust," 


i>aid  Kthcrington ;  "  you  know  well  enough  it  ii ; 
fistL-rV  lault  mat  ihtre  is  any  dr-iav.  I  am  most 
liri{!— ino.>>i  (iesiri)iis— to  call  her  Lady  KthringI* 
ii'jiniiiK  t)iit  her  unlucky  prejudices  against  me  I 
rt'tardeil  a  union  which  I  have  so  many  reasoD 
dehinng." 

"\V(J1,"  rrplietl    Mowbray,    "that   shall   be 

bu}>iness.    I  Know  no  reason  8he  cun  preten 

'  decline    a    inarna}.'e   so  hunourable   to   ner  h< 

and    which  is   approve«i    of  by   me,    that  hoi 

.  Iliad.    That  matter  shall  be  urraugcti  in  twenty 

houth." 
I      "It  will  do  me  the  most  aensible  pleasure," 
Lord  Etheringion;  "vou  shall  soon  sec  how 
cirely  I  desire  >onr  alliance;   and  as  for  the 

>oii  have  lost" 

i     "It  is  no  trirte  t«i  mo,  my  lord— it  is  my  n 
but  it  shall  Im-  paid— and  let  me  tell  your  loni: 
you  may  thank  ycmr  gooii   luck  for  it  more 
your  good  nlay." 

"We  will  say  no  more  of  it  nt  present,  if 
pleas*."  said  I.ord  Etht-rington,"  to-morrow 
new  day ;  and  if  you  will  take  my  advice,  you 
not  be  too  harsh  with  your  si&tcr.  A  little  1 
nvs-H  is  seldom  amiss  with  young  women,  but  i 
riiv" 

'I  will  pray  your  lordship  to  spare  me  yonrat 
on  this  siibjcct.  However  valuable  it  may  I 
other  respects,  I  can,  I  take  it,  speak  to  my 
ai-^ler  in  my  own  way." 

"Since  you  arc  so  caustically  disposed,  l! 
bray,'' answcretl  ihcEni;,  "1  presume  you  will 
honour  her  ludyi<hii/8  lea-tahte  tu-nittnt,  thou 
believe  it  will  lie  the  last  of  the  season  r* 

"And  why  should  you  think  so,  my  lordT' 
swertd  Mowbray,  wIiom;  losses  had  rendered 
tetfty  ami  contradictory  upon  every  subject 
wan  starti>tl.  "  Why  should  not  I  pay  my  req 
to  Lady  Penelope^  or  any  other  tabby  ol  qua 
I  have  no  titie,  indeed;  but  I  suppose  that 
family" 

"Entitles  you  to  become  a  canon  of  Strasbi 
doubt leB«— But  you  do  not  seem  in  a  very  Chru 
mood  for  taking  orders.    All  I  meant  to  say 
that  you  and  Lady  Pen  were  not  used  to  be  on 
a  good  footing." 

Well,  she  sent  me  a  cord  for  her  blow-i 
said  Mowbrav :  "  and  so  I  am  resolved  to  go.  V 
I  have  been  there  half  an  hour,  I  will  ride  u 
iShaws-Castlc,  and  you  shall  hear  of  my  spec 
wooing  for  you  to-morrow  morning." 


CHAPTER  XXXIV. 

A  TEA-PABTY. 

Let  Tall  the  rurtninn.  wheel  tlie  ttofk  rimnd  ; 
And  while  the  bubblinc  and  loud-hif«inc  um 
I '  tPxiHi  up  II  BU-aniy  rolumn,  mid  Um  nupa 
That  rli<i«:r.  but  iiui  iiifbriaie,  wait  iin  eanh, 
Thud  lut  uv  wwlcooic  peacenil  evening  in. 

('owpkH'M  rufc. 

Thx  approach  of  the  cold  and  rainy  season 
now  so  far  lhinn(.-d  the  company  at  the  Well, 
in  onler  to  s*.curc  the  necessary  degree  of  a 
upon  her  tea-nights,  Lady  Penelope  was  oblige 
iiiiploy  some  coaxing  towards*  those  whom  she 
considered  as  much  under  par  in  eociety.  Evei 
Doctor  and  Mis.  Blower  were  graciously  m 
u|on— for  their  mamap?  was  now  an  arrai 
aB'air:  and  the  event  was  of  a  nature  likel 
Kpreiiu  the  reputation  of  the  Spa  among  wet 
widows,  and  nmlical  gentlenien  of  more  skill 
practice.  So  in  thty  came,  the  Doctor  smiri 
gallanting,  and  performing  all  the  bustling  parai 
settled  and  arranged  courtship,  with  iiiuch  of 
grace  whrrewith  a  turkty-cock  soes  through 
same  cernnony.  Old  Touchwood  nad  also  aitei 
her  ladyship's  summons,  chiefly^  it  may  be  suppi 
from  his  restless  fidget v  disposition,  which  sol 
sufiertHi  him  to  remain  absent  even  from  those  pi 
of  resort  of  which  he  usually  professed  his  detesta 
There  was,  besides,  Mr.  Winti.rblossoni,  who,  ij 
tisufll  spirit  of  quiet  epTurisni  and  st'^lf-indul^ence, 
under  the  fire  of  a  vuUey  uf  compliments  to  J 
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Ill 


^ekype.  whemins;  to  ^ciire  for  himself  an  eiirlyr 
■op  of  u-a.  TluTc  WB!«  I.idy  Hinks  al*o,  wifh  her 
roflTcd  deffrvr  of  millt'iiiu'Kfl  in  hor  bi'oiitifitl  fnep^ 
ingn*  at  hor  hii^nn'i  as  iiAiial,  and  not  diffponed  to 
M  plesK^  with  Tiord  Ktherinjston  for  bi-in^  a(n«t'nt, 
rl'n  Khe  dowr-*!  Id  otciiy  Sir  Biii!«o'a  jcnioimy. 
rhi8  the  had  di:«^ov*'ri*d  to  be  thn  ni.*st  eHei'tiial 
rif  of  Mnnenrm^  the  Baroni't,  and  fine  n.joic(>d  in 
twiih  the  ti:^^!:!'  i;l«eof  a  hnckney  coachmnn,  who 
itflfoond  a  ratr.  whiTc  he  can  make  hia  |K)or  jndtf 
All  the  whiiK  Thi*  tvM  of  the  company  were  also  in 
ittmdiinre  b9  u.-fiial.  Macl^irk  himst'if  wan  prtn^'ot, 
Mirith«>tandin^  that  he  thou;;ht  it  an  u^r<*.?ious 
mte  of  hot  water,  to  bestow  it  upon  compound in!< 
inr  mixture  fta\'in;;  punch.  Hu  had  of  laic  a^«o- 
iitad  himself  a  ^ood  deal  with  the  traveller ;  not  thnt 
aeyhy  any  mean^  redemblerl  each  other  in  it-mpiT 
vopinrun^,  but  rather  becan<«  tliiTe  wn;*  that  di^rc*' 


of  you,  and  forgot  to  take  it  up  when  yon  come  back 

.i^in." 

"  Pv  f^ot  I  and  I  can  tell  you,  rir,"  aaid  the  Cap- 
tniii.  elevating  at  once  his  voice  and  bis  nostrils,  and 
^nufDni;  th«>  air  with  a  truculent  and  indignant  visage, 
"that  I  will  ni»t  pi-rmii  you  or  any  man  to  throw  any 
such  Bcnndal  on  my  ch.'iractcr.— I  thnnk  (^)i,  I  can 
brinsf  jpkxI  witness  that  I  am  as  Kooti  a  (Christian  as 
another,  f-ir  a  ryv)r  siiinrr,  an  the  best  of  us  arc;  and 
I  am  n»ady  to  justify  my  religion  witii  my  sword- 
Cot  tnmn  I—f'omnnrc  my  own  self  with  a  parcel  of 
hlar'k  heathen  horti«*s  ana  natives,  that  wtTo  never  in 
the  inner  side  of  a  kirk  whilst  they  livi««l,  but  s^  about 
worshipMin'jf  stocks  and  stones,  and  swinidn^  them- 
selves up«>n  IminlMJos.  like  pcasta,  as  they  an* ! ' 

An  indicnanl  prowlinsin  hislhr>-»ai,  which  sounded 

like  the  ncnnifscenre  nt  liis  inward  man  in  the  indig- 

_  nant  proposition  which  his  external  ori^ns  thus  ex* 

rfdiffen-nceMwixt  them  which  furnislu'd  perp4«tual  i  pressel,  conclude*!  this  haughty  spfcch,  which,  how- 


object  for  dispute  and  dii«cussion.  Thev  were  not 
4nf;  on  the  i^-es^nt  occasion,  ere  they  lighted  on 
i^lle  source  of  ct^ntroversy. 
■* Never  tell  me  of  your  points  of  honour,"  snid 
Toachwood,  raisinu:  his  voice  alto^cth<T  BlM)ve  the 
RMfal  tone  o(  polite  con vtTsat ion— "all  humbuir, 
!^iin  MacTurk— wiere  hair-traps  to  sprini^u  wood- 
win— men  of  w?nse  bnNik  thnniirh  thi.'m." 
"I'pon  my  word,  sir,'"  paid  the  Captain,  "and  mv- 
tf  is  surprised  to  hear  you  -for,  look  you,  sir,  ever\' 
Hn's  honour  is  the  breath  of  bis  nositrils— (.-ot  tanin ! ' 
"Thfn  let  m^n  bn-athe  throu;>h  their  mouths,  and 
!  d— d.''  returned  th«  contr«»v4;rsialist.  "  I  u?ll  you. 
r.  thai,  besides  its  being  forbidden,  both  by  law  and 
npd.  It's  an  idktticnl  and  totally  absuni  practice, 
ai  of  duelling.  An  honest  savage  has  mon;  sensi' 
an  tA  practise  it— he  takes  his  bow  or  his  uun,  as 
f  thing  raay  be,  and  shoftta  his  enemy  frum  U'liind 
bu^h.  And  a  very  giKxl  wav  *,  fur  you  see  there  c.nn. 
that  ease,  be  only  on^  man's  di-atn  between  thcrn." 
""Sanl  of  my  bortv,  sir,"  said  the  Captain,  "^'in  ye 


ever,  made  not  the  least  impression  tm  Touchwood, 
who  cared  as  little  for  anirry  tones  and  looks  as  be 
did  for  fine  speeches.  So  that  it  is  likely  a  quarrel 
betwi?en  the  Ciiristian  prectTf>tor  and  the  peacemaker 
miuiit  have  occumxi  for  the  amusement  of  the  com- 
panV,  had  not  thi'  attention  of  both,  but  particular!/ 
that  of  Tiuichwood,  been  diverted  from  the  topic  of 
debate  bv  the  entrance  of  Lord  Ktherington  and 
Mowhriy.  •,  . 

The  former  was,  as  usual,  all  grace,  smiles,  and 
gentleness.  Yet,  contrary  to  his  wonted  custom, 
which  usually  was,  after  a  few  general  compliments, 
to  attach  himself  particuUrly  to  Lady  BinkSj  the  Earl, 
on  the  pr*»sent  occasion,  avoiiled  the  side  of  the  room 
on  which  that  bi>autiful  but  sullen  idol  held  her  sta- 
tion, and  attached  himself  exclusively  to  Lady  Pene- 
lope I'enfeatber,  enduring,  wittiout  tliiichine,  the 
stmnire  vari"Tv  of  conceited  bararrittee.  which  that 
la'ly's  nafnrnl  pir»s  and  acfiuin«d  information  enabled 
her"  to  p'Hir  forth  with  unparalleleil  pn)fii«'ion. 


.4 n  hon«»st  heathen,  one  of  Plutarch's  heroes,  if  I 

omulgatp  sic  doctrines  amang  the  gond  company,  i  m'stike  not,  dn'amed  once  ur»on  a  ni'/ht,  that  the 
a  mr  belief  you  will  bring  sumebouy  to  tbu  gal-  fi<jnre  of  Proserpina,  whom  he  had  Ions;  worshipped, 
ws.  ,  visited  his  alumb-rs  with  an  angry  and  vindictive 

••Thank  y^.  Captain,  with  all  my  heart ;  but  I  stir  I  ef)untennnce,  and  menaced  hiin  with  vtjn^eance,  in 
I  no  quarr»."ls— I  l.-ave  war  to  them  that  live  by  it.    I    n-s''ntment  of  bis  htiving  nedt'ctM  her  altars,  with 

the  uMial  f^l•Ulen••^•s  of  a  iH)lyth«iPT.  f"' 'h"'*^  of  s«>mo 
more  fashionabl*'  divinity.    Not  that  godde->sof  the 


ily  siv.  that,  exci-pt  our  old,  stupid  aiietmtord  in  the 
Mth-west  hiTe.  1  know  no  country  S(>  i*itly  as  ti)  h:ir- 
lurthi:*  custom  of  duelling.    It  Is  unknown  in  Af 
lea,  am-m J  the  negroes— in  America." 
'Don't  tell  me  that,"  said  the  Captain  ;  "a  Van- 


infernal  r-'ffionsherv'lf  could  assume  a  more  haughty 


r)rmoredis;iie««<i-d  countenance  than  that  with  Wi 

_.  _        .  Lndy  Binks  lookf'd  fi\>m  time  to  time  upon  Lord 

*e  will  ti'»lit  with  muskets  and  buck-Hhot,  rather  :  Ktberinuton,  as  if  to  warn  him  of  the  consequence  of 
han  sit  srill  with  an  affront.  I  should  know  Jona-  '  this  depnrrure  from  the  allegiance  which  the  young 
ban.  I  think."  j  F.arl  had  hitberli*  manifest.fd  towanla  her,  and  which 

"AltotfLihcr  unknown  among  the  thousand  tribes  I  i^eemcd  now,  she  knew  not  why,  unless  it  were  for 
if  IndM."  !  the  purpose  of  public  insult,  to  be  Iransferred  to  her 

** 111  be  tamned,  then f  said  f'^aptain  MacTiirk.  I  rival.  P.Tilous  as  h^r eye-'-dances  wen', and  much ns 
*Ww  I  not  in  'hppoo's  pris»m  at  Bant;ralore 7  and.  tbi-y  nvnaciil,  Lont  Fltlierini^ton  feit  at  this  momeni 
•hrn  th-*  j'lvful  day  of  our  liberation  came,  did  we  not  the  importanc-  of  s-iothins  Lady  Penilope  to  sikince 
ilemiiiZ'*  It  with  fi>Mrteen  little  atl'air^  whereof  we  '  on  the  siibi'-ei  of  the  invalid's  confession  of  that  mom- 

!  iTiyr,  to  be  more  pn^ssing  than  that  of  appeasing  the 
!  indi'^nntion  of  T*ady  Hinks.  The  former  was  a  caso 
.  of  the  mo««t  urs«  nt  n«ri".«silv— the  latter,  if  he  was  at 
!  mM  anxi  m««  on  the  subject,  might,  he  perhaps  thought, 
be  trnst.^-l  10  time.    Had  the  ladies  cohlinu«?d  on  a 


iidhecn  laying  the  foundation  in  our  house  n\'  eapti- 
wrss  h^dy  writ  has  it,  and  never  went  liriber  to 
Wll.'  them  than  the  glacis  of  the  fort  ?  Hy  my  ».hjI. 
r^wwoiilii  have  thought  there  was  a  smart  skiritii>l), 
ui*  firing  was  so  close;  and  did  not  1,  (^nptniii  Mao 
TVfk,  fiaht  three  of  them  my>»elf,  without  movirij;  jiiy 
'joi  fr  mi  the  plnn*  I  set  it  on  .'" 


Mnl  pray.  ♦«ir  wlj^it  iiiiglit  be  the  r'»ult  of  thin 
'^risinn  m«)de  of  i:i\ing  thanks  lor  your  d'.*!ivcr;inci- .*" 
I'^nhwl'il  Mr.  Tte.n'Jiwi>iHl. 

"A  j«mall  li»«t  id'  casualtie*.  aft:'r  all,"  said  the  Cap- 
*n;  "onekill^***  on  the  s|mii.  oi.e<|i;\l  of  Ills  wouii  is 
-two  wuundiil  H'Vi'r»-ly  -ihr»'e  (iitto  slijhtiv 
:"l?  Duncan  Ma'M»hail  reiMirterl  misiini;.  We  wen- 
Wof  praetire,  after  such  long  confinement.  S«i  you 
Mfhow  we nianag'i  inaiiers  m  lislia,  my  ilear  fri! mi." 

"ViKiareto  uudi  rst-in«l."ripli»'il'roueliwo:».l.  "  tlinl 
lipok*  only  of  the  hi-athen  natives,  who,  hi-aihr  ii  as 
'in-  are,  live  in  the  li-^ht  of  their  own  moral  n  ns.;ii, 
"rf  snion;  wiiom  ye  shall  then-fore  s**  lMtttT«xaMi- 
pi^iif  prnciical  moraliiy  than  among  such  as  y<iur- 
^^T-'s;  who,  thouLrh  cillinu  v-Mirselves  ChriMtans, 
^2?-  ni  m'»n'  knowli-dgi-  of  the  true  ncnpiruion  nn<i 
nwa-ni!  of  yotjr  religion,  than  if  vou  liiid  1<  it  yoiir 
Curi»'.-.:inity  at  the  Ca^n;  of  tiooil  iloiJe.  a:*  diey  say 


tolerable  footing  together,  he  might  have  endeavoured 
to  eoneilinie  bo'h.  But  the  bitterness  of  their  long- 
siiPT're««':.|  frinl  hail  im-atly  uien-asivl,  now  that  it 
was  pn>ln!d»'  the  »nd  of  the  s-ason  was  to  s(>parate 
thim.  in  all  lik«'liho«Ml  forever;  so  that  Lady  Pene- 
lojM*  ind  no  loimer  any  motivf  for  irountenancing 
T.a-lv  iVir.ks,  or  ih"  I'ldyof  Sir  Bingo  for  de^irinif  La.iy 
nnil  Pi>n»!l.>ni 's  cjiin'cnance.  The  wenlih  and  lavish  ex- 
panse of  the  one  was  no  lonwr  to  n-ndyr  more  illus- 
trious thr  suit  of  her  right  hono'irable  friend,  nor  was 
the  soeietv  f»f  r^adv  IVndope  bkely  to  be  soon  a/?ain 
useful  or  n«v(ss:irv  to  Flatly  Binks.  .S)  that  neither 
were  acv  lomriT  d"sirous  to  suppress  svmptonis  of 
the  mtitinil  conteinpi  and  dislike  which  thi^  had  Ioiik 
nourislu-l  ftir  »-»eh  oihi-r;  and  whm-ver  sliouli,  in 
thisdeei«ive  lioiir.  l?»kepsrt  with  one.  had  little  hence 
forwarri  to  ext«'ct  fnw\  her  rival.  What  farther  and 
more  urivnte  r  -asons  f^ady  Binks  might  have  to  re- 
sent the  defeetion  of  I^nf  Ktlierincton,  have  never 
come  with  ceruiuiy  to  our  knowledge;  bui  it  was 


lift 
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[Chap.  XXIX. 


■aid  there  had  been  high  words  between  them  on  the 
floating  report  that  his  lordship's  visits  to  Shaws- 
Caslle  wei .  dictatKi  by  the  wish  to  find  a  bride  there. 

Women's  wits  are  said  to  be  quick  in  spyinff  the 
■urest  means  of  avenging  a  real  or  supposed  slij^ht. 
After  biting  her  pretty  lips,  and  revolving  in  her  nund 
the  readiest  means  of  vengeance,  fate  threw  in  her 
way  young  Mowbray  of  St.  Ronan's.  She  looked  at 
him,  and  endeavoured  to  fix  his  attention  with  a  nod 
and  gracious  smile,  such  as  in  an  ordinary  mood 
would  have  instantly  drawn  him  to  her  side.  On  re- 
ceiving in  answer  only  a  vacant  glance  and  a  bdw, 
she  was  led  to  observe  nim  more  attentively,  and  was 
induced  to  believe,  from  his  wavering  look,  varving 
complexion,  and  unsteady  step,  that  he  had  Been 
drinking  unusually  deep.  Still  bis  eye  was  less  ihat 
of  an  intoxicated  than  of  a  disturbe<l  and  desperate 
man^  one  whose  faculties  were  engrossed  by  deep  and 
turbid  reflection,  which  withdrew  nim  from  the  pass- 
ing scene. 

Do  you  observe  how  ill  Mr.  Mowbray  looks  V 
said  she.  in  a  loud  whisper;  "I  hope  he  has  not 
beard  what  Lady  Penelope  was  just  now  saying  of 
his  family?" 

^'Unless  he  hears  it  from  vou,  my  lady,"  answered 
Mr.  Touchwood,  who,  upon  Mowbray's  entrance,  had 
broken  ofl' his  discourse  with  MacTurk,  '*I  think 
there  is  little  chance  of  his  learning  it  from  any  other 
person." 

**  What  is  the  matter?"  said  Mowbray,  sharply,  ad- 
dressing Chatterly  and  Winterblossom  ;  but  the  one 
shrunk  nervously  from  the  question,  protesting,  he 
indeed  had  not  been  precisely  attending  to  what  iiad 
been  passing  among  the  ladies,  and  Winterblossom 
bowed  out  of  the  scrape  with  quiet  and  cautious  po- 
liteness—"  he  really  had  not  given  particular  atten- 
tion to  what  was  passing— I  was  negotiating  with 
Mrs.  Jones  for  an  additional  lump  of  sugar  to  my 
coffee.— Egad,  it  was  so  difficult  a  piece  of  diploma- 
cy," be  added,  sinking  his  voic^  "  that  I  have  an  kiea 
her  ladyship  calculates  the  West  India  produce  by 
grains  and  pennyweights." 

The  innuendo,  if  designed  to  make  Mowbray  smile, 
was  £ar  from  succeeding.  He  stepped  forward,  with 
more  than  usual  stifTness  in  his  air,  which  was  never 
entirely  free  from  self-consequence,  and  said  to  Lady 
Sinks,  "  May  I  request  to  know  of  your  ladyship  what 
particular  respecting  my  family  had  the  honour  to 
engage  the  attention  of  the  company?" 

"I  was  only  a  listener,  Mr.  Mowbray,"  returned 
Lady  Binks,  with  evident  enjoyment  of  the  rising 
indignation  which  she  read  in  his  countenance ;  "  not 
being  queen  of  the  night,  I  am  not  at  all  disposed  to 
be  answerable  for  the  turn  of  the  oonvcrsatkin." 

Mowbray,  in  no  humour  to  bear  jesting,  yet  afraid 
to  expose  himself  by  farther  inquiry  in  a  company  so 
public,  darted  a  fierce  look  at  Lady  Penelope,  then 
m  close  conversation  with  Lord  Etherint;ton,— ad- 
vanced a  step  or  two  towards  them,— then,  as  if 
checking  himself,  turned  on  his  heel,  and  left  the 
room.  A  few  minutes  afterwards,  and  when  certain 
satirical  nods  and  winks  were  circulating  among  the 
assembly,  a  waiter  slid  a  pirce  of  papf.'r  into  Mrs. 
Jonea's  hand,  who,  on  looking  at  the  contents, 
seemed  about  to  leave  (he  room. 

"Jones— Jones !"  exclaimed  Lady  Penelope,  in  sur- 
prise and  displeasure. 

"Only  the  key  of  the  tra-caddie,  your  ladyship," 
answered  Jones;  "  I  will  be  back  in  an  instant." 

"  Jones— Jones  !"  again  <»xcloimcd  her  mistress, 
"  here  is  enough"— of  tea,  she  would  have  said ;  but 
I<ord  Kthcrington  wos  so  near  her,  that  she  was 
ashamed  to  complete  the  sentence,  and  had  only  hope 
in  Jones's  quickness  of  apprehensio:i,  and  the  pros- 
pect that  she  would  be  unable  to  find  (he  key  which 
she  went  in  search  of. 

Jones,  mean  while,  tripped  off  to  a  sort  of  house- 
keeper's apartment,  of  which  she  was  locum  tenen« 
for  the  evening,  for  the  more  ready  supply  of  what- 
ever might  be  wanttnl  on  Ladv  Penrlope's  night,  as 
it  was  called.  Here  she  found  Mr.  Mowbray  of  St. 
Bonanza,  whom  she  instantly  began  to  assail  with, 
**  La !  now^  Mr.  Mowbray,^  vou  are  such  another  gen- 
tlemaal— l«m  aure  you  will  make  me  loae  my  place 


—I'll  swear  you  will— what  ran  you  have  to  say,  tkit 
you  could  not  as  well  put  ofTfor  an  hour?" 

"  I  want  (o  know,  Jones,"  answered  Mowhrar,  ia 
a  different  lone,  perhaps,  from  what  the  damsel'  a- 
pected,  "  what  your  lady  was  just  now  saying  aboat 
my  family." 

^* Pshaw!— was  that  all?"  answered  MrSL  Joml 
"What  should  she  be  saying  ?—nonseikSe—Wko 
minds  what  she  savs? — I  am  sure  I  nevtr  do  for  one:" 

"  Nay,  but,  m>-  dear  Jones,"  said  Mowbray  "  I  ia- 
sist  upon  knowing— I  must  know,  and  I  will  know." 

"  La !  Mr.  Moworay,  why  should  I  make  mischief) 
—As  I  hve,  I  hear  some  one  coming !  and  if  you  weif 
found  speaking  with  me  here— indeed,  indeed,  aone 
one  is  coniins.^' 

"  The  devil  may  come,  if  he  will !"  said  Mowbny, 
"but  we  do  not  part,  pretty  mistress,  till  you  teil  m 
what  1  wish  to  know. ' 

"  Lord,  sir,  you  frighten  me  I"  answered  Jonci; 
"  but  all  the  room  heard  it  as  well  as  I— it  was  abo« 
Miss  Mowbray— and  that  my  lady  would  be  ebf  d 
her  company  hereafiei^-for  that  she  was— she  was?  — 

"For  that  my  sister  was  vhal?"  said  Mowbrty, 
fiercely,  seizing  her  arm. 

"  Lord,  sir,  you  terrify  me!"  said  Jonea.  beginaiii 
to  cry :  '*st  any  rate,  it  was  not  1  that  said  it— ii  mi 
Lady  Penelope." 

"And  what  was  it  the  old,  adder-tongucd  mad- 
woman dared  to  say  of  Clara  Mowbray  ?— Speak  o« 
plainly,  and  directly,  or,  by  Heaven,  Fll  make  you  V 

"  Hold,  sii^hold,  for  God's  sake !— you  wiU  bnai 
my  arm,*'  answered  the  terrified  handmaiden.  "  I  a 
sure  I  know  no  harm  of  Miss  Mowbray ;  only,  if 
lady  spoke  as  if  she  was  no  belter  than  she  ougiM  li 
be.— Lord,  sir,  there  is  some  one  listening  at  m 
door !"— and  making  a  spring  out  of  his  graSA  at 
hastened  back  to  the  room  m  which  the  < 
were  assembled. 

Blowbray  stood  petrified  at  the  news  he  had  1 

ignorant  alike  what  could  be  the  motive  for  a  call . 

ao  atrocious,  and  uncertain  what  he  were  beat  do* 

Kut  a  stop  to  the  scandal.  To  his  farther  oonfiMO^ 
e  waa  presently  convinced  of  the  truth  of  Hit 
Jones's  belief  that  they  had  been  watched,  for,  aihi 
went  to  (he  door  of  the  apartment,  be  waa  mat  V 
Mr.  Touchwood. 

"What  has  brought  you  here,  sir?"  aoid  Mowbnv 
aternly. 


Hoitietoitie,"  answered  the  traveller,  "why, 
came  you  here,  if  you  go  to  that,  aouire  ?— Egad, 
Penelope  is  trembling  for  her  souchong,  ao  I  justnl 


a  step  fiere  to  save  her  ladyship  the  trouble  otloo^ 
after  Mrs.  Jones  in  person,  which,  I  think,  mipl 
have  been  a  worae  interruption  than  mine,  Mr.  Mo» 
bray."  ^  ,_ 

"Pshaw,  sir^  you  talk  nonsense."  raid  Mowbnyi 
"  the  tea-room  is  so  infemallv  hot.  that  I  had  satdowi 
here  a  moment  to  draw  breath,  when  the  yoMI 
woman  came  in." 

"  And  you  are  going  to  run  away,  now  the  flM 
gentleman  is  come  in  ? '  said  Touchwood-7"  Cemt 
air,  I  am  more  your  friend  than  you  may  think. 

"  Sir,  you  are  intrusive— I  want  nothmg  that  ya 
can  give  me,"  said  Mowbray.  „^_, 

"That  is  a  mistake,"  answered  the  acnnr;  n. 
can  supply  you  with  what  most  j-oung  men  wast- 
money  and  wisdom." 

'*  y  iiu  will  do  well  to  keep  both  till  they  are  wantM, 
said  Mowbray. 

"  Why,  so  I  would,  squire,  only  thot  I  have  taici 
something  of  a  fancy  for  >-our  family  ;  and  tber  n 
supposed  to  have  wanted  cash  and  good  counatlfa 
two  genprations.  if  not  for  three." 

"Sir,"  said  Mowbray,  angrily,  "you  are  too  M 
either  to  play  the  bufibon,  or  to  get  buffoon's  pa) 
nient." 

"Which  is  like  monkey's  allowance.  1  suppM 
said  the  traveller,  "more  kicks  than  halfpence.— Wj 
— a(  least  I  am  not  young  enough  toquarrrl  withbef 
for  bullying.  I'll  convini^e  you,  however,  Mr.  Ifo* 
bray,  thai  f  know  some  more  of  your  affiiira  than  wfai 
you  give  me  credit  for."  ^ 

" It  may  be,"  answered  Mowbray,  "but  TOa  •■ 
oblige  me  more  by  minding  your  own." 
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like ;  mean  time,  your  loasee  to-night  to  my 
benogtoQ  are  no  trifle,  and  no  aecret  nei- 

Touchwood,  I  deeire  to  know  where  you  had 
rmation  V*  said  Muwbray. 
alter  o(  very  little  consequence  compared  to 
or  falsehood,  Mr.  Mowbray,"  answered  the 
eman. 

if  the  last  imporUnce  to  me,  sir,"  said  Mow- 
In  a  word,  had  you  such  information  by  or 
means  of  Lord  Etherington  ?— Answer  me 
equestion,  and  then  I  shali  know  belter  what 
on  the  subject." 

I  my  honour,"  said  Touchwood,  "I  neither 
nfunnation  from  Lord  Etherington  directly 
>ectly.  I  say  thus  much  to  give  you  satis- 
ind  1  now  expect  you  will  hear  me  with 

ive  me,  sir,"  interrupted  Mowbray,  *'one 
oeation.  I  understand  something  was  said 
ajrement  of  my  sister  just  as  I  entered  the 

---hem— hem !"  said  Touchwood,  hesitating, 
orry  your  ears  have  served  you  so  well— 
g  tncro  wu  said  lightly,  something  that  can 
explained,  I  dare  say;— And  now,  Mr. 
',  let  me  speak  a  few  serious  words  with 

now,  Mr.  Touchwood,  we  have  no  more  to 
ch  other— f^Kxi  evening  to  you." 
shed  past  the  old  man,  who  in  vain  endea- 
9  atop  him,  and  hurrying  to  the  stable. 
1  his  horse.  It  was  ready  saddled,  and 
Borders;  but  even  the  short  time  that  was 
'  to  bring  it  to  the  door  of  the  suble  was 
ing  to  Mowbray's  impatience.  Not  less 
ing  was  the  constant  intercedin/;  voice  of 
ocCwho,  in  tones  alternately  plaintive  and 
kept  on  a  string  of  expostulations. 
Howbray,  only  five  words  with  you— Mr. 
.  you  will  repent  this— Is  this  a  night  to  ride 
lowbray  ?— My  stars,  sir,  if  you  would  but 
minutes' patience!" 

not  loud  but  deep,  muttered  in  the  throat  of 
lent  laird,  were  the  only  reply,  until  his  horse 
ghtout  when,  staying  no  farther  question, 
S  into  the  saddla  The  poor  horse  paid  for 
,  which  could  not  be  laid  to  his  charge, 
■truck  him  hard  with  his  spurs  so  soon  as 
his  seat— the  noble  animal  reared,  bolted, 
ig  forward  like  a  deer,  over  stock  and  atone, 
at  rond— and  we  are  aware  it  was  a  rough 
haws-Castle.  There  is  a  sort  of  instinct  by 
"KS  perceive  the  humour  of  their  riders,  and 
■  and  impetuous,  or  dull  and  sluggish,  as  if 
ond  with  it ;  and  Mowbray's  gallant  steed 
fi  this  occaswn  to  feel  all  the  stings  of  his 
internal  ferment,  although  not  agam  urged 
tpar.  The  ostler  stood  listening  to  the  clash 
i£ii,  succeediiig  each  other  in  thick  and  close 
111  they  died  away  in  the  duitant  wood- 

Bonan's  reach  home  this  night,  with  his 
t)ken,"  muttered  the  fellow,  "  tne  devil  must 
kecpinz." 

'  on  us !"  said  the  traveller,  "  he  rides  like  a 
hnb !  but  in  the  desert  tnere  arc  neither 
TOSS  the  road,  nor  clcughs,  nor  linns,  nor 
r  fords.  Well,  I  must  set  to  work  myselC 
lar  will  set  worse  than  even  1  can  mend.— 

ostler,  let  me  have  your  best  pair  of  horses 
to  Shaws-Castle." 
laws-Caade,  sir  ?"  said  the  man  with  some 

<k>  you  not  know  such  a  place?" 
ith,  sir.  sae  few  company  go  there,  except 
nat  ball  day,  that  we  have  had  time  to  for- 
wd  to  it— but  Sl  Ronan's  was  here  even 

rhat  of  that  7— he  has  ridden  on  to  get  sup- 
— ^,  turn  out  without  loss  of  time. 

ure,  sir,"  said  the  fellow,  and  called 
I  acoocdingly. 
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8e4et  put  eqitUem  am  e 

SKIl  thourh  the  headlong  eai 
U'er  niagli  and  amooth,  in  wild  < 

Stem*  raciiir  with  Uie  wind ; 
Hia  Md  com^ianlon,— i^iaaily  pale. 
And  darktome  a«  a  widow'a  veil, 

CASa-kcepa  hitr  aeai  behind.— Hoiaob. 

Well  was  it  that  night  for  Mowbray,  that  he  had 
always  piqued  himself  on  his  horses,  and  that  the 
animal  on  which  he  was  then  mounted  was  as  sure- 
footed and  sagacious  as  he  was  mettled  and  fiery. 
For  those  who  observed  next  day  the  print  of  the 
hoofs  on  the  broken  and  rugged  track  through  which 
the  creature  had  been  driven  at  full  speed  by  his  furi- 
ous master,  might  easily  see,  that  m  more  than  a 
dozen  of  places  the  horse  and  rider  had  been  within  a 
few  inches  of  destruction.  One  bough  of  a  gnarled 
and  stunted  oak-tree,  which  stretched  across  tne  road, 
seemed  in  particular  to  have  opposed  an  almost  fatal 
barrier  to  the  horseman's  career.  In  striking  his  head 
against  this  impediment,  the  force  of  the  blow  had 
been  broken  in  some  measure  by  a  high-crowned  hat, 
yet  the  violence  of  the  shock  was  sufficient  to  shiver 
the  branch  to  pieces.  Fortunately  it  was  already  de- 
cayed; but,  even  in  that  state,  it  was  subject  of 
astonishment  tp  every  one  that  no  fatal  dama^had 
been  sustained  in  so  formidable  an  encounter,  now- 
bray  himself  was  unconscious  of  the  accident. 

Scarcely  aware  that  he  had  been  riding  at  an  un- 
usual rate,  scarce  sensible  that  he  had  ridden  faster 
perhaps  than  r^'er  he  followed  the  hounds,  Mowbraj 
alighted  at  his  stable  door,  and  flung  the  bridle  to  hia 
groom,.who  held  up  his  hands  in  astonishment  when 
he  beheld  the  condition  of  the  favourite  horse ;  but, 
concluding  that  his  master  must  be  intoxicated,  he 
prudently  forbore  to  make  any  observations. 

No  sooner  did  the  unfortunate  traveller  suspend 
that  rapid  motion  by  which  he  seemed  to  wisn  to 
annihilate,  as  far  as  possible,  time  and  wace,  in  order 
to  reach  the  place  he  had  now  attained,  than  it  seemed 
to  him  as  if  he  would  have  given  the  world  that  seas 
and  deserts  had  lain  between  him  and  the  house  oC 
his  fathers,  as  well  as  that  only  sister  with  whom  he 
was  now  about  to  have  a  decisive  interview. 

"  But  the  place  and  the  hour  are  arrived,"  he  said, 
biting  his  lip  with  anguish ;  "  this  explanation  must 
be  decisive  i  and  whatever  evils  may  attend  it.  sus- 
pense must  be  ended  now,  at  once  and  for  ever. 

He  entered  the  Castle^  and  took  the  light  from  the 
old  domestic,  who,  hearing  the  clatter  of  his  horse'e 
feet,  hsd  o|>encd  the  door  to  receive  him. 

"Is  my  sister  in  her  pariour  1"  he  asked,  but  in  so 
hollow  a  voice,  that  the  old  man  only  answered  the 
question  by  another^  "  Was  his  honour  well  7" 

"Quite  well,  Patnck— never  better  in  my  life,"  said 
Mowbray ;  and  turning  his  back  on  the  old  man,  as 
if  to  prevent  his  observing  whether  his  countenance 
and  his  words  corresponded,  he  pursued  his  way  to 
his  sister's  apartment.  The  sound  of  his  step  upon 
the  passage  roused  Clara  from  a  reverie,  perhaps  a 
sad  one ;  and  she  had  trimmed  her  lamp,  and  stirred 
her  fire,  so  slow  did  he  walk,  before  he  at  length 
entered  tier  apartment 

"  You  are  a  good  boy  brother,"  she  said,  "  to  come 
thus  eariy  home;  and  I  have  some  good  news  for 
your  reward.  The  groom  has  fetched  back  Trimmer 
—He  was  lying  by  tne  dead  hare,  and  he  had  chased 
him  as  far  as  Drumlyfoni— the  shepherd  had  carried 
him  to  the  shieling,  till  some  one  should  claim 
him." 

**  I  would  he  had  hanged  him,  with  all  my  heart  P' 
said  Mowbray. 

"How!— hang  Trimmer 7— your  favourite  .Trim- 
mer, that  has  beat  the  whole  country  7— and  it  was 
only  this  morning  you  were  half-crying  because  be 
was  a-misaing,  and  like  to  murder  man  and  mothers 
son  7" 

"  The  better  I  like  any  living  thing,"  answered 
Mowbray,  "the  more  reason  I  have  for  wishing  it 
dead  and  at  rest;  for  neither  I,  nor  any  diing  ihat  C 
love,  will  ever  be  happy  more." 

10* 
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Tm  cannot  friRhtrn  tnc,  .Tohn,  with"  ihew  fli??hui,"  I  "  My  deaf  John,  yoo  haw  drank  hard— rode  hiii* 
an^wi  red  Clora.  ir-.-inMiii^,  although  sho  cndt-nvoured  '  "  Yi-.«— hiicIi  tidings  dcwrvod  lo  be  cairied  vxpnm. 
to  l(H»k  unoonctTucd— "  \  ou  luivc  UJkd  nie  lo  thein  ,  t-Hptiinlly  run  yuwng  lady  wbo  nccivrt  themaowtflj" 
loo  ntu  II."  ■  anrtwi-nnl  Mowbrny  biiteriy.    **  I  fupposcL  now,  it  wiO 

A'ill  be  mined  without  i  innke  iiu  iiiipn-.«f>k)n.  if  I  wi>re  to  tell  you  that  yovbiii 


'  Ills  well  for  you  then ;  yoti  wil 
the  flhofk  of  »urpri»L'." 
"  So  much  the  better— We  hare  been,"  aaid  Clara, 

" '  So  roiMtantIr  in  piiortiili'ii  niftii, 
Tti«  tiioufhU  un'i  gu-  Ui  littlu  fright' 

So  Kay  I  with  honest  Robert  Buitih." 

**]>— n  Burns  nnd  hid  trnsh !"  suid  Mowbray,  with 

the  impatience  of  a  man  determined  lo  ben  n^jry  with  _ ^ — ,  -^-,         -   , 

every  thing  but  himself,  who  was  the  real  source  of  '  "  may  it  take  with  it  all  that  we  can  quarrel  aboiuK 
the  evil.  |  But  nil  this  instant  I  thouKhiit  was  for  this  verypdn 

"And  why  damn  poor  Bums?"  snid  Clara  com- '  that  this  lonj;  voyage  was  bound,  and  that  youmM 
posedly ;  "it  is  not  his  fault  if  you  have  not  ris<;n  a  '  cndoavonrinK  to  persuade  me  of  the  reality  of  At 
vinner,  for  that,  I  suppose^  is  the  cause  of  all  this  dtniucrof  the  storm,  in  order  to  rei'oncile  meio  n 
uproar."  '  iiariHiur." 

"  Would  it  not  make  any  one  lose  patience,"  snkl  |  "  You  arenind,  I  think,  in  earnest,"  snid  Mowbrif ; 
Mowbray,  "to  hear  her  quoiiuK  the  rhnnw)diesof  a  I  "can  you  really  be  so  absurd  as  lo  rejoice  that  |pi 


It  in  VfHir  power  to  stop  all  this  ruin?" 

"  Rv  consiinmiatinK  my  own,  I  siiripose  7— Brotha 
I  snitiyou  could  not  make  me  trcniDle,  but  you  hne 
found  a  way  to  do  it." 

"  What,  you  rxpet^t  I  am  again  to  urve  yon  wilk 
Lord  Kihi?rinRton's  courtship  7— That  might  hm 
savtil  all,  indw-d— But  that  day  of  grace  ia  over." 

"1  nrn  f;lud  of  it,  with  all  my  spirit,"  said  Clini 


hobnaird  peasant,  when  a  man  is  ftpcakin^  of  the 
downfall  of  an  ancient  hous*^!  your  pluui;hm:in,  I  sup- 
pose, becoming  one  de^ee  i)Oorer  than  h(>  wns  lv>rn 
to  be,  would  only  go  without  his  dinner,  or  without 
his  usiuil  potation  of  ale.  His  comrades  would  cr>' 
*  poor  fellow !'  and  let  him  rat  <nit  of  tht-ir  kit,  and 
drink  out  of  their  bicker  without  scruple,  till  his  own 
was  full  again.  But  the  poor  gentleman— the  down- 
fallen  man  of  rank— the  de^rratlod  man  of  birth— the 
disablefl  and  disarmed  man  of  power !— it  is  he  that  is 
to  be  pitied,  who  loses  not  merely  drink  and  dinner, 
but  honour,  situation,  credit,  character,  and  name 
itself!" 

"  You  arcdeclaimiuK  in  this  manner  in  ^^rder  to  ter- 
rify me,"  said  Clara :_  Mmt.  friend  John,  I  know  you 


have  no  wny  li'lt  to  relieve  yourself  and  me  frumr 
want,  and  shame?" 

"  Fnmi  shame,  brother  T  said  Clara.  '*  No  liiflM 
in  honest  poveriy.  I  hope," 

"That  IS  according  as  folks  have  uaed  their  piw 
perity,  Clara.— I  nnmt  sneak  to  the  point.— TTwreBi 
stranpe  rep«»rts  goinp  below— By  Heaven!  theym 
enough  to  disturl>  the  ashes  of  the  dead !  Were  I  M 
mention  thtm,  I  should  expect  our  poor  motherM 
enter  the-  nxmi— CMara  Mowbray,  c«n  you  guess  wbl 
I  mi -an  ?" 

It  wns  with  the  utmost  exertion,  yet  in  ■  fritenv 
voict\  that  she  was  :\h\v,  after  an  intnertuil  eflbi^li 
utter  the  monnf<y]laM(>,  "  Ao.*" 

■'  By  Heaven !  I  am  ashamed— I  am  even  n/raUM 


and  your  ways,  and  I  have  made  up  my  mind  u]Nm  expre^n  my  own  meaning!— Clara,  what  is  t^ 
oil  continsencos  that  can  take  plac(3.  I  will  tell  you  wlmh  makis  you  so  ohMinately  reject  every  propoMl 
more— 1  have  stood  on  this  toil- 'ring  pinnacle  of  nmk  of  marrinpc?— Is  it  thai  you  frt'l  yourself  unworito 
and  fashion,  if  our  situation  can  hf  ii^mcd  ducIi,  till ,  to  br  the  wife  nf  an  honest  man  7 — .**ipcak  out!— H 
my  heail  is  dizzy  with  the  jnsrnbiliiyof  myeminrnre;  :  Fiime  has  \tet:n  busy  wjth  your  repntation— qiM 
and  I  feel  that  Strang  desire  of  tossinK  niysrif  down,  '  out  .'—(live  me  the  right  to  cram  their  lies  down  ih 
which  the  devil  is  said  to  put  into  folk's  heads  when  ilironis  of  tlie  inventors,  and  when  I  go  among  tba 
they  stand  on  the  top  of  steLpics— at  least,  1  had  >  to-morrow,  Islinll  know  how  to  treat  thoi'ewliocti| 
rather  the  plunge  were  over."  ,  n  llcciions  on  you  I    1'he  fortunes  of  our  house  M 

"Be  satisfied,  then;  if  that  will  satisfy  yon— the  ;  minefl.  but  no  longne  shall  slander  its  honour.— SpHi 
plunge  u  over,  and  we  are— what  thf-y  us«l  to  call  il  i  -  -si>i'uk.  wretrhf*!  girl!  why  are  you  sih-nt?" 
m  Scollaml— gentle  Uiggarn— dentures  to  win  mi  our  l  "Slav  nt  home,  brother!"  said  (>lara  ;  "stayjl 
second,  and  third,  and  fourth,  and  fifth  cousins  may,  ■  horiic,  if  ynu  n^gnnl  our  houne's  honour— murder etth 
if  they  please,  give  a  place  at  th«*  i-ide-iahlo,  and  a  w^ai  ,  not  tii.  ntl  misery— Stay  at  home,  and  let  thrni  III 
in  the  carriage  with  tlie  ladv's  maid,  if  driving  back-  of  me  as  ihev  will.— they  can  scarcely  say  wontrf 
wards  will  noi  make  us  sick."  me  than  1  difi-n-e  !*' 

The  pnfsions  of  Mowbray,  at  all  timw  ungovitf 
ably  strop  SI,  were  nt  present  inflamed  by  wine,  r 


Thev  may  give  il  lo  ihow  who  vn\\  tnke  it,"  paid 
CJlara;  but!  am  deti:rmini'd  to  eat  bread  of  my  own 
buying— I  can  do  twentv  things,  and  I  am  sure  some 
ill" 


his  rapid  joumev,  and  the  pn-viously  disturbed  l 
of  his  mind.    He  set  his  te^tii,  clenched  his  hsB 


one  or  other  of  them  will  bring  nie  all  the  hrtlr  money 

I  will  nee<l.    I  have  lieen  trying,  John,  for  sweral  ■  looked  on  the  ground,  as  one  that  forms  someU 

months,  how  little  I  can  live  uikju,  and  you  would  |  resolution,  and  muttered  almost  unintellisibljr,  j 

laugh  if  you  heard  how  low  1  have  brought  the  ac-  i  wen*  charity  to  kill  h«r  f* 

count."  "Oh!   Mil— nr>— nn!"   or 


"There  is  a  difterence,  (^lara,  lietwern  fanciful  ex- 
periments and  real  poverty— the  one  is  a  masquerade, 
which  we  can  end  when  wc  plcasi.',  the  other  is  wretch- 
edness for  life." 

"Meihinks,  brother,"  replied  Miss  Mowbrav,  "it 
would  ho  hetUT  for  you  to  set  me  an  examplt^  how  to 
carry  my  good  resoliitbns  into  etl'cct,  than  to  ridicule 
them." 

"Why,  what  would  yon  have  mo  do?"  sa»d  he, 
fierci.lv—"  turn  postilion,  or  rough-rider,  or  whippor- 
in?— I  don't  know  any  thing  elsi*  that  my  e<iiiCHtion, 
as  I  have  Uhed  it^  has  fitted  me  for-  and  then  some 
of  my  old  act/iiamtauces  would,  1  darn  9ay,  aivi>  me 
a  crown  to  dnnk  now  and  tlu-n  for  old  ncquamtance' 
Bake." 

"  This  is  not  the  way,  John,  that  men  nf  sense  think 
or  speak  of  strious  misfortunes,"  answen-d  his  Hitter; 
"  and  I  do  not  believe  that  this  is  so  8«'rioiis  as  it  is 
your  pleasure  to  make  it." 

"  Believe  the  very  worst  you  can  think."  replier!  he, 
"and  you  will  not  Mievebad  enough!— Von  have 
■cither  a  guinea,  nor  a  house,  nor  a  friend ;— pass  but 
«  day,  and  it  is  a  chance  that  you  will  not  have  ■ 
Drothcr." 


'Oh!  no— no— no!"  exclaimed  the  terrified  i 
f  hrowiM^  hrrself  at  his  feet ;  "  Do  not  kill  me,  brfttL. 
1  have  winhed  for  death— thoutrht  of  death— prtfd 
for  death— but,  oh  !  it  is  frightful  to  think  thai  hsi 
near- Oh!  not  a  bloody  death,  brother,  nor  byyoc 
hand!" 

She  held  him  close  by  the  knees  as  she  spoke,  U 
exiirf'."«sed  in  hi-r  looks  and  accents,  the  !itmosi  tc rrB 
It  wn*  not,  indf'ed,  without  reason;  for  the  extnn 
solituileof  ihe  phicf.  the  violent  and  mflanieil  passwt 
of  her  brother,  and  the  desperate  circumstance!  i 
which  he  had  reduced  himself,  sc«>med  all  to  cona 
to  renchr  some  h(»rnd  act  of  violence  not  an  inpD 
bnble  t»nninniion  of  this  strange  interview. 

Mowbray  folded  his  arms,  without  unelenchir^h 
hands,  or  niising  his  head,  while  his  sister  continw 
on  the  floor,  clasping  him  round  the  knees  with  i 
her  strength,  and  begging  pitcously  for  hiT  life  and  I 
mfrey. 

"Fool!"  he  said,  nt  last,  "let  me  go!- Who  cu 
for  thy  worthless  life?— who  cares  if  thou  live  ordi 
Live,  if  thou  canst- nnd  be  the  hate  and  scorn 
every  one  (ls(>  as  much  as  ihou  art  mine !" 

He  cTaspcd  hiT  by  the  shoulder,  with  one  hi 
pushed  her  from  him,  and,  as  she  arose  from  the  fio 
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]  pressed  to  throw  her  arms  around  hia  neck, 
ed  hvT  with  his  arm  and  hand,  wiih  a  push— 
-it  might  be  termed  (.iihcroneor  thcotlier,— 
wugh  in  her  weak  Btatp,  to  have  a!?ain  ex- 
er  on  the  Krouiid.  had  not  a  chair  received 
he  folL  He  laokt-d  at  her  with  ferocity, 
a  momrnt  in  his  pockety  then  ran  to  the 
and  throwing  the  sash  violently  up,  thrust 
10  far  as  he  could  without  failing,  into  the 
Terrified,  and  yet  her  feeUnga  oif  his  un- 
predoiiiinating  even  above  her  fears,  Clara 
i  to  exclaim, 

rother,  say  you  did  not  mean  this  !-~Oh.  say 
ot  mean  to  strike  me !— Oh,  whatever  I  nave 
be  not  you  the  executioner!  It  is  not  manly— 
atural— there  are  but  two  of  ua  in  the  world !" 
umed  no  answer:  and,  observing  that  he 
I  to  stretch  himaelt  from  the  window,  which 
he  second  story  of  the  building  and  over- 
e  court,  a  new  cause  of  apprehenaion  min^jled, 
measure,  with  her  personal  fears.  Timidly, 
streaming  eyes  and  uplifted  hands,  she  ap- 
her  angry  brother,  and  fearfully,  yet  firmly, 
8  skirt  of  his  coat,  as  if  anxious  to  preserve 
I  the  eflfects  of  that  despair,  which  so  lately 
urai'A  against  her,  and  now  against  himself, 
the  pressure  of  her  hold,  and  drawing  him- 
ly  back,  asked  her  sternly  what  she  wanted, 
ing,"  she  said,  quilting  her  hold  of  his  coat; 
ii^what  did  he  look  after  so  anxiously  7" 
the  devil  I"  he  answered,  fiercely :  then 
in  his  head,  and  taking  her  hand,  By  mv 
ra— it  is  true,  if  ever  there  was  truth  in  sucn 
He  stood  by  me  juat  now,  and  urged  me  to 
:ee  !~What  else  could  have  put  my  hunting- 
»  my  thought  ?— Ay,  by  God,  and  into  my 
id~at  such  a  moment  7— Yonder  I  could 
incy  I  see  him  fly,  the  wood,  and  the  rock, 
vater,  eleaming  back  the  dark-red  furnace- 
it  is  shed  on  them  by  his  dragon  wings! 
oul,  I  ran  hardly  suppose  it  fancy— I  can 
ink  but  that  I  was  under  the  influence  of  an 
.—under  an  act  of  fiendish  possession !  But 
le  is,  gone  let  him  be— and  thou,  loo  ready 
nt  of  eviL  be  thou  gone  after  him !"  He 
n  his  pocket  his  right  hand,  which  had  all 
held  his  huntins-knife,  and  threw  the  implc- 
0  the  ctiurt-yard  as  he  spoke ;  then  with  a 
tness  and  solemnity  of  manner,  shut  the 
and  led  his  sister  by  the  hand  to  her  usual 
eh  her  tottering  steps  scarce  enabled  her  to 
'Clara,*'  he  said,  after  a  pause  of  mournful 
*we  must  think  what  is  to  be  done,  without 
T  violence— there  may  be  something  for  us 
ce  yet,  if  we  do  not  throw  away  our  game, 
i  never  a  blot  till  it  is  hit— dishonour  con- 
not  dishonour  in  some  respects.— Dost  thou 
me,  wretched  girl  ?"  he  said,  suddenly  and 
aaing  his  voice. 

brother— yes,  indeed,  brother!"  she  hastily 
errified  even  by  delay  again  to  awaken  his 
and  ungovernable  temper, 
it  must  be,  then,"  he  said.  "  Vou  must 
a  Etherington— there  is  no  help  for  it,  Clara 
innot  complain  of  what  your  own  vice  and 
!  rendered  inevitable." 
>rfHner!"— aaui  the  trembling  girL 
lent.  I  know  sM  that  you  would  say.  You 
not,  you  would  say.  I  love  him  not,  no 
n  vou.  Nay,  what  is  more,  he  loves  you 
e  did,  I  might  scruple  to  give  you  to  hiin, 
■uch  as  you  have  owned  yourself.  But  you 
.  him  out  of  hate,  Clara— or  for  the  interest 
imily— or  for  what  reason  you  will— But  wed 
ihall  and  must." 

er— dearest  brother— one  single  word !" 
f  refusal  or  expotitulation- that  time  in  gone 
her  stem  ccnsiirer.  "  Whrn  1  lM.-i«-v(?d  thee 
bought  thee  this  morning,  I  mi^ht  advist* 
oould  not  compel.  But,  since  the  honour  of 
r  has  bi^n  disgraced  by  your  means,  it  is  but 
if  possible,  ita  diss^race  should  be  hidden : 
Jl  !--ay,  if  selling  you  for  a  slave  would  tend 

iiir  I 
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"  You  do  worse— yon  do  worse  by  me !  A  slave  in 
an  open  market  may  be  bought  by  a  kind  master— you 
do  not  give  me  that  chance— you  wed  me  to  one 
who" ^ 

"  Fear  him  not,  nor  the  worst  that  he  can  do,  Cla- 
ra," said  her  brother.  '*I  know  on  what  terms  he 
marries ;  and  being  once  more  your  brother,  as  your 
obedience  in  this  matter  will  make  me,  he  had  better 
tear  his  fiesh  from  his  bones  with  his  own  teeth,  than 
do  thee  any  displeasure !  By  Heaven,  I  hate  him  so 
much— for  he  hasouireachednie  every  way — that  mc- 
thinks  it  is  some  consolation  that  he  will  not  receive 
in  thee  the  excellent  creature  I  thought  thee !— Fallen 
as  thou  art,  thou  art  still  too  good  lor  him." 

Encouraged  by  the  more  gentle  and  almost  affec- 
tionate tone  in  which  her  brother  spoke,  Clara  could 
not  help  saying,  although  almost  in  a  whisper,  "I 
trust  it  will  not  be  so— I  trust  he  will  consider  his  own 
conditbn,  honour,  and  happiness,  better  than  to  share 
it  with  me." 

"  Let  him  utter  such  a  scruple  if  he  dares,"  said 
Mowbray—"  But  he  dares  not  hesitate— he  knows  that 
the  instant  he  recedes  from  addressing  you,  he  signs 
his  own  death-warrant  or  mine,  or  perhaps  that  of 
both ;  and  his  views,  too,  arc  of  a  kind  that  will  not 
be  relinquished  on  a  point  of  scrupulous  delicacy 
merely.  Therefore,  Clara,  nourish  no  such  thought 
in  your  heart  as  that  there  is  the  least  possibility  of 
your  escaping  this  marriage !  The  match  is  booked- 
Swear  you  will  not  hesitate." 

"I  will  not,"  she  said,  almost  breathlessly,  terrified 
lest  he  was  about  to  start  once  more  into  the  fit  of 
unbridled  fury  which  had  before  seized  on  him. 

"  Do  not  even  whisper  or  hint  an  objection,  but  iub* 
mit  to  your  fate,  for  it  is  inevitable." 

**I  will— submit"— answered  Clara,  in  the  same 
tremblins  accent 

"And  T"  he  said,  "  will  spare  you— at  least  at  pre- 
sent—and it  may  be  forever— all  inquiry  into  the  guilt 
which  you  have  confessed.  Rumours  there  were  of 
misconduct,  which  reached  my  ears  even  in  England ; 
but  who  could  have  believed  them  that  looked  on  you 
daily,  and  witnessed  your  late  course  of  life?  On  this 
suh4ect  I  will  be  at  present  silent— perhaps  may  not 
again  touch  on  it— that  is.  if  you  do  nothing  to  thwart 
my  pleasure,  or  to  avoid  the  fate  which  circumstances 
render  unavoidable.  And  now  it  is  late— retire,  Cla- 
ra, to  your  bed— think  on  what  I  have  said  as  what 
necessity  has  determined,  and  not  my  selfish  pleasure." 

He  held  out  his  hand,  and  she  placed,  but  not  with- 
out reluctant  tem)r,  her  trembling  palm  in  his.  In 
this  manner,  and  with  a  sort  of  mournful  solemnity, 
as  if  they  had  been  in  attendance  upon  a  funeral,  he 
handed  his  sister  through  a  gallery  hung  with  old  fa- 
mily pictures,  at  the  end  of  which  was  Clara's  bed- 
chamber. The  moon,  which  at  this  moment  looked 
out  through  a  huge  volume  of  mustering  clouds  that 
had  long  oecn  boding  storm,  fell  on  the  two  last  de- 
scendants of  that  ancient  family,  as  they  glided  hand 
in  hand,  more  like  tiie  ghosts  of^tne  deceased  than  like 
living  persons,  through  the  hall  and  amongst  the  por- 
traits of  their  furefatncrs.  The  same  thoughts  were 
in  the  breast  of  botb^  but  neither  attempted  to  say, 
while  they  cast  a  flitting  glance  on  the  pallid  and  de- 
cayed represents tbns,  "How  littledid  these  anticipate 
this  catastrophe  of  their  house !"  At  the  door  of^  the 
bedroom  Mowbray  quitted  his  sister's  hand,  and  said. 
"Clara,  you  should  to-night  thank  Qod,  that  saved 
you  from  a  great  danger,  and  me  fh>m  a  deadly  sin.*' 

"I  will  "  she  answered-"!  will."  And,  as  if  her 
terror  hud  been  anew  excited  by  this  aUusion  to  what 
had  passed,  she  bid  herbroiher  nastily  good  night,  snd 
was  no  sooner  within  her  apartment,  than  he  heard 
her  turn  the  key  in  tlie  lock,  and  draw  two  bolts  be- 
ptdesw 

"  1  understand  you,  Clara."  muttered  Mowbray  be- 
tween his  teeth,  as  ;ie  heard  one  bar  drawn  af^er  an- 
other. "  But  if  you  could  enrth  youra«;if  under  Ben 
Nevis,  you  could  not  escape  what  fate  has  destined  for 
you.— Yes.**'  ho  said  to  him«clf,  as  he  walked  with 
slow  and  moody  pace  through  the  moonlight  gallery, 
uncertain  whether  to  return  to  the  parlour,  or  to  re- 
tire to  his  solitary  chamber,  whnfi  his  attention  WM 
roused  by  a  noise  in  the  court-yard. 


Ill 


ST.  BONAN'S  WELL. 


Tlie  night  wai  not  indeed  very  far  advanced,  but  it 
had  been  bo  long  since  Mhawa-Caatle  received  a  gueat, 
that  had  Muwhray  not  heard  the  rolhng  of  wheela  in 
the  rourt-ynrd,  he  might  hove  thought  rather  of  houae- 
breakera  than  of  visiicrH.  But,  aa  the  Round  of  a  car- 
riage and  horsea  waa  dibtiiictly  heard,  it  instantly 
occurred  to  him,  that  the  eutat  muat  be  Lord  Ether- 
ington.  come,  evon  at  this  late  hour,  to  speak  with  hini 
on  the  refxiris  which  were  current  to  hia  sister's  pre- 
judice, and  (»eriinps  to  dfdnrc  his  addreasoa  to  her 
were  at  an  end.  Eager  to  know  the  worst,  and  to 
bring  matters  to  a  decision,  he  re-cniered  the  apart- 
ment he  had  just  left,  where  the  lights  were  still  burn- 
ing, and,  calling  loudly  to  Pnirick,  whom  he  heard  in 
communing  with  thH  postilion,  commanded  him  to 
show  tlie  visiter  to  Miss  Mowbray'a  parlour.  It  was 
not  the  light  stof)  of  ihc  young  nobleman  which  came 
irampinfL  or  rather  stamping,  through  the  long  pas- 
sage, anu  up  tho  two  or  thnn;  atepa  at  the  end  of  it. 
NVither  was  it  L«nl  Etherington's  graceful  figure 
which  was  seen  whrn  the  door  opened,  but  the  stout 
square  substance  of  Mr.  Peregrine  Touchwood. 


CHAPTER  XXXVL 

A  BELATIVB. 

Clsimed  kindrad  th«ic,  and  had  tiii  dahnR  allowvd. 

Dettried  ViUagi. 

Starting  at  the  unexpected  and  undeaired  appa- 
rition which  presentrd  itself,  in  the  manner  described 
at  the  end  of  the  last  chooter,  Mowbray  yet  felt,  at 
the  same  time,  a  kind  of  relief,  that  his  meeting  with 
Lord  Ethrririgton,  painfully  decisive  as  that  meeting 
must  be,  was  for  a  time  suspended.  So  it  was  with 
a  mixture  of  i>cevishne8s  and  internal  satisfaction, 
that  he  demandctl  what  had  procured  htm  the  honour 
of  a  visit  from  Mr.  Touchwood  at  this  late  hour. 

"Necessity,  that  makes  the  old  wife  trot,"  re- 
plied Touchwood ;  "  no  choice  of  mine,  I  assure  you 
—Gad,  Mr.  Mowbray,  I  would  rather  have  crossed 
Saint  Gothard,  than  nin  the  risk  I  have  done  to- 
night, rumbling  through  your  breakneck  roads  in  that 
d--— d  old  wheelbarrow.— On  mv  word,  I  believe  I 
must  be  troublesome  to  your  butler  for  a  draught  of 
something— I  am  as  thirsty  as  a  coal-heaver  tnat  is 
working  by  the  piece.  Vou  have  porter,  I  suppose, 
or  gfjou  old  Scotch  two-penny  ?" 

With  a  secret  execration  on  hia  visiter's  eflrontory, 
Mr.  Mowbray  ordered  the  servant  19  put  down  wine 
and  water,  of  which  Touchwood  mixed  a  gobletful, 
and  drank  it  oflT. 

"We  are  a  small  family,"  said  his  entertainer; 
"and  I  am  seldom  at  home— still  more  seldom  re- 
reive  guests,  when  I  chance  to  be  here— I  am  sorry  1 
have  no  matt  liquor,  if  you  prefer  it." 

"Prefer  it?"  said  Touch wowl,  compounding,  how- 
ever,  another  glass  of  eiherry  and  water,  and  adding 
a  large  pi*i-e  uf  sugar,  to  correct  the  hoarseness 
Which,  he  obser\-ed.  his  night  journey  miglu  bring  00, 
—"to  t)c  sure  1  pn'fur  it,  aiid  so  does  ever>'  boiU-, 
except  Frenrhnu-n  and  dandicH.— No  offence,  Mr. 
Mowbray,  but  you  should  onier  a  hogshead  from 
Meux— tho  brown-Hiout,  wired  down  for  exportation 
to  the  colonies,  keeps  fur  any  length  of  time,  and  in 
every  climate— I  have  drank  it  where  it  must  have 
cost  a  guinea  a  quart,  if  interest  had  been  counted." 

"  When  1  exjKct  the  honour  of  a  visit  from  you, 
!WV.  Touch wo<m1,  I  will  rntUavour  to  b«?  loiter  pro- 
vided." anHwiTfd  Mowbray;  "at  present  your  ar- 
rival has  )>een  without  notioi>,  and  I  would  be  glad  to 
know  if  it  has  any  particular  objtrct." 

"  This  is  what  1  call  coming  to  the  point,"  said  Mr. 
Touchwood,  thrusting  out  his  sumt  legs,  accoutred 
as  they  were  with  the  ;mcient  defences,  called  boot- 
hose^  so  as  tu  rest  his  hevis  upon  the  fender.  "Upon 
my  life,  the  Hre  turns  the  best  fluwer  in  the  garden  at 
this  season  of  the  year— I'll  take  the  freedom  to 
throw  on  a  log.— Is  it  not  a  strange  thing,  hy-thc-by, 
that  one  iu*vcr  se**s  a  fagot  in  Scotland  7  1  oj  have 
mucn  small  w(nkI,  Btr.  Mowhray,  I  wunder  you  do 
not  get  Rome  fellow  from  the  midland  counties,  to 
teach  your  people  how  to  make  a  fagot." 

"Did  you  come  til  the  way  to  Shaws-GBStleb 
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asked  Mowbray,  rather  testily,  *'  to  instnicc  me  in  iha 
mystery  of  fsgut-making }" 

'Not  exactly— not  exactly."  answered  the  ■- 
daunted  Touchwood ;  "  but  there  is  a  right  and  a 
wrung  way  in  every  thing— a  word  by  the  way,  ee 
any  uacful  subject,  can  never  fall  amiss.— As  for  ay 
immediate  ana  more  pressing  business,  I  can  aaani 
^'ou,  that  it  is  of  a  nature  sufficiently  urgent,  sinosit 
brings  me  to  a  house  in  which  I  am  much  turphMl 
to  find  myself." 

"The  surprise  is  mutual,  sir,"  said  Mowbnf, 
gravely^  observing  ihnt  his  guest  made  a  pause;  ''it 
IS  full  time  you  should  explain  it." 

"  Well,  then,"  replied  Touchwood  ;  "  I  nraat  lint 
ask  you  wlu-ther  you  have  never  heard  of  a  certtio 
old  gentleman,  called  Scrogic,  who  look  it  into  whit 
he  calli'd  his  head,  poor  man.  to  be  ashamed  of  Um 
name  lie  bure,  though  owned  by  many  honest  aad 
respectable  men,  and  chose  to  join  it  to  your  suroamt 
of  Mowbray,  as  having  a  more  chivalrous  Nonm 
sounding,  and,  in  a  word,  a  gentlemanlike  twantf 

"  I  have  heurd  of  such  a  person,  thoogh  only  lat^," 
said  Mowbray.  "Reginald  Scrogie  Mowbray  wm 
his  name.  I  have  reason  to  consider  his  alUaMi 
with  my  family  as  undoubted,  though  von  seem  Is 
mention  it  with  a  sneer,  nr.  I  believe  Mr.  S.  Mov- 
bray  regulated  his  family  settlements  very  much  iqKMi 
the  idea  that  his  heir  waa  to  intermarry  with  tm 
house." 

"True,  true.  Mr.  Mowbray,"   answered  Tooek- 

wood ;  "  and  certainly  it  is  not  your  business  to  by 

I  the  axe  tu  the  nnit  of  the  genealogical  trec^  thalH 

I  like  to  bear  golden  apples  for  vou— Ha  f 

I     "Well,    well,    sir-procced—proceed,"    aoiwend 

Mowbray. 

"  Vou  may  also  have  heard  that  this  old  geadh 
<  man  had  a  sun,  who  would  willingly  have  cut  op  da 
said  family  tree  into  fagots;  who  thought  Sooai 
sounded  as  well  as  Mowbray,  and  had  no  fancy  w 
an  imaginary  geiitihiy,  which  was  to  be  attained  If 
the  change  of  one'a  natural  name,  and  the  diaownag; 
as  it  were,  of  one's  actual  relations." 

"I  think  I  have  heard  from  Lord  Etheringloa," 
answered  Mowbray,  "to  whose  communicatioosj 
owe   most  of  my  knowledge  about  these  Senai 


p   iiiwaiiru    111*  iaiuci    vit  vwij 

trace  no  opportunity  which  fit* 
uL  of  raising  and  distinguishiig 
ibibed   low    taates,    wandeiiif 


people,  that  old  Mr.  Scrogie  Mowbray  was  1 

tunatc  in  a  aon,  who  thwarted  his  father  on  evciy 

occasion,— would  embrace 

tuiiate  chances  held  out.  ( 

the   family.— had   imbik^i   iv^    »a»t<ro,    «• 

habits,  and  singular  objects  of  pursuit,— on  i 

of  which  his  father  disinherited  him." 

"  It  is  very  true,  Mr.  Mowbray,"  proceeded  Ttoacb- 
wood,  "  that  this  person  did  happen  to  fall  under  m 
father's  displeasure,  liecause  he  scorned  fonns  1 
flummery,— k)ved  better  to  make  money  as  an  bon. 
inerchant,  than  to  throw  it  away  as  an  idle  geatk- 
man,— never  callMl  a  coach  when  walkins  on  fiwi 
wuuld  serve  the  turn,— and  liked  the  Royal  Exchaafe 
better  than  St.  James's  Park.  In  short,  his  fatoer 
diHinheritcd  him,  because  he  had  the  qualitiei  kr 
doubling  the  estate,  rather  than  those  for  aquaadff- 
ingit." 

"  All  this  may  be  quite  correct,  Mr.  Touch womL 
replied  Mowbray ;   "  but  pray,  what    has  this  Mr. 
Scrogie,  junior,  to  do  with  you  or  me  7" 

"  Do  with  you  or  me !"  said  Touchwood,  as  if  air- 
priscd  at  the  question ;  "  he  has  a  gnat  deal  to  da 
with  me  at  least,  since  I  am  the  very  man  myself."^ 

"  The  devil  you  are !"  aaid  Mowbray,  opening  wfls 
his  eyes  in  turn;  "Why,  Mr.  A— a— your  name  w 
Touchwood— P.  Touchwood— Paul,  I  supnose,  or 
Peter— I  read  it  so  in  the  subscription  book  at  lbs 
Well." 

"  Peregrine,  sir.  Peregrine— my  mother  would  bitt 
me  HO  chnstened,  because  Peregrine  Pickle  came  oat 
during  h<.r  confinenunt ;  and  my  pour  foolish  fatbtf 
acquiesced,  b<c»use  he  ihrMiglit  it  genteel,  and  d^ 
rived  from  the  Willouglihies.  I  don't  like  it,  and  j 
alwsys  write  P.  short,  and  you  niiidit  have  remafkjd 
an  S.  also  before  the  surname— 1  use  at  present  P 
S.  Touchwood.  I  had  an  old  acquaintance  intM 
city,  who  loved  his  icat— He  always  called  me  Po* 
script  Touchwood.'* 
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"Then,  sir,"  said  Mowbrny,  "if  you  are  really  Mr. 
Scrogie,  tout  court,  I  must  suppose  the  name  of 
Touchwood  is  assutiKHlT' 

"What  the  devil!"  n^pjied  Mr.  P.  S.  Touchwood, 
"do  yoo  suppose  there  is  no  name  in  thcEngiiiih 
nation  will  couple  up  legitimately  with  my  nateriial 
name  of  Scrosie,  except  your  own,  Mr.  Moworay  '?— 
I  assure  you  1  got  the  name  of  Touchwood,  and  a 
pretty  spell  of  money  along  with  it^  from  an  old 
gndfathcr,  who  admired  my  spirit  in  sticking  by  com- 
mercp." 

"  Well  sir,  every  one  has  his  taster-Many  would 
have  thought  it  better  to  enjoy  a  hereditary  estate,  by 
keeping  your  father's  name  ot  Mowbray,  than  to  have 

K'ned  another  by  assuming  a  stranger's  name  of 
Dchwood.*' 

"  Who  told  you  Mr.  Touchwood  was  a  stranger  to 
meT^  said  the  traveller ;  "  for  aught  I  know,  he  had 
abetter  title  to  the  duties  of  a  son  from  me,  than  the 
poor  old  man  who  made  such  a  fool  of  himself^  by 
tryinc  to  turn  gentleman  in  his  old  age.  He  was  my 
gnnofather's  ^Mirtner  in  the  great  nrm  of  Touch- 
trood,  Scrogie,  and  Co.— Let  me  tell  you  there  is  as 
good  inheninnce  in  house  as  in  field— a  man's  part- 
mn  are  his  fathers  and  brothera,  and  a  head  clerk 
■ay  be  likened  to  a  kind  of  first  coii»in.*' 

*U  meant  no  offence  whatever,  Mr.  Touchwood 

"  ocrogie  Touchwood,  if  you  please,"  said  the 
nnior ;  "  the  scrog  branch  firet,  for  it  must  become 
mten  ere  it  become  touchwood— ha,  ha,  ha!— you 
Hkeme." 

"  A  singular  old  fellow  this,"  sakl  Mowbray  to 
lumself.  "andsi>eaks  in  all  the  dignity  of  dollars; 
bat  I  will  be  civil  to  him|  till  I  can  see  what  he  is 
driving  at.— You  are  facetious  Mr.  Touchwood,"  he 
iroceraed  aloud.  "  I  was  only  going  to  say,  that  al- 
duugh  you  set  no  value  upon  your  connexion  with 
■f  family,  yet  I  cannot  forget  that  such  a  circum- 
ttanoe  exists ;  and  therefore  I  bid  you  heartily  wel- 
nme  to  Shaws-Castle." 

"Thank  ve,  thank  ye,  Mr.  Mowbray— I  knew  you 
voohi  aee  the  thing  right.  To  tell  you  the  truth.  I 
iboiild  not  have  cared  much  to  come  a-begging  for 
nor  acquaintance  and  cousinship,  and  so  forth ;  but 
nat  I  inoucht  you  would  be  more  tractable  in  vour 
idversity,  than  was  your  father  in  his  prosperity. 

"Did  you  know  my  fa* her,  sir?"  said  Mowbray. 

"Ay,  ay— I  came  once  down  here,  and  was  intro- 
dneed  to  nim— saw  your  sister  and  you  when  you 
verechildren— had  thoughts  of  making  my  will  then, 
tnd  should  have  clapped  you  both  in  {before  I  set  out 
to  double  Cnpc  Horn.  But,  gad  I  wish  my  poor  father 
had  seen  the  reception  1  got !  I  did  not  let  the  old 

Eitleman,  Mr.  Mowbray  of  St.  Ronan's  that  was 
n,  smoke  my  money-bags— that  might  have  made 
khn  more  tractable— not  but  that  we  went  on  in- 
different well  for  a  day  or  two,  till  I  got  a  hint  that 
By  room  was  wonted,  for  that  the  Duke  of  Devil- 
kaows-what  was  expected,  and  my  bed  was  to  serve 
his  valet-de-chnmbre.— '  Oh,  damn  all  gentle  cousins !' 
nid  L  and  otfl  set  on  the  pad  round  the  worid  again, 
and  thought  no  more  of  the  Mowbrays  till  a  year  or 

"And,  pray,  what  recalled  us  to  your  recollec- 

umr* 

"  Why,"  said  Touchwood,  "  I  was  settled  for  some 
time  at  Kmyrnn,  (for  1  turn  the  penny  go  where  I  will— 
I  have  done  n  little  business  even  since  I  came  here  ;)— 
but  being  at  .Smyrna  as  I  said,  1  became  acquainted 
with  Francis  Tyrrol." 

"The  natural  brother  of  Lord  Etherington,"  said 
MoifrbFay. 

"Ay,  so  called,"  answered  Touchwood;  "but  by 
■nd  by  he  is  more  likely  to  prove  the  Rari  of  Ethcr- 
mgtnn  himself,  and  t'other  fine  fellow  the  bastnrd." 

*'The  devil  he  is  I— You  surprise  me,  Mr.  Touch- 


M  thouKht  I  should— T  thought  I  should— Faith,  I 
■m  aometimes  surprised  myself  at  the  turn  things 
take  in  this  world.  But  the  thing  is  not  the  less  cer- 
tatn— the  proofs  arc  lying  in  the  strong  chest  of  our 
hooae  at  Ixindon,  deposited  there  by  the  old  Earl,  who 
Npented  of  his  roguery  fo  Misa  Mariigny  k>ng  before 


he  died,  but  had  not  (vmrage  enough  to  do  his  legiti- 
mate son  justice  till  the  sex  ton  had  housed  him." 

"Cvood  Heavf^n,  sir!*'  said  Mowbray;  "and  did 
you  know  all  this  while,  that  I  was  about  to  bestow 
the  only  sister  of  my  house  upon  an  impostor  I" 

"  What  was  my  business  with  that,  Mr.  MowbrayT' 
replied  Touchwood;  "you  would  have  been  very 
anijfry  hnd  ony  one  suspected  you  of  not  being  sharp 
enough  to  look  out  for  yourself  and  your  sister  both. 
Besides,  Loni  Kthrington,  bad  enotigh  as  he  may  be 
in  other  respects,  was,  till  very  lately,  no  impostor,  or 
an  innocent  one,  for  he  only  occupied  the  situation  in 
which  his  father  had  placed  him.  And,  indeed,  when 
I  understood,  upon  coming  to  England,  that  he  was 
gone  down  nere,  and,  as  I  conjectured,  to  pay  his 
addresses  to  your  sister,  to  say  truth,  I  did  not  see  he 
could  do  better.  Here  was  a  poor  fellow  that  was 
about  to  cease  to  be  n  lord  and  a  wealthy  man ;  was 
it  not  very  reasonable  that  he  should  make  the  moat 
of  his  dignity  while  he  had  it?  and  if|  by  marrying  a 
pretty  girl  while  in  possession  of  his  title,  he  could 

ft  possession  of  the  good  estate  of  Nettlowood,  why, 
could  see  nothing  m  it  but  a  very  pretty  way  of 
breaking  his  fall." 

"  Very  pretty  for  him,  indeed,  and  very  convenient 
too,"  said  Mowbray ;  "  but  pray,  sir,  what  was  to  be- 
come of  the  honour  of  my  family  7" 

"Why,  what  was  the  honour  of  your  family  to 
me?*'  said  Touchwood;  "unless  it  was  to  recom- 
mend your  family  to  my  care,  that  T  was  disinherited 
on  account  of  it.  And  if  tliis  Etherington,  or  Bul- 
mer,  had  been  a  good  follow,  I  would  have  seen  all 
the  Mowbrays  that  ever  wore  broad  cloth  at  Jericho, 
before  I  had  interfered." 

"I  am  really  much  indebted  to  your  kindnesa," 
said  Mowbray  angrily. 

"  More  than  you  are  aware  o^"  answered  Touch- 
wood ;  "  for,  though  I  thought  this  Bulmer,  even  when 
declared  illegitimate,  might  be  a  reasonable  good 
match  for  your  sister,  considering  the  estate  which 
was  to  accompany  the  union  of  their  hands ;  yet,  now 
1  have  discovered  him  to  be  a  scoundrel— every  way 
a  scoundrel— I  would  not  wish  any  decent  girl  to 
many  him,  were  they  to  get  all  Yorkshire,  instead  of 
Netilewood.    So  I  have  come  to  put  you  right." 

The  strangeness  of  the  news  which  Touchwood  so 
bluntly  communicated,  made  Mowbray's  head  turn 
round  like  that  of  a  man  who  grows  dizzy  at  finding 
himself  on  the  verge  of  a  prciMpice.  Touciiwood  ob- 
served his  consternation,  which  he  willingly  constnied 
into  an  acknowledgement  of  his  own  brilliant  genius. 
"  Take  a  glass  of  wine.  Mr.  Mowbray,"  he  said, 
complacently ;  "  take  a  glass  of  old  sherry— nothing 
like  it  for  clearing  the  ideas— and  do  not  be  afraid  of 
me,  though  I  come  thus  suddenly  upon  you  with  such 
surprising  tidings— you  will  find  me  a  plain,  simple, 
ordinary  man,  that  have  my  faults  and  my  blundera 
like  other  people.  1  acknowledge  that  much  travel 
and  experience  have  made  me  sometimes  play  the 
busybody,  becausv!  I  find  1  can  do  things  better  than 
other  [Xiople,  and  I  love  to  see  folk  stare— it's  a  way  I 
have  got.  But,  after  all,  1  am  un  ban  diablt,  as  the 
Frenchman  says:  and  here  I  have  come  four  or  five 
hundred  miles  to  lie  quiet  among  you  all,  and  put  all 
your  little  matters  to  rights,  just  when  you  think 
thev  are  most  desperate." 

'^I  thank  you  for  your  good  intentions,"  said  Mow- 
bray; "but  I  must  needs  say,  that  they  would,  have 
been  more  eficrtual  had  you  been  less  cunning  in  my 
behalf,  and  frankly  told  uie  what  you  knew  of  Lord 
Etherington  ;  as  it  is.  the  matter  has  gone  fearfully 
far.  I  have  promised  nim  my  sister— I  have  laid  my- 
self under  personal  obligations  to  him — and  there  are 
other  reasons  why  I  fear  I  must  keep  my  word  to  thia 
man,  earl  or  no  earl." 

"What!"  exclaimed  Touchwood,  "would  you  give 
up  your  sister  to  a  worthless  rascal,  who  is  capable  of 
robbing  the  post-office,  and  of  murdering  his  brother, 
because  you  have  lost  a  tritk  of  money  to  him  1  Are 
you  to  let  him  go  off  triumphantly,  liecause  he  is  a 
gamester  as  well  as  a  cheat?— You  arc  a  pretty  fel- 
low. Mr.  Mowbray  of  St.  Ronan's— you  are  one  of 
the  nappy  sheep  that  go  out  for  wool,  and  come  home 
thorn.    Kgad,  you  think  yourself  a  millatone,  and 
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tarn  out  a  sack  of  grain— Yoa  flew  abroad  a  hawk, 
and  have  como  home  a  piseon— You  anariod  at  tiie 
Philistines,  and  they  have  drawn  your  eye-loeth  with 
a  venseance .'" 

"This  IB  oil  very  witty,  Mr.  Toochwoodj"  replied 
Mowbray;  "but  wit  will  not  pay  ihia  man  Kthering- 
ton,  or  whatever  he  ia,  ao  many  hundreda  aa  I  have 
kMt  to  him." 

**  Why,  then,  wealth  muat  do  what  wit  cannot," 
said  old  Touchwood :  "  I  must  advance  for  you,  that 
ia  all.  liOok  ye,  air,  I  do  not  so  afoot  for  nothinx— if 
I  have  laboured,  I  have  reaped— and,  like  the  fellow 
in  the  old  play,  'I  have  enouuh,  and  can  mainuin  my 
humour*— It  la  not  a  few  nundrcda.  or  thouaanda 
either,  can  stand  betwi.f t  old  P.  8.  Touchwood  and 
hia  purpose ;  and  my  present  purpose  ia  to  make  yo'j. 
Mr.  Mowbray  of  St.  Konan'a  a  free  man  of  the  forest. 
—You  still  look  grave  on  it,  youns  man  ?— Why|  1 
trual  you  are  not  such  an  asa  aa  to  think  your  digiuty 
oflTenaed,  becauae  the  plebeian  Scrogieoomca  to  the  as- 
aiatance  of  the  terribly  great  and  old  bouse  of  Mow- 
bray?" 

"I  am  indeed  not  such  a  fool,"  answered  Mow- 
bray, with  his  eyes  still  bent  on  the  ground,  "to  reject 
aaaiatance  that  comea  to  me  like  a  rope  to  a  drown- 
ing man— but  there  is  a  ciieumstance  heaiopped 

abort  and  drank  a  giaas  of  wine— "a  circumstance  to 
which  it  is  most  painful  to  me  to  allude— but  you 
seem  my  friend— and  I  cannot  intimate  to  you  more 
strongly  my  belief  in  your  profeasions  of  rega.nd  than 
by  aaying,  that  the  language  held  by  Lady  Penelope 
Penfeather  on  my  sisters  account,  renders  it  highly 
proper  that  ahe  were  settled  in  life ;  and  I  cannot  but 
fear,  that  the  breaking  off  the  aflair  with  thia  man 
might  be  of  great  prejudice  to  her  at  thia  moment 
They  will  have  Nettlcwood,  and  they  may  live  aepa- 
nite— he  has  offered  to  make  aetiiements  to  that 
cffisct,  even  on  the  very  day  of  marriage.  Her  condi- 
tion as  a  married  woman  will  put  her  above  scandal, 
and  above  necessity,  from  which,  I  am  aorry  to  amy, 
I  cannot  hope  long  to  preserve  her." 

"  For  shamn  !— for  shame  !— for  shame  .**'  said 
Touchwood,  accumulating  his  words  thicker  than 
usual  on  each  other;  "  would  you  aell  your  own  fleah 
and  blood  to  a  man  tike  thia  Bulmcr,  whoae  character 
is  now  laid  before  you,  merely  because  a  disapfiointcd 
old  maid  speaks  scandal  of  ner?  A  fine  veneration 
vou  pay  to  the  honoured  name  of  Mowbray  t  If  my 
poor,  old,  simple  father  had  known  what  the  owners 
of  theae  two  grand  ayllables  could  have  stooped  to 
do  for  merely  ensuring  subsistence,  he  would  have 
thought  as  Itttle  of  the  noble  Mowbrays  aa  of  the 
humble  Scrogies.  And,  I  dare  aay,  the  young  lady  ia 
just  such  another— eager  to  get  married— no  matter 
to  whom." 

"Ezcuae  me,  Mr.  Touchwood,"  answcTMl  Mow- 
bray; **my  sister  entertaina  aentimenta  so  very 
different  from  what  you  ascribe  to  her,  that  she 
and  I  parted  on  the  most  unpleasant  terma,  in  con- 
sequence of  my  pressing  this  man's  suit  upon  her. 
God  knows,  that  I  only  did  ao,  becauao  I  aaw  no 
other  outlet  from  this  most  unpleasant  dilemma. 
But,  since  you  are  willing  to  interfere,  sir,  and  aid 
me  to  disentangle  these  complicated  mattera,  which 
have,  I  own,  been  made  worse  by  my  own  rashness, 
I  am  ready  to  throw  the  matter  completely  into 
your  handa,  juat  as  if  you  were  my  father  ansen 
from  the  deaii.  Nevertheleaa,  1  muat  needs  express 
my  surprise  at  the  extent  of  your  intelligence  in 
these  affairs." 

"  You  apeak  very  sensibly,  young  man,"  said  the 
traveller;  "and  as  for  my  intelligence,  I  have  for 
some  time  known  the  finesses  of  this  Master  Bul- 
mer  as  perfectly  as  if  1  bad  been  at  his  elbow  when 
he  was  plaving  all  his  dog's  tricks  with  this  family. 
You  would  hardly  suspect  now,'*  he  continued,  m 
a  confidential  tone,  "  that  what  you  were  so  desi- 
rous a  while  ago  should  take  place,  has  in  some 
'  sense  actually  happened,  and  that  the  marriage 
ceremony  has  really  passed  betwixt  your  sister  and 
thia  pretended  Lord  Ktherington  7" 

"Have  a  care,  air!"  said  Mowbray,  fiercely ;  "do 
not  abuae  my  candour— this  is  no  place,  time,  or 
fubjNt,  for  ifflpenineut  jostins." 


"  As  I  live  by  bread,  I  am  serious,"  said  Tincli 
wood;  "Mr.  Cargill  performe<i  the  ceremony;  aa 
then;  are  two  living  witncMes  who  heard  them  sa; 
the  words,  *  1,  Clara,  lake  you,  Franci^'  or  wbal 
ever  the  Scottish  church  puts  m  place  uf  that  myi 
tical  formula." 

"It  ia  inuosfiible."  anid  Mowbray;  "Cargill  dam 
not  have  done  such  a  thing— a  clandesiine  prpcetd 
ing,  such  as  you  speak  ot,  would  have  cost  him  hi 
living.  I'll  bet  my  soul  against  a  hurae-ahoe,  it  i 
all  .in  imi)osition :  and  you  cumo  to  disturb  me,  ai 
amid  my  family  distress,  with  legtjnds  that  hava  bi 
more  truth  in  inem  than  the  Alkoran." 

"There are  some  true  things  in  the  Alkoran, ,(ff 
rather,  the  Koran,  for  the  Al  is  merely  the  artieli 
prefixed,)  but  let  that  pas«— I  will  raise  your  woods 
higher  before  I  am  done.  It  is  very  true,  that  you 
aister  was  indeed  joined  in  marriage  with  this  sami 
Bulmer,  that  calls  himself  by  the  title  of  Etheriag 
ton ;  but  it  is  just  as  true,  that  the  marriage  ia  m 
worth  a  maraved'i,  for  she  believed  him  at  the  tim 
to  be  another  person— to  be,  in  a  word,  Prancii 
Tyrrel,  who  ia  actually  what  the  other  pretends  ii 
be,  a  nobleman  of  fortune." 

'*  I  cannot  underatand  one  word  of  all  thi^"  said 
Mowbray.  "I  must  to  my  aister  instantly,  and 
demand  of  her  if  there  be  any  real  foundauoB  fin 
iheMi  wonderful  avermenta." 

"Do  not  go,"  said  Touchwood,  detaining  hn. 
"you  shall  have  a  full  explanarioii  from  me;  and 
to  comfort  you  under  your  perplexity,  I  can  assos 
you  that  Cargill's  consent  to  celebrate  the  nuptial% 
was  only  obtained  by  an  aapersion  thrown  on  ysv 
sister's  character,  which  induced  him  to  balisit 
tliai  speedy  mamage  would  be  the  sole  means  df 
saving  her  repuution;  and  I  am  convinced  in  laf 
own  mind  it  is  only  the  revival  of  thia  report  whid 
haa  furnished  die  foundation  of  Lady  Penelopi^i 
chattering." 

"If  I  could  thmk  Bo,"-aaid  Mowbray,  "if.  I 
could  but  think  this  is  truth— and  it  seems  to  enlaii^ 
in  some  degree,  my  sister's  mysterious  conanot— 
if  I  could  but  think  it  true,  I  should  fall  down  ai 
worship  you  aa  an  angel  from  heaven !" 

"A  proper  aortof  angel,"  aaid  Touchwood,  kMk- 
ing  modeatly  down  on  nis  abort,  sturdy  aupportos 
— ^  Did  you  ever  hear  of  an  angel  in  boot-hose t 
Or,  do  you  auppoae  angels  are  aent  to  wait  on  bra- 
ken-down  horse-jockeys?" 

"Call  me  what  you  will,  Mr.  Touchwood,"  said 
the  young  man,  "only  make  out  your  atory  tru^ 
and  my  sister  innocent !" 

"Very  well  spoken,  sir,"  answered  the  senioi; 
"very  well  spoken!  But  then  I  understand,  yon 
are  to  be  guided  by  my  prudence  and  experience  t 
None  of  your  Gr—  damme  doings,  sir— your  dusb 
or  your  drubbings.  Let  mc  manage  the  affair  te 
you,  and  I  will  bring  you  through  with  a  flowigg 
sail." 

"  Sir,  I  must  feel'as  a  gentleman,"— aaid  Mow- 
bray. 

"Feel  as  a  fool,"  aaid  Touchwood,  "for  that  ii 
the  true  case.  Nothing  would  please  thia  Bulmer 
better  than  to  fight  through  his  rogueries— he  knows 
very  well,  that  he  who  can  slit  a  pistol-ball  on  the 
edge  of  a  penknife,  will  always  preserve  some  aort 
of  reputation  amidst  his  scoundrelism— but  I  sksll 
take  care  to  stop  tliat  hole.  Sit  down— be  a  man 
of  aense,  and  listen  to  the  whole  of  this  stranflt 
atory." 

Mowbray  aat  down  accordingly;  and  Touchwoo^ 
in  his  own  way,  and  with  many  characteristic 
interjectional  remarks,  gave  him  an  account  of  the 
early  loves  of  Clsra  and  Tyrrel— of  the  reaaona 
which  induced  Bulmer  at  first  to  encourage  their 
correspondence,  in  hopes  that  his  brother  would,  hv 
a  clandestine  marriage,  altogether  ruin  himaelf  with 
his  faihei^-of  the  change  which  took  place  in  his 
viewa  when  he  perceived  the  importance  annexed 
by  the  old  Earl  to  the  union  of  Miss  Mowbray  with 
his  apparent  heir— of  the  desperate  stratagem  whidi 
he  endeavoured  to  play  ofl[|  by  substituting  himaelf 
in  the  roomof  hisbrocher^-snd  all  the  constiquenees^ 
which  It  is  unnecessary  to  resume  here,  as  they  Hi 
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tailed  at  Icn^h  hy  the  perpetrator  himself,  in  his 
rrespoiideiicc  wiiii  Captain  Jekyl. 
When  the  whole  coiniiiunicntion  wns  endod,  Mow- 
ly,  almost  8tiipitie<i  by  the  wonders  he  had  heard, 
naineii  fur  some  time  in  a  sort  of  reverie,  from 
aich  he  only  siarktl  to  ask  what  evidence  could 
produced  of  a  story  so  stranire. 
The  evidencCf"  onawered  Tounhwood,  "of  one 
bo  was  a  dr-ep  a^ent  in  all  these  mattera,  from 
It  to  lasi—as  complete  a  ro^ue,  1  believe,  as  the 
Til  himself,  with  this  difference,  that  our  mortal 
nd  does  not,  1  believe,  do  evil  for  the  sake  o( 
il,  but  for  the  sake  of  the  profit  which  attends  it. 
ow  far  this  plea  will  avail  him  in  a  court  of  con- 
Mice,  I  cannot  tell ;  but  his  disposition  was  so  far 
in  to  humanity,  that  I  have  alwa>'s  found  my  old 
poaintance  as  n^ndy  to  do  cood  as  harm,  providing 
I  Dad  the  same  a^ioupon  tne  transaction." 
"On  my  soul,''  suid  Mowbray,  "you  must  mean 
droes!  whom  I  have  long  suspected  to  be  a  deep 
bin— and  now  he  proves  traitor  to  boot.  How 
e  devil  could  you  get  into  his  intimacy,  Mr.  Touch- 
oodr 

"The  case  was  pnrticular,"  said  Touchwood.  "  Mr. 
ofane^  uyi  active  a  member  of  the  community  to  be 
liified  with  inanai^ing  the  afTairs  which  his  master 
tnisted  to  him,  ndvontumd  in  a  little  business  on 
I  own  account;  and  thinkins,  I  suppose,  that  the 
10  Earl  of  Ktherington  had  forgotten  fully  to  ac- 
lowk-dge  his  services,  as  valet  to  his  son,  he  sup- 
ied  that  defect  by  a  small  check  on  our  house  for 
.100^  in  name,  and  b(.'arinz  the  apparent  signature, 
the  deceas<xl.  This  small  mistake  being  delected, 
J.  8olme»,  porUur  of  the  little  billet,  would  have 
Ml  consi;;netl  to  the  custody  of  a  Bow-street  officer, 
n  that  I  found  means  to  relieve  him,  on  condition 
kit  making  known  to  me  the  points  of  private  his- 

9  which  I  have  just  been  communicatmg  to  you. 
lac  I  had  known  of  Tyrrel  at  Smyrna,  had  given 
I  much  inten^st  in  him,  and  you  may  guess  it  was 
<lei9cned  bv  the  distresses  which  he  had  sustained 
iDogh  his  brother's  treachery.  By  this  fellow's 
auii^  I  have  counterplotted  all  his  master's  fine 
hemes.  For  exampU*,  as  soon  as  I  learned  Bulmer 
IS  coming  down  here,  I  contrived  to  give  TyrreJ  nn 
dovmpus  hint,  well  knowmg  he  would  set  off  like 
B  dievil  to  thwart  him,  and  so  I  should  have  the 
sole  dramatis  persona*  together,  and  play  them  all 
fuiinst  each  other,  after  my  own  pleasure." 

'la  that  case,"  said  Mr.  Mowbray,  "your  expe- 
nt  brought  about  the  rencontre  between  the  two 
Nhera,  when  both  might  have  fallen." 
''^Can't  deny  it— can't  deny  it,"  answered  Scrogie, 
little  discountenanced—"  a  mere  accident— no  one 
B  guard  every  pf)int.— FIgnd,  but  I  had  tike  to  have 
n  batHod  again,  for  Bulmer  sent  the  lad  Jekyl, 

10  is  not  siu'h  a  blark  sheep  neither  but  what  there 
SK>me  white  h(iin?  about  him,  up«m  a  treaty  with 
Trd.  that  my  s»'i-n;t  agent  was  not  admitted  to. 
id,  but  I  discovered  the  whole— you  will  scarce 
esa  how." 

*  Probably  not  eiisily,  indeed,  sir,"  answered  Mow- 
ly;  "for  your  sources  of  intelligence  are  not  the 
■t  obvinuH,  any  more  than  your  mode  of  acting  the 
Ml  aimple  or  iiii).'3t  coiiiprchcnsihie." 
*I  would  not  have  it  so^"  said  Touchwood;  "sim- 
!  men  peris!)  iw  uicir  simplicity— I  carry  my  eye- 
«b  about  me.— And  for  my  source  of  information— 
ijr.  1  played  the  tiavpsdropper,  sir— lisioned— knew 
f  landlady's  cupboard  with  the  double  door— pot 
0  it  as  she  has  done  many  a  time.— ^$uch  a  hne 
uleman  as  ytm  would  rather  cut  a  man's  throat.  1 
ipoae.  than  listen  at  a  cuplioard  door,  lliough  the 
Kt  were  to  prevent  murder?" 
1  cannot  say  I  should  have  thought  of  the  expe- 
ni,  certainly,  sir,"  said  Mowbray. 
*I  did,  thouirh,"  snid  Scnigie.  "and  leamt'd  enough 
irhai  WAH  miing  on,  to  give  Jekyl  a  hint  that  sick- 
id  him  of  his  cimimission,  I  believe— so  the  game 
ill  in  my  own  iiands.    Bulmer  has  no  one  to  trust 
bat  Solm^s,  and  Sotmes  tells  me  every  thing." 
ien;  Mowbray  could  not  suppn>ss  a  movement  of 
IMti(*ncc. 
*1  wiab  to  Ood;  lir,  that  ainoe  you  were  fo  kind  as 


to  interest  yourself  in  affairs  so  intimately  concerning 
my  family,  you  had  been  pleased  to  act  with  a  little 
more  openness  towards  ii:e.  Here  hove  1  been  for 
weeks  the  intimate  of  a  damned  scoundrel,  whose 
throat  I  ought  to  have  cut  for  his  scandalous  conduct 
to  my  sister.  Here  have  1  been  rendering  her  and 
inyself  miserable,  and  getting  myself  cheat(>d  every 
night  by  a  swindler,  whom  you,  if  it  had  been  your 
pleasure,  oiuld  have  uiiiiiasked  by  a  single  word.  I 
do  all  justice  to  your  intention.**,  sir;  but,  uixin  my 
soul,  J  cannot  help  wishing  you  had  ccmductird  your- 
self with  more  frankness  and  less  mystery ;  and  I  am 
Indy  afraid  your  love  of  dexttrity  has  b(>en  t(io  much 
for  your  ingenuity,  and  that  you  nave  sutTered  matters 
torun  into  such  a  skain  of  confusion,  as  you  yourscU 
will  find  difficulty  in  unravelling." 

Touchwood  smiled,  and  shook  his  head  in  all  the 
conscious  pride  of  superior  understanding.  "  Voung 
man,"  he  said,  "  when  you  have  seen  a  little  of  the 
world,  and  especiallv  beyond  the  bounds  of  this  nar- 
row island,  you  will  ftnd  niuch  more  art  and  dex- 
terity necessary  in  conducting  these  businesses  to  an 
issue,  than  occurs  to  a  blind  John  Bull,  or  a  raw 
Scotchman.  Vou  will  be  then  no  stranger  to  th» 
policy  of  life,  which  deals  in  mining  and  countermin- 
ing,—now  in  making  feints,  now  in  thrasting  with 
forthright  passes.  1  look  upon  you,  Mr.  Mowbray, 
as  a  young  man  spoikni  by  staying  at  homo,  and 
keeping  bad  cx)mpany ;  and  will  make  it  my  busincaa, 
if  you  submit  yourself  to  my  guidance,  to  inform  your 
understanding,  so  as  to  retrieve  your  estate.— Don't— 
don't, answer  me,  sir!  because  I  know  too  well,  by 
experience,  how  young  men  answer  on  these  subjects 
—they  are  conceited,  sir,  as  conceited  as  if  they  had 
been  in  all  the  four  quarters  of  the  world.  I  hate  to 
be  answered,  sir,  I  hate  it.  And,  to  tell  you  the  truth, 
it  is  because  Tyrrel  has  a  fancy  of  answering  me,  '.hat 
I  rather  make  you  my  confidant  on  tnis  occasion, 
than  him.  I  would  have  had  him  throw  himself  into 
my  arms,  and  under  my  directions ;  but  he  hesitated 
—he  hesitatetl,  Mr.  Mowbray— and  I  despise  hesita- 
tion. If  he  thinks  he  has  wit  enough  to  manage  his 
own  matters,  let  him  try  it— let  hun  try  it.  Not  but  I 
will  do  all  that  I  can  for  him,  in  fitting  time  and 
place;  but  I  will  let  him  dwell  in  his  perplexities  and 
uncertainties  for  a  httle  while  longer.  And  so,  Mr. 
Mowbray,  you  see  what  sort  of  an  Ofid  fellow  1  am, 
and  you  can  satisfy  tnc  at  once  wiiether  you  mean  to 
come  into  my  measures— only  speak  out  at  once,  sit; 
for  I  abhor  hesitation.'* 

While  Touchwood  thus  spoke,  Mowbray  was  form- 
ing his  resolution  internally.  He  was  not  so  inex- 
perienced as  the  senior  supposed ;  at  least,  he  could 
plainly  see  that  he  had  to  do  with  an  obstinate,  capri- 
cious old  man,  who,  with  the  best  intentions  in  the 
world,  chose  to  have  every  thing  in  his  own  way ; 
and,  like  most  petty  politicians,  was  disposed  to 
throw  intrigue  and  mystery  over  matters  which  had 
much  belter  be  prostHjutcd  boldly  and  openly.  But 
he  perceived  at  the  same  time,  that  Touchwood,  as  a 
sort  of  relation,  wealthy,  childless,  and  dis()osed  to 
become  his  friend,  was  a  person  to  he  conciliated, 
the  rather  that  the  traveller  himself  had  frankly  own- 
ed that  it  was  Francis  Tyrrel's  want  of  deference 
towards  him,  which  hud  forfeit eii,  or  at  least  abated, 
his  favour.  Mowbrav  rtHrollected  also,  that  the  cir- 
cumstances under  which  he  himself  stood,  did  not 
permit  him  to  trifle  with  returning  gleams  of  good 
fortune.  Subiiuing.  therefore,  the  haughtiness  of 
temper  profier  to  him  as  an  only  son  and  neir,  Iv  an* 
swokhI  resj.K»clfully.  that,  in  his  <'<jntlition,  ihe  advice 
and  n.ssistance  t)f  Mr.  Scrogie  Touchwo«Kl  were  too 
important,  not  to  be  purehased  at  the  price  of  sub- 
mitting his  own  judgment  to  tliut  of  an  experienced 
and  sagacious  friend. 

"  Well  said,  Mr.  Mowbray,"  replied  the  senior, 
"well  said.  Let  me  once  have  the  inonagement  of 
your  atiairs,  and  wi*  will  brush  them  up  for  you  with- 
out loss  of  time.— I  must  be  obliged  to  you  for  a  bed 
for  the  ni^ht,  however— it  is  as  dark  as  a  wolfs 
mouth ;  and  if  vou  will  trive  orders  to  keep  the  poor 
di  vil  of  a  f)ostilion,  and  liis  horsi-s  too,  why,  1  will  be 
the  more  obliged  to  you." 

Mowbrayapolied  UiuuelC  tothA\»^   YiXxvidk^ak^ 
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ffwered  the  call,  nnd  wn9  mnrh  mirpriMy),  when  the 
old  gontlrmnn,  taking  (lie  word  nut  of  his  enlc-rinin- 
er'B  inouih,  liosirL'd  r  b*il  to  \>o.  trot  rendy,  with  a  little 
fiitj  in  the  grate;  "for  I  inke  it,  Iriend,  ho  went  on, 
"you  have  not  guests  here  very  often. — And  s«»e  th.it 
my  shetrtM  be  not  dnnip,  nnd  bid  the  hoiisemaiti  take 
care  not  to  make  tiie  bifl  ui>on  nn  exact  level,  but  let 
it  slope  from  the  pillow  to  the  fiNitixitfiis,  at  a  ileelivity 
of  about  emhteen  inches.— And  hark  ve— pet  ine  a 
jug  of  barley-water,  to  place  by  my  betlside,  with  the 
squeeze  of  a  lemon— or  stay,  you  will  make  it  as  sour 
at)  Beelzebub  -bring  the  lemon  on  a  snucer,  and  I  will 
mix  it  mvs<'lf." 

Patrick  listened  like  one  of  sense  forlorn,  his  head 
turning  like  a  mnndariii,  alternately  from  the  speaker 
to  his  mn;^ter^!»  if  to  ask  the  latter  whether  this  was 
all  reality.  The  instant  that  Touchwood  stopped, 
Mowbray  addetl  his  fiat. 

"  Let  every  thing  be  done  to  make  Mr.  Touchwood 
comfortable,  in  the  way  he  wishes." 

•'Awoel,  sir,"  said  Patrick,  "I  shall  tell  Mallv,  to 
be  sun*,  and  we  maun  do  our  best,  and— but  it's  unco 
late" 

"And,  therefore,"  said  Touchwood,  "the  sooner 
we  get  to  b>.^  the  bc^tter,  my  old  friend.  I,  for  one, 
must  be  stirring  early— I  have  business  of  life  and 
death— it  conci'ms  you  too,  Mr.  Mowbray— but  no 
more  of  that  till  to-morrow.- And  let  the  lad  put  up 
his  horses,  and  get  him  a  bed  somewhere." 

Patrick  hero  thought  he  had  gotten  upon  firm 
ground  for  n^sistancc,  fur  which,  displensed  with  the 
dictatorial  manner  oi  the  stranger,  he  felt  ctmsidera- 
bly  inclined. 

Ye  may  catch  us  at  that,  if  yc  can,"  said  Patrick ; 
*'  there's  nae  post  cattle  come  into  our  stables— What 
do  we  ken,  bui  that  they  may  be  glandcred,  as  the 
groom  says  **" 

"We  must  take  the  risk  to-nisrht,  Patrick/'  said 
Mowbray,  reluctantly  enough—"  unleas  Mr.  Touch- 
woorJ  will  permit  the  horses,  to  come  back  early  next 
morning  7'^ 

"  Not  I,  indeed,"  said  Touchwood ;  "  safe  bind  safe 
find— it  may  be  once  away  and  aye  away,  and  we 
shall  have  enough  to  do  to-morn)w  morning.  More- 
over, the  poor  carrion  are  tired,  and  the  merciful  man 
is  men:iful  to  his  Iwasi— and,  in  a  word,  if  the  horses 
go  back  to  St.  Roaan*8  W«I1  to-night,  1  go  there  for 
company." 

It  often  happens,  owing.  I  suppose,  to  the  pm'ersity 
of  human  nature,  that  sul)serviency  in  trifies  is  more 
difficult  to  a  proud  mind,  than  compliance  in  matters 
of  more  importance.     Mowbray,  like  other  young 

gentlemen  of  his  class,  was  finieally  rigid  in  his  sta- 
le discioline,  and  even  LonI  Ctherington's  horses 
had  not  been  admitted  into  that  Hanrtum  fanctarunin 
inU}  which  he  now  saw  himself  obi ig>tl  to  induct  two 
wretched  post-hacks.  But  he  submitti^  with  the 
best  grace  he  C()iitil ;  and  Patrick,  while  he  left  their 
presiMicc,  with  liftni-up  hands  and  eyes  to  execute  the 
or(ii;rs  he  had  received,  could  scarcely  help  thinking 
that  the  old  inim  must  be  the  devil  in  disguise,  since 
he  could  thus  suddenly  control  his  fiery  master,  even 
in  the  points  which  he  had  hitherto  seemed  to  con- 
sider as  of  n)o.<«t  vital  importance. 

"The  Lord  in  bis  mercy  baud  a  grip  of  thispuir 
family !  for  J.  that  was  born  in  it,  am  like  to  see  the 
uid  of  it."    Thus  ejaculated  Patrick. 


CHAPTER  XXXVII. 

THE  WANDER  Ell. 
*Tifl  &  naufiity  nirht  to  swim  \n.^King  Lear. 
Ihere  was  a  wild  uncertainty  about  Mnwbrny's 
idaas,  alter  he  starteil  from  a  feverish  sleep  on  the 
morning  Hurceeding  this  memorable  interview,  tiiui 
hw  sister,  whom  he  really  lovnl  ns  niMch  as  \in  w:i.-« 
capable  of  Irtvliig  any  tliin*.?,  Iinri  disnononreri  him 
and  her  name;  and  the  honid  recf>lh\:iion  f/f  ih«:;r 
^asl  interview  wan  the  firni  idea  which  hi.-*  waking 
im:ig>nalion  wa.s  thrilled  with.  Then  eatnn  Toim  h- 
wood'staleofcxeulpat'on  -»nd  he  p<-i suaded  himsfdf. 
or  Hirove  tu  do  so,  tiiat  Clara  munt  havf..-  understoou 
Uie  charge  ho  'lad  brought  ogaiudt  her  as  referring  to 


her  attachment  to  Tyrrel,  nnd  its  fatal  conseqnencoa 
Again,  .still  he  doubted  how  that  could  b«:— still  fearec 
that  there  mu^t  be  more  behind  than  htr  reluctana 
to  confess  the  fraud  which  had  l^een  practised  on  hei 
by  Buhner;  and  then,  again,  ho  stntngtiit^neil  himsell 
in  the  first  and  more  pleasing  opinion,  by  rccolleciini 
that,  avrrrse  as  she  was  to  espouse  the  [)erson  hi 
proposed  to  her,  it  must  have  apjieand  to  hr;r  the 
completion  of  ruin,  if  be,  Mowbray,  should  obtau 
knowli^igc'  of  the  clandestine  marriain*. 

"Ves-O  yes,"  he  said  to  himself;  "she  wouk 
think  that  this  story  would  render  ni*'  more  eager  lE 
the  rascal's  intirrest,  as  the  best  wav  of  hushing  u{ 
such  a  discrcil  it  able  affair— faith,  and  she  would  have 
judgeri  ri;;;ht  tot);  for,  had  he  actually  been  Lon! 
Rtherinston,  I  do  not  see  what  else  she  could  have 
done.  But,  not  being  Lord  F^therington,  and  an 
anointed  scoundrel  into  the  bargain,  I  will  conteni 
myself  with  cudgelling  him  to  death  so  eoon  as  1 
can  get  out  of  the  ji^uanlianship  ol  this  old,  med- 
dling,  obsiinan',  r*elf-willed.  bu9yb<xly.— Then,  whal 
is  to  be  done  for  C*Iara?— This  mock  marriage  wai 
a  mere  bubble,  and  both  parties  must  draw  stake* 
She  likes  this  grave  Don,  who  proves  to  be  the  stick 
of  the  right  tree,  after  all— so  do  not  I,  thougl 
there  l)e  wimeihing  lordlike  about  him.  I  was  sun 
a  strolling  painter  could  not  have  carried  it  off  so 
She  may  marry  him,  I  suppose,  if  the  law  is  no 
against  it— then  she  has  the  i*arldom,  and  tlie  Oak- 
lands,  and  Net  tie  wood,  all  at  <mce.— Gad,  we  shouk 
come  in  winners,  after  all— and,  I  dare  say,  this  ok 
boy  Touch woo<l  is  as.  rich  as  a  Jew— worth  a  hun 
died  thousand  at  least — He  is  too  peremptory  li 
l)e  cut  up  for  sixpence  under  a  hundn>d  thousand 
—And  he  talks  of  putting  me  to  rights-^I  must  no 
wince— must  stand  still  to  l>e  ciirriH  a  little — Onlj 
I  wish  the  law  may  permit  Clara's  being  marrin 
to  this  other  carl. — A  woman  cannot  marry  twi 
brothers,  that  is  certain :— but  then,  if  she  is  no 
married  to  the  one  of  them  in  good  and  lawful  fomi 
there  can  be  no  bar  to  her  marr>-ing  the  other, 
should  think— f  hope  the  lawyers  will  talk  nu  non 
sense  about  it— I  hope  Clarii  will  have  no  foolis! 
wTuplcs.— But,  by  my  word,  the  first  thing  I  hay 
to  hope  is,  that  the  thing  is  true,  for  it  comes  thruusr 
hut  a  suspicious  channel.  IMl  away  to  Clara  instani 
ly— get  tne  truth  out  of  her— and  consider  what  i 
to  be  done." 

Tlius  partly  thought  and  partly  spoke  the  youn 
Laird  of  St.  Ronan's,  hastily  dressing  himself;  i: 
order  to  inquire  into  the  strange  chaos  of  event 
which  perplexed  his  imagination. 

When  he  came  down  to  the  parlour  where  they  ha 
supped  last  night,  and  where  breakfast  was  prepare 
this  morning,  he  sent  for  a  girl  who  acted  as  hi 
sister's  immediate  attendant,  and  askai,  "if  Mii 
Mowbray  was  yet  stirring?" 

The  girl  answenxl,  "she  had  not  rung  her  bell." 

"It  is  pnst  her  usual  hour,"  said  Mowbray,  "bu 
she  was  di^*lurbed  last  night.  Ho,  Martha,  tell  htT  r 
get  up  instantly -say  I  have  excellent  go^xl  news  fo 
her— or,  if  her  head  aches.  1  will  come  and  tell  thci 
to  her  before  slu*  rises— go  like  lightning." 

Martha  went,  and  retunicd  in  a  minute  or  twr 
"I  cannot  make  my  mistress  hear,  sir.  kno<*k  as  lou 
as  I  will.    I  wish,"  she  added,  with  that  love  of  es 

SH'sage  which  i.s  common  in  the  lower  ranks,  "thi 
liss  Clara  may  be  well,  for  I  never  knew  her  slec 
so  sound." 

Mowbray  jumped  from  the  chair  into  which  he  hii 
thrown  himself,  ran  through  the  gallery,  and  knorkc 
smartly  at  his  sister's  door;  there  wns  no  answe 
"Clara,  dear  Clara !— Answer  me  but  one  word— si 
but  you  are  well.  I  frijrhtenefl  you  last  nijrht— I  hi 
liecn  <lrinking  wintv— I  was  violent- forgive  nie!- 
(7ome,  do  not  1)p  sulky— speak  but  a  single  word- 
say  but  yiv.i  are  w«H." 

He  made  the  pauses  loncer  b«»tween  ever)-  braiw 
of  his  address,  knocked  sharper  and  louder,  listeni 
more  j«nxiously  for  an  answer;  at  length  he  a 
temr>t-.*d  to  open  the  door,  but  found  it  iockwl,  < 
oth*Twi?e  secured.  "Does  Miss  Mo^bniy  aiwaj 
lock  her  door  ?"  he  asked  the  girl. 
"Never  knew  her  to  do  it  before,  sir;  she  leavi 
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it  open  that  I  m$f  call  her,  and  open  the  window- 
ihuitera." 

She  had  too  good  reason  for  precaution  last  night, 
thought  her  brother,  and  then  remembered  having 
heard  her  bar  the  door. 

'*Come,  Clara,"  he  continued,  greatly  agitated, 
"do  not  be,  silly;  if  vou  will  not  open  the  door,  I 
most  force  it,  that's  all;  for  how  can  I  tell  but  that 
yoa  are  sick,  and  unable  to  answer?— ^if  you  are  onlv 
sslleo,  say  sa— She  returns  no  answer,"  he  said, 
turning  to  the  domestic^  who  was  now  joined  by 
Touchwood. 

lffowbray*s  anxiety  was  so  great,  that  it  prevented 
nil  uking  any  notice  of  his  guest,  and  he Jiroceeded 
tdsay,  without  regarding  his  presence,  ''what  is  to 
oedoue  ?— she  mav  be  sick— she  msy  be  asleep— she 
may  hate  swooned ;  if  I  force  the  d(x>r,  it  may  terrify 
ha  to  death  in  the  present  weak  state  of  her  nerves.— 
Qaia,  dear  Clara !  do  but  speak  a  single  word,  and 
jta  shall  remain  in  your  own  room  as  long  as  you 


There  was  no  answer.  Miss  Mowbra/s  maid, 
Ulberto  too  much  fluttered  and  alarmed  to  have 
fflnch  presence  of  mind,  now  recollected  a  back-stair 
which  communicated  with  her  mistress's  room  from 
ths  garden,  and  suggested  she  might  have  gone  out 
that  way. 

"  Gone  out,"  said  Mowbray,  in  great  anxiety,  and 
lookiog  at  the  heavy  fog,  or  rather  small  ruin,  which 
Uplted  the  November  morning,—"  Gone  out,  and  in 
weather  like  this!— But  we  may  get  into  her  room 
fiwn  the  back-stair." 

So  sajing;  and  leaving  his  guest  to  follow  or  remain 
u  he  thought  proper,  he  flew  rather  than  walked  to 
the  garden,  and  found  the  private  door  which  led  into 
i^fiwn  the  bottom  of  the  back- stair  above  mentioned, 
was  wide  open.  Foil  of  vague,  but  fearful  anprehcn- 
mia,  he  rasbed  up  to  the  door  of  his  sister  s  apart- 
BMDt,  which  opened  from  her  dressing-room  to  the 
hiding-place  of  the  stair;  it  was  ajar,  and  that 
which  communicated  betwixt  the  bedroom  and  dres- 
■ag-roora  waa  half  ooen.  "  Clara,  Clara !"  exclaimed 
Xowbray,,  invoking  ner  name  rather  in  an  agony  of 
apprehension,  than  as  any  longer  hoping  for  a  reply. 
Aod  hi>  apprehension  was  but  too' prophetic. 

SGss  Mowbray  was  not  in  that  apartment ;  and, 
fiaoi  the  order  in  which  it  was  fouml,  it  was  plain  she 
had, neither  undressed  on  the  preceding  night,  nor  oc- 
capied  the,  bed.  Mowbray  struck  his  forehead  in  an 
■IMiy  of  remorse  and  fear.  "I  have  terrifled  her  to 
Math,"  he  said:  "she  has  fled  into  the  woods,  and 
pvished  there  !'^ 

Under  the  influence  of  this  apprehension,  Mowbray, 
fAer  another  hasty  glance  around  the  apartment,  as 
if  to  assure  himself  that  Clara  was  not  there,  rusncd 
tfCain  mto  the  dressing- room,  almost  overturning  the 
traveUer,  who,  in  civility,  hnd  not  ventured  to  enter 
the  inner  apartment.  You  arc  as  mad  as  a  Hama- 
/k"*  said  the  traveller ;  "  let  us  consult  together,  and 

I  an  aure  I  can  contrive" 

"ph,  d— n  your  contrivance  I"  said  Mowbray,  for- 
gnting  all  proposed  respect  in  his  natural  impntience, 
aggravated  oy  (lis  alarm ;  "  if  you  had  behaved  straight- 
fiorward,  and  like  a  man  of  common  sense,  this  would 
net  have  happened !" 

**  God  forgive  you,  young  man,  if  your  reflections 
aie  unjust^  said  tlic  traveller,  quittins  the  hold  he  had 
laid  upon  Mowbray's  coat ;  "  and  C*oa  forgive  me  too, 
a  I  have  done  wrong  while  endeavouring  to  do  for 
tne  beat !— But  may  not  Miss  Mowbray  have  gofie 
down  to  the  Well  ?  1  will  onler  uiy  horses^  and  set 
off  instantly." 

•*Do,do,'*  said  Mowbray,  recklessly:  "I  thank yoii, 
I  thank  you;"  and  hastily  trii  versing;  the  garden,  as  if 
desirous  to  get  rid  at  once  of  his  visiter  and  his  own 
thooghif^  he  took  the  shortest  rond  to  a  little  i)ostem- 
gale;  which  led  into  the  extensive  cupj*tiwo()iI,  through 
some  part  of  which  Clara  had,  caused  a  walk  to  be 
mt  to  a  hide  sumiiier-lious*.>  built  of  rough  shingles, 
covered  with  ere«  ping  slirubt*. 

As  Mowbray  liaHtmed  through  the  garden,  he  met 
the  old  man  by  whom  it  was  kept,  a  native  of  the 
•oath  country,  and  an  old  dependent  on  the  family. 
„       _      •  AftoliiBSlsnisdiaTWtof. 
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"Have you  seen  my  sister?"  said  Mowbray, hurrymg 
his  words  on  each  other  with  the  eagerness  of  ter- 
ror. 

"What's  your  wull.  St  Ronan's?"  anawered  the 
old  man,  at  once  dull  of  hearing,  and  slow  of  ap- 
prehension. 

"  Have  you  seen  Miss  Clara  ?"  shouted  Mowbray, 
and  muttered  an  oath  or  two  at  the  gardener's  stu- 
pidity. 

"  In  troth  have  I,"  replied  the  gardener,  deliberately : 
"what  suld  ail  me  to  see  Miss  Clara,  St.  Ronan's?'* 

"  When,  ond  where  ?"  eagerly  demondod  the  querist. 

"Ou,  just  yestreen,  after  tey- time— afore  ye  oani 
heme  yourself  galloping  sac  fnst,"  said  old  Joseph. 

"  I  am  as  stupid  as  he,  to  put  off  my  time  in  speak- 
ing to  such  sn  old  cabba;<e-stock  I"  said  Mowbray, 
and  hastened  on  to  the  postern-gate  already  men- 
tiuncd,  leading  from  the  garden  into  what  was  usually 
call«l  Miss  Clara's  wnlk.  Two  or  three  domestics, 
whispering  to  each  other,  and  with  countenances  that 
showed  gnef,  fear,  and  suspicion,  followed  their  mas- 
ter, desirous  to  be  employed,  yet  afraid  to  force  their 
services  on  the  tiery  young  man. 

At  the  little  postern  he  found  some  trace  of  her  he 
sought.  The  pass-kev  of  Clara  was  left  in  the  lock. 
It  was  then  plain  that  slie  must  have  passed  that  way : 
but  at  what  iiour,  or  for  what  purpose,  Mowbray  dared 
not  conji*cturc  The  pntli,  aAer  running  a  quarter  of 
a  mile  or  more  through  an  ojwn  grove  of  oaks  ond 
sycamores,  attained  the  ver^  of  the  large  brook,  and 
became  there  steep  and  roclcy,  difficult  to  the  infirm, 
and  alarming  to  the  nervous ;  often  approaching  the 
brink  of  a  precinitous  ledge  of  rock,  which  in  this 
place  overhung  the  stream,  in  some  places  brawling 
and  foaming  in  hasty  currentj  and  in  othcre  seeming 
to  slumber  in  deep  and  circular  eddii^s.  The  tempt- 
ations which  this  dangerous  srene  must  have  oflered 
an  excited  and  desperate  spirit,  came  on  Mowbray 
like  the  blight  of  the  Simoom,  and  he  slooda  moment 
to  gather  breath  and  overtime  these  horrible  antici- 
pations, ere  he  was  able  to  proceni.  His  attendants 
felt  the  snme  apprehension.  "  Puir thing— puir  tliinir! 
— O,  (jod  send  she  may  not  have  been  left  to  heriiell ! 
—God  s«?nd  she  may  have  been  upholdeni"  were 
whispered  by  Patrick  to  the  maidens,  and  by  them  to 
eoch  other. 

At  this  moment  the  old  gardener  was  heard  behind 
them,  shouting,  "Master— St.  Ronan's— Master— f 
have  fund— I  have  fund" 

"  Have  you  found  my  sister?"  exclaimed  the  brother, 
with  breathless  anxiety. 

The  old  man  did  not  answer  till  he  came  up,  and 
then,  with  his  usual  slowness  of  deliverv,  he  replied 
to  his  master's  repeated  inquiries,  "  Na,  1  naena  fond 
Miss  Clara,  but  I  hae  fund  something  ye  wad  be  wae 
to  lose— your  braw  hunting-knife." 

He  put  the  implement  into  the  hand  of  its  owner, 
who,  recollecting  the  circumstances  under  which  he 
hod  flung  it  from  him  Ia.<it  night,  ami  the  now  too 
probable  circumstances  of  that  interview,  bestowed 
on  it  a  dtwp  imprecation,  snd  ogain  buried  it  from 
him  into  the  brook.  The  domestics  looked  at  each 
other,  and  recollecting  each  at  the  same  time  that  the 
knife  waa  a  favourite  tool  of  their  master,  who  was 
rather  curious  in  such  articles,  had  little  doubt  that 
his  mind  was  aflectfd^  in  a  temporary  way  at  leas*, 
by  his  anxiety  on  his  sister's  account.  He  saw  their 
confused  and  inquisitive  looks,  and  assuming  tin 
much  coniprjsiire  nnd  presence  of  mind  as  he  roiikJ 
coniinnnd,  directed  Martha,  and  her  female  com- 
panions, to  return  and  search  the  walks  on  tho  other 
side  of  Shaws-Casfle ;  and,  Anally,  ordered  Patrick 
l)ark  ro  ring  the  bell,  "which,"  he  snid,  nssuiiiirm  a 
confid:^nce  that  he  was  fur  fnwn  entertaining.  "  inisht 
call  Miss  Mowbray  home  from  some  of  ner  long 
waiks."  He  farther  desired  his  groom  and  horwfi 
niii^lit  meet  him  at  the  <'lottering  Hrisf,  so  called 
from  a  noisy  cascade  which  wasformi-d  by  the  bn)ok. 
above  wr.icn  was  stretchi-il  a  small  fo^H-brid^e  of 
planks.  Having  thus  shnki-n  oil'  his  attendants,  he 
pmreeded  himself,  with  oil  the  speed  h^  was  impable 
of  exerting,  to  follow  out  the  path  in  which  he  was  at 
present  engaged,  which,  l>eing  a  favounte  walk  with 
his  sister,  she  might  pethapa  have  «idaiv(V«iltoi^\Biei» 
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habit,  when  in  a  itate  of  mind,  which^  he  hod  too 
much  rcofion  to  liear,  must  have  put  choice  out  of  the 
question. 

He  soon  reached  the  summer- house,  which  wss 
merely  a  seat  covered  overhead  and  on  the  sides, 
open  m  front,  and  m^ntly  pavpii  wih  pebbles.  This 
htile  bower  was  percheri,  hke  a  hawk's  nest,  almost 
upon  the  edfte  of  a  projectin;;  crag,  the  hixhcst  point 
of  the  line  of  rock  which  we  have  nuticea :  and  had 
been  selected  by  poor  Clara,  on  account  of  the  pros- 
pect which  it  commanded  down  the  valley.  One  of 
her  jcloves  lav  on  the  small  rustic  table  in  the  sum- 
mer-house. Mowbray  caught  it  eneerly  up.  It  was 
drenclicd  with  wet— the  preceding  day  had  been  dry ; 
80  that,  had  she  forgot  it  there  in  the  morning,  or  m 
theooursG  of  the  day,  it  could  not  have  been  in  that 
state.  8 he  had  certainly  been  there  during  the  night, 
when  it  rained  heavily. 

Mowbray,  thus  assured  that  Clara  had  been  in  this 
place,  while  her  passions  and  fears  were  so  much 
afloat  as  they  must  have  been  at  her  fli{^ht  from  her 
father's  house,  cast  a  hurried  and  terrified  glance 
from  the  brow  of  the  precipice  into  the  deep  stream 
that  eddied  below.  It  Mcmed  to  him  that,  in  the 
sullen  roar  of  the  water,  ho  heard  the  last  groans  of 
his  sister— the  foam-flakes  caught  his  eye,  as  if  they 
were  a  part  of  her  garments.  Rut  a  closer  exami na- 
tion showed  that  tnere  was  no  appem'nnce  oif  such  a 
catastrophe  Descending  the  patn  on  the  other  side 
of  the  bower,  he  observed  a  foot-print  in  a  place  where 
the  clay  was  inoit>t  and  uoiacious,  which,  from  the 
small  size,  and  the  shape  of  tiie  shoe,  it  oppcared  to 
him  must  be  a  trace  of  her  whom  he  sought.  He 
hurried  forward,  therefore,  with  as  much  speed,  as  yet 
permitted  him  to  look  out  keenly  for  similar  impres- 
sions, of  which  it  seemed  to  him  he  remsrked  several, 
although  less  perfect  than  the  former,  being  much 
obliterated  by  the  quantity  of  rain  that  had  since 
fallen,— a  circunistauce  seeming  to  prove  that  several 
hours  had  elapsed  since  the  person  had  passed. 

At  length,  tnrottgh  the  various  turnings  and  wind- 
ings of  a  long  and  fomontic  path,  Mowbray  found 
himself,  without  having  received  any  satisfactor}'  in- 
telligence, by  the  side  of  the  brook,  called  St.  Ronan's 
Bum,  at  the  place  where  it  was  crossed  by  foot-pas- 
sengers, by  the  Clattering  Brig,  and  by  norsemen 
through  a  ford  a  little  lower.  ,  At  this  (loint  the  fugi- 
tive might  have  cither  continued  her  wanderings 
through  her  pa  tern  nl  woods,  by  a  path  which,  after 
winding  about  a  mile,  returned  to  Shaws-Castle.  or 
she  might  have  cro«R4>d  the  bridge,  and  entered  a 
broken  horse- way,  common  to  the  public,  leading  to 
the  Aultoun  of  St.  Ronan's. 

Mowbray,  after  a  moments  consideration,  con- 
cluded that  the  last  was  her  mo5it  probable  option. 
— He  mounted  his  horse,  which  the  groom  had 
brought  down  according  to  order,  and  commanding 
the  man  to  return  bv  tlVo  fiv)tpBtn,  which  he  himself 
could  not  examine,  ne  procred<-d  to  ride  towards  the 
ford.  The  brook  was  swollen  during  the  night,  and 
the  groom  could  not  forbear  intimating  to  his  master, 
that  there  was  confiiderable  danger  in  attempting  to 
cross  it  But  Mowbray's  mind  and  feelings  were  too 
high-strung  to  permit  nim  to  listen  to  cautious  coun- 
eel.  He  spurred  the  snorting  and  reluctant  hoi-sc 
.nto  the  torrent,  though  the  water,  rising  high  on  the 
upper  side,  broke  buth  over  the  pommel  and  the 
croupe  of  his  saddle.  It  was  by  exertion  of  great 
strength  and  sagacity,  that  the  good  horse  kept  the 
ford-woy.  Had  the  stream  forced  him  down  among 
the  rocks,  which  lie  below  the  crossing-place,  the 
eonaequenccs  must  have  biM^n  fatal.  Muwbray,  how- 
ever, reached  the  opposite  mdc  in  safely,  to  the  joy 
and  admiration  of  the  servant,  who  stood  staring  at 
him  during  the  adventure.  ,  He  then  rode  hastily  to- 
wards the  Aultoun,  determined,  if  he  could  not  near 
tidings  of  his  sister  in  th;it  village,  that  he  would 
spread  the  alarm,  and  institute  n  general  search  after 
her,  since  her  elopement  from  Shaws-Castle  cuuld, 
in  that  ca<«\  no  longer  bo  concealed.  We  muRt  leave 
him,  however,  in  his  present  state  of  uncertainly,  in 
order  to  acnuaint  our  readers  with  the  reality  of  those 
evils,  which  his  foreboding  mind  and  diatiurbed  coa- 
)  could  only  antkipatOb 


CHAPTER   XXXVIII. 

THE  CATASraOPHB. 

What  ahf^ed  fhoat  m  wanderinf  throvgh  the  Btaml 

For  npv»r  did  a  niaid  uf  middk  earUi 

Chmiae  Minh  a  time  or  «pol  to  venl  tier  ■orrowa.-OM  Ftay. 

GaiEP,  shame,  confusion,  and  terror,  had  contri- 
buted to  overwhelm  the  unfortunate  Clara  Mowbray 
at  the  moment  when  she  parted  with  her  brother, 
after  the  stormy  and  dangerous  interview  which  it 
was  our  task  \o  record  in  a  former  chapter.    For 

Krars,  her  life,  her  whole  tenor  of  thought,  had  been 
aunu-d  by  the  terrible  apprehension  of  a  discovery, 
and  now  tlie  thing  which  she  feared  had  oome  upoa 
her.     The  extreme  vblence  of  her  brother,  which, 
went  so  far  as  to  menace  her  personal  safety,  had. 
united  with  the  previous  conflict  of  passions,  lo  pro- 
duce a  rapture  uf  fear,  which  probably  left  her  m^ 
other  free  ogency,  than  that  which  she  derived  fron^ 
the  blind  instinct  which  urges  flight,  as  the  readiest 
resource  in  danger. 

We  have  no  means  of  exactly  tracmg  the  coura^ 
of  this  unhappy  >'oiing  woman.    It  is  probable  aha 
fled  from  Shsws-i'astle,  on  hearing  the  arrival  of  Mr. 
Tourhwood's  rnrriage,  which  she  might  mistake  for 
that  of  T/ord  Ktherington :  and  thus,  while  Mowbrair 
was  looking  forward  to  the  hoppicr  prof^pects  whica 
the  traveller  s  narrative  stx.mcd  to  open,  his  sister  was 
contending  with  rain  and  darkness,  amidst  the  difir- 
culties  and  dangers  of  the  mountain  path  which  we 
have  described.    Th^-se  were  so  great,  that  a  young 
woman  more  delicately  brought  up,  must  cither  have 
lain  down  exhausted,  or  have  been  compelled  to  turn 
her  steijs  back  to  the  residence  she  had  abandoned. 
But  the  solitary  wanderings  of  Clara  had  inured  ber 
to  fatigue  and  to  night-walks ;  and  the  deeper  causes 
of  terror  which  ur^  her  to  flight,  rendered  her  in- 
sensilde  to  the  perils  of  her  way.    She  had  passed  the 
bower,  as  was  evident  from  her  kIovc  remaininf;  there, 
and  had  crossetl  the  fooi-bririKe;  although  it  wis 
almost  wonderful,  that,  in  so  dark  anight,  she  should 
have  followed  with  such  accuracy  a  track,  where  the 
missing  a  single  turn  by  a  cubit's  length,  might  have 
precijjitated  her  into  eternity. 

It  IS  probable,  that  Clara  s  spirits  and  strength  be 
gan  in  some  degree  to  fail  her,  after  she  had  proceeded 
a  little  way  on  the  road  to  the  Aultoun ;  for  she  had 
stopped  at  the  solitary  cottage  inhabited  by  the  ou 
female  pauper,  who  had  been  for  a  time  the  hostew 
of  the  penitent  and  dying  Hannah  Irwin.  Here,  as 
the  inmate  of  the  cottage  acknowledged,  she  had 
made  some  knoi^king,  and  she  owned  she  had  heard 
her  moan  bitterly,  as  she  entreated  for  admission. 
The  old  hag  was  one  of  those  whose  hearts  adversity 
turns  to  very  stone,  and  obstinately  keT>t  her  door 
shut,  impelled  more  probably  by  general  hatred  to  the 
human  race,  than  by  the  superstitious  fears  which 
seized  her;  although  she  per\era'ly  argued  that  she 
was  startled  at  the  supernatural  melody  and  sweet- 
ness of  tone,  with  which  the  benigtitcd  wanderer 
made  her  supplication.  She  admitted,  that  when  she 
heard  the  poor  petitioner  mm  from  the  door,  her 
heart  was  softened;  and  she  did  intend  to  open  with 
the  purpose  of  ofliTing  her  at  least  a  shelter;  but  that 
before  she  could  "  liirple  to  the  door,  and  gel  the  bar 
taken  down,"  the  unfortunate  supolicnnt  was  not  to 
be  seen ;  which  strengthened  the  old  woman's  opi- 
nion, that  the  whole  was  a  delusion  of  Satan. 

It  is  conjectured  that  the  repulsed  wanderer  made 
no  other  attempt  to  awaken  pity  or  obtain  shelter, 
until  she  came  to  Mr.  Corgill's  Manse,  in  the  upper 
room  of  which  a  light  was  still  burning,  owing  to  a 
cause  which  requires  some  explanation. 

The  reader  is  aware  of  the  reasons  which  induced 
Bulmer,  or  the  titular  Lord  Kiherington,  to  withdraw 
from  the  country  the  sole  witness,  as  he  conceived, 
who  could,  or  at  least  who  might  choose  to  bear  wit- 
nesB  to  the  frauil  which  he  had  practi»e<l  on  the  un- 
fortunate Clara  Mowbray.  Of  three  persons  present 
at  the  marriage,  besides  the  parties,  the  clf'rg>'nian 
I  was  completely  deceived.  Solmes  he  conceived  to 
be  at  his  own  exclusive  devotion ;  and  therefore,  if 
by  his  means  this  Hannah  Irwin  could  be  removed 
ihMii  the  eoeaey  ba  uswd  pbnaihly  that  all  eTidence 
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to  the  treachery  which  he  .had  practieed  wouM  be 
eAectually  stifled.  ,  Hence  his  uent,  Solines,  had 
received  a  commission,  as  the  reader  may  remember, 
to  eiiect  her  removal  without  loss  of  time,  and  had 
reported  co  his  master  that  his  efforts  had  been 
cdectuaL 

But  Solmes,  since  he  had  falleii  under  the  influ- 
CDce  of  Touchwood,  was  constantly  employed  in 
eooDteracting  the  schemes  which  he- seemed  most 
active  in  forwarding,  while  the  traveller  enjoyed  (to 
him  an  exquisite  gratification)  the  amusement  of 
ooontertnining  as  fast  as  Bulmer  could  mine,  and 
had  in  prospect  the  pleasing  anticipation  of  blowing 
op  the  pioneer  with  his  own  petard.  For  this  pur- 
pose^ as  soon  as  Touchwood  ieamcd  that  his  house 
wii  to  be  applied  to  for  the  original  deeds  left  in 
charge  bv  the  deceased  Earl  of  Etherington,  he  ex- 
pedited a  letter  directing  that  only  the  copies  should  be 
ttnt,  and  thus  rendered  nugatory  Bulmer*s  desperate 
dwgn  of  pofrsessing  himself  of  that  evidence.  For 
the  same  reason,  when  Solmes  announced  to  him  his 
mwter's  anxious  wish  to  have  Hannah  Irwin  con- 
vejed  out  of  the  country,  he  appointed  him  to  cause 
the  sick  woman  to  be  carefully  transported  to  the 
Shnse,  where  Mr.  Caigill  was  easily  induced  to  give 
ker  temporary  refuge. 

To  this  good  man.  who  might  bo  termed  an  Israel- 
ite without  guile,  the  distress  of,  the  unhappy  wo- 
BMO  would  nnvc  proved  a  sufficient  recommends- 
lioD;  nor  was  he  hkoly  to  have  inquired  whether  her 
Bilady  might  not  be  infectious,  or  to  have  made  any 
of  those  other  previous  investigations  which  are  some- 
times dogs  upon  the  bounty  or  hospitality  of  more  pru- 
deot  philanthropists.  But  to  interest  him  yet  farther, 
Xr.  Touchwood  informed  him  bv  letter  that  the  pa- 
tient (not  otherwise  unknown  to  him)  was  possessed 
of  certain  most  material  information  affecting  a  fami-' 
If  of  honour  and  consequence,  and  that  hehimscU; 
with  Mr.  Mowbray  of  St.  Ronan's  in  the  quality  of  a 
Mgiatrate,  intended  to  be  at  the  Manse  that  evening, 
to  take  her  declaration  upon  this  important  subject 
Soch  indeed  was  the  traveller's  purpose,  which  might 
btTebc«n  carried  into  effect,  but  for  his  own  self-im- 
Mtant  love  of  mancBuvring  on  the  one  part,  and  the 
Bery  impatience  of  Mowbray  on  the  other,  which,  as 
the  reader  k  nows,  sent  the  one  at  full  gallop  to  Shaws- 
Cifede,  and  obliged  the  other  to  follow  him  post  haste. 
lUa  necessity  he  intimated  to  the  clersyman  by  a 
aoiB,  which  he  despatched  express  as  he  himself  was 
in  the  act  of  stepping  into  the  chaise. 

He  reqMested  that  the  most  particular  attention 
ihould  be  paid  to  the  invalid— promised  to  be  at  the 
Xaaae  with  Mr.  Mowbray  early  on  the  morrow— 
lad,  with  the  lingering  and  inveterate  self-conceit 
which  always  induced  him  to  conduct  every  thing 
with  his  own  hand,  directed  his  friend,  Mr.  Cargill, 
not  to  proceed  to  take  the  sick  woman  s  declaration 
oroonleasion  until  he  arrived,  unless  in  case  of  ex- 
tremity. 

h  had  been  an  easy  matter  for  Solmes  to  transfer 
the  invalid  from  the  wretched  cottage  to  the  clergy- 
man's Manse.  The  first  appearance  of  the  associate 
of  much  of  her  guilt  had  indeed  terrified  her;  but  he 
foupled  not  to  assure  her,  that  his  penitence  was 
cnuu  to  her  own,  and  that  he  was  conveying  her 
^4ere  their  k>int  deposition  would  be  formally  re- 
ceived, in  oraer  that  they  might,  so  far  as  possible, 
ttODe  for  the  evil  of  which  they  had  been  jointly 
ffilty.  He  also  promised  her  hind  usage  for  herself 
tod  wa^port  for  her  children ;  and  she  willinglv  ac- 
eompanicd  him  to  the  clerg>'man's  residence,  hehim- 
*elf  resolving  to  abide  in  concealment  the  issue  of 
the  mjretery,  without  again  facing  his  master,  whose 
lUr,  as  he  well  diM*erncd,  was  about  to  shoot  speedily 
frnn  its  exalted  sphere. 

Theder^man  visited  the  unfortunate  patient,  as 
he  had  done  fre(|uenily  during  her  residence  in  his 
^nity,  and  desired  that  she  might  be  carefally  at- 
j^ded.  During  the  whole  dsy,  she  seemed  better: 
JUt  whether  the  means  of  supporting  her  exhausted 
June  had  been  too  liberally  administered,  or  whether 
o>e  thoughts  which  gnawed  her  consuience  hsd  re- 
ined with  double  severity  when  she  was  released 
BVft  the  ynuun  of  immadiatB  want,  it  ia  certain 


that,  about  midnight,  the  fever  began  to  gain  ground, 
and  the  person  piaced  in  attendance  on  her  came  to 
inform  the  clergyman,  then  deeply  engaged  with  tho 
siege  of  Ptolemais,  that  she  doubted  if  the  woman 
would  live  till  morning,  and  that  she  had  something 
lay  heavy  at  her  heart,  which  she  wished,  as  the  emis- 
sary expressed  it,  "  to  make  a  clean  breast  of"  be- 
fore she  died,  or  lost  possession  of  her  senses. 

Awakened  by  such  a  crisis,  Mr.  Cargill  at  once  be> 
came  a  man  ot  this  world,  clear  in  his  apprehension, 
and  cool  in  his  resolution,  as  he  always  was  when 
the  path  of  duty  lay  before  him.  Comprehending^ 
from  the  various  hints  of  his  friend  Touchwood,  thaC 
the  matter  was  of  the  Isst  conse9uence,  his  own  huma- 
nitv.  as  well  as  inexperience,  dictated  his  sending  for 
skiitul  assistance.  His  man-servant  was  according- 
ly despatched  on  horseback  to  the  Well  for  Dr.  (iuack- 
leben;  while,  upon  the  suggestion  of  one  of  hi« 
maida,  "  that  Mrs.  Dods  was  an  uncommon  skeely 
body  about  n  sick-bed,*'  the  wench  was  dismissed  tc 
suppUcate  the  assistance  of  the  gudewife  of  the  Clei- 
kum,  which  she  was  not,  indeed,  wont  to  refuse 
wlicncver  it  could  be  useful.  The  male  emisaaiy 
prove(l,  in  Scottish  phrase,  a  "corbie  messenger;" 
for  either  he  did*  not  nnd  the  doctor^  or  he  founa  him 
better  engaged  than  to  attend  the  sick-bed  of  a  pau- 
per, at  a  request  which  promised  such  slight  remune- 
ration BS  that  of  a  parish  minister.  But  the  female 
ambassador  was  more  successful;  for,  though  she 
found  our  friend  Luckie  Dods  preparing  for  bed  at  an 
hour  unusually  late,  in  conseauence  ot  some  anxiety 
on  account  of  Mr.  Touchwood's  unexpected  absence, 
the  good  old  dame  only  growled  a  little  about  the 
minister's  fancies  in  taking  puir  bodies  into  his  own 
house;  and  then,  instantly  donning  cloak,  hood,  and 
pattens,  marcherl  down  the  gate  with  all  the  speed  of 
the  good  SamariUn,  one  maid  bearing  the  lantern 
before  her,  while  the  other  remainea  to  keep  the 
house,  and  to  attend  to  the  wants  of  Mr.  Tyrrel,  who 
engaged  willingly  to  sit  up  to  receive  Mr.  Touch- 


But,  ere  Dame  Dods  hsd  arrived  at  the  Manse,  the 
patient  had  summoned  Mr.  Cargill  to  her  presence, 
and  required  him  to  write  her  confession  while  she 
had  life  and  breath  to  make  it. 

"  For  I  believe,'*  she  added,  raising  herself  in  the 
bed,  and  rolling  her  eyes  wildly  around,  "  that,  were  I 
to  confess  my  guilt  to  one  of  a  less  sacrrd  character, 
the  Evil  Spirit,  whose  servant  I  have  been,  woi^Jd 
carr>'  away  his  prey,  both  body  and  soul,  before  the/ 
had  severwl  from  each  other,  however  short  the  space 
that  they  must  remain  in  partnership  I" 

Mr.  Cargill  would  have  spoken  some  ghostly  con- 
solation, but  she  answered  with  pettish  impatience, 
"  Waste  not  words- waste  not  words !— Let  me  speak 
that  which  I  must  tell,  and  sign  it  with  my  hand ;  and 
do  you,  as  the  more  immediate  servant  of  God,  and 
therefore  bound  to  bear  witness  to  the  truth,  take  heed 
you  write  that  which  I  tell  you,  and  nothing  else.  I 
desired  to  have  told  this  to  St.  Ronan's— I  have  even 
made  some  progress  in  telling  it  to  others— but  I  am 
glad  I  broke  short  off— for  I  know  you,  Josiah  Cargill, 
though  you  have  long  forgotten  me." 

"  It  may  be  so,"  said  Cargill.  "  I  have  mdeed  no 
recollection  of  you." 

"  You  once  knew  Hannah  Irwin,  though,"  said  the 
sick  woman,  "  who  was  companion  and  relation  to 
Miss  Clara  Mowbray,  and  who  was  present  with  her 
on  that  sinful  night,  when  she  was  wedded  in  the 
kirk  of  St.  Ronan's."       ^ 

"  Do  voii  mean  to  say  that  you  are  that  person  ?" 
said  Cargill,  holding  the  candle  so  as  to  throw  some 
light  on  the  face  of  the  sick  woman.  "  I  cannot  be- 
hevcit."  .    ,     , 

"No*?"  replied  the  penitent;  "there  is  indeed  a 
difference  between  wickedness  in  the  act  of  carrjring 
through  its  successful  machination^  and  wickednese 
surrounded  by  all  the  horrors  of  a  death-bed  V* 

"  Do  not  yet  despair,"  said  Cargill.  "  Grace  is  om- 
nipotent—to doubt  this  is  in  itself  a  great  crime." 

^'  Be  it  so !— I  cannot  help  it !— my  heart  is  hardened. 
Mr.  Cargill ;  and  there  is  something  here,"  she  pressed 
her  bosom,  *'  which  tells  me,  that,  wiih  prolonged  lilb 
and  renewed  health,  even  my  present  agonies  woi^kl 
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be  fer{^tteii,  and  I  shonld  become  the  snme  I  have 
been  'Iwfore.  I  have  reK'ctecl  the  ofl'cT  of  Rrace,  Mr. 
Cargill,  and  not  ihrousn  ignorance,  for  I  havp  sinned 
witu  my  eyes  open.    Care  not  for  ine,  then,  who  am 

■  mere  outcnnt."  He  again  endtavourrtl  lo  interrupt  i 
her,  but  ahe  continued,  "  Or  if  you  really  wiuh  my  wel-  | 
fiirc,  ict  ine  n>li(ve  my  bosom  of  that  which  preaat^it, 
and  it  mav  be  that  I  ahall  ihcn  he  better  able  lo  liaien 
to  you.  You  aay  you  rvmemlKT  me  not— hut  if  1  teli 
you  liow  often  you  nifuoed  to  perform  in  secret  the  of- 
fice which  wua  required  of  you— how  nnich  youun;ed 
that  it  was  against  your  canonical  nilea— tf  I  name 
the  argument  to  which  you  >'itldcd— and  remind  you 
of  your  purpoae,  to  acknowledge  your  tranagreaaion  to 
your  brethrf'n  in  the  church  cuurta,  to  nlend  your  ex- 
cuae.  and  aubmit  to  their  cenauro,  which  you  auid 
could  not  be  a  light  one— you  will  l)e  then  aware,  that, 
in  the  voice  of  the  niiaernble  pauper,  you  hoar  the 
words  of  the  once  artful,  gay,  and  apecioua  Hannah 
Irwin." 

"I  allow  it— I  allow  it!"  said  Mr.  Cnrpill;  "I  ad- 
roit the  tokena,  and  believe  you  to  be  indird  her  whoac 
name  you  assume." 

"Then  one  painful  atep  is  over,"  aaid  she;  "for  I 
would  ere  now  have  lightened  my  conscirnce  by  con- 
ieasion,  saving  for  the  curaed  pride  of  spirit,  which 
was  aahamcd  of  poverty,  thouuh  it  had  not  shrunk 
from  guilt. —Well—In  thei»e  arguments,  which  were 
ui^'d  to  you  by  a  youth  best  known  to  yon  by  the 
name  of  Francis  Tyrrcl,  though  more  properly  enti- 
tled to  that  of  Valentine  Bulnitrr,  we  practised  on  you 
a  base  and  grosa  deception.— Did  you  not  hear  some 
one  aigh  7—1  hope  there  is  no  one  in  the  room— I  trust 
I  ahall  die  when  my  confession  is  signed  and  seale<l, 
without  my  name  being  dragg(>d  through  the  public— 
I  hope  yc  bring  not  in  your  menialH  to  gaac  on  my 
abject  miser}'— I  cannot  brook  thnt." 

She  paused  and  listened;  for  the  ear^  usually  deaf- 
ened by  pain,  is  sometimes,  on  the  contrar)',  rendered 
morbidly  acute.  Mr.  Caruili  asHurofi  her,  there  was 
no  one  present  but  himself.  "  But,  O,  most  miiinppy 
woman !"  he  said,  "  what  docs  your  introduction  pre- 
pare me  to  expi'ct !" 

"  Your  expectation,  be  it  ever  «>  ominous,  shall  be 
fully  aalisficd.  I  was  the  guilty  confidant  of  the  false 
Francis  TyrR'l.  Clani  loved  the  true  one.  When  tlu; 
fatal  ceremony  pass(>d,  the  bride  and  the  cler;iy!nan 
were  deceived  alike— and  I  wuh  the  wrenh— the,  fiend 
—who,  aidins;  another  yet  blacker,  if  blacker  could 
be— mainly  helped  to  accomplish  this  curelesa  mi- 
aerv!" 

Wretch!"  exclaimed  the  clerjn'man,  "and  had 
you  not  then  done  enough?— >^ny  did  yo»i  expose 
the  betrothed  of  one  brother  to  become  the  wile  of 
another  ?" 

"I  acted,"  aaid  tlie  aick  woman,  "only  as  Buhner 
instructed  me;  but  I  had  to  do  with  a  master  of  the 
game.  He  contrived,  by  his  agent  80] mes,  lo  match 
me  with  a  husband  imposed  on  me  by  his  devices  as 

■  man  of  fortune— a  wretch,  who  maltreated  me— 

Klundered  me— sold  me.  Oh !  if  fiends  laugh,  as  I 
ave  heard  they  can,  what  a  jubilee  of  scorn  will  there 
be,  when  Bulmcr  and  I  enter  their  place  of  torture ! 
Hark !  I  am  sure  of  it— some  one  drawa  breath,  as  if 
Bhudderin{«!" 

"You  will  distract  yom-self  if  you  give  way  to  these 
iancies.  Be  calm— speak  on— but,  on !  at  last,  and  for 
once,  speak' the  truth!" 

"I  will,  for  it  will  beat  gratify  my  hatred  against 
him,  who,  having  first  robbed  me  ot  my  virtue,  made 
me  a  sport  and  a  phinder  to  the  basest  of  the  snciMes. 
For  that  I  wandenxl  here  to  unmask  him.  I  had  heard 
he  again  stirred  his  suit  to  Clara,  and  I  came  hereto 
tell  young  Mowbray  the  whole.  But  do  v6u  wonder 
that  I  shmnk  from  doing  so  till  this  last  aeci«ivc  mo- 
ment?—I  thought  of  my  conduct  to  Clara,  and  how 
could  I  face  her  brother?  And  vet  I  hateii  her  not 
after  I  learned  her  utter  wreichefjness—  her  deep  mi- 
sery, verging  even  upon  madness— I  hated  her  not 
then.  I  was  sorry  that  she  was  not  to  fall  to  the  lot 
of  a  better  man  than  Bulmer;— and  I  pitied  her  after 
siie  was  rescuiti  by  Tyrrel,  and  you  may  remember  it 
waa  I  who  prevailed  on  you  to  conceal  her  maniage." 

"  I  remember  it,"  answered  Cargill,  "  and  thai  you 


alleged,  as  a  reason  for  secrecy,  danger  from  her  fa- 
mily. 1  did  conceal  it.  until  n>port8  that  she  was  again 
to  be  married  reached  my  ears." 

"  Well,  then,"  said  the  sick  woman,  "Clara  Mow- 
bray ought  to  fonrivc  me— since  what  ill  1  have  done 
her  was  inevitable,  while  the  good  I  did  was  volnn' 
taij.  I  must  see  her,  Josiah  Cargill,— 1  must  see  her 
before  I  die— I  shall  ne\'er  pray  till  I  sec  her— I  shall 
never  profit  by  word  of  godhness  till  I  see  her!  If  I 
cannot  obtain  the  pardon  of  a  worm  like  myaelf^  how 
can  I  hope  for  tliat  of" 

She  started  at  these  words  with  a  faint  scream ;  for 
slowly,  and  with  a  feeble  hand,  the  curtains  of  the  bed 
opposite  to  the  side  at  which  Caivill  sat,  wereopened, 
and  the  figure  of  Clara  Mowbray,  her  clothes  and  long 
hair  drenched  ami  dripping  with  rain,  stood  in  thin 
opening  by  the  Iwdside.  The  dying  woman  aai  up- 
right, her  e>'es  starting  from  incir  sockets,  her  lips 
mjivering.  her  face  pale,  her  emaciated  hands  grasping 
tne  bed-clotht  s,  as  if  to  support  herself  anifluoKing 
as  nuich  aghast  as  if  her  confession  had  called  up  the 
apparition  of  her  betrayed  friend. 

"  Hannah  Irwin,"  said  Clara,  with  her  usual  sweet- 
ness  of  lone,  "  my  early  friend— my  unprovoked  ene* 
my !  Betake  thee  to  Iiim  who  halh  pardon  for  us  all, 
and  betake  thee  with  confidence— for  I  pardon  you  as 
freely  as  if  you  had  never  wronged  me— as  frerly  as  I 
desire  my  own  pardon.    Fare* well— Farewell !" 

She  retinxl  from  the  room,  ere  the  clergyman  could 
convince  himself  that  it  was  more  than  a  phantom 
which  he  beheld.  He  ran  down  stairs— he  summoned 
assistants^  but  no  one  coukl  attend  his  call ;  for  the 
deep  nicklmg  groans  of  the  patient  satisfied  cvvry  one 
that  she  was  breathing  her  hist ;  and  Mrs.  Doda, 
with  the  maid-sor\*ant,  ran  into  the  bedroom,  to  wit- 
ness the  death  of  Hannah  Irwin,  which  shortly  after 
took  place. 

That  event  had  scarcely  occurred,  when  the  maid- 
servant who  had  been  left  in  the  inn,  cnmedown  in 
gn*at  terror  to  acquaint  her  mistrtss,  that  a  lady  harl 
entered  the  house.like  a  ghost,  and  was  dying  in  Mr. 
Tyrrel' s  room.  The  truth  of  the  story  we  must  tell 
our  owii  way. 

In  the  irregular  state  of  Miss  BTowbray's  mind,  a 
less  violent  iiniiulse  than  that  which  she  had  receiviii 
from  her  bnjtntr's  a rbilrnr>' violence,  added  to  i}\e 
fatigues,  dangers,  and  i*;nors  of  her  night-walk,  ini;;ht 
have  exliausted  ihi*  powt  rs  of  her  body,  and  alienated 
tho.se  of  her  mind.  We  have  before  snid,  that  the 
lights  in  the  clergyman's  house  had  probnbk  aitroctefl 
her  attention,  and  in  the  temporary  confusion  of  n 
family,  never  remarkable  for  its  rt^nlarity,  she  c.isily 
mounted  the  stairs,  and  entered  the  sick  ehamber  un- 
discovereii,  and  thus  ovcHieard  Hannah  Irwin>  con- 
fession, a  talc  sufficient  to  have  gre>ai!y  aggravatcU 
her  mental  nialudy. 

We  have  no  means  of  knowing  whether  she  ac- 
tually sought  TjTrel,  or  whether  it  was,  as  in  the- 
former  case,  the  cireumstance  of  a  light  still  biiminp: 
where  all  around  was  dark,  that  .ittraeted  her;  bitt 
her  next  apparition  was  close  by  the  side  of  her  un- 
fortunate lover,  then  deeply  engaged  in  writing,  when 
something  suddenly  gleamed  on  a  large,  old-fasfiioni.-d 
mirror,  which  hung  on  the  wall  opposite.  He  lookecl 
up,  ana  sawthcfii^ureof  Clara,  holding  n  light  (which 
siie  had  taken  fhrni  the  passa^'e)  in  her  extendetj 
hand.  He  stood  for  an  instant  wiih  his  eyes  fixed  on 
thiafonrful  shadow,  ere  he  dared  turn  round  on  tli-- 
substance  which  was  thus  refleettd.  When  he  diif 
so,  the  fixed  and  pallid  countenance  almost  inipre»iiit>il 
him  with  the  bi>lief  that  he  savy  a  vision,  and  ho  shi:r- 
den^l  when,  stooping  l>esidc  him,  she  i<H>k  his  hand. 
"  Come  away  I"  she  said,  in  a  hurried  voiee— "  Conn- 
nway,  my  brother  follows  to  kill  us  l>oth.  f-omc. 
Tyninl,letusfly—weshallea.^ily  escape  him.— Hannah 
Irwin  is  on  wfon— hut,  if  we  are  overtaken.  1  will 
havi'  no  more  fighting— vou  must  promise  me  that  ^v 
shall  not— we  have  had  out  too  much  of  that— but  you 
will  he  wise  in  future." 

" Clara  Mowbray r*  exclaimed  Tyrrel.  "Alas!  is 
it  thus?— Stay— do  not  go,"  for  she  turned  to  make 
her  escape—"  stay— stay— sit  down." 

"  I  must  go,"  she  replied,  "  I  must  go— I  am  called 
—Hannah  Irwin  is  gone  before  to  tdl  ail,  and  I  must 
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iblloir.  Will  you  not  lot  me  go?— Nny,  if  jrou  will 
bold  me  by  force,  I  know  I  must  sit  dtm-n— out  you 
will  not  be  able  to  keep  me  for  all  thai." 

A  convulsion  fit  followed,  and  seemed,  bv  its  vio> 
lence,  to  ciplain  that  she  was  indeed  bound  for  the 
last  and  darksome  journey.  The  maid,  who  at  length 
answered  Tyrrel's  carausl  and  rer^ated  summons, 
fled  terrified  at  the  scene  she  witncs^eil,  and  corned 
CO  Che  Manse  the  alarm  which  we  before  mentioned. 

Tlie  old  landlady  was  compelled  to  exchange  one 
scene  of  sorrow  for  another,  wondering;  within  herself 
whiit  fvtality  could  have  marked  this  smgle  night 
with  so  much  miserv.  When  she  arrived  nt  home, 
what  was  her  asronishmcnt  to  find  there  the  daughter 
of  the  house,  which,  even  in  their  alienation,  she  hnd 
never  ceased  to  love,  in  a  state  little  short  of  dis- 
tractioo,  and  tended  by  Tyrrel,  whose  state  of  mind 
aoemed  scarce  more  composed  than  that  of  the  un- 
happy (laticnt.  The  oddities  of  Mrs.  Dods  were  merc^ly 
the  rust  which  had  accumulated  nix>n  her  character, 
but  without  impairing  its  native  strength  and  energy ; 
and  her  sympathies  were  not  uf  a  kind  acute  enough 
to  disable  her  from  thinking  and  acting  as  decisively 
■s  circumstances  required. 

*•  Mr.  Tyrrel,"  she  said,  "  this  is  nne  sight  for  men 
folk— ye  niRun  rise  and  annst  to  another  room." 

"  I  will  not  stir  from  her,"  said  T>Trel— "  I  will  not 
remove  from  her  cither  now,  or  as  long  as  she  or  I 
may  Uve." 

,"That  will  he  nae  lang  space,  Maister  Tyrrel,  if  ye 
winna  be  ruled  by  common  sense." 

Tyrrel  started  up,  as  if  half  comprehending  what 
she  said,  but  remained  motionless. 

"Come,  come,"  said  the  compassionate  landlady; 
*'  do  not  stand  looking  on  a  sight  soir  enough  to  break 
a  harder  heart  than  vours,  hinny— your  ain  sense  tells 
yc,  ye  canna  stay  ntre— Miss  Clara  shall  he  weel 
careil  for,  and  I'll  bring  word  to  your  room-door  frae 
half-hour  to  half-hour  now  she  is." 

The  necessity  of  the  case  was  undeniable,  and 
T>'rrcl  tutfercd  himself  to  be  led  to  another  npartinent. 
leaving  Miss  Mowbray  to  the  care  of  the  hostess  and 
her  female  assistants.  He  ctjunted  the  honrn  in  nn 
ajQ>ny,  less  by  the  watch  than  by  the  vi.siLs  which 
Mrs.  Doiis,  faithful  to  her  promise,  made  frum  inter- 
val 10  interval,  to  tell  him  that  Clara  was  not  better— 
that  she  was  worse— and,  at  last,  that  she  did  not 
chink  she  could  live  over  morning.  It  required  all  the 
deprecatory  infl<ience  of  the  good  landlady  to  restrain 
Tyrrel,  who,  calm  and  cold  un  common  ocraKions, 
was  propc»rtionally  fierce  and  impetuous  when  his 
passions  were  afloat,  from  bursting  into  the  room,  and 
ascertaining,  with  his  own  eyes,  the  state  of  the  be- 
loved patient.  At  length  there  wns  a  long  interval— 
un  inturval  of  hours— so  long  indeed,  that  Tyrrel 
caught  from  it  the  flattering  hope  that  Clam  Hlupt, 
and  that  sleep  might  bring  refresjiment  both  to  mind 
and  hotly.  Mrs.  Dods,  he  cunclnded,  was  prevented 
from  moving,  Uvr  fearof  disnirbingher  patient's  slum- 
ber; ami,  as  if  actuated  by  the  same  feelint;  which  he 
Imnuk?d  to  hur,  lie  ceased  to  traverse  lii.<4  Apartment, 
at  his  agitation  hnd  hitherto  dictated,  and  thixiwing 
faim^f  into  a  chair,  forlmre  to  move  even  u  tinker, 
and  withheld  his  respiration  a.s  murh  as  jutssible.  just 
nn  if  he  hoil  l>ei-n  fwRted  hy  the  pillow  of  the  piitieiil. 
Momini^  was  far  advanced,  when  hi.4  Iniidlady  ap- 
peKnnl  ill  his  room  with  a  grave  and  anxious  coun- 
lennnre. 

"Mr.  Tyrrel,"  she  said,  "ye  arc  :i  Christian  nw^n." 

"Hush,  hush,  for  Heaven's  sake!"  he  nplit-d ; 
"  yon  will  disturi)  3Ilss  Mowbray." 

'••  Nnt'thiiig  will  di.«*tiirh  her,  pair  thing,"  onswcrod 
Mrs.  r>oda;  "they  have  muckic  to  answer  for  that 
liruu'^ht  her  to  thisf 

"  Thoy  have— they  have  indeed,"  snid  Tyrrel,  strik- 
ing nis  fnn.*hi4id  ;  'nnd  I  will  stie  ht-r  avenged  on 
evi'.rv  oni*  of  them !— Can  I  see  her?" 

"  Hetier  not— better  not,"  said  the  good  woman  ; 
but  he  hurst  from  her,  and  rushed  into  tlie  apartment. 
"Is  lite  gone?— Is  ever>'  spark  extinct 7"  he  ex- 
claimed eagi  rly  to  a  country  surgeon,  a  M-nsiblo  man, 
who  had  been  summoned  from  March thurn  in  the 
cuursH  of  the  night.  The  molica!  man  shook  his 
lieMi— Tyrrel  rualicd  to  the  bedaido,  and  was  coo- 


vinced  by  his  own  eyes  that  the  being  whose  sorrows 
he  had  both  caused  and  shared,  was  now  insensible 
to  all  earthly  calamity.  He  raised  almost  a  shriek  of 
despair,  as  he  threw  himself  on  the  pnle  hand  of  the 
corpse,  wet  it  with  tears,  devoured  it  with  kisses,  and 
plnved  for  a  short  time  the  part  of  a  distracted  person. 
At  leiigth,  on  the  repeated  expostulatmn  of  all  present, 
he  sunered  himself  to  he  ogam  conducted  to  another 
apartment,  the  surgeon  allowing,  anxious  to  give 
such  sad  consolation  as  the  case  admitted  of. 

"As  you  are  so  deeply  concerned  for  the  untimely 
fate  of  this  >'oung  lady,  he  said,  "  it  may  be  some 
satisfaction  to  you,  though  a  melancholy  one,  to 
know  that  it  has  bc-en  occasioned  by  a  pressure  ou 
the  brain,  probably  accompanic-d  by  a  suffusion;  and 
I  feel  authorized  in  stating  from  the  symptoms,  that 
if  life  had  been  spared,  reason  would,  in  all  probability, 
never  have  retum:'d.  In  such  g  case,  sir,  the  moat 
aflVctionate  relation  must  own,  that  death,  in  com- 
parison to  life,  is  a  mercy." 

"Mercy?"  answered  Tyrrel;  "but  why,  then,  is  it 
denied  to  me?— I  know— I  know !— My  nic  is  spared 
till  I  revenge  her." 

He  started  from  his  seat,  and  hurried  eagerly  do¥m 
stairs.  But.  as  he  was  about  to  rush  from  the  door 
of  the  irm,  he  was  stopped  by  Touchwood,  who  had 
just  alifrhted  from  a  carriage,  with  an  air  of  stem 
anxiety  imprinted  on  his  features.  vtTy  diflTercnt  from 
their  usual  expression.  "  Whither  would  ye?  Whither 
would  ye?"  he  said,  laying  hold  of  Tyrrel,  and  stop- 
ping liim  by  force. 

'*  For  revenge— for  revenge !"  said  Tyrrel,  "  Give 
way,  I  charge  you,  on  your  peril !" 

''^  Vengeance  belongs  to  (xod^"  replied  the  old  man, 
"and  his  bolt  has  fallen.— This  way— this  way,"  he 
continued,  dragging  Tyrrel  into  the  htmse.  "  Know," 
he  said,  so  sooii  as  ho  had  led  or  forced  him  into  ■ 
cliuniher,  "that  Mowhray  of  St  Ronan's  has  met 
Buhner  within  this  half  hour,  and  has  killed  him  on 
the  spot." 

"  Killed  ?— whom  ?"  answered  the  bewildered  Tyr- 
rel. 

"  Valentine  Bulmcr,  the  titular  Earl  of  Ethering- 
ton." 

"  Vou  hring  tidings  of  death  to  the  house  of  death," 
answi^red  'IVrrel ;  '*  and  there  is  nothing  in  this  wond 
left  that  1  should  live  for!" 


CHAPTER  XXXIX. 

CONCLUSION. 

Here  mnw  we  to  oar  cloM-for  that  wtiidi  follows 
In  but  the  tiiln  of  dull,  unvaried  mivery. 
Hloop  cran  nnil  licacllonc  Ijnna  majr  r-ourt  the  peneil. 
I.iku  •udifon  hniw,  dark  HotM,  and  Mtruiifv  advonturoi  ; 
Rut  who  would  paint  the  dull  and  fiig-wraiit  raoor, 
In  ii4  lonftraclc  of  ctonl  deaolaUun  7— OM  Plcjf. 

When  Mowbray  crossed  the  brook,  as  we  have 
already  detailed,  his  mind  was  in  that  wayward  and 
unreriain  Kiate,  which  seeks  somethinK  whereon  to 
ytnt  the  self-engendered  rage  with  which  it  labourai, 
like  a  volcano  Ix'fore  eruption.  On  a  sudden,  a  shot 
or  two,  followetl  hy  loud  voices  and  laughter,  reminded 
him  he  had  promiw^d,  at  that  hour,  and  in  that 
Sftiuf'i^icrixl  place,  to  decide  a  het  respecting  pistol- 
shooting,  to  which  the  titular  Lord  Etherington, 
JekyI,  and  Ccptain  Mac  Turk,  to  whom  such  a 
pastime  was  ix'.culiariy  congenial,  were  parties  ae 
well  as  himself.  The  prospect  this  recollection  af- 
fonled  him.  of  vengeance  on  the  man  whom  he  re- 
gardr  d  as  the  author  of  his  sister's  wrongs,  was,  in 
tin;  pn^sent  state  of  his  mind,  too  temptmg  to  be 
reliRquisliMl ;  and,  setting  spurs  to  his  horse,  he 
nishod  through  the  copse  to  the  little  glade,  wnirs 
he  found  the  other  parties,  who,  despairing  of  Im 
arrival,  had  already  begun  thuir  aiiiusemenL  A 
jubih  c  shout  was  set  up  as  he  approached. 

"  Here  comes  Mowhray^  dripping,  by  Cot,  like  • 
watering-pan,"  said  Captain  MaeTurk. 

"  I  fear  him  not,"  said  Etherington,  (we  may  t* 
well  still  call  him  so,)  "he  has  ridden  too  fa«t  to 
have  steady  nerves." 

"  We  sliall  Boon  see  that,  my  I^rd  Etherington  ot 
rather  Mr.  Valeodne  Bulmerv"  laid  Uovt^Hx^ 
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ing  from  hk  hone,  and  throwing  the  bridle  over  the 
boufthofa  tree. 

"What  does  this  mean,  Mr.  Moivbray  T'  Baid  Ethe^ 
ringtofi,  drawing  himself  up,  while  Jekyl  and  Coptain 
MacTurk  looked  at  each  other  in  surprise. 

**It  means,  sir,  that  you  are  a. rascal  and  impos- 
tor," replied  Mowbray,  "  who  have  assumed  a  name 
to  which  you  have  no  right." 

"That,  Mr.  Mowbray,  is  an  insult  I  cannot  carry 
ftrther  than  this  spot, '^  said  Rtherington. 

"  If  you  had  been  willing  to  do  so.  you  should  have 
carried  with  it  something  still  harder  to  be  borne," 
answered  Mowbray. 

"  Enouirh,  enough,  niy  good  sir ;  no  use  in  spur- 
ring a  wilting  horse.— Jekyl,  you  will  have  the  kmd- 
ness  to  stand  by  me  in  this  matter?" 

"Certainly,  my  lord,"  said  Jekyl. 

**  And,  as  there  seems  to  be  no  chance  of  taking  up 
the  matter  amicably,"  said  the  pacific  Captain  Mac- 
Turk,  "I  will  be  moflt  happy,  so  help  me,  to  assist 
my  worthy  friend,  Mr.  Mowbray  of  St  Ronan*s, 
with  my  countenance  and  advice.— Very  Root  chance 
that  we  were  here  with  the  necessary  weapons,  since 
it  would  have  been  an  unpleasant  thing  to  have  such 
an  affair  long  upon  the  stomach,  any  more  than  to 
settle  It  without  witnesses." 

"I  would  fain  know  first,"  said  Jekyl,  "what  all 
this  sudden  heat  has  arisen  about." 

"About  nothing,"  said  Etherington,  "except  a 
mare's  nest  of  Mr.  Mowbray's  discovenng.  He  al- 
ways knew  his  sister  played  the  madwoman,  and  he 
has  now  heard  a  report,  1  suppose,  that  she  has  like- 
wise in  her  time  played  the       fool." 

"  O,  crimini  T*  cried  Captain  MacTurk,  *'  my  good 
Captain,  let  us  pe  loading  and  measuring  out— for,  by 
my  soul,  if  these  sweetmeats  be  passmg  between 
them,  it  is  only  the  twa  ends  of  a  nandk^^a'  that 
can  serve  the  liini'-Cot  tamn !" 

With  such  friendly  intentions,  the  ground  was  has- 
tily meted  out.  Each  was  well  known  as  an  excel- 
lent shot ;  and  the  Captain  offered  a  bet  to  Jf  kyl  of  a 
mutchkin  of  Glenlivat,  that  both  would  fall  by  the 
first  fire.  The  event  showed  that  he  was  nearly 
right ;  for  the  ball  of  Lord  Etherington  grazed  Mow- 
bray's templ&  at  the  very  second  of  time  when  Mow- 
bray's pierced  his  heart.  He  sprung  a  yard  from  the 
ground,  and  fell  down  a  dead  man.  Mowbmy  stood 
fixed  like  a  pillar  of  stone,  his  arm  dropped  to  his 
nde,  his  hand  still  clenched  on  the  weapon  of  death, 
reeking  at  the  touch-hole  and  muzzle.  Jekvl  ran  to 
raise  and  support  his  fiiend.  and  Captain  MncTurk, 
having  adjusted  his  spectacles,  stooped  on  one  knee 
to  look  him  in  the  face.  "  We  should  have  had  Dr. 
Quackleben  here,"  he  said,  wiping  his  glasses,  and 
returning  them  to  the  shagreen  case,  ^' thou^th  it 
would  have  been  only  for  form's  sake— for  he  is  as 
dead  as  a  toor-nail,  poor  boy.— But  come,  Mowbray, 
my  bairn,"  he  said,  ta^ng  him  by  the  arm, "  we  must 
be  ganging  our  am  gait,  you  and  me,  before  waur 
comes  of  it- 1  have  a  bit  powney  here,  and  y;ou  have 
your  horse  till  we  get  to  Marchthom.— Captain  Jekyl, 
I  wish  you  a  good  morning.  Will  you  have  my  um- 
brella back  to  the  inn,  for  I  surmeese  it  is  going  to 
raia?" 

Mowbray  had  not  ridden  a  hundred  yards  with  his 
guide  and  companion,  when  he  drew  his  bridle,  and 
refiised  to  proceed  a  step  farther,  till  he  had  learned 
what  was  become  of  Clara.  The  Captain  began  to 
find  he  had  a  very  untractable  pupil  to  manage,  when, 
irhile  they  were  ar«uing  together,  Touchwood  drove 

est  in  his  hack  chaise.  As  soon  as  he  recognized 
owbray,  he  stopped  the  carriage  to  inform  him  that 
his  sister  was  at  the  Aultoun,  which  he  had  learned 
from  finding  there  had  been  a  messenger  sent  from 
thence  to  the  Well  for  medical  assistance,  which  could 
not  be  afforded,  the  Esculapius  of  the  place.  Dr. 
Q;uacklcben,  having  been  privatetv  married  to  Mrs. 
Blower  on  that  momins,  by  Mr.  Chatterly,  and  hav- 
ing set  out  on  the  usual  nuptial  tour. 

In  return  for  this  intelligence,  Captain  MacTurk 
communicated  the  fate  of  Lord  Etherington.,  The 
Old  man  earnestly  prcfrsod  instant  fliffbt,  for  which  he 
•UDplied  at  the  same  time  ample  means,  engaging  to 
4iiiniih  every  kind  of  ■■■■tanofi  and  aupport  to  the 


unfortunate  young  lady ;  and  reprcsinting  to  Mow* 
bray,  that  if  ho  staid  in  thr*  vicinity,  a  prienn  woold 
soon  He[>ararp  thorn.  Mowbray  arid  his  companioa 
then  departed  southward  upon  the  spur,  reach^a  Lon- 
don in  safirty.  and  from  thence  went  to^etfier  to  tho 
Peninsula,  where  the  war  was  then  at  the  hottest 

There  remains  little  more  to  be  told.  Mr.  Tooch 
wood  is  still  alive,  forming  plans  which  have  no  ob- 
ject, and  accuniutatint;  a  fortune,  for  which  he  hee 
apparently  no  heir.  The  old  man  had  endeavoured 
to  fix  thia  character,  as  well  as  his  general  patron- 
aae,  upon  Tvrrel,  but  the  attempt  onlv  deiermined 
the  latter  to  feavc  the  country ;  nor  has  he  IwM^n  since 
heard  of,  although  the  title  and  estates  of  Ethering- 
ton lie  vacant  for  his  acceptance.  It  is  the  opinion  of 
manv,  that  he  has  enteird  into  a  Moravian  mission^ 
for  the  use  of  which  he  had  previously  drawn  conei- 
derablc  sums. 

Since  Tvrrel's  departure,  no  one  pretends  to  gneai 
what  old  Touchwood  will  do  with  hie  money.  He 
oden  talks  of  his  disappointments,  but  can  never  be 
made  to  understand,  or  at  letan  to  admit,  that  they 
were  in  some  measure  precipitated  by  his  own  talent 
for  intrigue  and  manccuvnng.  Moi^t  people  think 
that  Mowhray  of  St.  Ronan's  will  be  at  la^t  his  heir. 
That  gentleman  has  of  late  shown  one  quality  which 
usually  recommends  men  to  the  favour  of  nch  rela- 
tione, namely,  a  close  and  cautions  care  of  what  is 
already  his  own.  Captain  MacTurk's  military  ardoor 
having  revived  when  they  came  within  smell  of  gun- 
powder, the  old  soldier  contrived  not  only  to  get  him- 
self on  full  pay,  but  to  induce  his  companion  to  serve 
for  some  time  as  a  volunteer.  He  afterwards  obtained 
a  commission,  and  nothing  could  be  more  strikingly 
different  than  was  the  conduct  of  the  young  Lairoof 
St.  Ronan's  and  of  Lieutenant  Mowbray,  llie  for- 
mer, as  we  know,  was  gay,  venturous,  and  prodigal; 
the  tatter  lived  on  his  pay,  and  even  within  it— denied 
hiniwlf  comforts,  and  often  decencies,  when  doing  so 
could  SBve  a  guinea  ;  and  turned  pale  with  apprehen- 
sion, if,  on  any  extraordinanr  occasion,  he  ventured 
sixpence  a  comer  st  whist.  This  meanness,  or  close- 
ness of  disposition,  prevents  his  holding  the  hia^ 
character  to  which  his  braver)'  and  attention  to  his 
regimental  duties  miffht  otherwise  entitle  him.  The 
same  close  and  accurate  calculation  of  pounds,  shQ- 
tings,  and  pence,  marked  his  communications  with 
his  agent  Meiklewham,  who  might  otherwise  have 
had  better  pickings  out  of  the  estate  of  St.  Ronan*8, 
which  is  now  at  nurse,  and  thriving  full  fast :  espe- 
cially since  some  debtsL  of  rather  an  usurious  charac- 
ter, have  been  paid  up  by  Mr.  Touchwood,  who  con- 
tented himself  with  more  moderate  usage. 

On  the  subject  of  this  property,  Mr.  Mowbray,  gpii»- 
rally  speaking,  gave  such  minute  directions  for  acnuh'- 
ing  and  saving  that  his  old  acquaintance,  Mr.  Win- 
terblossom,  tapping  his  morocco  snuff-box  with  the 
sly  look  which  intimated  the  coming  of  a  good  thing, 
was  wont  to  say,  that  he  had  rcvcnipd  the  usual  order 
of  transformation,  and  was  turned  into  a  grub  after 
having  been  a  butterfly.  After  all,  this  narrowncse, 
though  a  more  ordinary  modification  of  the  spirit  or 
avancc,  mav,he  founded  on  the  same  desire  of  ac- 
quisition, which  in  his  earlier  days  sent  him  to  the 
gaming-table. 

But  there  was  one  remarkable  instance  in  which 
Mr.  Mowbray  departed  from  the  rules  of  economr,  bv 
which  he  was  guided  in  all  others.  Having  acquired, 
for  a  large  sum  of  money,  the  ground  which  he  nad 
formerly  feued  out  for  the  erection  of  the  hotel,  lodg- 
ing-hopses.  shops,  Ac,  at  St.  Ronan's  Well,  he  sent 
positive  orders  tor  the  demolition  of  the  whole,  nor 
would  he  permit  the  existence  of  any  house  of  enter- 
tainment on  his  estate,  except  that  in  the  Aultoun, 
where  Mrs.  Dods  reigns  with  undisputed  sway,  her 
temper  by  no  means  improved  either  by  time,  or 
her  arbitrary  disposition  by  the  total  absence  of  com- 
petition. 

Why  Mr.  Mowbray,  with  his  acouirpd  habits  of 
frugality,  thus  destroyed  a  property  which  might  have 
prodiicr-d  a  considerable  income,  no  one  coiildpretend 
to  affirm.  Some  said  that  he  remembered  his  own 
eariy  follies;  and  others,  that  he  connected  the  buiJd- 
ioga  ¥vith  the  miafdrtanet  of  bia  liater.    The  vulgir 
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d,  that  Lord  Etherinffton'i  gbost  had  been 
i  the  btll-room,  and  the  learned  talked  of  ihe 
aModation  of  ideaa.  But  it  all  ended  in  thia,  that 
Mr.  Mowbraf  waa  independent  enough  to  please  him- 
wjC  and  that  aach  waa  Mr.  Mowbray's  pleaaure. 
.  Tiie  little  waierin^place  has  returned  to  its  primi- 


hat  ptDdaeed  hamir  of  tale  ftov  otaearllv  •■  tnttiowM  of  a 
work  on  C«H^er7j  of  which,  in  jiutiM  to  a  lady  who  nakM  n 


•mal  jackala,  Una  aurtouta,  and  bli 
nddlen  and  danoen|  naintera  and  ama 
•nd  ciitiea^  diaperaed  like  pigeona  by  t 


ana  fions  and  lionesses,  with  their 
d  bluer  stockinffa. 
amateurs,  authors 

,  — ^^ by  the  demolition 

01  a  dovecot,  nave  aought  other  scenes  of  arouse- 
ineot  and  rahearaal,  and  have  deaerted  St.  Roztax's 
Watt.0 

*Jlki«Mii MTlar.  aitat IlonMi*i^ aiBe* thii  wmIoim  bw- 
yy  wag  |ivM  to  llM  paWio,  hM  rovivod  m  a  tort  ofaMcfl,  or 
go— <  m,  to  dM  firy  plc«Mnt  viltan  of  ImwrieithMi  opoo 
vy*t  wharo  tfwio  b  a  aMdieinal  tpniiff  oMeh  ftvqtMated  bjr 
vaMMik    ProM  fbr  mmo  of  t*ie  mmAr  and  athletic  ipoiU. 

"■MMB  in  tho  paatoial  dislriela  •roand.  ara  isompebed  ft>r  un* 
te  tha  IMt  af  the  a^st  Booan'i  Gubml   Najr,  Meg  Doda 


disttnfaMhod  i  Affun  at  thu  oxceUcot  dame,  y 
title-pnge : 

"TlM  Cook  and  Hmifewifb*i  Manaal  i  A  Practical  Syi««B  of 
Modem  Domeetic  Cookery  and  Family  MaoafsoanL 
*  Copk,  $tt  mU  four  foMccf 
BtakBrnmiiipnnmnt1nAepmUM,tiM0efmMf 

m :  utk  10  four  raatf  and  later  awaM  AcndaMBi%, 
(dtHeaieaMda<Ua#a.' 

BBAmuMT  AHO  Fincnik 
By  Htolnaa  Margant  Doda,  of  iho  Cletkaai  Ian,  St.  Roaaa**.** 

Thonffh  it  ia  rather  mconoaeted  with  oar  immadiato  anfajaol, 
we  cannot  help  addina,  that  Bfra.  Dodi  haa  praaervad  tba  ro- 
eipee  of  eertoin  excellent  old  diahaa  which  we  wonid  be  loath 
dioald  fUl  into  obiirion  in  oar  day ;  and 
moof ,  we  protaat  that 
two 
tow 

Soil  tbwB  oapftaL 


THE  END  OF  ST.  RONAlfS  WELL. 


REDGAUNTLET. 

A  TALE  OF  THE  EIGHTEENTH  CENTURY. 


Haster.  go  on ;  and  I  will  follow  thee, 
""    '  '  '        *     ndloyalt 

AmYoU 


jqjwier.  Ko  on ;  sua  i  wui  loiiow  inc.. 
To  the  Uk  gaspb  with  truth  and  loyalty. 

You  Like  IL 
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INTRODUCTION    TO    REDGAUNTLET. 


Tn  JaonKito  enth«ma!im  of  iho  nfhtfwnth  oentorT,  particif 
lirtr  diirmf  llie  rebdlioii  of  174A,  atlttrdpd  ■  tlM^mo,  (MrtiniM  tlie 
loMt  Uiat  coul<i  iM!  auitctitil,  fur  tintiiiouii  rompOKitKin-,  foundfHl 
vpon  rral  or  prub«bli9  inei<l<jnL  Tiiia  civil  war,  and  it*  nrmark- 
aMeeirenth,  werf  rrin«>iniM>n'd  hr  ttipexiniinc  »»;nrration  with- 
oil  Mf  iitttnti  uf  (lie  bif t4-meM  of  spirit  which  wldnm  fail*  to 
altend  initmal  diuMTMHin.  Thn  HiKlilantli^ni,  wlwi  furniDd  (he 
pnnriM  ^tn-rffth  of  ('harlen  Edward'^  anny,  were  an  aiirietit 
aad  hirh-»piniml  race,  pccuhnr  in  Uifir  hiibitaof  war  and  of 
pMce,  brave  to  nurmnM.  and  rxhibi(in«  m  rharantor  turninr 
«puB  ptiintM  more  adaptfd  lo  itoelry  than  to  the  proM  nf  real 
lifr.  Thtfir  Prince,  jriNinsr,  vahant.  patient  of  ratisue,  and  At- 
ipifinr  danfMr.  headinc  hid  army  on  fiMit  in  the  niiMt  toiltuine 
■vchen.  awl  defrftfinir  a  rerular  f»m  ir  threo  battfn,— all 
(kew  w«;re  nrrumataiirea  faiicinatinr  to  the  imaf  inatiim,  and 
■Mfht  wril  be  MipiKMcd  to  aeduce  y«ninf  and  oniiiuniajiticinindii 
tolhenrMe  in  which  they  wnre  found  united,  althoagh  wi»- 
4om  and  rea«on  fniwned  upon  thn  «M)li>rprii«. 

Tlw  adrmiunKK  l*l-ince,  nn  m  well  known,  proved  to-be  one 
•f  (h<j«>  MTMMiair-;*  wUn  d»tiii|pii»h  theraaelve*  during  aoniKt 
narleandnuraurdimirily  brilliant  period  of  their  liven,  like 
Ike  Muriie  nf  a  Hhoiit  wr  utar.  at  which  men  wonder,  a«  well  on 
aeeowit  of  the  briefncM,  a«  the  bnllianry  of  lU  aplendour.  A 
kaif  (rare  ef  darkneiw  overaliadnived  Itin  mibamjuent  life  of  a 
■an.  tttiu,  w  hia  youth,  allowed  liiiiwelfM)  catiable  of  ^at  un- 
dwtakinj.'* ;  and,  witlniut  the  painful  taak  of  tracinf  hia  courM 
brthrr.  w*  may  aay  the  latter  purkwta  and  iiabita  of  tliM  un- 
ba9(ij  PriiKV,  (ire  thoae  painfully  eviiieinjr  a  broken  heart,  which 
Mek<h>fu9e  from  in  own  tho  ifht*  in  uirdid  enjovniciita 

Bull,  lK)i»ever.  it  waa  lone  en*  Charlea  Rdward  appeared  to 
be.  i>rliap»  it  waa  Itnif  ere  ne  altugvther  beranae,  ao  much  de- 
fradbil  frum  hii  oriflna)  Mif ;  aa  he  enjoyed  for  a  time  the  lua- 
ttattendinf  tho  pruircan  and  termination  of  hi«  i^terpriae. 
Thoie  who  fhoufht  tti«7  diaceriiefl  in  liia  aubaeqnent  conduct 
uiunmbirity  to  the  dintrenaeii  of  h»  fitllowera.  coupled  with 
ttu«fiitiiitica]  attention  to  hia  own  intereata,  which  haa  been 
•ftm  attribnied  to  the  Stewart  Family,  and  wiiirh  ia  the  na- 
tval  ciK^et  of  the  priaciplea  of  divine  rifht  in  wliich  tJiey  were 
firoa^it  up,  were  now  {generally  ronaidcied  ai  diHati«fied  and 
•PinKtir  petMMiri,  who,  dinpleaited  miUi  the  iaatin  of  tlieirad- 
VMitura,  and  finding  ihvm*elve«  involved  in  the  mint  nf  a  flill- 
inf  caujie.  indolccd  themvivea  in  undeaerved  repruacheaaicainft 
iWfir  lea«kT  Indeed,  auch  centurea  were  by  no  meana  fn<qnent 
ttano;  (lui^  of  ilia  foilowera,  who,  if  what  waa  alleired  had 
ban  ju«t,  liad  the  heitt  riirht  to  complnin.  Far  the  lEreuter  mnn- 
^ffbrUfMe  unfiirtiniale  9i*nilenicii  auHered  with  the  moat  dir- 
Mfied  paUeiice,  Hiid  wnrn  either  u>o  proud  to  take  notice  of  ill 
i<vatnrii(  u»  the  (uirt  of  their  Prince,  or  ao  prudent  aa  to  be 
•ware  their  manplaiuta  would  meet  with  little  aympathy  from 
Uie  world.  It  may  ho  aiided.  tiiat  iho  rreater  ran  of  tlie  ba- 
kiahcd  JacotMion,  and  thiiae  of  hiirh  rank  and  eonN««i|uenre, 
WVK  out  mudi  within  reach  <if  tlie  inllUKnce  of  the  Priare'a 
tteiacter  and  conduct,  wiicther  well  n>ffulated  or  olherwiae. 

hi  the  mean  tinii>,  thnt  creat  Jnrobitn  conapirao'.  of  which 
Um  inoirrection  of  1743-8  waa  bat  m  amall  part,  precipitated  into 
mkni  un  the  fuilure  of  a  Air  more  m'neral  aclvme,  waa  renamed 
•■d  arain  imt  into  motion  by  tlio  Jarobitea  of  England,  whoau 
rate  had  never  been  Imikeii,  oa  they  had  prudently  avoided 
matins  it  into  the  fii>ld.  The  nurpriainf  eflect  whir.h  had  been 
l*odBCed  by  amall  mrana,  in  1745-6.  animatod  their  hope*  for 
*^n  important  aui*r>eaae«,  when  Uie  whole  nonjurinf  intereat 
of  Britain,  lueiititied  aa  it  then  waa  with  yreait  part  of  the  land- 
Hfent!i>men,  ahould  r^Miie  forward  to  dniali  wliai  had  been 
lulantly  attempted  by  a  few  Hi«hliind  chief*. 

H  u  probable,  ludecd,  tliat  the  Jacobitea  of  the  day  we«  in- 

rle  of  ronaidvrin^  tliat  the  ynvy  amall  acole  on  which  tlie 
wtiii  made,  waa  in  one  yreat  meamre  the  cauae  of  iia  un- 
niircted  aarceiw.  Tlie  remarkable  afieed  with  which  Ute  in- 
■Witnt*  marched,  tlie  aincularly  food  diacipliiie  which  Hier 
HtwrvMl,  the  union  and  ubiiniisity  which  nir  aomo  time  am- 
■>tod  tlieir  connctlii,  were  all  in  a  c<Hiitiderable  dcirree  pro- 
^un  by  the  inialinea*  of  tlioir  numbeni.  Notwitiutandina 
uadiMomhture  of  Charley  Edward,  the  noiyurofa  of  the  ix'riod 
"If  runtmued  to  nurae  uiilawfal  aciiemea,  and  to  drink  trea- 
*^ble  t.«atii,  until  aice  atole  upon  them.  Another  freiieration 
■rMe.  wlio  did  not  ahan;  the  aentimenta  which  they  cheri.-ttied : 
**d  at  length  Itie  aparklea  of  diMffection,  which  had  lonf 
Mnildfnrd.  bat  had  never  InMin  heated  enourh  to  burat  into 
■ckul  tl^ime,  became  entirely  exlinjnjiahed  But  in  proportion 
^Uf:  p<i:irical  enihu-iiaNm  died  ffrodually  away  amonf  men  of 
wdioary  tcmiierainent,  it  influi'iired  (htiite  of  warm  imarma- 
^M*  and  weak  underatanriinpi.  and  benrn  wild  achumea  were 
"■nned,  a>  deiiiM>rate  an  they  were  adventuroua. 

ThiM  a  younir  tikoichman  of  rank  ia  anid  to  hare  atooped  ao 
a>«ai  lit  plui  ihe  iiur|iri>nl  of  8t  Jnni>>a'a  iialace.  and  the  aMoa- 
•natiiH:  nfihe  royal  family.  While  Ihiiie  ill-dixeaied  and  dr*4- 
^te  C'lnapirariM  were  nf itatrd  amonir  tlie  fww  Jaruhitea  who 
■till  ailiii-reil  with  mure  obatinnry  lo  their  piiriNiiwi,  (here  ia  no 
Victiiiii  hut  that  othisr  plolH  inirhl  hav»  been  broucht  to  on 
"iwex,>;u«ion,  had  it  not  auil*>d  Uii>  policy  of  Hir  Robert  Wal- 
Kr  ri'iM'r  tu  pn-vrtii  or  diimble  tha  ronapimtom  in  their  pro- 
ject", tl  .in  to  priMiiiiljr«ie  the  tale  of  dane*>r,  which  mirht  thuji 
Mv«  bi-en  believed  Vt  be  more  widely  diffUMwi  tlion  waa  really 
l^cajie 

^  'MM  ioatttooe  olouo,  thia  rery  prudential  and  humane  line  of 

K 


conduct  waa  departed  from,  and  the  event  aeemedtn  euwflrwi 
the  policy  of  the  irenoral  coome  Doctor  Archibald  Cameron, 
brother  of  the  celebrated-  Dunnld  Cameron  of  Lochiel.  attainted 
for  the  rebellion  of  1745,  waa  found  by  a  poriy  of  aoldicrri  lurf- 
inf  with  a  comrade  in  the  wild*  of  Loch  Katrine,  Ave  or  aix 
yeara  aAer  tiie  battle  of  Collodun,  andr  waa  tliere  aeixed.  There 
were  circumiitanrea  in  hia  caae.  ao  far  aa  waa  made  known  to 
the  publir..  which  attracted  much  compaaaion,  and  cave  to  the 
judicial  proceedinfa  arainat  him  an  appearanoo  of  nolil-blooded 
rev»nfB  on  the  {>art  of  {nivemment ;  and  Ihe  following  ar(U 
ment  of  a  zcaloua  Jacobite  in  hia  flavour  waa  received  a* con 
ctutiive  by  Dr.  John«on,  and*  other  pernoiia  who  mi|ht  pwtend 
to  impartiality.  Dr.  Camenm  had  ne\er  borne  arma,  althouch 
encAired  in  the  Rebellion,  but  uaed  hin  metlicAl  akill  for  the 
aervice.  indifl(«rently,  of  the  wounded  of  both  pnrlieA  Hia  re- 
turn to  Scotland  waa  ancribed  excluaiveiy  to  family  oflfeira.  Hii> 
behaviour  at  the  bar  waa  decent,  Arm,  and-reapectful.  Hia  wife 
threw  heraelf,  on  thrcfe-  different  occnaiona,  befbre  Cieorffc  II. 
and  the  membera  of  hia  fkmily.  waa  rudely  reiailaed  from  their 
preaence,  and  at  lencth  placetl.  it  waa  aaid,  in  the  aame  priaon 
with  he.r  huahand,  and  conAned  witt» unmanly  aeverity. 

Dr.  Cameron  waa  Anally  e.tecated.  with  all  tlie  aevoritioa  of 
tlie  law  of  treamin :  and  hia  death  remaina  in  popular  eatima- 
tion  a  dark  blot  up«m  the  mi'm<iry  of  Genrre  II..  being  ainioat 
publicly  imputed  to  a  mean  and  peraonal  hatred  of  Dunold  Ca- 
meron of  Lochiel,  the  anAlrer'a  liemie  brother. 

Yet  the  fact  waa.  that  whether  the  execution  of  Archibald 
Cameron  waa  political  or  otherwiae.  it  might  certainly  haw 
been  juatifled,  had  the  Rinr'i  miniatnra  aoj>leaiied,  upon  rea- 
aona  of  a  public  nature.  Ttie  unfortunate  aufferer  luul  not  eome 
to  the  Ilichlnnda  aolely  upon  hi*  private  afliiira,  na  waa  Uio  ge- 
neral belief:  but  it  waa  not  judged  imident  by  the  Engliah  mi- 
niatry  to<  let  it  be  •.>neniHy  known  tliat  he  cniiie  to  inquire  about 
a  coiiaiderabfe  aum  of  money  which  had  been  remitted  fhmi 
France  to  the  fnendi  of  tlie  exiled  fiimily.  Re  had  alao  a  eom- 
miMion  to  hold  intercourae  with  the  well  kmiwnM'Pheraunor 
Clnny,  chief  of  tlie  Han  Vourich.  whimi  tlie  Clievalier  hod  left 
behind  at  hia  departure  frtim  :teotlond  in  1746,  and  who  rr- 
nwined  during  ten  yenr^of  pmacription  and  danger,  akulkipr 
from  place  to  place  in  ilie  Highlnnda.  and-ninintalning  an  unin- 
temipted  cnrreapondeneu  between  Chariea  and  hia  (Vienda. 
That  Dr.  Camer<in  aiiould  have  held  a  conimiaaion^  to  aaaiatthi* 
chief  in  raking  togettier  the  diaperaed  emhera  of  diaofftntioii. 
ia  in  itaelf  aufnciently  natural,  and,  considering  hia  p<ililicai 
prineu>ln5,  in  no  roapect  dielionourable  to  hia  memory.  But 
neither  ongtit  it  to  be  imiMited  to  George  II..  that  lie  auffbiml 
the  lawa  to  be  enforced  agninat  a  peraon  taken  in  tha  act  ftf 
bmaking  them.  Wlien  he  loat  hia  hazaniona  game,  Dr.  Came- 
rf»n  only  paid  the  forfeit  winch  he  muat  have  calculated  apoa. 
Tlie  minietera,  however,  thought  it  pratier  to  leave  Dr.  Come- 
rof/a  new  achemea  in  concealment,  leat  by  divulging  tliem  tiioy 
hod  indicated  the  channel  nf  communication  wliich,  it  ia  mm 
well  known,  thev  |>oiiaea«ed  to  all  tlie  plota  of  Churlea  Edward. 
But  it  waa  equally  iU  adviaed  and  ungenemua  to  aacriflce  the 
character  of  the  king  to  the  iiolicy  nf  the  adfeiitiiarration.  Both 
poinU  might  have  been  gained  by  aiiaring  f  Ite  lifie  of  Dr.  Came- 
ron after  cunviction,  and  limiting  hia  puuialunent  tu  perpetual 
mile. 

Thoao  repeated  and  aucoeaaive  Jaeohite  plola  roat  and  burat 
like  btibblea  on  »  fountain  :  and  one  of  Uiem,  at  leaal,  the  Chu- 
vnlier  ittdged  of  importance  enough  to  induce  him  lo  riak  him- 
aelf  wi(hin  the  dongemua  pntcincta  of  the  Britiah  caiHtal.  Thi* 
aiipeara  from  Dr.  King'a  Anecdotea  of  hia  Own  Timea. 

'■  Heptember.  1760.— E  received  a  note  from  my  Lady  Primroar, 
who  dfHired  to  aee  me  immediately.  Aa  anon  aa  T  waited  ou 
her,  alie  l9d  me  into  her  drcaKing-mom.  and  preacnted  me  te 

."  (tlie  ('hevalier,  doubtleM.]    "  If  I  waa  aurfiriked  to  thnd 

him  tliere,  I  waa  atill  more  aiitoni-hetf  when  he  acfpiainted  me 

with  tlie  motive*  which  had  induced  liim  tohoxard  a  journey 

to  Enctand  at  thia  jnndnre.    TIm*  impatience  of  hia  frienda  who 

were  ia  exile,  had  formed  a  a<*hi-me  which  waa  impracticable  : 

but  allhnugh  it  had  beMi  an  feaaihle  nji  they  had  repreaented  it 

U>  hinh  yet  no  prepanttion  had  b<-en  nindr.  nor  wav  any  thing 

ready  to  carry  it  into  execution.    He  wan  wion  ronvinced  that 

I  he  had  beou  deceived  ;  and.  therefore,  nfler  a  nray  ii»  London 

!  of  Ave  dn\»  only,  he  n>tumcri  to  llie  place  frfim  wlirnce  lie 

j  came."    Dr.  King  waa  iii  1750  a  keen  Jacobite,  ai^  may  be  in- 

Iferred  fVom  the  viait  marie  by  him  to  iIih  Prince  under  auch  rir- 
cumiaaneea.  oikI  fhin  hia  bein?  one  of  that  unfortunate  jh^t- 
Hon'a  ciwMieR  com>«|HindKnt]^.  I  le,  aa  well  a*  oilier  men-  of  ai'ni^- 
,  anJ  ohaervorion,  began  to  de^iioir  of  niakinr  their  fnnime  in 
I  the  |>arty  which  tKey  hod  HiOjien.  It  waa  Indeed  aufllrienti) 
-  dnngeroua :  for.  during  tlie  aliort  viait  iuNt  deacnbed,  <me  of  Dr. 
j  King'it  aervimta  remarked  the  ntrnnrer'a  likenefca  to  Prinne 
I  Chariea.  whrnii  he  re«*iigniae<l  frtmi  the  common  buat*. 

The  oecaMion  taken  for  lire.ikinr  up  tlw  rtiewort  interaat,  we 
!  ahall  tell  in  Dr.  Kinr'aown  wor.la:--"  Wlien  he  Xliarlea  Ed 
I  ward)  wah  ii»  9<r«itland,  lie  Imil  a  miaireaa  whoae  nam*;  wa« 
!  Walk inaimw.  and  whoiie  aiater  wna  at  tint  time,  and  ia  utill 
I  hounekeefier  at  L<Mce«ter  iluu-f-.  Hume  )<>arii  nftrr  he  waa  rr 
leaned  fmro  iiia  priaon,  and  rondiirted  out  of  France,  he  aenc 
for  thia  girl,  who  liofiii  ai^iuinvl  fitch  a  dominion  over  him 
I  that  ahe  waV  acquiiintiMl  with  all  h\>*  achemev.  and  tniHie<l  witli 
i  Ilia  mo«t  eecroi  correM|M>ndfi)i'«'.  Aa  aoon  aa  thia  wna  known 
I  in  England,  oil  thwee  peraona  u;' diatinctiou  who  wait  attocliad 
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to  him  wcrp  ^nnrtj  alnnned  :  thiff  imarirwd  thm  fhii  wenrh 
iia<1 1'ven  plar'^ii  in  In*  fitntily  by  ttu;  Kiiffhsli  nii(ii«U;rv ;  ind, 
funHiileriiu'  luT  fiKtPr'ii  mluntion.  tUc.y  iwi-inrd  to  tin\e  mhiic 
rniuiul  ri>r  f)ii>ir  iiu>|iifii)ii  :  \«  lion>r(irf,  tlii'y  rii'hiiAtr.lifil  a  p.-ii- 
lJf>man  l<>  Vnrn,  Hhrre  lhf>  I'rnire  tlH-ri  wnv.  utio  had  matruc- 
liun*  to  inniM  tliat  .Mrn.  M'alkinnhitw  ^iKiUld  br.  rrmmed  to  a 
•finvcni  fur  a  r*frtniii  ii-mi :  hut  Iht  rallnni  ahMiluirly  rfluiutrt 
Ui  rnnu'ly  wiili  iIiih  ilrinnnd  ;  and  nllliuurh  >1r  M'NnniHra,  itii; 
««nrii'mon  who  Ma<«  !«^ni  tn  hini.  who  )iai«  a  natural  (•ln«iuonr**. 
ami  an  fxn'l:*'!!!  uiiiU-rHtnntiuiL'.  urv<\  tin-  miKt  nirmt  rteaRon^. 
and  U4cd  all  Uir  nrin  of  juTiiUdftion,  to  imiucr  liiiii  to  i»art  witli 
lii«  iniitlii'riii.  and  rwn  i>rore*;di-d  h)  Tnr  a*  to  avHurr  him.  ac-  i 
c<irdiiiir  to  hi«  iii!ttruciion<«,  lliat  ao  iminffdiain  interruption  ufj 
all  rorro«|xind^noi*  with  Iiih  moat  imwcrful  friends  in  Enfland.  j 
and.  in  iiliurl.  tliat  iIm  rum  or  liin  iniTMni,  which  wa«  now  daily  ; 
increiuinff,  would  br  Ihi;  infailibli:  roiiiHif)iu-nre  of  llm  refuml : 
yet  iu;  eontinand  infl(;\jhk>,  nnU  ail  M'Noninra'i  rntrMitim  niid  . 
rpinoniitriiiicefl  y/vtrf  ineffecKuil.    M'Niuiinni  iitiiid  in  ParniiMmie  , 
dayri  beyood  tlw  tinu?  pre-Trihed  liini,  endonvourinc  to  rpiison  ; 
the  Hrinc*'  into  a  better  tiMnprr;  but  findinir  him  ohaiinatply  ' 
penereru  in  hia  fin*t  aiuwrr,  li*>  UmiIc  hiK  Jouve  with  conri>rii  I 
and  indiirnalion.  Myin^;.  an  ho  pa«M><i  out,  '  What  haa  your  fa-  j 
raily  d<ine,  air,  lhu»  to  draw  down  thff  vengeance  of  Hmvrii  on  | 
every  branch  or  it,  Ihrouf  h  m  many  area )'    It  is  worthy  or  re-  ' 
mark,  that  in  all  tlio  ronrereiicea  whirli  M'N'amara  had  with  • 
the  Pnnou  on  Ihia  iM*cAiiion,  tlic  Intti'r  dnciared  lliot  it  war  not  i 
a  violent  paaiion,  w  indeed  any  particular  rr^nrd.  which  at-  , 
ladled  hiin  to  Mn.  Watkinftlmw.  and  that  he  could  ai*o  l>er  m-  ; 
moved  fnim  him  with(»ut  any  c<iiic(>rn  ;  but  hfi  would  not  re-  ■ 
OKivc  dirvcliona,  in  re.«ficct  to  hia  privnto  conduct,  friun  any  I 
man  alive.    Wlien  M'Namara  rHiuined  to  London,  and  rcportt^l  i 
tlic  Prince'if  answer  to  tlio  Cfntl'^nu-n  who  hr.d'Hin ployed  him,  | 
tticy  were  aMioninhod  and  ronfiiiinde.d.     However,  th4*y  mxio  | 
reaolvrd  on  the  nieoiiurea  which  they  went  to  pursue  for  the  Tu-  i 
tarn,  and  determined  no  loncer  to  mtvk  a  inun  who  could  not 
be  iwrwuided  to  tiervn  himM'ir.  and  fhoiM>  niilicr  t4i  endanin>r  the 
live*  of  hia  bMt  and  nio«t  railiiful  rm-nilN.  ilmn  i>art  with  ahnr  ! 
lot,  whom,  a«  he  ofUsn  declarrd,  hu  lU'ithcr  lo^i>d  ttor  e#ti>rnH>d  "  : 

Fnini  tliia  auerdote,  thf>  ^oi-rat  truth  of  which  iaindubiin- 
bio.  the  principal  fault  of  Chaile^  l^dunrd'n  temper  ia  kutftcient- 
ly  obvioua.  It  wan  a  hifih  neiiM  of  hi*  own  importance,  and  an 
obatinate  adherence  to  what  he  had  oiint>  do-ivrmined  on— qua- 
lities which,  if  lie  had  aucco^nied  m  hm  bold  attempt,  rave  Uw 
nation  little  room  to  hope  that  h<>  Mould  have  btwn  foui»d  ftve 
from  the  love  of  prcrofaiive  and  de^im  of  arbitrary  power, 
which  chanicterin>d  h\*  unhappv  rrandfather.  He  f^vc  a  ntn 
rable  inatanc^;  how  far  thin  was  the  leadinv  feature  of  hi«  cha- 
rmclar.  wlien.  for  no  roaoonablu  c^uim>  thai  can  be  avaif  ned,  he 
placed  hia  own  ^n^le  will  in  o|»p<i»ition  to  tlio  ncoPMitie*  of 
Prance,  which,  in  order  to  i>iirc4*aii«  a  ivmce  Income  nec««iinry 
to  the  kinifdom,  waa  rcduAiMl  to  gratify  Britain  by  prohibitmir 
die  reaidonce  of  Charlea  within  any  part  of  itie  French  domi- 
nions It  waa  in  vain  ttiat  France  endeavoure^l  to  leaaen  the 
diazrace  of  thia  atep,  by  makiiif  the  moat  flalterinir  otfera,  in 
hopea  to  induce  tlie  Pnnce  of  hiinarlf  to  anticipate  Uiis  diaa- 
poeable  alternative,  which,  if  aehoualy  enf<»rred,  aa  it  waa 
likely  to  be,  he  had  no  ineana  whatever  of  r»s^iatii>c,  by  lenvinic 
the  kinftlom  a«  of  hia  own  free  will.  Iniipired,  however,  by  the 
aplrit  of  hereditary  ohi^iimi'?^.  Charl^n  preferred  a  uaeleaa  reaut- 
anoe  to  a  dizrtifled  auhmiayion,  and  by  a  aerieii  of  idle  brava- 
doen,  laid  llie  French  court  under  the  necfnuiity  of  arwutini; 
their  late  ally^  and  aendins  him  to  close  c<in&iement  in  tlie  Ba.4- 
tilf.  from  which  he  waa  aflerwardii  s«!nt  o:it  of  Uie  French  do- 
miniona.  much  in  tlio  manner  in  which  a  convict  la  tranaporled 
to  Die  place  of  hi«  deatiiiation. 

In  addition  to  tlieae  raiieated  inatancea  of  n  rash  and  inflexi- 
ble tiMiiiwr.  Dr.  I&inir  also  adda  CmiU*  nili'fnd  to  beloni  to  the 
Prince's  character,  of  a  kind  laa*con><onNnt  witli  hia  noble  birth 
and  IiIkIi  pn;te:Mioiia.  Un  ia  «iid  by  thia  nutlior  to  have  been 
avariciouR,  or  |>ari*imoniouii  at  leant,  to  audi  a  drpree  of  mean- 
nuaa,  as  to  fuil.  even  whi^n  lie  had  ample  ineana.  in  relievinir  the 
auflervra  who  had  lost  their  fortune,  and  ancrihced  their  all.  in 
hia  ill-fated  alteinpt."  We  muni  wceive,  however,  with  aomc 
df#rue  of  jtsaloa^f ,  what  ia  mid  by  Dr.  Kina  on  thia  aubject.  re- 
eoileclinf  that  lie  had  loH  nt  lea»t.  if  ho  did  not  di^itert,  thu 
standard  of  the  unfortunate  Prince,  and  waa  m.*  Uieivfore  a  per- 
aon  who  was  likuly  to  fnrni  the  fuirect  «-iitininte  of  hia  virtues 
and  fhu'ta.  We  must  alao  remenibor,  thai  if  the  exiled  Prince 
xava  little,  he  had  but  little  to  vive,  cm^cially  c.onaidennr  how 
late  be  nouriiflied  ihi>  aclieme  of  another  exiiedition  to  Scot- 
land, for  which  tie  waa  long  c ndeavourinit  lo  lu»ard  money. 

T)w  eaae.  alao,  of  Cliarlea  Edward  mutt  bo  allowed  to  have 
been  a  dilTlcult  one.  He  li^  to  aaliafy  nunwniuf*  iiorMuna,  wlio. 
Iiavinf  lost  their  all  in  hia  cauae,  hnd,  with  that  all,  aeen  the 
Bxtinction  of  hopea  which  they  accounte<l  ncarix  aa  good  aa 
ceftaintjea ;  aouie  of  thene  were  pt^rhaiM  clonioroua  in  tlieir  a|)- 
plication.x,  and  certainly  ill  pleased  with  their  want  of  aucceaa 
Other  parts  of  tlie  Chovalier'a  conduct  may  have  afforded 

Siiunda  for  charBing  him  with  coldness  to  ilie  suffmin^  of  hia 
voted  followers.    One  of  thcAi)  was  a  aeatinient  which  liaM 
■otliinf  in  it  Uiat  ia  gitnoroua,  but  il  waa  ourtainljr  a  pnncipio 

•  The  r^prosrh  ia  th'i»  evprcned  hy  Dr.  Klnc,  mho  hriitzB  the  eharftr  ; 
— **  Bm  th«  moat  mljoni  p^rt  nf  h'u  ^-nanietrr  U  hU  lotr  i>f  iimnrj.  a  «ice 
which  I  rio  not  reinemtirr  lo  have  Iikii  impnieil  hy  our  huioriani  to  Any 
of  hii  m**e**U\n>,  Mifl  u  the  Cirtnin  hxiex  of  a  Imar  am)  little  mind-  I 
kiMW  i.i  m«y  he  lurreil  in  hi*  TimliratiiHi,  ihMi  a  Prince  in  exile  uiieht  m 
be  an  erunuiniaU  Ami  ao  he  miahl ;  hnl,  iie«erth«le«*.  hii  ptirae  aliouM 
be  aivdyi  wpeii  aa  luiif  aa  there  U  any  thiiia  ■>•  ii.  t"  relieve  (he  nercMi- 
ii««  i>r  hm  frif  mla  aud  Mihcrenit.  King  Charlea  II.,  d«irinc  hia  banish- 
meal,  would  hava  •Jiarcil  the  Imm  pithite  in  liii  pocket  with  hit  Kiile  fa- 
mily. Rut  I  ha>«  kiiiiwu  tliia  xenlleman  with  two  tlionraiiU  louia-d'or* 
in  hia  ttniiif-box.  preieiid  he  va<  in  irreat  dirtreM,  ami  harrow  m 

tnm  m  laify  in  Parb  who  waa  not  in  affiient  rircuButaacca-     Ilia 

fkilhrul  wrvanUi.  who  liaj  closely  attended  bLa  iu  kit  hia  didloalties, 
vtn  ill  rcwAfdad."-ICiii^'«  Maaiairfc 


in  which  tlie  younf  Princ«)  was  trained,  and  which  may 
prohnMy  denomiiiaied  jieculiar  to  his  fkmily.  c-ducaieid 
(hi- hirh  noiMiimof  r>a<)si%*' ole'tien^^  antl  nim-rvfistar 
lhi<  iinhajipy  Prince  rave  impWrit  fnirh  to  tlie  profe*a 
siati-KONMi  hdldinr  nuch  notion*,  which  la  impli*'d  by  hi* 
conduct,  it  muiit  hate  le<i  to  the  natural,  thourh  anrran 
ffrericc,  thai  the  sonicea  of  a  auhjcct  could  not.  fo  wl 
dejrrve  (if  rum  tliey  niirtit  brinr  the  indi\i<iiial.  create 
ar^inot  hilt  iN>ver»firn.  Huch  n  p<-rM-n  rouhl  only  iMnist 
hnd  done  Iiik  duty  ;  nor  hh«  h<-  entitlid  to  be  a  ciiiina 
cr<>iiier  reward  than  ii  wa*  convenient  for  the  Prince  to  I 
or  to  iHdd  his  novereien  his  dt-litor  t(>r  loMea  which 
sustained  throuah  hi«>  loyalty.  To  a  certain  extent  tlie  J 
principlea  inevitably  led  to  this  cold  and  erotmtical  i 
r«^M>ninr  on  the  imrt  of  tlie  sovereirn  :  nor,  wiih  all  oi 
ral  itity  for  the  muntion  of  royalty  in  distress,  do  wo  fc 
tied  to  affirm  tliat  Charles  did  nut  use  this  opiate  fo  1 
inrs,  on  viewinc  'h^  ninieryof  his  followers,  while  he  r 
|H>Me««ed,  thonrh  in  no  pvat  derree,  tlie  m*'ans  of  at 
ihfm  more  relief  than  he  practiaeii.  His  own  histtH 
leaving  France,  is  brief  and  melancholy.  For  a  nine  h> 
to  have  lield  the  tirm  belief  that  Providence,  which  ha 
him  through  so  many  hazards,  still  rem-rved  him  for  aa 
tant  occasion,  in  which  he  siKiuld  !.>••  emi>owered  to  vi 
the  honours  of  his  birth.  But  opporiunitv  aOer  opp 
siipt  by  unimproved,  and  the  death  of  his  fatlier  rate  I 
fatal  pnHif  that  mme  of  the  principal  i>owers  of  Enro^ 
afier  th.it  etrnt.  likely  to  interest  thi  mselves  in  hia 
They  refused  to  acknowledge  him  umlvr  the  title  of  lit 
of  Eiidanil,  and.  on  his  (lart,  he  dedini:d  to  be  then  ree 
as  the  Prince  of  Wales. 

Family  discord  came  to  add  its  ating  to  those  of  disap 
ambition  ;  and.  though  a  liumilialinr  circDmstance,  it 
rally  arknowledped.  that  rhnrh>s  Rdwaid,  the  advet 
the  raltant.  and  thi>  handsomi>,  tlie  h-nderof  a  race  of 
valour.  wh(M»e  romantic  qualities  may  br  Mid  to  havedii 
with  him,  hnd,  in  his  latter  days,  yielded  to  those  hun 
liahits  of  intoxication,  in  which  (he  nM-anest  mortals 
drown  lite  recollection  of  their  disappointments  and  r 
Tnder  "iich  circumstanc*;s,  the  unhapi-y  Prince  lo»t  tin 
ship  even  of  those  faithful  followers  who  had  most 
tliemM^lve*  to  his  misforlunea,  and  was  suntMindud.  wi 
honourable  exceptions,  by  men  of  a  lower  description. 
IcM  of  the  character  which  he  waa  himself  no  longei 
protect. 

It  IS  a  fact  consistent  with  ttie  author's  knowledfr,  t 
aons  totally  unentitled  lo.  and  untitled  for.  aach  a  dial 
were  presented  to  Ihc  unfortunate  Prince  in  nxmienta 
presentation  of  any  kind.  Amid  these  cloud«  was  at  le 
tinruislied  the  torch  which  once  sh«Mik  itaelf  over  Briti 
such  lerrific  f\an,  and  at  laat  sank  in  its  own  uhea,  m 
HH'mlM'red  and  scarce  noted. 

Meantime,  while  llie  lifo  of  Charlea  Edward  waa  $ 
wastinc  in  disappointed  solitude,  the  number  of  those  i 
shared  his  misfortotiea  and  dinfcr*  had  shrunk  intc 
haiidfnl  of  veternns,  the  lieroes  of  a  tale  which  had  N 
Most  tNrotfish  renders  who  can  count  the  number  of  six 
must  recollect  many  resitected  acq-  aintances  of  thei 
who,  ns  tlie  establishod  phrase  gently  worded  it,  had 
fn  ilU  Fortjf/re.  h  may  ne  aaid,  tlrht  tli*ir  iioliiical  p 
and  plans  no  lonror  either  rained  proselytes  or ntiracte 
— IIiom:  who  held  tliem  had  ceased  lo  he  the  suhjiH-ls  i 
fear  or  opimsition.  Jiirobifes  were  looked  u|Hm  in  wt 
men  who  hnd  protf^l  their  sincerity  hy  »acnflcinr  Itieir 
to  their  principles ;  and  in  wcll-rerulated  eom|>aniea 
held  a  piec4J  of  ill-brei'dinr  to  injnrt'  their  feelines  or 
the  Rompromisea  hy  which  they  endeavoun>d  to  kef 
aelves  abreast  of  the  current  of  the  day.  i*uch,  fori 
waa  the  examon  of  a  r^ntlenuin  of  fortune  in  Pcrthalii 
In  Iwvinr  the  newspi!|ierft  read  lo  him.  caused  the  I 
Queen  to  be  desimated  t>y  the  initnl  letters  of  K.  and  • 
by  nnminr  the  full  word,  lie  mirlit  imply  nn  acquie^ 
the  Uhurpation  of  tlie  family  of  Hanover.  Gn«iire  III 
heard  i>f  thia  gentleman's  custom  in  the  above  and  oti 
eulars,  commissioned  the  member  for  PerthKhirtr  lo 
compliments  to  tlie  steady  Jacobite— "  that  is,"  said  11 
lent  old  King,  "  not  the  compliments  of  the  King  of  '. 
bat  those  of  the  Elector  of  Hanover,  and  tell  him  ho« 
respect  him  for  the  sleadineaa  of  his  pnnciplcs." 

Those  who  remember  such  old  men.  will  i>Tobab]jr  a, 
the  nrofrew  of  time,  which  haa  withdrawn  all  of  th 
the  mild,  haa  remo%-ed,  at  tlie  same  time,  a  peculiar  a 
ing  featurtt  of  ancii'nt  manners.  Their  love  of  paat  tin 
lalea  of  bloody  battles  fought  against  romantic  odds, 
dear  lo  the  imagination,  and  their  little  idolatry  of 
hair,  pictures,  ringa,  nhnnds.  and  other  memorials  of 
in  which  Ihev  aiili  seemed  to  live,  was  an  interesting 
axm  :  and  although  their  pfilitical  principles,  hcd  the 
in  the  relation  of  fiithera,  might  have  rendered  them  d 
to  th«t  existing  dynasty,  yel,  as  we  now  recollect  Hit 
eouUI  not  be  on  the  earth  aupiKised  to  exist  iM>rKons  br 
I  ilied  to  auatain  tlie  capaci  ty  of  innocuoux  ana  rcsjiectab 
airea 

It  waa  while  reflerting  on  Iheae  thinga  thnt  the  pAve 
rauntlel  was  undertaken.  But  various  circumslancf 
coimioaition  indaced  the  ovthor  to  alter  its  purftorl  c< 
biy.  as  it  passed  throarh  his  handti,  and  to  carry  ihc 
that  p«iiut  of  time  when  the  Clhevalier  i.'hartes  Edwari 
fallen  into  the  searand  yelhiw  leaf,  wns  yet  nicdiinting 
attempt,  which  could  scarcely  have  bwn  more  ho|  e 
hia  first:  although  one,  to  which,  as  we  have  n>en,  11 
lunaie  Primre.  at  least  as  lain  as  ac\-t.'nte«>ii  hundrvd  i 
iliiM,  atill  looked  with  hope  and  expectauon. 
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LETTER  I. 

tULWBUt  LATIMBU  TO  ALAZT  PAIBPORD. 

Damfyiet. 
hr  AIM  txanitnas  mterelU  tw's?—ln  plain, En- 
li,Why  do  you  deafen  me  with  your  croaking  1 
I  dis»)n8oiate  tone  in  which  you  bade  me  farc- 
lat  Noblo-Houne,*  and  mounted  your  miserable 
k  to  return  to  your  law  drudsery,  still  sounds  in 
ears.  It  seemed  to  say.  "Happy  dog!  you  can 
ibfe  at  plt>n8ure  over  hill  and  dale,  pursue  every 
ict  of  curiosity  that  presents  itw:lf.  and  reiinquisn 
chaae  when  it  loses  interest;  while  I,  your  senior 
iyour  better,  must,  in  this  brilliant  season,  return 
■y  narrow  chamber  and  my  musty  books, 
•ch  was  the  import  of  the  reflections  with  which 
Mddened  our  parting  bottle  of  claret,  and  thus 
■it  needs  interpret  the  terms  of  your  melancholy 
m. 

od  why  should  this  be  so,  Alan  ?  Why  the  deuce 
old  you  not  be  sitting  precis<'ly  opnosite  to  me  at 
I  moment,  in  the  same  comfortable  George  Inn ; 
beels  on  the  fender,  and  thy  juridical  brow  ex- 
dmg  its  plications  as  a  pun  rose  in  your  fancy? 
»te  all,  why.  when  I  fill  this  very  glass  of  wine, 
■oti  push  tiie  bottle  to  you,  ana  say,  "Fairford, 
are  chased !"  Why,  I  say,  should  not  all  this 
noept  because  Alan  Fairford  has  not  the  sarne 
i  wnae  of  friendship  as  Oarsie  Latimer,  and  will 
ngard  our  purses  as  common  as  well  as  our 
limentsl 

■m  alone  in  the  world ;  nay  only  guardian  writes 
De  of  a  lHra;e  fortune,  which  will  be  mine  when  I 
ih  the  age  of  twenty-five  complete;  rny  present 
Nne  is,  tliou  knowest,  more  than  sufncient  for 
ny  wants ;  and  yet  thou— traitor  as  thou  art  to 
twaae  of  fricnnship— dost  deprive  me  of  the 
mre  of  thv  society,  and  submittest,  besides,  to 
Hienial  on  thine  own  part,  rather  than  my  wan- 
inn  should  cost  me  a  few  guineas  n\ore !  Is  this 
m  for  my  purse^  or  for  thine  own  pride?  Is  it 
equally  absurd  and  unreasonable,  whichever 
lee  it  springs  from?  For  myself,  I  tell  thee,  I 
^  and  shall  have,  more  than  enough  for  both, 
la  nme  methodical  Samuel  Griffiths,  of  Iron- 
nyer-Lane,  Guildhall,  London,  whose  letter  ar- 
m  as  duly  as  quarter-day,  has  sent  me,  as  I  told 
e,  double  allowance  for  this  my  twenty-first  birih- 
\  and  on  assurance,  in  his  brief  fashion,  that  it 
fbe  again  doubled  for  the  succeeding  years,  until 
Iter  into  possession  of  my  own  property.  Still  I 
to  refrain  from  visiting  England  until  my  twcnty- 
li  year  expires  \  and  it  is  recommended  that  I  shall 
bakr  all  inquiru^s  concerning  my  family,  and  so 
ih,  for  the  present. 
Vere  it  not  that  I  recollect  my  poor  mother  in  her 

t widow's  weeds,  with  a  countenance  that  never 
d  but  when  she  looked  on  me— and  then,  in  such 
D  and  woful  surt,  as  the  sun  when  he  glances 
oogh  an  April  cluud— were  it  not,  I  say,  that  her 
Id  and  matn>u-like  form  and  comitenance  forbid 
Jl  ■  suspicion,  I  might  think  myself  the  son  of 
Be  Indian  director,  or  rich  citizen,  who  had  mort; 
■Ith  than  grace,  and  a  handful  of  hypocrisy  to  boot, 
i  who  was  breeding  up  privately,  and  obscurely 
iefaing,  one  of  whose  existence  he  had  some  reason 
be  asnam'tl.  Rut,  as  I  sniH  before,  I  think  on  my 
Mher  and  am  convincHl  as  much  as  of  the  exist- 
xoi  my  own  soul,  that  no  touch  of  shame  could 
aefrom  aught  in  which  she  was  implicated.  Mean 
Tht  frat  staa*  on  the  road  fhm'  Edinburgh  to  Damfhas, 


time,  I  am  wealthy,  and  I  am  alone,  and  why  doea 
my  friend  scruple  to  share  my  wealth  ? 

Are  you  not  my  only  friend  ?  and  have  you  not  ac- 
auired  a  right  to  share  my  wealth  ?  Answer  me  that, 
Alan  Fairford.  When  I  was  brought  from  the  aoli- 
tude  of  my  mother's  dwelling  into  the  tumult  of  the 
Gaits'  Class  at  the  High  School— when  I  was  mocked 
for  my  English  accent— salted  with  snow  as  a  South- 
ern—rolled in  the  gutter  for  a  Saxon  pock -pudding, 
—who,  with  stout  arguments,  ond  stouter  blows, 
stood  forth  my  defender  7- why,  Alan  Fairford.  Who 
beat  me  soundly  when  I  brousht  the  arrogance  of  an 
only  son,  and  of  course  a  8poili>d  urchin,  to  the  forma 
of  the  little  republic  ?— why,  Alan.  And  who  taiight 
me  to  smoke  a  cobbler,  pui  a  lo^en,  head  a  bicker, 
and  hold  the  bannets?*— Alan,  once  more.  If  I  bo- 
came  the  pride  of  the  Yarda,  and  the  dread  of  the 
hucksters  in  the  High-School  Wynd,  it  was  under 
thy  patnmage;  and,  but  for  thee,  I  had  been  con- 
tented with  humbly  passing  through  the  Cowgate- 
Port,  without  chmbing  over  the  top  of  it,  ana  had 
never  seen  the  KUtU  nine  9tepgf  nearer  than  from 
Bareford's  Parks.  You  taught  me  to  keep  myfingera 
oflf  the  weak,  and  to  clench  my  fist  against  the 
strong— to  carry  no  tales  out  of  school— to  stand 
forth  like  a  true  man— obey  the  stern  order  of  a 
Pande  manumt  and  endure  my  pawmiea  without 
wincing,  like  one  that  is  determined  not  to  be  the 
better  tor  them.  lo  a  woiil,  before  I  knew  tliee,  I 
know  nothing. 

At  college  it  was  the  same.  When  I  waa  incorrigi- 
bly idle,  your  example  and  encouragement  roused  me 
to  mental  exertion,  and  showed  me  the  way  to  intel- 
lectual, enjoyment.  You  made  me  a  bistonan,  a  me- 
taphysician, {invita  Afinerro,)— nay,  by  Heaven !  you 
had  almost  made  an  advocate  of  mc,  as  well  a«  of 
yourself  Yes,  rather  than  nart  with  you,  Alan,  I 
attended  a  weary  season  at  tne  Scotch  Law  Claaa; 
a  wearier  at  the  Civil :  and  with  what  excellent  ad- 
vantage, my  note-book  filled  with  caricatures  of  the 
professors  and  my  fellow-students,  it  it  not  yet  ex- 
tent to  testify? 

"  Tluu  fw  hav«  I  held  on  wirh  thes  mtiPMl  t" 
and,  to  say  truth,  purely  and  solely  that  I  might  travel 
the  same  road  with  thee.  But  it  wj^  not  do,  Alan. 
By  my  faith,  man,  I  could  as  soon  thmk  of  being  one 
of  those  ingenious  traders  who  cheat  little  Master 
Jackies  on  the  outside  of  the  partition  with  tops,  balls, 
bata,  and  battledorei>,  as  a  member  of  the  long-robed 
fraternity  within,  who  impose  on  grown  country  gen- 
tlemen with  bouncing  bmcards  of  law.t  Now,  don't 

-  Break  ■  window,  head  a  ■kirmiah  with  ctoneii^  iind  hold 
the  bonoM  or  haiKlkerehicr,  which  UMd  to  divide  liich-«chool 
tM>7»  wli«n  fliriitini;. 

A  piiM  on  the  very  brink  of  Uio  Cwtle-mrk  to  the  north,  br 


which  it  ii  jwt  pouible  fur  a  ynet,  or  a  hirti-Mhoiil  bojr,  to 
turn  tlie  comer  or  the  buiidinf  whero  it  rite*  from  tlie  edie  of 
UiL'  precipice.    TIiim  wax  ho  favourite  a  feat  with  ttie  "  hf.llaad 


iieck  bojr«"  of  the  hifher  rUMt>«,  that  at  one  time  aenlineU 
were  iMMted  to  prevent  ita  rppeiilion.  One  of  tlie  nineitepa 
waa  rendered  naoro  icenre  becaaae  the  climber  eould  take  hold 
of  the  mot  of  a  nettle,  ao  precarioua  were  the  meana  of  paMiair 
thia  celebrated  ap<it.  Tlie  maniiinv  tlie  Omrate  I'urt.  eikpeeialljr 
in  anow-ball  tioM,  waa  alao  a  clmice  aoiuiwmi'nt.  aa  it  oflbffed 
an  inarreatible  fetatii»n  to  the  bttyt  who  uaed  tlieae  miaailee  to 
the  anno)-aNee  of  the  paaivnceraL  Tlie  fateway  la  now  dinmr- 
liahed  ;  and  probably  must  of  ita  farriaon  lie  u*  low  aa  tlie  A»rt- 
roM.  To  recollect  that  tlie  author  liimaHf,  howi'ver  naturally 
diarpuilittrd,  waa  one  of  thoae  juvenile  drcadnauffhta,  ia  a  aad 
rpfleciion  to  one  wIki  cannot  now  atep  over  a  brook  withoat 
amiiifnnoe. 

I  Tlie  Hall  of  tlie  Parliament  Houae  of  Cdinburfh  waa.  n 
former  daya,  divided  into  two  uiioqoal  portiona  by  ■  partilMn, 
tlie  inner  aide  of  which  waa  conaarrated  to  the  uae  of  the  Coiirta 
of  Jiialiee  and  the  arntlemcn  of  Uie  law  ;  while  the  ovlar  dm- 
I  aioa  was  oc  espied  by  the  alalia  of  alatiooera.  toyaMo,  aae  Om 
V% 


REDGAUNTLET. 


[LrtdI 


you  n»nd  thia  to  your  worthy  fjithft.  Alan— he  Iovc» 
me  well  enois:?h.  I  know,  of  n  Sariiraay  niglit;  but  he 
tliinkd  me  but  iilli*  companv  for  nriy  other  day  of  the 
wn»'k.  And  h^re,  I  suspet^tj  litrp  your  real  objcn'ffon  to 
lakin;;  a  ramble  with  me  throucii  the  (i>>uthem  coiin- 
liesi  in  this  dHinous  wi;nfher.  I  know  thu  gixid  iftm- 
tlenian  has  hard  though t»  of  mu  fir  bifiuK  00  uni«et- 
rled  ns  to  leavo  t/iinbur^h  before  the  Session  risirn? 
IicrbapH,  too,  he  qiiarnfl:)  a  lit  tie- 1  will  not  say,  with 
my  want  of  ancestry,  but  with  my  want  or  con- 
nexions. He  ri-rkimfl  me  a  lone  thinsr  in  this  world, 
Al:in,  and  so  in  ^ood  truth  I  am  ;  and  it  stiMiis  a  reO' 
»on  to  him  why  yrxi  should  not  attach  yourself  to  mc, 
that  I  cnn  claim  no  interest  in  the  general  henl. 

Do  not  suppose  I  forijet  what  I  owe  him.  for  pcr- 
miiiinir  me  to  Hh;;Uer  for  four  years  und«T  nisroof: 
My  ohli^irions  to  him  are  not  the  less,  luit  the 
Rrrater,  if  he  never  heartily  loved  me.  He  is  anjcry, 
too,  that  I  will  not,  or  oanfiot.  N.;  a  lawyer,  and,  with 
reference  to  you,  ctmsiders  my  disinchnation  that  way 
as  prssimi  rxcmf>li,  as  he  uiiirht  sav. 

But  lie  iic(h1  not  be  afraid  that  a  fad  of  your  steadi- 
ness will  be  influenced  by  such  a  nw.*d  shaken  by  the 
winds  as  I  am.  Vou  wiO  go  on  doubting  with  Dirle- 
ton,  and  n*.<4olvin(;  thosM  doubts  with  Stewart,*  until 
the  cramp  si>«'ech+  has  fxH/n  spoken  more  9oti(o  fn»m 
the  corner  of  the  bench,  and  with  covered  head— 
until  you  have  sworn  to  defend  the  liberties  and  prin- 
lepes  of  the  College  of  Justice— until  the  black  gown 
is  hunifon  your  shoulders,  and  you  are  as  fn-e  as  any 
of  the  Faeulty  to  sue  or  defend.  Then  will  I  step 
forth,  Alan,  and  in  a  character  which  even  your 
father  will  allow  mny  be  more  useful  to  you  than  had 
I  sharcfl  this  splendid  trnnination  of  your  le^al  stu- 
dies. In  n  word,  if  I  cannot  be  a  counsel,  I  am  de- 
termined to  be  a  client,  a  sort  of  person  without 
whom  a  lawsuit  would  be  as  dull  a**  n  supposed  case. 
Yes,  I  am  determined  to  Rive  you  your  first  fee.  One 
can  easily,  I  am  assured,  get  into  a  lawsuit— it  is  only 
the  Rcttinjrout  that  is  sometimes  found  troublesome; 
— ami  with  your  kind  r.ther  for  an  ajjent,  and  you 
for  my  counsel  leameii  in  the  law.  and  the  worshipful 
Master  Snmuel  QrifTiths  to  back  me,  a  few  8<wsions 
shall  not  tin;  my  patience.  In  short,  I  will  make  my 
way  into  Court,  even  if  it  should  cost  me  the  com- 
mittin.:;  a  <2«/irf,  or  at  least  a  quavi  delict.— Yoa  see 
all  is  hot  lost  of  what  Erskine  wrote,  and  Wollacc 
taught. 

Thus  far  I  have  fooled  it  off  well  enough ;  and  yet. 
Alan,  ail  is  not  at  ease  within  me.  I  am  affected 
with  a  sense  of  loneliness,  the  more  depn'ssing,  that 
it  sei'ms  to  me  to  be  a  solitude  peculiarly  my  own. 
In  a  ctiuntry  where  all  the  world  have  a  drcle  of  con- 
san:;iiinity.  ext^ndinif  to  sixth  cousins  nt  least,  I  am 
n  S4>litnr>'  indiiHdual,  having  only  one  kind  heart  to 
tiirob  ill  unison  with  my  own.  If  I  were  condemned 
to  labour  ibr  my  bread,  methinks  I  should  less  r«*gard 
thi-*  peculiar  spc*cies  of  deprivation.  The  neees«ar>' 
communication  of  master  and  servnnt  would  bo  at 
least  a  tie  which  would  attach  me  to  the  rest  of  my 
kind — as  it  is,  my  very  indt!jv»njloiice  9C<mis  to  cnhiincc 
the  peculiarity  <)f  my  situation.  I  am  in  the  world  os 
a  Btranicer  in  the  crowded  coHiMihouse,  where  he  en- 
ters, calls  for  what  refreshments  h'j  wants,  pays  his 
hill,  and  is  forgotten  so  soon  as  the  waiter  0  mouth 
has  pronounced  his  "  Thank  ye,  sir." 

liks.  Ni  in  a  mo'lRm  bazaar.  From  thn  old  plaf  of  the  Plain 
Dealer,  it  munw  mrH  wan  fnrnwrljr  llMt  raw  with  Wevtininiiter- 
Hall.  Minn"  Iim  nnw  parifled  hia  coaru  in  both  eitin  from 
all  tralTlj  but  hi*  own. 

*  "  Sir  John  Niflbett  of  Dirlctnn'«!)oubtii  and  Qoevtiontapon 
the  Law.  e«iK*riallr  of  Hnotland  ;"  anH,  "8ir  Jameii  fltawart'd 
Dirletnn'ii  DouhtJi  and  QiHMtiom  on  the  Law  of  .Scotland  re- 
•olved  and  aiiAwerod,"  are  worka  orautlioritr  in  S<*ortiBh  juria- 

ridenrf*.    An  in  cenemlijr  tlio  cant,  tlie  Doubta  are  held  more 
rNpect  thin  tlie  Holution 

1 1'ill  of  late  piara.  evory  adroeate  who  entered  at  the  Scot- 
tiMli  biir  madtt  a  Intin  addK^M  to  the  Court,  facultr.  and  audi- 
ence, in  ket  termi.  and  Mid  a  few  wnrddi  uiMvn  a  text  of  tiM*  ri" 
ril  law,  to  »how  hib  I^tinitv  and  juri«iirodonee.  He  nl^  wore 
bin  hat  for  a  minate,  in  order  to\indirate  hi*  rirht  ofhetns 
rovort»d  hi'fiire  the  court,  wtiich  in  «iid  to  have  oririnnted  from 
tlie  rftehratM  lawfer.  8ir  Thoma«  Hope,  liavinf  twn  lona  on 
tho  Itenrh  while  lie  tiim«elf  remniiied  at  the  Itar.  Of  late  thin 
eereinonjr  ha<i  been  diitpcii-^Ml  with,  an  occunrinir  the  time  of 
llie  court  annnroMariif.  The  entrant  lawyer  merely  tnkea  the  ■ 
•ailiii  10  ffiif^niinent,  aad  iweara  to  maJDlaio  dw  nilaiand  pri*  : 
vilafoa  of  Ilia  uxdcr. 


I     I  know  your  good  father  would  frrm  (His  §innim, 

I  mtf  mr.rrir*,*  and  ask  how  I  should  fe«-l  if,  instead  < 

j  biTftg  able  to  throw  down  my  P'ck<minir,  I  wei 

oi)liK«>d  to  d»Trecnte  the  n-sentmenl  of  ih«  landlor 

for  consuming  that  which  I  could  i>ot  pay  for. 

cannot  tell  liuwif  is;  but,  though  this  v^  n^asen 

able  ri'tlection  cornes  across  m»*,  and  though  I  d 

Confess  that  four  hundnii  a«year  in  j>oss.-ssi4>n,  eigli 

i  hundred  in  near  prosfwct,  anfi  the  i,— d  knows  Iw 

■  many  hundreds  more  in  the  distnrMv,  an'  very  p»vtt 

ami  comfortable  things,  yrt  I  would  fn.i  ly  give  on 

.  half  of  fill  Ti  to  call  your  father  /aO'ur,  though  h 

!  should  scold  meffrrmy  id lenf?ss  every  hour  of  the  da] 

and  to  call  you  brtMher^  thou'^h  a  brother  whoec  merit 

,  would  throw  my  own  so  compfeifjly  into  the  shade. 

I     The  faint,  yrt  not  improbable  belu-f  orteii  has  com 

acniss  me,  that  your  father  knows  s<Miiethin9  nior 

al>out  my  birth  and  natural  condition  than  he  is  will 

in!?  to  communicate;   it  is  so  unlikely  that  I  shouli 

have  iK-cti  Irft  in  Kdinburgh  at  six  y<r:ir4  old,  withoi 

any  other  n.'L'onniK'ndation  than  the  nretilnr  paymen 

of  my  board  to  old  M 1  of  the  Hivrh  School 

Beforir  thnt  lime,  as  I  have  often  told  yon,  Ihavebn 
a  recollectiim  of  unbounded  indulgenec  on  my  mo- 
ther's part,  and  the  most  tvTaniiical  excrtimi  oi 
caprice  wi  my  own.  I  remember  still  how  bflterlv 
sh."  sighed,  how  vainly  she  strove  to  soothe  me,  whik 
in  the  full  energy  of  deHporisin,  1  rrMiri-d  like  ten  (hiII 
calves,  for  somiithing  which  it  was  imposMihlc  10 pre- 
cure  for  me.  She  is  dead,  that  kind,  that  ill  rewanM 
mother!  I  remember  the  long  faces-  i!ie  darfcencii 
r^>om-the  black  hangings— the  mysterious  impres- 
sion mad<;  iinon  my  mind  by  the  hearse  and  moomiM 
coaches,  and  the  nifliculty  which  I  had  to  recotidfe 
all  this  to  the  disappearance  of  my  mother.  I  do  not 
think  I  had  bi*forc  this  event  formed  any  idea  of 
deatii,  or  that  I  had  even  heard  of  that  final  cormid- 
mationof  all  ibat  lives.  Tlu*  first  acquaintance  whdi 
I  fornn.d  with  it  deprived  me  of  my  only  relation. 

A  clerg>'man  of  venerable  app<»amiici'T  our  only 
v  siter,  was  my  guide  and  coninanion  in  a  journey  of 
considerable  length ;  and  in  the  charge  of  another 
elderly  man,  substituted  in  his  place,  I  know  not  how 
or  why,  I  completed  my  journey  to  Scotland— and 
this  is  all  I  recollect. 

1  r\'pf.'at  the  little  history  now,  as  I  have  a  hroi- 
dred  tunes  done  before,  merely  because  I  wonkl  k 
some  .si.»nse  otit  of  it.  Turn,  then,  thy  sharp,  ' 
drawing,  lawyer-like  ingenuity  to  the  snme  task— 
make  up  my  history  as  though  thou  vert  shaping  the 
btundenng  nlle^tions  of  some  blue- bonneted,  niini- 
headml  climt,  into  a  condescendence  of  facts  and 
circumstances,  and  thou  shah  be,  not  luy  ApoHo— 
ipiid  tihi  rum  /yra/— but  my  Lord  Stair.t  Metn 
while,  I  have  written  niysdf  out  of  my  melanchoh 
and  bine  devils,  merely  by  prosing  a  bmii  them:  sol 
will  now  converse  hair  an  hour  with  Roan  Ronin  ir 
his  stall-  the  rascal  knows  mf*  already,  and  snickcn 
wheiiovcr  I  cross  the  threshold  of  the  stable. 

The  black  which  you  besinxlc  ycsit-rday  morning 
promises  to  be  an  admirable  road.Mtcr,  und  ambled  a* 
easily  with  Sam  and  the  portmnnteau,  as  with  yix 
anrl  your  load  of  law-learning.  Sam  promises  to  bi 
sleaiiy,  and  has  hitherto  been  so.  IVo  hmg  Irinl,  ypi 
will  say.  He  lays  the  blame  of  forn>cr  iriaccuraciir 
on  evil  company— the  people  who  wen*  at  the  livety 
stable  were  too  seductive,  I  supnose— he  denies  h 
ever  did  thehorso  injustice— would  rather  have  want 
ed  his  own  dinner,  he  says.  In  this  I  Im  licvo  him,  m 
Roan  Rubin's  ribs  and  coat  show  no  marks  of  oon 
tradiction.  However,  as  he  will  meet  with  no  saint 
in  the  inns  we  frequent,  and  ns  oats  are  somefimr 
as  speedily  converted  into  ale  as  John  Barteycon 
himself^  I  shall  keep  a  look-out  after  Master  Sam 
Stunid  fellow !  had  he  not  abused  my  good  nature 
might  hrive  chatted  to  him  to  keen  my  tongue  in  exer 
ci.'e;  whereas  now,  I  must  keen  him  at  a  distance. 

Do  you  remember  what  3Ir.  Fairl'ord  said  tome  01 

*  A  peraliarSrottiah  phnme.exiirewiye of  jnrratitvde  forth 
ftivuiim  of  Pmvidi.'nco. 

t  Pri»h:ibly  Mathieaon.  the  prederi'Miir  of  Hr.  Adama.  |i 
whoce  memory  I  lie  author  and  hw  contimporam-a  owe  a  dee, 
di-br  of  rraiitud<>. 

;  Celebrated  as  a  Scotliah  lawyer. 
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thii  mbjeet,--ii  did  not  bficome  ray  fiither's  son  to 
j|»ik  in  that  manner  to  Sam's  f«thcr*s  son  1  I  asked 
foum-hat  your  fothiT  cfiuld  possibly  know  of  mino; 
and  yuu  answered,  "As  much,  you  siippo.sed,  as  he 
kitfw  of  Sam's— it  was  a  pnm-rbial  cxpresiutnL*' 
Tiiii  did  not  quite  saiisfy  mc,  though  I  am  sun*  I  can- 
not tdl  why  it  6honid  not.  Bui  I  am  returniiiK  ro  a 
fnaihwa  and  exhausted  subjert.  Do  not  be  afraid  that 
Ishallcome  back  on  this  well-trodden  yet  ikiiIiIchs 
fidd  of  conjecture.  I  know  nothing  so  useless,  so 
HliMv  fiei'Me  and  (H)nteniptiblc,  as  the  groanini;  forth 
onr's helpless  lamentations  into  the  ears  of  our  friends. 
I  would  fiiin  promise  you  that  my  letters  shall  be  as 
ntmainini;,  as  1  am  determined  they  shall  1k'  rtytilar 
ind  well  filled.  Wc  have  an  advantage  over  the  dear 
(heads  of  old,  every  pair  of  thorn.  Neither  David  and 
Jonathan,  nor  OrcstGs  iind  Pylodes,  nor  Dauion  and 
Pythiae— aitlioufsh,  in  the  latter  case  particularly,  a 
Micr  by  post  would  have  Iteen  very  i^  cceptable— ever 
enrriidiMiKJod  fi^ahir;  for  they  probably  could  not 
write,  and  certainly  had  neither  posts  nor  frnnks  \u 
ipsed  their  effusions  to  each  other;  whereas  yours, 
which  yoa  hod  fn)ni  the  old  peer,  bcinj;  handled  ^ntly, 
and  opened  with  precaution,  may  bi;  returne<i  to  nie 
anin,  and  arrve  to  make  us  free  of  his  Majesty's  post- 
ofioe,  during  the  whole  time  of  my  proposed  tour.* 
Ncny  upon  ns,  Alan!  what  letters  I  shall  have  to 
tmd  yon,  with  an  account  of  all  that  I  con  collect,  of 
pleMBnc  or  rare,  in  this  wildgoosc  jaunt  of  mine! 
AH  I  stipulate  is,  that  you  do  not  communicate  them 
IS  the  8ent«  Macazine;  for  though  you  used,  in  a  left- 
bnded  way.  to  compliment  nic  on  myaitainuii^ntsm 
ike  li8^tcr  brnnches  of  literature,  at  the  expense  of 
■7  deficiency' in  the  weightier  matters  of  the  law,  I 
tmnot  yet  audacious enouuh  to  enter  the  iwrtul  which 
Aelearncd  Ruddiman  so  Kindly  o|>ened  for  the  aco- 
Ijles  of  the  M  uses. —  Vdit^  ttis  memor  nui.      D.  L. 

P.  S.~Din>ct  to  the  Post-Office;  here.    I  shall  leave 
to  forward  your  letters  wherever  I  may  travel 


LETTER  II. 

AfJ^K   FAIRFOBD  TO  DABSIK  LATIMER. 

Sentur,  my  dear  Darsie— vou  have  logic  and  law 
•miKn  to  uiMJerstand  the  wonfof  denial.  1  dony  your 
conclusion.  Tlie  pn^mises  I  admit,  namely,  that  when 
I  mounted  on  that  infernal  hack,  I  might  utter  what 
KMMd  a  sigh,  nlthongh  I  deemed  it  lost  amid  the 
Mffcand  groans  of  the  bmki*n-winded  bruu%  match- 
Ma  in  ilic  complication  of  her  compaints  by  any  save 
Ae,  tlie  poor  man's  marc,  renowned  in  song,  that  died 
"  A  mile  11)0011  DiM<1ee.'*t 

Bat  erMii  me,  Darsie,  tfio  sigh  which  escaped  mc, 
floncenieil  rhoe  more  than  myself,  and  regarded  nei- 
ther file  suiierinr  mettle  of  your  cavalry,  nor  your 
Rreater  eonimand  of  the  means  of  travelling.  I  coidd 
ctnainlv  have  rheeifully  have  ridden  on  with  you  for 
a  few  days;  ami  assure  yourself  1  would  not  have 
hssilatod'to  rax  y(Hir  Initer-fdled  purse  for  our  .ioint 
crpenses.  But  yon  know  my  father  considers  i^xev; 
momrnt  taken  from  the  law  as  a  step  down  hill ;  and 
lowe  HMich  to  his  anxiety  on  my  account,  although 
ilt  elfeets  an-  wmeiimes  tnKiblesomc.    For  example. 

I  found.  fMi  niv  arrival  at  ilie  shop  in  Brown's 
Square,  that  the  old  gentleman  had  retumtxl  that 
venr  erenin;;.  impniient,  it  seems,  of  remaining  a 
sisnt  out  of  thr  imanlianship  of  the  domestic  Lares. 
Having  this  informntitm  from  James,  whose  brow 
wore  rather  an  anxio«j8  look  on  the  occasion,  I  des- 

*  It  h  vdl  knfiHn  smi  n>fiM>n>tmr«>d,  tho<  whrn  M^mbpfi:  of 
^rlisownt  4<''|<i)e<l  lli«t  unlimited  priviUu'o  of  fmnkiue  by  t)M* 
mttff.  vritinff  dx*  nuniv  on  (he  mvcr.  it  wm^  ^xtcnili>d  to  ittA 
•wt  «TtTa(ir<1iiinrv  itrniKifMiii.  Oii^  nnble  lord.  tocuprfM  tim 
i't<i'4  furs  imrtirular  n>i.'i«nriit.  fimnked  n  Iriier  for  esrry  ri«nk 
•■f'  flie.  It  M  rm  I'liMtfimary  alM>  U\  mv«>  Ww.  e«i\'en«  ami  n>iuin 
<t«n,  Ml  nni*-r  Ui:i'  ttip  r4)rr^4|>ondonre  miriit  be  carried  oo  aa 
law  an  rtir  •«v«!lii|tt^  rould  hold  ti*cetliiT. 

*  AlladiBf.  o«  all  erataowii  koow,  to  CIm  humuroua  okl 

"  The!  a«ld  inan'a  nuirp'i  d#«d, 
Tlir  pair  mnn'i  inan>'iid<*ad, 
Th**  nuid  ninn'ii  nmre'ii  df>adL 


patched  a  Highland  chairman  to  the  liver/  stable 
with  my  Kucepnalus,  and  slunk,  with  as  little  noise  as 
might  nc^  iiito  my  own  den,  where  I  be£;nn  to  mum- 
ble ctTtnm  half-gnawid  and  not  half-digesii.d  doc- 
trine!* of  our  municipal  co<le.  I  wos  not  long  seated, 
when  my  father's  visaKe  was  thrust,  in  a  peering  sort 
of  way,  through  the  tialf-ojiened  door;  and  with- 
drawn, on  string  my  oceur>ntion,  with  a  hnlf-articu- 
latrd  hnmjiJi  I  which  scf.nitd  to  convey  a  doubt  of  thu 
striousness  of  my  application.  If  it  were  so,  I  can- 
not condtnm  him;  for  recollection  of  thee  occupial 
mc  so  entiri'ly  during  an  hour's  n^adinp,  tiiat  although 
i^lair  lay  before  nte,  and  notwiihstanduigthat  I  lurned 
ovt-r  thKe  or  four  pages,  the  sens*?  of  nis  lordship's 
clear  and  perspicuous  style  so  far  escaped  me,  that  I 
had  the  moriitication  to  tind  my  labour  was  utterly 
in  vain. 

Ere  I  ha<I  brought  up  my  Ice- way,  James  appeared 
with  his  summons  to  our  fnigal  suiixT— niaicrhes, 
chee.«^e,  and  a  bottle  of  the  old  ale— only  two  plates 
though— and  no  chair  set  for  Mr.  Dar^ic,  by  the  at- 
tentive James  Wilkinson.  Said  James,  with  his  long 
face,  lank  hair,  and  very  long  oigtail  in  its  leathern 
strap,  was  placed,  as  usual,  at  llie  back  of  mv  father's 
chair,  upright  as  a  wooden  sentinel  at  the  door  of  a 
puppet-show.  "  ^'ou  may  go  down,  James,"  said  my 
fathir;  and  exit  Wilkinson.— What  is  to  come  nejttl 
thought  I ;  for  the  weather,  is  not  clear  on  the  paier^ 
na!  brow. 

Mv  boots  encountered  his  first  glance  of  diR>leasiire, 
and  lie  askexl  me,  with  a  sneer,  which  way  I  had  been 
riding.  He  expectiYl  mc  to  answer,  Nowhere," 
and  would  then  have  been  at  me  with  his  usual  sar- 
casm, touchmg  the  humour  of  walking  in  shoes 
at  twenty  shillings  a  pair.  But  I  answered  with  com- 
posure, that  I  had  ridden  out  to  dinner  as  fur  as  No- 
ble-House. He  started,  .(you  kncfw  his  way,)  ns  if  I 
had  said  that  I  had  diiiivd  at  Jericho ;  and  as  I  did  not 
choose  to  seem  to  observe  his  surprise,  but  continued 
munching  my  radishes  in  tranquillity,  he  broke  forth 
in  ire. 

"  To  Noblo-House,  sir!  and  what  had  you  to  do  at 
Noble-House,  sir?— Do  you  remember  vou  are  study- 
ing law  sir?- that  your  Scots  law  trials  are  coming 
on,  sir?-  that  every  moment  of  your  time  just  now 
is  worth  hours  at  another  time? — und  have  you  leisure 
to  go  to  Noble-House,  sir?— and  to  throw  your  books 
behind  you  for  so  many  hours  ?— Had  it  been  a  lurn 
in  the  M<>adows,  or  even  a  game  at  golf— but  Noble- 
House,  sir !" 

"I  went  so  far  with  Darsie  Latimer,  sir,  to  sec  him 
bepin  his  journey.*' 

Darsie  Latimer?"  he  renlied  in  a  softened  tone— 
"  Humph !— Well,  I  do  nol  blarne  you  for  being  kind 
to  Darsie  Latimer;  but  ii  would  have  done  as  much 
cood  if  you  had  walked  with  him  as  far  as  the  toll- 
bar,  and  then  made  your  farewells— it  would  have 
saved  horse-hire— and  your  reckoning,  toe,  at  din- 
ner." 

"  Latimer  paid  that  sir,"  I  replied,  thinking  to  sof- 
ten the  matter;  but  I  had  much  better  have  left  it 
unspoken. 

"The  reckoning,  sir?"  replied  my  father.  "And 
did  you  sponge  u^>on  any  man  for  a  rtckoning?  Sir, 
no  man  should  enter  the  door  of  a  puhlic-house  with- 
out paying  his  lawing." 

"  I  admit  the  general  rule,  sir,"  I  replied ;  "but  tliis 
was  a  parting-i'iip  between  Darsie  and  me;  and  I 
should  ctmccive  it  fell  under  the  exception  of  Dock, 
an  ditrrfM^i,'* 

"Yt'u  think  yourself  a  wit,"  said  my  father,  with 
a»(  lunr  an  approach  to  a  sunle  as  e>'er  he  in  rmits  to 
gild  the  solenmity  of  his  features:  "  But  I  reckon  you 
did  not  ent  your  dinner  standini;,  like  the  Jews  at  tneir 
Passover?  and  it  was  decideuin  a  esse  hi  fore  ihn 
lown-bnilies  of  Cupar-Angus  when  Luckie  Simpson's 
<r<)w  had  drunk  up  Luckic  Jameson's  lirowst  of  ale, 
while  it  stood  in  the  door  to  ixniI,  that  thtre  was  tut 
dariiage  to  pay,  b^'cause  the  cnnninie  drank  without 
sitting  do\vn  ;  such  being  the  very  (irctunstsmee  coii> 
stitutmg  Pock  an  dortth-h,  which  is  a  standing  drink, 
for  which  no  reckoning  is  paid.  Ha.  sii !  what  says 
your  advocateship  (firri)  to  that?  Exriplio jfirmai 
rtgulamn-lSui  ooiue,  fill  your  glassi  Alan ;  I  ani  not 
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■ony  ye  have  shown  this  attention  to  Danie  Latimer, 
who  is  a  Rood  lad,  aa  timcn  go ;  and  havinK  now  lived 
under  my  roof  aincc  he  left  the  school,  why,  there  ia 
R'ally  no  great  matter  in  coming  undiT  this  small  ob- 
ligation to  him." 

As  I  saw  my  father's  scruples  were  much  softened 
by  the  consciousness  of  his  superiority  in  the  le/al 
argument,  I  took  care  to  Brct>pt  my  pardon  as  a  mat- 
ter of  grace,  rather  than  of  justice ;  and  only  replied, 
we  should  feel  ourselves  diiilcr  of  an  evening,  now 
that  you  were  absent.  I  will  give  you  my  father's 
exact  words  in  reply,  Darsie.  You  know  him  so  well, 
that  they  will  not  offend  yon ;  and  you  are  also  aware, 
that  there  mingles  with  the  good  man^s  preciseness 
and  formality,  a  fund  of  shrewd  observation  and  prac- 
tical good  sense. 

"It  is  very  true,"  ho  said;/*  Darsie  was  a  pleasant 
companion— but  over  waggish,  over  waggish.  Alan, 
and  somewhat  scatter-bramud.— Ry  the  way,  Wilkin- 
son must  get  our  ale  bottled  in  Ffnglish  pmts  now, 
for  a  quart  bottle  is  too  much,  night  after  night,  for 

rou  and  me,  without  his  assistance.— But  Darsie,  as 
was  saying,  is«  an  arch  lad,  and  somewhat  light  in 
tht  uppor  story— I  wish  him  well  through  the  world ; 
but  he  has  little  solidity,  Alan,  Utile  solidity." 

I  scorn  to  desert  an  absent  friend,  Darsie,  so  I  said 
for  you  a  little  more  than  my  conscience  warranted  : 
but  your  defection  from  your  lepil  studies  had  driven 
you  far  to  leeward  in  niv  fa  theirs  good  opinion. 

**  Unstable  as  water,  he  shall  not  excel,"  said  my 
father;  "or,  as  the  Septuagint  hath  it,  RJfuta  tst 
Micut  a'pia—non  cresrat.  He  goeth  to  dancing- 
houses,  and  readeth  novcl»— «a^  ««/." 

I  endeavoured  to  parry  these  texts  by  observing, 
that  the  dancing-houses  amounted  only  to  one  night 
at  La  Pique's  ball— the  novels  (so  far  as  matter  of 
notoriety,  Darsie)  to  an  odd  volume  of  Tom  Jones. 

"  But  he  danced  from  night  to  morning,"  replied 
my  father,  "  and  he  read  the  idle  trash,  which  the 
author  should  have  boen  scourged  for,  at  least  twenty 
times  over.    It  wns  never  out  of  his  hand." 

I  then  hinted,  that  in  all  probability  your  fortune 
was  now  so  ensy  as  to  dispense  with  your  prosecuting 
the  law  any  farther  than  you  had  done :  and  there- 
fore you  micht  think  you  had  some  title  ut  amuse 
yourself.  This  was  the  least  palatable  argument  of 
all. 

.  "If  he  cannot  amuse  himsolf  with  the  taw,"  said 
my  father,  snappishly,  "it  is  the  worse  for  him.  If 
he  needs  not  law  to  teach  him  to  make  a  fortune,  I 
am  sure  he  needs  it  to  teach  him  how  to  keep  one ; 
and  it  would  better  become  him  to  be  learning  this, 
than  to  be  scouring  the  country  like  a  landlouper, 
going  he  knows  not  where,  to  see  he  knows  not 
what,  and  giving  treats  at  ISoble-House  to  fools  like 
himself^"  (an  angry  glance  at  poor  me.)  "Noble- 
Houac,  indeed !"  he  repeated,  with  elevated  voice  and 
sneering  tone,  as  if  there  weie  8.'^mothing  oflensive  to 
him  in  the  very  name,  though  I  will  venture  to  say 
that  any  place  in  which  you  had  hren  extravagant 
enough  to  spend  five  shilhngs,  would  have  stood  as 
deep  in  his  n-^probation. 

Mindful  of  your  id(».  that  mv  father  knows  more 
of  your  real  .situation  than  he  thinks  proper  to  men- 
tion. I  thought  I  would  hazard  a  fi5(hing  observation, 
"laid  not  sec,"  I  said,  "how  the  Scottish  law  would 
be  useful  to  a  young  gentleman  whose  fortune  would 
seem  to  be  vested  in  Knglnnd."-:-!  really  thought  my 
father  would  have  beat  me. 

"  D'ye  mean  to  come  round  me,  air,  per  ambages, 
as  Counscller  Pest  snys?  What  is  it  to  you  where 
Darsie  Ln timer's  fortune  is  vesttd.  or  whether  he 
hath  any  formne,  ay  or  no?— And  what  ill  would  the 
Scottish  law  do  to  him,  thoimh  he  had  as  much  of  it 
as  cither  Stair  or  Bnnkton,  sir?  Is  not  the  foundation 
of  our  municipal  law  the  ancient  code  of  the  Roman 
Empire,  devised  at  a  time  when  it  was  so  much 
renowned  for  its  civil  polity,  sir,  and  wisdom  ?  Go  to 
your  bed,  sir,  afct-r  your  expedition  to  N»>ble-Houw, 
and  see  that  your  lamp  be  burning,  and  your  book 
before  you,  ere  the  sun  peeps.  Ara  lonra,  vita  breritt,— 
were  it  not  a  sin  to  call  the  divine  science  of  the  law 
by  the  inferior  name  of  art." 

80  my  lamp  d.d  bum,  dear  Darsie,  the  next  mora- 


ing,  though  tne  owner  took  the  risk  of  a  don 
visitation,  and  lay  snug  in  bed,  inisting  its  gl 
might,  without  farther  inquiry,  be  reciivud  ssso 
evid'^nce  of  his  vigilance.  And  now,  upon  t 
third  morning  after  your  departure,  things  1 
little  better;  for, though  the  lamp  burns  lu  b 
and  Voet  on  the  Pandects  hath  his  wisdom' 
upt>n  before  me,  yet  as  I  only  use  him  as  s  n 
desk  on  which  to  scribble  this  sliet't  of  nona 
Darsie  Latimer,  it  is  probable  the  vicinitf  will 
little  furtherance  to  my  studies. 

And  now,  methinks,  I  hear  thee  call  me  in  1 
hypocriiieal  varlei,  who,  living  under  such  s  syi 
distrust  and  restraint  as  my  father  chooses  to 
by,  ni-vertheless  pretends  not  to  envy  you  jv 
dom  and  independence. 

Latimer,  I  will  toll  you  no  lies.  I  wish  nn 
would  allow  me  a  little  more  exercise  of  my  u 
were  it  but  thai  I  might  feel  the  pleasure  o^ 
what  would  please  him  of  my  own  accord, 
more  spare  time,  and  a  little  more  money  to  c 
would,  l)eside8,  neither  misl>ecome  my  age  1 
condition ;  and  it  is,  I  own,  provoking  to  see  M 
in  the  same  situation  winmng  tin;  air  at  fr 
while  I  sit  here,  cagixi  up  like  a  cobbler's  lii 
chant  the  same  unvaried  usson  from  sunrise 
set,  not  to  mentiiHi  the  listening  to  mj  many  1 
against  idleness,  as  if  1  enjoyed  or  was  maki 
of  the  means  of  amusement !  But  then  I  cai 
heart  blame  cither  the  motive  or  the  object 
si'verity.  For  the  motive,  it  is  and  can  only 
father  s  anxious,  devoted,  and  unrt^mitting  al 
and  zeal  for  my  improvement,  with  a  lauasUi 
of  the  honour  of  the  profession  to  which  1 
trained  me. 

As  we  have  no  near  relations,  the  tie  betwl 
of  even  unusual  closeness,  though  in  itself  one 
strongest  which  nature  can  form.  I  am,  an* 
all  along  been,  the  exclusive  object  of  my  1 
anxious  hopes,  and  his  still  more  anxious  a 
grossing  fears;  so  what  title  have  I  to  coi 
flithougn  now  and  then  these  feurs  and  hop 
him  to  take  a  troublesome  and  incessant  cbi 
all  my  motions?  Besides,  I  ought  to  nTollec 
Darsie,  I  do  recollect-  that  my  father,  upon 
important  occasions,  has  shown  that  he  can 
dulgcnt  as  well  as  strict.  The  leaving  his  old 
ments  in  the  Liickenbooths  was  to  him  likedi^ 

the  soul  from  the  body ;  yet  Dr.  R did  b 

thnt  the  better  air  of  this  new  district  was  more 
able  to  my  healtli,  as  I  was  then  suiloring  un 
penalties  of  too  rapki  a  growth,  when  he  exc 
his  old  and  beluved  quarters,  adjacent  to  l) 
Heart  of  Mid-Lothian,  for  one  of  those  ne^ 
ments  [entire  within  themselves]  which  model 
has  so  lately  in trtxiuced.— Instance  also  the 
mable  favour  which  he  conferre<i  on  mc  by  re 
you  into  his  house,  when  you  had  only  the  unp 
alternative  of  remaining,  though  a  grown-up 
the  societv  of  mere  boys.*  This  was  a  thing 
(rary  to  all  my  father's  ideas  of  seel usitm,  of  eo 
and  of  the  safety  to  my  morals  and  industry, 
ho  wished  to  attain,  by  preserving  me  from  the 
of  other  young  people,  that,  upon  my  word 
always  rather  astonished  how  I  should  have  I 
impudence  to  make  the  request,  and  that  he 
have  complied  with  it. 

Then  for  the  object  of  his  solicitude— Do  not 
or  hold  up  your  hands,  my  good  Dur^ie ;  but  uj 
wonl  I  likn  the  profession  to  which  I  am  in  th< 
of  being  educat(>d,  and  am  serious  in  prosecut; 
preliminary  studies.  The  law  is  my  vocation 
cspeci.d,  and,  I  may  sav,  in  a  hireditury  w 
vocatioii;  for  although  I  nave  nut  the  honoui 
long  to  any  of  the  great  families  who  fi>nn  it 
land,  as  in  France,  the  noblesse  of  the  robe,  ai 
us,  at  least,  carry  their  heads  as  hx^K  or  rather 

*  Tlie  diminutive  and  olMrure  piart  rnllcd  Drnwn** 
wa*  iiailed  aiHmt  the  lime  of  itf  orrrtinn  an  nii  uxtmF 
rant  impruvemcnl  upoa  the  *tyle  of  di^oiL'ntntf  flnri 
Kdinburph  rpfeidpnrm.  Each  hnuM  wbk.  in  liir  plin 
hy  ap|trai«eni,  "flnidiied  within  iiiioir."  or.  in  the  Klil 
(iliniMHiloirv,  "  acir-containcd."  It  wa«  l>iiili  kI>uuI  i 
171:3-4  :  and  the  uld  |>art  of  the  citr  twins  m^ar  rmd  ar< 
Uii*  Miunre  aocm  mrrived  many  inhahitnnt",  who  vi>n 
iWBuf*  10  ao  moderate  a  dbtaaes  from  Um  High  Mm* 
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fkm  the  Doblene  of  the  sword,— for  the  former  con- 
«t  more  fmiiiently  of  the  "  first-bom  of  E«ypi,"— 
fel  my  grandfather,  who,  I  dare  say,  waa  a  niuat  ci- 
eatteni  person,  had  the  honour  ro  sign  a  bitter  protect 
•piost  the  Union,  in  the  respectable  character  of 
ftnm-clerfc  to  the  ancient  Boroueh  of  Birhhegroat ; 
lod  there  is  some  reason— shall  I  say  to  hope,  or  to 
n^wct'?— that  he  may  have  been  a  natural  son  of  a 
lint  cousin  of  the  (ben  Fairford  of  that  Ilk,  who  had 
bsen  long  numbered  amons  the  minor  barons.  Now 
■y  ftther  nrKxmted  a  step  nigher,  on  the  ladder  of 
lc|al  promotion,  being,  as  you  know,  as  well  as  I  do, 
an  eminent  ana  respected  Writer  to  his  Majesty's 
Sjgpet ;  and  I  myself  am  destined  to  mount  a  round 
kjfher  still,  and  wear  the  honoured  robe  which  is 
■ometimes  supposed,  like  (Charity,  to  cover  a  multitude 
tf  sins.  I  have,  therefore,  no  choice  but  to  climb  up- 
Wirda,  since  we  have  mounted  thus  high,  or  else  to 
liU  down  at  the  imminent  risk  of  my  neck.  So  that 
I  mconcile  myself  to  my  destiny ;  and  while  you  are 
kokinff  from  mountain  peaks  at  distant  lakes  and 
teba,  1  am,  dtapieUnm  Juris,  consoling  myself  with 
viaons  of  crimson  and  scarlet  gowns-*wiih  the  ap- 
pmdaii^es  of  handspme  cowls,  well  lined  with  salary. 
You  smile,  Darsie,  more  tuo,  and  seem  to  any  it  is 
Gitfe  worth  while  to  cozen  one's  self  with  such  vulgar 
ilrHUus:  yours  being,  on  the  contrary,  of  a  high  and 
kaoie  character,  bearing  the  same  resemblance  to 
ttne^  that  a  bench,  covcnxi  with  purple  cloth,  and 
4enufully  loaded  with  session  papers,  does  to  some 
lothic  throne,  rough  with  Barbaric  pearl  and  pold. 
hil  what  would  you  have?— iSua  quemqut  traliit  vo- 
K|rfaa.  And  my  visions  of  preferment,  though  rhcy 
say  be  as  unsubstantial  ot  present,  are  nevertheless 
Bore  capable  of  being  n>alized,  than  your  aspirations 
Aar  the  Lord  knows  whaL  What  says  my  father's 
tDverb  ?  "  Look  to  a  gown  of  gokl,  and  you  will  at 
BMC  gel  a  sleeve  of  it."  Such  is  my  pursuit ;  but 
that  dost  thou  look  to?  Tlie  chance  that  the  mystery, 
la  vou  call  it,  which  at  present  overclouds  your  birtn 
ad  connexions,  will  clear  up  into  something  inex- 
■casibly  and  inconceivably  bnlliant:  and  this  without 
my  efibrt  or  exertion  of  vour  own,  but  purelv  by  the 
90od  will  of  Fortune.  I  know  the  pride  and  naughti- 
aesaof  ihy  hearty  and  sinrerdv  do  I  wish  that  thuu 
^'^  '  more  beatings  to  thank  me  fur,  than  thotu 


ivfaich  thou  dost  acknowledge  so  gratefully.  Then 
had  I  thumped  these  Quixoiical  expectations  out  of 
thee,  and  thou  hadst  not,  as  now,  conceived  thyself 
to  be  the  hero  of  some  romantic  histury,  and  con- 
vened in  thy  vain  imagination,  honest  Grimths,  citizen 
and  broker,  who  never  bestows  rfiore  than  the  needful 
upon  his  quarterly  (*pi9tlcs,  into  some  wise  Alconder 
oraage  Akiuife^  the  mystical  and  magical  protector  of 
iky  peerless  destiny.  But  I  know  not  how  it  was, 
tby  skull  got  harder,  I  think,  and  my  knuckles  be- 
came ttofter;  not  to  mention  that  at  length  thou  didst 
bigin  to  show  about  thee  a  spark  of  something  dan- 
genMiB,  which  I  was  bound  to  respect  at  least,  if  I  did 
lot  fear  it. 

And  while  I  speak  of  this,  it  is  not  much  amiss  to 
advise  thee  to  correct  a  little  this  cock-a-hoop  courage 
of  thine.  I  fear  much  that,  like  a  hot  mettled  horse, 
it  will  carry  the  owner  into  some  scrape,  out  of  which 
jw  will  find  it  difficult  to  extricate  himselfl  especially 
if  the  daring  spirit  which  l>ore  thee  thiintT  should 
rhancc  to  fail  thee  at  a  pinch.  Remember,  Darsie^ 
tkou  art  not  naturally  courageous ;  on  the  contrary,  we 
kive  long  since  ajrroed,  that,  quiet  as  I  am.  I  have  the 
advantage  in  this  important  particular.  My  courage 
eposists,  I  think,  in  strength  of  nerves  and  conntitu- 
tional  indiflerenre  to  danger;  which,  though  it  never 
pashea  me  on  adventure,  seciirea  me  in  full  use  of  my 
rMollection,  snd  tolprably  complete  self-iMSMession, 
when  danger  aetuailv  arrivirs.  Now,  thine  seems 
more  what  may  be  called  inttllertunl  courage;  high- 
Bcts  of  spint,  and  desire  of  distinction ;  imnuls';** 
vhkh  render  thee  alive  to  the  love  of  fame,  ana  deaf 
to  the  apprehension  of  danger,  until  it  forces  itself 
hddenly  upon  thee.  I  own  that  whether  it  is  from 
mv  having  caught  my  father's  apprehensions,  or  that 
1  have  reasun  to  entertain  doubts  of  my  own,  I  often 
think  that  this  wildfire  chase,  of  romantic  situation 
aad  adventure,  may  lead  thee  into  some  niiachief ; 


and  then  what  would  become  of  Alan  Fairford  ?  They 
might  make  whom  they  pleased  Lord-Advocate,  or 
Solicitor- General,  I  should  never  have  the  heart  to 
strive  for  it.  All  my  exertions  are  intended  to  vindi- 
cate myself  one  day  in  your  eyes :  and  I  think  I  should 
not  care  a  farthing  for  the  embroidered  silk  gown, 
more  than  for  an  old  woman's  apron,  unless  I  had 
hopes  that  thou  shouldst  be  walking  the  boards  to 
admire,  and  perhaps  to  envy  me. 

That  this  may  be  the  case,  I  prithee— beware !  See 
not  a  Oulcinca  in  evoiy  slipshod  girl,  who,  with  blue 
eyes,  fair  hair,  a  tattered  plaid,  and  a  willow-wand  in 
her  gripe,  drives  out  the  village  cows  to  the  loaning. 
Do  not  think  you  will  meet  a  gallant  Valentine  m 
every  English  rider,  or  an  Orson  in  every  Highland 
drover.  View  things  as  they  are,  and  not  as  they 
may  be  magnified  through  thy  teeming  fancy.  I  have 
seen  thee  louk  at  an  old  gravel  pit,  till  thou  madest 
out  capes,  and  bays,  and  inlets,  crags,  and  prccipicesi 
and  the  whole  stupendous  scenery  of  the  isle  of  Feroe, 
in  what  was  to  all  ordinan'  eyts  a  inere  horscpond. 
Besides,  did  I  not  once  finu  thee  gazing  with  respect 
at  a  lizard,  in  the  otiitude  of  one  who  looks  upon  a 
crocodile  ?  Now  this  is,  doubtless,  so  far  a  harmless 
exercise  of  your  imagination,  forahe  puddle  cannot 
(Iruwii  you,  nor  the  Lilliputian  alligator  eat  you  up. 
But  it  is  different  in  society,  where  you  cannot  mistake 
the  character  of  those  you  converse  with,  or  sutler 
your  fancy  to  exaggerate  their  qualities,  good  or  bad« 
without  exposing  yourself  not  only  to  ridicule,  but  to 
creat  and  seiious  inconveniences.  Keep  guard,  there- 
fore on  your  imagination,  m^  dear  Darsie;  and  let 
your  old  friend  assure  you,  it  is  the  point  of  your  cha- 
racter most  pregnant  with  peril  to  its  good  and  gene- 
rous owner.  Adieu !  let  not  the  franks  of  the  worthy 
peer  remain  unemployed ;  above  all,  Hit  memor  mei, 

A.F. 


LETTER  IIL 

DABSIC  UITIMER  TO  ALAK  FAISrOBD. 

Shepherd*!  Biuh. 

I  HAVE  received  thine  absurd  and  most  conceited 
epistle.  It  is  well  for  thee  that,  Loveloce  and  Belfcrd 
like,  we  came  under  a  convention  to  pardon  every 
species  of  liberty  which  we  may  take  with  each  other; 
smce,  upon  my  word,  there  are  some  reflections  in 
your  last,  whicli  would  otherwise  have  obliged  me  to 
return  forthwith  to  Edinburgh,  merely  to  show  you  I 
was  not  whatyoti  took  me  for. 

Why,  what  a  pair  of  prigs  host  thou  made  of  us! 
—I  plunginu  into  scrapes,  without  having  courage  to 
Ret  out  ol  them— thy  sagacious  self,  afraid  to  put  one 
foot  before  tiw.  other,  lest  it  should  run  away  from  its 
companion ;  and  so  standing  still  like  a  post,  out  ot 
mere  ftiintnesa  iind  coldness  of  heart,  while  all  the 
world  were  driving  full  speed  past  thee.  Thou  a  por- 
trait-painter!—] tell  thee,  Alan,  I  have  seen  a  better 
seated  on  the  fourth  round  of  a  ladder,  and  painting 
a  bare-hrceclied  Highlander,  holding  a  piut-stoup  as 
big  as  himself,  and  a  booted  lA>wlander,  in  a  bobwiu, 
supporting  a  glass  of  like  dimensions;  the  whole 
being  designea  to  represent  the  sign  of  the  Salutation. 

How  hadst  thou  the  heart  to  represent  thine  own 
individual  self,  with  all  thy  motions,  like  those  of  a 
great  Dutch  doll,  depending  on  the  pressure  of  certain 
s-prinss,  as  duty,  reflection,  and  the  like ;  without  the 
impulse  of  which,  thou  wouldst  doubtless  have  me 
hilicvc  thou  wouldst  not  budge  an  inch  ?  But  have  I 
not  si*en  Gravity  out  of  his  bed  at  midniffht?  and 
must  I,  in  plain  ttrms,  remind  thee  of  certain  mad 
proiike?  Thou  hadst  ever,  with  the  gravest  si-nti- 
ments  in  thy  mouth,  and  the  most  starchcKl  reserve 
in  thy  manner,  a  kindof  luniberingproclivity  towardi* 
mischief^  although  with  more  inclination  to  set  it 
a-coing,  than  address  to  carry  it  through ;  and  I  can- 
not but  churkle  internally,  when  I  think  of  havii.g 
seen  my  most  venerable  monitor,  the  future  Presklcnt 
of  some  hiKh  Scotii^h  Court,  puffins,  blowing,  and 
floumVring,  like  a  ciumsy  cart-bnrse  in  a  bog,  where 
his  efforts  to  extricate  himself  only  plunge  him  d«-eper 
at  every  awkwaid  stniggle,  till  some  one^l  mvaaK 
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for  example— look  eompatmon  on  the  moaning  moD- 
Iter,  and  dragged  him  out  by  mane  and  tail. 

Aa  for  lue,  my  portrait  is,  if  poaeible,  even  more 
acandalouflly  cancatured.  /  fail  or  quail  in  apirit  at 
the  upcome  !  Where  canst  thou  show  me  the  leaat 
ay.nptom  of  the  recreant  temper  with  which  thou 
hajt  inveeted  me,  (as  I  trust,)  merelf  to  set  off  the 
solid  and  impassible  dignity  of  thine  own  stupid  in- 
ditierence?  If  you  ever  saw  me  tremble^  he  aasured 
that  my  flesh,  like  that  of  the  old  Spanish  general, 
only  quaked  at  the  dangers  into  which  my  spirit  was 
aboHt  to  lead  it.  Seriously,  Alan,  this  impat«d  pov- 
erty of  spirit  is  a  shabby  charge  to  bring  against  your 
friend.  I  have  examined  myself  as  closely  as  I  can, 
being,  in  very  truth,  a  little  hurt  at  yoor  haviag  such 
hard  thoughts  of  me,  and  on  my  life  I  can  see  no 
reason  fur  them.  I  allow  you  have,  perhaps,  aome 
advantajps  of  me  in  the  ateadiness  and  indifference 
of  your  temper ;  but  I  should  ^espise  myself,  if  I  were 
conscioas  of  the  deficiency  m  courage  which  you 
seem  willing  enough  to  impute  to  me.  However,  I 
supi^Be  this  ungracious  hint  proceeds  from  sincere 
anxiety  for  ray  safety ;  and  so  viewiog  it,  I  swallow 
it  as  I  would  do  medicine  from  a  friendly  doctor, 
dthough  I  believed  in  my  heart  he  had  mistaken  my 
complaint 

This  offensive  insinaation  disposed  oC  I  thank  thee, 
Alan,  for  t  be  rest  of  thy  epistle.  I  thought  I  heard  j-our 
good  father  pronouncing  the  word  Noble-House,  with 
a  mixture  of  contempt  and  displeasure,  as  if  the  very 
name  of  the  poor  little  hamlet  were  odious  to  him,  or, 
aa  if  you  had  solectod,  out  of  all  Scotland,  the  v^ry 

Elace  at  which  you  had  no  call  to  dine.  But  if  ii« 
ad  had  any  particular  aversion  to  that  blameless  vfI- 
lage,  and  very  sorry  inn,  is  it  not  his  own  fault  that 
did  not  accept  the  invitation  of  the  Laird  of  UleA^I- 
lacher,  to  shoot  a  buck  in  what  he  emphatically  calta 
hia  "  country  7*'  Truth  isL  I  had  a  strong  desire  to  hure 
complied  with  his  Lairdship's  invitation.  To  tth(x>L 
a  buck!  Think  how  magnificent  an  idea  to  one 
who  never  shot  any  thing  but  hedge-sparrows,  and 
that  with  a  horse-pistol,  purchased  at  a  broker's  stand 
in  the  Cowgate !— Vou,  who  stand  upon  your  courage, 
may  remember  that  I  took  the  risk  of  firing  the  said 
pistol  for  the  first  time,  while  you  stood  at  twenty 
vards*  distance*,  and  that,  when  you  were  persuaded 
it  would  go  off  without  bursting,  forgetting  all  law 
but  that  of  the  biggest  and  strongeat,  you  possessed 
yourself  of  it  exclusively  for  the  rest  of  the  holydays. 
Such  a  day's  sport  was  no  complete  introducuon  to 
the  noble  art  of  deer-stalking,  as  it  is  practised  in  the 
Highlands ;  but  I  should  not  nave  scrupled  to  accept 
honest  Olengallacher's  invitation,  at  ihe  risk  of  firing 
a  rifle  for  the  first  time,  had  it  not  been  for  theoutcrv 
which  your  father  made  at  my  proposal,  in  the  full 
ardour  of  his  seal  for  King  Gdoige,  the  Hanover  suc- 
cession, and  the  Presbyterian  faith.  I  wish  I  had 
auxxi  out,  since  I  have  gained  so  little  upon  his  good 
opinion  by  submission.  All  his  impressions  concern- 
in|S  the  Highlanders  are  taken  from  the  recollections 
of^tho  Forty-five,  when  he  retreated  from  the  West- 
Port  with  his  brother  volunteers,  each  to  the  fortalice 
of  his  own  separate  dwelling,  so  soon  as  they  heard 
the  Adventurer  was  arrivuTwith  his  clans  as  near 
them  as  Kirkliston.  The  flight  of  Falkirk— par  ma 
non  bene  tdecta— in  which  I  think  your  sire  had  his 
share  with  the  undaunted  western  regiment,  does  not 
I  to  have  improved  his  taste  for  the  company  of 


the  Highlanders:  (qivere.  Alan,  dost  thou  derive  the 
courage  ttiou  inakest  such  boost  of  from  a  hereditary 
source?)— and  stories  of  Rob  Roy  MaCj^resur,  and 
Sergeant  Alan  Mlior  Cameron,*  have  served  to  paint 
them  in  still  more  sable  colours  to  his  imagination. 
Now,  from  all  I  can  understand,  these  ideas,  as  ap- 
plied to  the  present  state  of  the  country,  areabaolutely 
cnimerical.  Tlic  Pretender  is  no  more  remembered 
in  the  Highlands,  than  if  the  poor  gentleman  were 
gathered  to  his  hundred  and  eight  fathers,  whoso 

Kortraits  adorn  the  ancient  walls  of  Holyrood ;  the 
roodswords  have  passed  into  other  hands ;   the 

*  or  Rob  Rojr  ws  iMfc  had  imiie  Uimi  enough.  Alan  Cama- 
roll,  commouly  called  Berraani  Mhor.  a  freebooter  of  the 
Mine  period,  waa  eqiiallr  remarkable  for  atTBag th,  euurafe.  and 


targets  are  used  Co  cover  the  batt«r  cfaunis ;  and  th 
race  has  sunk,  or  is  fast  sinking,  linim  nilBing  buUiei 
into  tame  cheaters.  Indeed,  it  was  partly  m] 
conviction  that  there  is  little  to  be  seen  in  the  north 
which,  arriving  at  your  father's  conclusion,  thuuijl 
from  difTerent  premi«>e«i>  inclined  my  course  in  tti 
direction,  where  perhaps  I  shall  see  aa  little. 

One  thing,  however,  I  hate  seen  \  and  it  was  witl 
pleasure  the  more  indescribable,  that  I  was  debarni 
from  treading  the  land  which  my  e^n  were  pemuttai 
to  gaze  upon,  like  those  of  the  dying  prophet  fromtb 
top  of  Mount  Pisgah,— I  have  seen,  in  a  word,  thi 
fruitful  shores  of  merry  England ;  merry  England 
of  which  1  boast  myself  a  native,  and  on  which  1  giM 
oven  while  racing  floods  and  unstable  quickaandi 
divide  us,  with  the  filial  affiwtioii  of  a  duufiil  aun. 

Thou  canst  not  have  forRutten,  Alan— for  wfaa 
didst  ihou  ever  forget  what  was  interesting  to  th] 
friend  7^that  the  same  letter  from  my  friend  Gril 
fiths,  which  doubled  my  income,  and  placed  m] 
motions  at  my  own  free  disposal,  contained  a  pio 
hibitory  clause,  by  which,  reason  none  assigned,  I  wv 
interdicteil,  as  1  respected  my  present  safely  aa 
future  fortunes^  from  visiting  England ;  every  otlw 
part  of  the  British  dominions,  and  a  tour,  if  1  pleased 
on  the  continent,  being  left  to  my  own  choice.— Whoi 
is  the  talc,  .4lan,  of  a  covereil  dish  in  the  midst  of  i 
royal  banquet,  upon  which  the  eyes  of  every  gHM 
were  immediately  fixed,  neglecting  all  tho  Uamtia 
with  which  the  table  was  loaded  7  This  clause  ol 
banish  nieni  from  England— from  my  native  countrf- 
from  the  land  of  the  brave,  and  the  wise,  and  thi 
free— afiects  me  more  than  I  am  rejoiced  by  the  free 
dom  and  indi>pendence  assigned  to  nic  in  all  otba 
respects.  Thus  in  seeking  this  exirenie  boundary  ai 
the  country  which  I  am  fortiiddcn  to  iread,  I  resembk 
the  poor  tethered  horse  which,  you  may  have  observed, 
is  always  grazing  on  the  vi*ry  verge  of  the  circle  k 
which  it  is  limited  by  its  halter. 

Do  not  accuse  me  of  romance  fisr  obeyii^  tfaii 
impulse  towards  the  South  ;  nor  Mmpose  that,  to 
gratify  the  imaginary  longins  of  an  idle  curioaity,  I 
am  in  any  danger  of  risking  tne  solid  comforts  of  nf 
prcsi;nt  condition.  Whoever hashiilierto taken  chani 
of  my  motions,  has  shown  me,  by  convincing  prooia, 
niort)  weighty  than  the  assurances  which  they  have 
withhe^l,  that  my  real  advantage  is  their  prmcipil 
object.  I  should  be,  therefore,  wurst?  than  a  fool  did 
I  object  to  their  authority,  even  when  it  seems  some- 
what capriciously  exercised ;  for  assuredly,  at  my  •m 
I  might -intrusted  as  I  am  with  the  care  and  roan' 
agement  of  myself  in  every  other  particulai>-«xpee 
that  the  cause  of  excludiuK  nie  from  England  ahouk 
be  franklv  and  fairiy  stated  for  my  own  consideratioi 
and  guidance.  However,  I  will  not  grumble  aboa 
the  mutter.  I  shall  know  the  whole  story  one  day, ', 
suppose;  and  perhaps,  as  you  sometimes  surmissk, 
shall  not  find  there  is  any  mighty  matter  in  it  after  all 

Vet  one  cannot  help  wondering— but,  plague  on  il 
if  I  wonder. any  longer,  my  letii'r  will  be  as  full  o 
wonders  as  one  of  Kattertelto*s  advertisements, 
have  a  montll's  mind,  instead  of  this  damnabl 
iteration  of  guesses  and  forebodings,  to  give  thee  th 
history  of  a  little  adventure  which  Wcl  me  yesterday 
though  I  am  sure  you  will,  as  usual,  turn  the  oppoail 
enil  of  the  spy-glass  on  my  poor  narrative^  and  re 
duce,  moj-e  tuo,  to  the  most  petty  iriviaitiea,  th 
circurnsiancoa  to  which  thou  accusest  me  of  givini 
undue  consoquenoe.  Hang  thee,  Alan,  thou  art  a 
unfit  a  confidunt  for  a  youthful  gollant  with  aom 
spice  of  imagination,  as  the  old  taciturn  secretary  o 
Facardin  of  Trebiaoml.  Nevertheless,  we  must  eaci 
perform  our  separate  destinies,  I  am  doomed  to  set 
act,  and  tell :— thou  like  a  Dutchman, enclosed  in  th 
same  Diligence  with  a  Gascon,  to  hour,  and  ahni, 
thyshouldera, 

Of  Dumfries,  the  capital  town  of  this  county, 
have  but  little  to  say,  and  will  not  abuse  yourpaiienc 
by  reminding  you,  that  it  is  built  on  the  gallant  rive 
Nith,  and  that  its  churchyard,  the  hi;;hest  place  c 
the  whole  town,  conimaiida  an  extensive  and, fin 
prospect.  Neither  will  I  take  tho  trawiler^s  privilag 
of  inflicting  upon  you  the  whole  hinrnry  of  Rruu 
poniarding  the  Rad  Comyn  in  the  Church  of  th 
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Dominirans  tt  thif  place,  and  becoming  a  king  anrl 
(MtnoL  bccauae  he  had  been  a  ohurcli-breeker  and 
a  murrierer.  The  pnenent  Dumfriexoni  nrmtsmbf r  and 
jiMCify  the  deed,  observing,  it  wnsonlyo  papist  church 
—in  evidence  whereof^  its  walla  have  been  ao  com- 
pletely deniiiUshed,  that  no  vesiis^a  of  them  remain. 
They  are  a  sturdy  set  of  true-blue  PreHbyierians,  these 
burvhera  of  Dumfriea;  men  after  your  father's  own 
beah,  zealous  for  the  Protestant  succession— tlie 
nther  that  many  of  the  grc.it  families  around  an;  sus- 
pected u>  be  of  a  different  way  of  thmkin?,  and  shared, 
I  great  many  of  them,  in  the  insurrtxTtion  of  the 
Fifteen,  and  some  in  the  more  reiM.>nt  business  of 
the  Forty-five.  The  town  itself  suffered  in  the  latter 
en :  for  Lord  Elcho,  with  a  large  party  of  the 
ffbela,  levied  a  severe  contribution  upon  Dumfries,  on 
•nxMnt  of  the  citizens  having  annoyed  the  rear  of  the 
Chevalier  during  hia  march  mto  England. 

Many  of  the^e  particulars  I  learned  from  Provost 
C — ,  who,  happening  to  see  me  in  the  market- 
place. renieinlicrMl  that  I  was  an  intimate  of  vour  fa- 
ther's, and  very  kindlyasked  me  to  dinner.  Pray  tell 
}XHir  father  that  the  elTects  of  his  kindness  to  me  fol- 
low me  every  where.  I  became  tired,  however,  of  this 
pretty  town  in  the  course  of  twenty-four  hours,  and 
crept  along  the  coast  eastwards,  amusing  myself  with 
looking  out  for  4»bject8  of  antiquity,  and  sometimes 
making,  or  attempting  to  make,  us*;  of  my  new  an- 
Sling-nid.  Hy  the  way,  old  Cotton's  instructions,  by 
which  1  hoped  to  quahfy  mysidf  fur  one  of  the  gentle 
vucitty  of  anglers,  are  not  worth  a  farthing  in  this 
meridian.  I  lenrned  this  by  mere  accident,  after  I  had 
waikil  four  mortal  hours.  I  shall  never  forget  an  im- 
pudent urchin,  a  cowherd,  about  twelve  years  old, 
without  either  nrogue  or  bonnet,  bareleggccf,  and  with 
a  very  indifferent  pair  of  breeches— how  the  villain 
mnned  in  scorn  at  my  landing-net,  my  plummet,  and 
4>e  j^orgixius  jury  of  flies  which  I  had  assembled  to 
destroy  all  the  fisti  in  the  river.  I  was  induced  at  last 
to  lend  the  rod  to  the  sneering  scoundrel,  to  see  what 
he  would  make  of  it;  and  he  not  only  half  filled  my 
buket  in  an  hour,  but  literally  taught  me  to  kill  two 
trooiB  with  my  own  hand.  This,  and  Sam  having 
(lund  the  hay  and  oats,  not  forgetting  the  ale,  very 
Ipiod  at  this  small  inn,  first  made  me  take  the  fancy 
of  resting  here  for  a  day  or  two ;  and  I  have  got  my 
ISrinning  blackguard  of  a  Pistrntor  leave  to  attend  on 
me.  by  paying  sixpence  a-day  for  a  herdboy  in  his 
itead. 

A  notably  clean  Englishwoman  keeps  this  small 
huuae,  and  my  bedroimi  is  sw(>eleiiefi  with  lavender, 
has  a  clean  sash-window,  and  the  walls  arc,  more- 
over, adorned  with  ballads  of  Pair  Rosamond  and 
Cnm  Barbara  Allan.  The  woman's  accent,  though 
uncoQth  enofigh,  sounds  j^et  kindly  in  my  ear;  for  I 
have  never  )et  forgotten  the  desolate  effect  produceil 
on  my  infant  organs,  when  I  heanl  on  all  sides  your 
slow  and  broad  northern  pronunciation,  which  was  to 
me  the  (one  of  a  foreign  land.  I  am  sensible  I  my- 
self have  since  that  tune  acquired  Scotch  in  perfec- 
tioD,  and  many  a  Scotticism  withal.  Still  the  sound 
«i  the  EnglLi>b  accentuation  comes  to  my  ears  as  the 
tooet  of  a  friend;  and  even  when  heard  from  the 
Qiouth  of  some  wandering  beggar,  it  has  seldom  failed 
to  charm  forth  my  mite.  You  Scotch,  who  arc  so 
proud  of  your  own  nationality,  must  make  dueallow- 
wctt  for  that  of  other  folks. 

On  the  nc.\t  morning  I  was  about  to  set  forth  to  the 
rtieam  where  I  hnd  commenced  angler  the  night  be- 
futy,  bat  was  prevented  by  a  heavy  shower  of  rain, 
from  stirring  abroad  the  whole  forenoon;  during  all 
which  time  I  heard  m^  varl'et  of  a  guide  as  loud  with 
bit  blackguard  Jokes  in  the  kitchen,  as  a  footman  in 
the  ahilling  gaiUiry  ;^so  little  are  modesty  and  inno- 
onc«  the  inseparable  companions  of  risticity  and  se- 
clu'ion. 

When  after  dinner  (he  day  clearf<I,  and  we  at  length 
rallied  out  to  the  rivt  r  side,  I  found  mysi>lf  subjected 
to  a  new  trick  on  the  part  of  my  accompHshcd  pre- 
r^tor.  A|)parently,  ho  liked  fishing  himself  b<tter 
than  the  trouble  of  instructing  an  awkward  nr>vice, 
roch  as  I;  anil  in  hoi^es  of  exhausting  my  patit  nee, 
and  inducing  ine  to  retiign  the  nxl,  as  I  liad  dune  on 
^ht  preceding  day,  my  friend  coutrivod  to  keep  mo 


!  thrashing  the  water  more  than  an  hour  with  a  point- 
;  less  hook.  I  deicnted  this  trick  at  last,  by  observing 
i  the  rogue  grinning  with  delight  when  he  saw  a  large 
i  trout  rise  uiiii  dnsh  harmless  away  from  (he  angle.  1 
{  gave  him  a  s/>und  cuff.  Alan ;  but  the  next  moment 
j  was  8orr\-,  and,  to  make  amends,  yielded  pC'Ssessioft 
of  the  fishing-rod  for  the  rest  of  the  evening,  ho  un- 
,  dertakitig  to  bring  me  home  a  dish  of  troucs  for  mf 
i  6iip|>er,  in  atonement  for  his  offences. 
I  Haying  thus  got  honourably  rid  of  the  trouble  of 
'•  amusing  myself  in  a  way  1  cared  not  for,  1  turned  mjr 
;  steps  towards  the  sea,  or  rather  the  Sulway  Frith, 
which  here  aeparntes  the  two  sister  king(ii»nisi,  ana 
!  which  lay  at  ahoui  a  mile's  distance,  by  n  nlcnsant 
■  walk  over  sandv  knolls,  covered  with  short  herbage, 
which  you  call  Links,  and  we  English,  Downs. 

Bui  the  real  of  my  adventure  would  weary  out  my 
fingers,  and  must  be  deferred  until  Unmorruw,  when 
you  shall  hear  from  me  hy  way  of  continuation;  and, 
in  the  mean  while,  to  prevent  overhasiy  concluHional 
I  must  just  hint  to  you,  we  are  but  yet  on  the  verge  of 
(he  adventure  which  it  is  my  purpose  to  conimuni- 
cato. 


LETTER  IV. 

THE  SAME  TO  THE  SAME. 

Stiepherd'i  Boih. 

I  MisNTiON'FD  in  my  last,  that  having  abandoned 
my  fishing-rod  as  on  unprofitable  implement,  I 
crossed  over  the  open  downs  which  divided  me  from 
the  margin  of  the  Solway.  When  1  reached  the 
banks  of'the  great  estuary,  which  are  here  ver>'  bare 
and  exposed,  the  waters  had  receded  fn>m  the  lai;ge 
and  level  space  of  sand,  tbroueh  which  a  stream, 
now  feel)li;  and  fordahje,  found  its  way  to  the  ocean. 
The  whole  was  illuminated  by  the  beams  of  (he  low 
and  setting  sun.  who  showed  his  ruddy  front  like  a 
warrior  prepared  Air  defence,  over  a  huge  battlemented 
and  lurreted  wall  of  crimson  and  black  clouds,  which 
appeariMl  like  an  immense  Gothic  fortn-ss,  into  which 
the  lorti  of  dav  was  descending.  His  slotting  rays 
glimmered  bright  upon  the  wet  surface  of  the  sanda, 
and  (he  numberless  iiools  of  water  by  which  it  was 
covered,  whrre  (he  inequality  of  (he  ground  had  occa- 
sioned (heir  being  left  by  the  tide. 

The  scene  was  animated  by  the  exertions  of  a 
number  of  horsemen,  who  were  actually  employed  in 
hunting  salmon.  Ay,  .Alan,  lift  up  your  handa  and 
eyes  as  you  will,  I  can  give  (heir  mode  of  f]i<hing  no 
name  so  anpropriate ;  for  they  chased  the  fish  at  full 
gallop,  ana  s(ruck  them  with  their  barbed  spears,  as 
VDU  see  hunters  spt^aring  boars  in  the  old  tapestry. 
The  salmon,  to  lie  sure,  take  the  thing  more  quietly 
than  the  boars;  but  they  are  so  swift  in  their  own 
element,  that  to  pur.<:ue  and  <lrikc  them  is  the  task  of 
a  gfMxi  horwMiion,  with  a  quick  eye,  a  determined  hand, 
and  full  coimiKiiid  boiii  ot  his  hnrre  and  weapon.  The 
whoiits  of  the  fellows  as  they  galloped  up  and  down 
in  the  aniiiiaring  exercis*—  their  loud  bursts  of  laugh- 
ter when  any  of  their  number  caught  a  fall— and  still 
louder  acclamatmns  when  any  of  the  party  made  a 
capital  Htrokt;  with  his  lance -gave  so  much  anima- 
tion to  the  whole  scene,  that  I  caught  the  enthusiasm 
of  the  s|)ort,  and  venfuri'd  forward  a  considerable 
space  on  the  snnds.    The  feats  of  one  horseman,  in 


particular,  called  forth  so  rei>eatedly  the  clamoroua 
applause  of  his  companions,  (hat  the  very  banks  ran^ 
again  wi(h  their  shouts.    He  was  a  tall  man,  wcu 


mounted  on  a  strong  hinck  horse,  which  he  caused  to 
turn  and  wind  hke  a  binl  in  the  air,  carried  a  longef 
spear  than  the  others,  and  wore  a  sort  of  fur  cap  or 
bonnet,  with  a  short  feather  in  it,  which  gave  him  on 
the  whole,  rather  a  sunerior  ap|>earaiice  to  the  other 
fishermen.  He  seemed  to  hold  some  sort  of  authority 
am<ine  them,  and  oecn«iionaily  directed  their  moiiona 
both  by  voice  and  hand;  at  which  times  I  thought 
his  grHtiin  s  were  striking,  and  his  voice  uncommonly 
sonorous  and  comiiianding. 

The  riders  bei;an  to  niuke  for  the  shore,  and  the 
interest  of  the  ta^nv  was  almost  over,  while  1  liii- 
grrcd  on  (he  liands,  wiih  my  looks  niriuil  to  the 
ahorca  of  England,  still  gilded  by  the  suu's  laei  ray^ 
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and,  as  it  seemed,  scarce  distant  a  mile  from  me. 
The  anxious  thoughts  whirli  haunt  me  be^san  to 
inustor  in  my  bosom,  ami  my  fed  e>tow|y  uuU  inMii* 
fiibly  appronchtnl  I  he  rivn  whicii  diviiicJ  mii  fniui 
tiie  forbiildeii  precint.^s  though  witiiout  aiiv  I'uriutfd 
intention,  wltrn  my  8lep»  wire  nrrcHtcd  by  the  iriMmd 
r»f  a  horsi>  {i^idlopini;;  and  na  I  tunu-d,  iheridiT  ((he 
aame  fisherman  whom  I  had  lornHTly  diHtingiiiuhi'd) 
called  out  to  mc,  in  an  abrupt  manner.  "  Soho,  bro- 
thfir !  you  are  too  late  for  Bownei>9  to-night—the  tkie 
will  imike  presently." 

I  turned  my  bend  and  looked  at  him  without  an- 
Bwerimj;  for,  to  my  ihirikin;;,  Wi»  sudden  appearance 
(or  rather,  I  ahould  say  his  une.xpfTterl  approach)  had, 
amidst  the^athorinu  fthailowi*  and  iinj^erinx  light, 
aonu-thiiig  in  it  wliich  was  wild  and  ominous. 

"  Are  you  deaf  ?"  he  addi-d  "  or  are  you  mad  7— or 
have  you  a  mind  for  the  next  world?" 

"  I  am  a  stranger,"  I  answered,  /'  and  had  no  other 
puiTiOse  than  looking  tm  at  the  lishing— I  am  about  to 
return  to  the  side  I  came  frum." 

"  Best  make  haste  dicn,"  bai<l  he.  "  He  that  dreams 
on  the  bed  of  the  Sol  way,  may  wake  in  the  next 
world.  The  sky  threat(>n.>4  n  Mast  (hat  will  bring  in 
the  waves  thrire  f»;<'t  a-brea-t." 

So  Paying,  he  turned  his  horw*  and  rode  off.  while 
I  began  to  walk  back  towards  ihe  Scottish  snore,  a 
little  alarnied  at  what  I  had  hrarrl ;  for  the  tide  ad- 
vances with  such  rapidity  u\X)n  these  fatal  Hands,  thnt 
well-mounted  horsemen  lay  as^ide  hopes  of  safely,  if 
they  ffi-e  Its  white  surge  advancing  while  they  are  yet 
at  a  distance  from  the  banlc. 

These  recollections  grew  mon>  agitating,  and,  in- 
stead of  walking  dclil)enitely,  I  began  a  race  us  fast 
aa  I  could,  feeling,  or  thinking  I  felt,  each  |k>o1  of  salt 
water  throuph  which  I  splashed,  grow  deeper  and 
deeper.  At  length  the  surface  of  the  sand  did  seem 
considerably  more  intersected  with  pools  and  chan- 
nels full  of  water— either  that  the  tide  was  really  be- 
ginning to  influence  the  bed  of  the  estuary,  or,  as  I 
must  own  is  etiually  probable,  that  I  had,  in  the  hurry 
and  confusion  of  my  retn'at,  iiivolvtyi  myself  in  diffi- 
culties which  I  had  avoided  in  my  more  deliberate 
advance.  Either  way,  it  was  rather  an  unpromising 
atate  of  afTairs,  for  the  sands  at  the  same  rime  turned 
softer,  and  my  footsteps,  so  soon  as  I  had  passed, 
were  instantly  filled  with  water.  I  began  to  have 
odd  recollections  concerning  the  anugness  of  your 
father's  parlour,  and  the  s<'cure  footing  atrordcd  by 
the  pavement  of  Brown's  Square  and  Scot's  close, 
when  my  belter  genius,  tho  tall  fisherman,  a|)peared 
once  more  close  to  my  side,  he  and  his  sable  horse 
looming  gigantic  in  the  now  darkening  twilight. 

"  Are  you  mad  7"  he  said,  in  the  same  deep  tone 
which  had  before  thrilliMl  on  my  ear,  "or  are  yon 
weary  of  your  life?- -You  will  Ik*  presently  amongst 
the  quicksands." — I  profeswd  niv  ignorance  of  the 
way,  to  which  he  only  Rplird,  "  There  is  no  time  for 
prating— got  up  behind  me." 

He  probably  expected  me  to  spring  from  theground 
with  the  activity  whiih  those  Borderers  have,  by  con- 
atant  practice,  acquired  in  every  thing  relating  to 
horsemanship ;  hut  as  I  stwd  irntsolute,  he  extended 
his  hand,  and  grasping  mine,  bid  me  place  my  foot  on 
the  toe  of  his  boot,  ana  thus  ni\i<\\  me  in  a  tnce  to  the 
crouDo  of  his  horse.  1  was  senrce  s«^cuRly  sealed, 
ere  tie  shook  the  hmus  of  his  horse,  who  instantly 
apnmg  forward ;  but  annoytnl,  doubtless,  by  the  un- 
usual burden,  treatc-d  us  to  two  or  thri^'  Inpunds,  ac- 
companied by  as  many  flourishes  of  bin  hind  hii^ls. 
The  rider  sat  like  a  tower,  notwiihslanding  that  the 
iinexprcted  plunging  of  the  animal  threw  mn  forward 
U'.>on  him.  The  horse  was  soon  comtH^led  to  submit 
to  the  discipline  of  the  spur  and  bridle,  and  went  bff 
at  a  steady  hand  gallop ;  thun  nhorlenins  the  devious, 
for  it  was  by  no  means  a  direct  palii,  by  which  the 
rider,  avokiing  the  loose  quicksands,  made  for  the 
northern  bank. 

My  friend,  perhaps  I  may  call  him  my  pre*?erver,— 
for,  to  a  stranger,  my  situation  was  fraushi  with  n^al 
danger,— eontinut^l  to  press  on  at  the  same  spe-edv 
pace,  but  in  perfect  silence,  and  I  wns  under  too  much 
anxiety  of  mind  to  disturb  him  with  any  questions. 
At  length  we  arrived  at  a  part  of  the  aliore  with  which 


>  I  was  utterly  unacquainted,  when  I  alighted  and  ba 
f^an  to  return,  in  the  beat  fashion  1  coulii,  my  thank 
lor  the  imi>ortant  iH;n-ice  which  lie  hud  just  rendera 
me. 

I     'I'lir  Strang*  r  only  replie<l  by  an  iinpiitit  nt  "  pshaw  f 

'  and  was  iiboia  to  ride  oH.'  and  leave  me  to  my  ovn 

'  nsourcen,  whm  I  implored  him  lo  coni|*k-te  hia  worl 

of  kindne.<is,   by  dirirtin;/^  me  to  Shepherd's  Buaii 

.  which  wus,  asl  informed  him,  my  home  lor  liiepreaen] 

'*To  Shepherd's  Bush 7"  be  said;  "it  is  but  thit 

I  inileit,  but  u  you  know  not  the  land  better  than  th 

;  sand,  you  may  break  your  neck  before  you  get  thert 

'  for  it  is  no  n>ad  for  a  moping  bov  in  a  dark  night 

and,  besiiles,  there  are  the  bn>ok  and  the  fens  tocrosfl. 

I  was  a  little  dismayed  at  thiscotnmunieation  Q 

j  such  diflieullies  as  my  habits  have  not  called  on  me  li 

I  contend  with.    Once  more  the  idea  of  thv  father* 

!  fin'^ide  came  across  me:  and  I  could  have  ocen  wel 

,  conientid  lo  ha\eswop'd  the  romance  of  my  Miualion 

;  together  with  the  glorious  independence  ui  contra 

'  which  I  poiisessed  at  the  moment,  for  the  comforts  o 

I  the  chimney-corner,  though  I  were  obliged  tokeepiD] 

t  tyep  chained  to  Kr^kine's  Larger  Institutes. 

I  askird  my  new  friend  whether  he  could  not  direct 
me  to  any  hous*.' of  public  entertainment  for  the  night; 
and,  fiupposmg  it  probable  he  was  himsi.-lf  a  p<.hu  maiL 
I  addfd,  with  ihe  consi'ious  dignity  of  a  well-fillea 
poeketbook.  that  I  could  make  it  worth  any  roan's 
while  to  of>lige  me.  The  fisherman  making  do 
an.^wiT,  I  turned  nway  from  him  with  as  gallant  oa 
appearance  of  inditlerence  as  I  coidd  con  luand,  and 
iH'gan  to  take,  as  I  thought,  the  path  which  he  had 
pointed  out  to  me. 

His  deep  voice  immediately  sounded  aPer  me  to  ^^ 
call  me.  ''  Stay,  young  man,  stny— you  have  mistaken 
the  road  nIrraUy.— I  wonder  your  friendfr  stMidout  such 
an  iiiconsiderule  youih^  without  some  one  wiser  than 
liimself  to  take  care  of  him." 

"  Perhaps  they  mieht  not  have  done  so,*'  said  I,"il 
I  had  any  friends  whocare*!  alKiui  the  matter." 

"Well,  sir,"  he  said,  "it  is  not  my  custom  to  open 
my  house  to  strangers,  but  your  pinch  is  like  to  be  a 
smart  one ;  for,  be.«ide8  the  risk  fn>m  bad  niads,  fonii, 
and  broken  groimd,  and  the  night,  which  looks  both 
black  and  ghMuny,  theri>  is  bad  company  on  theraad 
sometinK's— at  least  it  has  a  bad  name,  niui  some  have 
come  to  harm ;  so  that  I  think  I  mu^t  for  once  make 
my  rule  give  way  to  your  necessity,  and  give  you  a 
nipht's  lodging  in  my  cottage."' 

Why  was  it,  Alan,  that  I  could  not  help  giving  in 
involuntary  shudder  at  receiving  an  invitation  sosea- 
sonable  in  itself,  and  so  suitable  to  my  naturally 
inquisitive  di.s{iosition  7  I  easily  tsuiipressed  liiis  un- 
timely sensation  ;  and,  as  I  n  turiuKl  thanl.s,  aiKl 
expri>ss>ed  my  hope  that  I  should  not  diiiarran^  hii 
family,  1  once  more  dropped  a  hint  of  my  disu-e  hj 
make  compensation  for  any  trouble  I  might  occasion. 
The  man  answered  very  coldly,  "Vpur  presence  will 
no  doubt  uive  me  trouble,  sir,  but  it  is  of  a  kind  which 
vour  purse  cannot  couipi'nsatt?;  in  a  word,  ulthougli 
I  am  content  to  receive  you  as  my  guest,  1  am  no  pulh 
lican  to  call  a  reckoning." 

I  begged  his  pardon,  and  at  his  instance,  once  men 
s<'at»'dmvself  behind  him  up(.)irthe  good  horse,  whicl 
went  forth  steadv  as  before— the  moon,  whi-never  ahi 
could  penetrate  the  clouds,  throwing  the  huge  shadow 
of  the  animal,  with  its  doublb  bunieii,  on  the  wik 
and  bare  ground  over  which  we  pn.sscd. 

Tliou  mayst  laugh  till  thou  lettest  the  hotter  fall  i 
thou  wilt,  biit  itremindcfi  me  of  the  Magician  Atlan- 
tos  on  his  hi|:po!%rifli  with  a  knight  trussed  up  behinc 
him,  in  the  manner  Ariosro  has  depicted  ih>it  matter 
Thou  art,  I  know,  matter-of-fact  enough  to  affect  con- 
temnt  of  that  fascinating  and  delicious  pOf?in  ;  bu' 
ihinK  not  that,  to  conform  with  thv  bad  tn^ie,  I  shul 
forbear  any  suitable  illustration  which  now  or  here 
after  may  occur  to  me. 

On  we  went,  the  sky  blackening  around  ns,  anc 
the  wind  beginning  to  piix*  such  a  wild  and  nvdan 
choly  tune  as  best  suited  the  hollow  sounds  of  thi 
ndvnncing  tide,  which  I  could  hear  at  n  iriatance 
like  the  roar  of  some  immense  monster  defrauded  o 
its  prey. 
At  length,  our  courao  waa  croaaed  bv  a  deep  dnll  g 
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dingle,  nich  as  they  rati  in  tome  parts  of  Scotland  a   no  dilny  wotfld  intervme  between  the  platter  and  tha 


(]rn,an(l  inothen«  n  clctirh,  or  iinrrow  ^Im.  It  s.riiiifi^ 
h-.llii'  bntki'H  ;:lnnces  v.hx-ii  rlii>  ni<>on  r./iitiin.til  ki 
tfirowiij-m  If.  lo  iHJ  stc-  p,  {)ri  ripitmis  niul  lull  »ii  tR*t -^ 
uiroh  arc,  ;;i'iiiro!iy  !-}  i-riUiti^  i:i:hir  Mjirn:  u;^in 
theft-  shori'j*.  Tfit-  desoi  nr  l«y  w hicli  we  piunm «{  iiifo 
ihii  dell  wn»  both  stuepsiiui  rti.ir.ijnl,  wi;li  two  or  ihnt; 
ibnipt  turninpif;  but  m  ilht  r  dnn^'tT  nur  dnrkiif.i^s 
iniDitled  the  tnotion  of  tiii>  hlnrk  ImrBt-,  wtio  si«  ini-d 
ntner'io  elide  upon  hid  iiniiiifht;!:,  thnn  to  nnW^n^ 

o(  the  athletic  ri<Kr,  who,  Hiisiainin?  no  imoiivi- 


iip. 

Aft  rhi«!  thonuht  camearroiw  nie^rhe  ninn  who  bod 
roiuh.c-r.d  t':e  horfC  to  ihi.  smhle  enitTcfl  thfl  n|iart- 
iiii-iir,  iiiid  (:i.-"oVL-nd  to  nit'  ii  (-ouii'tnnim- .vi  nM;re 
tMiinvitin;;  ili;iii  ihsit  of  ilic  old  rroia*  who  wn^  icr- 
furinint?  with  turh  dvxt'.riry  jhroriireof  r«M;k  to  the 
l>nrly.  lie  wnt*  ptrhai'y  p:.\ty >car»  ohi ;  yrl  his  brow 
was  not  iniu'li  t'ijrro>\cd.iind  Inhi(  tblnck  hiur  was  only 
;>ri7.zl(.-d,  not  whittled,  by  llu.  ndvance  oln^r.  All  his 
niolionHS|K>k*'  striMi^tn  tinnbnidl ;  and,  thou;^h  rulhtr 

^,  _.   ..    undumzi-d,  ht*  had  very  broad  shouldf-ns  wuH  B({uarc- 

niencfi  by  tliK  cimi instance,  continuc'd  to  pri-tis  the  I  mndo,  thin-Hankt'd,  and  apiiarfntly  conibiiicd  in  hia 
bone  forward  with  hi?  hct-l,  yw^ndily  HiipiKirtinK  hiin    frame  nniscularKtrLnjirth  and  activity;  iholaHtMine- 


at  the  sanii*  lime  by  niisinir  hi-  bridle-hand,  until  we 
>ioixl  in  safety  at  the  b«)iiuin  of  the  ptrep— n»»t  a  little 
(0  my  runaoliiiion,  an,  friend  Alan,  thou  niayst  easily 
eoDCfivtv 


what  inmaifLd  ptrbaps  by  years,  but  the  iirst  nnnain- 
inginfull  vijsour.  A  hard  and  harsh  counnnanre—ejea 
far  flunk  under  ()rojeclin:;  eyJirows,  whirb  were  j^rix- 
zlcd  like  his  hair— a  wide  mouth,  furnished  from  ear 
A  very  short  advance  up  the  ^rlen.  the  bottom  of.  to  ear  with  a  ranire  of  unimpain-fJ  ttvth,  of  uiudin- 
which  we  had  attained  by  this  u^ly  ae8ix>nt,  br«)u^ht  I  mon  whiteness,  and  a  size  and  breadth  which  iiiight 
us  in  front  of  two  or  threr  cottai'es,  one  of  which  ,  have  become  the  jaws  of  an  o;;n\  completed  this  de- 
iDother  blink  of  moonthine  rnahbti  me  to  rate  an  >  hchtful  p«)rtrait.    He  was  clad  like  a  iit^herman,  in 
rather  biiler  than  those  of  the  Scottish  jm  asanrry  in  •  ia^cket  and  trowsera  of  the  blue  cloth  conmioiily  used 
"^  "-^  . .    -     ..  .  ...     |,y  j^.an^j.„  j,n,j  linj  a  I)im.|,  ,.„j^..|5j,ije^  lil^j.  ihat  of 

a  HarnburKb  skipper,  stuck  into  a  broad  huff  belt, 
which  eiriiicd  as  il  it  niifiht  occasionally  sustain  wea- 
r>ons  of  a  description  still  less  t.'Ciuivocally  calculated 
for  violence. 

This  man  fi^ave  me  an  inquisitive,  and,  as  I  thouc[ht| 
a  sinister  look,  ution  enterinK  die  apartment  i  but 
without  any  farther  notice  of  me,  took  up  the  office 
of  arran.ifin'g  the  table,  which  the  old  lady  had  aban- 
doned for  tnat  of  cooking  the  ti2>h,  anil,  with  more 
address  than  I  expected  tmiii  a  iNT^on  of  his  coarse 
appearance,  placea  two  chairs  at  the  head  of  the  ta- 
ble, and  two  stools  below:  accommodating  each  scat 
to  a  cover,  beside  which  no  placed  an  allowance  of 
barley-bread,  and  a  small  ju^.  which  he  replenished 
with  ale  from  a  largi*  black  jack.  Three  of  these  jufta 
were  of  ordinary  earthenware,  but  the  fourth,  which 
he  placed  by  the  ritdit-hand  cover  at  the  v\i\>LT  end  of 
the  table^  was  a  fl.i^on  of  silver,  and  displayed  armo- 
rial b«'annK».  Beside  this  flafson  he  i)laced  a  auit- 
cellar  of  silver,  handsomely  wrought,  coniiuning  salt 
of  exquisite  wIiiieneHs,  with  |)eppcr  and  other  spices. 
A  sliced  lemon  was  also  preM'iited  on  a  small  silver 
salver.  The  two  larpe  water-doRS,  who  swiurd  per- 
fectly to  understand  the  nature  of  the  preparationa, 
»*ate<l  themselves  one  on  each  side  of  the  table,  to  be 
rt-ady  to  receive  tli»ir  portion  of  the  entertainment. 
I  never  saw  finer  animals,  or  which  seemed  to  be 
more  influenced  by  a  sense  of  decorum,  excepting 
that  they  Nlobbercif  a  little  as  the  rich  s<.>eni  from  the 
chimney  was  wnfled  pas-t  their  noses.  The  amoU 
doijs  ensciinced  themselves  bcneaih  the  tabb*. 

I  am  a  ware  that  1  am  dwelliim  upon  trivial  and 
ordinary  circumsiances,  and  that  perhaps  I  may  wca- 
rv  out  your  patience  in  doins  w-  But  conceive  me 
alone  in  this  Strang  place,  which  seemed,  from  the 
universal  silence,  to  t)e  the  very  temple  of  Harpo 
rnitcH— renn  iiibtT  that  this  is  my  first  excursion  from 
home— fortfet  not  that  the  manner  in  which  I  had 
been  brou;iht  hither  had  the  dimity  of  danger  and 
something  the  air  of  an  adventure,  and  that  there  waa 


this  part  of  the  world ;  for  the  sashes  set?med  glazed, 
lad  there  were  what  are  called  storm-windows  in 
theroriC  giving  svmptomsof  the  majoiificencv  of  a 
Mond  story.  The  scene  around  was  ver>'  interest- 
iag;  for  the  cotlagt.-s,  and  the  yards  or  crofis  annexed 
to  them,  occupied  a  haugh,  or  holm,  of  two  acn  s^ 
which  a  brook  of  some  consitjuencedo  iiidge  fnun  ita 
nnr;had  left  upon  one  side  of  the  little  glen  while 
finding  ita  course  close  to  the  further  bank,  and  which 
appeared  to  be  covered  and  darkened  with  trees,  while 
the  le\-el  space  beneath  enjoy(>d  such  stormy  smiles 
V  the  nioton  hod  that  ni;;hl  to  l)estow. 

I  had  little  time  for  obsirvation,  for  my  compa- 
nion's loud  whistle,  secondt-d  by  an  equally  IoikI  hal- 
loa speedily  brought  to  the  d«x>r  of  the  principal  cot- 
lage  a  man  and  a  woman,  together  with  t\io  larse 
.Nt'wfouiMJIand  dogs,  the  dti^i  baying  of  which  I  had 
bf  aonip  lime  heard.  A  yelping  terrier  or  two,  which 
had  j<iine<i  the  concert,  were  silent  at  the  presence  of 
my  conductor,  and  began  to  whine,  jump  up,  and 
f»»ii  upon  him.  The  female  dn-w  back  when  she 
keheld  a  stranger;  the  man,  who  had  a  limited  lan- 
btn. advanced,  and,  without  anv observation,  reiuMved 
the  honn*  from  my  host,  Rnd  1e<l  him,  doiibib.-ss,  to 
flahlr%  while  I  followed  my  conductor  into  the  house. 
When  we  had  |)as<<>d  the  A«//.in,»  we  Lnti?n-d  a  well- 
nzfd  apnrtm«.*nt,  with  a  clean  brick  Moor,  where  a  fire 
blazed  (much  to  my  contentment)  in  the  onlinary 
prrtjecting  sort  of  chitimi>y,  common  in  Scottisn 
wMusfs.  There  were  stone  seats  within  the  chimney; 
aad  Sniinary  utensils,  mixed  with  lishinK-h|>ear8, 
nets,  and  similar  iniplt nunts  of  sport,  wen*  hung 
around  the  walls  of  the  place.  The  female  who  had 
frat  Bpp«-ared  at  the  do'ir,  had  now  n-tn-ated  inti>  a 
side  apartment.  She  was  presently  folio w«l  by  my 
Itade,  alter  he  had  silently  motioned  me  to  a  S4?at ; 
and  their  place  was  supplied  by  an  elderly  woman,  in 
a^ray  etutf  gown,  with  a  cheek  apron  and  toy.  obvi- 
•niMly  a  menial,  thou.:;h  nenter  in  her  dress  ihan  is 
uaiial  in  her  aiiiMirent  rank-  an  advantage  which 
Haa  ixjunttrbalancid  by  a  very  forbiddinij  nsjM'ot.  j 


"mv   I  vfiiii&c  I  iiuiiiiit  t  u     IM      u     II  IV      ii/j  iiiiiiiiii.^    cin|>i.-<.:i.       a<JllIVllllll^  iiic   iill  I'l  all  il(l  vi  llliill.  niiii   iiiiit  iii«  ic  «*ci« 

But  the  most  singular  part  of  her  attire,  in  this  vi  r>'  ■  a  niyslerioiis  incongruity  in  all  I  had  hitherto  wit- 
Plutestant  country,  was  at  osary,  in  which  the  smaller  '  nessed;  and  you  will  not,  I  think,  he  suri'iised  that 
beads  w(  re  black  oak,  and  those  indicating  the  ;>r//(rr-    these  circtnnstances,   though   trifling,  should   force 

ib"ins(  Ives  on  my  notice  at  the  time,  and  dwell  in  my 

memory  afterwards. 
Thai  a  li«Iier,  who  pursued  the  sport  pfrhapa'for 


wx/iT  of  silver,  with  a  criicillx  of  the  same  metal. 

Thia  piTWin  made  preparations  for  aupiH  r,  by  spn»ad- 

inzaclf  nri  though  courM**  cloth  over  u  large  oaken  .      _  , ^  ^  ,.  ,.  , 

table,  placing  trenchers  ond  salt  uikui  it,  and  arr;ing-  ;  bis  amns«-inent  as  well  as  nrofit,  should  l>e  well 
i'te  ihi'fire  to  n-ci  ivea  gridinin.  1  obh'Tved  her  mo-  iiioiinied  and  bettrr  UutgMl  than  the  lower  clasM  of 
iHjns  in  silmee ;  for  she  took  no  son  of  notice  of  me,  |  e  isanlry,  had  in  ir  nothing  suri^risinu;  btit  ihi  re  waa 
and  as  her  l<M)ks  were  singularly  forbidding,  I  1^  It  no  N)nierhiiii;  alNiui  all  that  I  saw  which  si'einefl  to  in- 
diM)i>sitioii  to  commence ciiiiverhntion.  tiiuaie,  that  I  was  lather  in  thcnb<ideof  a  decayed 

WiK'U  iliid  diiLiina  had  made  all  prcliin:iiar\'  ar- '  gintbniaii,  who  clung  to  a  few  of  thefurmn  and  oh- 
raiifh-menis,  she  took  from  the  well-lillcd  |»unch  of  ?cnances  of  lonner  rank,  than  in  that  of  a  common 
niynriidni'ior,  ^hif  h  behad  hung  up  by  ihedoor.  one  ,  (N'osnnr,  raised  al)ove  hia  fellows  by  comparative 
iif  two  K-ilinon.  or  erilnrtc,  as  the  sinaller  sort  are    opulence. 

ifrnieil, and  Helecting  that  which  seemed  b(.«l.  and  in  iiei^iiles  the  articles  of  plate  which  I  have  alreadf 
h-^heft  seas/in.  iN'gan  to  cut  it  into  .nliee:*,  and  to  i)re-*  notirttl,  the  old  man  now  lightetl  and  plaeed  on  the. 
pit**  a  critlaJe  :  th-.'  savoury  smell  of  which  niXrru  d  taldi*  a  sUver  lamp,  or  eruljtit,  as  the  ScHittiKh  term  it, 
hie  so  |M)werfully,  that  I  beuaii  sincerely  to  boiie  that  filletl  with  very  pure  oil,  which  in  burning  diffused  an 
•  Tiv  iMruiuMi  wiiieii  <Uvidw  a  Bcuttitfh  eotuico.  i  aromatic  fragrance,  and  gave  mu   a  more  perfect 
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view  of  the  oottace  waits,  which  I  had«faicherto  only 
tKxn  dimly  by  ilie  lijcht  of  the  fire.  The  bink,*  with 
lu  usual  arrangement  of  pewier  and  earthen-war^ 
which  was  most  stnctlv  and  criticallv  clean,  s^lancud 
back  the  flame  of  the  lamp  merrily  from  one  side  of 
the  apartment.  In  a  rM^ss,  formed  by  the  small  bow 
of  a  latticed  window,  was  a  large  writing-de&k  of 
walnut-tree  wood,  curiously  caned,  above  which 
BBose  eh'.'lves  of  tiie  same,  which  supported  a  few 
books  and  prtpers.  The  onpiisite  side  of  the  recess 
irontained  (as  far  as  I  couid  disceni,  for  it  lay  in  sha- 
dow, and  I  could  at  any  rate  have  seen  it  but  imper- 
icctly  from  the  pince  when*  I  was  seated)  one  or  two 
Kuns,  lo^>iher  with  swords,  pistols,  and  other  arms 
—a collection  which,  in  a i>oor cottage,  and  in  acoun- 
tr>'  80  peaceful,  apneured  singular  at  least,  if  not  even 
somewhat  suspicious. 

All  lhej».?observaiion^  you  may  suppose,  were  made 
much  sofmiT  than  I  have  n-corded,  or  you  (if  vou 
have  not  skipped)  have  been  able  to  read  them.  They 
were  already  finished,  and  I  wan  considering  how  I 
should  open  some  communication  with  the  mule  in- 
habitants of  the  mansion,  when  my  cotiduetor  re-en- 
tered from  the  sidenJoar  by  which  he  had  made  his  exit. 

He  had  now  thrown  oft'  his  rough  r:din;{-cap,  and 
his  coarse  jockey-coat,  and  stood  before  mc  in  a  gray 
iiffkin  trimmed  with  black,  which  sat  close  to,  and 
set  off,  hisi  large  and  sinewy  frame,  and  a  pair  of 
trowsera,  of  a  lighter  colour,  cut  as  cIom  to  the  body 
as  they  are  used  by  Highland  men.    His  wliolc  dreds 
was  of  finer  cloth  than  that  of  the  old  man ;  and  his 
linen,  so  minute  was  my  observation,  cluin  and  un- 
sullied.    Ujs  shirt  was  without  ruffles,  and  tied  at 
the  collar  with  a  black  riband,  which  showed  his 
strung  and  muscular  neck  rising  from  it,  like  that  of 
an  ancient  Hercules.    His  head  was  small,  with  a 
lance  forehead,  and  well-formed  ears.    He  wore  nei- 
ther peruke  nor  hair-powder :  and  his  chestnut  locks 
curUng  close  to  his  head,  like  those  of  an  antique 
statue,  showed  not  the  least  touch  of  time,  though 
die  owner  must  have  been  at  least  fifty.    His  features 
were  high  and  prominent  in  such  a  degree,  that  one 
knew  not  whetnrr  to  term  them  harsh  or  handaoine. 
In  either  c«ise,  the  sparkling  gray  eye,  aquiline  nose, 
and  well-formed  mouth,  combined  to  render  his  phy- 
siognoniy  noble  and  expressive.    An  air  of  sadness, . 
or  severity,  or  of  Ujth,  seemed  to  indicate  a  inelan- , 
choly,  and,  at  the  same  time,  a  haughty  temper.    I  [ 
could  not  help  running  mentally  over  the  ancient  he- 1 
roe«i,  to  whom  I  might  assimilate  the  noble  form  and  ; 
countenance  before  me.    He  was  too  young,  and 
evinced  t(x>  little  resignation  to  his  fate,  to  reuemble  ', 
Belisarius.    Coriotanua,  standing  by  the  hearth  of  i 
Tiillus  Aufidiurt,  came  nearer  the  mark ;   yet  the  • 
gloomy  and  haughty  look  of  the  stranger  had^  per-  , 
haps,  still  more  of  Planus,  seated  among  the  rums  of , 
Carthage. 

While  I  was  lost  in  these  imal^natbn^  my  host 
stood  by  the  fire,  gazing  on  me  with  the  same  atten-  I 
tion  which  I  paid  to  him,  until,  embarrassed  by  his. 
look,  I  was  about  to  break  silence  at  all  hazards.    But ! 
the  siipiKT,  now  placed  upon  the  table,  reminded  me, 
by  its  appearance,  of  ihosHi  wants  which  1  had  almost ' 
for?{otten  while  I  was  gazing  on  the  fine  form  of  my  j 
conductor.    He  spoke  at  length,  and  I  almost  8tartc<i 
at  the  deep  ridi  tone  of  his  voice,  tlwHigh  what  he  said  • 
Was  but  to  invite  me  to  sit  down  to  the  table.    He  I 
himself  aA«iiincd  the  seat  o[  honour,  beside  which  i 
the  silver  i1<i;;an  was  plaecd,  and  beckoned  to  me  to 
sit  besiiie  hiiii. 

Thou  knowcst  thy  father^s  strict  and  excellent  do- 
mestic discipline  has  trained  me  to  hear  the  invoca- 
tion of  a  blessing  bifi^re  we  break  the  daily  bread,  for 
which  we  are  taught  to  pniy— I  pausc-d  a  moment, 
and,  without  designing  to  do  aa  I  suppose  im'  man- 
ner made  him  sensible  of  what  I  expected.  The  two 
domestiea,  or  inferiors,  as  I  should  have  before  ob- 
served, were  alrtady  sealed  at  the  bottom  of  the 
tabic,  when  my  lu>st  shot  a  glance  of  a  very  peculiar 
eipression  t  wards  the  old  man,  observing,  wiih 
•ometh  ng  approaching  to  a  sneer,  "Crisial^'ixon, 
say  grace— thd  gentleman  expects  one.'* 

"TtM  fWune  of  woodea  shelvM  plaesd  io  a  Seoiliah  kitclMa 


"  The  foul  fiend  shall  be  cleik.  and  say  amen,  when 
I  turn  chanlain,"  growled  out  the  party  addressed,  ia 
tones  which  might  have  become,  the  coodibou  d  a 
dying  bear;  "if  the  j^entleman  is  a  whis.  he  may 
please  himself  with  his  own  mummerv.  My  faith  ii 
neither  in  word  nor  writ,  but  in  baney  bread  lod 
brown  ale." 

"  3Iabel  MofTat,"  said  my  guide,  looking  at  the  oU 
woman,  and  raising  his  sonorous  vi>ice,  probably  be> 
c.nuse  she  was  horti  of  hearing,  '"canst  thou  ask  a 
blessing  upon  our  victuals  ?*' 

The  old  woman  shook  her  head,  kissed  the  croa 
whinti  hung  from  her  roHar>j  and  was  silent. 

*'  Mabel  will  say  grace  for  no  heretic,"  said  the 
master  of  thi.>  house,  with  the  same  latent  sneer  oa 
his  brow  and  in  his  accent. 

At  tlie  same  moment,  the  side-door  already  meo- 
tioned  openi-d,  and  the  young  woman  (so  she  ptowf) 
whom  I  had  first  seen  at  the  door  of  the  oottaae,  ad- 
vanceil  a  little  way  into  tlie  room,  then  stopped  hash- 
fully,  as  if  she  hnd  observed  that  I  was  looking  at 
her.  and  asked  the  master  of  the  house,  "ifheoad 
uilleri  ?" 

"  \ot  louder  tlian  to  make  old  3Iabel  bear  me,'*,be 
reMlied ;  ''  and  yet,*'  he  added,  as  she  turned  to  letiie, 
**  it  iH  a  shame  a  stranger  should  see  a  house  whefe 
not  one  of  the  family  can  or  will  say  a  grace,— do  thou 
be  our  chaplain." 

The  girL  who  was  really  pretty,  came  forward  iritb 
timid  m<)de8ty,  and  apparently  unconscious  that  liie 
was  driing  any  thing  uncominon,  pronounced  the 
beiie<!;ction  in  a  silver-toned  voice,  and  with  affecting 
simplicity— her  check  colouring  just  so  much  as  to 
show,  that,  on  a  less  solemn  occasion,  she  would 
have  felt  more  embarrassed. 

Now,  if  thou  «.'xpecte8t  a  fine  description  of  thia 
young  woman,  Alan  Fairfonl,  in  orrlcr  to  eiititle  thee 
to  taunt  me  with  having  found  a  Dulcioea  in  the  ia- 
habitant  of  a  fisherman's  cottage  on  the  Soiway 
Firth,  thou  shalt  be  disappointed  ;  for,  having  said  ana 
seemed  very  pretty,  and  that  she  was  a  sweet  and 
gentle-speaking  creature,  I  have  sakl  all  concemios 
her  that  I  can  tell  thee.  She  vanished  when  the 
bencdietion  was  spoken. 

My  host,  with  a  muttered  remark  on  the  cold  of 
our  ride,  and  the  keen  air  of  the  Solway  Sanda,  ta 
which  he  did  not  seem  to  wish  an  answer,  loaded  my 
plate  from  Mal)ers  grillade,  which,  with  a  lane 
wooden  bowl  of  potatoes,  formed  our  whole  mesL 
A  sprinkling  from  the  lemon  gave  a  much  higher  aest 
than  the  usual  condiment  of  vinegar:  and  I  prumiK 
you  that  whatever  I  might  hitherto  nave  felt,  either 
of  curiosity  or  suspicion,  did  not  prevent  mc  froo 
making  a  most  excellent  supper,  during  which  little 
passed  betwixt  me  and  my  entertainer,  unless  that 
he  did  the  usual  honours  of  the  table  with  cuurte>f« 
indeed,  but  without  even  the  affectation  of  heartf 
hospitality,  which  those  in  his  (apparent)  conditioa 
generally  aflect  on  such  occasions,  even  when  they  do 
not  actually  feel  it.  On  the  contrary,  his  maaiier 
seemed  that  of  a  polished  landlord  towards  an  uoei- 
pectcd  and  unwelcome  guest,  whom  for  the  sake  of 
his  own  cn'dii.  he  receives  with  civility,  hot  without 
either  good- will  or  cheerfulness. 

If  you  ask  how  I  learned  all  this.  I  cannot  tdlyos; 
nor,  were  I  to  write  down  at  length  the  intiignificaai 
inierrrourso  which  took  place  between  us,  wouU  u 
perhaiis  serve  to  Justify  these  observations.  It  i*  ^ 
ficieni  to  say,  that  in  helping  his  dogs,  which  he  did 
from  lime  to  time  with  great  liberality,  he  seemed  tt 
discharge  a  duty  much  more  pleasins  to  himself,  tbiO 
when  he  paid  the  same  attention  to  nis  guest  Upoa 
the  whole,  the  result  on  my  mind  was  as  I  tell  it  you. 

When  faupper  was  over,  a  small  case-botde  oi 
brandy,  in  a  curious  frame  of  silver  filigree,  circuliin 
to  the  guests.  1  had  already  taken  a  small  gbaa  of 
the  liquor,  and,  when  it  had  passed  to  Mabd  and  ^ 
Cristal,  and  was  again  returned  to  the  upper  end  of 
the  table,  I  could  not  help  taking  the  bottle  io  isf 
hand,  to  look  more  at  the  armorial  bearings,  which 
were  chased  with  considerable  taste  on  the  eiiver 
framework.  Encountering  the  eye  of  my  enteitaiaer, 
I  instantly  saw  that  my  curiosity  was  bigjhly  diatasK- 
ful;  he  fiowned,  bit  hw  lip,  and  showed  wch  uooon- 
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cnr  9ame  arms  wt;re  enKraveu. 

There  ciisiK-d  an  awkwiird  paiin&  which  I  endeo 
soured  to  break  by  observing,  tnot  I  ft^nrvd  my  in 
Vrusion   upon  his  hospitahty  had  put  his  fQiiiiiy  t 


trollahle  signs  of  impntience,  that,  setting  the  bottle 
imiDedintely  down,  I  attcinpicd  SDine  .ipology.  To 
this  he  did  not  dei^n  nther  to  reply,  or  even  to  listen  ; 
•nd  Cristal,  at  n  signal  from  hin  mnster,  removed  the 
object  of  my  curiosity,  as  well  as  ihe  cup,  upon  which 
thesame arms  wt?re  enpnived. 

' '  '  1  endea- 
'  in- 
to 
Bome  inconvenience," 

"1  hope  you  we  no  appearance  of  it,  sir,"  he  re- 
plied, wiih  cold  civility.  "What  inconvenience  a 
iamiiy  so  retir«l  hh  oun*  may  sufft-r  from  receivinsr  nn 
tinex^x'ted  gue^t,  is  like  to  be  iridins;,  in  compaiiHon 
uf  what  the  visiter  himself  sustains  fmm  want  of 
li:s  accustomed  comforts.  So  far,  therefore,  as  our 
connexion  stands,  our  accounts  stand  cle:ir." 

Notwithstanding  this  discouragin;?  reply,  I  blun- 
deri'd  on.  as  is  usual  in  such  cases,  wishing' to  appear 
civil,  ana  beinp,  norhaps,  in  reality  the  very  reverse. 
•*  I  was  nfraid,  I  said,  "  that  my  pn'^i-nce  had 
banished  one  of  the  familr''(looking  at  the  side-door) 
•*fn»m  his  table." 

■*  IC"  he  coldly  replied,  "I  mcatit  the  young  woman 
vhoui  I  had  seen  in  the  aparinieni,  he  bid  me  observe 
that  there  was  room  enough  at  the  table  for  her  to 
have  seated  herself,  and  nient  enou«;h,  such  as  it  w<)9, 
for  her  supper.  I  might  therelon*,  be  assuri'd,  if  she 
had  chosen  it,  sh<*  would  have  supped  with  up." 

There  waa  no  dwelling  on  thisor  any  other  topic 
longer;  for  my  entertainer,  uking  up  the  lamp,  ob- 
served, that,  **  my  wet  clothes  might  reconcile  me  for 
the  night  to  their  custom  of  keeping  eariy  hours; 
that  he  waa  under  the  necessity  of  going  abroad  by 
peep  of  day  to-niorrow  morning,  antT  would  call  mc 
up  at  the  same  time,  to  point  out  the  way  by  which  I 
VIS  to  return  lo  tlic  Shepherd's  Hush." 

This  left  no  opening  for  farther  explanation ;  nor 
was  there  room  lor  it  on  the  usual  terms  of  civiiity ; 
Rir,  as  he  neither  asked  my  name,  nor  expwssi'd  the 
ktft  interest  concerning  my  condition,  T'-ihe  o4)liged 
person— had  no  pretence  to  trouble  him  unth  such 
uiqumes  on  my  part. 

He  took  up  the  lamp,  and  Iixl  me  throuch  the  side- 
door  into  A  very  small  room,  wlicn*  a  berl  had  been 
hwtily  arranged  for  my  accommodation,  and,  putting 
down  the  lamp,  directttl  me  to  leave  my  wet  clothes 
OB  the  outside  of  the  door,  that  ihcy  might  l»e  ex- 
iWM'd  to  ilic  fire  during  the  niu'ht.  He  then  lt:ft  me, 
having  muttered  something  which  was  meant  to  puss 
for  good-night. 

I  obe>x*d  nis  directions  with  respect  to  my  clothes, 
the  rather  that,  in  despite  of  the  spirits  which  1  had 
drank,  I  felt  my  teeth  begin  lo  chatter,  and  receivjxl 
varitiu!^  hints  nt>m  an  anguish  ft-eling,  that  n  town- 
hnd  youth,  like  myself,  could  not  at  once  rush  into 
all  the  hardihood  of  country  sports  with  impunity. 
But  my  !)e*J,  though  coarse  and  hard,  was  dry  and 
dean;  and  I  eoon  was  so  little  occupieti  with  my 
hents  and  tremor^,  as  to  listt>n  with  interest  to  a 
heavy  fool  which  si'emed  to  bt-  that  of  niy  landloni, 
traver^inj^  the  boiirris  (there  was  no  ceilin^r,  as  you 
may  l>elieve)  which  roofed  uiy  nparinicnt.  f.i^lit 
glancing  ihrouph  these  rude  rilauks  l)eeame  visible  a  • 
«wn  a.<  my  lamp  wns  exiini!ui.«<hed  ;  and  :ts  th<'  noise 
of  the  slow,  solemn,  and  re;.n:lar  .^rep  ixiniinucKl,  and 
I  could  diHtiugiii^'h  that  the-  person  turm-fi  ntid  re- 
liirned  n^  he  nachfvl  the  end  of  the  apnrimi-nt,  it 
Mrmivi  clear  to  me  that  the  walher  wns  ctu-nKed  in 
no  domestic  oceupation,  but  merely  pacing  lo  and  Ih) 
fnr  hin  own  pleasure.  "  An  odd  niniisement  tlii\"  I 
rhoiight,  "for  one  who  luid  bein  en;;ji;ie<I  at  l»nsr  a 
part  of  ihepreeeilinn  d:iy  in  vioh-nt  ex«  rcsse,  and  who 
ttlked  of  rising  by  the  peep  of  dawn  on  the  ensuing 
BHTnins?." 

Mean  lime  I  heard  the  storm,  which  had  Iven 
lirewiiig  during  the  evening,  beain  to  descend  with  n 
vrnseance;  founds,  as  of  distant  thundtr,  (the  noise 
f4  thf  more  distant  waves,  doubllrs*?*,  on  :he  shon-,) 
mingled  with  the  roaring  of  the  iieighbf>uring  torrent, 
and  with  the  clashing,  groaning,  ind  even  screaming 
of  the  trees  in  the  slen,  whose  Iniuglis  v,vrv  tormented 
by  the  gale.  Within  the  liouRf>,  windows  cluttered, 
and  doon  dapped,  and  tbo  wtlla,  though  aufficiently 


substantial  for  a  building  of  the  kmd,  seemed  to  mn 
to  totter  in  the  tempest. 

But  still  the  heavy  steps  perambulating  the  apart- 
ment over  my  head,  were  distinctly  heard  amid  the 
roar  and  fury  of  the  elements.  I  thought  more  than 
once  I  even  heard  a  groan ;  but  I  frankly  own,  that, 
placed  in  this  unusual  situation,  my  fancy  may  have 
misled  me.  I  was  tempted  several  times  to  call 
aloud,  and  ask  whether  the  turmoil  oround  us  did  not 
threaten  danger  to  the  building  which  we  inhabited: 
but  when  I  thought  of  the  secluded  and  unsocial 
master  of  the  dwelling,  who  seemed  to  avoid  human 
Rociory,  and  lo  remain  unperturbed  amid  the  ele- 
mental war,  it  seemed  that  to  spenk  to  him  at  that 
moment,  would  have  been  to  address  the  snirit  of  the 
tempest  himself^  since  no  other  b«Mng,  1  thouj^iht, 
could  have  remained  calm  and  trancjuifv.hilc  winds 
and  wnti'rs  were  thus  rasing  around. 

In  process  of  time,  fatigu'e  prevailed  over  anxiety 
and  curiosity.  The  storm  obattd,  or  my  senses  be- 
came deadened  to  its  terrors,  and  I  fell  asle<-p  ere  yet 
the  my?*ierious  paces  of  my  host  had  ceasc>d  to  shake 
the  flooring  over  my  head. 

It  might  have  been  expected  that  the  novelty  of  iny 
situation,  although  it  did  not  prevent  my  slumbera, 
would  have  at  least  diminished  their  pmfoundnese, 
ond  shortened  their  duration.  It  pioved  otherwisi', 
hov/ever;  fi»r  I  never  slept  more  soundly  in  mvlife, 
and  only  awoke  when,  at  morning  dawn,  mv  land- 
lord shook  me  by  the  shoulder,  and  dispelled  some 
drc'im,  of  which,  fortunately  for  you,  I  hove  no  recol- 
lection, otherwise  you  would  have  been  favoured  with 
it,  in  hopes  you  might  have  provt^i  a  second  Daniel 
upon  the  occasion. 

"  Vou  sleep  sound"— said  his  full  deep  voice;  ''ere 
five  years  have  rolUnl  over  your  head,  your  slumbt^rs 
will  be.  lightef^-unless  ere  then  you  arc  wropped  in 
the  sleep  which  is  never  broken. 

"Howl"  said  I,  starling  up  in  the  bed;  "do  you 
know  any  tiling  of  me— of  my  prospects— of  my 
'.iews  in  life?" 

"Nothing,"  he  answered,  with  a  grim  smile;  "but 
it  is  evident  you  are  entering  upon  the  world  young, 
inexr>erienc(-a,  and  full  of  hopes,  and  I  do  but  pro- 
phecy to  vou  what  1  would  lo  any  one  in  your  con- 
dition.—fiul  come;  there  lie  your  clothes— a  brown 
cnisr  and  a  draught  of  milk  wait  y^ni,  if  yoU* choose  to 
break  your  fast :  but  you  must  make  haste." 

"  1  must  first,  I  said,  "  take  the  frecfiom  to  spend 
a  few  minutes  alone,  before  beginning  the  ordinary 
works  of  the  day." 

**  Oh  !— humph !— I  cry  your  devotions  pardon,"  ha 
repli<xi,  and  left  the  apartUMfnt. 

Alan,  there  is  something  terrible  about  this  man. 

I  joimxi  him,  as  I  ban  promised,  in  the  kitchen 
where  we  had  supped  over  night,  where  I  found  the 
artieles  which  he  had  ofiTered  me  for  breakfoat,  with 
out  butter  or  any  other  addition. 

He  walked  up  and  down  while  I  partook  of  the 
bread  and  milk ;  and  ihe  hlow  measured  weighty  step 
seemed  iil»>niifie(l  with  those  which  I  hod  heard  \wt 
night.  His  pare,  fnun  its  funereal  slowness,  seemed 
to  keep  time  with  some  current  of  internsi  passioii, 
dark,  slow,  and  unchonged.— "  We  run  uiid  leap  by 
the  side  of  a  lively  ond  bubbling  brook,"  thought  I, 
internalJy,  "os  if  we  would  nin  a  nice  with  it;  but 
beside  waters  deep,  hlow,  and  lonely,  our  pn<:e  is  sul- 
len and  silent  as  their  course.  What  thoughts  may 
be  now  corn  siK)nding  with  that  furrowed  brow,  ond 
l>enrinr;  time  wijh  thai  heavy  step!" 

"  If  ytiu  have  finished,"  said  he,  looking  up  to  me 
with  a  glance  of  impatience,  as  he  obfrcrveu  that  I 
nte  nf»  K)njier,  but  remoined  with  my  eyes  fixed  upon 
hin«,  "I  wait  to  ahow  you  the  way. 

We  went  out  together,  no  individual  of  the  family 
having  been  visible  excepting  my  landlord.  I  waa 
disnppointcil  of  the  opportunity  wnicli  I  watched  for 
of  iriving  some  gratuity  to  the  doiiK.stics,  as  they 
sin>mui  to  l>e.  .As  for  offering  any  recom|)ense  to  the 
Master  of  the  Household,  it  seemed  to  me  impoaeibla 
to  have  attempted  it. 

What  would  I  hove  given  for  a  share  in  thy  com 
posure,  who  wouldst  have  thrust  haif-a-crown  into  a 
man's  hand  whose  neoeuitie^  seenied  to  etM«  vv 
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conscious  that  you  did  nght  in  makins  the  proffer, 
ind  not  caring  sixpcnc-  whether  you  hurt  the  feel- 
ings of  him  whom  you  meant  to  9er>'e  I  I  »n w  thee 
onw  give  a  p^mny  to  a  man  with  a  long  beanl,  who, 
from  the  iliijnity  of  his  exterior,  might  have  repre- 
sented Sdlon.  I  had  not  thy  courage,  and  theroibrc 
I  made  no  tendi-r  to  my  myaierious  host,  aithougli, 
notwithstanding  his  di«iplay  of  silver  utensils,  all 
around  the  hou-sif  bespoke  narrow  circumstances,  if 
not  actual  poveriv. 

We  left  the  place  together.  But  I  hear  thee  mur- 
mur thy  very  n'^w  and  appropriate  ejaculation,  0^£, 
jam  «i/w.'— The  rest  for  another  time.  Perhaps  I 
may  delay  farther  communication  till  I  learn  how  my 
favours  are  vaJued. 


LETTER  V. 

ALAS  FAiaPORD  TO  DARSIE   LATIMER. 

I  HAVE  thy  two  last  epistles,  my  dear  Darsic,  and, 
ezpcctinii  the  thinl.  have  been  in  no  hurry  to  answer 
them.  Do  not  think  my  silence  ought  to  be  ascribed 
to  mv  failing  to  take  interest  in  them,  for,  truly,  they 
excel  (tho'ign  the  task  was  difficult)  thy  usual  excel- 
lings.  Since  the  moon-calf  who  earliest  discovered 
the  Pandemoniiiin  of  Milton  in  an  expiring  wood-fire 
—since  the  first  ingenious  urchin  who  blew  bubbles 
'  cut  of  sonp  and  water,  thou,  nny  best  of  friends,  hast 
the  highest  knack  at  making  historie»  out  of  nothing. 
Wert  tnou  to  plant  the  bean  in  the  nursery- tale,  thou 
wouldst  make  out,  so  soon  as  it  began  to  germinate, 
that  the  castle  of  the  giant  was  about  to  elevate  its 
battlements  on  ilie  top  of  it.  All  that  happens  to 
thee  gets  a  touch  of  the  wonderful  and  the  sublime 
from  thy  own  rich  imagiriation.  Didst  ever  sec  what 
artists  call  a  Claude  LKjrraine  glas^  which  spreads 
its  own  particular  hue  over  the  wnole  landscape  which 
you  see  through  it  7— thou  beholdesl  ordinary  events 
]U8i  through  such  a  medium. 

I  have  looked  carr-fully  at  the  facts  of  thy  last  long 
letter,  and  they  are  just  such  as  might  have  befallen 
any  httle  tniant  of  the  High  School  who  had  got 
down  to  Leith  Sands,  gone  beyond  the  vraum-aub. 
wet  his  hose  and  shoon,  and,  finally,  had  been  carried 
home,  in  compassion,  by  some  highkiltcd  fishwifie. 
cursing  all  the  while  ine  trouble  which  the  brat  ooca- 
sionedner. 

I  admire  the  figtme  which  thou  must  have  made, 
elin^ing  for  dear  life  behind  the  old  felk>w's  back— 
thy  jaw8  chattering  with  fear,  thy  muscles  cramped 
with  anxiety.  Thy  execrable  supper  of  broiled  sal- 
mon, which  was  enough  to  insure  the  nightmare's 
regular  visits  for  a  twelvemonth,  may  be  termed  a 
real  affliction ;  but  as  for  the  storm  of  Thursday  last, 
(such,  I  obsiTve.  was  the  date.)  it  roared,  whistled, 
howled,  and  liL-llowed,  as  feariully  amongst  the  oiti 
chimney-heads  in  the  ('andlemaker-row.  as  it  coula 
on  the  Solway  shore,  for  the  very  wind  of  \t— teste 
me  per  tptam  noclem  tipilante.  And  then  in  tho  morn- 
ing again,  when— Txird  help  you— in  your  sentimen- 
tal delicacy  you  bid  the  poor  man  adieu,  without  even 
tendering  him  a  half-a-crown  for  Rupperand  lodging! 

you  laugh  at  me  for  giving  a  penny  (to  be  accurate, 
though,  tiiou  shouldst  have  said  sixpence)  to  an  old 
follow,  whom  thou,  in  thy  high  flight,  wouldst  have 
sent  home  supperlcss,  because  he  wan  like  Solon  or 
Delisarius.  But  you  forget  that  the  atlront di:sc(nded 
iike  a  bentYiiction  into  the  pouch  of  thi:  oliJ  gaberlunzie, 
who  overflowed  in  blessings  upon  the  pmeruus  donor 
—Long  ere  he  would  have  thanked  incc,  Darsic,  for 
thy  barren  veneration  of  his  l)eard  and  his  bearing. 
Then  you  lau:;h  at  my  good  father's  retreat  from  Fal- 
Kirk,  just  as  if  it  were  not  time  for  a  man  to  trudge 
when  three  or  four  mountain  knaves,  with  naked 
claymores,  and  heels  as  light  as  their  fingcr^  were 
scampering  aflir  him, cr>'ing /urtni*A.  You  remem- 
what  he  said  liimself  when  the  I^ainl  of  Bncklivat  told 
him  that  fnrinUh  signified  "  stay  a  while."  "  What 
the  devil,  he  said,  aurj/rised  out  of  his  Presbyterian 
correctness  \ry  the  unreasonableness  of  such  a  rrauest 
under  the  circuustaacca,  **  would  the  scoundrels  have 
bad  roe  stop  to  have  my  head  cut  off?'* 

Iiawne  aucha  tnin  at  your  pva  iieelij  Dvsiflb  and 


ask  vourself  whetli'T  you  would  not  exert  your  kx 
as  fast  as  you  diil  in  tiying  fioni  the  Sol  way  ticM 
And  yet  you  iinp«*:ioh  my  father's  cou.a^^'c  !  I  ttll  m 
he  has  courage  enough  to  do  what  is  right,  ana  ti 
spurn  what  is  wrong— courage  enough  to  defend  i 
nghtiTOus  cause  wiih  naml  ami  purse,  and  to  take  tb 
part  of  the  poor  man  against  liis  oppres^'or,  witliOD 
fear  of  the  c»nse<iuence3  to  himscll.  This  is  avi 
cfiurage,  Darsie ;  and  it  is  of  little  consequence  to  mosl 
nil  n  in  this  age  and  countr>,  whether  they  cverpoi* 
scft^  military  nnirnge  or  no. 

Do  not  ttiink  I  am  an!?ry  with  you,  thoush  I  thni 
attempt  to  r.-ctify  your  opinions  on  my  father's  sr* 
count.  I  am  well  aware  that,  up^m  the  whole,  h« if 
scarce  reganled  \*-ith  more  respect  by  me  than  hf 
thee.  And  while  1  am  in  a  srrious  humour,  wfiich  itv 
ditficult  to  preserve  with  one  who  is  p('r()etinlly 
templing  me  to  laugh  at  him,  pray  dearest  Danic^  M 
not  thy  ardour  for  adventure  carr>'  thee  into  more 
such  scrap(>s  as  that  of  the  Sol  way  Sands.  The  reit 
of  the  story  is  a  mere  imagination  ;  but  that  atomy 
evening  might  havi.-  provH,  as  the  clown  says  to  Lor, 
a  "  naiigiity  niuht  to  swim  in." 

As  for  the  rest,  if  vou  can  work  mvsterious  and  n- 
man  tic  heroes  out  of^old  cmssgrainej  fishermen,  whj, 
I  for  one  will  r»  ap  some  amusement  by  the  metamor* 
phonis.  Vi't  hold !  even  tliere,  there  is  some  ne«^  of 
f^aulion.  This  same  female  chaplain— thou  sayest  to 
little  of  her,  and  so  much  of  every  one  else,  that  ilci- 
cite«i  some  tlaubt  in  my  mind,  very  pretty  she  ii,  i» 
seems— and  that  is  all  thy  discretion  informs  me o£. 
There  are  cases  in  which  silence  implies  other  thinp 
than  consent.  Wert  thou  ashamed  or  afraid,  Darae^ 
to  trust  thyself  with  the  praises  of  the  vf>rT  pret^ 
gract-sayer'?— As  I  live,  thou  blushest!  Why,  do  I 
not  know  thee  an  inveterate  Squire  of  Dames?  lod 
have  I  not  been  in  thy  confidence  7  An  elegant  elbow, 
displayed  when  the  rest  of  the  figure  was  niutlied  in  a 
cardinal,  or  a  neat  well-turned  ankle  and  instep,  seen 
by  chance  as  its  owner  tripped  up  the  Old  Assembly 
Close,*  turned  thy  brain  for  eight  days.  Thou  wcrt 
once  caught,  if  I  rememl)er  nghtly.  with  a  sin^ 
clance  of  a  single  matchless  eye,  which,  when  ibe 
fair  owner  withdrew  her  veil,  proved  to  be  sing^  io 
the  literal  sense  of  the  word.  And,  besides^  werefoi 
not  another  time  enamoured  of  a  voit^e — a  mere  voiea 
that  mingled  in  the  psalmody  at  the  Old  Greyfritir 
Church— until  you  discovered  the  proprietor  of  thai 
dulcet  organ  to  oe  .Miss  Dolly  Maclzzinl,  whoisbolk 
"  back  and  bn'ant,"  as  our  saying  goes  7 

All  these  things  'considered,  and  contrasted  widi 
thy  artful  silence  on  the  subject  of  this  grace-sayiiif 
Xereid  of  thine,  I  must  lieg  thee  to  be  more  ezpGcrt 
upon  that  subject  in  thy  next,  unless  thou  woiikbl 
have  me  form  the  conclusion  that  thou  thinkestmoic 
of  her  than  thou  cart^st  to  talk  of. 

Vou  will  not  expect  much  news  from  this  quartff, 
as  you  know  the  monotony  of  my  life,  and  arc  awin 
it  must  at  present  be  devoted  to  uninterrupted  ftodf* 
Vou  have  said  a  thousand  times,  that  I  am  only  quiu* 
fied  to  make  my  way  by  dint  of  plodding,  ana  UtfR' 
fore  plixl  I  must. 

3Iy  father  seems  to  be  more  impatient  of  yourik- 
pence  than  he  was  after  your  firsi  departure.  He  ii 
seniiible,  I  btilieve,  that  our  solitary  meals  want  the 
light  which  your  gay  humour  was  wont  to  throw ofO 
them,  and  feels  m«l  mcholy, as nvn  do  when  thflijthl 
of  the  sun  is  no  longer  upon  the  l.indscapo.  If  it  ii 
thus  with  him.  thou  mayst  imagine  it  ismuchmOR 
so  with  mo,  and  canst  conceive  how  heartily  I  wifl 
that  thy  frolic  were  ended,  and  thou  once  more  oa 
inmate. 

I  resume  my  pc-n,  after  a  few  hours'  interval.  to«li 
that  an  incident  has  occurred,  on  which  you  will  yoar* 
self  be  building  a  hundred  castles  in  th'i  air,  and  whidi 
even  I,  jttalous  as  I  am  of  such  baseless  fabrics,  eta* 
not  but  own.  affonls  ground  for  singular  conjecluiei 

My  father  has  of  l.itc  taken  me  fnniucntly  along 
with  him  when  he  attends  the  Courts,  in  his  anxiet]( 
to  see  me  pro|)crly  initiated  into  the  practical  fonm 
of  business.    I  own  I  feel  something  on  his  accooal 

-  or  old  thii  alraost  deaerted  alley  foraied  Uw  moit  ommm 
momm  bMwixt  Um  Hifli  SiiwtsDd  Um  wamOmm  Mbiicfaa. 
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aad  myown  from  this  over  anxiety,  which,  I  dare 
ay,  renders  ua  both  ridiculous.  But  what  signifies 
my  repu^onee !  my  father  drags  me  up  to  his  counsi'l 
Itemed  in  the  law,— "Are  you  quite  rt-ody  to  coinoon 
to-day,  Mr.  Croashite  ?— This  is  my  son,  designed  for 
tbe  bar— I  takn  the  Iil>erty  to  bring  him  with  me  to- 
diy  to  the  crms;ihation,  merely  tliat  he  may  see  how 
thc5e  tltinps  are  managed." 

Mr.  Crossltitc  smilt^  and  bows,  as  a  lawyer  smiles 
on  the  solicitor  who  employs  him,  and  I  dare  say, 
thni9ts  his  tongue  into  his  cheek,  an/i  whispers  into 
ilie  tirct  great  wig  that  passes  him,  "  What  the  d— 1 
does  old  Fairford  mean  by  letting  loose  his  whelp 
uo  mo  ?" 

Asl  stood  l>eside  them,  too  much  vexed  at  the  child- 
uh  part  I  w;is  made  to  play  to  derive  much  inf(»rma* 
uon  from  the  valuable  arguments  of  Mr.  Crosshite,  I 
ohstTvcd  a  rather  elderly  man,  who  stood  with  his 
eves  firmly  bt-nt  on  my  father,  as  if  he  only  waited  an 
end  of  the  business  in  which  he  was  engaged,  to  ad- 
dresA  him.    There  was  something,  I  thought,  in  the 

?mtlrman'8  appearance  which  commanded  attention. 
,  et  his  dress  was  not  in  thepres4;ni  taste,  and  though 
it  had  nncc  been  m»irnifieent,  wns  now  antiquated 
ind  unfashionable.  His  cx>at  wns  of  branched  velvet, 
with  a  satin  lining,  a  waistcoat  of  violet-eoloured  silk, 
touch  embroidered;  his  breeches  the  same  stuff  as 
the  coat.  He  wore  square-toed  shoes,  with  forelops. 
aiihey  are  called ;  and  his  silk  stockings  were  rolled 
Bp(n*cr  his  knee,  as  you  may  have  seen  in  picturi^ 
and  here  and  there  on  some  of  those  originals  who 
mm  to  pique  themselves  on  dressing  aftei*  (he  mode 
of  MeChus(>]ah.  A  chapeau  bras  ana  sword  necessa- 
rily oompleted  his  equipment,  which,  thouj^h  out  of 
date,  showed  that  it  bcloaf^ed  to  a  man  of  distinction. 

The  instant  Mr.  Crossbite  had  ended  what  he  had 
to  say,  this  j^ntleman  walked  up  to  my  father,  with. 
''Your  ecr^-ant,  Mr.  Fairford— it  is  long  since  you  and 
Imet." 

My  father,  whose  politeness,  you  know,  is  exact  and 
fermal,  liowed,  and  hemmed,  and  was  confused,  and 
at  length  professed  that  the  distance  since  they  had 
net  wu  to  great,  that  though  be  remembered  the 
laoe  perfectly,  the  name,  he  was  sorry  to  say,  had— 
leallv— so  mellow— escaped  his  memory. 

" Aave  you  forgot  Herries  of  Birrcnswork  7"  said 
tbe  gentleman,  and  my  father  bowed  even  more  pro- 
foundly than  before ;  though  I  think  his  reception  of 
huokf  friend  secmnd  to  lose  some  of  the  respectful 
civility  which  he  bestowed  on  him  while  his  name 
was  >*et  unknown.  It  now  seemed  to  be  something 
like  the  lip-courtesy  which  the  heart  would  have  de- 
nied had  ceremony  permitted. 

My  father  however,  again  bowed  low,  and  hoped 
lie  saw  him  well. 

"So  well,  my  good  Mr.  Fairford,  that  I  come  hither 
determined  to  renew  my  acquaintance  with  one  or 
two  old  friends,  and  with  you  in  the  first  place.— I 
halt  at  mv  old  resiing-place— you  must  dine  with  me 
Uhdky  at  Paierson's,  at  the  head  of  the  Horse  W)nd— 
it  is  near  your  new  fashionable  dwelUng,  and  I  have 
hwness  with  yoiL" 

My  father  excused  himself  respectfully,  and  not 
wiihont  embarrassment — *'  he  was  particularly  en- 
ip^nd  at  home." 

•*Then  I  will  dine  with  you,  man,"  said  Mr.  Hrrrics 
of  Birreiiswork  ;  "  the  few  minutes  you  can  spar?  rqe 
after  dinner,  will  suffice  for  my  business;  and  I  wdl 
not  prevent  you  a  moment  from  minding  your  own— 
lam  no  lN>ttle-man.** 

You  have  often  remarked  that  my  father,  though  a 
KTupulous  observer  of  the  rites  of  nospitality,  seems 
toexrrrisic  thein  rather  as  a  duty  than  ns  a  pleasiin'; 
inde«d,  but  for  ■  c-onscientious  wish  to  feed  the  hungry 
and  reci.ive  the  strangor,  his  doors  would  open  to 
ffiesis  much  seldomiT  than  is  the  case.  I  never  saw 
^  Fimng  an  example  of  this  peculiarity,  (which  I 
•Qoold  otherwise  have  said  is  carieaiured  in  your 
'isKription,)  as  in  his  mode  of  honiolognling  the  s<>lf- 

C  invitation  of  Mr.  Herries.    The  embarrnssi^d 
>and  the  attempt  at  a  smile  which  accompaniinl 
hit  **We  will  expect  the  honour  of  seeing  you  in 
Brown  Square  at  three  o'clock,"  could  not  deceive 
Of  one,  tnd  did  not  impoie  upon  the  old  Laird.    It 
VokV. 


was  with  a  look  of  s^m  that  he  rrolied.  "T  will 
relieve  you  then  till  that  hour,  Mr.  Fairford  ;  and  his 
whole  manner  seemed  to  sny,  "  It  is  my  pleasure  to 
dine  with  you,  and  I  care  not  whether  I  am  welcome 
or  no." 

When  he  turned  away,  I  asked  my  father  who  he  was. 

"An  unAirtunate gentleman,"  wns  the  reply. 

"  He  looks  pretty  well  on  his  misfortunes,"  replied  L 
"  I  should  not  have  suspected  that  so  gay  an  ouiaide 
was  lacking  a  dinner." 

"Who  told  you  that  he  do«?s?"  replied  my  father  | 
"he  \9omni  tmsphione.  major,  so  far  as  worldly  cir- 
cumsUinc(>s  are  eoncemed— It  is  to  be  hoped  he  makes 
a  good  use  of  them ;  though,  if  he  docs,  it  will  be  for 
the  first  time  in  his  life." 

"  He  has  then  been  nn  irregular  liver?"  insinuated  L 

My  father  replied  by  that  famous  brocard  with 
which  he  silences  all  unacceptable  queries,  turning 
in  the  slightest  d^^ree  ufxm  the  failings  of  our  neigh- 
bours,— If  wo  mend  our  own  faults,  Alan,  we  shall 
all  of  us  have  enough  to  do,  without  sitting  in  judg- 
ment iiixm  oth<  r  folks." 

Here  I  wns  again  at  fnidt :  but  ralljrin^  once  more, 
I  ohfliTvod,  he  had  the  air  of  a  man  of  high  rank  and 
family. 

"He  is  well  entitled,"  said  my  father,  "represent- 
ing Herries  of  Rirrenswork ;  a  branch  of  that  great 
and  once  powerfiil  family  f>f  Ilcrnes,  the  elder  branch 
when.'of  merged  in  the  h<iuse  of  Nithcsdalo  at  the 
death  nf  Lord  Robin  the.  Philosopher,  Anno  Domini 
sixteen  hundred  and  sixty-seven." 

"  Has  he  still,"  said  I,  "his  patrimonial  estate  of 
Birrenswork  ?" 

"No,"  replied  my  father;  "sofarback  as  his  fatheHi 
time,  it  was  a  more  designation— the  property  being 
forfeited  hy  Herbert  Herries  following  his  kinsman 
the  Earl  of  D(rrwentwaier.  to  the  Preston  aflair  in 
ITifi.  But  they  keep  up  the  designation, '  thinking, 
doubtless,  that  their  claims  may  be  revived  in  more 
favourable  times  for  Jacobiti^s  and  for  Popery ;  and 
folks  who  in  no  way  pariake  of  their  fantastic  capric- 
cioH,  do  yet  allow  it  to  pass  unchallenged,  exeomUate, 
if  not  exmi»encoiflia.—]iul  were  he  the  Pope  and  the 
Pretender  Ixiih.  wc  must  get  some  dinner  ready  for 
him,  tnnre  he  has  thought  fit  to  ofler  himself.  So 
hasten  home,  my  lad,  and  tell  Hannah,  Cook  Kpps, 
and  James  Williinf^on  to  do  their  best;  and  do  thou 
look  out  n  pint  or  two  of  Maxwell's  best— it  is  in  the 
fifih  bin— there  nre  the  keys  of  the  wine-cellar.— Do 
not  leave  them  in  the  lock— you  know  poor  James's 
failing,  though  he  is  an  honest  creature  under  all 
other  temptations— and  I  have  but  two  bottles  of  the 
old  brandy  left— we  must  keef)  it  for  medicine,  Alan." 

Away  went  1— niad*^  iny  prpparations— the  hour  of 
dinner  came,  and  so  did  Mr.  Herries  of  Birrenswork, 

If  I  had  thy  mwer  of  imagination  and  description, 
Dnrsie,  I  could  make  out  a  fine,  dark,  mysterious, 
Rembrandt-looking  ixirirail  of  this  same  stranger, 
which  slu)u](l  he  as  far  superior  to  thy  fisherman,  as 
a  shirt  of  chain-mail  is  to  a  herring-net.  I  can  assure 
you  there  is  some  matter  for  description  ab«)ut  him; 
nut  knowin;;  my  own  imperfections,  I  can  only  say, 
I  thought  him  eminently  disagreeable  and  ill-bred.— 
No.  Ul'bred  is  not  the  proper  word;  on  the  contrary, 
he  appi  arixl  to  know  the  rules  of  good-breeding  per- 
fertly,  and  only  to  think  that  the  rank  of  the  company 
did  not  require  'hat  he  should  attend  to  them— a  view 
of  the  matter  infinitely  more  ofltiusive  than  if  his 
Ix'hnviour  had  been  that  of  uneducated  and  proper 
rndencNS.  While  my  father  said  grace,  the  Laird  did 
all  hut  whistle  aloud ;  and  when  I,  a(  mv  father's 
desire,  retiinifd  thanks,  he  used  his  toothpick,  as  if  bo 
had  wnittNi  that  moment  for  its  exercise. 

So  nmeh  for  Kirk— with  King,  matters  went  even 
worse.  My  father,  thou  knowest,  is  particularly  full 
»f  deference  to  his  guests;  and  in  the  presi^nt  c^se, 
he  Keemwi  more  than  usually  desirous  to  escape  every 
cause  of  ilisputc.  He  so  ftir  compromised  bin  loyalty, 
as  to  announce  merely  "The  King,"  as  his  first  toast 
after  dinner,  instead  of  the  emphatic  "King  CJeorge," 
which  is  his  usual  formula.  Our  guest  made  a  mo- 
rion with  his  glass,  so  as  to  pass  it  over  the  wat«3-- 
decanter  which  stood  beside  him,  and  added,  "  Over 
the  water.*' 
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LETTER  VI. 

DAR8IE  LATIMCR  TO  AT. AX  rAtllFX)Rn. 
[lo  eontimmrion  of  Lf>tter«  HI.  and  IV.] 

1  TOLD  th«e  I  walked  out  inio  the  opon  air  with  my 
rrnyc.  nnd  Htern  landlord.,  I  couUi  now  i*ei*  moru  pcr- 
TOctly  than  on  the  preceding  ni^hr  ihe  secludtd  ^k>n, 
in  Which  stood  th«  two  or  ilin;*'  coiTa«i;8  which  ap- 
rearod  to  h«;  the  nbodi^of  him  and  hiBfamilv. 

I\  wais  80  narrow,  in  proportion  to  ita  depth,  that  do 


Mv  father  rolotired,  but  would  not  iwm  to  hear  this.  < 
Mich  more  thnre  waa  of  rarp|p^«  and  difrfJ«iioi'nul  in 
tho  airinspr'fl  manner  ancl  rune  of  cimv«'n«ation ;  ao 
that  thiiuyh  I  know  mv  farher's  prHuthcfa  in  favour 
of  rank  .'ind  hirth,  ann  tiio.iuh  I  nin  aware  hin  other* 
wise  maariiiine  iinderatandinc  has  nnv»»r  entirely 
aliaken  off  the  slavish  awe  of  tnc  great,  which  in  hia 
earlier  dayn  they  had  mo  many  TmMk'aof  commantjinu, 
■till  I  coiilJ  iianlly  e.xcii«i»*  hmi  for  endnrin;?  wi  mtitrn 
inaolenro— Much  it  mJoiniHl  to  fK— as  thia  m'lf-invititl 
guest  waadispoi^ed  to  otTvr  to  him  at  hii*  own  Inhic. 

One  can  endure  a  travelli>r  in  ihe  aarnc  carrini^e,  if 
he  treada  uptm  ytnir  toes  by  ar>cidriit,  or  even  through  I 
neffligt>nce ;  hut  it  is  very  different  wh<>n,  knowing  i 
that  lijcy  are  ratiier  of  a  ti-ndiT  d**srription,  he  con- 
tinues to  |)ound  away  at  ihom  with  his  hiHifs.  In  my 
poor  opinion— and  I  am  a  man  of  |H'a<'e— you  can,  in 
that  case,  hardly  avoid  a  dHiiarnrion  of  war 

I  beiiove  my  father  read  my  thon;;htH  in  my  eye; 
for,  pulling  out  hia  watch,  he  .«nid,  *'Half  pn.tt  four, 
Alan— y«wi  should  be  in  your  own  room  l)y  this  time— 
Birrenswork  will  excuwe  you." 

Our  visiter  nodded  carelessly,  and  I  had  no  longer 
any  prercnc  Ui  remain.  Km  an  I  left  the  room  I 
heard  this  Ma^nat«  of  Xithesiiale  distinctly  mention 
tiie  name  of  I^n timer.  I  linffered;  but  at  len:;th  a 
direct  hint  from  my  father  <>hlu;f<l  me  to  withdraw; 
and  when,  an  hour  afterwards.  I  wa««  summontKl  to 
bariake  of  a  cut)  of  tea,  our  ;!ucHf  had  d<>parieil.  He 
had  business  that  eveninu;  in  the  Hi;:h  Street,  and 
could  not  spare  time  evcm  to  drink  te.i.  I  coidd  not 
help  saying.  I  oonaidered  his  departure  as  a  relief  fnun 
incivility.  What  bu.iini-ss  has  he  to  upbraid  uh"  I 
said,  "  with  the  change  of  our  dwelling  from  a  more 
inconvenient  to  a  better  (|unrier  »»f  the  tfiwn  ?  What 
■was  it  to  him  if  we  chose  to  imitate  sum**  of  thecon- 
▼enienees  or  luxuries  of  an  Knprlish  dwellini^-house. 
instead  of  liviniK  piled  up  aixtve  each  othfr  in  flats  I 
Have  his  patrician  birth  and  arii*t(M>r-itic  f-irtunen 
aven  him  any  ri«ht  to  censure  tho«M-  win)  dispose  of 
the  fruits  of  their  own  industry,  according  to  their 
own  pleasure  7" 

My  father  tjwk  a  long  pinch  of  snutf,  and  replitvi, 
"  Verv  well,  Alan ;  very  well  indii.**!.  I  wish  Mr. 
Crossbile  or  Counsellor  Pest  hml  heard  you:  they 
must  have  acknowledged  that  ynu  have  a  talent  for 
forensic  elocution;  ana  it  may  not  hi*  atnisM  to  try 
a  little  declamation  at  home  now  and  then,  to  cflthvr 
audacity  and  ke^^  yourself  iu  braiih.  l^ir  touching 
the  subject  of  this  parafDe  of  words,  it's  not  worth 
h  pinch  of  tobacco.  D'ye  think  that  I  care  for  Mr. 
Herries  of  Birrenswork  more  than  any  other  gi^ntle- 
man  who  com^s  here  ab(uit  business,  although  I  do 
not  care  to  go  tilting  at  his  throat,  bi*causc  fie  speaks 
like  a  OTay  goose  as  he  is '?  Hut  to  say  no  more  about 
him,  i  want  to  have  Dareie  Latimer's  pre^^nt  din^- 
tion ;  for  it  is  possible  I  mny  have  to  write  the  Ind  a 
line  with  my  own  hnnd— and  yet  I  do  not  well  know 
— but  give  me  the  direction  at  all  events." 

I  did  BO,  and  if  you  have  heard  from  my  fnther  ac- 
cordinglv,  you  know  more,  prohubly,  about  the  i«uf)ject 
of  this  letter  than  I  who  write  it.  Kiit  ir  y4)u  have 
notf  then  shall  I  have  disc'harged  a  friend's  dutv^  in 
letting  you  know  that  there  certainlv  is  something 
afloat  betwtvn  this  disagreeable  Lainl  and  my  father, 
in  which  you  are  considerably  inten-stiii. 

Adieu  !  and  although  I  have  Kiven  rheeasuf)ject  for 
waktnc  dreams,  beware  of  btiilding  a  castle  ttM^  heavy 
for  the  foundation  ;  which,  in  the  pn^sf.nt  instance,  is 
barely  the  woid  Latimer o<.'currintf  in  a  convirsation 
betwixt  a  gentleman  of  DumfriesMhin;  and  a  W.  S.  of 
ISdmburgh—Cigteraprorsus  i^norv. 


ray  of  the  morning  ran  was  hltffy  to  reach  it  till  i 
should  rise  hish  in  the  horizon.  L(K)king  up  the  dell 
you  saw  a  brawling  brook  issuing  in  toamy  baft 
from  a  covert  of  underwood,  like  a  racehorse  impa 
fient  to  arrive  at  the  goal ;  and,  if  you  ga/  -d  yet  mur 
enrnesily,  you  might  ofistrrve  part  of  a  high  wnterfa! 
L'limineringihnMigh  the  foliage,  and  giving  occasior 
doubt U'ss,  to  the  precipitate  speetl  of  the  broob 
fiower  down,  the  stream  became  more  placid,  an 
opcncil  into  a  quiet  piece  of  water,  which  afforded 
nule  havrn  lo  two  or  thn»e  flshennen's  lx>at^  the 
lyin;;  high  and  drv  on  the  sand,  the  tide  being  out.  Tiv 
or  ihref  niisernbfe  huts  (*ould  be  seen  b^^ide,  this  fitt 
liavrn.  inhabited  probably  by  the  owners  of  the  hoai 
but  inferior  in  #»vi;rv  respect  to  the  establishment 
mine  host,  though  that  was  miserable  enough. 

I  had  but  a  minute  or  two  to  make  these  obaerv 
tions,  yet  during  that  !«pace  my  companion  ahov«r 
symptoms  of  impatience,  and  more  than  once  shoute 

"Cri.-^tnl «'ri:«tal  Nixon,"  until  the  old  man  of  tk 

prifi-^Jinir  rvening  appeared  at  the  door  of  one  of  t} 

neighl)«)iiririg   cottages   or   outhouses,    leading    i^ 

Strom;  black  horse  which  I  ftefore  commemoratM 

'  nrady  briiiled  and  saddled.    My  conductor  made  Cris- 

i  tal  a  sign  with  his  finger,  and,  turning  fmm  the  cor- 

j  taae  divor,  le<l  the  way  up  the  sicf.-p  path  or  raviae 

which  connected  the  sequestered  dell  with  the  opea 

ct»iinfr>'. 

Had  I  been  perfectly  aware  of  the  character  of  tfie 
rond  down  which  I  had  been  hurried  with  so  niucli 
impetuosity  on  the  preceding  evening,  I  greatly  qurs- 
tion  if  1  should  have  ventured  the  descent;  foritde- 
s<«r\vrl  no  berter  nnine  than  the  channel  of  a  tomiii, 
now  in  a  good  measure  filled  with  water  that  dnshcd 
in  foam  and  I'liry  into  the  dell,  being  swelled  with  thr 
rains  of  the  pre^'cding  night.  I  ascended  this  usiv 
path  with  some  difficulu-.  although  on  foot,  and  fefi 
dixzy  when  I  ol>served,  t^n>m  such  traces  as  the  niirvt 
had'  not  ohliteratKJ,  thnt  the  horse  si.emod  alniMt 
10  have  slid  down  it  upon  his  haunches  the  eveninx 
before. 

My  host  threw  himself  on  his  horse's  back,  without 
placing  a  fixit  in  the  siirnip— passed  me  in  the  peril- 
ous aw'."nt.  aiminst  which  he  pres«fl  his  steed  tiiif 
the  animal  had  had  the  footing  of  a  wildcat.  The 
watiT  and  mud  splashed  from  his  heels  in  his  rKJ;- 
less  courts  and  a  f«'w  iKiunds  placed  him  on  the  top 
of  the  bank,  when*  1  prcsi;ntly  joinefl  hirn,  and  fmmd 
the  hors"  and  rider  standing  still  as  a  statue ;  thif  for- 
mer panting  and  expanding  his  broad  nostrils  to  the 
morning  wind,  the  latter  motitmless,  with  h»  efe 
fixed  oh  the  first  beams  of  the  rising  sun,  which  n\- 
ready  U-araii  to  peer  above  the  eastern  hr»rizon.  and 
gild  the  distant  niounuins  of  Curnbi'rlund  and  Lid- 
d(!sdale. 

He  seemed  in  a  reverie,  fmm  which  he  started  at 
my  approach,  and  putting  his  horse  in  motion,  led 
the  way  at  a  leisurely  pace,  through  a  broken  and 
sandy  road,  which  traversed  a  waste.  levi.*l.  and  un- 
cultivated tract  of  downs,  intermixed  with  morasp, 
much  like  that  in  the  neighbourhood  of  my  quarten 
at  Shepherd's  Bush,  liuieed  the  •hole  opt-n  ground 
of  thi.t  district,  where  it  approaches  the  n-a,  has 
except  in  a  few  favoured  spots,  the  same  unifunn  and 
dnar^'  character. 

Advancing  about  a  hundred  yards  from  the  brink 
of  1'  c  glen,  we  gained  a  still  more  exti'nsive  com- 
mand of  this  desolate  prospect,  which  seemed  ev«r 
more  dnfiary,  as  contrasted  with  the  opposite  shore> 
of  Cuinl)erland,  cro8.«*e<i  and  interscctt-d  by  ten  thou- 
sand line.H  of  trees  growing  in  hedge-rows,  shadfti 
with  «roves  and  wtxvis  of  considernhle  fxtrnt,  ami 
animated  by  hamlets  and  villas,  from  which  thin 
clouds  of  smoke  already  gave  sign  of  human  life  ami 
human  industry. 

My,  conductor  had  extended  his  arm,  nnd  war 
pointing  the  road  to  Shepherd's  Bush,  when  the  ster 
of  a  horse  was  heard  approaching  us.  He  iookeii 
sharply  around,  and  having  obser\'ed  vho  was  ap- 
proaching, nrocee<Ied  in  his  instructions  to  ine,  plant- 
ing himself  at  the  same  time  in  the  very  miiidle  of 
the  pa(h,  which,  at  the  place  where  we  halted,  had 
a  .<flough  on  the  one  side,  and  a  sand-bank  on  the 
other. 
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]  ohjierved  ihnl  the  riHer  who  upproftched  us  Mark- 
wifli  his  horse's  pace  from  n  slow  trot  to  a  walk,  as 
if  dtfsiruus  tu  nutter  im  lo  pr()(.<*^ed,  or  at  leant  r<i  avoid 
IMFKing  U5  at  a  ^pot  wlifrrc  the  uiirieuliy  ol'  doin;;  so 
miist  have  liroiizhl  us  very  close  to  each  other.  You 
know  my  old  failing  Alan,  and  that  I  am  a!  way's  wilt- 
log  to  attend  to  any  thing  in  preference  to  the  iiifJiyidunl 
who  has  for  the  tiimposseii^ion  of  the  conversation. 

Agreeably  to  this  aiiiiahic  propensity,  1  wii.s  inter- 
nallv-  spcculatini^  concerning  the  cniise  of  the  rider 
keeping  alr>of  from  uh,  whr-n  my  companion,  elevar- 
in<?  his  deep  voic«?  so  sutidonly  .ind  so  stennv,  as  at 
•nice  to  recall  my  wnnd^rinK  thoushts,  exclainieil, 
"In  the  name  of  (he  devil,  yoim:;  man,  do  you  think 
that  others  have  no  better  use  for  th«'ir  time  than  you 
have,  that  you  (iblizie  mc  fo  repeat  tlie  same  lliin«  to 
YOU  three  limes  o\er?— Do  you  see,  I  say,  yonder 
thin?  at  a  mde*s  dMnnre,  that  looks  like  a  (inoier- 
po«i,  or  rather  like  a  pallows?— I  woidd  it  had  a 
orcamin;;  fnol  hanging  upon  it,  os  an  example  to  all 
meditative  m«M)n-calves !— Von  ^bt>et-lookin:;  pole 
^'ill  ^ii<le  vou  to  the  bridge,  where  you  inii<«t  pass  the 
hnse  brook ;  then  proceed  Btrai}<ht  lorwarda,  till  seve- 
ral n»fids  divide  at  a  cnim.— Plaice  on  thee,  thou  art 
wanderin?  agam !" 

It  is  mdi>i'd  quite  true,  that  a*  this  monrient  the 
horseman  a;)pniaehL'd  us,  and  my  attention  was 
■sain  called  to  hiui  as  1  mode  way  to  let  him  pa^y. 
HIS  whole  exterior  showed  at  once  that  he  ht;longi-d 
to  the  Sficicty  of  Friends,  or,  as  the  world  and  the 
world's  law  onll  them,  Quakers.  A  strong  and  use- 
ful iron-grav  galloway  showed,  by  its  sleek  and  good 
condition,  that  the  nirreiful  man  was  merciful  to  his 
beast.  His  accouirements  were  in  the  usual  unofl« 
tentarious,  but  clean  and  scTViccnbie  order,  which 
characterizes  these  fieciariiis.  His  long  surtout  of 
dark-crav  superfine  cloth  descended  down  to  the 
middle  of  his  leg,  and  was  buttoTied  up  to  his  chin, 
todefi'nd  him  against  the  morniui;  air.  As  usual  his 
ample  becvcr  hung  down  without  button  or  loop,  and 
■haded  a  comely  and  placid  coimtmiHUce,  the  gravity 
of  which  appeared  to  contain  some  seasoning  of  hu- 
nwir,  anil  had  nothing  in  common  with  the  pinched 
tunta.iifal  air  afl'ecieil  by  devotees  in  gieneral.  The 
otow  was  ojH'n  and  free  from  wrinkles,  whether  of 
Jwe  or  hyixKirii-y.  The  eye  was  clear,  calm,  and  ron- 
•iJente.  yet  appran:d  to  \m'.  disturbed  by  apprehen- 
nan.  noT  ro  snv  fear,  as  pronouncing  the  usual  saiuia- 
lian  nf  "  I  wish  thwi  a  good  niorrow,  friend,"  he  Indi- 
eatfd,  by  turning  his  palfrey  close  to  one  side  of  the 
psih,  a  wish  to  glide  past  us  with  as  little  trouble  as 
piwwl lie— just  as  a  travt-lUr  would  choose  to  pass  a 
lUftiA'  of  whose  peuceable  intentions  he  is  by  no 
OKans  confidiut. 

Rat  my  frit-nd,  not  meaning,  p^'rhaps,  that  he  should 
pi  ofT  so  easily,  put  his  horsi.>  auite  across  the  path, 
■ofhat,  without  plunging  into  the  slough,  or  scram- 
bpiig  trp  the  bank,  the  Utiaker  could  not  have  passed 
kim.  Neither  of  iheHe  was  an  experiment  without 
haiard  greater  than  the  par^scni!er  scemerJ  willing  to 
iacur.  He  halte<l,  therxTore.  as  if  waiting  till  my  com- 
Miniiin  should  make  way  for  him ;  and.  as  they  sat 
finniing  each  other,  I  could  not  help  thinking  that 
they  might  have  formed  no  had  emblem  of  Peace  and 
War;  for  although  my  conductor  was  unarmed,  yet 
the  whole  of  his  manner,  his  stem  look,  and  his  iip- 
riiiht  seat  on  horseback,  were  entirelv  those  of  n  sol- 
ibff  in  undresfi.  He  acci>«t«'d  the  Quaker  in  these 
•oris,— '* So  ho!  friend  Joshua— thou  art  early  to 
the  r«)ad  this  morning.  Has  the  spirit  moved  thet> 
and  thy  right(?ous  bnthron  to  act  with  some  honesty, 
and  pull  down  yonder  tide-nets  that  ke<'p  the  fish 
frntn  coming  up  the  river  7" 

"  Surely,  friend,  not  tki,"  answered  Joshua,  firmly, 
but  9  lod- humoured  I  y  nt  ihe  same  time;  *'  iImu  canst 
nor  expect  that  ourown  hands  ^ht>uld  pulldown  what 
our  own  piirws  esddYlished.  Thou  killest  ihe  fish 
with  sr'^ar,  line,  ;ind  ei»ble-nft;  and  we,  wtrh  snarps 
BnH  with  net",  which  work  by  t)i»?  el-l  nod  th/.'  Ihiw 
of  the  li.Ic  F.acti  dofli  wint  se-.  ins  iM'.^t  oi  his  eve^* 
fi  rtTure  a  share  of  lii"  !iK>«sint:  w^'ieh  Proyidi'Oi-e 
ha'h  besTowetl  on  rfie  liver,  rin>i  ili'it  wiiiiin  lii'<  own 
honm!;*.  1  [irithee  ki k  n-)  (iicirn-l  :ii:j:r.:4t  us,  [or  thou 
•hail  have  no  wiung  at  our  hand." 


"Re  aasnred  I  will  t::ke  none  at  the  hand  of 
any  man,  whether  his  hat  l>e  tx>cked  or  broad-brim- 
med," answen>d  the  fisherman.  "I  tell  you  in  fair 
terIn^  Joshua  Geddes,  that  ''ou  and  your  partners  are 
using  unlawful  craft  to  destroy  the  fish  m  the  >Solway 
by  stake-nets  and  wears;  and  that  we,  who  fish  fair- 
ly, and  hkc  men,  os  our  fathers  did,  have  daily  and 
yearly  Ics.^  sport  and  less  pmrii.  I.)o  not  think  gravity 
or  hyiKKTrisy  can  carry  it  off  as  you  have  done.  The 
world  knows  yoiu  and  wt-  know'  you.  You  will  de- 
stroy the  salmon  which  make  the  livelihood  of  fifty 
pool-  families,  and  then  wipe  voiir  mouth,  and  go  to 
make  a  speech  at  Meeting.  P.ut  do  not  hoiie  it  will 
last  thus.  I  give  you  faii*  warning,  wo  will  be  ufjon 
you  one  inorniiig  soon,  when  we  will  not  leave  a 
stake  standing  in  (he  pools  of  the  ^^olwiiv^  and  down 
the  tide  they  shall  every  one  go.  and  wdl  if  we  do  not 
si:nd  a  lessee  along  with  ihetu. ' 

"  Friend,"  replied  Joshua,  with  a  constrained  smile, 
"but  that  I  know  thou  dust  not  mean  as  thou  say'st. 
I  would  tell  thee  we  are  under  tlie  protection  of  thin 
country's  laws ;  nor  d«)  we  the  le»«f«  trust  to  obtain  their 
protection,  that  our  principles  permit  us  not,  by  any 
act  of  violent  resistance,  to  protect  ourselves." 

**  All  villanous  cant  and  cowardice,"'  exclaimed  the 
fisherman,  *'  and  ass\imed  merely  as  a  clouk  u>  your 
hvjxx'ritical  avarice." 

"*•  Nay,  say  not  cowardice,  my  friend,"  answered  tlir 
Quaker,  "sinec  thou  knowest  there  mpy  In-  as  much 
courage  in  enduring  as  in  acting;  and  I  will  be  iudgcfl 
by  this  youth,  or  by  anyone  els<',  whether  there  is  not 
more  cowardice— even  in  the  opinion  of  that  world 
whose  thoughts  are  the  bn>aili  in  thy  nostrils— in  the 
armed  oppressor,  who  doth  injury,  than  in  the  de- 
fenceless and  patient  sutierer,  who  tiidureth  it  wiili 
constancy." 

"  I  will  exchange  no  more  words  with  you  on  the 
subjerr,"  Miid  the  fisherman,  who.  as  if  something 
move<i  at  the  last  argument  which  Mr.  Geddes  had 
usorl,  now  maden>om  for  him  to  pasrn  forward  on  hi^ 
journey.  "Do  not  forget,  however,"  he  addwl,  "  that 
you  have  had  fair  warning,  nor  suppose  that  we  will 
accept  of  fair  wonis  in  tiiNilouy  for  foul  play.  The.H» 
nets  of  yours  are  unlawfu'— they  spoil  our  fishin£:s — 
and  we  will  have  them  down  at  ali  nsks  and  hu- 
xards.    I  am  a  man  of  my  word,  friend  Joshu»." 

"I  trust  thou  art,"  said  the  Quaker;  "  but  thou  art 
the  rather  bound  to  he  cautious  in  rashlv  aflirming 
what  thou  will  never  execute.  For  I  tell  thee,  fnend, 
that  though  there  is  as  great  a  ditierence  lu^twcen  ihe«> 
and  one  of  our  people,  as  there  is  lietween  a  lion  and 
a  8hi^>,  ^et  I  know  and  believe  thou  hast  so  much  of 
the  lion  in  thee.,  that  thou  wouldst  scarce  employ  thy 
strength  and  thy  rage  upon  that  which  professeth  no 
means  of  resistance.  Reoorl  says  so  much  good  of 
thi>e,  St  least,  if  it  says  little  more." 

"Time  will  try,"  an.*iwered  the  fisherman;  "and 
hark  thee,  Joshua,  before  wo  part,  I  will  put  thee  in 
the  way  of  doing  one  good  deed,  which,  crt'dit  me,  is 
better  tnan  twenty  moral  speeches.  HtTc  is  a  stran- 
ger youth,  whom  heaven  has  so  scantily  gifie<]  with 
brains,  that  he  will  bewilder  himt<elf  in  the  Sands,  as 
he  did  last  night,  unless  thou  wilt  kindly  show  him 
the  way  to  tShephenrs  Bush ;  for  I  have  been  in 
vain  endeavouring  to  make  him  comprehend  the  road 
thither— Hast  thou  so  much  charily  under  thy  sim- 
plicitv,  Quaker,  as  to  do  ihis  good  turn?" 

"Nay,  it  is  thou,  friend,"  answen'd  Joshua,  "that 
dost  lack  charity,  to  suppose  any  one  unwilling  to  do 
hO  simple  a  kindness." 

"Thou  art  right— I  should  have mncmbcred  it  can 
cost  thre  nothing.  Young  gentleman,  this  pimis  par- 
tern  of  primitive  simplicity  will  reach  th*-*^  the  ntihi 
way  ti>  the  Sliepherd's  l»ush— ay,  ami  will  himself 
shejir  iliee  like  a  sheip,  if  you  come  to  buying  and 

;  sellim;  with  him." 

j     He  then  abruptly  askeil  me  how  long  I  intended  to 

1  remain  at  Shermenrs  Kiifh. 

j      I  npiied  1  was  at  pri-stiit  iincertnin- n»«  long,  pro- 
hablv,  as  I  could  amus<;  luvself  in  the  n<  ighbonrhooft. 

I      "You  aw  fond  of  .sptirt'.'"  I;c  added,  ui  the  ss'.ie 

;  tone  of  brief  in»ju'ry. 

i     1  answond  in  the  afTirinalive,  but  added,  I  was  to- 

i  tally  inozpenciiced. 
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"Pcrfiaps  if  jrou  reside  hfic  for  imned«^A"  he  mid, 
"  we  may  mnet  a^aiiii  and  I  may  have  tlie  chanoo  of 
giving  vou  n  lenson." 

Ere  1  could  express  .>ither  thanks  or  assent,  he 
turned  short  round  with  a  wnve  of  his  hand,  by  way 
of  adieu,  and  rode  back  to  the  vcTfue  of  the  oeii  from 
which  we  had  emerscd  together ;  and  as  ho  nmiaintxi 
standing  upon  the  banks,  I  could  lon/f  hear  his  voic0 
while  he  shouted  down  to  those  within  its  reoeases. 

Mean  while  the  Uuaker  and  I  procended  on  our 
journey  for  some  lime  in  silence;  he  restraining  his 


ous;  but  the  plainnoflff  of  the  Quaker  had  the  chan 
ter  of  devotional  simplicitx,  and  was  mingled  wil 
the  more  real  kindness,  as  if  honest  Joshua  was  di 
flirouflof  atoning,  by  his  sincerity,  for  the  lack  of « 
tcmal  courtesy.  On  the  contrary,  the  maniiera  < 
the  fuhemian  were  those  of  one  to  whom  tlie  nik 
of  good  behaviotn*  might  tie  famiHar,  but  who«  eitbi 
from  pride  or  misnnthropyr,  scorned  to  observe  then 
Stilt  I  thought  of  him  with  interest  and  curioatj 
riot  withstanding  so  much  about  him  that  was  npii 
juurriry  lur  auiuv  iiiiic  iii  oiiriiuci  u«.- icouoiiiihb  ma  sive;  and  I  promised  myself^  in  the  course  of  m 
sober-mioded  steed  to  a  pace  which  might  have  suited    conversation  with  the  Quaker,  to  learn  all  tbatk 


a  much  less  active  walker  than  mypcTf,  and  lookin:; 
on  me  from  time  to  time  with  an  exprpssion  of  cun- 
osity,  mingled  with  benignity.  For  my  part,  I  cared 
not  to  speak  first.  It  happened  I  had  never  before 
been  in  company  with  one  of  this  particular  sect,  and, 
afraid  that  in  audresisin^  him  I  might  unwittingly  in- 
frinj^  upon  some  of  (heir  prejudices  or  peculianties,  I 
patiently  remained  silent  At  length  he  asked  me, 
whether  I  had  been  long  in  the  service  of  the  I^rd, 
as  men  called  him. 

I  repeated  the  words  "in  his  service T'  with  such 
an  accent  of  surprise,  as  induced  him  to  sny,  "Nay. 
but,  friend,  I  nioan  no  otiencf>;    perhaps  I  should 


knew  on  the  subject.  He  turned  the  conversatioi 
however,  into  a  different  channel,  and  iiMiuired  ml 
my  own  condition  in  life,  and  views  in  visiiiog  thi 
remote  frontier. 

I  only  thought  it  neceasarv  to  mention  my  name 
and  add,  that  I  had  b<3en  educated  to  the  law.  ba 
finding  myself  possessed  of  some  independence,  I  hac 
of  late  permitted  myself  some  relaxation,  and  wai 
residing  at  ShephenTs  Biish  to  enjoy  the  pleasures  ol 
angiing. 

/I  do  thee  no  harm,  young  man,"  said  my  dm 
friend,  "in  wishing  thee  a  better  empkyyment  lor  thji 
grave  hours,  and^a  more  humane  amusement  (jl 


have  said  in  his  society— on  inmate,  I  mean,  in  his  !  amusement  thou  must  have)  for  tliose  of  a  ligfata 
house?'*  IcharacUT." 

" I  am  totally  unknown  to  the  person  from  whom       "  Vou  are sevi-re,  sir,"  I  replied.    "I  heard  you  bal 
we  have  just  parti-d,"  said  I,  "  and  our  connexion  is  I  a  moment  since  reifer  yourself  to  the  protection  of  thi 
only  temporary— He  had  the  charity  to  give  me  his    laws  of  the  country— if  there  be  laws,  there  mml 
the  Sands,  and  a  night's  harbourage  !  be  lawyers   to  explain,  and  judges   to   adniioifia 


guidance  from  _ 

from  the  tempest  So  our  acquaintance  began,  and 
there  it  is  likely  to  end ;  for  you  may  observe  that 
(»ur  friend  is  by  no  means  apt  to  encourage  iaim- 
liaritv'." 

"Sfo  little  so,"  answered  my  companion,  "that  thy 
case  is,  I  think,  the  firet  in  which  I  ever  heard  of  his 
receiving  any  one  into  his  house;  that  is,  if  thou  hast 
reail/spenr  the  night  there." 

"Why  should  you  doubt  it?"  replied  I;  "there  is 
no  motive  I  can  have  to  deceive  you,  nor  is  the  object 
worth  it" 

*  Be  not  angry  with  me,"  said  the  Quaker ;  "  but 


them." 

Joshua  smiled,  and  pointed  to  the  aheep  whkk 
were  grazing  on  the  downs  over  which  we  were  tn- 
veiling;. 

"  Were  a  wolf,"  he  said,  "  to  come  even  now  upon 
yonder  flocks,  tlu^  wouki  crowd  for  protectk>a  doublf 
less,  around  the  snepherd  and  his  dog;  yet  they  aif 
bitten  and  harassed  daily  by  the  one,  shorn,  and 
finally  killed  and  eaten  by  the  other.  But  I  say  noC 
this  to  shock  you ;  for,  though  laws  and  lawyers  an 
evils,  yet  the^r  are  necessary  evils  in  this  prohatioDaijr 
state  of  society,  till  man  shall  learn  to  render  i   ' 


thou  knowest  that  thine  own  people  do  not,  as  we  !  his  fellows  that  which  is  their  duo,  according  to  tbi 


humbly  endeavour  to  do,  confine  themselves  within 
the  simplicity  of  truth,  but  employ  the  language  of 
falsehood,  not  only  for  profit,  but  for  compliment,  and 
sometimes  for  mere  diversion.  I  have  heard  various 
stories  of  my  neighbour ;  of  most  of  which  I  only  be- 
lieve a  small  part,  and  even  then  they  arc  difiiculi  to 
reconcile  with  each  other.  But  this  being  the  first 
time  I  ever  heard  of  his  receiving  a  stranger  within 
his  dwelling,  made  me  express  some  doubts.  1  pray 
thee  let  them  not  oflond  thee." 

"He  does  not,*'  said  I,  "appear  to  possess  in  much 
abundance  the  means  of  exercising  hospitality,  and 
so  may  be  excused  from  oficring  it  m  ordinary' 
cases."^ 

"That  is  to  say,  friend,"  replied  Joshua,  "thou  hast 
nipped  ill,  and  perhaps  breakfasted  worse.  Now  my 
amidl  tenement,  called  Mount  Shuron,  is  nearer  to 
us  by  two  miles  than  thine  inn ;  and  although  going 
thither  may  prolong  thy  walk,  as  taking  thee  off  the 
straijshter  road  to  Shepheni's  Bush,  yet  ineihinks 
exercise  will  suit  thy  youthful  limbs,  as  virell  as  a  uood 
plain  meal  thy  youthful  appetite.  What  say'st  thou, 
my  yuung  acquaintance  ? 

'If  it  puts  you  not  to  incfmvenience,'  «  ivwiicuj 
for  the  invitauon  was  cordially  given,  and  my  oread 
and  milk  had  been  hastily  sw^illowea,  and  m  small 
quantity. 

"Nay,"  said  Joshua,  ''use  not  the  language  of 
rompliinent  with  those  who  renounce  it  Hsfi  this 
poor  courtesy  been  very  inconvenient,  perhaps  1  had 
not  offered  it" 

"  I  accept  the  invitation  then,"  said  I,  "in  the  same 
good  spirit  in  which  you  give  it" 

The  Quaker  smiled,  reached  me  his  hand,  I  shofik 
It,  and  we  travelled  on  in  great  cordiality  with  enrh 
other.  The  fact  is,  I  w'as  much  entertained  by  c<m- 
tr^sting  in  my  own  mind,  the  <ji\M.-n  manner  of  the 
kind-henrted  Joshua  Geddts,  with  the  abrupt,  dark, 
an.  lofty  demeanour  of  my  entertainer  on  the  pre- 
ceding evening.    Both  were  blunt  and  unoaemoni- 


light  of  his  own  conscience,  and  through  no  otha 
compulsion.  Mean  while,  I  have  known  many  righie> 
ous  men  who  have  followed  thy  intended  profeaMi 
in  honesty  and  uprightness  of  walk.  The  greaitf 
their  merit,  who  walk  erect  in  a  path  which  ao  maoy 
find  slippery." 

"And  angling,"— said  I,  "you  object  to  that  als0 
as  an  amuauinent,  you  who,  if  I  understand  rightli 
what  passed  lietween  you  and  my  late  laDdlordTiK 
yourself  a  proprietor  oi  fisheries  7" 

"  Not  a  proprietor,"  he  replied,  "I  am  only,  in  co- 
partnery with  others,  a  tacksman  or  lessee  of  soot 
valuable  salmon-fisheries  a  littledown  the  coast  Bal 
mistake  me  not.  The  evil  of  angling,  with  which  I 
class  all  sports,  as  they  are  called,  which  have  ihi 
sufierings  of  animals  for  their  end  and  object,  doM 
not  consist  in  the  mere  catching  and  kilhng  tboii 
animals  with  which  the  bounty  of  Providence  haA 
stocked  the  earth  &>r  the  good  of  man,  but  in  makifli 
their  protracted  asrony  a  principle  of  delight  andoh 
joyiiient  I  do  indeed  cause  these  fislieries  to  be oiHh 
ducted  for  the*  necessary  taking,  kilhng  and  aeUiK 
the  fish ;  and  in  the  same  way,  were!  a  farmeM 
I  replied;  should  send  my  lambs  to  market  But  I  should « 
soun  think  of  contriving  myself  a  sport  and  amoi^ 
men  I  out  of  the  trade  of  the  butcher  as  out  of  tbaid 
the  fisher." 

We  argued  this  point  no  further  j  for  thoinh  1 
thought  his  arguments  a  hitle  too  high-strairiedTiet 
as  my  mind  acquit  tt-d  me  of  having  taken  delight  in 
aught  but  the  t^ieur)'  of  field-sports,  I  dkl  not  thiak 
myself  called  ui>on  stubbornly  to  advocate  a  pradiM 
which  had  afforded  mc  so  little  pleasure. 

We  had  by  this  time  orrived  at  the  remains  of  •■ 
old  fingr'r-poMit,  which  my  host  had  funnerly  pointed 
out  as  a  landmark.  Here,  a  ruinous  wooden  bridn 
supported  by  long  posts  resembling  crutches,  wand 
me  to  get  across  the  water,  while  my  new  fiMad 
sought  a  ford  a  good  way  higher  up,  for  the 
was  oonaklerably  awelled. 
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All  pauMvi  for  hiR  rpjoininf^  me,  I  observed  an  Rn- 
;:1rrata  litilodiiftaiici.?  pouching  trout  after  trout,  as 
fatt  ilnuwt  ns  he  iruuld  cast  his  hne;  and  I  own,  in 
fpiie  of  Joshua's  lecture  on  humanity,  I  could  not 
bat  covy  his  adroitness  and  success,— so  nntiirul  is 
the  love  of  sport  to  our  minds,  or  so  easily  are  wc 
HQsht  to  assimilate  success  in  neld-sports  with  ideas 
of  pteiBure,  and  with  the  praise  due  to  address  and 
unlity.  I  soon  recopnisou  in  the  successful  angler 
kitie  Benjie,  who  had  been  my  guide  and  tutor  in  tnat 
gmde  art,  as  you  have  learnecTfrom  my  former  let- 
ters. I  called— I  whistled— the  rascal  recognised  me, 
and,  storting  like  a  guilty  thing,  seemed  hesitating 
whether  to  approach  or  to  run  away ;  and  when  he 
dntermined  on  the  former,  it  was  to  assail  me  with  a 
kjod  clamorous,  and  exasnieroted  report  of  the  anxiety 
of  ttl  at  the  Shepherd's  Bush  for  my  personal  safety ; 
how  my  landlady  had  wept,  how  Sam  and  the  ostler 
hid  not  the  heart  to  go  to  bed,  but  sat  up  oil  night 
drinkinv— and  how  he  himself  had  been  up  long  be- 
fore davbreak  to  go  in  (luestof  me. 

"And  you  were  switching  the  water,  I  suppose," 
nid  I,  "  to  discin-er  my  dead  bodv  ?" 

This  observation  produced  a  fong"Na— a— a"  of 
icknowledgod  detection  y  but,  with  his  natural  im- 
pudenccL  and  confidence  m  my  good-natiirt.-,  he  im- 
mediately added,  "that  he  thought  I  would  like  a 
fresh  trout  or  twa  for  breakfast,  and  th^*  water  being 
in  Mich  rare  trim  for  the  saumon  raun,*  he  couldna 
help  taking  a  cast" 

YfMe  we  were  engaged  in  this  discussion,  the  hon- 
nt  Quaker  returned  to  the  farther  end  of  the  wooden 
bridge  to  tell  me  he  could  not  venture  to  cross  the 
hrmk  in  its  present  state,  but  would  be  under  the  ne- 
cfsaity  to  ride  round  by  the  stone  bridge,  which  was 
■  mile  and  a  half  higher  up  than  his  own  house.  He 
wu  about  to  give  me  dinEH^tions  how  to  proceed  with- 
out him,  and  mquirc  for  his  sister,  when  I  suggested 
to  him,  that  if  he  pleased  to  trust  his  horse  to  little 
Benjie,  the  boy  might  carry  him  round  by  the  bridge, 
while  we  walked  the  shorter  and  more  pleasant 
rood. 

Joihna  shook  his  head,  for  he  was  well  ocquointed 
with  Berriie,  who,  he  said,  was  the  naughtiest  varlet 
in  the  wnolc  neighbourhood.  Nevertheless,  rather 
than  part  amipany,  he  agreed  to  put  the  pony  under 
hit  charge  for  a  short  season,  with  many  mjunciions 
that  he  should  not  attempt  to  mount,  but  lead  the 
pony  (even  Solomon)  by  the  bridle,  under  the  assu- 
tiaoes  of  sixpence  in  case  of  proper  demeanour,  ond 
penalty  that  if  he  transgressed  the  orders  given  him, 
'verily  he  should  be  scourged." 

Pnrniises  cost  Benjie  nothing^  and  he  showered 
them  out  wholesale ;  till  the  Quaker  at  length  >*ieldcd 
op  the  bridle  to  him,  repeating  his  charges,  and  en- 
beang  theni  by  holding  up  his  forefinger.  On  my 
put,  r coiled  to  Benjie  to  leave  the  fish  he  had  taken 
n  Mount  Sharon,  making,  at  the  same  time,  an 
ipplogetic  ctjuntenance  to  my  new  friend,  not  being 
qvie  aware  whcihcr  the  compHment  would  be  agree- 
able to  such  a  condt-mner  of  field-sports. 

He  understood  mo  at  once,  and  reminded  me  of  the 
prmical  distinction  betwixt  catching  the  animals  as 
in  object  of  cruel  and  wanton  m)ort,  and  eating  them 
u  lawful  and  gratifying  articles  of  food  after  they 
^ftn  killed.  On  the  latter  point  he  had  no  ecniples  ; 
hat,  on  the  contrnrv,  assured  me,  that  this  brook  con- 
laiocd  the  real  nxl  trout,  so  highly  esteemed  bv  all 
connoineiirF,  and  that,  when  eaten  within  on  fiour 
isf  their  lieing  caught,  they  had  a  peculiar  firmness  of 
Njiwtance  and  deucary  of  flavour,  which  ri'iidertd 
tbem  an  Mgnxahlc  addition  to  u  inurning  meal,  espc- 
oally  when  earned,  like  ours,  by  early  rising,  and  an 
hour  or  two*8  wholesome  exercise. 

But  to  thy  alarm  be  it  spoken,  Alan,  we  did  not 
come  *o  far  as  the  frying  of  our  ifish  without  fariher 
id  venture.  So  it  is  only  to  spare  thy  patii.-nce,  and 
mine  own  eyets  that  I  pull  up  for  tlie  iires<>nt,  and 
send  thee  the  rest  of  my  story  in  a  subsequent  leitLT. 

*  The  bait  Made  of  lialmon-row  mHihI  ■n'l  vr«;««rvi>d.  In  a 
•wofimi  river,  and  abiMit  Uw  month  of  October  .».  m  ■  inoNt 
•amUybut. 


LETTER  VII. 

THE  EAMB  TO  THE  SAME. 

Ilnconthiuotion.l 

Little  Bekjie,  with  the  i)ony,  having  been  sent  oH 
on  the  left  side  of  the  brook,  the  Quaker  and  1  saun- 
tered on,  like  the  cavalry  and  infantry  of  the  same 
army  occupying  the  opposite  banks  of  a  river,  and 
observing  the  same  line  of  march.  BuL  while  my 
worthy  cximponion  was  assuring  me  of  a  pleasant 
greensward  walk  to  his  inuiision,  little  Beiijie,  who 
nod  been  charged  to  ki>ep  in  sight,  chose  to  deviate 
from  the  path  atssigned  him,  and,  turning  to  the  right, 
led  his  charge,  Solomon,  out  of  our  vish)n. 

"The  villain  means  to  mount  him !"  cried  Joshua, 
with  more  vivacity  than  was  consistent  with  his  pro- 
fession of  passive  endurance. 

I  endeavoured  to  appease  his  apprehensions,  as  he 

Eushed  on,  wiping  his  brow  with  vexation,  assuring 
im,  that  if  the  boy  did  mount,  he  would,  for  his  own 
sake,  ride  gently. 

"  You  do  not  know  him,"  said  Joshua  rejecting  all 
consolation ;  "  he  do  any  thing  gently !— no,  he  will 
gallop  Solomon— he  will  inisu8i>  tne  sober  patience  of 
the  |)Oor  animal  who  has  borne  me  so  long!  Yesi^  I 
was  given  over  to  my  own  devices  when  I  ever  let  him 
touch  the  bridle^  fur  such  a  little  miscreant  there  never 
was  before  him  in  this  country !" 

He  then  proceeded  to  expatiate  on  every  sort  of 
rustic  enormity  of  which  he  accused  Benjie.  He  had 
been  suspected  of  snaring  partridges— was  detected  by 
Joshua  nimself  in  liming  singing  birdfr— stood  fully 
charged  with  having  worried  several  cats,  by  aid  of  a 
lun^her  which  attended  him,  and  which  was  as  lean, 
and  n^f^id,  and  mischievous,  as  his  master.  Finally, 
Bcivjie  sttMxi  accused  of  having  stolen  a  duck,  to  hunt 
it  with  the  said  lurcher,  which  was  as  dexterous  on 
water  as  on  land.  I  chimed  in  with  my  friend,  in 
order  to  avoid  giving  him  farther  irritation,  and  de- 
clared, I  shoiikf  oe  disposed,  from  my  own  experience, 
to  give  up  Kunjie  as  one  of  Satan^s  imps.  Joshua 
Geddes  bt^n  to  ivnsure  the  phrase.*  as  too  much  ex- 
aggerated, and  otherwise  unbecoming  the  mouth  of  a 
reflecting  person ;  and,  just  as  I  was  ai)ologizing  for  it, 
as  being  a  term  of  common  parlance,  we  heard  certain 
sounds  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  brook,  which 
s(«nied  to  indicate  thot  Solomon  and  Benjie  wrre  at 
issue  together.  The  sond-hills  behind  which  Benjie 
seemed  to  take  his  course,  hod  concealed  fruiii  ns,  as 
doubtless  he  meant  they  should,  his  oscen\  into  the 
forbidden  saddle,  and  putting  Solomon  to  his  mettle, 
which  he  was  SL-ldom  called  upon  to  exert,  they  hod 
cantered  nway  together  in  great  amity,  till  they  come 
near  to  the  furd  from  which  the  palfrey's  legitimate 
owner  had  olrcady  turned  back. 

Here  a  contest  of  opinions  took  place  between  the 
horse  and  his  rider.  The  latter,  according  to  his  in- 
structions^ attempted  to  direxrt  Solomon  towards  the 
distant  bridge  of  Fione;  but  Solomon  opined  that  the 
ford  was  the  shortest  way  to  his  own  stable.  The 
point  was  sharply  contested,  and  we  heard  Benjie 
gtH!;- hupping.  tencl(-tcheking,  and,  above  all,  floggin^g 
in  great  style ;  while  Solomon,  who,  docile  in  his 
general  habitH,  was  now  stirred  bfyond  his  patience, 
made  a  great  tmniplingand  recalci (ration ;  and  it  wac 
their  joint  noise  wnich  we  heard,  without  being  able 
to  sc-e,  though  Joshua  might  too  well  guess,  the  cauae 
of  iu 

Alarmed  at  these  indications,  the  Quaker  began  to 
shout  out,  •*  Benjie— thou  variet  '—Solomon— thou 
fool !"  when  the  couple  preseniid  themselves  in  full 
drive,  Solomon  having  now  dtcididly  obtained  the 
better  of  the  conflict,  and  bringing  his  unwilling  rider 
in  high  career  down  to  the  ford.  Never  was  there 
ani^er  changed  so  fast  into  humane  fear,  as  that  of 
I  my  gmxl  companion.  "  The  varlet  will  be  drowned  I" 
hv.  ixclaiined— "  a  widow's  wm  I  -  her  only  son !— and 

drowned !— let  m»'  go" And  he  struggled  with  me 

sii>utly  as  I  hung  iiikui  him,  to  prc\'ent  him  f^om 
plunging  into  the  foid. 

I  had  no  fear  whativer  for  Benjie;  for  the  black- 
guard vermin,  though  he  could  not  manage  Xhn  re- 
fractory horae,  stuck  on  his  seat  Ukca.  tOAWri.  ^^ 
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lomon  and  Renjie  ^cramhlod  thronph  (he  ford  with 
liriltf  in rtm vi-nifiicf,  and  resumed  iheirgallup  on  the 
oilier  eide. 

li  w;is  impossible  to  jhictj*  wh^rhnr  on  this  last  or- 
GRsiun  Ikiiju-  was  runnin;?  oHwiiii  SoJonion.  or  So- 
lo»non  w.ih  Hcnjii;;  but,  jndjun:?  from  ciiaraiter and 
inoiivcs  I  rnthrr  sofptiTU-d  tlin  fonncr.  I  ci.»uld  not 
lulp  iau^'hing  as  tlie  ra:»fal  nn*?!-*!  nn.',  grinning  be- 
twixt i«rror  Mud  cj.  li'Ist.  iKTchud  on  fhr  very  ponHnnl 
uf  f'le  Hiifldle,  and  noldiii;^  with  txttin-.ird  onus  tiv 
bridle'  niid  iuarn' ;  wliiio  Solomon,  flie  bit  Kcriind 
b*:twe«;n  his  iit-ili,  and  Ins  luofl  bor«l  down  br  iwixt : 
liis  fi).-t'-l«';:s,  pa.-sod  l.is  master  in  tiiis  unwonted i;uisc 
a."  hanl  as  In;  lould  p'.h. 

**Tiie  niibvhii-voim  bastard  T'  rxrliiimrd  iJir*  Qua- 
ker, tvrrificii  «Mit  of  bin  usual  uiiMlenrion  of  M)i;tTli— 
"  tin;  'liioin^'d  jr.dlowji-bird !— he  will  break  Solomon's 
w.nJ  to  u  cenaniiy." 

I  praved  him  to  be  romfortcd— assim-d  him  a  bnish- 
iiij;  irallop  would  do  his  favourito  no  harm— and  re- 
minded hiin  of  the  nnwin*  he  had  iK-siow-.d  on  nif  u 
minute  before,  for  applying  a  han^li  epithet  to  the 
boy. 

Cut  Joshua  was  not  without  his  answer ;— "  Friend 
youili,"  he  said,  "  thou  didst  spivik  o{  the  lad's  wjuI. 
whiirh  thou  didst  afTimi  belon;;od  to  the  enemv,  and 
of  that  thou  couidsi  say  nothinv;  of  liiineown  know- 
ledge; on  the  contrary,  I  did  bur  speak  of  his  ouJ  ward 
man  which  will  as.sur'edly  be  su.**;;-.  ndeil  by  n  conl,  if 
be  mendeth  not  hi<*  manners,  ^icn  say  that,  young 
as  he  is,  he  w  on-.*  of  the  Laird's  i?an:{." 

**Of  the  Laird's  gang!"  said  f,  ripfaiingthe  wonis 
in  surprise— *' Do  you  nK-an  the  p^.-rson  v/ith  whom  1 
sUpt  last  night  .* -I  hoar*]  vou  call  him  tiie  Laird— Is 
he  at  the  head  of  a  gang  ?* 

"Nay,  I  meant  not  precisely  a  gan?,"  said  the 
Qur.ker,  who  ojipcnrrd  in  his  basic  ro  h;\vc  ppoken 
more  than  he  intend-.xl— "a  compnny,  or  party^  I 
s'riould  have  said ;  hut  thus  it  is,  fnen<l  Lalinier,  with 
the  wisest  men,  when  they  permit  thems»;lvfS  to  be  | 
perturbed  wiih  [lassion,  and  speak  as  in  a  fevrr,  or  as  : 
wirh  the  t.)n;4"e  of  the  fi>»dish  and  the  forw»ii(l.    And  ■ 
alihoui^h  thou  hast  been  hasty  to  mark  my  infirniiry,  j 
yet  I  grieve  not  that  tiiou  ha^t  been  u  witness  to  it,  j 
K.-eing  that  the  stumbles  of  tlu;  wise  may  be  no  less  | 
a  cauuoii  to  youl!*  and  inexperience  than  :s  the  fall  of' 

tllH  f»>olieih.'' 

This  was  a  sort  of  acknowledgment  of  what  I  had  ' 
alrtady  b<'giin  li»  susjHxrl— that  my  n»«w  friend's  real 
gixxhiess  of  diiijHtsition,  joined  to  the  aciiuired  fjuiol- 1 
isniof  his  p  lii'ious  Feet,  liad  been  'inable  etiiin.ly  to  ! 
c!i-.'»:k  the  eiJerveSi-'ence  of  a  temper  n.iturally  warm  * 
ar.d  hasty. 

L'pon  the  prosf-nt  occasion,  as  if  sensible  he  had  I 
c!\-*;d:i>ed  a  grenti  r  degree  of  Ciootion  than  became; 
his  character,  Joshua  avoidwl  farther  ailusi-m  to  Ben- 
ji'.'  and  Sidoinor:,  and  procecdefi  to  stdicit  my  alteii- 
lion  to  the  naiuial  objects  around  us,  which  increased 
ill  b'.'aiity  and  int.  re^^t,  us,  i»::ll  loii'iucte'i  by  the 
meandiTS  tif  the  brook,  wl;  leM  \':u:  ro  oiii'in  behind 
iiss  and  enterid  a  moi -.■  eiiitivati.'.'.!  'ind  ene!o.^.-d  coun- 
try, wIuT'-*  arald-j  and  prisiup.'  i;r!>.i!!d  w;i*  Mgieoably 
vari'.il  wi'.li  grjvt.s  and  lud^ji*.  Des»*»  ndiiig  now 
almost  clo*«o  tj  the  stream,  our  couiti'*  l.iy  through  a 
little  gate,  into  a  pathway,  kept  wuri  ^Mcai  neatm-ss. 
the  sides  of  which  were  deirorale-d  with  trjes  and 
fljweriiiii  shrubs  of  the  haniier  .'*;H;v^ies :  un»il,  ascend- 
ini;  by  u  gentle  slope,  we  issued  frju.i  t!i«-  grove,  and 
bUH)d  hlmotft  at  once  in  front  of  a  iow  but  very  nt.al 
building,  of  an  irregular  lorm;  aiitl  my  guide,  shaking 
ine  eordiaily  by  tiie  hand,  made  nie  wclcomo  to 
Mount  Sharon. 

The  wood  through  which  we  hud  appro«i*lu-d  this 
Trtle  mansion  was  thrown  around  ii  boin  mi  tiie  north 
Uiid  north-w,"st,  but,  breaking  »>.'?  inf.>  difll-rrinl  di- 
icriion.-*.  wns  iiiiiT.*«.'e»ed  by  a  lew  fields,  vvi  II  wnlered 
find  >Iieltend.    The  houf-  fron tr.J  id  rlu-  s.iifii-pns!, 

nd  iruni  iliencv  tlic  pitiMiri.-^Tiund,  or,  I  i.iiould 
/sil'u.r  s:iv,  the  i.';ir!e;is  f  Ivijf  d  iiowji  1 1  tin-  wrufr.    I 

^.-'iprii'tor  had  a  tiUisidiTiblj  t.j.-'e  f  )r  !Mrrn-u!ii;r.-.  | 
nhuliiiad  bicn  iiihi*iitt|{  bv  his  <)■»,  uv!  h.id  lornied  ! 
liics(.-^uiOen:.S  whiiii,  witii  inoir  snjvi.r.  :;:r!,  :diaciii.il  I 
atir.'vs.   wilderui-«>9e^   and  cwjJ-:   Uvu^  and  shrubs,  | 


greatly  oxce!lp<I  nny  thing  of  the  kind  which  had  boefl 
attempted  in  the  nciglil>ourliood. 

L'' there  wa.v  a  liitte  vanity  in  the  c(mip!acf*nt  fflnilc 
with  whii  h  Joshua  (icddes  saw  m<>  i^ize  with  deltdil 
on  a  Siscnt  so  di(!i  rent  from  the  naked  waste,  we  nid 
that  (lay  tra>ersei3  in  company,  it  might  surely  be 
rifnnittcd  to  ime,  who,  oultivatmg  and  improving  the 
l>t'auties  of  nature,  had  found  therein,  »!<  he  ani^ 
bodily  health  and  a  pleasiiig  relaxation  for  the  nimd. 
At  the  but'om  of  the  extendi^l  gafder»s  iIig  brook 
whei-ii.-d  round  in  a  wide  semicircle,  and  was  irsdJ 
their  lHiundar\'.  The  oppo-'^^iic  siile  was  no  part  ol 
Ji»hua's  dotnnin,  but  ihe  bro<jk  w;is  there  sfcirtt'd  by 
a  precipitous  ro<*k  of  limestone,  which  si.-cined  a  bar. 
rier  of  -\aiuri'"8  own  erecting  around  his  liiiie  Edeo 
of  iK'Jiiiry,  comfort,  and  pi.-acc. 

'•  Hut  I  nitii't  n(»i  let  thee  for^t,"  said  the  kind 
Quaker.  **aniid.«»t  thy  admiration  of  these  beauties  or 
our  lifife  inheritance,  that  thy  breakfaat  has  been  a 
light  on.v' 

So  saying,  Jo?hua  conducted  mc  to  a  small  snshed 
door,  op'.MiWM  under  a  porch  amply  mantteil  by  honey- 
suckle and  clematis,  into  a  porlour  of  moderuti'  sizei 
the  fnrnitijn-  of  which,  in  plainness  and  exccsiife 
elcanlini-ss.  lN)re  the  chara'^teiistic  marks  of  the  seel 
to  which  the  own'T  h».'long«!. 

Thy  fniher's  Hannah  is  SLnerally  allowed  to  lieu 
cxi^f'uiion  to  all  Scottish  housekeepers,  and  stamls  un- 
nnralleled  fur  cleanliness  among  the  wouM^n  of  Autd 
Rfvkie;  but  the  cl"anline8s  of  Hannah  is  sliitliah- 
ness.  coniLiaa>d  to  the  scnipulous  piiriticaiiims  <if  theae 
potipl'?,  wlio  st^tm  TO  carry  into  the  niinor  diTendci 
of  life  that  conscientious  rigour  which  they  aHl'Ct  ■ 
their  morals. 

The  parlour  would  have  been  gloomy,  for  the  win- 
dows Win*  small  and  cc'iling  low ;  but  the  pr»ra( 
proprietor  had  rendered  h  more  chtxrfid  by  openinn 
one  ciu\  inio  a  small  consi-natory,  KK>f»jd  with  glsNb 
and  dividi'd  from  the  parlour  by  a  partition  of  iht 
same.  I  liavi*  never  b»fore  seen  this  wry  plenftinn 
innnntT  of  uniting  the  comforts  of  on  apartment  «illi 
the  Ih  auties  of  a  unnlen,  and  1  wonder  it  is  not  nsn 

Kractised  by  ihc  great.     (Something  o(  the  k'.nc  ii 
intixl  at  in  a  p.iper  of  the  Spectator. 
As  I  walked  towartis  the  con«.!r\ntory  ro  view  H 
rnorc  closely,  the  parlour  chimney  engngwl  my  atlta- 
lion.    It  was  a  pil''  of  massive  stone,  entirely  out  d 

KroiKTtion  to  the  irizi>  of  the  apart  men  I.  On  fhc  fnal 
ad  once  been  an  armorial  scutcbeim ;  for  the  hao- 
nier,  or  clii.^el.  which  had  been  employ Cftl  to  drtaee 
the  shield  and  cre.^t,  had  left  uninjured  the  scroll  be| 
neilh,  whieh  l)ore  the  pkius  motto,  '*  7Vii*.'in  Otd.* 
lUack-letti  r,  vou  kimw.  was  my  early  passion,  siH 
the  toMibsfi»n«8  in  the  Grayfriuro'  (hiirehyard  eartf 
viildMl  up  to  my  knriwlcdge  as  a  decipherer  vMt 
litrl.;  thiy  eould  iell  of  the  forgotv/n  dead. 

Jo^hini  fieddes  paused  when  he  saw  my  eye  find 
on  this  n.hc  of  aniii|U(ty.  "'  Thou  canei  read  iiTki 
said. 

I  ri.pcattd  the  motto,  and  added,  there  feemcdvii' 
ti'jes  of  a  date. 

"  It  should  be  1.117,"  said  he;  "for  so  long  asp,  A 
the  li.oiii  computation,  did  my  ancestors,  in  ihebliBiM 
limes  of  Papist  ry,p(»sbcss  thibc  lands,  and  in  tbaiyeir 
dui  they  build  their  house." 

"  It  is  un  ancient  descent,"  said  I,  looking  with  R- 
sped  upon  the  monument.  "I  am  sorry  the  uai 
have  h«rn  defac«-d." 

It  was  iHThaps  impossible  for  my  friend,  Quaker 
as  he  wns,  to  stt'.m  altogether  void  of  respect  for  ik 
{H.'digrec  which  he  began  to  recount  to  me,  disrlaia- 
;ng  all  the  whi!«'  the  vanity  usually  cooiifrt.il  with 
this  subject ;  m  short,  with  the  nirof  min::iiiJ  niilai- 
choly.  re-.rrer,  ami  conscious  dignify,  with  w!ii':h  JarC 
Kiiwkes  us*'.!  to  tell  us,  nf  i.'ollege,  of  his  nnct-M^* 
uiifortitiiaiecoiineX'on  with  the  (»inHM>wder-IMoL 

"  Vanifv  «if  vanitie.s.  Faith  the  pr-'aeher,"— ih-jifc** 
nn'-rneil  Jo>hua  (nildes  of  iMouiit  Sharon  ;— *if  w^ 
ours.Ives  jire  notiiing  in  the  sisrht  of  iiiavnu  how 
y.virh  I'-si'inniiolIimirniustrM'ourderivationfnmiia* 
I  Hi]  IxMi'  s  aiul  nioulderingrlust,  whose  immortal  spin*' 
hijve  lon^i  since  irone  to  their  private  acetiun: !  Yc" 
fri- ud  f.Titmier,  my  ancestors  wen*  renownmi  aai^ 
the  ravenous  and  bloodthirsty  men  who  then  iwcit  i 
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th»  wx«]  country ;  and  w  much  were  they  fhined  for 

wcoe^tffui  rn.'ebooTin^,  robbcrv,  and  lilou(l8lit<d,  thut 

they  anr  said  lo  have  been  caifed  Creddint,  as  likcnin;<; 

tiwin  10  ihc  fi'Ai  called  a  Jack,  Pikr,  or  f.iice,  and  in 

<wcniintr>-  tonpnuN  a  (itt/— a  goodly  dimiiiotion  indy 

fior  Christian  men!  Yet  did  tnov  paint  this  shark  of 
fhefre^h  watern  upon  their  shieldfi,  and  thi;}<e  profane 
pfiwrB  uf  n  wicked  idolatry,  the  empty  lioasters 
tilled  ht.mldi(,  who  make  en^aven  inia>:<'5«  of  fisiht's, 
fou^andfoiirfooted  bcastsi,  that  men  may  fall  down 
ind  worship  them,  aHRisned  the  (itxJ  for  the  device 
itKi  tiMutchcon  of  my  fuihern,  and  hewn  it  over  their 
diimncyEi,  and  placet!  it  above  their  tombs;  nnd  the 
men  were  elated  in  mind,  and  lR*came  yet  more  Cn-d- 
like,  fc*iiyin;;,  leadms;  into  captivity,  and  divulin^  the 
9oil,  mi  til  the  place  where  they  dwelt  obtaint^l  the 
nime  of  Sharing-Knowe,  from  ine  bo<ity  which  was 
thffc  divided  anion ^t  them  and  their  accomplicof>. 
But  a  t^'-t ft r  judgment  was  ^ven  to  my  father's 
£ilher,  Philip  (ieddes,  nho,  after  tryin<;  to  lidit  hifl 
raiuiii'  at  soHH!  of  the  vain  wildfires  ilu  n  held  aloft 
at  difftrent  meeting::!!  and  steeple- house?,  at  length 
obtained  a  ^ark  from  the  lamp  of  the  bh»:sL-d  (xeor^ 
Pox,  who  came  into  Scotland  spreading  li^'ht  ainont' 
ilarknt-ss  as  he  himwdf  hath  written,  as  plentifidlv 
II fly  the  pparkles  from  the  hoof  of  th<>  horm.*  which 
mllopsi  swiftly  alon^  the  stony  road. ''—Here  the  j,'ooti 
Quaker  interniptcd  himself  with,  "And  that  i<^  very 
tnir,  I  must  ^o  speedily  to  see  alter  the  condition  of 
Soionion.'* 

A  Uunker  servant  here  entered  the  room  with  a 
tny,  and  inclinin{^  his  head  townnls  his  master,  but 
Dot  after  the  manner  of  one  who  bows,  said  com- 
xwedJy,  "Th(Hi  art  welcome  home,  friend  Joshun,  we 
*xpeeTLd  the4>  not  rt)  early;  but  what  hath  befalk'n 
Solomon  tlw  h<»rs<T' 

**  What  hath  befallen  him,  indeed !"  said  mv  friend  ; 
'hath  he  not  be«ii  returned  hither  by  the  child  whom 
Jlry  call  HfniieT* 

He  hMth,  said  his  domestic^  "hut  it  was  after  a 
^innfoi  fasinon:  for  he  came  hither  at  a  swift  and 
iuiiiU!*  pace,  and  flun^  the  child Deniie  from  his  back, 
ipon  the  heap  of  dnnpf  which  is  in  tlv  *'tabh»-vard. 

"1  am  jilad  of  it,"  said  Joshua,  hatitily.--"trlad  of 
r.  unih  alt  my  heart  and  snirit!— Hut  siuy,  he  is  the 
Mild  of  the  widow— hath  ine  boy  any  hurt  7" 

•*Noi  so,"  aaswercd  the  servant,  "for  he  rose  and 
fed  swiftly." 

Joshua  muttered  mmcihing  aliout  a  s^/)uri>:e,  and 
hen  inqiiiretl  after  Solomon's  present  condition. 

"He  seetheth  like  o  steomini;  caldron."  answered 
heservant^  "and  Kauldie,  thclad,walketh  him  about 
herard  with  a  halter,  lest  hi;  take  cold." 

Sir-  <jedd«-s  hasletied  to  the  stnble-yard  to  view 
msomiHy  the  condition  of  bis  favourite,  and  I  fol- 
oirf"d,  tu  oflir  my  couns^i'l  us  n  jockey— Diui't  Iqugh, 
llan;  sun  I  have  jockeyship  enoiidi  to  assist  a 
^ktr-in  this  unpleasin^'  prrdicameiit. 

The  lail  who  was  leading  the  horse  sci.Mned  to  be 
10  Quaker,  ihou^di  his  inten^urse  with  tiie  famik 
lad  given  him  a  touch  of  thf'ir  prim  sobriety  of  look 
ifld  manner.  He  assured  Joshua  that  his  horse  had 
eceintJ  no  injury,  and  I  even  hinted  that  the  exereisi: 
rould  beefs'  rvii'e  to  him.  Solomon  himst-lf  nri^h<*d 
owanlfl  hie  master,  and  rubbed  his  Ik  ad  against  the 
nodCliiak(T*s  shoulder,  asifio  assure  him  of  his  iK^in^ 
|iitc  well,  fioth.it  Joshua  returned  iiicoiuftirt  to  his  par- 
Ohr,  when* breakfast  was  now  about  to  bedispliiyi>d. 

I  have  siii^c  teamed  that  thi^  afU-ciion  of  Joshua 
ar  his  pony  is  coiiMideml  as  inordinotc  by  some  of  his 
ivn  sect;  and  that  hn  has  bei.<n  niuirli  blamitJ  for 
mnittini;  it  to  be  called  by  the  name  of  Stdonion, 
irtny  other  name  wbnti'vcr;  but  he  has  ^''^niidpo 
Bich  niipei't  and  influence  among  them  that  tiny 
>»i!rki»ik  ihHsc  foiblt*s. 

I  leaniLii  from  him  (whilst  the  old  sen-nnf,  Jfhoia- 
Aim.  enierin-r  and  rt^entering,  sef-me<l  to  make  no 
fnA  of  tlip  inati.'riaU  which  lie  bn>uf:ht  in  for  bnak- 
hil)  that  his  ^'randfather  Philip,  th«»  convert  of  (Jt^irge 
Pox.  hnd  siit!'ered    much  fi-on     the   pi-rsecuiiun  to  | 
*hicn  these  Imrmless  devolH>s  wcrr'  sub.i<  rted  on  all  , 
'jiii:*  during  that  intolerant  pi-riiKl,  and  much  of  their  i 
jniily  c«fate  bad  been  dilapidnted.    Hut  btttt  r  days 
wnad  on  JoshiiA'B  father,  who,  coDnectiiig  hiuiatU  I 


by  mnrriase  with  a  wealthy  family  of  Quakers  in 
Lancashire, engagi-d  successfully  in  various  branchei 
of  commerce,  and  re<l<imed  the  renuiants  of  the 
proiH-rty,  changing  its  name  in  sense,  without  much 
alti ration  of  sound,  from  the  Hord'.-r  aiipillation  of 
Siiaring-Knowe,  to  the  evangelical  appellation  of 
Mount  Shanm. 

This  Phihp  (leddcs,  as  I  before  hinted,  had  imbibed 
the  taste  for  huriiculture  and  the  pursuits  of  tho 
florist,  which  aR'  not  uncommon  among  the  peace- 
ful sect  he  btdongs  to.  He  had  dcstn^yed  the  rem- 
nants of  the  old  neel-house,  substituting  the  miKicrn 
mansi<m  in  its  place;  and  wiiuc  he  reservetl  the 
hearth  of  his  ancestors,  in  memor\'  of  their  hos- 
pitality, as  al.v)  the  pious  motto  which  they  had 
ehuncfxl  to  assume,  he  failed  not  to  obliterate  tho 
worldly  and  military  emblems  displayed  upon  the 
shield  and  helmet,  together  with  all  tht'^ir  blu/onry. 

In  a  few  minutes  after  Mr.  Geddts  had  coneludi-d 
the  account  of  himself  and  his  family,  his  sister 
Rachel,  the  only  surviving;  mcinl)er  of  it,  (.ntered  the 
room.  Her  appearance  is  n-markably  pleasing,  and 
although  her  age  is  certainly  thirty  at  hast,  she  still 
retains  the  shape  and  motion  of  an  earlier  fH^ricd. 
The  absence  of  every  thing  like  fashion  or  ornament 
was,  as  usual,  atoned  for  by  the  most  |ierfict  neat- 
ness and  cleanliness  of  her  dress;  and  her, simple 
close  rap  was  particularly  suited  to  eyes  which  hod 
the  softness  and  simplicity  of  the  dove's.  Her  fea- 
tures Wire  alsi.)  extremely  agreeable,  but  had  sufiered 
a  little  thro'.igh  the  ravages  of  that  professi'd  enemy 
to  beauty,  the  small-()OX  :  a  disadvantage  which  was 
in  nart  counterbalanced  by  a  well-formed  mouth, 
ttfcfh  like  prarls,  and  a  phrasing  sobriety  of  smile, 
that  SPtmcd  to  wissh  good  here  ami  heiealtcj  to  every 
one  slie  spoke  to.  Vrui  cannot  make  any  oi  your  vile 
mferrncts  here,  Alnn,  for  1  have  ihven  a  full-length 
picture  of  Rachael  (ieddes ;  so  that  you  cannot  soy 
m  this  case,  os  in  the  letter  1  have  just  R-ceivtd.  liiat 
she  was  pasw-d  over  as  a  subject  on  which  1  feanti 
to  dilate.    Mon'  of  this  anon. 

Well,  we  settled  to  our  breakfast  after  a  blessing, 
or  rather  an  extempore  prayer,  which  Josshua  made, 
upon  the  oc»'asion,  and  which  the  si>iril  moved  him 
to  prolcmg  rather  more  than  I  felt  altogether  agree- 
able. Then,  Alan,  th'TS  was  such  a  despatching  of 
the  good  things  of  the  morning,  as  yuu  have  not 
witRess<-d  since  you  have  st'tm  Darsie  Latimer  ot 
breakfast.  Tea  and  chocolate^  egurs,  ham,  and 
pastry,  not  forgittina:  the  broiled  fish^  disappeared 
with  a  ciMerity  which  sei^mod  to  osioni.sh  the  good- 
humouretl  Quakers,  who  kept  loading  my  plate  with 
supplies,  as  if  d'-sirous  of  seeing  whetlier  they  could 
by  any  jwissibiliiy  tire  me  out.  One  hint,  however, 
I  receivf-d.  which  put  me  in  mind  where  I  was. 
MisH  (ferides  hndofh  nxl  me  some  sweet-cake,  which 
at  the  moinont,  I  declined;  but  pres<;nily  aflerward^^ 
s«'ein:r  it  within  my  rracb.  I  naturally  enough  helped 
myself  to  a  slice,  and  had  Just  dtposittti  it  beside  my 
plate,  when  Joshua,  mine  host,  not  with  the  authon- 
talive  air  of  Saneho's  doctor,  Tirtea  Fiiera,  but  in  a 
very  calm  itnd  quiet  manner,  lifted  it  away  and  re- 
placed it  (m  the  (iisb,  obs4;rving  only,  "Thou  didst 
ret  use  it  before,  friend  Latimer." 

Thes«.'  goixl  folks,  Alan,  rnnke  no  allowance  for 
what  your  father  enils  the  AhiTd«Mn-man'8  privilege 
of  "  taking  his  word  again;"  or  what  the  wise  cull 
serond  thoughts. 

Hatim^'  llii.<  slight  hint,  that  I  was  among  ii  precise 
genc'ration,  tlure  wns  nothing  in  my  recciition  that 
was  t:i culiar— un!< SB,  indeitl,  I  were  to  notice  tho 
solicitous  ami  uniform  kindness  with  which  nil  the 
attentions  of  my  new  friends  were  seasone*!,  os  if 
they  Were  anxious  to  assurt^  me  that  the  neglect  of 
worldly  complinii  nts  intcrdicie*!  by  their  si'Ct,  only 
strvi-*!  to  render  iluir  hospitality  more  siiuvre.  At 
length  my  hunuer  was  satisfied,  and  the  worthy 
Quake  r.  who,  with  looka  o(  urv&t  good-nature,  hail 
watehcil  mv  progress,  thus  addresstxl  bis  usier  .— 

"This  yoiini:  man,  Rachel,  hath  last  night  soj<»urncd 
in  thetenisofour  neighbour,  whom  men  call  the  Laird. 
1  um  stirrv  I  had  not  met  him  the  evening  before,  for 
our  neiyrhbour's  hospitality  is  t«)o  unfieqiiuntly  excr- 
ciiKd  tu  be  well  prepaxed  with  the  meam  oif  wukouA." 


REDaAUNTLET. 


[licrm  Vt 


"  Nay,  but,  Joshiin,'*  said  Rachel,  "  if  onr  neighbour 
hnth  dune  a  kitidnesei,  thou  shouUlsr  not  ^nifiite  him 
the  oppiirtuniiy ;  and  if  uur  youni;^  friind  nath  fared 
jil  for  a  night,  he  will  the  brt lor  relish  whatPruvi- 
denee  may  at-nd  hini  of  b«;ttcr  i>n>vi.sioni»." 

"  And  that  he  may  do  mt  ot  iifisuru,"  sHiid  Joshua, 
"we  will  pray  him,  Rachel,  to  tarry  a  day  or  iwuin 
with  us:  he  ia  young,  and  is  now  bin  entering  uiwn 
the  world,  and  our  habitation  may,  if  he  will,  be  like 
a  resting- plore,  from  which  he  may  li^ok  abroad 
upon  tlie  nilcrimafic  which  he  mut»t  make,  and  the 

£ath  which  he  has  to  iravt-l.— What  sayst  thou,  friend 
lAtimer  7  Wc  constrain  not  our  friends  to  our  ways, 
ami  thou  art,  I  think,  t«»o  wise  to  (^uarn'l  with  us  for 
following  our  own  fashions  ;  and  if  wc  should  even 

Eve  thee  a  wonl  of  advice,  thou  wilt  not,  I  think 
!  anf^r\',  so  that  it  is  spoken  in  season." 

You  know,  Alan,  how  easily  I  am  determined  by 
anv  thinif  resembling?  cordiality— and  so,  thouj^h  a 
iittle  afraid  of  the  formality  of  my  host  and  hristess, 
I  accepted  their  invitation,  provided  I  could  gel  some 
iiie$tsen^er  to  send  to  Shepncitl's  Bush  for  my  servant 
and  portmanteau. 

"Why,  truly,  friend,"  said  Joshua,  "thine  outward 
fmme  woidd  be  improved  bv  cleaner  garments ;  but  I 
will  do  thine  errand  myself  to  the  Widow  Gregaon's 
house  of  reception,  ana  si-nd  thy  lad  hither  with  thy 
clothi-s.  Mean  while  Rachel  w'ill  show  thee  these 
little ganiens,  and  then  will  put  thee  in  some  way  of 
spending  thy  time  usi>fu]ly,  till  our  meal  calls  us 
together  at  the  second  hour  afternoon.  I  bid  thee 
farewell  for  the  pres(.>nt.  having  some  space  to  walk, 
seeing  I  must  leave  the  animal  Solomon  to  his  refresh- 
ing rest." 

With  these  words,  Mr.  Joshua  Geddcs  withdrew. 
Some  la(l!es  we  have  known  woidd  have  fell,  or  at 
least  atfccted,  resi'rvc  or  embarrass^ment,  at  bidng 
leA  to  do  the  honours  of  the  grounds  toMit  will  be 
out,  Alan)— a  smart  young  fellow— an  entire  stranger. 
She  went  out  fur  a  few  minutr's,  nnd  returmxi  in  her 
plain  cloak  and  btmnct,  with  her  beavtr-j?lovei^  pre- 
pan^  40  act  as  my  guide,  with  as  much  sunplicity  as 
if  she  had  bet^n  to  wait  upon  thy  father.  So  forth  I 
sallied  with  my  fair  Quaker. 

If  the  house  at  MiMint  Sharon  be  iiicrcly  a  plain 
and  c<invenient  dwelling,  of  moderate  size,  and  small 
pretensions,  the  ganiens  and  ollic^js,  though  not 
extensive,  might  nvai  an  earl's  in  point  of  care  and 
expensp.  Rachel  carried  me  first  to  her  own  fa- 
vourite resort,  a  poultry-yard,  storked  with  a  variety 
of  domestic  fowls,  of  the  more  rare  ns  well  as  the 
more  onliiiar>'  kinds  furnished  with  every  accommo- 
dation which  may  suit  their  various  habits.  A  rivulet 
which  spread  int')  a  pond  for  the  convcnienf*e  of  the 
aquatic  binis.  trickliKl  over  grav»'l  as  it  passed  through 
the  yards  dedicate<i  to  th«'  land  poultry,  which  were 
thus  amply  supplied  with  the  means  they  use  for 
digestion. 

All  these  creatures  seemed  to  recognise  the  presence 
of  their  mistn;ss,  and  some  especial  favourit«ts  hast- 
ened to  her  feet,  and  continual  to  follow  her  us  far  lut 
their  limits  permitted.  She  pointed  out  their  pecu- 
liariMfs  and  quaiitct*,  with  th«.-  discrimination  of  one 
who  had  made  natural  history  her  study ;  and  I  own  I 
nev<;r  looked  on  barn-door  fowls  with  st)  much  inten  st 
before— at  least  until  thev  were  tioiled  or  roasted.  I 
could  not  help  asking  the  trying  oiicniiion,  how  she 
could  onler  the  execution  of  any  of  the  creatures  of 
which  she  seemed  so  careful. 

"  It  was  painful^"  she  sairi,  **  but  it  was  according 
to  the  law  of  their  being.  They  must  die;  but  they 
knew  not  when  death  was  approaching;  and  in  mak- 
ing them  comfortable  while  they  livt^i,  we  contribiitt.'d 
to  their  happiness  as  much  as  tne  conditions  of  their 
existence  permitted  to  us." 

I  am  not  quite  of  her  mind,  .Alan.  I  do  not  i»elieve 
cithtr  pip  or  poultry  would  uiimit  that  the  chief  end 
•'»f  their  being  was  to  be  killed  and  eaten.  However, 
1  din  not  firess  the  argument,  from  which  my  Quaker 
tieemcti  rather  desirous  to  t:scape;  for,  conducting  me 
to  the  grt't'nhouse,  which  was  exti.'nsive,  and  11111.11 
with  the  choi'-esi  plants,  she  itointixi  oui  an  aviary  j 
which  occupied  the  farther  eno^  where,  she  said,  she  i 
ciii|>loycd  berself  with  attcndms  il*9  inhabitanta» ' 


without  being  distutbed  with  any  painful  recoUectwa 
concerning  their  future  destination. 

I  will  not  trouble  you  with  any  account  of  the  rw 
ous  hothousHR  nnd  gardens,  and  their  contents.  2V 
small  sum  of  nioney,  must  have  \yeen  ex^nded  i 
erecting  and  maintaining  them  in  the  exquisite  degn 
of  (Tuou  order  which  they  exhibited.  The  family, 
underst04Ki,  werec<mnect«l  with  that  of  the  celcbraia 
Millar,  and  had  imbibed  his  taste  for  flowers  and  lb 
horticulture.  But  instead  of  murdering  botanici 
namt.>s,  I  will  rather  conduct  you  to  the  poliqf^  a 
pleasure-ganlen,  which  the  taste  of  Joshua  or  hi 
father  had  extended  on  the  banks  betwixt  the  hooN 
and  river.  This  also,  in  contradistinction  to  the  pie 
vailing  simplicity,  was  ornamented  in  an  miiuail 
degree.  There  were  various  compartments,  the  oon* 
nexion  of  which  was  well  managi^l,  and  altboqi^ 
the  whole  ground  dkl  not  exceed  Five  or  six  acres,  it 
was  so  much  varied  as  to  seem  four  times  Isfiper. 
The  spacf  contained  close  alleys  and  open  walks;  i 
very  pretty  artificial  waterfall ;  a  fountain  also,  con- 
sisting of  a  considerable  jet-d'euu,  whose  streams 
glittered  in  the  sunbeams,  and  exhibited  a  contioual 
rainbow.  Thtre  was  a  cabinet  of  verdure,  as  the 
French  call  it,  to  cool  the  summer  heat,  and  theis 


was  a  terrace  sheltenil  from  the  north-east  by  a  noble 
holly  hedge,  with  all  it 
migiit  have  the  full  ad^ 
frosty  days  of  winter. 


tyano 

holly  hedge,  with  all  its  glittering  spears,  w-here  too 
migiit  have  the  full  advantage  of  the  sun  in  the  OMr 


I  know  that  you,  Alan,  will  condemn  all  this  as  bad 
and  antiquati>d;  for,  ever  since  Dodsley  has  described 
the  Leasowea,  and  talked  of  Brown's  imitations  of 
nature,  nnd  Horace  Wal Dole's  late  Essay  on  Gajdai> 
ing,  you  are  all  for  simple  nature— <'onJemn  walkiD| 
up  and  down  stairs  in  the  open  air,  and  declare  fa 
wood  and  wilderness.  But  ne  quid  nimis.  I  woola 
not  deface  a  scene  of  natural  grandiur  or  beauty,  by 
the  introduction  of  crowded  artificial  decorations; 
yrt  such  may,  I  think,  be  very  intt^resiing,  where  the 
situation,  in  its  natural  state,  otherwise  nas  no  ps^ 
ticular  charms. 

So  that  when  I  have  a  country' -house,  (who  can  ity 
how  s4Km  ?)  you  may  look  forgnjttix-s,  and  cascade^ 
ami  fountains;  nay,  if  you  vex  me  by  contradiction, 
perhaps  I  may  go  the  length  of  a  u-iiiple— so  pruvoke 
mo  not,  fur  you  set;  of  what  enormities  I  am  callable. 

.At  any  rate,  Alan,  had  you  condemned  as  artificial 
the  n.st  of  Friend  Geddcs  s  gniuiids.  there  is  a  wiUov 
walk  by  the  very  verge  of  the  stream,  so  sad,  » 
solemn,  and  so  silent,  that  it  must  have  commanded 
your  admiration.  The  brrx)k,  restrainctJ  at  the  nlti- 
mate  buuiidar>'  of  the  grounds  by  a  natural  dara-djke 
or  If-dge  of  rocks,  set;med,  even  in  it<t  present  swoln 
state,  scarct^ly  to  glide  along;  and  the  pale  willow* 
tre<s,  dropping  their  long  branches  into  ihestreim, 
imthered  around  them  little  coronals  of  the  fbara  that 
filiated  down  from  the  more  rapid  stream  above.  TTie 
hi^rli  rock,  which  fornu'd  the  op{Mjsite  bank  of  the 
bn>ok,  was  seen  dimly  through  the  branches,  and  its 
pale  nnd  s|)lintered  fi-oht,  garlanded  with  long  stnraffl* 
ers  of  briers  and  other  creeping  plants,  sei'ined  i 
barrier  lietwecn  the  (}uit;t  path  which  wc  trode,  iod 
the  toiling  and  bustling  world  biyond.  The  path 
itself,  following  the  swci-p  of  the  stream,  made  a  teiy 
gputle  cur\'c ;  enough,  however,  ser\-ed  by  its  inHee- 
tion  completely  to  hide  the  end  of  the  walk,  until 
you  arrived  at  it.  A  deep  and  sullen  sound,  whidi 
increased  as  vou  proceeded,  preuan^d  yyu  lor  this 
U'rmination,  wliieh  was  indit-d  onlv  a  plain  root-scat, 
from  which  you  looked  on  a  fall  «)f  about  six  or  seren 
feet,  where  the  brook  flung  itself  over  the  ledge  of 
natural  rock  I  ha\-e  already  mentioned,  which  that 
cn)ssefi  its  course. 

The  quiet  and  twrl^ht  sei*lusion  of  this  walk  Rli- 
dered  it  a  fit  S4^ene  for  confidential  cummuning;  ain 
having  noihiiig  iiuirc  interesting  ht  sny  to  my  Aff 
Qu.iker.  I  took  the  liberty  of  uuesiioiiiiig  her  aboat 
the  Lain);  for  you  are,  or  ought  to  b<\  awaie,  dut 
u<-xt  to  discussing  the  atl'nirsof  the  heart,  the  fairnii 
am  ntost  irr(en':jtMJ  in  those  of  thi.'ir  ntiijhboura. 

I  did  not  eonceal  either  my  curiosity,  or  the  cbccft 
whii'h  it  had  nireived  fnmi  Joshua,  and  I  saw  thtt 
mv  cimipunitm  answered  with  embarrnssment  'j 
must  not  speak  otherwise  than  truly,"  site  said;  **•» 
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errfbre  I  tril  tW,  thit  mv  brother  di^lilccs,  and  that 
fc-ar,  the  man  of  whom  tnoii  hast  nskc-d  tnr.  Per- 
tpe  wi* arc  both  wrun'z-  hut  lie  is  a  man  of  violerico, 
id  hath  f?n'nt  iiillucfiirt'  ovt-r  riiaiiy,  who,  followiri;; 
e  tradf  of  sailor!*  nnri  tiHhcrmen.  liirumc  a?  niHe  as 
e  eloinents  \iHth  which  thoy  rontend.  He  hath  no 
fiain  name  ninon^  thrni,  which  is  ndt  unusual, 
or  rude  fashion  iK-inu:  to  distinguish  each  other  by 
ckBaniin}:  and  they  have  CQllcfl  him  the  Laird  of 
t  Lakefl,  (not  remembering  there  should  be  no  one 
iled  Lonl,  j>aveoiie  (>nly,|  in  idledrrision ;  the  exhiIs 
'  «alt  water  left  by  the  tide  among  the  sands  being 
iHed  the  Lakes  of  Solway." 
"  Hoa  he  no  other  revenue  than  he  derives  from 
KW  sands?"  I  asked. 

••That  I  cannot  answer,"  replied  Rachel;  "m(?n 
If  that  he  wants  not  money,  though  he  lives  like  an 
rdinary  fif<hennan,  and  that  he  imparts  frcily  of  his 
leans  to  the  poor  around  him.  They  intimate  tiiat 
e  is  a  man  of  cons«t|uenre,  once  deei»ly  engajred  m 
leunhaimy  aifbir  of  the  rebellion,  ami  even  still  too 
luch  in  (lancer  ft-om  the  government  to  assmiie  his 
im  name.  He  is  often  absent  fnnn  his  trottage  ut 
loken-bum-eliflk,  fur  we<ks  and  months." 
"I  should  have  thouglit/'  said  J,  *'  that  ihegrovern- 
WDt  would  scarce,  at  this  time  of  day,  be  hkely  to 
roceed  against  any  one  even  of  the  most  obnoxluufl 

jbels.    Many  years  have  passed  away" 

*It  is  true,  she  replied;  **yet  such  persons  may 
iderstand  that  their  being  connived  at  depends  on 
lor  living  in  obscurity.  But  iiidef.d  then;  can  ntithing 
■rtain  be  known  among  these  rude  ]>eople.  The  tnith 
not  in  them— most  of  them  participate  in  the  un- 
wfiil  trade  betwixt  thcM*  i^arts  and  the  neighbouring 
wre  of  England ;  and  they  are  familiar  with  ever>' 
«de0  of  falsehood  and  deceit." 
*'Il  is  a  nit  V,"  I  remarke<l,  "that  your  brother  should 
ire  neighbours  of  such  a  description,  especially  as  I 
iderstand  he  is  at  some  variance  with  them." 
"Where,  wlicn,  atulaliout  what  matter?"  answered 
us  Geddea,  with  an  eager  and  timorous  anxiety, 
hich  made  me  regret  having  touched  on  the  suhjeet. 
I  told  her,  in  a  way  as  little  alanning  as  I  could 
wise,  the  purport  of  what  had  passed  betwixt  this 
liid  of  the  Lakes  and  her  brother,  at  their  morning  s 
ief\-icw. 

"You  affright  me  much,"  answeri-d  she :  "  it  is  this 
tycircunistanc<«  which  hasstrared  me  in  th«  watches 
'  the  night  When  my  brother  Joshua  withdrew 
na  an  active  share  in  the  commercial  conciTUs  of 

L father,  being  satisfied  with  the  portion  of  worldly 
Hance  which  he  already  rttssctsswl,  there  were  one 
Iwu  undertakings  in  which  he  retained  an  intert^t, 
iier  because  his  withdrawing  might  have  bt^en  pn-- 
liiciai  to  frientis,  or  because  he  wished  to  riMninwMne 
ode  of  occupying  his  time.  Amongst  the  more  im- 
rtant  of  thes«',  is  a  fishing  station  on  the  coast, 
liere,  by  certain  improved  liiodes  of  eri'ciing  snarcp, 
vniiig  at  ilie  advance  of  the  tide,  and  shutting  at 
B  reflux,  many  more  fish  are  taken  than  can  Ik-  de- 
oyed  by  those  who,  like  the  men  of  Hmken-burn, 
e  only  the  boat-net  and  sj)car,  or  fishing-HMl.  They 
mplain  of  these  tide-nets,  as  men  call  them,  as  an 
so^iiiion,  and  pn^tend  to  a  right  to  remove  and  de- 
ny iheni  by  the  strong  hand.  I  fear  me,  this  man 
vioh'nee,  wlium  they  call  the  Lain!,  will  execute 
me  his  threats,  whi«*n  cannot  be  without  both  loss 
d  danuer  to  my  brother." 

"Mr.  Gotldes,'  said  I,  "ought  to  apply  to  the  civil 
ifostrate :  there  arc  soldiers  at  Dumfries  who  would 
delaehcfi  for  his  pnitection.", 
'*Thou  sp«»ak«st,  friend  fia timer,"  answert'd  the 
ly.  "as  one  who  is  still  in  the  gall  of  bitterness  and 
■nd  of  ini<|uity.  God  forbi<l  that  we  should  entlea- 
wlu  pieserve  nets  of  Max  and  stakes  of  wo»m1,  or 
e  Mammon  of  gain  which  they  im)cure  for  ns.  by 
e  hands  of  men  of  war,  and  at  the  ri.sk  of  spilling 
iRian  l>liKxl  f 

"I  respect  your  scniph-s,"  I  repli«'d ;  "  but  since  such 
your  way  of  thinking,  your  brother  ought  to  avert 
t  dmigi  r  by  comitromise  or  subminsion." 
"Perhftf.s  It  would  be  best,"  atiHwenti  Rachel ;  "  but  , 
bateau /say?    Even  in  the  btrst-irained  tcinpt.T 
KK  may  reiDiin  aonie  leavea  of  i he  old  Adam ;  and  J 


I  know  not  whether  it  is  this  or  a  better  spirit  that 
maketh  my  brother  Joshua  determine,  that  though 
he  will  not'resist  force  by  force,  neither  will  he  yield 
up  his  right  to  mere  thn'ats,  or  enctiurage  wnmg  to 
others  by  yielding  to  menaces.  His  partners,  he 
sny.s,  confide  in  his  steadiness;  and  that  he  must  not 
disappoint  them  by  yielding  up  their  right  for  the 
ff'ar  of  the  threats  of  man,  whose  breath  is  in  his 
nostrils." 

This  observation  convinced  mc  tiiat  the  spirit  of  the 
old  sharers  of  the  si^)d  was  not  utterly  departed  even 
from  the  Ixtsnm  of  the  ptrsceful  Quaker:  and  1  could 
not  hell)  confessing  internally  that  Joshua  had  the 
right,  wneii  he  averrwl  that  there  was  as  much  cou 
rage  in  sufleranc**  as  in  exertion. 

As  we  approached  the  further  end  of  the  willow 
walk,  the  sullen  and  continuous  sound  of  the  dashing 
waters  became  still  more  and  more  audible,  and  at 
length  rend(;re<i  it  difficult  for  us  to  communicate  with 
each  odier.  The  conversation  drowjed,  but  appan>ntly 
my  crompanion  continuetl  to  dwell  u])or\  the  ajjprehen- 
sions  which  it  had  excited.  At  the  bottom  of  the 
walk,  we  obtained  a  view  of  the  cascade,  where  the 
swoln  bniok  flung  itself  in  foam  and  tumult  over  the 
notural  barrier  of  rock  which  sf.eme<l  in  vain  to  at- 
tempt to  bar  its  course.  I  gaztxl  with  delight,  and, 
turning  to  express  my  sentiments  to  my  companion, 
I  obsiTved  that  she  had  folded  her  hands  in  an  atti- 
tude of  sorrowful  resignation,  which  showed  her 
thoughts  were  far  from  the  scene  which  lay  l>efore 
her.  When  she  saw  that  her  abstraction  was  ob- 
afrv(d,  she  resumed  her  former  placidity  of  manner; 
and  having  given  me  sufficient  time  to  admire  this 
u-rrninatioii  of  our  sober  and  secluded  walk,  proposed 
that  we  should  return  to  the  house  through  her  bro- 
ther's fann.  "Even  wc  Quakers,  as  we  are  called, 
have  our  little  pride,"  she  said;  "and  my  brother 
Joshua  would  not  forgive  me,  were  I  not  to  show  thee 
the  fields  which  he  tuketh  delight  to  cultivate,  after 
the  newest  and  best  fashion ;  for  which,  I  promise 
thee,  he  hath  receive*!  nuich  praise  from  giMjd  judges, 
as  well  as  some  ridicule  from  those  who  think  it  lolly 
to  iinprove  on  the  customs  of  our  ancestors." 

As  she  spoke,  sheorxned  a  low  door,  leading  through 
a  moss  and  ivy-coven**!  wall,  the  boundary  f>f  the 
plea  sure- grounif,  into  the  open  fields ;  thmugh  which 
we  moved  by  a  c(mvenient  path,  leading,  with  gooil 
taste  and  simplicity,  by  stile  and  hwlge-row,  through 
pasturage,  and  aruble,  and  woodland ;  so  that,  in  all 
ordinary  weather,  th*!go«»d  man  might,  without  even 
soiling  nis  shoes,  ]:)crform  his  perambulation  round  the 
farm.  There  were  seats  also,  on  which  to  n'st ;  and 
though  not  adorned  with  inscriptioiis,  nor  quite  so 
frequent  in  oeeuinnee  as  those  mention*"d  in  the  ac- 
count of  the  Lensowi.'s,  their  situation  was  always 
chosi'n  with  r-.Tw.-ct  to  some  distant  prospe<'t  to  be 
commondid,  or  some  home  view  to  l)e enjoyed. 

But  what  struck  me  most  in  Joshua's  domain,  was 
the  quantity  and  the  tameiiess  of  the  game.  The  hen 
partridge  warce  abandoned  the  roost  at  the  foot  of 
the  litdge  where  she  had  assembled  her  covey,  though 
the  path  went  close  b*'Sidc  her ;  and  the  hare,  remain- 
ing on  her  fi>rm,  ga/ed  at  us  as  we  pasni^,  with  her 
full  dark  eye,  or,  rising  lazily  and  hopping  to  a  little 
distan*'*',  stoo*!  en-ct  to  look  at  us  with  more  curiosity 
than  aiiprthension.  lobserxed  to  Miss  Geddcs  the 
extreme  tameness  of  these  timid  and  shy  animals,  and 
she  infonn<fi  me  that  their  confidence  arost^  from  pro- 
tection hi  the  summer,  and  relief  during  thi;  winter. 

"They  are  ihms,"  she  t-aid,  "of  mv  brother,  who 
considers  them  as  the  better  entitled  to  this  kind- 
ni'ss  that  tliey  are  a  race  jierMecuied  by  the  w(>rld  in 
general.  He  d''nieth  himself,"  she  said,  "e\'en  th^ 
company  of  a  dog.  that  th*  si!  creatures  may  here  at 
leas!  enj*»y  undisiurbe*!  security.  Yet  this  harmless  or 
hiiuiaiie  propensitv.  or  humour,  hath  given  ofH-nce." 
shi-  ad*Ied,  "  to  uiir  dangerous  neighlxHir." 

She  t-xplnintHl  this,  by  telling  me  that  my  host  M 
th<>  prveedinc  niuht  was  remarkable  for  his  attach- 
ment to  field  sp(»rts,  which  he  pursued  without  much 
reifapd  to  the  wishrs  of  the  individuals  over  whose 
profx^rty  he  followe*!  them.  The  undtfined  mixture 
of  resiK'ct  afid  fi  ar  with  which  he  was  pmerallv 
regaided,  induced  most  of  the  ueighbounng  land- 
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holders  to  connive  nt  what  thry  would  pf>rhapi«  in 
anothrr  hnv<.>  punish'-d  ns  n  in  R|ia«8 ;  hut  Jtiflhun 
Geddcj*  woiihi  not  pcriiiit  tin*  ininiision  of  any  ow. 
upon  his  [irt-iniH  k.  niid  :i.<i  hi'  h:id  Inforo  ofKfndifi 
ik'Vfrni  co«jntr>'  n^^-i-rlihuurs,  who,  hernu*'  he  would 
neithi-r  shoot  \\\u\»i  If  nor  |  criiiit  oihi  rs  to  do  m.), 
coiiipanfl  him  to  the  do^  in  th><  nianjcer.  bo  he  now 
a;;^nrav;it(-ii  tliu  di-'plfasnri.-  whicli  the  Lnird  of  the 
L.ik«'M  hnd  nlroady  coiuvivcd  nsrninst  him,  hy  p«)9i- 
livety  dohnrrinfr  him  fniin  piirRiiinii  his  sp<jri  ovor 
hiH  grounds— "So  that."  siiid  Ra«:md  CJ^-ildeH,  "I 
eomctiiiK.s  wish  onr  lot  h;id  In.-cm  cast  f!l(((>whcTo  than  | 
in  thi<».>  pinasant  borders,  whrn;  if  we  hnci  li h4  of  | 
beauty  around  us,  we  niiirhr  have  had  a  nci^hlxMir- 
hoorl  of  p''.ie<'  and  wood- will." 

Wo  at  Ij'n^rh  returned  to  the  house,  where  Miw* 
Geddcs  showfd  me  a  small  study,  cunlaininif  a  lilile 
collection  of  hixiks,  in  two  separate  preSjW.'H. 

"I'hesc,"  said  she,  poinriii^  to  the  smaller  press, 
"will,  if  thou  hcstowe.-^t  thy  leisure  upon  thorn,  do 
fhec  gi>od}  and  these,"  pointing;  to  the  other  and 
larger  cabinet,  "ran.  I  bt-lievc,  do  thee  little  harm. 
Some  of  our|>«M)ple  do  indeed  hold,  that  evt-ry  writer 
who  is  not  with  us  is  a^ain.st  us ;  but  brother  Joshua 
is  miti'^attHl  in  his  opinionn,  and  eorresiiondeth  with 
our  friend  John  Scot  of  Amwi-11,  who  hath  himsdf 
constructed  vers«^s  well  approved  of  even  in  thi: 
world. — I  wish  tlwe  many  good  thoughts  till  our 
family  mei-t  at  the  hour  of  dinner." 

LeU  alonf>.  I  triinl  both  eolN'ciiona;  the  first  con- 
siflted  enlinly  of  rcIi;dous  and  controversial  tractit, 
and  the  lalttrr  formetl  a  small  s«>lcetion  of  history, 
and  of  moral  writers,  both  in  prose  and  verse. 

Neither  cijllection  promisin:;  much  amusiMnent, 
thou  hnst,  in  thest^  cIom^  pai^es,  the  fruits  of  my 
tediousness:  and  indv,  I  think,  writing  history  (one's 
i^elf  being  the  suli.ject)  is  aK  amusing  as  reading  that 
of  foreign  countries,  at  any  time. 
,  Sam,  still  more  drunk  than  sober,  arrived  in  due 
time  with  my  portmanteau,  and  enabled  mc  to  put 
my  drr'sa  into  order,  better  befitting  this  temple  of 
cleanliness  and  d«conim,  where  (to  coneludc)  I  be- 
lieve I  shall  be  a  wjjonrntr  for  more  days  than  one.* 

P.  S.— I  have  noted  your  adventure,  as  you  home- 
bred youths  may  perhaps  term  it,  concerning  the 
visit  of  your  doughty  liaird.  We  travellers  bold 
such  an  ineitieni  of  no  gnat  const^juenee,  though  it 
may  starve  to  tsmbellish  the  uniform  life  of  Brown's  j 
Square.  But  art  thou  not  ashamed  to  attempt  to  | 
interest  one  who  is  seeitiir  the  world  at  large,  and  ■ 
study inz  human  nature  on  a  large  scale,  by  so  haUl 
a  narrative?  Whv,  what  d(K'S  it  amount  to,  after 
nil,  but  that  a  Tory  Laird  dinetl  with  ii  Whig 
Lawvir  7  no  ver>'  uncoinmon  matter,  espe<:iolly  ns 
you  state  ^Tr.  Tlerrit.s  to  havi»  lost  the  estate,  though 
retaining  the  desigtiation.  The  T<ainl  behaves  with 
haughtiness  and  impi-rtmence— nothing  out  of  cha- 
racu^'r  in  that :  Js  nof  kiek^-d  down  stairs,  as  he  ought 
to  have  been,  were  Alan  Fairfor^i  Jialf  the  man  thai 
he  would  wish  his  friends  to  think  him.— Ay,  but 
then,  as  the  young  lawyer,  instead  of  showing  his 
friend  the  door,  chone  t<)  make  use  of  it  himself,  he 
ovurheard  the  Laird  aforesaid  ask  the  old  lawyer 
concerning  Darsie  Lntimor— no  doubt  earnestly  m- 
quiring  after  the  handsome,  accomplished  inmate  of 

*  In  evplanatinn  of  tlifii  rirRumntnnoo.  I  rannot  lirip  addini^  a 
not©  not  vpry  nfc*t*fmry  fur  the  n»iuler,  whii:li  y«t  I  rwoni  witti 

(»lc«i>iire,  IVum  rrctiiierrion  of  tUv  kintlii«M  vrliirh  it  evinrttn. 
n  early  ywilU  I  n.>>iiiii>ii  Tor  a  cim-tiilvrabl'.'  tune  in  f.ie  vir.mitji 
of  tlM  Itfctulirul  viliafo  of  K«l*n,  wliori*  my  lifi*  (•iis«'<l  m  h 
vffry  Military  iimnn(<r.  I  had  tV'w  aciiunmium;*'*  Krnrro  any 
r«im|Uinioii#,  niid  lNMjk«,  wlnoh  werv  nt  tlio  tunc  almoiit  tumin- 
tial  Ui  my  liO|i[»i'i(>iiii.  witc  ilufl-^u't  t<t  c<ii»u  l>y.  It  wit*  tli«n 
that  I  wtii  piirtioulitrl)- irtdi'htfd  to  Uhi  lib**raiity  and  f^iend- 
nhip  of  nn  old  lady  of  I'lo  .Sin'iciy  of  Prjendii.  cmiiv>nt  for  Iwr 
|ii>iifi\'<ili>ncft  and  charitir.  Her  d^r*  ai>>d  )ni-bnii(i  )uid  hn>n  a 
int'diniil  nuin  of  «miiionrr>,  nrul  U-fr  I:it.  wiili  otltf^r  valuable 
pro|)«rty.  a  nuibII  and  wcil  Milfciod  litirary.  Ttiiii  thn  kind  old 
lady  tHTiin'tcii  ntv  to  ruiiimaac  at  |i|)-n<uro.  und  o.irry  liomp 
mrlial  vnlumr-ii  t  <-ho«r.  on  c'lnditiou  tlwit  I  rihoold  luk«>.  nt  llie 
iwni(«  tjmi;,  ;iiinit>  of  llie  trui'lii  p:-iiitt;il  fi>r  (.•ncntmicinir  nnd  ex- 
lendiiitf  th-.<  due  trin*^  of  lu*r  own  mt.i  8lii'did  niit<ivi>n  e.xari 
any  a-Miironc^  iltat  I  wimld  n*ad  iln'Mf  i><-iforniauc(>!t,  bvint  too 
joiUy  tifm:d  '•!  invtilviit:.'  mr  in  a  b'^arli  of  |-roini«*,  hut  wa^ 
momly  (k"iiri<u4  (lint  I  i>hoiUd  liav(>  Tjie  chancn  of  iiwiruction 
within  my  r*-arli,  in  r.B.fv  wliim,  curio«»ty.  ur  aecidoiit,  inisht 
indao)  me  to  have  rocoiUM  to  iL 


his  family,  who  has  no  lately  made  Tliemis  hir  bow, 

nnd  d<T|inrd  thi*  honour  of  follitwing  her  father. 
Voii  laugh  at  me  for  my  ainlrawn  catdlcs;  hut  con- 
fi*ss,  have  tiicy  not  .iim  r  ftMiting,  in  g'ncral,  than  two 
wonls  sfM^ki'M  by  such  a  man  as  Hcrn'-w?  And  ye!— 
and  yet  -I  would  inlly  tlicMnaittr  ofC  Alun;  but  in 
dark  n:gliis,  t-vtn  the  ghiw-wortn  bccoriH-s  an  object 
of  lustre,  and  to  one  plungni  in  my  uncertRiDty  and 
ignorance,  the  slightest  gii  am  that  iiroirtlsi.-t»  intdli- 
gcnee^  is  interesting.  My  life  i.^like  the  BubterraneiD 
river  m  the  Peak  of  Derby,  visible  only  where  it 
crosses  the  cekbrart^l  cavern.  I  am  here,  and  ibii 
much  I  know;  but  wh«  re  I  have  sfining  from,  or 
whither  my  course,  of  life  is  tike  to  tend,  who  soilf 
tell  me  i  Vour  father.  tcK/.  seemed  interested  and 
alariiuwi,  and  talked  of  writing;  would  to  heaven  he 
may !— I  »cnd  daily  to  the  po»t-iown  for  letien. 


LETTER  VIII. 

ALAN  FAiarORP  TO  DASFIK  LATTMEB 

Thou  may  at  clap  thy  wings  and  crow  as  iboQ 
plfas<.st.  \  ou  go  in  search  of  adventures,  but  admi- 
tiires  come  to  me  uns<iught  for;  and  oh!  in  what  a 
pli  using  shape  came  mine,  since  it  arrived  in  the  form 
of  a  client--and  a  fair  client  to  boot !  What  think  yoa 
of  that.  Darsie,  you  who  are  such  a  sworn  squire  of 
daiui.-s  .'  Will  this  not  match  my  adventures  witb 
thine,  that  hunt  Milmon  on  horseback,  and  will  it  not, 
bi'sides,  edipsf!  the  hi8tor>'  of  a  whole  tribe  uf  Broad- 
brims 7    But  I  must  proctx-d  mcihodieallv. 

When  I  returned  to-day  from  the  college,  I  wu 
surprised  to  see  a  bn)ad  grin  distrudiiig  the  adiut 
countenance  of  (he  faithful  Jnuies  Wilkinson,  whidi, 
as  the  circumstance  sildom  happens  abo%'c  once 
a-year,  was  inatter  of  si>:uc.  surprise.  Mon.-over.  be 
had  a  Knowing  glance  with  his  eye.  which  I  should 
havi;  as  soon  expi-et«.tl  from  a  dumb-waiter— an  arti- 
cle of  furniture,  to  which  James,  in  his  usual  atatf, 
may  l>c  happily  assimilated.  "What  the  devil  ia  tho 
matter,  Jam«;s7** 

"The  devil  may  be  in  the  ntatter.  for  aught  Ik«n," 
said  Jainus,  with  anoiher  provoking  grin;  ^for  here 
has  hei  n  a  woman  cut linii  lor  vou,  Maisier  Alan.*' 

"A  woman  calling  fi)r  iin.'?'^  Mid  I  in  surprise;  for 
you  know  well,  that  eKC*M>ting  old  Aunt  l*eggy,  who 
coin<-}i  to  dinner  of  a  Sunday,  and  the  still  older  Lady 
lhf]r«v^ket,  whoealU  tt  ii  times  a-year  for  the  fuiarteriy 
payment  of  her  Jointure  of  lour  huiuired  mcFRS,  a  fe- 
male scarce  upproai  hes  our  threshold,  as  my  father 
visit**  ail  his  fi  male  clients  at  their  own  loiigin^s. 
Jam' s  proti  sted,  howevi  r,  that  there  had  tceil  &bidy 
calling,  and  for  me.  "  As  bonny  a  lass  as  I  have  seen, 
addetl  Jame.M,  "  since  J  was  in  the  Fuiwleers,  nnd  kept 
comiiany  with  Peg  Baxter."     Thou    knowist   oil 
James's  gay  recollections  go  back  to  the  peritid  of  his 
military  sirvice.  the  years  he  has  spiint  in  ourahaTUie 
probably  tiecn  dull  enough. 

"Did  the  lady  leave  uo  name  nor  place  of  ad- 
dre.«*s?" 

'*No,"  replied  James;  "but  she  askod  when  yon 
wad  he  at  hame,  and  I  apnointed  her  for  twelve 
o'clock,  when  the  house  wad  be  quiet,  and  your  far 
ther  nt  the  Dank." 

"For  shame,  James!  how  can  you  think  my  fa- 
ther's beiim  at  hoiite  or  abroad  could  be  uf  conae- 
quence?— The  lady  is  of  course  a  dewnt  pc-n-on  T' 

"J'se  uphaud  her  that,  sir— she  i*  nane  of  your— 
irA«r"— IHere  Jaims  suppliid  a  blank  with  a  low 
whistle]— "but  1  didiia  hen— my  muister  makes  an 
unco  wark  if  a  woman  coints  hen." 

1  passed  info  my  own  riHim,  n«it  ill-pleaped  thni  my 
fatluT  was  absent,  notwiihstand ins  I  had  thou^:htif 
pro|jcr  to  n  huke  James  for  having  so  conrrivt^lt,  I 
disarranged  my  bouks,  to  give  thimi  the  np{>earanoQ 
of  a  ura'.-cful  confusion  on  the  table,  ami  laying  my 
foils  (u!<el...ss  since  your  d*  partim*)  iw-romf  the  mantel- 
piece, that  the  lady  might  ste  I  waA  /iim  ATartetp^am 
JMci-rnrio  -I  endi,:ivuiirid  to  dis|K>se  my  dress  fo  aa 
to  resemble  an  eleuant  morninij  disliMbifle — gave  my 
hair  the  jieiural  shade  oi'  {^>t>wiier  whiidi  marks  the 
:;cntlei(ian— laid  my  wateh  and  sials  on  the  table,  lo 
hint  lUat  I  uud«rstuod  ihtj  value  of  time  i  and  whca  I 


vin.. 


REDGADNTLET. 


id  Rmde  all  (hem  Rimnpcmrnid— of  wnich  I  am  n 
tk  afchfiiitc^  when  I  think  «>f  (hcni— 1  liHd  nothing; 
ifler  to  fio  tlinn  to  ivatrli  the  <iial-plnt(>  till  rhi*  imir-x 
liiittti  to  noon.  Five  niininr«  <la|  s?cil.  wlnrli  I  nl- 
wtti  for  v-.iriiiiion  of  d«x:ks— tivi'  iiiiiiuiinnKirM  nn- 
:red  UH*  anxioius  anti  ciuulirfiil— nnd  tivc  ntiiiuUrs 
niv  wovM  hnvc  inad«>  mn  impatient. 
Lauizh  ai»  thou  wilt ;  but  rentemhcr.  Dnr&io,  I  v,ii-?  a 
iwrtr.  exr4*etinfr  bis  hrt>t  client— a  y(nin^  man.  how 
uhetiv  bnxl  up  I  iiepd  not  mnind  yoii,  expect  in;;  a 
rivate  inU'r\'iew  with  a  young  and  beautiful  woman. 
Ill  ere  the  thinl  term  of'Hi^c  minuter  lind  <  InpRxl,  the 
oor-belt  was  heard  to  tinkle  l«)w  and  modeitily,  us  if 
loclml  hy  pome  tunid  hand. 
JanH-8  irVilkiniion,  swift  in  noiliin?.  is.  qr  thou 
Do«-Mt.  iieoui:ar!y  fIow  in  answerinf?  ih<'  door-Kell: 
lid  1  reck<»ii«<l  on  f\\v  minutes  <;<>ui:,  i  re  his  {kdenni 
'rp  f'wn-ld  have  a.^oetided  th«  tiiair.  Time  eiiuuiiii, 
noi:sdit  I,  tor  a  |Niep  thnniidi  the  b.'inds  and  wmh  Uhh- 
.Tiinir  to  the  wiiid<»w  accordingly,  l^i't  1  reckoiKti 
iihout  my  l»os*t;  for  James,  who  hnd  iiis  own  curi- 
my  as  well  a«  I,  was  IvingKrr/ii  in  the  lol»liy,  ready 
)oiHrn  at  the  firM  tinkfe:  and  there  wji5»,  "Tllis  way. 
w'ani— Ves,  ma'am— The  lady,  Mr.  Alan,''  before  I 
Wid  pot  to  the  chair  in  whieli  I  pror<)«eil  to  hedis- 
ivtred.  fkated  in  all  iepal  dianiiy.  The  eons^'iuup- 
esffof  btinu  half  cnueht  in  the  net  of  |(rpin:r,.ioinid 
I  that  native  air  of  awkward  haHhfuIni  ^'R  of  which  I 
tn  told  ihe  law  will  aoon  frve  me.  kept  me  sJandidi? 
n  the  floor  in  Fonie  confii<iion  :  wlii'.o  the  liidy,  tlis- 
.inctrted  on  lur  part,  remuiiud  on  ih<'  thn^h'old  of 
*  room.  Jnmef*  Wilkinson,  who  had  his  jnnws 
io«i  about  him,  and  wa»:  ivrhanfi  wiilinir  lo  proton:; 
i>i»iay  in  the  apartment,  luisied  hinipell'iii  petjinjr  a 
hair  li»r  ilie  lady,  and  RTalh-d  me  to  my  miod  hn.ed- 
i^ehy  the  hint.  I  in\ited  her  to  take  pd.<>pei>Ron  of  it, 
iiil  bid  James  wiihdrnw. 

My  vieitiT  was  undeniably  a  Indv,  and  probably 
oiwidtrably  above  the  ordinary  rank— very  nuMjenr, 
!».  jud^in<rfrom  the  mixtun.;  of  prace  and  timidity 
nth  whteh  !«he  moved,  ami  at  my  c  ntr?  aiy  pat  down. 
It-r  (jft^p  was,  I  slioutd  pupi<»{k.s  lN>th  luiridfiome  nud 
L^uonabU*;  but  it  was  much  eoneenled  by  a  walk- 
nui^toak  oi  urecn  eilk,  fancifully  emliroidered ;  in 
khirh.  though  heavy  for  the  peat((>i),  lur  person  was 
nvrIoi)Ml,  and  which,  moreover,  was  furnithtd  with 

The  drvil  take  that  howl,  Darsie !  for  I  was  iii.«l 
lUe  to  dii*tiiiiniifh  that,  pullui  aR  it  wat«  over  the  faei , 
lonnceaUd  from  nK-,  as  I  waH«)nvinct;d.  one  of  ilic; 
JRttiest  cimntenanct-H  I  have  seen,  and  which,  from  a 
KflM  of  end>armfiefnent,  K-enud  to  hv.  rrimsoiied 
aith  a  deep  bbi^h.  I  eould  mr  her  coinpit  xion  was 
iKauoful— tier  chin  finely  turned— her  lirs  ct>rid— and 
bertHth  rivals  to  iv<iry.  Kut  fnrthir  the  depoiunt 
■jftlh  not:  for  a  chsp  of  ^rdd.  ornanuntid  witii  a 
npphire,  closed  thccnvioiiB  munile  umler  the  ineoy- 
aita's  throat,  and  the  cursed  hood  concealed  entirely 
ibe  upper  part  of  tlie  face. 

loii^ht  »o  have  spfjke  first,  that  i.«i  certain  ;  but  ere 
Ifoiiid  «i.t  my  phraM*  well  arrant?!  d,  the  yeuni;  lady. 
rvmler«<ddef<perate.  I  .<*uppot$e,  by  my  he^itatioll,  opem^ 
tMronverK<'iliun  h«  rwif. 

"1  fear  I  am  an  intruder,  nir— I  exi^ctul  to  meet  an 
Pwrly  c^ntlenian.*' 

Tliin  biMi^hi  me  to  myself.  "  ^Ty  father,  madam, 
Pffha^!?.  lint  yon  inquired  for  .Alan  Fairfurd— my 
*th'r  it  nnine  b«  Alexander." 

"It  is  Mr.  Alan  Fairford,  undoubtixlly,  with  whom 
[vifhtd  to  h'peak."  fIic  t^aid,  with  ^n  ater  r-onfusion ; 
"latl  wati  tuid  that  he  was  advanced  in  life." 

"Some  niif>iuk«',  madam.  I  presume,  hiiwixt  my 
r«her  ami  iny>elf-  our  Chriniiun  names  have  the. 
wnie  initials,  tliouirli  the  tenninations  are  ililleri.nt. 
-\~l-  I  would  <*Ht*f  ni  it  a  mopt  foriunate  niinake 
if  I  roi.ld  have  the  honour  of  supplyiri;  my  foihtr'« 
^ee  in  any  thinp  that  could  be  of  yervico  to  j«'u." 

"You^  ari'  v«ry  obiiuin^,  nir."  A  r  aiw.*,  during 
vhirh  Mie  eecmtd  unJetLTinined  whellier  to  .  \>i:  or 
ut  mill. 

;'l  am  ji»sl  about  to  be  cal!«l  to  the  1  ar.  m<idani,** 
Mid  I.  iii  hf•f>4^  lo  remove  her  beuiiK-?  to  oivii  lur 
t-itttonie;  "and  if  my  advice  or  opinion  could  In- 
it  tht;  bli^htefti  use,  alihouj^  I  cuiiuot  presume 


to  pay   that  they  are  much  to  be  dcfumdcd  upoii, 

yet" 

The  jady  an)?c  "  I  am  truly  pen.shle  of  your  kind- 
nfpp,  sir;  and  I  have  no  doubt' o!  xni.r  talents.  I  will 
b'  veryi>lnin  wiili  yc»u— it  /.«  w.ni  «b«.m  1  eame  to 
visit:  allliou^li,  now  that  we  iiave  nut,  I  titKi  it  will 
be  much  belter  that  I  should  commit  my  comniuni- 
cntion  to  wrifiii;Lr." 

"I  hop^-,  madam,  you  will  not  be  po  rniel— Fotan- 
talizin;^,  I  would  pay.  (\>nsidi  r,  you  art;  my  first 
cJicnt— your  buHiie?F  my  firi^i  c<niPiiltntion— dtmotdo 
me  the  di^phatiiiie  of  withdrawini;  vour  ci>niidence 
because  I  urn  a  lew  years  younirer  ihaii  you  finn  lo 
have  expeetid— My  ntu  iit'iun  frliall  make  aniiiids  for 
niy  want  oi'  expr  rienc*.."' 

"1  liave  no  tloi.bt  of  either,"  said  the  ladv,  in  a 
fiTuxc  lone,  caUulsitid  to  n  hi  rain  the  air  of  gallantry 
with  which  I  had eM(U-avo»ired  lo  addnpp  her.  "But 
when  you  have  reoived  my  letter,  you  will  find  mmd 
reuHons  assi^iKxl  why  a  writien  communicaiioii  will 
hist  suit  mv  puq-'OPe.  I  wish  you,  sir,  a  p.KKi  morn- 
ing." Aiaf  phe  left  the  aparti'nniT,  her  r-ixjr  batfled 
couiiPil  pera[iin?,  anil  bowing,  and  apologizing  for 
anv  thin;?  that  iruirhi  havi-  bien  dipa^neubh;  to  her, 
althouuh  the  front  of  my  ofTJ  nee  pt«  n.-s  to  be  my 
bavin;:  b(  en  ni*eo\ered  lo  be  younger  than  my  father. 
The  door  was  (»penod—  out  .^he  went— walked  alon;; 
the  paviinent,  tumid  doun  ihec!oi;:e.  and  |-ut  the  sun, 
I  believe,  into  br.r  pocket  when  >he  di?api»eared,  po 
pufldt nly  (I'd  duliics'p  and  durkiicpy  pink  down  on  the 
square,  whrn  phe  was  no  Itin^rer  vis!bl«.'.  1  Ptotul  for 
a  moment  as  if  I  had  l>een  senp<.*Kp¥,  not  reeollectins 
what  a  fund  of  entertainnunt  I  iiiusi  have  supplied 
to  our  watchful  fiiciidp  on  th«  oilier  pide  of  ihtjprwn. 
Then  it  dnrird  on  my  mind  ihat  I  niiiiht  rioi;  her,  and 
apciriain  at  h  .ist  who  «>r  what  phe  wap.  OfT  1  p<t — 
mil  down  ihe  elof-e  win  re  sle  w:ip  no  longer  to  be 
se*n,  and  deinai.dr.jl  of  j-.ne of  tlieily*  r's  lads  whether 
he  hail  Pi^n  a  lady  ^'odown  iheclopc,  or  had  obsirvwi 
which  way  she  turiunl. 

**  A  \i  (Idy ! '—  said  ilie  dy  r,  ptarin^  at  mc  with  his 
rainbow  countenance.  "3Tr.  Alan,  what  lakes  you 
out,  riiiiiinii:  like  daft,  ^^iihoiit  voir  hat  ?'' 

**The  divil  tjdvc  my  hat!''  answered  I,  runnins 
back,  huwever,  in  quist  of  it ;  Kiiatch(d  it  up,  ai.d 
apiin  sallied  forth.  Ihit  ai- 1  r(  ai  Iml  the  lu  ad  of  tho 
cIi'HMUiie  more.  I  had  seiue  enoiiL-h  to  lejolliet  that 
all  piirMiit  would  he  now  in  vain.  Ui  skIcp,  1  paw  my 
fririid,  the  journeyman  <i\er,  in  elns«'  eonfabLlatiuii 
wiih  a  pea-^'re(  11  i « rs(  .lai'e  (»f  his  ov.n  pinA-psion, 
and  was  coiiseidi.^.  like  ^ernb,  that  th«  y  talked  of 
me.  bt cause'  ihey  laii.hed  e«iiisiimerilv.  1  had  no 
mind,  by  a  peei'iiid  >)ifi(!r!)  api  <  aranrr,  to  corfiiin  tho 
refiort  ibat  .Advocate  KanlDrd  was  "'^;u  ndaft,"  which 
had  probably  ppnad  I'rom  (.'ampbi  li'p  e!(jp« -fe)i>t  to 
the  Meal -market  Siaiii:;  and  Po  blunk  Lack  within 
niv  own  htde  acain. 

iMy  firfft  einiMtiNiiniit  was  to  reniove  all  traresof 
thal'<h;:ant  nnd  faneilid  di<i  opition  f»f  my  e'fU*ct8, 
from  which  I  harl  h<ipe«i  for  so  nii.ch  crrdit ;  liur  1  was 
now  as!iamcd  and  anvry  at  having  thou;:ht  an  instant 
upon  the  motle  of  iei(ivin«  a  vitit  which  had  com- 
menced Po  aiateably,  hut  itrminated  in  a  manner  so 
iinpatipfaetory.    I  i>iit  my  fulios  in  the  irphieep— threw 
tile  foils  into'lhe  dr>siiiL'-(  lut-et— tornuntini?  nij'wlf 
all  the  while  with  the  iruitlefs  doul^t,  whdhrrlhad 
nrpp«il  an  epprirtuniiy  ur  fpe.npKl  a  ptrnta^'<-m,  or 
wheiher  th»'  young  ptrpe»n  hacfbeen  really  startled, 
as  phe  p'-*  niitl  \o  imimatc,  bv  the  extreme  youth  of 
,  her  iiiienried  U^:il  ad\is<  r.    The  mirror  was  not  un- 
.  nalurally  calh^  in  to  aid ;  and  that  eabinet-counp«fl- 
j  lor  proiuuuieed  me  rather  phori,  thiek-Pi  t,  with  a  cast 
of  f(aiur(s  fitter,  1  truPt,  for  the  bar  than  the  l.all— 
nt)t  hisnd.-eiiue  iiioiiL-h  hir  blu^hin^;  vir^in.«>  to  pine  for 
i-.iy  sake,  OI  even  to  invent  shimi  eap«P  lo  briiiR  them 
I  to  my  chaiiibt  rs--yet  not  ii^'l\  <  nou^-.h,  <  ither.  lo scare 
I  the^pi  away  who  e;in:e  on  n'al  hiisnuK— elnik,  to  be 
;  sure,  but  nieri  nunt  ln;ui  iuthi—xWry  lire  pfeliy  things 
I  tok>  said  in  tavour  of  ihai  t  ompltxii  n. 
I     At  lenutli-as  eomuKin  Fen*e  will  j;et  the  Initter  in 
:  rU  oasis,  when  a  man  will  but  .i;i\e  ir  fair  pljy^I 
'  bcftan  tf»  piand  eeiivicnd  in  my  own  mind,  as  an  aps 
.  be!ore  the  interview,  for  having  e.\|'-«rnd  tuo  niueh^- 
i  au  abB  during;  the  in  let  view,  Um  ha\i»^  faiW  lo  ex- 
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▼m 


tracl  the  Iady*«  pro!  purpose— mid  an  especial  ass, 
now  that  it  wns  ovit,  for  iliinkinj?  so  much  about  it 
But  I  can  think  of  nothini;  elM',  and  thcnifore  I  aui 
delLTinined  to  think  of  this  to  tt'inie  ^ockI  purpose. 

Vou  rHMifnib^T  MurluULfh  O'Hara  »  defenre  of  the 
Catluilic  (h»c  trine  of  rorif(L'H*ion;  hwause,  "by  hi»8oul, 
his  diriif  wiTu  always  a  ureal  burden  to  his  mind,  tiU 
ht  had  told  thorn  to  the  j»rit:i»t ;  and  once  eonfcssc*], 
he  nt'Ver  thought  more  alwui  them."  1  have  tried  his 
re<\ ipt,  ihertfon; ;  and  having  ijountl  my  8e<.*ret  mor 
tifiiratioii  into  thy  trusty  ear,  I  will  tlunk  no  more 
about  this  maid  of  the  mist. 

Who,  with  DO  fkc«,  aa  'twere,  oatfiioed  me.** 


Plague  on  her  grern  mantle,  she  can  be  nothing 
better  than  a  fairy ;  she  keeps  possession  of  my  head 
yet!  -AH  during  dinner-time  I  was  terribly  absent; 
but,  luckily,  my  father  pave  the  whole  cn-dit  of  my 
reverie  to  the  aostract  nature  of  the  oortrine,  Vinco 
rinccntem^  creu  vinco  tt ;  uiM>n  which  broi^ard  of  law 
the  Professor  this  inomiiig  Iwtiiretl.  So  I  ^oi  an  early 
dismissal  to  my  own  crib,  and  here  am  I  studyiri|f,  in 
om;  sense,  rinrera  Tincen/<m,  m  g«;t  the  better  ol  the 
silly  passion  of  curioHity— I  think— I  think  it  amounts 
to  ntithinu:  elw.*  -which  has  tnken  surh  r>()Sse!>sion  of 
iny  imaginalion.  ami  is  (H'rpetually  worrying  mc  with 
the  question— will  she  write  or  no  ?  She  will  not— 
she  will  not !  So  says  Reasf^n,  and  adds.  Why  should 
she  take  thetmuble  to  enter  into  corri-si»ondcnce  with 
one,  who,  instead  of  a  bold,  alert,  prompt  gallant, 
pnwed  a  chickenhearted  boy,  and  left  her  the  whole 
BwkwnnlnesH  of  explanation,  which  he  should  have 
met  half-way  ?  But  then,  says  Fancy,  she  trill  write, 
for  she  was  not  a  bit  that  sort  of  perstjn  whom  you, 
3[r.  ResMon,  in  your  wi^Hloin.  take  her  to  be.  >She 
WAS  disconcerttMi  enough,  without  my  adding  to  iier 
distress  by  any  impudent  conduct  on  my  part.  And 
she  will  write,  for 

By  Heaven,  she  has  written,  Darsie,  and  with  a 
vengeance  !— Here  is  her  letter,  thrown  into  the 
kitchen  by  a  cadie,  too  fnithfut  to  b<'  bril)ed,  either  l»y 
money  or  whi.sk v,  to  say  more  than  that  he  n'Ctived  it, 
with  sixpt^nce,  fiom  an  ordinary-I^Xiking  woman,  as 
he  was  plying  on  his  station  near  tlie  Cro:»s. 

"fob  ALAN  FAIRFORO,   EEQUIBE,  BABBISTER. 

"Sib, 

"  Excuse  my  mistake  of  to-day.  I  had  accident- 
nlly  learned  that  Mr.  Darsin  Latimer  had  un  intimate 
friend  and  associate*  in  a  Mr.  A.  Fairford.  When  I 
inquired  for  such  a  per^in,  he  was  pointed  out  to  me 
1^  the  Cross,  (as  I  think  the  Exchange  of  your  city 
is  called,)  in  the  character  of  a  nnn-clahle  elderly 
man— your  father,  as  I  now  understand.  On  inynirj- 
nt  Brown^s  Smian-,  where  I  nnderstoo«l  he  residitl, 
I  usifl  the  full  name  of  .Man.  which  naturallv  oc- 
casioned you  the  tnjuhle  of  this  day's  visit.  t*iK>n 
further  inquiry,  I  am  h-d  to  U'lieve  that  you  are  Ukely 
10  be  the  person  most  active  in  the  matter  to  which  I 
am  now  alxiut  to  direct  your  attention  ;  and  I  regret 
much  that  circumstances,  ari.*iing  out  of  my  own 
jiarticular  situation,  prevent  my  eommunicatmg  to 
you  ptrsonally  what  I  now  apprize  you  of  in  this 
manner. 

'*  Vour  frienrl.  Mr.  Darsie  T.atimer,  is  in  a  sitiiation 
of  considerable  danger.  Vou  are  doubtless  aware, 
that  he  hns  l»etm  canti<mrd  not  to  trust  hiins<.'If  in 
England— Now,  if  he  has  not  abs^ilutely  transgressed 
thistriendly  injunction,  he  has  at  least  approachi-rJ  as 
n<-nr!y  to  the  inenaced  dnngir  as  he  could  do  con- 
hi«ientlv  with  the  letter  of  the  prohibition.  He  hn^ 
chosen  "his  al)ode  in  a  nei«hbourho<id  very  perilous  to 
him ;  and  ii  is  only  by  a  sin-etly  return  to  Erlinhurgh, 
or  at  least  by  a  removal  to  some  mon-  n-niote  part  of 
Scotland,  that  he  can  eHtaiie  the  machinations  of 
thoxif  whose  laimity  he  has  to  fear.  I  nnist  speak  in 
in\>?er>',  but  my  wonis  are  not  the  bss  rtrtain  ;  and, 
1  believe,  vou  know  enough  of  your  friend's  fortunes 
l<i  be  aware,  that  I  could  n;»'  write  this  much  without 
bein^  tvcii  inoie  intimate  with  tliem  than  you  are. 


"If  he  cannot,  or  will  not,  take  the  advice  htn 

given,  it  is  niy  opinion  that  you  should  join  him,  it 

possible,  without  delay,  and  urgi*,  by  your  personal 

j  presence  and  entreaty,  the  arguments  whidi  maf 

froxe  xneHi.*<:nial  in  writing.  One  word  more,  and 
implore  of  yo«ir  candour  to  take  it  as  it  is  meant 
.\o  one  supposi-s  that  Mr.  Fairford's  xral  in  hit 
friend's  service,  needs  to  be  quickened  by  merceoary 
moiK-es.  But  rept>rt  says  that  Mr.  Alan  Fairfoid  not 
having  yet  entered  on  his  professional  career,  may,  in 
such  a  case  as  this,  want  the  meansy  though  he  can- 
not want  the  inclination,  to  act  with  prompiinide. 
The  enck^sed  note,  Mr.  .4lan  Fairford  must  be  pleaisi 
to  consider  as  his  first  professional  emolument ;  mi 
she  who  sends  it  hopes  it  will  be  the  omen  of  n- 
l>ounded  succestt,  though  the  fee  come  from  a  haixi  n 
unknown  as  that  of  "Gbcex  AlA^rrLi." 

A  bank  note  of  20/.  was  the  enclosure,  and  the' 
whole  incident  left  me  speechless  with  aslonishnienL 
I  am  not  able  to  read  over  the  beginning  of  my  owi 
It'tter,  wiiich  forms  the  introduction  to  this  extraur- 
dinary  communication.  I  only  know  that,  thm^ 
inixifl  with  a  quantity  of  fooU.-ry,  ((iod  knows,  very 
much  dili'erent  from  my  present  feelings,)  it  gives  an 
account  suihcientiy  accurate,  of  the  mysterious  per- 
son from  uiioni  this  letter  (»mes,  and  tha^I  have 
neither  time  nor  patience  to  se{iarafe  the  ab«urdcon»> 
mentary  from  the  text,  which  it  is  no  necessary  yoa 
should  Know. 

Combine  this  warning,  so  strangely  conveyed,  wiik 
the  caution  iinpreSHcd  on  y<m  by  your  London  corrt*" 
pondent,  Grifnthis  against  your  viniing  England^ 
with  the  character  of  your  Laird  of  the  Sidway  Lakes 
—with  the  lawless  habits  of  the  people  on  that  fron- 
tier c<juntr\',  where  warrants  are  not  easily  executed, 
owing  to  the  jealousy  entertained  by  either  cuuniiy 
o(  the  legal  interference  of  the  other;  remember,  that 
oven  Sir  John  Fielding  said  to  my  father,  that  he 
could  never  trace  a  rogue  beyond  the  BrigKend  at 
Dumfries— think  that  the  distinctions  of  Whig  and 
Tory,  Papist  and  Protestant,  still  kt-ep  that  couniiy 
in  a  lo4ise  and  comparatively  lawless  state— think  el 
all  this,  my  dearest  Darsie,  and  n^nieuiber  that,  white 
at  this  Mount  Shanjo  of  yours,  y»>u  are  residing  with 
a  family  actually  nieuaced  with' forcible  inierferruce, 
and  who,  while  their  obstinacy  provokes  viidenoe, are 
by  principle  bound  to  abstain  from  resistance. 

N'ay,  let  me  tell  vou  professionally,  that  the  le^il- 
ity  ol  the  nn^de  of  fishing  practised  bv  your  fntad 
Jo.«h)ia,  is  greatly  doubtedby  our  best  lawyers:  and 
that,  if  the  stake-nets  be  considered  as  actually  an 
unlawful  oltstruction  raised  in  the  channel  ut  the 
ei^uury,  an  assembly  of  innrsons  who  shall  proceed, 
rin  fai'ti,  to  pull  down  and  destroy  them,  woukl  not, 
in  the  e>  e  of  the  law,  be  esteemed  guilty  ot'a  riot.  Sob 
by  remaining  where  you  are,  you  are  likely  to  been- 
ungi  d  in  a  quarrel  with  which  you  have  nothiiig  » 
do.  and  thus  to  enable  your  enemies,  whoever  toeM 
may  bo,  to  execute,  amid  the  confusion  of  a  ^iienl 
hubbub,  whatever  designs  they  may  have  againft 
your  personal  safety.  Black-fishers,  poachen.  and 
smucglen*,  are  a  sort  of  gentry  that  will  not  lie  mudi 
checked,  either  by  your  Uuaker's  texts,  or  by  yosr 
i-hivalr>-.  If  you  htv  Don  Quixote  enough  to  lay  lanee 
in  rest,  in  defence  of  those  of  the  stake-net,  and  uf  the 
s.id-coloun'd  garment,  I  pronounce  you  but  a  kMt 
knight ;  for,  as  I  said  iK'fore,  I  doubt  if  theae  potent 
rt^dn-ssers  of  wrongs,  the  justices  and  constables,  will 
hold  thems<lvea  warranted  to  interfere.  In  a  word. 
n;turri,  my  ilear  Amadis ;  the  adventure  of  the  Solway- 
nets  is  not  reserved  for  your  worship.  Come  ba«, 
and  I  will  b<.'  your  faithful  Sancho  Panxa  upon  a  mora 
hopeful  quest.  We  will  b«^at  about  ti>griher,  in  seorfh 
of  this  Urganda,  the  Unknown  8lu!  of  the  Green  Mao* 
tie.  who  can  reail  this,  the  riddle  of  thy  fate,  better  thin 
wis**  Eppie  of  Buck  ha  von,*  or  Cassandra  herself 

I  would  fain  trifle,  Dars^ic;  for  in  debating  with 
you.  jests  will  sometimes  go  farther  than  arguijieots 
hut  I  am  sick  at  heart,  and  cannot  ketp  the  ball  up 
If  you  have  u  moment's  rreard  for  the  frieiMtship  vi 
have  so  often  vowt^  to  each  other,  let  my  wishes  fol 

-  Wi:!!  koowo  IB  Ou!  Ctup-Buuk.  ct'.led  ilie  Hutoiy  ofBKfcr 
naviiL 


DC.] 


RKDOAUNTLET. 


t  inwail  over  your  own  ventnmnF  and  mmRntic 
tpcr.  I  am  quite  scrioufl  in  thinking  t)mt  tlip  iii- 
Mtion  comniuniciitoii  to  my  fntlier  by  (his  Mr. 
met,  and  the  adinoniiory  Ifttcrof  tho  yoiiiis;  laciy, 
LT upon  each  other;  and  that,  were  you  here,  you 
dil  learn  sutnethin;!  from  uiie  or  other,  or  ln>tn 
h,  (hat  niijriit  throw  lii;ht  on  your  hirth  arui  parent- 
!.  Vo*i  wUl  not,  Mirely,  prcfiTan  idle  whiui  to  the 
wpoct  which  w  ihiMhfld  out  (o  vou7 
!  would,  asrrenhiy  to  the  hint  I  have  received  in 
s  young  lady's  letter,  (for  I  am  confident  that  Huch 
Mr  condiiipn.)  have  ere  now  l)een  with  you  to  urxc 
BM  ihinKis  instead  of  iMinriiiK  them  out  uix>n  pHi>er. 
a  you  know  that  the  day  for  my  trial  is  a|>pomted; 
tare  already  gone  thniugh  the  form  of  bein^  intro- 
ted  to  the  uxaminatorts  and  have  gotten  my  titles 
Hgned  me.  All  this  shoqld  npt  keep  rue  at  home, 
II  my  father  woukj  view  any  irregularity  upon  this 
I  aa  a  mortal  blow  to  the  hopes  wnicri  he  has 


Mmhed  niovt  fondly  during  his  lite ;  viz.  my  bein^ 
lUed  to  the  bar  with  some  credit.  For  my  own 
til,  I  know  there  is  no  graot  difficulty  in  passing 
BK  formal  examination!,  else  how  have  some  of 
w  ioquaintance  got  through  (hem  7  But,  to  my 
Aer,  these  formalities  compose  an  augiist  and  sen- 
it  aolemnity,  to  which  he  nas  long  looked  forward, 
nd  my  absenting  myself  at  this  moment  wouid  well 
Vdi  drive  him  distract  d.  Yet  I  shall  go  altogether 
JMiactsd  myself,  if  I  have  not  an  instant  assurance 
myou  that  you  are  hastening  hither— Mi^an  while 
bve  desired  Hannah  to  get  your  little  crib  into  the 
cK  order  possible.  I  cannot  learn  that  my  father 
u  yet  wnttcn  to  you ;  nor  has  he  s|)oken  more  of 
■  eommunication  with  Birrenswork ;  but  when  I 
tt  him  have  some  inkling  of  the  daugt-ra  you  nre  at 
ment  incurring.  I  know  my  request  that  you  will 
nrn  immediately,  will  hav(>  his  cordial  supixirt. 
Another  reawn  yet— I  must  viivv  a  dinner,  as  usual, 
9MI  my  admission,  to  our  friends;  and  my  father, 
"^'j  aside  all  his  usual  considerations  of  economy, 


mas ,, 

■nmrcd  it  may  he  in  the  best  style  possible.    Come 
Rher  then,  dear  Darsio !  or,  I  (irotfst  to  voUp  I  shall 
9d  examination,  admission-dinner,  anu  guests 
It  devil,  and  come,  in  person,  to  fetch  you  with 


LETTER   IX. 

.BAIIDSB  FAiarORD,  W.  6.,  TO  MB.  DAB8IE  LATIMER. 

Deab  Mb.  Dabszs, 

Hatiscg  been  your /or/or  loto  hitorie^  or  rather,  I 
vdit  to  eay,  in  correctness,  (since  I  actt?d  without 
arrant  from  the  Court,)  your  ntgotiarum  geslor ; 
at  connexion  occasions  my  present  writing.  And 
dmigh  having  rendered  an  account  of  nir  intro- 
JMonM.  which  have  been  r«A;^ilarly  approved  of,  not 

Sby  yourself,  (whom  I  could  not  prevail  umm  to 
at  more  than  the  docket  and  sum  total,)  but 
■oby  the  worthy  Mr.  Samuel  Griffiths  of  London, 
dox  the  hand  through  whom  the  n'niirtnncea  were 
ladGe.  I  may,  in  some  sense,  be  considered  as  to  you 
mdiu  ojCrio;  yet,  to  speak  facetiously,  I  trust  you 
rill  not  hold  me  accountable  as  a  vicious  intminitter, 
booU  I  still  consider  mysi-lf  as  oircasionally  inte- 
"■led  in  your  welfare.  j»Iy  motives  for  writing,  at 
^time,  aiie  twofold. 

Ibave  met  with  a  Mr.  Herriea  of  Birrenswtirk,  a 
niieman  of  very  ancient  des<*eiii,  but  who  hath  in 
iae  patt  been  in  difficulties,  nor  do  I  know  if  his 
Ainare  yet  wt'W  redd.  Birrenswork  sovs,  that  he 
idie^'es  he  was  very  familiar  with  your/nihcr,  whom 
MHares  to  have  been  called  lialph  Latiuierof  Laim- 
^■Me^Hall,  in  Wefdmoreland ;  and  he  mentioned  fu- 
ttlytffiiirB,  which  it  may  l)e  of  the  highest  iniport- 
itceto  you  to  be  acquainted  with ;  but  as  he  S't'ined 
'.■  '-  'i  ne  communicating  them  to  me,  I  could  not 
ifillr  «r;»?  him  ihereanent.  Thus  iiiucl.  I  know, 
nil  Mr.  Herriea  had  his  own  shan-  in  the  late  dcs- 
^te  arvi  unhappy  matter  of  174.\  and  was  in  trou- 
''i!  about  it.  nhliough  that  i»  probably  now  over. 
KonMivtr.  although  he  di&i  ooi  profcBS  the  Popish  ru- 


li^ion  or^enly,  he  hnd  an  eye  that  way.  And  both  of 
thiMc  are  rt  a«»ns  why  I  have  htsifaled  to  ret  onminnd 
him  to  a  youth  who  maybe  hath  not  nlto^rether  so 
will  foundifl  his  opinion  eonamiug  Kirk  and  .'jtalc, 
that  till  y  iiii^'ht  not  be  changed  l)V  somcHudden  wind 
of  do<>trine.  For  1  have  ob»*t'rvcd  ye,  MasttT  Darsie, 
to  be  rather  tinctured  with  the  oM  leaven  o(  prelary 
—this  under  vour  leave;  and  although  Gmi  forbid 
that  you  should  be  in  any  mumier  disalTeriud  to  the 
ProtcMtani  Hanoverian  hnc,  yet  ye  have  ever  lovi-d  to 
hear  the  blawing,  bleeiing  stones  which  the  Hielund 
gentlemen  tell  of  those  tnniblesome  times,  which,  it 
it  were  their  will,  thev  had  better  pretermit,  as  tend- 
ing rather  to  shame  than  to  honour.  It  is  come  to 
me  also  by  a  side  wind,  as  1  may  say,  that  you  nave 
been  neighbouring  more  than  was  nei^lful  among 
some  of  the  pestilent  sect  of  Quakers— a  pe<^lc  wno 
own  neither  priest,  nor  king,  nor  civil  inagistrnim 
nor  the  fabric  of  our  law,  and  will  not  depone  either 
in  civilibua  or  crimiiLalibua,  be  the  loss  to  the  lieges 
what  it  may.  Anent  which  hiTcsies,  it  were  gotnl  ye 
read  "the  snake  in  the  Cirraas,"  or  "the  Foot  out  of 
the  Snare,"  \mng  both  well-approved  tracts  touching 
these  doctrines. 

Now,  Mr.  Darsie,  ye  arc  to  judge  for  yourself  whe- 
ther ye  can  safely  to  your  soul's  weal  remain  longer 
among  these  Papists  and  Quaken»,--ihese  defections 
on  the  right  hand,  and  fallings  away  on  the  left ;  and 
truly  if  you  can  confidently  resist  these  evil  examples 
of  doctrine,  I  think  ye  may  us  well  tarrv  in  the 
bounds  where  ye  are,  until  you  see  Mr.  Merries  oi 
Birrenswork,  wno  lUnm  assuredly  know  more  of  your 
matters  than  I  thought  had  been  communicated  to 
any  man  in  Scotland.  I  would  fain  have  precog- 
nosced  him  myself  on  these  afiairs,  but  found  him 
unwilling  to  speak  out,  as  I  have  partly  intimated 
before. 

To  call  a  new  cause— I  have  the  pleasure  to  tell 
you,  that  Alan  has  passed  his  private  Scots  Law  ex- 
aminations with  good  approbation— n  pivat  n^licf  to 
my  mind ;  especially  as  worthy  Mr.  Pept  told  me  in 
my  ear  there  was  no  fear  of  the  "callont,"  as  he  fn- 
mdiariy  culled  him,  which  givei  me  great  heart.  His 
public  trials,  which  are  nothing  in  comparison  save  a 
mere  form,  are  to  takeplaoe^by  order  of  the  Honour- 
able Dean  of  Faculty,  on  Wednesday  first ;  and  on 
Friday  he  puts  on  the  gown,  and  ^ves  a  bit  check  of 
dinner  to  nis  friends  and  acquaintances,  as  is,  you 
know,  the  custom.  Vour  company  will  be  wished  for 
there,  Master  Darsie,  by  mon>  than  him,  which  I 
regret  to  think  is  iniiiossible  to  have,  as  well  by  your 
engagements,  as  that  our  cousin,  Peter  Fairford, 
conies  from  tlus  west  on  purjwsi^  and  we  have  no 
place  to  offer  him  but  your  chamber  in  the  wall.  And, 
to  be  plain  with  you,  after  my  use  and  wont,  Master 
Darsie^  it  may  Ke  as  welf  that  Alan  and  you  do-  not 
meet  till  he  is  hefted  as  it  were  to  his  new  calling. 
You  axe  a  pleasant  gentleman,  and  full  of  daffing, 
which  moy  well  become  you,  as  you  have  enough  (as 
I  understand)  to  uphold  your  merry  humour.  If  you 
regard  the  mattiT  wisely,  you  would  perchance  con- 
sider that  a  man  of  substance  shouicl  have  a  douce 
and  stead  demeanour;  yet  you  ore  so  far  from  grom 
ing  grave  and  considerate  with  the  increase  ofyom 
annual  income,  that  the  richer  you  IxM^ome,  the  mer- 
rier I  think  you  grow.  But  this  must  be  at  your  own 
f>leasure,  so  fur  us  you  are  concerned.  Alan,  nowever, 
overpassing  my  small  savings,)  has  the  woild  to 
win;  and  louping  and  laughing,  as  you  and  he  were 
wont  to  do,  would  soon  make  the  powder  fiee  ont  of 
his  wig,  and  the  pence  out  of  his  pocket.  Neverthe- 
less, I  trust  you  will  meet  when  you  return  from 
your  rambles;  for  there  is  a  time,  as  the  wise  man 
sa)eth,  for  gathering,  and  a  time  for  easting  awav  ■ 
it  IS  always  the  part  of  a  man  of  senm*  to  take  tn« 
gathering  time  first.  I  remain,  deai  f^ir.  your  well 
wisiiing  friend,  and  obedient  to  commann, 

Alexasder  Faibpobo 

P.  S.— Alan's  Thesis  is  upon  the  title  De  peneulo 
ct  rovnntHh  rti  re.nditcc^  and  is  a  very  pretty  pit^co  of 
Larinity.— Ross-House,  in  our  neighhonrii>KMi,  i^ 
nearly  tiiiislied,  and  is  thought  jo  excel  DutT-Houao 
in  uniature. 
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LETTER  X.  I 

DABSfC   LAT13tEB  TO  ALAN  FAIJIFOKD. 

Thb  plot  thicken^.  Alan.    I  hive  your  k-tter,  nnd  '. 
also  one  from  your  father.    The  Inst  inaUi's  it  iiii:  o;^-  i 
sible  for  nie  to  comply  with  tiio  kind  ri'^K'.-'t  wliirh  ' 
the  foniiur  (irijfS.    No— I  canmn  b^.  witli  you,  AUiii: 
and  tiiJit,  fur  the  Ktn  of  alt  nnson^-I  rMnnoi  nvA 
oui^iit  no:  tu  count^Tuct  your  fntlii.>r'i«  anxious  Hi8hi:s.  '< 
I  do  not  t:iko  it  unkiuil  of  hitn  that  he  di.^irtfi  my  ' 
absence.    It  is  nniural  that  he  should  wish  fur  hi» 
son,  what  hi.«»  son  s^t  well  deHi-rvtrs— lli*.'  udvMuta^o 
of  a  wintT  aiid  steHdicr  cimpunion  than  I  sccm  to 
him.    And  yet  I  am  sun;  1  have  oftrn  iainnin'd  hrrd 
enau;;;h  to  aixjuire  th»t  dtiKrt-itcy  of  deme:tn(»ur  wliirh 
can  ho  morr*  tie  8iiApe<'tC(i  of  breaking  boimda,  liian 
an  owl  of  catchini?  a  hutt«Ttly. 

Bui  it  was  hi  vain  that  I  have  knitt^i  my  hrows 
till  I  had  the  headoirho.  in  order  to  iiojuire  the  re[Mi- 
tntiOQ  of  e  prave,  solid,  and  well-judiiin;;  youth. 
Your  fnllier  nlwr-.ys  h;i8  ♦lisc-overed.  or  tliou£;hr  that 
he  discovered,  h  hiin.'hrnini.Hl  ccM-iitnciiv  lyin^  folded 
amon:4  the  wrinkles  of  my  forehead,  whirli  n.-nden-<l 
me  a  iieriloufi  asfvx'iate  fur  the  future  cjunM'.'llor  and 
ultimate  jud;»e.  Well,  f -iirrjoral  .N'yin's  philosopiiv 
must  be  my  comfort—**  Thin;?:?  must  be  as  thev  may.*' 
—I  Cdniit>t  com«  to  your  fathors  hou?!*,  where  he 
wishes  not  to  see  tne;  and  as  to  your  comini*  hiihor, 
— bv  all  that  is  dear  to  m-*.  I  vow  that  if  you  ore 
guilty  of  surh  a  piei'c  of  rerkl»i*s  ff»lly— nut  to  say 
undutiful  cruelty,  considerin:;  vour  father's  thoucrhts 
and  wishes— 1  will  nevor  spe:ik  to  y.ui  ai;?iin  as  lone 
as  I  live!  I  am  iierfeetly  seri.jus.  And  Ih-stdi^s,  ycnir 
father,  whil*'  he  in  n  manner  proliiiiirs  me  frf>m  re- 
inrnins  to  K<linbiiru:li,  ^ivvs  me  the  stn»ri^est  reas'Mis 
for  ooiitinuini!  a  little  while  ImisiT  in  thi^T country,  hy 
holdiiiH  out  the  hope  that  I  may  n'r«.'ivc  fn>m  yourtiiii 
friend,  Mr.  Herries  of  Birren^wiirk,  some  partij'ulars 
eoncernin:?  my  onisin,  with  which  that  ancient  recu- 
sant seeiiid  to  neac(juRint»>d. 

That  gentleman  meniionivj  thcnam<'ofa  familv  in 
Westmor.'land,  with  which  he  nuppi  ••*..«  me  connecfefl. 
My  inqntri'.*H  hem  afker  such  u  family  have  been  itief- 
f:MTtiial,  for  »he  iKtrdnreni  on  eillier  side,  know  little 
of  e.ich  otiier.  Uut  I  shill  doitbtl.^sfl  find  wtne  Eni?- 
hsli  person  of  whom  tomak(!  inquiries,  since  ihcnoa- 
foundi.tl  fiittTlock  elapp-.-d  on  my  movements  by  old 
Gnfiitiis,  nro vents  me  repairini;  to  Kn^land  in  person. 
At  least,  tlio  prospect  of  obi  nnin?  some  inforrnntion 
is  greater  h^^re  than  elsewhor-^ :  it  will  be  nn  apoloin' 
for  my  making;  a  lon??r  j^tny  in  this  noi^hbonrhfxxi, 
a  hne  of  conduct  which  s«vms  to  ha\-e  your  father's 
sanction,  who^e  opmiim  must  be  sounder  than  that 
of  your  wnnderintf  drtniiMselle. 

If  the  wM  wrnj  pavpd  with  dani^rs  which  leads 
to  such  n  discovery,  J  cannot  f.»r  a  tnoment  hesitate 
to  tread  it.  But  in  fact  there  is  no  peril  in  tho  case. 
If  the  Tritons  of  the  Sol  way  shall  proceed  to  pull 
down  honest  Joshua's  ii-l.^-n-!-!?.  I  aiiTn-^iilier  Quixote 
enoui^  in  oispuMition,  nor  Goliath  enough  in  p<^rson, 
to  attempt  their  pwiection.  I  liav-j  no  idea  of  attempt- 
ing to  prop  a  fa!lm-.^  hi>U!ie,  by  puttmsr  my  shoulders 
against  it.  And  indeed  Joshua  ^dve  me  a  hint,  that 
the  company  which  he  belon;:s  to,  injureil  in  the  way 
thrHateUi^d,  Isonio  of  them  h.»injr  men  who  ihiuprht 
after  the  fashion  of  the  world.)  would  pursue  the 
iviterant  l;iw,  artd  recover  damaai-s,  in  wliieh  pri>ba- 
bly  his  own  ideas  ot*  non-rrfsist.incc  will  not  pr»?vent 
his  pariiciparmar.  ThT'-fore  the  whole  afliiir  will  take 
Its  course  as  law  will,  ns  1  only  menn  to  inlerlVre 
wlien  it  may  b..*  nfM-essary  to  dsnri  the  course  of  the 
plamlill's  to  thy  ch»ml»«^rs;  ainl  I  r«.<iui»st  they  may 
find  thee  intimate  with  all  tfie  Sr.otiii^n  statute's  eon- 
tsernin?  srdiiion-hriheries,  from  the  /^r  Aqitarum^ 
downward. 

As  f'>r  tiie  Laiv  of  the  Mnnlle.  I  will  lay  a  wa.;^r 
that  the  Kun  ?» liedazxled  ililue  ey«-s  on  that  m^-iip)- 
rable  morn i ml:,  tinr  evrrv  t'liu-i  thou  ilid"*!  look  upon 
a^emcti  sn— n  ;  nrii!  notw  f!i<«fmdini;  Jnmr.H  Wilkin- 
son's exjierieiie"  I'l  the  Kusili-  rs.  nswcll  as  his  ne;.M- 
uve  whi.Hile.  I  wijl  venture  to  hold  a  crtw.i  that  *lie 
la  but  a  what-shalt-caiU'um  afi.r  all.  Let  not  even 
Jie  gold  pcrsuuc'^  vou  lu  the  conirur>'.     tSlm  luay 


make  a  shift  to  cauM  jrou  to  dit«>rge,that,  and  (ii 

mense  stxiii!)  a  session  s  foes  to  bpot,  if  you  Io<Ak 
all  the  sharper  about  you.  Or  if  it  abould  beuihi 
wise,  and  if  indee<l  there  lurk  some  mystery  uK 
tiiis  visitation,  credit  me,  it  i>>  one  which  thou  cat 
nut  (x-netrate.  nor  cun  1  as  yet  even  attempt  toixpb 
It ;  !>iiici^  tf  I  prove  misluken,  and  mistaken  I  ni 
easily  tk.-,  1  would  be  Iain  to  creejj  uito  Phalanx's  bv 
Were  it  Kinndinc;  U.'J'ore  me  readv  Iknted,  rather  lb 
be  ru&«:te<i  with  tiiy  railleo*  I^o  nut  tax  lue  wi 
want  of  confidence ;  for  the  instant  I  can  throw  « 
li^iit  on  the  matter  thim  shall  have  it:  but  whih 
am  only  blundering  about  in  the  dark,  I  do  not  chuo 
to  call  wise  folks  to  see  me,  perchance,  break  ll 
nose  against  a  {N>st.    2>o  if  you  marvel  al  this, 

"  EVii  marvel  on  till  time  make*  all  Ihinp*  pltiA.** 

In  the  mean  time,  kind  Alan,  let  me  proceed  in  b 
diurnal. 

On  the  third  or  fourth  day  after  my  nrrivnl  at  Moo 
Shanm,  Time,  that  bald  aexion  to  whom  1  have Ji 
referrwJ  you,  did  certainly  limp  more  henvdy  aw 
with  mo  tiian  he  had  done  at  first.  The  qiiai 
moralitv  of  Joshua,  and  Huiju*  not  simpiictty  of  \ 
Sister.  \K'.\i',in  10  lose  nuich  of  their  mcine«*s  withthi 
ni>vel'v.  and  my  ith^Ic  of  lif(  hy  dint  of  being  vt 
quiet,  be^'an  ii>  it'vl  abominably  dull.  It  wa%  as  th 
say'st,  as  if  the  Quakers  had  put  the  sun  in  \A 
I»oeketS"all  nr.nind  was  soft  and  mild,  and  tv 
pleasnnt;  but  theiv  wus,  in  tiie  whole  routine,  am 
tormity,  a  w;mt  of  interest,  a  helpless  and  hoiiek 
lanzuor,  which  i>.-ndiTed  life  insipid.  No  drjubt.  t 
worthy  h-ist  and  hostess  felt  none  uf  this  void,  t| 
want  of  <  xeiiuiiiui,  whie^i  was  b».fominH;  opi>rtssi 
to  tlieir  K"c^t-  Tliey  ii;id  tlieir  little  nHind  ol  oti 
pations,  ehiiritics,  and  pl-a.-iuns ;  Rachel  h'ld  h 
p.idltn-yapl  and  c«>ns*frvatory.  and  Joshua  his  si 
don.  "Bi-sidi-a  thw,  they  enjoy; il,  d.mbtln^K,  ilirir  « 
votional  meditations :  and,  on  the  wiiole,  time  2^ 
s.jfily  and  imperceptibly  on  with  tlnin,  though  ion 
who  long  for  stream  and  cataract,  it  s'.'emcd  nln 
lately  to  stand  »fill.  I  meditated  retnrni:i:<  to  Sh« 
hura a  Bush,  and  bc^rin  to  think,  with  some  hanu 
in:;,  after  little  Benjie  and  the  n>d.  The  imp  h 
V(!ntured  hither,  and  hovers  ab»>ul  to  catch  a  peep 
me  now  and  then ;  I  supi»osc  tlie  little  ^l^ar;ler 
airjriin?  for  a  few  more  sixpenws.  But  tins  wou 
have  been,  in  Joshua's  eyes  a  return  of  the  wasb 
sow  to  walli>win«  in  the  mire,  and  I  resolve'l.  whifc 
remaincfl  his  '.^ucsl,  to  spare  him  so  violent  u  ^l» 
to  hi.4  prejudi(vs.  llie  next  point  was,  to  short 
the  time  of  my  pr*)]H)ti{".\  Htay;  but,  alas!  that  Is 
to  Ih»  etjually  iiiii>oss:blr.  1  had  named  a  wr.-.k;  a* 
however  rashly  my  promise  hail  been  pleiiu'-d,  it  ok 
be  held  saered,  even  according  to  the  lelUT,  liro 
which  the  Friends  ixnnit  nodeviaticm. 

All  thest^  consiileratiiuis  wrought  meuptoakii 
of  impatience  vesierdav  evening;  so  that  I  Miaich 
up  inv  hat,  ancf  prfparcji  for  a  sally  beyond  the  cuJ 
vatM  farm  aiid  ornamenu**)  grounds  6t"  Mount  Sh 
n»n.  just  as  if  I  wf-re  desirous  to  escape  from  t 
realms  of  art,  into  those  of  free  and  unconitrab 
nature. 

I  was  scarcely  more  d  .'liijhted  when  I  first  etilw 
this  iHMceful  demesne,  than  I  now  was— such  if  r 
instability  and  incMnsioiency  of  human  nature! 
when  I  escape*}  from  it  to  'ih»?  open  down^,  whi 
had  formerly  secuiied  so  waste  and  dn^arv.  Thtf  i 
I  br-atlh^l  fell  purer  and  more  bracing,  llie  Hmt 
ridiiiir  hi;rli  up<in  a  Kuminer  breen*.  drove,  in  gay  fu 
c's»*i:»n,  ovi.r  my  head,  now  ubsinji;ini}  the  sup,  iw 
|ettin'4  its  rays  stream  in  transient  flash***  up 
various  (*arts  of  the  landscaiv,  an* I  cspeciilly  iip< 
th'"  brond  mirr^ir  of  rh-^  distant  Frith  of  SoIwbt. 

I  advanced  on  the  scene  with  the  light  step  « 
libf-atH  captive;  and.  like  John  Banyan'^  Pil?n'i 
could  have  found  in  n»v  heart  to  sing  as  I  went  f 
niv  way.  It  scmed  a<»  if  mv  gayety  had  ao«iinulit« 
wiiiie  suppn  s«i^l,  SH'I  that  ll  was,  m  niy  prcwnl  yt 
(Ills  mo<N}.  entitU*d  to  e\ri.'iid  the  savings  of  the  ff 
vious  week.  But  just  as  I  was  about  to  unlifl  a  niiT 
stave,  I  heard,  to  my  joyful  surprise,  the  Toires 
thr^e  or  nnjre  choristers  i'inging,  with  cunsidtfFil) 
succesi,  the  Uvely  old  catcli, 
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••  T>*r  all  our  mm  we»r  wrr  vrry  merry, 

Ai»4  all  «Mir  imtn  wciv  driiii«in.ff  : 
Ta-ru  Hi;r«  twii  iiM>li  ui'  niinv. 
T*i>*  nwn  tirHnin*. 

And  iiifv**  I  ha  I  l-^lonr'd  tii  nUl  Sir  Thorn  o*  L>n* ; 
A«  iiic>'  Mf!iii  to  thH  r«Try.  th^jr  worn  vt'ry  very  nHsrrir, 

An4  all  nur  drui  wmv*  dnukiny." 

As  thff  chorus  ended,  thrrr  fol!«iwc<l  a  Imi'i  nnri 
hc'irtk  laiich  hy  wny  of  chcvrs.  .Aftraoind  In-  i«,)nnfls 
*h:.  fi  were  so  ronsri'nini  to  my  ph'soiit  fr<'iinap',  1 
inciif  Towards  thr  spot  frum  whiHi  th^y  cnmc,— ciiu- 
ii.vi?ly  howeviT,  for  the  downs,  oshad  i'vcn  rt-p;  atwl- 
l.  r.  .iinl  to  mi\  had  no  p^o(\  imiur:  mid  thi*  atlmi> 
»'ftRiif  •.he  miisir,  without  rivnlUn^  iIjmt  of  ih|»  Syrona 
in  n-t!.>dy,  mi;,'hl  ha\e  boen  fol|<)Wixi  liy  si  mil  an  v  in- 
wv.v.MiitMi!  rons<-<jtu'nc»"«  lo  an  ini.'aiiiioiisninali."ir. 

1  <*niJt  on.  thcrt'fi»re,  irustiii^  tliai  thi*  siiiui>si«i»\«« 
of  thu  ;;mund,  broken  ns  it  wnsi  into  knolls  and  sniid- 
pi'.s.  would  p«Tinil  me  In  obtain  a  ?ti;rhi  of  thi:  niMsi- 
c.i:is  lu  fore  I  should  be  observ*:'!  by  ih'.'in.  .\s  ]  nd- 
nn(vd,  the  old  diity  was  Rijairj  rais-jtl,  Tlie  voices 
trfni*rd  thoM  of  A  ninn  and  two  boy:*;  ihey  won* 
rw:;li,  but  k^pt  gt-xxi  time,  and  wur»*  niaiiai;od  with 
too  much  nkiH  lo  belong  lo  ihc  ordinary  country 
|M)p!e. 

"  Jark  look'd  ui  thr  «an,  nnd  erirri.  Fin>.  (Jre,  fire  ; 
Join  ittatili'it  hM  krffH  in  IlirktiKluli*  nitre  ; 
T'Mii  «iAriJRd  a  calf,  and  lialloo'd  for  o  !>tnc : 
^'lil  iiMiuiitiil  a  iriilP|MMit  inKtvnd  of  liu  nas  ; 
Fnr  all  fiiir  nH>n  were  very  very  murry, 

And  nil  <mr  im*ii  were  dripkinx  ; 
Tlient  wn  Iwii  men  ufmino, 
Tlino  nirn  of  Oiiiie. 

And  itia>e  tlutt  UrSuna 'd  to  uld  8ir  Thorn  n'  hync 
A*  Ihry  wriit  lo  iht  frrrv  i\n:y  w«to  very  wry  iiiurry, 

Pur  ftll  our  nen  were  drinkinr." 

TV  voicr*!«,  ns  ihoy  mixed  in  their  spvcml  pnrts, 
ind  ran  ihroui,'h  thorn.  uniwiMinj*  and  fiamin  eniwin- 
in:;  at!  the  linkn  of  the  nierrv  old  catch,  j>oRmcd  to 
have  a  little  touch  of  the  bncchannliau  jipirit  vvhirh 
lliey  ctlcbroled,  and  showed  plainly  that  thr>  iniisi- 
cwns  wtTe  encagnl  in  llie  same  joyous  rovrl  ns  i\iv 
nmyic  M  old  Sir  Thorn  o'  fjyne.  At  l.-nglh  I  came 
within  nshtof  them,  three  in  nundnr,  whon-  rln-y  sut 
r»ily  niched  inro  what  you  miizlii  rail  a  6!/7i'.'fr.  n 
I.itlc'«iand-pit,  dry  and  siing,  and  siirronndod  by  its 
bank<s  nnd  a  screen  of  whins  in  full  bloom. 

The  only  one  of  the  irio  whom  I  ri'fx)!j[ni=-.ed  as  a  | 
pCT^mal  npiuainlfince was  ihn  notorious! it tli-  n«nji",  i 
who.  hav-.n;;.iust  finished  his  stavi*.  was  crammin><  a 
hu;e  hirH*heon  of  pie-enist  into  his  mouth  with  one 
hund,  whde  in  ihc  oth«r  he  held  a  fontnin^  tankanl, 
hip  •-ves  flanrin!;  with  :dl  the«;bi'of  a  fori»iJden  D'ycl ; 
inH  his  fi  atun'5,  which  have  nt  nil  tinn-s  a  misclivv- 
ru*  archnefw  of  rxpression,  fonfes?inK  i  he  full  sweei- 
nfie«of  (<ioif-ii  watits,  and  bn-ad  enteii  in  secret. 

ThiT»*  was  no  mistaking  the  pn)fi'ssion  of  the  male 
*nd  f«*male,  who  were  partners  with  Henjie  in  lhc8^» 
m^ry  d<Mni;s.  The  mun^s  lonp  loose-! uKJicd  fin'ni- 
c«wt,'(wrap-m«rnl  as  the  vuli^ar  term  ii,)  the  fid'lle- 
ew*,  with  its  stniT»s  whi«*h  lay  beside  him.  and  a 
"mail  knapsack  which  nii'^ht  contain  his  frw  nece.a. 
Mfii-fi;  n  elf.ir  i?T:iy  eye;  fenturc!*  which,  in  conrcnd- 
in^  with  many  n  storm,  lind  not  !o?r  a  wild  an:l  r:ir^- 
KM»  cxfT'^'Mon  tif  .^l'"!',  animntr-d  nt  jreH-nt,  whm  ho 
*■!•  espn*i*<in:?  for  his  own  plensure  thear'*  ^^hi<.■h 
hr  ii«unllv  prat  ti'id  fcir  bn  ad.— :dl  nnuomM-r.!  r.n^  .'f 
iBosi.  pi-ripntt'iic  followers  f)f  Op,.lieus,  whi'm  the  vul- 

*  Th»  onffJncil  nftiijii  cnirli  is  lohe  f.juiiil  in  roxvlpy'n  wiitr 
ntnrAy  u( '.ii^  fiUMnlukii.  H'l*  nrtt  ri|i(,«|-.  |i  i(iH.it  not  '•\l^t 
In  Uiir  rtcMid  oiiu  rviiMii  •  iiitiiiii, rulli-it  ilie  i.'uti<:r  »(  i-oleiiiun 

'CaFTai?c  Bc.apk.    Hi.  ha,  bo)>.  miuUier  citch. 
A'd  nil  tnir  trff  ^ttrr  r-i-y  v"-  r^. ■»";,■, 
Ahd  aU  avr  vifft  iftte  iiri/J;ir.g. 
''rTTKr.  (tnK  hmr  rf  mh  ». 

Ottrr,  And  ftff  nn.i  *if  n'lr*. 

OMNEi.  Ai  in  wr.thy  Ui*,  iMy  lit  Vfrt  d-rmtk.dnini,  tfann^Vy 

AkJ  Ail  fliT  mrn  irtrt  r^rg  rrry  merry,  4^." 


fVn'liatv  the  wunU.  which  are  aunsfwhni  altrrHd  ard  aiii|>ii-  | 
Ikeri  III  ihi' text  Tli«' piny  wni  nrte>i  m  vrvMin^v  of  i.:(iaii<-<i  ; 
n  .  th"ii  Priuce  i>r  WahM.  in  I'm.  Th^  raich  in  Um  l«>(  hn*  . 
hM  htnulr  Ht  til  oiiuic. 


fir  call  a  s!rollintt  fiddler.  Gamnff  more  attentively, 
easily  discovered  that  though  the  r»oor  musician's 
eyes  woru  open,  I'ujr  sen.s**  was  shul,  and  that  the 
et'stusy  with  w-hieh  he  tunufl  them  up  to  Ilcnven, 
only  (i«rived  lU  ai»pannt  expression  fiom  his  own  in- 
ternal emotions,  but  received  no  t^SHibtance  from  the 
visible  objects  arotmd.  Beside  him  sat  his  female 
comp.'iniiit),  in  a  man's  hat.  a  blue  coat,  which  sci'iucid 
also  to  have  been  an  article  of  male  apparel,  and  e 
red  pettieoat.  She  was  clconer,  in  fK-rson  and  in 
clotlie.s,  thon  such  iiineranis  ;,'cnemJly  art;;  and,  bav- 
in? Im  i>n  ill  her  day  a  strappin;:^  buna  ;x>/>(i,  siio  did 
not  even  yet  neglect  some  ottention  tt>  her  api)H,irance: 
vv'»n»a  Inra;e  amber  n«^klace,  and  silver  i  nr-riiigs,  and 
hrid  b'Tplaiil  fa.««iined  ucroM  her  breasl  with  u  brooch 
of  till'  same  metal. 

The  man  also  looked  clean,  noiwithstandins;  the 
meanness  of  bis  attire,  and  had  n  decern  silk  hand- 
kerchief well  knotted  about  bis  throat,  under  which 
pt-ei-ed  a  clean  owrtlay.  His  beard,  also,  instead  of 
displayinj;  a  ^riMlv  stubble,  tmmowed  for  stveral 
days,  HowH  in  thick  and  comely  ubundancc  over  the 
bretst,_to  the  lenfftli  »f  J'ix  inclus,  and  min;;Ied  with 
hi?  hair,  \yith  was  but  be^nnin.:<  to  e.\hibii  a  touch 
of  ajre.  To  sum  up  his  appi'arance,  the  loose  garment 
which  I  have  described,  was  secured  around  him  by 
a  lar^e  oM-fasbioncd  bilt,  with  brass  studs, in  whicn 
huni;  a  dirk,  with  a  knife  and  fork,  its  uauul  accoin- 
pan'imcnt.s.  Altogother,  there  was  something  more 
wild  tnd  adventurous-looking  about  the  man,  than  I 
could  have  expected  to  Kee  in  an  ordinarv  modem 
crowder ;  and  the  br)w  which  he  now  and  llien  drew 
arniss  the  violin,  to  direct  his  little  choir,  was  de- 
cid»tlly  that  of  no  ordinary  r^*rformer. 

You  must  understand  that  matiy  of  these  observa- 
tions were  the  fruits  of  after  retnark;  fori  had  scarce 
approaclie.l  so  near  as  to  get  a  distinct  view  of  the 
pr.rty,  when  my  frien<l  Iknjie's  lurching  attendant, 
which  he  calls  by  the  api)roprintc  nomc  of  Hemp, 
began  to  Click  bis  tail  anri  ears,  ood,  sensihleof  my 
pp. jsen'r,  flew,  barking  Irke  a  fiiry.  to  the  ploce  where 
I  li:id  nif'aiit  to  lie  concetileil  till  I  heard  another  song. 
I  WHS  nblijntl,  hiiwever,  lo  jumn  on  my  fwt,  and  in- 
timidate Hemp,  who  would  otherwise  have  bit  mc, 
by  two  soMir!  kicks  on  the  ribs,  which  »ent  him  howl- 
■115  ba'k  to  his  master. 

r.iitle  Kenjie  seemed  somewhat  dismayed  at  my 
npl-^arancH;  but,  calculating  on  my  placnbility,  and 
r-memN-ring.  iK-rhaps,  that  the  iil-use<l  Solomon  was 
no  pultrev  of  mine,  he  spei*dily  jd!e<:leil  great  glee,  and 
almost  in  one  breath  ns.suri-d  the  itinerants  that  I 
v.as  "a  grand  gentleman,  and  had  plenty  of  money, 
nnd  was  ver>' kind  to  poor  folk;'*  and  inlormedine 
thai  iliis  was  "  Williir  Stanson— Wandering W'dlic — 
the  Usi  fiddler  that  ever  kittled  thnirm  with  liorao- 
hair." 

The  woman  n»se  and  curtsit^d ;  and  Wandering 
Willie  sniuMioned  his  own  praises  viith  a  noil,  and  the 
ejneulntion,  "All  is  true  that  the  little  l^oy  says." 

I  asked  him  if  he  w.-s  of  this  eniintry. 

"  This  wimtry !"  nplied  the  blmd  inan— "I  am  of 
everv  rotmtry  in  broad  Scotland,  and  a  wee  bit  of 
F.n'j:land  to  tne  boot.  But  yet  I  am,  in  some  sense, 
o!  this  eountry;  for  I  was  born  withm  hearing  of  the 
ronr  of  Solwriy.  Will  I  give  your  honour  a  touch  of 
til-'  iiidd  bnad-winner'?*' 

Me  r-reludMl  us  he  spoke,  in  a  manner  which  rcslly 
excited  uiycimosity;  and  then  taking  the  old  tiincoi 
(irdRsliitls  for  his  thenn',  he  graced  it  with  a  number 
of  Wild,  lomplicatid,  and  beautiful  variations;  during 
wbieh,  it  was  wondi  rfiil  to  observe  how  his  sishthuis 
fnei-  was  liirbtitl  up  unih-r  the  conscious  pride  and 
i;e:iiff«lt  delight  in  the  exercise  of  his  own  very  con- 
j:jder!ib!e  powers. 

"What  think  you  of  that,  now,  for  threescore  and 
twa  ?" 

I  expressnl  my  surprise  and  pleaeure. 

"A  nut,  man— an  auld  rant,"  said  Willie;  "ntr- 
thin?  like  the  music  ve  hae  in  vour  ball-houseB  an«( 
your  [ihiyhouses  in  I-^iinbn»' ;  but  it's  weel  aneugh 
anes  m  a  way  at  a  dike-side.— Here's  anoiher-^irs 
no  n  Soots  tune,  but  it  passes  for  aiu^ — Oswald  made 
It  bimH<II,  I  reckon— he  has  cheated  niony  ana  iaut 
he  cujina  cheat  Waodciing  Willie.*' 


REDQAUJTTLET. 
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He  then  pl.-iycH  your  fcvounie  nir  of  Roslin  Cnstle,  I 
with  a  number  of  bcaurifnl  vanarions,  luiiie  of  which 
I  am  certain  wcTii  ainioht  extcinpon.'. 

"  You  hnvt?  another  fiddle  ihrn*-,  inv  friend,"  raid 
I—"  Huve  J  (HI  a  comrade-  ?"  Hut  Wiriii''gi  ears  wtro 
deaf,  orhi.«  attenMon  wn«  ntill  busied  with  the  tune. 

The  female  replied  in  his  s«tca«i,  "  O  ay,  »ir— troth 
we  have  a  parinrr— a  Kanjrrel  body  like  ourselli?.  No 
but  iny  hinny  niiKht  have  (leen  lietter  if  he  hiid  likMl ; 
for  mony  a  hfin  nook  in  mon>'  a  hraw  hous<e  has  been 
oflered  to  my  hinny  Wdlie,  if  he  wad  but  just  bide 
8till  and  play  to  the^ntkii." 

"WhiHlit,  woman!  whisht!'*  said  the  blind  man, 
angrily,  shaking  hist  lock*;  **dinna  deave  the  gentle- 
man wi'  your  havers.  Stay  in  a  house  ami  play  to 
the  gentles  I— atrike  up  when  my  btltly  p]ea.^ee,and 
lay  down  the  bow  when  my  lord  bids!  Na,  na, 
that's  nae  lifn  for  Willie— Ltxik  out,  MagRi'e— peur 
out,  wonian,  and  nee  if  ye  can  w*  Robin  coming.— 
Dei]  be  in  him !  he  has  got  to  the  lea-side  of  some 
imuggler'a  punch-bowl,  and  he  wunna  budge  the 
night.  I  doubt." 

"  That  i«  your  consort's  instrument,"  said  I— "Will 
you  give  me  leave  to  try  my  skill?"  I  slipped  at  the 
■amc  lime  a  shilling  into  the  woman's  hand. 

'*  I  dinna  ken  whether  I  dare  trust  Robin's  fiddle 
to  ye."  said  Willie,  bluntly.  His  wife  /jave  him  a 
twitch.  "Hout  awa,  Maggie."  he  sakl,  m  contempt 
of  the  hint ;  "  though  the  gentleman  may  hae  gien  ye 
■iller,  he  may  have  nae  bow-hand  for  a'  that,  and  IMl 
no  trust  Robin's  fiddle  wi'  an  ignoramus.— But  that's 
no  sac  mucklc  amiss,"  he  added,  as  I  began  to  touch 
the  instrument;  "I  am  thinking  ye  have  some  skill 
o'  the  craft." 

To  confirm  him  in  this  favourable  opinion,  I  began 
to  execute  such  a  complicated  flourish  as  I  thouj^ht 
must  have  mmed  Crowdero  into  a  pillar  of  stone  witli 
envy  and  wonder.  I  scak'd  the  top  of  the  finf^er-board, 
to  dive  at  once  to  the  bottom— skipped  with  flying 
fingers,  like  Timotheus,  from  phift  to  shif^— stnick 
arpeggios  and  harmonic  tones,  but  without  exciting 
any  of  the  astonishment  which  I  had  expected. 

Willie  indeed  listened  to  me  n-ith  considerable  at- 
tention ;  but  I  was  no  sooner  finished,  than  he  imme- 
diately mimicked  on  his  own  instrument  the  fantastic 
ooniplication  of  tones  which  I  had  produced,  and 
made  so  whimsical  a  parody  of  my  performance,  (hat, 
although  somewhat  angnr,  I  could  not  help  laughing 
heartily,  in  which  I  was  joined  by  Benjie,  whose  re- 
verence for  me  held  him  under  no  restraint ;  while 
the  poor  dame,  fearful,  doubtless,  of  my  taking  offence 
at  this  familiarity,  seemed  divided  betwixt  her  conju- 
gal reverence  for  ner  Willie,  and  her  desiie  to  give  him 
a  hmt  for  his  guidance. 

At  length  the  old  man  stopped  of  his  own  accord, 
and.  as  if  he  had  sufiicientfy  rebuked  me  by  his  mi- 
mickry,  he  nid,  "  But  for  a^  that,  ye  wUl  play  very 
weel  wi*  •  little  practice  and  some  gude  teaching. 
But  ye  maun  learn  to  put  the  heart  into  it,  man— to 
put  the  heart  into  it." 

I  playtxl  an  air  in  simpler  taste,  and  received  more 
decided  approbation. 

"Tliai's  something  like  it,  man.  Od,  ye  are  a  cle- 
ver birkie !" 

The  wonian  touched  his  coat  again.  "  The  gentle- 
man is  a  gentleman,  Willie— ye  maunna  speak  that 
gate  to  him,  hinny." 

"The  deevil  I  maunna!"  said  Willie;  "and  what 
for  maunna  I  ?— If  ho  was  ten  gentles,  he  canna  draw 
a  bow  like  me,  can  he  ?" 

"Indeed  I  cannot,  my  honest  friend,"  said  I ;  "and 
if  you  will  go  with  me  to  a  house  hard  by,  I  would  be 
glad  to  have  a  night  with  vou." 

Here  J  '  loked  round,  and  observed  Benjie  smother- 
ing a  laugh,  which  I  was  sure  had  mischief  in  it.  I 
flpjzed  him  suddenly  by  the  ear,  and  made  him  con- 
fess that  he  was  laughing  at  the  thoughts  of  the  re- 
ception which  a  fiddler  was  likely  to  get  from  the 
Uuakers  at  Mount  Sharon.  I  chucked  nim  from  me, 
not  sorry  that  his  mirth  had  reminded  me  in  time  of 
whaft  I  had  for  the  moment  forgotten;  and  invited  the 
lUncrant  to  go  with  me  to  Shepherd's  Bush,  from 
which  1  proposed  to  send  word  to  Mr.  Goddea  that  I 
wuMild  Jiot  return  home  that  e?eiiiiigi    But  the  min- 


strel  dcrlincd  rhi;*  in vi ration  also.    He  was  ei 
I'tir  thf  iitulu.  hf  H;ii(i.  to  a  dance  in  the  neij 
hiKKl,  arirl  Vf  iirid  a  rrjund  cxrcration  on  the  lazinen 
or  <lrunkeiin('!*s  of  hiH  comrade,  who  had  not  appeared 
at  the  plnci-  of  rr'iiiit^vous. 

"I  will  £2o  with  you  instead  of  him,"  raid  I,  in  a 
a  sudden  whim :  '* and  I  will  i;ive  you  a  crown  torn- 
trodurt'  nw  as  your  comrade." 

"  Vw  gang  instead  of  Rol»  the  Rambler !  My  ce^ 
tie.  frctnd,  ye  arc  no  blatef  answered  Wancfenqg 
Willie,  in  a  lone  which  aiinounccil  death  to  my  frolic. 

But  Mnggii.-,  whom  the  of^lr  of  (he  crown  had  not 
esrnpfd,  b^gan  to  open  on  (fiat  si^nt  with  a  maun- 
dcrnii;  s<irt  of  lecture.  "O  Willie!  hinny  Wiljii^ 
whan  will  yw  learn  to  be  wis**?  There's  a  crown  to 
he  win  for  naothing  but  saying  ae  man's  name  miteHl 
ofaniiluT.  And,wae'Hme!  1  hae  juHt  n  slitllinvof 
this  grntir  man's  gieing.  and  a  bodlu  of  my  ain ;  anuce 
wiinnn  Innd  your  willsnc  muckle  as  to  take  upttM 
siller  that'»  flung  at  your  feet !  Ve  will  die  the  death 
of  a  caduer's  powney  in  a  wreath  of  drift!  and  whit 
can  I  do  Ix'tttr  than  lie  doun  and  die  wi'  you?  for  ye 
winna  lot  me  win  siller  to  keep  either  you  or  nyiell 
Icevin." 

"Haud  your  nonsense  tongue^  woman,"  said  ^11* 
lie,  but  leAs  absolutely  than  before.  "  Is  he  a  real 
genrlrMiian.  or  ane  of  the  player -men  ?'* 

"Ttte  uphaud  hun  a  real  genileniun,"  said  the  wo* 
man. 

'•  I'se  unhand  ye  ken  little  of  the  matter,"  said 
Willie ;  "  let  us  see  baud  otyour  band,  neebor,  gin  ye 
like." 

I  gave  him  my  hand.  He  said  to  himself,  **A^, 
ay,  here  are  fingers  that  have  seen  canny  service. 
Then  running  his  hand  over  ray  hair,  my  face,  and 
my  drcw^  he  went  on  with  his  soliloquy;  "Ay,  ay, 
muistnd  hair,  braid-ctaith  o'  the  besty  and  seenteen 
hundred  linen  on  his  back,  at  the  least  o'  it.— And 
how  do  ye  think,  my  braw  birkie,  that  ye  are  to  paai 
for  a  tramping  fiddler?" 

"  My  dn-ss  is  plain,'*  said  I,— indeed  I  had  chosen 
my  mo8t  ordinary  suit,  out  of  compliment  to  my  Qua- 
ker friends,— "and  I  can  easily  pass  for  a  young 
farmer  out  ur>on  a  frolic  Come,  I  will  double  the 
crown  I  promised  you." 

"  Damn  your  crowns !"  said  the  disinteieated  man 
of  niusic.  "I  would  like  to  have  a  round  wi'  you, 
that's  certain ;— but  a  farmer,  and  with  a  hand  that 
never  held  pleugh-stilt  or  pettle,  that  will  never  do. 
Ye  may  pass  for  a  trades-lad  from  Dumfries,  or  a 
student  upon  the  ramble,  or  the  likeo'  that.  Buthaik 


bide  nae  taunts." 

I  promised  to  be  civil  and  cautious;  and,  to  smoodi 
the  goofl  woman,  1  slipped  the  promised  piece  into  her 
hand.  The  acute  organs  of  thr  blind  man  detocied 
this  little  manuBuvre. 

"Are  ye  at  it  again  wi'  the  siller,  ye  jaudi  I'll  ha 
sworn  ye  wad  mtner  hear  ae  twnlpenny  clink  against 
another,  than  have  a  spring  from  Rorv  Dall,*  if  ha 
was  coming  alive  again,  anes  errand.  Cang  doun  the 
gate  to  Lucky  Greg.oon's.  and  get  the  thing's  ye  want, 
and  bide  there  till  ele'en  hours  m  the  mom;  and  if  y« 
sec  Robin,  send  him  on  to  me." 

"Am  I  no  gaun  to  the  ploy,  then?"  aakl  Maggie^ 
in  adi8apf>ointed  tone. 

"And  what  for  siiould ye?"  said  her  lord  and  mat- 
tcT ;  "  to  dance  a'  night,  I'se  warrant,  and  no  to  be 
fit  to  walk  your  tae*s-lcngth  the  mom,  and  we  ha^-e 
ten  Scots  miles  afore  us?  Na,  na.  tStable  the  siet'd, 
and  pit  your  wife  to  bed,  when  ihtre's  night  wark  to 
do." 

"  Awecl,  aweel,  Willie  hinnie,  ye  ken  best :  but  0, 
take  an  unco  care  o'  yoursell,  and  mind  ye  nae  nae 
the  blessing  o'  sight." 

"Your  tongue  gars  me  whiles  tire  of  the  blesfnnjg; 
of  hearinir,  woman,"  replied  Willie,  in  answer  to  this 
tender  exhortation. 

But  I  now  put  in  for  my  interest.  "  Hollo,  good 
folks,  remember  that  I  am  to  send  the  boy  to  Afount 
ISharon,  and  if  you  go  to  the  Shepherd's  Bush,  honesi 

•  BUnd  Rorie,  a  fkoraaa  ptrfoimer,  aeeoidiiiff  to  tnditioa. 
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■nan,  how  the  <ieuce  am  I  to  suide  the  blind  man 
here  he  »  going  ?    I  know  little  or  nothuiK  of  the 


"An  ye  ken  micklc  less  of  my  hinny,  air,"  replied 
[•ippe^  "that,  think  he  nred8  ony  guidm^!;  he's  the 
M  {^ehimeoll,  that  ye^l  find  between  Crini.'ll  and 
iruue.  Hf>rs<e-ro3d  and  footpath,  parish-road  and 
irk-road  high-n)ad  and  cross'road,  he  kens  ilka  foot 
f  Douna  ill  Nithadale." 

Av,  ye  miuht  have  said  in  braki  Scotland,  gude- 
rife."  added  the  fiddler.  "But  panp  your  ways, 
f aggie,  that's  the  first  v/'we  word  yc  hae  spoke  tlic 
ay.  I  wish  it  was  dark  night,  and  rain,  and  wind, 
xthei^'Diloinan'aaake.  that  I  might  show  him  there 
iwbilca  when  ane  had  bet tiT  want  een  than  have 


to  conaider  whether  I  could,  wnlh  propriety,  or  even 
pi.-rfect  Hnfety,  intrude  my:»elf  again  u\>nn  the  hos- 
pirnlily  of  my  former  host.  I  therefore  asked  Willie. 
w;hether  we  were  bound  for  the  Laird'a,  as  folk  called 
him. 

*'  Do  ye  ken  the  Laird  T'  said  Willie,  iniemiptinp  a 
mmata  of  Corelii,  of  which  he  had  whistled  several 
bars  with  great  precision. 

"I  know  the  Lainl  a  little,"  paid  I;  "and  there- 
fore, I  WIS  doubting  whether  I  ought  to  go  to  his 
town  in  disguise." 

"And  I  should  doubt,  not  a  little  only  but  a  great 
deal,  before  1  took  ye  there,  my  ehnp,"  said  Wandering 
Willie;  "for  I  am  thinking  it  watl  \w  w<»rth  little  less 
than  broken  banc's  baith  to  you  and  me.    Na,  na. 


b;  for  I  am  as  true  a  guide  by  darkness  as  by  i  chap,  we  an'  no  ganging  to  the  Laird's,  but  to  a  blithe 
"  ^ "  '*  birhng  at  the  ifrokenburn-foot.  where  there  w  ill  be 

mony  a  braw  lad  and  lass ;  and  raaylH>  there  inny  be 
some  of  the  Laini's  folk,  for  he  never  comes  to  sic 
splores  himsell.  He  is  all  for  fowling-piece  and 
salmon  spear,  now  that  pike  and  musket  arc  out  oi 
the  question." 
"  He  has  been  a  solditr,  (hen  ?"  said  L 
"I's*?  warrant  him  a  w»ger,"  answered  Willie;  "but 
take  my  advice  and  speer  as  little  about  him  as  he 
di>es  alHHit  you.  Best  to  let  sleeping  dogs  lie.  Better 
say  naething  about  the  Laird,  my  man,  and  tell  me 
instead,  what  sort  of  n  ehnp  ye  art*,  thot  are  sae  ready 
to  rleik  in  with  an  auld  gnberlunzie  fiddler?  Maggie 
says  ve're  leentle,  but  a  shilling  maks  a'  the  difference 
thiit  jVI aggie  kens,  ln-twecn  a  gentle  and  a  semple, 
and  your  crowns  wad  mak  ye  a  prince  of  the  blood  in 
her  een.  But  I  am  ane  that  ken.^  full  wecl  that  ye 
may  wear  gotni  elaithes,  and  have  a  safl  hand,  and 
yet  that  may  come  of  idleness  as  weel  as  gentrice." 

I  told  him  my  name,  with  (he  same  addition  I  had 
formerly  given  to  Mr.  Joshua  Geddes;  thnt  1  was  a 
law-student,  tintl  of  my  studies,  and  rambling  about 
for  exercise  and  amusement. 


iDtemally  as  well  pleased  that  my  compankm  was 
mpiit  to  give  me  this  last  proof  of^  his  skill,  I  wrote 
I  note  with  a  pencil,  desiring  Sanmel  to  bring  my 
brws  at  midnight,  when  I  thought  my  frolic  would 
be  well  nigh  over,  to  the  place  to  which  the  beart^r 
iknkl  direct  him,  and  I  sent  little  Beiijie  with  an 
ipolog>-  to  tlic  worthy  Quakers. 

As  we  parted  in  diflerent  directions,  the  sood  wn- 
nan  said.  "Oh,  sir,  if  ye  wad  but  ask  Willie  to  tell 

aine  ofnis  tales  to  shorten  the  gate !    He  can  si)eak 
ioay  minister  frae  the  pu'pit,  and  he  might  have 

been  a  minieter  himsell,  Imt" 

"Haud  your  tongue,  ye  fiile!"  said  W-illie,--"But 
May.  Me^— gie  nic  a  kiss,  we  maunna  iinrt  in  anger, 
BeitAer.''— And  thus  our  society  separated.* 


LETTER  XL 

THE  SAME  TO  THE  SAME. 

Toe  are  now  to  conceive  us  proceedine  in  our  dif- 
Iseiit  directions  across  the  bare  downs.  Yonder  Hies 
faiieBenjie  to  the  northward,  with  Hemp  scamper- 
iog  at  his  heels,  both  rtmning  as  if  for  diiar  life,  so 
ioof  as  the  rugiie  is  withm  sight  of  his  employer,  and 
certain  to  take  the  walk  very  easy,  so  soon  as  he  is 
o«  of  ken.  Stepping  westward,  you  sec  Mag- 
ne'a  tall  fonn  and  highnrowned  hat,  relieved  by  the 
Soltehng  of  her  plaid  upon  the  left  shoulder,  darken- 
ing as  the  distance  diininislies  her  bizc,  and  as  the 
iefd  aunbeams  b<^n  to  sink  urKm  the  sea.  .She  is 
taking  her  quiet  journey  to  the  Shepherd's  Bush. 

Then,  stoutly  striding  over  the  lea,  you  have  a  full 
rinrof  Darsie  Latimer,  with  his  new  acquaintance, 
IVaodering  Willie,  wbo^  bating  that  he  touched  the 
IRNind  now  and  then  with  his  staff,  not  in  a  doubtful 
RToping  manner,  but  with  the  confident  air  of  an  ex- 
penenced  pilot,  heaving  the  lead  when  he  has  the 
aoundings  by  heart,  walks  as  firmlv  and  boldly  as  if  he 
poMcssed  ilie  eyes  of  Argus.  There  they  go,  each 
with  hia  violin  slung  at  his  back,  but  one  of  them  at 
least  totally  ignorant  whither  their  course  is  directed. 
And  wherefore  did  you  enter  so  keenly  into  such  a 
nMiifrolk:'?  says  my  wise  counsellor— Why,  I  think, 
qwn  the  whole,  that  as  a  sense  of  loneliness,  and. a 
li«(png  for  that  kindness  which  is  interchanged  in 
«oaety^  led  inc  to  take  up  my  temporar)-  residence  at 
Mount  Sharon,  the  monotony  of  my  life  there,  the 
S«rt  simphcityof  the  conversatkin  of  the  Geddcses, 
tod  the  uniformity  of  their  amiist^ments  and  employ- 
ments, wearied  out  my  impatient  temper,  and  pre- 
pared mc  for  the  first  escapade  which  chance  might 
ihmw  in  my  way. 

What  would  I  have  given  that  I  could  have  pro- 
nved  that  solemn  grave  visage  of  thine,  to  digriify 
this  joke,  as  it  has  done  fidl  many  a  one  of  mine 
mkal  Thou  hast  so  happy  a  knack  of  doing  tbe 
Bon  foolish  things  in  the  wisest  manner,  that  thou 
Riighitt  pass  thy  extravagances  for  rational  actions, 
wea  in  Uie  eyes  of  pnidence  hersf:lf. 

From  the  airertion  which  my  cuide  observwl,  I  he- 
nn  to  suspect  that  the  dell  at  Brokenburn  was  our 
Pn^bnUe  destination ;  and  it  became  important  to  me 
*lti«eeTtain  tint  in  many  eaiRt  tlie  blind  have,  by  ronvtiuat 
•■ntiw  of  their  ottier  onranH,  learned  to  nwrcomo  a  dtrfert 
*hKli  one  wfMild  think  inmiiable  of  beinc  nippliud.  Kvery 
■■■te  WMt  ivmember  tbe  eelebrmied  Blind  Jack  of  Knambo- 
K«|h,  who  Uvsd  by  layuf  out  md& 


And  are  ye  in  the  wont  of  drawing  up  wi'  a'  the 
gangrel  bodies  thot  ye  meet  on  the  hign-r«).'id,  or  find 
cowering  in  a. sand-bunker  upon  the  links?"  dt-manded 
Willie. 

"Oh  no;  only  with  honest  folks  like  yourself^ 
Willie,"  was  my  reply. 

"Honest  folks  like  me!— How  do  yr  ken  w*bethor 
I  am  honest,  or  whnt  I  am  ?— I  may  be  the  dccvil 
himsell  for  what  ye  ken ;  for  he  has  power  to  come 
disgiiised  like  an  angel  of  light ;  and  beskles,  he  is 
a  prime  fiddler.  He  played  a  sonata  to  Corelii,  ye 
ken." 

There  was  something  odd  in  this  speech,  and  the 
tone  in  which  it  was  said.    It  seemed  as  if  my  com- 

{lanion  was  not  always  in  his  constant  mind,  or  that 
le  was  ^^-illing  to  try  if  he  could  frighten  me.  I 
laughed  at  the  extravagance  of  his  languap,  how- 


ever, and  asked  him  in  reply,  if  he  was  fooi  enough 

to  believe  that  the  foul  fien  ' 

masc^uernde. 


to  believe  that  the  foul  fiend  would  play  so  silly  a 


"  Ye  ken  little  about  it— little  about  it "  said  the  old 
man,  shaking  his  head  and  brard,  and  knitting  his 
brows—"  I  could  tell  yc  something  about  thai." 

What  his  wife  mentioni'd  of  his  b«-ing  a  tale-teller, 
as  well  as  a  musician,  now  occurred  to  me ;  and  as 
you  know  I  like  talesof  Fup<'rs(ition,  I  begged  to  have 
a  specimen  of  his  talent  as  we  went  along. 

"  It  is  vor>'  tnie,"  naid  the  blind  man,  "  that  when 
I  am  tired  of  scraping  thaimi  or  singing  ballants,  I 
whiles  make  a  tale  8er\'e  the  turn  among  the  country 
b«Klie8;  and  I  have  some  fearsome  anes.  that  mako 
the  auld  enrlines  shake  on  the  settle,  and  the  bits  o' 
bairns  skirl  on  their  minnies  out  frae  their  beds.  But 
this  that  I  am  gaun  to  tell  you  was  a  thing  that  l>efell 
ill  our  ain  house  in  my  father's  time— that  is,  my  father 
was  then  a  hsfflins  callant ;  and  I  tell  it  to  you,  thai 
if  mav  l>e  a  lesson  to  you,  that  are  but  a  young, 
thoughtless  chap,  wha  ye  draw  up  wi'  on  a  lonely 
road ;  for  muckle  was  the  dool  and  care  that  came  o  t 
to  my  giidesirc."  ,.     ,     •        ,•    • 

He  commenced  his  tale  accordingly,  in  a  distinct 
narrative  tone  of  voice,  which  he  rni.'»t"d  and  depressed 
with  considerable  skill :  at  times  sinking  almtwt  into 
a  whisper,  and  turning  his  clear  but  sightless  eveballi 
upon  my  face^  as  if  it  had  been  possible  for  him  lo 


REDGAUNTLET. 


[LrrmZt 


witness  thcwnpTfiiHion  whirh  hi«  nnmnvr mat\c  upon  !  ffmni  an  thrv  fpfirerl,  jinH  ofh<»r  folk  thoDffht  fbr.  Tfc 
my  f-utnre.*.    I  will  m»t  i»pan'  you  a  syllnblr  nf  it,  al- 1  *Miiu«»  inmfi'  .in  nnro  rrnwini^  whal  thi-y  wad  *k» 


tiioiii;ii  it  be  i>f  tile  lunmsl ;  s».i  1  iii:ikc'  a  d;i»h and 

begin 

WANP£:B1N0  WILLI p/a  TAtC 

Ye  maun  Invo  birani  of  Sir  Rohrrt  UHsflunrlrt  of 
thai  Ilk,  wh:.)  liv.i]  in  ihi.'se pHrts U-tore rlnMji ar  yt^nna, 
Tlio  country  vviU  Ian:;  iiiiriti  imn ;  nm\  onr  fathrrs 
uw-il  lo  (iriw  brralli  tliiitk  if  t'ViT  th»'y  In-anJ  liini 
iianifxl.  Ill-  was  our  wi'  tlic  n'Hnn'iiiH'n  in  Mon- 
trose'.** linit';  ;\\v.\  umuv.  hi'  wns  in  ilif  lulls  wi'  (Mm 


Willi  th  If  iiiil.l  I  n-iuit'H.  anil  in«*iH»i-i->l  wi'  Sir  Kohm 
Ri  .lifjinntl!  r.  lidt  thi-m  wr-n-  «w<r  inon^  sin'si  fdlkn 
i!:p:>ifi  in  the  naiiip  rii'irrsy,  fo  innk  a  !i(ick  andHpan 
111  w  warlH.  So  prtrJiHmt'nf  nnHi*'d  it  o*  oiii-fcT«ai[ij; 
in>l  Sir  Roti(.rt«  brtnn.;  that  fit-  was  hfid  tohnntinK 
\\}\v'i*  'm:i\r<i,\  of  ('••vrnanii-ra,  reinain'ti  just  the  mm 
li-  WMS.  llis  rcvi-l  wax  as  Imid,  and  his  hnli  &9  wM 
iiu'htcil.  n.M  fVcT  ir  had  hti>n.  fhoutrh  maylfe  he  Inckcd 
ili»<lin''*ii)rtl:c  niin-rciiiturmi.«lH,  thalu^.-d  toitnaetti 
Mtoirk  !ii>  l:»nliT  :irid  r«'IIar;  fnr  ii  is  CfTfnin  he  b-.-jan 


i;airn  in  ike  mmxi-  imi  Uundreil  and  fifty-lwa  ;  and  sai*  [  to  !>-.•  kr.'iiiT  abont  ilu-  rents  than  hi.-*  tenants  usoi  tit 
when  Kiii;^  CbnrK-H  thf  S«>4*(i|id  ranic  in,  wim\vRs  1:1    find  him  biM'orf.  and  th»*y  tN-hov(!ft  to  lie  pnnnpt  tiithe 


sic  fav.mr  «■•  tli.'  Lainl  of  Ili'<lipiiuifl'-t  ?    He  war* 
kniubriif  at  r.onori  rt»nrt.  wi'  the  Kin-'s  niii  sword; 


rtiit'dny,  or  v\»r  the  I.ainl  wasna  plea^tl.    And  Ik 
an  aw^^»nlo  b«»dy,   tliiit  nnfb*»dy  rami  to 


and  b(*in:;n  ruiliol  pniatiMt,  he  (;aiiii'di»wii  in^n?.  ram*    nii;;i  r  liini :  f^r  thf  oath:«  lie  sworv,  anil  the  raqr  thai 

pniiqin^  like  a  \u*\\,  with  connniMsions  ol'lientnianr)-,  |  \\r  nftrd  to  p'f  into,  and  the  louks  that  he  put  nn, 

(and  of  lunaey.  for  what  I  kin,)  n»  put  down  a'  llie  '  .  ■  .   l-  .      i  . 

\\'Wii*s  and  Coviiiani.  r:«  in  tin'  eoinitry.    Wild  wark 

they  made  of  it ;  for  tlif*  Wliiui*  wr  n-  as  dour  as  the 

Caval'crs  were  li-n'O,  and  U  was  whii'li  should  first 

lire  tin-olhi-r.    Ui'd^auntlft  wai*  a>«!  for  the  sirimu 

hand;  and  Ids  nam<;  is  k<rnd  as  \vidi>  in  thec-nintry 

o«CI:iviT!ioiisi;'s<ir  T:un  D;dy»ir«.    till  n.  non!  iriT'r, 

nor  I  ountnin.  nor  e:iVi',  could  hide  the  pnir  hid-fitlk 

when  lirKJirnnnili't  w;as  out  with  h'.i^Io  and  blooil* 

hound  after  them,  as  if  they  liad  Ixvn  nae  mi>ny  dtt-r, 


m;id>;  men  Minietimes  think  him  a  deril  nirnrnate.* 
Weil,  rny  umlesire  was  nae  rnanaiier— no  that  hf 
was  a  v«:ry'j;pat  niismiider— but  he  hndna  fhcsoiin^ 
ffift,  and  lie  trot  twa  icTins'  rent  in  amar.  HepMthe 
tirst  bni«ih  at  Whit«i;nday  pnt  ower  wi'  fair  word  ond 
pip'm? ;  but  whi-n  Martinmas  came,  there  was  a  Mtn- 
nions  fr^iiii  the  ^riind-ofliefr  to  **otne  wi'  th»'renr  on 
a  day  priH"-f  j^o,  or  tUe  Steenie  Is-hovefl  to  flit  Stir 
wark   h»*  had  to  kuI  the  siller;  but  he  was  wr!- 

.  ,  ,  freended,  and  at  1;!j«1  he  fun  the  haill  srrajied  tht- 

And  troth  wlun  ihry  fnipl  ihrm,  they  jliilni  mak  _  umIut— a  thousand  inerks— the  inaiM  of  it  wss from 
nniekk^  niair  cTcmonv  than  a  Ilii  hiniiuMi  wi'  ri  roe-  j  a  nei^^ldmur  they  eaaM  I^aurie  Laprnik — a  Av  tini. 
niick— It  was  jn-iT,  •' Wil!  ye  t.ik  i!ie  .n-:<i  ?"  -if  not,  j  I.aurit-  hail  walth  o'  vt'f^f— could  hunt  wi'  thelinurhl 
"  Miikc  reaily  |»res'nl--firL'r'--and  tlure  lay  the  rv- 1  isnd  rin  wi"  the  hare  --and  bf  Whi;^  or  Tory,  sounf  rtr 
cu'^ant.  , '*:nM'.r,  MH  th»"  wii;d  sfood.   H»' was  a  i»r«)fi-sst>r  in  th-* 

Far  and  witlr  wa«i  Sir  UoluTt  hatj-d  and  f  areil.  ;  I^-volurion  wnrld.  but  \v'  likt-d  an  orra  sou^h  of  tlw 


M'-n  thuufcht  he  hail  a  diri-ri  eompsn'i  with  Safin  - 
thai  he  was  proof  ai:;iiu«t  stivi— antl  that  bullets  hap- 
|>f^l  air  his  buH'-coir  likn  hniUiaru-s  from  a  hfartli-  • 
that  he  hud  a  lui'i*'  that  wuuld  turn  a  hap' on  the  side 
of  Carrifri'-jiawu'*  and  luuekle  ut  the  s:ime  piir- 
jiost!,  of  whiik  nnir  nnon.  Tin*  lH;t-f  blen^^in^  tlifv 
ware-d  on  him  was.  "Did  s<"owp  wi'  Kediiauut'.ci !" 
He  wasfia  a  b.ul^  niaisltT  to  his  ain  f»«l!\  ihoimh,  and 
was  wt-'d  aiiiMi;*!!  liked  by  h"-^  tuinn'.-";  rin'l  a-»  in. 


warld ;  and  u  luin;  on  the  pirn's  wwd  an«-.ii!h  at  n  !|y 
:imi'.  and  id.iine  a',  be  thou'jrhl  he  had  Ljudc  S''n!i?fV 
for  the  sil!«'r  he  Icnl  my  jrudesire owtrr  the  siix-kiiyjat 
PrimroS'-KiMWi*. 
Away  tT'»i?«  my  snid'^sin*  to  Reds»runtl^t  Onstk  wi* 
hyavy  niir«'»  and  a  Uj^hi  heart,  triad  to  hfiwf  o(  ih« 
I  I.aird'sdiMiL'r-r.     Weel,  the  first  ihini?  be  l»=arnrf!  il 
:  fh-  Cantl.'  was.  that  Sir  Rohf-rt  had  fr^.tfrd  hiinK4l 
.  ._  rj  infi)  n  tit  of  rhi.»  in>ut.  Invans?^  he  flid  not  appi^rb^ 

the  lackies  a:id  troopiTM  iliat  raid  mil  wi"  him  ^^i  Mu; .  fon?  twelve o'lli^i'k.  It  wasna  a'lhi'iiiiluT  fur  s."ii»eiil 
iv."r9».'eui ions,  lis  th*' Whlus  esia'il  tho«ie  kill  ny  fijiies.  j  rh'*  m(mi-y.  Dotiu-il  th:»UL'ht;  Jsif  b^-rausi:  he  d'dna 
they  wad  hucdruukLii  themsolls  blind  to  his  iu-allli  at  like  to  piirt  wi  mv  ^udi-s!re  atf  iht.>  unmd.  Dmi^!! 
onv  time.  was  i;|;>d  to  Mt»  i"^ti'j;nit».  hmiI  bmuirhf  htm  inli>t'K' 

N'owyou  arf  to  ki-n  that  my  ynde'^ire  livetl  on  Re  I- '  irn-ai  ink  p:irl«M.T,  and  rhr^rf  sat  fh**  Lain]  his  |«i»srMiw 
caimth'i'sgriind  -i!iey  ca' thepl.u'i'PrimrnSf-Knowe.  I  Inn.',  exniitMr.^  lh.it  he  had  brsirlr  bim  a  srrcnt, '!'■ 
NVe  had  live«l  on  tlip  v'^ti-'"'.  5*"''  unl'  r  the  Ilitlc^aunl- 1  fav«»im'd  jsiekannpe.  rh:it  was  a  SfHTinl  pit  of  hi*;  i 
|i>rs,  since  tln'  rii!i.M;?il:iy<.  and  lam:  b  f.ue.  It  wa^  a  :  rJineki-na  ht  usi  it  wns,  and  niony  an  iil-natur»*d  tn<4i 
pleasant  bit ;  and  1  ihin'K  tiv-  air  is  eallrn'r  and  fn':^her  i  it  piavi'd  -ill  to  pir mv  it  was.  and  easily  aniferd-* 
there  than  ony  when:  else  in  till!  countr.-.  It's  a' de- '  riti  aliout  the  hnlll  rastle,  ehaiterms!  and  yowlina, 
serti^J  now;  and  I  siiton  the  brok'-ndoor-rlui'k  fhr.>e  '  and  Dinehin:/  and  biuii:;  folk,  espj-nally  Ivef-ire  ill 
days  since^  and  was  !j;lad  1  eouldna  M'e  the  nli^hi  the  -.vi-ath.r,  or  di^tlIrhanl:t'M  in  the  sia'e.  Sir  Rfilwrt 
plaee  was  ui :  but  that's  a' wide  «»' the  mark.  ThiT? .  ena'd  it  Mnor  Wct,  alter  the  w:irIoek  that  wm 
dwelt  mypuslesir*?  J^tecuie  Steiiison,  a  ramblinj?,  rai-  [  f>unit;t  .nn<l  tVw  folk  hki,-d  either  ihf  name  or  iht 
tlinscchiel  he  had  been  in  his  youtiK  days,  and  could  '  eontlirions  of  the  cn'a'nrt.^— fhi-y  thiuii?ht  ihire  wM 
plav  weel  on  the  pipes;  h-?  was  famous  at  "Hiv^prrs  •  sonufthin?  in  it  by  ordnnr — ami  my  trudesin*  wnsaol 
and  Oirrlers"  -a'  C*uuiberland  eoulaiui  touch  him  at '  iustensy  in  his  mind  when  thi^  diNi'r  shut  i>n  hnit,  nni 
•■Joekie  r«attijr'~andhe  had  the  fin-si  fi.m.T  for  the  .  he  siw  hini**r-!f  in  th"  ri.>oni  wi'  na(bi>ily  Iwt  the 
liar.k-lilt  Uftwer'n  I*erwiek  ami  ('arli^le.    The  like  o'  ,  I.ainl,  Douirnl  Maef'allum,  and  the  Maior,  a  Uiin? 

w. ; .1 .    .1....    .1 1..    i*-i  ■— .  -1       -•„_.  i-_  1 ..1 I  ».  I.-..  1     A- •'     ' 


c  sort  that  they  made  Whirrs  o'. 
?  a  Tory,  as  they  ea'  if,  whien  we 


Siivnie  wasna  :hc 
And  so  he  bei'ame 

now  c  i'  Jaeobite.s,  just  out  of  a  knid  of  newleessily. 
that  he  miirht  belnnu  to  some  side  or  other.  lie  bad 
nae  ill-wiU  to  the  Wiiiu'  bodies,  and  liUeil  little  to  s^t; 
the  bludc  rin,  though,  bein;;  oMI^'nl  to  follow  Sir 
l^olu-rt  in  hunting  and  hosting^,  watrhiii'^  am!  ward- 
ins,  he  saw  tiuu-Kle  mischief,  and  ni.i)be  did  some, 
that  he  "ouldna  avoid. 
Now  Steenie  wns  a  kind  of  favourite  with  his  mas- 


that  hndna  chanced  to  him  U'fore. 

Sir  IlolH'rt  sat,  or,  1  sIkniKI  say,  lay,  in  a  lae"! 
armeil  chiir,  wi'  hisi'mnd  velvet  Kown,  and  his  l«rt 
on  •.  er:K.'l.> :  for  he  hiul  baith  jiout  and  irmrel,  and  lu 
fai-t!  looked  as  yash  and  j^hasitiy  ns  Satan's.  Mnjof 
Wiir  s:if  oppjgite  to  hiin,  in  a'  red  laced  roa»»  and 
the  r^aird's  wii;  on  his  head  ;  and  aye  ns  Sir  RnbiTt 
irirn  d  wi'  leiin,  th*»  ja  •katinre  ^rned  ?Oi>,  like  a 
shif  p's-he{»(l  bi'twi-en  ri  pair  ot  tanas— an  i!]-f.;upd, 
fearsome  c«iupli'  they  were.    The  Laird's  buil-eoal 


fer,  and  kund  a'  the  folks  about  th-.-  enstle,  and  was  j  wns  humj  on  a  pin  lu  hind  him,  and  his  bromNwonl 
nften  acni  for  to  play  th*  pipes  when  thev  were  at  |  ami  his  pistoN  within  reach;  I'or  he  krepif  UMtn'*aulii 
their  mijrriinent.  Aiild  Dou'^al  Macf.'ullum,  tlie butler,  fashion  of  luiviiiK  tiie  w.ai>ons  readv,  on;)  a  horw 
that  had  followed  Sir  Robert  thri»Uirh  Kude  nnd  ill.  I       „_         ..         ,       ,     *■       r^r       i^.  ,.- 

tbu'k  nnd   thin     rwwd   nrwi   Rfrr-nm    wn«  *irw.i>iillr  frmil  '       "  1^"' '"««»"»"  nnil  mftilfrBtmn  of  Kme  Wilnrni  III.    pnd  hii 

IIIUK  and  inin,  nool  anti  stream,  was  M>eciam  lond  pr.nrM)l»*infuniiineiii  i..vmtii.n.  «l.-..riv«..l  ttu*  t-nmiT.ni.Mi^or 
of  the  pipes,  and  aye  «ae  my  gmlesire  h:s  innk'  word  tin;  oiM>i>'Uiiiiiy  iin-v  .-.'dfufv  iii.Hirr,f.  ii>  rfi.niiote  in.-  ini«nM 
wi'  the  LninI;  for  Dougal  oould  turn  his  master  »»>"•••  Huy  imi  r,ii.iv.:.i  iiithne  iiiif  n-ipn  of  i>n>i.irt.  mm* 
round  his  Rnnor  '  '■""'>  ^'••"  '«""'■  «•  Oh-i  milli«<l  n.  from  tin*  ixilliition  of  l>laiML 

\V^.I    r«   lln  i.,™-  tVi<>  P«v»1.o;.,n   .nJ  it  K«J  i;i,«  ■  ""^^  ••H'Tin^d  tl.o  n».v...Hfii.n,  lh..T*ti.n;.  only  n  hMf  n»ra«iT», 
neel,  round  came  the  Revcdiition.  and  it  had  1  ke ,  wii.rii  n-Mtiier  ronipr«ii.M.d..il  thi»  ninj.Mi:-  ih.:  Knk  m  inl 
tc  have  bmken  the  hearts  haith  oi  Dou;;n!  ana  his  i  full  m'leiKii.ur.  nor  the  rvvcnce  of  ili«  death  m'  tlie  i^iinti  oa 
master.    But  the  chan^ie  was  not   a'tlu^piher  i»ae    tliein- r-'^in'"ni.  . 

I      'Af^li-bRtioit  w(/.Bra,«}zecutedatE(lh]bur|li  r<;rM>roerra»d 
*  A  precipitufM  side  of  a  BHWiitiuu  m  Mufiuttki*.  1  oUicr  (ymius. 
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nddled  day  and  night,  ju8t  as  he  mod  to  do  when  he 
mB  abl^  to  loup  on  horseback^  and  away  after  uny  of 
the  hill-folk  he  ctuild  eel  siH-onnKs  of.  Some  said  it 
WM  ft*r  fear  of  the  WhiiES  taking  vengeance,  but  I 
judge  it  was  just  his  auld  cuHioni— he  wasna  gim  » 
bar  ony  thing.  The  rental-book,  wi]  its  black  cover 
and  brnsB  clasps,  was  lying  beside  him :  and  a  book 
of  fculduddry  sangs  was  put  betwixt  the  leaves,  to 
htejf  it  ojjen  at  the  place  where  it  bore  evidence 
uainst  lh«  Goodman  of  Primrose-Knowe,  as  behind 
uie  hand  with  his  mails  and  duties.  Sir  Robert  i^iive 
my  giidt'sire  a  look,  as  if  he  would  have  withered  \n» 
heart  in  his  bosom.  Ve  maun  ken  he  had  a  way  nf 
bending  his  brows,  that  men  saw  the  visible  mark  of 
a  horse-shoe  in  his  forehead,  deep-dinted,  as  if  it  hod 
been  stamped  there. 

**Are  ye  come  light4iandcd,  ye  son  of  a  toom 
irbisile  1    said  Sir  Robert    ''  Zounds !  if  you  are"  — 

My  giidesirc,  with  as  gude  a  countenance  as  he 
Dould  put  on,  made  a  leg,  and  placed  ih?  bac  of  niauf  y 
HI  the  table  wi'  a  dasb^-like  a  man  that  does  soiml- 
thing  clever.  The  Laird  drew  it  to  him  hastily  — 
"la  It  all  here,  Stccnie,  man  V* 

"  Yoiu-  honour  will  find  it  rij^ht,"  said  my  giideflire, 

*'  Here,  Dougal,''  said  the  Laird,  **gie  Steenie  a  t:i^ 
if  brandy  down  stairs,  till  I  count  the  siller  and  write 
die  receipt." 

But  they  werena  weel  out  of  the  room,  when  Sir 
Robert  gMd  a  yelloch  that  garr'd  the  Castle  rock ! 
Back  r«a  Dou^l— in  flew  ilic  liverj'-men— yell  on 
fell  gird  the  Laud,  ilk  anc  mair  awfu  than  the  ittu^r. 
Ily  gudeaire  knew  not  whether  to  stand  or  flee,  hui 
he  ventured  back  into  the  parhuir,  where  a'  was  gnuit 
lurriy-£:irdie— naebody  to  say  'come  in,'  or  'gae  out.' 
IVrnbly  the  Laird  roared  for  cauld  water  to  nia  fei't, 
lod  wine  to  cool  his  throat;  and  hell,  hell,  helLiiiui 
ita  flaoieA,  was  aye  the  word  in  his  mouth.  They 
brought  him  water,  and  when  they  plunged  hissw<)tii 
fieet  Into  the  tub,  he  cried  out  it  was  burning;  mid 
folk  say  that  it  did  bubble  and  sparkle  like  a  seething 
caldroit.  He  flung  the  cup  at  Dougal's  head,  unA 
Mid  he  had  given  him  blood  instead  of  burgumiy  [ 
and,  sure  aneugh,  the  lass  washed  clotted  blood  <i  6 
the  oawft  rile  nast  day.  The  iackanapc  they  casiM 
Major  Weir,  it  jibbered  and  cried  as  if  it  was  mocking' 
in  roaster;  my  gudesire's  head  was  like  to  turn-  he 
foigDi  baith  silter  and  receipt,  and  down  stairs  he 
ban^tid  ;  but  as  he  ran,  the  shrieks  came  faint  and 
fainter;  there  was  a  deep-drawn  shivering  groan, 
and  word  gacd  through  the  Castle,  tluit  the  Laird 
wwdead.  .,  !■   ^         •    L 

Wecl,  away  came  mv  gudesire.  wr  his  nnger  m  nis 
■Quth,  and  nia  best  hope  was,  that  Dougal  had  seen 
the  money-bag,  and  heani  the  Laird  si>eaR  or  writing 
the  receipt.  The  young  Laird,  now  Sir  John,  came 
from  Rdinbuivh,  to  see  things  put  to  rights,  i^u 
John  and  his  father  never  gree  d  weel.  Sir  John  bjuJ 
been  bred  an  advocate,  and  afterwards  sat  in  tUv 
Im  Scots  Parliament  and  voted  for  the  Union,  hav- 
iag  gottei^  it  was  thouuht,  a  rug  of  the  compensa- 
tims— if  hta  father  cfxila  have  come  out  of  his  grave, 
he  would  have  brained  him  for  it  on  his  awn  hearth- 
Mane.  Some  thought  it  was  easier  counting  with,  the 
aoU  rough  Knight  than  the  fair-spoken  young  ane- 
bat  mair  of  that  anon. 

Dougal  MacCallum,  poor  body,  neither  grat  nor. 
gianea  but  gaed  about  the  house  looking  like  a 
ooipac,  but  directing,  as  was  his  duty,  a'  the  order  of 
the  grand  funeral.    Now,  Dougal  looked  aye  wai^r 
ud  waur  when  night  was  commg,  and  was  aye  the 
Ivt  to  gang  to  his  bed,  whilk  was  in  a  little  round  • 
JHt opposite  the  chamber  of  dais,  whilk  his  maBhr 
HCopM  while  he  was  living,  and  where  he  now  In^  [ 
ia  state^  as  they  caa*d  it  WK'l-a-day!.   The  nigliT  [ 
More  the  funeral,  Dougal  could  kei^phisawn  coun^rl 
iielansBer :  he  came  doun  with  his  proud  spirit,  &nd  ^ 
kiriy  Bwkm  auld  Hntcheon  to  sit  in  hiis  room  wilii } 
liin  for  an  hour.    When  they  were  in  the  roand,  | 
>Mwal  took  ae  tass  of  brandy  to  himsell,  and  gAve  ^ 
iDother  tu  Ilucheon,  wished  him  all  health  audlan^c;  i 
ifri,  and  said  that,  for  himsell,  he  was  na  Tang  foz ". 
his  world  I  for  that,  rvery  night  since  Sir  Roberts  ; 
eath,  bis  silver  call  had  sounded  from  the  slate  | 
hamber,  jiut  as  it  used  to  do  at  nights  in  his  lifetime,  | 


to  call  Dougal  to  help  to  turn  him  in  his  bed.  Iiougal 
said,  tiiat  being  alone  with  the  dead  on  that  floor  of 
the  tower,  (for  naebody  cared  to  wake  Sir  Robert 
Redgnuntlet  like  another  corpse,)  he  had  never  daured 
to  answer  the  call,  but  that  now  his  conscience 
checked  him  for  neglecting  his  duly ;  for,  "  though 
death  breaks  service,'*  said  MacCallum,  "  it  shall 
never  break  my  service  to  Sir  Ruben ;  and  I  will 
answer  his  next  whistle,  so  be  you  will  stand  by  me, 
HutclHon." 

Huieheon  had  nac  will  to  the  wark,  but  he  had 
stood  by  Dnngal  in  battle  and  broil,  and  he  wad  not 
fail  him  at  his  pinch ;  so  down  the  carles  snt  uwcr  a 
stoup  of  brandy,  and  Hutcheon,  who  was  something 
of  a  clerk,  would  have  read  a  chapter  of  the  Fible; 
hut  Dougal  would  hear  naething  but  a  blaud  of  Davie 
Lindsay,  whilk  was  the  waur  preparation. 

When  midnight  came,  and  the  house  was  quiet  as 
the  grave,  sure  aneugh  the  silver  whistle  sounded  as 
sharp  and  shrill  as  if  Sir  Robert  was  bio  wins;  it,  and 
up  gat  the  twa  auld  serving-men,  and  tottered  into  thc- 
room  where  the  dead  man  lay.  Hutcheon  saw 
aneugh  at  the  first  glance;  for  there  were  torches 
in  the  room,  which  anowed  him  the  foul  fiend  in  his 
ane  shape,  sittins  on  the  Laird's  coflin !  Over  he 
cx)wped  as  if  he  had  been  dead.  He  could  not  tell 
how  laiig  he  lay  in  a  trance  at  the  door,  but  when  ho 
guthered^himsclf,  he  cried  on  his  neighbour,  and  get- 
ting nae  answer,  raisiKl  the  house,  when  DoiHpl  was 
found  lyine  dead  within  twa  steps  of  (he  beu  where 
his  master  a  cuflin  was  placed.  As  for  the  whistle,  ii 
was  gane  anes  and  aye;  but  mony  a  time  was  it 
heard  at  the  top  of  the  house  on  the  barti/an,  and 
amang  the  aula  chimneys  and  turrets,  where  the 
howlets  have  their  nests.  Sir  John  hushed  the  mar- 
ter  up,  and  the  funeral  passed  over  without  mair 
bogle- wark.  .     . 

But  when  a*  was  ower,  and  the  Laird  was  beginnins: 
to  settle  his  aflairs,  everv  tenant  was  called  up  for 
his  arrears,  and  my  gudesire  for  the  full  sum  that 
sKmkI  against  him  in  the  renial-book.  Weel,  away 
he  trots  to  the  Castle,  to  tell  his  story,  and  tlicre  he 
is  introduced  to  Sir  John,  sitting  in  his  father's  chair, 
in  deep  mourning,  with  weepers  and  hanging  cravat, 
and  a  small  walking  rapier  by  his  eide,  insU'ad  of  the 
auld  broadswonl  that  had  a  hundred- weight  of  stee! 
about  it,  what  with  blade,  chape,  and  basket-hilt,  1 
have  heard  their  communing  sooftun  tauld  uwcr.  tliat 
I  almost  think  I  was  there  mysell.  though  I  could  ni 
be  born  at  the  time.  (In  fact,  Alan,  mv  companion 
mimickc<),  with  a  good  deal  of  humour,  the  flattering, 
conciliating  tone  of  the  tenant's  address,  and  the 
hyT»critical  melancholy  of  the  I^aird's  reply.  His 
errand-father,  he  said,  had,  while  he  spoke,  his  eye 
fixitf  on  the  rental-book,  as  if  it  were  a  niasiiff-dog 
that  he  was  afraid  would  spring  up  ^»d  bite  him.) 

"I  wuss  ye  joy,  sir^  of  the  bend  scat,  and  the  white 
loaf,  and  the  braid  lairdship.  Your  father  was  a  kind 
man  to  friends  and  ft)llowQr8  ;  muckle  grace  to  you. 
Sir  John,  to  fill  his  shoon— his  boots,  Isuld  say.  for 
he  seldom  wore  shoon,  unless  it  were  muils  when  he 
had  the  gout."  .  .       ,      , 

"Ay,  Steenie,"  quoth  the  Laird,  sighing de«)ly and 
putting  his  rutpkin  to  his  een,  "his  was  a  sudden  call, 
and  he  will  be  missed  in  the  countrj' ;  no  time  to  set 
his  house  in  ordei^weel  prepared  Godward,  no  dpiibr, 
which  is  the  root  of  the  matttT— but  left  us  behind  a 
tangled  hesp  to  wind,  Steenie.— Hem !  hem!  _We 
maun  go  to  business^  Steenie  ;  much  to  do,  and  little 
time  to  do  ir  in." 

Here  he  opened  the  fatal  volume,  I  have  heard  of 
a  thing  they  call  Doomsday-book— I  am  clear  it  has 
been  a  rental  of  back-ganging  tenants. 

"Stephen,"  said  Sir  John,  still  in  the  same  soft, 
sleekit  tone  of  voice— "Stephen  SlephenHon,or  Slecn- 
son,  ye  are  down  here  for  a  year's  rent  bcHind  th« 
the  hand— due  at  Inst  tenii."  .    ,  .      ,     ... 

Stijthcn.  "Please  your  honour,  Sir  John,  I  paid  it 
to  your  father."  .      .        ,    ,  ,       ^ 

Sir  Johv.  "Ye  took  arrceipt  then,  doubtless,  Ste- 
phen ;  and  can  produce  it  ?"     ,  . 

Stephen.  "Indeed  I  hadna  time,  an  it  like  vour 
honour ;  for  nae  sooner  had  I  set  doun  the  siller,  and 
just  as  his  honour  Sir  Robert,  that's  gaco,  drew  t  vxL 
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•lim  to  count,  nnd  ^Titc  on!  th^  receipt,  he  wns  ta'cn 
wi'  the  pamtt  th.ii  niiiovcd  him." 

"That  was  unluo'^y."  sni.l  Sir  John,  nfl«T  a  pnua--. 
"Rut  ye  innybe  paid  if  in  th;-  iT»;:*"nceof  Bt»nu lK<flv. 
I  want  but  a  tulis t/tiutij> tx'uh'uce,  Sinphcn.^  I  would 
gi»  ower  8trioily  to  work  with  no  yntuT  man." 

Stcitfini.  "'In>ih,  Sir  John,  th.-n-  was  nnehodv  in 
the  nioni  hiit  IVnijral  Maf-rulluiij,  tlie  bullrr.  But. 
as  your  honour  kms,  he  has  eVn  followed  his  auld 


Lainl  pwenrini?  blood  and  wonndi*  behind  him,  nn 
f;i>t  li^  ( vir  dill  Sir  Kobcrt,  and  roarinpfor  the  bailie 
am!  till*  hnroii-otfie^T. 

Away  r.idi'  my  ^riirjp*«irr  to  hi?  chief  crwiiior,  (him 
th«y  raa'd  Laurir  LniMiiik  )  to  trj'  if  h**  r*iuld  make 
ony  thiiii!  out  of  him ;  but  when  he  tauld  h\A  r^lory,  he 
cot  tmi  tin:  war!«t  word  in  his  waine— thi«f,  U-srgar, 
and  dyvour,  were  the  ^aftt!<t  terms;  and  to  I  he  boot 
of  thi  s<'  hard  tt mis.  Lauri'.-  hroucht  up  the  auld  Ptor) 


inasl'.:r."  ,  of  hi<>  (iijiping  hin  hand  in  tlir  bJiMKl  of  (iod'n  saunl^ 

"Very  unlucky  ajrain,  Strphen,"  said  Sir  Jolm,  1  just  as  ir  a  tinant  rou!d  have  hrlpod  ridmi;  with  the 
without  altorini^  his  voice  a  hin^de- note.  "The  man  Lam),  and  that  a  laird  hkr  Sir  Holier t  Kfd^aiinllrt. 
to  whom  yi^  paid  the  moni*y  i**  d»:ud~and  tlh'  m.m  !  ^ly  jsudra.n;  washy  thin  time,  far  he>-ond  tht-  lunrnds 
who  witnessi.-<l  the  i)aymen'i  in  di.-ad  tt)0-  -and  the  '.  of  pati»  nc,  and  while  he  and  I^aurie  wrn;  at  deil 


filler,  which  should  have  be«n  to  rlur  fore,  i:^  neith^^r 
F<.»en  nor  hiard  f<  !l  of  in  ilie  repositories.  How  am  I 
to  belicvr  a'  this'.'" 

Slci/imn.  "I  dinna  ki;n,  your  honour  ;  but  th^re  is 
n  bit  mc>morandum  note  oi'  the  very  coins;  for,  (»od 
help  mo!  I  had  to  borrow  out  of  twvnty  purnes; 
and  I  am  sure  ihnt  ilka  man  ih.^ro  stt  down  wdl  take 
his^rit  r»alh  for  what  purpttsi.'  1  h  )rrow(  d  the  monry." 

Sir  John.  "I  have  hitle  doubt  ye  burruired  th«; 
money,  Steonie,  It  i.s  the  pr.yvuTtt  to  my  father  thai 
I  watit  to  havj!  sauui  proof  of." 

Step/ien.  "The  siller  maun  be  alwut  the  house.  Sir 
John.  And  since  your  honour  never  jjot  it,  and  his 
honour  that  was  ca'nna  have  ta'eii  it  wr  him,  may  be 
some  of  the  fatnily  may  have  ^^li-n  i:." 

Sir  Jtttifi.  "  WV'will  exaiuine  the  »er\-ant8,  Ster»hen ; 
that  is  but  reasonablr." 

But  lackey  and  las«»,  and  page  and  groom,  all  d«niie<l 


ppo.d  till'  liars,  he  was  wanchnnrie  am  uu;h  to  ahuw 
I/ipraik's  docirinf  as  wn  1  as  the  man,  and  said 
things  that  sarr'd  folk'.s  fle«h  i»rue  that  hi-ard  them: 
—lie  wasna  just  hiniPcll,  and  ne  had  lived  wi'  a  wild 
set  in  his  day. 

At  la.«l  they  parted,  and  my  pidesire  wnp  to  rid^ 
hnme  through  tlK*  w«>od  of  IMimiirkie,  that  !8  a'  fouof 
;  black  firs,  as  ihi'y  Fay.— I  ken  the  wimkI,  but  thefir* 
'  may  be  bhu-k  or  wluie  lor  what  I  can  tell.— At  tfic 
entry  of  the  wood  there  is  a  wild  ctunmon,  and  oa 
The  rd;;o  of  the  common,  a  little  lonciv  ehangr»-hou8e, 
tliat  was  krtpit  then  by  an  nsrli-r-wifi',  tlnv  suld  hw 
caa'  her  Tibbie  Faw,  and  there  pair  Sleenf«'  cried  for 
a  mutchkin  of  bran«ly,  for  hr  hail  had  no  rvfn'shment 
the  haill  day.  Tibbie  was  r'amnsl  wi'  him  to  takes 
bite  I  if  moat,  but  hi'  couldna  think  o't,  nor  would  he 
take  his  fool  out  of  thr  stirrup,  and  ttxikofV the  brandy 
wholi^Iy  at  twa  drauKhlss  and  named  a  toast  at  each: 


stoutly  that  ihey  had  rver  seen  sinih  a  has  of  morwy    thi?  first  was,  the  memory  of  Sir  Koberl  Retlcauntlet, 
lis  my  gude.sirc  duijcribed.    What  was  waur,  he  had  |  .nnd  micht  he  n»'ver  lietiiii«-t  in  his  srove  till  he  had 


unluckily  not  mentioiuHi  to  any  livinp^  soul  of  ti.em 

hie  p;  rpode  of  paying  h\n  rent.    Ac  quean  had  noticed 

soinelhing  under  his  arm,  but  .sho  took  it  for  the  pipes. 

Sir  John  Redgauntlot  ordered  the  servants  oui  of 


rishted  his  iK>t>r  Inmd  tenant;  and  the  stvofid  was.  a 
health  to  Man's  Kn<>n>y.  if  h<;  would  but  pet  him  back 
the  j>«»ek  of  siller,  or  tMl  him  what  can 'e  o't.  for  he 
f>aw  thi*  haill  world  was  like  to  repani  him  as  a  thiff 


the  room,  and  tlun  said  to  my  RiuicMre,  "Now,  i  and  a  ch<at,  ami  he  took  that  waur  than  even  the 
Stcenie,  yc  sec  you  have  fair  play;  and,  as  I  have  :  ruin  of  hi.s  hous«^  and  hauld. 

little  di>ubt  ye  kt^n  beti(T  wliere  to  find  the  siller  than  |  On  he  nide,  little  carinar  where.  It  was  a  dark  night 
ony  other  body,  I  bfjr,  in  fair  terms,  and  for  your  own  .  lurneti  and  the  irers  madp  it  yet  darker,  nnd  he  w 
sake,  that  you  will  end  ihisfashene;  for,  Stephen,  ye  the  beast  take  us  ain  mad  through  the  wo<h1  ;  whrti. 
maun  pay  or  Hit"  |  all  of  a  sudd»n,  from  tired  and  wearitxl  that  it  wa? 

_"  The  Ijord  forpie  your  opinion."  said  Steph«'n,  ■  befor's  the  nag  brgan  to  sprim?,  and  lie*',  ami  cienA, 
driven  almost  to  his  wit's  e»d—  I  am  an  honest  that  my  gude.sire  could  hanily  keep  the  saddU^—lTpoa 
man."  tlie  whilk,  a  horsctnan.  suddenly  ndin?  up  beside  hiin. 

'*  So  am  I,  Stephen,'*  said  his  honour;  "  and  so  are  j  said,  "That's  a  mettle  beast  of  yours,  frrcnd;  will 
nil  the  folks  in  the  house,  I  J;o|m;.  But  if  there  l>e  a  ;  you  poll  him  ?"— So  snyini:,  he  touched  the  lnnwR 
knave  amongst  us,  it  umi:t  be  ho  that  tills  the  story  -  iicrk  with  his  ridini^-wand,  and  it  foil  into  its  auld 
he  cannot  prove."  He  pausiHl,  anri  then  ndd«Hi,  mair  heij;h-ho  <»f  a  ftumbbn::  trot.  "  But  his  simnk's  soon 
titcrnly.  "If  1  understand  your  trick,  sir,  you  want  to  j  out  of  him,  I  think,"  cv)ntinuf<i  the  straiicer,  "aad 
t.ike  advanta;?e  of  !?ome  malicious  reports  coneerning  that  is  like  mony  a  man's  courajre,  that  tninks  be 
thing!^  in  this  family,  and  particularly  respecting  my  |  wad  do  f?r*  at  things  til!  he  come  to  the  proof." 
father's  sudden  death,  thereby  to  cheat  me  out  of  ih»;  My  trudtsire  sca"n?e  listened  to  this,  hut  spurred  hii 
money,  and  pf'rhaps  take  away  my  character,  by  in-  ,  horsjc,  with  "liude  e'en  ti>y<»u,  frtrnd." 
fdnuating  that  I  have  rei'eivcii  the  rent  I  am  demand- .  But  it's  like  the  stranger  was  ane  that  doesna 
ing.— Where  do  you  suppose  this  money  to  bo.' — I  |  lightly  yield  his  point;  for,  ride  as  Steenie  liked,  he 
insist  upon  knowing."  |  was  aye  beside  him  at  tlu'  s(-If<amr  pace.    At  lat>i 

My  gudesire  saw  every  thing  look  sae  niuckle  again<!t  my  gtiih  fire,  Stci:nie  St«f -nson,  gr«'w  half  angry ;  audi 
hini  tuat  he   grew  nearly  des[n  rat r— however,  he    to  >;iv  the  truth,  half  fearwl. 

»hif(((i  from  one  f<ioi  to  anothtr,  looked  to  every- c*jr-  |  "What  is  it  that  ye  want  with  me,  frecnilT*  he 
ner  of  the  room,  and  made  un  answer.  ,  said.     "If  ye  be  a  rohUr,  1  have  nae  money;  if  yebf 

"  Speak  out,  sirrah,"  riaid  the  r«aini,  assuming  a  look  -a  leal  man,  wanting  company,  I  have  n:'c  heart  to 
of  his  father's,  a  very  particular  am*,  which  he  had  i  mirth  or  speaking:  and  if  ye  want  to  ken  the  road,  I 
\yhon  he  was  angry— it  Sf.rmixl  as  if  the  wrinkles  of   searr-e  ken  it  mysell.** 

his  frown  made  that  stir«<ime  fearful  shape  of  i  I  "If  you  will  tell  mr  your  grief,"  said  the  Btnnsrrt 
horse's  shoe  in  the  midillo  of  his  brow ;— "  Speak  out,  ■  "I  am  one  that,  ihough  I  have  been  sair  mi.s<'aaa  in 
j«ir  I  I  iT'll  know  your  thoughts;— <lo  yon  sup;iose  that  j  the  worid,  am  tin-  only  hand  for  helping  my  freends.** 
I  havi!  this  money  ?'  So  my  irudesire,  tr)  ease  his  ain  heart,  n-  lir  than 

**  Far  be  it  frae  me  to  sny  so,"  said  Stephen.  from  any  n<3pc  of  help,  told  him  the  story  lh>ni  begin- 

"l)o  you  charge  any  of  my  p^^iple  witli  having  j  ning  to  end. 
taken  it  7"  .         i     "  '''^  "  ^•'*''^  pinch,"  said  the  stranger;  "but  I  think 

"I  wad  be  lailh  to  charge  them  thai  may  he  inno-  •  I  can  help  you." 
»t!nt,"  said  my  gurltnire;""  and  if  ihtre  be  any  one  j     "If  you  <:ould  lend  the  money,  sir,  and  take  a  laniC 
thai  isguiltv,  I  have  nae  proof."  !  day— I  ken  nae  other  help  on  earth,"  said  my  glider 

*;sin'. 

"  But  there  may  be  some  und<  r  the  earth,"  Paki  th^ 
'  stranger.    "  CoUiC,  I'll  be  frank  wi'  you  ;  I  could  lend 
lie 


"  Somewluro  the  imuK-y  must  be,  if  there  is  a  word 
of  truth  in  your  storv,"  said  Sir  John;  "I  ask  where 
vou  ihink  it  i.s— and  demand  a  corruci  answer?" 


my 
your 


1  immi  II  i.s— aiui  oeuiano  a  corruci  an?»wer  :  siraiiKer.       ^^ooic,  i  n  ne  iraim  wi   you  ;  i  coniu  lona 

In  hell,  if  you  iciU  have  my  thoughts  of  it."  said  you  the  money  on  bond,  hut  you  wouhi  mayliv  scni' 

gudesire,  driven  to  extremity,—   in  hell!  w  th  pie  my  t«  rms.    Now,  I  can  tell  you,  that  your  auld 

r  father,  his  jackanapo,  and  his  silviT  whisilc !"  Laird  isdi.'-turbcd  in  his  grave  by  your  curves,  and  the 


Down  liw'  .stairs  he  ran,  (for  ilio  pnrlour^was  nae    wailing  of  your  family,  and  if  ye'daur  venture  to  go 
(lacc  for  him  after  8uch  a  word,)  and  he  heard  the  |  to  see  nio^  tie  will  give  you  the  receipt." 


LrmiiXI.l 


RKDGAUNTLET. 


Mr  EiM?*  »:in-  8  hair  stooil  on  end  at  this  pMp«)sriI.  f  them  wiih  a  mrlHnHioly,hQUffhty countenance;  while 
bLi  he  ThiMi'hr  his  comj-nnum  w.inUl  Im-  s.mii'  hn- •  tiic  tvm  h}illi>o.il,  nml  Pimji,  and  lauphnJ,  that  (he 
iiwur>onu-  vA.-M  ihai  was  tmiji:  lo  In^hun  hini,  I  n^m  nuij:.  Him  thi-ir  hmilu*  wtn' fearlnllyrontoried 
ind  niiffli!  iii'j  with  hndinf:  liini  thr  nium-y.     lit-    from  linii-  fo  tuin.-;  ami  rhrir  laii;rhlcr  i-afwil  into 


KdfK  he  was  h.iiild  wi'  hrandy,  and  dr8|ioralc  wi' 

diftre-is:  and  li-  ^-.dd,  he  had  cuiiraKe  lo  go  to  the 

mte  of  lii'll,  and  a  step  farthir  for  llial  rto-ipl.— Tho 

fTnin}!iT  InuphffJ. 
Wt»ti»  ihcy  Todi*  on  lhn)URh  the  thickc-Ht  of  the 

wood,  w'hi.ii.  all  of  a  Fiidden.  iht-  liorw  Ktopmil  at  tlu* 

dfjor  of  a  pr*:it  hoiifc-;  and,  but  that  lie  knrw  tin; 

niacin  wan  tin  inilrsotf,  my  father  would  havi*  iliuu^hl 

Ite  wai^  at  R(duai;ntlci  ('a!>tlc.    Thi>y  nNii;  into  tlic 

outtr  court-vnnJ,  throiiuh  the  mucklr  fnuldini^  vcttK, 

and  amath  thr  intld  oortcullis;  and  the  uholr  fmni 

of  ihi-  hniiso  was  lijrnttd,  and  there  \\<ri'  pipin  and 

fiddliN,  ond  :iH  n:uoh  dancin}<  and  demy  wi'hin  an 

■icd  lo  \h'  in  Sir  RoU^rt'p  houae  at  Paee  and  Yule, 

9iid  such  hi;:!)  si  .-iHtntf.    They  lun  of!l  and  my  K^ido 

Biff,  n9  furiiud  to  him,  fastened  liia  hort«c  to  ino  very 

rinf:  he  had  tii  d  him  to  that  niornin;^,  when  he  pacci 

U  wait  on  the  Minns  ^ir  John. 

*'G<mI!"  said  my  gudcsiru,  **if  Sir  Rol>ort'8  death 
be  but  a  dn  am !" 

He  knoi'ki  d  at  the  ha'  door  just  as  he  was  wont, 
and  hifl  auld  aei]ii:iiiitancp,  Dou^al  MarCalJum,— jui>t 
after  his  wunt,  tcM),— came  to  open  the  <loor,  and  said, 
"Piper  Stctnie,  are  ye  there,  ladl  fc^ir  iiobert  has 
been  rryini^  for  y«ui.'* 

My  giideHtP'  was  like  a  man  in  a  dream— he  looked 
lor  the  SI  rangier,  but  he  waa  ganc  for  the  time.  At 
la^l  he  just  tried  to  say,  **Ha !  DoiiRal  Driveowcr,  arc 
ye  Uvui^7    I  thought  \-c  had  been  dead." 

"Never  fash  yoursell  wi'  nie,"  said  DouRal,  "hu: 
look  to  yonri><-ll;  and  see  ye  tak  nacthioK  frae  on/- 
body  here,  neither  meat,  nrink,  or  siller,  except  >isl 
the  recLSpt  thai  is  your  ain." 

So  sayin;;.  hr.  led  the  wav  out  through  hall*  and 
tnnci-fl  that  were  wecl  kena  to  my  giidesire.  a.id  into 
the  auld  oak  parlour ;  and  there  was  as  much  siu'^in^ 
of  profane  H)n;;s,  and  birling  of  red  wine,  atd  speak- 
mx  blasplH my  and  scnlduddry,  as  had  (.-vjr  been  in 
Bidgauntlrt  Castie  when  it  was  at  the  hpihest. 

But,  I^rd  take  us  in  keeping!  what  a  Kt  of  ghastly 
iwcllers  lh«y  wore  that  sat  round  that  f:ible!-My 
pidecirc  ktnd  mony  that  had  lung  lefore  gano  to 
(btir  place,  for  ofn  ii  had  he  pip<-d  to  tuc  mo!-i  part  in 
the  hall  of  lit  d^rauntlet.  There  wa?  tke  fu rce  Mid- 
dleton.  and  the  dissolute  Rothes,  ani  ttie  crafty  Lau- 
derdale ;  and  Dalyeil,  with  his  balu  hoad  and  a  heard 
lo  his  girdle;  and  Karlshall,  wim  ranurfrn's  hliide 
on  his  hand ;  and  wild  Uonshiw,  that  tied  l.'!«  F<s«d 
Mr.  Cargiirs  limbs  till  the  blutie-'pru"!-';  «'»"^  Ihiiw- 
btrton  Dou;rl:iH.  the  twice- tur:ied  traitor  bnitii  to 
country  and  kiUL'.  Then^  wa*  the  Bluidy  Advocate 
MacKcnyie,  who.  fur  his  wordly  wit  and  wisdom, 
hid  lieen  to  the  rest  as  a  l*oJ.  And  there  was  (.'la\er- 
hbiise,  a»  biaiitifiil  as  v.heP  he  lived,  with  his  long, 
dark,  curl«l  locks,  etrc«n.»ng  down  over  his  laced 
bafT-coat,  and  his  left  hsifcl  alwavson  his  right  spule- 
Uade,  to  hsde  the  woi:na  that  the  sdvi  r  biilh  t  had 
hade.*    He  i>al  apait  Yom  them  all,  and  looktd  at 

*  The  per^nHtnt  li^r  nontionod  are  inn«tortli*>in  rhnmrirrN 
If  hi*U>rirai  nini>- .  bkl  iniii«  lettukinmn  kiKi  rcini-inl  •  n-d  niny 
)«|iriin'l  m  ilif  (r:ift  i  i>.ii'i>d.  "Tlii>  Ju(!KMi«'iit  nml  Ju-tirr  iif 
jed  E«'miihli->i.  i  r.  n  I'Tif-f  HiJitdriml  Armuiit  *t{  <t  nw  u(  i\\t 
Vickrcl  I.i\e«/iiiii  MiKrrntili' IK.*athH(iri«finM*orihciiiiMt  n-mtiik- 
Mp  AMi^touo  aii't  h'l-iHiy  PiTMcrutur*.  frimi  tin'  Iti  f>  riiiHiiun 
ill  alter  Utv  K«-vi>'<>iioi)  "    Tliin  riinoiiiud'f  n  Mirt  nf  i<iii.|<'ri|it 
V  ■ri«-n'1i\   I'l  .'"tin  Howi*>  or  I^irliff«iiii'ii  "  Art-dimi  nT  iiii> 
jvp*  t^r  tiif  n>i'-l  t-Miim'iit  HrotM  Witrlhio^."      '|  hi'  iiiiiinir 
iai,«ith  ctniNi  t'-nibl>-  inrenuity.  revemt'd  Inn  n>n>i(iiiinp  ii|ifiii 
he  inb-rvncr*  *>  (>«■  ilrnvin  fniiii  the  {iriMi|M>rity  or  iiiipr<irtiiii«-K 
vhicli  brr.iil  iidi\idui>in  in  Ihui  world,  nilior  m  ili<'  crti-piMif 
brir  li\i-ii  ot  ill  I  lie  hi.ur  of  dPHth.     In  !li"  nrrminl  uf  tli«>  i 
Wtyr^'  ipjffi'in:'^.  •U'-li  inflirrioiiii  nir  inrntinned  imly  nr  innU  | 
•raiitlc-d  W  Proiidi'iirp.  for  rhc  bfirir  nnd  iirii;lii«r  ili^iilny  of 
hair  bull  BH'I  r«>ii>liinry  (if  prinrjpli'.     I'nt  uhcn  iinnliir  nf- 
Ixbiinit 'i*^«- 1  ■iii'iM'i-<'''i<<- P-'trty.  (Iioy  nn*  iniridf-d  (fi  iliniiin-ci 
nifcanrf  rif  lli'-'vii  iipi  n  flH-ir  iininfty.    If,  indtid.  t|ii>  hif  , 
4  BDf  i«*»»»rn  fi?.Mix;««ii»  fo  IhP  linnnnnn'H  pi-nmiri'*  hnpi-ii-d 
oliair  |ta?H-d  in  uniHu^il  iirdniicnty.  the  iiH-n*  fan  tif  ii«  lirin,:  , 
Bally  nmrliidiMl  *.,\  UfHih.  M  a^iKumcd  an  nii  undMimMc  lokcn  j 
if  Ilir  mdiriiu-iil  ol  iii  :i\ni.  npil,  In  n'iiiU*r  the  r  iIm-Iuiii>iii  lli<  \i-  | 
lb>.  Iii»  tii»i  ff.  I-  IK  iiT'-rally  rnriiiKhiii  wilh  n'lu-  rinvu'i.r  (  ,„-,,, 
inrnn^taiKV".     TliU«  tito  Dukt^of  I^udrrdaln  ih  riuiI,  liimuxli      "   ' 
44  ace  but  iminen*«>  riirpukncu.  Ut  liavu  bvcdnii-  fi  Mink  id        *  Ttie  reader  ii  rafcrred  fur  iiftTliculara  to  Pi(«cotti«'c  Ililtory 
pinl^  "  Uiat  iuM  twari  waa  nut  tha  bignaaa  of  a  walnuL"         I  of  HooiUimI 


tsuch  wilvl  souiidH,  :is  made  my  gudesire's  very  naila 
grow  blue,  and  eliiiU'd  ihe  marrow  in  his  banes. 

They  that  wniltd  at  tin;  taMe  wire  iust  the  wicked 
ser\'ing-men  and  irtwipers,  that  had  done  th(  ir  work 
and  crtiej  bidding  on  <arih.  Th«re  was  the  Lang 
Lad  of  the  ISeihi  rtuwii,  that  helptd  to  take  Ar^ylc; 
and  the  Bishop's  summotier,  that  they  called  the 
Dtil's  Raltie-liag;  and  the  wick».d  gi:ardsinen,  in 
their  Inccd  c(<ats;  and  the  savaue  Highland  Amonlea, 
that  siitd  blood  Iik*'  waitr;  ancl  many  a  hmud  Krving- 
man,  haii^hty  of  heart  and  bloody  of  hand,  cnni^ing 
to  the  rich,  and  making  them  wit.ketfer  than  they 
would  be ;  grinding  iheiKKir  to  powder,  when  the  rich 
had  broken  them  to  fragnunis.  And  niony,  mony 
nniir  wire  coming  and  ganging,  a'  as  busy  in  thcfr 
vocation  as  if  they  had  betn  alive. 

Sir  Robert  Ridgauntlet,  in  the  midst  of  a'  thia 
fearful  riot,  eried,  wi"  a  voire  like  thunder,  on  Sicenie 
l*iper,  to  come  tn  the  boanl-head  where  he  wassitthig; 
his  Icgs.stretehtdout  befort^him,  and  Hwathcdup  witii 
flannel,  with  his  holstir  pistols  aside  him,  vAhde  the 
great  bniartVword  n-sleil  against  his  chair,  ji:6t  as  my 
muieajrehad  sc«n  him  the  last  time  i.pon  earth— the 
ver>'  cuFliiun  for  the  ja(  kanane  was  dore  to  him,  but 
the  ereatun*  itsell  was  n<Jl  there — it  wasna  its  hour, 
itVbkely;  for  he  heard  them  sav  as  he  came  forward, 
"Is  not  the  Major  come  >ei '>"  And  another  an- 
5weral,  "The  jackanape  will  be  here  betimes  the 
morn."  And  when  my  jmdesin-  came  Ibrward,  Sir 
Robert,  or  his  j:liiiisl,  or  the  deevil  in  his  likeness, 
paid.  "We.  I,  piper,  hae  ye  fcttltd  wi'  my  son  tor  the 
year's  rent  ?"' 

With  much  ado  my  father  gat  breath  to  say.  that 
•Sir  John  woidd  nut  settle  without  hi^  honour  s  re- 
ceipt. 

'^  Ye  shall  hae  that  for  a  tune  of  the  pipe««,  Stecnie," 
said  the  appearanc*'  of  Sir  Robert—'*  Play  us  up, 
'Weelhoddhd.  Liickie.'" 

Now  this  was  a  tune  my  gndesire  learned  frae  a 
warlock,  that  luard  it  when  they  were  wor^llipping 
Satan  at  thiirmeeiings;  and  mygudesire  had  some- 
times played  it  at  the  ranting  suppers  in  Redcauntlet 
CaFlle,  but  never  very  wdlin^ly ;  and  now  he  grew 
cauld  at  the  very  name  of  it,  and  said,  for  excuse,  he 
hadna  his  pij  rs  wi'  him. 

"Mae("nl!um.  >e  ImibofRe*  Izfbub."  sai'l  thefearfu' 
Sir  Robert,  "  brinf  Steiiiie  the  pipes  :hat  1  am  keeping 
for  him  I"' 

MacC'allnm  brou^ihi  a  pair  of  pipes  which  might 
have  w  r\ed  the  pi|:<  r  ufl^onald  of  the  Iples.  lint  he 
uave  my  gudtsire  a  iiiidjie  as  he  ofilrwl  ihi ni ;  and 
looking  secretly  and  r|os«ly,  Sietnie  saw  that  the 
chanter  was  of  sttel,  and  heafe<l  to  a  while  hi  at :  so 
he  had  fair  warnini;  nut  to  trust  his  fin^<  rs  with  it. 
So  he  exeuse<l  himself  a^ain,  and  said,  he  was  faint 
and  frightened,  and  had  not  wind  aneiigh  to  till  the 
bag. 

•'  Then  ye  maun  eat  and  dnrik,  Snenie,"  paid  the 
faure ;  "for  we  i\o  little  i  Isi'  h:rt' ;  and  it's  ill  speak- 
in:;  betwicn  a  ton  man  and  a  lasing." 

Now  these  w«r»'  the  v«  ry  words  that  the  bloody 
Karl  of  DoL'trlfis  snid  to  ki  •  |'  the  Kind's  ml•^^•  ntierin 
hand,  while  he  ent  the  Iieadutl'MacLilidn  of  noiiibie, 
at  the  'Ihrenve  ('ahile;*  and  lliat  put  Sticnie  mair 
and  mair  un  his  ::iiarii.  So  he  spoke  up  like  a  man, 
i'lid  said  he  caini-  iieitliir  lo  eat,  or  drink,  or  make 
minstn  Isy  ;  but  c-iinply  for  bis  ain-  to  ken  what  was 
come  o'  the  nioni  y  he  had  paid,  and  to  get  a  discharge 
for  it ;  and  he  was  fu  stuiit-heart<d  by  this  time,  ihnt 
lu  chargrj  Sir  Rnlurl  for  const  it  nce-saki— ihe  ha«i 
no  power  lu  siiy  ilte  holy  nam*  >— and  as  he  liepi  d  for 
peace  and  nsr,  to  sprtait  no  snares  forhiin,  but  just 
to  (rive  him  his  nin. 

The  appearanei'  gnas-bed  its  teeth  and  Inuj:he<l,  but 
it  took  Irum  a   lar^',e  nor  ki  i  bunk  (he  reeeipt,  and 
handiid  it  to  Stei  nie.      'There  is  yur  riT-iipt,  ye  piti- 
ful cur:  and  lor  the  inomy,  my  dos-whelp  ufa  son 
:o  louk  for  il  in  flu-  <  'in's  Cradle." 
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Mygn<3^sirni'ttoTrd  mony  thanks,  and  was  about  to 
TRtirt!,  when  Sir  Robert  roared  aloud,  "  Stop  th(HiG:h, 
thou  Mick -doud ling  non  of  a  whore !  I  am  not  dono 
with  thei'.  Herb  wl*  do  nothin;<  for  nothing;  and 
you  must  rrturii  on  this  verv  day  twelvemonth,  to 
pay  your  master  the  homa;;e  that  you  owe  nie  for  my 
pn)t*jciion."  I 

My  fa  tiler's  ton^iir  was  loosed  of  a  sudden  ty,  and  . 
he  said  aloud.  "  I  refer  mysell  to  God'ti  pleasure,  and 
not  to  yours.  ! 

He  had  no  soiiner  uttered  the  word  than  all  was  j 
dark  around  him ;  and  he  sunk  on  the  earth  with 
such  a  sudden  shock,  that  he  lost  both  breath  and  ' 
sense.  I 

How  lani?  Steonie  lay  there,  he  could  not  tell ;  but  • 
when  ho  came  to  hima^'ll,  he  was  lyin^  in  the  auld 
kirkyard  of  Red^fauntUn  parochine,  just  at  the  door  | 
of  the  family  aisle,  and  the  scuu^heon  of  the  auld 
kniifht,  Sir  jt)biTt,  hanging  over  his  he:id.  Thi-re 
was  a  deei)  morninu  fo^  on  grass  and  )$raveatai>e 
around  him.  and  his  horse  was  fv^^iinz  muetly  bi*8ide 
the  ministers  twa  cow.^.  Steenie  would  liuve  ihou^/ht 
the  whole  was  n  dream,  but  he  had  the  receipt  in  his 
hand,  fairly  written  and  signed  by  th>>  auld  Laird  { 
only  the  last  letters  of  his  name  were  a  little  disor- 
derly, written  like  one  seized  with  sudden  pain. 

Sorely  troubled  in  his  mind,  hp  left  that  dreary 
place,  rode  through  the  mist  to  RedeanntletCMiloi 
and  with  much  ado  he  got  speech  of  the  Laird. 

"  Well,  you  dyvour  bankrupt,"  was  the  first  wotd, 
"  have  you  brought  me  ray  rent  7" 

"No,"  answered  my  giidesire,  "I  have  not;  but 
I  have  brought  your  honour  Sir  Robert's  receipt 
for  it." 

"How,  surah?— Sir  Robert's  receipt!— You  told 
me  ho  had  not  given  you  one." 

"  Will  your  honour  please  to  see  if  that  bit  line  is 
right?" 

Sir  John  looked  at  every  line,  and  at  every  letter, 
¥rith  much  attention ;  and  at  last,  at  the  date,  which 
my  gudesire  hau  not  observed,— "/^wm  my  appointed 
plare"  he  read,  "/Ai*  twenty- fifth  of  Sorember"— 
^ What!— That  is  yesterday! — Viflaia,  thou  must 
have  gone  to  hell  for  this !" 

**  I  got  it  from  your  honour's  father— whether  he  be 
in  heaven  or  hell,  I. know  not,"  said  Steenie. 

"I  will  delate  yoii  for  a  warlock  to  the  Privy 
Council !"  said  Sir  John.  "  I  will  send  you  to  your 
master,  the  devil,  wilh  the  help  of  a  tar-barrel  and  a 
torch  !'*  , 

'*I  intend  to  delate  mysell  to  the  Presbytery,"  said 
Steenie,  "  and  tell  them  all  I  have  seen  last  night, 
whilk  are  things  fitter  lor  them  to  judge  of  than  a 
borrel  man  like  me." 

Sir  John  paused,  composed  himftcll,  and  desired 
Co  hear  the  full  history ;  and  my  gudesire  told  it  him 
Irom  point  to  point,  as  I  have  told  it  you— word  fur 
word,  neither  more  nor  less. 

Sir  John  was  silent  ainiin  for  a  long  time,  and  at 
last  he  said,  very  composally.  "  Steenie,  this  story  of 
vours  concerns  tne  honour  of  many  a  noble  family 
besides  mine ;  and.  if  it  be  a  leasing-making,  to  kei>p 
yourself  out  of  my  dan^r,  the  least  you  can  enyioct  is 
to  have  a  redhot  iron  dnvon  through  your  tongue,  and 
that  will  be  as  bad  as  scauding  your  fingers  with  a 
redhot  chanter.  But  yet  it  may  be  true,  Steenie ;  and 
if  the  money  ca4t  up,  I  shall  not  know  what  to  think 
of  it.— But  where  ahall  we  find  the  Cat's  Cradle  7 
Thea'  are  cats  enough  about  the  old  house,  but  I  think 
thev  kitten  without  the  ceremony  of  bed  or  cradlet." 

^'^  We  were  best  a«k  Hutcheon,"  said  my  gudesire ; 
"  he  kens  a'  the  odd  comers  about  as  weel  as— ano- 
ther serving-man  that  is  now  gano,  and  that  I  wad 
not  like  to  name." 

Aweol,  Hutcheon,  when  he  was  asked,  told  them, 
that  a  niinous  turret,  lang  disused,  next  to  the  clock- 
house,  only  accessible  by  a  ladder,  for  the  opening 
was  on  the  outside,  and  far  above  the  battlements, 
was  callt^l  of  old  the  Cat's  Cradle. 

"Th«;re  will  I  go  immediately,"  said  Sir  John;  and 
he  took  (with  what  pur|>ose.  Heaven  kens)  one  of  his 
father's  pistols  fnmi  the  hall-table,  where  they  had 
lain  since  the  night  he  died,  and  hastened  to  the  bat- 
iiements. 


It  was  a  dnnTomns  place  to  climb,  for  the  Udder 
was  auid  and  frail,  aii<{  wanted  ane  or  twu  rounds. 
H(»wevi-r.  up  L;<'t  Sir  John,  and  entered  at  the  turret 
door,  where  hn  body  stopptxi  the  only  littk  lii;ht  that 
was  in  the  bit  Mrret.  Something  flees  at  hirn  wi'  a 
vi>iig<mnre,  maist  dang  him  back  ower— hang  said 
thekniLiht  8  pistol,  and  Hutcheon.  that  held  iheTad- 
d'T,  and  my  ^I'Jesire  that  st(Kxl  be»uic  him,  hears  a 
loud  sk(>ll(H*h.  A  minute  after,  Sir  John  flings  the 
body  of  the  jackanapc  down  to  them,  and  cries  that 
the  (tiller  is  fiind,  and  that  they  should  come  up  and 
hriln  him.  And  there  was  the  bag  of  siller  mirti  aneugh, 
and  inony  orm  things  besides,  that  had  bei-ii  miasms 
fir  niony  a  day.  And  Sir  John,  when  he  had  riped 
the  tun>>t  wcoi,  Ird  my  gudesi^^  into  thedining-par- 
lour,  and  took  him  by  the  hand,  and  npoke  kmdly  to 
him,  and  f>nid  he  was  sorry  he  should  have  doubted 
his  woni  and  that  he  would  hereafter  be  a  good 
master  lo  him  to  make  amends. 

"And  now,  Steenie,"  said  Sir  John,  "although 
this  vision  of  yours  tends,  on  the  whole,  to  my  fathers 
crL-dit,  119  an  honest  man*  that  he  should,  even  after 
his  death,  de:  ire  to  see  justice  done  to  a  poor  roan 
like  you,  Vft  you  are  M>nsible  that  ill-dispositioned 
men'tni^ht  make  bad  constructions  upon  it,  concern- 
ing his  soul's  health.  So,  I  think,  we  had  bcit>:-r  lay 
the  haill  dirdum  on  that  dl-d(«die  rre  ttiire,  Maior 
Weir,  and  say  naething  about  your  dream  in  the 
wood  of  Pitmiirkie.  You  had  taken  ower  inuckle. 
brandy  to  l)e  very  ciYtain  about  ony  thing:;  and. 
Steenie,  this  receipt,"  (his  hand  shix>k  while  ne  held 
it  out,)—"  its  but  a  queer  kind  of  document,  and  we 
will  do  Ih'SL,  I  think,  to  put  it  (quietly  in  the  fii>:." 

''<>l,  but  for  as  queer  as  it  w,  it^B  a'  the  voucher  I 
hfwo  for  my  rent,"  said  my  gudesirr,  who  was  afraid, 
it  itay  be,  of  losing  the  benefit  of  Sir  Robert's  dia- 
chante. 

"I  will  bear  the  contents  to  your  credit  m  the 
rental-look,  and  give  you  a  discharge  under  my  own 
hand,''  laid  Sir  John,  and  that  on  the  spot.  And, 
Steenie,  if  ytm  can  hold  your  tongue  about  this  mat- 
ter, you  SRall  sit,  from  this  term  downward,  at  an 
easier  rent" 

*'  Mony  thinks  to  your  honour,"  said  Stcenia  who 
saw  easily  in  what  corner  the  wind  was;  "doubtless 
I  will  be  confonnable  to  all  your  honour's  commands: 
only.  I  woifd  willingly  speak  wi'  sonm  powerfol 
minister  on  ihe  subject,  for  I  do  not  like  the  sort 
of  Boumons  oi  appouitment  whilk  your  honour's  fa- 
ther"  

"Do  not  cajl  th«  phantom  my  fither!"  said  Sir 
John,  interrupting  him. 

"Weel,  then,  the  tiling  that  was  so  Hke  him,"— 
said  my  gudesire ;  **  he  spoke  of  my  comins  back  to 
him  this  time  twelvencnth,  and  it's  a  weight  on  my 
conscience." 

"  Aweet,  then,"  said  Rir  John,  "  if  you  be  so  much 
distressed  in  mind,  you  may  speak  to  our  minister  of 
the  parish ;  he  is  a  douce  min,  regards  the  honour  of 
our  family,  and  the  mair  that  he  may  look  for  some 
patmnage  from  me." 

Wi'  that  my  gudesire  readAy  agreed  that  the  receipt 
should  be  burnt,  and  the  Laiid  threw  it  into  the 
chimney  with  his  ain  hand.  Bum  it  would  not  fbr 
them,  though ;  but  away  it  flew  up  the  lam^  wi'  a 
lang  train  of  sparks  at  its  tail,  and  t  hissing  noise  likfl 
a  squib. 

My  gudesire  gaed  down  to  the  manse,  and  the  mi- 
nister, when  he  had  heard  the  story,  said,  it  was  hia 
real  opinion,  that  though  my  gudesut  had  gaen  very 
far  in  tampering  with  dangerous  matters,  yet,  as  he 
had  refused  the  devil's  arles,  (for  such  was  the  ofier 
of  meat  and  drink,)  and  had  refused  to  di  hoinB{:e  by 
piping  at  his  bidding,  he  hoped,  that  if  he  held  a  cir- 
cumspect walk  hereafter,  Satan  could  take  Uttle  ad- 
vantage by  what  was  come  and  gane.  And,  indeed, 
mv  gudesire.  of  his  ain  accord,  lang  forswore  baith 
the  pipes  and  the  brandy— it  was  not  even  till  tho  ywr 
was  out,  and  the  fatal  day  passed,  that  he  would  so 
much  as  take  the  fiddle,  or  drink  i^equebaugh  or  tip- 
penny. 

Sir  John  made  up  hi»'  stc^  abr«K  the  jarkxiape  as 
h<)  li.^ed  hi*«i8«^li  -  a'^d  "otne  b«%lic«ve  til*  to>s  day  *beie 
was  no  moto  id  the  ina»!ei  than  tlK^  fttshtog  natwa 
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•rute.  Indeed,  yeMl  no  hinder  some  to  ihreaj^ 
99S  nane  o'  the  Auld  Enemy  that  Doimal  and 
nAre  saw  in  the  Laird's  room,  but  only  that 
nry  creature,  the  Major,  caperin;^  on  the 
»nd  that  as  to  the  blawinf?  on  the  Laird's 
that  was  heard  after  he  was  dead,  the  filthy 
uld  do  that  as  weel  as  the  Laird  himsell,  if  no 
But  Heaven  kens  the  truth,  whilk  first  came 
the  minister's  wife,  after  Sir  John  and  her 
nnan  were  baith  in  the  moulds.  And  then, 
^ire.  wha  was  failed  in  his  limhs,  but  not  in 
;ment  or  memory— at  least  nothing  to  speak 
ohli£;i>d  to  tell  the  real  narrative  to  his  freends, 
itnlii  of  his  good  nnmei  He  might  else  have 
irged  for  a  warlock.* 

hades  of  evening  were  growing  thicker  around 
IT  conductor  finished  his  long  narrative  with 
liMrd  in  my  roHtii  locne  nicli  wild  tale  as  tliat  plamil 
utii  or  tlw  blind  fiddler,  of  which,  1  think,  the  hers 
x>hi*rT  Grienioii  of  LMff.  tlMi  ffimoua  pecMcutor.  But 
wa«  rc^Dvral  thruuriiout  Scotland,  that  the  pxctfmive 

00  avr>r  the  lom  offHendi  diiitvrbed  the  rK^wiie  of  Dm 
broke  even  tlw  rent  of  the  fnve.    Tlierc  are  wwral 

ofthra  in  tradition,  but  one  ttruck  me  iwrticularlr,  oa 
from  tho.li|M  of  one  who  prufcMed  rcreivjnf  it  fnim 

1  rliost-«i'er.    Thin  wa>i  a  Hifhland  Indy,  named  Mr*. 

I .  who  probablf  believed  rtrmir  in  the  truth  of  an 

I.  whirh  ceenif  to  have  orifinated  in  the  weaknoM  of 
I  and  utrenrih  «»f  her  iniaf  ination.  Slic  had  tiuen  late!/ 
iH  hy  h«T  huMhand,  with  the  office  of  ruard inn  tu  tlieir 
L  The  jrouiiir  man  added  to  the  diinctiltii*t  of  hi>i 
'•n  ertr«>nM!  pro^wmiitjr  for  a  military  life,  which  hie 
■«  unwillinr  to  fine  way  to,  while  she  found  it  impoa- 
prvM  iL  About  this  time  the  Indeiwndeiit  ComiMinie*, 
r  the  prenerAation  of  the  peace  of  the  Hiftilandii.  were 
rw  of  hoinr  levied  ;  and  aa  a  fenUeman  named  rame< 

r connected  with  Mrs.  C .commanded  oneof  thoae 

I.  ^he  WON  at  Inifth  iierauaded  to  comiiroiiiiiw>  the  mat- 
er «un.  hy  fwrmiittinf  him  to  enter  this  eom|iany  in  the 
if  a  cadi-i ;  rtiu«  r^atifyinp  hi«  love  of  a  miliiarylife 
he  dantiTH  of  fureifii  aer^-iwi,  to  which  no  one  then 
iwiie  iroiiiMi  were  at  all  liable  to  becximned,  while  even 
■«  ter\  ice  at  h(Hne  was  not  likely  to  he  attended  with 
per.  STie  mdily  obuined  a  promise  fr«>in  her  relaffve 
muld  l»e  particular  in  hia  attention  to  her  aon.  and 
eon«<lufled  slie  hi;d  arcoriMModated  metiers  t»etwe«n 
wishes  and  hix  safety  In  a  way  rafficientlyattentive  to 
e  set  off  to  Edinburirh  to  itet  what  ««as  awanlinf  for 
,  and  Mhortty  afterwards  receiviid  mflanc.holy  news 
Hiahlands.  The  Independent  Compflny  into  which 
as  to  enter  had  a  skirmish  with  a  jmrty  of  cathcrans 
I  sunie  »ct  of  Kpoil.  and  her  friend  the  Captuin  beinc 
and  out  of  ttie  reach  of  medical  askistanoe.  died  in 
lee.  Tliis  news  was  a  thunderbolt  to  ttie  inxir  mother 
It  onn-  deprived  of  her  kipsman's  advice  and  assist - 

initmrted  by  his  fate  of  the  unezneeied  danier  to 
r  aun'o  n<^w  callinr  exposed  him.  Klie  remained  also 
rrrow  for  lief  n>lniive,  whom  she  loved  witli  sisierlv 

Tlieni-  c«Miflirrinf  causes  of  anxiety,  torether  with 
ainty  n  tieiher  to  continue  or  chanfe  tier  s«*n's  deiitina- 

ti'TininHlrd  in  tlie  following  manner  ;— 
iiM'  in  which  Mm.  C —  resided  in  the  old  town  of 
I.  w&-  H  flst  or  story  of  a  land,  accessible,  as  was  llien 
by  a  ronimon  stair.  The  family  who  occupied  the 
ath  were  Iht  aciuaintancoa,  and  ahe  wa«  in  the  habit 
f  tea  Mith  them  every  eveninr  It  was  accnrdindy 
u'riock,  when,  recovering  herMlf  from  a  deep  tit  of 
flei'iion,  sill*  was  about  to  leave  the  parlour  in  which 
or<ler  to  AiteiNl  this  en^feraenL    The  door  throurli 

*  was  to  r>ass  opened,  as  was  very  common  in  Edin- 
I A  dark  iiassace.  In  this  passairo.  aiul  within  a  yard 
en  iiiie  o|ieiM'Ni  the  door,  stood  the  apparition  of  her 
•he  <loc"»«»d  officer,  in  his  f\ill  inrtniH,  and  wmrinr 
.  Terrifiird  at  wliat  slie  saw,  or  thouf lit  she  saw,  she 
>  door  hastily,  and.  sinkinf  on  her  knoes  hy  a  chair, 
be  deliverMd  from  the  homirs  of  the  visum.  Htie  re< 
that  ixwture  till  her  fHendf  below  ta[>pcd  <in  tlie  n<Mir 

•  thnt  t^-N  was  niady  Reealled  to  lienH^lf  by  the  )<icnal. 
nn'l.  on  openinir  tlie  apartmefit  door,  anin  was  con- 

tlie  visiimary  Hiyhlaiider,  whoae  bloody  bmw  b«iro 
this  Mfmnd  R|i|»earaiioe,  to  the  death  he  had  died. 

enilitr>;  iIih  r^'pi-titjon  of  her  terrors.  Mrs.  C sunk 

If  in  a  iiwtNiii.  Her  fViends  below,  startled  with  the 
le  up  stnirs.  and.  alarmed  at  tlie  situation  in  which 
I  licr.  tosifcted  on  her  iroiny  to  bed  and  taking  some 
in  order  to  coiii|K»ae  uhat  they  t(Hik  for  a  ner«-ons  at- 
tyUiul  no  HiMiiierleR  her  ia  quiet,  ilian  the  npiiarinon 
dwr  was  once  more  viHible  in  the  apartment.  This 
Mik  c«HirHef  and  said.  '"In  ttie  name  of  God.  Donald. 
SI  hniini  *mn  who  r7spect4)d  and  loved  you  wlw-n  liv- 
ift-hii:li  he  aoHwered  readily,  in  finelic.  "Cousin,  why 
It  si«ak  KiMiU4>r  7  My  re^t  in  disturbed  hy  your  unne- 
nentnt ton-  your  tears  scald  me  in  my  Khrnud.    I  «»n»e 

ihat  my  untimely  death  oucht  to  make  no  difli^rf^ce 
!ws  f.ir  yoiir  son  :  God  will  rais-  |<atroiiM  toMipply  my 

lie  will  live  to  the  fu  ne**  of  yenr^,  and  die  hon«iuri<d 
cf."    The  lady  of  course  followeil  lior  kin<«ninn's  ad- 

a«  site  was  acRounied  a  imrMin  of  strict  vemniiy.  we 
Mdc  the  first  apcarition  an  illusion  of  the  tkocy,  the 
I  liv«iiv  dream  suf seated  by  tliA  otlicr  twa 


this  moral— **  Ye  sce^  birkie,  it  is  nac  chancy  thmg  to 
tak  a  stranger  traveller  for  a  guide,  when  ye  are  in  an 
una»uth  land." 

''  I  should  not  have  made  that  inference,"  said  I. 
"  Your  grandfather's  adventure  was  fortunate  for 
himself,  whom  it  saved  from  ruin  and  distress:  and 
fortunate  for  his  landlord  also,  whom  it  prevented 
from  committing  a  gross  act  of  injustice." 

"Ay,  but  they  had  baith  to  sup  the  sauce  o't  sooner 
or  later,"  said  Wandering  Willie— "What  was  frisied 
wasna  forgiven.  Sir  John  died  before  he  was  much 
over  threescore ;  and  it  was  just  like  of  a  momeni'a 
illness.  And  for  my  gudesirc,  though  he  departed  in 
fulness  of  years,  yet  there  was  my  father,  a  yaiild  man 
of  forty-five,  fell  down  betwixt  the  stilts  of  his  pleugn, 
and  raise  never  again,  and  left  nae  baim  but  me,  a 
puir  sightlcin,  fatherless,  motherless  creature,  could 
neither  work  nor  want.  Things  gaed  weel  aneugh  at 
first;  for  Sir  Redwald  Redgauntlet,  the  only  son  of 
Sir  John,  and  the  oye  of  aiild  Sir  Robert,  and,  waes 
me !  the  last  of  the  tionourable  house,  took  the  farm 
off  our  hands,  and  brought  me  into  his  household  to 
have  care  of  me.  He  liked  music,  and  I  bad  the  best 
teachers  baith  England  and,  Scotland  could  gie  me. 
Mony  a  merry  ytjar  was  I  wi'  him;  but  waes  me!  he 
gaed  out  with  other  prettv  men  in  the  forty-five— rU 
say  nae  mair  about  it— My  head  never  settled  weel 
since  I  lotit  him ;  and  if  I  say  another  word  about  it,  deil 
a  bar  will  I  have  the  heart  to  pliiy  the  night— Lookout, 
my  gentle  chap,"  he  resumed  m  a  different  toiit^  '*ye 
should  see  the  lights  in  Brokenburn  Glen  by  this  ume.V. 


LETTER  XIL 

THB  SAME  TO  THE  SAJCB. 

Tarn  Later  w«s  tlwir  minstrel  meet, 

Gude  Liord  aa  he  could  lance. 
He  played  ue  shrill  and  sanf  ame  sweet, 

Till  Towsie  took  a  trance. 
Anld  Liffhtfoot  tliere  lie  did  forleet. 

And  Gountorfeitad  France : 
He  used  himself  as  man  discreet, 

And  took  up  Morrice  danae, 
Bae  loud. 

At  Clirist*a  Kok  oa  the  Gruvn  that  day. 

K»o  Jambs  L 

I  coNTiNVE  to  scribble  at  length,  though  the  sub- 
ject mqy  seem  somewhat  deficient  in  interest.  Let 
the  grace  of  the  narrative,  therefore,  and  the  concern 
we  take  in  each  other's  matttrs,  make  amends  for 
its  tenuity.  We  foolo  of  fancy,  who  suffer  ourselves, 
like  Malvolio,  to  be  cheated  with  our  own  visions, 
have^  nevertheless,  this  advantage  over  the  wise  ones 
of  the  earth,  that  we  have  our  whole  stock  of  enjoy- 
ments under  our  own  command,  and  can  dish  for 
ourselves  an  intellectual  banquet  with  most  moderate 
assistance  from  external  objects.  It  is,  to  be  sure, 
something  like  the  feast  which  the  Barmecide  served 
up  to  .\lnaRchar ;  and  we  cannot  he  expected  to  get 
fat  upon  such  diet.  But  then,  neither  is  there  reple- 
tion nor  nausea,  which  often  succeixl  the  grosser  and 
more  maU'rial  revel.  On  the  whole,  I  stillpray,  with 
the  Ode  to  CsKile  Building— 

**  Give  me  thy  hope  which  sickens  not  the  heart ; 

Give  me  thy  wealth  which  has  no  winira  to  flj  ; 
Give  mc  the  biMs  thy  visions  can  impart ; 

Thy  f^ieodsliiv  ffivo  me,  warm  m  poverty!" 

And  aa  despite  thv  solemn  smile  and  sapient  shake 
of  the  head,  I  will  no  on  picking  such  interest  as  I 
can  out  of  mv  trivial  adventures,  even  though  that 
interest  should  In*  the  crentum  of  mv  own  fancv ;  nor 
will  I  cease  to  inflict  on  thv  devoteil  ryes  ih«*  labour 
of  perusing  the  scrolls  in  which  I  shall  r(x»rd  my  nar- 
rative. 

My  last  broke  ofT  as  we  were  on  the  point  of  de- 
scending into  the  clen  at  Brokenburn,  by  the  dan- 
cemus  track  which  I  had  first  travelled  en  croupe^ 
behind  a  furious  horseman,  and  was  now  anin  to 
bmve  under  the  precarious  guidance  of  a  blind  man. 

It  was  now  getting  dark;  but  this  was  no  incon- 
venience to  my  guide,  who  moved  on,  as  formerly, 
with  instinctive  security  of  step,  bo  that  we  soon 
reached  the  bottom,  and  I  cotild  see  lights  twinklinK 
in  the  cottaue  which  had  been  my  place  of  refuge  oii 
a  former  occasion.    It  was  not  tniuieri  howevervthii.% 
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oar  eoane  was  directed.  We  left  the  habitation  of 
the  Lainl  to  the  left,  and  tnrninu  down  tht*.  hrcKik, 
soon  approached  the  small  liariih'l  whirh  had  bt»en 
erected  at  the  mouth  of  the  aircani,  probably  on  ac- 
count of  the  convi^niencc  which  it  Hfii)rdal  hm  a  har 
bo»ir  to  the  fi.shinjj-lwaii*.  A  lar^e  low  coiiaKc.  full 
in  our  front,  fltN-incd  highly  illuininated ;  for  tlit*  light 
not  only  jslnnci'd  from  evt^ry  window  and  aperture  in 
its  frail  walU  but  wos  even  visible  from  rents  and 
fracfures  in  the  roof,  compoikHl  of  tarred  shingles,  re- 
paired, in  part  by  thatch  and  diroL 

While  theste  apptnrances  enjj;a?ed  my  attention, 
that  of  my  companion  was  atiractiil  by  a  regular 
nuccension  of  soundn,  like  a  bouncing  on  the  Hour, 


yet  I  MVR9  ralher  clad  he  did  ft\  f  .r  th*»  oofi««rquenoi 
of  pill  ting  a  trick  iiyion  tllc^e  rmle  and  fer-MMOUS  n^eili 
might  iM  c!i!»"'  iif  (li.-«'ovtrr)',  havi;  bt-n  diingeroos  tc 
iiM  boili.  ami  I  was  at  the  miih-  riiiw  delivered  from 
ilif  priinful  i-irort  \o  support  a  fuiili»i!*  rliaracltT.  TTm 
guiKl  coinpniiy,  ♦'xa.i)t  rK.>rhap«>  on«'  or  two  of  the  y< 
women,  whoM;  IcKiks  ixpreasi'd  t-oiuc det'irv for  oettei 
aifiuuintaiico,  gave  themselves  no  farther  troabli 
about  nn' ;  but,  while  the  seniors  n.-uiiiid  ihcirplaoa 
ntiir  an  imiiunye  bowl,  or  railu.r  nuking  raldroo 
of  bnindv-punrli,  the  youn"«r  arrnimyd  tncmsehw 
on  ihr  rtjHjr,  and  callert  loudly  on  Will  if  to  strikeupi 
With  a  brivf  caution  to  me,  to  "iniiifl  mjr  rredA 
for  fishors  liave  r-ars,  though  fish  ha\e  none,'*  WilBe 


mixed  with  a  very  faint  noise  of  music,  which  Wil-  !  Ird  ofT  in  capital  style,  and  I  followol,  nrtainly  oof 
lie's  acute  organs  at  once  recognistxl  and  accounted  ■  ho  «s  todipLTaci*  mv  cc»mi»anion,  wlm.  fwry  now  sod 
for,  while  to  me  it  was  almost  inaudible.  The  old  |  th»n.  gave  nie  a  nwl  of  approbation.  Tbr»  dances  wcr^ 
man  struck  the  earth  with  his  stall'  in  a  violent  pas-    of  course,  the  Scottish  jigs,  and  retis,  and  *'tw»- 


won.  "The  whoreson  fisher  rabble  I  They  have 
brought  another  violer  upon  my  walk !  They  are  such 
sniu^ling  blackguards,  (hat  they  must  run  in  their 
very  music ;  but  I'll  sort  them  waur  than  (my  gaucer 
in  the  country.— Stay— hark— it's  no  a  fiddle  neither 
—it's  the  pipe  and  tabor  bastani,  Simon  of  Sow|K>rt, 
frae  the  IS  icol  Forest ;  but  I'll  pipe  and  tabor  him! 
— Let  me  hae  ance  my  left  hatiil  on  his  cravat,  and 
ye  shall  see  what  my  right  will  do.  Come  away, 
chap— come  away,  gentle  chap— nae  time  to  be 
picking  and  wailing  your  ste|)s."  And  on  he  passed 
with  long  and  dbtermined  strides,  drag';ing  me  along 
with  him. 

I  was  not  quite  easy  in  his  company ;  for,  now  that 
his  minstn^l  pride  was  hurt,  the  man  had  changed 
from  tht;  quiet,  decorous,  I  might  almost  say  resfieet- 
able  person,  -which  he  seeemed  while  he  told  his  tale, 
into  the  appearance  of  a  fierce  brawling,  dissolute 
stroller  So  that  when  he  entered  the  large  hut, 
where  n  great  number  of  fishers,  with  thejr  wivKs 
and  daughters,  were  ensaged  in  oaring,  drinking,  and 
dancing,  I  was  somewhat  afraid  that  the  impatient 
violence  of  my  companion  might  procure  us  an  indif- 
ferent xeception. 

But  the  univf'rsal  shout  of  welcome  with  which 
Watidering  Willie  was  reccivt-d— the  hearty  con- 
era  tula  tion— the  repeated  "Here's  t'ye,  Willie  I"— 
Whare  hae  ye  been,  ye  blind  deevil  f*  and  the  call 
upon  him  to  me<l^e  them —above  all,  the  S(>eed  with 
which  the  obnoxious  pipe  and  tabor  were  put  to 
silence,  gave  the  old  man  such  efli'cfuRl  assurance  of 
undiminislied  popularity  and  im[>ortance,  as  at  cmce 
put  his  iealnusjr  to  rest,  and  changed  his  tone  of  of- 
fended dignity,  into  one  better  fitted  to  receive  such 
cordial  greetings.  Young  men  and  women  crowde<l 
round,  to  tell  how  much  ilu>y  were  afraid  st^me  mis- 
chance had  detained  him,  and  how  two  or  three  young 
fellows  had  set  out  in  quest  of  him. 

"  It  was  nae  mischance,  praisi-d  be  Heaven,"  said 
Willie.  "  but  the  absence  of  the  lazy  loon  Rob  the 
Ramblert  my  comrade,  that  diilna  come  to  meet  me 
on  the  Links;  but  I  hae  gotten  a  braw  consort  in  his 
stead,  worth  a  dozen  of  him,  the  unhanged  black' 
guard." 

"  And  wha  is't  tou's  gotten,  Wullie,  lad  ?"  said  half 
a  score  of  voices,  while  all  eyes  were  turned  on  your 
humble  servant,  who  kept  the  be^t  countenance  be 
could^  though  not  quite  easy  at  becoming  the  centre 
to  which  all  eyes  were  pointed. 

"  I  ken  him  by  his  hemmed  cravat,"  snid  one  fel- 
low; "it's  Gil  Hobsim,  the  8i>uple  tailor  frae  Bui^h. 
—Ye  are  welcome  to  Scotland,  ye  prick-thc-clout 
loon,"  he  said,  thrusting  forth  a  paw  much  the  col- 
our o*"  a  badger's  back,  and  of  most  portentous  di- 
mensions. 

"Cail  Hobson?  Gil  whoreson!"  exclaimed  Wan- 
dering Willie;  "  it's  a  gentle  chap  that  I  judge  to  be 
an  apprentice  wi'  auld  Joshua  Gc4des,  to  the  quaker- 
iradt.'' 

"What  trade  he's  that,  man  ?"Viid  he  of  the  btd- 
ger-coluurcd  fiat. 

"Canting  and  lying,"— said  Willie,  which  pro- 
duced, a  thundering  laugh;  "but  I  am  teaching  the 
callarit  a  better  trade^andthatisfeasting  and  fiddling." 
,  Willia'd  conduct  in  thus  announcing  something 
like  my  real  character,  was  contrary  to  ciimpacti  and 


winuMJanof*,"  with  a  stratlisiky  or  hornpipe  for  Hi- 
teriude;  and  the  want  of  grace,  on  the  part  oftht 
lH.Tformers,  was  amply  suppTnxl  by  truth  of  ear,  %igDO 
and  derission  of  step,  and  the  agility  proi>er  to  tM 
northeni  performers.  My  own  sioriis  rose  with  tht 
mirth  around  me,  and  with  old  Willie's  ad mirablenj 
eciiiion,  and  fri-quent  "wei-l  dime.  iiLMiile  chep,  >"et!^ 
—and,  to  cimfess  the  truth,  1  fi  It  a  great  deal  nKMt 
pleasure  in  this  rustic  n«vel,  than  1  have  done  at  tht 
mure  formal  balls  and  comrerts  in  your  famed  city,  to 
wjjieh  I  have  sometimes  made  my  way;.  Perhapi 
this  was  l>erausi'  I  was  a  persjjn  of  more  import tnc{ 
to  the  presiding  matron  of  Hn)kiiiburn-foot,  than  I 
had  the  means  of  rendering  myself  to  the  far-fatned 
Miss  Niekiy  Murray,  the  patroness  of  your  FMinbuigh 
ass«>mblie8.  The  person  I  mean  was  a  buxom  dune 
of  abi.)ui  thirty,  her  fingers  loaded  with  many  a  silm 
ring,  and  tliri>e  or  four  of  gold  ;  her  ankles  lilMnallr 
displayeil  from  under  her  numen)us  blue,  wlut&  and 
scarlet  short  petticfjats,  and  aliinxl  in  hose  of  tba 
finest  and  whitest  lamb's- wool,  which  sirosc  fmn 
shoes  of  Spanish  cordwain,  faj*tt  iied  with  nlirer 
bucklfrf".  She  took  the  lead  in  mv  favour,  and  de- 
clared, "that  the  brave  young  gi-ntlrman  should nol 
weary  himself  to  death  wi'  playing,  but  take  the  Boot 
for  a  da  nee  or  twa.'*  .  .. 

*'  And  what's  to  come  of  me,  Dame  Martin  T  ud 
Willie. 

"Comeo*  thee?"  said  the  dame;  "mtschantcroa 
the  auld  b«ard  o'  ye !  ye  could  play  for  twenty  houn 
on  end,  and  tire  out  the  haill  counlfy-6:de  wi'  dancJM 
before  vou  laid  down  your  bow,  saving  lor  a  by-dni» 
or  the  like  o*  that." 

"In  troth,  dn me,"  answered  Willie,  "yearenaene 
far  wning;  sae  if  my  comrade  is  to  take  bisdano. 
ve  maun  gie  me  my  drink,  and  then  bob  it  awayliu 
Mndgeof  Middhbie." 

The  drink  wad  soon  brought ;  but  while  Willie  wli 
part;ikin:;ofit,  a  party  entered  the  hut,  which  amatn 
mv  attention  at  once,  and  intercepted  the  intendflo 
KHlbintry  with  which  I  had  proj-osed  to  present  iM 
band  to  the  fresh-coloured,  well-made,  white-ankwd 
Thetis,  who  had  obtained  mc  manumission  from  my 
musical  task. 

This  was  nothing  less  than  the  sudden  appearand 
of  the  old  woman  whom  the  Lainl  had  termed  Mt- 
bel;  Cristal  Nixon,  his  male  attendant ;  and  m 
young  person  who  had  said  grace  to  us  when  I  wp- 
jH-d  witn  him. 

This  young  person— Alan,  thou  art  in  thy  way  i 
bit  of  a  con iiirer— this  young  person  whom  I  did  run 
dcsiTil>e,  and  whom  you,  fi>r  thai  very  reason,  soar 
pected  was  not  an  inoitlerent  object  to  ine— i«,  I«H 
sorry  to  say  it,  in  ver>'  fact  not  so  much  so  as  in  pf* 
dence  she  ought.  I  will  not  use  the  name  of  /ore  a 
this  occasion ;  for  I  have  applied  it  too  often  to  Iran- 
sient  whims  and  fancies  to  escape  vonr  satire,  shouk 
I  venture  to  apply  it  now.  For  it  is  ;i  plirase,  1  mnt 
confess,  which  I  have  ufc<1— a  romaiieer  would  WT 
profanwl— a   little  too  often,  considering  how  Iw 

Jears  have  passed  over  my  bend.  I?ut  seriously,  ll« 
air  chnplam  of  Brokenburn  has  bei  n  often  in  rnj 
head  when  she  had  no  business  tlure;  and  if  thi) 
can  give  ihee  any  clew  for  expluimnu  my  motives  ii 
lingering  ol>out  the  country,  and  a'*f?iiniing  the  cha 
ractcr  of  Willie's  compamon,  why,  hang  the«,  thoi 
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art  welcome  to  make  wf.a  of  ii— a  pirniiiwion  for 
wliicb  liiuu  nf.itJ'st  nut  th.-uik  ini>  ii:uch,  as  ilioit 
woulJst  nut  have  laik-J  tu  :i>s:uiiit:it,  whether  it  vvtrc 

Such  brin;;  niy  fwlinpn,  C(mrrive  how  they  must 
havcUcn  oxc;ifd,  wlun.  like  a  btniii  upon  a  duud,  1 
■wthie  lifieodiinoiily  Unittiful  gill  enter  ilic  a;>urt- 
neat  ill  which  they  vmrv  dnncinK;  not,  huwevcr,  with 
the  air  cf  an  cijual,  but  ll.ai  ol  a  su^^erior,  cunie  to 
moi  M  iih  h»  T  presence  the.  ft.sf  ival  of  her  dej-JMidaRts. 
The  old  man  and  woman  attendetl,  with  looks  as 
fisisivr  a«i  htrs  wore  lovely,  like  two  of  the  worst 
winur  uioiith«  wailing;  uiK>n  the  bri^^hi-eyerJ  May. 

When  e-hc  entered— wonder  if  tliou  wilt  -she  wore 
tfrtiu  montU,  fMvh  as  thou  hast  de.-crihed  as  the 
oirh  of  ihv  fair  client,  and  confirmed  what  I  had  jiart- 
ly  gci  s.**j-J  from  thy  lUTbonal  description,  tha'  my 
diaplain  and  ihy  visiter  were  the  same  person.  There 
WM  an  altKrulion  on  her  brow  the  instant  she  rocoL'- 
aistfd  inc.  She  gave  her  cloak  to  her  female  ait»  nd- 
ant,  ajid,  after  a  momentary  lusitation,  na  if  uncer- 
tain wlu  tlur  to  advance  or  retina  die  wnlketl  into  the 
luoni  with  dignity  and  composure,  all  making  w.-iy, 
llw  nun  uiibojiiitting,  and  tin:  wonien  curtiJcjini^  re- 
^eclfully,  as  bhe  a.s^umid  a  cliair  which  wasn  reve- 
irotly  placLil  for  her  acconinii;duiion,  apart  from 
others. 

There  was  then  a  pause,  until  the  bustling  mistrcsB 
of  ihf:  fen.inonii s,  with  awkward,  but  kindly  (:ourte.«y, 
ofilrid  thu  young  lady  a  glas.s  of  wine,  which  was  at 
first  circling d,  and  at  length  only  thus  far  accepted, 
iiaat,  bowing  round  to  the  fi>ii\e  company,  the  fair 
viut»>r  wifeihtd  them  all  litalih  and  mirth,  and,  just 
toucliing  the  hrini  with  her  lip,  replaced  it  on  the 
lalver.  There  was  another  pause;  and  I  did  not  im- 
nwdiat*.-ly  rcc<»lk*:t,  confiisKi  as  I  was  by  this  unex- 
pectul  aiipurition,  that  it  belongi  d  to  nie'to  break  it. 
Atttncth  a  rniiinmr  was  heard  around  ine,  Im'my:  ex- 
pected to  exhibit,— nay,  to  lead  dovjn  the  dance,— in 
consrqixnee  of  the  rreviouf*  conversation. 

"DeiKs  in  the  fiddhr  lad,"  wasnnittirL-d  from  more 
qurters*  than  ont — "saw  folk  ever  sic  a  thing  as  a 
iliauitlaced  tiddler  before  ?" 

At  hn^iih  a  vrnerable  Triton,  eecondinghisremon- 


ftianres  with  a  hearty  thump  on  niv  shoulder,  cried 
oat,  "To  the  flfxir— to  the  floor,  and  jet  us  see  how  ye 
can  fliii;i— the  lasses  are  a'  waitin; 


rp  I  jumped,  sprung  from  theelev:i(c;d  station  which 
constitutLdour  orchestra,  and,  arran^n;?  my  ideas  as 
npicly  as  I  coiiM,  advanced  to  the  h»  ad  of  the  room, 
and,  instead  of  otU-rinK  niy  hand  to  the  white-footed 
Thei'ui  aforci'aid,  I  veniurouHlv  made  the  same  propo- 
tal  to  her  of  the  Gnen  Manlle. 

The  nymph's  lovely  eyes  s<'cmed  to  open  with  neto- 
nifhrncnt  at  the  awdacitv  of  this  otl'^r;  and,  from  the 
mumiLTsI  heard  around  me,  1  also  understood  that  it 
tuipris'.ni,  and  perhaps  ofluuied,  the  bystandi  rs.  Hut 
after  the  first  moment's  emoiiwn,  slic  wreathed  her 
neck,  and  drawing  lursilf  haf^tily  up,  like  one  who 
wa*  wilhnj?  to  snow  that  she  was  sensible  of  the  full 
atent  of  her  own  condescension,  extended  l»er  hand 
towards  me,  like  a  princes-s  gracing  a  stiuin;  of  low 
degree. 

.  Tliere  is  afltctation  in  all  this,  thought  I  to  mys^^lf, 
if  the  Gret  n  Manlle  has  borne  inie  evidence— for 
young  ladif.fl  do  not  make  visits,  or  write  letters  to 
counsel  learned  in  the  law.  to  interfere  in  the  motions 
of  those  whom  they  h(»ltl  as  chenn  as  i/iis«  nynrph 
aeeiijs  todi)  me;  and  if  am  cheated  by  a  re.«<  mhlance 
of  cloaks.  .«iill  I  am  intere.'rted  lo^how  myfv.if.  in  some 
dcKTCt;,  worthy  of  the  favoi.r  she  has  granted  w  ifli  ^t 
much  stare  and  rr.s<rve.  The  fiance  to  be  performed 
«w  the  old  Scots  Jigs,  in  whieh  you  are  award  used 
loplay  noii'jrry  figure  at  La  P;ciue  s,  when  thy  clumsy 
Dovemenls  ukd  to  1)0  n-huKcd  by  raris  over  the 
knurkli  s  whh  that  great  proft  ssor's  tiiidlestirk.  The 
choice  of  the  lune  wnp  left  to  my  comrade  Willie,  who, 
bavin:?  finishitl  his  drink,  feloniously  struck  up  to  the 
well-known  and  popular  mtasure, 

*'  Merrily  (tanrod  the  Qinker'R  wife, 
And  niernijr  Uanccd  iliu  Cluuker." 

An  astounding  laugh  arose  at  my  expense,  and  I 
ihiiuhl  havtt  been  anniliilatcd,  but  that  the  smilu  ' 
VpuV. 


I  which  mantled  on  the  llpof  my  partner,  hatl  o  differ- 
ent f.vpnssion  fn»ni  that  of  riilicnle,  and  .seemed  to 
I  say,  "bo  not  take  this  to  heart."    And  1  did  not, 
Alan.    My  partner  danced  admirably,  und  I,  like  one 
I  who  was  determined,  if  outshone,  which  1  could  not 
.  help,  not  to  be  altogether  thrown  mto  the  shade. 
j     1  assure  you.  our  performance,  as  well  as  Willie'e 
j  music,  deseiM  a  more  poli.'^hrd  siieciators  and  niidi- 
!  tors;  but  we  c«>uld  not  then  have  been  grn  ted  with 
I  such  enthusiastic  shout<«  of  applause  as  attended 
I  while  1  handeil  my  parttier  to  her  seat,  and  t(K)k  my 
I  place  by  her  side,  a?  one  who  had  a  ritrhl  to  ofTer  the 
!  attenti(»ns  usual  on  such  an  occasion.     She  was  visi- 
,'  bly  embarra.*JSLd,  but  I  was  determined  not  to  obst^n-e 
I  her  confusion,  and  to  avail  myself  of  the  opportunity 
I  of  learning  whether  this  beautiful  cr^atunVs  mincl 
was  worthy  of  the   casket  in  which  Nature  hod 
lodged  it 

jVeverthelcss,  however  couragcotisly  I  formed  this 
resolution,  you  cannot  but  too  well  guess  thi?  difficul- 
ties w  liieh  I  must  nerds  have  fell  in  carrying  it  into 
e.^ecution ;  since  want  of  habitual  intercourse  with 
the  ch?irmers  of  the  other  sex  has  n-ndcrr-d  me  a 
sheepish  <'ur,  only  one  grain  less  awkward  than  thy- 
s«  If.  Then  she  was  so  vi  ry  l)eautiful,  and  assumwl  an 
air  of  so  much  di:^nity,  that  I  wrts  like  to  fall  under  the 
fatal  error  of  supposing  she  should  only  be  ad<iri^.sed 
with  S(i  met  hi  rig  very  clever;  and  in  the  hasty  racking 
vvhich  my  brains  underwent  in  thisi)ersuasion,  not  a 
single  idea  occurrui  that  common  sense  did  not  reject 
as  f^tistian  on  the  one  hand,  or  weary,  flat,  and  stale 
triticism  on  the  other.  I  frit  as  if  my  understanding 
were  no  longer  my  own,  but  was  alternately  under 
the  dominion  of  Aldiborontiphoscophornio,  and  that 
of  his  facetious  friend  Iligdum-Funnidos.  How  did  l 
envy  at  that  rnonn  nt  our  friend  Jack  Oliver,  whonro- 
duces  with  such  happy  complacence  his  fanlel  of 
small  talk,  and  who,  as  he  never  doubts  his  own 
powers  of  aflbniing  amusement,  passts  them  current 
with  every  prttty  woman  he  apjiroaches,  and  fills  np 
the  int'.rvafs  of  chat  by  his  complete  acquaintance 
with  the  exorcise  of  the  fan,  \hcjfacov,  and  the  other 
duties  of  the  Coralitrf  Scrricnte.  Some  of  ihtee  1 
attempted,  but  I  suppose  it  was  awkwardly;  at  least 
the  Lady  Ontnmantle  received  them  as  a  princess 
accepts  the  homage  of  a  clown. 

Mean  time  the  floor  remained  empty,  and  as  the 
mirth  of  the  good  meeting  was  somewhat  checke*!,  I 
ventured,  as  a  dernier  resort,  to  pror)o.'»e  a  minuet. 
She  thanked  me.  and  told  me  haugniily  enough,  "aho 
was  here  to  encourage  the  harmless  pleasures  of  these 
cfKxl  folk.**,  but  was  not  dispostd  to  make  an  exhi- 
bition of  her  own  indifl'erent  dancing  for  their  amuse- 
ment." 

She  paused  a  moment  as  if  she  expected  me  to 
snisrgest  something:;  and  as  I  remained  silent  and  re- 
buked, she  bowed  her  head  more  graciously,  and  said, 
"  Not  to  afl'ront  you,  however,  a  couniry-dance,  if  you 
please." 

What  an  as«  was  I,  Alan,  not  to  have  anticipaied 
her  wishes  !  Should  I  not  have  observed  that  the 
ill-favoured  conplf,  Mabel  and  Crisr.il  had  placed 
themselves  on  e.ich  side  of  her  seat,  like  the  support- 
ers of  the  njyal  arms 7  the  man,  thick,  short,  shagg), 
and  hirsute,  as  the  li»n  ;  the  female,  -kin-dried  tight- 
laced,  long,  lean,  and  hungry-fact d,  like  the  unicorn. 
1  iiiight  to  have  recollected,  that  und'T  the  close  in- 
ffpeclion  of  two  such  watchful  salvagi's,  our  commu- 
nication, while*  in  n'p<ise.  could  not  have  bi'cn  easy; 
that  the  period  of  dancing  a  minuet  was  not  the  very 
choicest  time  for  convirsation  ;  but  that  the  noise, 
the  cxerciMC,  and  the  mazy  confusion  of  a  country- 
dance,  where  the  inexperienfed  p«;rformfTS  wen'  eviTy 
now  and  then  ruimiiig  against  each  other,  ari<l  com- 
peljing  the  othf?r  couples  to  stand  still  for  a  minute  oi 
a  time,  besides  the  more  n-gular  repose  aflbrded  by 
the  intervals  of  the  dance  itself,  gave  the  best  iM)s8ible 
openings  for  a  word  or  tw<»  sjioken  in  season,  and 
wiihtMit  b*  ing  liable  to  observntion. 

We  had  but  just  led  down  when  nnopiKirtiiinty  of  the 
kind  i>ecurri'd.  and  mv  partmr  said,  with  great  gentle- 
ness and  m-3ilestv  "It  is  not  perhaps  verv  proper  .n 
me  to  ochnowlwl:»e  an  acquaint Miice  that  is  not 
tloimcd ;  but  I  believe  1  .-peak  to  Mr.  Darsie  Latimer?" 
15 
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"  Daraic  Latimer  was  indeed  the  pereort  that  had 
now  the  honour  and  hnppincss" 

I  would  haw  fg^yAc  on  in  the  fain**  gallop  of  coin- 
pUmL'nt,  but  hIic  cut  rn!rili«)rt.  '*  And  why,'  »\\r  said, 
"is  Mr.  LatinuT  h^ru,  and  in  dingui^s,  or  at  least  as- 
luiuiin;:;  an  offiL*e  unworthy  ot' a  man  of  education  ?— 
I  Bl'^;  pardon,''  nhi*  i-ontinuod,— "  I  would  not  p  ve  you 
pain,  but  ttun-ly  making  an  amociate  of  a  porson  of 
that  deacriplion" 

8he  looked  towards  my  friend  Wdlic.  and  was  silent 
I  fdt  hcnrt.ly  asharmxJ  of  myself,  and  haitliMicd  to 
Bay  it  wuH  an  idle  froli<*  which  want  of  occupation 
had  fln£;g(.>sted,  and  which  I  couhl  not  rr^^rct,  hi  nee  it 
had  procun-d  me  the  pleasure  I  a!  preMMit  enjoyed. 

Without  8eeinin{{  to  notice  my  compliment,  she 
took  the  next  opportunity  to  say.  Will  Mr.  Latimer 
I>ermit  a  siran^^r  who  wishes  him  well  to  ask, 
whether  it  is  ri^t  that,  at  his  active  a(;e^  he  should  be 
in  so  far  void  of  occupation,  as  to  be  ready  to  adopt 
low  society  for  the  sake  of  idle  amusement  ?*' 

"  You  are  severe,  madam,"  I  aiijiwered :  *'  but  I  can- 
not think  myself  de^aded  by  mixing  witn  any  society 
where  I  meet" 

Here  I  slopped  short,  conscious  that  I  was  giving 
mv  answer  an  unhandsomi^  turn.  The  ar^ummtum 
ad  homituin^  the  last  to  which  a  polite  man  has  re- 
course, may,  however,  be  justifletf  by  circumstanced, 
but  seldom  or  nuver  the  ar^nmtntum  ad  ffBininam. 

She  lilled  up  the  blank  henulf  whieh'  I  had  leH. 
"Where  you  mi-et  me^  1  supposi-  you  would  say  \  But 
the  uasc  is  ditferent.  I  am,  from  my  unhappy  fate, 
obli:{ed  to  move  by  the  wtU  of  others,  and  to  be  m  places 
which  I  would  by  my  own  will  gladly  avoid.  Besicka, 
I  am,  except  for  ihese  few  minutes,  i^  participator  of 
the  revels^a  spt^etator  only,  and  attended  by  my  s«v- 
vants.  Your  situation  is  different --)'ou  are  here  by 
f:hoice,  the  partaker  and  mmiaccr  of  the  pleamires  of 
a  class  below  you  in  education,  birth,  and  fortunes.— 
If  I  speak  harshly,  Mr.  Latinit^r,"  she  added,  with 
much  sweetness  of  manner,  "I  mean  kindly." 

I  was  confounded  by  her  speech,  "  sewre  in  youth- 
ful wisdom ;"  all  of  iKiir^  or  lively,  suitable  to  such  a 
dialogue,  vanished  from  my  recollection,  and  I  an- 
swered, with  gravity  like  her  own,  "1  am.  indeed, 
better  eilucattxl  than  these  poi)r  pi>oi>le;  but  you, 
madnm,  whose  kiiMi  admonition  I  am  grateful  for, 
must  know  more  of  my  condition  than  I  do  mysell'— 
I  dare  not  say  I  am  th(ir  8iiiM.'rior  in  birth,  since  I  know 
nothing  of  my  own,  or  in  fortunes,  over  wiiich  hangs 
an  impenetrable  cloud." 

•*  And  \yhy  should  your  ignorance  on  these  points 
drive  y«)u  into  low  society  and  idle  habits  7"  answered 
my  female  monitor.  '*  Im  it  manly  to  wait  till  fortune 
east  her  beam^  upon  you,  when  by  exertion  of  your 
«>wn  enerijv  you  might  diKtinguish  yourself  1~Do  not 
the  pursuits  of  learning  lie  open  to  you— of  manly 
ambition— of  war  7— But  no— not  of  war,  that  has 
already  <M)st  you  too  dear." 

"I  will  l»c  what  you  wish  me  to  be,"  I  replied  with 
eagerness-"  Vou  have  but  to  choose  my  path,  and 
you  shall  s.-e  if  I  do  not  porsue  it  with  energy  were  it 
only  because  you  command  me." 

•*  Not  because  I  c(»mmnnd  you,"  said  the  maiden, 

but  because  re  isi->n,  common  sense,  manhood,  and, 
in  one  word,  regard  for  your  own  safety,  give  the  same 
counsel. 

"At  least  permit  me  to  reply,  that  reason  and  scnsc^ 
never  assumed  a  fairtrrf«>rni— of  persuasion,"  1  hastily 
added ;  for  she  turned  from  me  -nor  did  she  give  me 
another  opportunity  of  continuing  what  I  had  to  say 
till  the  next  pause  of  the  dance,  when,  determmeil  to 
bring  our  dialogue  to  a  point,  I  said,  "  Vou  mentioneil 
manhoijd  also,  madam,  and,  in  the  same,  breath,  per- 
sonal danger.  My  idea*;  of  mnnhoiNl  suggest  that  it 
is  cowardice  to  nstreat  before  dangers  of  a  doubtful 
character.  You,  who  api)ear  to  know  so  much  o\ 
my  fortunes  that  1  might  call  you  mv  guanlian  angel, 
tell  me  what  these  clangers  are,  that  I  may  julge 
whether  manho<Nl  calls  on  me  lo  fatK?  or  to  fly  them." 

She  was  evidently  pen^lexed  by  this  appeal. 

'  Vou  make  me  pay  dearly  for  acting  as  your  hu- 
mane advisiT,"  she  n-plied  at  last :  "  I  acknowledge 
an  interest  in  your  fate,  and  yet  I  dare  not  tell  you 
Whence  it  arises  2  neitlier  am  I  at  liberty  to  say  why, 


or  from  whom,  you  are  in  dangpr;  but  it  is  not  \tm 
true  that  dangi-r  is  near  and  immineni.  Ask  me  no 
moP-,  bur,  tor  y-mr  own  sake,  ln-^r'Kie  from  this  coun- 
try. KiMwhere  you  are  Mufe  -here  you  do  but  iuvits 
your  fate." 

"  Bill,  am  I  d'iom«-d  U)  bid  thus  fan-well  to  almost 
the  only  human  being  who  has  showed  nn  iniorcitt  10 
my  welfare  ?— Do  not  say  so— ^ay  that  we  shall  meet 
again,  and  the  hope  sliall  be  the  leading  star  to  regu- 
late my  <-.ours«'  I" 

"It  IS  luon:  than  probable,"  she  Mid — **' much  more 
than  probable,  that  we  may  never  meet  again.  Tlie 
help  wliieli  I  now  render  you  is  all  that  may  be  in 
my  (Kiwer;  it  is  siieh  as  I  should  n*ndcr  to  a  Mind 
man  whom  I  miKht  observe  approaching  tht^  rermeof 
a  precipice:  it  ought  to  excilenu  surprise,*  and  nquiiw 
no  gratitude." 

So  saying,  she  again  turned  from  me,  nor  did  she 
address  me  until  the  dancit  was  on  the  point  of  end- 
ing, when  she  said,  "  Do  not  altermit  to  speak  to,  or 
approach  riu>  again  in  tlie  (niurse  of  the  night ;  lea^ 
the  Company  as  soon  as  you  can,  but  not  abruptly; 
and  (vod  be  with  you." 

I  handeii  her  to  her  seat,  and  did  nf>t  quit  the  Cur 
palm  1  held,  witluNit  evpreii.Hing  my  feelings  by  a  {gen- 
tle pressure.  Shi*  colourwl  slighlly,  and  withdrew 
her  haiiil.  Itut  not  an^erdy.  iSLiing  the  e>es  of  Cii*- 
tal  and  Mal>el  sternly  h.K«-(l  on  me^  I  iKiwetl  deeply, 
ami  withiJa'w  from  Iter ;  my  heart  saddening,  and  mf 
eyes  iNH-oining  dim  hi  sjn'te  uf  me,  as  the  bhiAing 
crowd  hid  us  irom  each  other. 

It  wa.s  my  intention  to  have  crept  b.irk  to  my  co 
rade  Willie,  and  resumed  my  bow  with  such  spirit  u 
I  might,  although  at  the  moment  I  would  have  gives 
half  my  income  for  an  instant's  solitude.  But  my 
retreat  was  cut  ofl'  by  Dame  Martin,  with  the  frank- 
ness—if  it  is  not  nn  im^msistent  phrase — of  riiade 
ctujuetry,  that  goes  straight  up  to  the  point. 

"  Ay,  lad,  ye  si;em  uncu  sune  weary,  to  dance  sm 
lightly  7  Better  the  nag  that  ambles  a  the  day,  thai 
him  that  makes  a  brattle  for  a  mile,  and  then's  dimt 
wi'  the  road." 

This  was  a  fair  challenge,  and  I  could  m>t  decline 
accepting  it.  Besides,  I  could  see  Dame  Martin  wu 
queen  of  the  novels;  and  so  many  were  the  rude  and 
singular  figures  al>4)ut  me,  that  I  was  by  no  meant 
certain  whether  I  might  not  need  8omt>  protection.  I 
sifized  on  her  willing  hand,  and  we  took  our  places  in 
the  dance,  where,  if  I  did  not  acquit  myBi*lf  with  aQ 
the  accuracy  of  step  and  movement  which  I  had  b^ 
fore  attempted,  I  at  least  came  up  to  the  cxpectatioiit 
of  my  partner,  who  said,  and  almo.-it  swore,  "I  wat 
prime  at  ii ;"  while^  stimulated  to  her  utmost  excf^ 
tions,  she  hersirlf  frisked  like  a  kid,  siiaf)|Kd  her  fin- 

gers  like  castanets,  whiN>p<^i  like  a  BrtcctianaL  iikI 
oundiii  from  th>;  tliMir  like  a  tennis-ball,— ay,  till  the 
colour  of  her  garters  was  no  particular  mystery.  She 
made  the  less  si>eret  of  this,  ix.'rliaps,  that  they  were 
sky-blue,  and  fringed  with  silver.    • 

The  time  has  l).-i>n  that  this  wmild  have  been  spe- 
cial fun ;  or  rather,  last  night  was  the  only  time  I  can 
recollect  thest*  four  years  when  it  would  nt>t  have  bett 
so;  yet,  at  this  moment,  I  cannot  toll  you  how  I 
longed  to  be  rid  of  Dame  Martin.  I  almost  wished 
she  would  sprain  <me  of  thosi»  "many-t winkling" 
ankles,  which  servi^l  her  so  alertly ;  and  when,  in  tne 
midst  o^  her  exiiliernnt  caprioling,  I  saw  my  former 
partner  leaving  the  apartment,  and  with  t>yes,  as  I 
thought,  turning  towards  ine,  this  unwillingness  10 
carry  on  the  dnnc*e  imrri-asiMl  to  such  a  i>oint,  that  I 
was  almost  ab«jut  to  feign  n  sprain  or  a  dislocation 
myi«elf,  in  onler  to  put  an  end  to  the  performance. 
But  there  weiv  around  me  scores  of  old  women,  all  of 
whom  l«)oked  as  if  they  might  h.ivo  some  sovereign 
T'tixynf  for  such  an  acei<kni ;  ami.  remenilH^ring  Oil 
Bias  and  hb«  pretended  disorder  in  the  ntbbers'  cavenu 
I  thought  it  as  wise  to  play  Dame  Martin  fair  ana 
d.ince  till  she  thought  proi)er  to  dismiss  me.  What 
I  did  I  restilved  to  do  steruiously,  and  in  the  latter 
part  of  the  exhibition,  I  cut  ami  siirnng  frrnn  the  floor 
an  hiuh  and  as  i>t>rp<*ndiciilarly  as  Dame  Miriin  her- 
S4*W';  and  received,  I  promise  you,  thunders  of  q>- 
plaus;'.  for  the  common  |>eople  always  firefer  exeriwn 
and  agility  to  grace.    At  lon^tli  Daiue  3Iartiu  could 
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I,  and.  rejoicing  at  my  release,  I  led  her 
ook  the  privilege  of  a  partner  to  attend 

"  exclaimed  Dame  Martin,  "I  am  sair 
Froth,  callantf  I  think  ye  hae  been 
th  o'  me." 

none  for  the  alleged  ofTencc  by  fetching 
ihnicnt,  of  which  8he  readily  partook. 
n  lucky  in  my  partnere,"  I  said,  "first 
ng  ladv,  and  then  you,  Mrs.  Martin." 
your  flinching,"  said  Dame  Martin. 
I  wa,  ind ;  dinna  blaw  in  folks's  lu|*8 
inu  Miss  Lilias  evenM  thegithcr!  Na, 
e  is  maybe  four  or  five  years  younger 
>'  me,— by  and  atiour  hor  gentle  hav- 

Laird's  daughter?"  said  I,  in  as  care- 

nquiry  as  I  could  assume. 

er,  man  ?   No,  na,  only  his  niece— and 

lim,  I  think." 

"  I  replied ;  I  thought  she  had  borne 

berain  name,  and  that's  Lilias." 
le  no  other  name?"  asked  I. 
B  she  another  till  she  gets  a  gudeman? 
Thetis,  a  lit  lie  miftiid  perhaps— to  use 
hrase— that  I  turned  the  wnvcrsation 
V  partner,  rather  than  addressed  it  to 

I  short  pause,  which  was  interrupted 
in  observing,  "  They  are  standing  up 

1  I,  having  no  mind  to  renew  my  late 
C  "  and  I  must  go  hulp  old  Willie." 
extricate  myself,  I  heard  poor  Thetis 
r  to  a  sort  of  Mer-man  in  a  jacket  of 
and  a  pair  of  irowsers,  (whose  hand, 
e  had  rejected  at  an  earlier  part  of  the 
intimate  that  she  was  now  disposed  to 

then,  dearie,"  said  the  vindictive  man 
without  ofloring  his  hand  ;  "  there," 
floor,  "  is  a  roomy  berth  for  you." 
i  made  one  enemy,  and  perhaps  two. 
my  original  seat  beside  Willie,  and 
le  my  Ik>w.  But  I  could  s(^e  that  my 
lade  an  unfavourable  impression ;  the 
conceit«>d  chap,"— "  hamms  /^entlo," 
,  the  still  more  alarming  epithet  of 
to  be  buzzed  about,  and  I  was  heartily 
ipparition  of  Sam's  visage  at  the  door, 
ay  (lossessfMl  of  and  draining  a  can  of 
le  assurance  that  my  means  of  retreat 
I  intimated  as  much  to  Willie,  who 
eard  more  of  the  murmurs  of  the  com- 
d,  for  he  whispered,  "Ay^  ay— awa  wi' 
here— slide  out  canny— dmna  let  them 
le  tramp." 

If-a-cuinea  into  the  old  man's  hsnd, 
,  "Trutsl  pnits!  nonsense!  but  I'se 
ing  ye  can  afford  it— Awa  wi'  ye— and 
ps  ye,  cry  on  me.*' 

lis  advio^  along  the  room  as  if  looking 
oined  Sam,  whom  I  disenenged  with 
from  his  can,  and  we  left  the  cottage 
manner  to  attract  the  least  possible 
The  horses  were  tied  in  a  neighbouring 
e  moon  was  up  and  f  was  now  familiar 
broken  and  romplieaied  as  it  is,  we 
the  Shepherd's  Bush,  where  the  old 
nttiiig  up  waiting  for  us,  under  some 
id,  to  acrount  for  which  she  did  not 
[1  me  that  some  folks  had  gone  to 
liin  her  house,  or  nei^^hbonring  towns, 
mc  s(j  safe  back  again.  *'  Wandering 
lid,  "  was  doubtless  a  kind  of  proiec- 

I  wife,  who  was  smt^injij  in  the  chim- 
k  up  the  praises  of  her  **  hmnie,"  as  she 
I  endeavoured  to  awaken  inv  upnerosiiy 
ribing  the  dangii's  fr(»m  which,  as  she 
0  allege,  hor  hu.obaHd's  countenance 
been  the  iiicrms  of  preserving  mc.  I 
vcr,  to  be  fooled  out  of  uiore  loojoey  ot 


this  time,  and  went  to  bed  in  haste,  full  of  various 
cogitations. 

1  have  since  spent  a  couple  of  days  betwixt  Mount 
Shamn  and  this  place,  and  betwixt  reading,  writing 
to  thee  this  momentous  history,  forming  plans  for 
seeing  the  lovely  Lilias,  andT-fiartlv^  I  thmk.for  the 
sake  of  contradiction— angling  a  little  in  spite  of 
Joshua's  scruples— though  I  am  rather  liking  the 
amusement  better  as  I  begin  to  have  some  success 
in  it. 

And  now,  my  dearest  Alan,  you  are  in  full  posse»- 
sion  of  my  secret— let  me  as  n-ankly  into  the  recesses 
j  of  your  bosom.  How  do  you  feel  towards  this  fail 
ignis  fatuus,  this  lily  of  the  desert  ?  Tell  me  honestly; 
lor  however  the  recollection  of  her  may  haunt  my 
own  mind,  my  love  for  Alan  Fairford  surpasses  the 
love  of  woman.  I  know,  too,  that  when  you  do  love^ 
it  will  be  to 

"  LovA  once  and  low  no  more.** 
A  deep-consuming  passion,  once  kindled  in  a  breast 
BO  steady  as  yours,  would  never  be  extinguished  bot 
with  life.  I  am  of  another  and  more  volatile  temper, 
and  though  I  shall  open  your  next  with  a  trembling 
hand,  and  uncertain  heart,  yet  let  it  brinjg  a  frank 
confession  that  this  fair  unknown  has  made  a  deeper 
impression  on  your  gravity  than  you  reckoned  for,  and 
you  will  see  I  can  tear  the  arrow  from  my  own  wound, 
hnrb  and  all.  In  the  mean  time,  though  I  have  formed 
schemes  once  more  to  see  her,  I  will,  you  may  rely  on 
it,  take  no  step  for  putting  them  into  practice.  I  have 
refrained  fn>m  this  hitherto,  and  I  give  you  my  word 
of  honour,  I  shall  continue  to  do  so;  yet  why  should 
you  need  any  further  assurance  from  one  wno  is  so 
entirely  yours  as  D.  L. 

P.  S.— I  shall  be  on  thorns  till  I  receive  your  an- 
swer. I  read,  and  re-read  your  letter,  and  cannot 
for  my  soul  discover  what  your  real  si-ntiments  are. 
Sometimes  I  think  you  write  of  her  as  one  in  jest — 
and  sometimes  I  think  that  cannot  be.  Put  me  at 
case  as  soon  as  possible. 


LETTER  XIII. 

ALAN  FAIRFOBD  TO  DA  RSI  E  LATIMEB. 

I  vrnm  on  the  instant,  as  you  direct ;  and  in  a  tra^- 
comic  humour,  for  I  have  a  tear  in  my  eye  and  a  smila 
on  my  chet^k.  Dearest  Darsie,  sure  never  a  being  but 
yourself  could  be  so  generous— sure  never  a  being  but 
yourself  muld  be  so  absurd  I  I  remember  when  you 
were  a  boy  you  wished  to  make  your  fine  new  wnip 
a  prt^sent  to  old  aunt  P(*ggy,  merelv  because  she 
admired  it ;  and  now,  with  like  unreflecting  and  un* 
appntpriaie  liherahiy,  you  would  resign  your  beloved 
to  a  smoke-dried  young  sophister,  who  cares  not  one 
of  the  hairs  which  it  is  his  occupation  to  split  for  sU 
the  daughters  of  Kve.  I  in  love  with  your  Lilias— 
your  green-mantle— your  unknown  enchantress  I— 
why  I  scarce  saw  her  for  five  minutes,  and  even  then 
only  the  tip  of  her  chin  was  distinctly  visible.  She 
was  well  made,  and  the  tip  of  her  chin  was  of  a  most 
promising  cast  for  the  rest  of  the  face;  but.  Heaven 
save  you  f  she  came  upon  business  I  and  for  •  lawyer 
to  fall  in  love  with  a  pretty  chent  on  a  single  consults- 
tioii,  would  he  as  wisi.-  as  if  he  became  enamoured 
of  a  particularly  bright  sunbeam  which  chanced  for  s 
moment  to  gild  his  bar-wig.  I  give  you  my  word  I 
am  heart-whole;  and,  moreover,  I  assun^  you,  that 
before  I  suffer  a  woman  to  sit  near  my  hisrt  s  core,  I 
must  see  her  full  face,  without  mask  or  mantle,  ay, 
and  know  a  good  deal  of  her  mind  into  the  bargain. 
So  never  fret  yourself  on  my  account,  my  kind  and 
generous  Darsio ;  but,  for  your  own  sake.  Have  a  caic^ 
and  let  not  an  idle  attachment,  su  lightly  taken  tq^ 
lead  you  into  serious  danger. 

On  this  subject  I  fi-el  so  apprehensive,  that  now 
when  I  am  decorated  with  the  nonouts  of  ihe  gown, 
I  should  have  abandoned  my  carets  at  the  very  stsrt* 
ing  to  come  to  you,  hut  for  my  father  having  contrifsd 
to  clog  my  hocFs  with  fitters  of  a  professional  natural 

1 1  ifill  tell  yoa  the  matter  at  length,  for  .t  is  comlcsl 
enoiigh  i  and  why  should  not  vou  list  to  my  juridicvl 

I  ndven lures,  as  well  as  I  to  those  of  your  fiJdliiif 

1  knight-emniry  1 
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It  was  a fiCT  dinner,  end  I  wns  conwd^rinyj  how  I 
might  boat  inirodinT  to  my  father  thi;  private  n.-sohi- 
tiuri  T  had  roriiied  to  Ht*i  uff  ior  Duinfric's-tiliin',  or 
whcthiT  I  lind  not  Ik'HiT  run  away  nt  ouch,  nml  iileuJ 
my  tixctisi'  hy  K-ttur,  whcn,n!*suiiiin^  the  )ior;idi.irl»:)k 
with  whK'h  he  eurnn)unii-:iti!s  nny  of  his  int«.'iitkiii.« 
resptiutin:^  iiic,  ihut  he  sus^iects  may  nut  b;r  altoL'Hthcr 
loceptuhlc,  "  Alan."  he  paid.  "  yc  now  wi.^ur  a  ;;own  — 
ye  have,  oiuinril  Ntiop,  a^  wo  would  say  of  u  mon.' 
nicchiiriical  prot'rs^jioa ;  and,  doiiltlli~«-4,  ye  think  tlit: 
floor  of  tho  coiirtH  is  Htrewcl  with  Kuiiwari^  and  that 
ye  hnvi*  only  to  Htoop  down  to  gather  th.vm  ?" 

"I  iio;w  laui  s.Misibli',  sir,"  1  r«';>li  d,  "that  I  havi* 
pome  knijvviid;:^  and  practice  to  aciiuire,  and  must 
Bloo}>  for  that  in  llie  first  pia'^c." 

"It  \n  WjL'll  wiid,"  answcrtil  iny  fathi;r;  and  alwayii 
afraid  li)  jiive  too  much  cncoura^emnit,  ndd«-d,  "Very 
well  said,  if  it  be  well  acted  up  to— Siik»,)  lotielknow- 
Ied:re  an«l  praclici^  ia  the  veo'  wonl.  Ye  know  v»-ry 
well,  Alan,  that  in  tin.*  other  faeuhy  who  Hiudy  thi' 
Are  vicdfiidi,  before  the  youiiK  doeltir  pets  lo  the 
bcdMidi-s  of  palaces,  lie  mu>jt,  as  they  call  it,  walk  th<- 
hoBpilalM;  and  cure  Laz<yu9  of  his  norrn,  before  he 
1>G  admitted  to  prescribe  for  Divt:s,  when  he  has  gout 
or  indiL;e^lion" — ^ 

"I  a:n  aware,  nit,  that" 

"Whirthi— do  tiot  interrupt  the  court— WVII—alw 
the  chirur^-ons  have  a  useful  practice,  by  which  they 

Cut  their  amm>ntic<;s  and/yroncM  to  work  upon  sense- 
>88  dead  lK>dieji,  lo  which,  as  they  can  do  nogofvl, 
BO  they  certainly  can  do  ae  little  hnrm:  while  at  the 
Banuf  tiim;  tluf  t^ros  or  aporentici;,  prnins  experience, 
and  bei^onica  fit  to  whipofTa  lei;  or  arm  fniin  a  liv;n;{ 
subject,  as  cbmnly  as  yn  would  slice  an  onion." 

'I  believe  1  ^uess  your  nieaninK.  sir,"  answered 
I;  '*flnd  were  it  not  for  a  very  purticjlar  engaj^e- 
ment" 

*^V>o  nut  apeak  to  nio  of  enf^as^ements ;  but  wliisht 
—thon;  is  a  good  lad— and  do  not  interrupt  the 
court." 

My  father,  you  know,  in  apt  —he  it  said  with  all  filial 
duty— to  he  a  httlo  proIi.K  in  his  haraimties.  I  had 
notnin:,'  for  il  but  to  lean  back  and  listtrii. 

"  M:iybe  you  think,  Alan,  bcirause  I  have,  doubthw, 
the  inana;»t^nient  of  g<inirt  actions  in  dependence, 
whilk  my  worthy  clients  have  inirust"d  ints  with,  that 
I  may  think  of  airtins;  them  your  way  instaiUer ;  and 
BO  sotting  you  up  in  practice,  so  far  as  my  small  busi- 
ness or  inniiencc  may  tw;  and,  douhtl(}s«,  Alan,  that 
is  a  day  wKllk  I  hope  may  come  round.  Hut  then, 
before  1  give,  as  tlxi  proverb  hath  it,  '  My  own  fish- 
guts  to  iiiv  own  sea- maws,'  I  must,  for  the  sake  of 
my  own  character,  he*  very  sure  that  my  siia-maw  can 
pick  thc*m  lo  some  ptirpos'*.    What  say  ye?" 

"I  am  so  far,"  answereii  I,  "from  wi»liing  to  get 
early  into  practice,  sir,  that  I  would  willingly  bestow 
a  few  days" 

"In  further  study,  ye  would  siy,  Alan.  But  that  is 
not  the  way  either— yo  must  walk  the  hospitalif^ye 
must  cure  IjazaruB— ye  must  cut  and  carve  on  a  de- 
par/ed  i-jbject,  tOBhow  voiir  skill." 

"I  am  sure,"  I  replied,  "I  will  undttrtake  the  cause 
of  any  poor  man  with  pleasure,  and  lu'stow  as  much 
pains  upon  it  as  if  it  were  a  duke's;  but  for  the  next 
two  or  three  days"— - 

"They  must  oe  devoted  to  close  studv,  Alan— verj' 
dose  study  indeeiJ;  for  ve  must  stand  primed  for  a 
hearin'.;,  in  prtstntia  I>jminorum,  upon  Tuesday 
next." 

"I,  sir!"  I  replied  in  astonishment— "I  have  not 
oponei  my  mouth  in  the  Outer-House  yet !" 

"  Never  mind  the  Court  of  the  (tentiles,  man," 
said  my  father;  "  we  will  have  you  into  the  Sanctuary 
at  once— over  shoes,  over  bot>t3." 

"  But,  sir.  I  should  really  spoil  any  cause  thrust  on 
roe  so  hastily." 

"Ye  cannot  spoil  it,  Alan."  said  my  father,  nibbing 
his  hands  with  much  complacency ;  "  that  isthn  very 
ueam  of  the  business,  man— it  is  just,  as  I  said  be- 
Ibre,  a  subject  upon  whilk  all  the  iyronat  have  l>een 
tryinir  their  whittles  for  fiftonn  years :  and  as  th^ re 
have  bf'cn  about  ten  or  a  doKcn  agents  concerned, 
and  each  took  his  own  way,  the  case  is  come  to  timt 
pasB,  that  Stair  or  Ariuston  could  not  mead  it  i  ood 


1 1  do  not  think  even  yon,  Alan,  can  d>i  it  much  liajra 
I  — )r  rn.iy  yet  cn-dit  hy  it,  but  ye  (.•an  l.»He  n  *ne." 
\      "Arxi  prav  what  it  the  naiiu-  of  my  liar)py  client 
;  sir  ?"  said  f,  uii'^raciously  e,tii.Mi:?h,  J  he-hrvi^ 

"  It  is  a  wi'Il-ktiown  iianw  in  th<^  Parli.imeol- 
irons'."  repli'.'d  my  faiiier.  "To  .«iav  the  Irufli,  lag* 
poet  him  ev<'r>'  moment ;  it  is  PtU-r  Pn-bhrs."** 

"P«ier  iWblc}* !"  exclaimed  I.  in  nutonishmeat: 
"111.'  is  an  in.'^aik'  l>eggar— aspoor  as  Job,  and  as  maj 
as  a  Mun.-li  hare !" 

"  lie  ha«»  b<.»en  pleaing  in  ihe court  fiir  fifteen  yeari,'' 
said  my  father,  in  a  tone  (if  commis<Tiition,  which 
.HeeiiK-d  to  a('knowtfd;!e  that  this  (\iy\  was  i^niou;:^  It 
account  fur  the  {Kxjr  man's  couditioii  bi/tli  iu  oiiad 
and  circimiHtancirSw 

"IJcsidrs.  sir,"  I  adde<l  he  is  on  tlu:  Poor's  Roll: 
and  you  know  thi^re  an' advocates  re;;ularly  appointed 
ro  nintia'^c  those  cascts;  ami  for  nie  to  presume  IB 
intcrf.ri'"' 

"Vyiiisht,  Alan  !— newr  interrupt  thtf  court— tU 
that  is  mana;;ed  for  ye  like  a  tee'd  ball ;"  tmy  father 
H.iiiK'iiiiies  draws  his  similt  s  from  his  once  t'avouritt 
u'aiiiL'  of  ;iolf ;)  -"  you  must  know,  Alan,  that  Peler'i 
( nuse  was  to  nave  !>cen  opeiieti  by  youn^  Dumtoiistie 
ye  may  ken  (he  lad,  a  son  of  Dumtonstiu  of  thatdk, 

member  of  Parliuncnt  for  the  (■•)uiity  Mi y  and  i 

ni'pliew  of  the  Laird's  y(singer  brother,  worthy  IjOid 
BUdderskate,  whilk  ye  are  aware  sounds  as  like  beias 
akin  to  a  pratshipt  and  a  .slicriirdoin,  as  a  sii-ve  isiu 
to  a  riddle.  Aow,  Saunders  Drud;{<'ii,  my  lord'l 
clerk,  came  to  me  this  morning  in  the  House,  likcait 
bereft  of  his  wits;  foril  seems  thai  youii;^  DumttNH' 
tie  is  aiie  of  the  Poor's  Lawyers,  ami  Poicr  Pet- bles*i 
pnxress  had  been  rejiiidcd  to  him  of  cours<\  Buiw 
S()on  as  the  harebrainixi  goose  saw  the  |K)kes,t  (ai| 
indiM.'d,  Alan,  they  are  none  of  the  least,)  he  took 
fright,  calhtd  f«)r  nis  nag,  lap  on,  and  away  to  iht 
country  is  he  gone;  and  so^  suid  SauiidorSf  my  loid 
is  at  his  wit's  end  wi'  vexation  and  hIkiio'',  to  sec  hii 
nrvoy  break  olTthc  course  at  the  very  starting.  TU 
tell  you,  Saunders,'  said  I,  'were  1  my  Kml,  and  a 
friend  or  kinsman  of  mine  should  have  the  towi 
whih?  the  court  was  sitting,  that  kinsman,  or  beht 
what  he  likinl,  should  never  darken  my  door  agun.' 
And  then,  Al.m,  I  thought  to  turn  the  ball  our  owl 
way;  and  I  said  that  you  were  a  p-y  sharp  birkia 
jusi  oH'  the  irons,  and  il  it  would  obli;;c  my  lord,  and 
80  forth,  you  would  open  Peter's  csuise  on  I'uesdajr, 
and  make  some  haiidsome  apolo:£y  for  tiir  n< CL-surr 
absence  of  your  learned  friend,  and  the  loss  wliin 
your  client  and  the  court  had  sustained,  and  so  forth. 
Saunders  lap  at  the  proposition,  like  a  co<.-k  at  a  gro*' 
sart ;  for,  he  said,  the  only  chance  was  lo  get  a  new 
haiki,  that  did  not  ken  the  charge  he  was  taking  upoa 
him ;  for  there  was  not  a  lad  of  two  Sessions'  stand- 
ing that  was  not  dead-sick  of  Peter  Pe4.;bles  and  hii 
cause;  and  he  advised  me  to  break  the  matter  gvntlf 
to  ^ou  at  the  first ;  but  I  told  hiin  you  were  a  gow 
bairn,  Alan,  and  had  no  will  and  pleasure  in  taew 
matters  but  mine." 

What  could  I  say,  Darsie,  in  answer  to  thisa^ 
range m en t,  so  very  well  meant— ho  wry  vexatiuQi 
at  the  same  time  1— To  imitate  the  defection  and 
flight  of  young  Dumtoustie,  was  at  once  to  destrof 
my  father's  hopes  of  me  for  ever;  nay,  such  is  the 
keenness  with  which  he  rega:d8  all  connected  with 
his  profession,  it  might  have  been  a  step  to  breakini 
his  heart.  I  was  obligt.>d,  tht^rcfore,  to  how  in  bm 
acquiescence,  when  my  father  called  to  Jnnies  Wil* 
kins(m  to  bring  the  two  bits  of  pokes  he  would  find 
on  his  table. 

Exit  Jaiif's,  and  presently  re-enters,  bending  undn 
the  lond  of  two  huge  leathern  bags,  full  «if  papers  tc 
the  brim,  and  labelled  on  the  greasy  backs  with  cbi 

*  Tliif  unfbrtunnlft  litirnnt  (fort  p4>rson  niimpd  Ppterl  afblai 
actually  HouriMhitft)  frwiuent^d  thf)  conrtu  uf  jiniiee  in  Srotlaai 
about  tliK  yvnx  I7M.  nnd  Ww.  Kkctcli  dr  \\\*  iippeanincc  ia  fifH 
fmm  reeotleriion.  The  autlxtr  ia  of  oiiininn  Uiat  he  himrl 
liad  at  on<)  time  thn  liontnir  to  Ijp  counacl  fur  Pc-tcr  Pr«l>lM 
whoico  rohiininuuii  rouriM^dflitintion  iNTvcd  aiiaiHirl  oriwmjr 
pjcr«>4  lo  mrMt  vdunv  men  who  wero  ralliHl  lo  tlie  tmr.  Tte 
preiie  of  the  ronniHatioii  la  eotirely  imaxmarr. 

t  Pormcrlr.  a  t«wi«r.  fuppoMKl  to  be  wnUr  the  pecwIUrpal 
ronatrc  of  any  i>artioular  jud^,  «tai  inriUiooaly  terioe4  ki 
ptat  Of  «/. 

I  rraoe«-bagi. 
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IMB'C'  impr€>i(9  of  ihc  olrks  of  court,  nnd  the  tillo, 
Pte'jlf.'i  uifnivMt  Plnhistaiif.^.  Tliis  hv.^H'  innf>rt  wns 
d'POs'iJi'ii  «in  Tip  iahli\  arwl  inv  fjiiher,  wiih  no  .mli- 
nar)-;:!.  f  ir.  his  connttMiaiii'i-,  \wjnu  tminxw  o\U  ihv 
varwi.^  b'jnHI»-«  of  pnp«  fn  M.runil  l»y  lumv  of  your 
tvA  J.-i;;.-  or  whipcord,  hut  snout,  >«jl'H4iMii;il  casirof 
\vKd  n>p<\  fMicn  as  iiiu^lit  have  held  siiiull  craft  at 
thfir  motnlnfiK 

I  m'.''c  a  Inst  and  Heppcrnic  effort  to  rrrt  rid  of  fli-.* 
imffcBiLnir  j"b.  "I  uiii  ii:d!y  jifroid,  sir,  tliaf  ihi.s 
»■«'»  ?«v:ne  so  miirh  coniphratt d.  ni:d  ihtn-  in  »o 
little  !:tiir  to  prepari',  thut  we  h;ul  belttr  inovo  the 
C«:r!  u>  Mipirstile  it  till  rif^xf  Sesr'iim/' 

"How.  tsir'? — how,  Ainii  ?'  said  my  fat  hf*r— "Would 
jw approbate  and  rpi)ri>bai('  sir  .'— Vou  haw  ncoj'ptod" 
ihe  j:-..  -r  man'**  <au>e,  ami  i:"  you  Iiavi*  not  his  Ivt".  in 
jwr  pri.'-ktt,  it  is  becaur^e  \u'  has  nont'  to  siw  you ; 
tad  now  wonld  you  approbate  and  repmbate  in  the 
wn?  breath  of  yonr  mouth  ?-  -Think  of  your  oath 
of  office,  Alan,  and  your  duty  to  your  father,  my  dear 


\ 


.  Qnrn  more,  what  could  I  pay?— I  saw,  from  my 
aihrrV<«  liurricd  and  alarmed  inann«  r,  that  nothing 
uuld  vrx  him  k>  much  as  failing  in  the  i>oiiit  lu;  had 
eiHrirntri  to  it-.rrj*,  and  (mce  im»r»'  intiiuatid  my 
^inr^<i  to  ifo  my  nest,  undrr  <.'veiy  diyadvantaKe. 

"Wtll.  well,  tny  iMiy,"  Mid  inv  lather,  "the  Lord 
riU  makf.-  your  days  1om<;  in  the  laml,  for  the  honour 
OQ  have  pivcn  to  your  fatli* t'8  Rray  hairs.  Ymi  may 
nd  mi«ior  advisers,  Alan,  but  none  that  can  wish  you 
etier." 

My  father,  you  know,  docs  not  usually  fjive  way  to 
ipf«*«ii>ns  of  affection,  and  they  are  mterestin:?  in 
roportioii  to  ihcir  rarity.  My  evf-s  began  t')  fill  at 
eemg  his  tdisten ;  and  my  delight  at  havin;,'  fii\'en 
liin  siirh  sensiblo  gratiiication  would  havn  been 
nmixriJ.  but  for  the  thoughts  of  vou.  These  out  of  | 
ht  qii^^iiiiM,  I  could  have  grappled  with  the  bagj*, 
lid  they  iH-en  as  jarge  as  irorn-sacks.  Hut,  to  turn 
rhat  was  ;rrave  into  farce,  the  door  opened,  and 
Vilkinson  U!»hHred  in  Pel*^?r  Peebles. 

You  must  have  seen  this  original,  Darsio,  who,  like 
»tbers  in  the  same  pmdioament,  continues  to  haunt 
ht  counsof  justice,  where  he  has  mad*'  sliipwreek  of 
lime,  means,  and  understanding.  Such  innane  pau- 
jttn  have  sometimes  swuied  to  me  to  refi«rmble 
vrecks  King  upon  the  shoals (m  the  Goodwin  Sands, 
ur  m  Varmorith  Roads,  warnini:  other  vessels  to 
kaepalonf  fniin  the  hanks  on  uhirh  they  have  b'sen 
kial;  or  ralhirrwieh  mined  elienis  are  like  tfcarecnjws 
tad  pi>iaio-lKV.£k-s,  distributed  through  the  courts  to 
Mane  a\s.-iy  fools  from  the  scene  of  litigation. 

Tile  ulenlical  Peter  wtnirs  a  hngi*  un;at-eoat,  thread- 
btreand  patched  itst^lf,  yet  carefully  so  disposed  and 
MCinvd  by  wtiat  buttons  remain,  and  many  supple- 
nxntary  pms,  as  to  conceal  the  still  mort;  intirm  state 
of  his  under  garments.  The  sho't-a  and  stockin^fs 
of  sploiiiJEhmun  were,  however,  }*een  to  meet  at  his 
knct^.  MJth  a  oair  of  brownish,  blackish  brei'ches: 
in«iv-(''»loureti  handkerchii  f,  that  has  bwn  black  in 
iti  day,  .iiurmunded  bis  throat,  and  was  an  aptdogy 
for  Im-  n.  His  hair,  half  gray  half  black,  escaped 
in  flf'l'vrks  annmd  a  huge  wiir,  made  of  tow,  as  it 
«vnt''d  to  me,  and  s/imueh  shrunk,  that  it  stood  u[.Kin 
the  ViTv  Top  of  his  head;  above  which  he  plants, 
«'hen  covered,  an  immiMide  1:01  ked  hat,  which,  like 
liw  cli;eftain*»*l)anner  in  an  ancij-ni  battle,  maybe 
*erti  :iny  p«tleruni  dav  betwixt  nine  and  tf  n,  high 
foH-rin-'  ail  "Ve  all  the  rtuetiuiii:!::  an<l  chanj!»»ful  srt-ne 
ia  ih»-  Outer  House,  where  his  eccentricities  often 
m«ke  him  the  centre  of  a  group  of  |>etulani  antj  teas- 
ine  l>?y^'  *^ho  '"XiTcist?  uihju  hiui  ev.ry  art  of  ingen- 
VMu  ixrtiire.  His  countc:^ancc,  originally  tliat  of  a 
porrly.  comely  burgess,  is  now  emaciated  with  poverty 
ind  an\i"!y,  and  rendered  wild  by  an  insane  lightnc  ss 
about  i!ie  eys;  a  withered  and  l>lighte<l  skin  and 
complexion;  features  lM.'grim«*<l  with  »n\\\\\  eharu'itl 
with  th"  Mif-iinportancr  peculiar  to  insanity  ;  and  a 
btbit  c«r  pi^riHftuaily  speaking  to  himself.  Sueh  was 
lay  iinf irtunute  client;  and  I  ni!i.<tt  aMow,  Darsie, 
ihar  my  profession  had  no-d  to  do  a  great  deal  ol 
l^iol.  It  as  14  much  to  be  f>-arcd,  it  orings  many 
Lid:%i:liiais  to  such  a  pass. 
After  WK  had  been,  with  a  good  t'eal  of  form,  pre- 


I  senti  d  to  each  other,  at  which  time  >  easily  saw  bjr 

'  iny  fath'  r's  manner  that  In-  was  iles;r(u:s  of  snprH)rt« 

invPet<  r'?  chnraeter  in  my  'yes,  as  i:inrh  rs  circum- 

frfarires  would  permit,  '*.\lan,"  lie  said,  *'t}i=s  in  the 

gvniK-nian  who  has  agn.tii  to  ace«pt  of  )ou  as  his 

I  couritif-l.  in  place  of  young  Oumtousiu-." 

"Eniirely  out  of  favour  to  my  old  acquaintance 

I  your  father,"  said  Peter,  with  a  ben'ign  and  patronising 

couni«  iianee,  "out  of  n  siM.t-t  to  \«.)ur  father,  and  my 

old   miiti  Hcy  with  Low   niudiieiskate.    Otherwise, 

,  by  the  /^et'iam  i^tajcftatcin !  J  wonld  have  iin^sented 

j  a  peiition  and  conipiaint  a;:ainst  Daniel  Diiintoustie. 

j  Advocati*^  by  nann;  and  burname— 1  would,  by   all 

the  praetiques  !— I  know  the  forms  of  process ;  and  I 

am  not  to  be  trilkd  with." 

I     My  father  here  interrupttd  my  client,  and  reminded 

him  that  there  was  a  go«)d  deal  of  business  to  do,  m 

j  he  proposed  to  give  the  young  counst  I  an  outline  ot 

the  state  of  the  conjoinetl  procefsi,  with  a  view  to  let- 

I  ling  him  into  the  merits  of  the  eaiis.\  disencumbered 

I  from  the  mants  of  fotm.    "  I  have  made  a  short  ab- 

bn.viate.  Mr.  Peebles"  taid  he;  "having  sat  up  late 

:  last   night,  and  employed  much  of  this  mornmg  in 

wading  through  these  papers,   to  save  Alan  some 

trouble,  and  I  am  now  about  to  state  the  r*  suit." 

"  I  will  state  it  myself,"  saiil  Peter,  breaking  in  wilh- 
oiit  revereiM'e  upon  his  solicitor. 

"No,  by  no  means,"  said  myfallicr;  "I  am  your 
agent  for  the  time." 

"Mine  eleventh  in  number,"  saul  Peter;  "  I  haw  a 
new  one  every  year ;  I  wish  1  could  get  a  new  coat  aa 
regularly." 

"Your  agent  for  the  time,"  resumed  my  father; 
"and  you,  who  are  acquainted  with  the  forms  know 
that  the  client  stales  the  cause  to  the  agent— the  agent 

to  th»»  counser* 

"  The  counsel  to  the  Lortl  Ordinary,"  continued 
Peter,  onci?  set  a-going,  like  the  peal  of  an  alarm  clock, 
"  the  Orditiarv  to  the  Itiner-Houye,  the  Pn-fidenl  10 
the  Bench.  It  in  just  like  the  rojie  to  the  man,  the 
man  to  the  axe,  the  a.xe  to  the  ox.  the  ox  to  the  water, 

the  water  to  the  fire" 

"Hush,  for  Heaven's  sake,  Mr.  Perbles,"  said  my 
father,  cutting  his  recitaticm  short ;  "  lime  w«  ars  on — 
we  must  get  to  business— you  iiiiist  not  interrupt  the 
court,  you  know.— Hem,  hem !    From  this  abbreviate 

it  appears" 

"  Hel'ore  you  l)egin,"  said  Peter  Peebles,  **  I'll  thank 
you  to  order  me  a  n-orsel  of  bread  and  chees**,  or  some 
cauld  ni(  at,  or  broth,  or  the  like  alimentary  provision ; 
]  was  so  anxious  to  see  your  son,  that  I  could  not  cat 
a  mouthful  of  dinner. 

Ht artily  glad,  1  believe,  to  have  so  goo<l  a  chance 
of  Slopping  his  ('lient's  mouth  ttlectually,  my  father 
ordered  somecohl  meat;  to  which  Janus  Wilkinson, 
for  the  honour  of  the  house,  was  about  to  add  the 
braiKiy  bottle,  whi<h  remainefl  on  the  sideboard,  but. 
at  a  wink  I'rom  my  father,  supplii d  its  place  with  small 
htxT.  Pilrreharg«l  the  provisions  with  the  rapacity 
of  a  fami»'hed  lion  ;  and  fo  well  did  the  diversion  en- 
gage hiin,  that  thoui^h,  while  my  father  totaled  the 
(rase,  he  lookul  i»»  him  niK-atedly,  as  if  he  meant  to 
intermnl  hif  Siateiiicnt,  y<l  he  alway.s  found  more 
nurc-ealile  emi'louneni  for  his  mouth,  and  relnmcd  to 
tile  cold  beef  with  an  avidity  which  convinci-d  me  he 
had  not  had  such  an  opp<irtuniiy  for  many  a  day  ot 
satiating  his  api>etite.  Omitting  imi>h  formal  phrase- 
oloiry.  and  nnuiy  bgal  details,  I  will  endeavour  to 
give'you,  in  exi'hange  for  your  fiddler's  tale,  ilie  hia- 
tory  of  a  Ttignnt,  or  rather,  the  history  of  his  lawsuit 
"Peter  PMbles  anil  Paul  PIainstane.»s"  said  my  fa- 
ther, 'Sntcrtd  into  partnt-rshin,  m  the  year ^,  ai 

I  n.ereers  and  linend rafters,  in  the  LiickenhiMithai  and 
I  carriitl  on  a  great  line  of  business  to  mutual  ad- 
van  ta:re.  Hut  the  hariH'd  counsel  necdeth  not  to  be 
!  told,  aoHttiia  tst  mnfcr  tlitfruiifiarum,  partnendlip  oft 
i  makes  pl.aship.    The  comj.aiiy  bting  dismdved  by 

.  mutual  con.ient  in  ;he  year ,  the  aflairs  had  to  be 

wound  up,  and  afte-r  certain  attempts  to  h*ii1c  the 
!  matttT  extntjiidicially,  it  was  at  last  brought  int'ithe 
I  r«iBrt,  and  has  branciied  out  into  !<evi  ral  distinc  pro- 
I  cesjies,  most  of  whilk  have  hi  en  cmjoiiH'd  by  th^  Or- 
I  dinary.  It  is  to  the  btate  of  these  processes  tb^ 
i  cuunacrs  attention  is  particularly  directed.    Tljcra  li 
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the  orisnnal  action  of  Peebles*  r.  Plainstanr^  con-  j 
venin^  liitn  for  payment  of  30*10/.,  lew  or  more,  88  ■ 
alleged  bulance  nue.  I>yr  Piain»lum'fl.  -  '2(ily.  Then:  I8  a  | 
counter  a  rion,  in  which  Plniiii«tnnefl  w  pursuer  nnd  ; 
Peebles  «lrffn<lL'r,  for  ijrrfv)/.,  \v»»  or  mon-,  heinjs  ba-  \ 
lance  alb-i.'jl  peram'ra^  to  be  due  by  Pi-eble*^.  3<ilj',  ' 
Mr.  PeeblcsH  Mventh  nztsnt  adviscfi  an  action  of  j 
Compt  and  Rockoninc;  at  nis  inKtancr;,  whcri-'iri  wbai  I 
balance  should  prove  (liie  on  either  wdc  nimht  he  fairly 
struck  and  nsi^ortaincd.    4t)ily,  To  meet  thehypttthet- 
ical  casT,  thai  Pt-ebleM  miu:ht  be  found  liable  in  a  ba- 
lance to  PiaiiiHianes,  Mr.  WildK»>o«e,  Mr.  Pi-ebli-a'a 
ei;;hth  agi^ni,  nH*unimend"d  a  Multinlenoinding,  to 
bnni?  all  llarll."^*  ('onc^-rncrl  into  tli*'  field.' 

My  bniri  wii.s  lik<?  to  turn  at  ihia  arcount  of  law- 
suit within  law  .Miit,  like  a  nest  of  chip-boxen,  with  all 
of  whieh  I  was  expecttd  to  make  myself  acfjuainted. 

"I  understand,"  I  ^aid,  "  that  Mr.  Peehles  clanns  a 
sum  of  money  from  Plainsianes— how  then  can  he  Imi 
hifl  debtor  ?  and  if  not  his  debtor,  how  can  he  bring  a 
Multiplepoinditi;^,  the  very  Mimmons  of  which  i*ots 
forth,  that  the  pmsuer  fiixm  owe  certain  moneys  whicti 
he  ia  de^inms  to  pay  bv  warrant  of  a  judjie  /"♦ 

"Veknow  littleortne  matier^Idoubt,  fri«'nd,''  said 
Mr.  Pccbbsj  "a  .MultiplopoindinKisihesalesl  re/«^- 
dium  juris  m  the  whole  form  oi  process.  I  have 
known  it  coni«)ined  with  a  declarator  of  marriaKe.7- 
Your  beef  w  excellent,"  he  said  to  my  father,  who  in 
vainende^ivotinil  (o  n^imie  his  hmral  di!<riiiitiitit)n ; "  hut 
somethin!?  hi;:hly  i>owden.'d— aiid  the  twopenny  is 
undeniable :  but  it  is  small  swipi'S— small  swipis— 
more  of  hop  than  malt— with  your  leave  Til  try  your 
black  liottle." 

My  father  started  to  help  him  with  his  own  hand, 
and  m  due  measure ;  but.  infinitely  to  my  amusement, 
Peter  sroi  poss<'ssion  of  the  bottle  by  the  neck,  and  my 
father's  idc^ns  of  ho!«pitahty  were  far  too  scrupulous  to 
permit  his  attempting,  by  any  direct  means,  to  rt^iMrin 
It;  so  that  Pe!er  returned  to  the  tabic  triumphant, 
with  his  |)rey  in  bis  clutch. 

*'  Better  have  a  wine-glass,  Mr.  Peebles,"  said  my 
father,  in  an  admonitory  tone,  **  you  will  find  it  pretty 
strong." 

"  ll  the  kirk  is  ower  muckic,  wo  can  sine  mass  in 
the  quire"  said  IN^ter,  helping;  himself  in  tnc  goblet 
out  of  wliich  he  had  Ix'cn  drinkins  the  small  beer. 
"  What  is  it,  usriuebaugh  ?— brandy,  as  I  am  an 
honest  man!  I  had  almost  forgotten  the  name  and 
taste  of  brandv.— Mr.  Fairford  older,  your  jsood 
health,"  (a  nioiithfulof  brandy)— "Mr.  Alan Fairtord, 
wishing  you  Wf^ll  through  your  anluous  undertaking, 
(anothiT  go-down  of  the  comfortable  liquor.)  "And 
now,  though  you  have  given  a  tolerable  brr'viate  of 
this  great  lawsuit,  of  whilk  every  body  has  henrd 
something  that  has  walked  the  boards  in  the  Outer- 
House,  (here's  to  ye  again,  by  way  of  interim  decrt^jt,) 
yet  ye  have  omitted  to  speak  a  word  of  the  arrest- 
ments." 

*'I  was  just  coming  to  that  point,  Mr.  Peebles." 
,  **  Or  of  the  action  of  suspension  of  the  charge  on 
the  bill." 

"I  was  just  coming  to  that." 

*  Or  the  advocation  of  the  ShcrifT-Comt  process." 

"  I  was  just  cfjming  to  it." 

"As  Tweed  rt>nies  to  Melrose,  I  think,"  said  the 
litigant ;  and  th(>n  filling  his  goblet  about  a  quarter 
fill!  of  brandy,  as  if  in  absence  of  mind,  '*01i,  Mr. 
Alan  Fairfonl,  ye  are  a  lucky  man  to  buckle  to  such 
a  cause  as  miiif:  at  the  very  outset !  it  is  like  a  six.'ci- 
men  of  all  causes,  man.  By  the  Rcgiam,  there  is  not 
a  remediiun  juris  in  the  practiques  but  ye' 11  find  a 
spicp  o'l  Here's  to  voui  getting  weel  through  with 
it— Pshui— I  am  drinking  naked  spirits,  I  think.  But 
if  the  heathen  b"  ower  strong,  we'll  christen  h  im  with 
the  brewer,"  (here  he  added  a  little  small  beer  to  his 
beverage,  naustNi  xktWvA  his  eyca^  winked,  and  pro- 
ceeiled,)—  Mr.  Fairford— the  action  of  assault  and 
bauery,  Mr.  Fairford,  when  I  compelled  the  villain 
Plainstancs  to  pull  my  nose  withii:  two  steps  o( 
King  Charles's  statue,  in  the  Parliament  Close— there 
I  had  him  in  a  hoSi>-net.  Never  man  could  tell  ine 
DOW  to  shape  that  iirocess— no  counsel  that  ever  selled 

*  Multjplriioindinff  it.  I  liKlHfvr,  «<iairalMit  tn  wliftt  b  called 
m.  Bpf  lana  a  com  or  DuatOe  OutrsMi 


wind  (»nild  condescend  and  say  whether  it  were  bol 
to  procfHfi  by  way  of  petition  and  complaint,  adriih 
dirtum  publinim^  with  i*onsent  of  his  Majesty's 
ailvocate,  or  by  artion  (hi  the  statute  for  batter)',  poh 
dente  lite,  whilk  would  be  the  winniiiR  my  pm  tf 
on-  ',  and  so  getting  a  back-dofir  out  of  Ct»urt.~Bf 
the  R<>giam,  that  lN>ef  and  brandy  is  unco  hel  at  mf 
h'Tirt  1  maun  try  the  ale  aizain,"  (sipfied  a  little  beefk 
"and  the  ale's  but  cuuld,  I  maun  e  en  put  in  the  ntt 
of  the  brandy." 

He  was  as  good  as  his  word,  and  prort-eded  in  10 
loud  and  animatetl  a  style  of  elocution,  lhiimpin|| 
the  table,  drinking  and  sniifTing  alternately,  that  mf 
father,  abandoning  all  attempts  to  intf>rrupt  hiui,nl 
silent  and  ashamfnl,  sutiering  and  anxums  for  ik 
conclusion  of  the  S(H.'ne. 

"And  then  to  ci>me  back  to  my  pet  process  of  all- 
my  batU'ry  and  assault  process,  when  1  had  the  good 
liK'k  to  provoke  him  to  pull  my  noseal  the  very  injct* 
hold  of  the  Court,  whilk  was  the  very  thing  I  waniil 
—Mr.  Pest,  ye  ken  him,  Daddie  Fairford  7  Old  Pm 
was  for  making  it  out  hamtnucken^  for  be  said  the 
Court  might  be  said— said— ugh !— to  be  iny  dwellifl|- 
plac<'.  I  dwell  mair  there  than  ony  gate  elser  and  tM 
essence  of  hnmesueken  is  to  strike  a  man  in  his  dwell- 
ing place— mind  that,  young  advocate— and  so  theft's 
ho|)e  Plainstancs  may  l>e  hangttL  as  many  bus  fiiri 
less  matter;  for,  mv  thirds,— will  Pest  say  to  the  Juit^ 
ciary  bodi«"s,— my  f-onls,  the  Parliament  House  is  PM- 
hies  s  place  of  dwelling,  says  he— being  cammvni 
forum,  and  commune  forum  eat  commune  (ioin* 
riVmm- Lass,  fetch  another  glass  of  whit^kv,  sad 
score  it— time  to  gac  hame— by  the  practiques,  I  can- 
not finil  the  jug— yet  there's  twa  of  them,  1  think.  Qf 
the  Regiani,  Fairford— Daddie  Fairford— lend  its  t«u 
pennies  tf»  buy  sneeshing,  mine  is  done — Macer,  call 
another  cause. 

The  box  fell  fn>m  his  hands,  and  his  body  would  ft 
the  same  time  have  fallen  from  the  chair,  had  1  not 
supported  him. 

"This  is  intolerable^"  said  my  father— "Call  a 
chairman,  James  Wilkinson,  to  carry  this  degraded, 
worthless,  drunken  beast  home." 

When  Peter  Peebbr.s  was  removed  fnjm  this  me- 
morable consultation,  under  the  care  of  an  able-bodiad 
Olt,  my  father  hastily  buiidlixl  up  the  pa;:>eTs.  at  a 
showman,  whosi^  exhibition  has  miscarried,  hast^to 
remove  his  booth.  "  Here  are  my  memoranda,  Alan," 
he  said,  in  a  hurried  way;  'Mook  them  carufully  over 
—compare  them  with  the  processes,  and  turn  it  in 
your  head  before  Tuesilay.  Many  a  good  speech  hai 
tk>en  made  for  a  beast  of  a  client ;  and  hark  ye,  lad, 
hark  ye— I  nev;'r  intended  to  cheat  you  of  your  fee 
when  all  was  done,  though  I  woulo  have  likcd  lo 
have  heard  the  sp  .ih.;Ii  first :  but  there  is  nothing  liks 
corning  the  horse  before  the  journey.  Hen*  are  fife 
goud  guineas  in  a  silk  pursi— of  ycmr  poor  niothei'i 
netting,  Alan— she  would  have  been  a  blithe  womn 
to  have  seen  her  young  son  with  a  gown  on  his  barit 
—hut  no  more  of  that— be  a  good  boy,  and  to  tlw 
work  like  a  tiger." 

I  did  S(.'t  to  work,  Darsie :  for  who  could  resist  nieh 
motives?  With  my  father^s  a.«sistance,  I  have  tnai- 
tered  the  details,  confused  as  they  are:  and  onl'iui- 
day,  J  shall  plead  ns  well  for  Peter  Peebles,  as  I  could 
for  a  duke.  Indeed,  I  foci  my  bead  so  clesr  on  the 
subject,  as  to  be  able  to  write  this  lortg  letter  to  yout 
into  whieh,  ho^'ever,  Peter  and  his  lawsuit  navs 
insinuated  tnemselvesso  far.astoshowyou  how  much 
they  at  pn»ent  occupy  my  thoughts.  Once  more,  be 
careful  of  yoursolf,  and  luindfuTof  me,  who  am  ever 
thine»  whilo  Alax  Fauutobd. 

From  circumstances,  to  be  hereafter  Rientioned,  it 
was  long  ere  this  letter  reached  the  person  to  whom 
it  was  addreaacd^ 


CHAPTEjR  I, 

NAHRATIVI. 

The  advantage  of  laying  before  the  reader,  m  the 
words  of  the  actors  themselves,  the  adventurt^  which 
we  mubt  otherwise  have  narrated  in  our  own,  hat 
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It  poimUrily  to  the  niibliration  of  rpistolRry 
dencc,  aspractiwHl  b>  various  gn-nt  outiiom, 
rielvcii  in  the  pr^^-din^  chapfers.  Never- 
genuine  corrcj>pondenc(*  of  tins  kind  (and 
ori>id  it  ahonld  be  in  any  n'9{>ect  Buphi8ti- 
oterpolationfl of  our  own!)  can  Helrfom  Iw 
contain  all  in  whidi  it  is  neceBsar}'  to  in- 
i  nadtr  for  his  full  coniprtiheniiion  of  the 

0  it  must  often  happen  that  various  proiixi- 
edundancirs  occur  in  the  course  of  an  inter- 
'  letters,  which  must  hang  ns  a  dead  weifdit 
rofcrm  of  the  narrative.  To  avoid  this  di- 
ime  biofrraphcrs  have  used  the  letters  of  the 
•s  conctTncd^  or  liberal  extracts  from  them, 
«  oanicular  incidents,  or  express  the  senti- 
licn  they  entertained;  while  they  connect 
uionally  with  such  (mrtions  of  narrative,  as 
e  to  carr)'  on  the  thread  of  the  story. 

IS  that  the  adventuro<is  travellers,  who  ex- 
■  summit  of  Mont  Blanc,  now  move  on 
be  cniniblin^  snow-drift  so  slowly,  tliat  their 
la  almost  imperceptible^  and  anon  abridge 
fiey  by  (^>rinf^ni;  over  the  intervoningchasms 
OSS  tneir  path,  with  the  assistance  of  their 
lavea.  Or,  to  make  a  briefer  simile,  the 
story-telling  which  we  have  for  the  present 
resembles  the  original  discipline  of  tlie  dra- 
ho  were  trained  to  serve  either  on  foot  or 
C  as  the  emergenci(«of  the  service  required. 
B  explanation,  we  shall  proceed  to  narrate 
nimslances  which  Alan  Fairford  did  not, 

1  not,  write  to  his  correspondent. 

ider,  we  trust,  has  fonned  somewhat  ap- 
{ to  a  distinct  idea  of  the  principal  characters 
3  appeared  before  him  during  our  narrative ; 
ase  our  good  opinion  of  his  sagacity  has 
tgerated,  and  in  order  to  satisfjr  such  as  are 
to  the  laudable  practice  of  ainpvinf,  (with 
e  have  at  times  a  strong  fellow-feeling,)  the 
:  pariiciilnrs  may  not  be  superfluous, 
lunders  Fuirford,  as  he  was  usually  called, 
in  of  business  of  the  old  school,  moderate 
irses,  economical  and  even  nigsardly  in  his 
ire,  strictly  honest  in  conducting  his  own  cf- 
1  th<jse  of  his  clienta,  but  taiigiii  by  long  ex- 
to  be  wary  and  suspicious  in  observing  the 
of  others.  Punctual  as  the  clock  of  Snint 
\ed  nine,  the  neat  dapper  form  of  the  little 

fentleman  was  seen  at  the  threshold  of  the 
or  at  farthest,  at  tne  head  of  the  Rack  SlairiL 
essed  in  a  complete  suit  of  snufT-coIoured 
rith  stockings  of  silk  or  woollen,  as  suited  the 
:  a  bobwig,  and  a  small  cocked  hat ;  shoes 
18  Warrrn  would  have  blacked  (hem ;  silver 
kics,  and  a  gold  stock-huckle.  A  nosegay  in 
and  a  sprig  of  holly  in  winter,  amipleted  his 
wn  dress  and  aj)pi>arance.  His  manners  cnr- 
d  with  his  attire,  for  they  were  scrupulously 
not  a  little  formal.  He  was  an  elder  of  the 
i,  of  course,  zealous  for  King  George  and  the 
ent  even  to  slaving,  as  he  had  showed  by 
p  arms  in  their  cause.  But  then,  as  he  had 
nd  connexions  of  business  among  families  of 

rolitical  tenets,  he  was  particularlv  cautious 
the  conventional  phrases  which  tne  civility 
nv  had  devised,  as  an  admisHhle  mode  of  lan- 
twixt  the  two  )>arties.  Thus  he  spoke  soine- 
the  Chcvalirr,  but  never  either  off  he  Prince, 
rould  have  b<i>n  sacrificing  his  own  princi- 
f»f  the  Pretender,  which  would  have  been  of- 
o  those  of  others.  Again,  he  usually  desig- 
e  FU'Mlion  as  the  ajffair  of  17iri,  and  spoke 
ne  engaged  in  it  as  a  person  who  had  been 
certain  period.*  So  that,  on  the  whole,  Mr. 
was  a  man  much  hked  and  respected  on  all 
ough  his  friends  would  not  have  been  sorry 

ianio<«iU)  BcoTTiiH  CnnuTV.— Aich  were  literallr  th« 
polit''n'ni«  nbanniHl  in  fcnpral  imcinXy  during  the  no- 
Ih.  whvrti  It  «afl  bjr  no  means  uoumuI  in  a  cnmpany 
by  chnnre,  to  And  individualu  wlio  had  borne  arm* 
e  or  other  in  tlie  civil  broib  of  I74S.  Noihinc.  me.- 
mjr  rccollrrtion.  c<Nild  be  mor«  grntle  and  d«>ciirou« 
vtfpcci  ilieie  old  enrniWM  paid  to  each  oUim-'h  |«eju- 
,1  in  ihM  I  apeak  feuerail/.    I  liare  witncMcd  one  or 


if  he  had  given  a  dinner  more  frecniently,  as  hia  little 
cellar  contained  some  choice  old  wine,  of  which,  uft 
such  rare  occasions,  he  was  no  niggard. 

The  whole  pleasure  of  this  good  old-fashioned  man 
of  method,  besides  that  which  he  really  felt  in  tho 
discharge  of  his  dailv  business,  was  the  hope  to  aoa 
his  son  Alan,  the  only  fruit  of  a  union  which  death 
early  dissolved,  attain  what  in  the  father's  eyea  was 
the  proudest  of  nil  distinctiona— the  rank  and  fameof 
a  well-employed  lawyer. 

Every  profession  has  its  peculiar  honours,  and  Mr. 
Fairford  s  mind  was  constructed  upon  so  limited  and 
exclusive  a  plan,  that  he  valued  nothing,  save  the  ob- 
jects  of  ambition  which  his  own  presented.  He 
would  have  shudden>d  at  Alan's  acquiring  the  renown 
of  a  hero,  and  laughed  with  acorn  at  the  equally  bar- 
Tvn  laurels  of  literature;  it  was  by  the  path  of  the 
law  alone  that  he  wus  desjrpus  to  see  him  rise  to 
eminence,  and  the  probabilities  of  success  or  disap- 
pointment were  the  thoughts  of  hia  father  by  day,  and 
his  dream  by  night. 

The  disposition  of  Alan  Fairford,  as  well  as  hia 
talents,  were  such  as  to  encourai^  his  father's  ex- 
pectations. He  had  acuteness  of  /ntellerr.  joined  to 
habits  of  long  and  patient  studv,  improved  no  doubt 
by  the  discipline  of  his  father's  house ;  to  which,  oa- 
nerally  speaking,  he  conformed  with  the  utmost  do- 
cility, expressing  no  wish  for  greater  or  more  frequent 
relaxation  than  consisted  with  his  father'a  anxkiun 
and  severe  restrictions.  When  he  did  indulge  in  any 
juvenile  frolics,  his  father  had  the  candour  to  lay  thin 
whole  blame  upon  his  more  mercurial  companioOi 
Darsie  Latimer. 

This  vouth,  as  the  reader  must  be  aware,  had  been 
received  as  an  inmate  into  the  family  of  Mr.  Fair- 
ford, senior,  at  a  time  when  some  of  the  delicacy  ol 
constitution  which  had  abrkiged  the  life  of  his  con- 
sort, began  to  show  iuielf  in  the  son,  and  when  tba 
father  was,  of  course,  peculiarly  disposed  to  indulfva 
his  slightest  wish.,  'That  the  young  Englishman  was 
able  to  pay  a  considerable  board,  was  a  matter  of  no 
im|x>rtancetoMr.  Fairford;  it  was  enough  that  hia 
presence  seemed  to  make  his  son  cheerful  and  nappy. 
He  was  compelled  to  allow  that  "Darsie  was  a  fine 
Ind,  though  unsettled,"  and  he  would  have  had  some 
diflficnltv  in  getting  rid  of  him,  and  the  apprehensk>na 
which  his  levities  excited,  had  it  not  been  for  the 
voluntary  excursion  which  gave  rise  to  the  precediDg 
correspondence,  and  in  which  Mr.  Fairford  secretly 
rejoiced,  as  affording  the  means  of  separating  Alan 
from  his  gay  companion,  at  least  until  lie  shoura  haTe 
assumed,  and  become  accustomed  to,  the  dutiea  of 
his  dry  and  laborkius  profession. 

But  the  absence  of  Darsio  was  far  from  promotinc 
the  end  which  the  elder  Mr.  Fairford  had  expected 
and  desired.  The  young  men  were  united  Sy  the 
closest  bonds  of  intimacy:  and  the  more  so,  that 
neither  of  them  sought  nordeain.'d  to  admit  any  others 
into  their  society.  Alan  Fairford  was  averse  to  gene- 
ral company,  from  a  disposition  naturally  reserved, 
and  Darsie  I^timer  from  a  painful  sense  of  hia  own 
unknown  origin,  peculiarly  afflicting  in  a  country 
where  high  and  k>w  are  professed  geneak>gists.  The 
younff  men  were  all  in  all  to  each  other ;  it  is  no  won- 
der, tnerefore,  that  their  separation  was  painful,  and 
that  its  eflccts  upon  Alan  Fairford,  joined  to  the 
anxiety  occaBioned  by  the  tenor  of  his  friend's  let- 
ters, greatly  exceeded  what  the  senior  had  anticipated. 
Tlie 3'oung  man  went  through  his  usual  duties,  his 
studies,  and  the  exatiiinations  to  which  he  was  aub- 
jf^titd,  but  with  nothing  like  the  zeal  and  asakinity 
which  he  had  formerly  displayed :  and  his  anxknis  and 
observant  father  saw  but  too  plainly  that  hia  heart 
was  with  his  absent  comrade. 

A  philosopher  would  have  given  way  to  this  tida  ol 
fiH:lin>c,  in  nopea  to  have  diminished  its  excess,  and 
permitted  the  youths  to  have  been  some  time  toge- 
ther, that  their  intimacy  might  have  been  broken  oil 
by  degiees ;  but  Mr.  Fairford  only  aaw  the  more  direct 
mode  of  continued  restraint,  which,  however,  he  was 
desirous  of  veiling  under  some  plausible  pretext  In 
the  anxiety  which  he  felt  on  tliis  occasion,  he  had 
held  communication  with  an  old  aoquaintao'v.,  Peter 
nrudjgeit,  with  whom  the  reader  ia  part^  ■*^"r'nifd 
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**  Alavi,"  he  KaiiJ,  "  was  nncc  mirf,  nnd  nve  w,iur :  | 
ami  he  was  *«xpt'i"tiiijr  rvrry  inoineiit  wh«!n  lir  wonl.l 
start  otf  in  n  wildurrKisf-rhasiC'  nftiT  the  cnllarit  Lnti-  | 
mer;  Will  Saniii*»ri.  the  hor.so-hirer  in  r*>iii(]l«itiiik'  r  . 
Row,  hnd  ^iveii  him  a  hint  that  Alan  had  h-en  look-  j 
in^  for  a  ^fiod  haok.  to  po  to  ih.^  country  f«>r  n  f«'w 
(lays.    And  thon  Jo  or»pOf*o  him  downright— hu  roiild  I 
not  bill  think  on  th'  way  hiH  poor  niotiu-r  wan  re- 1 
moved- -Would  to  Ilravt'n  he  wan  yokod  to  hoitip 
titfhl  iiifcr  of  hnsint'*s.  no  lURftcr  whnth»«r  well  or  ill ' 
paid,  nut  .s.»inr  job  tlirit  would  hatn»harkle  him  at  least ! 
until  tho( -oiirta  roa*>,  if  it  wi*re  but  lordecenry'}»s:ikt\" 

Peter  Drurl^'it  Bvmpathizetl,  for IVt«»r  had  u  «t»n, ' 
who,  riMiEh^n  or  non(\  would  nmln  exchnn^ie  the  torn  : 
nml  inky  fustian  hIw.'vis  for  the  blue  jacket  and  white  i 
lapclle;  and  h«»  8ucj;cst«i,  as  the  reader  knows,  the  [ 
cnirauinj?  our  friend  Alan  m  the  matter  of  Potir  Pi-.u  r 
Peebles,  jusit  opcMit-d  by  the  desertion  of  youni;  Durn-  | 
touBtie,  who<<<^  defection  would  be  at  the  Fame  time 
ooncenlf>d ;  and  thiis  Druds^eit  said,  *'  would  be  felling 
two  dogs  with  one  stone.""  , 

With  theec  explanations,  the  reader  will  hold  a  man 
of  the  elder  FairlordV  ^-nse  and  expiTicnre  free  frotn  I 
the  hnzardtms  and  impatient  ruriosity  with  which  i 
boys  fling  a  puppy  into  a  «lenp  pond,  nierdy  to  «•*»  if  | 
the  creature  ran  8wim.    However  confident  in  hit* : 
Bon'a   talents,   which  were  really  considerable,   he 
would  have  b«*n  very  sorry  to  have  involved  him  in  : 
the  duty  of  pleading;  u  complicated  and  dilBcult  case,  I 
upon  his  very  first  appearance  at  the  bar,  had  he  not 
resorted  to  tt  as  an  eflfectual  wav  to  prevent  the 
young  man  from  taking  a  step,  which  his  habits  of 
thinking  rcpris^tnicd  as  u  most  Idtal  one  at  his  outset 
of  life. 

Betwixt  two  CNil?,  Mr.  Fairford  chose  that  which 
was  in  his  own  apprehension  the  least ;  and,  hke  a 
bravo  oflieer  sending  forth  his  son  to  battle,  rather 
chose  he  should  die  upon  the  breach,  than  desert  the 
conflict  with  dishonour.  Neither  did  he  leave  him  to 
his  own  unassisted  energies.  Like  Alpheus  prftceding 
Hercules,  he  himself  encountered  the  Augean  mass 
of  Peter  Peebles's  law-matters.  It  was  to  the  old 
man  a  lalKiur  of  love  to  place,  in  a  clear  and  undis- 
tortod  view  the  real  merits  of  this  case,  which  the 
carelessness  and  blunders  of  Peter's  forni<;r  solicitors 
had  converted  into  a  huge  chaotic  mass  of  unintelli- 
gible technicality;  and  such  was  his  skill  and  indus- 
try, that  he  was  able,  after  the  stivere  toil  of  two  or 
three  days,  to  pr>.'iM.>nt  to  the  consideration  of  the 
young  counsi'l  the  principal  facts  of  the  case,  in  a 
light  equally  simple  and  comprehensible.  VVith  the 
assistance  of  a  Holiritor  so  aflectionate  and  indefati- 
gable, Alan  Fairford  was  enablitl,  when  the  day  of 
trial  arrivt^i,  to  walk  towards  the  Court,  attended  by 
his  anxious  yet  encouraging  parent,  with  some  degree 
of  confidence  that  ho  would  lose  no  reputation  upon 
this  arduous  occasion. 

They  were  met  at  the  doiir  of  the  Court  bv  Poor 
Peter  Peebles,  in  his  usual  plentitude  of  wig  and  relsi- 
tude  of  hat.  He  s«r/.i^i  on  the  young  pleader  like  a 
lion  on  his  prey.  "How  is  a'  wi'  you,  Mr.  Alan- 
how  is  a'  wi'  you,  man  ?— The  awfu  day  is  come  at 
last— a  day  that  will  be  lang  minded  in  this  house. 
Poor  Peter  Peebles  a^^ainst  Plainstanes— O43njoineil 
processes  —Hearing  in  presence— stands  for  the  Short 
Roll  for  this  day— I  have  not  been  able  to  sleep  for  a 
week  for  thinking  of  it,  and,  I  dare  to  say,  neither  has 
the  Lonl  President  himsell^for  such  a  causi' ! !  Rut 
your  father  garr'd  me  lak  a  wee  drap  ower  muckle 
of  his  pint  bottle  the  oihernight :  it's  no  right  to  mix 
brandy  wi'  business,  Mr.  Fairford.  1  would  have 
been  the  waur  o'  liquor  if  I  would  have  drank  as 
muckle  as  yon  twa  would  have  had  me.  Dut  there's 
a  time  for  a'  things,  and  if  ve  will  dine  with  me  after 
the  case  is  heard,  or,  whilk  is  the  same,  or  maybe 
better,  Pll  gang  my  ways  hamc  wi*  you  and  I  winna 
object  to  a  checrifu'  glass,  witliin  the  bounds  of  moder- 
ation." 

Old  FairforrI  shrug(ied  his  shoulders  and  hurried 
past  the  client,  saw  his  son  wrapt  in  the  sable  bom- 
bazine, which,  in  his  eyes,  was  more  venerable  than 
an  arcnbiahop's  lawn,  and  could  not  help  fondly  pat- 
ting his  shoulder,  and  whispering  to  him  to  take 
isoungfi,  aad  show  he  was  worthy  to  wear  it. ,  The 


party  ciitere'!  theOuf'»r  Hall  of  the  Conrt,  onr«tlM 
pl'K''?of  m<i-tin:;of  the  ancient  Seottish  Portianunt* 
and  which  corrcs-wtj.Is  tf)  the  use  of  Wtstirtinilff 
ll;ill  in  r.n^^liind,  SLniTH'  as  a  veMibuIr*  to  tjielnoei^ 
lioMM'.',  as  It  is  ttrtiui,  and  a  jihicf  of  donirnioa  to 
certain  sitl-  ntary  pt-rsonagi  s  callwl  I«f>Tds  Ordinary. 
The  earlier  part  »)f  ilie  mornin?  was  sjxnt  b>-aij 
Fairford  in  reiterating  his  instructions  to  Alan,  and 
in  runniii;!  fnim  (MIp  iv-rwm  to  another,  from  whom 
h'  tlio!iu;h;  h^  could  still  gl»an  some  grains  of  infor- 
mation, citlii-r  roncirning  rhe  f>oint  at  issm-,  orcoUi- 
lenl  casi's.  Mean  time  Ptxjr  P«tnr  Peebles,  whose 
shallow  hrnin  wn:*  altn^etlicr  unable  to  bear  the  im- 
portance of  the  moment,  keitt  as  close  to  his  yotiag 
coun^«1■l  as  shadow  to  sul>!<<caiice,  allucti.-d  now  to 
speak  loud,  now  to  whisiur  in  his  ear,  nowtod?ck 
his  iiliasfly  rounienance  wiih  wreaiherj  smili  s,  now 
to  cloud  it  with  a  shade  (if  iUip  and  solemn  unpoit- 
»nci\  and  anon  to  contort  it  with  the  sneer  of  scon 
anfl  deri.sion.  I'liesn  uumxIh  of  the  client^s  mind  wtn 
nci'oinpanied  with  singular  " mopings  and  mowina" 
fantastic  gc<itun:.«,  whi<'h  the  man  of  rags  and  nO- 
galion  diemul  appropriate  to  hischangf*9  of  l*ouol^ 
nance.  Now  he  brandished  his  arm  ohifi,  now  thrvt 
his  fist  strai^'lit  (Mit,  as  if  to  knock  his  opponent  dowfl. 


Now  he  liiiii  his  open  palm  on  his  bc«*om,  and  i 
flinging  it  abroad,  he  i    "" 
the  air. 


flinging  it  abroad,  he  gfillantjy  snapped  his  fingers  in 


These  <]emonstrations,  and  the  obvious  shame  ui 
embarrassment  of  Alan  Fairford,  did  not  (scope  tin 
obsej-vation  of  the  juvenile  idlers  in  the  hall.  Tbtf 
rltd  nor,  indeed,  approach  Peter  with  their  'isual  fami- 
liarity, from  Sfiniir  fu-ling  of  defen'iice  Mwanls  Fli^ 
ford,  thoush  many  accu^-il  him  of  conceit  in  prewim- 
ing  tt»  un<lerfake  at  this  early  stage  of  his  practice  i 
case  of  considerable  difficulty.  But  Alan,  notwiib- 
Rtanding  this  forbearance,  was  not  the  less  seoflibli 
that  he  and  his  companion  were  the  subjects  of  mam 
a  passing  jest,  and  many  a  shout  of  laughter,  win 
which  that  n>£!ion  at  all  tmie!;'  nbounds. 

At  length  thi>  young  counsel's  patience  gave  wiy. 
and  as  it  threaretuHi  to  carry  bis  presence  of  tniiM 
and  rocfdlection  along  with  it,  Alan  frankly  told  hli 
father,  that  unless  he  was  relieved  from  the  inflirlioQ 
of  his  client's  personal  presence  and  instructioni,  he 
must  necessarily  throw  up  his  brief,  and  decline  plead- 
iTiK  the  case. 

"  Hush,  hush,  my  dear  Allan,"  said  the  old  gentle- 
man, almost  at  his  own  wit's  end  upon  hearing  ihii 
dilemma;  "dinna  mind  the  silly  neer-do-wecl ;  we 
cannot  kivn  the  man  from  heanng  his  own  caun, 
though  he  be  not  quite  right  in  the  head." 

"On  my  life,  sir,^'  answen-d  Alan,  "I  shall  be  un- 
able to  go  on,  he  drives  every  thing  out  of  my  remem- 
brance; and  if  I  atteni[>t  to  sneak  Eorioiisly  of  tke 
injuries  he  has  sustainerj,  and  the  condition  1m  is 
reduced  to,  how  can  I  expect  but  that  the  very  ap- 
pearance of  such  an  absurd  scarecrow  will  turn  it  ill 
into  ridicule  T' 

"There  is  something  in  that,"  said  Sanmlers  Fair- 
ford, glancing  a  look  at  Pc  )r  Peter,  and  then  cau- 
tiously ins<>rting  his  foR>rmger  under  his  bob-wi^  in 
order  to  rub  his  temple  and  aid  his  invention;  "lieui 
no  figure  for  the  fore-bar  to  i^ec  without  laughing; 
but  how  to  get  rid  of  him  ?  To  siwak  sense,  or  any 
thing  like  it,  is  the  last  thing  he  will  listen  to.— Star, 
ay— Alan,  my  darling,  hae  patience;  Ml  get  himoiS 
on  the  instant,  like  a  gowfl  ba'.'' 

So  saying,  he  hastened  to  liis  ally,  Peter  Drudgdt, 
who,  on  seeing  him  with  marks  of  haste  in  his  gnit, 
and  care  upon  his  countenance,  clapptnl  his  pen  be- 
hind his  ear,  with  "What's  the  stir  now,  Mr.  Saun- 
ders ?— Is  there  aught  wrang  ?" 

"Here's  a  dollar,  man,"  said  Mr.  Saunders;  "now, 
or  never,  Peter,  do  me  a  good  turn.  Vonder'a  vooi 
namesake,  Peter  Peebles,  will  drive  the  swine  thio' 
our  Iwnny  hanks  of  yarn  ;♦  "ret  him  over  to  John'i 
C^offee-house,  man— gio  him  nis  meridian^eep  hiu 
there,  dnink  or  8ob«:r,  till  the  hearing  is  ower.'' 

*  Thn  •imilR  ii  obvinuR.  flpom  the  olil  manufacturo  of  Seefr 
Inml,  when  Ihn  pudewifo'i  tlirin,  ••  the  jrani  wmnptit  ia  fin 
winter  wan  called,  whi-n  laid  down  to  bleacli  hy  the  hurn-iidt 
waa  peeahariy  expoacd  Id  thr;  iuntadit  of  the  pica,  acldvin  wM 
refvUiiMl  about  a  Scuttiah  farm-hoiuw. 


C^.r.L1 


RKDGAUNTLET. 


"Enwigh  wid,"  (jnoth  Pctrr  DruHjrrit,  no  wny  (lis- 1  practitioner  os  hipfntlicr,  ond  all,  oralmoM  all.  afTord 
tkucd  w!ih  hifl  own  share  in  the  service  raiuirwi,—    iiiR,  froinri\ility,  thi' same  fair  piav  to  thf  first  nIradinR 
"WeV  fki  your  bidding,'."  of  a  ^ouri«»e/l,  which  llu*  Hoiis<-  of  Commons  yidda  to 

"Aci'yniMiRly,  the  srnho  waft  r-espntiy  Bpcn  win?-    ihp  innidun  spw  ch  of  one  of  its  nu  nibcrs". 
pario?  in  ih«  t-ar  of  Pett-r  PiJOi'.^y,  whost-  responses  |     LonI  Blndrttrpkarewuaan  ♦'xctption  to  ilii?  ponrral 
ome^trih  in  the  following;  broken  fonn  :—  cxprcssinn  of  bfiievolfiico.    He  scowU.tl  lipon  Alan 

"Leave  the  Court  for  ae  minu»e  on  this  great  dav  j  from  binvaili  his  Inr^"?,  phapfiy,  ^ray  ty»;-brows,  jufit 

flf  jodmnrni  ?— not  I,  by  the  Res Kh!    wiiat'?    asif  the  youn;r  la  wy«r  had  hi  en  uRirpinjr  his  nephew's 

biady,  did  ye  wiy— French  Bnmdy?— conJdna  ye    honours,  instead  of  cote  ring  his  di!»grar<-:  »nd,  from 


Goefa  a  Moup  to  the  bar  under  your  coat,  man  ?— Jni 
IMMbt''  ?  .\a,  if  it's  clean  impossibif,  and  if  we  have 
n  hour  m>ac\  till  thoy  get  thmu^ih  the  sinulo  bills  and 
kt  ■uiiimnr-rolK  1  carena  if  I  cross  the  close  wi'  you ; 
ini  Mire  1  noed  aomcthinf;  to  keep  my  heart  up  this 
ivful  day ;  but  IMl  no  stay  above  an  instant— not 
hove  a  niinuteofcnne — nor  drink  ahcMm  a  single  gill." 
In  ■  t(w  minutes  afterwardf^  the  two  Peters  were 
Ben  nio\ii!g  through  the  Parliament  Close,  (which 
ewfan^leii  affc-ctalion  has  termt<l  a  Square,)  the  tri- 
ngfhoni  Drudgut  leading  captive  the  passive  Pee- 
In,  wfMJse  legs  conducted  him  towanls  the  dram- 
lop,  while  his  reverted  eyes  were  fixed  U|K)n  the 


f'^elings  which  did  his  lordship  little  lu;it(.ur,  he  pri- 
vately hoprd  the  vonni?  man  would  not  st.ccetd  in  the 
can*'  which  his  kinsman  had  nhnndoiu-d. 

Even  Lord  HIadderskale.  however,  w;js,  in  spile  of 
himself,  pleased  with  tlie  judicious  and  niodfsl  toiic 
in  which  Alan  began  his  address  to  the  Court,  apolo- 
giring  for  his  own  presimipiion,  and  exeusinir  it  by  the 
sud<len  illness  of  his  learned  brother,  furwhoin  tlw 
labour  of  opening  a  cause  of  some  ditfienlty  nnd  im 
|)ortanc.e  had  bewi  much  more  worthily  de^'igm-d.  He 
spoke  of  himself  ns  he  really  was,  and  of  yoing  Dum- 
toustic  as  what  he  ought  to  have  been,  taking  care 
not  to  dwell  on  either  topic  a  moment  longer  than 


ouri.    They  dived  into  the  Cimmerian  abysses  of  I  was  necessary.    The  old  Judge's  looks  became  be- 
ihn's  Coffee-house,*  formerly  the  favourite  rendez-  '  nign;  his  family  pride  was  propitiate<l,  and,  pleased 

1U9  of  the  classical  and  genial  Doctor  Pitcairn,  and  ""*^   "'  * '    '    '*'      '    '     

ere  for  the  present  seen  no  more. 


Kdicved  from  his  tormentor,  Alan  Fairford  had 
tie  to  rally  his  recollwrtions,  which,  in  the  irritation 
his  n>irits,  had  nearly  eseapc>d  him.  and  to  firej^nre 
ms^elf  for  a  task,  the  successful  discharge  or  failure 
which  niusf,  he  was  aware,  have  the  deepest  jntlu- 
loe  upon  his  jfortunes.  He  had  pruU\  was  not  wiih- 
it  a  consciousness  of  talent,  and  the  sense  of  his 
ther's  fiu'linea  upon  the  subicct  impelled  him  to  the 
most  t^xcrtion.  Above  all,  lie  had  that  sort  of  self- 
mmaiid  which  inessential  to  success  in  every  ar- 
lous  i.ndi-naking;  and  he  was  constitutionally  free 
Hn  thnt  feverisli  irritability,  by  which  those  whosi' 
Fer-BcMve  imaginations  exaggerate  difficulties,  ren- 
>r  th'iMM.4ves  incapable  of  encountering  such  when 
*y  arrive. 
Havin:;  collected  all  the  scattered  and  broken  asso- 

aiitin-  which  were  necessary,  Alan's  thouahts  re-    

jftwi  to  Duinfries-shirc,  and  the  precarious  situation  I  adversnr>'  hstd  invcF-twl  the  process,  the  cauf<  of  Poor 
,  which  he  feared  hisl)ek}vcd  friend  had  placiKi  him-  \  Peter  Ptvhles,  standing  ui»on  its  simj-le  meril.i,  was 
j|f;  and  once  and  again  he  consultt-d  his  watch,  i  no  bad  subject  for  the  deelainatiqn  of  a  young  counsel, 


" »  "  ,  .  .     .  ... 

equally  with  the  modesty  and  civility  of  the  young 
man  whom  he  had  thought  forward  and  oflicious,  hie 
relaxed  the  scorn  of  his  filatures  into  an  expression  of 
Iirofound  attention  ;  the  highest  compliment,  and  the 
greatest  encouragement,  wnich  a  judgt^  can  nndcr  tu 
the  counst^l  addressing  him. 

Having  succeeded  in  securing  the  favourable  atten- 
tion of  the  court,  the  young  lawyer,  usiny  the  lights 
which  his  father's  experience  and  knowledge  of  biisi- 
nesa  had  aflbrrJed  him,  proceeded  with  an  address  and 
clearness,  unexiwcf*  d  from  one  of  his  years,  to  remove 
from  the  case  itself  those  complicaterl  formalities  with 
which  it  had  been  loudwl,  as  a  8urge«)n  strips  from  a 
wound  the  dressings  which  have  been  hastily  wrapped 
round  it,  in  order  to  proceexl  to  his  cure  fumnJufn 
arttm.  Developed  of  the  cumbrous  and  complicated 
technicalities  of  litigation,  with  which  the  i-erverse 
obstinacy  of  theclitnt,  the  inconsiderate  haste  or  ig- 
norance of  his  agents,  and  the  evasions  (if  a  stbtTe 


iscr  Ui  have  his  present  task  conimcncixj  and  ended, 
iBi  he  might  hasten  to  Darsie's  assistance.  The 
our  and  moment  at  length  arrived.  The  Macer 
KHitC4i,  with  all  his  well-remembered  brazen  strength 
f  Inngs  "  P«»or  Peter  Peebles  rerfiis  Plainstanes, 
tr  Dunitoustie  et  Tough  :— MaisU*r  Da-a-niel  Dum- 
ustic!"  Dumtoustie  answered  not  the  summons, 
iiich,  d'tp  and  swelling  as  it  was,  could  not  reach 
:ro9a  thi-  Qii«-enxfirry ;  but  our  Maister  Alan  Fairford 
xiean-fi  in  lus  place. 

Hie  C'ourt  was  very  much  cmwded;  for  much 
nuseii!*  nt  ha<l  birn  received  on  former  occasions 
hen  Pet.r  had  volunfwn'd  his  own  oratorj*,  and  had 


nor  did  our  friend  Alan  fail  to  avail  himself  of  its  strong 
points. 

Ho  exhibited  his  client  as  a  simp1c-heart<-d,  honest, 
well-nitaning  nian,  who,  during  a  copartnership  of 
twelve  years,  had  gradually  become  impoverisned, 
while  his  partmr,  (his  former  clerk,)  |iaving  no  funds 
but  his  share  of  the  same  business,  into  which  he  had 
been  admitted  without  any  advance  of  stock,  had  be- 
come gradually  more  and  mon-  wealthy. 

"Their  association,"  said  Alan,  and  the  little  flight 
was  reixivid  with  some  applaus<%  "resembled  the  an- 
cient story  of  the  fruit  which  was  carved  with  a  knife 
poisoned  on  one  side  of  the  blade  only,  so  that  the  in- 


^■n  eonipltitdy  successful  in  routini!  the  gravilv  of  j  dividual  to  whom  the  envenomed  portion  was  served, 

1- .1    -.1 1 : :1 .;_.i_...^  :  drew  decay  and  death  froni  what  affonlnl  savour  and 

I  sustenance  to  the  consumer  of  the  othir  moiety." 
I  He  then  plungnl  b<jldly  into  the  mare.  innRtnim  of 


le  whoi«:  procHlure,  and  putting  to  silinee,  not  indeed  ;  drew  decay  and  death  from  what  affbnietl  savour  and 

le  roiins.-!  of  the  opT»ositc  party,  but  his  own. 

~ vsiir-i__ ^.,.  _,.,..,  ,—  ,. — 

accoinpfs  between  thepsirties:  he  pur^uefl  each  false 
statement  from  the  wiist<«-book  to  thed»y-lK>ok,  from 
the  dav-l>ook  to  the  bill-book,  from  the  hill-hook  to 
the  h^lger;  pla^^d  the  artful  interi)olati<ms  and  in- 
sertions of  the  fidiaeious  Plainstanes  in  array  against 
each  other,  and  against  tht;  fact;  and,  availing  him 
self  to  the  utmost  of  his  father's  previous  laboIlr^  and 
his  own  km)wledge  of  accomptSj  in  which  he  had 
been  setlulously  traini-d,  he  laid  iH'fnre  the  Conn  a 
clear  and  intefligiblc  statement  of  the  affairs  of  the 
copartnery,  showing  with  precision,  that  a  large  ba- 
lance must,  at  the  dissolution,  have  h«rn  due  to  his 
client,  sufficient  to  have  enabled  him  m>  have  carried 
on  business  on  his  own  ac(;ount,  and  thu**  to  have  re- 
tained his  situation  in  society,  as  an  imlrpr-njlent  and 
indu  trious  tradesman.  "  Hut,  instead  of  this  justice 
being  voluntarily  rendered  by  the  former  clerk  to  tiia 
fonner  master,-  by  the  party  obliged  to  his  benefactoi; 
— bv  one  honest  man  to  another,— his  wretche<l  client 
had  h.  en  cx)mpelled  to  follow  his  quondam  clerk,  his 
present  debtor,  from  Court  to  Court ;  hod  found  liii 


Both  b«-nch  and  audience  seenuMl  conaiderably  sur- 
rised  at  the  juvenile  appearance  of  the  young  man 
ho  aiip'Mred  in  the  room  of  Dumtousrie,  for  the  nur- 
>se  of  oivning  this  complicatrrd  and  long  depi-nuing 
rocTFs.  and  the  common  heni  wen;  disappointe<l  at 
le  abs«  ncc  of  Pj'K  r  the  client,  the  Punchinello  of  the 
KFiCctcd  ( nlertainment.  The  Judges  looked  with  a 
nrv  favourable  countenance  on  our  friend  Alan,  most 
f  them  being  acquainted,  more  or  less,  with  so  old  a 

*  Thin  «tn.-ill  dark  rntTt^-hnnae,  now  burnt  down,  wni  tlie 
Wirt  uf  •'U'  li  wrifprii  and  clerkii  Mfinnn;!  to  Ihp  Fnriiamrnt 
l(M»«  a^-oM-  thirty  yram  acu,  aii  rotainfd  tli«>  ancient  rirutliili 
lut'iin  (if  :i  mornlian,  a*  it  waa  called,  or  ntKinlid**  dram  of 
pinfa  If  ttu'ir  iirnceedinc"  were  walrtivd.  tlH>y  tnictit  h(>  Keen 
vlum  fii!.f>*y  nli'iiit  ItioliDUrofnofin.and  fxrlianire  lo«^kii  wiiii 
aril  oilitr  T'on.  ilieir  i>e|iiirat«  di>Mk<i.  till  .it  lenrlh  Mime  one 
rftirma:  ai><i  di^rnitiHl  priMence  awuined  the  honnnrof  leadmr 
lie  t>in  '.  whf-n  nway  they  «Mit,  threadine  tlw  rmwd  like  a 
Irinr  '^f  wii'irnwl,  iTCHwd  the  aqunre  «ir  cIom.  and  follfiwinr 
■ch  oVi*  !■  intfi  lh<'  rofTfO-hniiiin.  received  in  turn  Troin  Ihr  hand 
fihe  HiiMiT.  the  nK-ridian,  which  wr«  pi  need  rend  jr  at  the  l^ar. 
"hi*  th(-)  i:id.  rtn>  hy  day  :  and  ihouph  they  did  not  it|*<^Bk  to 
ieh  fittiff.  tliey  M^'ined  to  altacli  a  eerlain  degree  of  aociabil- 
\i  to  p«riuiiiiiu«  Uie  ■ 


F<<:oa.4UNTI.I5T. 


(Cbur.a 


Just  claims  met  with  wcll-invontod  but  union ndcd 
counlor-cliiiiiia;  had  m^en  hip  party  shift  hi^chnracUT 
of  pursuer  or  dtifonder,  as  often  aii  Hurlt^iuin  vfrtH:tR 
his  tra!i>«formntiuiis,  till,  in  a  chn<M'  bo  vaned  and  so 
long,  the  unhappy  Iitif<ant  had  lo.st  subHtnnc,  reputa- 
tion, and  ahnost  the  une  of  ii'ason  iti^clf,  and  came 
bef  ire  their  Lonifihips  an  ubjet;t  of  thoughtlera  dtrimon 
to  the  unn-flectinu,  of  coiiipui(t*ion  t(»  tlie  belter- 
hearted,  and  of  awful  nictlitution  to  every  one,  who 
considered  that,  in  a  country  where  cx(>L'llent  laws 
were  administered  by  upright  and  incorruptible  judges, 
a  man  niicht  pursue  an  almost  indisputable  claun 
through  all  the  mazes  of  litiKalion  ;  lose  fortune,  re- 
putation, and  reason  itsi>lf  in  the  chase, .and  at  length 
come  iieforc  the  8upn-me  Court  of  his  country  in  the 
wretched  condition  of  his  unhappy  cheni.  a  victim  to 
protracted  justice,  aud  to  that  hope  delayed  which 
flickens  the  heart. ' 

The  force  of  this  appeal  to  feeling  made  as  much 
impn^ssion  on  the  Beiicii,  as  had  been  previously  c:f- 
iccted  by  the  clearness  of  Alan's  arjj;ument.  The  ab- 
surd form  of  Peter  himself,  with  nis  tow-wig,  was 
fortunately  not  prttsent  to  excite  any  ludicrous  emo- 
tbn,  ami  the  pause  that  took  place  when  the  younR 
lawyer  had  conclude  his  speech,  was  followed  bv  a 
murmur  of  approbation,  which  the  ears  of  his  father 
drank  in  as  the  sweetest  sounds  that  had  ever  entered 
them.  Many  a  hand  of  ^ratulatii)n  was  thrust  out  to 
his  grasp,  trembling  as  it  was  with  anxiety,  and  finally 
with  delighi:  his  voice  faltering,  as  he  replied,  "Ay;. 
«.v,  I  kena  Alan  was  tlie  lad  to  make  a  spoon  or  spoil  i 
«  horn."* 

The  counsel  on  the  otlier  side  arose,  an  old  prac- 
tioner,  who  had  noted  toocloselv  theimpn'ssiog  made 
by  Alan's  pleading,  not  to  fear  the  consequences  of  an 
immediate  decision.  He  paid  the  highest  compliments 
to  his  very  young  brother— "the  Benjamin,  as  he 
would  presume  to  call  him,  of  the  learned  Faculty — 
said  the  alleged  hardsliiiM  of  Mr.  Peebles  were  com- 
pensated, by  nil  being  placed  in  a  situation  where  the  ■ 
oenevolencc of  their  Lordships  had  assigned  him  gra- 1 
tuitously  such  assistance  as  he  might  not  otherwise 
have  obtained  at  a  high  price-^and  allowed  his  young 
brother  had  put  many  things  in  such  a  new  point  of 
view,  that,  although  he  was  quite  certain  of  his  ability 
to  refute  ifiem,  he  was  honestly  d^rsirous  of  having  a 
few  hours  to  arrange  his  answer,  in  onler  to  be  able 
to  follow  Mr.  Fainord  from  point  to  ()oint.  He  had 
further  to  observe,  there  was  one  point  of  the  case  to 
which  his  brother,  whose  attention  had  been  other- 
wise so  wonderfully  comprehensive^^  had  not  given  the 
consideration  which  he  expected ;  it  was  founded  on 
the  interpretation  of  certain  correspondence  which  had 
passed  betwixt  the  parties,  soon  after  the  dissolution 
of  the  copartnery." 

The  Court  having  heard  Mr.  Tough,  readily  allowed 
him  two  days  for  preparing  himself,  hinting,  at  the 
same  .time,  that  he  nught  find  his  task  difficult,^  and 
afibrdins  the  young  counsel,  with  high  encomiums 
upon  the  mode  in  which  he  had  acquitted  bimselt  the 
choice  of  speaking,  either  now  or  at  next  calling  of  the 
the  cause,  upon  the  point  which  Plainstane's  lawyer 
had  adverted  lo. 

Alan  modestly  apologized  for  what  in  fact  had  been 
«n  omission  very  pardonable  in  so  complicated  a  case, 
and  professed  himself  instantly  ready  to  go  through 
that  correspondence,  and  prove  that  it  was  in  form 
and  substance  exactly  applicable  to  the  view  of  the 
case  he  had  submitted  to  their  lordships.  He  applied 
to  his  father,  who  sat  behind  him,  to  hand  him^  from 
tiiiic  to  time,  the  letters,  in  the  order  in  which  he 
meant  to  read  and  comment  upon  them. 

Old  Counsellor  Tough  had  probably  formed  an  in- 
Bcnious  enough  scheme  to  blunt  theeflect  of  the  young 
lawyer's  reasoning,  by  thus  obliging  him  to  follow  up 
a  process  of  reasoning,  clear  and  complete  in  itsdLC 
by  a  hasty  and  extemporary  appendix.  If  so,  he 
seemed  likely  to  be  disappointed;  for  Alan  was  well 
prepared  on  this,  as  on  other  narts  of  the  cause,  and 
recommenced  his  pleading  with  a  degree  of  animation 
and  spirit,  which  added  force  even  to  what  he  had 
fbrmedy  slated,  and  might  perhaps  have  occasbned 

*  Said  of  «o  adventurouH  ciiMy,  who  imoItm  at  all  riiks  to 
«Qawert  afllw0p'«  hoia  into  a  gpuoo. 


the  old  gentleman  fo  rpgret  his  Imving  again  eiUd 
him  up}  wlk^n  his  father,  as  he  hamk'd  bim  the  In- 
ters, put  one  into  his  hand  which  produced  a  vof^iAm 
effect  on  the  pleader. 

At  the  first  glance,  he  saw  that  the  paper  hai» 
refereno*  to  the  aflairii  of  Peter  Peebles »  but  theflM 
glance  aU)  showed  iiim,  what,  even  at  that  time^asd 
in  that  presence,  he  could  not  help  reading;  ■nd 
which,  iH'ing  read,  seemed  totally  to  diacoDcerl  Ibi 
ideas.  He  stop(>ed  short  in  his  harangue— gaaudoa 
the  paper  with  a  look  of  surprise  and  horror— uttcnd 
an  exclamation,  and,  flinging  down  the  brief  whidi 
he  had  in  his  hand,  hurried  out  of  Court  without  n- 
turning  a  single  word  of  answer  to  tiie  various  qpHS* 
lions,  whiitwa*  die  matter  /"— **Wa»  he  takeow* 
well  r  — *'  Shotild  not  a  chair  be  called  T  Av.Ajc^ 

Th4*  <>kier  Mr.  Fairford,  who  remained  seated,  and 
looking  as  seiisi-Iess  as  if  he  had  bom  made  of  stooi^ 
was  at  length  recalled  to  himself  by  the  anziooi  is- 
quirie?  of  the  judges  and  the  counsel  after  his  soo'i 
health.  He  then  rof«  with  an  air,  in  which  was  loia- 
gled  the  deep  habitual  reven^nce  in  which  he  held  the 
Court,  with  stmie  internal  cause  of  agitation,  and  witk 
difficulty  mentioned  something  of  a  mistake— a  piece 
of  bad  news— .4lan,  he  hoped,  would  be  well  enosgh 
to-niom>w.  But  unable  to  proceed  farther,  lie  clasped 
his  hands  toi^ther,  exclaimiiig|  '*  My  son !  my  soaf 
and  left  the  court  hastily,  as  if  in  pursuit  of  him. 

"What's  the  matter  with  the  auld  bitch  nextl"* 
said  an  acute  metaphysical  judge,  thoush  somewiut 
coarse  in  his  manners,  aside  to  his  brethren.  "Thii 
is  a  daft  cause,  Bladderskate— first,  it  drives  tbepoer 
man  mad  that  aught  it— then  your  nevoy  goes  daft 
with  fright,  and  flies  the  pit— then  this  smart  yooofC 
hopeful  IS  afl'ihe  hooks  with  too  hard  study,  I  fancy— 
and  now  auld  Saunders  Fairford  is  as  lunatick  as  the 
best  of  diem.    What  say  ye  till't,  ye  hitch  V 

"Nothing,  my  lortl,"  answered  BladJcrskate,  modi 
too  foi-mal  to  admire  the  levities  in  which  his  philo* 
sophical  brother  sometimes  indulged — "1  say  iioihiof^ 
but  pray  to  Heaven  to  keep  our  own  wits.**^ 

"Amen,  amen,"  answered  his  learned  brother; 
"for  someof  us  have  but  few  to  spare." 

The  Court  then  arose,  and  the  audience  departtdl 
greatly  wondering  at  the  talent  displayed  bv  Mn 
Fairford,  at  his  first  appearance,  in  a  case  so  JifliGuit 
and  so  complicated,  and  assigning  a  hundred  oon- 
jiH'tural  causes,  each  different  from  the  others,  for  the 
singular  interruption  which  had  clouded  his  day  of 
success.  The  worst  of  the  whole  was,  that  six  agnia 
who  had  each  come  to  the  S(>uarate  iVMilution  of 
thrusting  a  retaining  fee  into  Alan's  hand  as  he  left 
the  court,  shook  their  heads  as  they  rciiimtd  the 
money  into  their  leathern  pouches,  and  said,  "  that  the 
lad  was  clever,  but  thev  would  like  to  see  morcof  hia 
before  they  engaginl  nim  in  the  way  of  business- 
they  did  not  like  nis  lowpins  awav  like  a  flea  in  a 
blanket.'* 


CHAPTER  IL 

Hap  our  friend  Alexander  Fairford  known  the  eon- 
sequences  of  his  son's  abrupt  retreat  from  the  Court, 
which  was  mentioned  in  the  end  of  the  last  chapfsr. 
it  might  have  accomphshed  the  predictbn  of  thehvdj 
old  judge,  and  driven  him  utterly  distracted.  As  r 
was,  he  was  miserable  enough.  His  son  hod  risen  tei 
degrees  higher  in  his  estimation  than  ever,  by  his  dis 
play  of  jundical  talents,  which  seemed  to  assure  hio 
that  the  applause  of  the  judges  and  professors  of  th 
law,  which,  in  his  estimation,  was  worth  thai  of  al 
mankind  besides,  authorized  to  the  fullest  extent  th 
advantageous  estimate  which  even  his  parental  par 
tiality  had  been  induced  to  form  of  Alan's  powen 
On  the  other  hand,  he  felt  that  he  was  himself  i 
litde  humbled,  from  a  disguise  which  he  had  practissi 
towards  this  son  of  his  hopes  and  wishes^ 

The  truth  was,  that  on  the  morning  of  this  eventfu 
day,  Mr.  Alexander  Fairford  had  received  from  hi 
correspondent  and  friend,  Provost  Crosbie  of  Dam 
fries,  a  letter  of  the  following  tenor : — 

Traditiun  aaoribe*  thn  whimcieal  vtyl*  of  lansoaae  ta  Ik 
wiioM  sod  philoiopiMBal  tort  If  ■iire         --•<-^  •▼ 
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'     **Dbai  Sir, 

"Vocii  respected  favour  of  SSth  ultimo,  per  favour 
«f  Mr.  Dame  Lntimpr,  rpriched  ine  in  s^afety,  and  I 
Aowed  to  tlie  young  gentlenmn  such  attention!*  as  he 
was  pleased  ;o  nnccpt  of.  The  object  of  my  pre^nt 
wiitiiig  is  twofold.  Kirstf  the  council  are  of  opinion 
that  youMhould  now  bnidn  to  stir  in  the  thirla^causH; ; 
■od  f n^  think  ihev  will  be  able,  fronievidence  noritcr 
r^ertum^  to  enable  you  to  amend  your  condcscend- 
cuee  upon  the  uee  and  wont  of  the  burch.  touching: 
ibe  fraiui  inveela  el  illata.  So  you  will  pleaHC  con- 
sider yourself  as  authoriauHl  to  speak  to  Mr.  Pest,  and 
ky  before  bint  the  papers  which  you  will  receive  by 
w  coach.     The  council  think  that  a  fee  of  two 

ineas  may  be  suiliciont  on  this  occasion,  an  Mr. 

at  had  three  for  drawing  the  oiiginal  condescend- 
cace. 

*'I  take  the  opportunity  of  adding,  that  there  has 
keen  a  isireat  riot  among  the  Solway  fishermen,  who 
have  destroyed,  in  a  mnsterfiil  manner,  the  stake-nets 
an  up  near  tlie  mouth  of  this  river ;  and  have  besides 
attacked  the  house  of  Quaker  Gc-ddes,  one  of  the 
principal  partners  of  the  Tkle-net  FishiuK  Company, 
and  done  a  great  deal  of  damage.  Am  sorry  to  add, 
young  Master  Latimer  was  in  the  fray,  and  has  not 
■nee  neen  heard  of.  Murder  is  spoke  of,  but  that  may 
be  a  word  of  course.  As  the  young  gentleman  has 
behoved  rather  oddly  while  in  these  parts,  as  m  de- 
dining  to  dine  with  me  more  than  once,  and  going 
about  the  country  with  strolling  fiddlers  and  such- 
like, I  rather  hope  that  his  present  absence  is  only  oc- 
CMionod  by  a  frolic ;  but  as  his  servant  has  oeen 
making  inquiries  of  me  respectuig  his  xnastcr,  I 
thought  it  best  to  acquaint  voh  in  course  of  post.  I 
kave  only  to  add,  that  our  sheriff  has  taken  a  precog- 
nition, and  committed  one  or  two  of  the  rioters.  If  I 
can  be  useful  in  this  matter,  cither  by  advertising  for 
Hr.  Latimer  as  missing,  publishing  a  reward,  oroiher- 
«ise,  I  will  obey  your  respected  mstruciions,  being 
your  most  obedient  to  command, 

"  WlLUAM  CaOSBIE." 

When  Mr.  Fairford  received  this  letter,  and  had  read 
ii  to  an  end,  hia  first  idea  was  to  communicate  it  to 
his  son,  that  an  express  might  be  instantly  despatched, 
era  lung's  messtnger  sent  with  proper  autnority  to 
mrch  after  his  late  guest. 

The  habits  of  the  fishers  were  rude,  as  he  well 
knew,  though  nor  absolutely  sanguinary  or  ferocious; 
and  there  had  been  instances  of  their  transporting 
persons  who  had  interfered  in  their  smuggling  trade 
lo  the  Isle  of  Man,  ainl  elsewhere,  and  keeping  them 
■nder  restraint  for  many  weeks.  On  this  account  Mr. 
Fiirford  was  naturally  led  to  feel  anxiety  concerning 
the  fate  of  his  late  inmotc ;  and,  at  a  less  interesting 
noment.  would  certainly  have  set,  out  himself^  or 
licensed  iiis  son  to  go  in  pursuit  of  his  friend. 

But  alas!  he  was  both  a  fathiT  and  an  agent.  In 
the  one  capacity,  he  lookf^d  on  his  son  as  dearer  to 
him  than  all  the  world  besides;  in  the  other,  thelaw- 
lut  which  he  conducted  was  to  him  like  an  infant  to 
us  nurse,  and  the  case  of  Poor  Peter  Peebles  against 
Plainstanes  was,  he  saw,  adjourned, perhaps  sinedie^ 
ibouid  this  document  reacli  the  hands  of  his  son. 
The  mutual  and  enthusiastical  affection  betwixt  the 
young  men  was  well  known  to  him ;  and  he  con- 
cluded, that  if  the  precarious  state  of  Latimer  were 
made  known  to  Alan  Fairford,  it  would  render  him 
not  only  unwilling,  but  totally  unfit,  to  discharge  the 
dut\-  of  the  day,  to  which  the  old  gentleman  attached 
such  ideas  of  importance.  • 

On  mature  rcf1ectk>n,  therefore,  he  resolved,  though 
not  without  some  feelings  of  compunction,  to  delay 
communicating  to  his  sop  the  disagreeable  intelli- 
gence which  he  had  recuved.  until  the  business  of 
the  dav  should  be  ended.  The  delay,  he  persuaded 
hims«ff,  could  lie  of  little  consequence  to  Darsie  Lati- 
mer, whose  follv,  he  dared  to  say,  had  led  him  into 
wme  Sfrape  which  would  meet  an  appnmriate  pun- 
iahiiif^nt.  in  someaccidriiial  restraint,  which  would  be 
ih-.]«pri>iongcdforonly  a  few  hours  longer.  Bi-sidcs,  he 
woii!d  have  time  to  sinnk  to  the  Shenli'of  the  iy>unty 
— 1>»  rhaps  to  the  King's  Advocnti^nnd  set  about  the 
matter  m  a  reguUr  manner,  or.  as  be  termed  it,  aj 

K 


summing  up  the  duties  of  a  solicitor,  to  agi  an  oc- 
€orda.* 

The  scheme,  as  we  have  seen,  was  partially  aur- 
ceNSful,  and  was  only  ultimately  defeated,  as  he  con- 
fessed to  himself  wim  shame,  by  his  own  very  unbu- 
siness-like  mistake  of  shufTIiiig  the  Provost's  letter, 
in  the  hurry  and  anxiety  of  the  morning,  among  some 

Kapers  b^.longing  to  Peter  Peebles's  affairs,  and  thni 
anding  it  to  his  son,  without  obiM.rving  the  blunder. 
He  used  to  protest,  even  till  the  day  of  his  death,  that 
he  never  had  been  guilty  of  such  an  inaccuracy  as 
giving  a  paper  out  of  nis  hand  without  looking  at  tlie 
docketing,  except  on  that  unhappy  orrnsiun,  when, 
of  all  orhtis  he  had  such  particular  reason  to  regrtt 
his  negligence. 

Disturbed  by  these  reflections,  the  old  gentleman 
had,  for  the  first  time  in  his  hfe,  some  disinclination, 
arising  from  shame  and  vexation,  to  face  his  own 
son :  so  that  to  protract  for  a  littlu  tiie  meeting  which 
he  feared  would  be  a  painful  one,  he  went  to  wait 
upon  the  Shcrifl'-depute,  who  he  found  had  set  ofl'  for 
Dumfries,  in  great  tiaste,  to  superintend  in  person  the 
investigation  which  had  been  si^t  on  foot  by  his  Sub- 
stitute. This  gentleman's  clerk  could  say  little  on 
the  subject  of  the  riot,  excepting  that  it  had  In-en  se- 
rious, niuch  damage  done  to  property,  and'.some  per- 
sonal violence  ofl'ored  to  individuals ;  but  as  far  as  he 
had  yet  heard,  no  lives  lost  on  the  epot. 

Mr.  Fairford  was  compelled  to  return  home  with 
this  intelligence ;  and  on  inquiring  at  James  Wilkin- 
son wliLTe  his  son  was,  received  for  answer,  that 
**  Maisier  Alan  was  in  his  own  loom,  and  very  busy." 
'*  We  must  have  our  explanation  ovtr,"  said  laun- 
ders Fairford  to  himself.  *'  Better  a  finger  off  as  aye 
wafting  :"  and  going  to  the  door  of  his  son's  apart- 
ment he  knocked  at  first  gently— then  more  loudlv-^ 
but  received  no  answer.  Somewhat  alarmed  at  this 
silence,  he  opened  the  door  of  the  chamber— it  was 
empty— clothes  lay  mixed  in  confusion  with  the  law- 
books and  papers,  as  if  the  inmate  had  been  engaged 
in  hastily  packing  for  a  joarney.  As  Mr.  Fairford 
looked  around  in  alarm,  hia  eye  was  arrested  by  a 
sealed  letter  Iving  upon  nis  son's  writing-table,  and 
addressed  to  iiimself.  It  contained  the  following 
words  :— 

**Mt  Deabbst  Fathkb,. 

"  You  will  not,  I  trust,  be  sarpriied,  nor  perhaps 
ver>'  much  displeased,  to  leam  that  I  am  now  on  my 
way  to  Dumihes-shire,  lo  learn,  by  my  own  personal 
investigatMn,  the  present  state  of  my  dear  friend, 
and  afford  him  such  retiei  as  may  be  in  mwT)ower, 
and  which,  I  trust,  will  be  effectual.  I  do  not  pre- 
sume to  reflect  upon  you,  dearest  sir,  for  concealing 
from  me  information  of  so  much  consequence  to  niy 
peace  of  mind  and  happiaess ;  but  I  hope  your  having 
done  so  will  be,  if  not  an  ejccuse,  at  least  some  miti 
gation  of  my  present  ofiencc,  in  taking  a  stej)  of  con- 
seque^/L'e  without  consulting  your  pleasin.>;  and,  I 
must  lurlher  own,  under  circumstances  which  per- 
haps might  lead  to  your  disapprobation  of  my  pur- 
pose. I  can  only  say,  in  further  apology,  that  if  any 
tiling  unhappy,  which  Heaven  forbid  !  shall  have  oc- 
curred to  the  person  who,  next  to  yourself,  is  dearest 
to  me  in  this  world,  I  shall  have  on  my  heart,  as  a 
subject  of  eternal  regret,  that  being  in  a  certain  de- 
gree warned  of  his  danger,  and  furnished  with  the 
means  of  obviating  it,  I  did  not  ins<anfly  hasten  ui 
his  assistonce,  but  pnferred  givint;  my  attention  to 
the  business  of  this  unlucky  muming.  I\'o  view  of 
personal  distinction,  nothing,  indeed,  short  of  your 
earnesi  and  often  expressed  wishes^  c^uFd  have  a*"- 
tained  me  in  town  till  this  day ;  and  having  made 
this  sacrifice  to  filial  dutv,  I  trust  vou  will  hold  n»e 
excused,  if  1  now  obey  tiie  calls  of  friendship  and  hu- 
manity. Do  not  l»e  in  the  least  anxious  on  my  ar 
count;  I  shall  know,  I  trust,  how  lo  conduct  niywlf 
with  due  caution  in  an>  emergence  which  may  occur, 
otherwise  my  legal  studies  lor  so  many  years  have 
been  t.-  little  purv<tfe.  1  am  fully  pmvided  *itn  mo- 
ney,  and  alsr>  with  amis  in  ease  of  need ;  but  yoK 
may  rely  on  my  prudence  in  avoiding  all  .iccV-huiis  oi 

*  A  SeoHi  law  phraw  or  no  very  determinate  import,  nreiM 
iag,  ffttier^ly,  to  «lo  what  u  flttiof. 
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.  ufling  the  latfftr,  short  of  the  last  necessity.  God 
Almighty  bloss  yoii,  n»y  dcoretii  fr.thcr !  qtkI  pnint 
thnt  you  niny  forgive  the  firnt,  and,  I  trust  the  last 
act  approaching  towards  prpincditatcd  disobedience, 
of  which  1  either  haw  now,  or  shall  hereafter  have, 
to  accu.4e  myself.  I  remain,  till  death,  your  dutiful 
and  aflectionaie  son,  ^'Alax  Fairford. 

"P.  S.— I  shall  write  with  the  utmost  regularity, 
acquainting  you  with  my  motions,  and  requesting 

four  advice.    I  tnisi  my  stay  will  be  verv  short,  and 
think  it  possible  that  I  may  bring  back  Darsie  along 
with  me." 

The  paper  dropped  from  the  old  man's  hand  when 
he  was  thus  assurefl  of  the  misfortune  which  he  ap- 
proheoded:  His  first  idea  was  to  get  a  po9t-chaise 
and  pursue  the  fugitive ;  but  he  recollected,  that,  ui>on 
the  very  rare  occasions  when  Alan  had  shown  him- 
self inoocile  to  the  jMtrla  jtottstat^  his  natural  ease 
and  gentleness  of  disposition  seemed  harrlen^xi  into 
obstinacy,  and  that  now,  entitled,  as  arrived  at  the 
years  of  majority,  and  a  memlier  of  the  learniid  Fa- 
culty, to  din-ct  his  own  motions,  there  was  great 
doubt,  whether,  in  the  event  of  his  overtaking  his 
son.  he  might  be  able  to  prevail  upon  him  to  return 
back.  In  such  a  risk  of  failure,  he  thought  it  wiser 
to  desist  from  his  purpose,  especially  as  even  his  suc- 
cess in  such  a  pursuit  would  give  a  ridiniious  iclat 
to  the  whole  affair,  which  could  not  be  otherwise  than 
prejudicial  to  his  son's  ris'mg  character. 
^  Bitter,  however,  were  ^Saunders  Fairford' s  reflec- 
tions, as,  again  picking  up  the  fatal  scroll,  he  threw 
himself  mto  his  son's  leathern  easy-chair,  and  be- 
stowed upon  it  a  disjointed  commentary.  "Krin;; 
back  Darsie?  little  doubt  of  that— the  bao  shilling  is 
sore  enough  to  come  back  again.  I  wish  Darsie  no 
worse  ill  than  that  he  were  carried  where  the  silly 
fool  Alan  should  never  sec  him  again.  It  was  an  ill 
hour  that  he  darkened  my  doors  in,  for^  ever  since 
that,  Alan  has  given  up  his  ane  old-fashioned  mother- 
H-it,  for  the  t'otncr's  capernointcd  maggots  and  non- 
sense. Provided  with  money?  you  must  have  moR> 
than  I  know  of;  then,  my  friend,  for  I  trow  I  kept  you 
pretty  short  for  your  own  good.— Can  he  have  gotten 
more  fees?  or,  does  he  think  five  guineas  has  neither 
beanning  nor  end?— Arms!  what  would  he  do 
with  anns,  or  what  would  any  man  do  with  them 
that  is  not  a  regular  soldier  under  government,  or 
else  a  thief-taker?  I  have  had  enough  of  arms,  I 
trow,  although  I  cairied  them  for  King  GeoT]ge  and 
the  government.  But  this  is  a  worse  etrnii  than 
Falkirk-field  yet !— God  guide  us.  we  arc  poor  incon- 
sistent creatures !  To  think  the  lad  should  have  made 
so  able  an  appearanec,  and  then  bolted  off  this  gate, 
after  a  glaiket  ne'er-do- well,  like  a  hound  upon  a 
false  scent!— Las-a-day!  it's  a  wore  thing  to  see  a 
stunkard  cow  kick  down  the  pail  when  it  s  reaming 
fou.— But,  after  all,  it's  an  ill  bird  that  defiles  its  aiii 
.  nest.  I  must  cover  up  the  sran(la{  as  well  as  1  can.— 
What's  the  matter  now,  Janu:s  ?" 

"A  message,  sir,"  said  James  Wilkinson,  "from 
my  Lord  President ;  and  he  hopes  Mr.  Alan  is  not 
senously  indisposed." 

"From  the  Lord  President  ?  the  Lord  preserve  us ! 
—I'll  send  an  answer  this  instant;  bid  the  lad  sit 
down,  and  aaik  him  to  drink,  James.— Let  me  see,'* 
continued  he,  taking  a  sheet  of  gilt  paper,  "  how  we 
are  to  draw  our  answers." 

Ere  his  pen  had  ijuched  the  paper,  James  was  in 
the  room  again. 
"  What  now  James  V 
"Lord  Bladderskate's  lad  is  come  to  ask  how  Mr. 

Alan  is,  as  he  left  the  CJourt" 

"  Ay,  ay,  ay,"  answered  S»mdcrs,  bitterly ;  "  he  has 
e'en  mode  a  moonlight  flitting,  hke  my  lord's  ane 
nevoy." 

"Shall  I  say  sac,  sir?"  said  James,  who,  as  an 
old  soldier,  was  literal  in  all  things  touching  the 
tier  vice. 

"The  devil!  no,  no!— Bid  the  Ind  sit  down  and 
^aste  our  ale.    I  will  write  his  loniship  an  answer." 
Once  more  the  gilt  paper  was  resumed,  and  once 
more  the  door  was  opened  by  James. 


"  Lord •  8<*nds  his  servitor  to  ask 

.Alan." 

"tih,  the  decvil  take  their  civility  f  i 
Saunders.  "Set  him  down  to  drink  tc 
writi»  to  his  Lordship." 

"  The  lads  will  bide  your  plea.mire,  sir,  as 
keep  the  bicker  fou ;  but  this  rininng  is  Kl 
out  the  belL,  I  think  ;  thervaro  they  at  it  ag 

He  niiswered  the  fresh  summons  acoom 
came  back  to  inform  Mr.  Fairl()rd,  that  the 
Fanilty  was  below^  inf|uiring  fur  Mr.  Alai 
I  set  him  down  to  drink,  too  ?"  naid  James; 

"Will  you  l)e  an  idiot,  sir  ?'  said  Mr, 
"Show  Mr.  Dean  into  the  parlour." 

In  going  slo%vly  down  stairs,  step  hy  ste] 
picxed  man  of  business  had  time  enough  to  n 
if  11  bcjiossible  to  put  a  fair  gloss  upi.»n  a  true 
verily  always  serves  the  purpose  better 
.substitute  which  iDgeniiity  ran  devise.  He 
told  his  learned  visiter,  that  althcMigh  his 
been  inrommodcd  by  the  heat  of  the  com' 
long  train  of  hard  study,  by  day  and  night, 
his  exertions,  yet  he  had  fortunately  so  far  i 
as  to  be  in  condition  to  obey  upon  the  insti 
den  summons  which  had  called  him  to  thi 
on  a  matter  of  life  and  death. 

"It  should  be  a  serious  matter  indeed  t 
my  young  friend  away  at  this  moment," 
goiKl-natured  Dean.  *'I  wish  he  had  staid 
his  pleading,  and  put  down  old  Tough, 
compliment,  Mr.  Fairford,  it  was  as  fin 
appearance  as  I  evtr  heanl.  I  should  be  s 
son  did  not  follow  it  up  in  a  reply.  No4 
striking  while  the  iron  is  hot." 

Mr.  Saunders  Fairford  made  a  better  ^ 
he  acquiesced  in  an  opinion  which  was  ir 
cidedly  his  own ;  but  he  thought  it  most  p 
reply,  "  that  the  affair  which  rendered  his  si 
presence  in  the  country  absolutely  necessary, 
the  affairs  of  a  yttung  gentleman  of  great 
who  was  a  particular  friend  of  -Alan's,  ; 
never  took  any  material  step  in  his  affairs 
consulting  his  counsel  learned  in  the  law." 

"Well  well,  Mr.  Fairford,  vou  know  b 
swered  the  learned  Dean ;  "If  there  he 
marriage  in  the  case,  a  will  or  a  weilding 
preferred  to  all  other  business.  I  am  happy 
is  so  much  recovered  as  to  be  able  for  U 
wish  you  a  very  good  morning." 

Having  thus  taken  his  ground  to  the 
Faculty^  Mr.  Fairford  hastily  wrote  cards  ii 
to  the  inquiry  of  three  judges,  aniHintin^  f 
absence  in  the  same  manner.  These,  being 
sealed  and  addressed,  he  delivered  to  Jan 
directions  to  dismiss  the  party-colotu^pd  cpei 
in  the  mean  while,  had  ctmsumed  a  gailoc 
penny  ale  while  discussing  points  of  law, 
dressing  each  other  hy  their  master's  titles.* 
The  exertion  which  these  matters  demar 
the  interest  which  so  many  persons  iii  lega 
tion  appeared  to  have  taken  in  his  son,  greatl; 
the  oppressed  spirit  of  Saunders  Fairtord,  * 
tinned  to  talk  mysteriously  of  the  very  impoi 
siness  which  had  interfered  with  his  s()n'8  at 
during  the  brief  remnitxler  of  the  session, 
deavoured  to  lay  the  same  unction  to  his  ow 
but  here  the  application  was  less  fortunati 
consricnce  told  him,  that  no  end,  however  in 
which  could  be  achievH  in  Darsie  Latimer' 
could  l)e  balanccfl  against  the  reputation  wh 
was  like  to  forfeit,  by  deserting  the  cause 
Peter  Peebles. 

In  the  mean  while,  although  thn  haze  wl 
rounded  the  cause,  or  causes,  of  that  unfortu 

front  nail  been  for  a  time  dispelled  by  Alan's  el 
ike  a  fog  by  the  thunder  of  artillery',  yet  it 
*  The  9oottiili  Jud^*  are  diittinirui«hc<l  by  the  ti 
pieftxed  tu  tlivir  own  tnmiioral  dHuiimalitin.  Aiitli 
Uiem  official  dipiitariefl  do  not  boar  any  iilian;  in  Uieir 
honoum.  they  are  diMtinmiish^'d  only  by  ihoir  lor( 
naioe.  Tliey  wrre  not  alwayx  ronienreu  M-iih  thia 
HalHiue  law,  wliinh  certainly  i^  itftnipwhat  inRonsiii 
their  pretonuons  to  title  arc  nid  (o  Iiuvh  Ixxm   l 


Bpulied  by  Jam«M  V.,  tlic  Sovcrf i^n  who  fuumlfd  tl 
J  Justice.  "  I,"  »aid  he,  "  made  Uie  carle*  lot  da.  Ini 
dsvil  BMde  tlM  carlinM  ladiei  i^ 
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•ore  more  to  settle  down  iipon  the  mass  of  Iiti<;ation, 

thick  a»  the  palpable  darkness  of  Kg>7>t,  at  tfie  very 
found  of  Mr.  Touch's  voice,  who  on  tno  second  day 
after  Alan's  departure,  was  heani  iii  answer  fo  thi- 
<ipenin;!counsel.  Decp-inoutht^,  lonc-hrenthed,  and 
peninariotis,  tuking  a  pinch  of  simff  betwixt  ever>' 
aeotence,  which  otherwise  seemed  inferminnble— th*r 
veteran  pleader  prosed  over  all  the  themes  which  had 
been  treated  so  luniinousl y  by  Fairfonl ;  he  nuictly  and 
iinperceptihly  replaced  all  the  rubbish  which  the  other 
had  cleared  awaV ;  and  succeeded  in  restoring  the  veil 
of  obscurity  and  unintelliKibility  which  had  for  manv 
ytars  darkened  the  case  of  Peebles  asainst  Plain ^ 
Manes;  and  the  matter  was  once  more  nung;  up  by  n 
remit  U>  an  accountant,  with  instruction  to  rrpon 
before  answer.  .So  different  a  rp!>ult  from  that  which 
the  public  had  been  led  to  expect  from  Alan's  speech, 
Rive  rise  to  various  specula  lions. 

The  clieiH  himself  opined  that  it  was  entirely 
•win^  first,  to  his  own  absence  durinc  the  first  day'^ 
pleaains?,  being,  as  he  said,  deboshed  with  brandy, 
oaqiiebaugh,  and  other  strong  waters,  at  John^s  Coffee- 
bouse,  per  amhagfn  of  Peter  Drudgeit,  employed  to 
that  effect  by  and  through  the  device,  counsel,  and 
covyne  of  Saunders  Fairford,  his  agent,  or  pretended 
af^enu  Secondly,  by  the  flight  and  voluntary  deser- 
tion of  the  younger  Fairford,  the  advocate;  on  ac- 
count of  which  he  served  both  father  and  son  with  n 
petition  and  complaint  against  them,  for  malversation 
in  office.  So  that  the  apparent  and  most  probable 
line  of  this  cause  seemed  to  menace  the  melancholy 
Xr.  Saunders  Fairford  with  additional  subject  for 
plague  and  mortification ;  which  was  the  mare  gallinu, 
as  nis  conscience  told  him  thai  the  case  was  really 
giveo  away,  and  that  a  very  brief  resumption  of  the 
lonner  argument,  with  reference  to  the  necessary  au- 
iborities  and  points  of  evidence,  would  have  enabled 
Alan,  by  the  mere  breath,  as  it  were,  of  his  mouth,  to 
bk)w  awav  the  various  cobwebs  with  which  Mr. 
Tough  had  again  invested  the  proceedings.  But  \\ 
VSDL  be  said,  jusi  like  a  decreet  m  absence,  and  was 
kift  for  want  of  a  contradictor. 

In  the  mean  time,  nearly  a  week  passed  over  with- 
eat  Mr.  Fairford  hearing  a  word  directly  from  his  sort 
He  learned,  indeed,  by  a  letter  from  Mr.  Crosbie^  that 
(be  young  counsellor  had  safely  reached  Dumfries^ 
Dot  had  left  that  town  upon  some  ulterior  resMsarches, 
ibe  purpose  of  which  he  had  not  communicated.  The 
old  man,  thus  lcf\  to  Buspense,  and  to  mortifying  re- 
eollections,  deprived  also  of  the  domestic  society  to 
vhich  he  had  been  habituated,  began  to  Rif!er  in 
wdy  as  well  as  in  mind.  He  had  fornuxl  the  doter- 
nination  of  setting  out  in  person  for  Dumfries-shire, 
when,  after  having  been  dogged,  peevish,  and  snappish 
to  bis  clerks  and  domestics^  to  an  unusual  and  almost 
mtoUtrable  dL>grer,  the  acrimonious  humours  settled 
in  a  hissins-hot  fit  of  the  gout,  which  is  a  well-known 
timer  of  the  most  froward  spirits,  and  under  whose 
discipline  we  shall^  for  the  present,  leave  him,  as  the 
eontjnuation  of  this  historv  assumes,  with  the  next 
^vision,  a  form  somewhataifTereni  from  direct  narra- 
tive and  epistolary  correspondence,  though  partaking 
of  the  character  of  both. 


'  effect  the  writer's  rpTense,hc  is,  in  that  case,  conjured, 
.  by  ever>'  duty  of  a  man  to  his  frilow-niortals,  and  of 
I  a  Christian  towards  owo  who  professes  thftsame  holy 
fnith,  to  take  the  earliest  measures  for  conveying 
them  with  speed  and  safety  to  the  hands  of  Alan  Fair- 
ford, Epo.,  Advocate,  residing  in  the  family  of  his 
father,  .Alexander  Fairford,  E.^.,  Writer  fo  the  Signet, 
Brown's  Square,  Edinburgh.  He  may  be  assured  of 
a  liberal  reward,  besides  the  consciousness  of  having 
discharged  a  real  duty  to  humanity. 


CHAPTER   III. 

JOURNAL  OP  DAR8IS  LATIMER. 

iTbe  following  arfdrrM  U  writrra  on  the  in»ide  of  the  envelope 
wliicli  cooiaioed  Uie  Juurnal.] 

IiTTo  what  hands  S9ever  these  leaves  may  foil,  they 
irill  instruct  him,  during  n  certain  time  at  least,  in  the 
mory  of  the  life  of  an  unfortunate  young  man,  wha  in 
lie  heart  of  a  free  country,  and  without  any  crime  being 
aid  to  his  ch-'irge,  has  been,  and  is,  subjected  to  a 
aorsc  of  unlawful  and  violent  restraint.  He  who 
ipens  this  letter,  is  therefore  conjured  to  apply  to  ilie 
leairst  magistrate,  and,  following; surh  indications  as 
he  painTS  niav  alliird,  to  exert  himself  for  the  relief 
i  one,  who,  whilr  he  possesses  every  claim  to  nssipt- 
ince  which  op!»n  sscd  innocence  can  give,  has  at  the 
tme  tiiiK%  both  the  inclination  ana  the  means  of 
«ing  grateful  to  his  deiivrrers.  Or,  iS  the  person  ob- 
aiiung  these  letters  shall  want  courage  or  means  to 

V«.  V.  -«« 


Mr  Dearest  Alax, 

Feeling  as  warmly  towards  you  in  doubt  and  in 
distress,  as  I  ever  did  in  the  briffhtest  days  of  our  inti- 
macy, it  is  to  you  whom  I  oddress  a  I'listor}'  which 
may  perhaps  fall  into  very  different  hands.  A  portion 
of  my  former  spirit  des<*ends  to  my  pen,  when  I  write 
your  name,  and  indulging  the  happy  thought  that  you 
mav  be  my  deliverer  from  my  present  uncomfortable 
and  aianiiing  situation,  as  y(M.  have  been  my  guide 
and  counsellor  on  i-verv  former  occasion,  I  will  sub- 
due the  dejection  which  would  otherwise  overwhelm 
me.  Therefore,  as,  Hehven  knows,  I  have  time 
enough  to  write,  I  will  endeavour  xo  pour  mv 
thoughts  out,  as  fully  and  fireely  as  of  old,  thougn 
probably  without  the  same  gay  and  hapny  levity. 

If  the  papers  should  reacrr  other  hands  than  yourh, 
still  I  will  not  regret  this  exposure  of  my  feelings : 
for,  allowing  for  an  ahiple  share  oi  the  follv  incidentoi 
to  youth  and  inexperience..  I  feor  iiot  that  I  have 
much  to  be  ashamed  of  in  my  narrative;  nay,  I  even 
hope,  that  the  open  simplicity  and  frankness  with 
which  I  am  about  to  relate  every  singular  and  dis- 
tressing circumstance,  may  preiwssess  even  a  stran- 
ger in  my  favour;  and  that,  amid  the  multitude  of 
seemingly  trivial  circumstances  which  1  detoiled  at 
length,  n  clew  may  be  found  to  elTt^ct  my  liberation. 

Another  chance  certainly  n>mains — the  Journal,  as 
I  may  call  it,  may  never  reach  the  hands,  either  of 
the  dear  friend  to  whonr  it  is  addressed,  or  those  of 
an  indifferent  stranger,  but  may  bcKX)mc  the  prey  of^ 
the  persons  by  whom  I  am  at  present  treated  as  a 
prisoner.  Let  it  be  so— they  will  learn  from  it  Httle 
hut  what  they  already  know:  that,  as  a  man,  and 
an  Englishman,  my  soul  revolts  at  the  usage  which 
I  have  received;  that  I  amdetermmed  to  essay  every 
possible  means  to  obtain  my  freedom ;  that  coptivity 
has  not  broken  my  spirit,  and  thot,  although  they 
may  doubtless  complete  their  oppression  by  murder, 
I  am  still  willing  to  henueath  my  cause  to  the  justice 
of  my  country.  Undeterred,  therefore,  by  the  proba- 
bility that  my  parxrrs  may  be  torn  from  iiie,  and  sub- 
jected to  the  insiu'ction  of  one  in  particular,  who, 
causplessly  my  enemy  aln^ady,  may  be  yet  farther  in- 
censed at  me  for  recording  ilie  history  of  my  wrongs, 
I  proceed  to  ri'sume  the  history  of  events  wnirh  iiave 
befallen  me  since  the  conclusion  of  my  last  letter  to 
mv  dear  Alan  Fairford,  dated,  if  I  mistake  i.r  on  the 
5tri  day  of  this  still  current  month  of  August. 

Upon  the  night  preceding  the  date  of  that  lei  *t.  I 
had  been  pn-sent,  for  the  uurporfc  of  an  idle  frolic,  at 
R  dancing  party  at  the  villugi^  of  Brokeiibum,  abou,. 
six  miles  from  Dumfries;  manyjiersons  must  have 
fleen  me  there,  should  the  fact  sp{iear  of  importance 
sufficient  to  n^piiro  investigation.  I  dancc<i.  played 
on  the  violin,  ami  took  part  in  the  festivity,  till  about 
midnight,  wh«'n  my  aer\'ant,  Samuel  Owen,  bruughi 
me  my  horses,  and  I  rode  back  to  a  small  inn  called 
Sbephenl's  Bush,  kept  by  Mrs.  Gregson,  which  had 
been  occasionally  my  residence  for  about  a  fortnight 
past.  I  spent  the  earlier  part  of  the  foreniNin  in  writ- 
ing a  lettf  r  which  I  have  already  menrioiu-d,  to  you, 
my  df>ar  Alan,  and  wiiich.  I  think,  you  mu.<«i  hove  re- 
ceived in  safety.  Whv  did  I  not  follow  your  adviciv 
so  often  piven  mr?  \Vhy  did  I  linger  in  ti.e  neigh- 
hoiirhood  of  a  dangiT,  of  which  a  kind  voice  had 
warned  me?  These  are  now  unavailing  questiono. 
I  was  blindefl  by  a  fatality,  and  rt'iiiaiiied  tluttenng 
like  n  motii  around  the  candle,  until  I  have  been 
scorched  to  some  punjow. 

The  greater  part  of  the  day  had  passed,  and  tine 
hung  heavy  on  uiy  hands.  I  ought,  perhaps,  to  bluaa 
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at  Fecollertins?  what  hns  bcfn  often  objected  to  mo  by  | 
the  dciir  friend  U)  wliom  this  littler  is  a«Itlre.«s«l^.  viz.  j 
the  faciliiv'  with  which  I  have,  in  mom  .1119  of  indo- 1 
Icnce.  suff  red  mv  motions  to  he  dirc-n.-d  by  any  prr- ; 
son  who  clumn-a  to  bi-  m.  ar  m*:.  inst*  mi  of  taking  ihc  j 
labour  of  think inq  or  deciding  for  niym;lf.    I  had  em- 1 

Eloyed  for  s«>mc  tunc,  as  a  eort  of  ^iiidi-  and  errand-  { 
oy,  a  lad  nuni-d  Ri-njumin,  the  son  of  one  widow  1 
CoUht-ni,  wlio  lives  near  i\vi  ^5lleph«•rd's  Bush,  and  | 
I  <"nnnoi  but  ri-memU'r  that,  ujvjn  several  occasion.^  : 
I  had  of  lalt"  Hut?lri.il  him  to  poMSeyH  more  influence  I 
over  my  motions,  than  at  all  became  thr  diflercnce  of 
our  asf  and  condition.  At  pr?!»i  nt  hu  exerted  hiineelf  < 
to  per.«uade  me  that  it  was  the  finest  i).>:<0ib|p  sfnirt  to  ■ 
9oe  the  fish  taken  out  from  the  neti>  placed  in  the  | 
Sol  way  at  the  rr-flux  of  the  lidir.  and  ursed  my  jxoinsf  I 
thither  this  evening  so  much,  that,  lookini?  bnck  on 
the  wholi*  circum.stan(-(  s,  I  cannot  but  think  he  had  ' 
Bomv  especial  motive  for  his  conduct.  These  pnrti-  ; 
cidnrs  I  have  mentioned,  that  if  these  papers  fall  into  I 
friendly  hands,  the  boy  may  be  sought  aifter  and  sub-  i 
luittcd  to  examination.  | 

His  eloquence  Iw-inK  unable  to  ncrtiuade  me  that  1 1 
fthoald  lake  any  pleasure  in  seeing  the  fruitless  stnm- 
ults  of  the  fish  when  left  in  the  nets  and  desertivj  by  , 
the  tide,  he  artfully  siii^s^t  9ti.>d.  that  Mr.  and  Miss  | 
Geddes,  a  nsnecnble  Uuaki.r  family  well  known  in  I 
the  neigh bourhooiJ,  and  with  whom  I  had  cxmlracted  I 
habits  of  intimacy,  would  possibly  be  ofTended  if  1 1 
did  not  make  them  an  early  visit   Both,  he  said,  had  ! 
been  particularly  inquiring  tlio  reasons  of  my  lea  vine  i 
their  house  rather  tiuddenly  on  the  previous  day.    1  j 
resolved,  therefore,  to  walk  up  to  Mount  Sharon  and  ' 
make  my  apologies,  and  I  asr«Hxi  to  permit  the  l)oy  ; 
to  attend  upon  mc,  and  wait  my  return  from  the 
house,  that  I  might  fish  on  my  way  honicwanl  to 
Shepherd's  Bush,  for  which  amusement,  he  assured 
me.  I  would  find  the  cveninarmost  favourable.  I  men- 
tion this  minute  circumstance,  because  I  stmnKly 
sufl()cct  that  this  boy  had  a  pre.-*<.ntiment  how  the 
evening  was  to  termfnate  with  me,  and  entertaint'd 
the  nelnsh  thotiah  childish  wish  of  s<.>curini(  to  him-  ■ 
self  an  angling-rod  which  he  had  often  ailmired,  as  a 

Kart  of  my  spoils.  I  may  do  the  boy  wrong,  but  I 
ad  l>ufore  remarked  in  him  the  peculiar  art  ofjnirsu- 
ing  the  trifling  objcc^ts  of  cupidity  proper  to  his  age, 
with  the  systematic  address  of  much  riper  years.. 

When  we  had  commencefi  our  wslk,  I  upbraided 
him  with  the  coolnc*<s  of  the  evening,  considering  the 
season,  the  easterly  wind,  and  other  circumstances, 
unfavounible  for  angling.  He  persisted  in  his  own 
story,  and  made  a  few  casts,  as  .f  to  convince  me  of 
mv  error,  but  caught  no  fish;  and,  indeed,  as  I  am 
now  convincefl,  was  much  more  int(>nton  watching 
my  motions,  than  on  lakiim  any.  When  I  ridiculed 
him  once  more  on  his  fniitU^ss  endeavours,  he  an- 
swered with  a  sneering  smile,  that  *'  the  trouts  would 
not.ris^,  becaus.:;  t hero  was  thunder  in  the  air;''  an 
intimation  whicii,  in  one  Ht'ns<>,  I  have  found  too  true. 

I  arrived  at  Mount  Sharun;  was  receivfti  by  my 
friends  therewith  their  won  ti»d  kindness;  and  after 
heins  a  little  rallied  on  my  nxving  suddenly  left  them 
on  the  preceding  evi'mnir,  I  a'^ee-i  to  make  atone- 
ment by  staving  all  night,  and  dismissed  the  lad  who 
attended  with  mv  fishing-rivl,  to  carry  that  infonna- 
tion  to  Shepherd's  Busli.  It  may  be  doubted  whe- 
ther he  went  thither,  or  in  a  ditlerent  direction. 

Betwixt  eight  ana  nine  o'clock  when  a  began  to 
become  dariw,  we  walked  on  the  terrace  10  enjoy  the 
appearance  of  the  firnnmcnt,  glittering  with  ten  mil- 
lion of  stars;  to  which  a  slight  touch  of, early  frost 
gave  tenfold  lustre.  As  we  gazed  on  this  splendid 
scene.  Miss  Geddes,  I  think,  was  the  first  to  point 
nut  to  our  admiration  a  shooting  or  falling  star,  which, 
she  said,  drew  a  long  train  after  it.  Ix)oking  to  the 
pari  of  the  heavens  which  she  point».»d  out,  I  dis- 
tinctly observed  two  6UCce!«sivo  sky-rockets  arise, 
and  burst  in  the  skv. 

*'Thcs<.'  meteors,  'said  Mr.  Oi-ildes,  in  answer  to 
his  sister's  obsiTvation,  "art  not  foriiied  in  heaven, 
nor  do  they  bode  any  good  to  the  dwellers  upon 
earth  " 

As  he  spoke.  I  looked  to  anoihi.-r  quarter  of  the 
■Ky.  aii^  %  /ocket,  as  if  a  signal  in  anawer  to  thoac 


which  had  already  appeared,  row  high  from  the 
earti),  and  burst  apparently  among  the  stars. 

3Ir.  Gi'ddes  seemwl  very  thoughtful  for  w>mc  mj- 
nutcs,  and  then  said  to  his  sister,  "  Rachel,  thoi^h  it 
waxi'S  late,  I  must  go  down  to  the  fishing  station, 
antl  piss  the  night  in  the  overseer's  room  tnere." 

"Nny,  then,*'  rephed  the  lady.  "I  om  but  too  well 
assured  that  the  sons  of  Beliaf  are  menacing  these 
nets  and  devices.  Joshua,  art  thou  a  mnn  of  peae^ 
and  wilt  thou  willingly  and  wittingly  thmet  tni-seU, 
where  thou  mayst  be  tempted  by  the  old  man  Adtm 
within  ihw,  to  enter  into  debate  and  strife  T' 

"I  am  a  man  of  peace,  Rachel,"  answered  Mr. 
Geddes,  "even  to  the  utmost  extent  which  our  friends 
can  demand  of  humanity;  and  neither  have  I  ever 
lisud,  nor,  with  the  help  of  God,  will  I  at  any  futore 
time  employ,  the  arm  of  fliesh  to  repel  or  to  rvvenv 
injuries.  Biit  if  I  can,  by  mild  reasons,  and  firm  con- 
duct, save  thosi^  rude  men_  from  committing  a  crime, 
and  the  property  belonging  to  myself  and  otlxin 
from  sustaining  damage,  siurly  I  do  but  tbe  duly  of 
a  man  and  a  Christian." 

With  these  wonis,  he  ordered  hia  hone  instantly; 
and  his  sister  ceasing  to  argue  with  him,  folded  her 
arms  upon  her  bosom,  and  looke<l  up  to  heaven  wiLh 
a  rtsigned  and  yet  sorrowful  countenance?. 

These  particulars  mny  appear  trivial ;  but  it  is  bet- 
ter, in  my  present  condition,  to  exert  my  facnltii-sin 
recoIlectin{;  the  past,  and  in  recording  it,  tlian  wasre 
them  in  vain  and  anxious  anticipations  of  the  fatun. 

It  would  liave  been  scarcely  proper  in  me  m  remain 
in  the  house,  from  which  the  master  was  thus  suil- 
denly  summoned  away ;  and  I  therefore  begged  vet- 
mfesion  to  attend  him  to  the  fishing  station,  assurins 
his  sister  that  I  would  be  a  guarantee  for  his  safety. 

The  proposal  seemed  to  give  much  pleasure  to  Mi* 
Geddes.  '  Let  it  be  si3,  brother.''  she  said ;  "  and  let 
the  young  man  have  the  desire  of  his  heart,  that 
there  may  be  a  faithful  witness  to  stand  by  thee  in 
the  hour  of  need,  and  to  report  how  it  shall  fare  with 
thee." 

"  No,  Rachel,"  said  the  worthy  man,  "  thou  irt  to 
blame  in  this,  that,  to  quiet  thy  apprehensions  on  inr 
account,  thou  shouldst  thrust  into  danger— if  dan^r 
it  shall  prove  to  be— this  youth,  our  guest ;  for  whom, 
doubtless,  in  case  of  mishap,  as  many  hearts  will 
ache  as  may  be  afflicted  on  our  account." 

"Nay,  my  good  friend,"  said  L  taking  Mr.  Gcdders 
hand,  **  I  am  not  so  hanpy  as  you  suppose  me.  Wcff 
my  span  to  be  concludeu  this  evening,  few  wuald  » 
much  as  know  that  such  a  beinff  had  existed  for 
twenty  years  on  the  face  of  the  earth;  and  of  theie 
few,  only  one  would  sincerely  regret  me.  Do  not 
therefore,  refuse  me  the  privilege  of  attending  jrou: 
and  of  showing,  by  so  fVifling  an  act  of  kmdneai. 
that  if  I  have  few  friends,  1  am  at  least  desirous  to 
serve  them." 

"  Thou  hast  a  kind  heart,  I  warrant  thee,"  m 
Joshua  Geddes,  returning  the  pressure  of  ray  h«nd. 
"  Rairhi.l,  the  young  man  shafl  go  with  me.  Vint 
should  he  not  lac*  danger,  in  order  to  do  iusliceand 
preserve  peace  ?  There  is  that  within  me,  he  added 
Jo^ikinc  upwards,  and  with  a  passing  cnthusiatoi 
which  I  had  not  before  observed,  and  the  absence  rt 
which  perhaps  rather  bclonccfi  to  the  sect  than  toltf 
own  personal  character— "I  say.  I  have  that  within 
which  assures  me,  that  though  the  ungodly  may  rijp' 
even  like  the  storm  of  the  ocean,  they  shall  not  faau' 
fn.*edom  to  pn'vail  against  us." 

Having  spoken  thus,  3Ir.  (veddca  appointed  a  pony 
to  be  saddled  for  my  use ;  and  having  taken  a  bafiu;: 
with  srjme  provisions,  and  a  servant  to  carr>'  back 
the  horses,  for  which  there  was  no  arcummodaoon 
at  the  fishing  station,  we  set  off  about  nine  o'clock  at 
night,  and  after  three  quarters  of  an  hour's  riding. 
arriv<.>d  at  our  place  of  destination. 

The  station  consists,  or  then  consisted,  of  huts  wr 
four  or  five  fishermen,  a  cooperage  and  aheds,  and  1 
better  sort  of  cottage,  at  which  the  8U|»erintenaent 
n^sid"d.  Wc  gave  our  horses  to  the  aervanl^  to  Ir 
carried  back  to  Mount  Sharon ;  my  companmn  ex- 
pressing himself  humanely  anxious  for  their  safety- 
and  khocketj  at  the  door  of  the  house.  At  first  w 
only  heard  a  barking  of  doga;  but  these  animalf  be 


CSur.in.] 


REDGAUNTLET. 


rune  quiet  on  enofliiiK  henenth  the  door,  and  ac- 1 
knovkuKin;!  thc,pn«cnce  of  friends.  A  hoan»o  voice  ■ 
ihcodeiiinndf^,  in  rather  unfriendly  accontss  who  we 
wcr^  and  what  we  wanted;  and  it  was  not  until 
Jaihua  n-^nicd  himself^  and  calhti  uiK)n  his  siipur- 
iDlMd«nt  to  open,  that  the  latter  appoartxl  at  the 
door  of  tlii>  hut,  attended  by  throe  lar^e  dugB  of  the 
NcirfmindlamI  breed.  He  had  a  fluinbciiw  in  liia 
bud,  and  two  lar^e  heav^  ahiivpistois  8tu<:k  into  his 
belt  He  was  a  stout,  elJerly  man^  who  had  Ikmmi  a 
uilor,  afl  I  learned,  during  the  eariitT  pnrt  of  lii«  life, 
aod  was  now  much  confided  in  bv  tlio  FishiuK  Coni- 
puy.  whose  concerns  he  directca  under  the  orders  of 
MrGeddos. 

"Thou  didst  not  expect  me  to-niffht,  friend  Davics  ?*' 
«id  iny  friend  to  tht*  oki  man,  who  was  arranging 
teals  Cor  u.s  by  the  fire. 

"No,  Master  Gieddes,"  answered  he,  "I  did  not 
tmoct^^,  nor,  Co  apeak  the  truth,  did  I  wish  for  you 

**  Thew  are  plain  terms,  John  Davies,"  answered 
Mr.  C«oddf  a. 

"Ay,  ay.  sir,  I  know  your  worship  loves  no  holyday 
ipeechcs. 

"Thou  dost  guesB,  I  suppose,  what  brings  us  here 
■0  late.  John  Davies  1"  said  Mr.  Gt^ldes. 

"I  do  suppose,  sir,"  answered  tlie  superintendent, 
'*tfaat  it  was  because  those  d—d  smu^'gling  wreckers 
OB  the  conKt  are  showin}j[  their  lijudits  to  Kailier  their 
faces,  as  thi?y  did  the  night  belure  they  broke  down 
the  dam-dike  and  weare  up  the  country;  but  if  tliut 
Mme  I^  ilie  case,  1  wish  once  more  you  had  staid 
away,  for  your  worship  carries  no  fiuhtin^^  tuekle 
aboard,  I  think;  and  there  will  be  work  for  6uch  ere 
inomin;£,  your  worship." 

"  Worxitip  is  due  to  Heaven  only.  John  Davies," 
nid  Gedties.  *'  I  have  often  desired  thee  to  desittt 
6om  uiiing  that  phrase  to  ine." 

"I  won't,  then,"  said  John;  "no  ofienoe  meant: 
fiat  how  rhe  devil  ran  a  mun  stand  picking  his  words, 
vhen  he  is  jutci  going  to  come  to  Mows  7 

**  I  hopi'  not,  John  Davies,"  said  JoKiiua  Geddes. 
"Call  in  the  rest  of  the  men,  that  I  may  give  them 
their  instructions." 

"  1  may  cry  till  doomsday,  blaster  Gcdde!^  ore  n 
•oui  answers— the  cowardly  lubbers  have  all  made 
nil— thi;  cooper,  and  all  the  rest  of  th«'in,  so  s.K)n  as 
Ihejr  lu>9nl  the  enemy  were  at  sea.  They  have  all 
taken  to  the  long-boat,  and  left  the  ship  anicmg  the 
breakers,  except  little  Phil  and  myself— tlwy  have, 
by !" 

**  Swear  not  at  all,  John  Davics— thou  art  an  honest 
Ban;  and  I  believe  without  an  oath,  that  thy  eom- 
tades  luve  ihiir  own  bom's  better  than  my  goods  and 
ebattcU.  And  so  thou  host  no  SHsistauce  but  httle 
Phil  against  a  hundred  men  or  two  7" 

"  Why,  ilu'n-  are  the  dogs,  your  honour  knows, 
Neptune  and  Thetis— and  the  pumy  may  do  some- 
thinc :  ami  th«*n  though  your  worsliip— I  beg  pardon- 
though  your  honour  be  no  great  fighu-r,  this  young 
fentlenion  mny  bear  a  hand." 

"  Av,  and  I  si«  you  are  provided  with  arms,"  said 
If r.  Gcdd«*i* ;  "  li-t  me  see  them." 

**  Ay,  ay,  sir;  here  be  a  pair  of  bufTers  will  bite  ns 
well  as  bark— theK  will  make  sure  of  two  n)giies  nt 
leaiL  It  woult^be  a  shame  to  strike  without  firing 
a  shot.-  -lake  care  your  honour,  they  are  double- 
ihoticd." 

"  Ay,  John  Davies,  I  will  take  care  of  them,"  throw- 
iaiC  the  lii.oroN  into  a  tub  of  water  bcjiide  him;  *'  and 
I  wish  I  could  render  the  whole  generation  of  them 
uselettfi  at  the  Mime  moment." 

A  deep  hh.ide  of  displeasure  passed  over  John 
Dftvies's  weaiherbcaten  countenance.  "  Relike  your 
honour  is  going  to  take  the  command  yourself  then?" 
be  said,  ai'rer  a  pause.  **  Why,  I  can  he  of  little  use 
bow;  and  since  your  worship,  or  your  hom^ur,  or 
whaie\-er  you  ore,  means  to  strike  qiiietiy,  I  believe 
vou  will  do  it  tietter  without  me  than  witli  me,  for  I 
«m  liki'  eniMigh  to  make  misrhieC  I  odmit;  but  TU 
never  !•  ave  niv  post  without  onler!«." 

"Then  vou  have  mine,  John  Davies,  to  go  to  Mount 
Sharon  tfirectly,  and  takfi  the  boy  Phil  with  you. 
%'ktte  is  ht  7" 


"  He  is  on  the  outlook  for  these  scums  of  the  earth," 
answered  Davies;  '*but  it  is  to  no  purpoi^  to  know 
when  they  come,  if  we  are  not  to  stand  to  our  wea* 
pons." 

'*  We  will  use'  none  but  those  of  sense  and  reason, 
John." 

"And  you  may  just  as  well  cast  chaff  agnin«t  tho 
wind,  as  !H)eak  st^nHc  and  reason  to  the  like  of  them." 

"  Welt,  well,  be  it  so,"  said  Joahun ;  "  and  now, 
John  Davies,  I  know  thou  art  wiiat  the  world  calls  a 
brave  fellow,  and  I  have  ever  found  thoe  an  honest 
one.  And  now  I  command  you  to  go  to  Mount 
Sharen,  and  let  Pliil  lie  on  the  bank-side— sec  the 
poor  l)oy  hath  a  M*a- cloak,  though— and  watch  what 
Fiappirns  here,  and  li  t  him  bring  you  the  news ;  and 
if  any  violence  shall  lie  offered  to  the  pniperiy  there, 
I  trust  to  your  fidelity  to  carry  mv'  sister  to  Dumfries, 
to  the  house  of  our  Iriends  the  Corsacks,  and  inform 
the  civil  authorities  of  what  mic^hief  hath  befallen." 

The  old  seaman  paused  a  moment.  "  It  is  hard 
Lnes  for  me,"  he  said,  *'  to  leave  your  honour  in  tri- 
bulation; and  yet,  staying  here,  1  am  only  like  to 
make  bad  worne;  and  your  honour's  sister.  Mis* 
Rachel,  must  be  looked  to,  that's  certain :  for  if  the 
rogues  once  get  their  hand  to  mischief,  ihey  will 
come  to  M(Mmt  Sharon  after  they  have  wasted  and 
destroyed  thiH  here  snug  little  roadstead,  where  I 
thoiiifht  to  ride  at  anchor  for  life." 

''Right,  ri^ht,Juhn  Davies,"  said  Joshua  Gcddcs; 
"and  best  call  the  dogs  with  you." 

"Ay,  ay,  sir,"  said  the  veteran,  "for  they  are  some- 
thing of  my  mind,  and  would  not  keqi  quiet  if  they 
saw  mischief  d«>ing ;  po  maylw  ihcy  might  come  to 
mischief,  poor  dumb  creatures.  So  GikI  bless  your 
honour— I  mean  your  worship— I  cannot  bring  my 
mouth  to  say  f.ire  vou  well.— Here,  Neptune,  Thetis  ! 
come,  doirs,  coine.^' 

So  saying,  and  with  a  very  crestfallen  countenance, 
John  Davies  left  the  hut. 

"Now  there  got  s  one  of  the  best  and  most  faithful 
creaturi-s  that  ever  was  born,"  said  Mr.  Geddes,  as 
the  siiperiniendent  shut  the  door  of  the  coitagi». 
"Nature  made  him  with  a  heart  that  would  not  have 
suffered  him  to  harm  a  fly ;  but  thou  scesi,  friend  Lati- 
mer, tliat  as  men  arm  their  bull-dogs  with  spiked 
trollars,  and  their  game-cocks  with  sttvl  spurs,  to  aid 
them  in  fight,  so  they  eomipt,  by  education,  the  best 
and  mildeat  naturej*.  uniil  fortitude  and  spirit  hci-ome 
stuhliornness  and  ferociiy.  Ji*:lieve  me,  friend  Lati- 
mer, I  would  as  soon  exnosi-  my  faithlul  hoiiHchold 
do;?  to  a  vain  combat  with  a  herd  of  wolves,  ns  yon 
trusty  en'aiure  to  the  violi-m.e  of  the  enraged  multi- 
tude. But  I  nctd  say  httle  on  this  subject  to  thee, 
friend  LutinK  r,  who,  I  doubt  not,  art  trained  to  be- 
lieve that  cimnige  is  disjiloycd  and  honour  atiointd, 
not  by  doing  and  sutlcrmg,  as  liecjuies  a  man,  that 
which  fate  calls  us  to  sufNr,  and  justice  commands 
us  to  do,  hut  be<'auHo  thou  art  ready  to  retort  violence 
for  violence,  and  considerest  the  lightest  insidi  as  a 
suflScieui  cause  for  the  spilling  of  blotxl,  nay,  tho 
taking  of  lif.'.-Rui,  leavuig  these*  points  of  contro- 
versy to  a  mon-  fit  season,  let  us  see  what  our  bosket 
of  provision  rontains :  for  in  truth,  friend  Latimer, 
I  am  one  of  thosi.*  whom  neither  fcur  nor  anxiety 
dq»rive  of  their  onlinnry  upuetiie." 

We  found  the  nuans  of  uoikI  cheer  accordinpriy, 
whirh  Mr.  Gitides  iii-enud  to  eiyoy  as  much  as  if  it 
had  hwnfaien  in  a  situation  of  ptTfeet  safety;  nay, 
his  converf:afi«)n  upix'ored  to  be  rather  more  pay 
than  on  ordinary  oeeasioup.  After  rating  our  .«upiM?r 
we  left  the  hut  n^g»'thir,  and  walkeil  for  a  few  min- 
utes on  the  banks  of  the  sea.  It  was  high  watiT.  and 
the  ebb  had  not  yet  eominenctd.  The  in<»on  shone 
broad  and  bright  up«m  the  placid  face  of  the  Solway 
Friih,  and  showed  a  slijfht  riFple  upon  the  stakci, 
the  tops  of  whirh  were  just  visible  rbove  the  wavcfc, 
and  on  the  dark-colound  buo.'S  which  marked  the 
upper  uige  <»f  the  eneloeure  of  nets.  At  a  much 
gnaier  distance.— for  the  entuarj'  is  hero  vt  ry  wide,— 
the  line  of  the  English  coast  wos  seen  on  the  verse 
of  the  wftter,  rcs«^mbling  one  of  thow;  fog-bunks  on 
which  mariners  uresaiif  to  gaze,  uncertain  whether  it 
be  land  or  at  nios»<herieal  delusion.  ... 

*'W6  Bball  be  luidiatiirbcd  (or  soma  noun;    wid 
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Mr.  Geddes ;  "  thejr  will  not  romp  down  iipon  ua  till 
the  Slate  of  the  tide  pennits  thi>in  to  destmy  the  lidc- 
nets.  Idit  not  strnnKe  to  think  that  liunian  piu^ions 
will  ao  0oon  tranfffurm  siirh  n  irHntiuil  scene  as  this, 
into  one  of  devastation  and  confusion?" 

It  was  indi.t.'d  a  scene  of  exquisito  stillncsB;  so 
much  so,  that  the  restless  waves  of  the  Nolwny  tsccm- 
ed,  if  not  absolutely  to  sleep,  at  least  to  slumber ;— on 
the  shore  no  night-bird  was  heard— the  cock  had  not 
sung  his  first  matins,  and  we  ourselves  walked  more 
lightly  than  by  day,  as  if  to  suit  the  sound  of  our  own 
INices  to  the  serene  tranquillity  annmil  us.  At  length, 
the  plaintive  cry  of  a  dog  broke  the  silence,  and  on 
our  return  to  the  cottage,  we  fuund  that  ihcjouncer 
of  the  three  animals  wnicn  had  gone  along  wiih  John 
Davies,  unaccustomed,  perhaps,  to  distant  journeys, 
and  (he  duty  of  following  to  hnil,  had  strayed  from 
the  parly,  and,  uuaible  to  rtjoin  them,  had  wandered 
back  to  the  place  of  its  birth. 

"Another  feeble  addition  to  our  ft>eble  garrison," 
said  Mr.  Geddes,  as  he  caressed  the  dog,  and  admit- 
ted it  into  tho  cottage.  "Poor  thing!  as  thou  art 
incapable  of  doing  any  mischief,  I  hope  thou  wilt 
sustain  none.  At  least  thou  !na>'st  do  us  the  good 
service  of  a  sentinel,  and  permit  us  to  enjuy  a  quiet 
repose,  under  the  certainty  that  thou  wilt  alarm  us 
when  the  enemy  is  at  hand." 

There  were  two  beds  in  the  superintendent's  room, 
upon  which  we  threw  ourselves.  Mr.  Geddes,  with 
his  happy  equanimity  of  temper,  was  asleep  m  the 
first  five  minutes.  I  lay  for  some  time  in  doubtful  and 
anxious  thoughts,  watching  the  fire  and  the  motions 
of  the  restless  dog,  which,  disturbed  probably  at  the 
absence  of  John  Davies,  wandered  from  the  hearth 
to  the  door  and  back  again,  then  came  to  the  bedside, 
nnd  licked  my  hands  and  face,  and  at  len£!th,  expe- 
riencing no  repulse  to  its  advances,  establislied  itself 
at  my  feet,  and  went  to  sleep,  an  example  which  1 
soon  afterwards  followed. 

The  rage  of  narration,  my  dear  Alan— for  I  will 
never  rchnquish  the  hupe  that  what  I  am  writing 
may  one  day  reach  your  hands— has  not  forsaken 
me  even  in  my  confinement,  and  the  extensive 
though  unimoortant  details  into  which  I  have  been 
hurried,  render  it  necessary  that  I  commence  ano- 
ther sheet.  Fortunately,  my  pigmy  characters  com- 
prehend a  great  many  words  within  a  small  space  of 
imper. 


CHAPTER   IV. 
DAssis  Latimer's  journal,  i!f  coktinpatiow. 

The  morning  was  dawning,  and  Mr.  Geddtn  and  I 
myself  were  still  sleeping  soundly,  when  the  alann 
was  given  by  my  canine  beilfellow,  who  first  growled 
deeply  at  intervals,  and  at  length  bore  more  decided 
testimony  tu  the  approach  of  some  enemy.  I  opened 
the  door  of  the  cottage,  and  perceived,  at  the  d  >  tance 
of  about  two  hundrc<l  yards,  a  small  but  close  column 
of  men,  which  I  would  have  taken  for  a  dark  hedge, 
but  that  I  could  perceive  it  was  advancing  rapidly  and 
in  silence. 

The  dos;  flew  towards  tficm,  but  instantly  ran 
howling  bark  to  me,  having  probablv  been  chastised 
by  a  stick  or  a  stone.  Uncertain  as  to  tho  plrjn  of 
tactics  or  of  treaty  which  Mr.  Geddes  might  think 
proper  to  adopt,  I  was  about  to  retire  into  the  cottage, 
when  he  suddenly  joined  _me  at  the  door,  and,  slipping 
his  arm  through  mine,  eaid,  "  I^et  us  go  to  meet  them 
manfully:  wenave  done  nothing  to  be  ashanit<dof.— 
Friends,"^  he  said,  raising  his  voice  as  we  approached 
them,  "  who  ond  what  are  you,  and  with  what  pur- 
IK)8e-are  you  here  on  my  property  ?" 

A  loud  cheer  was  the  answer  returned,  and  a  brace 
'•f  fiddlers  who  occupied  the  front  of  the  march  im- 
mediately struck  up  the  insulting  air,  the  words  of 
which  begin, 

^*  Merrilr  danced  the  Qunkf>r*ii  wife, 
And  iDorrilr  dnnocd  the  Quaker." 

Even  at  that  moment  of  alarm,  I  think  I  recognised 
in«  tones  of  the  blind  fiddler,  known  bv  the  name  of 
Waoduring  Willie,  from  hia  itinerant  habits.    They 


continued  to  advance  swiAly  and  in  great  order,  ■ 
their  front 

"  Tlie  (terr  fiddlera  plajinr  martial  ain  ;** 

when,  coming  close  up,  they  siirroundetl  us  bv  a  stiqjjb 
movenu-nt.  and  then*  was  a  universal  cry,  Whooa 
Quaker— whoop,  Quaker !  Here  have  wc  them  boU| 
the  wet  Quaker  and  the  dry  one." 

**Han^  up  the  wet  Quaker  to  dr>',  and  wet  the  dry 
one  witii  a  ducking,"  answered  another  voice. 

"  WhfTc  is  the  sea-otter,  John  Daviea^  that 
de«troved  more  fish  than  any  sealch  upon  Ailnr 
Craig  r*  exrlaimi'd  a  third  voice.  "1  have  an  OM 
crow  to  pluck  with  him,  and  a  pock  to  put  the  ln> 
thirs  in.'* 

WestrKxi  perfectly  passive;  for,  to  have  attemptri 
resistance  against  more  than  a  hundred  men,  arm 
with  guns,  fish-spears,  iron-crows^  spades,  wai 
hlndgeons,  would  have  t>een  an  act  of  utter  insani^. 
Mr.  Geddes,  with  his  strong  sonorous  voice,  answend 
the  question  alxmt  the  superintendent  in  a  maniMr, 
the  manlv  indiflerence  of  which  coni(felled  them  to 
attend  to  him. 

'*  John  Davies,"  he  said,  "  will,  I  trust,  soon  be  U 
Dumfries" 

'''To  fetch  down  redcoats  and  dragoons  against  tH| 
you  canting  old  villain !" 

A  blow  was,  at  the  SHme  time,  levelled  at  inf 
friend,  which  I  parried  by  interposing  the  stick  I  had 
in  my  hand.  I  was  instantly  struck  down,  and  haia 
a  faint  recollection  of  hearing  some  cr)'ing,  "Kill  thi 
young  spy!"  and  others,  as  I  thought,  interposing  m 
niy  btrhalf.  But  a  second  blow  on  the  head,  rvKxmd 
in  the  scuflUe,  soon  deprived  me  of  sense  and  con- 
sciousness, and  threw  me  int«)  a  state  of  insensilnlitK 
from  which  I  did  not  recover  immediately.  When! 
did  come  to  myself,  I  was  lying  on  the  l»ed  from  vdiich 
I  had  just  risen  before  the  fray,  and  my  poor  comp^ 
nion,  the  Newfoundland  puppy,  its  courage  en tinl|f 
cowed  by  the  tumult  of  the  not,  had  crept  as  close  to 
me  as  it  could,  and  lay  trembling  and  v^-hining,  u  if 
under  the  most  dreadful  terror.  I  doubted  at  fini 
whether  I  had  not  dreamed  of  the  tumult,  until, « 
I  attempted  to  rise,  a  feeling  of  pain  nnd  dizniMi 
assured  me  that  the  injury  I  had  sustained  wasbtf 
too  real.  I  gathered  togetner  my  senses— listened- 
and  heard  at  a  di.itance  the  shouts  of  the  rioters,  bisf^ 
doubtless,  in  their  work  of  devastation.  I  made  a 
second  effort  to  rise,  or  at  least  to  tiuTi  myself,  fori 
lay  with  my  face  to  the  wall  of  the  cottage,  but  I 
found  that  my  limbs  were  secured,  and  my  motiooi 
eflectuallvpreventcd- not  indeed  by  cords,  but  hyliiM 
or  cloth  bandages  swathed  around  my  anklm,  ind 
securing  my  hands  to  my  sides.  Aware  of  my  utterlf 
captive  condition,  I  groaned  betwixt  budily  pain  UM 
mental  distress. 

A  voice  by  my  bedside  whispered,  in  a  whining  tonA 
"Whisht  a-ye,  hmnie— whisht,  a-ye;  haiia  fos 
tongue,  like  a  gtHxl  bairn— ye  have  (^st  us  Mr 
eneugh  Rlrt>ady.    My  hinnie's  clean  pane  now." 

Knowing,  as  I  thought,  the  phrnst^)logy  of  the  wA 
of  the  itinerant  musician,  I  asked  her  where  herhw* 
band  was,  and  whether  he  had  been  hurt. 
/'Broken,''  answered  the  dame,   "all   broken  to 

Eieecs ;  fit  for  naught  but  to  be  made  spunks  of—tbi 
est  blood  that  was  in  Scotland." 

"  Broken  ?-bloo<l>-i8  your  husband  wounded; 
has  there  been  bloodshed— hroken  limbs?" 

"Broken  limbs?-!  wish,"  answered  the  beldan. 

that  mv  hiimie  had  broken  the  best  bane  in  h» 
bo<ly.  beforie  he  htid  broken  his  fiddle,  thai  was  Ihs 
best  blood  in  Scotland— it  was  a  cn.'monv  for  nvkt 
that  I  ken."  '*  ^^ 

"  Pshaw— only  his  fiddle?"  said  I. 

"I  dinna  keii  what  waur  your  h(mour  could  hwn 
wished  him  to  do,  unless  he  had  broken  his  neck  •  and 
this  is  muckle  the  same  to  my  hinnie  Willie  ami  ma 
Chaw,  indeed  !  It  is  easy  to  say  cfinm,  hnt  wha  ia  tt 
gie  us  ony  thing  to  chaw  ?-the  bread- winner's aana 
and  we  may  e  en  sil  down  and  starvv  "  •»«■»» 

fiddkfa*'         I  iaid,  "1  will  pay  >ou  for  iweniy  soel 

"Twenty  suchl  is  that  ■*  ye.ken  about  it?  th 
country  hadna  the  hke  o*u    But  if  your  Iwnour  wSi 
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iipif  Bt,  M  nne  doubt  would  be  to  your  credit  here 
lod  hfrenflrr,  where  are  ye  tu  uet  the  PiUer?" 

"I  have  rnoii^h  of  money,"  Kaid  I,  atieinplinf;  (o 
reach  my  hnnd  towards  my  side- pocket ;  "unluo^f: 
tkeff  bandui^iii,  and  I  will  finy  vou  on  the  spot." 

Hi*  him  appeared  to  move  ner,  and  she  was  ap- 
proaching the  Dedside,  ns  I  hoped,  to  lihcmte  inc  from 
D]rbond!i.  when  n  nearer  ami  more  d(«penite  ehout 
WM  beard,  as  if  the  rioters  were  close  by  the  hut. 

"Idaurna— I  daurna."  said  the  poor  woman,  "they 
umid  murder  me  and  my  hinnie  Willie  baith,  and 
tJKyhave  mis^idedus  aneuch  already;— but  if  there 
iiiny  thin{;  worldly  1  could  do  for  your  honour,  leave 
oollooains  ye?" 

What  she*  wiid  recalled  me  to  my  bodily  suflerinpr. 
Afftaiion,  and  the  ctfeots  of  the  iisape  I  had  received, 
ud  produced  a  burning  thirst.  I  asked  for  a  drink  of 
viter. 

"Heaven  Almighty  forbid  that  Epps  Ainslie  should 
■e any  nek  gentleman  cauld  well-water,  and  him  in  a 
mer.  Nh,  na,  hinnie,  let  me  alane,  I'll  do  letter  for 
|<e  than  the  like  of  that." 

"Give  nie  what  you  will,"  I  replied ;  "let  it  but  be 
liauid  and  cool." 

The  woman  k^vc  me  a  lan^o  horn  accordin^sly,  filled 
with  spirits  and  %vater,  which,  without  minute  in- 
qairy  concerning  the  nature  of  its  contents,  I  drained 
It  a  draught.  Either  the  spirits  taken  in  such  a  mun- 
oer,  acUfd  more  suddenly  than  u^^ual  on  my  bruin,  or 
dK  there  was  some  drug  mixed  with  the  beverage. 
Irrmrmber  little, after  drinking  it  of]',  only  that  the 

Searance  of  things  around  me  becnme  nidistinctj 
I  the  woman's  form  seemed  to  multiply  itself,  anu 
foflil  in  various  figun-r<  around  me,  bearing  the  same 
beaments  as  she  hersi>lf  did.  I  remember  a  I  go  thai 
the  discordant  noises  and  cries  of  tho^e  without  the 
cottage  seemed  to  die  away  in  a  hum  like  that  with 
vhicn  a  nurse  hushes  her  babe.  At  leneth  I  fell  into 
•deep  sound  sleep,  or  rather,  a  state  of  absolute  in- 
msibility. 

I  have  reason  to  think  this  specicfi  of  trance  lasted 
for  many  hours ;  indeed,  for  the  whole  subsi^auent  day 
lod  part  of  the  night.  It  was  not  uniformly  so  pro- 
fMnd,  £oT  my  rp-colTection  of  it  is  chequered  witli  many 
divains,  all  of  a  painful  nature,  but  t<Ni  faint  and  too 
iodiatinct  to  be  rcmt-mbered.  At  length  the  moment 
flf  waking  ciinie,  and  my  sensaticms  were  horrible. 

A  deep  HOund,  which,  in  the  confusion  of  my  seufies, 
lidemitied  with  ttie  cries  of  the  rioters,  wus'the  first 
(hiiigof  which  I  was  sensible;  next,  I  became  con- 
Nious  that  I  was  carried  violently  forward  in  some 
conveyance,  with  an  unaiual  motion,  which  gave  me 
tnuch  pain.  BIy  position  was  horizontal,  and  when  I 
itlenipted  to  stretch  my  hands  in  order  to  tin<l  some 
Dwde  of  s<.curing  myself  against  this  si)ecie8  of  sufPer- 
ntL  I  fuimd  I  was  bound  as  hrfore,  and  the  horrible 
reality  riu^hed  on  mv  mind,  that  I  was  in  the  hands  of 
Jioae  who  had  lately  ctmimitted  a  great  outrage  on 
xoperty,  and  were  now  about  to  kidnap,  if  not  to 
nurder  me.  I  ofjened  my  I'yes,  it  was  to  no  purrK».se— 
dl  around  mc  was  dark,  fur  a  dayhnd  pass<ed  over 
luring  my  captivity.  A  dii^Mritin;:!  sickness  upprefsed 
ny  hf^-ad — my  heart  seemed  on  tire,  while  my  feet  and 
lands  were  chilled  and  lu'iuimhed  with  want  of  circu- 
ation.  It  was  with  the  utmo.*<t  diliiciiliy  that  I  at 
eogth,  and  gradually,  recovered  in  a  sufficient  degree 
he  power  of  observing  external  sounds  and  cirriini- 
»tanc(  «i;  and  when  I  did  so,  they  presented  nothing 
xmsolatory. 

Grcfping  with  my  hands,  as  far  as  the  bandages 
vould  fif  rniit,  and  receiving  the  assistance  of  some 
Kcasional  glances  of  the  inoonlis:ht,  I  became  aware 
bat  the  carriage  in  which  I  was  trniiMiortiKl  was  one 
if  the  light  carts  of  the  country,  called  tumbUrh,  and 
Jiat  a  little  atteniinn  had  U;en  paid  to  my  accommo. 
lation,  as  I  was  laid  ui)ou  some  Hacks  covered  with 
natting,  and  (illeti  with  straw.  Without  these,  my 
iuDdition  would  have  been  still  mor^^  intolerable,  for 
;be  vehicrb^,  sinking  now  on  one  side,  and  now  on  the 
ither.  Minieiimes  sticking  absolutely  fat«t.  and  re- 
luiring  the  utmost  exertions  of  the  animal  whicli  drew 
t  to  |)ut  it  once  more  in  motion,  was  subjected  to 
oils  in  all  d.rectioiis,  which  were  very  K'vere.  At 
mJux  Umea  it  rolled  silently  and  smoothly  over  what 


sei^nied  to  be  wet  sand ;  and.  88  I  heard  tbo  distant 
roar  of  the  tide,  I  had  little  doubt  that  we  were  en- 
gaged in  pasi^ing  the  formidable  estuary  which  dividea 
the  two  kingdoms). 

There  set^mcd  to  be  at  least  five  or  six  people  about 
the  can,  some  on  foot,  others  on  horseback  ;  the  for- 
mer lent  a*«sistance  whenever  it  was  in  danger  of  up- 
setting, or  sticking  fast  in  the  quicksand :  the  others 
rode  l>efore  and  acted  as  guides,  often  changing  the 
direction  of  the  vehicle  as  the  precarious  state  of  the 
pas.saue  required. 

I  addre^'d  myself  to  the  men  around  the  cart,  and 
endeavoured  to  move  tlieir com>»assion.  I  had  harmed, 
I  said,  no  one,  and  for  no  action  in  my  life  had  de- 
served such  cruel  treniinent.  I  had  no  concern  what- 
ever in  the  fishing  station  which  had  incurred  their 
disjfleasure,  and  iny  acquaintance  with  Mr.  Geddes 
was  of  a  ver>'  late  date.  Lastly,  and  as  my  strongest 
argument,  I  endeavoured  to  excite  their  fears,  by  in- 
forming them  that  my  rank  in  life  would  riot  permit 
me  to  be  either  murdered  or  secreted  with  impunity ; 
and  to  interest  their  avarice,  by  the  promises  I  made 
them  of  reward,  if  they  would  efTect  my  deliverance. 
I  only  received  a  scornful  laugh  in  nply  to  my  threats ; 
my  promisi's  might  have  done  more^  for  the  fellowa 
were  whispering  together  as  if  in  hesitation,  and  I  be- 
gan to  reiterate  and  increaw  my  oflera  when  the  voice 
of  one  of  the  horsemen,  who  had  suddenly  come  up, 
enjoined  silence  to  the  men  on  foot,  and,  approaching 
the  side  of  the  cart,  said  to  me,  with  a  strong  and  de- 
termined voice,  *'  Young  man,  there  is  no  personal 
harm  designed  to  you.  If  you  remain  sdent  and  quiet, 
you  may  ri-Tkon  (m  good  treatment ;  but  if  you  endea- 
vour U)  tamper  with  these  men  in  the  execution  of 
their  duty,  1  will  take  such  measures  for  silencing 
you,  as  you  shall  remember  the  longest  day  you  hava 
to  live.'*^ 

I  thought  I  knew  the  voice  which  uttered  these 
threats ;  but,  in  such  a  situation,  my  pircept ions  could 
not  be  supp«)sed  to  be  perfectly  accurate.  I  was  con- 
tented to  reply,  ''Whoever  you  are  that  speak  to  me, 
I  entreat  the  benefit  of  the  meanest  prisoner,  who  is 
not  to  be  subjected  legally  to  greater  haitlship  than  is 
necessary  for  the  restraint  ol  his  perwjn.  I  entreat 
that  these  Iwnds,  which  hurt  me  so  cruelly,  may  be 
slackened  at  lea.««t,  if  not  removed  altogether." 

"I  will  slacken  the  belts,"  said  the  former  speaker ; 
"nay,  I  will  altogether  remove  them,  and  allow  you 
to  pursue  your  journey  in  a  more  convenient  manner, 
pri)vidtxl  you  will  give  me  your  word  of  honour  that 
you  will  not  attempt  an  escape." 

"  AVrrr.'''  I  answered,  with  an  energy  of  which 
despair  alone  could  have  rr-n(tred  me  capable— "I 
will  jifftr  submit  to  loss  of  freedom  a  moment  longer 
than  I  am  subject!  d  to  it  by  force." 

"Enough,"  he  replied;  'M he  sentiment  is  natural; 
but  do  not  on  your  side  complain  that  I.  who  am  car- 
rying on  aniinportant  undertaking,  use  the  only  means 
in  my  power  for  ensuring  its  success." 

I  entreated  to  know  what  it  was  designed  to  do 
with  me;  but  my  conductor,  in  a  voice  of  menacing 
authority,  di«ired  me  to  be  silent  on  myi>eril ;  and  my 
strength  and  spirits  W(n>  too  iiiueh  exhausted  to  per- 
mit my  continuing  a  dial(»gue  so  singular,  even  if 
1  could  have  promiMHl  m>self  any  good  result  by 
doing  so.  . 

It  IS  |>roper  here  to  add,  that,  from  my  recollections 
at  the  time,  and  fnmi  what  has  since-  taken  place,  I 
have  the  strongest  possible  belief  that  the  man  with 
whom  I  held  this  excostulalion,  was  the  singidarpeT- 
son  residing  at  Hrokenburn,  in  Dumfri*  s-t hire,  ami 
called  by  the  fishers  i>f  that  hambt,  the  Laird  of  the 
Solway  Lochs.  The  cause  for  his  inveterate  ptrsccu- 
tion  I  cannot  pretend  even  to  guess  at.      ,        .,         , 

In  the  mean  time,  the  carl  was  dragged  heavily  and 
wearily  on,  until  the  nearer  roar  of  the  advancing  tido 
excitJ-d  the  nppn  he nsion  of  another  danger.  I  could 
not  mistake  tne  sound,  which  I  had  heard  upon  an- 
other occasion,  when  it  was  only  the  spetd  of  a  fleet 
h(»rj«e  which  s-ivr-d  me  from  jN'rishing  in  the  quick- 
sands. Thou,  my  dear  Alan,  canst  not  but  remember 
theformf  r  <:ircumstnn<es;  and  now,  wonderful  con- 
trast !  the  very  man,  to  the  best  of  mvbeli«T.  who  thisn 
saved  inu  from  peril  was  the  leader  of  the  lawu^ 
16» 
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band  who  had  d*»prh'rd  mo  of  my  liberty.  I  conjec- 
tured that  the  danger  fO^'W  imniinpnt;  for  I  hennl 
some  words  and  rircumstanrea  which  made  me  aware 
that  a  rider  hatdiljr  faMonod  hi.s  own  horsi'  to  the 
iihafts  of  the  cart,  in  urricr  to  assist  the  exhauRtcd 
animal  which  drew  it,  and  the  vhicle  wan  now  pulled 
forward  ut  a  fanier  pare,  which  the  horneji  wi*re  ur^ 
to  maintain  hjr  blown  and  ciirsi^.  The  men,  however, 
were  inhahilants  of  the  neichbourhood ;  and  I  had 
8'.ron^  personal  reanon  fohelicve,  that  one  of  them,  at 
lsa»t,  wns  intimately  acquainted  with  all  the  detnha 
and  shallows  of  the  perilous  paths  in  which  we  were 
enKa>?od.  But  they  were  in  imminent  danger  them- 
selves ;  and  if  no,  as  from  the  whispcrin:;  and  exertions 
to  push  on  with  the  cart,  was  mu^-h  to  bo  apprehended, 
there  was  little  doubt  that  I  should  h(>  loft  beiiind  as  a 
useless  encumbrance,  and  that  while  I  wns  in  a  con- 
dition which  rendered  every  chance  of  escaiw  imprac- 
ticable. These  were  awful  apprehensions;  but  it 
pleased  Providence  to  increase.'  them  to  a  point  which 
my  brain  was  scarcely  able  to  endun*. 

As  we  approacheil  very  near  to  a  black  line,  which, 
dimly  visible  as  it  was,  I  could  make  out  to  be  the 
shore,  we  heard  two  or  three  sounds,  which  appearetl 
to  be  the  report  of  fire-anns.  Immediatelv  all  wns 
bustle  ainoni!  our  party  to  jjret  forward.  Presently 
a  fellow  frallopcMl  up  to  us.  cryini?  out,  "  Ware  hawk ! 
ware  hawk !  the  land-sharks  are  out  from  BuPt^li,  and 
Allonhy  Tom  will  lose  his  cargo  if  yuu  do  not  bear  a 
hand.'*^ 

Most  of  my  company  seemed  to  make  hastily  for 
the  shore  on  receiving  this  inicnigtnce,  A  driver  was 
left  with  the  cart ;  but  at  length,  when,  after  repeated 
and  hair-breadth  escapes,  it  actually  stuck  fast  in  a 
elough  or  quicksand,  the  fi-llow  with  an  oath  cut  the 
harness,  anrl,  as  I  nresnme.  dcj^arcwi  with  the  horses, 
whose  fcpt  I  heard  splashin;;  over  the  wet  sand,  and 
through  the  shallows,  as  hefralJoiKtl  off. 

The  dro[>pinjf  sound  of  fire-arms  was  still  continued, 
but  lost  almost  entirely  in  the  thunder  of  the  advancing 
surge.  By  a  desrHirate  effort  I  raised  mysi'lf  in  the 
carL  and  attaineil  a  sitting  posturo  which  eorvr-d  only 
to  show  me  the  extent  of  my  danger.  Theni  lay  my 
native  land— mv own  Kngland— the  land  where!  was 
boi-n,  and  to  which  my  wishes,  since  my  earliest  agn, 
had  turricfi  with  all  the  prejudices  of  national  fettling 
—there  it  lay,  within  a  furlong  of  the  place  wheR-  I 
yet  was;  that  furlong  which  an  infant  would  have 
racfd  over  in  a  minute,  wns  yet  a  barrier  effectual  to 
divide  me  for  ever  from  Kngland  and  from  life.  I 
soon  not  only  heard  the  ronr  of  this  dreadful  torrent, 
hut  saw,  by  tlio  fitful  moonlight,  the  foamv  crests  of 
the  devouring  wnvw.Tis  thry  advanced  witn  the  speed 
and  fury  of  a  pock  of  hungrv  wolvos. 

The  consciousness  that  the  slightest  ray  of  hope  or 
power  of  Blrugglins.  was  not  left  me,  quite  overcame 
the  constancy  which  I  had  hitherto  mnintaine<l.  My 
eyes  be^an  to  swim— my  head  srrew  idddyand  mad 
with  fear— r  chatter«.'d  and  howled  to  the  howling  and 
roaring  sea.  One  or  two  prent  waves  already  reachwl 
the  cart,  when  the  conductor  of  the  party  whom  I 
have  mentioned  so  often,  was,  an  if  by  magic  at  mv 
side.  He  sprmjf;  from  his  horse  into  the  vehicle,  cut 
the  ligatures  which  rosimincd  me,  and  bade  me  get 
up.  and  mount  in  the  fiend's  name. 

Seeing  I  was  incapable  of  oi)eying,'  ho  seixed  me, 
as  if  I  had  been  a  child  of  six  months  old,  threw  me 
across  the  horse,  sprung  on  behind,  supporting  with 
one  hand,  while  he  directed  the  animal  with  the  other. 
In  my  helpless  and  painful  posture^  I  was  unconscious 
of  the  degree  of  dangtT  which  we  incurred;  but  I  be- 
lieve at  one  time  the  horse  was  swimminv,  or  nearlv 
bo;  and  that  it  was  with  diiTiculty.  that  my  stem  and 
powerful  assistant  kept  my  head  above  water.  I  re- 
member particularly  the  shmk  which  I  felt  when  the 


probably  exceed  two  or  three  minutes,  yet  sostronsiy 
were  they  marked  with  horror  and  agony,  that  they 
aeem  to  my  recollection  a  much  more  considerable 
apace  of  time. 

.  When  I  had  been  thus  snatched  from  destruc- 
tion, i  had  ouly  power  to  say  to  my  protector,— iwr 


oppressor,- Ibr  he  mented  either  name  at  my  haiid^ 
"  You  do  nut,  then,  design  to  murder  nie?'* 

Hh  laughed  as  he  replied,  but  it  was  a  aort  of 
laugliter  which  I  scarce  desire  to  hi'ar  again. — "Else 
you  think  I  had  let  the  waves  do  their  work  7  Bol 
rernemlier,  the  shepherd  saves  his  slicep  from  the 
torrent— is  it  to  preserve  its  life?— Re  suenl,  how- 
ever, with  questions  or  entreaties.  What  I  ntean  lo 
do,  thou  canst  no  more  discover  or  prevent,  than  « 
man,  with  his  bare  palm,  can  scoop  dry  the  ftiolway.' 

I  was  too  much  exhausted  to  continue  the  aica* 
ment ;  and,  still  numbed  and  torpid  in  all  my  \inSm, 
permitted  myself  without  reluctance  to  be  placed  on 
a  horse  bn)ught  for  the  purposi^  My  furmiaable  con- 
ductor riNle  iin  the  one  side,  and  another  person  on 
the  other,  kd-ping  me  upright  in  the  aaddie.  In  thn 
manner  we  travellH  forward  at  a  considerable  rate: 
and  by  by-roads,  with  which  my  attendant  seemed ai 
familiar  as  with  the  periloiM  passages  of  the  Solwiy. 

At  length,  after  stumbling  through  a  lab>Tinth  of 
dark  and  deep  lanes,  and  crossing  more  than  one 
n>ugh  and  barren  hc-jth,  we  found  ourselves  on  the 
edgfM>f  a  high-road,  where  a  chaise  and  four  awaited, 
as  it  ap|>cared,  our  arrival.  To  my  laeat  reliet  we 
now  changed  our  mode  of  conveyance ;  for  my  cuib- 
ness  and  headoche  had  returned  in  so  atnmg^  a  desne^ 
that  I  shotild  otherwise  have  been  totally  unable  to 
keep  my  seat  on  horseback,  even  with  the  support 
which  I  received. 

My  doubted  and  dangerous  companion  signed  to 
me  to  enter  the  carnage— the  man  who  had  ridden 
on  the  left  side  of  mv  horse  stemied  in  after  me,  and. 
drawing  up  the  blinds  of  the  vehicle,  gave  the  signal 
for  instant  departure. 

I  had  obtained  a  glimpse  oftheroimtenancc  of  my 
new  companion,  as  by  the  aid  of  a  dark  lanaem  the 
drivers  opened  the  carria^^  door,  and  I  was  well  nigh 
persuaded  that  I  recognised  in  him  the  domestic  of 
the  leader  of  this  party,  whom  I  had  seen  at  his  house 
in  Brokenburn  on  a  hirmer  occasion.  To  asoertaio' 
the  truth  of  my  suspicion,  I  asked  him  whether  his 
name  wns  not  C^ristnl  Ni.xon. 

"What  is  otlier  ftdk's  names  to  you."  he  replied, 
gruffly',  "who  cannot  tell  your  own  father  and  mo- 

'*  Vou  know  them,  perhaps?'*  I  exclaimed eageiiy. 
"You  know  them !  and  with  that  st'cret  iseonnectai 
the  treatment  which  I  am  now  receiving?  Ii  must 
he  set,  for  in  my  life  have  1  never  injured  any  one. 
Tell  me  the  cause  of  my  misfortune.*,  or  rather,  help 
me  to  my  liberty,  and  I  will  reward  yo»i  richly." 

"  Ay,  ay,"  replied  my  keept>r ;  but  what  uss  to 
give  you  li'bertv,  who  know  nothing  how  to  use  it  like 
a  gentleman,  but  spend  yimr  time  with  Quakers  and 
fiddlers,  and  such-like  rafi'?  If  I  was  your— henn 
hem.  hem !" 

Here  C^ristal  stopped  short,  just  on  the  point,  as 
it  appeared,  when  some  information  was  likely  to 
escape  him.  I  urged  him  once  more  to  be  my  friend, 
and  promised  him  all  the  stock  of  money  which  I 
had  about  me,  and  it  was  not  inconsiderable,  if  ha 
would  assist  in  my  escape. 

He  listened,  as  if  to  a  proposition  which  had  soma 
interest,  and  replied,  but  in  a  voice  rather  softer  than 
before,  *'  Ay,  but  men  do  not  catch  old  birds  with 
chatfl  my  master.  Where  have  you  got  the  rhino  you 
are  so  flush  of?" 

"I  will  <nve  you  earnest  directly,  and  that  in  bank- 
notes," Kiid  I :  but,  thnisting  my  hand  into  my  wide- 
pocket,  I  found  my  pocketbook  was  gone.  I  would 
have  persuaded  mys^'lf  that  it  was  only  the  numb- 
ness of  my  hands  which  prevenu?d  my  finding  it; 
but  Cristal  Nixon,  wholH'arsin  his  countenance  that 
c>^icism  which  is  especially  entertaimid  with  human 
misery,  no  longer  supprt*ssed  his  laughter. 

"On,  ho!  my  young  master,"  he^said;  "we  have 
taken  good  enoushcare  you  hav#«not  kept  the  means 
of  bribing  poor  folk's  fidelity.  Whai,  man,  they  hav« 
souls  as  well  as  other  people,  and  to  nmke  ihem 
bn>ak  tmst  is  a  deadly  fin.  And  as  for  me,  younff 
gentleman,  if  vou  would  fill  Saint  Mary's  Kirk  with 
gold,  Cristal  N^ixon  would  mind  it  no  more  than  so 
many  chucky-sinnej«." 

I  would  hiive  persiatod,  were  it  but  in  hopes  ul  his 
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}rop  that  which  it  concerned  me  to  know, 

ut  ofT  further  communication,  by  desiring  nie 

sack  in  the  corner  and  go  to  sleep. 

u  art  cockbraincd  enough  alri'ady,"  he  added, 

e  shall  have  thy  young  pateuddled  entirely,  if 

lot  take  suine  natural  rtAt." 

iDde«Hl  require  repose,  if  not  slumber;  the 

which  I  had  taken  continued  to  operate,  and 

m  iiiv  own  mind  that  no  attempt  on  my  li:e 
uuneu,  the  fear  of  instant  deuili  no  longer 
cTthe  ton>or  which  crept  over  me— I  slept, 
t  soundly,  but  still  without  refreshment. 

I  awoke,  I  found  myself  extremely  indis- 
mages  of  the  past,  and  anticipations  of  the 
louted  confusedly  through  my  Drain.  I  per- 
hawever,  that  my  biiuutien  was  changed, 
or  the  better.    I  was  hi  a  good  btnl,  with  the 

drawn  round  it ;  I  heard  the  luwered  voice 
tioua  step  of  attendants,  who  seemed  to  re- 
\f  n-pose;  it  appcure^d  as  if  I  was  in  the  hands 
'friends,  or  of  such  as  meant  me  no  personal 

give  but  an  indistinct  account  of  two  or  three 
and  feverish  davs  which  succeeded,  but  if 
re  cht^ucred  %vitn  dreams  and  visions  of  ter- 
raod  more  agrerable  object.^  were  also  some- 
Bsented.  Alan  Fairford  will  understand  me 
Bay,  I  am  convinced  I  saw  G.  M.  during  this 
ot  oblivion.  I  bad  mtnlical  attendance,  and 
d  more  than  once.  I  also  remember  a  pain- 
ation  (KTfornitd  on  my  head,  where  I  had 
a  severe  blow  on  the  ni.:;lftt  of  the  riot.  My 
9  cut  short,  and  the  bone  of  the  skull  ex- 
to  discover  if  the  cranium  had  received  any 

Hng  the  physician,  it  would  have  been  natural 
appealed  to  him  on  the  subject  of  my  contine- 
id  I  remember  more  than  once  attempting  to 
But  the  fever  lay  like  a  spell  upon  my  tongue, 
en  I  would  have  implored  the  doctor  s  a.ssist- 
-ambled  from  the  subiect,  and  spoke  I  know 
t— nonsense.  Some  pow»r,  which  I  was  iin> 
resist,  Mx;med  to  impel  me  into  a  ditVerent 
if  iHiuversation  from  what  I  intended,  and 
conscious,  in  some  degree,  of  the  failure,  I 
>t  mend  it;  and  resolved,  therefore,  to  be  pa- 
til  my  capacity  of  sUuidy  thought  andexpres- 
fl  restored  to  me  with  my  onlinary  health, 
ad  sustained  a  si'vere  shock  from  the  vicis.si 
which  I  had  been  exposed.* 


CHAPTER  V. 

:■  Latimer's  journal,  ix  continuation. 

T  thr^e  days,  perhaps  more,  perhaps  less,  had 
fnt  in  bed,  where  I  was  carefully  attende<l, 
ted,  1  ht'.icve,  with  as  much  judgment  as  the 
lired,  and  I  was  at  length  allowed  to  quit  my 
if;h  not  th(!  ehamb(>r.  I  was  now  more  able 
BOiuo  observation  on  the  place  of  my  con- 

'  br  Item  montionrd.  thnt  a  vinlrnt  nnd  popular  atuck 
t  Ihe  ntuntrf  people  iif  tliiH  duiirirt  ronmilf'rrd  an  an 
f  liM'ir  tiiihinff  riclit,  in  by  no  meiin^  an  iinpmlmtJc 
Ktrllf  aHtr  itic  dune  of  the  Am*>rican  war.  Hir  Janipn 
r  NetlM*rhf  ennritnirted  a  danidikc  or  rauld,  arro^H 
t  a  plucK  whitrp  it  tloMirrd  tlirourti  lii«  e^into,  itiouKti 
ricin.  and  iho  principal  part  of  t\»  emtne,  in  Hroiland. 
MrrH-r  at  Nethf^rby  wa«  n)nllidl•^^d  ait  an  nnrroiidi- 
ailaled  to  prt^wnt  tlif  i^linoii  fntin  aitcrndin?  into 
and  the  riirlit  of  nrttrtinr  it  b(;in|r  an  inU,>matiunal 
r  law  bHwixt  tlip  iiixtpr  kinrloiiit.  there  wa«  mi  court 
nmiirtcnt  to  it*  dKciiion.  in  thi^  dilemma.  th«  ."^otJ 
wmhlrd  in  numtH>r«  by  tiniHl  of  riK'Uet  lighiB.  and, 
|Ad  with  fowlingpieRon,  AittmiM'Mrii.  and  «urh  rualir 
inmrr!ii*d  tn  thf  liankii  of  the  river  for  tli<>  puri>ont  of 
mn  Ihi*  dam-dike  ob>>etitd  tn.  Kir  JanHn  Graham 
ny  of  lii*  own  p(^«m>I<'  to  protcrt  his  property,  and  tiad 
lary  fnini  Tariiiile  fur  tlip  Miin«*  purJMiM).  A  renewal 
rd«r  want  had  neatly  taken  plure  in  tliM  «>ichiiM>iith 
rti^n  prudiMice  and  modiTalion  on  both  mdiiiMivtid 
4ilt,  and  pi'rhap*  iofnebliHid*<lic-d.  The  KriidiHli  pro- 
naenled  tliat  a  br«arh  Hhould  be  nwidi>  in  hi«  dam- 
'i«at  for  the  paiwaen  of  I  ho  tl^h.  and  ilmii  rtinioved  the 
rnevanrt).  I  believe  the  river  ha«  mncc  tiiat  tinie 
DMttrr  into  it*  own  dUpoMl,  and  eotirely  awepl  away 
lika  in  mutation 


The  room,  in  appearance  and  fumiturp,  resembled 
the  best  apartment  in  a  farmer*shou>ie;  and  the  win- 
dow, two  Florins  high,  looked  into  a  baek-yard,  or 
court,  filled  with  i>oultry.  There  were  the  iisual  do- 
mestic officrs  aliout  this  yard.  I  could  distinguish 
thcbrewhouseand  the  bam,  and  I  heard  from  a  more 
remote  building,  the  lowing  of  the  cattle  and  other 
rural  sounds,  announcing  a  large  and  well-stocked 
farm.  Thest;  were  sif^hts  and  sounds  qualified  to  dis- 
pel  any  apprehension  of  immediate  violence.  Vet  the 
building  seemed  ancient  and  strong,  a  part  of  the  roof 
was  battlcmented,  and  the  walls  were  of  great  thick- 
ness; lastly,  I  observed  with  some  unpleasant  sensa- 
tions, that  the  windows  of  my  chamber  had  been 
lately  S4>cu red  with  iron  stanchions,  and  that  the  ser- 
vant's who  brought  me  victuals,  or  visited  my  apart- 
ment to  rvnder  other  menial  offices,  always  locked 
the  door  when  they  retired. 

The  comfort  and  cleanliness  of  my  chamber  were 
of  tnie  English  growth,  and  such  as  I  had  rarely  seen 
on  the  other  side  of  the  Tweed ;  the  vr ry  old  wain- 
scot, which  composed  the  floor  and  the  panelling  of 
the  room,  was  scrubljed  with  a  degree  of  labour  which 
the  Scottish  housewife  rarely  bestows  on  her  inost 
costly  furniture. 

,  The  whole  apartments  appropnated  to  my  nse  con- 
sisted of  the  Inxlroom,  a  small  parlour  adjacent, 
within  which  was  a  still  smaller  closet,  having  a  nar- 
row window,  which  s(H.'med  ancii^ntly  to  have  been 
us4'd  as  a  shot -hole,  admitting,  indeed,  a  very  mode- 
rate portion  of  light  and  air,  but  without  its  bemg  pos^ 
sible  to  see  any  thing  from  it  except  the  blue  sky,  and 
that  only  by  mountmg  on  a  chair._  There  were  ap- 
nea ranees  of  a  separate  entrance  into  this  cabinet, 
besides  that  which  communicated  with  the  parlour, 
but  it  had  been  recently  built  up,  as  1  discovered,  by 
removing  a  piece  of  laiKstry  which  covered  the  fresn 
mason- work.  I  found  some  of  my  clothes  here,  with 
linen  and  other  articles,  as  well  as  my  writing  case, 
containing;  pen,  ink,  and  paper,  which  enables  mc, 
at  my  leisun.',  (which,  God  knows,  is  undisturbed 
enough,)  to  make  this  record  of  my  confinement.  It 
may  be  well  believed,  liowevi  r,  that  I  do  not  trust  to 
the  security  of  the  bureau,  but  carry  the  written  sheets 
about  my  person^  so  that  I  can  only  be  deprived  of 
them  by  actual  violence.  1  also  oni  cautious  to  write 
in  the  little  cabinet  only,  so  that  I  can  hear  any  per- 
son approach  me  through  the  other  apartments,  and 
havf>  time  enough  to  put  aside  my  journal  before  they 
come  upon  me. 


The  servantSL  a  stout  country  fellow,  and  a  very 
.  reity  milkmaid-looking  lass,  bv  whom  I  am  attimdeu, 
(t^-em  of  the  true  Joan  and  Hodge  school,  thinking  of 


little,  and  de-^ring  nothing,  beyond  the  very  linuted 
sphere  of  their  own  duties  and  enioyments,  and  hav- 
ing no  ciirioFity  whatever  aliout  the  affairs  of  others. 
Their  liehaviour  to  me,  in  particular,  is,  at  the  same 
time,  very  kind  and  very  provoking.  My  table  is 
abundantly  supplicfi,  and  they  seem  anxious  to  com- 

i)ly  with  my  taste  in  that  department.  But  whenever 
make  inquiries  beyond  '*what*8  for  diniier,"  the 
bnite  of  a  lad  baflles  me  by  his  anan,  and  his  dunna 
knaie.  and,  if  hard  pressed,  turns  hia  back  on  me 
composedly,  and  leavi's  the  room.  The  girl,  loo,  pre- 
tenils  to  be  as  simple  as  he ;  but  an  arch  gnn,  which 
she  cannot  always  suppress,  seems  to  acknowledge 
that  she  understands  pi>rfectly  well  the  game  wliich 
she  is  plnying,  and  is  determined  to  keep  me  in  igno- 
rance, lioth  of  them,  and  the  wench  m  particular, 
treat  me  as  they  would  do  a  spoilt  child,  and  never 
dire4>ily  refust'  me  any  thing  which  I  ask,  taking  care, 
at  the  same  time,  not  to  make  their  words  good  by 
etrectually  granting  my  request.  Thus,  if  I  desire  to 
go  out,  I  am  promised  t>y  Dorcas  that  I  shall  walk  in 
the  park  nt  night  and  see  the  cx>wff  milked,  iust  as  bhe 
would  proposff  such  an  amusement  to  a  cnild..  But 
she  takes  care  never  to  keep  her  word,  if  it  is  in  her 
power  to  do  so. 

In  the  meiin  time,  there  has  stolen  on  mo  insen- 
sibly an  indiirerence  to  my  free<loiii— a  cb^eleesnesA 
alK)iit  my  situation,  forwhieh  I  am  unable  tt  account, 
unhiM  it  l>e  the  consi^quence  of  weakiuws  un  '  losa  of 
blood.  -I  have-read  of  men  who,  immured  l^I  am- 
have  lurprised  the  world  by  tlie  addreat  v(\!L^  ^Htif*^ 
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they  have  succmafully  oyercome  the  most  formidahle 
obstacles  to  their  escape;  nmi  when  I  have  hfanl 
iuch  anecdotes,  I  have  said  to  inyseif,  that  no  one 
who  is  pos(k.>s9ed  onlyof  afnisment  of  freci<tonc  or  a 
rusty  nail,  to  grind  down  rivets  and  to  pick  loiTkn. 
bavinf;  his  full  l»;isure  to  employ  in  the  task,  need 
continue  the  inhabitant  of  a  prison.  Here,  however, 
I  at.  day  afuT  day,  without  a  sinj^le  eiibrt  to  cfllect 
my  liberation. 

Vet  my  inactivity,  is  not  the  result  of  despondency* 
but  arises,  in  part  at  least,  from  feelings  of  a  very 
different  cast.  My  story,  long  a  mysterious  one, 
■cems  now  upon  the  verge  of  some  strange  develop- 
ment ;  and  I  feci  a  solemn  impression  that  I  ou^ht  to 
wait  the  course  of  events,  to  struggle  against  whic.h  is 
opp4.>8ing  mv  feeble  elForts  to  trie  hi^h  will  of  fate. 
Thou,  my  Alan,  wilt  treat  as  timidity  this  passive 
acquiescence,  which  has  sunk  down  on  me  like  a  be- 
nuiniung  torpor;  but  if  thou  hast  remembered  by 
what  virions  my  couch  was  haunted,  and  dost  but 
think  of  the  probability  that  I  am  in  the  vicinitv, 
perhaps  under  the  same  roof  with  G.  M.,  thou  wut 
Acknowledge  that  other  feelings  than  pusillanimity 
have  tended  in  some  degree  to  reconcile  me  to  my 
fate.   ' 

Still  I  own  It  is  unmanly  to  submit  with  patience 
to  this  oppressive  confinement.  My  heart  rises  against 
it,  especially  when  I  sit  down  to  record  my  sufferings 
in  this  Journal ;  and  I  am  determinnl,  as  the  first 
step  to  my  deliverance,  to  have  my  letters  sent  to  the 
post-house. 

I  am  disappointed.  When  the  girl  Dorcas,  upon 
whom  I  had  fixed  for  a  messenger,  heard  me  tnlK  of 
lending  a  letter,  she  willingly  offered  her  services, 
and  received  the  crown  which  I  gave  her,  (for  my 
purse  had  not  taken  flight  with  tiie  more  valuable 
contents  of  my  pocket  book,)  with  a  smile  which 
showed  her  whole  set  of  white  teeth. 
,  But  when,  with  the  purpose  of  gaining  some  intel- 
ligence respecting  my  present  place  of  abode,  I  asked, 
to  which  post-town  she  was  to  Bvnd  or  carry  the 
letter,  a  stolid  "iljuin"  showed  me  she  was  either 
ignorant  of  the  nature  of  a  post-of!ice,  or  that,  for  the 
present,  she  chose  to  seem  so.—"  Simpleton  J"  I  said, 
with  some  sharpness. 

"O  Lord,  sirT'  answered  the  girl,  turning  pale, 
which  they  always  do  when  I  show  any  sparks  of 
anger,—"  Don't  put  yourself  in  a  passion !— Fll  put 
the  letter  in  the  post." 

"  What !  and  not  know  the  name  of  the  posi>- 
town  ?"  said  I,  out  of  patience.  "How  on  earth  do 
you  propose  to  manage  that  ?" 

"La  you  there,  good  master.  What  need  you 
frighten  a  poor  girl  that  is  no  schollard,  bating  what 
she  learned  at  the  Charity-School,  of  Saint  Bees?" 

"Is  Saint  Bees  far  from  this  place,  Dorcas?— Do 
you  send  your  letters  there?"  said  I,  in  a  manner  as 
insinuating,  and  yet  careless  as  I  could  assume. 

"  Saint  Bees !— La,  who  but  a  madman— begging 
your  honour|s  pardon— it's  a  matter  of  twenty  years 
since  fader  lived  at  Saint  Bees,  which  is  twenty,  or 
ibrty,  or  I  duima  know  not  how  many  miles  from 
this  part,  to  the  West,  on  the  coast-side ;  and  I  would 
not  have  left  Saint  Bees,  but  that  fader" 

"Oh,  the  devil  take  your  father !"  replied  L 

To  which  she  answered,  "  Nay,  but  thof  your  hon- 
our be  a  little  how-come-so,  you  shouldn't  damn 
folk's  faders;  and  1  won't  stand  to  it,  for  one.** 

"  Oh,  I  b«?  you  a  thousand  pardons— I  wish  your 
father  no  ill  in  the  world— he  was  a  very  honest  man 
in  his  way." 

"  Wae  an  honest  man !"  she  exclaimed ;  for  the 
Cumbrians  are.  it  would  seem,  like  their  neighbours 
the  Scotch,  tieklish  on  the  point  of  ancestry,—"  He 
U  a  very  honest  man,  as  ever  led  nag  with  hnltcr  on 
head  to  Siancshaw-Bank  Fair— Honest !— He  is  a 
horse-couper." 

"Right,  Right,"  I  replie<l;  "I  know  it— I  have 
leard  of  your  father— as  honest  as  any  horse^oonper 
uf  thrm  all.  Why,  Dorcas,  I  mean  to  buy  a  horse  of 
Irim." 

"  Ah,  your  honour,**  sighed  Dorcas,  "he  is  the  man 
cs  serve  youi  honour  well— if  evei  >'ou  should  get  | 


I  round  again— or,  thof  yon  were  a  hi:  oft  th«  liooka 
;  he  would  no  more  cheat  you  than" 

"  W.'il,  well.  we.  will  deal,  my  girl,  you  may  depcn 
I  on't.  But  t«  II  me  now,  witc  I  to  give  you  a  kllci, 
I  what  would  you  do  to  get  it  for  wan!  7" 

"Why,  F>ut  it  into  Squire's  own  bag  (hat  hangtii 
hall,"  answered  poor  Dorcas.  "  What  else  could  Idol 
He  Mrruls  it  to  Brampton,  or  to  Carloisle,  or  when  ii 
pLas<.^s  him,  once  a- week,  and  that  gate.*' 

"Ah!"  said  I:  "and  I  suppose  your  sweet-bent 
John  carries  it  T 

"Noa-disn't  now— and  Jan  is  no  sweetheart  <( 
mine,  ever  since  he  danced  at  his  mother's  feast  whk 
Kilty  Rutledge,  and  let  me  sit  still;  that  a  did." 

"It  was  most  abominable  in  Jan^  and  whatl  codd 
never  have  thought  of  him."  1  replied. 

"O.  but  a  did  though— a  let  me  ait  still  on  my  snt, 
a  did.^* 

"Well  well  my  pretty  May,  yon  will  get  a  hand- 
somer  fellow  than  Jan— J&n's  not  the  fellow  foryn^ 
I  set^  that." 

".\oa,  noa,"  answered  the  damsel;  "but  he  is  wed 
aneugh  for  a'  that.  mon.  But  1  can>na  a  button  fcr 
him ;  for  there  is  the  miller's  son,  that  suitored  me 
last  Appleby  Fair,  when  I  went  wi'  oncle,  is  a  gwa^ 
canny' lad  as  you  will  see  in  the  sunshine." 

"  Ay,  a  fine  stout  fellow— Do  you  think  he  wtNdd 
cviTTV  my  letter  to  Carlisle?'* 

"To  Carloisic!  'Twould  be  all  his  life  is  worth; 
hf  mniin  wait  on  clap  and  hopncr,  as  they  say.  Odd, 
his  father  would  brain  him  it  he  went  to  Carloiik 
bating  to  wrestling  for  the  belt,  or  sic  loike.  But.! 
ha'  more  bachelors  than  him ;  there  is  tlie  i 
master  can  write   almaist  as  well  as   tou 


"  Then  he  is  the  very  man  to  take  charse  of  a  let- 
ter ;  he  knows  the  trouble  of  writing  one. 

"  Ay,  marr>'  does  he,  an  tou  comest  to  that,  moa; 
only  it  takes  him  four  hours  to  write  as  mony  lioan 
Tan,  it  is  a  great  round  hand  luike,  that  one  cai 
read  easily,  and  not  loike  your  honour's,  that  ait 
loike  midge's  taes.  But  for  gangins^to  Carioiik 
he's  dead  foundered,  man,  as  cripi>le  as  Rckit^i 
mear." 

"  In  the  name  of  God,**  said  I,  "  how  is  it  that  ym 
propose  to  pet  my  letter  to  the  post  ?" 

"  Why,  just  to  put  it  into  Squire's  bag  loike^"  rats> 
rated  Dorcas ;  "He sends  it  by  Cristal  Nixeu  to poi^ 
as  you  call  it,  when  such  is  his  pleasure." 

Here  I  was  then,  not  much  edified  by  having  ob- 
tained a  list  of  Dorcas's  bachelors;  aiid  by  findiofl 
mysi'lf  with  respect  to  any  information  which  I  de- 
sired, |ust  exactly  at  the  point  where  I  set  out  ll 
was  ot  consequence  to  me,  however,  to  accustom  tht 
girl  to  converse  with  me  familiarly.  If  she  did  so, 
she  could  not  always  be  on  herguard.  and  somethiog; 
I  thought,  might  drop  from  her  which  1  could  turn  to 
advantage. 

"  Does  not  the  Squire  usually  look  into  his  letter- 
bag,  Dorcas  ?"  said  I,  with  as  much  indifference  Si  1 
could  assume. 

"That  a  does,"  said  Dorcas;  "and  a  threw  oats 
letter  of  mine  to  Raff  Miller,  because  a  said" 

"  Well,  well.  I  wpn't  trouble  him  with  mine,"  said 
T.  "Dorcas;  but,  instead,  I  will  write  ta  himffMj 
Dorcas.    But  how  shall  I  address  him  T* 

"Anan?"  was  again  Dorcas's  resource. 

"I  mean  how  is  he  called?— What  is  his  namcT* 

"  Sure  your  honour  should  know  best,"  said  DoiaoL 

"  I  know  ?— The  devil !— You  drive  me  beyoad 
patience." 

,  "  Noa,  noa !  donna  your  honour  go  beyond  ps« 
tience— donna  ye  now,'*  implored  the  wench.  "And 
for  his  neame.  they  say  he  has  n^air  nor  ane  in  West- 
moreland  and  on  the  Scottish  side.  Bui  he  is  bol 
seldom  wi'  us,  excepting  in  the  cocking  season :  and 
then  wc  just  call  him  Squoire  loike ;  and  so  cfo  mf 
meastcr  and  dame." 

"  And  is  he  here  at  present?**  said  1. 

"Not  he,  not  he;  he  is  a  buck-hoontiog,  as  they 

tell  me,  somewhere  up  the  Patterdale  way;  but  m 

comes  and  gangs  like  a  flap  of  a  whirlwmd,  or  sis 

loike.** 

I  broke  off  the  conveisatioiu  after  forcing  oa  Dor* 
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«  hiItct  to  buy  ribands,  with  whicn  «he  was 
ddif^hted,  that  she  extrlHiiiitd,  "  (sotl !  Criptal 
ay  Miyhi8  worst  on  thi-e;  but  thou  art  a  civil 
n  for  ail  liim;  and  a  quoit  man  wi'  woman 

is  no  sense  in  heing  too  quiet  with  women 
added  a  kiss  with  my  crown  piece;  and  1 
elp  thinkinK,  that  I  have  cx^rureci  a  partisan 
L  At  least  she  bUishid,  and  jsocketed  her  little 
mt  with  one  baud,  while,  with  the  other,  she 
her  cherry-coloured  ribands,  a  little  disor- 
che  struggle  ic  cost  me  to  attain  the  honour 
le. 

unlocked  the  door  to  leave  the  apartment, 
d  back,  and  loukinpi;  on  me  with  a  strong  ex- 
»f  compassioa,  addtxJ  the  remarkable  words, 
at  mad  or  no,  chou'se  a  metded  lad,  after 

nm  something  very  ominous  in  the  sound 
arewell  words,  which  seemed  to  afford  me  a 
he  pretext  Under  which  I  was  detained  in 
eot.  My  demeanour  was  probably  insane 
vhile  I  was  agitated  at  once  by  the  frenzy 

0  the  fever^  and  the  anxiety  arising  from  my 
lary  situation.  But  is  it  possible  they  can 
t>lisn  any  cause  for  confining  me,  arising  out 
ite  of  my  mind  ? 

be  really  the  pretext  under  which  I  am  re- 
!n>m  my  liberty,  nothing  but  the  sedate  cor- 
of  my  conduct  can  remove  the  prejudices 
ew  circumstances  may  have  excited  iu  the 

all  who  have  approached  me  during  my 
[  have  heard— dreadful  thought !— of  men 
rartoua  reasons,  have  been  trepanned  into 
iy  of  the  keepers  of  private  madhouses,  and 
UD.  after  years  of  misery,  became  at  length 
through   irresistible   sympathy  with   die 

Ijeings  among  whom  they  were  classed. 

1  not  be  my  case,  if,  by  strong  internal  reso- 
s  in  human  nature  to  avoid  tne  Bclk>n  of  ex- 

oontsgious  sympathies. 

me  1  sat  down  to  compose  and  arrange  my 

for  my  purposed  appeal  to  my  jailer— so  I 

him— whom  I  addressed  in  tne  following 
having  at  length,  and  after  making  several 
md  language  to  qualify  the  sense  of  rescnt- 
ch  burned  in  the  first  draughts  of  my  letter, 
ivoured  to  assume  a  tone  more  conciliating, 
ed  the  two  occasions  on  which  he  had  cer- 
ed  my  life,  wht^n  at  the  utmost  iH>ril ;  and  I 
it  whatever  was  the  purpose  of  the  n^siraint 
ised  on  me.  as  I  was  given  to  understand, 
thority,  it  could  not  certainly  be  wirb  any 
Jtimately  injuring  me.  He  might,  I  saiu, 
aken  me  for  some  other  person ;  and  I  gave 
:  account  I  could  of  my  situation  and  edu- 
correct  such  an  error.  I  supposed  it  next 
hat  he  might  think  me  too  weak  for  tra- 
nd  not  capable  of  taking  care  of  myself; 
Xfiii  to  assure  him  that  I  was  restored  to 
81th,  and  quite  able  to  endure  the  fatigue  of 
.  Lastly,  I  reminded  him  in  firm  though 
tonus,  that  the  restraint  which  I  sustaii^ 
>gal  one,  and  highly  punishable  bv  the  laws 
tect  the  hberties  of  the  subjei-t.  1  ended  by 
g.  that  he  would  take  me  before  a  mains- 
at  least,  that  he  would  favour  me  with  a 
ater>'icw,  and  explain  his  meaning  with  re- 

this  letfer  was  expressed  in  a  tone  too 
r  the  situation  of  an  injun-d  man,  and  I  am 

0  think  so  when  I  again  recapitulaie  its 
It  what  could  I  do?    1  was  in  the  power  of 

1  passions  seem  as  vioUnt  as  his  menus  of 
them  appi>ar  unbounded.  I  had  reason,  too, 
[this  to  thif,  AInnJ  that  all  his  family  did 
ve  of  the  violence  of  his  conduct  towards 
bject,  in  fine,  was  freedom,  and  who  would 
.■e  much  to  attain  it? 

»  means  of  addressing  my  letter  excepting. 
Squire's  own  hand."  He  could  be  at  no 
nee,  for  in  the  course  of  tweuty-four  hours 
an  answer.  It  was  addresse<l  lo  Dsrsie 
ind  contained  theas  words .-«-"  You  hove 


demanded  an  interview  with  mc.  Yon  have  required 
tu  tie  carried  before  a  magistrate.  Your  first  wish 
f«hall  bo  granlcti — perhaps  the  Si;cond  also.  Mean 
while,  be  assured  that  you  are  n  prisoner  for  the  time, 
by  c<)inpetent  authority,  and  that  such  authority  is 
Hupported  by  adequate  power.  Beware,  therefore,  of 
struguling  with  a  force  sufficient  to  crush  you.  out 
abandon  yourself  to  that  train  of  events  by  which  we 
are  both  ewept  along,  and  which  it  is  impossible  that 
eithc  r  of  us  can  resist." 

These  mysterious  words  were  without  signature  of 
any  kind,  and  left  me  nothing  more  important  to  do 
than  to  prepare  myself  for  the  meeting  which  they 
promised.  For  that  purpose  I  must  now  break  of^ 
and  make  sure  of  the  manuscript,— so  fnr  as  I  can,  in 
my  present  condition,  be  sure  of  any  thing,— by  con- 
cealing it  within  the  lining  of  my  coat,  so  us  not  to  be 
found  without  strict  search. 


CHAPTER  VL 

LATUIEB's  JOUBJSAL,   in  CONTXKUATIOir. 

The  important  interview  expected  at  the  conclusion 
of  my  last  took  place  sooner  than  I  had  calculated; 
for  tne  very  day  I  received  the  letter,  and  just  when 
my  dinner  was  finished,  the  Squire,  or  whatever  he  is 
called,  entered  the  room  so  suddenly,  that  I  almost 
thought  I  beheld  an  apparition.  The  figure  of  this 
man  is  pecuharly  noble  and  stately,  and  his  voice  haa 
that  deep  fulness  of  accent  which  impUes  unresisted 
authority.  I  had  risen  involuntarily  as  he  entered ; 
we  gazed  on  each  other  for  a  moment  in  silence,  which 
was  at  length  broken  by  my  visiter. 

"You  have  desired  to  see  me,"  he  said.  "lam 
here;  if  you  have  aught  to  say,  let  me  hear  it;  my 
time  is  too  brief  to  be  consumed  in  childish  dumln 
show." 

"I  would  ask  of  you,*'  said  I,  "by  what  authority 
I  am  detained  in  this  place  of  connnement,  and  for 
what  purpose  ?** 

"  I  have  told  you  already,"  said  he,  "  that  my  au- 
thority is  sufficient,  and  my  power  equal  to  it :  this  is 
all  which  it  is  necessary  for  you  at  present  to  know." 

"  Every  British  subject  has  a  right  to  know  why  he 
suffers  restraint,"  I  replied  ;  "nor  can  he  be  dfpnved 
of  liberty  without  a  legal  warrant— Show  me  that  by 
which  you  confine  me  thus." 

"You  shall  see  more,"  he  said;  "you  shall  seethe 
magistrate  by  whom  it  is  granted,  and  that  without 
a  moment's  aelay." 

This  sudden  proposal  fluttered  and  alarmed  me;  I 
felt,  nevertheless,  that  I  had  the  right  cause,  and  re- 
solved to  plead  it  boldly,  although  I  could  well  have 
desired  a  little  further  time  for  preparation.  He 
turned,  however,  threw  open  the  door  of  the  aT'art- 
ment,  and  commanded  me  to  follow  him.  I  felt 
some  inclination,  when  I  crossed  the  threshold, of 
my  prison-chamber,  to  have  turned  and  run  for  it; 
but  I  knew  not  where  to  find  the  stsirs— had  reason 
to  think  the  outer-doors  would  b«^  serured— and,  to 
conclude,  so  soon  as  I  had  Quitted  the  room  to  follow 
the  proud  step  of  my  conductor,  I  observed  that  I 
was  dogged  by  CMstal  Nixon,  who  suddenly  appeared 
within  two  paces  of  me,  ana  with  whose  great  pei> 
sonnl  strength,  independent  of  the  assistance  h^ 
might  have  received  from  his  master.  I  saw  no 
chance  of  contending.  I  therelbre  followed,  unre- 
sistingly, and  in  silence,  along  one  or  two  passages  of 
much  greater  length  than  consistfd  with  the  ideas  I 
had  previously  entertained  of  the  size  of  the  house. 
.\t  length  a  door  was  flung  open,  and  wc  entered  b 
large,  old-fashioned  parlour,  having  coloured  glass  in 
the  windows,  oaken  panelling  on  the  wall,  a  huge 
grate,  in  which  a  large  fagot  or  two  smoked  under 
an  arched  chimney-piece  of  stone,  which  bore  some 
armorial  device.,  whilst  the  walls  were  adorned  with 
tl  e  usual  number  of  heroes  in  armour,  with  laraa 
wigs  instead  of  helmets,  and  ladies  in  sacquea,  sineU- 
ing  to  nosegays. 

Behind  a  long  table,  on  which  were  several  booki^ 
snt  a  smart  underbred-looking  man,  wearing  his  own 
hair  tied  in  a  club,  and  who,  from  the  quire  of  paper 
laid  before  bim,  and  the  pen  which  he  handlvi  k 
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my  entrance,  seemed  prepared  to  officiate  as  clerk. 
As  I  wi9h  to  describe  theae  persona  aa  accurately  aa 
possible,  I  niuy  add,  he  won*  a  dark-coluured  coat, 
oord'Jioy  breecncs,  and  spatterdashes.  At  the  upper 
end  of  the  same  table,  in  an  ample  easy-chair,  co- 
vered with  black  leather,  reposed  a  fat  iiersonage, 
about  fifty  yi:ars  old,  who  either  was  actually  a  coim- 
trj'  justice,  or  was  well  selected  to  represent  such  a 
character.  His  leathern  breeches  were  faultless  in 
make,  his  jockey  hoot3  spotless  in  the  varnish,  and  a 
handsome  and  flourish] nj2f  pair  of  boot-garters,  as 
they  arc  called,  united  the  one  part  of  his  garments 
to  tne  other;  in  fine,  a  richly-Iai*ed  scarlet  waistcoat, 
and  a  purple  coat,  set  off  the  neat  though  corpulent 
fizure  of  the  little  man,  and  threw  an  addiiiimal 
bloom  upoii  his  plethoric  aspeirt  I  suppose  he  had 
dined;  for  it  was  two  hours  paBt  noon,  and  he  was 
amusing  himself,  and  aiding  digestion,  with  a  pipe  of 
tobacco.  There  was  an  air  of  importance  in  bis  man- 
ner which  corresponded  to  the  rural  dignity  of  his 
exterior,  and  a  habit  which  he  had  of  tnruwiiif;  out 
a  number  of  interfectional  sounds,  uttered  with  a 
strange  variety  of  mtonation,  running  from  bass  up 
to  treble  in  a  ver>'  extraordinary  manner,  or  breaking 
oir  his  sentences  with  a  whiflf  of  hia  pipe,  si-emcd 
adopted  to  give  an  air  of  thuught  and  mature  delibe- 
ration to  his  opinions  and  decisions.  Notwithstand- 
ing all  this,  Alan,  it  might  be  duoUd,  as  our  old  Pro- 
fessor used  to  say,  whether  the  Justice  was  any  thmg 
more  than  an  ass.  Certainly,  In'sides  a  great  defer- 
ence for  the  legal  opinion  of' his  clerk,  wnich  might 
be  quite  accordmg  to  the  order  of  things,  he  seemed 
lo  be  wonderfully  under  the  command  of  his  brother 
Squire,  if  squire  cither  of  them  were,  and  indeed  much 
more  than  was  consistent  with  so  much  assumed 
consequence  of  his  own. 

"  Ho— ha— ay— so— so— Hum— humph— this  is  the 
vpung  man.  I  suppose— Hum— ay- seems  sickly- 
Young  gentleman,  you  may  sit  down." 

I  used  the  pennission  given,  for  I  had  been  much 
more  reduced  by  my  illness  than  I  was  aware  of, 
and  felt  myself  really  fatii^ued,  even  bv  the  few  paces 
I  hod  walked,  joined  to  die  agitation  1  suifertd. 

"  And  your  name,  young  man,  is— humph— ay— ha 
—what  is  it  V 

*'Darsic  Latimer." 
,   "Right— ay— humph— very  light.     Darsie  Latimer 
IS  th^  Very  thmg— ha— av— where  do  you  come  from?" 

"From  Scotland,  sir. '  I  replied. 

"A  native  of  Scotland— a— humph— eh— how  is  it?" 

"  I  am  an  Englishman  by  birth,  sir." 

"Right— ay— yea,  you  are  sa  But  pray,  3Ir.  Dar- 
sie Latimer,  have  you  always  been  called  by  that 
name,  or  have  you  any  other  ?--Nick,  write  down 
his  answers,  NicK." 

"Afl  far  as  I  remember,  I  never  bore  any  other," 
was  my  answer. 

"  How,  no  ?— well  I  should  not  have  thought  so— 
Hey,  neighbour,  would  you?" 

Here  he  looked  towards  the  other  Squire,  who  hod 
thrown  himself  into  a  chair:  and,  with  his  legs 
stretched  out  before  him,  and  his  arms  folded  on  his 
bosom,  seemed  carelessly  attending  to  what  was  go- 
ing forward.  He  answered  the  appeal  of  the  Justice 
by  saying,  that  perhaps  the  young  man's  memory  did 
not  go  back  to  a  very  early  period. 

"  Ah— eh— ha— you  hear  tne  gentleman— Pray,  how 
far  may  your  memory  be  pleased  to  run  back  i«>?— 
umph  T* 

"Perhaps,  sir,  to  the  age  of  three  years,  or  a  Uttle 
farther.'* 

"And  will  you  prrvumeto  say,  sir," said  the  Sciul'e, 
drawing  himself  suddenly  erect  iii  his  seat,  and  ex*!rt- 
inff  the  strength  of  his  powerfid  voice,  *'  that  you  Ut^n 
bote  your  present  name  ?"  ' 

I  was  startled  at  the  confidence  with  which  this  | 

ritioD  was  put,  and  in  vain  rummaged  my  niemo".' 
the  means  of  replying.    '*At  least,"  I  said,  "i  I 
always  n member  being  called  Darsie ;  children,  at  j 
that  earlv  age,  seldom  get  more  tlian  their  Christian  • 
name.  -  I 

"O,  I  thouf^t  so,"  he  replied,  and  ai^in  stretched  j 
himself  on  his  seat,  in  the  same  lounging  posture  as ! 

AflfiVA  1 


I     "  So  >'ou  were  called  Darsie  in  your  infancy,"  nid 
I  the  Justice;  "  and  hum— ay— when  did  you  first  laks 
!  the  name  of  Latimer?" 
I     "  I  did  not  take  it,  sir:  it  was  given  to  me." 

1  "  I  ank  you,"  said  the  lord  of  the  mansion,  but  wrtk 
i  loss  seventy  in  his  voice  than  fomieriy,  ''  wheiha 
'  you  can  remember  that  you  were  e\'er  called  Laiiovt, 

until  you  had  that  natne  given  you  in  Scodand  I" 

"  I  will  be  candid ;  I  cannot  recollect  an  instaasi 
that  I  was  so  called  when  in  England,  but  neitbercu 
1  recollect  when  the  name  was  first  given  me;  and 
if  any  thing  is  to  be  founded  on  these  queries  aiid  ny 
answers,  I  desire  my  early  cliildhood  may  be  taken  into 
consideration." 

"  Hum— ay— yes,"  said  the  Justice;  "all  that  re- 
quires consideration  shall  be  duly  considered.  Vouf 
man— eh— I  beg  to  know  the  name  of  yoar  fatberiao 
mother?"  ,    ^      ^ 

This  was  galling  a  wound  that  has  festered  Ar 
years,  and  I  aid  not  endure  tlie  question  so  patwailr 
as  those  which  precwled  it ;  but  replied.  "  I  demtot 
in  my  turn,  to  know  if  I  am  before  an  Ebglish  Jusiiet 
of  the  Peace?" 

"  His  worship  Squire  Foxley,  of  Fox  ley  Hall,  ha 
been  of  the  quorum  these  twenty  years,"  ssid  ICanv 
Nicholas. 

"  Then  he  oupht  to  know,  or  you,  sir,  as  his  chn. 
should  inform  him,"  said  L  "that  I  am  the  complainer 
in  this  case,  and  that  my  complaint  ought  to  be  beud 
before  I  am  subjected  to  cftoss-examination." 

"  Hunmh— hoy— what,  ay— there  is  something  in 
that,  neigtibour,'*  said  the  poor  Justice,  who^  blown 
about  by  ever)'  wind  of  doctrine,  wemed  desiruai  to 
attain  tne  sanction  of  hiK  brother  Squire. 

"  I  wonder  at  you,  Foxley,"  said  his  firm-oiinM 
acquaintance ;  "now  can  vuu  render  the  young du 
justice  unle&s  you  know  who  he  is  ?" 

"  Ha— yes— egad  that's  tnie,"  said  Mr.  Justice Poi- 
ley ;  **  and  now— looking  into  the  matter  miwe  doicly 
-there  is,  eh,  upon  the  whole- nothinjg  at  all  in  wto 
he  says— so,  sir,  you  must  tell  your  fatner's  name,  ud 
surname." 

"  It  is  out  of  my  power,  sir;  they  arc  not  knovD 
to  me,  since  you  must  needs  know  so  much  of  ny 
private  afl'airs." 

The  Juj^tice  collected  a  great  affiatu*  in  hischeeki^ 
which  pufiitl  them  up  like  those  of  a  Dutch  cherub, 
while  his  eyes  seemed  flying  out  of  his  head,  from  tbs 
effort  with  which  he  retained  his  breath.  He  thai 
blew  it  forth  with,—"  Whew  !— Hooin— jpoof— ht  J- 
not  know  your  parents,  youngster  ?— Then  I  moil 
commit  you  for  a  vagrant,  I  warrant  )*oa.  ihnt 
ignoium  pro  Urribiii,  as  we  used  to  say  at  Appldr 
school ;  that  is,  every  one  that  is  not  known  to  im 
Justice,  is  a  n)gue  and  a  vn;;abond.  Ha !— ay,  fM 
may  sneer,  sir ;  but  I  question  if  you  would  have  kixMrn 
the  meaning  of  that  Latin  unkss  I  had  told  ycvu* 

I  acknowTedged  myself  obliged  for  a  new  wiiioBof 
the  adage,  and  an  interpretation  which  I  could  iwv^ 
have  reached  alone  and  uiiassistcni.  I  thenprorecded 
to  •ttate  my  cat^e  with  greater  confidence.  Tne  Juftict 
was  an  ass,  that  was  clear;  but  it  was  scarceJv pos- 
sible he  could  be  so  utterly  ignorant  as  not  toRDO^ 
what  was  ne<:essary  in  so  plain  a  case  as  mine  I 
therefore  infoniied  him  of  the  riot  which  had  bta 
committed  on  the  Scottish  aide  of  the  SolwsyPtitb; 
explained  how  1  came  to  be  placed  in  my  pntnt 
situation ;  and  requested  of  his  worship  to  set  meat 
liberty.  I  pleadc-d  my  cause  with  as  much  earnestmn 
as  I  could,  casting  an  eye  from  time  to  time  opon  ibt 
oppusite  party,  who  seemed  entirely  iiidiiienfnt  loiQ 
the  animation  with  which  I  aecu^  him. 

As  for  the  Justice,  when  at  length  I  had  cesicd.  ii 
really  not  knowing  what  more  to  say  in  a  case  so  xtn 
plain,  he  replied,  "  Ho— oy— ay— yes— woiiderfiil !  sad 
M  this  is  all  the  gratitude  you  show  to  this  good  po* 
tleman  for  the  gr^nt  charge  and  trouble  be  hath  Iw 
with  respi^-ct  to  and  concerning  of  you  7" 

''He  seved  my  life,  sir,  I  acknowledge,  on  oat  tit* 
casMm  cirtaiiily,  and  most  probably  on  two;  bat  his 
ha VI  1.9  done  so  gives  him  ao  right  over  my  penoa. 

2  mc\  n.^t,  L.-twes'^r,  w<*kiuj  fb.  any  punishment  oi 
rev-«iK.-»  I  o?  thb  ?on^nry, '  am«on:pnt  to  oartfrieiuf 
with  the  £eQii«miiai  i^hoae  uouvet  I  am  uai-^Uiad 
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owarrls  me,  unniilhyriii'ii  nnd  violent." 

Thi9  moderation,  Alan  llutii  wilt  rompreliencl,  was  , 
lot  ciitiMy  diclaic^i  by  my  tfflin«p«  towards  the  in- 
iividual  oi  whom  1  compiniiKfi ;  tiicro  wt-rc  other . 
mmii.-i.  in  which  rognni  for  him  had  littlp  share. : 
It  seemefi  Iwwevcr,  as  if  the  mildness  with  whioh  I 
Dleiiit^  my  caiu<e  had  mure  viYwr  uptm  him  than  anv 
thin:;  I  had  yet  said.    Hf^  wa?  moved  to  the  rHHDt  ot  . 
beinz  almost  out  of  cmmtenanre :  and  took  snuflf  I 
Kpeai(*«!ly,  as  if  to  gain  time  to  stino  some  degree  of  ' 
pmotiun.  I 

But  on  Justice  Foxlej',  on  whom  my  eloquence  was 
pirliciilarly  designed  to  make  impression,  the  ri*Ault 
Mras  rnuch  less  favotirahle,  Hii  (.i>nsultcd  in  a  whis- 
p<v  with  Mr.  Nicholas  his  clvrk—pshawcii,  hemmed, 
and  elevated  his  oychrows^  as  if  in  soorn  of  my  supoli* 
cation.  At  length,  haying,  apparently  made  up  nis 
mind,  he  leaned  back  in  his  chair,  nnd  smoked  his 
pipe  with  great  energy,  with  a  look  of  deHnnce^  de- 
iigned  to  make  nic  aware  that  all  my  reasoning  was 
wt  on  him. 

At  !t-ngih,  when  I  stopped,  more  from  lark  of  breath 
than  want  of  arffiimcnt,  he  ofienrd  his  oracular  jaws, 
ijid  raadK  the  following  n^ply,  intrrrup'ed  by  his  usual 
nierjectional  ejaculations,  and  by  long  vuliiim^s  of 
mioke.— "  Hem— ay— eh— poof— And,  youngster,  do 
|roo  chink  Matthew  Foxley,  who  has  Ikfn  one  of  the 
]aonim  for  these  twenty  years,  is  to  be  come  over  with 
nch  trash  as  would  hardly  cheat  an  apple- woman  ?— 
Poof— poof— eh !  Why,  man— eh— diist  thou  not  know 
the  charge  is  notahaitable  matter— and  that— hum— 
If— the  greater  man— poof— the  Karon  of  Graysiock 
hmis^lC  must  stand  committed?  and  yet  yon  pretend 
to  have  been  kidnaoped  by  this  gentleman,  and  rob- 
M  of  property,  and  what  not ;  and— eh— poof— you 
■wild  persuade  me  all  you  want  is  to  get  away  from 
him  ?— I  do  beheve— eh— that  it  is  all  you  want. 
Therefore,  as  you  are  a  sort  of  a  slip-firing  gen ilc- 
nan.  and— ay— hum— a  kind  of  idle  apprentice,  and 
loniething  cockbrained  withal,  as  the  honest  folk  of 
the  house  (ell  me— whv,  you  nnist  e'en  remain  under 
castody  of  your  guamian,  till  your  coming  of  age, 
ormf  I^ord  Chancellor's  warrant  shall  give  you  the 
nana^ment  of  y-our  own  affairs,  which,  if  you  can 
tather  your  brains  again,  you  will  even  then  not  be— 
If— hpm— piK)f— in  particular  haste  to  assumi*." 

The  time  occupied  by  his  worship's  hums,  and 
hiwii,  and  pufTd  of  tobacco  smoki',  together  with  the 


and  pompous  manner  in  which  he  spoke,  gave 

dtc's  space  to  collect  my  ideas,  dispersed  as 

extraordinary  purport  of  this  an- 


me  a  mmutc  s  spa( 
the)'  were  by  tiie 


nnnatKin. 

"I  cannot,  conceive,  sir,"  I  replied,  "by  what 
•Hfcidar  tenure  this  person  claims  my  obedience  as  a 
BianJian ;  it  is  a  barefaced  imposture— I  never  in  my 
Eb  saw  him,  until  I  came  unhappily  to  this  country, 
•bout  four  weeks  since." 

"Ay,  sir— we— eh— know,  and  are  aware— that— 
poof— >'ou  do  not  like  to  hear  sonii>  folk's  names ; 
ind  that— eh— you  understand  me— there  are  things. 
and  sounds  ami  matter^  conviT^niion  about  name^ 
ind  such  like,  which  puts  jou  idV  the  hor>ks— which  I 
have  no  humour  t«)  wirm-s^.  Nevertheless,  Mr. 
Oarne — or— po«if— Mr,  Darsie  Lntinn.r— or— poof.  p<v>f 
— ffh— av,  Mr.  Darsie  without  the  Ijatjmer— you  have 
arJtnowledged  as  much  ti>-dny  us  assims  me  you 
will  ht^t  be  disfNised  of  under  tiip  honoiirnble  care  of 
my  friend  here— all  your  confessions— Iw'sides  that— 
poof— I'h— I  know  huii  to  be  a  iTJO!*t  rtsixinsible  per- 
son—a— hay— ay— most  responsible  antl  honourable 
person — Can  you  deny  this  ?" 

"I  know  nothint;of  him,"  I  r('i>"uti«d  ;  "not  even 
Imnanie;  and  I  have  not,  as  I  told  you,  nieii  him  in 
uirt'otirse  of  my  whole  lifi;,  till  a  ffW  weeks  sinee." 

"  Will  you  swear  to  that?"  said  the  singular  man, 
wfio  seemed  to  await  the  n-sult  of  tliis  drbnte,  s«>ciire 
as  a  rattlesnake  is  of  the  prey  whicli  has  once  felt  its 
fascination.  And  w^hile  ne  Kai.i  ihe<*e  M'onls  in  a 
deep  under-tone,  he  withdrew  his  chair  a  liitir  be- 
hind tliaC  of  the.  Justice,  so  as  to  bi.*  unseen  by  him 
or  ilia  clerk,  who  sat  upcm  the  same  siilc ;  while  he 
bi^t  on  me  a  frown  so  portentous,  that  no  one  who 
baa  witairdsed  the  look  can  forget  it  during  the  whole 


of  his  Iif«.  The  furrows  of  the  brow  above  the  eyps 
became  livid  and  almost  black,  and  were  t>cnt  int<<  m 
semicircular,  or  rather  ellipiical  fonn.  above  the  junc- 
tion of  the  evvbmws.  I  had  heard  such  a  look  described 
in  an  old  talc  of  diahlerie,  which  it  w;n  my  chance  to 
be  entertained  with  not  longsince;  when  this  deep  and 
gloomy  contortion  of  the  frontal  muscles  was  not  un- 
ai>tly  descril»cd,  as  forming  the  representation  of  a 
small  horse.shoe. 

The  tale,  when  told,  awakened  a  dreadful  vision  of 
infancy,  which  the  withering  and  blighting  look  now 
fixed  on  meagaiti  forci?d  on  myrccoileetion,  but  with 
much  more  vivacity.  Indeed  I  wassomufh  surprised, 
and,  I  must  add,  terrified,  at  tht?  vague  ideas  which 
were  awakened  in  my  mind  by  this  fearful  sign,  that 
I  kept  my  eyes  fixed  on  the  face  in  which  it  was  ex- 
hibited as  on  a  frightful  virion  ;  until  passing  his 
handkerchief  a  moment  across  his  countenance,  this 
mysterious  man  relaxe<i  at  once  the  look  which  had 
fi)r  me  something  m  apnalling,  "  The  young  man  will 
no  longer  deny  that  he  has  seen  me  before,'*  said  he  to 
the  Justice,  in  a  tone  of  complacency ;  "  and  I  tnist  he 
will  now  be  reconciled  to  my  temporary' guard ianshipb 
which  may  end  better  for  hiin  than  he  expects." 

"Whatever  I  expect,"  I  replied,  summoning,  my 
scattered  recollections  together  "1  see  I  am  neither 
to  expectjnsticc  nor  protection  from  this  j^entleman, 
whose  omce  it  is  to  render  both  to  the  lieges. '  For 
you,  sir,  how  strangely  you  have  wrought  yourself 
into  the  fate  of  an  unhapi>y  young  man,  or  what 
interest  you  can  pretend  in  me,  you  yourself  only  can 
explain.  That  I  have  seen  you  oefofe,  is  certain :  for 
none  can  forget  the  look  with  which  vou  seem  to  have 
the  power  of  blighting  those  upon  whom  you  cast  it" 

The  Justice  scrmeci  not  very  easy  under  this  hinL 
"  Ho  I— ay,"  he  said  ;  "  it  is  time  to  be  going,  neigh- 
hour.  I  have  a  many  miles  to  riiic,  and  I  care  not  to 
ride  darkling  in  ihes*-  [mrts.— Vou  and  I,  Mr.  Nicho- 
las, must  be  jogging." 

The  Justice  fumbled  with  his  gloves,  in  endeavouring 
to  draw  them  on  hastily,  and  Mr.  Nicholas  bustled  to 
get  his  great-coat  and  whip.  Their  landlord  endea- 
voured to  detain  them,  and  spoke  of  supp(>r  and  beds. 
Both  pfiuring  forth  many  thanks  for  his  invitation, 
seemed  m  if  they  would  much  rather  not ;  and  Mr. 
Justice  Foxley  was  making  a  score  of  apologicai 
with  at  least  a  hundred  cautionary  horns  andeh-cha, 
when  the  girl  Dorcas  burst  into  the  room,  and  an- 
nounced a  gentleman  on  justice  business. 

"What  gentleman  7— and  whom  does  he  want?" 

"  He  is  cuoine  post  on  his  ten  toes,"  oaid  the  wench ; 
"  and  on  justice  business  to  his  worship  loike.  I'ae 
uphald  him  a  gentleman,  for  he  speaks  as  good  Latin 
as  the  schulemeaster;  but.  lack-a-day!  he  has  got 
ten  a  qui-er  mop  of  a  wig.'' 

The  gentleman,  thus  announced  and  described, 
bounced  into  the  room.  But  I  have  already  written 
as  much  as  fills  a  sheet  of  my  pai^T,  and  my  singular 
embarrassments  press  so  hanl  on  me.  that  I  have 
matter  to  till  another  fnim  what  followed  the  intruttion 
of— my  dear  Alan— your  crazy  client— Poor  Pclcf 
Peebles ! 
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Sheet  I. 

I  HAVf:  rarf>ly  in  my  life,  till  the  last  alarming  days, 
known  what  it  was  to  sustain  a  moment's  real  sor- 
row. What  I  called  such,  was,  I  am  now  woll  con- 
vinced, only  the  weariness  of  mind,  which,  having 
nothing  aetually  present  to  complain  of.  turns  upon 
itself,  and  becomes  anxious  about  the  past  and  tho 
future ;  those  periods  with  which  human  life  has  so 
little  eonnexion.  that  Scripjun>  itself  hath  said,  "Sul- 
ficient  for  the  day  is  the  evil  thereof." 

If,  ther?f'jre,  I  have  sometimes  abused  prosperity, 
by  murmuring  at  iny  unknown  birth  ami  uncertain 
rank  in  societv,  I  will  make  amends  by  bearing  my 
present  real  adversity  with  patience  and  counige,anc, 
if  I  can,  even  with  gayety.  What  can  they— daw 
thev.  do  to  me?— Foxley,  I  am  persuaded,  is  a  reti 
Justice  of  Peace,  and  country  gentleman  of  estate 
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thou;ch,  (wonderful  to  tell !)  he  i."  nn  oss  notwiih-  f 
BtaiidinR;  and  Wi»  functionary  in  the  drab  coat  must  j 
have  a  shrewd  gu;»fl  at  tlie  cunwicjiienct;s»  of  Iwinw: 
ecceasary  to  nn  act  uf  niiirdtr  or  kidnnppinje.  Mun 
invixe  not  tnucii  witnofisca  to  doods  of  dnrknesfl.  I 
hove  alm>— Alan,  I  have  hoi)«\s  arising  out  of  the 
family  of  th<i  oppressor  liinistlf.  I  ain  encouraged  to 
believe  that  O.  M.  i.s  likely  aj^ain  to  enter  on  the  field. 
More  I  dare  not  here  Fny;  nor  must  I  trop  n  hint 
which  another  e>T  than  thine  m^ht  be  able  to  con- 
Btrue.  Enough,  uiy  feelim^ts  are  lighter  than  they  have 
been ;  and  though  fear  and  wonder  arc  still  anmnd  nie, 
they  are  unable  entirely  to  overcliNid  the  horizon. 

Even  when  I  saw  the  spectral  form  of  tlw.  old  scare- 
crow of  the  Parliament-House  rush  into  the  apartnient 
where  I  had  undergone  so  sini^lar  an  examination,  I 
thought  of  thy  connexion  with  iiim,  and  could  almost 
have  parodied  Lear— 

"Deatli  ■— iiothinir  could  liave  thus  lubducil  nature 
Tu  inch  a  lowueM,but  hia  '  learned  lawjrorx.'  " 

He  was  eVn  as  we  have  seen  him  of  yor&  Alan, 
when«  ratiirr  to  keep  thee  company  than  tofidlow  my 
own  bent,  I  formerly  frecjucnted  tlie  halls  of  Justice. 
The  only  addition  to  his  dress,  in  the  capacity  of  a 
trav;.ller,  was  a  pair  of  boot.^  that  seemed  as  if  they 
might  have  seen  the  field  of  SherifT-moor ;  so  large 
ana  heavy,  that,  tied  as  they  were  to  the  creature  s 
wearied  hams  with  large  bunchen  of  worsted  taoe  of 
various  colours,  they  looked  as  if  he  had  been  drag- 
ging tliem  along,  either  for  a  wager,  or  by  way  of 
penance. 

Regaidless  of  the  surprised  looks  of  the  party  on 
whonii.  he  thus  intruded  himself,  Peter  blunderetl 
into  the  -middle  of  the  apartment,  with  his  head 
charged  like  a  ram's  in  the  act  of  butting,  and  saluted 
them  thus  :— 

"Gude  day  to  ye,  gndeday  to  your  honours— Is't 
hero  they  sell  the  lugie  warrants  ? 

I  observed  that,  on  his  entrance,  my  friend— or 
enemy— drew  himself  back,  and  placed  himself  as  if 
he  would  rather  avoid  attracting  the  obser\'ation  of 
the  new  comer.  I  did  the  same  myself,  as  far  as  1 
was  able;  for  I  thouglit  it  likely  that  Mr.  Peebles 
migfac  rec^ignise  me,  as  indeed  I  was  too  freiiucntly 
among  the  group  of  young  juridicial  aspirants  who 
used  to  amuse  themselves  by  putting  rases  ior  Peter's 
■olution,  and  playing  liim  worse  tricks;  yet  1  was 
uncertain  whether  I  had  better  avail  myself  of  our 
acquaintance  to  have  the  advantaged,  such  as  it  might 
be,  of  his  evidence  before  the  magistrate,  or  whether 
to  make  him,  if  possible,  bearer  .of  a  letter  which 
might  procure  me  more  effectual  assistance.  I  re- 
solved, therefore,  to  be  guided  by  circumstances,  and 
to  watch  carefully  that  nothing  might  escape  me.  I 
drew  back  as  far  as  I  ct^uld,  and  even  reconnoitred  the 
door  and  passage,  to  consider  whether  absolute  escape 
might  not  be  prnriicablc.  But  there  paraded  Cristal 
Nixon,  whose  little  black  eyes,  sharp  as  those  of  a 
IMsilisK,  seemed,  the  instant  when  they  encountered 
mine,  to  penetrate  my  purpose. 

I  sat  down,  as  much  out  of  sight  of  all  parties  as  I 
could,  and  listened  to  the  dialogue  which  foUoweil— a 
dialogue  how  much  more  inton-ating  to  me  than  any 
I  could  have  conceive!,  in  which  Peter  Peebles  was  to 
be  one  of  the  Di-ainatia  Persona:! 

"  Is  it  hen?  where  ye  sell  the  warrants?— the  fugies, 
ye  kpn  7"  said  Peter. 

'•  Hey— t'h— what !"  said  Justice  Poxley ;  "  what  the 
devil  does  the  fellow  mean  ?— What  would  you  have 
,  a  warrant  for  7" 

"It  is  to  apprehend  a  young  lawyer  that  is  in  mcdi- 
tationt  fugoi ;  for  he  has  ta'en  my  memorial  and 
pleaded  my  cause,  and  a  gocxl  fee  I  £;ave  hi  in,  and  as 
miickle  brandy  as  he  could  drink  that  day  at  his  fa- 
ther's house— he  Iocs  the  brandy  ower  weel  for  sae 
youthful  a  creatuni." 

"  And  what  has  this  drunken  young  dog  of  a  lawvcr 
done  to  you,  that  yon  are  come  to  me— eh— ha?  Has 
he  robbed  you  ?  Not  unlikely,  if  he  be  a  lawyer— eh 
—Nick— ha?"  said  Justice  Foxley. 

"He  has  mbbed  me  of  himself,  sir,"  answered 
Pcfer;  "of  his  help,  comfort,  aid,  maintenance,  and 
ossiAtanee,  whi!k,  as  a  counsel  toa  clienL,  he  is  bound 
k>  yield  me  rations  ({/^^i— that  ia  it,  ye  see.    He  haa 


pouched  my  fee,  and  drucken  a  murrhkin  of  bnady, 
and  now  he's  owi>r  the  march,  and  left  my  r^uw, 
half  won  half  lost— as  dead  a  heat  Asyerwa^nin 
ower  the  haok-Miids.  Now,  I  wdit  advised  by  wme 
ciinninz  laddies  that  are  usfcd  to  crack  a  bit  law  wi' 
me  in  the  House,  that  the  bi:sl  thing  I  could  do  wai 
to  take  heart  o*  grai-^*  and  M;t  out  afu-r  him ;  so  I  have 
taken  iHJst  on  my  a*i)  shanks, /orby  a  cast  in  a  cart,<n 
the  like.  I  uoi  wind  ol'  him  in  Dunifrit-s,  and  now  I 
have  run  him  ower  to  the  English  bide,  aifid  I  want  i 
fugie  warnint  against  him.*' 

How  did  mv  heart  throb  at  this  informatwa  dear- 
est Alan  !  Thou  art  near  me  then,  and  I  well  know 
with  what  kind  purpose;  thou  hast  abandoned  all  to 
tly  to  my  aKsiotance ;  and  no  wonder  that  knowing 
thy  friendship  and  faith,  thy  sound  sagacity  and  p«- 
s«''verinK  disposiiitm,  "my  bosom's  lord  should  now 
sit  lii^htly  on  his  throne;'  that  gayety  should  aimoit 
invdiuntarily  hover  on  my  pt-n;  and  that  my  bcirt 
should  lH\it  like  that  of  a  general,  responsive  to  tiie 
drums  of  his  advancing  ally,  without  whose  help  the 
battle  must  have  httn  l«»st. 

I  did  not  suffer  mys<:lf  to  be  startled  by  this  joyoui 
surprisi^  but  ctmtiniied  to  bend  my  strictest  attcniioo 
to  what  followed  among  thi;*  singular  (larty.  That 
Poor  Peter  Peebles  ha<l  U^'o  put  upon  this  wildgooK 
chase,  by  .some  of  his  Juvi-nile  advisers  in  ilie  Parlia- 
ment HoUiie,  he  hiia.Helf  had  intimated;  but  he  spoke 
with  much  confidencf,  and  the  Justice,  who  Kemcd 
to  have  some  seurt'l  apprehension  of  being  put  to 
trouble  in  the  matter,  ami,  as  sometimes  occurs  oo 
the  English  frontii;r.  a  jealousy  lest  the  superior  acoie- 
ness  of  their  northern  neighlx>urs  might  ovemraek 
their  own  simplicity,  turiKtl  to  his  clerk  with  a  per 
plexed  counU'nantxr. 

•' Eh— oh— Nick— <l— n  thee— Host  thou  got  no- 
thing to  say?  I'his  is  more  Scots  law,  I  take  it,  and 
more  Scotsmen."  (Here  he  cast  a  side  glance  at  the 
owner  of  the  mansion,  and  winked  to  his  clerk.)  "I 
would  Sulway  were  as  deep  as  it  is  wide,  and  we  had 
then  some  chance  of  keeping  of  them  out." 

Nicholas  conversed  an  instant  aside  with  the  sup- 
plicant, and  then  reported  ;— 

"The  man  wants  a  border- warrant,  I  think;  but 
they  are  only  granted  for  debt— now  he  wants  one  lo 
catch  a  lawyer." 

"And  what  for  no?''  answered  Peter  PeeUea 
doggedly;  '*what  for  no,  I  would  be  glad  to  ken; 
if  a  day-labourer  refuses  to  work,  ye]  11  grant  § 
warrant  to  gar  liim  do  out  his  daiirg— if  a  wench 
quean  rin  away  fmin  her  hairst,  ye' II  send  her  back 
to  her  heuk  again- if  sae  mickle  as  a  collier  or 
a  Salter  make  a  moonlight  flitting,  ye  will  cleek  him 
by  the  back-spaul  in  a  minute  of  time,— and  yet 
the  damage  eanna  amount  to  mair  than  a  croeun 
of  coals,  and  a  forpit  or  twa  of  saut ;  and  htTe  is  i 
chield  taks  leg  from  his  engagement,  and  damagei 
me  to  the  tune  of  sax  thousand  uunds  sterling; 
that  iK,  three  thousand  that  I  should  win,  and  three 
thousand  mair  that  I  am  like  to  lose ;  and  you  thtt 
ca'  yoursell  a  justice  canna  help  a  jxwr  man  to  catch 
the  rinawny?  A  bomty  like  justice  I  am  hke  to  get 
amancye!'^ 

"The  fellow  must  l»c drunk,"  said  the  clerk. 

"Black-fasting from  all  but  sin,"  replied  the  suppli- 
cant ;  "I  havena  had  mair  than  a  mouthful  of  cauM 
wuUt since  I  passed  the  Border,  and  dcil  a  ane  of  j'eis 
like  to  say  to  me,  '  Dog,  will  ve  drink  ?'  " 

The  Justice  seemed  moveil  1n'  this  anneal.  "  Hem 
—tush  man,"  replied  he;  "thou  i«^ieak  st  to  iisaiil 
thou  wert  in  nresenc^;  of  one  of  thine  own  bc^ggarly 
justic  s  -gr^t  down  stairs— get  Si>nu'thing  to  eat,  mau, 
(with  pc^ni^*fiion  of  my  frieinl  to  make  m>  free  in  hia 
house,)  and  a  mouthful  to  drink,  and  I  will  warrant 
we  get  ye  «u«*h  jusiici)  as  will  pleast;  y**." 

"I  wiiina  refuse  your  neighhourlv  offer,"  said  Pool 
Peter  Peebles,  making  his  l>ow ;  **  mucklp  grace  b< 
wi*  your  honour,  and  wisdom  to  guide  ye  in  this  ex- 
traordinary cause." 

When  I  saw  Peter  Peebles  about  to  retire  from  tiM 
room,  I  could  notforhear  an  effort  to  obtain  from  hii;; 
such  evidence  as  might  giv(>  me  some  ^nidit  with  tfan 
Justice.  I  stepped  forward,  therefore,  and,  aaiuli*if 
him,  aakod  him  if  he  reineiubered  me  ?'* 
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**  After  a  stare  or  two,  and  a  long  pinch  of  snufT,  rc- 
Uillection  aecmed  suddenly  to  dawn  on  Peter  Pe<?hle». 
•Recolk-ct  ye!"  he  said;  "by  my  troth  do  L—Haiid 
lim  a  grip,  ffentlcmen !— constables,  keep  him  fast ! 
Nrhere  that  ill-deedy  hempy  in,  ye  are  sure  that  Alan 
Pairford  is  not  far  off.— Haud  him  fast,  Master  Con- 
itable ;  I  charge  ye  wi^  him,  for  I  am  mista'en  if  he  is 
not  at  the  bottom  of  this  rinaway  business.  He  was 
aye  gutting;  the  silly  callani  Alan  awa  wi'  gigs,  and 
bone,  and  the  like  of  that,  to  Roslin,  and  PresU^npans, 
Slid  a'  the  idle  gates' he  could  think  of.  He's  a  rina- 
way apprentice,  that  ane." 

**  Mr.  Peebles,"  I  said,' "  do  not  do  me  wrong.  I  am 
me  you  can  say  no  harm  of  me  justly,  but  can  satisfy 
lliese  ;ff:ntlcmeu,  if  you  will,  that  I  um  a  student  of 
taw  in  Fxlinhurgh— Darsie  Latimer  by  name." 

*'Me  saiisl!>'!  how  can  I  satisfy  the  gentlemen," 
inswered  Peter,  '*  that  am  sac  far  from  being  satisfied 
njrseil  ?  1  ken  naething  about  your  name,  and  can 
ooly  testify,  nViilnovit  in  causa, 

"A  prvtty  witness  you  have  brought  forward  in 
fonr  favour,"  said  Mr.  Foxley.  "  Hut— ha— ay— F II 
uk  him  a  question  or  two.— Pray,  friend,  will  you  take 
foor  oath  to  this  youth  being  a  runaway  apprentice?" 

"  Sir,"  said  Peter,  "  1  will  make  oath  to  ony  thing  in 
retson ;  when  a  case  comes  to  myoath  it  s  a  won 
cnse :  But  I  am  in  some  haste  toprie  your  worship's 
pwd  cheiT ;"  for  Peter  had  become  much  more  rc- 
ip«ctful  in  bis  demeanour  towards  the  Justice,  since 
uhad  heard  some  intimation  of  dinner. 

'*You  shall  have— eh— hum— ay— a  bell>'ful,  if  it  be 
possible  to  fill  iL  First  let  me  know  if  this  young 
nan  be  really  what  he  pretends.— Nick,  make  nis  ai- 
fidtvit." 

'*Ou,  he  is  just  a  wud  harum-scarum  creature,  that 
wad  never  take  to  his  studies ;  daft,  sir,  clean  daft." 

''DeftT*  said  the  Justice;  "what  d'ye  mean  by 
deft-th?" 

**  Just  Kifish,"  replied  Pctor ;  "  wowf— a  wee  bit  by 
ibe  East- Nook  or  sae;  it's  a  common  case— the  tae 
hilf  of  the  world  thinks  the  tithcr  daft.  1  have  met 
viih  ffilk  in  my  day,  that  thought  I  was  daft  mysell ; 
tod,  for  Diy  part,  I  think  our  Court  of  Session  clean 
daft,  that  have  had  the  great  cause  of  Peebles  against 
PUiastnnt.4  before  them  for  this  score  oi  years,  and 
bive  never  been  able  to  ding  the  bottom  out  of  it 

*"!  cannot  make  out  a  word  of  his  cursed  brogue," 
nid  tlie  Cumbrian  justice ;  "  can  you,  neighboui^— eh  ? 
What  can  he  mean  by  <^?" 

'*He  means  inady  said  the  party  appealed  to. 
thrown  oifhis  guard  by  impatience  of  this  protracted 
dipcussion. 

** Ye  have  it— ye  have  it,"  said  Peter;  "  that  is,  not 
dean  skivie,  but'' 

Here  he  stopped,  and  fixe<l  his  eye  (in  the  person  he 
iddiessed  with  on.  air  of  joyful  recognition.  "  Ay.  ay, 
Xr.  Berries  of  Birrenswork,  is  thus  your  ainsell  m 
blood  and  banc?  I  thought  ye  had  btien  hanged  at 
lennington  Common,  or  Hairicbie,  or  some  of  these 
places,  after  the  bonny  ploy  ye  made  in  the  forty- 
fife." 

'*I  believe  you  are  mistaken,  friend,"  said  Herrics, 
Rrrnly,  with  whose  name  and  designation  I  was  thus 
Bade  unexpectedly  acquainted. 

"The  ded  a  bit,"  answered  the  undaunted  Peter 
Peebles;  "  I  mind  ye  woel,  for  ye  lodged  in  my  house 
tiw  great  yf:ar  of  forty-five,  for  a  great  year  it  was ; 
the  Granff  Rebellion  Broke  out,  and  my  cause— the 
Rivat  cause— Peebles  against  Plainstanes,  tt  per  con- 
(rs-was  calltKJ  in  the  beginning  of  the  winter  Ses- 
■OD,  and  would  have  been  heard,  but  that  there  was 
a  furcease  of  justice,  with  your  plaids,  and  your 
pipin;:,  and  your  nonsense." 

*'I  tfll  you,  fellow  "said Hcrries, yet  more  fiercely, 
*you  have  confused  me  with  some  of  the  other  fur- 
mtiim  of  yonr  crazy  pate." 

"Speak  hke  a  gentleman^  sir,"  answered  Pe«'bles; 
"theac  are  not  legal  phrases,  Mr.  Herries  of  Birrens- 
Sprak  in  fiirm  of  law,  or  I  shall  bid  yc  giidr 


day,  sir.  I  have  iiae  pleasure  in  spcakiim  lo  proud 
fouu  though  I  am  wilung  to  answer  ony  thinu  in  a 
legal  way;  so  if  y»a  are  ii)r  a  crack  about  aiild  lang- 
ifM^  and  tiu»  apianM  that  vou  and  Captain  Red- 
VflkV. 


I  gimlet  used  to  breed  in  my  houae,  and  the  girded  cask 
of  brandy  that  ye  drank  and  ne'er  thought  of  paying 
'  for  it.  (not  that  I  minded  it  muckle  m  thae  days, 
though  I  have  felt  a  lack  of  it  sinsyne,)  why  I  will 
waste  an  hour  on  ye  at  ony  time.-'And  where  is 
Captain  Kedgimlct  now?  he  was  a  wild  chcp,  like 
.  yoursoll,  though  they  are  nae  sae  keen  after  you  poor 
;  bodies  for  these  some  years  byganc ;  the  heading  and 
hanging  is  weel  ower  now— awful  job— awful  job- 
will  ye  try  my  sneeshing?" 

He  eoncliidod  hid  desultory  speech  by  ihmsting  onl 
his  large  bony  paw,  filled  with  a  Scottish  mull  ot 
.  huge  dimensions,  which  Hernes,who  had  been  stand 
j  mg  like  one  petrified  by  the  assurance  of  this  unex- 
pected address,  rejeetra  with  a  contemptuous  motion 
of  his  hand,  which  spilhsd  some  of  the  contents  of  the 
box. 

"Awcel,  a  weel,"  said  Peter  Peebles^  totally  un- 
abashed by  the  repulse,  "e'en  as  ye  like,  a  wilful 
man  maun  hae  his  way;  but"  he  added,  stooping 
down,  and  endeavouring  to  gather  the  spilt  snuff  from 
the  polished  floor,  "I  canna  afford  to  lose  my sneeah- 
ing  for  a'  that  yc  are  gumplc-foisted  wi'  me." 

My  attention  had  been  keenly  awakened,  during 
this  extraordinary  and  unexpected  scene.  I  watch- 
ed, with  as  nmch  attention  aa  my  own  agitation  per- 
mitted me  to  command,  the  effect  produced  on  the 
parties  concerned.  It  was  evident  that  our  friend, 
Peter  Pecrbles,  had  unwarily  let  out  something  which 
altered  the  sentiments  of^  Justice  Foxley  and  hb 
clerk  towards  Mr.  Herries,  with  whom,  until  he  was 
known  and  acknowledged  under  that  name,  they  had 
appeared  to  lie  so  intiniote.  They  talked  with  each 
other  aside,  looked  at  a  paper  or  two  which  the 
clerk  selected  from  the  contents  of  a  huge  black 
pockctbook  and  seemed  under  the  influence  of  fear 
and  uncertainty,  totally  at  a  loss  what  line  of  conduct 
to  adopt 

Herries  made  a  different  and  a  far  more  interesting 
figure.  However  little  Peter  Pt»cbles  might  resemble 
the  angel  Ithuriel,  the  appearance  of  Herries,  his  high 
and  scornful  demeanour,  vexed  at  what  seemed  de- 
tection, yet  fearless  of  the  consequences,  and  regard- 
ing the  whispering  magistrate  and  his  clerk  With 
looks  in  which  contempt  predominated  over  anger 
or  anxiety,  bore,  in  my  opinion,  no  slight  resem- 
blance to 

"  the  rami  port 

And  faded  iplendour  wan" 

with  which  the  poet  has  invested  the  detected  King 
of  the  Powers  of^  the  Air. 

As  he  glanced  round,  with  a  look  which  he  had  en- 
deavour«^  to  comiiose  to  haughty  indifference,  his 
eye  encountered  mine,  and,  I  thought,  at  the  first 
glance  sunk  beneath  it  But  he  instantly  rallied  his 
natural  spirit,  and  returned  me  one  of  those  extraor- 
dinary h)oks,  by  which  ho  could  contort  so  strangely 
the  wrinkles  on  his  forehead.  I  started ;  but,  angry 
at  myself  for  my  pusillanimity,  I  answere<l  him  by  a 
look  of  the  same  kind,  and,  catching  the  reflection  of 
my  countenance  in  a  large  antique  mirror  which  stood 
iHifore  me,  I  started  again  at  the  real  o**  imaginary 
resemblance  which  my  countenance,  at  that  moment, 
bore  to  that  of  Herries.  Surely  my  fate  is  soiuehow 
strano'ly  interwoven  with  that  of  this  mysterious 
individual.  I  had  no  time  at  present  to  speculate  upon 
thesubj(Tt,for  the  subsequent  conversation  demanded 
all  my  attention. 

The,  Justice*  addressed  Herries,  af>er  a  pause  of . 
about  five  minutes,  in  which  all  parlies  scrmed  at 
some  loss  how  to  proeiw.'d.  He  sp<ike  with  embar- 
rassment, and  his  faltering  voice,  and  the  long  inter- 
vals which  divide<i  his  sentences,  seemed  to  indicate 
fear  of  him  whom  headdrt^sstd. 

** Neighbour,"  he  said.  "I  could  not  have  thought 
this;  or,  if  /-eh— c/«/  think— in  a  comer  of  my  own 
mind  as  it  were— that  you,  I  say— that  you  might 
have  unluckilv  engaged  in— eh— the  matter  of  the 
fortv-five— there  was  still  time  to  have  forgot  all 
that." 

"And  is  it  so  singular  that  a  man  should  have  been 
out  in  the  forty-five  ?"  said  Herries.  with  contemptu- 
ous compofiuiiF*;— "your  father,  I  think,  Mr.  Fojdev 
was  out  withDerwentwateriu  the  fifteen." 
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"And  loBl  half  of  nis  rstntp,*'  an<twcred  FoxIe>',  i  been  nngeneronp  enou;;h  to  trouble  a  gentleman  nnder 
with  iiiuro  rapidity  than  urub!  ;  "and  was  very  noar  >  misfortune,  on  account  of  political  opinnns  and  di»- 
— ht?m— beini?  han«»?d  into  the  Ixioi.  But  thw  is—  putrs.  which  havi^  been  lung  ended  by  the  moceasof 
Qiiolher  guciw  job— for -eh— tifit^n  is  not  foriy-five; '  the  reigninflf  nowers.  1  trust,  my  Rood  friend,  yoq 
and  my  father  had  a  remission,  and  you,  I  take  it, !  will  not  ondan^r  yourself,  bv  taking  any  other  view 
have  not."  '  of  the  subject  than  you  have  done  ever  anc«  we  w«r 

"  Perhaps  I  have," said  Herries,  indifTerently ;  "or,  !  Be«]iiaint<.'a  T' 
if  I  have  not,  I  am  but  in  the  case  of  half  a  dozen 


."^jllL 

The  Justice  answered  with  more  readiness,  ss  well 
as  more  spirit  than  usual,  "Neighbour  Ingoldaby— 
what  you  say— is— eh— in  some  sort  true:  and  when 
you  were  coming  and  going  at  marketa.  borse-rac^ 
and  cock-fights,  fairs,  hunts,  and  such  like— it  wm- 
eh— nriiher  my  business  nor  my  wish  to  diroel— 1  My 
—to  inquire  into  and  dispel  the  mysteriea  which  hong 
alHMii  voH  ;  for  while  you  were  a  good  companion  in 
the  fidd,  and  over  a  bottle  now  and  then— I  did  ooi 
— eh— think  it  necessary  to  ask— into  your  pritire 
aflliirs.  And  if  I  thought  you  were— ahem— sompwhtt 
unfortunate  in  former  undertakings,  and  cntcrpnse^ 
and  connexions,  which  might  cause  you  (o  liveansH- 

^ .  ..._    ^  ,.  tlodly  and  more  private,  I  could  have— eh— very  littb 

should  trouble  htmsdf  about  the  unfortunate  relics  of  I  pleasure— to  agtsravate  your  case  by  interfering,  or  re- 


others  whom  f^overnment  do  not  think  worth  looking 
after  at  this  tmie  of  day,  so  thev  give  no  offence  or 
disturbance." 

"  But  you  have  given  both,  sir,"  said  Nicholas  Fag- 
got, the  clerk,  who,  having  some  petty  provincial  situ- 
ation, as  I  have  since  understood,  ciccmed  himself 
bound  to  be  zealous  for  government.  "  Mr.  Justice 
Foxley  cannot  be  answerable  for  letting  you  pass 
free,  now  your  name  ana  surname  have  been  spi:>ken 
plainly  out.  Thf  re  are  warrants  out  against  you  from 
the  Si^cretary  of  State's  office." 

"A  proper  allegation,  Mr.  Attorney!  that,  at  the 
distance  of  so  maaf  years,  the  Secretary  of  Stale 


nsdf' 


a  ruined  cause!"  answered  Mr.  Herrif-s. 

"  But  if  it  be  8»i,"  said  the  clerk,  who  seemed  to 
assume  more  contidence  upon  the  composure  of  Her- 
lies's  demeanour ;  "  and  if  cause  haa  been  s^ven  by  the 
conduct  of  a  gentleman  himseIC  who  hath  been,  it  is 
alleged,  raking  up  old  matierts  and  mixing  them  with 
new  subjects  of  disatfection- 1  say,  if  it  be  so,  I 
should  advise  the  party,  in  his  wisdom,  to  surrender 
himself  quietly  into  the  lawt'ul  custody  of  the  next 
Justice  of  Peace— Mr.  Foxley,  suppose— where,  and 


quiring  explanations,  which  nreoCten  more  easily  asked 
than  given.  Rut  when  there  are  warrants  and  wit* 
nvsses  to  names — and  those  names,  christian  and  nr* 
name,  belong  to— eh— an  attainted  person — charaed— 
I  trust  falsely— with— ahem— taking  advantag>>  of 
miKlern  broils  and  heart-burnings  lo  renew  our  rivi 
disiurbancps,  the  case  is  altered;  and  I  must— ahem 
— (\o  my  duty," 

Th(;  Justioe  cot  on  his  feet  as  he  concluded  thii 
speech,  and  looked  as  bold  as  he  could.    I  drewdoK 


by  whom,  the  matter  should  be  regularly  inquin>d.i  beside  him  and  his  clerk,  Mr.  Faggot,  thinkir^,tba 
into.  I  am  only  putting  a  case," he  addod,  watching  \  moment  favdurnbli'  for  my  own  liberation,  andinii- 
with  apprehension  the  effect  which  his  words  were!  mate<i  to  Mr.  Foxley  iny  determination  to  stand  by 


likely  to  produce  upon  the  party  to  whom  they  were 
addressed. 

"And  were  I  to  receive  such  advice,"  said  Ilcrries, 
with  the  same  coini>o<>ure  as  bi?fo re— "putting  the 
caae,  as  you  sav,  Mr.  Fagiiot— I  should  ret|Uost  to  see 
the  warrant  which  countenanced  such  a  scandalous 
proceed  irig." 

Mr.  Nicholas,  by  way  of  answer,  placed  in  his 
band  a  paper,  and  seemed  anxiously  to  ex\vict  the 
consenucnccs  which  were  to  enauc.  Mr.  Horries 
lookeci  it  over  with  the  same  equanimity  as  before, 
and  then  continued,  "And  were  such  a  scrawl  as 
this  prescntitd  to  me  in  my  own  house,  I  would 
throw  it  into  the  chimney,  and  Mr.  Faggot  upon  the 
top  of  it.'/ 

Accordingly,  seconding  the  word  with  the  action, 
he  flung  the  warrant  iiiio  the  fire  with  one  hand,  j 


him.    But  Mr.  Hemes  only  lauded  at  the  menacine 
posture  which  we  assumed.    "My  good  neighbour, 
said  he,  "you  lalk  of  a  witness— Is  yon  crazy  beggir 
a  tit  wiino!»s  in  an  affair  of  this  nature  ?" 

"  But  yon  do  not  deny  that  you  are  Mr.  Henwirf 
Birrenswork,  mentioned  in  the  Secretary  of  Sute'i 
warrant?"  said  Mr.  Foxley. 

"How  can  I  deny  or  own  any  thing  about  it? 
said  Henries,  with  a  sneer.  "There  is  no  such  wa^ 
rant  in  existence  now;  its  ashes,  like  the  poortiiit'ir 
who.«»e  doom  it  throat<?ned.  have  been  dispersed  totlw 
four  winds  of  heaven.  There  is  now  no  warrant  ib 
the  world." 

"But  you  will  not  deny."  said  the  Justice,  "thtf 
you  were  the  pcrst>n  named  in  it ;  and  that— eh— jvor 
own  act  destroved  if  V 

__    ._   "I  will  neither  deny  my  name  nor  mv  actions 

and  fixed  the  other,  with  a  stem  and  irmsistiblepripe, .  Justice,"  rcplii  d  Mr.  Hemes,  "  when  calhrd  upon  bf 
on  the  breast  of  the  attorney,  who,  totally  unable  to  '  compitj'nt  authority  to  avow  or  defend  them.  Batl 
contend  with  him,  in  either  personal  strength  or '  will  ref-isi  all  inM>ertinent  attempts  either  to  intruie 
mental  energy,  trembled  like  a  chicken  in  the  raven's  into  my  private  motivi^s,  or  to  contml  my  person.  1 
clutch.  He,  got  off,  however,  for  the  fright ;  for  am  quite  well  nnrpared  to  do  so;  and  I  trust  that)-oo. 
Henries,  having  probably  made  him  fully  sensible  of  my  goixi  neighbour  and  brother  sportsman,  in  your 
the  strength  of  his  grasp,  released  him  with  a  scorn-  ex[ii)sti]lation,  and  mv  friend  Mr.  Nicholas  Fa^ 
ful  laui^h.  here,  in  his  hinnhle  advice  and  petition  that  I  tnoum 

"  Detorcemcnt— spulzie — stoulhrief— masterful  res-  siirri-nder  mys<'lf.  will  consider  yourselves  as  hiving 
cue!"  exclaimed  Peter  Peebles,  scandalizeil  at  the  amply  discharged  your  duty  to  King  George  and  Go- 
resistance  offered  to  the  law  in  the  person  of  Nicholas    vernmeni." 

F.ii«ot.  But  his  shrill  exclamations  were  drowned  The  cold  and  ironical  tone  in  which  ho  made  tp 
in  Oie  thundering  voice  of  Herries,  who,  calling  npon  declaration ;  the  look  and  aitjtude,  sonobly  c.xpre»ive 
Cristal  Nixon,  ordered  him  to  take  the  bawhng  fool  of  absolute  confidence  in  his  own  superior  sirenzih 
down  stairs,  fill  his  belly,  and  thrn  give  him  a  guinea,  and  energv,  w^emeil  to  complete  the  indecision  which 
and  thrust  him  out  of  doors.  Under  such  injunctions,  i  had  already  shown  itself  on  the  side  of  those  whom 
Pe«.T  easdy  sutlered  himself  to  be  withdrawn  from    he  nddress«fl. 

the  sa-ne.  The  Justice  looked  to  the  Clerk— the  Olerk  to  the 
Hrrri.'S  then  turned  to  the  Justice,  whose  visnce.  Justice;  the  former  Wrf.  efc'rf,  without  bringing f«>T»h 
w holly  abandom-<l  by  the  niliicund  hue  which  so  lately  an  articulate  syllable;  the  latter  only  said,  "As  ilw 
hjameJ  up«m  it,  hung  out  tiie  sauie  pale  livery  as  that  warrant  is  destroyed,  Mr.  Justice,  I  presume  you  do 
of  his  dismayed  clerk.  "Old  friend  and  acquaint-  *  '  ' 
«nce,"  he  said,  "you  came  here  at  my  request,  on  a 
friendly  errand,  to  convince  this  silly  voung  man  of 
the  right  which  I  have  over  his  person  fi>r  the  present. 
I  trust  you  do  riot  intend  to  make  your  visit  the  pre- 
text of  disquieting  nic  about  other  matters  7    All  the, -     - -. -.  ;- 

world  Knows  that  I  have  been  living  at  iargr.  in  those  '  I  mean  no  harm,  neishlwur- 1  think  we— as  we 
norlhciii  counties,  for  some  months,  not  to  siy  years.  '  have  no  voifse,  or  constables,  or  the  like— should  o^ 
«nd  might  have  Itean  apprehended  at  any  time,  had  j  der  our  horses— and,  in  one  word,  look  the  inaiiei 
the  necessities  of  the  state  n-qiiireil,  or  my  own  be-  ■  over." 
iuviour  deservod  iL    But  no  English  magistrate  has  I     "  Judiciously  resolved,"  said  the  person  whom  ika 


i  not  he 


wurrniii  ih  «i'."«iru)eii,  i»ir.  ^ lining,  m.  prcMjiin 

not  mean  to  jiroi'eed  with  the  arrest  ?" 

"Hum— ay— why  no— Nicholas— it  wmiM 

quite  advisable— and  as  the  Forty-five  was  an  oio 

affair  -and— hem— as  my  friend  here  wilL  I  hope,  see 

:  his  error— that  is,  if  he  has  not  seen  it  already— and 

renounce  ihe  Pope,  thn  Devil,  and  the  IHt-lender- 


vm.} 
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I  •fl«cted ;  "  but  before  yoo  ffo,  I  trust  you  will 
Bd  bo  friends  r 

f"  said  the  Justice,  rubbinff  his  brow,  "our 
I  has  been— hem— rather  a  Uiirsty  one." 
ital  Nixon,"  said  Mr.  Herries,  *'  let  us  have  a 
iikani  instantly,  large  enough  to  quench  the 
the  whole  commission."  ' 

)  Cristal  was  absent  on  this  genial  errand, 
as  a  pause,  of  which  I  endeavoured  to  avail 
by  bringing  back  the  discourse  to  my  own 
B.  "  Sir,"  1  said  to  Justice  Foxley,  "  i  have 
!t  business  with  your  late  discussion  with  Mr. 
>  ^^]y  just  thus  far— You  leave  me,  a  loyal 
of  Kjng  Georae,  an  unwilling  prisoner  in, the 
f  a  person  whom  you  have  reason  to  believe 
lly  to  the  King's  cause.  I  humbly  submit  that 
ODtrary  to  your  duty  as  a  magistrate,  and  that 
ht  to  make  Mr.  Henries  aware  of  the  illegality 
T>ceeding9,  and  take  steps  for  my  rescue,  either 
le  spot,  or,  at  least,  as  soon  as  possible  after 

e  left  this  case" 

mg  man,"  said  Mr.  Justice  Foxley,  "I  would 
u  remember  you  are  under  the  power,  the  law- 
er— ahem— oi  your  guardian." 
calls  himsself  so,  indeed,"  I  replied ;  "  but  he 
nrn  no  evidence  to  establish  so  absurd  a  claim : 
he  had,  his  circumstances,  as  an  attainted 
xcepted  from  pardon,  would  void  such  a  right, 
ited.  I  do  therefore  desire  you,  Mr.  Justice, 
,  his  clerk,  to  cont^ider  my  situation,  and  af- 
relief  at  your  peril." 

»  is  a  young  fellow  now,"  said  the  Justice, 
jch  imbarrassed  looks,  "  thinks  that  I  carr>' 
lie  statute  law  of  EngJond  in  my  head  and  a 
mitatus  to  e.xecutc  them  in  my  pocket!  Why, 
>od  would  my  interference  do  ?— but— hum- 
ill  sprnk  to  your  guardian  in  your  favour." 
K>k  Mr.  Herries  aside,  and  seemed  indef.'d  to 
nething  upon  him  with  much  earnestness : 
haps  sucn  a  species  of  intercession  was  all 
n  the  circumstances,  I  was  entitled  to  expect 
no. 

of^en  looked  at  me  as  they  spoke  together ; 
Z^ristal  Nixon  entered  with  a  huge  four-pottle 
,  filled  with  the  beverage  his  master  had  de- 
,  H'^rrics  turned  away  irom  Mr.  Foxley  some- 
ipaticntly,  saying  witn  emphasis,  "I  give  you 
a  of  honour,  tliat  you  have  not  the  slightest 

0  apprehend  any  thing  on  his  account.  He 
>k  up  tlM.<  lunknrd,  and  saying  aloud  in  Gae- 
'junt  an  Ifcy^''*  just  tasted  the  liquor,  and 
the  tankard  to  Justice  Foxley,  who,  to  avoid 
nina  of  pledging  him  to  what  might  be  the 
er's  health,  dniPK  to  Mr.  Herries'  own,  with 
ointed  solemnity,  but  in  a  draught  far  less 

lerk  imitated  the  example  of  his  principal,  and 
lin  to  folk)w  their  example,  for  anxiety  and 
at  least  as  tliirsty  as  sorrow  is  said  to  be.  In 
we  exhausted  the  composition  of  ale,  sherry, 
uire,  nutmeg,  and  other  goo<l  things,  strandra 
3  silver  bottom  of  the  tankard,  thenuge  toast, 
as  the  roasted  orange,  which  had  whilome 
ollily  upon  the  brim,  and  rendered  legible  Dr. 

1  celebrated  lines  engraved  thereon— 

4e^  l\»  Kinc  i-Cod  \>\tm  the  Faith's  derenderi 
!W— No  liarm  in  bloMinr  the  Prrb-nd^r. 
lat  Prat«nder  in,  anil  who  that  Kini{,— 
MS  ua  all  I— in  quite  anotlier  Uiioff." 

time  enough  to  study  this  effusion  of  the  Ja- 
nuae,  while  the  Justice  was  engaged  in  ihe 
lat  tedious  ceremony  of  tqking  leave.  That 
Faggot  was  less  ceremonious ;  but  I  suspect 
ng  besides  empty  compliment  passed  betwixt 
dTMr.  Herries;  for  I  remarked  that  the  latter 
a  f)iecc  of  paper  into  the  hand  of  the  former, 
might  perhoDS  ho  a  little  atonement  for  the 
I  with  which  he  hud  burnt  the  warrant,  and 
1  no  ^'entle  hand  on  the  resp<'ctal>le  minion  of 
by  whom  it  was  exhibited ;  and  I  observed 
iiade  this  propitiation  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
t  from  the  worthy  clerk's  principal. 
•  TlM  Kinc'a  hedUi. 

o 


When  this  was  arranged,  the  party  took  leave  of 
each  other,  with  much  formality  on  the  part  of  Sqai«e 
Foxley^  amongst  whose  adieus  the  following  phrase 
was  chiefly  remarkable :— "  I  presume  you  do  not  in- 
tend  to  stay  long  in  these  parts?" 

"Not  ibr  the  present,  Justice,  you  may  be  sure; 
there  are  good  reasons  to  the  contrary.  But  I  havu 
no  doubt  of  arranging  my  affairs,  so  that  we  shall 
4)cedLly  have  sport  together  again. 

He  went  to  wait  upun  the  Justice  to  the  court-yard ; 
and,  as  he  did  so,  commanded  Cnstal  Nixon  to  seu 
that  I  returned  into  my  apartment.  JCnowingit  would 
be  to  no  purpose  to  resist  or  taniper  with  tiiat  stub- 
bom  functionary,  I  obe)'ed  in  silence,  and  was  once 
mora  a  prisoner  in  my  former  quarters. 


CHAPTER  VIII. 

LATIMEb's  JOUaSCAL  IN  COMTiyFATlOlC. 

I  SPENT  more  than  an  luHir,  after  returning  to  the 
apartment  which  1  may  eall  my  pnwn,  in  reducins 
to  writing  the  singular  circumstances  which  I  bad 
just  witnessed.  Atethought  I  could  now  form  some 
guess  at  the  character  of  Mr.  Herries,  upon  whose 
name  and  situation  the  late  scone  had  thrown  conei- 
demble  light ;— one  of  those  fanatical  Jacobites, 
doubtless,  whose  arms,  not  twenty  years  since,  had 
shaken  the  British  thrrme,  and  some  of  whom,  though 
their  party  daily  diminish  in  numbers,  energy  and 
power,  retained  still  an  inclination  to  renew  the  at- 
tempt they  had  found  so  desperate.  He  was  indeed 
perfectly  aiffereirt  from  the  sort  of  zealous  Jacobites 
whom  It  had  been  my  luck  hitherto  to  meet  with. 
Old  ladiesof  family  over  their  hyson,  ami  gray-haired 
lairds  over  their  punch.  I  had  often  heard  utter  a  little 
harmless  treason ;  while  the  former  remembered  hav- 
ing led  down  a  dance  with  the  Chevalier,  and  the  latter 
recounted  the  feats  they  had  performed  at  Preston, 
Clifton,  and  Falkirk. 

The  diseafieetion  of  such  persons  was  too  unim- 

Eortant  to  excite  the  attention  of  government.  I  had 
eard,  however,  that  there  still  existed  partisans  of 
the  Stewart  family,  of  a  more  daring  end  dangerous 
description;  men  who,  fiunished  with  gold  from 
Rome,  moved  secretly  and  in  disguise,  through  the 
various  classes  of  society,  and  endeavoured  to  keep 
alive  the  expiring  zeal  of  their  party.   , 

I  had  no  difiicuUy  in  assigning  an  important  p»st 
among  this  class  of  persons,  whose  agency  and  ex- 
ertion are  only  doubted  by  those  who  look  on  the  sur- 
face of  things,  to  this  Mr.  Henries,  whose  mental 
energies,  as  well  as  his  personal  strength  and  activity, 
seemed  to  qualify  him  well  to  act  so  dangerous  a  part; 
and  I  knew  that,  all  along  the  Western  Border,  both 
in  England  and  Scotland,  there  are  so  many  Non- 
jurors, that  such  a  person  may  reside  there  with  ab- 
solute safety,  unless  it  becomes,  in  a  very  espeaal 
degree,  the  object  of  the  government  to, secure  faia 
person ;  and  which  purpose,  even  then,  might  be  dia- 
aiipoinied  by  early  intelligence,  or,  as  m  the  case  of 
Mr.  Foxley,  by  the  unwillingness  of  provincial  ma- 
gistratbs  to  interfere  in  what  is  now  conski^red  an 
invidious  pursuit  of  ihe  unfortunate. 

There  have,  however,  been  rumours  lately,  as  if  the 
present  state  of  the  nation,  or  at  least  of  some  die 
contented  provinces,  agitoted  by  a  variety  of  cauaeis 
but  particularly  by  the  unpopularity  of  the  present  ad> 
ministration,  may  seem  to  this  species  of  agitators  a 
favourable  period  fur  recommencing  their  intrigues; 
while,  on  the  other  hand,  government  may  not,  at 
such  a  crisis,  be  inclined  to  Took  upon  them  with  the 
(*ontcmpt  which  a  few  years  ago  would  have  been 
their  most  appropriate  punishment. 

That  men  should  be  found  rash  enough  to  throw 
away  thnr  services  and  lives  in  a  desperate  cause,  is 
nothing  new  in  history,  which  abounds  with  instances 
of  similar  devotion— that  Mr.  Herries  is  such  an  en- 
thusiast, is  no  less  evident :  but  all  this  explains  not 
his  conduct  towards  me..  Had  he  sought  to  make  me 
a  proselyte  to  his  ruined  cause,  violenct>  and  compul- 
sion were  arguments  very  unlikely  to  prevail  with  any 
generous  spirit.  But  even  if  such  were  his  object,  m 
what  use  to  him  could  be  the  acquisiuMm  of  t  r' 
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relocUint  partifinn,  who  cojM  brinu  only  hi«  own 

Srwn  to  wipport  any  quBircl  whirh  he  mi^ht  adopt  ? 
c  had  claimed  over  me  the  rights  of  a  guardian  ;  he 
had  more  than  hinted  that  I  was  in  a  state  of  mind 
which  could  not  dispenne  with  the  authority  of  wich 
a  person.  Was  this  man,  so  Htemly  desperate  in  his 
purpose,— he  who  seeniol  willing  to  take  on  his  own 
shoulders  the  entire  support  of  a  cause  which  had 
been  ruinou^t  to  thou.«anua,— was  he  (he  person  that 
had  the  power  of  deciding  on  my  fate  7  Was  it  from 
him  those  dangers  flowt'd,  to  secure  me  against 
which  I  had  been  educated  uuder  such  circumstances 
of  secrecy  and  precaution  7 

And  if  this  was  so,  of  what  nature  was  the  claim 
which  he  nsacrted  7— Was  it  that  of  propinquity  7-;- 
And  did  I  share  the  blood,  perhaps  the  foalures,  of  this 
singular  being  ?—Strango  as  it  may  seem,  a  thrill  of 
awC|  which  shot  across  mv  mind  at  that  instant,  was 
not  unmingled  with  a  wild  and  mysterious  feeling  of 
wonder,  almost  amoimting  to  pleasure.  I  remem- 
bered the  reflection  of  my  own  race  in  the  mirror  at 
one  strikmg  moment  during  the  singular  interview  of 
the  day,  and  ]  hastt^ned  to  the  outward  apartment  to 
consult  a  glass  which  hung  there,  whether  it  were 
possible  for  my  coimtennnce  to  be  again  contorted 
mto  the  peculiar  frown  which  so  much  resembled  the 
terrific  look  of  Herries.  But  I  folded  my  brow»  in 
vain  into  a  thousand  complicated  wrinkles,  and  I  was 
obliged  to  conclude,  either  that  the  supposed  mark  on 
my  brow  was  altogether  imaginar>',  or  that  it  could 
not  be  called  forth  by  voluntary  effort ;  or^  in  fine, 
what  seemed  most  likely,  that  it  was  such  a  resem- 
blance as  the  imagination  traces  in  the  embers  of  a 
wood  fire,  or  among^  the  varied  veins  of  marble,  dis- 
tinct at  one  time,  and  obscure  or  invisible  at  another, 
according  as  the  combination  of  lines  strikes  the  eye, 
or  impresses  the  fancy. 

While  I  was  mouldmg  my  visage  like  a  mad  player, 
the  door  suddenly  opened,  and  the  giri  of  the  house 
♦•ntered.  Angry  and  ashamed  at  being  detected  in  my 
Mingular  occupation.  I  turned  round  sharply,  and,  I 
suppose,  chance  produced  the  change  on  my  features 
which  I  had  been  in  vain  labouring  to  call  forth. 

The  girl  started  back,  with  her  "  Don  t  ye  look  so 
now-;-don't  ye,  for  love's  sake— you  be  as  like  the  ould 
8quoire  as— But  here  a  comes,"  said  she,  huddling 
away  out  of  the  room:  "and  if  you  want  a  third, 
there  is  none  but  ould  Hnrry,  as  I  know  of|  that  can 
match  ye  for  a  brent  broo !" 

As  the  giri  muttered  this  exclamation,  and  hastened 
out  of  the  room,  Horries  entered.  He  stopped  on 
observing  that  I  had  lookf^  again  to  the  mirror: 
anxious  to  trace  the  look  by  which  the  wench  had 
undoubtedly  been  terrified.  He  seemed  to  guess  what 
was  passing  in  my  mind,  for,  as  I  turned  towards 
him,  he  obr*ervcd,  "  Doubt  not  thai  it  is  stamped  on 
j'our  forehead— the  fatal  mark  of  our  race ;  though  it 
IS  not  now  so  apparent  ae  it  will  become  when  oge 
and  sorrow,  and  the  traces  of  stormy  passions,  arid 
of  bitter  penitence,  shall  have  drawn  their  furrows  on 
your  brow." 

"  Mysterious  man,"  I  replied,  "  I  know  not  of  what 
you  sp  wk ;  your  language  is  as  dark  as  your  pur- 
poses." 

**Sii  down,  then,"  he  said,  "and  listen;  thus  far, 
at  least,  must  the  veil  of  which  you  compUin  be 
raised  When  withdrawn,  it  will  only  display  guilt 
and  sorrow— guilt,  fi)Mi>wr<l  by  stransc  penalty,  and 
Horrow,  which  Providence  has  entailed  upon  the  pos- 
terity of  the  mourners." 

He  paus«xl  a  moment,  and  commenced  his  nar- 
lative,  ^^-hich  he  told  with  the  air  of  one,  who,  remote 
as  the  cyeiitH  were  which  he  recited,  took  still  the 
deepest  interest  in  them.  The  rone  of  his  voic»;, 
which  I  have  hlreadv  describtxl  as  ri«*h  and  powerful, 
juded  by  its  inflections  the  ertt'Cts  of  his  story,  which 
I  will  endeavour  to  write  down,  as  nearly  as  possible, 
in  the  very  words  which  he  usoil 

"It  was  not  of  lute  years  that  the  Rnglish  natbn 
.mmed,  that  their  best  chance  of  conquering  their 
independent  neighbours  must  be  by  introducing 
Amongst  thi-m  division  and  civil  war.  You  need  not 
be  reminde<l  of  the  state  of  thraldom  to  which  Scot- 
land was  reduced  by  the  unhappy  warn  betwixt  the 


domestic  factions  of  Bmoe  and  Baliol ;  nor  how,  aftet 
Strotland  had  been  emancipated  from  a  foreign  yoke; 
by  the  conduct  and  valour  of  the  immortal  Bruce,  the 
whole  fruits  of  the  triumphs  of  Bannockbam  were 
lost  in  the  dreiidfnl  defeats  of  Dupplin  and  Halidon ; 
and  Edward  Baliol,  the  minion  and  feudatory  of  his 
namesake  of  Knglaiid,  seemed,  for  a  brief  season,  in 
safe  and  uncontested  possession  of  the  throne^  so 
lately  occupied  by  the  greatest  ^neral  and  wisest 
prince  in  Europe.  But  the  expenenoe  of  Bruoe  had 
not  died  with  him.  There  were  many  who  bad 
shared  his  martial  labours  and  all  remembered  the 
successful  efibrts  by  which,  nnder  circumstances  u 
disadvantageous  as  those  of  his  son,  be  had  achieved 
the  liberation  of  Scotland. 

"The  usurper,  Edward  Baliol,  was  feast iru;  with  t 
few  of  his  favourite  retainers  in  the  Castle  ol  Annto. 
when  he  was  suddenly  surprised  by  a  chosen  bandoi 
insurgent  patriots.  TTheir  chiefs  were,  Dooglai, 
Randolph,  the  young  Earl  of  Moray,  and  Sir  Simoa 
Prater ;  and  their  success  was  so  complete,  that  Bafiol 
was  obliged  to  fly  for  his  life,  scarcely  clothed,  and 
on  a  horse  which  there  was  no  leisure  to  saddle.  It 
was  of  importance  to  seize  his  person,  if  possible,  and 
his  flight  was  riosely  pursued  by  o  valiant  knight  of 
Norman  descent,  whose  family  had  been  long  settled 
in  the  marches  of  Dumfries-shire.    Their  No 


appellation  was  FitzrAldin,  but  this  knight,  from  the 
great  slaughter  which  he  had  made  of  the  Southran, 
and  the  ri'luctance  which  he  had  sho^n  lo  admil 
them  to  quarter  during  the  former  wars  of  that  bloodv 

Eeriod,  had  acquired  the  name  of  Redgauntlet,  whico 
e  transmitted  lo  his  posterity" 

"Redgauntlet!"  I  involuntarily  repeated. 

"  Yes,  Redgauntlet,"  said  my  alleged  guardiin, 
looking  at  me  keenly  ]  "does  that  name  recall  any 
associations  to  your  mind  7" 

"No,"  I  replied,  "except  that  I  lately  heanl  it 
given  to  the  hero  of  a  supernatural  legend. 

"Them  are  many  such  current  concemiiig  the 
family,"  he  answered;  and  then  proceeded  in  kit 
narrative. 

"Albcrick  Redgauntlet,  the  first  of  his  house  » 
termed,  was,  as  may  be  supposed  from  his  name,  ol 
a  stem  and  implacable  disposition,  which  had  ben 
rendered  more  so  by  family  discord.  An  only  soo. 
now  a  youth  of  eighteen,  shared  so  much  the  haughty 
spirit  of  his  father,  that  he  became  impatient  of  ^ 
niestic  control,  resisted  paternal  authority,  and  finillr 
fled  from  his  father's  house,  renounced  his  poklieu 
opinions,  and  awakened  his  mortal  displeasure  by 
joininy^  the  adherents  of  Baliol.  It  was  said  that  ni 
father  cursed  in  his  wrath  his  degenerate  pApriiif; 
and  swore  that,  if  they  met,  he  should  perish  by  hM 
hand.  Mean  time,  circumstances  seemed  ro  pnMniK 
atonement  for  this  great  deprivation.  The  lady  of 
Albcrick  Redgauntlet  was  usain,  after  many  yeaia 
in  a  situation  which  afforded  her  husband  the  hope  of 
a  lAore  dutifid  heir. 

"  But  the  delicacy  and  deep  interest  of  his  wiftfi 
condition  did  not  prevent  Alberick  from  engaging  in 
the  undertaking  of  Douglas  and  Moray.  He  aad 
been  the  most  forward  in  the  attack  of  the  castle;  ind 
was  now  foremost  in  the  pursuit  of  Baliol,  eageriy 
engnged  in  dispersing  or  cutting  down  the  few  dafiaf 
followers  who  endeavoured  to  protect  theu«iip«in 
his  flight. 

"  As  these  were  successively  routed  or  slaiiL  the 
formidable  Ri^dirauntlet,  the  mortal  enemy  ol  the 
Houjie  of  Bnliol  was  within  two  lances'  length  of  the 
fugitive  Eilward  Baliol,  in  a  narrow  pass,  wheal 

St)uth,  one  of  the  last  who  attended  the  usurper  in  hii 
ight,  threw  himself  between  them,  received  the 
Rhix;k  of  the  pursuer,  and  was  unhorsnl  and  over 
thrown.  The  helmet  rolled  from  his  head,  and  ibe 
beams  of  the  sun,  then  rising  over  the  Solwir, 
showed  Redgauntlet  the  features  of  his  disohedieot 
son,  in  the  livery,  and  wearing  the  cognizance,  of  the 
usurper. 

"  Redgauntlet  beheld  his  son  lying  before  his  horae^i 
feet;  but  he  also  saw  Bnliol,  the  usurper  of  (he  Scot- 
tish crown,  still,  as  it  seemed,  within  his  grasp,  and 
sfpnratfM  from  him  only  by  the  prostrate  body  of  his 
overthrown  adherent.    Without  pauaing  lo  '    -^ 
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whether  youiii;  Edward  was  wounded,  he  dashed  his 
■purs  into  his  horse,  meoninf?  to  If-ap  oytr  him,  but 
WIS  unhappily  frustrated  in  his  purpose.  The  siriMJ 
made  indeed  a  bound  forward,  but  was  unable  to  clear 
the  body  of  the  youth,  and  with  its  hind  foot  struck 
aim  in  the  forehead,  as  he  was  in  the  act  of  risintf. 
The  blow  was  mortal.  It  is  needless  to  add,  that  the 
purauit  was  checked,  and  Baliol  escaped. 

'*Redfrauntlet^  ferocious  as  he  is  described,  was  yet 
overwhelmed  with  the  ihoujorhts  of  the  crime  he  had 
committed.  When  he  returned  to  his  castle,  it  was 
toencoanter  new  domestic  sorrows.  His  wife  bad 
been  prematurely  seized  with  the  pangs  of  labour, 
upon  hearing  the  dreadful  catastrophe  which  had 
taken  place.  The  birth  of  an  infant  boy  cost  her  her 
life.  Rcdgnuntlet  sat  by  her  corpse  for  more  than 
twenty-four  hours  without  changing  either  feature  or 
posture,  eo  far  as  his  terrified  domestics  could  ob- 
terve.  The  Abbot, oi  Dundrennan  preached  conso- 
lation to  him  in  vain.  Douglas,  who  came  to  visit  in 
his  affliction  a  patriot  of  sucri  distinguished  zeal,  was 
iBore  aucceasAjl  in  rousinghis  attention.  He  caused 
the  trumpets  to  sound  an  English  point  of  war  in  the 
coart-yard,  and  Redgauntlet  at  once  sprung  to  his 
mns,  and  seemed  restored  to  the  recollection,  which 
had  been  lost  in  the  extent  of  his  miser>'. 

**  Prom  that  moment,  whatever  he  might  feel  in- 
vaidly,  he  gave  way  to  no  outward  emotion.  Dous:- 
ki  caused  bia  infiant  to  bo  brought:  but  even  tBe 
inm-hearted  soldiers  were  struck  with  horror  to  ob- 
lenje,  that,  bv  the  mysterious  law  of  nature,  the  cause 
of  hia  mothers  death,  and  the  evidence  of  his  father's 
guilt,  was  stamped  on  the  innocent  face  of  the  babe, 
nkose  brow  was  distinctly  marked  by  the  miniature 
niemblance  of  a  horaeahoe.  Redgaimtlet  himself 
PMntixi  it  out  to  Douglas,  sayin^L  with  a  ghastly 
flnile.  'It  should  have  been  bloody. 

'*Hov«i,  as  he  waa,  to  compassion  for  hi?  brothcr- 
io-anna,  and  steeled  against  all  softer  feelings  by  the 
hibita  of  civil  war,  Douglas  shuddered  at  this  sight, 
and  dimlayed  a  desire  to  leave  the  house  which  was 
doomed  to  be  the  scene  of  such  horrors.  As  his  part- 
ing advice,  he  exhorted  Alberick  Red^untlet  to  make 
•  pilgrimage  to  Saint  Ninian^a  of  Whiteheme,  then 
eHaemed  a  ahrine  of  great  aanctitv ;  and  departed 
viifa  m  precipitation,  which  might  nave  aggravated, 
kid  that  been  possible,  the  fbriorn  state  of  his  un- 
hqipy  friend,  nut  that  seems  to  have  been  incapa- 
kle  Of  admitting  any  addition.  Sir  Alberick  caustd 
dbe  bodiefl  of  his  slaughtered  son  and  the  mother  to 
tte  laid  aide  by  skle  in  tne  ancient  chapel  of  liis  house, 
iter  he  had  uaed  the  akill  of  a  celebrated  surgeon  of 
diat  time  to  embalm  them ;  and  it  was  soid,  that  for 
Many  weeks  he  spent  some  hours  ni^'htly  in  the  vault 
where  they  reposed. 

"At  length  he  undertook  the  proposed  pilgrimage 
It  Whiteheme,  where  he  confessed  himaelr  for  the 
km.  time  since  hia  misfortune,  and  was  shrived  by 
IB  af^  monk,  who  afterwards  dic^  in  the  odour  of 
■Dctity.  It  is  said,  that  it  was  then  foretold  to  the 
led^uDtlet,  that  on  account  of  hia  unshaken  pat- 
KKism,  his  family  should  continue  to  be  powerful 
■ud  the  changeaof  future  tin lea;  but  that,  in  drtcst- 
Mion  of  his  unrelenting  cruelty  to  his  own  issur, 
Haaven  had  decreed  that  the  valour  of  his  raiTsiiould 
ifwaya  he  fruitless,  and  that  the  cause  which  they 
t^Mwsod  should  never  prosper. 

'Submitting  to  such  penance  as  was  there  imposed, 
fir  Alberick  went,  it  is  thought,  on  a  pil^Tiinnge 
cither  to  Rome,  or  to  the  Holy  Sepulchre  itivlf.  He 
was  univeranlly  considered  as  dead  ;  and  it  was  not 
ill  thirteen  years  afterwards,  that,  in  the  great  bntfic 
of  Durham,  fought  between  David  Bruce  and  (diutm 
Fhilippa  of  England,  a  knight,  bearing  a  h<>rw>9h(>c' 
fcr  hia  crest,  aitpeared  in  the  van  of  the  Srottinh 
iriny,  diittingiiished  himwif  by  his  reckless  and  des- 
perate valour ;  who  being  at  length  overpowered  and 
linn,  was  finally  discovcnMl  to  be  the  brave  and  un- 
hnpy  Sir  Albenck  Iledgauntlet." 

^  And  has  the  fatal  sign,"  said  I,  when  Herries  had 
coded  hia  narrative,  "  descended  on  all  the  posterity 
tf  diii  unhappy  houaeT' 

"It  haa  b€«n  so  handed  down  from  antiquity,  and 
M  Ul  bdisved,"  said  Heniea.    "But  perhaps  there 


is,  in  the  popular  evidence,  something  of  that  fancv 
which  creates  whr»t  it  Stt.'s.  Certainly,  as  other  famf- 
lies  have  peculiarities  by  which  they  arc  distinguished, 
this  of  Redftauntlet  is  marked  in  most  individuals  by 
a  singular  indenture  of  the  forehead,  supposed  to  b^ 
derived  from  the  son  of  Alberick,  their  ancestor,  and 
brother  to  the  unfortunate  f^iward,  who  had  perished 
in  no  piteous  a  manner.  It  is  certain  there  seems  to 
have  been  a  fate  upon  the  House  of  Redgauntlet, 
which  has  been  on  the  losing  side  in  almost  all  the 
civil  broils  which  have  divided  the  kinpdoni  of  Scot- 
land, from  David  Hruce'a  days,  till  the  late  valiant 
and  unsuccessful  attempt  of  the  Chevalier  Charlea 
Edward." 

He  concluded  with  a  deep  sigh,  as  one  whom  the 
subject  had  involvi^l  in  a  train  of  painful  reilections. 

"And  am  I  then,"  I  exclaimed,  "descended  from 
this  unhappy  race 7— Do  you  too  belong  to  it'?— And 
if  so.  wh>'  do  I  sustain  restraint  and  hara  usage  at  the 
hands  of  a  relation?" 

"  Inquire  no  farther  for  the  present,"  he  said.  "Tha 
line  of  conduct  which  I  am  pursuing  towards  you,  is 
dictated  not  by  choice,  but  by  necessity.  You  were 
withdrawn  from  the  bosom  of  your  family,  and  tha 
care  of  vour  le^al  guanlion,  bv  the  timidity  and  igno« 
ranee  of  a  donting  mother,  who  was  incapable  of  es- 
timating the  arsumerita  or  feelings  of  those  who  pre- 
fer honour  and  principle  to  fortune,  and  even  to  life 
The  yoimg  hawk,  accustomed  only  to  the  fostering 
care  of  its  dam,  must  be  tamed  by  darkness  and  sleep 
lessncss,  ere  it  is  trusted  on  the  wing  for  the  purposes 
of  the  falconer." 

I  was  appalled  at  this  declaration,  which  seemed  to 
threaten  a  long  continuance,  and  a  dangerous  termi- 
nation, of  my  captivity.  I  deemed  it  best,  however, 
to  show  some  spirit,  and  at  the  same  time  to  mingle 
a  tone  of  conciliation.  "Mr.  Herries,"  I  said,  "  (u  I 
call  you  rightly  by  that  name^)  let  us  speak  upon  thia 
matter  without  the  tone  of  mystery  and  fear  in  which 
you  seem  inclined  to  envek>pe  it.  I  have  been  long, 
alas !  deprived  of  the  care  of  that  affectionate  mother 
to  whom  vou  allude — long  under  the  charge  of  stran- 
gers— and  compelled  to  fonn  my  own  resolutiont 
upon  the  reasoning  of  my  own  mind.  Misfortune- 
early  deprivation— has  given  me  the  privilege  of  act- 
ing for  myself;  and  constraint  shall  not  deprive  me 
of  an  En^hahman's  best  nrivilege." 

"The  true  cant  of  the  aay"  said  Herries.  in  a  tone 
of  scorn.  "The  pri\'ilege  of  free  action  belongs  to 
no  mortal— we  are  ti«l  down  by  the  fetters  of  duty 
—our  moral  path  is  limitsi^  by  the  regulations  of 
honour— our  most  indifferent  actions  are  but  meshes 
of  the  wcD  of  destiny  by  which  we  are  all  stur- 
roiindcd.** 

He  paced  the  room  rapidly,  and  proceeded  in  a  tone 
of  enthusiasm  which,  joined  to  some  other  parts  of 
his  conduct,  seems  to  intimate  sn  over-excited  ima- 
gination, were  it  not  contradicted  by  the  general 
tenor  of  his  sneeeh  and  conduct. 

"Nothing,  he  said,  in  an  earnest  yet  melancholy 
voice—"  nothing  is  the  work  of  chance— nothing  m 
the  consequence  of  free-will— the  liberty  of  which  the 
Englishman  boastn,  gives  as  little  real  freedom  to  its 
owner,  as  the  despotism  of  an  Eastern  Sulian  per- 
mits to  his  stave.  The  usurper,  William  of  Nassau, 
went  forth  to  hunt,  and  thuiight,  doubtless,  that  it 
was  by  an  act  of  his  own  royal  pleaxurc  that  the 
horse  of  his  miirdenKl  victim  was  pn;pared  for  hia 
kingly  sport.  Rut  Heaven  had  other  views;  and  be- 
fon^  tn<>  sun  was  hiuh,  a  ^tumble  of  that  ver>'  animal 
over  an  obstacle  so  inconsiderable  as  a  moK -hillock, 
cost  tliehaiiuhty  ridrr  his  life  and  his  usurped  crown. 
Do  you  think  an  inclination  of  the  rein  could  have 
avoided  that  triflinsfiiiijtodinient  ?— I  tell  vou,  it  cross- 
ed his  way  as  inevitably  as  all  the  long  chain  of  Cau- 
casus could  have  done.  Yes,  yountii  man,  in  djing 
and  sufltring,  w»»  play  but  the  part  allotted  by  Desti- 
ny, the  nianaper  of  this  Htninge  drama,  stand  lM)und 
to  act  no  more  than  is  prescribetl,  to  say  no  iiirra 
than  is  set  down  for  uf»;  and  yet  we  mouth  about 
friM'-will,  and  freedom  of  ihouv'ht  and  action,  as  if 
Richard  must  not  die,  or  Richmond  cf^nquer.  exactly 
where  the  Author  has  decrivd  it  shall  be  so ! 

He  continued  to  pace  the  'oom  after  thia  sygtribw 
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with  folded  nrms  and  downrant  looks ;  nnd  the  sound 
of  his  steps  and  tone  of  his  voire  bruusht  to  my  rt*- 
menibrnnco,  that  I  had  heard  this  similar  person, 
when  I  met  him  on  a  I'ornuT  oi't*u:^iun,  uiUirins;  such 
Bohlo(iiiios  in  his  mditary  rhanit»er.  1  obsiirved,  that, 
like  uihcr  Ju<.!iihiies,  in  his  invetenicy  ai^ainnt  the 
memory  uf  Kinu:  Wiliiiim,  he  hud  adoptt^l  the  imrty 
opinion,  tiiat  the  monarch,  on  (he  day  ho  had  his 
fatal  accident,  rude  upon  n  horse  once  the  property 
of  the  unfortunate  Sir  John  Friend,  executed  tor 
High  Treason  in  1696. 

It  was  not  my  business  toajj^^rnvate,  hut,  if  pos- 
sible, rather  to  soithe  iiim  in  whose  jjower  I  was 
so  sm^ulnrlv  placr-d.  \Vhen  I  ctmcfiivcd  that  the 
keennt^ss  uf  hisfn^Iini^s  bad  in  some  degrr.'e  subsidiKl, 
I  answered  him  as  follows:— "I  will  not— indt:<il  I 
feel  myself  incom'tetcnt  to  argue  a  question  uf  such 
nielapnysical  subttLav,  as  that  which  iuvulvi>s  the 
limits  betwixt  free-will  and  pn^ii'Sti nation.  Let  us 
hope  w(!  may  live  honestly  an«l  die  hopefully,  with- 
out bein^  ()bIi;;^'d  to  form  a  decided  opinion  upon  a 
point  so  far  beyond  our  comprehension." 

"Wisely  resolved,"  he  intemipted,  with  a  snoer 
— "  there  came  a  note  from  some  Geneva  scrmo'i."  ■ 

"But,"  1  proceeded,  "I  call  your  attention  to  the' 
fact,  that  I,  as  well  as  you,  am  acted  upon  by  impulses,  I 
the  result  either  of  my  own  friH.>-will,  or  the  conse- 
^ucncc**  of  the  part  which  is  assignt-tl  to  mo  by  des-  ! 
tmy.    These  may  be— nay,  at  present  they  are— in  ■ 
direct  contradictiun  to  those  by  whicli  vou  are  actu- 
ati.-d ;   and  how  shall  we  decide  whicn  shall  have 
precedence  ?— y<;t/  perhaps  fwl  yourself  destined  to  I 
act  as  my  jailer.    I  feel  myself^  on  the  contrary,  des- 
tined to  attempt  and  eflect  my  csoiipe.    One  of  us  ■ 
must  be  wronk  but  who  can  say  which  errs  till  the  ; 
event  has  decided  betwixt  us?"  I 

"I  shall  feel  myself  destined  to  have  recourse  to 
severe  modes  of  restraint,"  said  he,  in  the  same  tone 
of  half  iest,  half  earnest,  which  I  had  used. 

"In  that  cose,"  I  answered,  "it  will  be  my  destiny 
to  attempt  every  thing  for  my  free«lom." 

"And  It  may  be  mme.  young  man,"  ho  replied,  in  . 
n  deep  and  stern  tone,  to  take  care  that  you  should  ; 
rather  die  than  attain  your  purpose."  . 

This  was  speaking  out  indeed,  and  I  did  not  allow  •. 
him  to  ga  unanswcrml.  "  You  threaten  me  in  vain,"  j 
said  I ;  "  the  laws  of  my  country  will  protect  me;  or  . 
whom  they  caimot  protect,  they  will  avenge." 

I  spoke  this  firmly,  and  he  seemed  for  a  moment 
silenced ;  and  the  scorn  with  which  he  at  last  an- 
twered  me,  had  something  of  afTectntion  in  it. 

"The  laws!"  he  said;  "and  what,  stnplinK,  do 
you  know  of  the  laws  of  your  countrv  ?— Coidd  you 
learn  jurisprudence  mnler  a  base  horn  blotter  of  parch- 
ment, such  as  Saunders  Fairford;  or  from  the  empty 
pedauric  coxcomb,  his  win,  who  now,  forsooth,  writes 
himw^lf  advocate  ?— When  Scotland  was  herself;  and 
had  her  own  Kin:^  and  [.cii'sUturc,  such  plclMiian 
cubs,  instead  of  being  called  to  the  bar  of  her  Supreme 
Courts,  would  scarce  have  been  admitted  to  the 
honour  of  bearing  a  sheepskin  process-bag." 

Alan,  I  could  not  bear  this,  but  answered  indig- 
nantly, that  he  knew  not  the  worth  and  honour  from 
which  he  was  detracting. 

"I  know  as  much  of  these  Fairfords  as  I  do  of 
vou,"  he  replied. 

"As  much,"  said  I,  "and  as  little;  for  you  can 
neither  estimate  their  real  worth  nor  mine.  I  know 
you  saw  them  when  last  in  Edinburgh." 

"Ha!"  he  exclaimed,  and  turned  on  me  an  in- 
quisitive look. 

"It  is  tnie,"  said  I;  "you  cannot  deny  it;  and 
havmg  thus  shown  you  tnat  I  know  something  of 
your  motions,  let  me  warn  you  I  have  modes  of 
communication  with  which  you  arc  not  acauainted. 
Oblige  me  not  to  use  them  to  your  prejudice. ' 

"rri'jiidiceme.'"  he  replied.  "  Voung  man,!  amilo 
at,  and  forgive  your  folly.  Nay,  I  will  tell  you  that  of 
which  you  are  not  aware,  namt^iy,  that  it  was  from 
letters  receivcil  from  tnese  Fairfords  that  I  llrst  sus- 
pected, what  the  result  of  my  visit  to  them  confirm- 
ed, that  you  were  the  person  whom  I  had  sought  for 
Hears." 

"If  you  learned  this,"  said  I,  "fi:om  the  papers 


which  were  about  mr  person  on  the  night  when  1 
Wnn  under  the  necrsf^ity  of  becoming  your  guest  at 
Broken  burn,  1  do  not  envy  your  inditicrence  to  the 
means  of  acijiiiring  inforniatkm.  It  was  dishonour- 
able  to" 

"  Peace,  yuung  man,"  said  Herries,  more  calmly 
than  I  miglit  have  expected;  "the  word  dishonour 
must  not  \)v  mentioned  as  in  conjunction  with  my 
name.  Your  puckeibook  was  in  the  porket  of  your 
coat,  and  did  not  escape  the  curiosity  of  another, 
thouuh  it  would  have  been  sacred  from  mine.  My 
servant,  C-ristnl  Nixon,  bniught  me  the  inielligenee 
after  you  were  guiie.  I  was  displeased  with  the  man- 
ner in  which  he  had  acquired  his  inforiiiatiun ;  bat  it 
was  not  the  less  my  duty  to  ascertain  its  truth,  and 
for  that  purpcjse  I  went  to  Kdinburgh.  I  was  ia 
hopes  to  pi.'rsi>afie  Mr.  Fairford  to  have  enti>rfcd  into 
my  views;  but  I  found  him  too  much  pnuuiliced  to 
jiernnt  me  to  trust  him.  He  is  a  wretched,  yet  a  timid 
slave  of  t)ie  present  government,  under  which  our 
unhappy  country  is  dishonourably  enthralled :  and  it 
would  nave  been  altogether  unfit  and  unsafe  to  have 
intrusted  him  with  the  secret  cither  of  the  right  which 
I  possess  to  direct  your  actions,  or  of  the  manner  in 
which  I  purpose  to  exercise  it." 

I  was  determined  to  take  advaiitage  of  his  oom- 
municative  humour,  and  olitain,  if  i>ossible,  more 
light  upon  his  purpose.  He  seemed  most  accessible 
to  being  piqued  on  the  point  of  honour  and  1  retfolyed 
to  avail  mvsf.'lf,  but  with  caution,  of^  his  sensibility 
upon  that  lorHC  "Yon  say,"  I  leplit-d.  "that  you 
an'  not  friendly  to  indirect  practices,  and  disapprove 
of  the  means  by  which  your  domestic  obtaiiieu  lnfo^ 
ma  lien  of  my  name  ana  quality— Is  it  honourable  to 
avail  yourself  of  that  knowledge  which  is  dishonour 
ably  obtained?" 

''^It  is  boldly  asked,"  he  replied;  "but,  within  ca- 
tain  necessary  limits,  I  dislike  not  boldness  of  exposto- 
lation.  You  have,  in  this  short  conference,  diplaytd 
more  character  and  energy  than  I  was  nreparea  lo 
expect.  You  will,  I  trust,  resemble  a  forest  plant, 
which  has  inde<.>d,  by  some  accident,  been  brought  iv 
ill  the  greenhouse,  and  thus  rendered  delicate  and 
efieminate,  but  which  n^^ins  its  native  firmness  aad 
tenacity,  when  exposed  for  a  season  to  the  winter  air. 
I  will  answer  your  question  plainly.  In  business.. tf 
in  war,  spies-  and  infonnera  are,  necessary  eviU 
which  all  good  men  detest ;  but  which  yi>t  all  prudent 
men  must  use,  unless  they  mean  to  figkt  and  act 
blindfold.  But  nothing  can  justify  the  ule  of  false- 
hofMl  and  treachery  in  our  own  person." 

"  You  said  to  the  elder  Mr.  Fairford,"  contiaoed  I, 
with  the  same  boldness,  which  I  began  to  find  wis 
nur  best  game,  "  that  I  was  the  son  of  Ralph  Latuntr 
of^Langcote-Hall  7— How  do  you  reconcile  this  with 
your  late  assertion  that  mv  name  is  not  Latimer'7" 

He  coloured  as  he  replied,  "The  doting  old  fool 
lied ;  or  perhaps  mistook  my  meaning.  I  said,  that 
gentleman  miifht  be  your  father.  To  say  tpith  I 
wished  you  to  visit  England,  your  native  coantry; 
because,  when  you  might  do  so,  my  righta  over  you 
wmdd  revive." 

This  speech  fullv  led  mo  to  understand  a  cantioo 
which  had  been  of^en  impressed  upon  me,  that  if  I 
regarded  my  safety,  I  ^ould  not  cross  the  southcn 
Border ;  and  I  cursed  my  own  folly,  which  kept  mo 
fluttering  hke  a  moth  around  the  candla  until  A  was 
betrayed  into  the  calamity  with  which  I  had  dallied. 
"What  are  those  rights,'*^  I  said,  "which  you  claim 
over  mc7— To  what  end  do  you  propose  to  turn 
them  ?" 

"To  a  weighty  one. you  maybe  certain,"  answcnd 
Mr.  Herncs ;  "  but  I  do  not,  at  present,  mean  to  com- 
municate to  you  either  its  nature  or  extcnL  You  mty 
judge  of  its  importance,  when,  in  order  entirely  to 
p«)SMt«s  myself  of  your  person,  I  condesccndal  lo 
mix  myself  with  the  fellows  who  destroyed  the  fish- 
iiig  station  of  yon  wretched  Quaker.  That  I  held 
him  in  cuntempt,  and  was  displeased  at  the  oieiedy 
devices  with  which  he  ruined  a  manly  sport,  is  true 
enou(;h ;  but,  unless  as  it  favoured  my  dosigns  on  you, 
he  might  have,  for  me,  maintained  his  stake-neta  till 
Sol  way  should  cease  to  ebb  and  flow." 

"  Alas  I"  I  sakl,  "  it  doubles  my  regret  to  have  bean 
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die  unwilling  cause  of  misfortune  to  an  honest  and    doubtless  occasionod  by  the  authority  of  this  man. 


friendly  man." 

"Do  not  grieve  for  that,"  sold  Herries ;" honest 
Joshua  is  one  of  those  who,  by  dint  of  long  prayers, 
can  possess  thi'niselves  of  widows*  hoiiwH— he  will 
quickly  n-puir  his  losses.  When  he  sustains  any  inis- 
bap,  he  and  the  other  canters  set  it  down  as  a  debt 
against  Heaven,  and,  by  way  of  set-off,  practise 
rosueries  without  compunction,  till  they  make  the 
balance  even,  or  inchne  it  to  the  winning  side. 
Enough  of  this  for  the  present.— I  must  immediately 
ihift  my  quarters;  for  although  I  do  not  fear  the  over- 
leal  or  Mr.  Justice  Foxley  or  his  clerk  will  lead 
tbem  to  any  extreme  measure,  yet  that  mad  scoun- 
diei^B  imlia^vny  recognition  of  me  may  make  it  mure 
mious  ft>r  them  to  connive  at  me,  and  I  must  not 
put  their  patience  to  an  over  severe  trial.  You  must 
PR^re  to  attend  me,  either  as  a  captive  or  a  com- 
Danion  { if  as  the  latter,  you  must  give  your  parole  of 
bonour  to  attempt  no  escape.  Should  you  be  so  ill 
advised  as  to  break  your  word  once  pled;^,  be 
Msared  that  I  will  blow  your  brains  out,  without  a 
moment's  scruple." 

**  I  am  ignorant  of  your  plans  and  purposes,"  I  re- 
plied, "  and  cannot  but  hold  them  dangerous.  I  do 
not  mean  to  Aggravate  my  present  situation  by  anv 
imavailing  resistance  to  the  superior  force  which 
detains  mc;  but  I  will  not  renounce  the  right  of  ns- 
Mtin^  my  natural  freedom  should  a  favourable  op- 
portunity occur.  I  wilL  therefore,  rather  be  your 
prisoner  than  your  confederate." 

"That  is  spoken  fairly,"  he  said;  "and  yet  not 
without  the  canny  caution  of  one  brought  up  in  the 
Code  Town  of  Edinburgh.  On  my  part,  I  will  im- 
pose no  unnecessary  hardship  upon  you,  but,  on  the 
contrary,  your  journey  shall  be  made  an  easy  as  is 
coniqstent  with  your  being  kept  safely.  Do  you  fivl 
urong  enough  to  ride  on  norsc>back  as  yet,  or  would 
fou  prefer  a  carriage'?  The  former  mode  of  travelling 
11  best  adapted  to  the  country  through  which  we  are 
to  travel,  but  you  are  at  liberty  to  choose  bctwet-n 

I  said.  "I  felt  ray  strength  gradually  returning,  and 
that  I  should  much  prefer  travelling  on  horseback. 
A  carriage,"  I  added,  "  is  so  close" 

"And  so  easily  guarded,"  replied  Herries,  with  a 
look  as  if  he  woufd  nave  penetrated  mv  ver>'  thoughts, 
-"that,  doubtU^ss,  you  think  horseback  better  calcu- 
lited  for  an  ei<cape. 

"My  thoughts  are  my  own,"  I  answerrd:  "and 
thougfi  you  keep  my  person  prisoner,  these  are  beyond 
iwircontwl." 

,  "0, 1  can  rend  the  book,"  he  said,  "  without  open- 
ing the  leavfs.  But  I  would  recommend  to  you  to 
nake  no  rash  attempt,  and  it  will  be  my  care  to  sec 
that  vou  have  no  power  to  make  any  that  is  likely  to 
be  effectual.  Linen,  and  all  other  necessaries  for  one 
in  your  circumstances,  are  ainplv  provided.  Crisinl 
Nixon  will  act  as  your  valet,—!  should  rather,  rjer- 
kipa,  say,  your  femmt  de  chambre.  Your  travelling 
dins  you  may  perhaps  consider  as  singular ;  but  it  is 
■ich  as  the  em>umstances  require ;  and,  if  you  object 
to  use  the  articles  prepared  for  your  ns«\  your  niotfi;  of 
jovmeying  will  be  as  personally  unpleasant  as  thnl 
which  conducted  you  hither.— Adieu— We  now  know 
each  other  l*etter  than  we  did— it  will  not  btt  my  fault 
Vthc  consc-quences  of  farther  intimacy  be  not  a  more 
favourable  mnnial  opinion." 

He  then  left  me,  with  a  civil  good-night,  to  my 
own  reflections,  and  only  turned  back  to  snv,  that 
«e  should  proceed  on  our  journey  at  daybreak  next 
morning,  at  farthest;  perhaps  earlier,  he  said;  but 
mmplinienteil  me  by  supposing  that,  as  I  was  a  H()orts- 
man,  I  must  always  be  ready  for  a  sudden  start. 

We  are  th.'ii  at  issue,  this  singular  man  and  myself. 
His  persfiiinl  views  are  to  a  certain  i>oini  explained. 
Hehaschosi-n  an  antiquated  and  uesperate  line  of 
politics,  and  he  claims,  from  some  pretended  tic  of 
gnardiinship.  or  relationship,  which  he  does  hot  deign 
to  explain,  but  which  he  seems  to  have  b^>ii  able  to 
pas*  current  on  a  silly  country  Justice  and  his  knavish 
derk,  a  rii^ht  to  direct  and  to  control  my  motions.  The 
danuer  which  awaited  me  in  England,  and  which  I 


But  what  my  poot  mother  miglit  fear  for  me  as  a 
child— what  my  En^jlish  friend,  Somuel  Griffiths, 
endeavoured  to  guard  against  during  my  youth  and 
nonage,  is  now,  it  seenie,  come  ujKm  me;  and,  under 
a  legal  pretext,  I  am  di  taiijed  in  what  must  be  a  most 
illegal  manner,  by  a  person,  too.  whose  own  political 
immunities  have  been  forfeited  by  his  conduct  It 
matters  not— my  mind  is  made  up— neither  persua- 
sion nor  threats  shall  fierce  me  into  the  desperate 
designs  which  this  man  meditates.  Whether  I  am 
of  the  trifling  consequence  which  my  life  hitherto 
seems  to  intimate,  or  whether  1  have  (as  would  ap- 
pear from  my  adversary's  conduct)  such  importance, 
by  birth  or  fortune,  as  may  make  me  a  desh-ohle  ac- 
quisition to  a  politicnl  faction,  my  repphilion  is  taken 
in  either  case.  Thpse  who  read  this  Journal,  if  it 
shall  be  perused  by  impartial  eyes,  shall  judge  of  me 
truly :  and  if  they  consider  me  as  a  fool  in  encounter- 
ing danger  unnecessarily,  they  shall  have  no  reason 
to  believe  me  a  coward  or  a  turncoat,  when  I  find 
niyself  engaged  in  it.  I  have  been  bred  in  sentiments 
of  attachirient  to  the  family  on  the  throne,  and  in 
these  sentiments  I  will  live  and  die.  I  have,  indeed, 
some  idea  that  Mr.  Hrrrics  has  already  discovered 
that  T  am  made  of  diflercnt  and  more  unmalleablc 
metal  than  he  had  at  first  believed.  There  were  let- 
ters from  my  dear  Alan  Fairford,  giving  a  ludicrous 
account  of  my  instability  of  temper,  in  the  same 
pocket-book,  which,  according  to  the  admission  of 
my  pretended  guardian,  fell  under  the  investigation 
of  his  domestic,  during  the  night  I  passed  at  Broken 
burn,  where,  as  I  now  recollect,  my  wet  clothes,  with 
the  contents  of  my  pockets,  were,  with  the  thought- 
lessness of  a  young  travelh-r,  committed  too  rashly 
to  the  care  of  a  strange  servant.  And  nu'  kind  friend 
and  hospitable  landlord,  Mr.  Alexander  Fairford^  may 
also,  and  with  justice,  have  spoken  of  my  levities  to 
this  man.    But  he  shall  find  he  has  made  a  false 

estimate  upon  thcRc  plausible  grounds,  since 

But  I  must  break  off  for  the  present 


CHAPTER  IX. 

Latimer's  journal,  ik  coNTiNfAnow. 

Therr  is  at  length  a  halt— at  length  I  have  gained 
so  much  privacy  as  to  enable  me  to  continue  my 
Journal.  It  has  become  a  sort  of  task  of  duty  to  me, 
Without  the  discharge  of  which  I  do  not  feel  that  tho 
business  of  the  day  is  performed.  True,  no  friendl)' 
eye  may  ever  look  upon  these  labours,  which  have 
amused  the  solitary  hours  of  an  unhnnpy  prisoner. 
Yet,  in  the  mean  while^  the  exercise  of  the  pen  seems 
to  act  as  a  sedative  upon  my  own  agitated  thoughts 
and  tumultuous  passions.  I  never  h:y  it  down  but  I 
rise  stEonger  in  resolution,  more  ardent  in  hope,.  A 
thousand  vague  fears,  wild  exix'ctationa.  and  indi- 
gested s<:iiemes,  hurry  through  one's  thoughts  in 
seasons  of  doubt  and  of  danf?,er.  But  by  arresting 
them  as  they  flit  across  the  mind,  by  throwing  them 
on  paper,  and  even  by  that  mechonical  act  compel- 
ling ourselves  to  consider  them  with  scnipulous  and 
minute  attention,  we  may  perhaps  escape  becoming 
the  dupes  of  our  own  excited  imBsination ;  just  as  a 
young  horse  is  cunnl  of  the  vice  of  starting,  by  being 
made  to  stand  still  and  look  for  some  time  without 
any  interruption  at  the  cause  of  its  terror. 

There  n'inains  but  one  risk,  which  is  that  of  disco- 
very. But,  be!*ides  the  small  characters  in  which  my 
residence  in  Mr.  Foirford's  house  eiiMbled  me  to  excel, 
ibr  the  purpose  of  transferring  as  many  scroll  sheets 
as  possible  to  a  huge  sheet  of  stampf.d  pap<  r.  I  have, 
as  1  have  clsewhtTe  intimated,  had  hitherto  the  c«»m- 
fortahle  reflection,  that  if  the  record  of  my  mist'ortuncs 
should  fall  into  the  hands  of  him  by  whom  they  are 
caused,  they  would,  without  harming  any  one,  show 
him  the  real  character  and  ditHKisition  of  the  person 
who  has  become  his  prisoner— perhaps  his  victim. 
Now,  however,  that  other  names,  and  other  charac 
ters,  are  to  Ikj  mingled  with  the  regisurof  my  own 
sentiments,  I  must  take  additional  care  of  these  pa- 
pers, and  keep  them  in  such  a  manner  that,  in  case  of 


oanuer  wuicn  awaiioa  me  in  i:.ngianu,  ano  wnicn  i'  pers,  ana  Keep  inem  in  surn  a  manner  inai,  in  rasooi 
wuffii  have  escaped  had  I  remained  in  Scotland,  waa  1  the  least  hazani  of  detection,  I  may  be  able  to  deatxwi 
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them  at  a  moment's  notice.  I  ahall  not  soon  or easiljr 
forget  the  leeaon  I  have  been  ta.ighl,  Uy  the  prying 
disposition  which  Cristal  Nixon,  thi^  man's  asent  and 
conftderntr,  manifested  at  BrukiMihurn,  and  which 
proved  the  oritjinal  cause  of  my  PufTi'rings. 

My  layinjc  aside  the  last  sheet  of  my  Journal  hastily, 
was  occasioned  by  the  unwonted  sound  of  a  yiolii\ 
in  the  farm- yard  oeneath  my  windows.  It  will  not 
appear  siirpnsing  to  those  who  have  made  music 
their  study,  that,  after  listening  to  a  few  notes,  I  be- 
came at  once  assured  that  the  musician  was  no  other 
than  the  itinerant,  formerly  mentioned  ns  present  at 
the  destruction  of  Joshua  Geddes's  stake-nets,  the 
supejior  delicacy  and  force  of  whose  execution  would 
enable  me  to  swenr  to  his  bow  amongst  a  whole 
orchestra.  I  had  the  less  reason  to  doubt  his  identity, 
becau!}e  he  played  twice  over  the  beautiful  Scottisn 
air  called  wandering  Willie;  and  I  could  not  hel[ 
concluding  that  he  did  so  for  the  purpose  of  intimate 
mghis  own  presence,  since  what  the  French  call  th( 
nom  (U  guerre  of  the  performer  was  described  by  thr 
tune. 

Hope  will  catch  at  the  most  feeble  twig  for  suppon 
ill  extremity.  I  knew  this  man,  though  deprived  of 
sight,  to  be  bold,  ingenious,  and  perfectly  capable  of 
acting  as  a^idc.  1  believed  I  had  won  his  good- will 
by  having,  in  a  frolic,  assumed  the  character  of  his 
partner;  and  I  remember  that,  in  a  wild,  wandering, 
and  disorderly  course  of  life,  men,  as  they  become 
loosened  from  the  ordinary  bonds  of  civil  society, 
hold  those  of  comradeship  more  closely  sacred ;  so 
that  honour  is  sometimes  found  among  thieves,  and 
faith  and  attachment  in  such  as  the  law  has  termed 
vagrants.  The  history  of  Richard  Cojurde  Lion  and 
his  ministrel,  Rlondel,  nished,  at  the  same  time,  on 
my  mind,  though  I  could  not  even  then  suppress  a 
smile  at  the  dignity  of  the  example,  when  applied  u? 
abhnd  fiddler  and  myself.  Still  there  was  something 
in  all  this  to  awaken  a  hope,  that  if  I  could  open  a 
correspondence  with  this  poor  violer,  he  mi^ht  be 
useful  in  extricating  me  from  my  present  situation. 

His  profession  furnished  me  with  some  hope  that 
this  desired  communication  might  be  attained;  since 
it  is  well  known  that,  in  Scotland,  where  there  is  so 
much  national  music,  the  words  and  airs  of  wnich 
are  generally  known,  there  is  a  kind  of  free-masonry 
amongst  performers,  by  which  they  can,  by  the  mere 
choice  of  a  tune,  express  a  great  deal  to  the  hearers. 
Personal  allusions  are  often  made  in  this  manner, 
with  much  point  and  pleaaantry;  and  nothing  is 
more  usual  at  public  festivals,  than  that  the  air  played 
to  accompany  a  particular  health  or  toast,  is  made  the 
vehicle  01  compliment,  of  wit  and  sometimes  of  satire.* 

While  these  things  passed  through  my  mind  rapidly, 
I  heard  my  friend  beneath  recommence,  for  the  thira 
time,  the  air  from  which  his  own  name  had  been 
probably  adopted,  when  he  was  interrupted  by  his 
rustic  auditors. 

"  If  thou  canst  play  no  other  spring  but  that,  mon, 
ho  hadst  best  put  up  ho's  pipes  and  be  jogging. 
Squoirc  will  be  back  anon,  or  Master  Nixon,  and 
we'll  see  who  will  pay  poiper  then." 

Oho,  thought  I,  if  I  have  no  sharper  cars  than  those 
of  my  friends  Jan  and  Dorcas  to  encounter,  1  may 
venture  an  experiment  upon  them  ;  and,  an  most  ex- 
pressive of  my  stare  of  captivity,  I  sung  two  or  three 
lines  of  the  137th  Psalm— 

**  Bf  Babel'*  itrpamt  we  ut  and  wepL" 

The  country  people  listened  with  attention,  arid 
when  I  ceased,  I  heard  them  whisper  together  in 
tones  of  commiseration.  "  Lack-a-day,  poor  soul !  so 
pretty  a  man  to  be  besinc  his  wits !" 

"An  he  be  that  gate,"  said  Wandering  Willie,  in  a 
tone  calculated  to  reach  my  ea^^  "I  ken  naetliing  will 
raise  his  spirits  like  a  spring."  And  he  struck  up 
with  great  vigour  and  spirit,  the  lively  Scottish  air, 
the  words  of  which  instantly  occurred  to  me,— 

''  O  wluHUe  and  I'll  come  I'ye,  my  lad. 

Oh  whiHtle  and  I'll  (Mime  t'ye,  my  lad  : 

Ttioucli  fatlinr  and  mother  and  a'  iihould  fae  mad, 

■>h  whiftle  and  I'll  come  I'jre,  my  lad." 
^trj  one  munt  rpmemi*cr  inxtanoes  of  this  fWntive  ciurtmn, 
hi  which  the  adaniation  to  the  tune  to  the  toa^t  waa  remarkably 
Miciioui.    Uld  Nk'l  Guw.  and  liia  aon  Natliaoiel,  wera  {lecu- 
iiariy  Itappy  oa  nidi  oceaaioiM 


I  iH>on  heard  a  clattering  noise  of  feet  in  the  coot- 
yard,  whirh  I  concluded  to  be  Jan  and  Dorcaa  danc- 
ing a  jig  in  thi'ir  Cumberland  wooden  clogs.  Under 
covfT  of  thin  dm,  I  endeavoured  to  answer  Willis^i 
signal  by  whistling,  as  loud  as  I  could, 

"  Come  back  again  and  kie  me 
Wlten  a'  Uie  lave  are*i{ajie." 

He  instantly  threw  the  dancers  oat  by  changiiig  hit 
air  to 

"  There's  my  thomb,  1*11  ne'er  begvDe  the^** 

I  no  longer  doubted  that  a  communication  betwixt 
us  was  happily  establisheds  and  that,  if  I  had  an 
opportunity  ot  speaking  to  the  poor  musician,  I 
should  find  him  willing  to  take  my  jetter  to  the  post, 
to  invoke  the  assistance  of  some  active  ma^strate,or 
of  the  commanding- ofRcer  of  Carlisle  Castle,  or,  ia 
short,  to  do  whatever  else  I  could  point  out,  in  the 
compasK  of  his  power,  to  contribute  to  my  iiberatioiL 
Rut  to  obtain  speech  ot  him,  I  must  have  run  the  risk  of 
alarming  the  suspicions  of  Dorcas^  if  not  of  her  yet 
more  stuftid  Cor>'don.  My  ally's  blindness  piwenied 
his  receiving  any  communication  by  signs  from  the 
window— even  if  I  could  have  ventured  to  make  them, 
con  si  intently  with  prudence— so  that  notwithstanding 
the  mode  of^in tercourse  we  had  adopted  was  both circo- 
itous  and  peculiarly  liable  to  misapprehension,  I  hw 
nothing  I  could  do  better  than  to  continue  it,^  trusting 
'  my  own  and  my  correspondent's  acuieness,  in  apply- 
ing to  the  airs  the  meaning  they  were  intended  la 
convey.  I  thought  of  singing  the  words  themseha 
of  some  significant  song:  but  feaivd  I  might,  bydoinft 
so,  attract  suspicion.  I  endeavoured,  theretbr^  to 
intimate  my  speedy  departure  from  my  present  piMe 
of  residence,  by  whistfing  the  well-known  air  with 
which  festive  parties  in  Scotland  usually  conclude  tfat 
dance.— 

"  Good-nif  ht  and  joy  be  wj'  ye  a\ 

Fur  here  nae  lanivr  maon  I  atay  ; 

Tliote's  neither  friend  nor  foe  of  mine 

But  wialiea  tliati  wera  away." 

It  appeared  that  Willie's  powers  of  hnteHigeow 

were  much  more  active  than  mine,  and  that,  like  s 

deaf  person,  accustomed  to  be  spoken  to  by  signs,  he 

comprehonued,  from  the  very  nrst  notes  the  whofe 

meaning  I  intended  to  convey ;  and  he  accompanied 

me  in  the  air  with  his  violin,  in  such  a  manner  u  ii 

I  once  to  show  he  understood  my  meaning,  and  to  pre* 

;  vent  my  whistling  from  being  attended  to. 

I     His  replv  was  almost  immediata  and  was  am- 

I  veyed  in  the  old  martial  air  of  "Hey,  Johnnie  hi* 

cock  up  vour  beaver."    I  ran  over  the  wordi^  and 

fixed  on  tlie  following  stanza,  as  most  applicable  i» 

my  circumatanc<>s  :— 


"  Cock  op  your  t>eaver,  and  oock  it  f«'    

We'll  over  the  Border  and  sive  them  a  braah ; 
Ttiere'M  somebody  there  we'll  teach  belter  bel 
Hey,  Johnnie  lad,  cock  up  your  beaver." 

If  these  sounds  alluded,  as  I  hope  they  do,  to  aiV 
chance  of  assistance  from  my  Scottish  fnends,  I  mar 
indeed  consider  that  a  door  is  open  to  hope  and  froe- 
dom.    1  immediately  replied  with. 


"  My  heart's  in  the  Hifhlanda.  my  heart  h  not  iMrai 
My  tieart's  in  the  Highlands,  a-chasias  the  deer ; 
A-cliaiinf  the  wild  deer,  and  rollowinx  tfieiue; 


My  heart's  in  the  Highlands  wheraver  I  go. 

"  Farewell  U)  the  Highlands  t  ftrewell  to  the  Ifartkt 

The  birthpinc*)  (>r  valour,  the  cradle  of  worth i 

Wherever  1  wander,  wherever  I  rove. 

The  hills  of  the  highlands  for  ever  I  \ov.** 


Willie  instantly  played,  with  a  degree  of  spirit  i 

might  have  awakened  hope  in  Despair  hersclC  if  Dei- 
pair  could  be  supposed  to  understand  Soot(^  inim« 
the  fine  old  Jacobite  air, 

**  Pot  a'  that,  and  a*  that, 
And  twice  as  much  as  a*  that" 

I  next  endeavoured  to  intimate  my  wish  to  and 
notice  of  my  condition  to  my  friends;  und,  deqpaiiiiic 
to  find  an  air  sufficiently  expressive  of  my  purpos^ 
ventured  to  sing  a  verse,  which,  in  vanoua  ' 
occurs  so  frequently  in  old  ballads— 

"  Whara  will  I  get  a  bonny  boy 
That  will  win  boae  and  sImhuk 
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That  will  fM  do%ni  to  DnrMaer. 
Alii  bid  my  merry-meo  come?" 

He  drowned  i he  latter  part  of  the  verse  by  playing, 
witL  much  emphasis 

"Kind  Robin  Iom  mo." 

Of  thw,  thouRfa  I  ran  over  the  yeraea  of  the  aong  in 
my  mind,  I  could  make  nothing;  and  before  I  could 
eootrive  any  mode  of  intimating  my  uncertainty,  n 
cry  arose  in  the  court-ynrd  that  Cnstal  Nixon  wa^ 
eoffiing.  My  faithful  Willie  was  obliged  to  retreat ; 
but  not  before  he  had  half  played,  half  bummed,  by 
n?  of  farewell, 


"  I>«Te  tbee— iMve  Ihee,  lad— 

I'll  never  lenve  thee ; 
The  Btariiiliall  fae  withenhini 

Ere  1  will  leave  Uiee." 

I  am  thus,  I  thuik,  secure  of  one  trusty  adherent  in 
Vf  minfortunes;  and,  however  whimsical  it  may 
leio  rely  much  on  a  man  of  his  idle  profession  and 
l^nived  of  sight  withal,  it  is  deeply  impressed  on  my 
■tod,  that  his  services  may  be  both  useful  and  ne- 
C88ar>'.  There  is  another  quarter  from  which  1  look 
or  succour,  and  which  I  have  indicated  to  thee,  Alan. 
1  more  than  one  passage  of  my  Journal.  Twice, 
I  the  early  hour  of  daybreak,  I  nave  seen  the  indi- 
idnal  alluded  to  in  the  court  of  the  fann,  and  twice 
he  made  signs  of  recognition  in  annwer  to  tht 
esturee  by  which  I  endeavoured  to  make  her  com- 
rehend  my  situation;  but  on  both  occasions,  she 
teased  her  finger  on  her  lipa,  as  expressive  of  silence 
Dd  accrtcy. 

Tile  mnnncr  in  which  G.  M.  entered  upon  the  scene 
tr  the  first  time,  seems  to  assure  me  of  her  good- 
"fll,  so  far  as  her  power  may  reach ;  and  I  have  many 
saaons  to  believe  it  is  considerable.  Yet  she  seemed 
unic-d  and  frightened  during  the  very  transitory  mo- 
lents  of  our  interview,  and  I  think  was,  upon  the 
lat  occasion,  startled  by  the  entrance  of  some  one 
ito  the  farm-yard,  just  as  she  was  on  the  point  of 
ddressing  me.  You  must  not  ask  whether  I  am  an 
arlir  rimjr,  since  such  objects  are  only  to  be  seen  at 
aybreak  ;  and  althoush  I  have  never  again  seen  her, 
et  I  have  reason  to  think  she  is  not  distant.    It  was 


acquired  the  wall-known  historical  epithet  of  the  Man 
in  the  Iron  Mask.  ,1  hc^siiatcd  a  moment  whether  J 
should  so  far  submit  to  the  acts  of  oppression  design^ 
ed  against  me  as  to  assume  this  disguise,  which  was 
of  course,  contrived  to  aid  their  purposes.  But  then 
I  remembered  Mr.  Herrioa's  threat,  that  I  should  be 
kept  close  prisoner  in  a  carriage,  unless  I  assumed 
the  dress  which  should  be  appointed  for  me ;  and  I 
,  considered  the  comparative  degree  of  freedom  which 
I  might  purchase  by  wearing  the  mask  and  female 
dress,  as  easily  and  advantageously  purchased.  Here, 
therefore,  I  must  pause  for  the  present,  and  await 
what  the  morning  may  bring  forth. 

[To  carry  on  the  story  from  the  doaiments  before 
us,  we  think  it  proper  here  to  drop  the  Journal  of 
the  captive  Darsie  Latimer,  and  adopt,  instead,  a 
narrative  of  the  proceedings  of  Alan  Fairford  in  pur- 
suit of  his  friend,  which  forms  another  series  in  thia 
history.] 


CHAPTER  X. 

NAaBATIVK  OP  ALAN  PAI&FOBD. 

The  reader  ought,  by  this  time,  to  have  formed 
some  idea  of  the  charaicter  of  Alan  Fairford.  He 
had  a  warmth  of  heart  which  the  study  of  the  law 
and  of  the  world  could  not  chill,  and  talents  which 
they  had  rendered  unusually  acute.  Deprived  of  the 
personal  patronage  enjoyed  by  most  of  his  content- 
porories,  who  assumed  the  gown  under  the  protection 
of  their  aristocratic  alliances  and  descents,  he  early 
saw  that  he  should  have  that  to  achieve  for  himseli 
which  fell  to  them  as  a  right  of  birth.  He  laboured 
hard  in  silence  and  solitude,  and  his  labours  were 
crowned  with  success.  But  Alan  doted  on  bis  friend 
Daraie,  even  more  than  he  loved  his  profession,  and, 
as  we  have  seen,  threw  every  thing  aside  when  he 
thought  Latimer  in  danger ;  forgetting  fame  and  for- 
tune, and  hazarding  even  the  serious  displeasure  of 
his  father,  to  rescue  him  whom  he  loved  with  an 

^  .  „avc  rc«»uii  tu  ui.u..  »„c  .» ..ui  u.«c«„u    it  w««    ^^^^  broihei^s  aflection     I>f,';«e',fhough  hw^^^^ 

ut  three  nights  ago,  that,  worn  otit  by  the  -ifonn-  I -r^ -- Q-^^^^^^ 

charge,  whom  he  was  called  upon  to  chensh  and 
protect,  in  cases  where  the  youth's  own  experience 
was  unequal  to  the  exigency;  and  now,  when  the 
fate  of  Latimer  seemed  worse  than  doubtful,  and 
Alan's  whole  prudence  and  energy  were  to  be  exerted 
in  his  behalf,  an  adventure  which  mi;i;ht  have  seemed 
perilous  to  most  youths  of  his  age,, had  no  terrors  for 
liim.  He  was  well  acquainted  with  the  laws  of  hia 
country,  and  knew  how  to  appeal  to  them;  and 
besides  his  professional  confidence,  his  natural  dispo- 
fiition  was  steady,  sedate,  pcrseverins,  and  undaunted. 
With  these  requisites  he  undertook  a  quest  which, 
at  that  time,  was  not  unattended  with  actual  dap- 
itcT,  and  had  much  in  it  to  appal  a  more  timki  dis- 
position. 

Fairford's  first  inquirv  concerning  his  friend  was  of 
ihe  chief  inogistrnte  of  DumfrirA  Provost  Crosbie, 
who  had  sent  the  information  of  Darsie's  disappear- 
incc.  On  his  first  application,  he  thought  he  discerned 
in  the  honest  dignitiiry  a  deiiire  to  get  rid  of  the  sub- 
ject The  ProvDst  spoke  of  the  riot  at  the  fishing  sta- 
lion  OS  an  "outbreaK  among  those  lawless  loons  the 
lisbermen,  which  concerned  the  Sherifi;"  he  said, 
'more  than  us  poor  Town-Council  bodies,  that  have 
^noii^  to  do  to  ki^p  peace  within  burgh,  amongst 
duch  a  set  of  commoners  as  the  town  arc  plagued 
with." 

"  But  this  is  not  all,  Provost  Crosbie,"  said  Mr.  Alar 
Pairftird ;  "  a  young  genilemon  of  rank  and  fortune 
has  disappeared  amongst  their  hands— you  know  him. 
My  father  gave  him  a  letter  to  you— Mr.  Darsio  Lali- 

"Lock-a-dav,  yea!  lack-a-day,  vea T  said  the  Pro 
voat ;  "  Mr.  Darsif  Latimer— he  dined  at  my  house— 
I  hope  he  is  well  ?" 

"I  hope  so  too,"  said  Alan,  rather  indignantly; 
'*bui  I  desire  more  certa-nty  on  that  point.  You 
Vourself  wrote  my  father  rtat  he  hod  disappeared." 

"Troth,  yes,  and  that  is  true."  said  ibr.  Provoet 


;jr  of  niy  confinement,  I  had  manifested  more  symp- 
nns  ofdespondcnce  than  I  had  before  exhibited, 
vbich  I  conceive  mav  have  attracted  the  attention  of 
hedomestics,  through  whom  the  circumstance  might 
ranipire.  On  the  next  morning,  the  following  lin^fl 
tjron  piy  table;  but  how  conveyed  there,  I  cannot 
eU.  The  hand  in  which  they  ore  written  is  a  beau- 
ifill  Italian  manuscript : — 

"  A«  lordri  theif  lahourpra*  hire  dclar, 
Pate  quit*  our  toil  with  tiopet  lo  come, 
t  Whirti.  if  fer  ahotX  of  prMcnt  iiey, 
Utill  owna  a  debt  and  namca  a  mm. 

"  Quit  not  ttM  ptedire.  fVail  mifTerer,  then, 

Aliliouirh  a  dmtant  date  be  fivea  ; 
IVepair  i«  trpaxin  towards  man, 

And  blasphemy  to  Hraven." 

Tliat  these  lines  were  written  with  the  friendly 
orpose  of  inducing  me  to  keep  up  my  spirits,  I 
vnnot  doubt ;  and  1  trust  the  manner  in  which  I 
hall  conduct  myself  may  show  that  the  pledge  is 
eeepttd. 

The  dress  is  arrived  in  which  \t  seems  to  be  my 
etf^lected  guardian's  pleasure  that  I  shall  travel; 
nd  what  does  it  prove  to  be?— A  skirt,  or  npper-pet- 
coat  of  camlet,  like  those  worn  by  country'  ladies  of 
loderate  rank  when  on  horseback,  with  such  a  rid- 
if-mask  ai«  they  frequently  use  on  journeys  to  pre- 
rre  tlvir  eyes  and  complexion  from  the  sun  and 
ifL  and  sometimes,  it  is  suspected,  to  enable  them 
;play  off  a  little  coquetry.  From  the  gnyer  mode 
'  employing  the  mask,  however,  I  suspect  I  shall  be 
ecludccf;  for  instead  of  b«>ingonly  pasteL>oai-d,  co- 
md  with  black  velvet,  I  obaer>-eu  with  anxiety 
Ml  mine  is  thickened  with  a  niate  of  steel,  which, 
te  Quixote's  visor,  acrvcs  to  render  it  more  (Strong 
mI  d'lrable. 

Thin  ariparatuf^  together  with  a  steel  clasp  for 
curing  the  mask  behind  me  with  a  padlock,  gave 
9  fearful  rerollectionsof  the  unfortunate  being,  who, 
tar  beinn  permitted  lo  by  aaide  audi  a  viaor, 
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^  But  did  ne  not  eo  back  to  his  fricnde  in  Scotland'} 
it  was  not  naiural  to  think  he  would  slay  hert*-]' 

"Not  iinli*8s  he  ia  under  restrain!,"  said  Fairford, 
surprised  at  the  coohietts  with  which  tiie  Provust 
■cemH  to  rake  up  the  inntrt^r. 

"Rely  on  it,  sir,"  paid  Mr.  Croshic,  "that  if  he  has 
not  returned  to  hi:-4  friends  in  Scotland,  he  must  have 
gone  (o  his  friends  in  England." 

"  I  will  roly  on  no  fnich  thinK,"  said  Alan ;  "if  there 
is  law  or  justice  in  Scotland,  I  will  have  the  thing 
cleared  to  the  very  bottom." 

'* Reasonable,  reasonable,"  said  the  Provost,  "so 
far  as  In  possible;  but  you  know  I  have  no  power 
beyond  the  porl.s  of  the  burgh." 

'*  But  you  are  in  the  commission  besides,  Mr.  Cros- 
oic;  a  Justice}  of  Peace  for  the  coimiy." 

"True,  very  true— that  is,"  said  tlic  cautious  ma- 
gistrate, "1  will  not  say  but  my  name  may  stand  on 
the  list,  but  I  cannot  remember  that  I  have  ever  qua> 
lified."* 

"Why,  in  that  case,"  said  youn:.*  Fairfonl,  "then* 
are  ill-natured  [)<>ople  miglit  doubt  your  attachment  to 
the  Protestaiit  line,  Mr.  Crosbie." 

"  Grud  forbid,  Mr.  Fairford !  1  who  have  done  and 
suflfercd  in  the  Forty-five  J  I  reckon  theHi;^hlandmen 
did  me  dama;;e  to  the  amount  of  KXU.  Scots,  forby 
all  they  ate  and  drank— no,  no,  sir,  I  stand  beyond 
challenge :  but  ns  for  plaguing  myself  with  county 
business,  let  them  that  nu'ilit  the  man>  shoe  the  mare. 
The  Commissioners  of  i:?upply  would  see  my  back 
broken  before  they  wotild  help  me  in  the  burgh's 
work,  and  all  the  world  kens  the  diHen-nce  of  the 
weight  l)etween  public  business  in  burgh  and  land- 
ward. What  are  their  riots  to  me?  have  we  not 
riots  enough  of  our  own?— But  I  tnust  bo  getting 
ready,  for  the  council  mei>ts  thi:*  forenoon.  I  am 
blithe  to  see  vuur  father's  son  on  the  causeway  of  our 
ancient burgn,  Mr.  Alan  Fairford.  Were  you  a  twelve- 
month aulder,  we  would  mnkea  burges.'iof  you,  man. 
I  hope  you  will  come  and  iline  with  ine  before  you  go 
away.  What  think  you  of  to-day  at  two  o'clock— just 
a  roasted  chucky  and  a  drappit  egg?" 

Alan  Fairfonl  resolved  that,  his  friend^s  hospitality 
should  not,  as  it  seemed  the'inviter  intended,  put  a 
stop  to  his  quffries.  "  I  must  delay  you  for  a  moment," 
he  said,  "  Mr.  Crosbie ;  this  is  a  serious  affnir ;  a  young 
gentlefnan  of  high  hopes,  my  own  dean'St  friend,  is 
missing— you  cannot  think  it  will  be*  passed  over 
slightly,  if  a  man  of  your  high  character,  and  known 
seal  for  the  government,  do  not  make  some  active 
inquiry.  Mr.  Crosbie.  you  are  my  father's  Iriend,  and 
I  respect  you  as  such- but  to  others  it  will  have  a 
bad  appearance." 

The  withers  of  the  Provost  were  not  unwnmg;  he 
paced  tiio  room  in  mnph  tribulation,  repeating,  "Hut 
what  can  I  do,  Mr.  Fairfonl  ?  I  warrant  your  friend 
casts  up  again— he  will  come  back  again,  like  the  ill 
shilling— he  is  not  the  s<jrl  of  gear  that  tynes— a  hel- 
licat  boy,  nmning  through  the  country  with  a  blind 
fiddler,  and  playmg  the  tiddle  to  a  pareel  of  black- 
guards, who  can  tell  where  the  like  of  him  may  have 
8camuen>d  to?" 

"There  are  persons  apprehended,  and  in  the  jail  of 
the  town^  as  I  understand  from  the  ShcrifT- Substi- 
tute," said  Mr  Fairford;  "you  must  call  them  be- 
fore you,  and  inquire  what  they  know  of  this  young 
gentleman." 

"Ay,  ay— the  Sheriff- Depute  did  commit  some  poor 
creatures,  I  believe— wretched,  ignorant  fishermen 
bodies,  that  had  been  quam;lhng  with  UuakerGieddes 
and  his  stake-nets;,  whilk,  under  favour  of  your  gown 
be  it  8p«)ken.  Mr.  Fairford,  are  not  over  and  above 
lawfid,  and  the  Town-Clerk  thinks  they  may  be  law- 
fully removed  via  /arti~biu  that  is  by  the  Gy.  But, 
sir,  the  cniatures  wore  a'  dismissed  for  want  of  e^*i- 
dence;  the  Quaker  would  not  swear  to  them,  and 
what  could  the  SherifT  and  me  do  but  just  let  them 
loose  ?  f 'ome  awa,  cheer  up,  Master  .A.lan.  and  take  a 
walk  till  dinner  time  -J  must  really  ^o  to  ilif^council." 

"Stop  a  moment,  Provost,"  s:iid  Alan ;  "  I  lodge  a 
com[)la'nt  before  you,  as  a  magistrate,  and  you  will 
Hnd  It  serious  to  slight  it  over.  You  must  have  these 
men  apprehended  a;min." 
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"Ay,  ay— easy  said;  but  ratcfa  them  that  csil" 
answered  the  Provost ;  "  they  are  ower  the  March  bf 
this  time,  or  by  the  point  of  Cairn.— Lord  help  jel 
they  art!  a  kind  of  amphibious  deevils  nLJtherland  mr 
water  Uasis-- neither  English  nor  Scots— neither 
county  nor  Htewartry,  as  we  say— they  are  dispened 
like  M  much  (j|uieksilver.  You  may  as  well  try  to 
whistle  a  sealiin  out  of  the  Sol  way,  as  to  get  hold  of 
one  of  them  till  all  the  fray  is  over. 

"  Mr.  Crosbie  this  will  not  do,"  answered  the  yocmg 
counsellor;  "then>  is  a  person  of  more  importanes 
than  such  WTetches  as  you  describe  concerned  in  ihii 
unliaji>py  business— I  must  name  to  you  a  certain  Mr. 
Hemes." 

fie  kept  his  eye  on  the  Provost  as  he  uttered  the 
name,  whieh  he  did  rather  at  a  venture,  and  from  the 
connexion  ^%'hich  that  gentleman,  and  his  real  orsiv- 

C>st-d  nitKre  seemed  to  have  with  the  fate  of  DuM 
atiiner,  than  from  anv  distinct  cause  of  suspieioB 
which  he  entertained.  He  thought  the  Pruvustseeowi 
emborrassi'd,  though  he  ehowed  much  desire  to  as* 
sume  an  appearance  of  indifference,  in  which  lie  partly 
suiNH-eded. 

"Herries!"  he  said— "What  Herries ?— There  s» 
many  of  that  name— not  so  many  as  formerly,  for 
the  old  stocks  are  wearing  out :  hut  there  is  Herries 
of  Heathgill,  and  Hemes  of^  Auchintulloch,  ind 
Herries" 

"To  save  you  farther  trouble,  this  person's  dengnar 
tlon  is  Herries  of  Birrenswork." 

"  Of  Binenswork  7"  said  Mr.  Croahie :  "  I  have  yoo 
now,  M  r.  Alan.  Could  you  not  as  well  have  said,  the 
Lain!  ofRi-dgauntlel?" 

Fairford  was  ti>o  wary  to  testify  any  surprise  at  ifaii 
identifieation  of  names,  however  unejrpceted.  **! 
thought,"  said  he,  "  he  was  more  generally  known  bf 
the  name  of  HerriL-s.  1  have  tKHiix  and  been  in  con- 
pany  with  him  under  that  name,  I  am  sure." 

"()  ay;  in  f^linburgh,  U'like.  You  know  Red- 
gauntlet  was  unfortunate  a  gn;at  while  agoi,  sad 
though  he  wn.s  niayU*  not  deeper  in  the  mire  than 
other  folk,  yet,  for  some  reason  or  other»  he  did  not 
get  so  easily  out." 

"He  was  attainted,  I  understand;  and  has  no»> 
mis.sion,"  said  Fairford. 

The  cautious  Provost  only  nodded,  and  said,  **  Yos 
may  uniess,  therefore,  why  it  is  so  convenient  he  shoaU 
hold  his  motht*r's  name,  which  is  also  partly  his  own 
when  he  is  about  luiinbur^h.  To  bear  his  PWr 
name  might  l)e  accounted  a  kind  of  flying  in  the&oe 
of  govern  men  t.  ye  understand.  But  he  has  baen  kxw 
eounivwi  at  -the  story  is  an  oki  story— and  the  gen- 
tieinan  has  many  excellent  qualities,  and  is  of  aveiT 
ancient  and  honourable  house— has  cousins  amonc 
the  great  folk — counts  kin  with  the  .Advocate  and  wiia 
the  Sikritl— hawks,  you  know,  Mr.  Alan,  will  not 
pikeout  hawks*  een—ne  is  wididy  c«)nnected — my  wife 
Ls  a  fourth  eousin  of  Redgaunilet's." 

Ifmc  iilw  livhrymtr!  tiioiight  .Alan  Fairford  to  him- 
self; but  the  hint  presently  detormintMl  him  topnKsed 
by  sc»ft  means,  and  with  caution.  "I  beg  you  to  un- 
derstand," said  Fairford.  "  that  in  the  mvesti^tioB 
which  I  am  atxmt  to  make,  I  design  no  harm  to  Mr 
Herries,  or  Redgauntlet— call  him  what  you  will.  Al 
1  wish  is,  toaseeriaiii  the  safety  of  my  friend.  I  know 
that  he  was  rather  foohsh  in  once  going  \i\xva  a  men 
frolic  in  disguise,  to  the  neigh bourni)od  of  this  sami 
gentU^man's  house.  In  his  circumstances,  Mr.  Red- 
gauntlet  may  have  misinterpreted  the  motives,  and 
considered  Dansic  Latimer  as  a  spy.  His  influence  I 
believe,  isgrent,  among  the disordeny  people  you  spoke 
of  but  now  ?" 

The  Provost  answered  with  another  sagackni 
shake  of  his  head,  that  would  have  done  honour  to 
Lord  Burleigh  in  the  Critic. 

"Well,  then,"  continued  Fairford,  "is it  not  poaii- 
ble  that,  in  the  mistaken  lv>lief  that  Mr.  Latimer  wai 
a  spy,  he  may,  upon  siK'h  suspicion,  have  caused  him 
to  be  carriml  off  and  confined  somewhen.'?— Suck 
tiling;^  are  done  at  elections,  and  on  t>ccasions  ksi 
pn  ssing  than  win  n  men  think  their  lives  in  dange 
from  an  informer." 

"  Mr.  Fairford,"  said  the  Provost,  very  earvcstly 
"  I  scarce  think  such  u  luislake  poasiblc  \  ur  '\£^  by  an] 
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xtraordinnry  chance,  it  should  have  taken  dI&cc,  Red- 
Tiinitlet.  whom  I  cannot  but  know  well,  Dtintf,  as  I 
itTp  win  my  wife'«  first  cousin,  (fourth  wu^in,  I  phould 
ay.)  i»  altc^cchcr  incapable  ot'doin^  anv  thin^  har^h 
otne  young  ^ntlenian— he  might  send  him  owcr  to 
lilsay  for  a  ni^ht  or  two,  or  maybe  land  him  on  the 
MTth  coast  of  Ireland,  or  in  Islay,  or  aome  of  the  Hi>- 
vides;  hut  depend  upon  it,  he  is  mcapable  of  harming 
I  hair  of  his  head." 

"I  am  determined  not  to  trust  to  that,  Provost," 
inawered  Fairford,  firmly :  "  and  I  am  a  good  deal 
■irpriaed  ai  your  way  of  talking  so  lightly  of  such  an 
iggrescion  on  the  liocrty  of  the  subject.  You  nre  to 
«Qflder,and  Mr.  Herrics  or  Mr.  Rediaunt let's  friends 
rould  do  ven'  weil  also  to  consider,  how  it  will  sound 
D  the  cars  or  an  English  Secretary  of  Stare,  that  an 
maiated  traitor  (for  such  is  this  gentleman)  has  not 
ml^  ventured  to  take  tip  his  abode  in  this  realm— 
igaiDst  the  King  of  which  he  has  been  in  arms— hut 
■  Misptcted  of  having  proceeded,  by  open  force  and 
rwlence,  against  the  person  of  one  of  the  lieges,  a 
roang  man,  who  is  neither  without  friends  nor  pro- 
perty to  secure  his  being  righted." 

Toe  Provost  looked  at  the  young  coimscllor  with  a 
face  in  which  distrust^  olarm,  and  vexation,  seemed 
mingl(d.  '*  A  fashious  job,"  he  said  at  Inst,  "  a  fashious 
job;  and  it  will  be  dangerous  meddling  with  it.  1 
rixHild  like  ill  to  see  your  father's  son  turn  informer 
■ninst  an  unfortunate  gentleman." 
^•Neither  do  I  mean  it,"  answered  Alan,  "providwl 
that  unfortunate  gentleman  and  his  friends  give  me  a 
quiet  opp(»rtunity  of  securing  my  friend' t«  safety.  If  I 
could  speak  with  Mr.  Redgauntlet,  and  hear  his  own 
aplanation,  I  should  probably  be  satisfit^I.  If  I  am 
fcrced  to  denounce  him  to  government,  it  will  he  in 
hii  new  capacity  of  a  kidnapper.  I  may  not  be  able, 
nor  is  it  my  business,  to  prevent  his  being  recognised 
in  hi«  former  character  of  an  attainted  person,  ex- 
ontcd  from  the  general  pardon." 

1^ Master  Fairford,"  said  the  Provost,  "would  ye 
nin  the  poor  innocent  gentleman  on  an  idle  suspi- 
cion T' 

"Say  no  more  of  it,  Mr.  Crosbic;  my  line  of  con- 
don  is  determined— unless  that  suspicion  is  re- 
iBOved." 

*Weel,  air,"  said  the  Provost,  "since  so  it  be,  and 
nee  vou  say  that  you  do  not  srek  to  harm  Red- 
giuntlet  personally,  rll  ask  a  man  to  dine  with  us 
lo-day  that  kens  as  much  about  his  matters  a.s  most 
folk.  You  must  thinL  Mr.  Alnn  Fairfonl,  though 
Bol^unilet  be  my  wife's  near  relative,  and  though, 
^Nibtless.  1  wish  lu:n  wocl,  yet  I  am  not  the  person 
who  is  like  to  be  intrusted  with  his  incomings  and 
OutffoikigA.  I  am  not  a  man  for  that— I  keep  the  kirk, 
ml  abhor  Popery— I  have  stood  up  for  the  House  of 
Hancer,  and  for  liberty  and  property—  I  carried  arms, 
■r,  BKainst  the  Pretundcr,  when  three  of  the  Highlnnd- 
men's  baggooe-carts  were  stopi>c'fl  at  Eccleferhan ; 
and  I  had  an  especial  loss  of  a  hundred  pounds" 

"Scois."  interrupted  Fairford.  *'You  forget  you 
loU  me  all  this  before." 

**  Scots  or  English,  it  was  too  murh  forme  to  lose," 
aid  the  Provost ;  "ao  you  see  I  am  not  a  person  to 
pick  or  peel  with  Jacobites,  and  such  unfrecmen  as 
poor  Redgauntlet." 

** Granted,  granted,  Mr.  Croabie ;  and  what  then?" 
tuA  Alan  Fairford. 

**  Why.  then,  it  follows,  that  if  I  am  to  help  you  at 
ihii  pmcn,  it  cannot  be  by  and  through  my  ain  per- 
•oaal  knowledge,  but  through  some  htting  agent  or 
tbini  per^m." 

"Granted  again,"  said  Fairford.  "And  pray  who 
■ttv  this  thinl  person  be?" 

'^Wha  but  Pate  MaxwoUof  Summcrtrccs— him  they 
all  Paie-in-Peril." 
**An«id  forty-five  man,  of  course?" 
**Ye  may  swear  that,"  replied  the  Provost— "as 

black  a  Jacdbitc  as  the  auld  leaven  can  make  him ; 

but  a  »>nsy,  niarrv  companion,  that  none  of  us  think 

uwn^h  while  lo  nreak  wi'  for  all  his  brags  and  his 

'Iwm.    You  would  have  thought,  if  he  h;id  had  but 

M  own  way  at  Derby,  he  would  nave  marched  Charlie 

Stewart  through  between  Wade  and  the  Duke,  as  a 

liutead  goes  through  iho  ncedJe'a  ee,  and  aeatvd  him  in 


Saint  James's  before  you  could  have  said  hand  your 
hand.  But  thouidi  he  is  a  windy  l)<>dy  whin  he  gets 
on  hisnnl(l-warld!*tories,  he  has  mair  gumption  in  him 
than  most  n**ople— knows  business  Air.  Alan,  being 
bred  to  the  law ;  but  never  took  the  gown,  because  of 
the  oaths,  which  kept  more  folk  out  then  than  they 
do  now— the  more's  the  pity." 

"What !  are  you  sorry.  Provost,  that  Jacobitism  is 
upon  the  decline?"  said  rairford. 

"  No,  no,"  answered  the  Prc^'ost— "  I  am  only  sorry 
for  folks  losing  the  tenderness  of  conscienc*-  which 
they  uFed  to  have.  I  have  a  son  breeding  to  the  bar, 
Mr.  Fairford  ;  and,  no  doubt,  eonsidering  my  services 
and  sufftTings^  I  might  have  looked  for  some  bit  posiie 
to  him  ;  hut  it  the  muckle  tikes  come  in— I  mean  a' 
these  Maxwells,  and  Johnstones,  and  great  lairds, 
that  the  oaths  used  to  keep  out  lang  syne— the  bits  o 
messan  dogies,  like  my  son,  and  may  be  like  vour 
father's  son,  Mr.  .Alan,  will  besair  put  to  the  wall." 

"  But  to  return  to  the  subject,  Mr.  Crosbie,"  said 
Fairford.  "do  you  really  think  it  likely  that  this  Mr. 
Maxwell  will  be  of  service  in  this  motter?" 

"It's  very  like  he  may  be,  for  he  is  the  tongue  of  tho 
tninii)  to  the  whole  squad  of  them."  said  the  Provost ; 
"ana  Redgauntlet,  though  he  will  not  stiek  at  timea 
to  call  him  a  fool,  lakes  more  of  his  counsel  than  any 
man's  else  that  1  am  aware  of.  If  Pate  can  bring  him 
to  a  conimunimr,  the  business  is  done.  He's  a  snarp 
chield,  Pate-in-Peril." 

" Pate-in-Peril !"  repeated  Alan ;  "a  very  singular 
name." 

"Ay,  and  it  was  in  as  queer  a  way  he  got  it ;  but  I'll 
say  naething  about  that,"  said  the  Provost,  "for  fear 
of  forestalling  his  market ;  for  ye  are  sure  to  hear  it 
once  at  least,  however  oftener,  btfon*  the  punch-bowl 
gives  place  to  the  tea-not.— And  now,  fare  ye  wecl : 
for  there  is  the  council-hell  clinking  in  eomest ;  and 
if  I  am  not  there  before  it  jows  in.  Bailie  Laurie  wiU 
be  trying  some  of  his  mann3uvre8.'* 

The  Provoft,  repealing  his  expectation  of  seeing 
Mr.  Fairford  at  two  o'clock,  at  length  eHi'Cted  his 
escape  from  the  young  counsL-lIor.  and  left  him  at  a 
considerable  loss  how  to  proceed.  The  Sheriff  it 
sc*ems,  had  n'turned  to  Eriinburgh,  and  he  feared  to 
find  tho  visible  repugnance  of  the  Pmvost  to  interfere 
with  this  Lnird  of  Birrenswork,  or  Redgauntlet,  much 
strcmger  amongst  the  country  gentlenien,  many  of 
whom  were  Catholics  as  well  as  Jacobins,  and  moat 
others  unwilling  to  quarrel  with  kinsmen  and  friends, 
by  nroseciiting  with  severity  political  ofi'ences  which 
ban  almost  run  a  pnrscription. 

To  collect  all  the  information  in  his  power,  and  not 
to  have  recourse  to  the  highir  authorities  until  he 
could  give  all  the  light  of  which  the  case  was  capable, 
seemed  the  wiser  proceeciing  in  a  choice  of  difficulties. 
He  had  some  conversation  with  the  Procurator- Mscal, 
who,  as  well  as  the  Provost,  was  an  old  com>spondent 
of  his  father.  Alan  expressed  to  that  officer  a  purpose 
of  visiting  Brokenburn,  but  was  assured  by  him,  that 
it  would  be  a  step  attended  with  much  danger  to  hia 
own  person,  and  altogether  fruitless ;  that  the  indi- 
viduals who  had  been  rin&leadera  in  the  riot  were  long 
since  safely  sheltered  in  their  various  lurking-hoiea  in 
the  Isle  of  Man,  Cumberland,  and  elsewhere;  and 
that  those  who  might  remain, would  undoubtedly 
commit  violence  on  any  who  visited  their  settlement 
with  the  purpose  of  inquiring  into  the  late  disturb- 
anecs. 

There  were  not  the  same  objections  to  his  hastening 
to  Mount  .Sharon,  where  he  expc^cted  to  find  the  latest 
news  of  his  friend ;  and  there  was  time  enough  to  d«> 
ao,  before  the  hour  appointed  for  the  Provost's  dinner. 
Upon  the  road,  he  congratulated  himself  on  haying 
obtained  one  point  of  almost  certain  iiifonnatioo. 
The  person  who  had  in  a  manner  ibrci-d  himself  upon 
his  father's  hospitality,  and  had  api>eured  desiroua  to 
induce  Darsie  Latimer  to  visit  England,  against  whom, 
too.  a  si>rt  of  warning  had  l»een  rt«eived  from  an 
individual  connected  with  and  residinu  m  ha  own 
family,  pp) veil  to  be  a  promoter  of  the  distiu-baace  m 
which  Darsie  hod  disappeari'd. 

What  could  be  the  cause  of  such  an  attempt  on  tha 
liberty  of  an  inoffensive  and  amiable  man  ?  It  wai 
impossible  it  oouLd  be  merely  owing  to  Hedgauutlci'f 
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mistaking  Danie  for  a  apjr ;  for  though  that  was  the 
solution  which  Pairford  had  oflered  to  the  Provost, 
he  well  knew  that,  in  point  of  foci,  he  himself  had 
bt^en  warnwi  hy  his  sinffiilar  visiter  of  some  danger  to 
which  his  frieml  was  exposed,  h(>fore  such  su!<pidon 
could  have  been  entertained;  and  the  injunctions  re- 
ceived by  Lniimer  fwvn  his  guardian,  or  him  who 
acted  as  such,  Mr.  Ghflfiths  of  London,  pointed  to 
the  raine  thin""  He  was  rather  glad,  however,  that 
he  had  not  let  Provost  Crosbie  into  his  secret,  farther 
than  was  absolutely  necessary ;  since  it  was  plain  that 
the  connexion  of  his  wife  with  the  suspected  parly 
was  likely  to  affect  his  impartialily  as  a  magistrate. 

When  Alan  Fairford  arnved  at  Mount  Sharon,  Ra- 
chel GeddeH  hastened  to  meet  him,  almost  before  the 
servant  could  open  the  door.  She  drew  back  in  dis- 
appointment when  she  beheld  a  stranger,  and  said,  to 
excuse  her  precipitation,  that  "  she  had  thought  it  was 
her  brothr>r  Joshua  returned  from  Cumb(.'rland.*' 

"  Mr.  Geddes  is  then  absent  from  home  7"  said 
Fairford.  much  disappointed  in  his  turn. 

"  He  nath  l)een  gone  since  yesterday,  friend,"  an- 
swered Rachel,  once  more  composed  to  the  quietude 
which  characterizes  her  sect,  but  her  pale  cheek  and 
red  eye  giving  contradiction  to  her  assuuied  equa- 
nimity. 

"  I  am,"  said  Fairford,  hastily,  "  the  particular 
friend  of  a  young  man  not  unknown  to  you.  Miss 
Geddes— the  friend  of  Dnrsie  Latimer — and  am  come 
hither  in  the  utmost  anxiety,  having  understood  from 
Provost  Crosbie^  that  he  had  disappeared  in  the  night 
when  a  destructive  attack  was  made  upon  the  fishing- 
station  of  Mr.  Geddes." 

"  Thou  dost  afflict  me,  friend  by  thy  inquiries,"  said 
Rachel,  more  aficcted  than  before;  for  although  the 
youth  was  like  those  of  the  worldly  generation,  wise  In 
his  own  conceit,  and  lightly  to  be  moveii  by  the  breath 
of  vanity,  yet  Joshua  loved  him,  and  his  heart  clavo  to 
him  as  if  ne  had  been  his  own  son.  And  w;hcn  he 
himself  escaped  from  the  sons  of  Belial,  which  was 
not  until  they  had  tired  themselves  with  reviling,  and 
vrilh  idle  reproach,  and  the  jests  of  the  scoffer,  Joshua, 
my  brother,  returned  to  them  once  and  again,  to  give 
ransom  fur  the  youth  called  Darsic  Latimer,  with 
offers  of  money  and  with  promise  of  remission,  but 
they  would  not  hearken  to  him.  Also,  he  went  before 
the  Head  Judge,  whonf  men  call  the  Sherifll  and 
would  have  told  him  of  the  youth's  peril ;  but  he  would 
in  no  way  hearken  to  him  unless  )ie  would  swear  unto 
the  truth  of  his  words,  which  thing  he  might  nor  do 
without  sin,  seeing  it  is  written,  Swear  not  at  hll— 
also,  that  our  conversation  shall  be  yea  or  nay.  There- 
fore, Joshua  returneii  to  me  disconsolate,  and  said, 
*  Sister  Rachel,  this  youth  hath  run  into  peril  for  my 
sake ;  assuredly  I  snail  not  be  guiltless  if  a  hair  of 
his  head  be  harmed,  seeing  I  have  sinned  in  permit- 
ting him  to  go  with  me  to  the  fishing-station  when 
such  evil  was  to  be  feared.  Therefore,  I  will  take  my 
horse,  even  Solomon,  and  ride  swiftly  into  Cumber- 
land, and  I  will  make  myself  friends  with  Mammon 
of  Unrighteousness,  among  the  magistratt^  of  the 
Gentiles,  and  among  their  mighty  men ;  and  it  shall 
come  to  pu»s,that  Darsie  Latimer  shall  be  delivered, 
even  if  it  were  at  the  expend'  of  half  my  substance. 
And  I  said,  '.Nay,  my  brother,  go  not,  for  they  will 
but  scoff  ut  and  revile  thee;  but  hire  with  thy  silver 
one  of  the  8(.>ribes,  who  are  eager  as  hunters  in  pur- 
suing their  prev,  and  he  shall  free  Darsie  Latimer 
from  the  men  of  violence  by  his  cunning,  and  thy  soul 
shall  l>e  guiltless  of  evil  towards  the  lad.'  But  he 
answered  and  said,  '1  will  not  be  controlled  in  this 
matter.'  And  he  is  g(me  forth,  and  hnth  not  returned, 
and  I  fear  me  that  he  may  never  retuni ;  for  though  he 
bepeaceful,  as  becomethone  who  holds  all  violence  as 
oflence  against  his  own  soul,  yet  neither  the  floods  of 
water,  nor  the  fear  of  the  snare,  uor  the  drawn  sword 
of  the  adversary  brandisht^l  in  the  path,  will  over- 
come his  purpose.  Wherefore  the  Sol  way  may  swal- 
low him  up,  or  ihe  sword  of  the  enemy  inav  devour 
him— neverihelcss,  my  hope  is  Iwiter  in  Him  who 
directcth  all  things,  and  ruleth  over  the  waves  of  the 
isa,  and  overruleth  the  devices  of  the  wicked,  and 
vho  can  redeem  us  even  i»  a  bird  from  the  fowler's 


This  was  all  that  Fairford  coold  learn  from  Misi 
Geddes ;  but  he  heard  with  pleasure,  that  the  sood 
Quaker,  her  brother,  had  many  friends  among  tDon 
o(  his  own  profession  in  Cumberland,  and  withoM 
exposing  hims<^lf  to  so  nmch  danger  as  his  sister 
fleenied  to  apprehend,  he  trusted  he  might  be  able  la 
discover  some  traces  of  Darsie  Latirmrr.  He  himself 
rode  back  to  Dumfries,  having  left  with  Miss  Geddes 
his  direction  in  that  place,  and  an  earliest  request  that 
she  would  forward  thither  whatever  iitfomation  ibe 
might  obtain  from  her  brother. 

On  Fairford's  return  to  Dumfnca,  he  employed  the 
brief  interval  which  remained  before  dinner-rine,  ia 
writing  an  account  of  what  had  befallen  Latinur, 
and  of  the  present  uncertainty  of  his  condition,  to 
Mr.  Samuel  Griffiths,  through  whose  hands  the  re* 
mittances  for  his  friend's  service  had  been  regularir 
made,  desiring  he  would  instantly  acquaint  him  win 
such  parts  of  his  history  as  might  direct  him  in  tbi 
search  which  he  was  about  to  instimte  through  the 
border  counties,  and  which  he  pledged  himsell  not  Id 
give  up  until  he  had  obtained  news  of  his  frieiid,  aim 
or  dead.  The  young  lawyer's  mind  felt  easier  when  W 
had  despatched  this  letter.  He  could  not  conceive  any 
reason  why  his  friend's  life  should  be  aimed  at;  be 
knew  Darsie  hnd  done  nothing  by  which  his  liberty 
could  be  legally  affected ;  and  although,  even  of  lale 
years,  there  had  bf.>en  singular  histories  of  men,  ib4 
women  also,  who  had  been  treFmnned,  and  concealed 
in  solitudes  and  distant  islands,  in  order  to  serve  sone 
temporary  purpose,  such  violences  had  been  chiefly 
practi8i>d  by  the  rich  on  the  poor,  and  by  the  sfroof 
on  the  feeble ;  whereas,  in  the  present  case,  this  Xl 
Herries,  or  Redgauntlet,  being  amenable,  for  mom 
reasons  than  one,  to  the  censure  of  the  law,  mui!  bl 
the  weakest  in  any  struggle  in  which  it  could  be  » 
pealetl  to.  It  is  true  that  his  friendly  anxiety  wbis* 
pere<l,  that  the  very  cause  which  rendered  ihisoppret* 
sor  h>s8  formidable,  might  make  him  more  despcrMs. 
Still,  recalling  his  language,  so  strikingly  that  of  the 
gentleman,  and  even  of  the  man  of  honour,  Alan  Fa^ 
ford  concluded,  that  though,  in  his  feudal  pride.  Red 
gauntlet  might  venture  on  the  deeds  of  violence  exe^ 
cisiMl  by  the  aristocracy  in  other  times,  he  could  not  be 
capable  of  any  action  of  delibt^rate  atrocity.  Andia 
these  convictions  ho  went  to  dine  with  Provost  One- 
hie,  with  a  heart  more  at  eaee  than  raighi  have  beat 
expected.* 


CHAPTER  XL 

NAaaATIVE  OF  AUIN  FAIRFOBD,  CONTRVrXDw 

FrvB  minutes  had  elapsed  after  the  towD-cbwk 
struck  two,  before  Alan  Fairford,  who  had  madei 
small  detour  to  put  his  letter  into  the  post-houaa 
reached  the  mansion  of  Mr.  Provost  Croshie,  ain 
was  at  once  gruetrni  by  the  voice  of  that  civic  digne 
tary,  and  the  rural  dignitary  his  visiter,  as  by  ibi 
voices  of  men  impatient  for  their  dinner. 

"Come  away,  Mr.  Fairford— the  Edinburgh  linn 
is  later  than  ours,"  said  the  Provost. 

And,  "  Come  away,  young  gentleman,'*  said  tbi 
Laird ;  ''  I  rememhir  your  father  weel,  at  the  Cme^ 
tliirtv  yeann  ago— I  reckon  you  are  as  late  in  Edia- 
bmsn  as  at  London,  four  o  clock  hours— eh  ?" 

"  Not  quite  so dt^genoratp,"  replied  Fairford;  "bol 
certainly  many  Fxlinburgh  people  arc  so  ill-adviied 
as  to  noHtpone  their  dinner  till  three,  that  they 
have  full  tunc  to  answer  their  London  cui 
enis." 

*  ^odand,  ia  ii*  hair  civilbiad  Mtate.  eafiibiMM)  loo  mmy» 
ampltts  of  the  exerUnn  of  Hrbitrary  force  and  ?ii><eiM».  reiHtai4 
uaiy  by  the  dominion  which  laira«  exert4-d  OTi*r  Uieir  taoaals 
Mid  chi^r*  over  thHir  cian-t.  The  captivity  of  Ladf  Graafi,ii 
thed«M»latH  cliffy  nf  Saint  Kilda,  is  in  the  rrcollfrtioo  of  evtiy 
oHK.  At  the  MipiKiwHldatBof  the  novel  al*o,  •  manofiheaiai 
of  .Memluen,  m  lanaer  in  Lpith,  atMooorfed  from  his  coairtn  M 
escape  lii»  crcditorii ;  and  after  kkavinctdain  hisiit\n  mwliffMlb 
aii'l  put  a  bit  of  red  rioth  in  it^  mnulh.  a«  if  it  had  dird  ia  • 
contput  with  «oldi«rs,  and  involved  hi* own  eiisicnce  mas ■M^ 
niyHtefy  a«  p(M*ibie,  made  his  escape  into  Yurk^hire.  Hsiekt 
was  dvtectnd  by  persoos  sent  in  search  of  tiiiu.  to  whaaja 
«ave  a  iMirtnntoiis  arrount  of  his  hnvio^  been  carried  off  m 
mnrenlpd  in  varintu  places.  Mr.  Metrilees  was,  in  ihofl,a 
kind  of  male  ElizabeUi  Canoiiig,  but  did  not  traspMa  <a  llS 
pulUic  Gied4litj  «uiitfl  ao  loof. 
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London  corrMpondentsf*  said  Mr.  Maxwelh 
**ind,  pray,  whnt  the  devil  have  the  people  of  Auld 
Reekip  to  do  with  Lpndon  cnrn'spoiulpnts?"* 

**The  tradesmen  must  have  (heir  goods,"  said 
Fairfbrd. 

''Can  thejr  not  buy  our  own  Scottish  manufac- 
tnreg^  and  pick  their  customers'  pockets  in  a  more 
patriotic  manner?" 

**Tlien  the  ladies  must  have  fashions,"  said  Fair- 
fora. 

"Can  they  not  busk  the  plaid  over  their  heads,  as 
thdr  mothers  did?  A  tnrtan  arrrcn,  and  once  a- 
rear  a  new  cockemony  from  Paris,  should  serve  a 
Coanteva.  But  ye  have  not  many  of  them  left,  ] 
think— Mareschal.  Airlcy,  Win  ton,  Wcmyss,  Bal- 
merioo,  aJI  passed  and  cone— ay,  ny,  the  countesses 
and  ladies  of  quality  will  scarce  take  up  too  much  of 
four  ball-room  floor  with  their  quality  noops  now-a- 
difs." 

•^Thcre  is  no  want  of  crowding,  however,  sir," 
nid  Fairford;  '*they  begin  to  talk  of  a  new  Assem- 
bh^Room."   •         '"^ 

,A  new  Aasembly-Room !"  said  the  old  Jacobite 
Liiid— "Umph— I  mind  quartering  three  hundred 
mm  in  the  old  Assembly-Roomt— But  come,  rome— 
rn  aik  no  more  questions— the  answers  all  smell  of 
new  lords  new  lands,  and  do  but  spoil  my  appetite, 
vhich  were  a  pity,  since  here  comes  Mrs.  Crosbie  to 
Mr  our  mutton's  ready." 

It  was  even  so.  Mrs.  Crosbie  had  been  absent,  like 
Eve,  "on  hoi^iitable  cares  intent."  a  duty  which  she 
did  not  conceive  herself  exempted  from,  either  by  the 
disQitv  of  her  husband's  rank  in  tMe  municipality,  or 
ibe  splendour  of  her  Brussels  silk  gown,  or  even  by 
the  more  highly  prized  lustre  of  her  birth ;  for  she , 
ns  bom  a  Maxwell,  and  allied,  as  her  husband  often 
infiirmed  his  friends,  to  several  of  the  first  families  in 
the  county.  She  had  been  handsome,  and  was  still 
I  portly  good-looking  woman  of  her  years ;  and 
dioi^  her  peep  into  the  kitchen  had  somewhat 
heightened  her  complexion,  it  was  no  more  than  a 
Bwdast  touch  of  rouge  mi^ht  have  done. 

Tlie  Provost  was  certainly  proud  of  his  Ia(ly,  nay, 
looM  said  he  was  afraid  ot  her;  for,  of  the  females 
oftheRedgauntlet  family  there  went  a  rumour,  that, 
ally  where  they  would,  there  was  a  gray  mare  as 
amy  in  the  stables  of  their  husbands,  as  there  is  a  I 
white  horse  in  Wouvcmians'  pictures.  The  good 
dime,  too,  was  supposed  to  have  brought  a  spice  of 
polibcB  into  Mr.  Crosbie's household  along  with  her; 
lod  the  Provost's  enemies  at  the  Council-table  of 
ihe burgh  used  to  observe,  that  he  uttered  there  many 
I  bold  harangue  against  the  Pretender,  and  in  favour 
of  King  GSeorge  and  government,  of  which  he  dared 
IOC  have  pronounced  a  syllable  in  his  own  liedcham- 
ber;  and  that,  in  fact,  his  wife's  predominating  influ- 
m  had  now  and  then  occasioned  his  acting,  or  for- 
Nariog  to  act,  in  a  manner  very  difil'rent  from  his 
■meral  professions  of  zeal  for  Revolution  principles, 
irfhis  was  in  any  respect  true,  it  was  certain,  on  the 
other  hand,  that  Mrs.  Crosbie.  in  all  external  points, 
iBcnwd  to  acknowledge  the  "lawful  sway  and  right 
■apremacy'*  of  the  head  of  the  house,  and  if  she  did 
not  in  truih  reverence  her  husband,  she  at  least 
■eenwd  to  d  j  ao. 

This  stalely  dame  received  Mr.  Maxwell  (a  cousin 
of  course)  with  cordiality,  and  Fairford  with  civihty; 
iDiwering,  at  the  same  time,  with  rt«pect,  to  the  ma- 
ISisterial  complaints  of  the  Provost,  that  dinner  was 
JM  roining  up.  "  But  since  you  changed  poor  Peter 
MacAlpin,  that  used  to  take  care  of  the  town-clock, 
iBv  dtar.  It  has  never  gone  well  a  single  day." 
^  Peter  MacUpin,  my  dear,"  said  the  Provost, 
nade  himself  too  busy  for  a  person  in  office,  and 
dnmk  healths  and  ao  forth,  which  it  became  no  man 
10 drink  or  to  pledge,  far  hvs  one  that  is  in  point  of 
ofBoe  a  servant  of  the  public.    I  understand  that  he 

*  X*l  Hwch  io  thow  <lar«.  for  within  my  mrollection  llin  Li>n- 
tm  tuti  WM  brouclit  iMirtii  in  >  vmali  uiailrart ;  and  men  are 
rrtaliTC  whu  rer<ill«*ct  wh«m  it  came  du»n  with  only  odp  mn* 
fie  teller  for  Edmbargh.  sddreMed  to  tlie  manairor  of  the  Bri- 
IM  Linr«  Company. 

^*  t  fMHcmber  liearinir  Xhi*  identi<>al  answer  aiven  by  an  ohl 
d  nntlenian  of  ih«  Foriy-FJTa,  when  lie  heard  of  the 
^  or  lUe  New  AMewblyRoum*  in  George  Street. 
VouV 


I  lost  the  music-bells  in  Rdinhnrgh,  for  playing  *Ower 
the  water  to  Charlie,'  upon  the  tenth  of  June.  He  ia 
I  u  hlark  .»*hwR  ond  disserves  no  encourngrment." 
;  "  Not  a  bad  tune,  though,  after  all."  said  Summer- 
trees;  and.  turning  to  tht^  window,  he  half  hummed, 
half  whistled  the  air  in  question,  then  sang  the  laaC 
verse  aloud : 

*•  Oh  I  loe  weel  my  Charlie'i  name, 

Thouirh  conM^  there  be  that  abhor  bin  ; 

But  oh  to  iieo  The  ileil  ranf  hnma 

Wi'  a'  the  Whiift  befbre  him  i 

Over  the  water,  and  o\vt  the  n^. 

And  over  the  water  to  Charlie  ; 

Come  weal.  c<ime  wo,  we'll  father  and  co. 

And  live  or  die  wiUi  Charlie." 

Mrs.  Crosbie  smiled  furtively  on  the  Laird,  wearing 
an  aspect  at  the  same  time  of  deep  submission ;  while 
the  Provost,  not  choosing  to  hear  his  visiter's  ditty, 
look  a  turn  through  the  room,  in  unquestioned  dignity 
and  independence  of  authoniv.  ,  * 

"  Aweel ,  aweel,  my  dear,''  said  the  lady,  with  a 
quiet  smile  of  suonnssion,  "ye  ken  these  mattera 
best,  and  you  will  do  your  pleasure— the>'  are  far 
above  my  hand— only,  I  doubt  if  ever  the  town-clock 
will  go  nght,  or  your  meals  be  /a;ot  up  so  regular  as  I 
should  wish,  till  Peter  MacAlpih  gets  his  office  back 
again.  The  body's  auld,  and  can  neither  work  nor 
want,  but  he  is  the  only  hand  to  set  a  clock." 

It  may  be  noticed  in  passing,  that,  notwithstand- 
ing this  prediction,  which,  probably,  the  fair  Cas- 
sandra had  the  full  means  of  accomplishing,  it  was 
not  till  the  second  council-day  thereafter  that  tha 
misdemeanours  of  the  Jacobite  clock-keeper  wera 
passed  over,  and  he  was  once  more  restored  to  his 
occupation  of  fixing  the  town's  time,  and  the  Pro- 
vost s  dinner-hour. 

Upon  the  present  occasion  the  dinner  passed  plea- 
santly away.  Summertrees  talked  and  jested,  with 
the  easy  indifference  of  a  man  who  holds  himself 
Ruperior  to  his  company.  He  was  indeed  an  import- 
ant person,  as  was  testified  by  his  portly  appearance! 
his  nat  laced  with  point  ifEspagne;  his  coat  and 
waistcoat  once  richly  embroidered,  though  now  almost 
threadbare;  the  splendour  of  his  aohtaire,  and  laced 
niffles,  though  the  first  was  sorely  creased,  and  the 
other  sullied;  not  to  forget  the  length  of  his  silver- 
hilted  rapier.  His  wit,  or  rather  humour,  bordered  on 
(he  sarcast-c,  and  intimated  a  discontented  man ;  and 
althougli  he  showed  no  displeasure  when  the  Proyoet 
attempted  a  repartee,  yet  it  seemed  that  he  permittea 
it  upon  mere  suflt- ranee,  as  a  fencinp-master,  engand 
with  a  pupil,  will  sometimes  permit  the  tyro  to  nit 
him,  solely  by  way  of  encouragement.  The  Laird'i 
own  jest.%  in  the  mean  while,  were  eminently  suc- 
cessful, not  only  with  the  Provost  and  his  lady,  but 
with  the  red -cheeked  and  red-ribboned  scrvant-mtid 
who  waited  at  table,  and  who  could  scarce  perform 
her  duty  with  propriety,  so  effectual  were  the  expk)- 
iiions  of  Summertrees.  Alan  Fairford  alone  was  un- 
moved among  all  this  mirth;  which  was  the  lest 
wonderful,  that,  besides  the  important  subject  which 
occupied  his  thoughts,  most  of  the  Laird's  good  thinga 
consisted  in  sly  allusions  to  little  parochial  or  family 
incidents,  with  which  the  Edinburph  visiter  waa 
totally  unacquainted ;  so  that  the  laughter  of  the 
party  sounded  in  his  ear  hke  the  idle  crackling  of 
ihorns  under  the  iK)t,  with  this  diHerencc,  that  they 
did  not  accompany  or  second  any  such  useful  opera- 
tion as  the  boiling  thereof. 

Fairford  was  glad  when  the  cloth  was  withdrnwni 
and  when  Provost  Crosbie  (not  without  somepointa 
of  advice  from  his  lady,  touching  the  precise  mixture 
of  the  inurcditsnts)  had  accomplished  the  compoundina 
c>f  a  noble  bowl  of  punch,  at  which  the  old  Jacobite^s 
eyes  seemed  to  {{listen,  the  glasses  were  pushed  round 
it,  filled,  and  withdrawn  each  b^  its  owner  when  tha 
Provost  emphatically  named  the  toast,  **Thc  King;" 
with  an  important  look  to  Fairford,  which  seemed 
to  say,  You  can  have  no  doubt  whom  I  mean,  and 
iherel'ore  there  is  no  occasion  to  particulariie  tha 
individual. 

Summertrees  re^jeated  the  toast  with  a  sly  wink  tti 
i\\v  lady,  while  Fairford  drank  his  glass  in  silence. 


Well,  young  advocate,"  said  the  landed  proprietor 
I  am  glad  to  see  there  u  some  shame,  if  there  it 
IS 
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little  honesty,  left  in  the  Pacult>'.  Rome  of  your 
black-s^wnis  now-a-dayg,  have  aa  little  of  the  one  as 
of  tlieolher.'' 

"  At  K^aHt.  sir,"  rcplinJ  Mr.  Fairford,  *'  I  am  ho  much 
of  a  lawyer  afl  not  willingly  to  r.ni^'r  into  (iiapiitca 
which  I  am  not  Rtnincil  to  supix)rt— it  w-ould  be  but 
lhrowinj<  away  both  time  and  ar^iimenf." 

"Come,  come,"  said  the  lady,  *'we  will  have  no 
argument  in  tins  house  ab<Mii  Whi«  or  Too'— the 
Provost  kens  what  hn  maun  say,  and  I  ken  what 
he  should  think;  and  for  a'  that  has  come  and  ganc 
yet,  thin*  may  be  a  time  cximinK  when  honest  men 
may  sjiy  what  they  ihmk,  whether  they  bo  Provosts 
or  not." 

"D'ye  hoar  that,  Provost?"  said  Summertreos; 
"your  wif«»'s  a  witch,  man  ;  yon  should  nail  a  horse- 
shoe on  vour  chamber-door— Ila,  ha,  ha !" 

This  sally  did  not  take  quite  so  well  as  former  cHiirts 
of  the  Laird's  wit.  The  lady  drew  un,  and  the  Pro- 
vost said  half  a.«idc,  "The  sooth  bouru  isnae  hourd.* 
You  will  iind  the  horsf'shoc  hissing  hot,  .Sunnner- 
trees." 

"You  can  speak  from  experience  doubtless.  Pro- 
Tost,"  answerr.ll  the  Laird  ;  "  but  I  cravu  pardon— I 
nceil  not  tell  Mrs.  Crosbie  that  I  have  all  resinci  for 
the  auld  and  honourable  House  of  Kiniijiauntlct." 

"And  Kood  reas<jn  ye  have,  that  are  sae  si%  to 
them,"  quoth  the  lady,  and  kend  wenl  baith  them 
that  are  here,  and  them  that  are  gane." 

"In  troth,  and  ye  may  say  sap,  madam,"  answered 
the  Laird ;  "for  poor  Harry  Rtxigauntlet  that  sufliTcd 
•t  Carlisle,  was  hand  and  glove  with  me;  and  yet  we 
parted  on  short  leave-taking." 

"Ay.  Summerlrws,"  said  the  Provost ;  "that  was 
when  you  pl.iyed  Ciieat-lhe-woodie,  and  fiat  the  by- 
name of  Pate-in-Peril.  I  wish  you  would  tell  the 
story  to  my  young  friend  here.  He  likes  wecl  to  hear 
of  a  sharp  trick,  as  most  lawyers  do." 

"I  wonder  at  your  want  of  circumspection,  Pro- 
vost," said  the  Laird,— much  after  th«!  manner  of  a 
•ins^r,  when  declining  to  sing  the  song  that  is  qui- 
vering upon  his  tongue's  very  end.  "Ye  should  mind 
there  an'  some  aula  stories  that  cannot  be  ripped  up 
again  with  entire  safety  to  all  concerned.  T\ice  is 
Latin  for  a  candle." 

"I  hope,"  said  the  lady,  "you  are  not  afraid  of 
any  thin^  being  said  out  of  this  house  to  your  pn>jii- 
dice,  Summertnt'S?  I  have  heard  the  story  before; 
but  the  oftener  I  hear  it,  the  more  wonderful  I  think 
it." 

"Yes,  madam;  but  it  has  been  now  a  wonder 
of  more  than  nine  days,  and  it  is  time  it  should  be 
ended,"  answered  Maxwpll. 

Fairford  now  thouahi  it  civil  to  say,  "that  he  had 
often  heard  of  Mr.  Maxwell's  wonderful  escape,  and 
that  nothing  could  l>e  more  agreeable  to  him  than  to 
hear  the  right  version  of  iu" 

But  8umnii:rtrees  was  obdurate,  and  refused  to 
take  up  the  time  of  the  company  with  such  "auld 
warld  nonsense." 

"Weel,  weel,"  said  the  Provost,  "a wilful  man 
maun  hae  his  way.— What  do  your  folk  in  the  county 
think  about  the  disturi)ances  that  are  beginning  to 
■punk out  in  the  colonies?" 

"  Excellent,  sir,  excellent  When  things  come  to 
the  worst  they  will  mend ;  and  to  the  worst  the>;  are 
coming. — Kut  as  to  that  nons*3nse  ploy  of  mine,  if  ye 
insist  on  hearing  the  particulars,"— said  the  Laird, 
who  began  to  be  sensible  that  the  period  of  telling  his 
atorv  gracefully  was  gliding  fast  away. 

"Nay,"  said  the  Provost,  "it  was  not  for  myself, 
but  this  young  gentleman.' 

"Aweel,  what  for  should  I  not  pleasure  the  young 
gentleman?— I'll  just  drink  the  honest  folk  at  hame 
and  abroad^  and  dieil  ane  vise.  And  then— Imt  you 
have  hcanl  it  before,  Mrs  Crosbie?" 

"Nut  so  oAen  as  to  think  it  tiresome,  I  assure  ye," 
■aid  the  lady ;  and  without  fiirther  preliminaries,  the 
Laird  addressed  Alan  Fairford 

■Ye  have  heard  of  a  year  ihev  call  the  forty- fire, 

young  gentleman ;  when  the  Southrons'  heads  made 

their  Inst  acquaintance  with  Scottish  claymores? 

Thereof  an  a  set  of  rampaugingchiclds  in  the  country 

♦  TlM  trut  joke  is  no  joka. 


then  that  they  called  rebels— I  never  could  find  ooC 
what  for— Some  men  should  have  been  wi'  them 
I  that  nevi-r  came,  Pruvost—Skve  and  the  Buah  ftbofm 
Tnquair  for  that,  y»-  k«'n-^  W«m.  the  job  was  settled  il 
!  last,  i  *Ioun.-d  crowns  were  plenty,  and  raxed  necki 
'  e.'tiiie  int-i  lastiioii.  I  dinna  mind  verv  weel  what  I 
!  was  (ioiiiL'.  swaggering  al>out  the  country  with  dirk 
and  pistiil  at  my  iM'lt  for  five  or  six  months,  or 
tliiTeaway  :  but  I'had  a  weary  waking  out  of  a  wild 
dream.  Then  did  I  find  myself  on  foot  in  a  misty 
rriorning,  with  my  hand,  just  for  fear  of  going  astray, 
linked  into  a  handcutT  as  thev  call  it  with  poor  Harry 
R<  dgaiintlft's  fastent^l  into  the  other;  ana  theie  w^ 
Win*,  trudging  along,  with  about  a  score  more  that 
had  thrust  their  hori'is  ower  deep  in  the  tiog,  just  like 
ours4'lv(:s.  anil  a  sergeant's  guard  of  redcoats,  widi 
twa  file  of  dragoons,  to  ket^}  all  quiet,  and  give  oi 
h^art  to  the  road.  Now,  if  this  mode  of  tra%-eiling 
was  not  very  pleasant,  the  object  dkl  not  particulariy 
recommenil  il ;  for  vou  understand,  young  man,  llut 
tjiey  did  not  trust  tlu-sii  p<Jor  rebel  bodies  to  be  tried 
by  juries  of  their  ain  kindly  countrymen,  though  ane 
would  have  thought  they  would  have  lound  Wbigi 
enough  in  Scotland  to  hang  us  all ;  but  they  behoved 
to  troiineo  us  away  to  Ik>  tried  at  Carlisle,  whenp  the 
folk  had  been  so  frightened,  that  hnd  you  brought  a 
wholif  Highland  clan  at  once  into  the  court,  thM 
would  have  fiut  rheir  hands  upon  their  een,  and  crieo, 
'hang  theiii  a','  just  to  lie  quit  of  them." 

"  Ay.  av."  said  the  Provost,  "  that  was  a  anell  liw, 
I  grant  vi\" 

"  Sih|ll !"  said  his  wife,  "snell !  I  wish  they  thai 
pasM.-d  it  had  tike  jury  I  would  recommend  them  to!* 
.  "  I  supjxtse  the  young  lawyer  thinks  it  all  veiy 
right,"  said  Siimmenre<'S,  looking  at  Fnirfonj— *' an 
nld  lawyer  iiiiuht  havetho»ighl  otherwise.  However, 
the  ciidgtl  was  to  be  found  to  b<>at  the  dog,  and  rhqr 
chose  a  heavy  one.  Well,  I  kept  my  spirits  belter  (fan 
my  eompamon.  poor  felh»w ;  for  I  had  the  lurk  lo 
haveneirhir  wife  nor  child  to  think  alniat,  and  Hany 
Kedgauntlet  had  both  one  and  t'other.— You  have 
seen  Harr>',  Mr*.  Crosbie  T' 

"  In  troth  have  I,"  said  she,  with  the  sigh  which 
we  give  to  early  rt'collections,  of  which  the  object  i» 
no  more.  "  He  was  not  so  tall  as  his  brother,  and  « 
sentler  lad  every  way.  After  he  married  the  great 
Knglish  fortune,  folk  called  him  less  of  a  Scotchmui 
than  E<iward." 

"Folk  lee'd,  then"  said  Summertrees;  "poor 
Harr>'  was  none  ot  your  bold-speaking,  rantioi 
rtMvars,  that  talk  about  what  they  did  yesterday,  or 
what  they  will  do  to-morrow:  it  was  when  srime* 
thing  was  to  do  at  the  moment  that  you  should  bare 
lmikf>d  at  Harry  Redganntlet.  I  saw  him  at  Cullo* 
den,  when  all  was  lost,  doinsr  more  than  twenty  of 
these  bli!i>zin^  bragRarts,  till  the  very  soldiers  thit 
took  him,  crieil  not  to  hurt  him— for  all  soinebod/p 
orders,  Provost— for  he  was  the  bravest  fellow  of 
them  all.  W'cel,  as  I  went  by  the  side  of  Harry,  and 
felt  him  raise  my  hand  up  in  the  mist  of  the  montiof^ 
i  as  if  he  wished  to  wipe  his  eye— for  he  had  not  Ihet 
freedom  without  my  leave— my  very  heart  was  like  to 
break  for  him,  poor  fellow.  In  the  mean  while,  1  had 
been  trying  and  tr>'ing  to  make  my  hand  as  fine  as  a 
lady's,  to  see  if  I  could  slip  it  out  of  my  iron  wrirt- 
band.  You  may  think,"  he  said,  laying  his  broad 
bony  hand  on  the  table,  "I  had  work  enongh  with 
such  a  shoulder  of  mutton  fist;  but  if  you  obKnre. 
the  shakle-bonca  are  of  the  largest,  and  so  iher  wwe 
obliged  to  kiH-p  the  handcuff  wide ;  at  length  1  got 
my  hand  slipixKl  out,  and  slipped  in  again :  and  poor 
Harry  was  sae  deep  in  his  am  thoughts,  I  cooklnot 
make  him  sensible  what  I  was  doing." 

"  Why  not  ?"  said  Alan  Fairford,  for  whom  the 
tale  began  to  have  some  interest. 

"  Because  there  was  an  unchancy  beast  of  a 
drago'in  riding  close  beside  us  on  the  other  siile :  and 
if  I  had  led  him  into  my  confidence  as  well  as  Harry, 
it  would  not  have  been  long  before  a  pisiol-ball  tap- 
ped through  my  bonnet.— Well,  I  had  httle  for  it  hot 
to  do  the  best  I  could  for  myself;  and,  by  my  con- 
science, it  was  time,  when  the  gallows  was  staring 
me  in  the  face.  We  were  to  halt  for  breakfast  at 
Moflat.    Well  did  1  know  the  ntoora  we  wer«  mtudh 
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ing  over,  havinf!  honted  nnd  ha^rked  on  every  arre  of 
fmnuniJ  in  ver>'  liirterent  !in.«"».  So  1  wniii-ti,  yflu  m'f, 
iill  I  waa  on  ihe  cdce  cf  TrrickFtone  bnn— Yh  km 
^  pi  nee  they-  call  the  Mnrquis'f>  PL-of-fltanii.  kmuu 
the  Annandalc  loona  utc-d  to  put  their  stuk'o  cattle  in 
there?" 

KaiTford  intimated  hie  ignoninoe. 

**  Ve  Diuflt  have  uren  it  as  ye  cam  this  yrayi  it  looks 
as  a  four  hills  were  layinK  their  heads  ta^iirilHTi  \o 
shut  out  dayliuht  from  the  dnrk  hollow  mmct'  he- 
iween  ihem.  Ad— d  detp,  black,  blnckguard-Jookin^ 
ab>'f!«  of  a  hole  ii  is,  ond  goes  straic^ht  iJuwti  frori) 
the  road-side,  aa  perpendicular  as  it  can  di>,  to  be 
ahmthery  brae.  At  the  bottom,  there  is  a  Ptiinll  bit 
of  a  brook,  that  vou  would  think  could  hartWy  fiml  its 
wsy  out  from  the  hills  that  arc  so  closely  jatiiiued 
lound  It.*' 

**  A  bsd  pass  indeed,"  said  Ainn. 

**  Vou  may  aay  that,"  continued  the  Laid.  "  Bod 
u  it  was,  sir,  it  was  my  only  chani*e;  and  ihuujzh 
Biy  very  flesh  creeped  when  I  thought  what  n  rvinidle 


i  waa  going  to  get,  vet  I  kept  my  heart  up  sTl  the 
Mme.  And  so  iuat  when  we  came  on  the  edj^fi  of  this 
Beef-stnnd  of  the  Johnstones,  I  slipped  out  mv  hanti 


JIuw 
hon^c— 


Dom  the  handcufij  cried  to  Harr)*  uauntlr^  '  to\ 
me !'— whisked  under  the  tn-ily  ot  ih»"  dfa^oon  hor 
flung  my  plaid  round  me  with  the  speed  of  Ilk^^ nin^— 
threw  niyF«lf  on  mv  side,  for  there  was  no  ket^ping 
my  ft«t,  and  down  the  brae  hurlc<l  I,  over  hfather  nnd 
Imi.  and  blackberries,  hke  a  barrel  down  ChnhnerB'ei 
Llose^  io  Auld  Rtekic.  G — ,  sir,  I  never  touUi  bdp 
laughmg  when  I  think  how  the  scounclrt'l  nAconts 
must  have  been  bumbnzed;  for  the  mist  being,  a»  1 
Mid,  thick,  they  had  little  notion,  I  take  it,  that  they 
were  on  the  vcr^e  of  such  a  dilcnima.  I  was  half  wny 
down — for  lowmg  is  faster  work  than  Hnning—cre 
they  coiild  get  at  their  arms;  and  then  it  was  Jlaeh, 
flash,  fla8h----rap,  rap,  rap— from  the  edge  af  the  rond; 
bat  my  liead  was  too  jumbled  to  thmk  any  ihin^ 
cither  of  that  or  the  hard  knocks  I  gtit  among  the 
Monea.  I  kept  my  senses  thegithcr,  whiik  hoc  Ih^u 
thou!£ht  wondeiiul  by  all  that  ever  saw  ihi?  p]hi:ei 
tod  I  helped  mvself  with  my  hands  ns  gsMnnuy  n<i  I 
could,  and  to  the  bottom  I  came.  Thurf?  I  lay  for 
half  a  moment;  but  the  thoughts  of  n  gaiiow^  is 
worth  all  the  salts  and  srent-botlles  in  thr  worlcL  for 
farinping  a  man  to  himself.  Up  I  sprung,  hke  a  four- 
year-auld  colt.  All  the  hills  wen*  spinning  nnmd 
with  me,  like  so  many  gn>at  big  hnmiiiin^-iopa.  But 
there  was  nae  lime  to  think  of  that  neithf-rj  mon> 
caperihily  aa  the  mist  bsd  risen  a  little  with  the  firing. 
X  coutfl  soe  the  vdlains,  like  sae  mony  craws  on  the 
fdgr  of  the  brae;  and  I  reckon  that  thoy  saw  nie; 
for  Si>me  of  the  loons  were  beginning  to  rmwl  duwn 
the  hill,  but  liker  auld  wives  in  ineir  ri^dduakf^ 
coming  frae  a  field-preaching;  than  such  a  S4>iip](;  lad 
as  I  wasL  Acconiingly,  they  soon  began  V}  stop 
and  load  their  pieces.  Good-e'en  to  you,  gcnilenien, 
Ikought  I,  if  that  is  to  be  the  gate  of  it.  It  you  have 
say  further  word  with  me,  you  maun  come  nn  hr  as 
Carriefraw-gauns.  And  so  off  I  set,  and  n»'Vcr  buck 
went  faster  ower  the  brnes  than  I  did;  nnil  1  niivf^r 
stoppfd  till  I  had  put  three  wnti  rs,  rcas«>nab1y  di^np, 
ta  the  season  was  rainy,  h:iir-ii -dozen  mountains, 
aad  a  few  thousand  scn-s  of  the  worst  mo«a  nT>d  ling 
in  Scotland,  betwixt  inc  and  my  friends  lUa  rvd- 

OMIS." 

"It  was  that  job  which  got  vou  the  name  of  Pate- 
in-PcriL"  foid  the  Provost,  filling  thn  ghisscs,  and 
wisiniing  with  gnat  emphasis,  while  his  gm«t^ 
mu-^h  animated  with  the  nt-olli.'ctions  which  \hn 
'ipkiit  eicited,  looked  nnind  with  an  air  fif  tTiuiiiph 
fjf  sympathy  and  apphms**.— "  lien;  is  to  yourgiKni 
i:<*alih ;  and  may  you  never  put  your  neck  in  mucIi  a 
t«iiirp  again."* 

"Humph!— I  do  not  know,"  answered  Summer- 
tnea.    *'  I  am  not  like  to  be  tempted  with  another 

*  Tlw  Mrape  of  a  jMrittiito  fratteman  wliil^  an  the  rosd  to 
OMhIp  to  Ukr  hi*  Inal  for  hi*  ■twir  iii  IIm  ntfkit  of  i;4S.  ti)'»k 
rtwr  m\  Fmrk^tnnr-brop.  in  the  ninfu'nr  manner  aiirriiMKl  in 
dit  Laird  of  Hummrrtrrc*  in  Uio  tent.  Ttie  author  ha*  m^\  In 
kMyiislh  tlM  cenileman  tn  wtuMn  the  advfntiirp  aniually  hap> 
SMWL  Tlie  4iauanoe  uf  time  make*  M>ine  iiidiiPfinctneM  (if 
MMikctMiii,  but  It  ia  tidiaved  ilm  nol  oaane  waa  Mac£w«n,  or 


opportunity*- Yet  who  knows  T  And  then  he  mad« 
a  dei'i)  pause. 

^  Mny  I  ask  what  became  of  your  friend,  sir  ?"  aaid 
Alnn  Kairfoni. 

''  Ah,  poor  Harry !"  said  Summertreea.  "  Til  tell 
ynu  what,  sir,  it  takes  time  to  make  up  one's  mind  to 
such  a  venture,  as  my  friend  the  Provost  calls  it; 
and  I  was  told  by  Neil  Maclean,— who  was  next  file 
to  us,  but  had  the  luck  to  escape  the  gullows  by  some 
slight-of-hand  trick  or  other,— that,  upon  my  breaking 
ofYi  poor  Harry  stood  like  one  motionless,  although 
all  our  brethn-n  in  captivity  made  as  much  tumult  as 
they  could,  to  distract  the  attention  of  the  soldiera. 
And  run  he  did  at  last;  but  he  did  not  knuw  the 
ground,  and  either  from  confusion,  or  because  he 
judge<I  the  descent  altogether  perpendicidar,  he  fled 
up  the  hill  to  the  left,  instead  of  coing  down  at  onc& 
and  so  was  easily  pursued  and  taken.  If  he  had 
followed  my  example^  he  would  have  found  enough 
among  the  shepheiids  to  hide  him,  and  feed  him,  aa 
they  Old  me,  on  bcarmeal  scones  and  braxy  routton,t 
till  i)etter  days  came  round  again." 

"  He  suflered  then  for  his  share  in  the  insurrec- 
tion 7"  said  Alan. 

'*  Vou  may  swear  that,"  said  Summertrees.  **  Hia 
blood  was  too  red  to  bo  spared  when  that  sort  of 
paint  was  in  request.  He  sufi*ered,  sir,  as  you  call  it— 
that  is,  he  was  murdered  in  cold  blood,  with  many  a 
pretty  fellow  besides.— Well,  we  may  have  our  day 
next— what  is  fristed  is  not  forgiven— they  think  us 

all  deod  ond  buried— but" Here  he  filled  hit 

glass,  and  muttering  some  indistinct  denunciation!, 
drank  it  ofii  and  assumed  his  \jsual  manner,  whit^ 
had  be(>n  a  little  disturbed  towards  the  end  of  the 
narrative. 

''  What  became  of  Mr.  Redgauntlet'a  child  T  said 
Fairford. 

*' Muter  Redgauntlet  1— He  was  Sir  Henry  Red- 
gnuntlet,  as  his  son,  if  the  child  now  lives,  will  be 
Sir  Arthur— I  calli>d  him  Huny  from  intimacy,  ana 
Redgauntlet;  ns  the  chief  of  his  name— His  proper 
style  was  Sir  Henry  Redgauntlet." 

^' His  son,  therefore,  is  dead?"  said  Alan  Fairford. 
"  It  is  a  niiy  so  brave  a  line  should  draw  to  a  close," 

"lie  has  left  a  brother,"  said  Summertrees,  "Ed- 
ward Hugh  Ri-dffauntlet.  who  has  now  the  represenU- 
tion  of  the  familv.  And  well  it  is;  for  though  he  be 
unfortunate  in  riiany  respects,  he  will  kei-p  up  the 
honour  of  the  house  betur  than  a  boy  hn-d  up  amongst 
thr-sr  hitter  W'higs,  the  rvlotions  of  his  elder  brother 
Sir  Henrv's  lady.  Then  they  are  on  no  good  terms 
with  the  "Redgauntlet  line— bitter  Whiga  they  are,  in 
every  sense.  It  was  a  runaway  match  betwixt  Sir 
Henry  and  his  lady.  Poor  thing,  they  would  not  allow 
her  to  see  him  when  in  confinement— they  had  even 
the  meanness  to  leave  him  without  pecuniary  asaiat- 
once ;  and  as  all  his  own  property  was  seized  upon 
ami  plnndered,  he  would  have  wonted  common  necea- 
snries,  but  for  the  attachment  of  a  fellow  who  waa  • 
famous  fiddUi— ttbhnd  man— I  have  seen  him  with 
Sir  Henry  myself,  both  beforejlhe  affair  broke  out  and 
while  it  was  going  on.  I  have  ht>ard  that  he  fiddled 
in  the  strt>iis  of  Carlisle^  and  carried  what  money 
he  got  to  hia  master,  while  he  was  confined  in  the 
(astle." 

"  I  do  not  believe  a  word  of  it,"  sakl  Mrs.  Croabie. 
kindling  with  indignation.  "A  Redgauntlet  would 
have  diid  twenty  times  before  he  had  touched  a  fid- 
dler's wages." 

"  Hout  fye—hout  fye— all  nonsense  and  pride,"  said 

the  Laird  of  SuinnM<rtrces.    "  Scornful  dogs  will  eat 

,  dirty  [niddings,  cousin  Crosbie— ye  little  Ken  what 

some  of  your  friends  were  obliged  to  do  yon  time  for  a 

•  An  old  ffentleman  of  tlie  author'*  naim  waa  eniraavd  in  tha 

aflhir  oi  1715.  and  with  nome  difltrultr  wan  »ved  fttm  tlie  cal- 

luw*.  by  tlie  inierrcMion  of  Ihe  DucIioh  of  Burrk'uch  and  Moa- 

niouth.    Her  (irace,  who  maintained  a  ipiod  deal  of  autlumtr 

ovif  her  clan,  jenl  ior  titc  object  «f  Iter  inlerrewioii.  and  warn- 

inc  hiin  of  ilie  rmk  which  iw  had  run.  and  the  trouble  »he  hail 

t.iken  i»n  hia  orctiunf,  wound  up  her  lecture  by  intimiitiBf ,  that 

in  (-(!•«  iif  wrh  divioyalty  asain.  he  waa  not  to  expert  Iiot  iais> 

■  m-t  in  hiM  fai-our.    "  An  it  pleaae  your  Grace,"  aaid  ilie  atoat 

I  old  Tory.  "  I  fear  I  am  too  old  to  «e<i  another  oi>portunity.*' 

;     1  Rraxv  Mrrroif.-The  fle«h  of  atisep  that  haa  died  of  dir 

I  eaie.  not  by  the  hand  of  Ihe  butcbtr.    In  paataral  cooatnss  * 

1  u  iiaed  Bi  food  with  liUto  a 
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■owp  of  brow,  or  a  bit  of  bannock.— O—d,  I  carried  a 
cutler's  wheel  f()r  &'veral  weelcH,  partly  for  iie^.tl^  and 
partly  for  diaguiat'— there  I  went  bizz— biiz— whizz — 
zizz,  at  evi'ry  aiild  wilc'a  door;  and  if  ever  you  want 
your  alienrs  aharpened,  Mra.  Crosbic,  I  am  the  lad  to 
do  il  for  you,  if  my  wheel  waa  but  in  onicr." 

"  You  muat  a^k  my  leave  first,"  aaid  the  Provoat  i 
*'for  1  have  betin  tola  you  had  8ome<}uccr  fashions  of 
Uking  a  kiaa  inatead  of  a  penny,  it  you  liked  your 
customer." 

"  Ck»mti,  come.  Provost,"  said  the  lady,  rising];,  "  if 
the  maut  ^ets  abune  the  meal  with  you.  it  is  time  for 
me  to  take  myself  away— And  you  will  come  to  my 
room,  gentlemen,  when  you  want  a  cup  of  tea." 

Alan  r^airfonl  was  not  sorry  for  the  lady's  departure. 
She  seemed  too  much  alive  to  the  honour  of  the  house 
of  Rcdgaunilet,  tliough  only  a  fourth  cousin,  not  to 
be  alarmed  hy  the  inquuies  which  he  prop«)Bed  to  make 
after  the  whereabout  of  its  preaent  head.  Stran|{c 
confused  su(«}icions  anise  in  his  mind,  from  his  im- 
perfect recollection  of  the  ule  of  Wandering  Willie^ 
and  the  idea  forced  itself  upon  him,  that  his  friend 
Darsie  Latimer  might  be  the  son  of  the  unfortunate 
Sir  Henry.  But  before  indulging  in  such  specula- 
tiona,  the  point  was,  to  discover  what  had  actually 
become  of  him.  If  he  were  in  the  hands  of  his  uncle, 
might  there  not  exist  some  rivalry  in  fortune,  or  rank, 
which  might  induce  ao  stern  a  man  aa  Redgauntlet  to 
uae  unfair  measures  towards  a  youth  whom  he  would 
find  himself  unable  to, mould  to  hia  purpose?  He 
considered  these  points  in  silence,  during  several  revo- 
lutions of  the  j^Iasaes  as  they  wheeled  in  galaxy  round 
the  bowl,  waiting  until  the  Provost,  agreeably  to  his 
own  proposal,  should  mention  the  aubject  for  which 
he  had  expressly  introduc«l  him  to  Mr.  Maxwell  of 
Summertroea. 

Apparently  the  Provoat  had  forgot  his  promise,  or 
at  leaat  was  in  no  great  haate  to  fulfil  it.  He  debated 
with  great  earnestness  upon  the  stamp  act,  which 
waa  then  impending  over  the  American  colonies,  and 
upon  other  politicaiaubjectaof  theday,  but  said  not  a 
word  of  Redgauntlet.  Alan  soon  saw  that  the  inves- 
tigation he  meditated  must  advance,  if  at  all,  on  his 
own  special  motion,  and  determined  to  proceed  ac- 
cordingly. 

Acting  upon  this  resolution,  he  took  the  first  oppor- 
tunity afibrdod  by  a  pauae  in  the  discussion  of  colonial 
politics,  to  sav,  "1  must  remind  you.  Provost  Crosbie, 
of  your  kind  promise  to  procure  some  intelligence 
upon  the  subject  I  am  ao  anxious  about" 

"  Gadao !"  said  the  Provost,  after  a  moment* a  hesi- 
tation, "it  is  very  true.— Mr.  Maxwell,  we  wish  to 
consult  you  on  a  piece  of  important  business.  You 
must  know— indeed  I  think  you  must  have  heard,  that 
the  fiahermen  at  Brokenbum,  and  higher  up  the  Sol- 
way,  have  made  a  raid  upon  Quaker  Geddea'a  stake- 
neta.  and  levelled  all  with  the  sands." 

"In  troth  I  heard  it,  Provost,  and  I  was  glad  to 
hear  the  acoundrels  had  so  much  pluck  left,  as  to  right 
themselves  against  a  fashion  which  would  make  the 
upper  heritors  a  aort  of  clocking-hens,  to  hatch  the 
fiah  that  folk  below  them  were  to  catch  and  eat." 

"Well  air,"  said  Alan,  "that  is  not  the  present 
point.  But  a  y;oung  friend  of  mine  waa  with  Mr. 
Goddea  at  the  time  this  violent  procedure  took  place, 
and  he  haa  not  since  been  heard  of.  Now,  our 
friend,  the  Provost,  thinks  that  you  may  be  able  to 
adviae^' 

Here  he  was  interrupted  by  the  Provost  and  Sum- 
merrrees  speaking  out,  both  at  once,  the  first  endes- 
Touring  to  disclaim  all  interest  in  the  question,  and  the 
last  to  evade  givinjj^  an  answer. 

"Me  think!"  said  the  Provost;  "I  never  thought 
twice  about  it,  Mr.  Fairford;  it  waa  neither  fisli,  nor 
flesh,  nor  salt  herring  of  mine." 

"And  I  able  to  adviae!"  said  Mr.  Maxwell  of 
Summortrces;  "what  the  devil  can  I  advise  you  to 
do,  excepting  to  send  the  bellman  through  the  town 
to  cry  jyour  lost  sheep,  as  they  do  spaniel  dogs  or  stray 
ponies  ?" 

"  With  your  pardon,"  said  Alan,  calmly,  but  reso- 
lutely, "  I  must  ask  a  more  serious  answer." 

"  Why,  Mr.  Advocate,"  answered  Suromertreea, 
'*  I  thought  it  was  your  buaLness  to  give  advke  to  the 


liegea,  and  not  to  take  it  from  poor  stupid 
gonthmen." 

"  If  not  exactly  advice,  it  is  sometimes  our  duty  lo 
ask  questions,  Mr.  Miixwdl." 

".Ay,  sir,  when  you  have  your  bag-wig  and  ynr 
gown  uii,  we  niiint  allow  you  the  usual  privilegs  of 
iMih  gown  and  petticuat,  to  ask  what  questiona  you 
please.  But  when  you  are  out  of  your  canonicals  the 
case  is  alientl.  Huw  oime  you,  sir,  to  auppose  that 
I  hove  anv  business  with  this  riotous  proceediafL 
or  should  know  more  than  you  do  what  happened 
there  7  The  question  proceeds  on  an  uncivil  suppa- 
silion."  I 

"  I  will  explain,"  said  Alan,  determined  to  giveXr. 
Maxwell  no  opportunity  of  breaking  ofl'thc  convena- 
tion.  "  You  aro  an  intimate  of  Mr.  RudgauntletHK 
is  accused  of  having  brt-n  engaged  in  this  affray,  mi 
of  having  placed  under  forcible  restraint  the  person  of 
my  friend,  Darsie  Latimer,  a  young  man  of  property 
and  consequLiicc,  whose  fate  I  am  here  for  the  expRsi 
piirpoac  of  investigating.  Thia  is  tho  plain  state  •( 
the  case;  and  all  parties  concerned, — your  friend, ii 
particular,— will  have  reason  to  he  thankful  for  the 
temperate  manner  in  which  it  is  my  purpose  to  eon- 
duct  the  matter,  if  I  am  treated  with  proportionals 
frank  neas." 

"  You  have  misunderstood  me,"  nid  Maxwell,  viik 
a  tone  changed  to  more  composure;  "I  told  yoal 
was  the  frittnd  of  the  late  Sir  Henry  Redgauntlet, 
who  was  executed,  in  174ff,  at  Hairibie,  near  Carliik. 
but  I  know  no  one  who  at  present  bears  the  name  ol 
Redgauntlet." 

"You  know  Mr.  Herriea  of  Birrenswork,"  aaid 
Alan,  smiling,  "  to  whom  the  name  of  Rodgaontkl 
belongs  7" 

Maxwell  darted  a  keen  reproachful  look  towardathi 
Provost,  but  instantly  smoothed  his  brow,  and  chaag" 
ed  his  tone  to  that  of  confkfence  and  candour. 

"  You  must  not  be  angry,  Mr.  Fairford,  that  tk 
poor  persecuted  nonjurors  are  a  little  upon  the  fn 
rive  when  auch  clever  young  men  as  you  are  maknv 
inquiries  after  us.  I  myself  now,  though  I  am  qiM 
out  of  the  scrape,  and  may  cock  my  hat  at  the  Craa 
as  I  best  like,  sunshine  or  moonshine,  have  been  frt 
so  much  accustomed  to  walk  with  the  lap  of  mv  doak 
cast  over  ray  face,  that,  faith,  if  a  redcoat  walk  arf- 
denly  up  to  me,  I  wish  lor  my  wheel  and  whet-stoH^ 
again  for  a  moment.  Now  Rrdgaunilci,  poor  fisllow, 
isfar  worse  off— he  is,  you  may  have  heard,  atill  under 
the  lash  of  the  law,— the  marK  of  the  beast  is  still  on 
his  forehead,  poor  gi-ntlenian,— and  that  makeiM 
cautious— very  cautious— which  I  am  sure  there  is  no 
occasion  to  be  towards  you^  as  no  one  of  your  appev- 
ance  and  manners  would  wish  to  trepan  a  gentlema 
under  misfortune." 

"On  the  contrary,  sir,"  said  Fairford,  "I  wiahn 
afford  Mr.  Rcdgauntlet's  friends  an  opportunity  to^Et 
him  out  of  the  scrape,  by  procuring  the  instant  liben- 
tion  of  my  friend  Darsie  Latimer.  I  will  engai^ 
that  if  he  has  sustained  no  greater  bodily  Eani 
than  a  short  confinement^  the  matter  may  bepamd 
over  quietly,  without  inquiry ;  but  to  attain  this  end, 
so  desirable  for  the  man  who  has  committed  a  grait 
and  recent  infraction  of  the  laws,  which  he  hndbefbio 
grievously  offended,  very  speedy  reparation  of  tbi 
wrong  must  be  rendered. ' 

Maxwell  seemed  lost  in  rufiection,  and  exchangeda 
glance  or  two,  not  of  the  most  comfortable  or  coa- 
gratulatory  kind,  with  his  host  the  Provost.  FaiiM 
rose  and  walked  about  the  room,  to  allow  them  ■■ 
opportunity  of  conversing  together ;,  for  he  was  ii 
hopes  that  the  impression  he  had  visibly  made  upon 
Summertrecs  was  likely  to  ripen  into  somethiiv 
favourable  to  his  purpose.  They  took  the  opportunity. 
and  engaged  in  whispers  to  each  other,  eageriy  anii 
reproacnfully  on  the  part  of  the  Laird,  while  the  Pro- 
vost  ans%vered  in  an  embarrassed  and  apologetieil 
tone.  Some  broken  words  of  the  conversation  reached 
Fairford,  whose  presence  they  seemed  tofosget^aa  he 
stood  at  the  bottom  of  the  room,  apparently  mmt 
upon  examining  the  figures  upon  a  fine  Indian  scrQea. 
a  present  to  the  Provost  from  his  brother,  captain  ol 
a  vessel  in  the  Company's  service.  What  he  owtg* 
beaid  made  it  evident  that  his  errand,  and  the  obJMi" 
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lacy  with  which  he  punned  it,  occaiioned  altercation 
ctween  the  whisperers. 
Maxwell  at  lenffth  let  out  the  wordp,  "A  eood 
Hght;  snd  so  send  him  home  with  his  tail  scr.ided, 
ike  a  doj^^  that  his  come  a  privateering  on  sirangt 

TRinifCS. 

The  Piv>vost*8  Definitive  was  strongly  internoscd— 
"Noi  ro  he  thought  of '—"making  bad  worse  —"  my 
lituation"— **  my  utility"—"  you  cannot  conceive  how 
obslinaie— just  like  his  father." 


most  flourishing  and  loyal  town  to  a^^oriale  with 
Redgauntlet ;  and  for  me,  it  would  bn  nwtcihir  a  socio. 
There  would  be  post  to  London,  with  the  tidinirs  that 
two  such  Jocobiti's  as  Redgsuntlet  and  I  had  hiet  on 
a  bracside— the  Hobeas  Corpus  would  be  suspended 
—fame  would  sound  a  charge  from  Carlisle  to  the 
Land 's-End— and  who  knows  but  the  very  wind  of 
the  rumour  might  blow  my  estate  from  between  my 
fingers,  and  my  body  over  Errickstane-brae  again? 
No,  no;  bide  a  gliff— I  will  go  into  the  Provost's 


They  then  whisoerm  more  closely,  and  at  l(?ngm  ^closet,  and  write  a  letter  to  Redgauntlct,  and  direct  you 
the  Provost  raised  nis  drooping  crest^  and  spoko  in  a    how  to  deliver  it." 


ueniiemen,  saia  i«ainoni. 
nun  any  risk  by  which  my  ob. 
Bfished ;  but  I  bind  it  on  your  coi 
Mr.  Maxwell,  as  a  man  of  honoi 


rfaeeriul  tone.  "Come,  sit  down  to  your  glaB&  Mr. 
Fairford :  we  have  laid  our  heads  thegither,  Ami  ^u 
ihall  SCO  it  will  not  be  our  fault  if  you  are  not  quite 
pleased,  and  Mr.  Darsie  Latimer  let  loose  to  lakc^  his 
udlfl  under  his  neck  again.  But  Summerlreefi  ihinkts 
it  will  require  you  to  put  yourself  into  some  bodily  ni^k, 
vbich  maybe  you  may  not  be  so  keen  of." 

"* Gentlemen,"  said  Fairford.  "I  will  not  certainly 

object  may  be  accom- 

T  consciences — on  yours^ 

__, f  honour  and  a  gentleman  : 

Hid  on  yours,  Provost,  as  a  magistrate  and  a  loyal 
HAject,  that  you  do  not  mislead  me  in  this  mat- 
ter.' 

"Nay,  as  for  me,"  saki  Summertrecs,  "I  will  tell 
you  the'  truth  at  once,  and  fairly  own  that  I  can  cer- 
tainly find  you  the  means  of  seeing  Redgountlct,  pooi 
■in ;  and  that  I  will  do,  if  you  reauire  it,  and  conjure 
him  also  to  treat  you  as  your  errand  requires ;  but  poor 
Bjtdgauntlet  is  much  changed— indeed,  to  say  truth, 
kii  temper  never  was  the  best  in  the  world ;  however, 
I  will  warrant  you  from  any  very  great  danger." 

**Iwill  warrant  myself  from  such."  said  Fairford, 
*bTcarr>nng  a  proper  force  with  me." 

,  Indm/  said  Summertrees,  "you  will  do  no  such 
thing;  for,  in  the  first  place,  do  you  think  that  we 
aill  deliver  up  the  poor  fellow  into  the  hands  of  the 
Philistinca,  when,  on  the  contrary,  my  only  reason 
ft  famishinfc  you  with  the  clew  I  am  to  put  into 
JMr  handiL  is  to  settle  the  matter  amicably  on  all 
lidesY  Ami  secondly,  his  intelligence  is  so  good,  that 
vm  ynii  coming  near  him  with  soldiers,  or  constables, 
« the  like,  I  shall  answer  for  it,  you  will  never  lay  salt 
n  hu  tail." 

Rurford  mnsed  for  a  moment.  He  considered, 
tiai  to  gain  sight  of  this  man,  and  knowledge  of  his 
fiend's  condition,  were  advantages  t9  be  purchased 
K every  personal  risk;  and  he  saw  plainly,  that  were 
ie  to  take  the  course  most  safe  for  himself,  and  call  in 
he  assistance  of  the  law.  it  was  clear  he  would  either 
•  deprived  of  the  intelligence  necessary  to  guide 
iiD,  or  that  Redgauntlet  would  be  appnzed  of  his 
inuBer,  and  might  probably  leave  the  country,  carry- 
Bg  nis  captive  along  with  him.  He  therefore  re- 
«afed,  "I  put  myself  on  your  honour,  Mr.  Maxwell; 
ad  I  will  go  alone  to  visit  your  friend.  I  have  little 
aabt  I  shall  find  him  amenable  to  reason ;  and  that 
riiall  receive  from  him  a  satisfactory  account  of  Mr. 


"I  have  little  doubt  that  you  will,"  said  Mr.  Max- 
■cU of  Summertrecs ;  "but  still  I  think  it  will  be 
lalyin  the  kmg  run,  and  afti'r  having  sustained  some 
jday  and  inconvenience.    My  warrandice  goes  no 

"I  will  take  it  as  It  ISO! ven,"  said  Alan  Fairford. 
'Bit  let  me  ask,  would  it  not  be  better,  since  you 
■■Iw  your  fripnd's  safety  so  highly,  and  surely  would 
loi  wiUingly  compromise  mine,  that  the  Provost  or 
M  should  CO  with  mt^  to  this  man,  if  ho  is  within 
lay  reasonable  distance,  and  try  to  make  him  hear 
luonr 

"Me!— I  will  not  go  my  foot's  length."  said  the 
novoat ;  "  and  that,  Mr.  Alan,  you  may  oc  well  as- 
•■ttiof^  Mr.  Redgauntlet  is  my  wife's  fburth  cousin, 
ikit  is  undcnnhlc;  but  were  he  the  last  of  her  kin 
■d  fame  lioth,  it  would  ill  befit  my  office  to  be  coin- 
Bning  with  r^beU." 

''Ay.  or  dnnkimc  with  nonjurors,"  said  Maxwell, 
Uiag  nis  glass.  '*  I  would  as  soon  expect  to  have 
ftN  Clftverhouse  at  a  field-pn-aching.  And  as  for 
■fielC  Mr.  Fairf<)rd,  I  cannot  go,  for  just  the  opposite 
MHO.    It  would  be  if{/ra  dig.  in  ma  Provost  of  this 


There  is  pen  and  ink  in  the  ofllice,"  sakl  the  Pro- 
vost, pointing  to  the  door  of  an  inner  apartment,  in 
which  he  had  his  walnut-tree  desk,  and  cast-country 
cabinet. 

"A  pen  that  can  write,  I  hope?"  sakl  the  ohl 
Laird. 

"It  can  write  and  spell  baith^— in  right  hands," 
answered  the  Provost  os  the  Laird  retired  and  shut 
the  door  behind  him. 


CHAPTER   XII. 

NABaATIVK  OF  ALAN  PAIBFOBD,  COMTIICUBD. 

The  room  was  no  sooner  deprived  of  Mr.  Maxwell 
of  SummtTtrees's  presence,  than  the  Provost  looked 
very  worily  above,  bencatn,  and  around  the  apart- 
ment, hitched  his  chair  towards  that  of  his  re- 
maining guest,  and  began  to  speak  in  a  whisper 
which  could  not  have  startled  "  the  smallest  moose 
that  creeps  on  floor." 

"Mr.  Fairford,"  said  he,  "you  are  a  good  lad;  and, 
what  is  more,  you  are  my  auld  friend  your  father's 
son.  Your  father  has  been  agent  for  this  burgh  for 
years,  and  has  a  good  deal  to  say  with  the  council ; 
so  there  have  been  a  sort  of  obligatkms  between  him 
and  me ;  it  may  have  been  now  on  this  side  and  now 
on  that ;  but  obligations  there  have  been.  I  am  but 
a  plain  man,  Mr.  Fairford ;  but  I  hope  you  understand 
me?" 

"I  believe  you  mean  me  well.  Provost;  and  I  am 
sure,"  renlkxl  Fairford,  "  you  con  never  better  show 
your  kindness  than  on  this  occasion." 

"  That's  it— that's  the  very  point  I  woukl  be  at, 
Mr.  Alan,"  nplicd  the  Provost;  "besides,  1  am,  as 
becomes  well  my  situation,  a  stanch  friend  to  Kirk 
and  King,  meaning  this  present  establishment  in 
chureh  and  state ;  and  so,  as  I  was  saying,  you  may 
command  my  best- advice." 

"I  hope  for  your  assistance  and  co-operatk}n  also," 
soid  the  youth. 

"Certainly,  certainly,"  said  the  wary  magistrate. 
"Well,  now,  you  see  one  may  love  the  Kirk,  and  yet 
not  ride  on  ine  rinnngof  it;  and  one  may  love  the 
King,  and  yet  not l)e  cramming  him  eternally  down 
the  throat  of  the  unhappy  folk  that  may  chance  to 
like  another  King  better.  I  have  friends  and  con- 
nexions among  them,  Mr.  Fairford.  as  your  father 
may  have  cli<*nts— they  are  flesh  and  blood  like  our- 
selves, these  poor  Jacobite  bodies— sons  of  Adam  and 
Eve,  after  alf;  and  therefore— I  hope  you  understand 
me  ?— I  am  a  plain-spoken  man." 

"I  am  afraid  1  do  7(9/  quite  understand  you,"  said 
Fairford  ;  "and  if  you  have  any  thing  to  say  to  me  in 
privrte,  mydear  Provost,  you  had  bitter  come  quickly 
out  with  it,  for  the  Laird  of  ^»ummertrces  niimt  finish 
his  letter  in  a  minute  or  two." 

"  Not  a  bit,  man— Pnte  is  a  lang-heoded  follow,  but 
his  pen  does  not  clear  the  paper  as  his  greyhound 
does  the  Tinwald-furs.  I  gave  him  a  wipe  about 
that,  if  you  noticed ;  1  can  say  any  thing  to  Palc-in- 
Peril— Indeed,  he  is  my  wife's  near  kinsman." 

"  But  your  advice,  Provost,''  saki  Alan,  who  per- 
ceived that,  like  a  shy  horK\  the  worthy  mngistratu 
nlways  started  ofl'  from  his  own  puiposo  just  when 
he  seemed  approaching  to  it. 

"  Wetrl,  you  shall  have  it  in  plain  terms,  for  I  am  a 
plain  man.— Ve  sec,  w«  will  suppose*  that  any  friend 
like  yoiiraelf  wf.re  in  the  deepest  hole  of  the  Nith, 
and  making  a  sprattic  for  your  life.  Now  you  see, 
mch  l>eing  the  case,  I  have  little  chance  of  helping 
you,  being  a  fat,  short- onued  man,  and  no  swinimc^ 
18» 
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and  wbat  would  be  the  use  of  oiy  jompinff  in  after 
vou7"— 

"  I  undeTBtand  vou,  I  think,"  said  Alan  Pairfotd> 
*' You  think  thut  Daraie  Latimer  ia  in  dangt;r  of  his 
life." 

"Me!— I  think  nothing  about  it,  Mr.  Alan;  but  if 
he  were,  as  I  trust  he  is  not,  he  is  nae  drap's  blood 
akin  to  you,  Mr.  Alan." 

"But  here  your  friend,  Summertreea,"  aakl  the 
young  lawver,  oHcra  me  a  letter  to  thia  Redgauntlet 
of  yours— What  aay  you  to  that  T' 

*^Mc!"  ejaculated  the  Provost,  **me,  Mr.  Alan  7  I 
aajr  neither  buff  nor  stye  to  it— But  ye  dinna  ken 
what  it  is  to  look  a  Redgauntlet  in  the  face;— better 
try  my  wife,  who  is  hut  a  fourth  cousin,  before  ye 
ircnture  on  the  Laird  himseL*— ju^^  sbv  something 
about  the  Revolution,  and  ace  what  a  look  she  can 
gie  you." 

"I  shall  leave  you  to  stand  all  the  shots  from  that 
battery,  Provost,'' replied  Pairford.  "  But  speak  out 
like  a  man— Do  you  think  Summertrees  means  fairly 
by  me?" 

"Fairly— he  is  just  coming— fairly  ?  I  am  a  plain 
man,  Mr.  Fairford— but  ye  said  Pairly  7" 

**I  do  so,"  replied  Alan,  "and  it  is  of  importance  to 
me  to  know,  and  to  you  to  tell  me  if  such  is  the  case; 
for  if  you  do  uot.  you  may  be  an  accomplice  to  mur- 
der before  the  fact,  and  that  under  circumstances 
which  may  bring  it  near  to  murder  under  trust" 

"Murder I— who  spoke  of  munler?"  said  the  Pro- 
vost ;  "  no  danger  of  that,  Mr.  Alan— only,  if  I  were 
you— to  speak  my  plain  mind"- Here  he  a^iproached 
hia  moutn  to  the  ear  of  the  young  lawyer,  and, 
after  another  acute  pang  of  travail,  was  safely  de- 
livered of  Ilia  advice  in  the  following  abrupt  words : 
—"Take  a  keek  into  Pate*s  letter  before  you  deli- 
ver It." 

Fairford  started,  looked  the  Provost  hard  in  the  face, 
and  was  silent;  while  Mr.  ('rosbie,  with  the  self-ap- 
probation of  one  who  has  at  length  brought  himself 
to  the  discharge  of  a  great  duly,  at  the  expense  of  a 
considerable  sacrifioe,  nodded  and  winked  to  Alan,  as 
if  enforcing  his  advice;  and  then  swallowing  a  large 
glaoa  of  punch,  concludtxl,  with  the  sigh  ot  a  man 
released  from  a  heavy  bunien,  "I  am  a  plain  man, 
Mr.  Fairford." 

"A  plain  man?"  said, Maxwell,  who  entered  the 
room  at  that  moment,  with  the  letter  in  his  hand,— 
**  Provost,  I  never  heard  vou  make  use  of  the  word, 
but  when  you  had  some  sly  turn  of  your  own  lo  work 
out." 

The  Provost  kwked  silly  enough,  and  the  Laird  of 
Summertrees  directed  a  keen  and  suspicious  glance 
upon  Alan  Fairford,  who  sustained  it  with  profea- 
aonal  intrepidity.— There  was  a  moment's  pause. 

"  I  was  trying,"  said  the  Provost,  "  to  dissuade  our 
young  friend  from  his  wildgoose  expedition." 

"And  I^"  said  Fairford,  "am  determined  to  go 
through  with  it.  Tnisting  myself  to  you,  Mr.  Max- 
well.! conceive  that  I  rely,  as  I  before  said,  on  the 
word  of  a  gentleman." 

,  "  I  will  warrant  you,"  said  Maxwell,  "  from  all  se- 
rious consequences— some  inconveniences  you  must 
look  to  siifl'er." 

"  To  these  I  shall  be  resigned  "  said  Fairford,  "  and 
stand  prepared  to  run  my  risk.'' 

"  Well  then,"  aaid  Summertreea,  "  you  must  go"— 

"I  will  leave  you  lo  yoiu-selves,  geniiemon."  said 
the  Provost,  rising;  "when  you  have  done  with  your 
crack,  yo>i  will  find  me  at  my  wife's  tea-table." 

"Ariu  a  more  accomplished  old  woman  never 
drank  cat-lap,"  said  Maxwell,  as  he  shut  the  door; 
"the  last  word  has  him.  speak  it  who  will— and  yet 
because  he  is  a  whilly-whaw  body,  and  has  a  plausi- 
ble tongue  of  his  own,  and  is  well  enough  connected, 
and  especially  because  no  body  could  ever  find  out 
whether  he  is  Whig  or  Tory,  this  is  the  third  time 
they  have  made  him  Provost !— But  to  the  matter  in 
hand  This  letter.  Mr.  Fairford,"  putting  a  sealed 
one  into  his  hancL     is  addressed,  you  observe,  to  Mr. 

H of  B y  and  contains  your  crcdentuils  for 

that  gentleman,  who  is  also  known  by  his  family 
naiDc  of  Redgauntlet,  but  less  frequently  addressed 
bfrj^  becauae  u  is  ineacioood  aomolhiog  iavidioualy 


in, a  certain  act  of  Parliafnent.  I  bsve  little  doubt  he 
will  assure  you  of  your  friend's  safety,  and  iii  a  sboit 
time  place  nim  at  freedom— that  ia,  supposing  hia 
under  present  restraint.  But  the  point  is,  to  diioofcr 
where  he  is— and,  before  yon  are  made  acqanaiol 
with  this  necessary  part  of  the  business,  you  bmni 
give  me  your  assurance  of  honour  that  you  wS 
acquaint  no  one,  either  by  word  or  letter,  with  tlie 
expedition  which  you  now  propoae  to  yourself" 

''How.  sir?"  answered  Alan;  "can  you  expect 
that  I  will  not  take  the  precaution  of  informing  aome 
person  of  the  route  I  am  about  to  take,  that  ui  am 
of  accident  it  may  be  known  where  I  am,  and  with 
what  purpose  I  have  gone  thither  T' 

"And  can  you  expect,"  answertd  Maxwell,  in  the 
same  tone,  "  that  I  am  to  place  my  friend's  safttf, 
not  merely  in  your  hands,  but  in  those  of  any  penoa 
you  may  choose  to  confide  in,  and  who  may  use  the 
knowledge  to  his  destruction  ?—Na—na—l  hite 
pledged  my  word  for  your  safety,  and  you  muitRiie 
me  youra  to  be  private  in  the  matter— giff-gafi—yn 
know." 

Alan  Fairford  could  not  help  thinking  that  thisob- 
ligation  to  secrecy  gave  a  new  and  sospicioua  ookiar> 
in^  to  the  whole  transaction ;  but  considering  thatbii 
fnend's  release  mi^ht  depend  upon  his  accepting  ik 
rondition,  he  gave  it  in  the  terms  proposed,  aod  with 
the  resolution  of  abiding  by  iL 

"And  now,  sir,"  he  aaid,  "  whither  am  I  topn- 
ceed  with  this  letter?  Is  Mr.  Herries  at  Brohsa- 
burn?" 

"  Ho  is  not :  I  Ao  not  think  he  will  oome  I 
again,  until  the  business  of  the  stake-nets  be  li 
III),  nor  would  I  advise  him  to  do  so — the  Quakiff^ 
with  all  their  demiirt^ncss,  can  bear  malice  as  long  u 
Other  folk;  and  though  I  have  not  the prudcooe d 
Mr.  Provost,  who  refuses  to  ken  where  his  frieodi 
are  concealeil  during  adversity,  lest,  pcrchaoea;  he 
should  be  asked  to  contribute  to  their  relief,  yet  I  do 
not  think  it  necessary  or  prudent  to  inquire  into  Bid- 
gauntlet's  wanderings,  poor  man,  but  wish  torenua 
at  perfect  freedom  to  answer,  if  asked  at,  ibat  I  hea 
nothins;  of  the  matter.  Vou  must,  then,  go  to  oU 
Tom  Trunibuil's,  at  Annan— Tam  Turnpenny,  h 
they  call  him,— and  he  is  sure  either  to  know  vhdi 
Redgauntlet  is  himsilC  or  to  find  some  one  who  CH 
give  a  shrewd  Kuess.  But  you  must  attend  that  old 
Turnpenny  will  answer  no  question  on  such  a  subjed 
without  you  give  him  the  pass- word,  which  at  |iR- 
scnt  you  inu<ft  do,  by  asking  him  the  age  of  the  nxwaj 
if  he  answers,  '  Not  light  enough  to  land  a  caigoi 
you  are  to  answer,  *  Then  plague  on  Aberdeen  Alms' 
nacks,'  and  upon  that  he  u  ill  hold  free  intercoom 
with  you.— Arid  now,  1  would  advise  you  to  b>ae  00 
time,  for  the  parole  is  often  chan{^— and  take  or 
of  yourself  among  these  moonlight  lad^  in  lavj 
and  lawyers  do  not  stand  very  high  in  their  favos. 

"1  will  set  out  this  instant,"  said  the  young  bi^ 
rister;  "I  will  but  bid  the  Provost  and  Mrs.  Croihi 
farewell,  and  then  get  on  horseback  ao  sooo  u  ihr 
hostler  of  the  George  Inn  can  saddle  him ;— as  fin 
the  smugglers,  I  am  neither  ganger  nor  suterriair. 
and,  like  the  man  who  met  the  devil,  if  ineyhiw 
nothinf;  to  say  to  me,  I  have  nothing  to  aay  l» 
them.'* 


Vou  are  a  mettled  youn:;  man,"  said 
trees,  evklendy  with  increasing  good-will,  en  obotfr- 
ing  an  alertness  and  contempt  of  danger,  which pff* 
haps  he  did  not  expect  from  Alan's  appearaiice  Mj 
profession,— "  a  very  mettled  young  leUuw  indeMj 

and  it  is  almost  a  pity" Here  he  sioiv" 

short. 

"What  is  a  pity?"  said  Fairford. 

"It  is  almost  a  pity  that  I  cannot  go  with  yoaiV 
self;  or  at  least  sejid  a  trusty  guidc.''^ 

They  walked  together  to  the  btdchambcr  of  .Sua 
Crosbie,  for  it  was  in  that  asylum  that  the  ladioBflf 
the  period  dispensed  their  tea,  when  the  parlour  «•* 
occu^^ied  by  the  punch-howl.  ^ 

"  >  ou  have  been  good  bairns  to-night,  gpntlemeB, 
said  Mrs.  Crosbie :  I  am  afraid,  Summcrtrtes,  IMC 
the  Provost  has  given  you  a  bad  browst ;  you  are  Ml 
used  to  auit  the  lee-side  of  the  punch-bowl  in  Micha 
hurry.    1  aay  nothing  to  yoii,Mr.  Faiifon^  far  yoaat 
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loo  younff  A.inan  yet  for  Rtotn  find  bicker;  but  I  hope  i 
riHi  wiU  not  tell  ihe  I'kiinburpfn  fine  folk  that  the  Pro- 1 
nmt  has  scrimped  you  of  your  cogie,  as  the  8an4< ! 
»ysr' 

1  am  much  oblif^  fijr  f he  ProvoHt's  kindnesp,  nM 
roars,  madnni,"  rcplit-d  Ahm ;   ''  but  the  truth  is,  r ' 
bsTc  arill  n  Ion;?  ride  hefun;  nie  this  evening,  and  ihv  i 
looncr  1  nni  on  hor8el>a<*k  the  ht'tler."  ' 

••This  evening?"  said  the  Provost,  anxiously;  "h^^d  . 
PM  not  l>etler  take  daylight  with  you  to-niorrovv . 
BBorning  ?*'  > 

"Mr.  Fairford  uill  ride  as  well  in  the  cool  of  the  ', 
^'enini;,"  said  Siininier trees,  taking  the  word  out  iti\ 
41an*s  mouth.  [ 

The  Provost  said  no  more,  nor  did  his  wife  ask  any  v 
luesiirms,  nor  toi<lil/  any  surprise  at  the  suddenm^^k  ^ 
>f  tiieir  guest^s  departure.  j 

Having  drank  te:i,  Alan  Fairford  took  leave  with 
lie  usual  ceremony.     The  Laird  of  SummertrtLa 
Mcmed  studious*  to  prevent  any  further  communi«  a- 1 
:ion  between  him  nnd  the  Provost  and  remairKd  ; 
oungins  on  the  landing-place  of  the  siair  whHe  thi y 
nade  their  adieus— heard  the  Provost  ask  if  Alan  p^>- 
)osrd  A  speedy  return,  and  the  latter  npiy,  that  bis ' 
ttay  was  uncertain,  and  witnessc^d  the  parting  shak' 
if  tni'  hand,  which,  with  a  pressure  more  warm  thnia 
nqjal,  and  a  tnmulous,  '*  God  bK-ss  and pros[>er  you  !"  ; 
Hr.  Crosbic  bcstowrxi  on  his  young  friend.    Mnxwrll 
;ven  strolled  with  Fairford  as  far  as  the  Crrorge^  nl- ' 
hough  refJKtmg  all  his  atu*mpts  at  further  inquiry  iii^'> 
be  affairs  of  Reiigauntlet,  and  nfi-rrinj;  him  to  Torn 
rhimbull,  ahas  IHirapcnny,  for  the  particulars  which  ; 
ic  miifht  find  it  neccpnary  to  inquire  into. 

At  length  Ainn*8  hack  was  produced;  an  animnl 
onff  in  neck,  and  high  in  bone,  accoutred  with  a  puir 
»f  saddle- bairs containing  the  riiier's  travelling  ward- 
obe.  Proudly  sumioiinting  bin  small  Btoi*k  of  ne<:i^- 
larics,  and  no  way  ashamed  of  a  mode  of  traveilici^ 
which  a  modem  Mr.  Silvertonguc  would  consider  ns 
he  last  of  dej;nidatk)ns,  Alan  Fairford  took  leavt:  of 
he  old  Jacobite,  Patc-in-Peril,  and  set  forward  on  tiic 
vad  to  the  royal  burgh  of  Annan.  His  reflections 
hiring  his  ride  wen?  none  of  the  most  pleasant.  Ji^ 
XMtld  not  disguise  from  himself  that  he  was  vcnluriNii 
rath'T  too  rashly  into  the  power  of  outlawiid  and 
despinito  pc^rsons;  for  with  such  only,  a  man  in  ihe 
Btuation  of  Redgnuntlet  could  be  supposed  to  nst^o- 
daitf.  There  wtro  other  grounds  for  apprehcmsior). 
Several  marks  of  intelligence  lietwixt  Mrs.  Crofcbj*- 
and  the  Laird  of  Sum iiierireeM  had  not  eseaped  .Alan's 
acute  obM^rvat ion ;  and  it  wabploin  that  the  Provof'i^? 
inclinations  towanls  him,  which  he  believed  to  be  Kin- 
pereand  good,  were  not  firm  enough  to  withstand  ilu^ 
influrnce  of  this  leagiie  between  ins  wife  nnd  friend. 
Tbe  Provoyi's  adieu^^,  like  Maeb(;t Vs  amen,  had  sturk 
in  his  throat,  and  seemed  to  intimate  that  he  appre- 
hended more  than  he  dare  give  utterance  to. 

Laying  all  lhes«  niatters  together.  Alan  thought, 
vith  no  little  anxiety,  on  the  celebrated  lines  of 
Shakespeare, 

—  "A  drop, 
That  IB  the  oc«tii  tcka  another  drop,**  fte. 

Ait  pertinacity  was  a  strong  feature  in  tbt^  roung 
liwyer's  character.  He  was,  and  always  (lod  betn, 
totally  unlike  the  "horse  hot  at  hand,"  who  riraa  be- 
foie  nnon  through  his  own  over  eager  exerririns  in  the 
bqpnning  of  the  day.  On  the  contrary,  his  firsi  uH^iTts 
Mfmed  fntiuently  madetiuatc  to  accomph^^fiing  hi^ 
paipo!«<',  whatevpr  that  for  the  time  might  bi.>;  nnd  it 
«IB  only  as  the  difHcnlticM  of  the  task  incrc>nsed,  that 
MB  mind  seemed  to  acquire  the  energy  necessary  I'i 
eombai  and  subdue  tlum.  If,  therefore,  he  wmi 
inxiously  forward  upon  his  uncertain  and  n^riloiist,^- 
|wdiiion,  the  reader  muf«t  acquit  him  of  nil  id(  a,  q\ku 
in  a  passing  tlumght  of  the  possibility  of  nbaiidonin;^ 
hit  search,  and  resigning  Darsie  Latimer  to  his  dc:? 
iky. 

A  conple  of  hours  riding  brou'Jit  him  lo  the  lluli 
town  of  Annan,  situafr<|  on  the  sbon's  of  the  Solwuy, 
Iwwern  eight  and  nine  o'c!>'k.  The  sun  had  j^i  t, 
iHrt  th»'  day  was  not  yet  mded;  and  whin  he  bitti 
•lixhtpil  and  se*n  hi?  Iiorsc  proj«rly  cared  for  at  the 

Kirii^al  inn  of  the  iilai'e,  he  wns  readily  din-cled  ^> 
.  MazwcU'a  friend,  old  Tom  Trumbull,  with  whoui 
P 


every  body  seemed  well  acquainted.  He  cndenroored 
to  fish  out  from  the  lad  that  actrd  as  a  guide,  some- 
thing of  this  man's  situation  and  profession ;  but  the 
gent' nil  exfjressions  of  "  a  very  decent  man"—**  a  very 
iionts!  body"— "  wecl  to  pass  in  the  world,"  and  sucii 
like,  were  all  that  could  lie  extracted  from  him ;  and 
while  Fnirford  was  foilowin*  no  the  investigation 
with  closer  interrogatories,  the  lad  put  an  end  to  them 
by  knocking  at  the  door  of"  Mr.  Trumbull,  whose  de- 
cent dwelling  was  a  little  distance  from  the  town,  and 
con.sidr  rably  nearer  to  tlie  sea.  It  was  one  of  a  little 
row  of  houses  running  down  to  the  wnter-side.  pnd 
having  gardens  and  oiner  accommodations  behind. 
There  was  heard  within  the  uplifting  of  a  Scottish 
psalm;  and  the  boy  saying,  "They  are  at  exereisi., 
sir,"  gave  intiiuntifm  they  might  not  Im3  admitted  till 
prnvers  were  over. 

When,  however,  Fairford  repeated  the  summons 
with  the  end  of  his  whip,  the  singing  e^>aHcd,  and  Mr. 
Trumbull  himself^  with  his  psalm-book  in  his  hand, 
kept  f>r)en  by  the  insertion  of  his  forefinger  between 
the  leaves,  came  to  demand  the  meaning  of  this  un- 
seasonable interruntran. 

Nothing  could  be  more  dilTercnt  than  his  whole 
appearance  seemed  to  be  from  the  confiiiant  of  a 
desperate  man,  and  the  associate  of  outlaws  in  their 
unlawful  enterprises.  He  was  a  tall,  thin,  bony  flgun-, 
with  white  hair  combed  straiithl  down  on  each  side 
of  his  face,  and  an  iron-gray  hue  of  coniplexion; 
where  the  lines  or  rather,  as  Qiiin  said  of  Macklin, 
the  eordase,  of  his  counteiiancx'  were  so  sternly  adapt- 
ed to  a  devotional  and  even  asretic  e.'^^reesion,  luat 
they  left  no  room  for  any  indication  of  reek  less  daring, 
or  sly  dissimulation.  In  short,  Trumbull  appeared  u 
(wrfect  specimt  n  of  the  Hfzid  okl  Covenanter,  who  said 
only  what  he  thouqht  light,  actwl  on  no  other  prin- 
ciple but  that  of  duty,  and,  if  he  commitii:d  errors, 
did  so  under  the  full  impression  that  he  was  serving 
GlhI  rattier  than  man. 

"Do  you  want  me  sir  7"  he  said  to  Fairford,  whow* 
s*uide  had  slunk  to  the  rear,  as  if  to  escaiM;  the  rebuke 
of  the  severe  old  man, — "  We  were  engaged,  and  it  u^ 
the  Saturday  nicht." 

Alan  Fairford's  preconceptions  were  so  much  de- 
ranged by  this  man's  appearance  and  manner  that  be 
stood  for  a  nionu  nt  lurwilderii-d,  and  would  as  soon 
have  thought  of  giving  a  cant  pass- word  to  a  cler- 
g\'ninn  dts^rending  from  the  iHil|)it,  as  to  the  respect- 
able fathiT  of  a  family  just  interrupted  in  his  prayers 
for  and  with  the  objeets  of  his  care,  Ha.««tily  conclu- 
ding Mr.  Maxwell  had  passixi  some  idle  jest  on  him, 
or  rather  that  he  had  mistakeik  the  person  to  whom 
he  was  direciui,  he  asked  if  he  spoke  to  Mr.  Trumbull. 

"To  Thomas  Tnimbull,"  ant«wered  the  old  man— 
"  What  may  be  your  business,  sir  7"  And  he  glanced 
his  eve  to  the  book  he  held  in  his  harid,  with  a  sigli 
like  that  of  a  saint  de&irrHis  of  dissolution. 

"Do  you  know  Mr.  Maxwell  of  Summcrtrecs?" 
said  Fairforcl. 

"  I  have  heard  of  such  a  gentleinan  in  the  country* 
side,  but  have  no  ac9iiaintanee  with  him,"  answercif 
Mr.  Tnimbull ;  "  he  is,  as  I  have  heard,  a  Papist ;  for 
the  whore  that  sitteth  on  the  seven  hills  ceaseth  not 
yet  to  m>ur  forth  the  cup  of  her  abomination  on  these 
parts.'' 

"  Vet  he  directed  me  hither,  my  good  friend,"  said 
Alan.  "  Is  there  another  of  your  name  in  this  town 
of  Annan  7" 

"  Ncme,"  replit^d  Mr.  Trumbull,  "  since  my  worthy 
father  was  removed ;  he  was  indeed  a  shining  light.— 
1  wish  you  good-even,  sir." 

"  Stay  one  single  instant  "  said  Fairford  ;  "  this  is 
n  matter  of  life  and  death.' 

"i\ol  more  than  the  casting  the  burden  of  our  sins 
where  they  should  be  laid."  said  Thomas  Trumbull, 
about  to  shut  the  <!oor  in  liie  inquirer  s  face. 

"  Do  you  know,"  said  Alan  Fairford,  ''the  Laird  of 
Red«aimlhl7"  ^      ^  , 

"  Now  Heaven  defend  me  from  treason  and  rebel- 
lion !"  ( xciaimcxi  TrumbnJl.  "  Young  gi>ntleman,  yoi 
are  importunate.  I  live  here  among  my  own  i^eople. 
'  and  do  not  coitsiort  with  Jacobites  and  mass-inon- 

TS." 

Ho  seemed  about  to  abut  the  door,  but  did  nW 
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that  it,  a  cinninfistance  which  did  not  Mcape  Alans 

"Mr.  Rc*dcauntlrt  in  flomotimf»»,"  he  wiid,  "call«i 
Herricfi  <»f  Bim*n««work ;  p<rf»npa  you  may  know  him 
undor  that  name." 

"Friend,  you  are  uncivil,"  anRwcrrJMr.TnimbMl!; 
"  honest  m«>n  have  e>Mii^h  to  do  to  kcc|)  one  name 
undefiled.  I  ken  nothiii!;  nbout  (hove  who  have  two. 
Ciood-even  to  yon,  fnen<l." 

He  wad  now  about  to  slam  the  door  in  his  Tisitrr  s 
face  without  further  reremony,  when  AInn,  who  had 
obfierved  Fymptomsi  that  the  name  of  Redgauntlet . 
did  not  seem  alioprether  so  indifferent  io  him  as  he  j 
pretende<l,  arretted  hin  puruose  by  fiayinK,  in  a  low 
roiee^  "  At  least  you  can  tell  mr  what  a}<e  the  moon 
is?" 

The  Old  mnn  started,  a^  if  from  a  trance,  and,  before 
answering,  furvryed  tlie  querist  with  a  k(i;n  iienetra- 
tiuR  glance,  whitrh  seemed  to  say,  "  Are  you  really  in 
possession  of  this  ki*v  to  my  confidence,  or  do  you 
apeak  from  mere  accident  ?" 

To  this  krf^n  look  of  scrutiny,  Fairford  replied  by  a 
smile  of  intelligr:n<e. 

The  iron  imi.s(le<)  of  the  old  man's  face  did  not, 
howevtT,  relax,  an  he  droupnd,  in  a  careleM  manner, 
the  countersign,  "  Not  lit^irt  enous;h  to  land  a  cargo.' 

"  Then  plague  of  all  AU^rdwn  Almannrks  !*' 

"And  plague  of  all  fools  that  waste  time,"  said 
Thomas  Trumbull.  "C'ould  you  not  have  said  as 
much  at  first  ?— And  standing  wasting  lime,  and  en- 
couraging lookers-on,  in  the  open  street  too  ?  Come 
in  l)y— in  by." 

He  drew  his  visiter  into  the  dark  entrance^  of  the 
house,  and  shut  the  door  cnrefullv;  then  putting  his 
head  mto  an  apartment  which  the  murmurs  within 
announced  to  be  filled  with  the  familv,  he  said  aloud, 
"A  work  of  necessity  and  mercy — Malarhi,  take  the 
book— you  will  sing  six  double  verses  of  the  hundred 
and  nineteen— and  you  may  lecture  out  of  the  Lament- 
ations. And,  Malachi,"— this  he  said  in  an  urnler 
tone,— "see  you  give  thcin  a  screed  of  doctrine  that 
will  last  them  till  1  come  back ;  or  else  these  incon- 
siderate lads  will  be  out  of  the  house,  and  away  to  the 
publics,  wasting  their  pn-cious  time,  and,  it  rnoy  be, 
putting  themselves  in  the  way  of  missing  the  morn- 
ing tide." 

An  articulate  answer  from  within  inrimated  Mala- 
chi's  acquiescence  iti  the  commands  itnno.«!cd  ;  and 
Mr.  Tnunbiill,  shnitinc  the  door,  muttered  somethin? 
about  fast  bind,  fast  nnd.  turned  the  key,  and  put  it 
into  his  j)ocket ;  and  then  bidding  his  visiter  have  a 
care  of  his  8tep.s,  and  make  no  noise,  ho  led  him 
through  the  house,  and  out  at  a  back-door,  into  a  little 
garden.  Here  a  plaititl  alley  conducted  them,  with- 
out the  possibility  of  ih(>ir  being  seen  by  any  neigh- 
bour, to  a  door  in  t)iegatilen-wall,  which  being  opened, 
proved  U)  be  a  privait^  entrance  into  a  three-stalled 
stable ;  in  one  of  whi<!h  wati  a  horse,  that  whinnied 
on  their  entrance.  "  Husli,  hush !"  cned  the  old  man, 
and  piyscntly  8c?rond«d  his  exhortations  to  silence  hy 
throwing  a  handful  of  corn  into  ttie  manger,  and  the 
horse  soon  convert'tj  his  acknowlodgerncnt  of  their 
presence  into  the  usual  siiund  of  munching  and  grind- 
ing his  provender. 

As  the  light  was  now  failing  fast,  the  old  man,  with 
much  more  alertness  ihan  might  have  bcon  expedited 
from  the  rigidity  of  his  fi;j:un',  closet!  the  window- 
shutters  in  an  instant,  produced  phosphonis  and 
matches,  and  lighted  a  stable-lantern,  which  he 
placed  on  the  c-.irn  bin,  and  then  addreasefl  Fairford. 

We  are  private  here,  young  man ;  and  as  some  time 
has  been  wasted  already,  you  will  Im>  so  kind  as  u> 
tell  mo  what  is  your  trrand.  Is  it  about  the  way  of 
business,  or  the  other  job  ?" 

"  My  business  with  you,  Mr.  Trumbull,  is  to  re- 

Siuest  you  will  find  me  the  means  of  delivering  this 
titer,  from  Mr.  Maxwell  of  Summertrces  to  the  Laird 
of  Redgauntlet." 

'Humph— fashions  job!— Pnte  Maxwell  will  still 
•KJ  the  auld  man— always  Pate-in-Peril— Craig-in- 
Pcril.  for  what  1  know.  Let  me  see  the  letter  from 
him." 

He  examined  it  with  much  care,  turning  it  up  and 
down,  and  looking  at  the  seal  very  attentively.     Alfa 


right,  I  sf>e;  it  has  the  privait«  mark  for  haste  md 
sr>eed.  I  b!i>ss  my  MiikcT  that  I  am  no  great  man.  cir 
gnMt  man's  fi>tlow ;  and  so  I  think  no  more  c^  theaa 
pas:>agcs  tiian  just  to  help  them  forward  in  the  wajr 
of  business.  ^  uu  are  an  utter  stranger  in  theae  partii 
I  warrant  ?" 

Fairfonl  answered  in  the  affirmative. 

"Ay- -I  never  saw  them  make  a  wiser  eboioe— 
I  must  call  Home  om;  to  direct  you  what  to  do— 
.Stay,  w(.-  must  go  to  him,  I  believe.  Vou  are  wdf 
r('rointnendi>d  to  me,  friend,  and  doubtless  trusty; 
otjierwiw*  you  may  see  more  than  I  wquU  liketu 
show,  or  am  in  the  use  of  showing  in  the  commoD 
lini'  of  busirii'ss." 

Saying  this,  he  placed  his  lantern  on  (he  ground, 
beside  the  r>ost  of  one  of  the  empty  stalls,  drew  iipi 
small  .sitring-btilt  which  secured  it  to  the  floor,  and 
then  I'orcing  the  post  To  one  side,  discovered  a  small 
trap-door.  ^'  F^)llow  me,"  he  said,  and  dived  into  the 
subt'^rranean  descent  to  which  this  secret  aperture 
gave  access. 

Fairford  plunged  aAer  him,  not  without  apprehen- 
sions of  more  kinds  than  one,  but  still  resolved  to 
proset;ute  the  adventure. 

The  descent,  which  was  not  above  six  fcct,  led  to 
a  very  narrow  passage,  which  seemed  to  have  been 
constructed  for  the  precise  purpose  of  excluding 
emy  one  who  chanw.-d  (o  bt;  an  inch  more  in  girth 
than  was  his  conductor.  A  small  vaulted  room,  of 
alnxit  eight  feet  stjuare,  received  them  at  tbeendof 
this  lnni>.  Hert;  Mr.  Trumbull  left  Fairford  alone,  and 
returned  for  a  instant,  as  lie  said,  to  shut  his  concealed 
trap-door. 

Fairfonl  liked  not  his  departure,  as  it  left  him  in 
utter  darkness ;  besides  that  his  breathing  was  much 
afflicted  by  a  strong  and  stifiing  smdl  of  spirits,  and 
other  artich's  of  a  savour  more  powerful  than  agreea- 
ble to  ilie  lungs.  He  was  very  glad,  thcrxiforv,  when 
he  heanl  the  retuminjK  steps  of  Mr.  Tnimbiill.  wImh 
when  once  more  by  his  side,  opened  a  atrurig  ihoagh 
narrow  do<)r  in  the  wall,  and  convr^yed  Fairford  into 
an  immense  magazine  of  spirit-casks,  and  other  arti- 
cles of  contraband  trade. 

There  was  a  small  light  at  the  end  of  this  range  of 
well-stocketi  subterranean  vaults,  which,  upon  a  knr 
whistle,  began  to  flicker  and  move  towards  them.  An 
imdeHned  figure,  holding  a  dark  lantern,  with  the 
light  averted,  uppmached  them,  whom  Mr.  Trumboll 
thus  addft^jwed  :— "  Why  were  you  not  at  wonhi|K 
Job ;  and  this  Saturday  at  e'en  T' 

"Swanston  was  loadinc  the  Jenny,  ab;  and  1 
stay(*d  to  serve  out  the  article." 

Tnie— a  work  of  necessity,  and  in  the  wav  of  bon- 
ness.    Docs  the  Jumping  Jenny  sail  this  tkieT' 

"Ay,  ay,  air;  she  sails  for"— ^— 

"I  did  not  ask  vou  sphere  she  sailed  for,  Job^ 
said  the  old  gentleman,  interrupting  hun.  *  i 
thank  my  Maker,  I  know  nothing  of  their  inootn- 
ings  or  outgoings.  I  sell  my  article  fairly  and  in 
the  ordinary  way  of  business;  and  I  wash  my  handi 
of  every  thing  else.  But  what  I  wiahed  to  know 
is,  whether  the  gentleman  called  the  Laird  of  the 
Solway  Lakes  is  on  the  other  side  of  the  Border 
even  now  ?" 

"Ay,  nv,"  said  Job.  "the  Laird  is  something  in 
mv  own  line,  you  know— a  little  contraband  or  so. 
Tnere  is  a  statute  for  him— But  no  matter;  ha  uiok 
the  sands  after  the  splore  at  the  Quaker's  fish-tra|)9 
yonder ;  for  he  has  a  li-al  heart  the  Laird,  and  tf 
always  true  to  the  country-side.  But  avast— is  all 
snug  here?" 

So  sayiuij,  he  suddenly  turned  on  Alan  Fairford  the 
li^lit  sine  oi  ihelantern  ne  carrial,  who,  by  the  tran- 
sient /arleain  which  it  threw  in  passing  on  the  man  who 
bore  it,  saw  a  huge  figure,  upwards  of  six  feet  h»h, 
with  a  rough  hairy  cap  on  his  head,  and  a  set  of  fea- 
tures corresponding  to  his  bulky  frame.  He  thought 
also  he  observed  pistols  at  his  belt. 

"I  will  answer  for  this  gentleman,"  said  Mr. 
Trumbull ;  "  he  must  be  brought  to  speech  of  the 
Laird." 

"That  will  be  kittle  stcenng,"  said  the  subortlinate 
personage;  "for  I  understood  that  the  Laird  and  hii 
folk  were  no  sooner  on  the  other  aide  than  the  itnid 
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uk«  were  on  them,  and  Bomo  mounted  lobsters ! 
im  Carlisle;  and  so  they  wereobli^txl  \o  {iplit  and 
uander.  Thore  are  nvw  hrooma  out  to  Bwccp  the 
aniry  of  ihiMii  they  say;  for  the  brush  was  a  hard 
le  ;  and  they  say  there  was  a  lad  drt)wnt'd ;— he  was 
It  one  of  the  Laird's  gang,  so  there  was  the  less 
■tier." 

**  Peace !  prithee,  peaces  Job  Rulledge,"  said  honest, 
jrific  Mr.  Tniiubull.  *^I  wich  thou  conldst  rcmcm- 
r.  man,  that  I  desire  to  know  nothing  of  vour  roars 
a  aplore^,  your  brooms  and  bninhrs.  I  dweil  here 
long  my  own  people;  and  I  sell  my  commodity  to 
m  who  ix>mes  in  the  way  of  business ;  and  su  wash 
/  hands  of  all  consequences,  as  becomes  a  quiei 
bject  and  an  honest  man.  I  never  take  payment, 
ire  in  ready  money." 

*Ay,  ay,  muttered  he  with  the  lantern,  "your 
iranip,  Mr.  Trumbull,  tinderstands  that  in  the  way 
bminess." 

*  Welt,  I  hope  you  will  one  day  know,  Job,"  an- 
■ered  Mr.  Trumbull,— "  the  comfurt  of  a  oon- 
«nc(*  void  of  oAonce,  and  that  fears  neither  gauger 
r  collector,  neither  eicise  nor  customs.  The  buE>i- 
M  ifl  to  pass  this  gentleman  to  Cumberland  upon 
meat  busme^s,  ana  to  procure  him  speech  with  the 
ird  of  the  Solwav  Lalces— I  suppose  that  can  l>e 
lie?  Now  I  think  Nanty  Kwart,  if  he  sails  with 
9  briff  this  morning  tide,  is  the  man  to  set  him  for- 
ird/ 

"  Ay,  ay,  truly  is  he,"  said  Job ;  "  nerer  man  knew 
e  bordei^  dale  and  fell,  pasture  and  ulouKhland,  bet- 
'than  Nanty;  and  he  can  alwavs  bring  him  to  the 
lird,  too,  if  you  are  sure  the  gcntfeinnn's  right.  But 
Jeeq  that*»  tiis  own  look-out ;  for  were  he  the  best 
an  in  Scotland,  and  the  cbainnan  of  thed— tl  Boani 
boot,  aiid  had  fifty  men  at  his  back,  he  were  as 
ell  not  visit  the  Laird  for  any  thing  but  good.  As 
r  Nanty,  he  is  word  and  bhiw,  a  d— <1  deal  fiercer 
an  Chnstie  Nixon  that  thev-  ktxp  such  a  din  about. 

have  seen  them  both  tried,  by ." 

Fairford  now  found  himself  called  upon  to  sav 
meching ;  vet  his  feelings,  upon  finding  himself 
OS  ooniplotcly  in  the  power  of  a  canting  n>T>ocrite, 
id  of  his  retainer,  who  had  so  much  the  air  of  a 
iirrmmod  niffinn,  joined  to  the  strong  and  abomi- 
lUe  fiime  which  tney  snuffed  up  with  indifference, 
Ue  it  almost  deprived  him  of  respiration,  cnnibinea 
I  render  utttTancc  difficult.  He  stated,  however, 
lit  be  had  no  evil  intentions  towards  the  Lainl,  as 
ley  called  him,  hut  was  only  the  beamr  of  a  letKT  to 
im  on  particular  busineaa,  from  Mr.  Maxwell  of 
mnmertreeit. 

"Ay,  ay,"  said  Job,  "  that  may  be  well  enough ; 
nd  if  Mr.  Trumbull  is  sativfiea  that  the  scrive  is 
gfal,  why,  we  will  give  you  a  cast  in  the  Jumping 
nny  this  tide,  and  Nanty  Kwart  will  nut  you  on  a 
ly  of  finding  the  Laird,  I  warrant  you. 
Mmay  for  the  present  return,  Ipn^sume,  to  the  inn 
•hoe  I  have  left  my  horse  ?"  said  Fairford. 
"With  pardon,"  r(.*plied  Mr.  Trumbull,  "you  have 
n  ower  far  ben  with  us  for  that ;  but  Job  will  take 
nto  a  plnr<>  where  you  may  tUvp  rougti  till  he  calU 
«.  I  will  bring  yuu  what  little  baggage  you  can 
Md— for  those  who  go  on  such  errnnds  must  not  be 
liaty.  I  will  myself  see  after  your  horse,  for  a  ini-r- 
ibl  man  i^  merciful  to  his  benst— a  matter  too  often 
fuiten  in  our  way  of  businer^H." 

*  Why,  Master  Trumbull,"  replied  Jol»,  "  you  know 
M  when  we  are  chastKl,  it's  no  time  to  shorten  sail, 

ad  M  the  boys  do  ride  whip  and  spur" He  8toi»i»ed 

I  his  speech,  ob.«vrving  the  old  man  had  vnnished 
iiough  the  door  by  which  he  had  entered— "That's 
Iwara  the  wny  with  old  Turnpenny,"  he  said  to  j 
^imrd;  "he  (*an-H  for  nothing  nf  ihe  trade  but  the  > 
toSt— now,  d-iiie,  if  I  don't  think  the  fun  of  it  is 
«ter  worth  while.  But  come  alonfr,  my  fine  chap ; 
mast  stow  you  away  in  safety  until  it  is  time  to  go 
boanL" 


CHAPTER  XIIL 

VAaaATlVE  OF  ALAN  FAIRFORD,   CONTINrBP. 

.PAiiroRD  followed  his  gruff  guido  among  a  laby- 
Doth  of  bands  and  puncheona,  on  which  he  bad 


more  than  once  like  to  have  broken  hia  nose,  and 
from  lhenci>  into  what,  by  the  glimpse  of  the  passing 
lantern  ution  a  desk  and  writing  nifiierials,  Si'cmcd  to 
be  a  small  oflicc  for  the  despatch  of  business.  Here 
therrf  appeared  mi  exit;  but  the  smui^gl.^r,  or  smug- 

filer's  allv,  availing  hiiiist^lf  of  a  ladder,  seven  feet 
rom  the  gniund,  and  Fairfoni,  still  following  Job, 
was  involved  in  another  turtuous  and  dark  pasnage, 
which  involunlardy  n'lninded  him  of  Peter  Peeolea's 
lawsuit.  At  ihe  end  of  this  labyrinth,  when  lie  ha<l 
little  guess  where  he  had  Uvn  conducted,  and  was, 
according  to  the  French  phrase,  totally  dttorienU^ 
Job  sudoenlv  set  down  the  lantern,  and  availing  him 
self  of  the  flame  to  light  two  uandles  which  stood  on 
the  table,  asked  if  Alan  would  choose  anv  thing  to 
eat,  recommending,  at  all  events,  a  slugof  brand/,  to 
keep  out  the  niglit  air.  Fairford  declined  both,  but 
inquired  afier  hiH  baggage. 

"  The  old  master  will  take  care  of  that  himself," 
said  Job  Rulledge ;  and  drawing  back  in  the  direc- 
tion in  which  he  hod  entered,  he  vanished  from  the 
further  end  of  the  apartment,  by  a  moiie  which  the 
candles,  still  shedding  an  imperlect  light,  gave  Alan 
no  means  of  aft(.Trtaining.  Thus  the  adventurous 
young  lawyer  was  left  alone  in  the  apartment  to 
which  ho  had  been  conducted  by  so  singular  a  pas- 
sage. 

In  this  condition,  it  was  Alan's  first  employment  to 
survey,  with  some  accuracy,  the  place  where  he  was: 
and  accordinsly,  having  trimmedf  the  lijjthts,  he  walked 
slowly  round  the  apartment,  examining  its  appear- 
ance and  dimensions.  It  seemed  to  be  such  a  small 
dining-parluur  as  is  usually  found  in  the  house  of  the 
better  class  uf  artisans,  shopkeepiTS,  and  such  per- 
sona, having  a  rtf^esa  at  the  upper  end,  and  the  uaual 
furniture  of  an  ordinary  description.  He  ffiund  a 
door,  which  he  endeavoured  to  open,  but  it  was  locked 
on  the  outside.  A  corresponding  door  on  the  same 
side  of  the  apanment  admitted  him  into  a  cloaet, 
upon  the  front  shelves  of  which  were  punch-bowls, 
glasses,  tea-cups,  and  the  like,  while  on  one  side  was 
nung  a  horseman's  great-coat  of  the  coarsest  mate- 
rials, with  two  great  liorse-pistols  peeping  out  of  the 
pocket,  and  on  the  floor  stood  a  pair  of  well-spattered 
jack-boots,  the  usual  equipment  of  the  lune,  at  least 
for  long  journeys. 

Not  greatly  liking  the  contents  of  the  cloaet,  Alan 
Fairford  shut  the  door,  and  resumed  his  scrutiny 
round  the  walls  of  the  apartment,  in  order  to  disco- 
ver the  mode  of  Job  Rutleilgc's  retreat.  The  secret 
passage  wa.^  however,  too  artificially  concealed,  and 
the  vouiig  lawyer  had  nothinp;  l»etter  to  do  than  to 
meditate  on  ihe  singularitv  of  nis  present  situation. 
He  had  long  known  that  ihe  excise  laws  iiad  occa- 
sioni>d  an  active  contraband  trade  betwixt  Scotland 
and  England,  which  then,  as  now,  existed,  and  will 
continue  to  exirt,  until  the  utter  abolition  of  the 
wrctchrtj  system  whirh  establishes  an  inequality  of 
duties  betwixt  the  diffen-nt  parts  of  the  same  king- 
dom ;  a  system,  l>e  it  said  in  passing,  mightily  resem- 
bling the  condiM-t  of  a  pugilist,  who  »hould  tie  up  one 
arm  that  he  might  fight  the  b<»tier  with  the  other. 
But  Fairford  was  unpreporwi  for  the  expensive  and 
ngular  establiKhments  by  which  the  illicit  traffic  was 
carried  on,  and  could  not  have  ctmceivrd  thot  the  ca- 
pital employiil  in  it  should  have  been  adi(|iiatc  to  the 
erection  of  these  extensive  buildings,  wiih  all  their 
conirivances  for  secrecy  of  communication.  He  was 
musing  on  tliest*  cireuinslan<»es,  not  wilboiit  some 
anxiety  for  the  prognss  of  his  own  journey,  when 
suddimly.  as  lie  lifted  his  wes,  he  discovcrnl  old  Mr. 
Tnimbull  at  the  iipinr  end  of  the  apartment,  bt-aring 
in  one  hand  a  small  bundle,  in  the  other  hisdark  lan- 
tern, the  liirht  of  which,  as  he  advanced,  he  directed 
full  njHm  Fairi'ord's  countenance. 

Though  such  an  ai»parition  was  exactly  what  be 
expected,  yet  he  did  not  see  the  grim,  stem  old  man 
pn*«cni  himself  thus  suddenlv  without  emotion  ;  espe- 
cially when  he  re<-ollei'ittl,  what  to  a  youth  of  his 
pious  educatitin  was  peculiarly  shocking,  that  the 
grizzhtl  hyjwrile  was  pTi»bobiy  that  instant  ariaen 
from  his  kness  to  Heaven,  for  the  purpose  of  engaging 
in  the  mysterious  transactions  of  a  desperate  and  iUe> 
sal  trade. 


REDOAUXTLET. 


[Chak  XOL 


Th<*nH  mnn  .ircuntnTnrd  to  iudgo  with  londy  dhnrp- 
ncs-'  of  ihe  p!iy.-«i:i'/mimy  of  thosi'  witii  vvhoin  ho  h:id 
biiMiiess.  diii  111)1  fiiil  to  riMiinrk  HtjiiKthin;;  tik«;  agita- 
tion in  FiiirfonrB  diMnoanoiir.  "Have  yo  tnkun  the 
rue  ?"  Mid  l.'».  "  Will  ye  trikc  the  ahi-af  from  the 
mnrr,  nnd  ^\ve  up  flu*  vi^nturu  ?" 

"\i'v«r!''  saiil  Fairford,  t\nn\v,  wthnulated  at  once 
hy  hifl  nn'i;ir:d  siiiril.  ami  the  reoolli'ctum  of  his  friend ; 
"  ncviT,  whilo  I  iiave  life  and  sircnijth  to  follow  it 
our !" 

"I  have  hrouRht  you,"  said  Trumbull,  "a  clean 
Khirt  iiMd  somo  sror.'kin:^  which  is  nil  the  hafinH'^oi 
you  can  roiiveniontly  i':irry,  and  I  will  cauae  one  of 
thu  lad#  l4>nd  you  a  hon4</nian' ^  coat,  for  it  is  ill  ^aii' 
m'A  or  ri'lin:^  witiioiit  one;  and,  touching  your  valiae, 
it  will  l>'.!  tx4  «afv  in  niv  poor  hou.-u.*.  wcrt'  it  full  of 
the  ^'o!d  ot  Ophir,  as  ii"  it  wore  in  the  depth  of  the 
mine." 

"  I  have  no  doiiht  of  it,"  aaid  Fairford. 

"Ami  n>w,"  snid  Trnnihull,  a^in,  "I  pray  yon  to 
tell  Tn^  by  what  nnmeLnin  to  name  you  to  iVanty 
[whiclj  is  Antony]  Rwart .»" 

"By  the  naniu  of  Alan  Fairfoid,'^  answered  the 
youn;^  lawyor. 

"  But  that,"  Mid  Mr.  Truinbull,  in  reply,  "is  your 
owu  proper  name  nnd  Huninme." 

"And  what  oili.r  should  I  give?"  said  the  younff 
man ;  "  do  you  think  I  havn  any  oecnsion  for  an  aliaa? 
And,  besides,  Mr.  TnnnbuU,"  addotl  Alan,  thinking  a 
little  rnilli>ry  miuht  intimate  confidenct;  of  spirit,  "you 
bles-sod  y<xir.<«elC  hut  a  little  whdc  «ince,  that  you  nad 
no  aeqnaintance  with  thoi^o  who  defiled  their  names 
ao  fir  38  to  be  obligrxi  to  ehan;^  them." 

"Tru^  very  true,"  siiid  Mr.  'IVumbull;  "  neverlhe- 
le«^  yoimg  man,  my  grav  hairs  srand  unrcproved  in 
this  matter;  for,  in  mv  fmc  of  huMineHi»,  when  I  sit 
under  my  vine  and  mv  Iif;-lre«;,  e.\ch:ini;inq;  the  strong 
waters  of  the  north  for  the  gold  whieh  is  the  pricr 
thereof,  I  have,  I  thank  Heaven,  no  disguises  to  keep 
with  nnvr  man,  and  wear  my  own  name  of  Thomas 
TrumhuU,  without  anv  clianee  that  the  same  may  he 
polluted.  Whereas,  tnou,  who  art  to  journey  in  iiiirv 
ways,  and  amount  a  stran^n?  people,  mayst  do  wefl 
to  have  two  nnmes,  as  thou  hast  two  shirts,  the  one 
to  keep  the  other  clean." 

Here  ho  Kmitteil  a  chucklinu;  ^unt,  which  lasted 
for  two  vibrations  of  the  pendulum  exactly,  and  was 
the  only  approach  towards  laughter  in  which  old 
Turnpenny,  us  ho  was  nicknamed,  was  ever  known 
to  indulge. 

"  Yoii  are  witty,  Mr.  Tnimbull,"  said  Fairfonl  j 
"Inii  jests  are  no  ar^umcnt«— I  ahull  keep  iny  own 
name.^* 

"  At  yo':r  own  pleasure,"  said  the  merchant ;  "  there 
is  but  one  name  which  "  &r..  JSic.  &c.. 

We  will  not  follow  the  hyijocrite  thnnu^h  the  impi- 
ous cant  which  h^  added,  in  order  l:)  close  the  subject 

Alan  followed  him,  in  silent  abhorrence  to  the  re- 
cess ill  which  the  beaufet  was  placed,  and  which  was 
00  artificial  I V  made  as  to  conceal  another  of  those 
traps  with  which  the  whole  buihliiu  abounded.  This 
i«ncealment  admiltc-d  them  to  the  »;ime  windinj; 
pasaaffC!  bv  which  ih.^  yoiinpr  lawyer  ha<l  been  brought 
thither.  The  path  which  they  now  took  amid  these 
mazes,  difTeftid  from  liie  direction  in  which  he  had 
been  Ridded  by  Ruilwige.  It  led  upwanla  and  termi- 
nated beneath  u  garret  window.  Trumbull  opi'nod 
it,  and  with  mon;  agility  than  his  nfia  promi.«ied,  clam- 
bered out  upon  the  leads.  If  Fairford's  journey  had 
been  hitherto  in  a  btilled  and  subterranean  atmos- 
phere, il  was  now  ojK'n,  lofty,  and  airy  enout^h ;  for  he 
had  to  follow  his  g^iiide  over  leads  and  slates,  which 
th«»  old  smtijf;;ler  traversed  with  the  dexterity  of  a  cat. 
It  is  true  his  course  was  facilitated  by  knowing  ex- 
actly where  certain  sti^pini^-places  and  holdfasts 
WerK  placed,  of  which  Fuirfcird  could  not  so  readily 
avail  himself;  but,  after  a  difficult  and  somewhat  pe- 
rilous progress  aloii^  the  roofs  of  two  or  thnni  houses, 
they  at  len^^ih  diiscundefl  by  a  skylight  into  a  garret 
room,  and  Irom  thence  by  the  stairs  into  a  nublic- 
house ;  for  such  ir  unpeared  by  the  rin;;infi;  or  bells, 
whistlui!;  for  waiters  and  atteiulanee,  buwlins;  of 
"House,  house,  here !"  chorus  of  kqu  songs,  and  the 
iiko  noises 


Havin?  dcsnrnded  to  the  aecond  stonr,  and  enkni 
a  room  tiiere,  in  which  tlu're  was  a  light,  nkl  Mr. 
Tnimhull  run^  the  lurll  of  the  apartment  thrica  witk 
nn  interval  betwixt  each,  dunn^  which,  he  tolJ  ddi' 
lieraloly  the  number  twenty.  Ininie«lint«'ly  after  tlie 
'bird  nn'4in;£  tiie  landlord  appeared,  with  sieahhy 
strp,  and  nn  nppeimniee  of  iiiysiery  on  Win  buxun 
vina^^e.  H«i^'-tfi(Kl  Mr.  Trumbull,  who  was  liialand- 
lord  an  it  proved,  with  great  respect,  and  expreMed 
some  surpri.Hu  m  st-emu  hint  ao  late,  as  he  lennvd  it, 
"on  Sntiirdnv  at  e'en. 

"  And  I  Kobin  Hastie,"  said  the  landlord  to  tht 
fennnt,  "  am  more  surprised  than  pleased,  to  liMr  Me 
iiuiekle  din  in  your  house,  Kobie,  so  near  the  honour- 
able Snbb.ith;  and  I  must  mind  yuu,  that  it  is  eon- 
iravenii>'4  'h"  t'irms  of  your  tack,  whilk  AlipuJBte^ 
iliiii  vixi  shoiilii  sahut  your  public  on  Saturday  at  nine 
o'clock,  at  latest." 

"  Vif,  sir."  s:iid  Robin  Hastie,  no  way  alarmed  at 
the  lO'avity  of  the  rebuke,  "but  you  must  take  tent 
that  I  have  ndmittf^l  naebody  but  you,  Mr.  TnimbuU, 
(who  by  (he  way  admitted  yoursell,)  biiice  nine  o'- 
clo<.'k ;  jfor  the  most  of  the  folk  have  been  here  (at 
several  hours  al)out  the  lading,  and  soon,  of  thehrig. 
It  is  not  full  tide  vet.  and  I  cannot  put  the  meooul 
into  the  .sire<'t.  If  I  did,  they  would  go  to  s^jine  othit 
public  and  their  souls  would  be  nae  the  hotter,  and 
my  purse  muckle  tlu'  waur;  for  how  am  I  to  pay  the 
rent,  if  I  do  not  sell  the  liquor?" 

"Nay,  ilii'iu"  sai<l  Thomas  Trumbull,  "if  it  is  a 
work  ot'ii(TesditY,and  i4i  the  honest  inder^'tident  way 
of  buMiness.  no  <loubt  ihijo  is  balm  in  Gilead.  But 
prithci',  Robin,  wilt  thou  see  if  Naniy  Ewurt  be  as  is 
most  likely,  amongst  these  unhappy  topers ;  andifaa 
lit  him  step  this  way  cannily  and  spt^ak  to  me  and 
this  young  gentleman.  And  .v  sdry  talking,  Robin— 
you  must  minister  to  us  a  bowl  of  punch— ye  ken  my 
gage." 

"  Fn^m  a  mutchkin  to  a  gallon,  I  ken  your  honaai^i 
taste,  Mr.  TliomasTnimbull,"  said  mine  host;  "and 
ye  shall  hang  me  over  the  sign-post  if  there  bea  drep 
mair  lemon  or  a  cum  less  sugar  than  just  suits  ydu 
There  are  three  of  you— you  will  be  for  the  anli 
Scots  peremptory  pint-stoup*  for  the  success  of  tbs 
voyage  ?" 

"  [better  pray  for  it  than  drink  for  it,  Robin."  aaid 
Mr.  Trumbull.  "  Yours  is  a  dangerous  trade,  Robin; 
it  hurts  moiiy  a  ane— baith  host  and  miesi.  But  ye 
Hill  get  the  blue  bowl,  Kobin— the  blue  bowl— thit 
will  sloken  all  their  drouth,  and  prevent  the  sinful 
repotiti>m  of  whipping  for  an  eke  of  a  Saturday  it 
e'en.  ,\y,  Ilobin  it  is  a  pity  of  Xanty  Ewari— Nantf 
likes  the  turnin<^up  of  his  little  finger  unco  wecl,  and 
we  maunna  stint  him,  Robin,  bo  as  we  leavs  him 
s«^nj«e  to  steer  by." 

"  Nanty  F*wart  could  steer  through  the  Pentland 
Frith  tlio'uurh  he  were  as  drunk  as  the  Baltic  Ooean," 
said  Ilobin  Hastie ;  and  instantly  tripping  down  stnin^ 
he  spt^Hily  return*^  with  the  materials  for  what  be 
callml  his  broirst^  which  consisted  of  two  Eaglifli 
quarts  of  spirits,  in  a  huge  blue  bowl,  with  atTthe 
ingredients  for  punch,  in  the  same  formidable  propor" 
lion.  At  the  same  lime  he  introduced  Mr.  Antony 
or  Xanty  F!wart,  whose  person,  although  he  wu  t 
good  deal  flustered  with  li<juor,  was  difTt-rent  from 
what  Fairford  expected.  His  dress  was  what  is  em- 
phatically termed  the  shabby  gcnteel~a  frock  witk 
tarnished  lace — a  small  cooked-hat,  ornamented  ill  a 
similar  way— a  scarlet  waistcoat^  with  faded  embroid- 
ery, breeches  of  the  same,  with  sdver  knee-hands,  tnd 
he  wore  a  smart  hanger  and  a  pair  of  pistols  in  s 
Eullied  sword-b«^.'lt 

"  Here  I  come,  natron,"  he  said,  shaking  hands  with 
Mr.  Trumbull.  Well,  I  sec  you  have  got  some  grog 
aboard." 

"It  is  not  my  custom,  Mr.  Ewart,"  said  the  old 
gentlemen,  "  as  you  well  know,  to  become  a  cfaan- 
bcrer  or  carous(>r  thus  late  on  Saturday  at  e'en ;  biitl 
wanted  to  recommend  to  your  attention  a  young  fHrod 

•TbP  RcnttiHh  junt  of  liquid  measure  comprRlmnis  fbor 
En^iMJi  mtaaurc!!  of  the  Mmn  denomination.  .The  jmt  m  well- 
known  of  my  iKJor  countryman,  who,  drii^en  to  e^tremily  by 
thn  raillery  of  the  Siiuihem,  on  Uie  small  denomination  of  ttw 
Hcotti«h  ruin,  at  h>tiaih  anitwemd,  "  Ay.  n  I  Bui  th*  ^il  tek 
them  Utalhaa  the  koMjflJU-Mn^''  '     «w  »• -au  ■» 


■A».xnLi 
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'  ffm%  ihnt  is  ffoini^  upon  a  Bomethins  particular  ! 
unicy,  M-irh  a  letter  to  our  frieiid  the  Laird,  from  , 
atf-iu'Pcril,  as  they  call  hiin."  ; 

**Ay — indttMl  ?— he  must  be  in  hi;;h  trust  for  w  1 
vntfi  a  ;»iiiil»*nian.— I  wish  you  joy,  «ir,"  Ubwini; ' 
I  Pairfonl.  "By'r  Lady,  as  ShaKt«i»eare  says,  you  ! 
n  brin;iini:  up  a  nock  to  a  fair  end.-Coine,  patron, 
•ewiH  drink  to  Mr.  What-ehall-call-uni— Whot  in; 
is  name  /—Did  you  tell  lue?— And  have  J  forgot  it  ; 
iwrfjr  V  I 

**Mr.  Alan  Fairford,"  said  Trumbull. 
**Ay,  Mr.  Alan  Fairford— «  good  name  for  a  fair 
■der— Mr.  Alan  Fairford ;  and  niay  hel)elon^  wiih- 
!ld  from  rhc  topnio«t  round  of  ambition,  which  I 
Jse  to  htf  the  hiKhcat  round  of  a  certain  laddtir." 
While  he  spoke,  he  S4'ized  the  punch  iadlc,  and  l>cffan 
•  fill  the  dassea.  But  Mr.  Trumbull  arrested  liis 
ind,  until  he  had,  as  hecxprrased  himself,  sanrtifii.tl 
ieli<]uorbv'  a  InnR^re;  during?  the  pn^nunciolion 
I*  wiiich,  he  shut  mdeed  his  eyes,  but  his  nostrils 
xamc  dilated,  as  if  he  wtTe  snuffing  up  the  fragrant 
srersffe  with  peculiar  complacency. 
When  the  larrac*;  was  at  length  over,  the  three  friends 
U  down  to  their  beverage,  and  invited  Alnn  Fairford 
I  partake.  Anxious  about  bis  situation,  nnd  diKs;uHtc-d 
I  he  was  with  his  company,  he  craved,  and  with 
ifficulty  obtained  ix^rmission,  under  the  allejjution  of 
cins  fatigued,  heated,  and  the  like,  to  stretch  himself 
nt  couch  which  was  in  iheauartmcnt,and  attempted 
t  least  TO  procure  some  rest  oefore  high  water,  when 
bevesoei  was  to  sail. 

He  was  at  lentnh  permitted  to  use  his  freedom,  and 
tRtchcd  hinif'elf  on  the  couch,  having  his  eyes  for 
omc  time  fixed  on  the  jovial  party  he  had  left,  and 
itnining  Wi^  ears  to  catch  if  oossible  a  little  of  their 
t»ven>atu»:i.  This  he  soon  ftiund  was  to  no  purpose ; 
or  what  did  actually  n^acli  his  ears  was  dis«;uis(d  so 
tlBipleteiv  by  the  use  of  cant  wonls,  and  ^he  thieves 
-»lin  call*?d  slan^  that  even  when  he  caught  the 
RDids,  he  found  himself  as  far  as  ever  from  the  sense 
tf  (bcir  conversation.  At  length  he  fell  asla^p. 
It  was  al'u  r  Alan  had  alumbered  fur  three  or  four 
mna,  that  he  wns  wakened  by  voices  bidding  him 
m  up  and  prepare  to  be  jogmrig.  He  started  up 
ieoorain.i^ly,  and  found  himself  in  presence  of  the 
tma  party  of  boon  companions,  who  had  just  des- 
a^ehed  their  huge  bowl  of  pun(;h..  To  Alan's  sur- 
viie,  the  liquor  had  made  but  little  innovation  on  the 
tains  of  men,  who  were  accustomed  to  drink  at  all 
yann,  aluj  in  the  most  inordinate  quantities.  The 
indlord  indet.ci  spoke  a  little  thick,  aiid  the  texts  of 
Ir.  Thomas  Trumbull  stumbled  on  his  tunpie ;  but 
Cinty  was  one  of  those  topi^rs,  who,  becornrng  early 
tkni  ban  riranfjt  tenn  flfistered,  remain  whole  night's 
ad  days  at  the  same  point  of  intoxication;  and,  in 
ICL  as  th'.-j-  are  B*>ldom  entirely  Fober,  can  be  as 
udy  seen  absolutely  dnink.  Indw^d,  FairfoH,  hnd 
enot  known  how  Kwari  had  b«'en  engaged  whilst 
e  himscif  wa**  asleep,  would  almost  have  sworn 
rben  he  awoke,  that  the  man  was  more  sober  than 
rhen  he  first  entere<l  the  room. 
He  WRS  confirmed  in  this  opinion  when  thev  de- 
sendcd  below,  where  two  or  thnrsnibjrs  and  niitian- 
okinc  fellows  awaited  their  commands.  Kwart  took 
le  whole  direction  xiptm  himst-'lf,  gave  his  orders  with 
rvftiesfl  nnd  prrrision,  and  Iook(tl  to  tiuir  being  exc- 
ited with  rhe  silence  and  celerity  which  that  necnlinr 
ififf  requin.ll.  .All  were  now  dismissed  for  ine  brig, 
•hicb  lay,  as  Fairford  was  given  to  undersirmd,  a  i 
ttle  farther  down  the  river,  which  is  navigable  lor  | 
iiaels  of  light  burden,  till  almost  widiin  a  mile  of  the 

When  they  issuj-d  from  the  inn,  the  landlord  bid 
Htm  eood-bv.  Old  Trumbull  walked  a  little  way 
iih  them,  but  the  air  had  pn)biibly  conHilernble 
Ibctnn  the  state  of  his  brain;  for,  after  reminding 
Ian  Fairfurd  that  the  next  day  was  thf  honourable 
abbath,  he  becnme  extremely  excursive  in  an  at- 
mpt  to  exhort  him  to  ki'tp  it  holy  At  length,  bring 
viinps  «en«!iiid"  that  he  wns  becoming  uniiitclligible, 
■  thrust  a  volume  into  Fairford's  hand— hi<^cu|H>ing 
ihe  same  time—"  Good  book— good  book— fine 
rmn-l»ook— fit  for  the  honoundile  Sabbath,  whilk 
VMM  usto-inorrow  mornlDg."— Here  the  iron  tongue 


of  time  told  five  from  the  town  steeple  of  Annan,  to 
the  further  confusion  of  Mr.  Trumbull's  already  dis- 
ordered ideas.  "Ay?  is  Sunday  come  and  gone 
already  ?— Heaven  be  praised!  Only  it  is  a  marvel 
the  afternoon  is  «ar  dark  for  the  linie  of  the  year— 
Sabbath  has  slipm.-d  ower  quietly,  but  we  have  reason 
tobhrSROuniellsit  nasnot  been  altogether  miwmployed. 
J  heard  little  of  the  pn.Michiiig— a  caiild  moralist,  I 
doubt,  served  that  out— but,  ch— the  nrayer-  I  mind  it 
as  if  I  had  said  the  words  nivsell."-  Here  he  re- 
peated one  or  two  petitions,  wlucli  were  probably  a 
part  of  his  family  devotions,  before  he  was  summoned 
forth  to  what  he  called  the  way  of  busintsa.  "I  nevei 
rcmeniber  a  Sabbath  pass  so  cnnnily  ofTin  my  life." 
—Then  he  reroHecte«f  himbf.'lf  a  little,  and  said  to 
Alan,  "You  may  read  that  book,  Mr.  Fairford,  to- 
morrow, all  the  bame,  though  it  be  Monday ;  for,  you 
atx\  it  was  Saturday  when  we  were  lhe«eiher,  and 
now  it's  Sunday,  and  it's  dark  night— so  the  Sabbath 
has  slippL-<i  clean  awav  through  our  fingers,  like  water 
ihrougli  a  sieve,  which  abideth  not:  and  we  have  to 
begin  again  to-morrow  morning,  in  the  weariful,  base, 
mean,  earthly  emplovnients,  whilk  are  unworthy  of 
an  immortal  spirit— always  excepting  the  way  of  busi- 
ness." 

Three  of  the  fellows  were  now  returning  to  the 
town,  and,  at  Rwart's  command,  they  cut  snort  the 
patriarch's  exhortation,  by  leading  him  back  to  his 
own  n/sidence.  The  rest  of  the  party  then  proceeded 
to  the  brig,  which  only  waited  their  oiTival'  to  get 
under  weigh  and  dropdown  the  river.  IVanty  Ewan 
betook  himself  to  stej  rinft  the  brig,  aild  the  ver\'  touch 
of  the  helm  seemed  to  disf^el  the  remaining  influence 
of  the  liquor  which  he  had  drunk,  since,  through  a 
troublesome  and  intricate  channel,  he  was  able  to 
direct  the  course  of  his  little  vtu^sel  with  the  most 
perfect  acj-uracy  and  safety. 

Alan  Fairford,  for  some  lime,  availed  hims»«lf  of  the 
clearness  of  the  summer  morning  to  gaze  on  the 
dimlv  si-en  shores  betwixt  wliicli  tney  glided,  becom- 
ing less  and  less  distinct  as  they  ri'ceded  from  each 
other,  until  at  length,  having  adjusted  his  little  bundle 
by  wajr  of  pillow,  and  wrapt  arouuil  him  the  jgreal- 
coat  with  which  old  Trumbull  hud  rquippr-d  him,  he 
stretched  himself  on  the  dcrk,  to  try  to  rr-cover  the 
slumber  otJt  of  which  he  had  \yecn  awakened.  Sli«p 
had  scarce  begun  to  settle  on  his  tycs,  ere  he  found 
something  stirring  alwjut  his  im  rson..  With  ready  pn^ 
sence  of  mind  he  rccollecttfl  his  situation,  and  re- 
solvtd  to  show  no  alarm  until  the  purpose  of  this 
bf came  obvious;  but  he  was  soon  relieveti  from  his 
anxiety,  by  fmding  it  was  only  the  n'sult  of  Nanty's 
attention  to  his  comfort,  who  was  wrapping  around 
him,  as  softly  as  he  could,  a  gr<^t  boat-cloak,  in  order 
to  defend  him  from  the  morning  air. 

"Thou  art  but  a  cockenl,"  he  muttered,  "but 
'twere  pitv  thou  werl  knocked  ofl'  the  perch  before 
seeing  a  little  more  of  the  sw<-<t  nnd  stair  of  this 
world— though,  faith,  if  thou  hast  the  usual  luck  of 
it,  rhc  best  way  wc-re  to  leave  thee  to  the  chance  of  a 
si-asoning  fever." 

Thew^  words,  and  the  awkward  courtesy  with  which 
the  skipper  of  the  little  brig  tucked  the  sea-coat  nmnd 
Fairford,  gjive  him  a  confidence  of  safety  whi(  b  he 
had  not  yet  thonuighly  fiossessed.  He  strt^tched  him- 
self in  riiore  security  on  the  ban!  planks,  and  was 
speitiily  asleep,  though  his  shiuiboCB  were  ftveri«h 
and  unrefreiihing. 

It  has  be*  n  el.«»ewhere  intimated  that  Alan  Fnirfonl 
inhcrittd  from  his  mother  a  delicate  constitution,  w;ith 
a  ti'udency  to  consumption  :  and,  l>ting  an  otily  child, 
w'ith  such  a  cause  for  apprcneiision,  c:m\  to  the  vf  rge 
of  efleminacy.  wns  taken  to  preserve  him  from  damp 
Nxis.  wet  fe<^t,  and  those  various  emergencies,  to 
which  the  Cahxlonian  boys  of  much  higher  birth,  but 
more  active  habits,  ar<*  eeinTally  accustom*  d.  In 
man,  the  sijirit  sustains  the  constitutional  weakness 
as  in  the  winged  tril>es  the  feathers  bear  aloft  the 
IhmIv.  '  But  there  is  a  bound  to  these  sup|>orting  quali- 
ties ;  and  as  the  pinions  of  th^  bird  must  nt  length 
grow  wearj'.  so  the  ri*  am" mj  of  the  human  straggler 
becomes  broken  down  by  continued  fatigue. 

When  the  voyager  was  awakened  by  the  h|;ht  of 
the  sun  now  ridui«  higb  uvHcvt^nxVuavwQ&iiVaatfM^ 
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under  the  influence  of  an  almo^  intolrrnMe  headache, 
with  hent,  thimt,  shootings  arroea  the  hack  and  loins, 
and  other  pynipionia^  intiniatinRvioU-nt  cold,  accoiii- 
paniud  with  fever.  The  manner  in  whieh  he  had 
paaaefi  !he  preceding  day  and  ni^ht,  though  p(*rhaps 
It  niigiit  iiave  t>een  of  httln  consL-quence  to  moat  vounp^ 
men,  waa  to  him,  delicate  in  conatiturion  and  nur- 
ture, attended  with  had  and  even  i)erilou9  conac- 
SuencL-a.  He  felt  this  was  the  case,  yet  would  fain 
ave  eomhatcd  the  avrnpiomaof  indisiMisition,  which, 
indeed,  he  imputed  chiefly  to  aea-aiekness.  lie  sat  up 
on  deek.  and  look<^  on  the  sct'ne  aroimd,  as  the  little 
vessel,  navin;;  borne  down  the  Solway  Frith,  was 
bc^hnning.  with  a  favourable  northerly  breeze,  to  l>enr 
away  to  the  .southward,  croHsing  the  entrance  of  the 
Wampool  river,  and  preparing  to  double  the  most 
nortlierly  point  of  Cumb«!rland. 

Hut  F  airford  felt  annoyed  with  deadly  sickness,  as 
well  as  by  iiain  of  a  distressing  and  oppressive  cha- 
racter; and  neither  Crilicl,  rising  in  niajeMy  on  the 
one  hnn<l,  nor  the  distnnt  yet  more  picturesque  out- 
line of  Skiddaw  and  Glaramara  upon  the  other,  eould 
attract  his  attention  in  the  manner  in  which  it  was 
usually  flxed  by  lH?autiful  scenery,  and  esptTially  that 
which  had  in  it  s«)iu(thin^  new  us  well  as  striking. 
Yet  it  was  not  in  Alan  Fairford's  nature  to  give  way 
to  desiKjndencis,  even  when  seconded  by  pain.  He 
had  recourse,  in  the  firal  place,  to  his  pocket ;  hut  in- 
stead of  the  little  Sallust  he  had  brought  with  hitn, 
that  the  perusal  of  a  favourite  classical  author  might 
help  to  pass  away  a  heavy  hour,  he  pulled  out  the 
supposed  hymn-book  with  which  he  had  been  pre- 
sented a  few  hours  be^fore,  by  that  temix?rate  and 
Bcnipuloup  person,  Mr.  Thomas  Trumbull,  aluu  Turn- 
penny. The  volume  was  boimd  in  sabli^  and  its  ex- 
teinor  might  have  become  a  psalter.  But  what  was 
Alan's  astonishment  to  read  on  the  litlepage  the  fol- 
lowing words  :— Merrj'  Thoughts  for  Merry  Men ;  or. 
Mother  Miilnight's  Miscellany  for  the  small  Hours;'' 
and,  turning  over  the  leaves,  he  was  disgusted  with 
profligate  talr«,  and  more  profli^te  songs,  orna- 
inentiHi  with  flgures  corresponding  m  infamy  with  the 
letterpress. 

"CJood  God!"  he  thoujiht,  "and  did  this  hoarv 
reprobate  summon  his  famdy  together,  and,  with  such 
a  disgraceful  ple<ige  of  infamy  \n  his  bosom,  venture 
to  ai)Proach  the  throne  of  his  Creator?  It  must  be 
so;  the  book  is  l)Ound  after  the  manner  of  those  de<li- 
caled  to  devotional  subjects,  and  doubtless,  the 
wretch,  in  his  intoxication,  confounded  the  hooks  he 
carried  with  him,  as  he  did  the  days  of  the  week."— 
Seized  with  the  disgust  with  which  the  young  and 
generous  usually  regarti  the  vict«  of  advanced  life>, 
Alan,  having  turneuthe  leaves  of  the  book  over  in 
hasty  disdain.  Hung  it  from  him,  as  far  as  he  could, 
into  the  sea.  He  then  had  recourse  to  tiie  Sallust. 
which  he  had  at  first  sought  for  in  vain.  As  he  opened 
the  btiok,  Nanty  Ewart,  who  had  been  looking  over 
his  shoulder,  made  his  own  opinion  heard. 

"I  think  now,  brother,  if  you  arc  so  much  acan- 
daliziHi  at  a  little  pirt!e  of  sculduddery,  which,  after 
all,  does  i  oborly  any  harm,  you  had  belter  have  given 
it  to  me  tnan  have  iUing  it  into  the  Stdway." 

"  r  hope,  sir,"  answered  Fairford,  civilly,  "  you  are 
in  the  habit  of  reading  belter  books." 

"Faith,"  answered  Nanty,  "with  help  of  a  little 
Grencva  text,  1  could  read  my  Sallust  as  well  as  you 
can;"  and  snatching  the  book  from  Alan's  hand,  he 
began  to  read,  in  the  Scotti.-^h  aticent :— "  '  h'ittir  ex 
diritjU  jnraniutcm  luxuria  atque  arnritia  cum  tsu- 
perbia  innas'-re :  raptrr.^  con9nmcre. ;  sua  parvi  peri' 
dere,  alicna  cape  re  ;  pudorcm,  amintlam^  p^idici- 
tiam,  dirina  atmie  humann  promisrun,  nihil  pensi 
vequc  modtrati  Aafcej'c.'*— There  is  a  slnp  in  the  face 
now,  for  an  honest  fellirw  that  has  bcvn  hucanfer- 
inx!  Never  could  keep  a  groat  of  what  begot,  or 
iiold  his  Angers  from  what  lH>longe<l  to  another,  said 
you  7    Fie,  fie,  friend  Crispus,  thy  morals  iU-e  as  crab- 

*  The  tninftlation  of  Iho  ptijuaip)  ia  ttiui  iriven  hy  Sir  Htimry 
fileuurt  of  Allaiiton.-"  Tlie  yuuUi,  tauf  ht  to  UmiIc  up  lo  richi>c 
M  Uh!  io\(trHif  n  cood,  tteraim?  apt  fiupilii  in  Die  iiclioul  of  Liixa- 
ry.  Kapaciijr  nod  pnirunioii  went  hand  in  hand,  rarelntfl  of 
Uieir  own  rnrtuni>i«.  and  rarer  UtXiOfiuf**  thoHe  or  othorip,  ahanw 
■nd  nMnoriu'.  niodoHtr  and  nimienition.  every  principle  cave 
«ajr."-  Worla^fSnUMtt,  wUk  Oriitiial  Enaps,  vul.  li.  p.  17. 


bed  and  austere  as  thy  style— the  one  has  as  littk 
mercy  as  the  other  has  grace.  lU'  my  soul,  it  is  un- 
liandsfiMK'  to  make  personal  rejections  on  an  old 
ac(|uaintanc(>,  who  seeks  a  little  <-ivil  iniercourtewilh 
vou  uiur  nivh  twt  nty  years'  M'paration.  On  my  soul, 
Master  Sallust  def<erves  to  float  on  the  Solway  bet- 
ter than  Mother  Midnight  hemelf." 

"Perhaps,  in  sr)nie  respect,  he  may  merit  better 
usa;^(>  at  our  hands,"  said  Alan ;  "  for  if  he  has  d^ 
i  scribed  vici-  plamly,  it  seems  to  have  been  forthepot- 
■  pone  of  nmhring  it  generally  abhorred." 
!      "  ^^•Ilj"  said  the  seaman,  "  I  have  heard  of  the 
'■  Sortes  \irgiliani£,  and  I  dare  say  the  Sorter  Sallu*- 
i  tiaiia*  are  as  true  every  tittle.    I  nave  consulted  hon- 
est Crii'pus  on  my  own  account,  and  have  had  a  cuff 
for  my  pains.    Hut  now  see,  I  open  the  book  on  your 
btihalf,  and  l»ehohi  what  occurs  first  to  mycye!-Lo 
you  there — '  Cah'lina.. .  omniamJIagitioKttrumaiqut 
J'licitwnufortim  cirrum  se  habebat.*    And  then  •(ain 
—  ' Ktiam  gi  quijt  d  culpa  vacuus  in  amicUiam  tjut 
inriJeriit^  f/uotidiano  usu  par  stxmilisque  recUrit  tj^ 
cicbatur.'*    1'hnt  is  what  1  call  plain  spc-akingontiM 
finrl  of  the  old  Roman,  Mr.  Fairford.    By  tne  way, 
that  is  a  capital  name  for  a  lawyer." 

"Lawyer  as  I  am,"  said  F'airlord,  "I  do  not  under- 
stand yuur  innuendo." 

"Nay,  tln-n,"  said  Ewart,  "I  can  trv  it  another 
way,  as  well  as  the  hyrMcritical  old  rascal  Turnpennr 
himself  could  do.  I  would  have  you  to  know  that  1 
aiii  well  actiuaiiited  with  my  Kiblc-book,  aa  well  ts 
with  my  friend  SaliusL"  H(3  then,  in  a  siiufllJDg  and 
canting  tone,  began  to  repeat  the  Scripture  text— 
^'*  Dai- id  therefore  departed  thence^  and  tceni  to  tkt 
care  ()/  AduUafH.  And  every  one  that  trasindii- 
trcifSy  and  every  one  that  teat  in  dtbty  and  every  ont 
that  Iran  diacvntcnttd^  gathered  themttelvet  together 
unto  him,  and  he  became  a  captain  over  tHem*  nlitt 
think  you  of  that  T'  he  said,  suddenly  changing  his 
manner.  "  Have  I  touched  you  now.  sir  7" 
"  Vou  are  as  far  off  as  ever,"  replied  Fairford. 
"What  the  devil!  and  vou  a  rei  Keating  frigate  be- 
tween Summertreesand  tne  I^aird!  Tell  that  to  the 
marines— the  sailors  won't  l»elieve  it.  But  you  arc  right 


to  be  cautious,  Jiiiuce  you  can't  say  who  are  riijlit,  wi» 
not.— But  you  look  ill ;  it'^s  but  the  cold  iiiorning  air- 
Will  you  have  a  can  of  flip,  or  a  jorum  of  hot  nimbol- 
or  will  you  splice  the  inain-brace"— (showing  a  spirit- 
flask)— "  Will  you  have  a  quid— or  a  pipe — or  • 
cigar  7-  a  pinch  of  snuffj  at  least,  to  clear  your  biaioa 
and  sharpen  your  apprehension  7" 

Fairford  rei»*cted  all  these  friendly  pn.ipoeitions. 

"  Why,  ilu'u,"  continued  Kwart,  if  you  will  do 
nothing  for  the  free  trade,  I  must  patronise  it  myself." 

So  saying,  he  took  a  large  glass  of  brandy. 


A  hair  of  the  di>g  that  bit  me,"  he  continued,"' 
"of  the  dug  that  wul  worry  me  one  day  soon;  aiHS 
ret,  and  be  d— d  to  me  for  an  idiot,  I  must  alwajr* 
have  him  at  my  throat.    But,  says  the  old  catch'*—— 
Here  he  sung,  and  sung  well— 

"  '  Lct'ji  drink— let'K  drink- while  Ufk  we  have  ; 

We'll  find  but  cold  drinking,  cold  drinkinx  in  the  fnira.* 
All  this,"  he  continued,  "is  no  charm  against  th^ 
headache.  1  wish  1  had  any  thing  that  could  do  yc"^ 
g(M)d.— Faith,  and  we  have  tea  and  coffee  aboard  - 
I'll  op(>n  a  chest  or  a  bag»  and  let  you  have  some  i^^ 
an  instant.  Vou  are  at  the  age  to  like  such  catl*^ 
better  than  hitler  slufT." 

Fairford  thanked  him,  and  accepted  hi.'^ofler  of  te^- 

Niuity  Kwarl  was  soon  heanl  calling  about,  "BreaB^ 
open  yon  che.*t-take  out  your  cnj-lul,  you  bastar^^ 
of  a  powder-monkey;  we  may  want  it  again.— N^^ 
sui';«r7--all  used  , up  for  grog,'  say  you  7— knoc^^ 
another  loaf  to  pieces,  can't  ye 7— and  iret  the  kettl^ 
l>oiIing,  ye  hell's  baby,  in  no  time  at  nil!" 

By  dint  of  these  energetic  proceedings,  he  was  in  ^ 
short  time  able  to  return  to  the  placi:  where  his  paa»^ 
senger  lay  sick  and  exhausted,  with  a  cup.  or  rather^ 
a  canful,  of  lea ;  for  every  thing  was  on  a  largo  scal^ 
on  board  of  the  Jumping  Jenny.     Alan  drank  i  ^ 

■  After i'nuN>eraiine  the  evilqualiti«iivrCatiliiic;*«a 

the  author  nddM,  "  If  it  hap[>eiicd  that  any  ax  )p!  ui 

natc'd  bjr  vicf  wnre  fatally  drawn  into  hm  fTioiMUIiip,  thee., 
of  intercourHO  and  uniires  artfully  «preMd,  milidueii  every  ■ 
pie.  and  early  avaioulated  thetn  lo  their  couuuctoei."    ' 
p.  it. 
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«BI9erlr,  and  with  w  much  appeirence  of  being  re- 
freshed, that  Nanty  Ewnrt  vwore  he  would  have 
coinc  too,  and  uiily  lact d  it,  a»  liis  phruM:  wont,  with 
a  aiDgIc*  Klaifs  oi'  brandy.* 


CHAPTER  XIV. 

XARJIATIVX  OP  ALAN  FAiarORD,   CONTINXTED. 

We  left  Alan  Fairfunl  on  the  deck  of  the  lit  lie 
smugirling  brifs,  in  that  diM*oiifmlato  situat'uin.  when 
nckueae  and  nausea  attack  a  lieati'd  awJ  levered 
frame,  and  an  anxious  nHml.  Hin  share  of  nea-sick- 
nriv,  nowi  v(>r,  wns  not  t>o  ^«  nt  as  to  cnurosa  Iuk 
tCDsationft  eMtiroly,  or  allogethtr  to  divert  his  atton- 
cion  from  what  waft  ims&inK  arounrl  If  ho  could  nut 
deliiEhl  in  the  swiftness  and  ability  with  which  the 
^liciie  frigate"  walked  the  wavtt*,  or  aniuac  liiniwlf 
Dy  noticing  chebtrauty  of  the  M'a-vicws  nround  him, 
where  clie  dintant  Skidrlaw  raiM^d  his  bn)w,  as  if  in 
defiance  of  tlie  cloiidiid  eminence  o(  CriHil,  which 
brded  it  over  the  Scottish  side  of  the  esiuarv,  he  had 
#pirit9  and  conipoHure enough  to  pay  particultir  atten- 
tion to  tlu-  maMiiT  of  the  vussel,  on  wlio.s(.>  character 
his  own  safety  in  all  i^robabiliiy  was  d(T>endent. 

Nanty  Ewart  had  now  givin  the  helm  to  one  of 
hi^  people,  a  bald-pated,  grizzled  old  fellow,  whose 
whole  life  hud  bctrn  si)eiit  in  evading  the  revenue 
Uwp,  with  now  and  tnen  the  rel.ixalitin  of  a  few 
iDontha*  imprisonnicnL  for  deforcing  oflicers,  resist- 
ins  seizures,  and  the  likeotrences. 

Nanty  himself  sat  down  by  Fairfonl,  helped  him 
to  his  tea,  with  such  other  refrrshnienls  as  he  could 
think  of,  and  set/med  in  his  way  sinten.'ly  denrous 
to  make  his  situation  as  comfortable  as  tilings  ad- 
mi  tCc-d.  Fairfuid  had  thus  an  opportunity  to  study 
h^  countenance  and  manners  more  closely. 

It  was  plain,  Kwart,  tiwiugh  a  mntd  s<.<aman,  had 
not  bif  n  brnl  upon  that  element.  He  was  a  reason- 
ably good  scholar,  and  s«-em(ii  fond  of  showing  it,  by 
rMTurring  to  the  subject  of  Sallust  and  JuveiinJ ;  while, 
on  tin*  otli#.'r  hand,  sea-phras<.'s  si*ldom  che(|uered  his 
oonvii>ation.  He  had  Ux'ti  in  person  what  is  called 
asniort  little  man;  but  the  tropical  sun  had  burnt  his 
orifdnally  fair  coniph  xion  to  a  dusty  red ;  and  the  bile 
which  was  diffused  thnnigh  his  system,  had  staintd 
it  with  u  ydlowisli  black— what  ought  to  have  been 
the  white  part  of  his  eyes,  in  partirnlar,  hud  a  hue  as 
deep  u4  the  u^m'/..  He  was  virv  thin,  or  rather rina- 
ciatcd,  and  las  coiintenanre,  tfioiigh  still  iiuiicating 
alertm>sbaivl  activity,  sliowe(lu  constitution  exhausted 
with  exce&sivi'  use  of  his  favourite  .•stimulus. 

"  I  see  you  look  at  nw  hard,"  said  he  to  Fnirford. 
**Had  vou  been  an  officer  of  the  d-d  customs,  my 
lerriers  backs  would  have  be<'n  up."  He  o|»«^m-d  his 
breast  and  ahowi-d  Alan  a  pair  of  pistols  dis{)os4-d 
between  his  waistcoat  and  jnckft.  placing  his  linger  at 
the  same  time  ufxm  the  co<-k  of  one  of  thein.  "  But 
come,  you  are  an  honest  fellow,  though  you  re  a  close 

*  I  sm  iHiiTv  to  my,  tliar  th«  modiNi  of  ronrcsiniRnt  d(>KrrilH-d 
in  tlt«  miiiiciniiry  prfniiM*t  t»f  Mr.  TniiiiliiiU.  an*  ofa  kniii  ultioli 
lM«e  l««'n  ciiMiitiiifi  im  tlu-  frtmUfru  i»f  ImIi*  y«Mr*.  Tli*'  wicli- 
bourtirioil  iif  two  nalimif  tiavinir  difK-n-iit  Umm.  ihoufli  unU<tl 
in  toirninMnt.  mill  lenti-  lo  a  iiHiltiiudc  of  iniiiKirn'»«>ii<nrt  nn 
the  Bi>i<1(.'r.  amX  <*Alrpnie  dirttriilty  m  a|ipn'ltrn(iiiii:iW;iiiii|uvnl]i. 
AtxMii  tuMiiy  jmiWNinn',  Hn  (urfliiiii)  rrc u'liTtmn  wtvi-j..  ilwa- 
MiHf  alimic  ihr  fniiiluT  nn  (irrai)i»Ni  irnnc  uf  nutiiTii.  forefm, 
nmi^rlrni,  and  otlier  maU'Riciori,  wlit>«'  fii^'ratum*  wrm  ron- 
duri-'d  «•«  •  *rale  not  inferinr  i<i  ulial  m  Im^  df»cri\tr*i.  TIif 
ctitft  nf  tiM*  party  waii  im**  Kirliard  Mfinliiain,  a  cariieiiiiir, 
«ho  ruH>  lit  i>|iulriiC4'.  altlicjiizh  iiiiiirnnt  fwu  of  ilivHirii  of 
mdinr  nmt  wrilinr  liui  lnj  had  fMind  n  Hliori  iohiI  to  ufntth, 
•nd  hnd  taken  Hiiixnlar  nwaniirrw  fur  rimdurtin?  Iii»  niMTaiiimii. 
Amunrri  i(h!«*.  I10  fiMind  mpann  lu  Iniild,  in  tin*  liUburti  uC  Iter- 
wirk  rall**d  r<|iiUAl,  a  »lrv<>t  of  Hntnll  Ihhim>ii.  an  if  lor  lite 
iD«T«tinifiI  of  profN-Tlr  Mr  liiinM-lf  inliabilrd  oiio  of  IIm>i>  ; 
■noltirr.  a  wt'.u'n  of  viul>lir-hiHiii«>.  wni  oKn  lo  hiit  roiifrdt>- 
rai^v.  wtiu  iii'M  nmcrt't  and  uiiKUNiwcrcd  n)tniiiunir«U<in  with 
him  by  rriHwinK  tli«  n>i)f4  uf  Un*  niii>neninp  Imhim'm,  and  dv- 
•fTfidiat  I*r  K  tra|>-«lair.  Mrliirh  ndmilii-d  ilii  in  inlo  i\w  alcove 
of  1Ih>  <liniiiirrof>ni  of  Ihrk  MfiiiniMui'*  |in\nrc  mansion.  A 
«au)t,  tiMi.  tM-ricaih  Mi'iiOtinni'ii  nt^liiv.  wn*i  nrn-i«itilp  in  the 

manner  ininini I  in  thi*  no*t!l     'llii'  iMmt  of  «ini-  of  tin*  iiIoIIm 

lamed  n>ui.il  «•»  a  iHrit  beins  witlnlrawn,  niui  g»\v  aiuniitnuro 
lu  a  Militf  rraiM'an  plaix*  oi  rontvainM  nl  f«ir  roniiui-uml  and 
M(i|i-n  l'<hmN.  Ill  a  en-:ii  ••utonl.  Kirhiird  Mendtmni.  ilii*  lifod 
nrniiiiwry  formidal>l«c4MiN|>irNry,  witicli  ni\olv(>it  nialeriiru>r« 
nf  ^yptr  kimi,  wan  irtui  iind  i>\irnli'd  ai  J*'dburEli.  wlirn>  iIm> 
auflHir  wa«  inv^pni  aii  HutntT  of  r«i  IkirkHlnru.  Mi-iMlliHin  had 
|irvviouiil>-  liw>n  iritd.  but  t»c«|>wl  by  wiuit  uf  (iruvl'  •mil  tju; 
lACennily  of  t>ia  •:uuaa«l. 
Vot-  V. 


one.  I  dare  ray  yon  think  me  a  queer  customer  x  but 
I  can  tell  you,  they  that  se«3  the  ship  leave  harbour 
know  but  little  of  the  seas  she  is  to  sail  through. 
My  fnther,  honest  old  gentleman,  never  would  hava 
thought  lo  see  me  master  of  tiie  Jumping  Jenny." 

Fairfonl  said^  it  sii'incd  viry  clear  indHxl  that  Mr. 
F.wart's  education  was  far  superior  to  the  line  he  at 
present  (N'cujiicd. 

*' O,  Criflel  to  Solway  Moss !"  said  the  other. 
"Why,  man,  I  should  have  been  an  expounder  of  the 
wonl,  with  a  wig  like  a  snow-wreath,  and  a  stipend 
hke— like— like  a  hundrttJ  (Miunds  a-year,  I  suppose. 
I  can  spend  thrice  ns  much  as  thai,  though,  bein^ 
such  as  I  am."  Here  he  sung  a  scrip  uf  an  old  Nor- 
thumbrian ditty,  mimieking  the  burr  of  the  natives 
of  that  county  :— 

"  Willy  Poalcr'v  ffone  to  vet, 
8illi!r  buckleji  at  )iii«  kiifo, 
Hk'U  coom  back  and  marry  me— 
Canny  Willy  KotUjr." 

"I  have  no  doubt,"  said  Fairford,  "your  present 
occupation  is  more  lucrative :  but  I  should  havo 
thought  thechurch  might  have  bet  n  more" 

He  siopptd,  n-coIU  cling  that  it  was  not  hU  business 
to  say  any  thing  disagreeable. 

"  More  respictabh-,  you  mean,  I  suppose?"  said 
Rwart.  with  a  sneer,  uiid  squirting  the  tobacco-juice 
througn  his  front  teeih ;  then  was  silent  for  a  mo- 
ment, and  procL>cdttl  in  a  tt)iie  of  candour  which 
some  internal  touch  of  conscience  dictated.  "And 
so  it  would,  Mr.  Fairfonl— and  happier,  too,  by  a 
thousand  degrees— tin uigh  I  have  had  my  pleasures 
too.  But  there  was  my  father,  (God  bless  the  old 
man  !)  a  true  chin  of  the  old  Presbyterian  block, 
walked  his  parish  like  a  captain  on  the  quarter-deck, 
and  was  always  ready  to  do  goo(f  to  rich  and  i>ooi^- 
Oir  went  the  laird's  hut  to  tiie  minister,  as  fast  as  the 
jKMjr  man's  iNjnnct.  When  the  eye  saw  him— Pshaw! 
what  have  I  to  do  with  that  now?— Yes,  he  was,  Rs 
Virgil  hath  it,  *  T'lr  aapiaitia  it  pUtute  prorw.'  But 
he  might  have  been  the  wiser  man,  had  ne  kept  me  at 
h(»me,  when  he  «  nt  me  at  nineteen  to  study  Divinity 
at  the  head  of  the  highest  siair  in  thcC/Ovenant-Close. 
It  was  a  cursed  mistake  in  the  old  gentleman.  What 
though  Mrs.  Cantrips  of  Kittlebasket  (forshc  wrote 
herself  no  less)  was  our  cousin  five  limes  removed, 
and  tiM^k  me  on  that  actrount  to  lioard  and  lodging 
at  six  shillings,  instead  of  stven  shillings  a-week ?  it 
was  a  d  -d  bad  saving,  as  the  cate  jirov«l.  Vtt  hr r 
very  dignity  might  have  kept  me  in  order:  for  she 
nrver  read  a  chapter  excepting  out  of  a  Cambridge 
Bible,  printed  bv  Daniel,  and  hound  in  embroidered 
velvet.  I  think  I  s<  (>it  at  I  his  moment !  And  on  Sun 
davs,  when  we  had  a  quart  of  twojHnny  ale,  instead 
of  buttermilk,  tiMHir  liorridge,  it  was  always  served  up 
in  a  silver  (losset-disn.  Also  she  used  silver- inount<*a 
spectacli'S,  uhtreas  even  mv  fathirs  were  cased  in 
mere  horn.  Tiicsr  thinus  hud  their  imjiressinn  at  first, 
but  wo  gi  t  ustil  to  grnndt iir by  jlegn is.  Well^ sir !-- 
f  »ad,  I  can  soarci'  get  on  with  my  story—  it  sticks  in 
m^-  thn)at— must  take  a  tiifle  to  wash  it  down. — 
Well,  this  danu-  had  a  daughter— Jess  Cantrips,  a 
hlack-ey(-d,  iKMincin'.;  wench-  and.  as  the  devil  would 
have  it,  thire  was  the  d— d  five-siury  stair— her  foot 
was  nevi  r  fruin  it,  whethir  I  wi'iit  nut  oreaiiM.>  home 
from  the  Divinity  Hall.  I  would  liavt; eschewed  her. 
sir-  I  would,  on  my  soul ;  fori  was  as  iniuicent  a  lad 
as  evircame  from  Lammermuir;  but  then-  was  no 
nos^ibihiy  of  ew'a|>»-,  retreat,  or  fliuhl.  unless  1  could 
liave  got  a  pair  (if  wings,  or  made  use  of  a  ladder 
sf.ven  stories  high,  to  scale  the  window  of  my  attic. 
It  signifii-s  little  talkint:— you  may  suppos*;  how  all 
this  was  to  end- 1  would  have  innrricd  the  girl,  and 
taken  my  chance— 1  would,  by  Heaven!  fi>r  she  wns 
u  pretty  girl,  and  a  gdNl  girl,  till  she  and  I  met ;  but 
you  know  the  old  song,  'Kirk  would  not  kt  us  be.' 
A  iri-nTleman,  in  niv  ciise.  would  havi>  settled  the 
maifiT  w  ith  the  Kirlt-tn  asurer  for  a  small  suni  of 
moiM-y;  but  thi-  jio^ir  siibhhr,  the  iK-nniless  dominie, 
huvmg  mnrriHl  his  cinisin  of  Kittlehasku,  must  next 
havf  proel.-iinuil  hir  frailu'  to  ihe  whole  narisli,  by 
mouiittng  till'  'hroni-  of  Pn*«bYieri«n  rn-nani-e,  and 
proving,  as  Othello  pays,  'his  love  a  whore,'  in  fao« 
oi  the  whide  congn-gation. 
it) 
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'  In  thifi  Mtrpmity  I  dared  not  Mny  \vhrn>  T  wjis, 
nnd  fu)  thou'^ht  to  }?•>  home  to  my  fattier.     But  first  I 
^t  Jack  Hu'laway,  a  \wi  from  iliu  jsarin- parish,  airi 
who  liv*."!  in  th«  sniiie  inftTnal  ^lair,  in  mnko  w»nn' 
iiir|uiri<'s  how  tho  old  K'^ntlrnian  had  takr-n  the  mat- 
ter.   I  «o'»ri,  hy  wav  of  answvr.  IfarnKl,  to  the  Krent 
incrf^i»(5  of  my  comfortable  n.rtwtions.  that  the  fri>od 
old  tnan  madt?  as  rntirli  clnmuur,  an  if  Ruch  a  thinj?  | 
as  a  raan'H  carinfl:  his  wfddlni;  dinner  without  sayini; 
zracc  had  never  hanponeti  flinoo  Adain'A  time.    Ho 
old  nothing  for  six  days  l)ul  cry  out,  'Ichahod,  Irhn- ' 
bod,  the  {rlor>'  is  dcpart»'d  froni  my  hou!*«'!'  and  on  I 
tho  seventh  He  pn'nchtfd  a  8onn«in,  in  which  hi?  «-n- 
larRrti  on  this  inr.'idr'nt  as  ilhistrative  of  oni'  of  the ' 
Sfr«'at  orrasions  for  huinihation,  and  mii^i'S  (if  national  I 
(left'cfion.    I  hoj)e  the  t'oursi^  ho  took  roinforfed  him-  i 
self -I  am  tuin-  it  madpmeusham«Hiloshow  my  nose  , 
at  home.    So  I  went  down  to  Lcith.  and,  exrhan^Mn:; 
my  h'xlrlin  ;;ray  coal  of  my  mother's  ppinninarfor  hihIi 
a  jacket  as  tiiii),  I  entered  my  name  at  the  rendezvous 
as  an  abIe-bo:lii>d  Ian<i.-<man.  and  failed  with  the  ten- 
dor  round  t»)  Plymouth,  where  thev  were  filfiiij;  out 
a  nquadron  for  the  West  Indies.    There  I  was  put 
abuani  the  FVarnou^ht,  Captain  Dare<levil— amonjj: 
wlioM!  crow  I  ho-)?!  learned  to  fear  Sann,  (th'*  terror 
of  my  early  youth.)  as  littlM  as  tho  toujjhest  Jack  on 
board.    I  liad  Home  qualms  at  drui,  nut  I  took  th^ 
remedy''  (tappins?  th.?  case-b.it tie)  "  which  I  recom- 
mended to  you,  beins  as  nood  for  sicknesH  of  wul  as 
for  8ickne.4's  of  the  8tomaeh--What,  y»ni  won't  7— 
veiy  well,  I  mu^t,  then  -here  is  to  ye." 

Vou  would,  I  am  afraid,  find  your  nbication  of 
little  use  in  your  new  condition  7"  said  Pairford. 

"Pardon  me,  sir,"  rewimed  the  (-aplain  of  the 
Jumpini;  Jenny;  ",my  handful  of  Lnt:n,  and  small 
pinch  of  Crreek,  were  as  useless  as  old  junk,  to  ha 
a>ure;  but  my  readin?,  writinsr,  and  accomplin:;,  stood 
mo  in  8i>jd  ste^id,  and  brou^^lit  me  forwartl.  1  mij^ht 
have  been  schoolmaster— ay,  and  master,  in  time ;  hut 
that  valiant  liquor,  mm,  made  a  conquest  of  me 
rather  too  ofte.-n,  and  mj,  nrtke  what  sail  I  could,  I 
always  went  to  l«ewa];d.  We  were  four  years  bn>d- 
in<;  in  that  blasted  clitnate,  and  I  came  bark  at  last 
with  a  little  prize-monf  y.— I  always  ha«l  thout;hts  of 
putting  thini^  to  rights  in  the  Covenant-Close,  and 
risconcilinjj  inystlf  to  my  father.  I  found  out  Jack 
Hadaway,  who  was  Tuptowins  awny  with  a  ([^Yix'.n 
of  wretched  Itoy**,  and  a  fine  string  of  stories  he  had 
readv  to  resale  my  ears  withal.  My  father  ha(t  lec- 
tuml  on  what  he  jniIKkI  '  my  faUinjr  away,'  for  sHjvun 
Sabbaths,  when,  just  as  his  pnrisnitmers  be«;an  to 
hope  that  the  courne  was  at  an  end,  he  was  founr] 
dead  in  his  biH.1  on  tiieei<;hth  Sunday  morniii:^.  Jack 
Hadaway  assured  uv,  that  if  I  wi.sniyl  to  atone  for 
my  ern>rrt,  by  uiiderj:oin^  the  fate  of  tho  first  martyr, 
I  nad  only  to  ^o  to  my  native  village,  where  the  very 
stones  of  the  stnx't  wutild  risi:  up  a^ain^t  me  as  my 
father's  murderer.  Here  was  a  prt;ity  itcm-widl, 
mv  tongue  clove  to  my  mouth  for  an  hour,  and  was 
only  able  at  last  lo  utier  th<t  uanfe  of  Mrs.  Cantrips. 
O  this  was  a  new  theuie  f  >r  my  Job's  comforter.  My 
8uddon  departure- -my  father's  no  I>ss  sudden  death 
— had  prevented  the  pavment  of  the  am*ars  of  my 
board  and  lod;;^nq;— the  landlord  was  a  haberdash:jr, 
with  a  heart  as  rotten  as  the  nuisim  wares  he  dealt  in. 
Wnhout  n.<pect  to  her  a;re,  or  sen tl.^  kin,  my  f^ady 
Kittlebasket  was  ejected  from  her  airy  habitation  - 
her  porridste-pot,  silver  |>ixsset-dish.  sdver-mountinl 
spcvnacle.'S  and  Daniel's  Cambridge  Bible,  sold,  at  the 
Cross  of  Editibur^h.  to  the  c:idie  who  would  bid 
highest  for  them,  and  she  herself  drivnn  to  the  work- 
houses  where  she  got  in  with  difficulty,  but  was  easdy 
enough  lifte<l  out,  at  the  end  of  the  iiiouth,  as  dead  as 
her  friends  crndd  dMin'.  Merry  tidin>{s  this  to  me, 
who  had  been  thed—ii"  (ho  pause.]  a  moment)  '*«nVo 
mri/r— Cfjid,  I  think  my  confession  would  sound  bel- 
ter in  Latin  than  in  Kn^lish  ! 

"  But  the  best  jest  was  hehiml— I  had  just  T>ower  to 
stammer  out  siimcthin:;  aluiut  Jess— by  my  faith  he 
lifid  an  answer!  I  ha.i  tauuht  Jess  one  trade,  and,  : 
like  a  prurient  mrl,  she  h.id  found  out  another  for 
horscif;  utduckily,  they  were  both  contraband,  and  | 
Jess  Cantrips,  (laughter  of  the  Lady  Kittlol  askel,  hid  , 
the  honour  to  be  transported  to  the  plantalionsi  for  I 


street -walk  in?  and  porlcet-picking,  nboul  lii  i 
Ix-fon;  I  touclii  r|  .Hhore." 

He  ehnn-^tl  tin.  In  ti«r  tone  of  nfTeetrrt  pleasantry 
into  ail  aitcrn'.'t  to  laiiifh ;  then  dn^w  his  swarthy 
hand  across  his  swarthy  eves,  and  snid  in  a  moiv 
natural  accent.  *' Poi »r  Jes>« !" 

There  was  a  jKiuse  -uTitil  Pairforrl,  pityin;;  thepoa 
man's  st-ile  of  mind,  and  Mievins;  he  saw  sometaiiq; 
in  him  that,  but  fur  trarly  error  and  snb^nent  piD- 
fi'^ey,  mi;?ht  have  Xhh^tv  excellent  and  noble,  help«i 
on  the  conversation  by  askinfc  in  a  tone  of  commue- 
ration.  how  he  had  U'en  able  to  endure*  snch  a  loidoi 
caliimity. 

"Why.  ven'  w.^ll."  answered  the  seaman;  "exceed 
indy  Well  like  a  ti;:hi  ship  in  a  brisk  sale.— I^tme 
r.^col|fet.~I  remeiiib«^r  thanking  Jack,  very  itMn- 
iHisiflly,  for  thf?  inn-n-stinj;  and  aprwable  commoni- 
cation':  I  then  pulled  out  my  canvass  pouch,  with 
my  hoanl  of  moidon'S,  and  takins;  oiit  twopiece^I 
bid  Jack  k'l'ji  the  rest  till  I  came  back,  as  I  was  for 
a  cruise  alKiut  Auld  Keekie.  The  poor devillookfid 
anxiously,  but  1  shook  hitn  by  tho  hand  and  ran 
down  stairs,  in  such  confusion  of  mind,  that,  not- 
withstaiidin^i;  what  I  had  heard,  I  expi*ctcd  to  meet 
Jos«  at  cvfTy  tuminp;. 

"It  was  market-day,  and  the  usual  number  of 
roirui's  ami  fools  were  assembled  at  the  (Voss.  I  ob- 
si  rved  every  hoily  looked  strange  on  me,  and  I  thought 
i'ome  laiiprhi^l.  I  fancy  I  had  been  making  queer 
faces  enoiiuh,  and  perhans  talkins  to  myself.  When 
I  saw  myself  used  in  this  manner,  I  hold  oot  mf 
clenclwHl  fists  strai<;ht  before  me,  stooped  my  hpvL 
and,  lik'^  a  ram  when  ho  makes  his  ract\  darted  oo 
rii^hi  down  the  street,  scattering  ^nxips  of  weather- 
heafen  lairds  and  porriwiiK»ed  hurKe8.«?i»!*,  and  bearing 
(!own  alt  before  me.  I  neanl  the  cry  of  *  Seite  the 
madman !'  er'hi>e<l  in  Celtic  sounds,  from  the  City 
(»urml,  with'Ceasirtamatman!'  but  pursuit  and  op- 
po^'tion  were  in  vain.  I  pursuwi  my  rarcer;  the 
smell  of  the  sea,  I  suppose,  led  me  to  TdL-ith,  wbere^ 
soon  after,  I  found  inysilf  watkins  y^rw  quietly,  on 
file  shore,  admiring  the  tmighpiund  ami  smind  cord- 
asfe  of  I  he  vessels,  and  ihinkin?  how  a  Unip,  wth  i 
man  at  tho  end  oi  one  of  them,  would  look,  by  way  of 
tassel. 

"I  was  opposite  to  the  rendezvous,  forme-riy  DiT 
placo  of  p.^fiijje— in  I  Itolli.-d— r)und  one  or  two  old 
.nt^iuaintances,  made  half-a-<lozen  new  oufs—drank 
for  two  days  was  put  aboanl  thi-  tender— t>tf  to 
Porlsuiouth  -  then  landed  at  the  Ha«lnar  Ifo.ipitol  in 
a  fine  liissinji-hot  fever.  Never  mind— I  pot  twiter— 
notliinir  can  kill  me— the  West  Indies  werp  my  lot 
aij:ain,  for  since  I  did  not  po  where  I  deserved  in  the 
next  world,  I  had  something;  as  like  such  quarters  as 
can  bo  harl  in  this— black  devils  (^.yr  hihahitants— 
fiames  aud  earthouakes,  and  si»  fvirth,  (or  your  de- 
nu-nt.     Well,  broil ler,  something  or  «»ther  1  did  or 


I--I  can't  tell  what -l!ow  the  devil  should  1 1 
I  was  as  drunk  as  David's  sow,  yon  know?— Bui  I 
was  punished,  my  lad— mado  to  kiss  the  wench  that 
never  si>eaks  but  when  she  scolds,  and  that's  the 
jjunner's  daujjhter,  comra<ie.  Yes,  the  minister's 
s<>n  of— no  niatter  where — has  the  cat's  scratch  <m 
his  hack !  This  roust^l  me— and  when  we  were  ashore 
with  the  bout,  I  ^uve  three  inches  of  the  dirk,  after  o 
stout  tussle,  to  the  fellow  I  blainiii  most,  and  so  look 
the  busii  ftir  it.  Tiim*  were  pli^n ty  of  wild  lads  then 
alonvr  shore  -and,  I  don't  care  who  knows— I  went 
on  the  ac.-ount,  look  you— sailed  under  the  black  flag 
and  mnrrow-btmes- was  a  K'>od  friend  tu  the  sea, 
and  an  enemy  to  all  that  sailed  on  it." 

F\iirfoni,  thou;^h  uneasy  in  his  mind  at  finding  him- 
self, a  lawyer,  so  close  to  a  character  so  luwlcsa, 
thousrlu  it  best,  nevertheless,  to  put  a  good  face  on  tho 
matter,  and  asKcd  Mr.  Kwart,  with  as  much  uncon- 
cern as  he  could  assunio,  "whether  he  was  Ibrtunate 
as  a  rover?" 

*'  \o,  no — d— n  it,  no,"  nfplicd  Nanty ;  "  tin?  devil  a 
cnimb  of  butter  was  ever  churned  that  ^ould  stick 
upivi  my  bread.  There  was  no  order  amoiii;  us— he 
that  was  captain  to-day,  was  swabber  to-morrow; 
anrl  as  for  plunder— they  say  old  Avery,  and  iHie  or 
two  close  hunks,  made,  money ;  but  in  my  time,  sU 
went  as  it  came:  aud  reason  ftOod»  tur  if  a  (ellaw  hod 
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ntd  five  dollare,  his  throat  would  have  been  cut  in 
if  bammork— And  then  it  uns  a  cniel,  bloody  work 
■Pih— we'll  say  no  more  about  it.  I  broke  %%'ilh  them 
:  lut,  for  what  thej'  did  on  board  of  a  bit  of  a  snow 
■no  mattPT  what  it  was— bad  enough,  since  it  frijfht- 
led  me— I  took  French  leave,  and  came  in  upon  the 
ochmation,  so  I  am  free  of  ail  that  business.  And 
lie  I  fit,  the  ekipper  of  the  Jumping  Jenny— a  nut- 
ell  of  a  thing,  but  goes  through  the  water  like  a 
Irhin.  If  it  were  not  for  yon  hypocritical  scoundrel 
.Annan,  who  has  the  best  end  of  the  profit,  and  takes 
neof  the  risk,  I  should  bfi  well  enougli— as  well  as 
rant  to  be.  Here  is  no  lack  of  my  nest  friend,"— 
rchinv  his  case-bottle;— "but,  to  tell  you  a  secret, 
and  I  have  got  so  used  to  enrh  othrr,  I  begm  to 
ok  he  is  like  a  prof«'ssed  joker,  that  makes  your  sides 
e  m-ith  laughing,  if  you  .*<ee  him  but  now  and  then; 
if  von  take  up  house  with  him,  he  can  only  make 
ir  head  stupid.  But  I  warrant  the  old  fellow  is 
np  the  best  ne  can  for  me,  after  all." 
And  what  may  that  bcT*  said  Fairfbrd. 
He  is  xiLLixG  me,"  replied  Natily  Ewart;  *'and 
m  only  sorry  he  is  so  long  about  it." 
lo  Baying  he  jumped  on  his  feet,  and  tnpping  up 
1  down  the  deck,  gave  his  orders  with  nis  usual 
imem  and  decision,  notwithstanding  the  consi- 
ablc  qiiantiry  of  spirits  which  he  had  contrived  to 
allow  while  recounting  his  histor)'. 
llthnugh  far  from  feeling  well,  Fairford  cndra- 
iffd  tu  rouse  himself  and  walk  to  the  head  of  the 
L  10  enjoy  the  beautiful  prospect,  as  well  as  to  take 
ne  note  of  the  course  which  the  ves.^el  held.  To 
gr^at  surprise,  instead  of  standing  across  to  the 
xwile  shore  from  which  she  had  departed,  the  brig 
m  coin:*  down  the  Frith,  and  apparently  steering 

0  the  Irish  sea.  He  called  to  Nanty  Kwart,  and 
lircsst'd  his  surprise  at  the  course  they  were  pursu- 
u  and  asked  why  they, did  not  stand  straight  across 
.'  Frith  for  some  port  in  Cumberland. 

"Why,  this  is  what  I  call  a  reasonable  Question, 
w,**  answered  Nanty:  **as  if  a  ship  could  go  as 
light  to  its  port,  as  a  norse  to  the  stable,  or  a  free- 
idtr  could  sail  the  iSolway  as  senirely  as  a  King's 
dprl  Why,  I'll  tell  ye,  brother— if  I  do  not  see  a 
ukc  on  Bowness,  that  is  the  village  u[)on  the  head- 
id  yonder,  I  must  stand  out  to  sea  fur  twenty-four 
ors  at  least,  for  wo  must  keep  the  weathergage  ii* 
ere  arc  hawks  abroad." 

"And  if  you  do  see  the  signal  of  safety,  Master 
mt.  what  is  to  be  done  then  7" 
"Why  then,  and  in  that  case,  I  must  keep  off  till 
(ht,  and  then  run  you,  with  the  kegs  and  the  Rst  of 
sluinU^,  ashore  at  Skinbumess." 
"And  thrn  I  am  to  meet  with  this  same  Laird 
K)m  I  have  the  letter  fori"  continued  Fairfoni. 
*That."  said  Ewarl,  "is  thert^after  as  it  n:aybe: 
J  ship  has  its  course— the  fatr-lrader  has  hie  port— 

1  it  is  not  so  easy  to  sav  where  the  Laird  may  be 
uid.  l^uc  he  will  be  within  twenty  miles  of  us,  off 
on— and  it  will  be  my  business  to  guide  you  to 
n." 

fairford  could  not  withstand  the  passing?  impulse 
tmx>r  which  crossed  him,  when  thus  reminded  Chat 
was  so  absolutely  in  the  power  of  a  man,  who,  by 
I  own  account,  had  been  a  pirate,  and  who  was  at 
fient.  in  all  probability,  an  outlaw  as  w(>ll  as  a  eon- 
baiul  trader.  Nanty  Ewart  guessed  the  cause  of 
'  involuntary  shuddering. 

'What  the  devil  should  I  gain,"  he  said,  "by 
■ing  so  [loor  a  c^rd  as  you  are?— Have  1  not  had 
;  of  tminps  in  my  hand,  and  did  I  not  play  it  fairly? 
,  I  say  the  Jumping  Jenny  can  run  in  ntluT  ware 
well  as  kegs.  Put  aipma  and  tau  to  R\rart^  and 
•how  that  will  spell— D've  take  me  now?" 
'No.  indeetl,"  said  Fairford;  "I  am  utterly  igno- 
nt  of  what  you  allude  to  7" 

"Now,  by  Jove  I"  said  Nanty  Ewart,  "thou  art 
her  tht*  detrr^iSt  or  the  shallow(>st  fellow  I  ever  met 
th— or  you  are  not  right  after  all.  I  wonder  where 
imnier'Vet-s  could  pick  up  such  a  tender  along- 
wp.  Will  you  let  me  see  his  letter?" 
Pairford  did  nut  hesitate  to  gratify  his  wish,  whi<;h, 
I  was  aware,  he  could  not  easily  resist.  The  master 
I  the  Jun  puijg  Jemiy  looked  at  the  direction  very  at- 


tcntively.then  turned  the  letter  to  and  fro.and  examined 
I  each  flourish  of  the  pen,  as  if  he  were  jiidgin;?of  a 
I  piece  of  ornamented  maniiscnpt;  then  handed  it  back 
to  Fairf.»rd,  without  a  simile  won!  of  remark. 

"  Am  I  right  now?"  said  the  young  lawyer. 

"Why,  for  that  matter,"  answered  Nantv,  "thi» 
letter  is  right,  sure  enough ;  but  whether  you  are  right 
or  not,  is  your  own  hiisinesfl.  rather  than  mine."— 
And,. striking  upon  a  flint  with  the  back  of  a  knife, 
he  kindled  a  cigar  as  thick  as  his  flnger,  and  began 
to  smoke  away  with  great  perseverance, 

Afan  Fairford  continued  to  regard  him  with  a 
melancholy  feehng  divided  betwixt  the  interest  he 
took  in  the  unhap|T>'  man,  and  a  not  unnatural  appre- 
hension for  the  issue  of  his  own  adventure. 

Ewnrt,  notwithstanding  the  stupifying  nature  of  hia 
pastime,  seemed  to  guess  what  was  working  in  hia 
passenger's  mind ;  for,  aOer  they  had  remained  some 
time  engaged  in  silently  observing  each  other,  he  sud- 
denly dashed  his  cigar  on  the  deck,  and  said  to  him, 
"Well  then,  if  you  are  sorry  for  me,  I  am  sorry  for 
you.  D— n  me,  if  I  have  cared  a  button  for  man  or 
mother's  son,  since  two  years  since,  when  I  had 
another  pet;it  of  Jack  Hadaway.  The  fellow  was  got 
as  fat  as  a  Norway  whale— married  toa  creat  Dutch- 
built  quean  that  had  brought  him  six  children.  I  be^ 
lieve  he  did  not  know  me,  and  thought  I  was  come  tD 
rob  his  house ;  however,  I  made  up  a  poor  face,  and 
told  him  who  I  was.  Poor  Jack  would  have  uven 
me  shelter  and  clothes,  and  bt*gan  to  tell  me  oTthe 
moidores  that  were  in  bank,  when  I  wanted  them. 
K^d,  he  changcti  his  note  when  I  told  him  what  my 
life  had  btrn,  and  only  wanted  to  pay  me  my  caaa 
and  get  rid  of  me.  I  never  saw  so  terrified  a  visage. 
I  hurst  out  a-laugliing  in  his  face,  told  him  it  was  all 
a  humbug,  and  that  the  rnoulori's  were  all  his  own, 
henceforth  and  for  ever,  and  so  ran  ofl*.  I  caused  one 
of  our  r*<  opie  send  him  a  hag  of  tea  and  a  keg  of 
brandy,  before  T  left- poor  Jack  !  I  think  you  are  the 
second  person  thf«!  ten  year^  that  has  cared  a  tobac- 
co-sio|!iH.T  for  Nantv  Ewart." 

"  Perhaps,  Mr.  Ewart,"  said  Fairford,  "  you  live 
chiefly  with  men  too  dwply  intercste<l  for  their  own 
immediate  safety,  to  think  much  upon  the  distreaa  of 
others?" 

"  And  with  whom  do  you  yourself  consort,  I  pray  ?" 
replied  Nanty,  smartly.  *^Whv  with  plotters,  that 
ran  make  no  plot  to  better  purpose  than  their  own 
hanging;  and  incendiari(^s,  that  are  snapping  the  flint 
upon  wVt  tinder.  You'll  as  soon  raise  the  dead  aa 
raise  the  Hi;,'hlarids«— you'll  as  soon  get  a  grunt  from 
n  dead  sow  as  any  comfort  from  Wales  or  Cheshire. 
You  think  becaus«'  the  pot  is  boiling,  that  no  scuin 

but  yourscancoineiinpermosl— I  know  better,  by . 

All  these  rarktts  and  riots  that  you  think  are  trending 
your  wav,  have  no  n>ialion  at  all  to  vour  interest; 
and  the  best  way  to  make  the  whole  kingdom  frienda 
again  at  once,  would  he  the  alarm  of  such  an  under 
taking  as  these  mad  old  fellows  are  trying  to  launch 
into." 

"  I  really  am  not  in  such  aecrcta  as  you  seem  to 
allude  tu,"^  said  Fairford ;  and,  determined  at  the  same 
time  to  avail  himself  as  far  as  possihie  of  Nanty'a 
cominunicHiive  disposition,  he  added,  with  a  smiley 
"And  if  I  were,  I  should  not  hold  it  prudent  to  make 
them  much  the  subjeei  of  conversation.  But  I  am 
sure,  so  sensible  men  as  iSummertrees  and  the  Laird 
may  correspond  together  without  oHence  to  the  state." 

"I  take  you,  friend— I  take  you,"  said  Nanty  Ewar^ 
upon  whom,  at  length,  the  liquor  and  tobaceo-smoko 
liegan  to  make  considerable  innovation.  "  As  to  what 
gentlemen  may  or  may  not  correspond  about,  why  we 
may  prctrnnit  the  question,  as  the  old  I^rofessor  used 
to  say  at  the  Hall ;  and  as  to  Sunimertrees,  1  will  say 
nothing,  knowing  him  tu  be  an  old  fox.  But  I  aay 
that  this  fellow  the  LainI  is  a  fln^brnnd  in  the  country : 
that  he  is  stirrin^np  all  the  honest  fellows  who  should 
he  drinking  their  brandy  quietly,  by  telling  tbem 
stories  (ibout  their  ancestors  and  the  forty-five;  and 
that  he  is  trying  to  turn  all  waters  into  hie  own  mill 
dani,  and  to  set  his  sails  to  all  winds.  .And  hocanau 
the  Ijondon  people  are  roaring  about  for  some  pinchoa 
of  their  own,  he  thinks  to  win  them  to  his  turn  with 
a  wet  flnger.    And  he  Reta  encourattenienl  from  i 
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becaiwp  they  want  a  inell  of  moni'y  from  him  ;  and 
from  uihefB,  beraiiM  tncy  fought  for  (hi;  cauwonre, 
and  are  UAhamt'd  to  ;;o  back;  and  uthent,  Ix'cnuM- 
ihcy  h:iv#'  nuthinK  U^lose;  an'i  othrTP,  In-cauHo  ihty 
Bre.  (liHOoriN-ntfMl  ff>ol9.  Ihu  if  he  hna  broii;;lit  you,  or 
■nyrom*,  I  nay  not  whom,  into  this  acraiN',  with  the. 
hope  of  lUnuiii  any  p>od,  he's  a  d— d  decoy-duck,  and 
that's  all  I  can  say  for  him ;  and  you  arefjit'ese,  which 
M  wonKf  than  Iteini^  diicoy-ilucks,  or  lame-ducks 
^ther.  .And  ho  here  is  to  the  prosperity  of  KinK 
Georj;c  th«-  Third,  and  the  truu  Presbyterian  ruli^ion, 
and  rcmfu^ion  to  the  Potm;,  the  Devil,  and  the  Pretend- 
er !— I'll  tell  you  what,  Mr.  Fairbairn,  I  am  but  tenth 
owner  of  tliis  bit  of  a  craft,  the  Jnnipin^f  Juiny-ybut 
U:nih  owner— and  must  sail  her  by  my  owm-n*  direc- 
tion.s.  But  if  I  were  wliole  owner,  I  would  not  have 
the  brig  bi;  made  a  ferr>'-boal  for  your  jacobitical.  old- 
fashioned  Popish  riff-ratr,  Mr.  Fairport— I  would  not, 
by  my  soul ;  they  should  walk  the  plank,  by  the  gods, 
as  I  have  sc.'en  better  men  do  when  I  sailed  under  the 
What-d'ye-callum  coKNirs.  But  bein;{  contraband 
KooiLs,  and  on  board  my  vessel,  and  I  with  my  snilin)< 
orders  in  my  hand,  whv,  I  am  to  forward  them  as  di- 
rected—I  say,  John  Itimerts,  ket.'p  her  up  a  bit  with  the 
helm.— .And  so,  Mr.  Fairweather,  what  I  do  is— as 
the  d— d  villain  Turnpenny  says— all  in  the  way  of 
business." 

Ho  had  been  speaking  with  diHiculty  for  the  last 
fivo  minutes,  and  now  at  length  dropptul  on  the  deck, 
fairly  silencul  by  the  quantity  of  sfiirits  which  he  had 
•wallowed,  out  without  having  shown  any  glimpse  of 
the  gayety,  or  even  of  the  extravagance,  of  intoxi- 
cation. 

The  old  sailor  stepped  forward  and  flung  a  sea-cloak 
over  the  slumbcror^s  shouldi^rs,  and  added,  looking  at 
Fairford,  "Pity  of  him  he  should  have  this  fault;  for 
without  it,  he  would  have  iH'cn  as  clover  a  fellow  as 
ever  trodca  plank  with  ox  leather." 
"Anil  what  are  we  to  do  now  ?"  said  Fairford. 
"  Stand  off  and  on,  to  b«  sure,  till  we  see  the  signal, 
and  then  obey  orders." 

So  saving,  the  old  man  turned  to  his  duty,  and  left 
the  passenger  to  amuse  himself  with  his  own  medita- 
tions. Prrtsently  afterward  a  light  column  of  smoke 
was  socn  ri.aing  from  the  little  headland. 

"I  can  tell  you  what  we  are  to  do  now,  master," 
sakl  the  sailor.  "  We'll  stand  out  to  sea,  and  then 
run  in  again  with  the  evening  tide,  and  make  Skin- 
burness;  or,  if  there's  not  light,  we  can  run  into  the 
Wainixx>l  river,  and  put  yon  ashore  about  Kirkbride 
or  Lcaths,  with  the  long-noat." 

Fairford,  unwell  before,  felt  this  destination  coii- 
demneihhim  to  an  agony  of  many  hours,  which  his 
disordered  stomach  and  aching  head  were  ill  able  to 
endure.  There  was  no  remedy,  nowover|but  patience, 
and  the  recollection  that  he  was  suffering  in  the 
cause  of  friendship.  As  the  sim  rose  high,  he  became 
worse ;  his  sense  of  smell  appeared  to  acquire  a  mor- 
bid degree  of  aciiteness,  for  the  mere  purpose  of  inhal- 
ing and  distinguishing  all  the  various  odours  with 
which  he  was  surrounded,  from  that  of  pitcli,  to  all 
the  complicated  smells  of  the  hold.  His  heart,  too, 
throbbed  under  the  heat,  and  he  felt  as  if  in  full  pro- 
gress towards  a  high  fever. 

The  seamen,  who  were  civil  and  attentive,  con«- 
dering  their  calling,  observtil  his  distress,  and  one 
contrived  to  make  an  awning  out  of  an  old  sail, 
while  another  compounded  some  lemonade^  the  only 
liquor  which  their  iias.senja^or  rould  l>e  prevailed  upon 
to  touch.  After  drinking  it  off,  he  obtained,  but  could 
not  be  said  to  enjoy,  a  few  hours  of  troubled  slumber. 


CHAPTER  XV. 

NARaATIVX  OP  ALAN  FAIRPOftD,   COimKVED. 

Alan  Fairpord's  spirit  was  more  ready  to  encoun- 
ter labour  than  his  frame  was  adequate  to  support  it. 
In  spite  of  his  exertions,  when  he  awoke,  after  five 
or  six  hours'  slumber,  he  found  that  ho  was  ao  much 
disabled  by  dizziness  in  his  head,  and  pains  in  his 
limbs,  that  he  could  not  raise  hinisHf  without  aasist- 
anoc.  He  heard  with  some  pleasure  that  they  were 
BOW  running  right  Cor  the  Wampool'  river,  biuI  that  1 


he  would  be  put  on  shore  in  a  very  ahort  timcL  Tbi 
vessel  accordingly  lay  to,  and  presently  showed  i 
weft  in  her  ensign,  which  was  nastily  answered  bjr 
signals  from  on  shore.  Men  and  hi>rses  were  sen 
to  come  down  the  broken  path  which  leads  to  the 
shore:  the  latter  all  propt^rly  tackled  for  carryiaff 
their  loading.  Twenty  fishing  barka  were  .pothn 
afloat  at  oiice«  and  crowded  round  the  brig  wiik 
much  clamour,  laughter,  cursing,  and  jesting.  Amidn 
all  this  apparent  confusion  then:  was  the  essen'^ 
regularity.  N an ty  K wart  again  walked  hisquirt» 
deck  as  if  he  had  iwver  tasted  sptirits  in  his  life,  imad 
the  nef'uss.iry  orders  with  precision,  and  saw  thai 
executed  with  punctuality.  In  half  an  hour  the  knd- 
ing  of  the  brig  was  in  a  great  measure  disfioaed  ia  the 
boat8;  m  a  quarter  of  an  hour  more,  it  was  lai  '  ' 
on  the  beach,  and  another  interval  of  about  thei 
duration  was  sufficient  to  distribute  it  on  the  vai 
strings  of  packhonn.s  which  waited  for  that  purpose 
and  which  instantly  dispersed,  each  on  its  own  pro- 
per adventure.  More  mystery  was  observed,  in  load- 
ing tlie  ship's  boat  wiih  a  quantity  of  small  bandi^ 
which  s(.H.'med  t4)  contain  ammunition.  This  wai 
n<it  done  until  the  commercial  customers  had  bsea 
dismisHi-d ;  and  it  was  not  until  this  was  perfomMd 
that  Kwart  proposed  to  Alan,  as  he  lay  stunned  with 
pain  and  noise,  to  accumpany  hJm  ashore. 

It  was  with  difficulty  that  Fairford  could  gctonr 
the  side  of  the  vessel,  and  he  (»uld  not  seat  ninwif 
on  tht!  stern  of  the  lioat  without  assistance  from  the 
captain  and  his  people.  Nanty  Ewarl,  wh<>  saw  no- 
thing in  this  worse  than  an  ordinary  fit  of  sea-act 
niiss,  applied  the  usual  tonics  uf  conaulation.  Ht 
assured  his  passc^nger  that  he  would  be  quite  well  Vf 
and  by,  when  he  had  been  half  an  htwr  on  terra  fr> 
ma,  and  that  he  hoped  to  drink  a  can  and  smokes 

f)\pc  with  him  at  Father  Cracken thorp's,  for  all  thit 
le  felt  a  little  out  of  the  way  for  riding  the  wooden 
horsi\ 

"Who  is  Father  Cracken  thorp  7"  said  FaiiM 
though  s(uircely  able  to  articulate  the  question. 

"As  honest  a  fellow  as  is  of  a  thousand,**  answcftd 
Nanty.  "  Ah,  how  much  good  brandy  he  and  I  hivt 
made  little  of  in  our  day !  By  my  soul,  Mr.  Fairfaiid. 
he  is  the  prince  of  skinkers^  and  the  father  of  the  fm 
trade— not  a  stingy  hyiwcritical  devil  like  old  Timn 
penny  Skinflint,  that  drinks  druik  on  other,  Iblk'f 
cost,  and  thinks  it  sin  when  he  has  to  pay  tor  it— bit 
a  real  hearty  old  cock ;— the  sharks  have  Dceo  at  wad 
about  him  this  niany  aday,  but  Father  Crackenthofp 
knows  how  to  trim  his  sails — never  a  warrant  but  hi 
hears  of  it  before  the  ink's  dry.  He  is  bonus  toeiai 
with  headboroiigh  and  constaldc.  The  King's  Ex* 
chetfuer  could  not  bribe  a  man  to  inform  against  him. 
If  any  such  rascal  were  to  cast  up,  why,  he  wooU 
miss  nis  ears  next  morning,  or  be  sent  to  seek  them 
in  the  Solway.  He  is  a  statesman,*  though  he  k^ 
a  public ;  but,  indeed,  that  is  only  for  convcnienoe^ 
and  to  excuse  his  naving  ccllar^e  and  folk  abort 
him;  his  wife's  a  canny  woman— and  his  dauglitet 
Doll  too.  Gad,  youMI  be  in  port  there  till  yoa  get 
round  again ;  and  I'll  keep  my  woni  with  >'ou,  lod 
bring  you  to  speech  ox  the  Lainl.  Gad,  the  only  tnw- 
hie  1  shall  have  is  to  get  you  out  of  the  house;  fi>r 
Doll  is  a  rare  wench,  and  my  dame  a  funny  old  ona 
and  Father  Crackenthorp  the  rarest  companioti! 
He'll  drink  you  a  bottle  of  rum  or  brandy  withuot 
stnrting.  but  never  wet  his  lips  with  that  nasty  Scot* 
tish  HiutT  that  the  canting  old  scoundrel  Turnpenny 
has  brouifht  into  fashion.  He  is  a  ^ntleman,  eveiy 
inch  of  him,  old  Crackenthorp:  in  his  own  way,  that 
is;  and  besides,  he  has  a  snare  in  the  JumpiDji 
Jenny,  and  many  a  moonlight  outflt  beeidea.  He 
can  give  Doll  a  pretty  penny,  if  he  likes  the  tight  (el- 
low  that  would  turn  m  with  her  for  hte." 

In  the  midst  of  this  prolonged  paiU!g>Tic  on  Fatbet 
Crnckonihorp,  the  boat  touched  the  beach,  the  row- 
ers backed  their  oars  to  keep  her  afloat,  whilst  the 
other  fellows  jumped  into  thi^surf,  and,  with  the  most 
rapid  dexTe.'iiy  began  to  hand  the  barrels  ashore. 

"  Up  with  them  higher  on  the  beach,  my  heartiei,'* 
exclaimed  IVianty  Ewart — "  High  and  dry — higk 
and  dry— this  gear  will  not  btand  wettinft.  Noi^ 
*  4k  maU  laadsd  proprieiQc 
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(Mt  with  our  qmre  hand  herp— hlp;h  and  dry  with  him 
too.  What's  that?— !he  KaUopnff  of  horse!  Oh,  I 
hear  the  jingle  of  the  packsaddlcs— they  are  our  own 

By  ihin  time  all  the  boat's  load  was  ashore,  con- 
MUdc  of  the  little  barrels ;  and  the  boat's  crew, 
■tanauig  to  their  arm^  ranecd  tbemst^lves  in  front, 
vaiiiag  the  advance  of  the  norscs  which  came  clnt- 
tering  along  the  beach.  A  man,  oven^rown  with  cor- 
pimee^  who  mij^ht  be  distinguished  in  the  moon- 
Bglit,  panting  with  his  own  exertions,  aupcared  at 
'  i  head  uf  the  cavalcade,  whicii  roiisistrd  of  horses 

*  fid  together,  and  accommodated  with  imcksad- 

t  and  chains  for  accuring  the  kegs,  wiiich  made  a 

dreadful  clattering. 

"How  DOW.  Father  Crackcnthorp  7"  said  Ewart 
— *•  Why  this  hurry  with  your  horses?— We  mean  to 
May  a  night  with  you,  ana  tattte  your  old  brandy,  and 
■y  dame  fl  home-brewed.  This  signal  is  up,  man, 
and  all  is  right" 

"Ail  is  wrong.  Captain  Nanty,"  cried  the  man  to 
whom  he  spoke;  "and  you  arc  the  lad  that  is  like  to 
tad  it  so,  unless  you  bundle  off— there  are  new  brooms 
bought  at  Carlisle  yesterday  to  sweep  the  country  of 
yoi«nd  tlie  likeof  you— so  you  were  better  be  jogging 


"How  many  rogues  are  the  officers  ?— If  not  more 
than  ten,  I  will  make  fight." 

"Tlie  devil  you  will  I"  answered  Crackcnthorp. 
"^Ton  were  better  not,  for  they  have  the  bloody-backed 
fanons  ^m  Carlisle  with  them." 

•^'ay.  then,  said  Nanty,  "  we  must  make  sail.— 
Gmie^  Maater  Fairiord,  you  must  mount  and  ride. 
-He  does  not  hear  nje— he  has  fainted,  I  believe— 
wut  the  de>'il  shall  I  do?— Father  Crackcnthorp,  I 
jMR  lesTe  this  young  fellow  with  you  till  the  gale 
ibws  out— hark  ye— goes  betwetm  the  Laird  and  the 
t'other  old  one;  he  can  neither  ride  nor  walk— I  must 
md  him  up  to  you." 

"Send  him  up  to  the  gallows!"  said  Cracken- 
Aoip;  "there  is  Quartermaster  Thwacker,  with 
hreoty  men,  up  vonder;  an  he  had  not  some  kind- 
Baa  for  Ddl,  I  had  never  got  hither  for  a  start- 
iSKjou  must  get  oiT,  or  they  will  be  here  to  seek  us, 
far  bis  orders  are  woundy  particular;  and  these  kegs 
Mtain  worse  than  whisky— a  hanging  matter,  I 
■ke  it." 
"I  wish  they  were  at  the  bottom  of  Wampool  river, 
lilk  them  they  belong  to,"  said  Nanty  Rwart.  "  But 
bey  are  part  of  cargo,  and  what  to  do  with  the  poor 

mms  fellow" 

"Why,  many  a  better  fellow  has  roughed  it  on 
be  grass,  with  a  cloak  o'er  him,"  said  Cmckenthorp. 
'if  be  hath  a  fcver,  nothing  is  so  cooling  as  the 
Hhi  air." 

^Yes,  he  would  be  cold  enough  in  the  morning, 
»  doubt :  but  it's  a  kind  heart,  and  shall  not  cool  so 
non,  if  I  can  help  it,"  answered  the  captain  of  the 
lompinK  Jenny. 

.  "  Well  Cay  tain,  an  ye  will  risk  your  own  neck  for 
mother  man  s,  why  not  take  him  to  the  old  girls  at 
hirlsdies?" 

"What,  the  Miss  Arthurets !— The  Papist  jades  ! 
Bat  never  mind :  it  will  do— I  have  known  them 
take  in  a  whole  sloop's  crew  that  were  stranded  on 
Iha  sands." 

*'Toa  may  run  some  risk,  though,  by  turning  up  to 
Fdriadies;  for  I  ted  you  they  are  all  up  through  the 
•oantry." 

"Never  mind— I  may  chance  to  put  some  of  them 
dawn  agam,"  said  Nanty,  chetrfully.— "  Come,  lads, 
haatle  to  your  tackle.    Are  you  all  loaded  ?" 

'"A}',  ay,  Captain t  we  will  be  ready  in  a  jifiy,"  an- 
•vercd  the  gang,  , 

"D— n  your  captains  I— Have  you  a  mind  to 
Mve  me  haoged  if  I  am  taken  ?— All's  hail-fellow, 
•hre." 

"A  stip  at  parting,"  said  Father  Crackcnthorp, 
eiteixfing  a  flask  to  Nanty  Ewart. 

"Not  the  twentieth  part  of  a  drop,"  said  Nanty. 

No  Duteh  ooinvge  for  me— my  heart  is  always  high 
cttMKh  when  there's  a  chance  of  fighting:  besides. 
tf  I  five  drunk,  1  should  like  to  die  sober.— Here,  old 
icphnn— you  an  cha  best'Oatured  brute  amongst 


them— pet  the  lad  between  us  on  a  quiet  horse,  and 
we  will  keep  him  npriiflu,  I  warrant." 

As  tliry  raisod  Fairford  from  the  ground,  he  groan- 
ed heavily,  and  asked  faintly  where  they  were  taking 
him  to. 

"  To  a  place  where  you  will  be  as  snug  and  quiet  as 
a  mouse  m  his  hole,"  said  Nanty,  "if  so  be  that  we 
can  gel  you  there  safely.— Good  by,  Fathor  (!^ckeii- 
thorp— poison  the  quartermaster,  if  you  can." 

The  loaded  horses  then  sprang  forward  at  a  hard 
trot,  following  each  other  in  a  line,  and  every  second 
horse  being  mounted  by  a  stout  fellow  in  n  smock- 
fix>ck,  which  served  to  conceal  the  arms  with  which 
most  of  these  desperate  men  were  provided.  Ewart 
followed  in  the  rear  of  the  line,  and.  with  the  occa- 
sional assistance  of  old  Jejihson,  kept  his  young 
charge  erect  in  the  saddle.  He  groaned  heavily  from 
time  to  time;  and  Ewart,  more  moved  with  compas- 
sion for  his  situation  than  might  have  been  expected 
from  his  own  habits,  endeavoured  to  amuse  him  and 
comfort  him,  by  some  account  of  the  place  to  which 
they  were  conveying  him-7-hip  words  of  consolation 
being,  however,  frequently  interrupted  by  the  necessity 
of  calling  to  his  people,  and  many  of  them  being  lost 
amongst  the  rattling  of, the  barrols.  and  clinking  of 
the  tackle  and  small  chains  by  which  they  are  secured 
on  such  occasions. 

"And  you  sec,  brother,  you  will  be  in  safe  quarters 
at  Fairladies— good  old  scrambling  house— good  old 
maids  enough,  if  they  were  not  Papists.- Hollo,  yon 
Jack  Lowther;  keep  the  line,  can't  ye,  and  shut  your 
rattle-trap,  you  broth  of  a —  I  And  so,  being  of  a 
good  family,  and  having  enough,  the  old  lasses  have 
turned  a  kind  of  saints,  and  nuns,  and  so  forth.  The 
place  they  live  in  was  some  sort  of  a  nun-shop  lone 
ago,  as  they  have  them  still  in  Flanders;  so  folk  call 
tnem  theVestalsofFairladiesT-that  may  beor  may  not 
be :  and  I  care  not  whether  it  be  or  no.— Blinkinsop, 
hold  your  tongue,  and  bed— d!— And  so.  betwixt 
great  alms  and  good  dinners,  theyrarc  well  thought  of 
ny  rich  and  poor,  and  their  trucking  with  Papists  is 
looked  over.  There  are  plenty  of  priests,  and  stout 
young  scholars,  and  such  like,  about  the  house— it's 
a  hive  of  them— More  ahame  that  government  send 
dragoons  out  after  a  few  honest  fellows  that  bring  the 
old  women  of  England  a  drop  of  brandy,  and  let  these 
ragamuffins  stnuggle  in  as  much  papistry  and— 
Hark  !— was  that  a  whistle  ?— No,  it's  only  a  plover. 
You.  Jem  Collier,  keep  a  look-out  a-head— we'll  meet 
them  at  the  High  Whins,  or  Broi thole  bottom,  or  no- 
where, (jro  a  furlong  a-nead,  I  sav,  and  look  sharp. 
—These  Miss  Arthurets  feed  the  hungry,  and  clothe 
the  naked,  and  such  like  acts— which  my  poor  father 
used  to  say  were  filthy  ragH,  but  he  dressed  himself 
out  with  as  many  of  them  as  most  folk.— D— n  that 
stumbling  horse!  Father  Crackcnthorp  should  be 
d-d  himself  for  putting  an  honest  fellow's  neck  in 
such  jeopardy." 

Thus,  and  with  much  more  to  the  same  purpose, 
Nanty  ran  on,  increasingly  his  well-intended  annoy- 
ance^ the  agony  of  Alan  Fair  ford,  who,  tormented  by 
racking  pain  along  the  back  and  loins,  which  made 
the  rough  trot  of  the  horse  torture  to  him,  had  bis 
aching  head  still  further  rendered  and  split  by  the 
hoarse  voice  of  the  sailor,  close  to  his  ear.  Perfectly 
passive,  however,  he  did  not  even  essay  to  give  any 
answer ;  and  indeed  his  own  bodily  distress  was  now 
so  great  and  engrossing,  that  to  think  of  his  situation 
was  impossible,  even  if  he  could  have  mended  it  by 
doing  so. 

Their  course  was  inland ;  but  in  what  direction, 
Alan  had  no  means  of  ascertaining.  They  passed  at 
first  over  heaths  and  sandy  downs ;  they  crossed  mora 
than  one  brook,  or  beck,  as  they  an'  called  in  that 
country— some  of  them  of  considerable  depth— and  at 
length  reached  a  cultivated  country,  divided,  accordinir 
to  the  English  fashion  of  agriculture,  into  very  small 
fields  or  closes,  by  high  banks,  overgrown  with  im- 
dorwoodj  and  surmounted  by  hedge-row  trees,  amongst 
which  winded  a  number  of  impracticable  and  com- 
plicated lanes,  where  the  boughs  projecting  from  tho 
embankments  on  each  side,  intercepted  the  light  of 
the  moon,  and  endangered  tho  safety  of  the  horsenfien. 
But,  through  this  labyrinth  the  expenenceof  the  guides 
19* 
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eonducted  thorn  without  a  blunder,  and  without  r-von 
the  plookenint?  of  their  pare.  In  many  placet*,  how- 
ever, it  was  iinpo!*f<ibie  lor  three  men  to  nlf.  abrr-ost : 
and  thert^fore  the  burden  of  Buprxirtiti^  Alan  Fairfonl 
fell  allernatf'ly  to  old  J(ph.<v>n,  and  to  Nnntv;  and  it 
wan  with  much  diHicuUy  thai  they. could  keep  him 
upright  in  his  Rndfllv. 

At  length  when  hi«  powem  of  wiffcrance  were  quite 
worn  out,  and  ho  waa  nlMMit  to  implorn  ihfui  to  leave 
him  to  lii»  fate  in  the  first  cottage  or  8h«l— or  undt-r 
a  hoystack  or  a  hwlKc— or  any  where,  ao  he  was  I'ft 
at  ease.  Collier,  who  rode  a-nead,  passH  back  the 
word  that  they  wen^  at  the  avenue  to  Fairladiea— 
**  Was  he  to  turn  up  7" 

Comniiirin;*  the  clinnie  of  Fairfonl  to  Jrphson, 
Nunly  daHiifxl  up  to  the  head  of  the  troop,  and  gave 
his  orders.—**  Who  knows  the  house  best  ?" 

"Sam  Skelton's  a  Calh»»lic,"  said  Ixjwther. 

"A  d— d  bad  relifiijm,"  said  Nnnty,  of  whose  Pres- 
byterian education,  a  hatred  of  Popcrv  seemed  to  be 
the  only  remnant.  "But  I  am  f^lna  there  is  one 
amonfcst  us,  any  how.— Vou,  Sam,  heint;  a  Papist, 
know  Fairladle.s,  and  the  old  maidens,  I  dare  soy ;  so 
do  you  fall  out  of  the  line,  and  wait  here  with  mi>; 
anddo  you  Collier,  carry  on  to  Walinford  Iwttom.  thfrn 
turn  down  the  beck  till  vou  come  to  the  old  mill,  and 
Cjoodnmn  Ori«i  the  Miller  or  old  Pwl-the-Caji9«*way, 
will  tell  you  where  to  stow ;  but  I  will  bo  up  with  you 
before  that." 

The  string  of  loaded  horses  then  struck  forward  at 
their  former  pace,  while  Nanty,  with  Sam  Sk«;lron, 
wailed  by  the  road-nido  till  the  rear  came  up,  when 
Jephson  and  Fairford  joined  them.  and.  to  the  preat 
iBlief  of  the  latter,  they  be^^an  to  procctxl  at  an  easier 
pace  than  formerly,  aiifrerins  the  jransj  to  preeetle 
them,  till  the  clatter  and  elatig  attending  their  pro- 
gress bf^an  to  die  away  in  the  distance.  They  liad 
not  proceede<l  a  piat#>l-shot  from  the  plac»;  where  they 
parted,  when  a  short  iiirnini;  brousht  them  in  front 
of  an  old  mouldering  ^tc-way.  whose  htmvy  pinna- 
cles were  decorated  in  the  style  of  the  Si?ventecnth 
century,  with  clumsy  architectural  oniauionts;  several 
of  which  had  fallen  down  fnmi  decay,  and  lay  sf^at- 
tered  about,  no  fiirther  care  bavins  lH?en  taken  than 
just  to  remove  them  out  of  the  direct  approach  to  the 
avenue.  The  great  stone  pillars,  dimmerini;  white  in 
the  moonliq;hl,  had  some  fancitul  resemblance  to 
supernatural  apparitions,  and  the  air  of  ne^^leet  ail 
arotmd,  gave  an  uncomfortable  idea  of  the  habitation 
to  those  who  passed  its  avenue. 

"  There  used  to  be  no  gate  here,"  said  Skelton,  find- 
ioff  (heir  way  unexpectedly  stopped. 

But  there  is  a  gate  now,  and  a  porter  too,"  said  a 
fough  voice  from  within.  "  Who  i>e  you,  and  what 
do  you  want  at  this  time  of  night?" 

"  We  want  to  come  to  speech  of  the  ladies— of  the 
Miss  Arthurctb."  said  Nanty;  "and  to  ask  lodging 
for  a  siek  man." 

"There  is  no  speech  to  be  had  of  the  Miss  Arihorets 
al  this  time  of  night,  and  you  mav  carry*  your  sick 
man  to  the  doctor,"  answered  the  fellow  from  within, 
gruffly ;  "  for  as  sure  as  there  is  savour  in  salt,  and 
■cent  in  rosemary,  you  will  get  no  entrance— put  your 
pipes  up  and  be  jogging  on.*' 

"••Why,  Dick  Gardener,"  aaid  Skelton.  "be  thou 
then  turned  portur?" 

"  What,  do  you  know  who  I  am  7"  said  the  domestic 
ahanily. 

"1  know  yK»u,  by  your  by-word."  answered  the 
other;  "What,  have  vou  forgot  little  Sam  Skelton, 
and  the  brock  m  the  barrel  7' 

"No,  I  have  not  forgotten  you,"  answered  the  ac- 
<liiaintance  of  Sam  Skelton ;  ^'  but  my  orders  arc  pe- 
lemptory  to  let  no  one  up  the  avenue  this  night,  and 
therefore" — - 

"  But  we  are  armed,  and  will  not  be  kept  back," 
«atd  Nanty.  "  Hark  ye,  fellow,  were  it  not  better  for 
you  to  take  a  guinea  and  let  us  in,  than  to  have  us 
Dreak  the  uoor  firnt  and  thy  pate  afterwards  7  for  I 
won't  free  my  comrade  die  at  your  door— be  assured 
of  that." 

"  Why,  I  dunna  know. "  aaid  the  fellow ;  "  but  what 
cattle  w»re  those  that  rode  by  in  such  hurry  7" 

■^Why,  tome  of  oarXolk^m  BowneaSi  Stooiecul- 


I  trum,  and  thereby,**  answered  SHcelton  ;  "Jack  Low- 
I  ther,  and  old  JcpliMiii,  and  broad  Will  Laniplugli,  aaj 
'.  such  like" 

"Wdl,"'  said  Dick  Onrdener,  "assure  as  there ii 
'  savHir  in  salt,  and  scent  in  rosemar>',  I  thought  it 
I  hnd  lMi<n  the  troopi^rs  from  Carlisle  and  Wi^too,  ui 
!  th(''si>nn(l  brought  my  heart  to  my  mouth." 
I  "  Had  thought  tlwiu  wouldst  have  known  the  clatter 
I  of  a  cask  from  the  clash  uf  a  broadsword,  as  wellu 
'  e'er  a  quaflcr  in  Cunil>erland,"  answert-d  Skeltoa. 
,  "  Come,  brothti",  less  uf  your  jaw,  and  more  of  yow 
I  legs,  if  you  please,''  said  -\anty ;  "every  moment  we 
!  stay  is  a  moment  lost.  (So  to  the  ladies,  and  Il'II  then 
'  that  Nanty  Kwart,  of  ihe  Jumping  Jenny,  hasbrouxtat 
a  yminfr  ^;»ritb  nirin,  diargt-d  with  letters  fri<ni  Scot- 
I  land,  to  a  certain  gentleman  of  consetjuence  ioCnrn 
'  biTland— that  the  soldiers  are  out,  and  the  ^cntlemaB 
I  is  very  ill.  atid  if  he  is  not  received  at  Fairladiet,  he 
i  must  be  left  either  to  die  at  the  gate,  or  to  be  take^ 
I  with  nil  his  pnprrs  about  him,  bv  th«?  redcoats." 
'  Away  run  Dick  (iardencr  with  this  mesf^age;  and, 
I  in  a  few  minutes,  lights  were  seen  to  flit  about,  whiek 
convinced  Fairford,  who  was  now,  in  conseouence «f 
I  the  halt,  a  little  restored  to  self-posse^fion,  that  thef 
;  were  traversing  the  front  of  a  tolerably  large  manaoa- 
houso. 

"  What  if  thy  friend,  Dick  Gardener,  comes  not 
back  a^iain  7"  said  Jephson  to  Skelton. 

"Why,  then,"  said  the  person  addrwacd,  "1  shiD 
owi>  him  just  sin'h  a  lickmg  as  thou,  old  Jepbsoo, 
liadst  from  Dun  Cooke,  and  will  pay  aa  duly  and  tmlf 
as  hf  did." 

The  old  man  was  alwut  to  make  an  angry  repfe 

when  his  doubts  wen;  silenced  by  the  return  of  Dklt 

fiardener  who  announct-d  that  Mies  Arthun^t  wif 

coming  herself  as  far  as  the  gateway  to  spcuk  wilfa 

■  ihcm. 

t     Nnnty  Ewart  curse<I.  in  a  low  tone,  the  suspkioD 

I  of  old  maids  and  the  churlish  scruples  of  Calhplija. 

!  that  made  so  many  obstacles  to  helping  a  feiluw* 

I  creature,  and  wisht»d  Miss  Arthuret  a  hearty  rhea- 

matism  or  toothache  as  the  reward  of  her  excuraoai 

but  the  lady  presently  appearwl,  to  cut  short  fartha 

gnimbling.    She  was  attended  by  u  waiting- iiiaid 

with  a  lanieni,  by  means  of  which  she  e.tuiDina 

the  party  on  the  outside,  as  closely  as  the  inverfeel 

light,  and  the  spars  of  the  newly-erected  gate,  wooii 

pennit. 

"  1  am  sorr>'  we  have  disturbed  you  bo  late,  Madam 

Arthuret,"  said  Nanty :  "  but  the  case  is  this'* 

"  Holy  Virgin,"  said  she  "why  do  you  speak  » 
loud  7  Prav.  arc  yuu  not  the  Captain  of  the  Saint« 
Genevieve  7 

"Why,  ay,  ma'am,"  answered  Ewart,  "they  call  die 
brig  so  at  Dunkirk,  sure  enough ;  but  along  short 
here,  thev  call  her  the  Jumping  Jenny." 

"  Vou  bmuglu  over  the  holy  I>^ther  Buooaventio^ 
did  you  not?" 

"  Ay.  ay,  madam,  I  have  brought  over  enough  o 
them  black  cattle,"  answered  Nanty. 

"  Fie !  fie  I  friend,"  said  Miss  Arthuret ;  "it  isapit> 
that  the  saints  should  commit  these  good  men  to  I 
heretic's  care." 

"Why.  no  more  thev  would,  ma'am,"  answerei' 
Nnnty,  "could  thi»\' find  a  Papish  lubber  that  knew 
the  c«vast  as  I  do :  then  I  am  trusty  as  st«H^I  to  ownera 
and  a  I  ways  look  after  cargo — live  lumber,  ordead  fiesh 
or  spirits,  all  is  one  to  me;  and  your  Catholics  ban 
such  d— d  lan;e  hoa<ls,  with  pardon,  ma'am,  that  they 
can  sometimes  hide  two  faces  under  tlK'm.  But  hers 
is  a  gentleman  dpng,  with  letters  about  him  from  the 
Lninl  of  SummertrtH's  to  the  Laird  of  die  Lochs,  al 
they  coll  him,  along  Sol  way,  and  every  minute  he  litii 
here  is  a  n^il  in  hit*  cofTm.* 

" Saint  jVIary I  what  shall  we  do?"  said  Mia 
Arthuret ;  "  wi^  must  admit  him,  I  think,  at  all  risk^ 
Vou,  Richard  (lardener,  hcluone  of  these  men  to  carry 
the  gentleman  up  to  the  Place ;  and  you,  Selby,  see 
him  lodged  at  th<*  end  of  the  long  gallery.— You  area 
heretic,  Cantain,  but  I  think  you  are  trusty,  and  I  know 
you  have  been  trusted— but  if  you  are  imposing  oft 

me" 

"Not  I,  madam— never  attempt  to  impose  on  ladiei 
of  Tour  experience— oiy  practicft  that  y^ay  has  boea  aU 
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S  ihe  young  ones.— Come,  cheorly,  Mr.  Pairford 
will  be  taken  good  core  of— try  to  walk." 
n  did  eio ;  and,  relro^luKl  by  \\\a  hnit,  declared 
^If  able  to  walk  to  tiic  hou8<;  with  the  sole  asaist- 
ofthef^ardener. 

'hy,  that's  lit>ariy.  Thank  thee,  Dick,  for  lend- 
ra  ininc  nrm,"~and  Nnnty  8lipi)e<i  into  his  hnnd 
uinea  he  had  promise*!.  — "  Fnrcwell  then,  Mr. 
>ni,  and  fa n^ well,  Maduni  Arthuret,  for  I  nave 
too  lon^  here." 

8a>ing,  he  and  his  two  companions  threw  them- 
lon  horvehark,  and  went  off  at  a  fzailop.  Vet, 
above  the  clatter  of  their  hoofs  did  the  iiicorrigi- 
anty  halloo  out  the  old  ballad— 

"  A  liivoljr  Uin  to  a  friar  ram^, 

Til  eiNifi'Mion  a-niomincr  ''srly  ;— 
'  III  wliat.  my  dt'or,  nru  you  to  blame  t 

CiMne  Hrll  ro#»  moat  ctnrorHy  T 
*  Alaa!  my  fault  1  dare  not  mime — 

But  my  Lad  he  IuiikI  mt>  dear  1  jr.'  " 

oly  Vinzin !"  exclaimed  Miss  Semphina,  as  the 
lowed  »«»unds  reached  her  ears;  "what  profane 
en^  he  thcHe  men,  and  what  fri;;hts  and  pinchcis 
'  put  to  amon^them  I  The  snmts  be  jzood  to  us, 
a  night  hns  this  been !— the  like  never  seen  at 
idles.— Help  me  to  make  fast  the  Rate,  Richard, 
hoii  shalt  come  down  af^in  to  wait  on  it,  lest 
come  more  unwelcome  visiters— Not  that  you 
iwdcnme  ynimf^  gentleman,  for  it  is  siiffiaent 
roil  need  such  assistance  as  wr  can  giveyou;  to 
you  welcome  to  Fnirladies— only,  another  time 
t  have  done  as  well— but,  hem !  1  dare  say  it  is 
'  the  best.  The  avenue  is  none  of  the  smootKeat, 
ok  to  your  feet.  Richard  Gardener  should  have 
t  mown  and  levellerl^  but  he  was  obli}^  to  ^o  on 
rimaee  to  Saint  Winifred's  Well,  in  Wales."— 
J  Dick  Rave  a  short  dry  couch,  which,  as  if  he 
oimd  it  betrayed  some  internal  feelin;?  a  little  at 
ncc  with  what  the  lady  said,  he  converted  into  a 
jnxl  Sancta  H'lni/yeda^  ora  pro  it  obi  a.  Miss 
iret,  mean  time,  proceeded)—"  Wf  never  interfere 
our  servants'  vows  or  penances,  Master  LViirford  , 
now  a  viTy  worthy  father  of  your  name,  piThaps 
ition — I  say,  we  never  in  terfen*  with  our  senants' 
.  Our  Lady  forbid  th<'y  should  not  know  some 
mcc  bctwei'n  our  sinice  and  a  heretic's.— Take 
air,  you  will  fall  if  you  have  not  a  care.  Alas! 
^ht  and  day  there  are  many  stumbling-blocks  in 
aths! 

th  more  talk  to  the  same  purpose,  all  of  which 
d  to  !>how  a  charitable,  and  somewhat  silly  wo- 
with  a  strong  inchnation  to  her  superstitious 
ion.  Miss  Arthuret  entertained  her  new  ;;uest.  as, 
blin)?  at  every  obstacle  which  the  devotion  or  his 
',  Richanl,  had  left  in  the  path,  he  at  last,  bv 
iding  aoinc  stone  steps,  decorated  on  the  aide  with 
n5,  or  some  such  heraldic  anomalies,  attained  a 
ce  extciidincr  in  front  of  the  Place  of  Fairladies; 
d-fanhioned  gentleman's  house  of  some  cons**- 
«»,  with  its  range  of  notched  pable-rnds  and  nar- 
vindowa,  relievtxl  by  here  and  there  an  old  turret 
t  the  size  of  a  ixjpper-lwx.  The  door  was  lock«Hl, 
ig  the  brief  absence  of  the  niiKtress ;  a  dim  light 
■nc-retl  ihnjufrli  the  tjashed  door  of  the  hall,  whu-h 
Bd  beneath  a  huge  stone  norrh,  loadcvl  with  jessa- 
and  oihtr  crecixirs.  All  the  windows  were  dark 
trii. 

a.  Arthuret  lapped  at  the  dtKir.  **  Sister,  sister 
'licar' 

VTki  is  there  7"  was  answered  from  within ;  "  is 
J,  sister  Seraph in«  ?" 

'*e«,  yes,  undo  the  door;  do  )'ou  not  know  my 
if 

Co  doubt,  sister,"  said  Angelica,  undoing  bolt  and 
**but  you  know  our  chan*e,  and  the  enemy  is 
hful  to  snrpri.*'.'  us  -incedit  sinit  Ico  rorana^  saith 
Teviar>'.— Whom  have  you  brought  here  ?  Oh, 
%  what  have  yoti  done  ? 

t  is  a  young  nian,^'  said  Seraphinik,  hastening 
lfrrui>t  her  nistir's  n-monstrance,  "a  relaticm,  1 
vfc,  nf  our  worthy  FatlMT  Fairfonl;  left  at  the 
bv  the  ciiptain  of  that  hlesscii  vessel  the  Saint 
nrievu-ahnodt  dead-and  charged  w<th  despatches 


She  lowered  her  voice  as  she  mumbled  over  the  !Bflt 

words. 

**  Nay,  then,  there  ia  no  help,"  said  Angelica ;  "  but 
it  i»  unluckv.'' 

During  this  dialogue  between  (he  vestals  of  Faii^ 
ladies,  Dick  Gardener  deiposited  his  burden  in  a  chair, 
where  the  young  lady,  after  a  moment  of  hesilaiion, 
exprcssiupf  a  becoming  reluctance  to  touch  the  hancl 
i>f  a  stranger,  put  her  fingf-r  and  thumb  upon  Fair- 
ford's  %rist,  and  counted  his  pulse. 

"There  is  fever  here,  sister,"  she  said;  "Richanl 
must  call  Ambrose,  anu  we  must  send  some  of  the 
febrifuge." 

Ambrose  arrived  presently,  a  plausible  and  respect 
nbU^looking  old  £>er\-ant,  bred  in  the  family,  and  who 
had  risen  from  rank  to  rank  in  the  Arthun^t  servic^ 
till  he  wad  become  half-physician,  half-almoner  half- 
hiitler,  and  entire  governor;  that  is,  when  the  Father 
C-onfe8»)r,  who  fri>quently  eased  him  of  the  toils  of 
governments  chanced  to  b<;  abroad.  Under  the  direc- 
tion, and  with  the  assistance,  of  this  venerable  per- 
sonage, the  unlucky  Alan  Fairford  was  conveyed  to 
a  dt'fmnt  apartment  at  the  end  of  a  long  gallery,  ancu 
to  his  inexpressible  relief,  consigned  to  a  comfortable 
l)ed.  He  did  not  atterhpt  to  resist  the  preFcription  of 
Mr.  Ambrose,  who  not  only  preticntcd  him  with  the 
proposed  draught,  but  proceeded  so  far  as  to  take  a 
nonsiderable  quantity  of  blood  from  him,  by  which 
last  operation  he  probably  did  his  patient  much 
service. 


CHAPTER  XVI. 

NAKRATIVX  OF  ALAN  FAiarORD,  GONTIN1ia». 

On  the  next  morning,  when  Fairford  awoke,  after 
no  very  refreshing  slumb<>rs,  in  which  were  mingled 
many  wild  dreams  of  his  father,  and  of  Darsie  Lati- 
mer,—of  Ihe  dams4.4  in  the  green  mantle,  and  the 
vestals  of  Fairladies,— of  drinking  small  beer  with 
Nant>'  Kwart,  and  being  immersed  in  the  Solway 
with  the  Jumj)ing  Jenny,— he  found  himself  in  no 
condition  to  dispute  the  order  of  Mr.  Ambrose,  thar 
he  should  keep  his  bed.  from  which,  indeed,  he  could 
not  have  raised  himself  without  assistance.  He  be- 
came sensible  that  his  anxiety,  and  his  constant 
eflbrts  for  some  days  past,  had  Inen  too  miK'h  for  his 
health,  and  that,  whatever  might  be  his  impatience, 
he  could  not  proceed, in  his  undertaking  until  his 
strength  was  re-established. 

In  the  mean  while,  no  better  quarters  could  have 
been  found  for  an  invalid.  The  attendants  spoke 
under  their  breath,  and  moved  only  on  tiptoe— no- 
thing was  done  unless  par  orHonnance  du  ntidecin— 
Rsciilupius  reigned  iiaramount  in  the  premises  at 
Fairladies.  Once  a-day,  the  ladies  came  in  great 
state  to  wait  upon  him.  and  inquire  after  his  health, 
and  it  was  then  that  Alan's  natural  civility,  and  the 
thankfulness  which  he  expressed  for  their  timely  and 
charitable  assistance,  raised  him  considirrably  in  their 
estct>in.  He  was  on  the  third  day  removed  to  a  bet- 
ter apartment  than  that  in  which  he  had  been  at  first 
accommodated.  When  he  was  permitted  to  drink  a 
glass  of  wine,  it  wasof  the  first  quality:  one  of  those 
curious  old-fiishioned  cob-webl>ed  l)Otties  being  pro- 
duced on  the  orcuRion,  which  are  only  to  be  found 
in  the  crypts  of  old  country  wats,  where  they  may 
have  lurkLti  uudiifturbed  for  mon;  than  lialf  a  cen- 
tury. 

But  how<  ver  delightful  a  residence  for  an  invalid, 
Fairladies,  as  its  present  inmate  became  soon  aware, 
was  not  so  agreeable  to  a  convalescent.  When  he 
dniggfil  himself  to  the  window  so  soon  as  he  could 
crawl  fn>m  IkxI,  behold  it  was  closely  grated,  and 
]  commanded  no  view  except  of  a  little  paved  court. 
This  was  nothing  remarkable,  most  old  Border- 
houses  having  their  windows  so  sccurtxl ;  but  then 
F^airford  ol)served,  that  whoever  entered  or  leA  xhm 
room,  always  locked  the  door  with  gn*at  caiv  and  cir- 
I  cumspectioii :  and  some  proposals  which  be  made 
'  to  take  a  walk  in  the  gallerv',  or  even  in  the  garden, 
\  were  so  coldly  received,  l>oin  by  the  ladies  and  thc'ir 
.'  prime  minister.  Mr.  Ambrose,  that  he  saw  iilaialf 
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■nrh  an  extpnmon  of  his  privileges  as  a  guest  would 
not  he  [icrniilfwl. 

Anxious  to  ascertain  whether  this  «xci'Ksive  h«ispi- 
tality  wtiiild  fM-rniil  him  hin  [>ro|itr  privile^f  of  fnn.'- 
agency,  he  aiiiiounciMl  tu  ihisiniiNjrtQiit  funetionary. 
with  grntf-fut  ihankH  for  I  hi*  eare  with  which  he  had 
been  attcn(ii-<l,  his  puno^  to  leave  KairladicH  next 
mornins;,  n.-(iiu>nn;r  only,  as  a  continuance  of  the 
favours  with  which  nc  hnd  l>een  loadul,  the  loan  of  n 
honn'.  to  the  mxt  town :  and,  asHurin^  Mr.  Ambrose* 
that  his  /^rutitiidv  would  not  he  liniitett  hy  fluch  a  tri- 
fle, he  slipix-^i  three  guinea^  into  iiis  ha ncl.  hy  way  of 
seconding  hi«  prop<iHal.  The  finjn-rs  of  inat  worthy 
doini'Hlic  cloNvl  as  naturallv  up<jn  the  honorarium^ 
as  if  a  d('i:reK  in  the  learnctf  faculty  )iad  given  hiin  a 
right  to  clutch  it ;  but  his  an8wer  concerning  Alnn'R 
proposed  dtpurtiire  was  at  first  evasive,  and  when  he 
was  nuKhcfJ.  it  amounted  to  a  peremptory  assurance 
that  nc  could  not  \h'  permitted  to  depart  to-morrf)w ; 
it  waH  an  much  as  his  life  was  worth,  and  hia  ladies 
would  not  authorize  it. 

"I  know  hiest  wliat  mv  own  life  is  worth,"  said 
Alan ;  "  and  I  do  not  value  it  in  comparisi)n  to  the 
business  which  nyiuinis  my  instant  attention." 

Receiving  still  no  satisfactory  answer  from  Mr.  Am- 
brose, Fairford  thought  it  best  to  state  his  reH«)lution  to 
the  ladies  tiicmm;!  ven.  in  the  most  measured,  resnectful, 
and  grat(!ful  terms ;  nut  still  such  as  expressed  a  firm 
determination  to  depart  on  the  morrtiw,  or  next  day 
at  farthest.  After  S4>me  attempts  to  induce  him  to 
■tay,  on  the  alleged  score  of  health,  which  were  so 
expressed  that  he  was  convinced  they  were  only 
used  to  delay  his  departure,  Fairford  plainly  told  them 
that  he  was  intnisted  with  despatches  of  c<msefiu(fncc 
to  the  gentleman  known  hy  the  name  of  Herries, 
Redgauntlet,  and  the  Laird  of  the  Lochs:  and  that 
it  was  matter  of  life  and  death  to  dehvur  them  early. 

"Idare  sav.  Sister  Angelica,"  said  the  elder  Miss 
Arthurct,  '*  that  the  gentleman  is  honest;  and  if  he 
ii  really  a  relation  of  Father  Fairford,  wc  can  run  no 
risk." 

/*  Jesu  Maria !"  exclaimed  the  younger.  "  Oh  fie, 
Sister  Seranhina!  Fie,  fie!— Tad*  refro— gel  thee 
behind  me  !'^ 

"Well,  well;  but  sister— Sister  Angelica— let  me 
apeak  with  you  in  the  gallery." 

So  out  the  ladies  rustled  in  their  silks  and  tissiies, 
and  it  wa.s  a  good  half  hour  ere  they  rustled  in  again, 
with  importanci>  and  awe  on  their  countenances. 

"To  tell  you  the  truth,  Mr.  Fairford,  the  cause 
of  our  desire*  to  delay  you  is— there  is  a  religious 
gentleman  in  this  house  at  prcst^ni" 

"  A  most  excellent  person  indeed"— said  the  sister 
Angelica. 

''An  anointed  of  his  Master!"  echoed  Scraphina--- 
"and  we  should  be  glad  that,  for  conscience'  sake, 
you  would  hold  some  discourse  with  him  before  your 
deparlure." 

"Oho!"  thought  Fairford,  "the  murder  is  out— 
here  is  a  design  of  conversion !— I  must  not  aflfront 
the  good  old  ladies,  but  I  shall  soon  send  off  the 
priest,  I  think."— He  then  answered  aloud,  "that 
he  should  be  happy  to  converse  with  any  friend  of 
theirs- that  in  rdigious  matters  he  had  the  greatest 
re8()ect  for  every  modification  of  Christianity,  though, 
he  must  say,  his  belief  was  made  up  to  thai  in  which 
he  had  been  educated;  nevertheless,  if  his  seeing  the 
religious  person  they  recommended  could  in  the  least 
show  his  resjKJcl" 

"It  is  not  <iuite  that,"  said  Sister  Seraphina.  " al- 
though I  am  Hure  the  day  is  too  short  lu  near  him— 
Father  Buonaventure,  I  niean— speak  upon  the  con- 
cerns of  our  souls ;  but" 7 

"Come,  conic,  sister  Seraphina,"  said  the  younger, 
"it  is  neetlless  to  talk  so  much  about  it.  His— his 
Eminence;—!  mean  Father  Buonaventure— will  him- 
self explain  what  he  wants  thisgcnileman  to  know." 

"HiH  Eminence,"  said  Fairfonl,  surprised— "Is 
this  gentleman  so  high  in  the  Catholic  Church?— 
The  title js  given  only  to  Cardinals,  I  think." 

"  He  is  not  a  Cardinal  as  yet,"  answered  Sera- 
phina :  "  but  I  assure  you,  Mr.  Fairford,  he  is  as  high 
in  rank  as  he  is  eminently  endowed  with  good  gilts, 
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"Come  away,"  said  Sister  Angelica.  "HoW  Vis- 
gin,  how  y(Hj  (lo  talk  !— What  has  Mr.  Fairfonl  to  lis 
with  Father  Buonavonture's  rank  ?— Only,  sir,  yw 
will  reiiieinU-r  (hat  the  F'ather  has  been  alwiyi 
acciistonu'd  to  Im*  trmted  with  the  must  profovd 
deferenr-e  ;— indeed" 

"Come  nwav,  sister,"  said  Sister  Seraphino,  ia 
her  turn  ;  "  who  talks  now,  I  prav  yoal  Mr.  Faiifoni 
will  know  how  to  comport  himself" 

"Ami  we  had  bent  buth  I^ave  the  rcx>m,"  said  tht 
yoiint'cr  lady,  "  for  here  his  Eminence  eomes." 

Shi*  lowered  her  voice  to  a  whisper  as  she  pro- 
nounced the  last  words ;  and  as  Fairford  was  about 
to  reply,  hv  assuring  her  that  any  friend  of  heis 
should  be  t'reate<l  by  him  with  alt  the  cereraonr  he 
could  expect,  she  imptised  silence  on  bim,  by  holding 
up  h«'r  finuer. 

.\  solemn  and  stately  step  was  now  heard  in  the 
gallerv ;  it  might  have  proclaimed  the  approach  not 
rnerriv'  of  a  bishop  or  cardinal,  hut  of  the  Sovereign 
PontilT  hims«;lf.  Nor  (Hiuld  the  sound  have  been 
mon;  respectfully  listene<l  to  by  the  two  ladie^  bad 
It  announced  that  the  Head  of^ihe  Church  wasan- 
pmaching  in  person.  They  drew  themselves,  His 
sentinels  on  duty,  one  on  each  side  of  the  door  by 
which  the  long  gallery  communicated  with  Fairford  • 
apartment,  and  stood  there  immoveable,  and  with 
countenances  expressive  of  the  deepest  reverence. 

The  appn)ach  of  Father  Buonaventure  was  ■» 
slow,  that  Fairfonl  had  time  to  notice  all  this,  aid 
to  ntarvel  in  his  mind  what  wilv  and  ambitious  prion 
could  have  coii(rivt>d  to  subject  tiis  worthy  but  simple* 
minded  hostesses  to  such  sni)er8titiou8  tramniehL 
Father  Buonaventure* s  entrance  and  appearance  in 
some  degnn;  accounted  for  the  whole. 

He  was  a  man  of  middle  life,  about  forty  or  w 
wards ;  but  cither  care,  or  fatigue,  or  induliunce,  had 
bn)ught  on  the  appearance  of  premature  old  age,  and 
given  to  his  fine  features  a  cast  of  seriousness  or 
even  sadness.  A  noble  countenance,  however,  still 
remained :  and  though  his  complexion  was  alieitdi 
and  wrinkles  stampeil  upon  his  brow  in  many  a 
melancholy  fold,  still  the  lofty  forehead,  the  full  sad 
weli-openetl  eye,  and  the  well-formed  noae,  showed 
how  handsome  in  better  days  bo  must  have  been.  Hi 
was  tail,  hut  lost  the  advantage  of  hia  height  by 
stooping;  and  the  cane  which  he  wore  always  in  hii 
hand,  and  ocrcnsionally  used,  as  well  as  nts  skiw 
though  majestic  gait,  seemed  to  intimate  that  \m 
form  and  hmbs  felt  already  some  touch  of  infirmity. 
The  colour  of  his  hair  could  not  be  discovered,  M^ 
according  to  the  fashion,  he  wore  a  periwig.  He 

handsomelv,    though   gravely  dressed  in  a  sec 

habit,  and  tiad  a  cockade  in  bis  hat ;  circumstsDCca 
which  did  not  surprise  Fairford,  who  knew  that  a 
military  disguise  was  very  often  assumed  by  the  semi- 
nary priests,  whose  visits  to  England,  or  rcaidcooi 
there  subjected  them  to  legal  penalties. 

As  thjs  stately  pNcrson  entered  the  apartment,  tlis 
two  ladies  facing  inward,' like  soldiers  on  their  poii 
when  about  to  salute  a  siiT)erior  officer,  dropped  oo 
either  hand  of  thfi  Father  a  .'ourtesy  so  profound,  that 
the  hoop  petticoats  which  performed  the  feat  seeined 
to  sink  down  to  the  \cTy  floor,  nay,  through  it,  as  if  a 
■  for    '      •  -    .      '      - 


trapdoor  had  opene<l  for  the  descent  of  the  ( 
who  perfoniied  this  act  of  reverence. 

The  Father  seemed  accustomid  to  such  homan 
profound  as  it  was;  he  turned  his  person  a  little  w%f 
first  towards  one  sister,  and  then  towards  tlic  other, 
while,  with  a  gracious  inclination  of  his  person, 
which  certainly  did  not  amount  to  a  bow,  he  acknow- 
ledged their  courtesy.  But  he  passed  forward  without 
addressing  them,  and  schemed  by  doing  so,  to  intimate 
that  their  pre.sence  in  the  apartment  was  unnecessary. 

They  accordingly  glidexi  out  of  the  room,  retreat- 
ing back wartjs,  with  hands  clasped  and  eyes  cast 
upwards,  as  if  imploring  blessings  on  the  religioua 
man  whom  they  venerated  so  highly.  The  door  of 
the  apartment  was  shut  after  themi  but  not  befora 
Fairford  had  perceived  that  there  wero  one  or  two 
men  in  the  gallery,  and  that,  contrary  to  what  he 
had  before  observ(.>d,  the  door,  though  shut,  woa  nol 
locked  on  the  outside. 

"  Can  the  good  souls  apprehend  danger  from  mi 
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10  thb  god  of  tlMvidehnv?*'  thomdit  Fairfurd.  But 
ht  had  no  time  to  make  rarther  obBervations,  for  the 
ftraiiflirr  had  alrbady  reached  the  middle  of  the  apart- 
ment. 

Pairford  rose  to  receive  him  reepectfully,  but  as  he 
lixed  his  eves  on  the  visiter,  he  thought  that  ihc 
Father  avoided  his  luuks.  His  reasons  for  remaining 
incognito  were  cogent  enough  to  account  for  this, 
and  Fairford  hastened  to  relieve  him,  by  looking 
downwards  in  his  turn;  but  when  again  tie  raised 
his  face,  he  found  the  broad  light  eye  of  the  stranger 
«o  fixed  on  him,  that, he  was  almost  put  out  of  roun- 
tenaoce  by  the  steadiness  of  hie  gaze.  During  this 
time  the)'  remained  standing. 

**  Take  yunr  scat,  sir;"  said  the  Father ;  "  you  have 
been  an  invalid.*' 

He  spoke  with  the  Cone -of  one  who  desires  an  in- 
ferior to  be  seated  in  his  presence,  and  his  voice  was 
full  and  melodious. 

Pairford.  somewhat  surprised  to  find  himself  over- 
awed by  the  airs  of  supenority,  which  could  be  only 
properly  exercised  towards  one  over  whom  reli^on 
eave  toe  speaker  influence,  sat  down  at  his  bidding, 
BS  if  moved  by  springs,  and  was  at  a  loss  how  to 
•Mert  the  footing  of  equality  on  which  he  felt  that 
they  oufriit  to  stand.  The  stranger  kept  the  advan- 
taew  which  he  had  obtained. 

**  Your  name,  air,  I  am  informed,  is  Fairford  7"  said 
ihe  Father. 
Alan  answered  by  a  bow. 

**  Called  to  the  Scottish  bar"  continued  his  visiter. 
'TWere  is,  I  believe,  in  the  West,  a  family  of  birth 
ftnd  rank  called  Fairford  of  Fairford." 

Alan  thought  tJiis  a  strange  observation  from  a 
foreign  ecclesiastic,  as  his  name  intimated  Father 
Buonaventure  to  be ;  but  only  answered,  he  believed 
iheie  was  such  a  family. 

''Do  )-ou  count  kindred  with  them,  Mr.  Fairford  T 
coniinucd  the  inquirer. 

*  I  have  not  tlie  honour  to  lay  such  a  claim,"  eiud 
Fairfiad.  **  Mv  father^e  industry  has  raised  his  family 
inm  a  kiw  and  obscure  situation— I  have  no  heredi- 
tary daira  to  distinction  of  any  kind.— May  I  ask  the 
vaose  of  these  inquiries  T* 

"  You  will  loam  it  presently,"  said  Father  Buona- 
vmtiire^  wbo  had  given  a  dry  and  dissatisfied  hem  at 
tbt  young  raan*s  acknowledging  a  plebeian  descent. 
He  then  motioned  him  to  be  silent,  and  proceeded 
with  hie  queries. 
**  Although  not  of  condition,  you  are,  doubtless,  by 
nta  and  education,  a  man  of  honour  and  a 
an?" 


"I  hope  80,  air,"  said  Alan,  colouring  with  dis- 


have  not  been  accustomed  to  have  it 
fontioned." 

"  Patience,  young  man,"  said  the  unperturbed  que- 
M~**  we  are  on  serious  business,  and  no  idle  eti- 
QKtIe  must  prevent  its  being  discussed  acnously.— 
Voa  ars  probably  aware,  that  you  speak  to  a  person 
piQiCffted  by  the  severe  and  unjust  laws  of  the  pre- 
ni  government  7" 

"I  am  aware  of  the  sUtute  iron,  chapter  3,"  said 
Alu,  **  banishing  from  the  realm  Pnestsand  traflick- 
iig  Papists,  and  punishing  bv  death,  on  suininan' 
ooBvicnon,  anysuch  person  who  being  so  banished 
msf  return.  The  English  law,  I  believe,  is  <?qually 
Mere.  But  I  have  no  means  of  knowing  you,  sir, 
lobe  one  of  those  persons ;  and  I  think  your  prudonce 
BHv  recommend  to  you  to  keep  your  own  ex>unscl." 

It  is  sufficient,  sir ;  and  1  nave  no  apprehensions 
•f  disagreeable  consequences  from  your  having  seen 
me  in  tnii*  house,"  said  the  PriesL 

"Assuredly  no."  said  Alan.  "  I  consider  myself  as 
odebced  for  my  life  to  the  Mistresses  of  Fairlodit  s ; 
lad  it  would  be  a  vile  ri-ouital  on  my  part  to  pry  into 
ormiake  known  what  I  may  have  seen  or  heard 
uiMer  this  hospitable  roof,  if  I  were  to  m(H.-t  tin.' 
Ptctender  himself  in  such  a  situation,  he  should,  even 
It  the  tiik  of  a  lit  lie  stretch  to  my  loyalty,  be  free 
fiom  any  danger  from  my  indiscn-tKtn. 

"ThcPreiender!"  said  the  Priest,  with  some  angry 
cnphasia;  but  immediately  softened  his  tone  and 
added,  *'  So  doubt,  however,  that  person  U  a  preten- 
der; and  some  people  think  his  pretensions  are  not 


ill  founded.  Rut  before  nmninjg  into  politics,  give 
me  leave  to  say^  that  I  am  surpnsed  to  fin<i  a  geiitle- 
inan  of  your  opinions  in  habits  of  iniimnry  >vith  Mr. 
Maxwell  of  Suinmertrees  and  Mr.  Redgnimflet,  and 
the  medium  of  conducting  the  intercourse  iK-twizt 
them." 

"Pardon  me,  sir,"  replied  Alan  Fairford;  "I  do  not 
aspire  lo  the  honour  of  being  reputed  their  confidant 
or  go-l^etween.  My  concern  with  those ^entlenien  ia 
limited  to  one  matter  of  business,  dearly  interesting  to 
me,  because  it  eoncems  the  safely— perhaps  the  Hie— 
of  nu'  dearest  friend." 

"  Would  you  have  any  objections  to  intrust  me 
with  the  cauM»  »)fvour journey?"  said  Father  Buona- 
venture. "  My  advice  may  be  of  service  to  you,  and 
my  influence  with  one  of  both  these  gentlemen  is 
considerable." 

Fairford  hesitated  a  moment,  and  hastily  revolving 
all  circumstances,  concluded  that  he  might  perhaps 
receive  some  advantage  from  propitiating  this  person- 
age ;  while,  on  the  other  bond,  he  endangered  nothing 
by  communicating  to  him  the  occasion  ojf  his  journey. 
He,  therefore,  after  statinu  shortly,  that  he  hoped  Bu. 
Buonaventure  would  reiioer  him  the  same  confidence 
which  he  required  on  his  part,  gave  a  short  account 
of  Darsio  Latimer— of  the  mystery  which  hung  over 
his  family— and  of  the  disaster  which  had  befallen 
him.  Finally,  of  his  own  resolution  to  seek  for  his 
friend,  and  to  deliver  him.  at  the  peril  of  hie  own  life. 

The  Catholic  Priest,  whose  manner  it  seemed  to  be 
to  n>'oid  all  conversation  which  did  not  arise  fnim  his 
own  express  motion,  made  no  remarks  upon  what  he 
had  heard,  but  only  asked  one  or  two  ahnipt  ques- 
tions, where  Alan's  narrative  appeared  less  clear  to 
him;  then  rising  from  his  seat,  ho  took  two  turni 
through  the  apartment,  muttering  between  his  teeth, 
with  emphasis,  the  word  **  Madman  !"  But  appa- 
rently he  was  in  the  habit  of  keeping  all  violent 
emotions  under  restraint ;  for  he  presently  uddreased 
Fairford  with  the  most  perfect  indifference. 

'*  If,"  said  he,  "you  thought  you  could  do  so  with 
out  breach  of  conndence,  I  wish  you  would  have  the 
goodness  to  show  me  the  letter  of  Mr.  Maxwell  ol 
Summertrees.    1  desire  to  look  particularly  at  the  ad- 
dress." 

Seeing  no  cause  to  decline  this  extension  of  hia 
confidence,  Alan,  without  hcsitati  n,  put  the  letter  irtlo 
his  hnnd.  Having  turned  it  round  as  old  Trumbull 
and  Nnnty  Ewarthad  formerly  done,  and,  jikc  tlien^ 
having  examined  the  address  with  much  miiiutcneaa, 
he  asked  whether  he  had  observed  these  wonis,  point- 
ing to  a  ))encil-writing  upon  the  under  side  of  the  let- 
ter. Fairford  answered  in  the  negative,  and,  looking 
at  the  letter,  read  with  surprise,  "  Cave  ne  iiteras  BcP' 
leroplwntut  culftrres;'^  a  coution  which  coincided  so 
exactly  with  the  Provost's  admonition,  that  he  would 
<\o  well  to  insptxjt  the  letter  of  which  ht;  was  hearer, 
that  he  was  about  to  spring  up  and  attempt  an  escape^ 
he  knew  not  wherefore  or  from  whom. 

"Sit  still, young  man,"  said  the  Father,  witn  the 
same  tone  of  auinoriiy  which  reigned  in  nis  whole 
manner,  although  mingled  with  stately  c<>urte«y. 
"  Vou  are  in  no  danger— my  character  shall  be  a 
pledge  for  your  safety.— By  whom  do  you  suppoae 
lhes«;  wonis  have  been  written?" 

Fairford  could  have  answered,  "  by  Nanty  Kwart," 
for  he  remenihered  seiing  that  person  S(;ribble  some- 
thing with  a  i)encil,  although  he  was  not  well  enough 
to  observe  with  accuracy  where,  or  upon  what.  But 
not  knowing  what  suspicions,  or  what  worse  conse- 

a  lien  res,  the  Knman's  interest  in  his  affairs  might 
raw  upon  him,  he  judged  it  best  to  answer  that  ne 
knew  not  the  hand. 

Father  Ihiona venture  was  a^in  silent  for  a  moment 
or  two,  which  he  employed  in'surveying  the  letter 
with  the  strictest  attention;  then  sti*pned  to  the  win- 
dow, as  if  to  exiiniine  the  address  and  writing  of  the 
envelope  with  the  assistance  of  a  stronger  light,  and 
.Alan  Fairford  licheld  him,  with  no  less  amnzenient 
than  high  displeasure,  coolly  and  deliU^nitely  break 
the  seal,  opi^n  the  letter,  and  peruse  vhe  contents. 

"Stop,  sir,  hold!"  he  exclaimed,  so  soon  as  hie 
asionishmcnt  iH?rmitte(l  him  to  express  his  r«>Mentmeiil 
in  words :  "  by  what  right  do  you  dare" 
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"Pcare,  young  gpntleman,"  said  the  Fathmr,  re- 
pelling him  wilh  n  wave  of  his  hnml;  "  he  auMurcd  I 
rlo  not  net  without  warrntii— iioihin;:;  can  paHK  be- 
twixt Mr.  Maxwell  a'ld  Mr.  Red^auiiflot  thai  I  am 
not  fully  entitled  to  know," 

"It  may  be  so,"  said  Alan,  extmmely  anm-yj  "but 
thouf^h  you  may  1»»?  lliei*e  gentlciiien'R  father  confi:»- 
eor,  you  are  not  mine;  and  in  b^t•aki^^  the  f^^al  of  a 
letter  mtnisicd  to  my  care  you  hav».'  done  me" 

''So  injury,  I  asaure  you,"  answered  the  unpej*- 
turb-jfi  prieat ;  "on  the  conlrHry,  i(  may  Ik*  a  atrrvice." 

"I  dcaire  nc)  advanin^^t!  at  8uch  a  rate,  or  to  In*  ob- 
tained in  such  a  manner,"  answen.ti  Fairford ;  "  re- 
•tore  nie  the  letter  intttantly,  or" 

"As  you  resanj  your  own  wifety,"  aaid  the  priest, 
"  forbear  all  injuriuuH  exprt  Hsion»,  and  oil  menacing 
gestiircH.  I  am  not  one  who  can  be  threatened  or  in- 
sulted wilh  impunity ;  and  there  are  enoufch  within 
hoarin;;  to  rhn^tiix;  anv  injury  or  afTronl  ofi^Tcd  to 
uc,  in  ca8i>  I  may  think  it  unbernming  to  protect  or 
■venffe  myself  with  my  own  hand." 

In  aayinK  this,  the  Fath4T  aHaumed  an  air  of  such 
fearlessness  and  calm  aiithorily,  that  the  voung  law- 
yer, Mirpriaetl  and  overawed,  forbore,  as  lie  had  in- 
lended,  to  snateh  the  letter  Irom  hia  harKJ,  and  con- 
fined himself  to  bitter  complaints  of  the  impropriety 
of  his  conduct,  and  of  the  li^ht  i  i  which  he  himself 
must  be  placed  to  Ucdjamuntlet,  should  he  present  him 
a  letter  with  a  broken  seal. 

"That,"  aaid  Father  B<Kmavcnturr,  "shall  be  fully 
cared  for.  I  will  myst^tf  write  to  Red;?nuntle(,  and 
eocloso  Maxwell's  letter,  provi<}efl  always  you  con- 
tinue to  desire  to  deUver  it.  after  perusinKth(.conients." 

He  then  reatored  the  letter  to  Fairford,  and,  ob- 
asrvinf?  that  he  hesitated  to  peruse  it,  said  emphatically, 
"Read  it,  for  it  wncerns  you." 
,  This  recommend ati(m,  joined  to  what  Provost  Cros- 
biehad  formerly  recommendc<l,  and  to  the  warning;, 
which  he  doubted  not  that  Naniv  inttjnd<'d  to  convey 
by  his  classical  ailnsion,  decided  Fnirford's  resolution. 
*' If  these  correspondents,"  he  tlioufjht,  "are  con- 
•piring  against  my  perwn,  I  have  a  n^ht  to  eounier- 
piot  tnem;  aelf-pn;servation,  as  well  as  my  fnend*B 
safety,  renuire  that  I  should  not  be  ton  scnipuloiis." 

So  thinking,  he  read  the  letter,  which  was  in  the 
follov^inff  words  :— 

"  Dkam  RiTcoBn  AND  DANCEaoua, 
"Will  vou  never  cease  meritins;  your  old  nick- 
name'] Vou  have  springfsd  your  dottrel,  I  iind,  and 
what  is  the  consequence ?— why,  that  there  wdl  lie 
hue  and  cry  after  you  presently.  The  boanT  is  a  pert 
young  lawyer,  who  has  brought  a  formal  conn)laint 
against  you,  which,  luckily,  he  has  prefiTreo  in  a 
friendly  court.  Yet,  favourable  as  the  judge  was  dia- 
poaed  to  be,  it  was  with  the  utmost  difTicuhy  that 
cousin  Jenny  and  I  couhl  keep  him  to  his  tackle.  He 
begins  to  be  timid,  suspicious,  and  intractable,  and  I 
fear  Jenny  will  wxtn  bend  her  brows  on  him  in  vain. 
I  know  not  what  to  advise— the  lad  who  carries  this 
is  a  good  lad— active  fur  bis  friend— and  I  have  plerlged 
my  nonour  he  shall  have  no  personal  ill-usage— 
Pledged  my  honour,  remark  these  wortln,  and  remem- 
ber! can  be  rugged  and  dangeronn  as  well  as  my 
neighbunrs.  But  I  h  ive  not  insured  him  against  a 
short  captivity,  and  ae  he  is  a  stirring  active  fellow,  [ 
see  no  remedy  but  keeiing  him  out  ol  the  way  till  this 

business  of  the  good  Father  B is  safely  blown 

over,  which  C»od  send  it  were!— Alwavs  thine,  even 
sliould  I  be  once  mon,  Cbaic-i.h-Pbbi  .. 

"  What  th'mk  yon,  /oung  man,  of  the  danger  you 
have  been  about  to  encounter  so  willingly T' 

"  As  strangely,"  replied  Alan  Fairfonf,  "  as  of  the 
extraordinary  means  whir-h  you  have  In-en  at  present 
pleased  to  use  for  the  discover^'  of  Mr.  Max  weirs  pur- 
pose." 

"  Trouble  not  youi  idf  to  account  for  my  conduct," 
said  the  Father ;  "  have  a  warrant  for  what  I  do, 
and  fear  no  responsibility.  But  tell  me  what  is  your 
present  purpose.'* 

"  I  should  not  perhaps  namo  it  to  you,  whose  own 
mfety  may  be  implieat»^." 

"  I  understand  you,"  answered  the  Father ;  "  you 


would  appeal  to  the  existing  goiveminenti— Thiiean 
at  no  rate  l>e  p.  rmittixi— wu  wUl  rather  detain  yoaai 
Fairlndies  by  cumpiilsion." 

"Vou  will  probably,"  said  Fairford,  "firet  ircigb. 
the  risk  of  mich  a  pn>ceeding  in  a  free  country." 

"I  have  incum'd  iiM)re  formirlable hazard/  saidtbr 
priest,  smiling;  "y*ft  I  am  wiliin«{  to  find  a  milder 
exp<*di(mt.  Com<> ;  let  us  bring  the  matter  to  •  com- 
prr>mi»«e."— And  he  assumed  a  conciliating ^racinns- 
nessof  mani>er.  which  struck  Fairford  as  betngntber 
t«)o  condescen<fing  for  the  occasion  5  "  I  presume  you 
will  bf  .HatixHed  to  remain  here  in  seclusion  for  a  dor 
or  two  long* 4-,  provided  I  pass  my  solemn  won)  \o 
you,  that  you  shall  meet  with  the  person  whomyoq 
tumk  af^iT— meet  with  him  in  perfect  safety,  lad,  I 
tni;>t,  in  i^o(h1  healih,  and  be  afterwards  both  atbbaiv 
to  return  to  .Scotland,  or  dispose  of  yourselves  at  odi 
of  you  niay  be  mind«d?" 

I  rcHj)»,i:t  the  Tcrbuin  garerdr^iM  as  much  as  cm 
reasonably  be  expected  from  a  Protestant,"  ansirfRd 
Fairford ;  "  but,  methinks,  you  can  scarce  expect  lae 
to  repose  so  much  confidence  in  the  word  ot  an  nn- 
known  p<'rs<in,  as  is  implied  in  the  guarantee  which 
you  offer  me." 

"  I  am  not  accustomt*d,  sir,"  saki  the  Father,  ini 
very  haughty  tone,  "  to  have  my  word  disputed.  Bat" 
he  addt.tl,  while  the  an^ry  hue  passed  from  his  chivi. 
after  a  moment's  rpfli'cti«m.  "  you  know  me  not.  ua 
ought  to  be  excuseti.  I  will  repose  more  confidener 
in  your  honour  than  you  seem  willing  to  nainpn 
mine ;  and  Mince  we  are  so  situated  that  one  niustn.4]r 
uiKm  the  other's  faith,  I  will  cause  you  to  be  art  pn-  1 
sently  at  libertv,  and  furnished  with  the  meaiM  of 
delivering  your  letter  as  addnssed,  provided  thai  now, 
knowing  thr-  contents,  you  think  it  aalcfor  yoursdfta 
exfciile  the  commission." 

Alan  Fairford  paused.  "  I  cannot  see,"  be  at  length 
repliixl, "  how  I<.*an  proceed  with  respect  to  the  accuiii- 
.  pli!«hmrnt  of  my  sole  purpose,  which  is  the  liheratiaa 
of  my  friend,  without  appealing  to  the  law,  and  obtaia* 
'  ing  the  assistance  of  a  magistrate.  If  I  prcseiM  ito 
sin;;ulur  letter  of  Mr.  Maxwell,  with  the  contenuot 
which  I  have  Ix-comc  hO  unexpectedly  acquainted,  1 
shall  only  yharc  his  captivity." 

"  And  if  you  apply  to  a  magistrate,  i'oung  man,yoo 
will  bring  ruin  on  these  hospitable  ladies^  to  whom, 
in  all  hum<in  probability,  you  owe  your  life.  _  Yoo 
cannot  obtain  a  warrant  for  your  purpose,  witlvnn 
givin:;  a  clear  detail  of  all  the  late  sLvnes  thnMi^ 
which  ycni  have  passed.  A  magistrate  wrjuld  nbiij;!' 
you  to  give  a  complete  account  of  yoursi-lC  befbn 
arming  you  with  his  authority  against  a  third  pany; 
and  in  giving  such  an  account,  the  safety  of  tli^ 
ladies  will  necessarily  bt;  compromised.  A  hundicn 
spies  have  had,  and  slill  have,  their  eyes  upon  thi* 
mansion :  but  God  will  protect  hisown."— Hecrwwl 
himself  devoutly,  and  then  proceeded.—"  You  rta 
take'  an  liour  to  think  of  your  best  plan,  and  IwiH 
pledge  my*  If  to  forward  it  thus  far,  pnivideditbe 
not  asking  you  to  rely  more  on  my  word  thaa  your 
prudence  can  warrant.  You  shall  go  to  Rc<lgauntK 
—I  name  him  plainly,  to  show  my  confidence  injoOi 
—and  you  shall  dehver  him  this  letter  of  Mr.  Mu* 
weirs,  with  one  from  me,  in  which  I  will  enjoin  bim 
to  set  your  friend  at  liberty,  or  at  least  to  make  no  at- 
tempts U|)on  your  own  person,  either  by  detenlioa  01 
otherwise.  If  you  can  tnist  me  thus  far,"  he  said, 
with  a  proud  emphasis  on  the  words,  '*!  will  on  iny 
side  sec  you  depart  from  this  place  with  the  moA 
perfect  confidence  that  you  will  not  return  annedwili* 
powers  to  drag  its  inmates  to  destruction.  You  arr 
young  and  inexpfjrienccd— bred  to  a  professiiHi  al*» 
which  sliarpt<ns  suspicion,  and  gives  false  views  of 
human  nature.  I  have  se-(.>n  much  of  the  world,  onH 
have  known  better  than  most  men,  how  far  matual 
confidence  is  requisite  in  managing  affain  of  coosa- 
quence." 

He  spoke  with  an  air  of  superiority,  even  of  aotho' 
rity,  by  which  Fairford,  notwithstanding  hia  own 
internal  struggles,  was  silenced  and  overawed  so 
much,  that  it  was  not  till  the  Father  had  turned  to 
leave  the  apartment  that  he  found  words  to  ask  him 
what  the  consequences  would  be,  should  he  decline  Itf 
depart  on  the  terms  proposed. 
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**  Too  must  then,  for  the  safety  of  all  partiee,  re- 
nain  for  some  dayW  an  inhabitant  of  Fairiadica*  where 
ire  have  the  meana  of  detaining  you,  which  aclf-pre- 
pcrration  will  in  that  case  compel  us  to  make  uae  of. 
your  captiTity  will  be  abort ;  for  mattera  cannot  lon^ 
remain  aa  they  arc— The  clould  mast  soon  rise,  or  it 
nuat  aink  upon  ua  for  ever.—IienedieUef^ 

With  these  words  he  left  the  apartment. 

Faiiford,  upon  his  departure;  felt  himself  much  at  a 
loaa  what  course  to  pursue.  His  line  of  education,  aa 
iidl  aa  hia  father's  tenets  in  matters  of  church  and 
itaus,  had  taught  him  a  holy  horror  for  Papists,  anda 
deroat  belief  m  whatever  bad  been  said  of  the  punic 
Gnih  of  Jeauita,  and  of  the  expedients  of  mental  re- 
RTvation,  by  which  the  Catholic  pricsta  in  general 
irere  supposed  to  evade  keeping  faith  with  beri'tics. 
Tet  there  waa  something  of  mi^esty,  depressed,  in- 
deed, and  overclouded,  but  stillgrand  and  imposing, 
in  the  manner  and  words  of  Father  Baonaventure, 
irhich  it  waa  difficalt  to  reconcile  with  thoae  precon- 
Deived  opinions  which  imputed  sabtlety  and  fraud  to 
jus  sect  and  order.  Above  all,  Alan  waa  aware,  that 
if  he  accepted  not  hia  freedom  upon  the  terms  onered 
Um,  he  waa  likely  to  be  detained  by  force;  ao  that,  in 
every  point  of  view,  he  waa  a  gainer  by  adopting  them. 

A  oualm,  indeed,  came  acrosa  him,  when  be  eonsi- 
dsfed  as  a  lawyer,  that  this  Father  was,  probably,  in 
die  eye  of  law,  a  traitor;  and  that  there  was  an  ugly 
crime  on  the  Statute  Book,  called  Misprision  of  Trea- 
■OB.  On  the  other  hand,  whatever  he  might  think  or 
Mispecl,  be  conld  not  take  upon  him  to  say  that  the 
■an  was  a  priest,  whom  be  had  never  aeen  in  the 
dress  of  bis  order,  or  in  the  act  of  celebrating  maaa ; 
■0  chat  be  fell  himself  at  liberty  to  doubt  of  that,  re- 
meting  which  he  posaesscd  no  legal  proof.  He 
uerEfore  arrived  at  the  conclusion,  that  he  would  do 
mil  to  accept  his  liberty,  and  proceed  to  Iledgauntlet 
nder  the  guarantee  of  Father  Buonaventure,  which 
hs  scarce  doubted  would  be  suilicient  to  save  him 
fiom  personal  inconvenience.  Should  he  once  ob- 
tain speech  of  that  gentleman,  he  felt  the  same  con- 
Uence  as  formerly,  that  he  might  be  able  to  con- 
viooe  him  of  the  rashneaa  of  his  conduct,  shoukl  he 
Ml  conseot  to  KberateDarsie  Latimer.  At  all  events, 
be  should  learn  where  his  friend  was,  and  how  cir- 
comstanced. 

.  Having  thos  made  up  his  mind,  Alan  waited  anx- 
JDualy  for  the  expiration  of  the  hour  which  had  been 
aOowed  him  for  deliberation.  He  waa  not  kept  on 
ibe  tenter-hooka  of  impatience  an  instant  longer  than 
ibe  appointed  moment  arrived,  for.  even  as  the  clock 
fliuck,  Ambrose  appeared  at  the  door  of  the  gallerv, 
Md  made  a  sign  that  Alan  ahould  follow  him.  He 
M  so,  and  alter  passing;  through  aome  of  the  intri- 
cate avenues  common  m  okl  nouseiL  was  uahered 
Ho  a  amall  apartment,  commodiously  fitted  up,  in 
which  he  found  Father  Buonaventure  reclining  on  a 
cnch,  in  the  attitude  of  a  man  exhausted  by  fatigue 
cr  indisposition.  On  a  small  table  beside  him,  a  ail- 
Hr  embossed  salver  sustained  a  Catholic  book  of 
pnycr,  a  small  flaak  of  medicine,  a  cordial,  and  a  lit- 
de  tea-cup  of  old  china.  Ambrose  did  not  enter  the 
loom— he  only  bowed  profoundly,  and  clpsed  the  door 
with  the  least  possible  noise,  so  soon  as  Fairfbrd  had 
•toad. 

*Sit  down,  young  man,"  aaid  the  Father,  with  the 
Mne  air  of  condescension  which  had  before  sur- 
Riied,  and  rather  ofiended  Fairford.  "  You  have  been 
a,  and  I  know  too  well  by  my  own  case,  that  india- 
loaition  requires  indulgence.— Have  you,"  he  conti- 
tad^  BO  aoon  as  he  saw  him  aeated,  "  resolved  to 
Mnain,  or  to  depart  T 

'*To  depart,"  said  Alan,  "imder  the  agreement  that 
fon  will  guarantee  my  safety  with  the  extraordinary 
pawn  who  has  Ciiiducttd  himarlf  in  such  a  lawless 
Banner  towards  mv  friend,  Darsie  Latimer." 

''Do  not Juc'^e  hastily,  young  man,"  replied  the 
hlher.  **Redgauntlet  has  the  ciaima  of  a  guardian 
ner  his  ward,  m  respect  to  the  young  gentleman, , 
ind  a  right  to  dictate  his  place  of  residence,  although 
le  may  have  been  injudicious  in  selecting  the  means 
ifr.which  he  thinka  to  enforce  hia  authority." 

**Kia  situation  as  an  attainted  person  abrogates 
ock  xighti^"  said  Fairfbrd,  hastily. 
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"  Surely,"  replied  the  priest,  smiling  at  the  young 
lawyer's  readineaa,  ''in  the  eye  of  those  who  ac- 
knowledge the  justice  of  the  attainder— but  that  do 
not  I.  However,  air,  here  is  the  guarantee— look  at 
its  contenta,  ana  do  not  again  carry  the  letters  of 
Uriah." 

Fairford  read  these  words  :— 

"GrOOD   FaiElTD, 

"  We  send  you  hither  a  young  man  deairons  to  know 
the  situation  of  your  ward,  since  he  came  under  your 
paternal  auihonty,  and  hopeful  of  dealing  with  you 
for  having  your  relative  put  at  lan|;e.  This  we  recom- 
mend to  your  prudence,  highly  disapproving,  at  the 
same  time,  of  any  force  or  coercion,  when  such  can 
be  avoided,  and  wjshing,  therefore,  that  the  bearer's 
negotiation  may  be  succesafuL  At  all  rates,  how- 
ever, the  bearer  hath  our  pledged  word  for  his  safety 
and  freedom,  which,  therefore,  you  are  to  see  strictly 
observed,  as  you  value  our  honour  and  your  own. 
We  farther  wish  to  converse  with  you,  with  as  small 
loss  of  time  aa  may  behaving  matters  of  the  utmost 
cpnfidence  to  impart.  For  tbia  purpoae  we  deaire  you 
to  repair  hither  with  all  haate.  and  thereupon  we  okl 
you  heartily  farewell.  P.  B." 

"You  will  understand,  sir,"  said  the  Father,  when 
he  saw  that  Alan  had  perused  his  letter,  "that  by 
accepting  charge  of  this  missive,  you  bind  yourself  to 
try  the  enect  or  it  before  having  recourse  to  any  legal 
means,  as  you  term  them,  for  yotir  friend's  release.  , 

"There  are  a  few  ciphers  added  to  tbia  letter,"  said 
Fairford,  when  he  had  penis(.<d  the  paper  attentively, 
—"may  1  inquire  what  their  import  is 7" 

"  They  respect  my  own  affairs,"  answered  the  Fa- 
ther, bncfly ;  "and  have  no  concern  whatever  with 
yours." 

"  It  seems  to  me,  however,"  replied  Alan,  "  natural 
to  suppose" 

"  Nothing  must  be  supposed  incompatible  with  my 
honour,"  replied  the  prieat,  interrupting  him :  "when 
such  as  I  am  confer  favours,  we  expect  that  thry  shall 
be  accepted  with  gratitude,  or  declined  with  thankful 
respect— not  questioned  or  discussed." 

*'I  will  accept  your  letter,  then,"  said  Fairford,  after 
a  minute'a  consideration,  "and  the  thanks  you  expect 
shall  be  most  liberally  paid,  if  the  result  answer  what 
you  teach  me  to  expect." 

"  God  only  commands  the  issue,"  said  Father  Buo- 
navefifuTp,  "Man  uses  means.— You  understand, 
thnt,  by  accepting  this  commission,  you  engsgo  your- 
self Ln  honour  to  try  the  effect  of  my  letter  upon  Mr. 
Redeauntift.  before  vou  have  recourse  to  informatiuns 
Of  If-gai  warranta?"^ 

''  i  hold  myself  bound,  aa  a  man  of  good  faith  and 
hoTiour.  Xq  do  ao,"  said  Fairford. 

'  Wc-ll,  i  irust  you,"  said  the  Father.  "I  will  now 
ttA\  you,  thsi  an  express,  despatched  by  me  last  night, 
baa,  I  hope,  brought  Kedgauntlet  to  a  root  many 
milea  nearer  tbia  place,  where  he  will  not  nnd  it  aafe 
to  attempt  any  violence  on  your  friend  should  he  be 
rash  enough  to  follow  the  advice  of  Mr.  Maxwell  of 
Summertrees  rather  than  my  commands.  We  now 
understand  each  other." 

He  extended  his  hand  towards  Alan,  who  was 
about  to  pledge  his  faith  in  the  uaual  form  by  graap- 
ing  it  with  bis  own,  when  the  Father  drew  back  has- 
tily. Ere  Allan  had  time  to  comment  upon  this  repuUw, 
a  amall  side-door,  covered  with  tapestry,  was  opened ; 
the  hangings  were  drawn  aside,  and  a  lady,  as  if  by 
sudden  apparition^  glided  into  the  apartment.  It  was 
neither  of  the  Miss  Arthurets,  but  a  woman  in  the 
primeof  life,  and  in  the  full-blown  expanaion  of  female 
heauty,  tall,  fair,  and  commanding  in  her  aspect.  Her 
locks,  of  paly  gold,  were  taught  to  fall  over  a  brow, 
which,  with  the  stately  glance  of  the  lar«^,  open,  blue 
eyes,  might  have  become  Juno  herself;  ner  nrck  and 
bosom  were  admirably  formed,  and  of  a  dazzling 
wrbitenesa.  She  was  rather  inclined  to  embonpoint 
but  nut  more  than  became  her  agi',  of  apparently  thir:y 
/ears.  Her  step  was  that  of  a  queen,  but  it  waa  of 
Uueen  Vashti,  not  Queen  Esther— the  bold  and  com- 
manding, not  the  retiring  bcautv. 
Father  Buonaventure  raised  uimaelf  on  the  ooiick 
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"  How 


angrily,  ns  if  displ^^asod  by  thin  intrusion, 

now,  madam,"  he  eaid,  wntli  some  etpmnesB;  "why 

have  wc  the  honour  of  yoirr  coinpnny  7" 

"  Because  it  is  my  pleasure,"  answered  the  lady, 
composedly'. 

"  Your  pleasure,  madam  I"  he  repeated  in  the  same 
Bncry  tone. 

My  pUftfiure,  sir,"  shecontinued,"  which  always 
keeps  exact  pace  with  my  duty.  I  had  heard  you 
were  unwell— let  me  ho|M;  it  is  only  business  which 
produces  this  seclusion." 

•*I  am  well,"  he  replied;  "perfectly  well,  and  I 
thank  you  for  your  care— but  wo  arc  not  alone,  and 
this  voung  man" 

"That  younj;  man?"  nhe  said,  bendina  her  large 
and  serious  e>-e  on  Alan  Fairfurd,  as  if  E-lic  had  h*nm 
for  the  first  time  aware  of  his  presence— "may  I  ask 
who  he  is?" 

"  Another  time^  madam  ;  you  shall  learn  his  history 
after  he  is  gone.  His  presence  renders  it  impossible 
for  me  to  explain  farther." 

"  After  he  is  gune  may  bo  too  late,"  said  the  lady ; 
**and  what  is  his  presence  to  me,  when  your  safety  is 
at  stake?    He  is  the  heretic  lawyer  whom  those  silly 
fools,  the  Arthurots,  adhiittod  into  this  housi*.  at  a . 
time  when  they  should  have  let  their  own  father  i 
knock  at  the  door  in  vain,  though  the  night  had  been  ' 
a  wild  one.    You  will  not  surely  dismiss  him  7" 

"Your  own  impatience  can  alone  make  that  steii 
perilous,"  said  the  F'athcr ;  "  I  have  resolved  to  take 
it-^o  not  let  your  indiscreet  zeal,  however  excellent 
Its  motive,  add  any  unnecessary  risk  to  the  transac- 
tion." 

"Even  so T*  said  the  lady,  in  a  tone  of  reproach, 
yet  mingled  with  respect  and  apprehension.  "  .ind 
thus  you  will  still  go  forward^  like  a  stag  upon  the 
hunter's  snares,  with  undoubtmg  confidence,  after 
all  that  has  happened  7" 

"Peace,  madam,"  said  Father  Ruonaventure, 
rising  up;  "bo  silent,  or  quit  the  apartment;  my 
designs  do  not  admit  of  female  criticism." 

To  this  peremptory  command  the  lady  seemed 
about  to  make  a  sharp  reply;  but  she  checked  her- 
self, and  pressing  her  lips  strongly  together^  as  if  to 
liecurc  the  wonis  from  hureiing  fnmi  them  which  were 
already  formed  upon  her  tongue,  she  made  a  deep 
re>'ercnce,  partly  as  it  aeemcu  in  reproach,  partly  in 
respect,  and  left  the  room  as  suddenly  as  she  had 
entered  it. 

The  Father  looked  disturbed  at  this  incident,  which 
he  seemed  sensible  couKl  not  but  fill  Fairford's  ima- 
f^ination  with  an  additional  throng  of  bewildering 
mispicions;  he  bit  his  lip,  and  muttered  something  to 
himself  as  he  walked  through  the  apartment;  then 
suddenly  turned  to  his  visiter  with  a  smile  of  much 
sweetness,  and  a  countenance  in  which  every  rougher 
expression  was  exchanged  for  those  of  courtesy  and 
kindness. 

"The  visit  we  have  been  just  honoured  with,  my 
young  friend,  has  given  you, '  he  said,  "more  secrets 
to  keep  than  I  would  have  wi?hed  you  nurdened  with. 
Tue  lady  is  a  person  of  condition— of  rank  and  for- 
tune— hut  nevertheless,  is  so  circumstanced,  that  the 
mere  fact  of  her  being  known  to  be  in  this  country, 
would  occasion  many  evils.  I  should  wish  you  to 
observe  secrecy  on  this  subject,  even  to  Kedgauntlct 
or  Maxwell,  however  much  I  trust  them  in  all  that 
concerns  my  own  affairs." 

•  "  I  can  have  no  occasion,"  replied  Fairford,  "  for 
holdin;;  any  discussion  with  these  gentlemen,  or  with 
any  others,  on  the  circumstance  which  1  have  just 
witnessed— it  could  only  have  become  the  subject  of 
my  conversation  by  mere  accident,  and  I  wiu 
take  care  to  avoid  the  subject  entirely." 

^  You  will  do  well,  sir,  and  I  thank  you,"  said  the 
Father,  throwing  much  dignity  into  the  expression 
of  obligation  which  he  meant  to  convey.  "The  time 
may  perhaps  come  when  you  will  learn  what  it  is  to 
have  obliged  one  of  my  condition.  ,  As  to  the  lady, 
she  has  the  highest  merit,  and  nothing  can  be  said  of 
her  justly  which  would  not  redound  to  her  praise. 
Nevertheless — in  short,  sir,  we  wander  at  present  as 
m  a  muminjg  mist— the  son  will,  I  trust,  soon  rise  and 
diioel  iu  when  all  tliat  now  seems  mysterious  will 


be  fully  revealed— or  it  will  sink  into  rain,"  be  added, 
in  a  solemn  tone,  "and  then  czplanatbn  will  be  ui 
little  consequence.— Adieu,  sir  j  I  wish  you  well." 

He  made  a  graceful  obeisance,  and  vanished 
through  the  same  side-door  bv  which  the  lady  hid 
untiri.-d;  and  Alan  thought  he  heard  their  ^-oksesblxh 
in  (iixpiite  in  the  adjoining  apartment 

Ppseiitly  afteru'ards,  Ambrose  entered,  and  toU 
him  that  a  horse  and  guide  wailed  him  beneath  the 
terrace. 

"  The  good  Father  Buonaventure,"  added  the  but- 
ler, "  hw  been  graciously  pleased  to  consider  vour 
situation,  and  de«irod  me  to  inquire  whether  you  nave 
aiiv  occasion  for  a  Supply  of  money  7" 

Make  my  respects  to  his  reverence."  answend 
Fairford,  "and  assure  him  I  am  provided  in  that  par- 
ticular. I  beg  you  also  to  make  my  acknowledg- 
ments to  the  Miss  Arthurets,  and  assure  them  thit 
their  kind  hospitalitv,  to  which  I  probably  owe  oy 
life,  shall  be  remem(>ered  with  sratitude  as  long  as 
that  life  lasts.  You  yourself,  Mr.  Ambrose,  rnvt 
accept  of  my  kindest  thanks  for  your  skill  ana  atten- 
tion." 

Mid  these  acknowledgments  they  left  the  housp, 
descended  the  terrace,  and  reached  the  spot  wbeie 
the  ganicner,  Fairford  s  old  acquaintance,  waited  for 
him,  mounted  upon  one  horse,  and  leading  another. 

Bidding  adieu  to  Ambrose,  our  young  lawyer 
mounted,  and  rode  down  the  avenue,  often  lookmg 
back  to  the  melancholy  and  neglected  dwelling  in 
which  he  had  witnessed  such  strange  scenes,  sod 
musing  upon  the  character  of  its  mysterious  inmstea 
especially  the  noble  and  almost  regal  seeming  priest, 
and  the  beautiful  but  capricious  dame  who,  if  the 
was  really  Father  Buonaventure's  penitent,  seemed 
less  docile  to  the  authority  of  the  church,  thsn,  as 
Alan  conceived,  the  Catholic  discipline  permitted. 
He  could  not  indeed  help  being  sensible  that  the 
whole  deportment  of  these  persons  differed  moch 
from  his  pn-conceii-ed  notions  of  a  priest  and  defo- 
tee.  Father  Buonaventure,  in  particular,  had,  man 
natural  dignity  and  less  art  and  affectation  in  jiii 
manner,  than  accorded  with  the  idea  which  Cslvin- 
ists  were  taught  to  entertain  of  that  wily  and  formida- 
ble nerson,  a  Jesuitical  missionary. 

While  reflecting  on  these  things,  he  looked  back  w 
frequently  at  the  house,  that  Dick  Gardener,  a  fi>^ 
ward,  ta (ten live  fellow,  who  began  to  tire  of  silenoe^ 
at  length  said  to  him,  "I  tliink  you  will  know  Fair* 
ladins  when  you  sec  it  a^ain,  sir  ?" 

"  I  dare  say  I  shall,  Richard."  answered  Fsirfai 
good-humouredly.  "  I  wisli  I  knew  as  well  wheie  I 
am  to  go  next    But  you  can  tell  me,  perhaps?* 

"Your  worship  should  know  better  ihan  V'ssid 
Dick  Gardener ;  "  nevertheless,  I  have  a  notion  foa 
are  going  when^  all  you  Scotsmen  should  be  Ml, 
whether  you  will  or  no." 

"  Not  to  the  devil,  I  hope,  good  Dick?"  said  Fiff- 
ford. 

"  Why,  no.  That  is  a  road  which  you  may  tnvel 
as  heretics ;  but  as  Scotsmen,  I  would  only  send  you 
three- fourths  of  the  way— and  that  is  back  to  Seot- 
land  again— always  craving  your  honour's  pardon." 

"  Does  our  journey  lie  ihat  way  7"  said  Fairfoid. 

"As  far  as  the  water  side,"  said  Richard.  **Iui 
to  carry  you  to  old  Father  Cracken thorp's,  and  then 
you  arc  within  a  spit  and  a  stride  of  Scotland,  as  the 
saying  is.  But  mayhap  you  may  think  twice  of  going 
thither,  for  all  that ;  for  Old  England  is  fat  feeding- 
ground  for  north-country  cattle."^ 


CHAPTER  XVII. 

HAKSATIVS  OF  DABSIX  LATIMEB. 

Otr  history  must  now'  as  the  old  romancers  wont 
to  say,  "  leave  to  toll"  of^  the  quest  of  Alan  Fairford, 
and  instruct  our  readers  of  the  adventures  which  be- 
fell Darsie  La  timer,  left  as  he  was  in  the  precanous 
custody  of  his  self-named  tutor,  the  Laird  of  the 
Lochs  of  Solway,  to  whose  arbitrary  pleaspre  be 
found  it  necessary  for  the  present  to  conform  hinusdf. 

In  consequence  of  this  prudent  resolution,  and  al- 
though he  dui  not  asstune  such  adisguise  witfa»nt  KHiie 
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nmtioDS  of  shamcand  degradation,  Darsie  permitted 
Crinal  Nixon  to  place  over  his  fnce,  and  st.'cure  by  a 
miag^oneoJ  tliosie  «lk  masks  which  ladies  I'rt^iuentiy 
Wn;  to  preserve  their  complexions,  wtien  exp<ii'ed  to 
the  lir  during;  long  journeys  on  horseback.  He  re- 
noostntetl  somewhat  more  vehemently  af^aiust  the 
kaf  riding-skirt,  which  converted  his  iicrson  from 
ihs  waist  into  the  female  guise,  bat  was  obliged  to 
eoneede  this  point  also. 

The  metamorphosis  was  then  complete;  for  the 
ftir  reader  must  be  informed,  that  in  those  rude  timcff^ 
ibe  ladiesi  when  they  honoured  the  masculine  dress 
by  assuming  any  port  of  it  wore  just  such  hats,  coats, 
an  waistcoats,  as  the  male  animals  themselves  made 
BRof^  and  had  no  notion  of  the  elr^nt  compromise 
balwixt  male  and  female  attire,  which  has  now  ac- 
|Bired  par  esccUatrc.  the  name  of  a  habit.  Tnillop- 
BK  things  our  motners  must  have  looked,  with  long 

E re-cut  coats,  lacking  collars,  and  with  waistcoats 
tifuUy  supplied  with  a  length  of  pocket,  which 
;  fiir  downwards  from  the  middle.  Rut  then 
ihsf  had  sonic  advantage  from  the  splendid  colours, 
Im&  and  gny  embroider}',  which  masculine  attirt;  then 
ahibited ;  and,  as  happens  in  many  smiilar  instances, 
Ae  finery  of  the  materials  made  amends  for  the  want 
of  fymmetry  and  grace  of  form  in  the  garments  them- 
Mhwa.    But  this  is  a  digression. 

In  the  court  of  the  old  mansion,  half  manor-place, 
blf  farm-house,  or  rather  a  decayed  manor-house, 
taawned  into  an  abode  for  a  Cumberland  tenant, 
Hood  several  saddled  horses.  Four  or  five  of  them  were 
BOOBted  by  servants  or  inferior  retainers,  ail  of  whom 
woe  well-armed  with  sword,  pistol,  and  carabine, 
ht  two  had  riding  furniture  for  the  use  of  females— 
iheone  being  accoutred  with  a  side-saddle,  the  other 
vilh  a  pillion  attached  to  the  saddle. 

Darsie's  heart  beat  quicker  within  him ;  he  easily 
CDDprehended  that  one  of  these  was  intended  for  his 
own  oae ;  and  his  hopes  suggested  that  the  other  was 
Wgned  for  that  oi  the  fair  Green-Mantle,  whom, 
•eeording  to  his  established  practice,  he  had  adopted 
fothe queen  of  his  affections^  although  his  opportu- 
Ums  Off  holding  communication  with  her  had  not 
cioeeded  the  length  of  a  silent  supper  on  one  occa- 
■M,and  tho  goingdownacountrv-danceon  another. 
ni%  however,  waa  no  unwonted  mood  of  passion 
niih  Oarsie  Latimer,  upon  whom  Cupid  was  used  to 
iriniph  only  in  the  degree  of  a  Mahratta  conqueror, 
vho  overruns  a  province  with  the  rapidity  of  light- 
UK  but  finds  it  impossible  to  retain  it  beyond  a  very 
biia  apace.  Yet  thia  new  love  was  rather  more 
■riDUB  than  the  scarce  skinned-up  wounds  which  his 
bioid  Fairford  used  to  ridicule.  The  damsel  had 
ihown  a  ancerc  interest  in  his  behalf;  and  the  air  of 
■ystery  with  which  that  intt  rest  was  veiled,  gave 
hff,  to  nia  lively  imagination,  the  character  of  a  l^ne- 
volent  and  protecting  spirit,  as  much  aa  that  of  a 
bsantifiil  female. 

At  former  times,  the  romance  attending  his  short- 
ifad  attachments  had  been  of  his  own  crt^ating,  and 
bad  disappeared  soon  as  ever  he  approached  more 
doady  to  the  object  with  which  he  nad  invested  it. 
Oil  the  present  occasion,  it  really  flowed  from  external 
cicamstancpii,  which  might  have  interested  less  sus- 
OBoUe  heMnfL  and  an  imagination  less  lively  than 
wof  Daraie  Latimer,  young,  inexperienced,  and  cn- 
tbotiastic  as  he  was. 

•He  watched,  therefore,  anxk>usly  to  whose  8er\'ice 
lae  palfrey  bearing  the  lady's  saddle  was  destined. 
But  ere  any  female  appeared  to  occupy  it,  he  was  him- 
■^  •ummoiK'd  to  take  his  seat  on  the  pillion  behind 
uistal  Nixon,  amid  the  grins  of  his  old  acquaint- 
laee  Jan.  who  helped  him  to  horse,  and  the  tinre- 
Knioed  laughter  of  Cicelv^  who  displayed  on  the 
•eeaiioo  a  case  of  teeth  which  might  have  rivalled 
noiy. 

Latimer  was  at  an  age  when  being  an  object  of 
iBoeral  ridicule  even  to  clowns  and  milkmaids,  was 
■ot  a  matter  of  indifference,  and  he  longed  heartily  to 
mlaki  his  horsi-whip  across  Jan's  shoulders.  That, 
Wvever,  %vas  osolacement  of  his  feelings  which  was 
Jst  at  the  moment  to  be  thought  of ;  and  Cnstal 
inion  presently  put  an  end  to  hia  unpleasant  situs- 

iioQ.  bf  ot^ifving  the  riders  to  go  on.   He  himself 
V«.  V. 


kept  the  centre  of  the  troop,  two  men  riding  l)efore 
and  two  behind  him,  always^  as  it  si^'med  to  Dursie, 
having  their  eye  unon  him,  to  prevent  any  attempt  to 
escape.  He  cxjula  see  from  time  to  time,  when  the 
straight  line  of  the  road,  or  the  advantage  of  an  as- 
cent permitted  him,  that  another  troop  of  three  or  four 
riders  followed  them  at  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile's 
distance,  amongst  whom  he  could  discover  the  tall 
form  of  Redgauntlet,  and  the  powerful  action  of  his 

Sallant  black  horse.    He  had  little  doubt  that  Green- 
Ian  tie  made  one  of  the  party,  though  he  was  unable 
to  distinguish  her  from  the  others. 

In  this  manner  they  travelled  from  six  in  the  morn- 
ing until  nearly  ten  of  the  clock,  without  Darsic's 
exchanging  a  word  with  any  one ;  for  he  loathed  the 
very  idea  of  entering  into  conversation  with  Cnstal 
Nixon,  against  whom  he  seemed  to  feel  an  instinctive 
aversion;  nor  was  that  domestic's  saturnine  and 
sullen  disposition  such  as  to  have  encouraged  ad- 
vances, had  he  thought  of  making  them. 

At  length  the  party  halted  for  the  purpose  of  refresh- 
ment ;  but  as  they  had  hitherto  avoided  all  villages 
and  inhabited  places  upon  their  route,  so  they  now 
stopped  at  one  of  those  large  ruinous  Dutch  bams, 
which  are  sometimes  found  in  the  fields,  at  a  dis- 
tance from  the  farm-houses  to  which  they  belong. 
Yet  in  this  desolate  place  some  preparations  had  been 
made  for  their  reception.  There  were  in  the  end  of 
the  barn,  racks  filled  with  provender  for  the  horses, 
and  plenty  of  provisions  for  the  party  were  drawn 
from  the  trusses  of  straw,  under  which  the  baskets 
that  contained  them  had  been  deposited.  The  choic- 
tst  of  these  were  selected  and  arranged  apart  by 
Crista]  Nixon,  while  the  men  of  the  party  threw 
themselves  upon  the  rest,  which  he  abandoned  to  their 
discretion.  In  a  few  minutes  afterwards  the  rear- 
ward party  arrived  and  dismounted,  and  Redgauntlet 
hims«!lf  entered  the  barn  with  the  i^rcen-mantlod 
maiden  by  his  side.  He  presented  her  to  Daraie  with 
these  words  :— 

"It  is  time  you  two  should  know  each  other  better. 
I  promised  you  my  confidence,  Daisie,  and  the  tiqieia 
come  for  reposing  it.  But  firat  we  will  have  our 
breakfast ;  and  then,,  when  once  more  in  the  saddle, 
I  will  tell  you  that  which  it  is  necessary  that  you 
should  know.    Salute  Lilias,  Darsie." 

The  command  was  sudden,  and  surprised  Latuner, 
whose  confusion  was  increased  by  the  perfect  eaae 
and  frankness  with  which  Lilias  oflered  at  once  her 
check  and  her  hand,  and  pressing  his,  as  she  rather 
took  it  than  gave  her  own,  said  very  frankly.  "Dearest 
Darsie,  how  rejoiced  I  am  that  oui  uncle  has  at  last 
permitted  us  to  become  acquainted  P' 

Danrie'a  head  turned  round ;  and  it  was  perhaps 
well  that  Redgauntlet  called  on  him  tositdown,  as 
even  that  movement  served  to  hide  his  confusion. 
There  is  an  old  song  which  says— 

"  when  ladicn  art  willinr, 

A  nwn  caa  bat  look  like  u  (om  :** 

And  on  the  same  principle  Darsie  Latimer's  look»dt 
this  unexpected  frankness  of  reception,  would  have 
formed  an  admirable  vignette  for  illustniting  the  pas- 
sage. "  Dearest  Darsie,"  and  such  a  ready,  nay,  eager 
salute  of  lip  and  hand  !— It  was  all  very  gracious,  no 
doubt— and  ought  to  have  been  received  with  much 
gratitude;  but,  constituted  as  our  friend's  tcinpcr  was, 
nothing  could  be  more  inconsistent  with  his  tone  of 
feeling.  If  a  hermit  had  propofed  to  him  to  cluff  for 
a  pot  of  beer,  the  illusion  of  his  reverend  sanctity 
could  not  have  been  dispelled  more  efTectually  than 
the  divine  nualities  of  Green-Mantle  faded  upon  the 
ill-imagined  frank-heartedness  of  poor  Lilias.  Vexed 
with  her  forwardness,  and  afi'rontcd  at  having  once 
more  cheated  himself,  Darsie  could  hardly  help  mut- 
tering two  lines  of  the  song  wo  have  already  quoted  ■ 

"  The  frait  that  muit  fhit  without  ihaking 
Is  raUier  t»o  mellow  fur  me." 

And  yet  it  was  pity  of  her  too— she  was  a  very  pretty 
young  woman— his  fancy  had  scaree  overrated  her  in 
that  respect— and  the  slight  derangement  of  the  beau- 
tiful brown  locks  which  escaped  in  natural  ringlets 
from  under  her  riding-hat.  with  the  bloom  which  ex- 
leidse  htd  biooshi  mtoiMx  <2hMk^iBM^i&\iBi  ««?Bk 
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more  than  Udually  fAKinatinsr.  Redffauntiet  modififH] 
the  dternnesfi  of  nin  look  whi'n  it  wasturntil  towanlfl 
her,  and,  in  ndtlrewinp  htT,  \m't\  a  Jwfter  tone  than  hi* 
uaual  deep  basii.  Even  thn  i;rim  featurea  uf  Cri«ral 
Nixon  n?laxtHl  when  he  ntt»'nd«.'ri  on  her,  and  it  was 
then,  if  ever,  that  his  njiMnthropiralvmage  expressed 
Bonic  svmpnihv  with  the  r»'»t  <if  humanity'. 

"Hu'w  can  she,''  thought  I^ntimur,  "liiok  ao  like  an 
angel,  yel  be  m  mere  a  mortal  after  all  ?— How  o>uld 
8o  mui'h  aeeniinK  niodenty  have  m)  much  forwarrlnesa 
of  manner,  when  she  ouj^ht  to  have  been  moat  reserv- 
ed ?  How  ran  her  Winduct  be  reconciled  to  the  f^race 
and  ease  of  her  gi^neral  dc^rtmi-nt  ?" 

The  confusion  of  thought?  which  occupied  Darsic^a 
imagination,  pave  to  h\n  liNiks  a  diaonlenil  appearance, 
and  his  inattention  to  the  food  which  waa  placed 
before  him,  ioij;ether  with  his  silence  and  absence  of 
mind,  induciHl  Ldias  solicitously  to  inquire,  whether 
he  did  not  feel  some  return  of  the  disorder  under  which 
he  had  suffered  so  lately.  This  led  Mr.  R*»dpauntlet, 
who  seemed  also  loiit  in  his  own  coiuemplHtions,  to 
raise  his  eyea,  and  join  in  the  same  iiwuiry  with  »>me 
apptrarance  of  interest.  Latimer  explained  to  both, 
that  he  was  perfectly  well. 

"  It  is  well  it  is  so,"  answered  Redgaontlct ;  ''  for 
we  have  that  before  us  which  will  brook  no  delay  from 
indisposition— we  have  not,  as  Hotspur  aays,  leisure 
U)  be  sick." 

Lilias,  on  her  part,  endeavoured  to  prevail  upon 
Darsie  tn  partake  of  the  food  which  she  ofiered  him, 
with  a  kindly  and  affectionate  courtesy,  correspond- 
ins;  to  the  warmth  of  the  interest  ahe  had  displayed 
nt  their  meeting;  but  so  very  natural,  innocent,  and 

Sure  in  its  character,  that  it  would  have  been  impossi- 
le  for  the  vainest  coxcomb  to  have  mistaken  it  for 
coquetry,  or  a  desire  of  captivating  a  |:mze  so  valuable 
as  his  affections.  Darsie,  with  no  more  than  the 
reasonable  share  of  self-opinion  common  to  moat 
youths  wheii  they  approach  twenty-one,  knew  not 
now  to  explain  her  conduct. 

Sometimes  he  was  tempted  to  think  that  his  own 
merits  had,  even  durins  the  short  intervals  when 
they  had  seen  each  otner,  secured  such  a  hold  of 
the  afflictions  of  a  younp  person,  who  had  probably 
been  bred  up  in  ignorance  of  the  world  and  its 
forms,  that  she  was  unable  to  conceal  her  partiality. 
Sometimes  he  suspected  that  she  acted  by  her  gimr- 
dian'a  order,  who,  aware  that  he,  Darsie.  was  entitled 
to  a  considerable  fortune,  miftht  have  taken  this  bold 
stroke  to  bring  about  a  mamage  betwixt  him  and  so 
near  a  relative. 

But  neither  of  the.-**  suppositions  was  applicable 
to  the  character  of  the  parties.  Misa  Lilias's  man- 
ner^  however  soft  and  natural,  diaplayed  in  their  ease 
and  versatility  considerable  acquaintance  with  ihc 
habits  of  tho  world,  and  in  the  few  words  she  said 
during  the  morning  repast,  there  were  mingled  a 
shrewdness  and  good  sense,  which  could  scarce 
belong  to  a  Miss  capable  of  playing  the  silly  part  of 
a  love-smitten  maiden  so  broadly.  As  for  Rea}?aunt- 
let,  with  his  stately  bearing,  his  fatal  frown,  his  eye 
of  threat  and  of  command,  it  was  imjiossible,  Darsie 
thought,  to  suspect  him  of  a  scheme  having  private 
advantage  for  its  object ;— he  could  as  soon  have  im- 
ogincd  Casaius  picking  Cspsar's  pocket,  instead  of 
drawing  his  poniard  on  the  Dictator. 

While  he  thus  mused,  nnahle  either  to  eat,  drink,  or 
answer  to  the  courtesy  of  Lilias,  she  soon  ceased  to 
speak  to  him,  and  sat  silent  an  himaelf. 

They  had  remained  nearly  an  hour  in  their  haltinjg- 
plane^  when Redgauntlet  said  aloud,  "Look out, Cns- 
tsl  Nixon.  If  we  hear  nothing  firom  Fairladies,  we 
must  continue  our  journey." 

Cristal  went  to  the  door,  and  presently  returned  and 
said  to  his  master,  in  a  voice  asharah  aa  his  features, 
*'  Gilbert  Gregson  is  coming,  his  horse  as  white  with 
foam  as  if  a  fiend  had  ridden  him." 

Redgauntlet  threw  from  him  the  plate  on  which  he 
hnd  been  eating,  and  hastened  towards  the  door  of 
tiio  b.iri.  which  the  courier  at  that  moment  entered : 
a  f»mar'  jockev  with  a  black  velvet  hunting-cap,  and 
a  broa.i  belt  drawn  tight  round  his  waist,  to  which 
was  M>curs  I  his  express-bag.  The  variety  of  mud 
wufi  which  he  was  splashed  from  cap  to  epur,  showed 


he  had  had  a  magh  and  rapkl  ride.  He  deKvered  a 
letter  to  Mr.  Kedgaunilei,  with  an  obeisanoe,  and  ihca 
n-tinnl  to  the  end  of  the  barn,  where  the  other  atiend- 
anirt  were  sittinu  or  lying  upon  the  straw,  io  onlcr  to 
get  some  rt-fresnment. 

Rifdgauntlet  broke  the  letter  open  with  haste,  ni 
read  it  with  anxious  and  discomposed  looks.  On  a 
serond  perusal,  his  displeasure  aoemed  to  incresN^ 
his  bntw  darkened,  and  was  distinctly  marked  with 
the  fatal  sign  peculiar  to  bis  family  and  house.  Dar 
sie  had  never  before  observed  his  frown  bear  suck  a 
close  resemblance  to  the  shape  which  tradition  as* 
sigiir«l  it. 

Hi'dgaiintlot  held  out  the  open  letter  with  onehaiid, 
and  stniok  it  with  the  forefinger  of  the  other,  as,  in  a 
s(ij)pressi*d  and  displeased  lone,  he  said  to  Criiial 
Nixon,  "Countermanded— ordered  nortbwsid  once 
more!— Northward,  when  all  our  hopes  lie  to  tlw 
south— a  si>c(ind  Derby  direction,  when  we  turnedoor 
back  on  elor>',  and  marched  in  quest  of  ruin  f 

Cristal  Nixon  took  the  letter  and  ran  it  over,  ikea 
returned  it  to  his  master  with  the  cold  obsenratiau, 
"  a  female  inHuenre  predominates." 

'*  But  it  shall  predominate  no  longer."  said  Red- 
gauntlet ;  "*  it  shall  wane  as  oura  rises  in  the  horiioa 
Mean  while,  I  will  on  before— and  you,  Cristal,  will 
bring  the  party  to  the  place  assigned  in  the  letter 
Vou  may  now  permit  the  young  persons  to  have  unre 
served  communication  together;  only  mark  thatyoi 
watch  the  voung  man  clo<«ely  enough  to  prevent  hii 
escape,  if  ne  should  be  idiot  enough  to  attempt  it, 
but  not  appn>aching  so  close  as  to  watch  their  fiw 
conversation." 

*'I  care  naught  about  their  conrersation,"  aai 
Nixon,  suriily. 

"You  hear  my  commands,  Lilias,*'  said^he  Lani, 
turning  to  the  young  lady.  ;' You  mav  use  my  par- 
mission  and  authority  to  explain  so  much  of  ournmily 
matters  as  you  yourself  know.  At  our  next  meetiit 
I  will  complete  the  task  of  disckisure,  and  I  treat  I 
shall  restore  one  Hedgaimtlei  more  to  the  bosom  of 
our  ancient  family.  Let  Latimer,  as  he  calls  hioiseU. 
I  have  a  horse  tn  himself;  he  must  for  some  lime  retail 
his  disguise.— My  horse— my  horse !" 

In  two  minutes  they  heard  him  ride  off"  from  the 
door  of  the  barn,  followed  at  speed  by  two  of  the 
armed  men  of  his  party. 

The  commands  of  Cristal  Nixon,  in  the  mean  while, 
put  all  the  remainder  of  the  party  in  motion,  but  the 
Laird  himself  was  long  out  of  sight  ere  they  wenia 
readiness  to  resume  their  journey.  When  at  lenfib 
they  set  out,  Darsie  was  accommodated  with  a  boirBe 
and  aide-saddle,  instead  of  being  obliged  to  resume 
his  place  on  the  pillion  behind  the  detestable  Niioa. 
He  was  obliged,  however,  to  retain  his  ridin((  skirt, 
and  to  reassume  his  maak.  Yet  notwithstanding thip 
disagreeable  circumatance,  and  although  he  obsmed 
that  they  gave  him  the  heaviest  and  albwest  horse  of 
the  party,  and  that,  as  a  farther  precaution  against 
escape,  he  was  closely  watched  on  every  side,  yet  riding 
in  company  with  the  pretty  Lilias  was  an  advantage 
which  overbalanced  these  inconveniences. 

It  is  true,  that  this  society,  to  which  that  veiT 
morning  he  would  have  looked  forward  as  a  glimiiie 
of  heaven,  had,  now  that  it  was  thus  unexpectedly  ID; 
dulged,  something  much  less  rapturous  than  he  asd 
expected. 

It  was  in  vain  that,  in  order  to  avail  himself  of  > 
situation  so  favourable  for  indulging  his  romantic  dis- 
position, he  endeavoured  to  coax  back,  if  I  may  a> 
express  myself;  that  delightful  dream  of  ardent  aod 
tender  passion ;  he  felt  only  such  a  confuaion  of  ideas 
at  the  difierence  between  the  being  whom  he  bad 
imagined,  and  her  with  whom  he  was  now  in  coo- 
tact,  that  it  seemed  to  him  like  the  effect  of  witchcnit 
What  most  surprised  him  was,  that  this  sudden  flane 
should  have  died  away  so  rapidly,  notwithatanding 
that  the  maiden'a  personal  beauty  wao  even  greater 
than  he  had  expected— her  demeanour,  unleas  it  should 
be  deemed  over  kind  towards  himself,  as  graceful  and 
becoming  as  he  could  have  fancied  it,  even  m  his  gay- 
est dreams.  It  were  judging  hardly  of  him  to  auppooa 
that  the  mere  belief  of  hia  having  attracbxl  her  aflee- 
tions  more  easily  than  he  expected,  was  the  cause  of 
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Im  nngratafully  imdfliTahiing  a  priia  too  lightly  won, 
or  thai  hi«  transient  passion  played  around  his  heart 
with  the  flitting  radiance  of  a  wintrv  sunbeam  flash- 
ing against  an  icicle,  which  may  brighten  it  for  a 
xnomefit,  but  cannot  melt  it.  Nrtther  of  these  was 
piw-iaely  the  case,  though  such  fickleness  of  disposition 
mKht  aim  have  some  influence  in  the  chan^ 

The  truth  is,  perhgps,  that  the  lover's  pleasure,  like 
that  of  the  hunter,  is  in  the  chase;  and  that  the 
brightest  beauty  loaes  half  its  merit,  as  the  fairest 
ilower  its  perfume,  when  the  willing  hand  can  reach 
it  too  easily.  There  must  be  doubt— there  must  be 
danger— there  muf>t  be  difficulty;  and  if,  as  the  poet 
«aya,  the  coqrse  of  ardent  affection  never  does  run 
MDOSCh,  it  is  perhaps  because,  without  soine  inter- 
Tening  obstacle^  that  which  is  called  the  romantic 
paasion  of  love,  m  its  hiidi  poetical  character  and  co- 
lourinffi  can  hardly  have  an  existence;— any  more 
than  there  can  be  a  current  in  a  river,  without  the 
stream  being  narrowed  by  steep  banks,  or  checked  by 
opposing  rocks. 

Let  not  those,  however,  who  enter  into  a  union  for 
life  without  those  embarrassments  which  di-licht  a 
Darsie  Latimer,  or  a  Lydia  Languish,  and  which  are 
perhaps  necessary  to  excite  an  enthusiastic  passion 
m  breasts  more  Arm  than  theirs,  augur  worne  of  their 
fotare  happiness,  because  their  own  alliance  is  formed 
qnder  calmer  aumices.  Mutual  esteem,  an  intimate 
knowledge  of  each  other's  character,  seen,  as  in  their 
ease^  unafisguised  by  tiie  mists  of  too  partial  passion— 
a  suitable  proportion  of  parties  in  rank  and  fortune,  in 
taste  and  purmiics— are  more  frequently  found  in  a 
marriage  of  reason,  than  in  a  union  of  romantic  at- 
tacfameiii;  where  the  imagination,  which  probably 
ciented  the  virtues  and  accomplishments  with  which 
it  invested  the  beloved  object,  is  frequently  afterwards 
employed  in  ma^ifying  the  mortifying  consequences 
of  its  own  delusion,  and  exasperating  all  the  stmgsof 
disappointment,  llioee  who  follow  the  banners  of 
Reiiion  are  tike  die  well-disciplined  battalion  which, 
wearing  a  more,  sober  unifonn,  and  making  a  less 
danling  show,  than  the  light  troops  commanded  by 
Imagination,  enjoy  more  safety,  and  even  niore  lio- 
oour,  ill  the  conflicts  of  human  life.  All  this,  how- 
cviT,  is  forcifrn  to  our  present  purpose. 

Uncertain  in  what  manner  to  address  her  whom  he 
bd  beiti  hitely  so  anxious  to  meet  with,  and  embar-  i 
nssed  by  a  ttte-H-tite  to  which  his  own  timid  in-  ' 
fxpefienoc  gave  some  awkwardness,  Ihe  party  had  I 
prooeded  more  than  a  hundred  yards  before  Darsie 
tffumed  courage  to  accost,  or  even  to  look  at,  his 
companion. .  Sensible,  however,  of  the  impropriety  of 
his  silence,  he  turned  to  speak  to  her :  and  observing 
that,  although  she  wore  her  mask,  there  was  some- 
thing like  disappointment  and  dvrtection  in  her  man- 
ner, ne  was  moved  by  self-reproach  for  his  own  cold- 
ness, and  hastened  to  address  her  in  the  kindest  tone 
he  enuld  assume. 

*'  Yon  must  think  me  craelly  deficient  in  gratitude, 
Miss  LiliaH,  that  I  have  been  thus  long  in  your  coin- 

iny,  without  thanking  you  for  the  inter<<st  which  you 

▼e  deigned  to  take  in  my  unfortunate  affairs  7" 

**I  am  friad  you  have  at  length  spoken,"  she  said, 
**  thoiwh  1  own  it  is  more  coldly  than  I  expected.— 
JHEm  Liliae!  Deign  to  take  interest— In  whom,  dear 
Darsie,  ran  I  take  interest  but  in  von  7  and  why  do 
you  put  this  barrier  of  ceremony  betwixt  us,  whom 
adverse  cirotinistanocs  have  alreaidy  separatud  for  such 
alengthof  tinwT' 

Darsie  wa?  again  confounded  at  the  extra  candour, 
if  we  may  use  the  term,  of  this  frank  avowal— "One 
most  love  portridge  very  well,"  thought  he,  "  to  ar- 
cept  if  when  thrown  in  one's  face— if  this  is  not  plain 
speaking,  ihere  is  no  such  place  as  downright  Dun- 
stable in  b<ring  V*  \ 

Embarrassed  with  these  reflections,  and  himself  of  j 
a  nature  fbnrifully,  almost  fiastidiuusly,  delicate,  he  j 
eould  only  in  reply  stammer  forth  an  acknowledgment  j 
of  his  companion's  (voodnesa,  and  his  own  gratitiide. 
She  answered  in  a  tone  partly  sorrowful  and  partly  | 
impatient,  repeating,  with  displesABH  emphasis,  the  | 
only  distinct  words  he  had  been  able  to  bnng  forth—  < 
**  Guodness—gratitude!— O  Darsie,  should  these  be 
ibe  pbraaes  between  you  and  mt  7— Alas  1 1  am  too  I 
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sure  yoo  are  diiplessed  with  me,  thou|^  I  cannot  even 

Kiess  on  what  account  Perhaps  you  think  I  have 
■en  too  free  in  venturing  upon  my  visit  to  your  friend. 
Hut  then  remember  it  was  in  your  Mialf,  and  that  I 
knew  no  better  way  to  put  you  on  your  guard  against 
the  misfortunes  and  restraint  which  you  have  been 
subjected  to,  and  are  still  enduring." 

Dear  lady"— said  Darsie,  rallying  his  recol- 
lection, and  suspicious  of  some  error  in  apprehen- 
sion,—a  suspicion  which  his  mode  of  address  seemed 
at  once  to  communicate  to  Lilias,  for  she  interrupted 
him, 

"Lady!  dear  latfyh-For  whom,  or  for  what,  in 
Heaven  s  name,  do  you  take  me,  that  you  address  mo 
so  formally  7" 

Had  the  question  i>een  asked  in  that  enchanted  haU 
in  Fair>'-land,  where  all  interrogations  must  be  an- 
swerad  with  absolute  sincerity.  Darsie  bad  certainly 
replied  that  he  took  her  for  the  most  frank-hearted 
and  ultra-liberal  lass  that  had  ever  lived  since  Mother 
Eve  eat  the  pippin  without  paring.  But  as  he  was 
ptill  on  middle-earth,  and  free  to  avail  himself  of  a 
little  polite  deceit,  he  barely  answered,  that  he  be- 
lieved he  had  the  honour  of  speaking  to  the  niece  of 
Mr.  Redgauntlet 

"  Surely,"  she  replied ;  "  but  were  it  not  as  easy  for 
you  to  have  said,  to  your  own  only  sister?" 

Dnrsie  startai  in  his  saddle,  as  if  he  had  received  a 
pistol-shot. 

"  My  sister!"  he  exclaimed. 

"And  you  did  no/  know  it,  then?"  said  she.  "  I 
thought  your  receptkin  of  me  was  cold  and  indif 
ferent" 

A  kind  and  cordial  embrace  took  place  betwixt  the 
relatives;  and  so  light  was  Darsie^s  spirit,  that  he 
really  felt  himself  more  reliev(>d,  by  getting  quit  of  the 
embarrassments  of  the  last  half  hour,  dunng  which 
he  conceived  himself  in  danger  of  being  persecuted 
by  the  attachment  of  a  forward  girl,  than  disappointed 
by  the  vonishing  of  so  many  dav-dreams  as  ne  had 
been  in  the  habit  of  encouraging  during  t.le  time  when 
the  green-mantled  maiden  was  goddess  of  his  idola- 
try'. He  had  been  already  flung  from  his  roniontic 
Pegasus,  and  was  too  happy  at  length  to  find  himself 
with  bones  unbroken,  though  with  his  back  on  the 
ground.  He  was,  besides,  with  all  his  whims  and 
follies,  a  generous,  kind-hearted  youth,  and  was 
delighted  to  acknowledge  bo  beautiful  and  amiable  a 
relative,  and  to  assure  her  in  the  warmest  terms  of 
his  immediate  afleciion  and  future  protection,  so  soon 
as  they  should  be  extricated  from  their  present  situa- 
tion. Smiles  and  tears  mingled  on  Liiios's  cheeks^ 
like  showers  and  sunshine  in  April  weather. 

"Out  on  me,"  she  said,  "  that  I  should  be  so  chiM- 
ish  as  to  cry  at  what  makes  me  so  sincerely  happy! 
since,  God  knows,  family-love  is  what  my  heart  haa 
most  longed  after,  and  to  which  it  has  b(«n  most  a 
stronger.  My  uncle  says  that  you  and  I,  Darsie.  are 
but  half  Redgaiintlets,  and  that  the  metal  of  which 
our  father's  family  was  made,  has  been  softened  to 
cfTeminacy  in  our  mother's  oflitpriug." 

"Alasr  sakl  Darsie,  "1  know  so  little  of  our  family 
story,  that  I  almost  doubted  that  I  belonged  to  the 
House  of  Redgauntlet,  although  the  chief  of  the  family 
himself  intimated  so  much  to  me." 

"The  Chief  of  the  family!"  said  Lilias.  "You 
must  know  little  of  your  own  descent  indeed,  if  you 
mean  my  uncle  by  that  expression.  You  yourselil 
my  dear  Darsie,  are  the  heir  and  representative  of 
our  aneieni  House,  for  our  father  was  the  elder  bro- 
ther—that brave  and  unhappy  Sir  Henry  Darsie  Ked- 
Siuniler,  who  suffered  at  Carlisle  in  the  year  1746. 
e  took  the  name  of  Darsie,  in  conjunction  with  bin 
own,  from  our  mother,  heiress  to  a  Cumberland  fami 
ly  ti  great  wealth  and  antiquity,  of  whose  largo 
estates  vou  are  the  unileniablc  tieir,  although  thoae 
of  your  ifather  have  been  involved  in  the  general  doom 
of  fiM-feituns.  But  all  this  must  be  necessarily  im- 
known  to  you." 

"*  Indeed  I  hear  it  for  the  first  time  in  my  Ufe,"  an 
swered  Darsie. 

"And  you  knew  not  that  I  was  your  sister?"  uid 
Lilias.  No  wonder  you  received  me  so  coldly. 
What  a  strange,  wild,  forward  young  person  you  i 


m 


REDGAUNTLFT. 


[Chaf.  ZVHL 


hiive  thought  me— mixing  mjrwlf  in  the  fortuneii  of  a 
stranf^r  whiwn  I  had  only  once  spoken  to— cunt»ii- 
pondin^  with  him  bv  HJ.^ns— Good  Hfaven!  what 
can  you  have  Hupposwl  nie?" 

"  And  how  should  I  have  come  to  th«'  knowJedRr  of 
our  connexion  ?"  said  Daraie.  "  You  are  awan>  1  was 
not  acriuaintttJ  with  it  when  wo  danced  together  at 
Brokenburn." 

''  I  saw  that  with  concern,  and  fain  I  would  have 
warned  yon,"  annwered  Liiias;  "but  1  was  closely 
watched,  and  before  I  could  find  or  make  an  oppor- 
tunity of  coming;  lo  a  full  explanation  with  you  on  a 
subject  so  airitatmj;,  I  was  forced  to  leave  the  room. 
What  I  did  say  was,  you  may  remember,  a  caution  to 
leave  the  southern  border,  for  I  foresaw  what  has 
since  happened.  But  since  my  uncle  has  had  you  in 
his  (Kiwer,  I  never  doubted  he  had  communicated  to 
you  our  whole  family  histor>'." 

"He  has  left  mo  to  learn  it  from  yon,  Lilias;  and 
assure  yourself  that  I  will  hear  it  witli  nion*  pleasure 
from  your  lips  than  from  his.  ]  huvo  no  reason  to 
be  i)leas«Ml  with  his  conduct  towards  me." 

**Of  that,"  said  Lilias,  "you  will  jud^  belter 
when  you  have  heard  what  I  have  to  tell  you ;" 
and  the  began  her  communication  in  the  following 
manner. 

CHAPTER  XVIII. 

NARRATIVB  OF  DABSUC  LATIMER,   COXTIKUED. 

"  The  House  of  Redgauntlet,"  said  the  youn^  lady, 
"  has  for  centuries  been  supposed  (o  lie  under  a  doom, 
which  has  rendyred  vain  their  courase,  their  talents, 
their  ambition,  and  their  wisdom.  Often  making  a 
figure  in  history,  they  have  been  ever  in  the  situation, 
of  men  striving  agamst  both  wind  and  tide^  who  dis- 
tin^ish  themselves  by  their  desperate  exertions  of 
strength,  and  their  persevering  endurance  of  toil,  but 
without  being  able  to  advance  themselves  upon  their 
course,  by  either  vigour  or  resolution.  They  prercnd 
to  trace  thid  fatality  to  a  legendary  history,  which  I 
mav  tell  you  at  a  less  busy  moment." 

Darsie  intimated,  that  he  had  already  heard  the 
trazic  8U)ry  of  Sir  Alberick  Redgauntlet. 

I  need  only  say,  then,"  proceeded  Lihaa,  "that 
our  father  and  uncle  felt  the  fannly  doom  in  its  full 
extent.  They  were  both  possessecl  of  considerable 
property,  which  was  largely  incn.>ased  by  our  father's 
marriage,  and  were  both  devotr^  to  the  »ervit«  of  the 
unhappy  House  of  Stewart;  but  (as  our  mother  at  least 
supposed)  family  considerations  might  have  withheld 
her  husband  from  joining  openly  in  the  affair  of  I74r>, 
had  not  the  hicjh  influence  whicn  the  youn^^er  brother 
possessed  over  the  elder,  from  his  more  decided  energy 
of  character,  hurried  him  along  with  himself  into  that 
undertaking. 

"  When,  therefore,  the  enterprise  came  to  the  fatal 
concluaioii.  which  bereaved  our  father  of  his  life,  and 
consigned  his  brother  to  exile,  Lady  Recigauntlet  fled 
from  the  north  of  England,  determined  ti>  break  otf 
all  communication  with  her  late  hu^)and's  family, 

Carticularly  his  bnither,  whom  she  regarded  as  having, 
y  their  insane  pt)litical  enthusiasm^  lH>en  the  means 
of  his  untimely  death ;  and  detcrmmed  thai  you,  my 
brother^  an  infant,  and  that  I,  to  whom  she  had  just 
given  birth,  should  be  brought  up  as  adherents  of  the 
present  dynasty.  Perhaps  she  was  too  hasty  in  this 
aetiTinination— too  timidly  anxious  to  exclude,  if  pos- 
sible, from  the  knowlinlgi*  of  the  very  spot  where  we 
existed,  a  relation  so  nearly  connoctM  with  us  as  our 
father's  only  brother.  But  you  must  make  allowance 
for  what  she  had  suffered.  See,  bmther,"  slic  said, 
pulling  her  glove  off,  "  these  five  bh>od-.spcrka  on  my 
arm  are  a  innrk  by  which  mysterious  iVaturo  has 
impresfted.  on  an  unborn  infant,  a  record  of  its  father's 
violent  death  and  its  mother's  miseries."* 

*  Spveral  perwHU  have  broufht  down  to  Vhfim  dajra  the  im- 
iireMion*  wiiicli  Naturv  liad  tiiu<i  ivi:unl»*il,  whnn  thi>r  WHn>  yet 
hab^  unborn.  Unu  ladjr  or  qualitr,  wlin«e  fatlior  wni  Innir 
unriMf  Ni'nionce  ordi'aih.  prf?vi<NM  tu  tlic  rvtmlliuii,  wa^  marKRd 
on  thH  ba(*k  of  tho  ni>rk  bj  the  nitfti  of  a  brttad  n:ie.  Amtthor. 
wlKhtc  kinMn«ii  tiad  been  «lain  in  batllv,  and  diDtl  (Hi  tiie  ««Nr- 
T'tld  to  the  number  of  *v\cq,  lion>  a  child  iipalti!re«l  un  the  ttgUi 
MhouhltT,  and  ciuwn  tho  arm.  witli  ararlet  dropi,  a^  if  of  blood. 
Maov  oilier  iustanotw  mif  hi  be  quoied. 


"  Yon  wem  nov  then  bom  when  my  father  inf- 
fer«I?"  said  Darsie. 

"  .Alas,  no !"  she  replied ;  "  nor  were  you  a  twehe> 
month  oM.    It  was  no  wonder  that  my  iitotlicr,  tfiir 

B)ing  through  such  sct^nes  of  agony,  l>e4-am«  irnesiMi- 
y  anxious  for  the  sake  of  her  children— of  hersoi 
in  particular;  the  more  especially  as  the  late  9k 
Henry,  her  hu.«band,  had,  by  a  settlement  of  hb 
affairs,  confided  the  cuskKly  of  the  persons  of  her 
children,  as  well  as  the  estates  which  descended  to 
them,  independently  of  those  which  fell  under  hit 
fofteiture,  to  his  brother  Hugh,  in  whom  be  placed 
unlimited  confidence." 

"  But  my  mother  had  no  reason  to  fear  the  open- 
tion  of  such  a  dtvd,  conceived  in  favour  of  an  atttutfld 
man.'*  said  Darsie. 

"True,"  replied  Lilias;  "hut  our  uncle's  atuinder 
might  have  bwu  reversed,  like  that  of  so  manv  other 
pf;r!<(ins,  mid  our  moiiier,  who  both  feared  and  hated 
him,  liv(;d  in  eontinual  terror  that  this  woukl  be  the 
case,  and  thai  she  should  see  the  author,  is  she 
thought  him,  of  her  husband's  death,  come  araied 
with  legal  pf>wers^  and  in  a  capacity  to  use  them,  for 
the  purpose  of  teanng  her  children  fnm)  her  protection. 
Resides,  she  feared,  even  in  his  incapacitated  condi- 
tion, the  adventunjus  and  pertinacious  spirit  of  her 
brothiT-in-law,  Hugh  Redgauntlet,  and  felt  astand 
that  he  would  make  some  attempt  to  possess  hiroedf 
of  the  piTsons  u(  the  children.  On  the  other  hind, 
our  uncle,  whose  proud  diimosiiion  niighn  perhaps 
have  been  soothe<i  by  the  oner  of  her  confidence,  n- 
volte<l  against  the  distrustful  and  suspicious  maniMr 
in  which  Lady  Darsie  Ke<igauntlet  acted  towaitb 
him.  She  basely  abused,  he  said,  the  unhappy  ci^ 
cuniHtnncfis  in  which  he  was  placL-d,  in  order  tode* 
prive  him  of  his  natural  privilege  of  protecting  lad 
educating  the  infants,  whom  nature  and  law,  and  the 
will  of  their  father,  had  committed  to  his  charge,  lad 
he  swore  solemnlv  he  would  not  submit  to  suchu 
injury.  lli^Kirt  of  his  threats  was  made  to  Lady  Red- 
gauntlet, and  tendivl  to  increase  tiuise  fears  which 
proved  but  too  well  founded.  While  you  and  I,  chil- 
dren at  that  time  of  two  or  three  years  old,  wen 
playing  togetlier  in  a  walled  orchanl,  adjacent  to  our 
ino'thi'Hs  n  sidence,  which  she  had  hxea  somewhae 
in  Devonshire,  my  uncle  suddenly  scaled  the  watt 
with  several  men,  and  1  was  snatchui  up  and  carried 
off  to  a  l>oat  which  waited  for  them.  My  mother,  bow- 
ever,  flew  to  your  rescue,  and  as  she  seized  on  tad 
held  you  fast,  my  uncle  could  iK>t,  as  he  has  einoe 
told  me,  pos.Hess  nimselfof  your  iterson,  without  uaof 
unmanly  violenee  to  his  brother's  widow.  Of  thii 
he  was  Incapable ;  and,  as  i>er)ple  began  to  aeseuiUe 
upon  my  mother's  screaming,  he  withdrew,  af^ 
darling  iirxm  you  and  her  one  of  tluK>«e  fearful  looka 
which,  it  is  said,  remain  with  our  fumily,  aa  afitil 
bc<iuest  of  Sir  Alberick,  our  ancestor." 

"  I  have  some  recollection  of  the  scuffle  which  yoa 
mention."  said  Darsie ;  "  and  I  think  it  was  my  uikie 
hini.H-.'lf  (sinc<f  my  uncle  he  is)  who  n^calleti  thedrcum- 
stance  to  my  mind  on  a  late  occasion.  I  can  now  ac- 
count for  the  guarded  seclusion  under  which  my  poor 
mother  lived— for  her  frequent  tears,  her  starts  of  nys* 
terioal  alarm,  and  her  constant  and  deep  melancholy* 
Poor  lady!  what  a  lot  was  hers,  and  what  musthtfe 
been  her  feelings  when  it  approacheti  to  a  close!" 

"It  was  then  thai  she  adopted,"  said  Lilias,  "every 
precaution  hor  ingenuity  coidd  suggest,  to  keep  yoor 
very  existence  concealed  from  llie  person  whom  eho 
ft-areil— nay,  from  yourwlf ;  for  she  dreudi-d,  as  she  if 
said  often  to  have  expressed  herself',  that  the  wildfire 
blood  of  Redgiiuntlet  would  urge  you  to  unite  your 
fortunes  to  those  of  your  uncle,  who  was  well  knowD 
still  to  carry  on  political  intrigues,  which  moat  other 
persons  had  considered  as  desperaie.  It  was  also 
possible  that  he,  as  well  as  others,  mi;^ht  get  his  par* 
don,  as  government  showed  every  year  more  leoity 
towards  the  remnant  of  the  Jacobitvs,  and  then  he 
miglir  claim  the  custody  of  your  pc-rson,  as  your  legal 
guanlian.  Either  of  these  events  she  cunsideivd  ta 
the  direct  road  to  your  destruction." 

"  I  wonder  she  had  not  claimed  the  protection  of 
Chancery  for  me,*'  Mid  Darsie:  "or  confided  me  to 
the  care  of  some  powerful  friona." 
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"  bhe  w«8  on  indifierent  terms  with  her  relationsi 
m  acooiinc  of  her  mnrrin.sc  with  oiir  father,"  said 
ijfttSt  **and  trusted  more  to  scirreliug  you  from 
uncle'.s  attempts,  thnii  to  any  protection  whidi 
'  t  afibrd  against  them.    Perhaps  she  judged 


ediieation  na  a  p«nnooerdeTolTed  miirh  on  an  excel- 
lent old  rEioihr^r  who  had  adopted  the  tenets  of  the 
Jansftn^ta,  wiih  perhaps  a  fltill  further  tendenc>  to- 
wnitlfl  the  reformed  doctrines,  than  those  of  Porte- 

_--        „ , -     „       lioy^iR'     The  mysterious  secrecy  with  which  she 

mwiaeiy,  but  surely  not  unnaturally,  for  one  ren(>ered  ^ncdcatn]  these  tenets,  gave  them  charms  to  my 
niiable  by  no  many  misfortuneB  and  so  many  alarms.  yom^R  mind,  find  I  embraced  them  the  rather  that 
Samael  Griffiths,  an  eminent  banker,  and  a  worthy     '  '  •.!-...     .       • 

dctgyman  now  dead,  were,  I  believe,  the  only  persons 
wkom  she  intrusted  with  the  c-xf^rution  ot  her  last 


&\ 


will;  and  my  uncle  believes  that  slie  made  them  both 
iwear  to  observe  profound  secrecy  concerning  your 
birth  and  pretensions,  until  you  should  c^me  to  the  age 
of  majority,  and,  in  the  mean  time  to  breed  you  up  in  the 
mast  private  way  possible,  and  that  which  was  most 
likety  to  withdraw  vou  from  my  uncle's  observation." 

**And  1  have  no  doubt,"  said  Darsie,  "that  betwixt 
change  of  name  and  habitation,  they  might  have 
neoMed  perfectly,  but  for  the  accident— lucky  or 
wkicky,  I  know  not  which  to  term  it— which  brovight 
■0  to  Brukenbum,  and  into  contact  with  Mr.  Red- 
auntleL  I  see  also  why  I  was  warned  against 
EnglanrL  for  in  England" 

'^n  England  ak)ne,  if  I  understand  rightly,"  said 
Miss  Redgauntlet,  ^'the  claims  of  your  uncle  to  the 
coMody  uf  your  person  could  have  been  enforced,  in 
eiaa  of  his  being  replaced  in  the  ordinary  rights  of 
cidienship,  cither  by  the  lenity  of  the  government  or 
by  some  change  in  it.  In  Scotland,  where  you  possess 
M  property,  I  understand  his  authority  might  have 
been  r^'Ststed,  and  measures  taken  to  put  you  under 
tbe  protection  of  the  law.  But,  pray,  thmk  it  not 
uhicky  that  you  have  taken  the  step  of  visiting  Bro- 
kcnburn— I  feel  confident  that  the  consequences  must 
be  ultimately  fortunate^  for,  have  they  not  already 
bnught  us  in  contact  with  each  other  T' 

So  saying,  she  held  out  her  hand  to  her  brother, 
vho  grasped  it  with  a  fondness  of  pressure  very  dif- 
fennt  from  the  manner  in  which  they  first  clasped 
brads  that  morning.  There  was  a  moment's  pause, 
while  the  hearts  of  both  were  overflowing  with  a 
Ming  of  natural  affection,  to  which  circumstances 
had  hitherto  rendered  them  strancers. 

At  length  Darsic  broke  silence :  "  I  am  ashamed," 
be  said,  ^'  my  dearest  Lilias,  that  I  have  sufTered  you 
to  »8lk  BO  long  about  mattisrs  concerning  myself  only, 
while  I  remain  ignorant  of  your  8tor>',  and  your  pre- 
lent  lituaiion." 

**  Tlie  former  is  none  of  the  most  interesting,  nor  the 
ktler  the  most  safe  or  agreeable,"  answered  Lilias; 
^but  now,  my  dearest  brother,  1  shall  have  the  ines- 
tinable  support  of  your  countenance  and  affection ; 
•od  were  I  but  sure  that  we  could  weather  the  for- 
midable crisis  which  I  find  so  close  at  hand,  I  should 
kave  little  apprt-'hensions  for  the  future." 
/'Let  me  Know,"  said  Darsie,  "what  onr  present 
situation  is;  and  rely  upon  my  utmost  exertions  both 
IB  your  defence  and  my  own.  For  what  reason  can 
my  uncle  desire  to  dcfam  me  a  prisor.rr?— If  in  mere 
opposition  to  the  will  of  my  mother,  she  has  long  k-en 
no  more;  and  1  see  not  why  he  should  wish,  at  so 
much  trouble  and  risk,  to  interfere  with  the  free  will 
of  one,  to  whom  a  few  months  will  give  a  privilege 
of  acting  fur  himself,  with  which  he  will  nave  no 
kmger  any  pretence  to  interfere." 

*' My  dearest  Arthur,"  answered  Lilias— "for  thr>t 
name,  as  well  as  Darsie,  propiTlv  belongs  to  you— ii 
is  the  leading  feature  in  my  uncle's  character,  that  he 
has  appUed  every  energy  of  his  powerful  mind  to  the 
•ervice  of  the  exiled  family  of  Stewart.  The  death 
of  his  brother,  (he  dilapidation  of  his  own  fortunes, 
have  only  added  to  his  hereditary  zeal  for  the  House 
of  Stewart,  a  deep  and  almost  personal  hatred  against 
the  present  reignmg  family.  He  is,  in  short,  a  (H>liti> 
col  enthusiast  of  the  most  dangerous  character,  and 
preoeeds  in  his  agt>ncy  with  as  much  confidence,  as 
if  he  felt  himself  the  very  Atlas,  who  is  alone  capablo 
of  supporting  a  sinking  cause.*' 

"And  where  or  how  did  you,  my  Tiilias,  educated, 
doubtless,  under  his  auspices,  learn  to  have  a  different 
view  of  such  suhjecls  1" 

•*  By  a  singular  chance,"  replied  Lilias,  "in  the 
Bonnciy  where  myuni-le  placed  me.  Althoiuih  the 
AbbeM  was  a  person  exactly  after  his  own  heart,  my 


thrjy  were  in  direct  opposition  to  the  doctrines  of  the 
Abln."!5«,  whom  I  hated  so  much  for  her  severity, 
{hat  I  felt  a  cliildish  delight  in  setting  her  control 
lit  d''fianci>.  ntid  contradicting  in  my  secret  soul  all 
rhat  ]  was  op4  nly  obliged  to  listen  to  with  ro-crence. 
Freedom  of  ri^^li^ious  opinion  brings  on,  1  suppostr,  free- 
dom of  fxjliticiilVreed ;  for  I  had  no  sooner  renounced 
the  Prj|»tiV  mfDllibility,  than  1  began  to  question  the 
rloctrint'of  hentJitary  and  indefeasible  right.  In  short, 
strange  as  it  mnyseem,  I  came  out  of  a  Parisian  con- 
vent, not  indiftl  an  instructed  Whig  and  Protestant, 
but  with  as  rniich  inclination,  to  Be  so  as  if  I  had 
h(»en  bred  up,  I  ikc  you,  within  the  prcsbyterian  sound 
of  Saint  GiWH  chimes." 
'^  Morf!   eo,   iterhaps,"    replied   Darsie;  "for  the 

nearer   the  church the  proverb  is  somewhat 

musty.  But  how  did  these  liberal  opinions  of  yours 
sgti'f  wiih  I  he  very  opposite  prejudices  of  my  uncle  ?" 
"They  would  nave  agreed  like  fire  and  water, 
annwt^  Lilian  "had  I  suffered  mine  to  l)ecomo 
vi Bible ;  but  n Si  that  would  have  subjected  me  to  con- 
Ftftnt  rcprrjMit rh  and  upbraiding,  or  worse,  I  took  great 
care  to  keep  tny  own  secret;  so  that  occasional  ccn- 
stjres  for  coldness,  and  lack  of  zeal  for  the  good  cause, 
were  the  worst  I  had  to  undergo;  and  these  were 
had  e  nun  eh." 
'M  aprlaud  your  caution,''  said  Darsie. 
*'  Vou  hflvt'  reason,"  replied  his  sister;  **hut  I  got 
po  (errihic  n  specimen  of  my  uncle's  determination  of 
character,  before  I  had  been  acquainted  with  him  for 
much  tnort  than  a  week,  that  it  taught  me  at  what 
iifik  I  should  contradict  his  humour.  I  will  tell  you 
I  he  cjrt-umfttsnces;  for  it  will  better  teach  you  to 
appTTTciate  the  romantic  and  resolved  nature  of  hiM 
charactrr,  than  nny  thing  which  I  could  state  of  his 
raahnpsB  and  enthusiasm." 

"Aftii  1  hnd  been  many  a  long  year  at  the  convent, 
1  wfli*  nemoYfrtl  from  thence,  and  placed  with  a  men- 
geroTd  Scottish  lady  of  high  rank,  the  daughter  of  an 
unfortiinnrf?  iK-r-wn,  whose  head  had  in  the  year  1716 
l«H^n  plftct^  on  Temple-bar.  She  subsisted  on  a  small 
pensiiKi  fmni  ihe  tS-ench  Court,  aided  by  an  occa- 
Rional  gratuity  from  the  Stewarts;  to  which  the  an- 
nuity paid  for  my  board  formed  a  desirable  addition. 
She  WQB  not  ill -tempered,  nor  very  covetous— neither 
beat  me  nor  filarved  me— but  she  was  so  completely 
Iramnu'llcdl  by  rank  and  preiudices,  so  awfully  pro- 
found in  gen('nlog>',  and  so  bitterly  keen,  poor  lady, 
in  Hriiish  p<ilitics,  that  1  sometimes  thought  it  pity 
ihnt  the  Hanmerians.  who  murdi-red,  as  she  used  lb 
telf  me,  hyrpijor  dear  father,  had  left  his  dear  daughter 
in  the  land  of  ihc  living.  Delighted,  thenfore,  was  I, 
when  my  tmde  made  his  appearance,  and  abruptlv 
an  noun  red  hua  purpose  of  conveying  ine  to  England. 
My  e:tirflvai!Bnt  joy  at  the  idea  of  leaving  Lady 
Rorhr'l  Roii^cilragon,  was  K)niewhat  quohfied  by 
obsfFving  the  melancholy  look,  lofty  demeanour,  and 
commanding  rone  of  my  near  relative.  He  held 
more  comrrnan illation  with  mo  on  the  journey,  how- 
ever, than  coni^L^tcd  with  his  taciturn  demeanour  in 
gvuernl,  and  t^remcd  anxiouR  to  asctrtain  niv  tone 
of  chnrncStT,  and  particularly  in  point  of  courage. 
rCow^  rhou<jh  1  am  a  tamed  Rcdgauntlet,  yet  1  havo 
sttill  ^1  miich  of  our  family  spirit  as  enables  me  to  bo 
a^  romponfl  in  danger  as  most  of  my  sex;  and  upon 
rwn  occnsiimii  in  the  course  of  our  journey— a  threat- 
ened &ttn<:k  by  banditti,  and  the  overturn  of  our  car^ 
riogi^^I  had  the  fortune  so  to  conduct  mysi'li^  as  to 
to  ronvcy  to  my  uncle  a  very  favourable  idea  of  my 
jntrct^idiiy.  Probably  this  encouraged  him  to  put 
in  expcution  the  singular  sclieme  which  he  had  in 
flf(iiBtmn. 

"  Ere  we  reached  I/>ndon  we  changed  our  means 
of  convtyBnce,  and  altered  the  route  by  which  we 
nppronchri!  the  city,  more  than  once ;  then,  liko  a 
hnro  which  doubles  repeat(>dly  at  some  distance  from 
lh«  scfrt  she  iii^ans  to  occtq>y,  and  at  laai  leaps  inlo 
80« 
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her  form  from  a  ditttnce  an  great  as  ehe  can  clear 
by  a  sprinfL  we  made  a  forced  march,  and  landed  in 
private  and  obscure  lodging?  in  a  little  old  street  in 
Westminster,  not  far  distant  from  the  Cloisu-rs. 

"On  the  morning  of  the  dny  on  which  wo  arrived 
mj  imcle  went  abroad,  and  did  not  return  for  some 
hours.  Mean  time  I  had  no  other  amusement  than 
to  listen  to  the  tumult  of  noises  which  succeeded 
each  other,  or  reigned  in  confusion  together,  during 
the  whole  morning.  Paris  I  had  thought  the  most 
noisy  capital  in  the  world,  but  Paris  seemed  midnight 
silence  compared  to  London.  Cannon  thundered 
near  and  at  a  distance— drums,  trumpets,  and  milita- 
ry music  of  every  kind,  rolled,  tlourisliod,  and  pierced 
the  clouds,  almost  without  intermission.  To  fill  up 
the  concert,  bells  pealed  incessantly  from  a  hundred 
steeples.  The  acclamations  of  an  immense  multi- 
tude were  heard  from  time  io  time,  like  the  roaring 
of  a  mighty  ocean,  and  all  this  without  my  being  able 
toglean  the  least  idea  of  what  was  going  on,  tor  the 
windowsof  our  apartment  looRod  upon  a  waste  back- 
yard, which  seemed  totally  deserted.  My  curiosity 
became  extreme,  for  I  was  satisfied,  at  length,  that 
it  must  be  some  festival  of  the  highest  oroer  which 
called  forth  these  incessant  sounds. 

"My  uncle  at  length  returned,  and  with  him  a  man 
of  an  exterior  singularly  unprepossessing.  I  need  not 
describe  him  to  you,  for— do  not  look  round— he  rides 
behind  us  at  thib  moment." 

"That  respectable  person,  Mr.  Cristal  Nixon,  I 
suppose?"  said  Darsie. 

*'Tho  same,"  answered  Lilias;  "make  no  gesture 
that  may  intimate  we  are  speaking  of  him." 

Darsie  signified  that  he  understood  her,  and  ahe 
pursued  her  relation. 

"They  were  both  in  full  dress,  and  my  uncle, 
taking  a  bundle  from  Nixon,  said  to  me,  *  Lilias,  I 
am  come  to  carry  you  to  see  a  grand  ceremony--|>ut 
on  as  hastily  as  you  can  the  dress  you  will  find  m  that 
parcel,  and  prepare  to  attend  me.  I  found  a  female 
dress,  splendid  and  elegant,  but  somewhat  bordering 
upon  the  antique  fashion.  It  might  be  that  of  Eng- 
land, 1  thought,  and  I  went  to  my  apartment  full  of 
curiosity,  and  dressed  myself  with  all  speed. 

"My  uncle  surveyed  me  with  attention—*  She  may 
pass  for  one  of  the  flower-girls,'  he  said  to  Nixon, 
who  only  answered  with  a  nod. 

"  We  left  the  house  together,  and  such  was  their 
knowledge  of  the  lanes,  courts,  and  bypaths,  that 
though  there  was  the  roar  of  a  multitude  in  the 
broad  streets,  those  which  we  traversed  were  silent 
and  deserted ;  and  the  strollers  whom  we  met,  tired 
of  gazing  upon  gayer  figuivs,  scarcely  honoured  us 
with  a  passmg  loi>k,  although,  at  any  other  time,  we 
should,  among  these  vulgar  suburbs,  have  attracted 
a  troublesome  share  of  obser\'ation.  Wc  crossed  at 
length  a  broad  street,  where  many  soldiers  were  at 
guard,  while  others,  exhausted  with  previous  duty, 
were  eating,  drinking,  smoking,  and  sleeping  beside 
their  piled  arms.^ 

"  'One  day,  Nixon,'  whispered  my  uncle,  '  we  will 
make  these  redcoated  gentry  stand  to  their  muskets 
more  watchfully.' 

"*0r  it  will  be  the  worse  for  them,'  answered  his 
attendant,  in  a  voice  as  unpleasant  as  his  physiog- 
nomy. 

"Unquestioned  and  unchallenced  by  any  one,  we 
croosed  among  the  guards,  and  Nixon  tapped  thrice 
at  d.  small  postern  door  in  a  huge  ancient  building 
which  was  straight  before  us.  It  opened,  and  we 
entered  without  my  perceiving  by  whom  we  were 
admitted.  A  few  dark  and  narrow  passages  at 
length  conveyed  us  into  an  immense  Gothic  hall, 
the  inagnificence  of  which  baflles  my  powers  of  des- 
cription. 

"It  was  illuminated  by  ten  thousand  wax  lights, 
whose  splendour  at  first  dazzled  my  eyes,  coming  as 
^ve  did  from  these  dark  and  secret  avenues.  But  when 
my  sight  began  to  become  steady,  how  shall  I  de- 
scribe what  I  beheld !  Beneath  \yere  huge  ranges  of 
tables,  occupied  bv  princes  and  nobles  in  their  robes 
of  slate— hijgh  ofilcers  of  the  crown,  wearing  their 
drosses  and  badges  of  authority— reverend  prelatc>s 
•Pdjudcea,  the  sages  of  the  chureh  and  law,  u  their  | 


more  sombre,  yet  not  le«  awful  robes— with  i_ 

whose  antique  snd  striking  costume  announced  i 

importance,  though  I  could  not  even  ouese  who  thtf 
might  be  But  at  length  the  truth  burnt  on  me  at 
unce— It  wan,  and  the  murmurs  around  confirmed  JL 
the  Coronation  Feast.  At  a  table  above  the  rest,  im 
exteniiing  across  the  upf>er  end  of  the  hall,  sat  cfr 
throned  the  youthful  Sovereign  himseli^  surrouodad 
by  the  princes  of  the  blood,  and  other  digniuiies,  and 
receiving  the  suit  and  homage  of  his  subjects.  tl«- 
alds  and  pursuivanUL  blazing  in  their  fantaauc  y«t 
splendid  armorial  habits,  and  pages  of  honour,  for 
gcously  arrayed  in  the  garb  of  other  days,  waited  tqiot 
the  pnncely  banqueters.  In  the  galleries  with  wudl 
this  spacious  hall  was  surrounded,  shone  all,  and 
more  than  all,  that  niv  poor  imagination  could  ooih 
ccive,  of  what  was  brilliant  in  riches,  or  ca;>tivating 
in  beauty.  Countless  rows  of  ladies,  whose  diamoodi. 
jewels,  and  splendid  attire,  were  their  least  powerfBl 
charms,  looked  down  from  their  lofty  seats  on  theridi 
scene  beneath,  thi'msel vcs  forming  a  show  as  dazxhng 
and  as  beautiful  as  that  of  which  they  were  spectatoia. 
Under  these  gallerii-a,  and  behind  the  banquetioK 
tables,  were  a  multitude  of  gentlemen,  dressed  as  B 
to  attend  a  court,  but  whose  garb,  al though  lich 
enough  to  have  adorned  a  royal  drawing-room,  oouU 
not  distinguish  tlieni  in  such  a  high  scene  as  thk 
Amongst  these  we  wandered  for  a  few  minutes,  undi^ 
tinguimed  and  unreganlod.  I  saw  several  young p8^ 
sons  dressed  as  I  was,  so  was  under  no embarraatmam 
from  the  singularity  of  my  habit,  and  only  rejoiced, 
as  I  hung  on  my  uncle's  arm,  at  the  magical  splendoor 
of  such  a  scene,  and  at  his  goodness  for  pnxniringmft 
the  pleasure  of  beholding  it. 

"  By  and  by,  I  perceived  that  my  uncle  had  aqquain^ 
ances  among  those  who  were  under  the  gallerisa,  and 
seemed,  like  uursclvos,  to  be  mere  spectators  of  ths 
solemnity.  They  riH^ognised  each  other  with  a  sinde 
woni,  sometimes  only  with  a  gripe  of  the  haiMH 
exchanged  some  private  signs,  doubtless— and  gradfr> 
ally  fornitxi  a  little  group,  m  the  centre  of  which  we 
were  placed. 

"'Is  it  not  a  grand  sight,  Lilias 7*  said  myunds. 
'  All  the  noble,  and  all  the  wise,  and  all  the  wt^ihy  of 
Britain,^  are  there  assembled.' 

" '  It  IS  indeed,'  said  I,  '  all  that  my  mind  could  have 
fancied  of  regul  power  and  splendour.' 

" '  Girl,'  he  whispered,— and  my  uncle  can  makebii 
whispers  as  terribly  emphatic  as  his  thundering  voiM 
or  his  blighting  look,—  all  that  is  noble  and  wortfar 
in  this  fair  land  are  there  assembled— but  it  is  to  bead 
like  slaves  and  sycophants  before  the  throne  of  a  new 
usurper.' 

"I  looked  at  him,  and  the  dark  hereditary  frown  ol 
our  unhappy  ancestor  was  black  upon  his  brow. 

"'For  God's  sake,'  I  wliispercu,  'consider  whers 
we  are.' " 

" '  Fear  nothing,'  he  said ;  '  .ve  are  sorrounded  bjr 
friends.'— As  he  proceeded,  his  strong  and  muacular 
frame  shook  with  suppressed  agitation.— '  See:'  be 
said,  *  yonder  bends  Norfolk,  renegade  to  his  Catbolio 

faith ;  there  stoops  the  Bishop  of ,  traitor  to  Uie 

Church  of  England:  and,— shame  of  shames !  yonder 
the  gigantic  form  ot  Errol  bows  his  head  before  the 
grandson  of  his  father's  murderer!  But  a  sign  ahall 
be  seen  this  night  amongst  them— JWene,  Mcne,  7V- 
kely  Upharain^  shall  be  read  on  these  walls,  as  dis- 
tinctly as  the  spectral  handwriting  made  tlicm  vieible 
onthoseof  Eiclshazzarl' 

'"For  God's  sake,'  saki  I,  dreadfully  alarmed,  Ml 
is  impossible  you  can  meditate  violence  in  such  a  pra> 
senceT  ,  ^ 

" '  None  is  intended,  fool,'  he  answered,  nor  can 
the  slightest  mischance  happen,  provided  you  will  rally 
your  boasted  courage,  and  obey  my  directions.  Bill 
do  it  coolly  and  quickly,  for  there  are  a  bund  rod  livee 
at  stake.' 

"'Alas!  what  can  I  doT  I  asked  in  theutrooM 

" '  Only  be  prompt  to  execute  my  bidding,  said  he, 
'it  is  hut  to  lift  a  ^ve— Here,  hold  tins  in  youi 
hand— throw  the  train  of  your  dross  over  it,  bo  nniL 
composed,  and  nsady— or,  at  all  events,  I  stop  forweN 
mysel£* 
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"'If  there  IB  no  violence  desired,'  I  raid,  taking 

■echinieally,  the  iron  glove  he  put  into  my  hand. 
"I  could  not  conceive  his  meaning;  hut,  in  the 

eicited  state  of  mind  in  nliich  I  beheld  hini.  I  wafl 

convinced  that  disohrdience  on  my  part  would  lead 
to  aouie  wild  eicplosion.  I  felt,  from  the  emergency 
ofibe  occasion,  a  sudden  presence  of  mind,  and  re- 
Mlred  to  do  any  thing  that  mi^t  avert  violence  and 
bloorfihed.  I  was  not  long  held  in  8U8pen8c>.  A  loud 
flovhah  of  tnimiicta,  and  the  voice  of  heralds,  were 
mized  with  the  clatter  of  horse's  hoofs,  while  a  cham- 
pion armed  at  all  points,  like  those  I  had  read  of  in 
RNnioecA,  attended  by  squin's,  pages,  and  the  whole 
reonue  of  chivain',  pranced  forward,  mounted  upon  a 
Inibrd  ateod.  His  challenge,  in  defiance  of  all  who 
iared  impeach  the  title  or  tiie  new  sovereign,  w*as 
vcitcd  aloud— once  and  again. 

**  'Rush  in  at  the  third  sounding,'  said  my  uncle  to 
ne;  '  bring  me  the  parader's  gage,  and  leave  mine  in 
jcuofit.* 

"I  could  not  see  how  this  was  to  he  done,  as  we 
men  surrounded  by  people  on  all  sides.  But,  at  the 
Jiird  sounding  of  the  trumpets,  a  lane  opened  as  if  by 
Rrord  of  command,  betwixt  me  and  the  champion, 
ind  my  uncle's  voice  said,  *  Now,  Lilias,  now  !' 

"With  a  swift  and  yet  steady  step,  and  with  a  pre- 
ience  of  mind  for  whicn  I  have  never  since  been  able  to 
Kcount,  I  dischai^tl  the  penlous  comnnssion.  I  was 
unily  seen,  I  believe,  as  I  exchanged  the  pledges  ot 
Mirle,  and  in  an  instant  retired.  *  Nobly  done,  my 
Brir  said  my  uncle,  at  whose  side  I  found  myself, 
■irouded  as  i  was  before,  by  the  interposition  of  the 
bjntandrrs.  *  Cover  our  retreat,  gentlemen,'  he  whis- 
pered to  those  around  him. 

"Room  was  made  for  us  to  approach  the  wall, 
viiieh  seemed  to  open,  and  we  were  again  involved  in 
the  dark  passages  through  which  we  had  formerly 
Buwd.  In  a  small  anteroom,  my  uncle  slopped,  and 
hastily  mufiling  me  in  a  mantle  which  was  lyine 
thfR>,  we  paased  the  guards—threaded  the  labyrinth 
<^  empty  streets  and  courts,  and  reached  our  retired 
lodEingd  without  attracting  the  least  attention." 

''I  have  often  heani,"  said  Darsie,  *'  that  n  feniale, 

.jntod  to  be  a  man  in  disguise,— and  yet,  Lilins, 
$00  do  not  look  very  masculine,— had  taken  up  the 
cfiampion'a  gauntlet  at  the  present  King's  Corona- 
tkin,  and  left  m  its  place  a  gao^*  of  battle,  with  a  paper. 
(lAmng  to  accept  the  comhat,  pnivided  a  fair  field 
fboukfbe  allowed  for  it.  I  have  hitherto  considered 
it  It  an  idle  tale.  I  little  thought  how  nearly  1  was 
iBtefnted  in  the  actors  of  a  scene  so  daring— How 
could  you  have  courage  to  go  through  with  it  '?"• 

"Had  I  had  leisure  for  reflection,"  answered  his 
■Iter,  **  I  should  have  refustxl,  from  a  mixture  of  prin- 
ce and  of  fear.  But,  like  ihanv  people,  who  do 
dinng  actions,  I  went  on  because  1  had  not  time  to  i 

*T!i*  parlicnlari  liere  riven  are  of  rourie  entirvlr  imiicinorr  ;  ' 
Ml  u,  tli«y  ha«-e  no  oilior  ftiunriaiinn  than  what  mipht  ne  Hup- 
PMd  probabid.  had  Mich  a  rirruin«tanr«  actually  toktiii  placM. 
Yciaivport  to  micJi  an  effect  wan  loa*  and  «rnuroliy  current, 
B^Cfh  now  liaTinr  wlHilly  liwt  ita  linfi>rinif  credit ;  iliow  who 
fi*«  it  carfHnry,  if  ttiey  did  not  orictinatc  it,  bcine,  wiih  rim 
MiiioQ  itm/'lf.  miw  iniHiKti:n>d  in  the  dUML  The  attaclinrM^nt 
<*ihe  anfiDrliinate  Imnim  of  Hiewart  amonir  iu  adlierentt,  con- 
Uned  Ui  »xi«t  and  to  he  fimdiy  clierivlMid,  lun^-r  pertiaiM  than 
■  viy  HBllnr  CAM  in  any  iiihcr  country ;  nnd  wlien  reaion  waa 
b4l«d.  and  all  tuirxi  deatniyed,  hy  rriwatcd  frutftration,  tlie 
afn-  dnania  of  imarinatiuii  were  Mimimimxl  in  to  fill  up  tlie 
^ry  blank,  left  in  m>  many  heart*.  Of  tltn  many  reportji  Mt 
*>ftjci(and  rirmlated  friHu  llii«  cau«>.t)i*)  tradition  in  qupition. 
tkoofh  amonctt  tlie  Iciiiit  autlMmtiraied,  \»  mit  ilie  leaiit  »tri- 
■lOf :  and  in  excuon  of  what  may  tw  roniiidered  as  a  viitlent 
MmctHm  of  prohabihty  in  iIms  foa-roing  chapter,  the  author  la 
n>>-r  liie  i^veasity  of  qufttinc  it  Ifwai  alwaya  waid,  thouvh 
■iMivery  liUle  B|»|)eaniiic4>  or  truth,  that  u|Min  the  coronation 
•f (j^arKe  111.,  wlien  tlu*  Champion  of  Enrland,  Dyniock,  or  Inn 
Hft-arirtauvf,  a|i)ipared  in  Wo«iniiniit«T  Hnll,  and,  in  tlie  Ian* 
ntfp  iif  riiivalry.  aoUinnly  wacered  hii  body  to  defend  in  ain- 
ikraofaat  tiM  right  of  the  younr  Kinv  to  llie  crown  of  tliti*e 
calflM.  at  tlie  moment  when  he  f1un«  down  hin  rauntlei  ai  the 
Mr  of  battle,  an  unkmiwn  fenuile  utepjied  fntm  tlie  crowd  and 
•Aetf  llie  pkwife.  leflring  anoilier  ra«o  in  rofiin  of  it,  willt  a  iw- 
vrapfMwiiHr,  that  if  a  fair  field  uf  combat  ^lould  be  allowed, 
'Jiaai^tion  uf  rank  and  birth  would  ap|>«-ar  with  equal  armi  lo 
>*r>uli!  Ihe  claim  of  King Qenrce  to  llie  Rritmh  kiniriiomM.  Tlie 
My,  a«  »«  have  uid.  »  protMioly  (Hie  uf  the  nuineiouh  ricti^Nia 
iHcli  wtw  circulated  to  keep  up  ilui  dpiritu  of  a  miikinf  fnn- 
m.  Tlio  incident  waa,  however,  poMible,  if  it  could  be  mii»- 
wd  lo  be  attended  by  any  motive  adequale  to  tlie  rihk,  and 
«M  be  imaf  ined  lo  occur  tu  a  punou  of  RedfaaoUefieotliu- 


r  think  of  retreating.  The  matter  was  little^known. 
and  it  is  said  the  King  hud  commanded  ihat  it  should 
not  be  farther  inquired  inio;— from  prudence,  as  I 
suppose,  and  lenity,  though  my  uncle  chooses  to 
aiM-ribe  the  forbearance  of  the  Elector  of  Hanover,  as 
he  calls  him,  sometimes  to  pusillanimity,  and  some- 
times to  a  pn>9umptuou8  scorn  of  the  faction  who 
opposes  his  title." 

And  have  )'our  subaoouent  agencies  under  thin 
frantic  enthusiast,"  said  Darsie,  "uiuolled  thia  in 
danger  7" 

"No— nor  in  importance,"  replied  Lilias ;  "  though 
I  have  witnessed  much  of  the  strange  and  des|ierato 
machinations,  by  which,  in  spite  oi  everv  obstacle, 
and  in  contempt  of  every  danger,  he  endeavours  to 
awaken  the  courage  of  a  broken  partv.  1  have  tra- 
versed, in  his  company,  all  England  and  Scotland, 
and  have  visited  the  most  extraordinary  and  con- 
trasted scenes;  now  lodging  at  tlie  castles  of  the 
proud  gentry  of^  deshire  and  Wales,  where  the  re- 
tired aristocrats,  with  opinions  as  antiquated  as  their 
dwellings  and  their  manners,  still  continue  to  nourish 
jacohitical  princinles;  and  the  next  week,  perhaps, 
spent  among  ouilawtkl  smugglers  or  Highland  ban- 
ditti. I  have  known  my  uncle  often  act  ilie  part  of  a 
hero,  and  sometimes  that  of  a  mere  vulgar  conspira- 
tor, and  turn  himself,  with  the  most  surprising  flezi- 
hihty,  into  all  sorts  of  shapes  to  attract  proselytes  to 
his  cause." 

"Which,  in  the  present  day,"  said  Darsie,  **he 
finds,  I  presume,  no  easy  task. ' 

"  So  difficult,'  said  Lilias,  "  that  I  believe,  he  haa, 
at  different  times,  disgufltrd  with  the  total  falling 
away  of  some  friends,  and  the  coldnr-ss  of  others,  been 
almost  on  the  point  of  resigning  his  undertaking. 
How  often  have  1  known  him  atk-ct  an  o()en  brow 
and  a. jovial  manner,  joining  in  the  games  of  the  gen- 
try, and  even  in  the  sports  of  the  common  people,  in 
order  to  invest  himself  with  a  tcmporarv  degree  oi 
popularity:  while,  in  fact,  his  heart  was  mirstiiig  to 
witness  what  he  called  the  degeneracy  of  the  times, 
the  decay  of  activity  among  ine  aged,  and  the  want 
of  zeal  in  the  rising  generi»tion.  After  the  day  has 
been  passed  in  the  hardest  exercise,  he  has  spent  the 
night  in  pacing  his  solitary  chamber,  bewailing  the 
downfall  of  the  cause,  and  wishing  for  the  bullet  of 
Dundee,  or  the  axe  of  Balmerino." 

"A  strange  delusion,"  said  Darsie;  "and  it  is 
wonderful  that  it  does  not  yield  to  the  force  of  reality." 

"Ah,  hut,"  replie<l  Lilias,  "realities  of  late  have 
seemed  to  Anttttr  hin  hopes.  The  general  dissatisfac- 
tion with  the  pence— the  unpopularity  of  the  minister, 
which  has  extended  iiwlf  even  to  the  person  of  hia 
master— the  various  uproars  which  have  disturbed  the 
liuiet  of  the  metropolJB,  and  a  general  state  of  disgust 
and  dissatisfaction,  which  seems  to  affect  the  body 
of  the  nation,  have  given  unwonted  enc4>ura^>nient 
to  the  expiring  hopes  of  the  Jacobites,  and  induced 
ninny,  lH)th  at  the  Court  of  Koine,  and,  if  it  can  be 
nailed  so,  of  the  Preiendor,  V.>  lend  a  mort'  favourable 
ear  than  they  had  hitherto  done,  to  the  insinuations 
of  those,  who,  like  my  uncle,  hope  when  hope  is  hMt 
lo  all  but  themselves.  Nay,  I  really  Mieve  that  at 
(his  moment  they  me<litate  some  desperate  eflbrt 
My  uncle  has  b«rn  doing  all  in  his  power,  of  late,  to 
conciliaif!  the  affections  of  those  wild  conimunitiea 
that  dwell  on  the  Solway,  over  whom  our  family  poa- 
Si'ssed  a  siMgniorial  interest  iM'fore  the  forfeiture,  and 
amongst  whom,  on  the  occasion  of  1746, our  unhappy 
father  K  interest,  wiih  his  own,  raised  a  considerable 
bfKJy  of  men.  But  they  are  no  longt^r  willing  to  obey 
his  Miinmons;  and,  as  onis  apology  among  others, 
they  si  lege  your  ahaence  as  their  naiiiral  head  ana 
leader.  This  has  incrcasefl  his  desire  to  obtain  pos- 
si^on  of  your  person,  and,  if  he  possibly  can,  to  in- 
fluence your  mind,  so  as  to  obtain  your  authority  tu 
his  procetflings." 

"That  he  shall  never  obtoin,"  answered  Darsie ; 
"  my  principles  and  niv  prudence  alike  forbid  such  a 
step.  Bcaides,  it  woidd  lie  totally  unavailing  to  hie 
purpost>.  Whatever  these  pt-ople  may  pre'end,  to 
evade  your  uncle's  importunities,  they  cannot,  at  thia 
tinu'  oi  day,  think  of  subje(*ting  their  necks  again  to 
the  iiuidal  yoke,  which  waa  cllootually  broken  by  tto 
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net  of  1748,  abolUhing  vanalage  end  hereditary  juris- 
dictions." 

"A>',  but  that  my  uncle  considers  as  the  act  of  a 
usnruing  govi<rntii<?nt,"  said  Lilias. 

"Like  enough  he  may  think  so,"  answered  her 
brotlicr,  "  for  he  is  a  superior,  and  loses  jiis  authority 
by  the  enactin'int.  But  the  question  is,  what  the 
vassals  will  think  of  it,  who  have  gaine<J  their  fnt- 
dom  frotn  feudal  slavery,  and  have  now  enjoyed  that 
f^isedom  for  many  years  7  However,  to  cut  tn»5  mal- 
l«ir  sjjort,  if  five  hundred  men  wouhl  rise  at  the  wag- 
ging of  my  fin;;er,  that  Hngt^r  should  not  be  raised  m 
a  cause  which  I  disapprove  of,  and  upon  that  my 
uncle  may  reckon." 

"  Bui  you  may  temporize."  said  Lilias,  upon  whom 
the  idea  of  her  uncle  s  displeasure  made  evidently  a 
Strom;  impression,—'*  you  mgy  temporize,  as  most  of 
the  gentry  in  this  country  do,  and  let  the  bubble  burst 
of  itself;  for  it  is  singular  how  few  of  them  venture 
to  oppose  my  uncle  directly.  1  entreat  you  to  avoid 
direct  collision  with  him.  To  hear  you,  the  head  pf  the 
house  of  iW^nuntlet,  declare  against  the  family  of 
Stewart,  would  either  break  his  heart,  or  drive  him  to 
some  act  of  desperation." 

"  Yes,  but,  LUins,  you  forget  that  the  consequences 
of  such  an  act  of  complaisiince  mi^ht  he,  that  the 
House  of  Hedgauntlet  and  I  might  lose  both  our  heads 
at  one  blow." 

"  Alas  i"  said  she,  "  I  had  forgotten  that  danger.  I 
have  grown  familiar  with  perilous  intrigues,  as  the 
nurses  in  a  pest-house  are  said  to  become  accustomed 
to  the  air  around  them,  till  they  forget  even  that  it  is 
noisonie." 

,  **  And  vet,"  said  Darsie,  "  if  I  could  free  myself  from 
him  without  c«)ming  to  an  open  rupturo-Tell  me 
Lilias,  do  you  think  it  possible  that  he  can  have  any 
immediate  attempt  in  view  7" 

"  To  confess  the  truth,"  answered  Lilias,  "I  cannot 
doubt  that  he  has.  There  has  been  an  unusual  bustle 
among  the  Jacobites  of  late.  They  have  hopes,  as  I 
told  you,  from  circumstances  unconnected  with  their 
own  strength.  Just  before  you  came  to  the  country, 
my  uncle's  desire  to  find  you  out,  became,  if  p<.)8sible, 
more  eager  than  ever— he  talked  of  men  to  l>e  pre- 
sently brought  together,  and  of  your  name  and  influ- 
ence for  raising  them.  At  this  very  time,  your  first 
visit  to  Brokenburn  took  place.  A  suspicion  arose  in 
my  uncle's  mind,  that  you  might  be  the  youth  he 
sought,  and  it  was  strengthened  by  papers  and  letters 
which  the  rascal  Nixon  did  not  hesitate  to  take  from 
your  pocket.  Vet  a  muttake  might  have  occasioned  a 
fatal  explosion ;  and  my  uncle  therefore  (Misted  to 
Eldinhurgh  to  follow  out  the  dew  he  had  obtained,  and 
fished  enough  of  information  from  old  Mr.  Fairford  to 
make  him  certain  that  you  wore  the  person  he  sought. 
Mean  while,  and  at  the  expense  of  some  personal, 
and  perhaps  too  bold  exertion,  I  endeavoured,  through 
your  friend  young  Fairford,  to  put  you  on  your  guard." 

"Without  success."  said  Darsie,  blushing  under  his 
mask,  when  he  recollected,  how  he  had  mistaken  his 
sister  s  meaning. 

"I  do  not  wonder  that  my  warning  was  fmitlcss," 
said  she;  "the  thing  was  doomed  to  be.  Besides, 
Your  escape  would  have  been  difficult.  You  were 
dogged  the  whole  time  you  were  at  the  Shepherd's 
Biun  and  at  Mount  Sharon,  by  a  spy  who  scarcely 
ever  left  you." 

"  The  wretch  little  Benjie !"  e.xclaimed  Darsie.  "  I 
will  wring  the  monkey's  neck  round,  the  first  time  we 
mfcet." 

"It  was  he  indeed  who  gave  constant  information 
of  your  motions  to  Cristal  Nixon,"  said  Lilias. 

And  Cristal  Nixon— I  owe  him,  too,  a  day's  work 
in  harvest,"  said  Darsie ;  "  for  I  am  mistaken  if  he  is 
not  the  person  that  struck  me  down  when  I  was 
made  prisoner  among  the  rioters." 

, "  Like  enough  ;  for  he  has  a  head  and  hand  for  any 
villanv.  My  uncle  was  very  angry  about  it;  for 
though  the  riot  was  made  to  have  an  oportunity  of 
carrying  you  ofl'  in  the  confusion,  as  well  as  to  put 
the  nshermen  at  variance  with  the  public  law,  it  would 
tiave  been  his  last  thought  to  have  injured  a  hair  of 
your  head.  But  Nixon  has  insinuated  himself  into  all 
luy  uncle's  wcreta,  and  aoine  of  these  are  wo  dark 


and  dangerous,  that  thoiish  there  are  few  thr 
would  not  dnre,  I  doubt  it  he  dare  quarrel  wit 
—And  yet  I  know  that  of  Cristal,  would  mo 
unHe  to  pass  his  sword  through  his  hodv." 

"What  is  it.  for  Heaven's  sake?"  soid  Dai 
have  a  part  uvular  desire  for  wishing  to  know.*\ 

"  Tlie  old  brutal  desperado,  whose  face  and  mil. 
a  libel  upon  human  nature,  has  had  the  insoUool 
Hpuak  to  his  master's  niece  as  one  whom  he_^i 
liberty  to  admin' ;  and  when  I  turned  on  him  wilkl 
anger  and  contempt  he  merited,  the  wretch  granM 
out  something,  as  if  he  held  the  destiny  of  our  fin 
in  his  hand. 

"I  thank  you,  T<ilias,"  said  Darsie,  eaf^;,— 
thank  you  with  all  my  heart  for  this  commmiicauoiL 
have  blamed  myself  as  a  Christian  man  for  the  i 
(lescribable  longing  I  felt  from  the  first  mpmenl 
saw  that  rascal,  to  send  a  bullet  through  his  bet 
and  now  you  have  perfectly  accounted  for  and  ji 
tified  this  very  laudable  wish.  I  wonder  niyuiM 
with  the  powerful  sitnse  you  describe  him  to  be  pc 
S(>ssrHl  of,  di>es  not  see  through  such  a  villain." 

"  I  believe  he  knows  him  to  oe  capable  of  much  efil 
answered  Lilias—"  st^lfish,  obdurate,  brutal,  and 
man-hater.  But  then  he  conceives  him  to  posK 
the  qualities  most  requisite  for  a  conspirotor-s 
daunted  courage,  imperturbable co(dness  and  addn 
and  inviolable  fidelity.  In  the  last  particular  he  m 
be  mistaken.  I  have  heard  Nixon  blamed  for  t 
manner  in  which  our  poor  father  was  taken  aC 
CuUoden." 

"Another  reason  for  my  innate  aversion,"  n 
Darsie;  "hut  I  will  be  on  my  guard  with  him." 

"  See,  he  observt*  us  closely,"  8aid  Lilias.  "  Wli 
a  thin''  is  conscience !— He  knows  we  are  now  spei 
ing  of  him,  though  he  cannot  liave  heard  a  word  lb 
we  have  said." 

It  sci^nied  as  if  she  had  guessed  truly ;  for  Criii 
Nixon  at  that  moment  rode  up  to  them,  and  n 
with  an  atft^ctatiou  of  jocularity,  which  sat  veiy 
upon  his  sullen  features,  "Come,  youn^i^  ladies^ f 
have  had  time  enough  for  your  cnnt  this  monmi 
and  your  tongues,  I  think,  must  be  tired.  We  an| 
ing  to  pass  a  village,  and  1  must  bt>g  ytxi  to  sepan 
—you,  Miss  Lilias,  to  ride  a^  little  behind— and  yo 
Mrs.,  or  Miss,  or  Master,  which  ever  you  choose  to 
called,  to  be  jostling  a  little  bit  before." 

Lilius  checked  her  horse  without  speaking,  butt) 
until  she  hud  given  her  brother  an  expressive  bo 
recommending  caution;  to  which  hereplial  byaai 
nal.  indicating  that  he  understood  and  would  comf 
with  her  request. 


CHAPTER  XIX. 

NAKRATIVE  OP  DAHSIC  LATIMER,  COimNVBD. 

LcFT  to  his  solitary  meditations,  Darsie  (for  we« 
still  term  Sir  Arthur  Darsie  Hedgauntlet  of  that  U 
by  thp  name  to  which  the  render  is  habituated)  w 
surprised  not  only  at  the  alteration  of  his  own  Ml 
and  condition,  but  at  the  equanimity  with  which  I 
felt  himself  disposed  to  view  all  thew*  vicissitudes^ 

His  fever-fit  of  love  had  de^iarted  like  a  mominf 
dream,  anil  left  nothing  behind  but  a  painful  sense 
shame,  and  a  resolution  to  he  more  cautious  erf) 
again  indulged  in  such  romantic  visions.  HisstDtii 
in  society  was  changed  from  that  of  a  wanderiu 
unowned  you'.h,  in  whom  nune  appeared  to  take  i 
interest,  excepting  the  strangers  by  whom  he  b 
been  educated,  to  the  heir  of  a  noble  nouso,  possets 
of  such  influence  and  such  property,  that  it  si>enied 
if  the  progress  or  arrest  of  important  political  even 
were  likely  to  depend  upon  his  resolution.  Eve4i  tk 
sudden  elevation,  the  more  than  fulfilment  of  tbo 
wishes  which  had  haunted  him  ever  since  hew 
able  to  form  a  wish  on  the  subject,  was  cont«;mplil 
by  Darsie,  volatile  as  his  disposition  was,  withc 
more  than  a  few  thrilU  of  gratified  vanity. 
,  It  is  true,  there  were  circumstances  in  his  preK 
situation  to  counterbalance  such  high  advania^ 
To  he  a  prisoner  in  the  hands  of  a  man  sodeternoii 
as  his  uncle,  was  no  agreeable  consideration,  wb 
he  waa  calculating  how  he  might  best  dispute 


3X.1 


RKDGAUNTLET. 


IM 


tnd  refuw  to  Join  him  ia  the  ppriloua  enter- 
.ich  he  seemed  to  nuHlitate.  Outlawed  nnd 
i  hiriiH'lt',  Dnrsie  could  not  doubt  tiiat  his 
8  surrounded  by  men  rjipableof  nny  ihirij?— 
'88  restrnineti  by  no pirsoiKil  considerations 
jerefore  what  decree  of  coiopulsion  he  mi^iit 
CO  his  brother's  son,  or  in  what  manner  he 
tiJM*!  at  liberty  to  punish  his  ooniuuiacy,  should 
MMiVow  tht?  Jneobite  cause,  nmst  depi.nJ  entirely 
9M  the  limits  of  his  own  conscience;  and  who  was 
oanmper  for  the  conscience  of  a  heated  enthusiast, 
rbo  considers  opposition  to  the  party  he  has  cs- 
nited,  as  treason  to  the  welfare  of  iiis  country? 
fterashort  interval,  Cristal  Nixon  was  pleased  to 
iiow  some  light  upon  the  subject  whicii  agitated 
im. 

Whrn  that  fijrim  satellite  rode  up  without  cercmonv 
tmrt  to  Darsie's  side,  the  laitr>.-  felt  his  very  desn 
vep  with  abhorrence,  so  little  wns  he  able  to  endure 
3  presence,  since  the  story  of  Lilian  had  added  to 
J  instinctive  hatred  of  the  man.  His  voice,  too, 
Ninded  like  that  of  a  screech-owl,  as  he  said,  So, 
if  young  cock  of  the  north,  you  now  know  it  all, 
id  DO  doubt  are  blessing  your  uncle  for  stirring  you 

>  to  such  an  honourable  action." 

"I  will  acquaint  my  uncle  with  my  sentiments  on 
le  subject,  before  1  make  them  known  to  any  one 
le,'*  said  Darsie,  scarcely  prevailing  o\\  his  tongue 

>  utter  even  these  few  wordis  in  a  civil  manner. 
**Utnph,"  murmured  Cristal  between  his  teeth. 
Close  as  wax,  I  sec ;  and  pi>rhaps  not  quite  so  plia- 
le.~Bat  take  care,  my  pretty  youth,"  he  additl, 
Bomfully ;  '*  Hugh  Rcd^auntlet  will  prove  a  rough 
olt-breaker— he  will  neither  spare  whip-cord  nor 
pur-TOwel,  I  promise  you." 

**!  have  already  said,  Mr.  Nixon,"  answered  Dar- 
ie,  "that  1  will  canvass  those  matters  of  which  my 
wna  has  informed  me,  with  my  uncle  himself,  and 
rith  no  other  person." 

"Nay,  but  a  word  of  friendly  advice  would  do  you 
0  harm,  young  master,"  replied  Nixon.  "  Old  IU*d- 
•anikft  is  apier  at  a  blow  than  a  word— likely  to  bite 
efore  ho  barks— the  tnie  man  for  giving  Scarbo- 
oo^  warning,  first  knock  you  down,  then  bid  you 
land.— So,  meihinks,  a  jittlekind  warning  as  to  con- 
equences  were  not  amiss,  lest  they  come  upon  you 
nawares." 

**!£  the  warning  is  really  kind,  Mr.  Nixon,"  said 
be  young  man,  "I  will  hear  it  thankfully;  nnd  in- 
ieea,if  uinerwise,!  must  listen  to  it  whether  I  will  or 
10,  since  I  liave  at  present  no  choice  oi  company  or 
X  conversation." 

"Nay,  I  have  but  little  to  say,"  said  Nixon,  nffect- 
0^(0  give  to  his  sullen  and  dogged  manner  the  a|>- 
Ktrance  of  an  honest  bluniness;  "I  am  us  little  ant 
0  throw  away  words  as  any  one.  But  here  is  the 
ioestion— Will  you  join  heart  and  hand  with  your 
inde,  or  no  T 

••What  if  I  should  say  Ay?"  said  Darsie,  delrp- 
ttned,  if  possible,  to  conceal  his  resolution  from  this 

IttD. 

"Why,  then,"  said  Nixon,  somewhat  surpri.««ed  at 
WreadmcMi  of  his  answer,  ''all  will  go  smooth, 
tfeuurse— you  will  take  share  in  this  noble  undertak- 
qx,and,  %v'nen  it  8uccei=.-ds,  you  will  exchange  your 
ipn  helmet  for  an  Earl's  coronet  perhaps." 

"And  h(*w  if  it  fails  7"  said  Dnrsie. 

"Thereafter  as  it  may  be,"  said  Nixon ;  "  they  who 
)Uy  at  howls  must  meet  with  nibU^rs." 

"^Well,  but  suppotie.  then,  I  have  some  foolish  ten- 
iemcss  for  my  windpipe,  and  that,  when  my  uiu'le 
Muposcs  the  adventure  to  mu,  I  sliould  say  No— how 
ML  Mr.  Nixon  ?" 

"Why,  then,  I  would  have  you  loj>k  to  yourself, 
■Hong  masiLT— There  are  sharp  laws  m  France  against 
efractory  pupils— /e//tfr»  dfcuchet  an*  easily  come  by, 
rhen  such  men  as  we  are  concerned,  with  interest 
liemselvf  8  in  the  matter." 

"But  we  are  not  in  France,"  said  poor  Darsie, 
nrmigh  whose  blood  ran  a  frold  shivering  at  the  idea 
fa  French  prison. 

"A  fast-sailing  higfrer  will  soon  bring  you  there 
lough,  snug  stowed  under  hatches,  like  a  ca»k  of 
KWoluchL" 


"  Rut  the  French  are  at  peace  with  us,"  said  Dar- 
sie, "  and  would  not  dare" 

"W|jy.  who  would  ever  hear  of  you  ?"  intemipled 
Nixon  ;  "do you  imagine  that  a  foreiiin  Court  would 
call  yun  up  for  judgment,  and  put  the  sentence  of 
imprisonment  in  the  Courirr  de  V  Europe,  us  they 
jIo  at  the  Old  Bailey?— No,  no.  voung  gentleman— 
the  gates  of  the  Bastile,  and  of  >lont  Saint  Michel, 
and  the  Castle  of  Vincennes,  move  on  d-d  easy 
hinges  when  they  let  folk  in— not  the  least  tar  is 
heard.  There  are  cool  cells  there  for  hot  heads— as 
calm,  and  quiet,  and  dark,  as  you  could  wi>-h  in  Bed- 
lam—and tne  dismissal  conies  when  the  carpenter 
brings  the  prisoner's  coffin,  and  not  sooner." 

"Well,  Mr.  Nixon,"  said  Darsie,  affecting  a  cheer- 
fulness which  he  was  far  from,  feeUng,  mine  is  a 
hard  case— a  sort  of  hanging  choice,  you  will  allow- 
since  I  must  either  offend  our  own  government  here, 
and  run  the  risk  of  my  life  for  doing  so,  or  be  doomed 
to  the  dungeons  of  atjother  countr>',  whow^  laws  I 
have  never  oflended,  since  I  have  never  trod  its  soil- 
Tell  me  what  you  would  do  if  you  were  in  my  place." 

"I'll  tell  you  that  when  I  am  there,"  said  Nixon, 
and,  checking  his  horse,  fell  back  to  the  rear  of  the 
little  party. 

"  It  is  evident,"  thought  the  young  man,  "that  the 
villain  believes  me  completely  noosed,  and  perhaps 
has  the  ineffable  impudence  to  suppose  that  my  sister 
nmst  eventuallv  succeed  to  the  i>ossessions  which 
have  occasioned  my  loss  of  freedom,  and  that  his  own 
influence  over  the  destinies  oi  our  unhappy  family 
may  stK-ure  him  possession  of  the  heiress;  but  he 
shall  perish  by  my  hand  first !— I  must  now  be  on  the 
alert  to  make  my  escape,  if  po.ssible.  before  I  am 
forced  on  shipboard— Blind  Wilhe  will  not,  I  think, 
desert  me  without  an  eflbrt  on  my  behalf  especially 
if  he  has  learned  that  I  am  the  son  of  his  late  un- 
happy patron.— What  a  change  is  mine !  Whilst  I 
possessed  neither  rank  nor  fortune,  I  lived  safoly  and 
unknown,  under  the  protection  ot  the  kind  and  re- 
spectable friends  whose  hearts  Henvun  had  moved 
towanls  me— Now  that  I  am  the  head  of  an  honour- 
able house,  and  that  enterprises  of  the  most  daring 
character  wait  my  decision,  and  retainers  and  vas.Hal8 
soem  ready  to  rise  at  my  beck^  my  safety  consists 
chiefly  in  the  attachment  of  a  blind  stroller !'' 

Wli  le  he  was  revolving  these  things  in  his  mind, 
and  preparing  himself  for  the  interview  with  his 
uncle,  which  could  not  but  be  a  stormy  one,  he  saw 
Hugh  Rixlgauntlet  come  riding  slowly  back  to  meet 
them,  without  any  attendants.  Cristal  Ni.Ton  rode 
up  as  he  approached,  and,  as  they  met,  fixed  on  him 
a  look  of  inquiry. 

"The  fool,  Crackenthorp,'*  said  Redgauntlet,  "has 
let  strangers  into  his  house.  Some  of  his  smuggling 
comrades,  1  believe;  we  must  ride  slowly,  to  give  him 
time  to  send  them  packing." 

"  Did  you  si«  any  of  your  friends?"  said  Cristal. 

"Threp,  and  hdve  letters  from  many  more.  They 
are  unanimous  on  the  subject  you  wot  of— and  the 
point  must  be  conceded  to  them,  or  far  as  the  matter 
has  Kone,  it  will  go  no  farther." 

"Vou  will  hardly  bring  the  Father  to  stoop  to  his 
flock,"  said  Cristal,  with  a  sneer. 

"He  must,  and  shall!"  answered  Redgauntlet, 
briefly.  "Go  to  the  front,  Cfistal— I  would  speak 
with  my  nephi.w.— I  tnist,  Sir  Arthur  Redgauntlet, 
von  are'  sntisfled  with  the  manner  in  which  I  have 
discharged  my  duty  to  vour  sister  ?" 

"There  can  be  no  fault  found  to  her  manners  or 
stmlinients,"  answen  I  Darsie;  "  I  am  happy  in  know- 
ing a  rr-lative  so  amiable." 

"  I  am  glad  of  it,"  answered  Mr.  Redgauntlet.  "I 
am  no  nice  judge  of  women's  qualifications,  and  my 
life  has  l>ecn  dedicated  to  one  great  object ;  so  that 
sinc^  she  left  F*raiice  she  has  had  but  little  opportu- 
nity of  impwvement.  I  have  subjected  her,  however, 
as  little  as  possible  to  the  inconveniences  iind  priva- 
tions of  my  wandering  and  dangerous  .ifu.  From 
lime  to  time  she  has  resided  for  weeks  and  months 
with  families  of  honour  and  resivctability,  and  I  am 
glad  that  she  has,  in  your  opiriion,  the  manners  and 
behaviour  which  become  her  birth." 

Darsie  expressed  himself  perfectly  satisfiedt  and 
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there  was  a  little  jrauae,  which  Rcdgauntlet  broke  by 
■olemnly  addressing'  liis  nephciv. 

"For  you,  my  nephew,  I  also  hoped  to  have  done 
much.  The  weakness  an«I  tiniidiiy  of  vonr  mother 
nequestenMi  you  from  my  rare,  or  it  would  have  boeii 
my  pride  and  happiness  to  have  trniiRHi  up  the  son  of 
my  unhappy  brother  in  tliose  paths  of  honour  in  which 
our  ancestors  have  always  trod." 

"Now  comes  the  storm."  thought  Darsie  to  him- 
self, and  iMtgan  to  collect  his  thoiights,  as  the  cau- 
tious master  of  a  vesscil  furls  his  sails,  and  makes  his 
ship  anuf^  when  ho  dis«>ems  the  approaching  stjuall. 

*  My  mother's  conduct,  in  respe<;l  to  mi\  mijthi  be 
misiuui^ed,"  he  said,  "but  it  was  founded  on  the  most 
anxious  aflirtion." 

"Assuredly,"  said  his  uncle,  "and  I  have  no  wish 
to  reflect  on  her  memory,  though  her  mistnist  has 
done  »)  much  injury,  I  will  not  say  to  me,  but  to  the 
cause  of  my  unhappy  country.  Her  scheme  was,  I 
think,  to  have  made  you  that  wretched  peitifojiginp 
beinf^  which  they  still  continue  to  call  in  derision 
by  the  once  respectable  name  of  a  Scottish  Advocate ; 
one  of  thosK'  mongrel  thingR  that  must  cre«.'p  to 
learn  the  ultimate  decision  of  his  causes  to  the  bar 
of  a  foreign  Court,  instead  of  plcaiiing  bj.'fore  ihe  in- 
dependent and  august  Parliament  of  his  own  native 
kingdom." 

"I  did  prosecute  the  study  of  law  for  a  year  or 
two,"  said  Darsie,  "but  I  found  I  had  neither  taste 
nor  talenu  for  the  science." 

"And  left  it  with  scorn,  doubtless,"  said  Mr.  Red- 
frauntlot.  "  Well,  I  now  hold  up  to  you,  in y  deari'pt 
nephew,  a  more  worthy  object  of  ambition.  Look 
east  wand —do  you  sec  a  inonuincDt  standing  on  yon- 
der plain,  near  a  hamlet  T 

Darsie  replied  that  hi;  did. 

"The  hamlet  is  called  Bunrh-upon-sands,  and  yon- 
der monument  is  erectcKl  to  the  memory  of  the  tyrant 
Edward  1.  The  just  hand  of  Pn)videncc  overtook 
him  on  that  spot,  as  he  was  leading  his  bands  to 
complete  the  subjugation  of  Scotland,  whose  civil 
dissensions  began  under  his  accursed  policy.  The 
.glorious  career  of  Bruce  might  have  been  slopped  in 
Its  outset:  the  field  of  Bannockhurn  might  have  re- 
mained a  blor>dless  turf,  if  God  had  not  removed,  in 
the  very  crisis,  the  crafty  and  bold  tyrant  who  had 
00  long  Iteen  Scotland's  scourge.  Edlward's  ^ave  is 
the  cradle  of  our  national  freedom.  It  is  within  sight 
of  that  great  landmark  of  our  liberty  that  I  have  to 
propose  to  you  an  undertaking,  second  in  honour  and 
importance  to  none  since  the  immortal  Bruce  stabbed 
the  Red  Coinyn,  and  grasped,  with  his  yet  bloody 
hand,  the  independent  crown  of  Scotland. 

He  paused  for  an  answer;  but  Darsie,  overawed 
Dy,  the  energy  of  his  manner,  and  unwilling  to  com- 
mit himself  l)y  a  hasty  explanation,  remaintd  silent. 

"I  will  not  suppose,^'  said  Hugh  Redguuntlet,  after 
a  pause.  "  that  you  arc  either  so  dull  as  not  to  com- 
prehend the  import  of  my  words— or  so  dastardly  as 
to  be  dismayed  by  my  proposal —or  so  utterly  degene- 
rate from  the  blood  and  sentiments  of  your  ancestors, 
as  not  to  feel  my  summons  as  the  horse  hears  the 
wor-trumpei." 

"I  will  not  pretend  to  misimderstand  you,  sir," 
said  Darsie;  "but  an  enterprise  directed  against  a 
dynasty  now  established  for  three  reigns  requin.'s 
strong  arguments,  both  in  point  of  justice  and  of  ex- 
pediency, to  recommend  it  to  men  of  conscience  and 
prudence." 

"I  will  not,"  said  Redgauntlctj  while  his  eyes 
sparkled  with  anger,—"  1  will  not  near  you  speak  a 
word  against  the  justice  of  that  enterprise,  for  which 
your  oppressed  country  calls  with  the  voice  of  a  pa- 
rent, entreating  her  children  for  aid— or  against  that 
noble  revenge  which  your  father's  blood  demands 
ftt)m  his  dishonoured  grave.  His  skull  is  yet  stand- 
ing over  the  Rikargaie,*  and  even  its  bleak  and 
mouldered  jaws  command  you  to  be  a  man.  I  ask 
you,  in  the  name  of  God,  and  of  your  ountry,  will 
you  draw  your  sword,  and  go  with  me  to  Carlisle, 
were  it  but  to  lay  your  fathers  head,  iiow  the  perch 

•  The  northern  nl«  of  CvrlMie  yn§  Umt  fsmbl^i  i  •itf-  th.* 
Malta  a  Uw  Scoulili  ff^  oMONiod  in  ir«i. 


of  the  obscene  owl  and  carrion  crow,  and  the  suff 
of  every  ribald  clown,  in  (unsecrated  earth,  as  bcfiif 
his  loniE;  ancesir>'  i" 

Darsi<>,  unprepared  to  answer  an  appeal  urieped  wiik 
so  much  pnssionf  and  not  doubting  a  dirt^t  refoiil 
would  com  liim  his  liberty  or  life,  was  again  siileDL 

"  I  see,"  said  his  uncle',  in  a  more  composed  tone, 
"that  it  IS  not  deficiency  of  spirit,  but  the grovelliiiK 
habits  of  a  confined  etlucation,  among  the  poor-ipi- 
riitxl  class  you  were  condemned  to  hcni  with,  tut 
ke«  OS  you  silent.  Vou  scarce  yet  believe  yoursdf  a 
Ke<igauntlet :  your  pulse  has  not  yet  learned  the  gen* 
uine  throb  that  answers  to  the  summons  of  huiwtf 
and  i>atrioiiflm." 

"I  tnmt,"  n^ilied  Darsie,  at  last,  "  that  I  shall  never 
be  found  indifferent  to  the  call  of  either;  but  tow- 
j  swer  them  with  ellect— even  were  I  convinced  tint 
'  they  now  sounded  in  my  ear— I  must  see  some  nt' 
sonnble  ho|>«'  of  success  in  the  desperate  enterpriieii 
which  you  would  involve  ine.  1  look  around  aie,  tod 
I  st.c  a  settled  government— an  established  autnontr 
—a  born  Briton  on  the  throne— the  very  HishlaiM 
mountaineers,  upon  whom  alone  the  trust  of  thea> 
ilixl  family  reposed,  assembk>d  into  regiments,  which 
act  under  the  orders  of  the  existing  dynasty.*  Franot 
has  Ix-'t-n  utterly  dismayed  by  the  tremendous  lecaom 
of  the  last  war.  and  will  hardly  provoke  anotluL 
All  without  and  within  the  kingdom  is  ad^'ene  M 
enc^iuntiTJng  a  hopeless  struggle,  and  you  alone, «, 
seem  willing  to  undertake  a  desperate  enterprise. 

"And  would  undertake  it  were  it  ten  tin)es  uion 
desperati>;  and  have  agitated  it  when  ten  times  tte 
obstjiclos  were  intertjosed.— Have  1  forgot  uiy  bro* 
tiler's  hloiMl  ? — Cem  1— dare  I  even  now  repeat  ifae 
Pater  iN'osrer,  since  my  enc-mies  and  the  inarderen 
remain  unl'orgiven  ?— Is  there  an  art  I  have  not  pnp* 
tis'xl— a  privation  to  which  I  have  not  submitted,  ta 
bring  on  the  crisis  which  1  now  behold  arrived  ?~ 
Have  I  not  been  a  vowed  and  a  de\'ote<l  man,  kut- 
going  every  cromfort  of  social  life,  renouncing  even 
the  exercise  of  devotion  unless  when  I  might  naoM 
in  prayer  my  prince  and  country,  submitting  to  even 
thing  to  make  converts  to  this  noble  cause?— HswJ 
done  all  this,  and  shall  I  now  stop  short  ?"— Dinie 
was  about  to  interrupt  him,  but  he  pressed  his  htai 
afiiHitionately  upon  his  shoulder,  and  enjoining,  or 
rather  imploring  silence.— "Peace,"  he  said,  "  neifo* 
my  ancestor's  tame— heir  of  all  my  hopes  and  wishes 
—Peace,  stjn  of  my  slaughtered  brother !  1  have 
sought  for  thee,  and  mourned  for  thee,  as  a  mother 
for  an  only  child.  Do  not  let  me  again  lose  yoii  in 
the  moment  when  you  are  restored  to  my  hofies.  Bt- 
lievc  me,  I  distrust  so  nmch  my  own  impatient  tetiH 
per,  that  1  entreat  you^as  the  dearest  boon,  donai^sfat 
to  awaken  it  at  this  crisis." 

Darsie  was  not  sorr>'  to  reply,  that  his  respect  for 
the  person  of  his  relation  would  induc«  him  toliateo 
to  all  which  he  had  to  apprize  him  of,  before  he  form- 
ed any  definite  resolution  upon  the  weighty  subjechi 
of  deiilicration  which  he  proiKised  to  him. 

"  Deliberation !"  repeated  Redgauntlet,  impatiently; 
"  and  yet  it  is  not  ill  said.— I  wish  there  hnd  been 
more  warmth  in  thy  reply,  Arthur ;  but  I  must  recol- 
lect were  an  eagle  bred  in  a  falcon*8  inew,  and  hooded 
like  a  reclaimed  hawk,  he  could  not  at  first  gs» 
steadily  on  the  sun.  Listen  to  ine  my  dearest  Artfaor. 
The  state  of  this  nation  no  more  implies  prosperitfi 
than  the  florid  colour  of  a  feverish  patient  is  a  symp- 
tom of  health.  All  is  false  and  holfow-^the  apptrent 
success  of  Chatham's  administration  has  plungea 
the  country  deeper  in  debt  than  all  the  barren  acrei 
of  (?anada  are  worth,  were  they  as  fertile  as  YoHf 
shire—  the  daxzling  lustre  of  the  victories  of  Miadca 
and  Quebec  have  lH>en  dimmed  by  the  disgrace  of  tbs 
hasty  peace— by  the  war.  England^  at  immense  el* 
Dense,  gained  nothing  but  honour,  and  that  rfie 
has  gratuitously  n-signet).  Many  eyes,  formerly  ctw 
and  indifferent,  are  now  looking  towards  the  line  of 
our  ancient  and  rightful  inonarcns,  as  the  only  lefugs 

■  The  Hi«lilanc!  raviniRntri  wdre  tint  smplnyvd  by  ths  flriS' 
brxed  Garl  of  Chathtm,  who  lutumed  to  tuiuaeir no  mmH ds- 
cnw  of  praiM  fof  tiavmr  called  forth  to  Ute  lupport  of  Iks 
c^rt4iiUT  aki  ths  irovemmont,  tlio  Yslour  wluclt  Uad  bWQ  tas 
on»  dusetsd  aiainat  baik. 
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ji  tiie  appmarhing  Btorm— the  rich  are  alarmed— the 
mblef  are  disRiuated— th*'  populace  arc  inflamed—and 
i  band  of  pauiota,  whoM>  iiieaaijn-8  are  more  pafe  that 
tiMhr  numbers  are  few,  have  rcaolved  to  set  up  KinK 
Chariey'a  standard.*' 

*  But  Ihc  military,"  said  Darsio— "  how  can  you, 
«rith  a  body  of  unanned  and  disorderly  insuw'nta, 
pniinee  lo  cncounier  a  regular  army?  The  High- 
lanciere  are  now  totally  disarmed." 

'*In  a  (H'eat  measure,  perhnpH,"  answered  Red- 
^Mllet:  "  but  the  policy  which  raised  the  Highland 
T^iineniB  has  provided  for  that.  We  have  already 
inends  in  these,  corps:  nor  can  we  doubt  for  a  mo- 
nent  what  their  conduct  will  be,  when  the  white 
Dockade  ia  once  more  mounted.  The  rest  of  the 
Handing  army  has  been  greatly  reduced  since  the 
peace;  and  we  reckon  confidently  on  our  standard 
being  joined  bv  thousands  of  the  disbanded  troops." 

"Alas!'*  said  Darsie,  "and  is  it  upon  such  vague 
hopes  as  these,  the  inconstant  humour  of  a  crowd, 
or  of  a  disbanded  soldicrv,  that  men  of  honour  are 
DTJrod  to  risk  their  families,  their  property,  their 
hbV* 

"Men  of  honour,  boy,"  mid  Redgauntlet,  his  eyes 
llbncing  with  impatience,  '^set  lif^,  property,  family, 
aod  all  at  stake,  when  that  honour  commands  it ! 
We  are  not  now  weaker  than  when  seven  men,  land- 
ing in  the  wilds  of  Moidart,  shook  the  throne  of  the 
uiarper  til]  it  tottered— won  two  pitched  fields,  besides 
ovcmmDing  one  kingdom  and  tlie  half  of  another, 
lod,  but  for  treachery,  would  have  achieved  what 
their  venturous  successors  are  now  to  attempt  in  their 
turn." 

"And  will  such  an  attempt  be  made  in  serious  ear- 
ned T*  said  Danue.  "  Excuse  ma  my  uncle,  if  I  can 
•carce  believe  a  fact  so  extraordinary.  Will  there 
rally  bo  found  men  of  rank  and  consequence  sufficient 
lo  iwiew  the  adventure  of  174B  ?" 

"I  Hill  not  {Qve  you  my  confidence  by  halves.  Sir 
Arthur,"  replied  his  uncle— "Look  at  th«t*scroll— 
what  sav  )-x)u  to  these  names?— Are  they  not  the 
flower  01  the  Western  shires— of  Wales— of  Scot- 
ludr 

"The paper  contains  indeed  the  names  of  many  that 
aragieci  and  noble,"  replied  Darsie,  after  perusing  it; 
"but" 

*Bul  what?"  asked  his  uncle  impatiently:  "do 
!Bu  doubt  the  ability  of  those  nobles  and  gentlemen 
to  furnish  the  aid  in  men  and  money,  at  which  they 
MB  nitrtl  ?" 

"Not  their  ability  certainly,"  said  Darsie,  "for  of 
that  I  am  no  competent  judge;— but  I  see  in  this 
leroll  the  name  ol  Sir  Arthur  Darsie  Redgauntlet 
of  that  Ilk,  rated  at  a  hundred  men  and  upwards— 
[certainly  am  ignorant  how  he  is  to  redeem  that 
pWge." 

*'l  H-ill  be  responaible  for  the  men,"  replied  Hugh 
KediraundeL 

"  But,  my  dear  uncle,"  added  Darsie,  "  I  hope  for 
rour  sake,  that  the  other  individuals,  whofMi  names 
ve  here  written,  have  had,  more  acquaintance  with 
mirplan  than  I  have  been  indulged  with." 

I*  For  thee  and  ihine  I  can  be  myself  responsible," 
iid  Redgauntlet;  "for  if  thou  hast  not  the  courage 
obead  the  force  of  thy  house,  the  leading  shall  pass 
oothfr  hands,  and  thy  inheritance  shall  depart  /rom 
hee,  like  vigour  and  verdure  from  a  rotten  branch, 
'or  these  honourable  pcrvons  a  slight  condition  there 
!, which  they  annex  to  their  fnendshi}>— something  so 
rifling  that  it  is  scarce  worthy  of  mention.  This  boon 
noted  to  them  by  him  who  is  niont  interested,  there 
■  no  qm-stion  they  will  take  the  field  in  the  manner 
here  stau-d." 

Asain  Darsie  perused  the  paper,  and  felt  himself 
RiDTeys  inclined  lo  b<'licve  that  so  many  men  of  family 
nd  fortune  were  likely  to  embark  in  an  enterprise  so 
ita!.  It  sef^inMi  ns  if  some  rash  plotter  had  put  down 
«  a  ventiin;  the  nariics  of  all  whom  common  report 
minted  with  Jacohitism ;  or  if  it  wns  really  the  act  of 
lie  individuals  namtHi,  he  susiHH*t<Ml  they  must  be 
twareof  H«>me  mode  r)f  excusing  themselves  from  com- 
wancewiih  its  purport.  It  was  impos!>ible,  bethought, 
ittt  Englishmen,  of  lar,?e  fortune,  who  had  failed  to 
wn  Charles  when  he  broke  into  England  at  the  head 


I  of  a  victorious  army,  should  have  the  least  thought! 
I  of  encouraging  a  descent  when  circumstances  were  ao 
m  uch  lessiiropitious.  He  therefore  concluded  the  en- 
terprise would  fall  to  pieces  of  itself,  and  that  his  beat 
way  was,  in  the  mean  time,  to  remain  silent,  unless  tba 
actual  approach  of  a  crisis  (which  might,  however, 
never  amve)  should  compel  him  to  give  a  downright 
refusal  to  his  uncle's  proposition :  and  if,  in  the  inte- 
rim, some  door  for  escape  should  be  opened,  he  re- 
solved within  himself  not  to  omit  avading  himself 
of  it. 

Hugh  Redgauntlet  watched  his  nephew's  looks  for 
some  time,  and  then,  as  if  arriving  from  some  other 
process  of  reasoning  at  the  same  conclusion,  he  said, 
'  I  have  told  you,  8ir  Arthur,  that  I  do  not  urge  your 
immediate  accession  to  my  proposal :  indeed  the  con- 
se<iucnccs  of  a  refusal  would  be  so  dreadful  to  your- 
self, so  destructive  to  all  the  hopes  which  I  nave 
nursed,  that  I  would  not  risk,  by  a  moment's  impa- 
tience, the  object  of  my  whole  life.  Yes,  Arthur,  I 
have  been  a  self-denying  hermit  at  one  time— at  an- 
other, the  apparent  associate  of  outlaws  and  despera- 
does—at another,  the  aubordinate  agent  of  men  whom 
I  felt  every  way  my  inferiors— not  for  any  selfish  pur- 
pose of  my  own,  no,  not  even  to  win  for.myself^the 
renown  or  being  the  principal  instrument  in  restoring 
my  King  and  freeing  my  country.  My  first  wish  on 
earth  is  for  that  restoration  and  that  freedom— my 
next,  that  my  nephew,  the  representative  of  my  houses 
and  of  the  brother  of  my  love,  may  have  the  advan- 
tage and  the  credit  of  all  my  efforts  in  the  jgood  cause. 
But,"  he  added,  dardngon  Darsie  one  of  his  withering 
frowns,  "  if  Scotland  and  my  father's  House  cannot 
stand  and  flourish  together,  then  perish  the  very  name 
of  Redgauntlet !  pensh  tiie  son  of  my  brother,  with 
every  recollection  of  the  glories  of  my  family,  of  the 
affectiona  of  my  youth^  rather  than  mv  country's 
cause  should  be  injured  in  the  tithing  of  a  barleycorn  I 
The  spirit  of  Sir  Albcrick  is  alive  within  me  at  this 
moment,"  he  continued,  drawing  up  his  stately  form, 
and  sitting  erect  in  his  saddle,  while  he  pressed  his 
finger  against  his  forehead ;  and  if  you  yourself 
crossed  my  path  in  opposition,  I  swear,  by  the  mark 
that  darkens  my  brow,  that  a  new  deed  ahould  be 
done— a  new  doom  should  be  deserved !" 

He  was  silent,  and  his  threats  were  uttered  in  a  tone 
of  voice  so  deeply  resolute ;  that  Darsie's  heart  sunk 
within  him,  when  he  reflected  on  the  storm  of  passion 
which  he  must  encounter,  if  he  declined  to  join  his 
uncle  in  a  project  to  which  prudence  and  principle 
made  him  equally  adverse.  He  had  scarce  any  hope 
lef^  but  in  temporizing  until  he  could  make  his  escape, 
and  resolved  to  avail  himself  for  that  purpose  of  the 
delay  which  his  uncle  seemed  not  unwdling  to  grant. 
The  stem,  gloomy  look  of  his  companion  became  re- 
laxed by  degrees,  and  presently  afterwarda  he  made  a 
sisn  to  Miss  Redgauntlet  to  join  the  party,  and  began 
a  forced  conversation  on  ordinary  topics ;  in  the  course 
of  which  Dareie  observed  that  his  sister  seemed  to 
speak  under  the  most  cautious  restraint,  weighing 
every  word  before  she  uttered  it,  and  always  permitting 
her  uncle  to  give  the  tone  to  the  conversation^  though 
of  the  most  trifling  kind.  This  *'emed  to  him  (such 
an  opinion  had  he  already  entertained  of  his  sister's 
good  sense  and  firmness)  the  strongest  proof  he  had 
yet  received  of  hia  uncle's  pi'nmptoTy  character,  since 
he  saw  it  observed  with  so  much  deference  by  a  young 
person  whose  sex  might  have  given  her  priyiJegea, 
and  who  seemed  by  no  means  deficient  either  inspirit 
or  firmness. 

The  liidc  cavalcade  was  now  approaching  the 
house  of  Father  Crackenthorp,  situated,  as  the  reader 
knows,  by  the  side  of  the  Sol  way,  and  not  far  distan. 
from  a  nide  pier,  near  which  lay  several  fishing-boats, 
which  freouently  acted  in  a  different  capacity.  The 
houses  of  the  worthy  publican  was  also  adapted  to  the 
various  occupations  which  he  carried  on,  bciiw  a 
large  scrambling  assemblage  of  cottages  attached  to 
a  house  of  two  storiei,  roofed  with  flags  of  sandstone 
—the  oricinal  mansion,  to  which  the  extension  ol 
Master  Crackenthorp's  trade  had  occasioned  hia 
making  many  additions.  Instead  of  the  single  long 
watering- trough,  which  usually  distinguishes  thelron« 
of  the  English  public-house  ol  the  second  class,  than 
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were  three  conveniences  of  that  kind,  for  the  una  as 
the  lanrilord  used  to  Hay.  of  tli<^  truop-lior«i'6«  when 
the  soldiers  came  to  search  his  huiiw;  while  a  know- 
ing leer  nnd  a  ntid,  let  yon  uudrrstand  whal  8pecie8 
of  troops  he  v/na  thinkings  of.  A  huge  atih-tr(.>e  befure 
the  door,  which  had  reatvd  itself  to  a  great  size  and 
height,  ill  »pite  of  the  blasts  from  the  neighbouring 
Sol  way,  overshadowed,  as  ueual,  the  ale-bench,  as 
our  ancestors  called  it,  where,  though  it  was  still 
early  in  the  day,  si'veral  fellows,  w'ho  iH.'enied  to  btr 
^*ntleiiiL'n'H  servants,  wen;  drinking  \K-er  and  smok- 
ing. One  or  two  of  thein  wore  li  vents,  which  seemed 
known  to  Mr.  Redgauntlet,  for  he  mutteri-d  bc'twceii 
his  teeth,  "  Fools,  fools !  were  they  on  a  march  to 
hell,  they  must  have  their  rascals  in  livery  with  them, 
that  the  whole  world  might  know  who  were  going  to 
be  dammxl." 

As  he  thus  muttered,  he  drew  bridle  before  the  di>or 
of  the  place,  from  which  several  other  lounging piests 
began  to  i-sMie,  to  look  with  indolent  curiosity,  as 
usual,  upon  an  arrizaL 

Reagauntlet  sprung  from  his  horse,  and  assisted 
his  niece  to  dismount :  but,  forgetting,  perhaps,  his 
nephew's  disguise,  he  did  not  pay  him  the  attention 
which  his  female  dress  dcmanaea. 

The  situation  of  Darsie  was  indeed  something  awk- 
ward ;  for  Cristal  Nixon,  out  of  caution  perhaps  to 
prevent  escapt*,  had  muffled  the  extreme  folds  of  the 
riding-skirt  with  which  he  was  aceoutred,  around  his 
•nkl^  and  under  his  feet,  and  there  secured  it  with 
large  corking-pins.  We  presume  that  gentlemen- 
cavaliers  may  somelimea  cast  their  eyes  to  that 
part  of  the  person  of  the  fair  equestrians  whom  they 
chance  occasionally  to  escort ;  and  if  tliey  will  con- 
ceive their  own  feet,  like  Darsie' s,  muffled  in  such  a 
labyrinth  .of  folds  and  amplitude  of  robe,  as  modesty 
douDiless  induces  the  fair  creatures  to  assume  upon 
«ich  occasions,  they  will  allow  that,  on  a  first  attempt, 
they  might  find  some  awkwardness  in  dismounting. 
Darsie,  at  least,  was  in  such  a  predicament,  for.  not 
receiving  adroit  assistance  from  the  attendant  or  Mr. 
Redgauntlct,  he  stumbled  as  he  dismounted  from  the 
hora&  and  might  have  had  a  bad  fall,  had  it  not 
been  broken  by  the  gallant  interposition  of  a  gentle- 
man, who  probably  was,  on  his  part,  a  little  surprised 
at  the  solid  weight  of  the  distressed  fair  one  whom 
he  had  the  honour  to  receive  in  his  embrace.  But 
what  was  his  surprise  to  that  of  Darsie' s,  when  the 
hurry  of  the  moment,  and  of  the  accident,  permitted 
him  to  see  that  it  was  his  friend  Alan  Fairford  in 
whose  arms  he  found  himself  1  A  thousand  appre- 
hensions rushed  on  him,  mingl(xl  with  the  full  career 
of  hope  and  joy,  inspired  by  the  unexpected  appear- 
ance of  his  beloved  friend,  at  the  very  crisis,  it  seemed, 
of  his  fate. 

He  was  about  to  whisper  in  his  ear,  cautioning  him 
at  the  same  time  to  be  silent;  yet  he  hesitated  for  a 
second  or  two  to  effect  his  purpose,  since,  should  Red- 
gauntlet  take  the  alarm  from  any  sudden  exclamation 
on  the  part  of  Alan,  there  was  no  saying  whut  conse- 
quences might  ensue. 

Ere  he  could  decide  what  was  to  be  done,  Red- 
f^auntlet,  who  had  entered  the  house,  returm-d  has- 
uiy,  followed  by  Cristal  Nixon.  "iMl  release  you 
of  the  ,cnarge  of  this  young  lady,  sir ;"  he  said, 
haughtily,  to  Alan  Fairford,  whom  he  probably  did 
not  recognise. 

"I  had  no  desire  to  intrude,  sir,"  replied  Alan  j  "the 
lady's  aituation  seemed  to  require  assistance— and— 
iHit  have  I  not  the  honour  to  speak  to  Mr.  Herrios  of 
Birrenswork  V 

"You  are  mistaken,  sir,"  said  Redgauntlet,  turning 
short  ofii  and  making  a  sign  with  his  nand  to  Cristal, 
who  hurried  Darsie,  however  unwillingly^  into  the 
house,  whispering  in  his  ear,  "Come,  miss,  let  us 
have  no  making  of  acouaintsnce  from  the  windows. 
Ladies  of  fashion  must  do  private.  Show  us  a  room. 
Father  CracJienthorp." 

So  saying,  he  conducted  Darsie  into  the  house 
interposing  at  the  same  time  his  person  betwixt  the 
supposed  young  lady  and  the  stranger  of  whom  he 
was  flo  suspicious,  as  to  make  communication  by  signs 
.'oipoasible.  As  they  entered,  they  heard  the  aound  of 
a  fidile  in  the  sioiu-floored  and  well  ianded  kitchen, 


through  which  they  were  about  to  follow  their  corpa* 
lent  host,  and  where  several  people  seemed  eng^gerf 
in  dancin;;  to  its  strninn. 

"  D~n  thee,"  said  Nixon  lo  Crackcnthorp.  **wobU 
you  have  the  lady  go  thmugli  all  the  mob  of  the 
pnrisli  ?  -Hast  thou  no  more  private  way  to  our  aiitiiiii 
rojun  ?" 

"  None  that  is  fit  for  my  travelling,"  answered  the 
landlord,  laying  his  hand  (m  his  portly  stomaciL  "I 
am  nor.  Tom  Turnpenny,  to  creep  like  a  hzard  thraogh 
ki.y  holes." 

Su  saying,  he  kept  moving  on  through  the  rcTcUm, 
in  the  kitchen  ;  and  Nixon  holding  Darsie  by  hisarn, 
as  if  to  oIKt  ihi'  lady  support,  but  in  all  prohabSitjr 
to  fruairatf  any  etlurt  at  escape,  moved  through  ine 
cniwd,  which  prLsenti-d  a  very  motley  apueanno^ 
consisting  of  domesiic  siTvants.  country  fellows, m- 
mcn.  and  olhrr  idlers,  whom  Wandering  ^'illle  wu 
n.gn(ing  with  hifs  music. 

To  pass  another  friend  without  intimation  of  hii 
prcR'iice  would  have  been  actual  pusillanimity;  ant 
just  when  they  were  passing  thebhnd  man's  elevated 
i^at,  Darsit;  asked  liiin,  with  stimeeniphasis,  whether 
he  could  not  play  a  Scottish  air"?— The  man's  Ike 
had  been  the  instant  before  devoid  of  all  sort  of  cz* 
pression,  going  through  his  performance  like  a  clown 
through  a  beautiful  country,  too  much  accustoinal 
to  consider  it  as  a  task,  to  take  any  interest  in  tha 
performance,  and,  in  fact,  scarce  seeming  to  hear  the 
noise  that  he  was  creating.  In  a  word,  he  mi^i  ai 
the  time  have  made  a  companion  to  my  friend  Wilkie'i 
inimitable  hhnd  crowdrr.  But  with  Wandering  WiUig 
this  was  only  an  occasional,  and  a  rare  fit  of  dulaeea 
such  as  will  at  times  creep  over  all  the  professon  a 
the  fine  arts,  arising  either  from  fatigue,  or  contempt 
of  the  present  audience,  or  that  caprice  which  so  ofni 
tempts  painters  and  musicians,  and  great  acton^  b 
the  phrase  of  the  latter,  to  itulk  through  their  ptr( 
instead  of  exerting  themselves  with  the  energy  wnieh 
acquired  their  fame.  But  when  the  performer  beavd 
the  voice  of  Darsie,  his  countenance  Decame  at  onoe 
illuminated,  and  show(xi  the  complete'  mistake  of 
those  who  suppose  that  the  principal  point  of  exprei 
sion  depends  upon  the  eyes.  >Vith  his  face  turned  (e 
the  point  from  which  the  sound  came,  his  upper  lip  a 
Httle  curved,  and  quivering  with  agitation,  and  wiuia 
colour  which  surprise  and  pleasure  had  brought  at 
once  into  his  faded  cheek,  he  exchanged  the  huindnun 
hornpipe  which  he  had  been  sawing  out  with  reluctant 
and  lazy  bow,  for  the  fine  Scottish  air, 

"  You're  Hroleome,  Charii«  Stewart.'* 

which  flew  from  his  strings  as  if  by  inspiration,  ind 
after  a  breathless  pause  of  admiration  among  the 
audience,  was  received  with  a  clamour  of  appiaim 
which  seemed  to  show  that  the  name  and  tendency, 
as  well  as  the  execution  of  the  tune,  was  in  the  higbsK 
degret*  acceptable  to  all  the  party  assembled. 

In  the  mean  time,  Cristal   Nixon,  still   I , 

hold  of  Darsie,  and  following  the  landlord,  foi.— 
his  way  with  some  difficulty  through  the  crowded 
kitchen,  and  entered  a  small  apartment  on  the  other 
side  of  it,  where  they  found  Lilias  Redaiuntki 
already  se4itcd.  Here  Nixon  gave  wav  to  his  sop- 
pressed  resentment,  and  turning  sternly  on  Creek- 
enthorp,  threatened  hint  with  his  master's  sevemt 
displeasure,  because  things  were  in  such  had  order 
to  receive  his  family,  when  ho  had  given  such  ne- 
cial  advice  that  he  desired  to  be  private.  Put  Father 
Crackenthorp  was  not  a  man  to  oe  brow-beaten. 

"Why,  brother  Nixon,  thou  art  angry  this  mom- 
in^,"  he  replieil;  "hast  risen  from  thy  wrung  side,! 
think.  You  know,  as  well  as  I,  that  most  of  toil 
mob  is  of  the  Squire's  own  making— gentlemen  that 
come  with  their  servants,  and  so  forth,  to  meet  bin 
in  the  way  of  business,  as  old  Tom  Turnpenny  sayi 
—the  very  last  that  came  was  sent  down  with  Dick 
Gardener  from  Fairladies." 

"But  ttie  blind  scraping  scoundrel  yonder,"  saio 
Nixon,  "  how  dared  you  take  such  a  rascal  as  that 
across  your  threshold  at  such  a  time  as  this?— If  tJM 
Squire  should  dream  you  have  a  thought  of  peaeh- 
ing—I  am  only  speaking  for  your  good,  Father  Crack 
enthorp." 
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'Why,  look  ye,  brother  Nixon,"  aaid  Cracken- 
■pi,  turning  hia  quid  with  great  composure,  "  the 
lire  18  a  very  worthy  gentleman,  and  I'll  never 
IT  it :  but  1  am  neither  his  servant  nor  his  tenant, 
fio  be  need  send  me  none  of  his  orders  till  he 
in  I  have  put  on  his  liver>'.  As  for  turnins  away 
i  from  my  door,  I  mijght  as  well  pluK  up  the  aJe>tap, 
1  Duil  down  the  sign— and  as  for  peaching,  ana 
ill  like,  the  Squire  will  find  the  folk  here  are  as 
MM  to  the  full  as  those  he  brings  with  him/' 
How,  you  impudent  lump  of  tallow,"  said  Nixon, 
^atdo  yun  mean  by  that?" 
Nodiing,"  said  Crackenthorp,  "but  that  I  can 
r  out  as  well  as  another—you  understand  me— 
p  good  lights  in  my  upper  story— know  a  thing  or 
t  more  than  most  folk  in  this  country.  If  folk  will 
ie  to  my  house  on  dangerous  errands,  egad  they 
H  not  nnd  Joe  Crackenthorp  a  cat's-paw.  1*11 
p  myself  clear,  you  may  depend  on  it,  and  let  every 
a  answer  for  his  own  actions— that's  my  way— 
r  thine  wanted.  Master  Nixon  T 
No— Yes— begone!"  said  Nixon,  who  seemed 
MRassed  with  the  landlord's  contumacy,  yet  desir- 
to  conceal  the  effect  it  produced  on  him. 
lie  door  was  no  sooner  closed  on  Crackenthorp, 
n  Miss  Redgauntlet,  addressing  Nixon,  ^  com- 
oded  him  to  leave  the  room,  and  go  to  his  pro- 


Bow,  madam  T'  said  the  fellow  sullenly,  yet  with 
lirof  respect,  "Would  you  have  your  unde  pistol 
for  disobeying  his  orders?" 

He  may  perhaps  pistol   you  for  some  other 

no,  if  you  do  not  obey  mine,"  said  Lilias,  com- 

edly. 

Tou  abuse  your  advantage  over  me^  madam— I 

lljdarc  not  CO— I  am  on  guard  over  this  other  Miss 

es  and  if  I  should  desert  my  post,  my  life  were  not 

rtfl  five  minutes'  purchase. 

Ilien  know  your  post,  sir,"  said  Lilias,  "and  watch 

the  outside  of  the  door.    You  have  no  commission 


iaCen  to  our  private  conversation,  I  suppose?    Be- 

a«r.  without  further  speech  or  remonstrance,  or 
tell  my  uncle  that  which  you  would  have  reason 
C|M>iit  ho  should  know." 

lie  fellow  looked  at  her  with  a  singular  expression 
Viite,  mixed  with  deference,  "^ou  abuse  your 
anugea,  madam,"  he  said,  "  and  act  as  foolishly 
oing  so,  as  I  did  in  affording  you  such  a  hank 
r  me.  But  you  are  a  tyrant ;  and  tyrants  have 
imonly  short  reigns." 

0  saying,  he  left  the  apartment. 

Hie  wretch's  unparalleled  insolence,"  said  Lilias 
«r  brother,  "has  given  me  one  great  advontage 
r  him.  For,  knowing  that  my  uncle  would  shoot 
,  mith  as  little  remorse  as  a  woodcock,  if  he  but 
■aed  at  his  brazen-faced  assurance  towards  me,  he 
esnot  since  that  time  assume,  so  far  as  I  am  con- 
led,  the  air  of  insolent  domination  which  the  pos- 
lion  of  my  uncle's  secrets,  and  the  knowledge  of 
most  secret  plans,  have  led  him  to  exert  over 
en  of  his  family." 

Id  the  mean  time,"  said  Darsie,  "  I  am  happy  to 
that  the  landlord  of  the  house  does  not  seem  so 
otod  to  him  as  I  apprehended ;  and  this  aids  the 
«  of  esrape  which  1  am  nourishing  for  you  and 
myself.  O,  Lilias!  the  truest  of  friends,  Alan 
irford,  is  in  pursuit  of  me,  and  is  here  at  this  mo- 
dL  Another  humble,  but,  I  think,  faithful  friend, 
Iflo  within  these  dangerous  walls." 
jlias  laid  her  finger  on  her  lips,  and  pointed  to  the 
ir.  Darsie  took  the  hint,  lowered  his  voice,  and 
irmcd  her  in  whispers  of  the  arrival  of  Fairford, 

1  tliat  he  believed  he  had  opened  a  communication 
h  Wandering  Willie.  She  listened  with  the  utmost 
!mt,  and  had  iust  begun  to  reply,  when  a  loud 
se  was  heard  in  the  kitchen,  caused  by  several  con- 
ding  voicts,  amongst  which  Darsie  thought  he 
ikl  distinguish  that  of  Alan  Fairford. 
"ofgetting  how  little  his  own  condition  permitted 
I  to  become  the  assistant  of  another,  Darsie  flew 
he  dnor  of  the  room,  and  finding  it  loiked  and 
ted  on  the  outside,  rushed  against  it  with  all  his 
?8,  and  made  the  most  desperate  efforts  to  burst 
ncn,  notwithstanding  the  entreaties  of  his  Mter 
Voi-V. 


that  he  would  compose  himself^  and  recollect  the 
condition  in  which  lie  was  plac«d.  But  the  door, 
framed  to  withstand  the  attacks  of  excisemen,  con- 
stables, and  other  personages,  co^uidered  as  worthy 
to  use  what  are  colled  the  Kind's  keys,*  "and  there 
with  to  make  lockfast pls'^us  open  and  patent,"  act 
hisefforts  at  defiance.  Mean  timo  the  noise  continued 
without,  and  we  are  'm  give  an  account  of  its  origin  in 
our  next  chapter. 


CHAPTER   XX. 

NABSATIVE  OF  DABSIE  LATIMXR,   COXTIXUXli. 

Joe  Cbackevthobp's  public-house  had  never,  since 
it  first  reared  its  chimneys  on  the  banks  of  (he  Sol- 
way,  been  frequented  by  such  a  miscellaneous  group 
of  visiters  as  had  that  moniing:  become  its  guests. 
Several  of  them  were  persons  whose  quality  seemed 
much  superior  to  their  dresses  and  modes  of  travel- 
ling.. The  servants  who  attended  them  contradicted 
the  inferences  to  be  drawn  from  the  garb  of  their 
masters,  and,  according  to  the  custom  or  the  knights 
of  the  rainbow,  gave  many  hints  that  they  were  not 
people  to  serve  any  but  men  of  first-rate  consequence. 
These  gentlemen,  who  had  come  thither  chiefly 
for  the  purpose  of  meeting  with  Mr.  RedgauntleL 
seemed  mocxly  and  anxious,  conversed  and  walked 
together,  apparently  in  deep  conversation,  and  avoid- 
ed^ any  communication  with  the  chance  travellers 
whom  accident  brought  that  morning  to  the  stme 
place  of  resprt. 

As  if  Fate  had  set  herself  to  confound  the  plana  ot 
the  JacQDite  conspirators,  the  number  of  travellers 


was  unusually  great,  their  appearance  respectable, 
they  filled  the  public  tap-room  of  the  inn,  where 


and  t 


the  political  guests  had  already  occupied  most  of  the 
private  apartments. 

Amongst  others,  honest  Joshua  Geddes  had  ar- 
rived, travelling,  as  he  said,  in  the  sorrow  of  the  soul, 
and  mourning  for  the  fate  of  Darsie  Latimer  as  he 
would  for  his  first-born  child.  He  had  skirted  the 
whole  coast  of  the  Solway,  besides  making  various 
trips  into  the  interior,  not  shunning,  on  such  occa- 
sions, to  expose  himself  to  the  laugn  of  the  scomer, 
nay,  even  to  serious  personal  risk,  by  frequenting  the 
haunts  of  smuiiglers.  horse-jockeys,  and  other  irregu- 
lar persons,  who  looked  on  his  intrusion  with  jealous 
eyes,  and  were  apt  to  consider  him  as  an  exciseman 
in  the  disguise;  of  a  Quaker.  All  this  labour  and  peril, 
however,  had  been  undergone  in  vain..  No  search  he 
could  make  obtaimnl  the  least  intelligence  of  Lati- 
mer, so  that  he  began  to  fear  the  poor  lad  had  been 
spirited  abroad ;  for  the  practice  of  kidnapping  was 
then  not  infnqurnt,  especially  on  the  western  coasts 
of  Britain,  if  indeed  he  bad  escaped  a  briefer  and  more 
bloody  fate. 

Witn  a  heavy  heart,  he  delivered  his  horse,  even 
Solomon,  into  tne  hands  of  the  hostler,  and  walking 
into  the  inn,  demanded  from  the  landlord  breakfast 
and  a  private  room.  Quakers,  and  such  hosts  aa  oki 
Father  Crackenthorp,  are  no  congenial  spirits;  the 
latter  looked  askew  over  his  shoulder,  and  replied, 
"  If  you  would  have  bre4ikfast  here,  fnend,  you  are 
like  to  eat  it  where  other  folk  eat  theirs." 

"And  wherefore  can  I  not"  said  the  Quaker, 
"have  an  apartnu'nt  to  myself,  for  my  money  ?'| 

"Because,  Master  Jonathan,  you  must  wait  till 
your  betters  be  served,  or  else  eat  with  your  equals." 

Joshua  Geddts  argued  the  point  no  farther,  but  sit- 
ting quietly  down  on  the  seat  which  Crackenthorp 
incncated  to  him,  and  calling  for  a  pint  of  afe,  with 
some  bread,  butter,  and  Dutch  cheese^  be^an  to 
satisfy  the  apnetite  which  the  morning  air  had  ren- 
dered unusually  alert. 

While  the  honest  Quaker  was  thus  employed,  ano 
ther  stranger  entered  the  apartment,  and  sat  down 
near  to  the  table  on  which  his  victuals  A^rre  placed. 
He  looked  rcpi^atedly  at  Joshua,  licked  his  parehed 
and  chapped  lips  as  nc  saw  the  good  Quaker  masti- 
cate his  Wad  and  cheese,  and  sucked  up  his  thin 
chops  when  Mr.  Qeddes  applied  the  tankanl  to  his 
mouth,  as  if  the  discharge  of  these  bodily  functions  b? 
*  la  «RiimoaiMrt«ios,aa9wbBr«MhateiMi 
SI 
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•nOlhiT  hud  iwak<>n«d  his  sympathies  in  an  uncon- 
trollable deffrre.  At  last,  iieing  apparently  unablu  to 
withstand  his  loni^nirs.  he  asked,  ma  falterinji;  tone, 
the  huge  landlonl,  who  was  trampini;  thruuirh  the 
room  in  all  corpulent  impatience,  "  whether  he  could 
have  a  plack-pip?" 

"  Never  heard  of  such  a  thing,  master,"  said  the 
landlord,  and  was  about  to  trudge  onward ;  when  the 
snii^st,  detaining  him,  said,  in  a  strong  Scottish  tone, 

Ye  will  mnylie  hove  nae  whey  then,  nor  buttermilk, 
nor  ye  couldna  exhibit  a  souter  s  clod  7" 

"Can't  toll  what  ye  are  talking  about,  master," 
■aid  Cracken thorp. 

"  Then  ye  will  nave  nae  breakfast  that  vrill  come 
within  the  compass  of  a  shilling  Scots?" 

*'  Which  is  a  penny  sterling,  answered  Cracken- 
thorp,  with  a  sneer.  ^' Why.  no,  Sawney,  I  can't  say 
as  we  have— we  can't  afford  it :  but  you  shall  have  a 
bellyful  for  love,  as  we  say  in  the  bufl-rine." 

"I  shall  never  refuse  a  fair  offer,"  snid  the  poverty- 
stricken  guest ;  "  and  I  will  say  that  for  the  English, 
if  they  were  deils,  that  they  are  a  cecveleescd  people 
to  sentlcmen  that  are  under  a  cloud." 

uenilemcn !— humph !"  said  Crackcntborp— "  not 
a  bluecap  among  them  but  halts  upon  that  foot." 
Then  seizing  on  a  dish  which  still  contained  a  huge 
cantle  of  what  had  been  once  a  princely  mutton 
pasty,  he  placed  it  on  the  table  before  the  stranger. 
Baying,  "There,  master  gentleman :  there  is  what  is 
worth  all  the  black  pies,  as  you  call  them,  that  were 
ever  made  of  sheep's  head." 

"  Sheep's  head  is  a  glide  thing,  for  a'  that,"  replied 
the  guest ;  but  not  bemg  snoken  so  loud  as  to  onend 
his  hospitable  entertainer,  tne  inieijection  might  pass 
for  a  private  protest  ai^ainst  the  scandal  thrown  out 
against  the  standing  dish  of  Caledonia. 

This  premised,  he  immediately  bezan  to  transfer 
the  mutton  and  pie-crust  from  his  plate  to  his  lips, 
in  such  huge  gobDets.  as  if  he  was  refreshing  after  a 
three  days'  fast,  and  laying  in  provisions  against  a 
whole  I«ent  to  come. 

Joshua  Geddes  in  his  turn  gazed  on  him  with  sur- 
prise, having  never,  he  thought,  beheld  such  a  ^unt 
expression  of  hunger  in  the  act  of  eating.  *'  Fnend," 
he  said,  after  watching  him  for  some  minutes,  "if 
thou  gorgest  thvself  in  this  fashion,  thou  wilt  assur- 
edly choke.  Wilt  thou  not  take  a  draught  out  of  my 
cup  to  help  down  all  that  dry  meat?" 

**Troth,"  said  the  stranger,  stopping  and  looking 
at  the  friendly  propounder.  that's  nae  bad  overture. 
as  they  say  in  the  General  Assembly.  1  have  heard 
waur  motions  than  that  frae  wiser  counsel." 

Mr.  Geddes  ordered  a  quart  of  home-brewed  to  be 
placed  before  our  friend  Peter  Peebles ;  for  the  reader 
must  have  already  conceivi>d  that  this  unfortunate 
litigant  was  the  wanderer  in  question. 

The  victim  of  Themis  had  no  sooner  seen  the  fla- 
gon than  he  seized  it  with  the  same  energy  which  he 
had  displayed  in  operating  upon  the  pie— puffed  off 
the  froth  with  such  emphasis,  that  some  of^ii  lighted 
on  Mr.  Geddes's  head— and  then  said,  as  if  unth  a  sud- 
den recollection  of  what  was  due  to  civility,  "Here's 
to  ye,  fnend. — What !  are  ye  ow^er  grand  to  give  me 
an  answer,  or  are  ye  dull  o'  heafingT' 

"I  prithee  drink  thy  liquor,  friend^"  said  the  good 
duaker :  "  thou  meanest  it  m  civility,  but  we  care 
not  for  these  idle  fashions." 

"  What !  ye  are  a  Quaker,  are  ye  7"  said  Peter ;  and 
without  further  ceremony  reared  the  flagon  to  his 
head,  from  which  he  withdrew  it  not  whue  a  single 
drop  of  "barley-broo"  remained.— "That's  done  you 
and  me  muckle  gude,"  he  said,  sighinfi^  as  he  set 
down  his  pot :  "but  twa  mutchkins  o'  yill  between 
twa  folk  is  a  arappie  ower  little  measure.  What  say 
yp  to  anitfaer  pot  7  or  shall  we  cry  in  a  blithe  Scots 
pint  ill  ance  7— The  yill  is  no  amiss.'* 

"Thou  mayst  calf  for  what  thou  wilt  on  thine  own 
charges,  friend,"  said  Geddes;  "for  myself,  I  will- 
ingly contribute  to  the  quenching  of  thy  natural 
thirst;  but  I  fear  it  were, no  such  easy  matter  to 
relieve  thy  acquire]  and  artificial  drouth." 

**  That  is  to  say  in  plain  terms,  yc  are  for  with- 
drawing your  caution  with  the  folk  of  the  homse? 
Ton  Quaker  folk  are  bnt  fauae  comforteri ;  but  Moce 


ye  have  garred  me  drink  sae  muckle  cauld  yiU-8M 
that  am  no  used  to  the  like  of  it  in  the  fomnoiH 
think  ye  might  as  woel  have  offered  me  a  glusof 
brandy  or  iisiiuebae— I'm  nae  nice  body— I  candiik 
ony  think  that's  wct  and  toothsome." 

Not  a  dn)p  at  my  cost,  friend,"  quoth  Geddoi 
*'Thnii  art  an  old  man,  and  hast,  perchance,  a  barf 
and  long  journey  before  I  bee.  Thou  art,  moreover, 
my  cuuntryman,  as  I  judge  from  thy  toiigue:  and  I 
will  not  give  thee  the  means  of  dishonouring  Inygny 
hairH  in  a  strange  limd." 

"Gniy  hairs,  neighbour!"  said  Peter,  with  a  wink 
to  the  hystanders,— whom  this  dialogue  bcno  to 
interest,  and  who  were  in  hopes  of  seeing  theOmker 
played  off  by  the  crazed  beggar,  for  such  Peter  ?«• 
hies  appeartnl  to  be,—"  Gray  naira  I  The  Lord  mend 
your  eyesight,  neighbour,  that  disna  ken  gray  hui 
frae  a  tow  wig!" 

Thip  jrat  procured  a  shout  of  laughter,  and,  whit 
was  still  more  acceptable  dian  diy  arolause,  a  min 
who  stood  beside  called  out,  "  Father  Crackeniboip, 
bring  a  nipperkin  of  brandy.  I'll  bestow  a  dram  on 
this  follow,  were  it  but  for  that  very  word." 
.  The  brandy  was  immediately  brought  by  a  weod 
who  acte«l  as  bar-maid ;  and  Peter,  with  a  grin  of 
delicht.  filled  a  glass,  quaffed  it  of!;  and  then  ssrioSi 
"  God  blesH  me !  1  was  so  unmanneriy  aa  not  to  drink 
to  yc— I  think  the  Quaker  has  smitten  me  wi'  his  ill* 
bred  havings,"— he  was  about  to  fill  another,  wben 
his  hand  was  arrested  by  his  new  friend ;  who  said  it 
the  same  time,  "  No,  no,  friend— fair  play's  a  jewel- 
time  about,  if  you  please."  And  filling  a  gfass  for 
himself,  emptied  it  as  gallantly  as  Peter  could  hiTc 
doiif.  "  What  say  you  to  that,  friend'?"  he  contimwd, 
addressing  the  Quaker. 

"  Nay,  friend,  answered  Joshua,  "it  went  down 
thy  throat,  not  mine ;  and  I  have  nothing  to  aay  about 
what  concerns  me  not;  but  if  thou  art  a  man  of 
humanity,  thou  wilt  not  give  this  poor  creature  the 
means  of  debauchery.  Bethink  thee  that  they  will 
spurn  him  from  the  door,  as  they  would  do  a.nol■^ 
less  and  mnstcrless  dog,  and  that  he  may  die  on  the 
sands  or  on  the  common.  And  if  he  has  throu^  thr 
means  bcH>n  rendered  incapable  of  helping  himKO, 
thou  shnlt  not  be  innocent  of  his  blood. 

"  Faith,  Broadbrim,  I  believe  thou  art  right,  and  dis 
old  gentleman  in  the  flaxen  jazy  shall  have  no  moie 
of  the  comforter— Besides,  we  have  business  in  hand 
to-day,  and  thif<  fellow,  for  as  mad  as  he  looks  miy 
have  a  nose  on  his  face  after  all.— Hark  ye,  father,- 
what  is  your  name,  and  what  brings  you  mto  suckin 
out-of-tlie- way  comer  7" 

"  I  am  not  just  free  to  condescend  on  my  name," 
said  Peter ;  "  and  as  for  my  business— there  is  a  wee 
dribble  of  brandy  in  the  stoupn— it  would  be  wranzto 
leave  it  to  the  lass— it  is  learning  her  bad  usages. 

"  Well,  thou  shall  have  the  brandy,  and  be  d-<I  to 
thee,  if  tnou  wilt  tell  me  what  you  art  making  heie." 

"  Seeking  a  young  advocate  chap  that  they  ca'  Abn 
Fairford,  that  has  played  me  a  slippery  tnckfinye 
maun  yen,  a'  about  the  cause,"  said  Peter. 

"  An  advocate,  man !"  answered  the  Captain  of  iIm 
JumpingJenny— for  it  was  he,  and  no  other,  who  had 
taken  compassion  on  Peter's  drought ;  "  why,  Lord 
help  thee,  thou  art  on  the  wrong  side  of  the  Pnth  tn 
seek  advocates,  whom  I  take  to  be  Scottish  lawyen. 
not  F.nglish." 

"English  lawyers,  man!"  exclaimed  Peter,  "the 
deil  a  lawyer's  in  a'  England." 

"  I  wish  from  my  soul  it  were  tru&"  said  Ewirt ; 
"  but  what  the  devil  put  that  in  your  head  ?" 

"  LorcL  man,  I  got  a  grip  of  ane  of  their  attomeiri 
in  Carlisle,  and  he  tauld  me  that  there  waana  a  law- 
yer in  England,  ony  mair  than  himsell,  that  kend  the 
nature  of  a  multiplepoinding  I  And  when  I  uuld  Ibb 
how  this  loopy  lad,  Alan  Fairford,  had  served  me^he 
said  I  might  bring  an  action  on  the  case— just  as  if 
the  case  hadna  as  mony  actions  already  as  one  case 
can  weel  carry.  By  my  word,  it  is  a  gude  case,  and 
muckle  has  it  home,  in  its  day,  of  various  proceduie- 
but  it's  the  barley-pickle  breaks  the  naig's  back,  and 
wi'  my  consent  it  shall  not  hae  ony  mair  buiden  laii 
upon  It." 

"*  But  this  Alan  Fairford  T  sakl  Nanty— " 
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lip  up  the  drop  of  bnindv,  mm,  iind  tell  me  some 
more  about  him,  and  whether  you  are  seeking  him  far 
■Md  or  for  harm." 

**  For  my  ain  sude,  and  for  hw  harm,  to  be  nure/' 
nid  Peter.  "  Think  of  his  haying  left  my  caiiftc  m 
tlie  dead- ih raw  bet wei^n  the  tyncing  and  the  winnino: 
•nd  capering  off  into  Cumberland  here,  after  a  wild 
loup-the- tether  lad  they  or*  Dorsie  Latimer." 

**Daraie  Latimer f  aaid  Mr.  Gcddes,  hastily;  "do 
|<ou  know  anr  thing  of  Darsie  Latimer?" 

"May  be  I  do,  and  may  be  I  do  not,"  antiwered  Peter; 
•*  I  am  not  free  lo  answer  everj*  bod/s  interrogaior\', 
Dnleaa  it  is  putjudi<ially,  and  by  form  of  law— Bpecially 
where  folk  thmk  90  much  of  a  caup  of  wxir  yill,  or  a 
thimblcfu*  of  brandy.  But  ur  for  this  gentleman,  that 
has  shown  himself  a  gentleman  at  breakfast,  and  will 
■how  himself  a  gentleman  at  the  meridian,  1  am  free 
to  condescend  upon  nny  points  in  the  cause  that  may 
appear  to  hear  upon  the  question  at  issue." 

'*  Why,  all  I  want  to  know  from  you,  my  friend,  is 
whether  you  are  seeking^  to  do  this  Mr.  Alan  Fairford 
fBpod  or  harm :  because  if  you  come  to  do  him  good,  I 
think  you  oouid  maybe  get  speech  of  him— and  if  to 
do  him  hann,l  will,  take  the  liberty  to  give  you  a  cast 
■crosa  the  Frith,  with  fair  warning  not  to  come  back 
OD  such  an  errand,  lest  worse  come  of  it." 

The  manner  and  Unguage  of  Fawart  were  such,  that 
Joahua  Geddcs  resolved  to  keep  cautious  silence,  till 
hecoukl  more  plainly  discover  whether  he  was  likely 
ID  aid  or  impede  him  in  his  researches  after  Darsie 
Latimer.  He  therefore  determined  to  listen  attentively 
to  what  should  pass  between  Peter  and  the  seaman, 
and  to  watch  ior  an  opportunity  of  questioning  the 
fcrmer,  so  soon  as  be  should  be  separated  from  his 
new  acquaintance. 

"  I  wad  by  no  means,"  sakl  Peter  Pet'bles,  "do  any 
rabatantial  harm  to  the  poor  lad  Fairford,  who  has 
had  mony  aoowd  guinea  of  mine,  as  weel  as  his  father 
before  him:  but  1  wad  hae  him  brought  back  to  the 
■aiding  or  my  business  and  his  ain ;  and  maybe  I 
wadna  insist  Airther  in  my  action  of  damages  against 
Um,  than  for  refoiinding  the  fees,  and  for  some  aimual 
lent  on  the  principal  sum,  due  frac  the  day  on  which 
he  should  have  recovered  it  for  me,  plack  and  bawbee, 
it  the  great  advising;  for,  ye  are  aware,  that  is  the  least 
(bat  I  can  ask  nomine  damni;  and  I  have  nae  thought 
to  break  down  the  lad  bodily  a'  thegither— we  maun 
live  and  let  .'ive— forgie  and  forget.    , 

"The  deuce  take  me,  friend  Broadbrim,"  said  Nanty 
Ewart,  looking  to  the  Uunker,  "if  lean  moke  out 
what  this  old  scan>crow  means.  If  I  thought  it  was 
fitting  that  Master  Fairford  should  see  him,  why  per- 
haps It  is  a  matter  that  could  be  mannge-d.  Do  you 
know  anything  about  the  old  fellow?— you  seemed 
to  take  some  charge  of  him  just  now." 

"  No  more  than  1  should  have  done  by  any  one  in 
diatresfl,"  said  Geddea,  not  sorry  to  be  appeakil  to ; 
"but  I  will  try  what  I  can  do  to  find  out  who  he  is, 
and  what  he  is  about  in  this  country— But  are  we  not 
a  little  too  public  in  this  open  room  ?" 

"It'a  well  thought  of,  said  Nanly;  and  at  his 
command  the  bar-maid  ushered  the  party  into  a  side- 
booth.  Peter  attending  them,  in  the  instinctive  hope 
that  there  would  be  more  liquor  drank  amon^  them 
before  parting.  They  had  scarce  sat  down  m  their 
new  apartment,  when  the  sound  of  a  vblin  was  heard 
in  the  room  which  they  had  just  left. 

"  ril  awa  back  yonder,"  said  Peti.T,  rising  up  again; 
"yon*8  the  sound  of  a  fiddle,  and  where  there  is  niu- 
■ic  there's  aye  something  ganging  to  eat  or  drink." 

"I  am  hist  going  to  order  sometninghere,"  said  the 
Quaker ;  but,  in  the  mean  time,  have  you  any  objec- 
tion, my  good  friend,  lo  \A\  us  your  name?" 

"  None  in  the  world,  if  you  are  wanting  to  drink  to 
roe  by  name  and  surname,"  answered  Peebles;  'Muit 
otherwise.  I  would  rntlier  evite  your  interrogatories." 

**  Friend/'  said  the  Quaker,  "  it  is  not  for  thine  own 
health,  seemz  thou  hast  drunk  enough  already— how- 
ever—Here,  handmaiden— bring  me  a  gill  of  sherry." 

"Sherry's  but  shilpit  drink,  and  a  gill's  a  sina' 
neasure  for  twa  gentlemen  to  craek  ower  01  their  first 
acquaintance.— But  let  us  see  your  sneaking  gill  of 
aherrv,"  said  Poor  Peter,  thrusting  forth  his  hui(e  hand 
to  aciie  on  thediminiuive  pewlar  meaaure,  which,  ac- 
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cording  to  the  faahion  of  the  time,  contained  the  ge- 
nerous liquor  freshly  drawn  from  the  butt. 

"Nav,  nold,  friend,"  said  Joshua,  "  thou  hast  not 
yet  tola  me  what  name  andsurnamel  am  to  cail  thee 

"  D-^  sly  in  the  Quaker,"  aaid  Nanty,  apart,  *'  to 
make  him  to  pay  for  his  liquor  belore  he  gives  it  him. 
Now,  I  am  such  a  fool,  that  1  should  have  let  him  get 
too  drunk  to  open  his  mouth,  before  I  thought  of  askmg 
him  a  question." 

"My  name  is  Peter  Peebles,  then."  said  the  litigant, 
rather  sulkily,  as  one  who  thought  his  liquor  too 
sparingly  meted  out  to  hiin ;  "axiuwhat  have  you  to 
say  to  that  ?" 

'Peter  Peebles?"  repeated  Nanty  Ewnrt,  and 
seemed  to  muse  upon  something  which  the  words 
brought  to  his  reiiiembrance,  while  the  Quaker  pur- 
sued iiis  examination. 

"  But  1  prithee,  Peter  Peebles,  what  is  thy  forther 
designation  ?— Thou  knowest,  in  our  country,  that 
some  men  are  distinguished  by  their  craft  and  calling; 
as  cordwainens  fishers,  weavers,  or  the  like,  and  some 
by  thi.ir  titles  as  proprietors  of  lands,  (which  savours 
or  vanity)— Now,  how  mnv  you  be  distinguished  from 
others  of  the  same  nanief 

"As  Peter  Peebles  of  the  great  plea  of  Poor  Peter 
Peebles  against  Plainstanes,  et  per  contra— if  I  am 
laird  of  naething  else,  1  nm  aye  a  domirnis  iituy 

"  It's  but  a  poor  lairdship,  1  doubt,"  said  Joshua. 

"Pray,  Mr.  Pwrbles,"  said  Nanty,  iniernipting  the 
conversation  abruptly,  "  were  not  you  once  a  burgeaa 
of  Edinburgh  ?" 

"  lV(u  I  a  burgess  f  said  Peter,  indignantly,  "  and 
am  I  not  a  burgees  even  now?  I  have  done  nothing 
to  lorfeit  my  right,  I  trow— once  provost  and  aye  my 
lord." 

"Well,  Mr.  Burgess,  tell  mc  farther,  have  you  not 
some  properly  in  the  Gude  Town?"  continued  EwarL 

"Troth  have  I— that  is,  before  my  misfortunes,  I 
had  twa  or  three  bonny  bits  of  maihngs  anumg  the 
closes  and  wynds,  forby  the  shop  and  the  story  abune 
it.  But  Plainstanes  has  put  me  to  the  causeway  now. 
Never  mind  though,  I  will  be  iipades  with  him  yet." 

"  Had  not  you  once  a  tenement  in  the  Covenant 
CIos(^  ?"  again  Remanded  Nanty. 

"  Vou  have  hit  it,  lad,  ihouph  ye  look  not  like  a  Co- 
venanter." said  PetLT;  "we'll  drink  to  its  memory— 
[Hout !  the  heart's  at  the  mouth  0'  that  ill-fnur'd  bit 
sttnip  already  !]— it  broufthl  a  rent,  reckoning  from  the 
crawstep  to  the  groundsill,  that  ye  might  ca  fourteen 

Eunds  n-year,  forby  the  laigh  cellar  that  was  let  to 
.ucky  Littleworlh." 

"  And  do  you  not  remember  that  you  had  a  poor 
old  lady  for  your  tenant,  Mrs.  Cantrips  of  Kittle- 
basket  ?"  said  Nanty,  suppressing  his  emotion  with 
difficulty. 

"  Rcmcmlier !  Gr— d,  I  have  gude  cause  to  remem- 
ber her,"  said  Peter,  "for  she  turned  a  dyvour  on  my 
hando,  the  auld  besom !  and,  after  a'  that  the  law 
could  do  to  make  me  satisfied  and  paid,  in  the  way  of 
poinding  and  distrenzieing,  and  sae  forth,  as  the  law 
will,  she  ran  away  to  the  Charity  Workhouse,  a  mat- 
ter of  twenty  punds  Scots  in  my  debt— it's  a  great 
shame  and  oppression  that  Charity  Workhouse, 
taking  in  bankmpt  dyvours  that  canna  pay  their  ho- 
nest creditors." 

"Methinks,  friend,"  said  the  Qimker,  "  thine  own 
rags  might  teach  thee  compassion  for  other  people'a 
nakedness." 

"Rocs!"  said  Peter,  taking  Joshua's, words  lite- 
rally; do(.'s  oiiy  wisit  body  put  on  their  best  coat 
whtfU  they  arc  travelling,  and  ket-ping  company  with 
Quakers,  and  such  other  caitlu  as  the  road  ati<»rds''" 

"The  old  lady  died,  I  have  beoni^"  said  Nanty. 
Hffrctiii!;  a  moderation  which  was  belied  by  accents 
that  falteriii  with  passion. 

"She  might  live  or  die,  for  what. I  care."  answered 
Peter  the  Cruel ;  "  what  business  .iave  folk  to  do  to 
live,  that  canna  live  as  law  will,  and  saiisfv  their  just 
and  lawful  creditor  ?" 

"  And  you— you  that  arc  now  yourself  trodden  down 
in  the  very  kennel,  are  you  not  sorry  for  what  yoii 
have  done  ?  Do  you  not  repent  having  occamoneJ 
the  poor  widow- woman's  death  T' 
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"  What  for  rfiould  I  repent  T  f  aid  PcIct  :  "  the  law 
Mras  on  my  aide— a  decreet  of  tlie  Bailies'  followed  by 
poinding,  and  an  act  of  warding— a  auapenaion  in- 
tended, and  the  letters  found  orderly  proceeded.— I 
followtwi  the  auld  rudas  through  iwa  (JouriH— she  coat 
Die  inair  money  than  ht-r  lues  were  worth." 

"Now,  by  Heaven!"  said  Nanty,  "I  would  give  a 
Thousand  guineas,  if  I  had  them,  to  have  you  worth  my 
beating  I  Had  you  said  you  n>pcnttd,  it  had  been  be- 
tween i'od  and  your  conscience;  but  to  hear  you 
boast  of  your  villuny— Do  you  think  it  little  to  have 
reduced  the  aged  to  famine,  and  tiie  young  to  infamy 
to  have  caustxl  the  death  of  one  woman,  the  ruin  of 
another,  and  to  have  drivt-n  a  niun  to  exile  and  de- 
spair 1  By  Him  that  made  me,  I  can  scarce  keep 
hands  oft'  you !" 

"Off  me? -I  defy  ye  1"  said  Peter.  "I  take  this 
honest  man  to  witness,  that  if  ye  stir  the  neck  of  my 
collar,  I  will  have  my  action  for  stouihreif,  spul/ie, 
oppression,  assault  and  battery.  Here's  a  bra'  din, 
indeed,  about  an  auld  wife  gaun  to  the  grave,  a  young 
limmer  to  the  c  lose-heads  and  causeway,  and  a  sticket 
■tibbler*  to  the  sea  instead  of  the  gallows !" 

"  Now,  by  my  soul,"  said  Nanty,  "  this  is  too  much ! 
and  since  you  can  fe<:l  no  otherwise,  I  will  try  if  I 
cmnnot  beat  some  humanity  iato  your  head  and 
shoulders." 

He  drew  his  hanger  as  he  spoke,  and  although 
Joshua,  who  had  in  vain  endeavoured  to  interrupt  the 
dialogue,  to  which  he  foresaw  a  violent  terminatimi, 
now  threw  himself  between  Nanty  and  the  old  liti- 
gant, he  could  not  prevent  the  latter  from  receiving 
two  or  three  sound  slaps  over  the  shoulder  with  the 
flat  side  of  the  weapon. 

Poor  Peter  Peebles,  as  ini^Iorious  in  his  extremity  as 
he  had  been  presumptuous  m  brincing  it  on,  now  ran 
and  roared,  and  bolted  out  of  the  apartment  and 
house  itself,  pursued  by  Nsniy,  whose  passion  be- 
came high  in  proportion  to  his  giving  way  to  its  dic- 
tates, and  by  Joshua,  who  still  interfered  at  ever>;  risk, 
calling  upon  Nanty  to  reflect  on  the  age  and  misera- 
ble circumstances  of  the  offender,  and  upon  Poor  Pe- 
9  ter  to  stand  and  place  himself  under  his  protection. 
In  front  of  tlie  house,  however,  Peter  Peebles  found  a 
more  efficient  protector  than  the  worthy  Quaker. 


CHAPTER  XXI. 

NAXaAS-IYS  OF  ALAN  FAIBl-'OBO. 

Oca  readers  may  recollect,  that  Fairford  had  been 
randucted  by  Dick  Gardener  from  the  House  of  Fair- 
ladies,  to  the  inn  of  old  Father  Crackenthorp,  in  or- 
der, as  he  had  been  informed  by  the  mysterious  Fa- 
ther Buonavenrture,  that  he  might  have  the  meeting 
which  he  desired  with  Mr.  Rodgauntlet,  to  treat  with 
him  for  the  liberty  of  his  friend  Darsie.  His  guide, 
by  the  special  direction  of  Mr.  Ambrose,  had  intro- 
duced him  into  the  public-house  by  a  back-door,  and 
recommended  to  the  landlord  to  aconmmodate  him 
with  a  private  apanment,  and  to  treat  him  with  all 
civility;  but  in  other  resijects  to  keep  his  eye  on  him, 
and  even  to  secure  his  person,  if  he  saw  any  reason 
to  suspect  him  to  be  a  spy.  He  was  not,  however, 
subjected  to  any  direct  restraint,  but  was  ushered  into 
an  apartment,  where  he  was  requested  to  await  the 
arrival  of  the  {^nileman  with  whom  he  wished  to 
have  an  interview,  and  who,  as  Cracken thorp  assured 
him  with  a  significant  nod,  would  be  certainly  there 
in  the  course  of  an  hour.  In  the  mean  wnilc,  he 
recommended  to  him,  with  another  significant  sign, 
to  keep  his  apartment,  "as  there  were  people  in  the 
house  who  were  apt  to  busy  themselves  about  other 
folk's  matters." 

Alan  Fairford  complied  with  the  recommendation, 
BO  long  as  he  thought  it  reasonable;  but  when, 
among  a  large  party  riding  up  to  the  house,  he  dis- 
cerned Redgaimtlet,  whom  he  had  seen  under  the 
name  of  Mr.  Herries  of  Birrenswork,  and  whom,  by 
his  heigh;  and  strength,  he  easily  distinguished  from 
the  rest,  he  thought  it  proper  to  go  down  to  the  front 
o(  the  house,  in  hopes  that,  by  more  closely  recon- 

'  A  iivlent  of  dirioity  wlio  hat  not  been  abls  to  complete 
kis  tUaAsM  on  theology.  I 


noitering  the  party,  he  might  discover  if  bis  fiiead 
Darsie  was  among  them. 

'rhe  reader  is  aware  that,  by  doins  so,  he  had  n 
opportunity  of  breaking  Damie's  fall  from  his  lide- 
Kuddle,  although  his  disguise  and  mask  prevented  hit 
mcijgnising  his  friend.  It  may  be  also  reoollesttd, 
that  while  .Nixon  hurried  Miss  Redgauntlet  and  her 
brother  into  the  house,  their  uncle,  somewhat  chafed 
at  an  unexpected  and  inconvenient  intcrruptioo. 
rL-maiiied  himself  in  parley  with  Fairford,  who  had 
already  successively  addressed  him  by  the  names  of 
Herries  and  Redgauntlet ;  neither  of  which,  any  mors 
than  the  aaiuaintance  of  the  young  lawyer,  he  seemed 
at  (lie  moment  willing  to  acknowledge,  though  an  air 
of  haughty  indifference,  which  he  assumed,  could  not 
coniYal  his  vexation  and  embarrassment 

"If  we  must  needs  be  acquainted,  air,"  he  said  tt 
last—"  for  which  lam  unable  to  sec  any  necesBlv, 
especially  as  1  am  now  particularly  disposed  to  be 
private— I  nmst  entreat  you  will  tell  me  at  once  what 
you  have  to  say,  and  permit  nic  to  attend  lo  maiten 
of  more  importance." 

"  My  intnxluction,"  said  Fairford,  "  is  amtained 
in  this  letter,"— (delivering  that  of  Maxwell.)— "  1  am 
convinced  that,  under  whatever  name  it  may  be  year 

Gleasure  for  the  present  to  be  known,  it  is  mto  mat 
ands,  and  yours  only,  that  it  should  be  delivered." 

Redgauntlet  turned  the  letter  in  his  hand— thea 
read  the  con  tents— then  again  looked  upon  the  letter, 
and  sternly  observed,  "The  seal  of  the  letter  has  been 
broken.  Was  this  the  case,  sir,  when  it  was  dcLvend 
into  your  hand  7" 

Fairford  despised  a  falsehood  as  macfa  as  any  man, 
unless,  iierhaps,  as  Tom  Turnpenny  might  have  said 
"in  the  way  of  business."  He  answeml  readily  ana 
firrnly,  "The  seal  was  whole  when  the  letter  was 
delivered  to  me  by  Mr.  Maxwell  of  Summertrees." 

"  And  did  you  dare,  sir,  to  break  the  seal  of  a  letter 
addressed  to  me  7"  said  Redgaunilet,  not  sorry,  pc^ 
haps,  to  pick  a  quarrel  upon  a  point  foreign  to  tke 
ten(»r  of  the  epistle. 

"  1  have  never  broken  the  seal  of  any  letter  com- 
mitted to  my  charge,"  said  Alan ;  "not  from  fear  of 
those  to  whom  such  letter  might  be  addressed,  bot 
from  respect  to  myself." 

"  That  is  well  worded,"  said  Redgauntlet ;  **  and  rrt, 
young  Mr.  Counsellor,  1  doubt  whether  your  deUciey 
prevented  your  reading  my  letter,  or  listening  to  the 
contents  as  read  by  some  other  person  afWrit  wh 
opened." 

"  I  certainly  did  hear  the  contents  read  over,"  nid 
Fairford :  "  and  they  were  such  as  to  surprise  me  t 
good  deal." 

"Now that,"  said  Redgauntlet,  "I  hold  tpbepiettv 
much  the  same,  in  /oro  conacUntite,  as  if  voa  bn 
broken  the  seal  yourself.  I  shall  hokl  myseliexcneed 
from  entering  upon  farther  discourse  with  a  messenffer 
so  faithless ;  and  you  may  thank  yourself  if  ywr 
journey  has  been  fruitless." 

"Stay,  sir,"  said  Fairford;  "and  know  that  I  be- 
come acquainted  with  the  contents  of  the  paper 
without  my  consent— I  may  even  say  against  my  will; 
for  Mr.  fiuonaventure" 

"  Who  7"  demanded  Redgnundet,  in  a  wild  and 
alarmed  manner—"  IVhom  was  it  you  named  ?" 

"  Father  Buonaventure,"  said  Alan.—"  a  Catholie 
priest,  as  I  apprehend,  whom  I  saw  at  the  MissArtbv 
rets'  house,  called  Fairladies." 

"  Miss  ArthureiJ» !— Fairladies !— A  Catholic  priest! 
—Father  Buonaventure !"  said  Redgauntlet,  repeating 
the  words  of  .\lan  with  astonishment, — "Is  it  poi- 
siblc  that  human  rashness  can  reach  such  a  point  of 
infatuation  7- Tell  me  the  truth,  I  conjure  you,  sir-;! 
have  the  deepest  interest  to  know  whether  this  is 
more  than  an  idle  legend,  picked  up  from  hearsiy 
about  the  country.  You  are  a  lawyer,  and  know  the 
risk  incurred  by  the  Catholic  clergy,  whom  the  dis- 
charge of  their  duty  sends  to  these  hloody  slioies." 

"1  am  a  lawyer,  certainly,"  said  Fairford :  "bat 
my  holding  such  a  respectable  condition  in  life  wa^ 
rants  that  1  am  neither  an  infoniier  nor  a  spy.  Heia 
is  sufficient  evidence  that  I  have  seen  Father  Bunas 
venture." 

He  put  Buonaventare'a  letter  into  Redgumilei*! 
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,  _jd  watched  his  looks  closely  while  he  read  it 

DouUe-dycd  infatuation !"  be  muttered,  with  looks 
m  which  sorrow,  displeasure,  and  anxiety  were  min- 
gled. " '  Save  iiic  from  the  indiscretion  ot  my  friends,' 
says  the  Spaniard ;  *  I  can  save  myaelf  from  the  hos- 
luiy  of  my  enemies.' " 

He  then  read  the  letter  attentively,  and  for  two  or 
ikrae  minutes  was  lont  in  thought,  while  some  pur- 
pose of  importunce  seemed  to  have  gathered  and  sit 
Moodinff  upon  his  countenance.  He  held  up  his  finger 
towards  his  saU'llite,  Crisiai  Nixon,  who  replied  to 
kia  aiipial  with  a  prompt  nod :  and  with  one  or  two 
of  the  attendants  approached  Fairford  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  make  hiin  apprehensive  they  were  about 
to  lay  hold  of  him. 

At  this  momt-nt  a  noise  was  hesrd  from  withinside 
«rthe  house,  and  presently  rushed  lorih  Peter  Peebles, 
pursued  by  Nanty  Ewart  with  his  drawn  hanger,  and 
the  nvorthy  Quaker,  who  was  endeavouring  to  pre^ 
not  miscaief  to  others,  at  some  risk  of  bringing  it  on 
Umaelf. 

A  wikler  and  yet  a  more  absurd  figure  can  hardly  be 
BBigined,  than  that  of  Poor  Peter,  clattering  along  as 


I  his  huge  boots  would  pennit  him,  and  reseni- 

Jiothing  so  much  ss  a  flying  scarecrow;  whil< 

the  thin  emaciated  form  of  Nanty  Ewart,  with  the 


__i  of  death  on  his  cheek  and  the  fire  of  vengeance 
danciiig  from  his  eye,  formed  a  ({[hastly  contrast  with 
tte  ridiculous  object  of  his  pursuit. 

Redgauntlet  threw  himself  between  them.  "  Whst 
eiirmvagant  folly  is  this?"  he  said.  "Put  up  your 
weapon.  Captain.  Is  this  a  nme  to  indulge  in  drunken 
brawlS)  or  is  such  a  miserable  object  as  that  a  fitting 
iMaoonist  for  a  man  of  courage?" 

"^Ibeff  pardon,"  said  the  CapUin,  sheathing  his 
weapon—^  I  was  a  Uttle  bit  out  of  the  way,  to  be 
me ;  but  to  know  the  provocation,  a  man  must  read 
■y  heart,  and  that  I  hardly  dare  to  do  myself.  But 
Ihe  wretch  is  safe  from  me.  Heaven  has  done  its  own 
imjeance  on  us  both." 
While  he  spoke  in  this  manner,  Peter  Peebles,  who 
lad  at  first  crept  behind  Rcdgauntlet  in  bodily  fear, 
lesan  now  to  reassume  his  spirits.  Pulling  his  pro- 
Ktor  by  the  sleeve,  "  Mr.  Henies— Mr.  Henries,**  he 
rhiapered,  eagerly,  "  ye  have  done  me  mnir  than  ae 
ode  turn,  and  it  ye  will  but  do  me  anither  at  this 
cad  pinch,  I'll  forgie  the  girded  keg  of  brandy  that 
ou  and  Captain  Sir  Harry  Redgimlet  drank  out  yon 
ma.  Ye  sail  hae  an  ample  discharge  and  re- 
imciation,  and,  though  I  should  see  you  walking  at 
la  Croas  of  Edinburgh,  or  standing  at  the  bar  of  the 
Somt  of  Justicisry,  no  the  very  thumbikins  tlieni- 
sftves  should  bring  to  my  memory  that  ever  1  saw  you 
I  arms  yon  day.'' 

He  accompanied  this  promise  by  pulling  so  hard  at 
ied^auntlet's  cloak,  that  he  at  last  turned  round. 
IdMt !  speak  in  a  word  what  you  want." 
^Aweel  awed.  In  a  word  then,"  said  Peter 
eeblea,  "  I  have  a  Mrarrant  on  me  to  apprehend  that 
lan  that  atands  there.  Alan  Fairford  by  name,  and 
dvocate  by  calling.  I  bought  it  from  Maister  Justice 
bzley's  clerk,  Maister  Nicholas  Faggot,  wi'  the 
niiea  that  you  gied  me." 

**Ha !"  said  Reilgauntlet,  "hast  thou  really  such  a 
airant?  let  me  see  it.— Look  aharp  that  no  one 
icapts.  Cristal  Nixon." 

Poter  produced  a  huge,  greasy,  leathern  pocket- 
Mik,  too  dirty  to  permit  its  original  colour  to  be  vi^i- 
e.  filled  with  scrolls  of  notes,  memorials  to  counsel, 
10  Heaven  knows  what  besides.  From  amongst 
Js  precious  mass  he  culled  forth  a  pafHT,  and  placed 
in' the  hands  of  Redgsuntlet  or  Herries,  as  he  con- 
ned  to  call  him,  saying,  at  the  same  time.  "It's  a 
rmal  and  binding  warrant,  pro<recding  on  my  nfii- 
,vy  made,  that  the  said  Alan  Fnirford,  being  lawfully 
ftagped  in  my  service,  had  slipiN'd  the  tether  and  ficti 
ar  the  UoniiT.  and  was  now  lurking  there  and  thcn*- 
outa,  tududi*  and  evite  the  discharge  of  h\»  bounden 
itv  to  me:  and  therefore  granting  warrant  to  con- 
iblee  and  othen*,  to  seek  for,  take,  and  apprehend 
m^  that  he  may  be  brought  before  the  Honourable 
Btioe  Foxl  y  for  examination,  and,  if  necessary,  for 
nmitment  Now,  though  a'  this  be  fairly  set  down 
I  lell  ye^  yet  where  am  i  to  gat  an  ofilcer  to  execute 


^t'/^j" 


this  warrant  in  sic  a  country  as  this,  wliere  awordi 
and  pistols  flee  out  at  a  word's  speaking,  and  folk 
care  as  little  fur  tlie  peace  of  King  George,  as  the 
pence  of  Auld  King  Coul?— There  s  that  drunken 
skipper,  and  that  wet  Quaker,  enticed  noe  into  the 
public  this  morning,  and  because  I  wadna  gie  them  as 
much  brnndv  as  wad  have  made  thrm  bimd-drunk, 
they  baith  fill  on  me,  and  were  in  the  way  of  guiding 
me  verv  ill.'* 

While  Peter  went  on  in  this  manner,  Redgauntlet 
glanced  his  eye  over  the  warrant,  and  immediately 
saw  that  it  must  be  a  trick  passed  by  Nicholas  Fag- 
got, to  cheat  the  poor  insane  wretch  out  of  his  sohtary 
EuinoA.  But  the  Justice  had  actually  subscribed  it,  as 
e  did  whatever  his  clerk  presented  to  him,  and  Red* 
gauntlet  resolved  to  use  it  for  his  own  purposes. 

Without  making  any  direct  answer,  therefore,  to 
Peter  Peebles,  he  walked  up  gravely  to  Fairford,  who 
had  waitttl  quietly  for  the  termination  of  a  scene,  in 
which  he  was  not  a  little  suiprised  to  find  his  client, 
Mr.  Peebles,  a  conspicuous  actor. 

'*  Mr.  Fairford,"  said  Redgauntlet,  "  there  are  many 
reosons  which  might  induce  me  to  comoly  with  the 
request,  or  rather  the  iniuniiions,  of  the  excellent 
Father  Buonaventure,  that  I  should  communicate 
with  you  upon  the  present  condition  of  my  ward, 
whom  you  know  uraer  the  name  of  Darsie  Latimer; 
but  no  man  is  better  aware  than  you  that  tho  law 
must  be  obeyed,  even  in  coatradiriion  to  our  own  feel- 
ings ;  now,  this  poor  man  Las  obtained  a  warrant  for 
carrj'ing  you  before  a  magistrate,  and,  I  am  afraid, 
there  is  a  necessity  of  your  vielding  to  it,  although  to 
the  postponement  of  the  business  which  you  may 
have  with  me." 
"A  warrant  against  me!"  said  Alan,  indignantly; 
and  at  that  i)oor  miserable  wretch's  instance 7— 
,  this  is  a  trick,  a  mere  and  most  palpable  irick  V* 
t  may  be  so,"  replied  Redgauntlet,  with  great 
equanimity;  "doubtless  you  kmiw  best;  only  the 
writ  appears  regular,  and  with  that  respect  for  the 
law  which  has  been,"  he  said,  with  h>i)ocritical  for- 
mality, "a  leading  feature  of  my  character  through 
life,  I  cannot  dispense  with  givins  my  poor  aid  to  the 
support  of  a  legal  warrant.  Look  at  it  yourseii;  and 
be  satisfied  it  is  no  trick  of  mine." 

Fairford  ran  over  the  affidavit  and  the  warrant, 
and  then  exclaimed  once  more,  that  it  was  an  im- 
pudent imposition,  and  that  he  would  hold  those 
who  acted  upon  such  a  warrant  liable  in  the  highest 
damages.  I  cuess  at  your  motive,  Mr.  Reduaunt- 
let,"  he  said,  for  acquiescing  in  so  ridiculous  a 
proceeding.  But  be  assured  you  will  find  that,  m 
this  countr>',  one  srt  of  illegal  violence  will  not  be 
covered  or  atoned  for  by  practising  another.  You 
cannot,  as  a  man  of  sense  and  honour,  pretend  to 
say  you  regard  this  as  a  Ic^al  warrant." 

^'1  am  no  lawyer,  sir,"  said  Redgauntlet;  "and 
pretend  not  to  know  what  is  or  is  not  law— the  war- 
rant is  quite  formal,  and  that  ia  enough  for  me." 

"Did  ever  any  one  hear,"  aakl  Fairford,  "of  an 
odvocate  beine  coniiwlled  to  return  to  his  task,  like  a 
collier  or  a  salter*  who  has  deserted  his  master  ?" 

"I  see  no  reason  why  he  should  not,"  said  Red- 
gauntlet, dryly,  "unless  on  the  ground  that  the  ser- 
vices of  the  lawyer  are  the  most  expensive  and  least 
useful  of  the  two."  ^„  .  -    , 

"  You  cannot  mean  this  in  earnest,"  saidFsirford. 
"you  cannot  really  mean  to  avail  voursclf  of  so  poor 
a  contrivance,  to  evade  the  word  pleilped  by  your 
friend,  your  ghostlv  father,  in  my  behalf.  I  may  have 
been  a  fool  for  trusting  it  too  easily,  bit  think  what 
you  must  be  if  you  can  abuse  my  confidence  in  this 

•  TlM  pcrM>nt  enf^rtA  in  them  ocriipaticHii  weni  at  ihii  tlimi 
biiodiiinen  ;  uid  in  raiw  tlwy  Ml  Um*  tround  of  (he  fiinn  to 
which  thtff  b4*lonct>d,  ami  a*  i^rtoiiiiur  lo  which  tlioir  fcrvieaa 
w«re  buuelii  or  aold,  Micy  wrre  hable  to  he  bmuglit  bark  bf  a 
Hummarr  iiroccM.  Tiu>  cxintimce  tt(  iU'w  «ifric«  of  »l«Tnrf  b»- 
ini  thuuiriit  irrKTonnlMbl*'  with  the  Mpirit  uf  liberty,  rulhon  tiwt 
■altim  Wfim  doclarvd  (nn',  and  imt  u|)on  the  iwniu  fiHilioi  wilb 
olhrr  Mr\-an(«.  by  tlie  Ant  IS  Cihi.  III.  eiiaiilnr  88th.  TlMjr 
were  to  far  fVom  dcairinx  (ir  prixinr  tlm  Itlcasing  ciHiferrcd  on 
them,  that  tlK>y  (Mttwmfd  the  interont  laki-n  in  tlwir  froedoM 
to  bit  a  mere  decree  on  tUn  iwrt  of  tlie  pro|trieton  to  fet  rid  of 
what  they  railed  bend  and  hannld  money,  iioirablo  to  Iwm 
when  a  female  of  ilteir  iiumbi>f ,  by  bitannff  a  child,  matfa  M 
•ddilioB  lu  tlis  livo  atoek  of  Uwir  nMalKr's  piORorgr. 
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manner.    I  enrrrnt  yon  to  reflect  thnt  thin  u^aap  rp- 1  proarhin;;  the  Quaker,  who  with  lifted  bands  nd 
Xfjifi^  iii<>  from  nil  pfomimM  of  .secrtfv  or  coiinivnnre  j  <  vf^f*,  hid  [if\\rU\  the  wi-ne  of  Tioieiice,  "I  iibalt  tdt 


at  what  I  mil  apt  Ut  think  are  very  ilan;;>.ruu9  prac-  .  thi:  i!l»i;riy 
tice«.  anfl  llj.it" 


HTH'iH  thi^  for  A  breach  of  rik;  retoe. 

i  alii>'^«ihtff  iinU'iinrng  thy  pretcmi^d  principk^'r  ina 

Hark  V:-.   Mr.  Kairforii,"  !*niii  R/Ni;2:annrl':i;  "I    I  \h  hrvc  it  wil!  an  hard  wiih  thee  both  in  a  Court tf 


mnsl  h^rr;  Hiti?rrji)r  you  lnryoiir  i>wn  fake.  Ori"  wnni  '  Jur^'-.r.^  unl  yinonjj  thin*-  own  Society  o(  Fri»-ndi,  t. 
oi'  b-'trnyiriir  wi-'it  \'«ki  may  huvp  eo*n.  or  what  you  rhfv  mil  ll)•'^u^.lvL^  who  will  be  but  indiiTimntly 
may  hnvc  ftiis"  "^-'-t' -indyoursC'^luifio;!  iniiketohnve  pleursrii  lo  mi>  thn  quiet  li.-n'.ir  of  their  bypocrt^iB- 
titri  T  n  Vf-ry  (!i«<i:iiit  or  a  vi.'r\-  bri'.-f  h-rrnination  ;  in  ,  Kultf.l  hv  siirh  viulcnl  ppx'tttjin^a/* 
c:thcr  r:i«*^  a  ino«t  uniii-^irableon-'.  At  prpiHrnt,  ytiu  ;  "  IviM*  iit!"  8iid  Joshua;  "/do  aua^t  unbeeooi- 
an*  Riin-  of  b-.>iri^  ar  lJ>erty  in  a  very  few  days— per-  '  ins:  the  iinni'iplc'^  of  the  Frif^nd;'!  I  defy  then,  man, 
h:i:)i*  rnurh  so.»ner.''  '  and  I  rnariA'  thee,  a»  a  Christian,  to  forbear  vexing 

"Ami  my  frii^ml/'  9^v\  Alan  Fairfonl,  "for  whoiie    my  ?uu!  with  ;  uch  chars;e«:  it  is  grievous enoucfa  to 
sak^j  I  havr*  run  myvT'If  into  thii*  daii:;i'r,  wlint  is  to    nie  lo  have  ectn  violences  which  1  was  unsbif  to 
bo^omi!  of  hini  ?— Dark  and  dnns;<  rouH  man  I"  he 
i.'X';!niin"^i,  nii.^n:;  h.s  voice.  "I  %v;ll  not  be  a;t3in 
cai'ilri  by  det'fitfiil  proiiiidCf*'" 


prviiif. 

"  Oh,  Jdf^iina,  Joshua !"  said  RL-dgauntlet  with  t 
sardonir  Piiiiir;   "thou  iic;ht  of  the  faithful  in  the 


*'I  trii-e  you  my  honour  that  your  friend  i«  well,"  i  tnwn  of  Duiiifrios  and  the  places  adjacent,  wilttbou 
t'  rruptf^l  Ki^i4Hll^tleI ;  "  pi*rhaps  1  may  iH^rmit  you  '  thiiH  fail  awny  fn>m  the  tniih  7    Hast  thou  not  bcfon 


to  itoff  him,  if  you  will  but  submit  with  patieni:e  to  a    un  all,  atteinpt'.-d  to  rescue  a  man  from  the  \  

fate  whiiTh  i»  in«vii-i!>l>^/'  of  law  7    Did:«t  thou  not  encounu^e  that  drunken 

But  Alan  Fairford,  considerinfl^  his  confidenre  as  fallow  to  draw  his  wva^n— and  didst  thou  not  thyrlf 
haviiii;  been  abus'-d,  tiri>t  by  Maxwell,  and  next  by  rtiNjrish  thy  nidijel  in  tne cause?  Think'st  ibouthal 
the  Prie:r-t,  raiSH.1  his  voice,  and  apiK'uled  to  all  the ;  theoathHol  the  injured  Peter  Petbles,  and  theooo- 
King's  iie^f^s  within  heann:{.  azainst  the  vioicnee  st'ientious  Cnntal  Nixon,  l>esides  those  of  such  gen- 
witli  whiiMi  hp  was  thnratcned.  1I«?  wai*  imttantly  .  (leiufii  a:*  lixtk  on  this  i«tranKe  s^.'ene,  who  not  ooly 
seizefJ  on  by  Nixon  and  two  assir'aiits,  who  lioldinicj  put  on  swenrinq;  as  a  fcarinent,  but  to  whom  i 
down  hifl  arms,  and  endeavouring  to  slop  his  mouth,  :  C^ustom-HouMi  matters  oaths  are  literally  meat  ai 


wpre  abtjui  to  hurry  him  away." 

The  honeat  Quaker,  who  had  kept  out  of  Red- 
gnuntl*-t's  prest-'nco.  now  came  buldly  for\%'ard. 

"  Fhi'nd,"  ^aiil  he,  "thou  doM  more  than  thou 
canpt  answer.  Thou  knowest  me  well,  and  thou 
an  awap!,  that  in  me  thou  hast  a  deeply  injured 
nei£;hbiiur,  who  was  dwelling  beside  thee  m  the 
hon(f«tv  and  simplicity  uf  his  heart.*' 

*'Tu:«h,  Jonathan,'^  said  lled^auntlet ;  "talk  not 
to  me,  man ;  it  is  neither  the  craft  of  a  yoiins  lawyer, 
nor  the  simplicity  of  an  old  hypocrite,  can  drive  mo 
from  my  purpose." 

**  By  my  faith."  said  the  Captain,  coming  forward 
in  his  turn,  *'tnis  is  hardly  fair,  (vfneral;  and  I 
doubt,"  he  added,  "  whether  the  will  of  my  owners 
can  make  me  a  party  to  such  procewiings.— Nay, 
never  fumble  with  your  sword-hilt,  but  out  with  it 
like  a  man,  if  you  are  for  a  tdting."— He  unsheaihi'd 
his  haniTttr,  and  continued. — "I  will  neither  soe  my 
comnide  Fairford,  nor  the  old  Quaker  abubed.  D— n 
nil  ^-arninis,  fal.se  or  true— curse  the  justice— con- 
found the  constable !— and  here  stands  little  Nanty 
Kwart  tn  make  g(Kxl  what  he  says  against  gentle 
and  simple,  in  spite  of  horse-shoo  or  horseradish 
cither." 


drink, 


ink,— dost  thou  nut  think.  I  say,  that  ttiese  mco'i 
ths  will  go  iiirther  than  toy  Via  and  >'ay  in  diif 


"AOii 


matTcr  I 

"I  will  swear  to  any  ihino,"  said  Pete 
fair  when  it  comes  to  an  oath  ad  litem.^* 

"  Vou  do  me  foul  wrong,"  said  the  Qjiaker  omfii- 
mayed  by  the  general  laugh.  "I  encouraged  bo 
drav\ing  of  wi-apons,  though  I  attempted  to  moyeia 
unjust  man  hy  Mome  use  of  argument— I  brandidMd 
no  cud:;e|,  although  it  may  be  that  the  ancient  Adam 
St  niggled  within  me,  and  caused  my  hand  to  grup 
mint'  oaken  Hiaff  firmer  than  usual,  when  I  stir 
inni >oencx^  borne  down  with  violence.— Bui  why  talk  I 
what  is  tnie  and  just  to  thee,  who  hast  been  a  mu 
of  violence  from  thy  youth  upwards  7  Let  me  ratlKT 
speak  to  thee  such  language  as  thou  canst  compre- 
hend. Deliv<*r  these  young  men  up  to  i»t\"  he  said, 
when  lii^  had  le<l  Redgauntlet  a  little  apart  from  the 
crowd,  "and  I  will  not  onlv  free  thee  from  the  heavy 
charge  of  damages  which  thou  hast  incum>d  by  tliiae 
■  outrage  upon  my  proiHTiv,  but  I  will  add  random  £of 
'  them  and  for  mysL'If.  What  would  itprulit  thee  to 
do  tbi>  youths  wrong,  hv  detaining  iliem  in  captivityT 
Mr.  GiHldes,"  said  Redgauiitlet  in  a  tone  mofe 


respectful  than  he  had  hitherto  used  to  the  QuakA 
I-  i  "your  language  is  disinterested,  and  I  nMMct  thi 


The  cry  of  "Down  with  all  warrants!"  was  popu-  j  "vour  language  is  itisinterested,  and  I  T&ffMA  I 

lar  in  the  ears  of  the  militia  of  tho  inn,  and  Nanty  :  fidelityof  your  friend nhip.  Perhaps  we  have  mistaken 

Kwart  was  no  less  so.    Fishers,  ostlers,  seamen,    each  other  s  principles  and  motives ;  but  if  so,  W 


smiizglcrs,  b*>gan  to  cnjwd  to  thesnpL  Crarken thorp 
endeavoured  in  vain  to  metjiate.  The  attendants  of 
Kedgaiintlel  began  to  handle  their  firearm.* ;  but  their 
mnsiiT  shoiite'l  to  thoni  to  f jrbear,' and,  unshrathiim 
his  sword  as  quirk  as  lightning,  he  nisfied  on  Kwart 
in  thf»  midst  of  his  brnvadc,  and  struck  his  weapon 
from  his  hand  with  such  address  and  force,  that  it 
Hew  iUtlh:  yards  from  him.  Closing  with  him  at  the 
same  moment,  he  gave  liim  a  severe  fall,  and  waved 
his  sword  over  his  head,  to  show  he  was  absolutely 
at  bis  mercy. 

"There,  you  drunken  vaq^abond,"  he  said.  "I'give 
vou  your  life— vou  an.'  no  bad  fellow,  if  vou  could 
keep  from  brawUng  among  yoiu'  friends.— But  we  all 
know  Xonty  Kwart,"  he  said  to  the  crrjwd  around, 
with  a  forgiving  laugh,  which,  joined  to  the  awe  his 
prowc'^s  had  inspired,  entirely  cjntirniod  their  waver- 
ing allegiance. 

They  shouted  "TIw  Laird  for  ever!"  while  poor 
Kanty,  rising  from  the  earth,  on  whrisf'  lap  he  had 
ni*en  strciHij  1  so  rudely,  w^?nt  in  quest  of  his  hanger, 
l.dcd  it,  wijjed  it,  and,  as  he  returne«l  the  weapon  to 
the  scabbard,  muttensd  betwi^'u  his  teeth.  "It  is  tnm 
Ihev  say  of  him,  and  the  devil  will  stand  his  friend 
till  his  hour  come :  I  will  cross  him  no  more." 

So  saying  he  slunk  from  the  crowd,  cowed  and 
dlshaartened  by  his  defeat. 

"For  you  Joshua  Geddes,"  said  Redgauntleti  ap- 


have  not  at  pn^sent  time  for  explanation.  Mike 
yoiirstilf  easy.  I  hope  to  raise  your  friend  Darsie  Lati- 
mer to  a  pitch  of  eminence  which  you  will  wiloeii 
with  pleasure ;— nay,  lio  not  attempt  to  onswer  lae. 
The  other  y<»ung  man  shall  suffer  restraint  a  few  dayii 

Krobably  only  a  few  hours,— it  is  not  more  than  duefbr 
is  pragmatical  interference  in  what  concerned  bid 
not.  Do  you,  Mr.  Geddes,  be  so  prudent  as  to  take  your 
horse  and  leave  this  place,  which  is  gruwina  eniT 
moment  more  Mntit  for  the  abode  of  a  man  oT peace. 
Vou  may  wail  the  event  in  safety  at  Mount  SlianHi." 
"  Friend,"  replied  Joshua,  "  I  cannot  comply  with 
thy  advice:  I  will  remain  here  even  as  thy  pnsoner, 
as  thou  didst  but  now  threaten,  rather  than  leave  tko 
youth,  who  hath  suffered  by  and  through  me  and  my 
misfortums,  in  his  present  state  of  doubtful  safety. 
Wherefore  I  will  not  mount  my  steed  Solomon; 
neither  will  I  turn  his  head  towards  Mount  SliaiuB^ 
until  I  s<>e  an  end  of  this  matter." 

'  A  prisoner,  then,  you  must  be,"  said  Redaauntltf. 
'.  the  matter  fanuer  with 


"I  have  no  time  to  dispute  i  

you— but  U'll  me  for  what  you  fix  your  eyes  so  attco- 
tively  on  yonder  people  of  mine  ? 

"To  sneak  the  truth,"  said  the  Quaker,  "I  admire 
to  bj'bola  among  them  a  little  wretch  of  a  boy  callod 
Bcnjie,  to  whom  I  think  Satan  has  gi^en  the  power 
of  transporting  himself  wheresoever  mischief  is  going 
forward!  so  that  it  may  be  tnily  said,  there  in  no  efp 


QoarXZn.] 


REDGATJNTLCT. 


lit 


k  tlui  land  wiMMm  he  litlh  not  a  finger,  iT  not  a 
wMehand." 

Thebovi  who  saw  their  eyes  fixed  on  him  an  they 
spoke,  «t«mt  d  emharrafltit>(i,  and  rather  dcmmui*  of 
maki^c  Ilia  escape ;  but  nl  a  M^nal  fmin  RmlKnuntlei 
lwadTani-i;d,  aaauming  ibc  Hheeiiish  lo<ik  and  )nwvc 
maoBer  with  which  tlie  jackanapes  covcnxl  much 
acBieiiesff  and  rofniery. 

"How  loni;  have  you  been  with  the  party,  sirrah," 
mil  RedKauntleL 

"Since  the  raid  on  the  stako-nets,"  said  Benjie, 
vhh  his  dniffir  in  his  mouth. 

*'And  what  made  you  follow  usT* 

"I  daiiredna  stay  at  hame  for  the  constables,"  re- 
plied the  boy. 

**  And  what  have  you  been  doinc  all  this  time?" 

**DoinK,  sir?—!  dinna  ken  what  ye  ca'  doin^— I 
hive  been  doing  naethin?,"  said  Bcujie ;  then  seeing 
fomethinic  in  Redffauiitlct's  eye  which  was  not  to  bo 
trifled  with,  he  added.  "Naethiiig  but  waiting  on 
Miistcr  Crifttal  Nixoil"  * 

"  Hum  J — ay — indeed  7"  muttered  Rodpauntlet. 
"Mast  MR9t«.*r  Nixon  bring  hia  own  retinue  into  the 
MdT— This  must  be  seen  lo." 

He  was  about  to  pursue  his  inquiry,  when  Nixon 
himself  came  to  him  with  looks  of  anxious  hante. 
"The  Father  is  come,"  he  whispered  and  the  gtrntle- 
moi  are  |»iting  logetht* r  in  the  largcftt  room  of  die 
bouse,  and  they  desire  to  see  you.  Vonder  is  your 
DCDhew.  loo,  making  a  noise  like  a  man  in  Bt^lam." 
1  will  Ujok  to  it  all  instantly,"  said  Redgauiitlet. 
*b  the  Path-*r  lodged  as  I  directed  7" 

Crisial  noddttl. 

*'Now.  theiL  for  the  final  trial,"  said  Redgauntlct 
Hefbldea  his  bands— lookcxl  upwards— crossed  him- 
•etf-and  after  this  act  of  devotion,  (almost  the  first 
which  auy  one  had  observed  him  make  use  oC)  he 
oomflBanded  Nixun  to  keep  good  watch— have  his 
aonea  and  men  n^adv  for  ever>'  emergence— look  after 
the  safe  custody  of  the  prisoners— but  treat  them  at 
ihe  same  time  well  and  civilly.  And  these  orders 
tifn,  he  darted  hastily  into  the  house. 


CHAPTER  XXII. 

MABKATIVE  CO^TIVUVD. 

RBMiAnrrLcr's  first  course  was  to  the  chamber  of 
his  nephew.  Hn  unlocked  the  door,  entered  the  anari- 
ihent,  and  asked  what  he  wanted,  that  he  made  so 
much  Doise. 

,'*I  want  my  liberlv,"  said  Darsie,  who  had  wrought 
■hnself  un  to  a  pitch  of  passion  in  which  his  uncle's 
wrath  had  \nat  its  trmirs.  "  I  desire  niv  liberty,  mid 
to  be  aasuretj  of  the  saftiy  of  my  beloved  friend,  Alan 
Fairford,  whuw  voice  I  heard  but  now." 

"Vour  lilierty  shall  be  your  o^'n  within  half  an  hour 
fiom  this  innod— your  fnend  shall  be  also  set  at  free- 
dom in  due  time— and  you  yourself  lie  iiermitted  to 
have  access  to  his  place  of  ronfinenu  nt." 

'*ThisdoMi  not  satisfy  me,"  said  Darsie;  "I  must 
Me  iiiy  friend  instantly ;  he  is  here,  and  he  is  hen;  en- 
duigered  on  my  attcount  only— I  have  h<  anl  violent 
exclamaiioiis— the  clash  of  swords.  Vou  will  gain  no 
point  with  mo  unless  I  have  ocular  demonstration  of 
his  safety." 

"Arthur —ilea rest  nephew,"  answered  Redgauntlct, 
"drive  me  not  madl  Thine  own  fate^thot  of  thy 
hooae— thatof  thousands— that  of  Britain  herself,  are 
at  this  moment  in  the  scales;  and  you  are  only  oeetipivd 
about  the  safety  of  a  poor  insignificant  pettifogger! 

'He  has  sustained  injury  at  your  hands^  then?" 
Mid  Darvie.  fiercely.  "I  know  he  has :  but  if  so,  not 
even  our  relationship  shall  protect  yf»u. 

**  Peace,  nnin-nteful  and  obstinate  dutl !"  said  Red- 
aaiintlet.  "  Vet  Mtay— Will  you  be  sntisfietl  if  you  sec 
tais  Alan  Fairford,  the  biindksof  bombazine— this  prtf- 
cioua  friend,  of  yours— well  and  found  ?— Will  you,  I 
My,  bo  satisfied  with  seeing  him  in  perfect  safety, 
•itiioul  aitenipling  to  iraeak  to  or  converst*  vntU 
him  7'*— Darne  in^nifk-d  his  assent.  '*Take  hold  of 
Biv  ami,  then,"  said  Redgauntlct;  "and  do  you,  niece 
|.iliaa,  lake  the  other;  aiul  beware,  Sir  Arthur,  how 
loa  Mar  yuurHiL" 


Darsis  was  oompelled  to  BcqmeMe,  aaffldently 
aware  that  his  uncle  would  pennit  him  no  inter\iew 
with  a  friend  whose  influence  wouhl  certainly  l>eu8ed 
against  his  present  earnest  wi^hes.  and  in  some  meji 
sure  contented  with  the  assurance  of  Fairl'ord's  per- 
sonal safay. 

Redgiiuntlet  led  them  through  oneortwopassa;;e8, 
(for  the  houP*\  as  yfn  have  Ix'fonc  said,  was  ver>'  irre- 
gular, and  built  at  dif)i*rent  limeti,)  until  they  entered 
iin  apartment,  where  a  man  with  shoulderr^l  carabine 
kept  watch  at  the  door,  but  readily  turned  the  key  for 
their  reception.  In  this  room  they  found  Alan  Fair* 
ford  and  the  Quaker,  apparently  in  deep  conversation 
with  each  othc-r.  They  looked  up  us  lletlgountlet  and 
his  party  entered ;  and  .\lan  pulled  oft'  his  hat  and 
made  a  profound  reverence,  which  the  young  lady, 
who  recogniseii  him,— though,  maski*d  as  she  visa,  he 
could  not  know  her,— relumed  with  some  embarrass- 
ment, arising  probably  from  the  recollection  of  the 
bold  step  she  had  taken  in  visiting  him. 

Darsio  longed  to  speak,  but  dared  not  His  uncle 
only  said,  "  Cientlemen,  I  know  you  are  as  anxiouson 
Mr.  Darsie  Latimer's  account  as  he  is  upon  yours.  I 
am  commissione<l  by  him  to  inform  you,  that  he  is  aa 
well  as  you  nre— I  trust  you  will  all  meet  soon.  Mean 
time,  although  I  cannot  suffer  you  to  be  at  large,  you 
shall  be  as  well  treated  as  is  possible  under  your  tem- 
pornry  confinement." 

He  pnsded  (m,  without  pausing  to  hear  the  answera 
which  the  lawyer  and  the  Quaker  were  hastening  to 
prefer ;  and  only  waving  his  bund  by  way  of  adieu, 
made  his  exit,  with  the  real  and  the  seeming  lady 
whom  he  had  under  his  charge,  through  a  door  at  the 
upper  end  of  the  apartment,  which  was  fastened  and 
guardwl  like  that  by  which  they  entertd. 

Redgauniifl  next  led  the  wny  into  a  very  small 
room;  adjoining  which,  biitdividi>d  by  a  parr i lion,  waa 
one  of  appartntly  larger  dimensions;  for  iliey  heard 
the  tnimpiinu  of  the  heavy  lioots  of  the  period,  as  if 
several  jhtsous  were  walking  to  and  fro,  and  con- 
verging  in  low  and  anxious  \i-liitipers. 

'*  Here,"  said  Redgauntlct  to  his  nephew,  as  he  dis- 
encumbered iiim  from  the  riding-skirt  and  the  mask, 
"  1  rejiton*  you  to  yourself,  and  trust  you  will  lay  a^ido 
all  etFeininato  thoughts  with  this  feminine  dress.  Do 
not  blush  ut  having  worn  a  dixguise  to  which  kings 
and  henx-s  have  been  reduced.  It  is  when  female 
craft  or  female  cowardice  find  ilieir  woy  into  a  manly 
bosom,  that  he  who  entertains  these  Pi.ntimcnts  should 
take  eternal  shame  to  himself  for  thus  having  n.>sem- 
bl«l  womankind.  Follow  nic,  while  Lilias  nnuiins 
herf*.  I  will  introduce  you  to  thorn!  whom  I  hope  to 
cx<)e  associatul  with  y<iu  in  the  most  glorious  cauaa 
that  hand  e\-C'r  drew  sword  in." 

Darsie  paused.  **  UncU*,"  he  said^  "  my  person  is  in 
your  hands;  but  reniemher,  mv  will  is  my  own.  I 
will  not  be  liurriixi  into  any  resolution  of  importance. 
Remembi-rwhnt  I  have  alre:idypaid — what  I  nowro- 
(K>at— that  I  will  take  no  step  of  importance  but  upon 
conviction." 

"  But  canst  thou  Ic  convinced,  thou  foolish  boy, 
without  hearing  and  undcrstuiiding  the  grounds  on 
which  we  act?" 

So  saying,  he  ttmk  Darsie  by  the  arm,  and  walked 
wiih  him  to  the  next  room— a  lar^o  apartment,  partly 
tilled  with  miscelluni-ous  articles  of  c< mi merce,chiefiy 
connect«^l  with  coutrabiiud  trade;  where,  among  bales 
and  barrels,  sat,  or  walked  to  and  fro,  severol  gentle- 
men, whose  manners  and  looks  setrmud  superior  U3  the 
plnin  riding-dn  ss* s  which  they  wore. 

Thttre  was  a  crave  and  stern  anxiety  upon  their 
countenances,  when,  on  Ri-d^taunt let's  eiitronce,  they 
drew  from  their  separate  rttterleH  into  one  gnuip  around 
him,  and  saluted  liiin  with  a  formality,  which  had 
something  in  it  of  ominous  melancholy.  As  Dnrsie 
looked  an>iind  the  circle,  he  thought  he  could  diiKTcm 
in  il  fi'W  traces  of  that  adventumus  htipc  which  urgea 
men  upon  dcs|NTate  entcriJriHes ;  and  l)egan  to  Ivlieve 
that  the  conspiracy  would  dis^o1vcof  itKlf  wiihont 
the  necessity  of  his  placing  hunself  in  din.-ct  opposition 
to  so  violent  a  character  as  his  uncle,  and  mcuniniC 
the  hazard  with  which  such  opposition  must  needa  bs 
attended. 
Mr.  Redgauntlct,  however,  did  not,  or  would  nau 
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■ee  any  sturh  iniiTkB  of  deprcMion  of  spirit  amonxst 
hiR  coadjutum,  but  mrt  (nem  with  cheerful  countcv 
nance,  and  a  warm  greeting  of  wftlcoine.  _  "  Happy 
to  meet  you  here,  my  lord,  he  said,  bowing  low  to 
a  slender  younR  man.    "I  trust  you  come  with  the 

{)Iedcrs  of  your  noble  father,  of  B .  and  all  that 
oyal  housie.— Sir  Richard,  what  news  in  the  west  ?  I 
am  u>ld  you  had  two  hundred  men  on  foot  to  have 
joined  when  the  fatal  retreat  from  Derby  was  com- 
menced. When  the  While  Standard  is  again  dia- 
"ilayed,  it  shall  not  he  turned  back  so  easily,  either  by 
the  forc(>  of  its  enemies,  or  the  falsehood  of  its 
friend.««.— Doctor  Onmiball,  I  bow  to  the  representa- 
tive of  Oxford,  the  mother  of  learning  and  foyalty.— 
Pengwinion,  vou  Cornishchough,  has  this  good  wind 
blown  you  North?— Ay,  my  brave  Cnmbro-Bhtona, 
when  was  Wales  last  in  the  rare  of  honour !" 

Such  and  such-like  compliments  he  dealt  around, 
which  were  in  general  answered  by  silent  bows;  hut 
when  he  saluted  one  of  his  own  countrymen  by  the 
name  of  MacKellar,  and  greeted  Maxwell  of  Sum- 
mertrees  by  that  of  Patc-m-Peril,  the  latter  replied^ 
•'  that  if  Pale  were  not  a  fool,  he  would  be  Pate-in- 
Safetv ;"  and  the  former,  a  thin  old  gentleman,  in 
tarnislied  embroidery,  said  bluntly,  **  Ay,  troth.  Red- 
gauntlet,  I  arn  here  just  like  yourself;  1  have  little  to 
lose— they  that  took  my  land  the  last  time,  may  take 
mylife  this:  and  that  is  all  I  care  about  i:.'' 

The  English  gentlemen,  who  were  still  in  posses- 
sion of  their  paternal  estates,  looked  doubtfully  on 
each  other,  and  there  was  something  whispered 
among  them  of  the  fox  which  had  lost  his  toil. 

Redgauntlet  hastened  to  address  them.  *'  I  think, 
my  lords  and  gentlemen,"  ho  said,  "  that  I  can  ac- 
count for  something  like  sailness  which  has  crept 
upon  an  assembly  gathered  together  for  so  noble  a 
purpose.  Our  numbers  seem,  when  thus  assembled, 
too  small  and  inconsiderable  to  shake  the  firm-seated 
usurpation  of  a  half  ceniuir.  Rut  do  not  count  us  by 
what  we  are  in  ibewe  ana  muscle,  but  by  what  our 
summons  can  do  among  our  countr>'men.  In  this 
small  party  are  those  who  have  power  to  raise  ba4ta- 
Ik>n8,  and  those  who  have  wealth  to  pay  them.  And 
do  not  believe  our  friends  who  are  absent  arc  cpid  or 
indifferent  to  the  cause.  Let  us  once  light  the  signal, 
and  it  will  be  hailed  by  all  who  retam  love  for  the 
Stewart,  and  by  all— a  more  numerous  bf/dy— who 
hate  the  Elector.    Here  I  have  letters  from" 

Sir  Richard  Glendale  interrupted  the  speaker. 
"We  all  confide,  Redgauntlet,  in  your  valour  and 
skill— we  admire  your  perseverance;  and  probably 
nothing  short  of  your  strenuous  exertions,  and  the 
emulation  awakened  by  your  noble  and  dibinierested 
conduct,  could  have  brought  so  many  of  us,  the  scat- 
tered remnant  of  a  disheartened  partv,  to  meet  toge- 
ther once  again  in  solemn  consultation :— for  I  take 
it,  gentleman,"  he  said,  looking  round,  '^  this  is  only 
a  consultation." 

"Noihir'«c  more,"  said  the  young  lord. 

"Nothing  more,"  said  Doctor  Urumball,  shaking 
his  large  academical  peruke. 

And  "Only  a  consultation,"  was  echoed  by  the 
others. 

Redgauntlet  bit  his  lip.  "  I  had  hopes,"  he  said, 
"that  the  discourses  I  have  held  with  the  most  of 
you,  from  time  to  time,  had  ripened  into  more  matu- 
rity than  your  words  imply,  and  that  we  were  here  to 
execute  as  well  as  to  deliberate ;  and  for  this  we  stand 
prepared.  I  can  raise  five  hundrod  men  with  my 
whistle." 

"  Five  hundred  men!"  saidoneof  the  Welsh  SQuires, 
"  Cot  bless  us !  and,  pray  you,  what  cood  could  five 
hundred  men  do?" 

".Ill  that  the  priming  does  for  the  cannon,  Mr. 
Meredith,"  answered  Redgauntlet;  "it  will  enable  us 
to  seize  Carlisle,  and  you  know  what  our  friends 
have  engasn^l  for  in  that  case." 

"  Ves— iTut,"  said  the  young  nobleman,  "  you  must 
not  hurry  us  on  too  fast,  Mr.  Redgauntlet :  we  are  all, 
1 1/elieve,  as  sincere  and  truehearted  in  this  business 
as  vou  are,  but  we  will  not  be  driven  forward  blind- 
fold. We  owe  caution  to  ourselves  and  our  families, 
as  well  as  to  thoee  whom  we  arc  empowered  to  ra- 
lireaant  on  thia  occaaioit.' ' 


"  Who  hurries  you  my  lord  7  Who  is  it  that  i 

drive  this  meeting  forward  blindfold  ?  I  do  not  nndcT' 
stand  your  lordship,"  said  Redgauntlet. 

*'Nay,"  said  Sir  Richard  Glendale,  **  at  least  do 
not  let  us  fall  under  our  old  repri»nch  of  disagreeing 
among  ourselves.  What  my  lord  means,  Redgaunt- 
let, is,  that  we  have  this  iiiomiag  heard  it  is  bncer- 
tain  whether  you  could  even  bring  that  body  of  men 
whom  you  count  upon ;  your  countr>'man,  Mr.  Mac- 
Kellar, sremed,  just  before  you  catiie  in,  to  doubt 
whether  your  people  would  rise  in  any  force,  unless 
you  rould  produce  the  authority  of  your  nephew." 

"I  might  ask,"  said  Redgauntlet,  "what  right 
MacKellar,  or  any  one,  has  to  doubt  my  being  able  to 
accomplish  what  I  stand  pledged  for?— Butourhcfwt 
consist  in  our  unity.— Here  stands  my  nephew.— Geo- 
rlenien,  I  prt>sent  to  vou  my  kinsman.  Sir  Arthur 
Darsie  Redgauntlet  of^that  Ilk." 

"(ventlemen,"  said  Darsie,  with  a  throbbing  bo- 
som, for  he  felt  the  crisis  a  very  painful  one,  "  Alloir 
me  to  say,  that  I  suspend  expressing  my  sentiments 
on  the  important  subject  under  discussion,  until  I 
have  heard  those  of  the  present  meeting." 

"Proeted  in  your  deliberations,  ceiirlemen,"  mii 
Redgauntlet;  "1  will  show  my  nepfiew  such  reaBom 
for  acquiescing  in  the  result,  as  will  entirely  remove 
any  scruples  which  may  hang  around  his  mmd." 

Dr.  Grumball  now  coughed,  "  shook  his  ambroni 
cuHs."  and  addressed  the  assembly. 

"  The  principles  of  Oxford,"  he  said,  "are  well  no- 
derstood,  since  she  was  the  last  to  resign  herself  to 
the  Arch-Usurper- since  she  has  condemned,  bv  her 
soven>i{?n  authority,  the  blasphemous,  stheisticsL  and 
anarchial  tenets  of  Locke,  and  other  deluders  of  thi 
public  mind.  Oxford  will  give  men,  money,  andcooD- 
tenaiice,  to  the  cause  of  the  rightful  monarch.  Bot 
we  been  often  dc-luded  by  foreign  powers,  who  hvn 
availed  themselves  of  our  zeal  to  stir  up  civil  di»e&- 
sions  in  Rritain,  not  for  the  advantage  of  our  blessed 
though  banished  monarch,  but  to  engender  distuib- 
ances  by  which  they  might  profit,  while  we,  tbnr 
tools,  are  si.re  to  be  rained.  OxfoixJ,  therefore,  wiD 
not  rise,  unless  our  Sovereign  comes  in  person  to 
claim  our  allegiance,  in  which  case,  God  forbid  we 
should  refuse  him  our  best  obedience." 

"  It  is  a  wry  cood  advice,"  aaid  Mr.  Meredith. 

"In  troth,'*^  said  Sir  Richard  Glendale,  "it  is  the 
very  keystone  of  our  enterprise,  and  the  only  cowfi- 
lion  upon  which  I  myself  and  others  could  ever  hive 
dreamt  of  taking  np  arms.  No  insurrection  which 
has  not  Charies  F^dward  himself  at  its  head,  wiH 
ever  last  looser  than  till  a  single  foot-compioy  of 
redcoats  inarch  to  disperse  it." 

"This  is  my  own  opinion,  and  that  of  all  my 
family,"  said  the  young  nobleman  alread][  moi- 
tioned  ;  "  and  I  own  I  am  aomewhat  surpnaed  at 
being  summoned  to  attend  a  dangerous  rendexrooi 
auch  as  this,  l>efore  something  certain  could  hivo 
been  stated  to  us  on  this  most  important  pretiminiTy 
point." 

"  Pardon  me,  my  lord,"  sakl  Redgauntlet ;  "I  htfs 
not  been  so  unjust  cither  to  myself  or  my  friendr-I 
had  no  means  of  communicating  to  our  distant  con- 
federates (without  the  greatest  risk  of  diacovor) 
what  is  known  to  some  of  my  honourable  friends. 
As  courageous,  and  as  resolved,  as  when,  twenty 
years  since,  he  threw  himself  into  the  wilds  of  Moi- 
dart,  Charles  Edward  has  instantly  complied  with 
the  wishes  of  his  faithful  subjects.  Charles  Edward 
is  in  this  count r>'— Charles  Edward  is  in  thia  house! 
—Charles  Edward  waits  but  your  present  decision,  to 
receive  the  homage  of  those  who  have  ever  called 
themselves  his  loyal  liegemen.  He  that  would  now 
turn  his  coat,  and  change  hia  note,  must  do  so  anier 
the  eye  of  his  sovereign. 

There  was  a  deep  pause.  Those  among  the  con- 
spirators whom  mere  habit,  or  a  desire  of  preservioc 
consistency,  had  engaged  in  the  affair,  now  saw  with 
terror  their  retreat  cut  ofl';  and  others,  who  at  a  dis- 
tance had  rt'ganled  the  proposed  enterprise  aa  hope- 
ful, trembled  when  the  moment  of  actually  embarii- 
ing  in  it  was  thus  unexpectedly  and  almoat  inevitab^ 
precipitated. 

"How  now,  my  lords  and  gentlemen  V  taid  Red 
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putlet;   "Is  it  delight  and  rapture  thnt  keep  you 

iwa  lilent  ?  where  are  the  ea^er   welcomi'S  that 

iboold  he  paid  to  your  rightful  King,  who  a  second 

liiBe  confides  his  person  ro  the  care  of  hia  subjects, 

imdetarrod  by  the  hairbreadth  escapes  and  severe 

pnvaoons  of  his  former  expedition  ?    I  hope  there  is 

oofeatleman  here  that  is  not  ready  to  redeem,  in  his 
fviooe's  presence,  the  pledge  of  fidelity  which  he  ofTcr- 
d  ID  hit  absence  T' 

"I  at  least,"  said  the  young  nobleman,  resolutely, 
aid  laying  his  hand  on  his  sword,  "will  not  be  that 
eowar  {,  If  Charles  is  come  to  these  shores,  I  will 
be  the  first  to  give  him  welcome,  and  to  devote  my 
life  and  fortune  to  his  service." 

"BfJore  Cot,"  said  Mr.  Meredith.  "I  do  not  see 
dut  Mr.  Redcantlet  has  left  us  any  thing  else  to  do." 

"Stny,"  said  SummerlreesL  there  is  yet  one 
other  question.  Has  he  brouKnt  any  of  those  Irish 
ranMrees  with  him,  who  broke  the  neck  of  our  last 
i^rious  affair  ?" 

"Not  a  man  of  them,"  said  Redgaunilet. 

**l  trust,"  said  Dr.  Gruniball,  "that  there  are  no 
Catholic  priests  in  hia  company  ?  1  would  not  intrude 
on  the  private  conscience  of  my  Sovereign,  but,  as 
an  unworthy  son  of  the  Church  of  England,  it  is  my 
duty  to  consider  her  security." 

"Aot  a  Popish  dog  or  cat  is  there,  to  bark  or  mew 
about  his Maicstv,"  said  Re<igauntlet.  "Old  Shaftes- 
boty  himseircould  not  wish  a  princess  person  more 
aeeure  from  Popery—which  may  not  be  the  worst 
iriigion  in  the  world,  notwithstanding.— Any  more 
tlounts,  gentlemen?  can  no  more  plausible  reasons 
be  discovered  for  postponing  the  payment  of  our  duty, 
aoddischarKeof  our  oaths  and  engagements?  Mean 
tiow  your  King  waits  your  declaration— by  my  faith 
be  hath  but  a  frozen  reception !" 

"Redgauntlet,"  said  Sir  Richard  Glendale,  calmly, 
*vour  reproaches  shall  not  goad  me  into  any  thing 
ff  which  my  reason  disapproves.  That  I  respect 
■y  engagement  as  much  as  you  do,  is  evident,  smce 
I  am  here,  ready  to  support  it  with  the  best  blood  in 
my  veins.  But  has  the  King  really  come  hither  en- 
imly  unattended  ?" 

"He has  no  man  with  him  but  young ,  as  aid- 

de^aiDip,  and  a  single  vnlci-de-chambre." 

"No  man  .—but,  Redgauntlft,  as  you  are  a  gentle- 
man, has  he  no  uontan  with  him  ?" 

Rcd?nunilet  cast  his  eyes  on  the  ground  and  re- 
pfifd,    I  am  soTTV  to  say— he  has." 

^The  company  looked  at  each  other,  and  remained 
aient  for  a  moment.  At  length  Sir  Richard  pro- 
ceeded. **  I  need  not  repeat  to  you,  Mr.  Redgaunt- 
let,  what  is  the  well-grounded  opinion  of  his  Ma.jes- 
ti's friends  concerning  that  moat  unhappy  connexion ; 
laere  is  but  one  scnf^  and  feeling  amongst  us  upon 
the  subject.  I  must  conclude  that  our  bumble  re- 
■outtranccs  were  communicated  by  you,  sir,  to  the 
ling?" 

"In  the  same  strong  terms  in  which  they  were 
onched,"  replied  RedgauntleU  "  I  love  his  Majesty's 
cuise  more  than  I  fear  his  displeasure." 

"But,  apparently,  our  humble  expostulation  has 
pnduccd  no  efTect.  This  lady,  who  has  crept  into 
m  bosom,  has  a  sister  in  the  Elector  of  Hanover's 
Court,  and  yet  we  are  well  assured  that  every  point 
of  uur  most  private  communication  is  placed  in  her 
M?ing." 

*  Varium  et  mutabile  semper  /emina"  said  Dr. 
Gnnnball. 

"She  puts  his  secrets  into  her  work-bag,"  said 
Xaxwell ;  "  and  out  they  fly  whenever  she  opens 
it  If  I  must  hang,  I  would  wish  it  to  be  in  some- 
what a   better  rope   than  the   string  of  a  lady's 


"Are  you,, too,  turning  dastard,  Maxwell?"  said 
Ra^unilet  in  a  whisper. 

•^'ot  I,"  said  Maxwall ;  "let  us  fight  for  it,  and  let 
tbsm  win  and  wear  us;  but  to  be  betrayed  by  a  brim- 
aiooelike  that" 

"Be  temperate,  gentlemen."  said  Redgaunilet :  "the 
fiiible  of  which  you  complain  so  hcnvilv  has  always 
been  that  of  kingw  and  heroes ;  which  I  feel  strongly 
poofideot  the  King  will  surmount,  upon  the  humble 
■itreaty  of  his  best  servants,  and  when  he  sees  them 


ready  to  peril  their  all  in  his  cause,  upon  the  slight 
conaition  of  his  resigning  the  society  of  a  female  fa- 
vourite, of  whom  I  have  seen  reason  to  think  he  hath 
been  himself  for  some  time  wearied.    But  let  us  not 

Kress  upon  him  rashly  with  our  well-meant  zeal.  He 
as  a  princely  will,  as  becomes  his  princely  birth,  and 
we,  geuilemen,  who  are  royalists,  should  be  the  last 
to  take  advantage  of  circumstances  to  limit  its  exer- 
cise. I  am  as  much  surprised  and  hurt  as  you  can  be, 
to  find  that  he  has  made  her  the  companion  of  this 
journey,  increasing  every  chance  of  treachery  and 
detectiori.  But  du  not  let  us  insist  upon  a  sacrince  so 
humiliating,  while  he  has  scarce  placed  a  foot  upon 
the  beach  of  his  kingdom.  Let  us  act  generously  by 
our  Sovereign;  and^when  we  have  shown  what  we 
will  do  for  him,  we  shall  be  able,  with  bi>tter  face,  to 
state  what  it  is  we  cxjyect  him  U)  concede." 

"IndcMJ,  I  think  it  is  but  a  pity,"  said  MacKellar, 
"  when  80  many  pretty  gentlcnien  are  got  together, 
that  thev  should  part  without  the  flash  of  a  sword 
among  inem." 

"  I  should  be  of  that  gentleman's  opinion,"  said 

Lord ,  "  had  I  nothing  to  lose  but  my  life ; 

but  I  frankly  own,  that  the  conditions  on  which  our 
family  agreed  to  join  having  been,  in  this  instance, 
left  unfulfilled,  I  will  not  peril  the  whole  fortunes 
of  our  house  on  the  doubtful  fidcUty  of  an  artful 
wonnan." 

"  I  am  sorry  to  sec  your  lordship,"  said  Red- 
gauntlet,  "  teke  a  course,  which  is  more  likely  to 
secure  your  house's  wealth  than  to  augtiient  its  hon- 
ours." 

"  How  am  I  to  understand  vour  language,  sir  V 
said  the  young  nobleman,  haugniily. 

"Nay.  gentlemen,"  said  Dr.  Urumball,  interpo- 
sing, "do  not  let  friends  cuarrel;  we  are  all  zeal- 
ous for  the* cause— but  truly,  although  I  know  the 
license  claimed  by  the  great  in  such  matters,  and  can, 
I  hope,  make  due  allowance,  there  is,  I  may  say,  an 
indecorum  in  a  prince  who  comes  to  claim  the  alle- 
giance of  the  church  of  England,  arriving  on  such 
an  errand  with  such  a  companion— «i  non  cattit  caut^t 
tamen." 

"  I  wonder  how  the  Church  of  England  came  to  be 
so  heartilv  attached  to  his  merry  old  namesake,"  said 
Red;;auntlet. 

Sir  Richard  Glendale  then  took  up  the  question, 
as  one  whose  anthoritv  and  experience  gave  him 
right  to  speak  with  much  weight. 

"''We  have  no  leisure  for  hesitation," he  said:  "it 
is  full  time  that  wc  decide  what  course  we  are  to  hold. 
I  feel  as  much  as  vou,  Mr.  Redgaunilet,  the  delicacy 
of  capitulating  with  our  Sovereign  in  his  pre«|t,*nl  con- 
dition. But  1  must  also  think  oJ^  the  total  ruin  of  the 
cause,  the  confiscation  and  bloodshed  which  will 
take  place  among  his  adherents,  and  all  through  the 
infatuation  with  which  he  adheres  to  a  woman  who 
is  the  pensionary  of  the  present  minister,  as  she  was 
for  years  Sir  Robert  Walpole's.  I*et  his  Majesty 
send  her  back  to  the  continent,  and  the  sword  on 
which  I  now  lay  my  hand  shall  instantly  be  unsheath- 
ed, and,  I  trust,  many  hundred  others  at  the  same 
moment." 

The  other  persons  present  testified  their  unanimous 
acquiescence  in  what  Sir  Richard  Glendale  had  said. 

"I  see  you  have  taken  your  resolutions,  gentle- 
men," said  Redgaunilet;  "unwisely,  I  think,  because 
I  believe  that,  by  softer  and  more  generous  proceed- 
ings, you  would  have  been  more  likely  to  carry  a 
f)oint  which  I  think  as  desirable  as  you  do.  ,  But  what 
is  to  be  done  if  Charles  should  refuse,  with  the  in- 
flexibility of  his  grandfather,  to  comply  with  this 
rc<]uesi  of  yours?  Do  you  mean  to  abandon  him  to 
his  fate?"  .,       ..      ^ 

"God  forbid!"  said  Sir  Richard,  hastily;  "and 
God  forgive  you,  Mr.  Redgaunilet,  for  breathing  such 
a  thought  No!  I  for  one  will,  with  all  duty  and 
humility,  see  him  safe  back  to  his  vessel,  and  delend 
him  with  my  life,  against  whoever  shall  assail  him. 
But  when  I  nave  seen  his  sails  spread,  my  next  act 
will  be  to  secure,  if  I  can.  my  own  safety,  by  retinng 
to  my  house;  or,  if  I  find  our  engagement,  as  ia  too 
I  probable,  has  taken  wind,  by  surrendering  myMif 
I  to  the  next  Jusdce  of  Peeia^  scui  «xvci%  «ftfi>asv^ 
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that  hfnrenfter  I  shall  live  quiet,  and  submit  to  the 
ruling  powers.** 

Again  the  rest  ofthoponM>n9  present,  inttmitcd  their 
agrri'iiiL-nt  in  opinion  with  iht^spenkor. 

"  Well,  gentl«fm«n/'  sai.I  Iled.^auntlwt,  "  it  is  not  for 
me  to  op[K>ae  the  opinion  of  t* vrry  one ;  and  I  must  do 
you  ihi:  juj«rire  to  j»ay,  thai  ihc  Kins  has,  in  the  pn-sent 
instance,  neclwuti  a  cornlilion  of  your  agreement, 
which  was  laid  befon-  him  i»i  very  distinct  terms. 
The  question  now  is,  who  is  to  acrjuaint  him  with  the 
result  of  this  ron fen-nee  ?  for  I  presume  you  would 
not  wait  on  him  in  a  body  to  make  the  proposal,  that 
he  should  dismiss  a  [)crBon  from  his  fannty  us  the  price 
of  jrour  allegiance." 

*  I  tiiink  Mr.  I^^d;;auntIet  should  make  the  explana- 
tion," said  r«or(i .    "  As  he  has,  doubtless,  done 

justi<:e  to  our  remonstrances  by  communicatnii;  them 
to  the  Kin??,  no  one  can,  with  such  pnipricty  and  force, 
state  the  natural  and  inevitable  consetiuence  of  their 
beinirnpglt'cted." 

"Now.  I  think,"  said  Rcdjrauntlet,  "that  those 
who  make  the  objection  should  state  it ;  for  I  am 
confident  the  KiiiK  will  hardly  Mieve,  on  less  author- 
ity than  that  of  the  heir  ()f  the  loyal  Ilmise  of  B , 

that  he  is  the  first  to  seek  an  evasion  of  his  pledge  to 
join  him." 

"An  evasion,  sirl"  repeated  LonI ,  fiercely. 

"I  have  borne  too  much  from  you  already,  and  this  I 
wdl  not  endure.  Favour  me  with  your  company  to 
the  downs  yonder." 

Reds;auiitlct  lau<;hed  scornfully,  and  was  about  to 
follow  the  fiery  youn;<  man,  when  Sir  Richard  ai'ain 
interposed.  '*  .Are  we  to  exhibit,"  he  said,  ''  the  last 
symptoms  of  the  dissolution  of  our  party,  by  turning 
our  swords  acoinsi  each  other?— Be  patient  Lord 

;  in  sucTi  conferences  as  thin,  nmch  must  pass 

unquestioned  which  inif;ht  brook  chall».n;j:i*  els«'wh«  m. 
Th«:re  is  a  privilege  of  partv  as  of  parliament  -men 
cannot,  in  emergency,  stand  upon  pic.kin>^  phrase.— 
Gentlemen,  if  vou  will  cYti^nd  your  <H)nndencc  in 
me  so  far,  I  will  wait  upon  his  majestv,  and  I  hope 

my  Lord and  Mr.  Redgauntlei  will  accompany 

m^.  I  trust  the  cxiilanation  of  this  unph:asant  matter 
will  prove  entirely  satisfactory,  and  that  wc  shtfll  find 
ourselves  at  liberty  to  render  ourhoma:^  to  our  Sove- 
reign without  n^sen'c,  when  I  for  one  will  be  the  first 
tojx^ril  all  in  his  just  quarrel." 

Rednauntlet  at  once  steppcj  forwani,  "  My  lord," 
he  said,  '*if  my  z»>al  made  me  say  any  thini?  in  the 
slightest  degree  ofr.'nsive,  I  wish  it  unsaid,  and  ask 
your  pardon.    A  gentleman  can  do  no  more." 

**  I  could  not  havt>  asiked  Mr.  Redizauutlet  to  do  so 
much,"  said  the  young  nobleman,  willingly  accepting 
the  hand  which  Rc<lgauntlet  ofTorctl.  *' I  know  no 
man  living  from  whom  I  could  take  so  much  i^iproof 
without  a  sense  of  dogrodation,  as  from  himself.*' 

"Let  me  then  hope,  my  lord,  that  you  ^^^ll  go  with 
Sir  Richard  and  me  to  the  presence.  Your  warr?i 
blood  will  heat  our  zeal— our  colder  resolves  will 
temper  yours." 

The  young  Ion!  smiled,  and  shook  his  head.  "  Alas ! 
Mr.  Redgauntlet,"  he  said,  "lam  ashamed  to  say, 
that  in  zeal  you  suri»ass  us  all.  But  I  will  not  refuse 
this  mission,  provided  you  will  permit  Sir  Arthur,  your 
nephew,  also  to  accompany  us." 

"My  nephew?"  said  Redgttuntlet,  and  seemed  to 
hesitate,  then  added,  "Most  certainly.— I  trust,"  he 
said,  looking  at  Darsie,  "  he  will  bring  to  his  Prince's 
presence  such  sentiments  as  fit  the  occasion." 

It  st^mrd  however  to  Darsie,  that  his  uncle  would 
rather  have  left  him  behind,  had  he  not  fcan*d  that 
he  might  in  that  cas^^  have  bcrn  influenced  by,  or 
might  perhaps  himself  influence,  the  unresrilved  con- 
fetlerates  with  whom  he  must  have  associated  during 
his  absonct\ 

"I,  will  go,"  said  Redgauntlet,  "and  request  ad- 
mission." 

In  a  moment  after  he  returned,  and  without  speak- 
ing, motioned  for  the  young  nobleman  to  advance. 
He  did  so.  followed  by  Sir  Richard  Glendale  and 
Darsie,  R<>agauntlet  him.sclf  brinsing  up  the  rear.  A 
short  passage  and  a  few  steps  brought  them  to  the 
door  of  the  temporary  piesencc-chainhor,  in  which 
the  Royal  Wanderer  was  to  receive  their  homage. 


It  was  thf  upper  loft  of  one  of  those  oottam  which 
made  additions  to  the  Old  Inn,  poorly  furnished^  dniy, 
and  in  dis<inii'r;  for  rash  a6  the  cntcn>ri«)e  might  be 
considm-d,  iUi-y  had  been  stdl  rarr'ful  not  to  draw 
the  attcnticm  of  •ttrangiTs  by  any  particular  aitentionf 
to  the  pcrsoiiiil  accommodation  of  the  I'rince.  He 
was  M'atetJ,  when  the  deputies,  as  they  might  be 
termeii,  of  his  remaining  adherents,  entered;  and  as 
he  rose,  and  came  forward  and  bowed  in  acerptanet 
of  their  salutation,  it  was  with  a  dignified  coarteay 
which  at  once  supplied  whatever  was  deficient  in  ei- 
ternal  i)omp,  and  converted  the  wretched  garret  into 
a  saloon  worthy  of  the  occasion. 

"  It  is  ne(.xile«9  to  add,  that  he  was  fhf^  same  prrsoo- 
aue  aln-ady  iiifrtKhn'»"<l  in  the  character  of  Pat  her 
B(ionav(>nture,  bv  which  name  he  was  distinguished 
at  Fairladies.  His  dress  was  noidiflerent  from  what 
he  then  won*,  exceptmg  that  he  had  a  liM>se  ndiojt- 
c<iat  of  camlet,  under  which  he  carri«?d  an  efficient 
cut-and- thrust  ?«word,  instead  of  his  walking  rapier, 
and  also  a  pair  of  pistol.y. 

lU'dgauntlet  pn'sentetl  to  him  successively  the  young 
Lord ,  and  his  kinsman.  Sir  Arthur  Darsie  Ilea- 

f;auntlet,  who  trembleii  as,  bowing  and  kissing  hv 
land,  he  found  himself  surprised  into  what  mientba 
consirue<l  an  net  of  high  treason,  which  >*et  hie  siv 
no  safe  means  to  avoid. 

Sir  Richard  Glendale  seemed  personally  known  lo 
Charles  Edward,  who  rtHreived  him  with  a  mixniie 
of  dignity  and  uffi^tion,  and  seemed  to  sympathiie 
with  the  tears  which  nisherl  into  that  gentlenian'i 
eyes  as  he  bid  his  Majesty  welcomv  to  his  nariie 
kmgdom. 

"  Ves,  my  good  Sir  Richard,"  sail  the  nnformmts 
Prince,  m  a  tone  melancholy,  yet  re!»olved,  "Charies 
E'lwarrl  is  with  his  faithful  friends  onco  mor«— not. 
(terhaps,  with  hi;j  former  gay  hopes  which  undenralual 
danger,  but  with  the  sam*;  dderminfd  contempt  of 
the  worst  which  can  befall  huii.  in  claiming  his  own 
rights  and  tliose  of  his  country. 

"  I  n^joice,  sire— and  yet,  alas !  I  must  also  grieve^ 
to  stv  you  once  mon*  on  the  British  shores,"  said  Sir 
Richard  Gleiidal",  and  stop^  short— a  tumult  of 
coiitraiiii'lory  feelings  preventing  his  farther  utterance. 

"  It  is  the  call  of  my  faithful  and  suffering  people 
which  alone  could  have  induced  me  to  tskc  onee 
more  the  swoni  in  my  hand.  For  my  own  part,  Sir 
Richanl,  when  I  have  retliX'-tivI  how  many  of  my  loyal 
and  dcvotcfl  friends  perishMi  by  the  sword  and  by 

f proscription,  or  dicxl  indigent  and  neglected  in  a  foreign 
and,  I  have  often  sworn  that  no  view  to  my  persond 
agcrandizement  should  again  induce  me  lo  a^itatf  a 
title  which  has  cost  my  followers  so  dear.  But  since 
HO  many  men  of  worth  and  honour  conccire  thecoose 
of  England  and  Scotland  to  lie  linked  with  that  of 
Charles  Stewart,  I  must  follow  their  brave  exaitqrfe^ 
and,  laying  aside  all  other  con*iderations,  onco  mors 
stand  forward  as  thi>ir  delivenT.  I  nm,  however» 
come  hither  up(m  yi>ijr  invitation ;  and  as  you  are 
so  completely  ac(|uaint(>d  with  circumstances  to  which 
my  abs<>ncc  nui.«*t  nwcssarily  have  r»?ndin.-d  me  • 
stranger,  I  must  Ve  a  mere  tool  in  the  hands  of 
my  friends.  I  know  well  I  never  can  refer  myKlf 
iinplicitiv  to  more  loyal  hearts  or  wiser  heads,  than 
Herries  Redgauntlet,  and  Sir  Richard  Glendale.  Onrs 
me  vour  advice,  then,  how  we  are  to  procoiid,  and 
decide  ufMiii  the  fate  of^  Charles  Etiward." 

Redgiumtlet  lotjkinl  a!  Sir  Richard,  as  if  to  say, 
"  Can  you  press  an  additional  or  unpleosant  oomu- 
tion  at  a  moment  like  this  ?"  And  the  other  shook 
his  head  and  looked  down,  as  if  his  resolution  was 
unaltered,  and  yt.>t  as  feeling  all  the  delicacy  oif  the 
situation. 

There  was  a  s'lcnce,  which  was  broken  by  the 
unfortunate  representative  of  an  unhappy  dynasty, 
with  some  auiK.arance  of  irritation.  ''This  is  srningfl^ 
gintlenien,"  ne  said;  "you  have  sent  for  me  fh>m 
the  bost-)in  of  my  family,  to  head  un  adventure  <d 
doubt  and  donger;  arxi  when  I  come,  your  own 
minds  stH^m  to  ho.  still  irresolute.  I  had  nut  expected 
this  on  the  part  of  two  such  men." 

"  For  me,  sire,"  said  Rrijgauntlet,  "the  sfecl  of  miy 
swonl  is  not  truer  than  the  temr>er  of  my  mind." 

"  My  Lord '»  and  mine  arc  equally  ao»"  mi 
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lir  Richard ;  "  bat  you  had  in  char^  Mr.  Redgaunt- 
it,  to  convey  our  request  to  hi*  Majesty,  coupled  with 
ntatn  conoitione." 

**  And  1  discharged  my  duty  to  hid  Majesty  and  to 
ou,"  said  Redgounilet. 

,"  I  kx»ked  at  no  condition,  gentlemen,*'  said  their 
LiDg,  Hith  dij^nity,  "save  thui  which  callpd  nie  here 

0  assert  my  nghts  in  pi>rson.  IViat  I  have  fulfilled 
X  no  rommoD  risk.  Here  I  stand  to  keep  my  word, 
nd  I  expect  of  you  to  be  true  to  yours." 

"There  was,  or  should  have  been,  something  more 
ban  that  in  our  proposal,  please  your  Majesty,"  said 
iirRichnrd.    "  There  was  a  condition  annexed  to  it" 

''I  saw  it  not,"  said  Charles,  intcrruptinc  him. 
'(>it  of  tenderness  towards  the  noble  hearts  ot  whom 
think  so  highly,  I  would  neither  sec  nor  n^ud  any 
hing  whirli  euuld  lessen  them  in  my  love  and  my 
steem.  Conditions  can  have  no  part  betwixt  Prince 
ud  subject." 

'*Sire,"  aakl  Redfcauntlet,  kneeling  on  one  knee, 
*I  H-e  from  Sir  Richard's  countenance  he  deems  it 
mytauit  that  your  Maiesty  seems  ignorant  of  what 
fwr  subjects  desired  that  I  should  communicate  to 
four  Majesty.  For  Heaven's  sake !  for  the  sake  of 
lU  my  past  services  and  sufTerinii^s,  Irave  not  such  a 
itaiQ  upon  my  honour!  Tlie  note.  Number  D.,  of 
vfaich  this  is  a  copy,  n'fcrred  to  the  painful  subject  to 
vUch  Sir  Richard  again  directs  your  attt^ntion." 

"You  pn'ss  upon  nie,  gentlemen,"  said  the  Prince, 
nlonring  highly,  "recollections,  which,  as  I  hold 
them  most  alien  to  your  character,  I  would  willingly 
bite  banished  from  my  memory.  I  did  not  suppose 
tbit  my  loyal  subjects  would  ihmk  so  poorly  of  me, 
M  to  use  my  depressed  circumstancts  as  a  reason  fur 
iifcing  themselves  into  my  domeeiic  j[)rivacies,  and 
Mpulatrng  arrangements  with  their  Kmg  regarding 
nutters,  in  which  the  meanest  hinds  claim  the  privi- 
K9B  of  thinking  for  themselves.  In  afiairs  of  state 
1  public  policy,  I  will  ever  be  guided  as  becomes  a 
—  b^  the  advice  of  my  wisest  counsc'llors;  in 
which  regard  my  pnvate  atlections,  and  my 
— .jtic  arrangements,  I  claim  the  same  freedom  of 
wdj  which  I  allow  to  all  my  subjects,  and  without 
i4eh  a  crown  were  less  wortli  wearing  than  a  bcg- 
Ih's  bonnet." 

"Mav  it  please  your  Majesty"  said  Sir  Richard 
Crbodaip,  "  I  see  it  must  be  my  lot  to  speak  unwill- 
ai  truths;  but  believe  me,  1  do  so  with  as  much 
arafoond  respect  as  defi>  regret.  It  is  true,  we  have 
aDed  vou  to  head  a  mighty  undertaking,  and  that 
par  Majesty,  preferring  honour  to  safety,  and  the 
ove  of  your  country  to  your  own  ease,  has  ctmdc- 
leamied  to  become  our  leader.  Hut  we  also  point*  d 
ntas  a  necessary  and  indispeosabk^  preparatory  step 
a  the  achievement  of  our  purpose— and,  I  must  say, 
It  a  positive  condition  o£our  engaging  in  it— that  an 
adividual,  supposed,— I  presume  not  to  guess  how 
mly,— lo  have  your  Majesty's  more  intimate  con- 
ideiKv,  and  believed,  1  will  not  say  ou  absolute 
pnof.  but  upon  the  most  prt^gnant  su.«pii;ion,  to  be 
cipable  of  betraying  that  confidcnco  to  the  Klector  of 
Hanover,  should  be  removed  from  your  royal  house- 
ud  and  society." 

''This  is  too  insolent,  Sir  Richard !"  said  Charles 
Edward.  **  Have  you  inveigled  me  into  your  power 
ubait  me  in  this  unseemly  manner?— And  you.  Red- 
puntWt,  why  did  you  suffer  matters  to  come  to  toirh 

1  paint  as  this,  without  making  me  more  distinctly 
iijic  what  insults  were  to  be  practised  on  me?" 

"My  gracious  Prince,"  said  lU-dgauntlet,  "I  am  so 
far  to  blame  in  this,  that  I  did  not  think  so  slight  an 
nf>«diment  as  that  of  a  woman's  society  could  have 
itsUy  interrupted  an  undiTtaking  of  this  magnitude. 
lama  plain  man,  sire,  and  speak  nut  bluntly;  1  could 
■M  have  dreamt  but  what,  within  the  first  five  mi- 
Mat  of  tills  interview,  either  Sir  Richard  and  his 
bieods  would  have  ceased  to  insist  upon  a  condition 
toOBgraicful  to  your  Majesty,  or  that  your  Majesty 
•void  have  sacrificed  this  unhappy  attachment  to 
tbt  sound  advice,  or  even  to  the  over-anxious  suspi- 
cMna,  of  80  many  faithful  subjects.  1  saw  no  r-ntan- 
itocnt  in  such  a  difficulty,  which  on  cither  side 
MaAkt  not  have  been  broken  through  like  a  cobweb." 

*Vott  woro  miitaken,  air,"  laia  Charles  Edward, 


"entirely  mistaken—us  irrach  so  as  you  are  at  thu 
moment,  when  you  think  in  your  heart  my  refusal  to 
comply  with  this  insolent  proposition  is  dictated  by  a 
childish  and  romantic  passion  for  an  individunL  I 
ti'li  you,  iiir,  I  could  part  with  that  person  to-morrow, 
witliout  an  instant's  regret— thati  nave  had  thoughts 
of  dihmissing  her  from  my  court,  for  reasons  known 
to  myself;  but  that  1  will  never  betray  my  rights  as  a 
sovereign  and  u  man,  by  taking  this  step  to  secure 
the  favotn'  of  any  one,  or  to  purcnase  that  allegiance, 
which,  if  you  owe  it  to  me  at  all,  is  due  to  me  as  my 
birthright.^' 

"  1  am  sorry  for  this,"  said  Rrdgaiintlet ;  "  I  hope 
both  your  Majesty  and  Sir  Richard  will  reconsider 
your  reM)Iutions,  or  forbear  this  discussion  in  a  con- 
umcnire  so  presrting.  I  trust  your  Maiesty  w  ill  recol- 
lect that  you  are  on  hostile  ground ;  that  our  prepara- 
tions cannot  have  so  far  escaped  notice  as  to  perniic 
us  now  with  safety  to  retreat  from  our  purpose;  in- 
somuch, that  it  is  with  the  deepest  anxiety  of  heart  I 
foresee  even  danger  to  your  own  royal  person,  unless 
you  can  jpentronsly  give  your  subjects  the  satisfac- 
tion^ which  Sir  Kirhard  seems  to  think  they  are 
obstinate  in  demanding." 

**  And  deep  indeed  your  anxiety  ought  to  be,"  said 
the  Prince.  "  Is  it  in  t  hese  circumstances  of  personal 
danger  in  which  you  expect  to  overcome  n  resolution, 
which  is  founded  on  a  sense.of  what  is  due  to  me  aa 
a  man  or  a  pnnce?  If  the  axe  and  scaffold  were 
mady  before  the  windows  of  Whitehall,  I  would 
rather  tread  the  same  path  with  my  gre^t-grand- 
father,  than  concede  the  slightest  point  iii  which  my 
honour  is  concerned." 

He  spoke  these  words  with  a  determined  accent, 
and  looked  around  him  on  the  company,  all  of  whom 
(excepting  Darsie,  who  saw,  he  thousht,  a  fair  period 
to  a  most  perilous  enreri'rise)  secmeo  in  deep  anxiety 
and  confusion.  At  lenpih.  Sir  Richard  sjjoke  in  a 
M)lenin  and  melancholy  tone. 

" If  the  safety,"  he  said,  "of  poor  Richard  Glendale 
were  alone  concerned  in  this  matter,  1  have  never 
valued  my  life  enou^^h  to  weigh  it  against  the  slight- 
est point  of  your  Majesty's  sen'ice.  But  I  am  only  a 
messenger— a  c^mniissioner,  who  must  execute  my 
trust,  and  upon  whom  a  thousand  voices  will  cry 
CuFHe  and  wo,  if  I  do  it  not  with  fidelity.  All  of  your 
adherents,  even  Redcauntlet  himself  see  certain  ruin 
to  this  enterprise— the  greatest  danger  to  your  Ma- 
jesty's pt'rson— the  utter  desiniction  of  all  your  party 
and  frie..dH,  if  they  insist  not  on  the  point,  w-hich, 
unfortunately,  your  Majesty  if  so  unwilling  to  con- 
cede. I  speak  II  with  a  heart  full  of  anguish— with  a 
tongiie  unable  to  utter  my  emotions— but  it  must  be 
spoKcn— the  fatal  iruth— that  if  your  ro>'al  giKMJneas 
cannot  yield  to  us  a  boon  which  we  bold  necessary 
to  our  security  and  your  own,  your  Majesty  with  one 
woni  diVarms  ten  thousand  men,  ready  to  draw  their 
swords  in  your  bthaif ;  or,  to  S|>eak  yet  more  plainly, 
vou  annihilate  even  the  semblance  of  a  royal  party  in 
Great  Britain." 

"  And  why  do  you  not  add,"  said  the  Prince,  scorn- 
fully, "  that  the  men  who  have  been  ready  to  assume 
arms  in  my  bi^half.  will  stone  for  their  treason  to  the 
Elector,  by  delivenng  me  up  to  the  fate  for  which  so 
many  proclamations  have  destined  me?  Carry  my 
head  to  St.  James's,  gentlemen :  you  will  do  a  more 
acceptable  and  a  more  honfiurable  action,  than,  hav- 
ing mveisled  me  into  a  siniation  which  pmc4;s  me  so 
complitriy  in  your  power,  to  dishonour  yourselves  by 
propoeitions  wnich  dishonour  me." 

"  My  God.  sire !"  exelaimrd  Sir  Richard,  clasping 
his  hands  to&;eiher,  in  impatience,  "of  what  great 
and  inexpiable  crime  can  your  Majesty's  aiicestora 
have  l>een  guiliv,  that  they  have  been  punished  by 
the  infliction  of  jiHlicial  blindness  on  their  whole 

generation  I— Come,  my  Lord ,  we  must  to  our 

friends." 

"  By  your  leave.  Sir  Richard,"  said  the  voung  no- 
bleman, "  not  till  we  have  learned  what  measure* 
can  \w  takcii  for  his  Majesty's  personal  safely." 

"Care  not  for  me,  young  man,"  said  Charles  Ed* 
ward ;  "when  I  was  in  the  society  of  Highland  rob- 
bers and  caitle-drovera,  I  was  safer  than  )  now  hold 
myself  among  the  representatives  of  the  best  blowl 
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\b  Enjriand.— Farewell,  gentlemen— I  will  BhiA  for 
mvselr. 

*'  This  must  never  be,"  snid  RedpuntlcL  "  Let  me 
that  brought  you  to  the  point  of  dariger,  at  leaAt  pro- 
vUle  for  your  aafe retreat." 

So  sayinK,  he  hastily  l4>ft  the  apartment,  followed 
by  his  nephew.     The  Wanderer,  averting  his  eyes 

fifom  I-iOixl and  Sir  Richard  Olendale,  threw  hnn- 

self  into  a  seat  at  the  uftper  end  of  the  apartment, 
while  they,  in  much  anxiety,  stood  lojoiether  at  a  dis- 
Uuice  from  him,  and  conversed  in  whispers. 


CHAPTER  XXIII. 

NAKBATIVE  COlfTINCED. 

When  Redgaunilet  Icf^  the  room,  in  hnste  and  dis- 
romposure,  the  first  person  he  met  on  the  stair,  and 
indeed  so  close  by  the  door  of  the  apartment  that 
Darsie  thouKht  he  must  have  been  listening  there, 
was  his  attendant  Nixon. 

**  What  the  devil  do  you  here  7"  he  said  abruptly  and 
sternly. 

"I  wait  your  orders."  said  Nixon.  "I hope  all's 
riffht  ■?— excuse  my  xeai." 

^' All  is  wronu,  sir— Where  is  the  seafaring  fellow— 
Ewart— what  do  you  call  him?" 

"  Nanty  Ewart,  sir— I  will  carry  your  commands," 
laid  Nixon. 

"  I  will  deliver  them  myself  to  him,"  said  Red- 
gauntlet  :  "  call  him  hither." 

'*  But  should  your  honour  leave  the  presence?"  said 
Nixon,  still  lingering. 

'"Sdeaih,  sir,  do  you  prate  to  me?"  said  Redgaunt- 
let,  bending  his  brows.  "  I,  sir,  transact  my  own 
business ;  you,  I  am  told,  act  by  a  ragged  deputy." 

Without  farther  answer.  Nixon  departed,  rather 
disconcerted,  as  it  seemed  to  Darsie. 

*'That  dog  turns  insolent  and  lazy,"  said  Redgaunt- 
let :  "  but  I  must  bear  with  him  for  a  while." 

A  moment  after,  Nixon  returned  with  Ewart 

"  Is  this  the  smuggUng  fellow  ?"  demanded  Red- 
gauntlet. 

Nixon  nodded. 

"  Is  he  sober  now  ?— he  was  brawling  anon." 

"  Sober  enough  for  business,"  said  Nixon. 

"Well  then,  hark  ye,  Ewart— man  your  boat  with 
your  best  hands,  ana  have  her  by  the  pier— get  your 
other  fellows  on  board  the  brig— if  voti  nave  any  car- 
fHO  left,  throw  it  overboard ;  it  shall  be  all  paid,  five 
times  over— and  be  ready  for  a  start  to  Wales  or  the 
Hebrides,  or  perhaps  for  Sweden  or  Norway." 

Ewart  answered  sullenly  enough,  "  Ay,  ay,  sir." 

"  Go  with  him,  Nixon,  said  Rcdgauntlct,  forcing 
himself  to  speak  with  some  appearance  of  cordiality 
to  the  servant  with  whom  he  was  ofiended  j  "  see  he 
does  his  duty." 

Ewart  left  the  house  sullenly,  followed  by  Nixon. 
The  sailor  was  just  in  tiiat  species  of  drunken  hu- 
mour which  made  him  jealoua,  passionate,  and  trou- 
olesome,  without  showing  any  other  disorder  than 
that  of  irritability.  As  he  walked  lowanis  the  beach 
hb  kept  muttering  to  himself,  but  in  such  a  tone  that 
his  companion  lost  not  a  word,  **  Smuj^ling  fellow- 
Ay,  smuggler— and,  start  your  cargo  mto  the  sea— 
and  be  ready  to  start  for  the  Hebndes,  or  Sweden— 
or  the  devil,  I  suppose.— Well,  ond  what  if  I  said  in 
anawer— Rebel,  Jacobite— traitor— I'll  make  you  and 
your  d— d  confederates  walk  the  plank— I  have  seen 
better  men  do  it- half-a-score  of  a  morning— when  I 
was  across  the  Line." 

"  D— d  unhandsome  terms  those  Rcdgauntlct  used 
10  you.  brother,"  aaid  Nixon. 

"Which  do  you  mean?"  said  Fwart,  starting;  and 
recollecting  himself.  "I  have  been  at  my  ola  trade 
of  thinking  aloud,  have  I  ?" 

"No  matter."  answered  Nixon,  "none  but  a  fHend 
heard  you.  You  cannot  have  forgotten  how  Red- 
gauntlet  disarmed  you  this  morning?" 

"  Why,  I  would  bear  no  malice  about  that— only  he 
is  BO  cursedly  high  and  saucy,"  said  Ewart. 

"And  then,"  said  Nixon,  I  know  you  for  a  tiue- 
hnrted  Protoauat." 


"  That  I  am,  by  G-,"  aaid  Ewart.   "  No.  the  ! 

iards  could  ntiver  get  my  religion  from  me. ' 


And  a  friend  to  King  George,  and  the  HanM 
of  succeSHion,"  said 
si>eftking  very  slow. 


Ime  of  succeSHion,"  said  Nixon,  still  walking  i 


Vou  may  swear  I  am,  ezceptingin  the  way  of  ba> 
siness,  ns  Turnpenny  sa^s.  I  like  King  Geoigc^  \M 
I  ean*t  alford  to  pay  dutica." 

"  You  are  outlawed,  I  belicTe?"  aaid  Nixon. 

"  Am  I?-faith,  I  believe  I  am,"  said  Ewart,  •! 
wish  I  were  inlaved  again  with  all  my  heart— Btt 
come  along,  we  must  icet  all  ready  for  our  pi^reinploiy 
gentleman,  1  suppose.  ^  „      .  ^  _ 

"  I  will  teach  you  a  better  trick/'  aaid  NixoB. 
"There  is  a  bloody  pack  of  rebela  yofider." 

"  Av,  we  all  know  that,"  said  the  aroaggler;  "l«l 
the  snowball's  melting,  I  think." 

"There  is  some  one  yonder,  whose  head  is  vrortft^ 
thirty— thousand— pounds— of  sterling  money,"  nm 
Nixon,  pausing  between  each  word,  as  if  fo  enfBici 
the  magnificence  of  the  snm. 

"  And  what  of  that  ?"  said  Ewart,  quickly. 

"Only  that  if.  instead  of  lying  by  the  pier  wn 
your  men  on  their  oars,  if  vou  will  just  carry  yM 
boat  on  board  just  now,  ana  take  no  notice  of  aai 
signal  from  the  shore,  by  G— d,  Naniy  Ewart,  I  mm 
make  a  man  of  you  for  fife !" 

"Oh,  ho!  then  the  Jaci>biie  wntry  ara  not  aoM 
as  they  think  theniaclves  ?"  said  Nanty. 

"In  an  hour  or  two,"  replied  Nixon,  "they  wilM 
made  safer  in  Carlisle  Castle." 

"  The  devil  they  will  1"  aaid  Ewart ;  ""wid  yoahlH 
been  the  informer,  I  suppose  T' 

"  Vea;  I  have  been  ill  paid  for  my  service  mam 
the  Redjjauntlets— have  scarce  got  dogs  wagea-aM 
been  treated  worse  than  ever  dog  was  used.  I  dan 
the  old  fox  and  his  cubs  in  the  same  trap  now,  Nanty: 
and  we'll  see  how  a  certain  young  lady  will  Uxk  tba 
You  SCO  I  am  frank  with  you,  Nnnty." 

"And  I  will  be  as  frank  with  you,^*  said  the  warn 
gler.  "  You  are  a  d-d  old  scoundrel— traitor  to  iii 
man  whose  bread  you  eat !  Me  help  to  betray  mo 
devils,  that  have  been  so  often  betrayed  myself  H-Jto 
if  they  were  a  hundred  Popea^  Devils;  and  Pretendm 
I  will  back  and  tell  them  their  danger— they  are  par 
of  cargo— regularly  invoiced— put  under  my  cBam 
by  the  owners— I'U  back" 

"You  arc  not  stark  mad?"  said  Nixon,  who  dm 
saw  he  had  miscalculated  in  supnosins:  Natiira  w* 
ideas  of  honour  and  fidelity  could  be  shaken  even  b 
resentment,  or  by  his  Protestant  partialities.  **To 
shall  not  go  back— it  is  all  a  joke.'*  .  . 

"I'll  back  to  Redgauntlet,  and  see  whether  it n 
joke  he  will  laugh  at."         ^,. 

"My  life  ia  lost  if  you  do,"  said  N«oii-"lMi 
reason."  ,     .,  *  j. 

They  were  in  a  clump  or  cluster  of  tall  fur«  at  n 
moment  they  were  speaking,  about  half  wav  belwsa 
the  pier  and  the  house,  but  not  in  a  direct  line,  fm 
which  Nixon,  whose  object  it  was  to  gain  time,  ha 
induced  Ewart  to  diverge  insensibly. 

He  now  saw  the  necessity  of  taking  a  deapcni 
resolution.  "Hear  reason,'^  he  said;  and  addef 
as  Nanty  still  endeavoured  to  pass  him.  "Or  « 
hear  this!"  discharging  a  pocket-pistol  into  a 
unfortunate  man's  body. 

Nanty  staggered,  but  kept  bis  {ett.  "  It  has  a 
my  baek-bone  asunder,"  he  said  /?«  have  don 
me  the  last  good  office,,  and  I  will  not  die  un^ratelaL 

As  he  uttered  the  last  words,  he  colkjctea  hf«  n 
maining  strength,  stood  firm  for  an  instant,  drew  h 
hanger,  and  fetching  a  stroke  with  both  hands,  a 
Cristal  Nixon  down.  The  blow,  struck  with  all  tl: 
energy  of  a  desperate  and  dying  man,  exhibitsa 
force  to  which  Ewart^s  exhausted  frame  might  faw 
aeemed  inadequate ;— it  cleft  the  hat  which  ,  If 
wretch  wore,  though  secured  by  a  plate  of  in 
within  the  lining,  bit  deep  into  his  skull,  and  thai 
left  a  fragment  of  the  weapon,  which  waa  brokol 
the  fury  of  the  blow. 

One  of  the  seamen  of  the  lugger,  who  atrolkd  ^ 
attracted  by  the  firing  of  the  pistoL  though,  being 
small  one,  the  report  was  very  trining,  iouDd>  boi 
the  unfortunate  men  stark  dead.   Alaimed  M  wb 
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w  nw,  which  he  ronceived  to  have  been  ihc  conse- 
vencc  of  »ome  unn]cn*8sfiil  cnKn;r(nK'nt  lietwixt 
lis  tale  commander  and  a  rtvtnu«*  offictr,  (lor  Nixon 
hnnrcd  not  to  be  pcnionalJy  known  fo  him.)  (ho 
nilor  hastened  bark  to  ilie  boat,  in  onirT  to  nppri'/e 
lif  comredefl  of  Nant>''«  faie,  aniJ  to  advise  them  to 
ake  otf  theiiiM^lves  and  the  vcMsel. 

Mean  time  Redf^auntlet,  hnvinK.  as  we  have  wen, 
iespaiched  Nixon  for  the  purpom  of  M.'cunnR  a  re- 
ireatfor  the  unfortunate CharleR  in  case  of  extremity, 
Tturned  lo  the  apartment  where  lie  had  left  the 
Wanderer.    He  now  found  him  alone. 

"i^ir  Richard  Glendale."  aaid  the  unfortunate 
Prince,  **  H-iih  his  youiiK  friend,  has  gone  to  consult 
heir  adherents  now  in  the  house.  Redgauntlet,  my 
head,  I  will  not  binine  you  for  the  circumstances  in 
vhich  I  find  mysdf,  ihouf^h  I  am  at  once  placed  in 
langi-r,  and  rendered  contemptible.  Kut  you  ought 
»  have  stated  to  me  more  stron;;Iy  the  wei^t  which 
ihete  eentlemen  attached  to  their  insolent  proposi- 
IMML  Too  should  have  told  me  that  no  compiuniise 
raid  have  any  effect— that  they  desired,  not  a 
Prince  to  govern  them,  but  one,  on  the  contrary, 
*iw  whom  they  were  to  exercise  restraint  on  all 
lecation^  from  the  highest  affairs  of  the  state,  down 
tolbe  most  intimate  and  closest  concerns  of  his  own 
lovaey,  which  the  most  ordinary  men  desire  to  keep 
BCTirt,  and  sacred  from  uiterference." 

"God  knows,"  said  Rcdf*auntlet,  in  much  agita- 
tion, "I  acted  for  the  best  when  I  pressed  your 
jhjesty  to  come  hither— I  never  thought  that  your 
■ijrstv-,  at  s\K*h  a  crisis,  would  have  scrupled,  when 
lUDRdom  was  in  view,  to  sacrifice  an  attachment, 
•kich" 

"Pfctce,  sir!"  said  Charles:  "it  is  not  for  you  to 
■timate  my  feelings  upon  such  a  subject." 

IfdgauntM  coloured  high,  and  Iniwed  profoundlv. 
"At  least,"  he  resumed,  *'  I  hoi>ed  thai  some  middle 
might  be  found,  and  it  shall— and  must— Come 
me,  nrahew.    We  will  to  these  gi;ntlenien,  and 

im  confident   I   shall  bring  back  heart-stirring 

"rwill  do  much  to  comply  with  them,  Red(rnuntlet. 
IIB  loath,  having  again  set  my  foot  on  British  land, 
ftqnit  it  without  a  blow  for  mv  right.  But  this  which 
■qr  demand  of  me  is  a  degradation,  and  compIinm*e 
■nnpossible." 

ledgauntlet,  followed  by  his  neiihew,  the  unwilling 

rtaturof  this  extruordi nary  scene,  \r{i  once  more 
■partment  of  the  adventurous  Wanderer,  and 
*ip  met  on  the  top  of  the  stairs  hy  Joe  Crnckenthorp. 
'Where  are  the  other  geiiileinen  T'  he  said. 

"Yonder,  in  the  west  barrack,"  answered  Joe; 
^t  Master  Ingoldsby,"— that  was  the  name  by 
wfa  RedgauniTet  was  most  Rfnerally  known  in 
Aberlano,— "  I  ^^ished  to  say  to  you  that  I  must 
■  rmder  folk  together  in  one  room." 

"What  folkT'  said  Redgauntlet,  impatiently, 
lyhy,   them  prisoner  stranger  folk,  as  you  bid 
flMai  Nixon  look  after.    Lord  love  you  !  tnts  is  a 
W§g  houHe  enow,  but  we  cannot  have  separate  lock- 
pi  for  folks,  as  they  have  in  Newgate  or  in  Bedlam. 

Qoder's  a  mad  beggar,  that  is  to  be  a  gri^t  man 
"km  he  wins  a  lawmiit.  Lord  help  him  !— Von- 
ir's  a  Quaker  and  a  lawyer  charged  with  a  riot ;  and, 
iod,  I  must  make  one  key  and  one  Kvck  keep  them, 
T  we  are  ehokefiil,  and  you  have  sent  off  old  Ni.xon, 
■I  cituld  have  given  one  sotne  help  in  this  confusion, 
aides,  they  take  up  e^^ry  one  a  nniin,  and  enll  for 
nghts  on  earth,— exceptin<  the  old  man,  who  calls 

Eir  enough,— but  he  has  not  a  m-nnvto  pay  shot." 
00  as  th<iii  wilt  with  them,  said  Rf.>dgaunr1et, 
kohad  listened  impatiently  to  his  statement;  *'so 
m  doct  Init  keep  them  from  getting  out  and  making 
ibe  alarm  in  the  country,  I  care  not." 

"A  Quaker  and  a  lawver!"  said  Darsie.  "This 
■M  be  Fairford  and  Ocddes.— Uncle,  I  must  request 
1  jotf* " 

Nay,  nephew,"  interrupted  Redgauntfet,  "this  is 
B  rime  for  asking  questions.  You  shall  yourself 
Kide  upon  their  fate  in  the  course  of  an  hour— no 
irm  whate\'er  is  designed  them." 

So  saying,  he  hurried  towards  the  place  where  the 
■labile  scntleBiea  were  holding  their  council,  end 
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Darsie  followed  him,  in  the  hope  that  the  obstacle 
which  had  arisen  to  the  prosecution  of  their  desperate 
ndvcnturv  would  pmve  insurmountable,  and  Sfiarehim 
the  necessity  of  a  dangerous  and  violent  rupture  with 
his  uncle.  The  discussions  among  tbeiii  were  very 
eager;  the  more  daring  part  of  the  ctmspirators,  who 
had  Utile  but  life  to  loj^e,  being  desirous  to  proceed  at 
all  hazards ;  while  the  others,  whom  a  sens<>  of  honour 
.  and  a  ht^itation  to  disavow  long-cherished  principle! 
■  had  brought  forward,  were  pi>rhaps  not  ill  satisfied  to 
have  a  fair  apology  for  declining  an  adv(!nture,  into 
which  they  had  entered  with  more  of  reluctance  than 
zeal. 

Mean  while  Joe  Crackenthorp,  availing  himself  of 
the  hasty  pcTinission  obtained  from  Redgauntlet,  pro- 
ceede<j  to  assemble  in  one  apartment  (hos#*  whose  safe 
custody  had  be<'n  thought  necessary ;  and  without 
much  considering  the  propriety  of  the  matter,  he 
selected  for  the  common  place  of  confinement,  the 
room  which  Lilias  had  since  her  brother's  departure 
occupied  alone.  It  had  a  strong  lock,  and  was  double- 
hinged,  which  probably  hni  lo  the  preference  assigned 
lo  it  as  a  pla(*e  of  senirity. 

Into  this.  Joe,  with  little  ceremony,  and  a  good  deal 
of  noise,  introduced  the  Quaker  and  Fairford ;  the 
first  descanting  on  the  immorality,  the  other  on  the 
ill<!gality,  of  his  proceedings ;  and  he  turning  a  deaf 
ear  both  to  ihe  one  and  the  other.  IVext  he  pushed 
in,  almost  in  headlong  fashion,  the  unforfuiiale  Uti- 
gantj  who  having  made  some  n^istance  ai  the  thresh- 
old,  Had  received  a  violent  thrust  in  consequence,  and 
came  rushing  forward,  like  a  ram  in  the  act  of  charg- 
ing, with  such  impetus,  as  must  have  carried  him  to 
the  top  of  the  room,  and  struck  the  cocked  hat  which 
sat  perched  on  the  top  of  his  tow  wig  against  Miss 
Redgaunilet*s  person,  had  not  the  honest  Quaker 
intemipted  his  care<T  by  seizing  him  bv  the  cH)llar,  and 
bringing  him  to  a  stand.  "Friend,  said  he,  with 
the  real  good-breedins  which  eo  often  subsists  inde- 
pendently of  cen*monial,  "  thou  art  no  company  for 
that  young  pi'rson ;  she  is,  thou  seest,  frightened  at 
our  l>eing  so  suddenly  thrust  in  hither;  and  although 
that  be  no  fault  of  ours,  yet  it  will  become  us  to  be- 
have civilly  towards  her.  Wherefore  come  thou  with 
mi*  to  this  window,  and  I  will  tell  thee  what  it  con- 
cerns thee  to  know." 

"And  what  for  should  I  no  speak  to  the  loddy, 
friend?"  said  Peler,  who  was  now  about  half  seao 
over.  "I  have  spoke  lo  leddii>s  before  now,  man — 
What  for  should  she  be  frightened  at  me  ?— I  am  nae 
bogle,  I  wt!cn.— What  are  ye  p«K»in'  me  that  gate  fori 
—Ye  will  rive  my  coat,  and  I  will  have  a  good  action 
for  havine  myself  niaile  aartum  aUpte  tectum  at  your 
expenses." 

Notwithstanding  this  threat.  Mr.  Geddes,  whose 
muscles  wire  as  strongas  his  judgment  was  sound  and 
his  temper  sedate,  leif  Poor  Peter,  under  the  sense  ot 
a  control  against  which  he  could  not  struggle,  to  the 
farther  corner  of  the  apartment,  where,  placing  him, 
whether  he  would  or  no,  in  a  chair,  he  sat  down  beside 
him,  and  effirtuallv  preventiid  his  annoying  the  voung 
lady,  upon  whom  he  had  seemed  bent  on  conferring 
the  delights  of  his  society. 

If  Peter  had  imnunliately  recognised  bis  counsel 
learm-d  in  the  law,  it  is  probable  that  not  even  the  be- 
nevDlent  efliirts  of  thi'  Quaker  could  have  kepi  him  in 
a  state  of  restraint ;  but  Fairfonl's  back  was  turned 
towards  his  client,  whose  optics,  besides  being  some- 
what dazzled  with  ale  and  brandy,  were  speedily  en- 
gaged in  contemplating  a  half-cn)wn  which  Joshua 
held  between  his  finger  and  his  ihumb,  saying,  at  the 
same  time,  "Friend,  thou  art  indigent  and  improvi- 
dent. This  will,  w«>ll  employed,  procure  thee  suslen- 
tation  of  nature  for  more  than  a  single  day;  and  I 
will  b<>atow  it  on  thee  if  thou  wilt  sit  here  and  keep 
me  company ;  for  neither  thou  nor  I,  friend,  are  nC 
company  for  ladies." 

"  SftoRk  for  yonrselt  friend,"  said  Peier,  scomfuilyi 
"  I  was  aye  kend  to  be  agreeable  to  the  fair  sex  ;  and 
when  I  was  in  business  I  servi-d  the  leddies  wi'  anithcr 
sort  of  df'corum  than  Plainstanes,  the  d— d  awkward 
s<>oundrel !  It  was  one  of  the  articles  of  diitay  be- 
tween ns." 

"  Well,  but,  (rieod."  said  the  Quakir.  who 
2t 
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that  the  young  ladv  still  seemed  to  fear  Peter's  intru- 
sioa,  "  I  wish  to  near  ihee  speak  about  tins  great 
*awsuit  of  thine,  which  has  been  matter  of  such 
celebrity." 

"  Celebrity  ?— Ye  may  swear  that,"  said  Peter,  for 
the  string  was  touched  to  which  his  crazy  imai;ination 
always  vibrated.  "And  I  dinna  wonder  that  folk 
that  }\idi^e  thinf<s  by  their  outward  grandeun  should 
think  me  something  worth  their  envying.  lt*8  very 
true  that  it  is  grandeur  upon  earth  U)  hear  ane's  name 
thundered  out  alpug  the  long-arched  ryof  of  the 
Outer-House,—*  Poor  Peter  Peebles  against  Plain- 
stancs,  et  per  amtra  ;'  a'  the  best  la  wvers  in  the  house 
fleeing  like  eagles  to  the  prey ;  some  because  they  are 
in  the  caus<%  and  some  because  they  want  t6  be 
thought  engaged  (for  there  are  tricks  in  other  trades 
by  selling  muslins)— to  see  the  reoorters  mending  their 
pens  to  take  down  the  debate— tne  Lords  themselves 
*MV)in'  in  their  chairs,  like  folk  sitting  down  to  a  gude 
i&iiner,  and  crying  on  the  clerks  for  parts  and  pendi- 
cles oi  the  process,  who,  puir  bodies,  can  do  little 
roair  than  cry  on  their  closet-keepers  to  help  them. 
To  sec  a*  ihts,"  continued  Peter  in  a  tone  of  sus- 
tained rapture,  "  and  to  ken  that  naething  will  l>e  said 
or  dune  ainang  a*  thae  grand  folk,  for  maybe  the  feck 
of  three  hours,  saving  what  concerns  you  and  your 
business— O,  man,  nae  wonder  that  ye  jurlge  this  to  be 
earthly  glory !— And  yet,  neighbour,  as  I  was  saying, 
there  be  no  unco  drawbacks— I  whiles  think  of  my  bit 
house,  where  dinner,  and  supper^  and  breakfast,  used 
to  come  without  the  crving  for,  just  as  if  fairies  had 
brought  it— and  tlio  guJebed  at  e'en— and  the  needfu' 
penny  in  the  poucb.— And  then  to  see  a*  ane's  warldly 
substance  capering  in  the  air  in  a  pair  of  weigh-bauka, 
now  up,  now  down,  as  the  breath  of  iudge  or  counsel 
inclines  it  for  pursuer  or  defeiider.-trotn,  man.  therearc 
times  I  rue  having  ever  begun  the  plea  wark,  though 
may  be^  when  ye  consider  the  renown  and  trredit 
I  have  by  it,  ye  will  liardly  believe  what  I  am  saving.*' 

"Indeed,  friend,"  said  Joshua,  with  a  sigh,  I  am 
^ad  thou  hast  found  any  thing  m  the  legal  con- 
tention which  compensates  thee  for  poverty  and 
hunger;  but  I  believe,  were  other  human  objects  of 
ambiiion  looked  upon  as  closely,  their  advantages 
would  be  found  as  chimerical  as  those  attending  thy 
protracted  litigation." 

"But  never  mind,  friend,"  said  Peter,  "I'll  tell  you 
the  exact  slate  of  the  conjunct  processes,  and  make 
you  sensible  that  I  can  bring  niysell  round  with  a  wet 
finger,  now  I  have  my  finger  and  my  thumb  on  this 
loup-the-dike  loon,  the  lad  Fairford." 

Alan  Fairford  was  in  the  act  of  speaking  to  the 
masked  lady,  (for  Miss  Redgauntlet  had  retamed  her 
riding  vizai^,)  endeavouring  to  assure  her  as  he  per- 
ceived her  anxiety,  of  such  protection  as  he  could 
tfibrd,  when  his  own  name,  prrmouncod  in  a  loud 
tone,  attracted  his  attention.  He  looked  round,  and, 
seeing  Peter  Peebles,  as  hastily  turned  to  avoid  his 
notice,  in  which  he  succeetled,  so  earnest  was  Peter 
upon  his  colloquy  with  one  of  the  most  respectable 
aiiditors  whose  attention  he  had  ever  been  able  to 
engage.  And  by  this  little  motion,  momentary  as  it 
was,  Alan  gained  an  uncxpecton  advantaue ;  for 
while  he  looked  round.  Miss  Lilias,  I  could  never 
ascertain  why,  took  the  moment  to  adiust  her  mask, 
and  did  it  so  awkwarily,  that  when  ner  conipimiou 
■gain  turned  his  head,  ho  recognised  as  much  of  her 
features  as  autliorizcd  him  to  address  her  as  his  fair 
client,  and  toprcMi  his  offers  of  protection  and  assist- 
ance with  the  boldnessof  a  former  acquaintance. 

Lilias  Redgauntlet  withdrew  the  mask  from  her 
eiimsoned  cbe(.>k.  "Mr.  Fairford."  she  said,  in  a 
voice  almost  inaudible,  "you  have  the  character  of 
a  young  gentleman  of  sense  and  generosity ;  but  we 
have  already  met  in  one  situation  which  you  must  think 
angular  :  and  1  nmst  be  exposed  to  misconstruction, 
at  least  for  my  lorwaniness,  were  it  not  in  a  cause  in 
which  my  dearest  affections  were  cfmcerned." 

**Any  mtorest  in  my  Moved  friend,  I)art»ie  Lati- 
mer," said  Fairfonl,  stepping  a  lit  tie  buck,  and  putting 
a  marked  restraint  upon  his  former  advanei-s,  "gives 
mea  do«>ble  right  to  be  useful  to"—.  He  stopped  short 

^  7b  iua  eieter,  your  guudaess  would  say,^  answered 


"  His  sister,  madam  T*  replied  Alan,  in  theejiireimty 
of  astonishment—"  Sister,  I  presume  in  afieciiw 
only  r 

"  No,  sir ;  my  dear  brother  Darsie  and  I  are  oo^ 
nectcd  by  the  bonds  of  actual  relationsliip ;  and  I  sa 
not  sorn*  to  be  the  first  to  tcU  this  to  the'  Iriund  he 
most  values." 

Fairford  s  first  thought  was  on  the  violent  pasM 
■    '    '  runknuwo. 


which  bars ic  had  expressed  towards  the  fair  u 
"Good  God !"  he  exclaimed,  " liow  did  he  bear  dM 
discovery  7" 

"With  resignation,  I  hope,'*  said, Liliaa.  sniiEq^ 
"  A  more  accomplished  sister  he  might  easily  iiaiv 
come  by,  but  scarcely  could  have  found  one  wW 
could  love  him  more  than  I  do." 

"I  meant— I  only  meant  to  say,"  said  the  >-oai| 
counsellor,  his  presence  of  mind  failing  him  fbrM 
I  instant—"  that  is,  I   meant   to  ask  where  Dnai 
I  Latimer  is  at  this  moment." 

"  In  this  ver>'  house,  and  under  the  goardianshipfll 
!  his  uncle,  whom  I  belivc  you  knew  as  a  vinttrtf 
;  your  father,  under  the  name  of  Mr.  Heniea  cf  Bt 
i  renswork." 

"Let  me  hasten  to  him,"  said  Fairford;  ^Ilit« 
sought  him  through  difficulties  and  danger*— I  dml 
see  him  instantly. 

"  You  forget  you  arc  a  prisoner,"  said  the  yook 
lady. 

"  True— tnie  ;  but  I  cannot  be  l#ng  detained-Ai 
cause  alleged  is  tixi  ridiculous." 

"  Alas r*^ said  Lilins,  "our  fate— my  brothei't  ■■ 
mine,  at  least— must  turn  on  thedelibei-ition^perhM 
of  less  than  an  hour.— For  you,  sir,  I  belknre  ui 
ap[)rehend  nothing  but  some  restraint ;  my  uudeil 
neither  cruel  nor  unjnsi,  though  few  will  go  failhft 
in  the  cauBP  which  he  has  adopted." 

"  Which  is  that  of  the  Pretend—" 

"For  God's  sake  speak  lower  !". said  Lilian  i^ 
preaching  her  hand,  as  if  to  stop  him.  *'The  ww 
may  cost  you  your  life.  You  do  not  know— iit^lM 
you  do  not— the  terrors  of  the  situation  in  which  •» 
at  present  stand,  and  in  which  I  fear  you  also  m 
involved  by  your  friendship  for  my  brotlier.'* 

"  I  do  not  mdeed  know  the  particulars  of  our  alai 
tion,"  said  Fairford ;  "but  be  the  danger  what  it  UKf, 
I  shall  not  grudge  my  share  of  it  for  the  sake  of  i^ 
friend;  or,"  he  added,  with  more  timidity,  "of  Bf 
friend's  sister.  Let  me  hope,"  he  said,  ^  my  d« 
Miss  Latimer,  that  my  presence  may  be  of  some  m 
to  you ;  and  that  it  may  be  so,  let  me  entreat  a  ihaii 
of  your  confidence  which  I  am  conscious  I  ban 
otherwise  no  right  to  ask." 

He  led  her,  as  he  spoke,  towards  the  recess  of  ni 
farther  window  of  the  rootn,  and  observing  lo  mt 
that^  unhappily,  he  was  particularly  ezpoeed  to  ini«- 
ruption  from  the  mad  old  man  whose  en iraner^, had 
alarmed  her,  he  disposed  of  Daraie  Latimer^s  ridinp- 
skirt,  which  had  been  lef>  in  the  apartment,  ov«r  IIB 
back  of  two  chairs,  forming  thus  a  sort  oif  scM, 
behind  which  he  cmicunced  himself  with  the  maidH 
of  the  green  mantle ;  feeling  at  the  moment,  that  lbs 
danger  in  which  he  was  placed  was  almost  oooipdi- 
satifd  by  the  intelligent  which  permitted  those  M* 
ings  towards  her  to  revive,  which  justice  to  hisfiieH 
had  induci-d  him  to  stifle  in  the  birth. 

The  relative  situation  of  adviser  and  advised,  of  pro- 
tector and  protected,  is  »}  peculiarly  suited  to  the  !•• 
spective  condition  of  man  and  woman,  that  gmt 
prr>gress  towards  intimacy  is  often  made  in  verys^ 
waee;  for  the  circumstances  call  for  confidence  oi 
the  part  of  tlicgentl<.>man,  and  forbiil  coyness  on  tail 
of  the  bdy,  so  that  the  usual  barriers  against  eaiy  is- 
tercourse  are  at  once  thrown  down. 

UndiT  these  circumstances,  securing  tbemseltes* 
far  as  posnihle  from  observation,  conversing  in  wfau* 
pera,  and  seated  in  a  corner,  where  they  werebriNMK 
mto  so  clos-?  contact  thai  their  faces  nearly  toacM 
each  (It  her,  Fairfonl  heard  from  Lilias  Redgauntlet  m 
history  of  her  family,  particularly  of  her  uncle;  m 
views  upm  her  broimr,  and  the  agony  whv:b  dieffS^ 
lest  at  that  very  moment  he  might  suctved  iiienganoi 
Darsie  in  some  de!>perate  scheme,  fatal  to  his  fortius 
and  perhaps  to  his  life, 
i    AUa  Ftiifocd'a  acute  undentinding  iuuiitly  eM> 
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wkd  whtt  ha  had  heird  with  ^e  drciirostanGes  he 
Aid  witiw9Md  at  FairlaHie?.  His  first  thought  was, 
to  attempt,  at  all  risks,  his  inf^tant  encnpc,  and  pro- 
cure isastance  powcfrful  enough  to  cnisli,  in  the  very 
cradle,  a  conspiracy  of  fliich  a  dctrrmincd  chnracter. 
niiuhedici  notconaidCT  asdifticuh;  for,  though  the 
door  was  »iardcd  on  the  outviiir,  the  window,  which 
was  DOl  aix>Te  ten  feet  from  the  ground,  was  open  for 
^tnpt,  the  cummon  on  which  it  looked  wan  unen- 
cIoM,  and  prolfusely  covenxi  with  furze.  There 
would,  he  thought,  be  little  difficulty  in  cfiecting  his 
llxnjr,  and  in  concealing  his  course  afler  he  had 
C<im5ii  it. 

But  Liliaa  exclaimed  against  this  scheme.  Her 
uncle,  (4ie  said,  was  a  man,  who,  in  his  moments  of 
•Dthitsiaam,  knew  neither  remorse  nor  fear.  He  was 
capable  of  visiting  upon  Darsic  any  injury  which  he 
tasfAil  conceive  Fairlford  had  rcnderecf  him— he  was 
her  near  kinsman  also,  and  not  an  unkind  one,  and 
ihe  deprecated  any  effort,  even  in  her  brother's  fa- 
vour, by  which  his  life  must  be  exposed  to  danger. 
Painbni  himself  remembered  Father  Buonavcnture, 
and  made  little  question  but  that  he  was  one  of  the 
■HM  of  the  old  Chevalier  de  Saint  Cieorge;  and  with 
Minga  which,  although  contradictory  of  his  public 
daty,  can  hardly  be  much  censured,  his  heart  recoiled 
InMn  being  the  agent  by  whom  the  last  scion  of  such 
a  long  line  of  Scottish  Princes  should  be  rooted  up. 
He  then  thought  of  obtaining  an  audit-nce,  if  possible, 
of  this  devotai  person,  and  explainin;^  to  him  the  utter 
kopiJcasneas  or  his  undertakip^;,  which  he  judged  it 
latiy  that  tlie  ardour  of  his  parnsans  might  have  con- 
crtwd  from  him.  But  he  relinquished  this  design  as 
Bon  as  formed.  He  had  no  doubt,  that  any  light 
wUch  he  could  throw  on  the  state  of  the  country, 
vmild  come  too  late  to  be  serviceable  to  one  who  was 
ihraja  reported  to  have  his  own  full  share  of  the 
hcrraitnrf  obstinacy  which  had  cost  his  ancestors  so 
dnr,  and  who,  in  drawing  the  sword,  must  have 
thrown  troro  him  the  scabbard. 

Liiaa  suggested  the  advice  which,  of  all  others, 
Hemed  most  suited  to  the  occasion,  that  yielding, 
naaelv,  to  die  circumstances  of  their  situation,  thity 
ihoukf  watch  carefully  when  Darsie  should  obtain 
lay  degree  of  freedom,  and  endeavour  to  open  acom- 
mimiration  with  him.  in  which  case  their  joint  flight 
might  be  eflected,  and  without  endangering  the  safety 
of  any  orw. 

Their  j^oiithful  deliberation  had  nearly  fixed  in  this 
pomi,  when  Kairford,  who  was  listening  to  the  low  sweet 
wfiiflpering  Tones  of  Lilias  Ritigauntlet,  rendered  yet 
tiMK  interesting  by  some  slight  touch  of  foreign  ac- 
ci-nt,  was  startled  by  a  heavy  hand  which  des<%nded 
with  full  weight  on  tna  shoulder,  while  the  discordant 
noi«s  of  PHcr  Peebles,  who  had  at  length  broken 
toiMe  fmm  the  well-meaning  Quaker,  exclaimed  in  the 
«ar  of  his  truant  counsel— *  Aha,  lad !  I  think  ye  are 
Catched— An^  so  ye  are  turned  chamber-counsel,  arR 
vvl— Andjre  have  drawn  up  wi'  clients  in  scarfs  and 
hoods  t  But  bide  a  wee.  billic,  and  aw  if  I  dinna  sort 
^-e  when  mv  petition  ami  complaint  cumes  to  be  dis- 
cussed, with  or  without  answers,  under  certifica- 
tion^ 

Alan  Fairford  had  never  more  difficulty  in  his  life 
to  subdue  a  first  emotion,  than  he  had  to  refrain  from 
knocking  down  the  crnxy  blockhead  who  hnd  broke 
in  upon  him  at  such  a  moment  But  the  Ksngth  of 
PHcf's  address  gave  him  time,  fortunately  perhaps 
for  both  parties,  to  reflect  on  the  extreme  irreguiaritv 
of  SHch  a  proceeding.  He  stood  silent,  however,  with 
vexaiion,  while  Peter  went  on. 

"  Wt-el.  my  bonnic  man,  I  see  \%  are  thinking  shame 
o'  yoursell,  and  nae  grf'at  wonder.  Ye  maun  leave 
this  quean— the  like  of  her  is  ower  light  company  for 
you.  I  havm  hoard  honest  Mr.  Pest  say,  that  the 
gown  gvees  ill  wi*  the  petticoat.  But  come  awa  hame 
to  vour  puir  father,  ami  1*11  take  care  of  >-ou  the  haill 
gate,  and  keen  you  company,  ond  deil  a  word  we  will 
apeak  about,  out  just  the  state  of  the  conjoined  pro- 
ceawis  of  the  great  cause  of  Poor  Peeblca  against 
Plainatanea." 

^  If  thou  canst  endure  to  hear  as  much  of  that  suit, 
friend,"  said  tlie  Quaker,  **  as  I  have  heard  out  of 
mere  eompeaaioa  for  thee,  I  think  ven'.y  thou  wilt 


aoon  be  at  the  bottom  of  the  natter,  xakm  k  be  alto* 
get  her  bottomless." 

Fairford  shook  off*,  rather  indignantly,  the  large 
bony  hand  whicl^ Peter  had  imposed  upon  his  ahoui- 
der,  and  was  about  to  soy  something  peevish,  uponao 
unpleasant  and  insolent  a  mode  of  interruotion,  whea 
the  door  opi^ned,  a  tn-ble  voice  saying  to  tne  sentinel, 
"1  tell  you  I  maun  be  in,  to  see  if  Mr.  Nixon's  here;" 
and  Little  Bonjie  thrust  in  his  mopbcad  and  keaa 
black  eyes.  Ere  he  could  withdraw  it,  Peter  Peebles 
sprang  to  the  door,  seized  on  the  boy  by  the  collar, 
and  dragged  him  forward  into  the  room. 

"Let  niie  see  it,"  he  said,  "ye  ne'er-do-weel  limb  of 
Satan— I'll  gar  you  satisfy  the  production,  I  trow— 
I'll  hne  first  ana  second  diligence  against  you,  ye 
dtrevil's  buckic!" 

"  What  dost  thou  want  ?'  said  the  Quaker,  inter- 
fering; "why  dost  thou  frigbren  the  boy,  friend 
Peebles  r' 

"  I  gave  the  bastard  a  penny  to  be*)  me  snufi|"  said 
the  pauper,  "  and  he  has  rendered  no  account  of  hie 
intromissions;  but  I'll  gar  him  as  gude." 

So  saying,  he  proceeded  forcibly  to  rifle  the  pocketa 
of  Benjie's  ragged  jacket,  of  one  or  two  snares  lor 
game,  marbles,  a  half-bitton  apple,  two  stolen  egga, 
(one  of  which  Peter  broke  in  the  eagemeas  of  hia  ve» 
search,)  and  various  other  unconsidered  trifle8| 
which  nnd  not  the  air  of  being  very  honestly  como 
by.  The  little  rascal,  under  this  discipline,  bit  and 
struggled  like  a  fox-cub,  but  like  that  vennin,  uttered 
neither  cry  nor  comnlaint,  till  a  note,  which  Peter 
tore  from  his  bosom,  flew  as  far  as  Lilias  Kcdgaunt- 
let,  and  fell  at  her  fret.    It  was  addresMxl  to  Cf.  N*., 

It  is  for  the  villain  Nixon."  she  said  to  Alan  Paiiw 
ford  ;  "open  it  without  scruple;  that  boy  is  his  emie- 
snry ;  we  shall  now  see  what  the  miscreant  is  driving 

Little  Beniie  now  gave  up  all  farther  struggle,  and 
suffered  Peebles  to  take  from  him,  without  resistance, 
a  shilling,  out  of  which  Peter  declared  he  would  pa/ 
himself  principal  and  interest,  and  account  for  the 
balance.  The  boy,  whose  attention  seemed  fixed  aa 
someihinc  very  different,  only  said,  "Maister  Nixon 
will  murder  mc !" 

Alan  Fairford  did  not  hesitate  to  read  the  little 
scrap  of  paper,  on  which  was  written,  "  All  is  pte- 
parwi— keep  them  in  ploy  until  I  come  up— You  may 
depend  on  your  rcwaid.— C.  C." 

"Alas,  my  uncle— my  poor  uncle?"  said  Liliaa; 
"this  is  the  reiiult  of  bis  confidence!  Methinka,  to 
give  him  instant  notice  of  his  confidant's  treachery, 
is  now  the  best  service  we  can  render  all  concerned 
—if  they  break  up  their  undertaking,  as  they  muat 
now  do,  Darsie  will  he  at  liberty." 

In  the  same  breoth,  they  were  both  at  the  half- 
opened  door  of  the  room.  Fairford  entreating  to 
speak  with  the  Father  Buonavcnture,  and  Luiaa, 
cr^ually  vehemently,  requesting  a  moment's  interview 
with  her  uncle.  While  the  sentinel  hesitated  what 
to  do,  his  attention  was  called  to  a  loud  noise  at  the 
door,  where  a  crowd  had  been  assembled  in  conae- 
Qucnce  of  the  appalling  cry,  that  the  enemy  were  upon 
tnem,  occasioned,  as  it  afterwards  proved,  by  soma 
stra;i;glers  having  at  length  discovered  the  dead  bodiea 
of  Nanty  Ewart  nnd  of  Nixon. 

Amid  the  confusion  occasioned  by  this  alarming 
incident,  the  sentinel  ceased  to  attend  to  his  duty; 
and,  accepting  Alnn  FairfOrd's  arm^  Lilias  found  no 
opposition  in  penetrating  even  to  the  mner  apartment, 
where  the  principal  persons  in  the  enterprise,  whoan 
conclave  had  been  disturbed  by  this  alarming  inci 
dent,  were  now  assembled  in  great  confusion,  and 
had  been  joined  by  the  Chevalier  himself. 

"Only  a  mutiny  among  these  smuggling  scoun- 
drels," said  Redgauntlet. 

"  Only  a  mutmy.  do  you  say?"  said  8ir  Richard 
Glcndole:  "  and  the  higger.  the  laat  hope  of  escape 
for"— he  looked  towards  Charlea,- "  stands  out  to 
sea  under  a  press  of  sail  !*' 

"Do  not  cj)nccm  yourself  about  me,"  said  the  in- 
fortunate  Prince;  "this  is  not  the  worst  emergenrf 
in  which  it  has  been  my  lot  to  stand ;  and  if  it  wen^ 
I  fear  it  not  Shift  for  youreelf ea,  my  lords  and  fBW 
demen." 


REDOAUNTLET. 
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"  No,  never !"  said  the  younj?  Lord . .    "  Our 

only  hope  now  is  in  an  honourabk'reBiBtancc." 

"Most  tnie,"  said  Redgaimtlet ;  "let  deapair  re- 
new the  union  amongst  ua  whiuh  accident  diaturbed. 
1  give  my  voice  fur  diaplayins  the  ruyal  banner  in- 
stantly, and "How  now  I    he  concluded.  Hiernly, 

aa  Liliaa,  flrst  auliciting  his  attention  by  pulling  hia 
cloak,  put  into  hia  hanJ  the  ecroll,  and  added,  it  waa 
deaigned  for  that  of  Nixon. 

Redgaunilet  read— and,  dropping  it  on  the  ground, 
continued  to  ataro  upon  the  apot  where  it  fell,  with 
raiaod  hands  and  fixed  eyea.  Sir  Richard  (iiendaje 
lifted  the  fatal  paper,  read  it,  and  aaving,  "Now  all  ia 
indeed  over,"  handed  it  to  Maxwell,  who  aaid  aloud, 
**  Black  Colin  Campbell,  by  G-dl  I  heard  lie  had 
come  post  from  London  last  night." 

Aa  if  in  echo  to  hia  thouglita,  the  violin  of  the  blind 
man  waa  heard,  plavinp;  with  apirit,  ''The  Campbella 
are  coming,"  a  celeorated  clan-march. 

"  The  ( 'ampbells  are  comin/s  in  eameat,"  aaid  Mac- 
Kellar:  " they  arc  upon  ua  with  the  whole  battalion 
from  Carlifile," 

There  waa  a  ailence  of  dismay,  and  two  or  three  of 
the  company  began  to  drop  out  of  the  room. 

Lord apoke  with  the  generoua  apirit  of  a 

young  English  nobleman.  "If  we  have  been  foola, 
do  not  let  ua  be  cowarda.  We  have  one  here  more 
precioua  than  ua  all,  and  come  hither  on  our  war- 
lianty— let  us  save  him  at  ieaai." 

''True,  moat  true,"  anawered  Sir  Richard  Glen- 
dale.    "  Let  the  King  be  firat  caml  for." 

"That  ahall  be  my  buainesa,"  aaid  Redgauntlet: 
"if  we  have  but  time  to  bring  back  the  brig,  all  will 
be  well— I  will  inatantly  deapatch  a  party  in  a  flailing 
skifT  to  bring  her  to."— He  gave  hia  c^immanda  to 
two  or  three  of  the  moat  active  among  hia  foUowera. 
—"Let  him  be  once  on  board,"  he  aaid,  "and  there 
are  enoogti  of  us  to  stand  to  arma  and  cover  hia  re- 
treat." 

"Right,  ri^ht,"  aaid  Sir  Richard,  "and  I  will  look 
to  points  which  can  be  made  defenaible ;  and  the  old 
powder-plot  boya  could  not  have  made  a  more  despe- 
rate resiaiance  than  we  ahall.— Redgauntlet."  con- 
tinued he,  "  I  ace  some  of  our  frienda  are  looking 
pale;  but  meihinka  your  nephew  baa  more  mettle  in 
nis  eye  now  than  when  we  were  in  cold  deliberation, 
with  danger  at  a  distance." 

"It  ia  the  way  of  our  houae,"  aaid  Rcd^untlet; 
"our  courage  ever  kindles  highest  on  the  losing  aide. 
I,  too,  feel  that  the  cataatrophe  I  have  brought  on 
must  not  be  survived  by  its  author.  Let  me  first." 
he  said,  addressing  Charles,  "see  your  Majeatv'a 
sacred  person  in  such  safety  as  can  now  be  provided 
for  it,  and  then" 

"  You  may  spare  all  considerations  concerning  me, 
gentlemen."  again  repeated Charlea:  "yon  mountain 
of  CrifTel  ahall  fly  aa  aoon  aa  I  will.*' 

Moat  threw  ihemaelves  at  his  feet  with  weeping 
and  entreaty ;  some  one  or  two  slunk  in  confusion 
from  the  apartment,  and  were  heard  riding  off!  Un- 
noticed in  such  a  acene,  Dande,  his  sister,  and  Fair- 
ford,  drew  together,  and  held  each  other  by  thehanda, 
aa  thoae  who,  when  a  veaael  is  about  to  founder  in  the 
atorm,  determine  to  take  their  chance  of  life  and  death 
together. 

Amid  this  scene  of  confiiaion,  a  gentleman,  plainly 
dressed  in  a  riding-habit,  with  a  black  cockade  in  bis 
hat:  but  without  any  arms  except  a  couteau-de-ckasae^ 
walked  into  the  apartment  without  ceremony.  He 
was  a  tall,  thin,  gentlemanly  nuin,,with  a  k>ok  and 
bearing  decidedly  military,  He  had  pasaed  through 
their  guards,  if  in  the  confusion  they  now  maintained 
any,  without  atop  or  queeiion,  and  now  atood,  almoat 
unarmed,  among  armed  men,  who,  nevertheless,  gazed 
on  him  as  on  the  angel  of  dettruction. 

"You  look  coldly  on  me,  gentlemen,"  he  said. 

"Sir  Richard  Glendalc— my  Lord ^^we  were 

not  always  such  atrangcra.  Ha,  Pate-in-reril,  how 
ia  it  with  you?  and  you,  too,  Ingoldaby— I  muat  not 
call  vpu  by  any  other  name— why  do  you  receive  an 
oki  friend  ao  coldly  ?    But  you  gueaa  my  errand." 

"  And  are  prepared  for  it.  General"  said  Redgaunt- 
let;  "we  are  not  men  to  be  penned  up  like  sheep  for 
tha  slaughter." 


"  Pshaw !  yoii  take  it  too  seriously— let  me  ^mk 
but  one  word  with  you." 

"  No  words  can  nhake  our  purpose/'  saki  Red||iimfr 
let,  "  were  your  whole  comuiand,  as  I  suppose  is  thr 
case,  drawn  round  the  hoii^K." 

"  1  am  certain! v  not  unstupported,"  said  the  Gencnii 
"  but  it"  you  would  hear  me  

"  Hear  m«,  sir«"  aaid  ilie  Wanderer,  stepping  kh 
ward;  "I  auppose  I  am  the  mark  you  aim  at— iw* 
render  myself  willingly,  to  save  these  gentlemiB*! 
danger— let  this  at  least  avail  in  their  favour." 

An  exclamation  of  "Never,  nevrrT'  broke  fmi 
(he  little  lNi«ly  of  partisans,  who  threw  ihemadiBi 
round  the  unfortunate  Prince,  and  would  haveienid 
or  struck  down  C*Hinpbell,  had  it  not  been  that  lit 
remained  with  his  anna  folded,  and  a  look,  ratiw 
im  lien  ting  impatience  because  tncy  would  not  hm 
him,  than  the  least  apprehension  of  violence  aiihs 
hand. 

At  length  he  obtained  a  nuiment's  silence.  '^Idi 
not,"  he  said,  "  know  this  gentleman"— (Making  a 
profouiul  bow  to  the  unfortunate  Prince)—"  I  do  bkC 
wish  to  know  him;  it  is  a  knowledge  which  wmU 
suit  neither  of  us." 

"  Our  ancestor!^  nevertheless,  have  been  wefl  » 
quainted,"  said  Charles,  unable  to  atmpress,  even  ii 
tnathour  of  dread  and  danger,  the  painful  rccollei 
of  fallen  royalty. 

"  In  one  woni.  General  Campbell^*'  said  Rec .,  __ 
let,  "is  it  to  be  peace  or  war?— \ou  are  a  man  of 
honour,  and  we  can  irust  you." 

"  1  thank  you,  sir,"  said  the  General ;  "  and  I  icpfef 
that  the  answer  to  vour  question  rests  with  yonrML 
Come,  do  not  be  fools,  gentlemen :  there  wasperhjvi 
no  great  harm  meant  or  intended  by  your  gatheriji 
together  in  tliia  obscure  corner,  for  a  bear-bait  or  a 
cock-fight,  or  whatever  other  amusement  you  um 
have  intended ;  but  it  waa  a  little  imprudent,  cooHk 
ering  how  you  atand  with  government,  and  it  Iw 
occaaioned  some  anxintv.  Exaggerated  acouunis  rf 
your  purpose  have  been  laid  before  government  by  At 
information  of  a  traitor  in  your  own  councila;  and! 
was  acnt  down  post  to  take  the  command  of  a  sufl> 
cient  number  of  troops,  in  case  these  calunink^  st 

be  found  to  have  any  real  foundatbn.    I  have  t 

here,  of  courae,  aulficiently  aupi^orted  both  with  ov* 
airy  and  infantry,  to  do  whatever  might  be  necesniy; 
but  my  commands  arc— and  I  am  sure  they  a^V 
with  m V  inclination— to  make  no  arrests,  nav,  to  mib 
no  farther  inquiries  of  any  kind,  if  this  good  asiraiblf 
will  consider  their  own  interest  so  far  as  to  gtrs  if 
their  immediate  purpose,  and  return  quietly  to  tlMff 
own  houses." 

"Whatl-all?"  exclaimed  Sir  Richard  Glendak- 
"  all,  without  exceptk>n  ?" 

"Alu  without  one  aingle  exception,"  said  Ik 
General;  "such  are  my  orders.  If  you  accept  Wf 
terms,  say  so,  and  make  haste ;  for  things  may  b#* 
pen  to  interfere  with  his  Majest/s  kind  purposes  to- 
wards you  all." 

"  His  Majesty's  kind  purposes  T'  sakl  the  WandoK 
"Do  I  hea*-  you  aright,  sir?" 

"  I  speak  the  King^s  very  words,  from  his  very  lipii" 
replied  the  General.  "  'I  will,'  said  hia  Majesty,  'de 
serve  the  confidence  of  my  subjects  by  reposing  u$ 
security  in  the  fidelity  of  the  millions  who  ackoov^ 
ledge  my  title— in  the  good  sense  and  prudence  of  tk 
few  who  continue,  from  the  errors  of  educatkm,  to 
disown  it.'— His  Majesty  will  not  even  believe  that  da 
most  zealous  Jacobites  who  yet  remain  can  nourish  i 
thought  of  exciting  a  civil  war,  whicJi  must  be  fatal 
to  their  families  and  themselves,  besides  spreiufiBg 
bloodshed  and  ruin  through  a  peaceful  land.  Hecaa- 
not  even  believe  of  hia  kinaman,  tiiat  he  would  engay 
brave  and  generous,  though  mistaken  men,  in  an  at- 
tempt which  must  ruin  all  who  have  escaped  fomcr 
calamities;  and  he  is  convinced,  that,  did  curiofitf 
or  any  other  motive  lead  that  person  to  visit  thii 
country,  he  would  soon  see  it  was  his  wisest  comtB 
to  return  to  the  continent;  and  his  Majesty  compa^ 
sionates  his  situation  too  much  to  offer  any  < '  ' 
to  hia  doing  ao." 

"  Is  this  real  V  sakl  Redgauntlet.    "  Can  you  i 

thisl— Am  I— are  all,  arc  any  of  theae  gm'lwiT— 
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REDGAUNTLET. 


K  liberty,  without  nterruptioii,  to  embark  in  yonder 
rib;  which,  I  see^  is  now  again  approaching  the 
hour 

**  You,  ■ir->all~any  of  the  gentlemen  present/'  naid 
he  General,^"  all  whom  the  veaselcan  cuntoiiL  are 
It  libeity  to  embark  uninterrupted  by  me;  but  1  ad- 
'iie  none  to  go  off*  who  have  not  powerful  reasons, 
iDoonnecied  with  the  present  meeting,  for  ihia  will  be 
encmbered  against  no  one." 

"Then,  gentlemen,"  said  Redgauntlet,  claspinphis 
ands  together  as  the  words  burst  from  him,  "  the 
IBM  is  lost  for  ever !" 

GvDcral  Campbell  turned  away  to  the  window,  as 
'to  avoid  hearing  what  they  said.  Their  consultation 
m  but  momentary ;  for  the  door  of  escape  which 
Hi  opened  was  as  unexpected  aa  the  exigence  was 
■aatcning. 

**  We  have  your  word  of  honour  for  our  protection," 
ud  Sir  Richard  Glendale,  "*  if  we  dissolve  oor  meet- 
i|in  obedience  to  youL  summons?" 
You  have,  Sir  Richard,"  answered  the  General. 

"And  I  also  have  your  promise,"  said  Redgauntlet, 
that  I  may  go  on  board  yonder  vessel,  with  any 
and  whom  I  may  choose  to  accompany  me  7" 

"Not  only  that,  Mr.  Ingoldaby— or  I  will  call  you 
bdgauntlet  once  moie-Tyou  may  stay  in  the  offing 
or  a  tide,  until  you  are  joined  by  any  person  who  may 
main  at  Fairladica.  After  that,  there  will  be  a  sloop 
jFwar  OB  the  station,  and  I  need  not  say  your  condi- 
ion  will  then  become  perilous." 

"Perilous  it  should  not  be.  General  Campbell,"  said 
UdgauBtlet,  "or  more  perilous  to  others  than  to  us, 
falbera  dioiight  as  I  do  even  in  this  extremity." 

"You  foiget  youraclf,  my  friend,"  said  the  unhappy 
Idveatarer;  "you  forget  that  the  arrival  of  thisgentle- 
MB  only  puts  the  cope-stone  on  our  already  adopted 
MhitKMi  to  abandon  our  bull-fight,  or  by  whatever 
Ukr  wild  name  this  headlong  enterprise  may  be 
■Bed.  I  bid  rou  farewell,  untriendly  friends—I  bid 
Mfiuewell,"  (bowing  to  the  Generaf,)  "my friendly 
i»-I  leave  this  strand  as  I  landed  upon  it,  alone,  and 
intum  no  more!" 

"Not  alone,"  said  Redgauntlet,  "while  there  is 
lood  in  the  veins  of  my  father's  son." 
*NoC  alone,"  said  the  other  gentlemen  present, 
■g  with  feelings  which  almost  overpowered  the 
)Uer  reasons  under  which  they  had  acted.  "We 
iO  not  disown  our  principles,  or  see  your  person 


"If  It  be  only  your  purpose  tc  see  the  gentle- 
in  to  the  beach,^  said  General  Campbell,  *'I  will 
yaelf  ffo  with  you.  My  presence  among  you,  uo- 
ned,  and  in  your  power,  will  be  a  pledge  of  mv 
SDdly  intentions,  and  will  overawe,  should  such 
!  o£red,  any  iniemiption  on  the  part  of  officioua 


**  Be  it  so,"  said  the  Adventurer,  with  the  bit  of  a 
5  to  a  subject;  not  of  one  who  complied  with  the 


meat  of  an  enemy  too  powerful  to  be  resisted, 
Tbey  left  the  apartment—they  left  the  house— an 
wotnenucated  anddubioua^but  appalling,  sensation 
terror  had  already  spread  itaelf  among  the  inferior 
lainera,  who  had  so  short  time  before  strutted,  and 
BMled,  and  thronged  tlie  doorway  and  the  paasages. 
fcport  had  arisen,  of  which  the  origin  could  not  be 
loedL  of  troops  advancing  towards  the  spot  in  con- 
ieraUe  numbers ;  and  men  who.  for  one  reason  or 
ho-,  were  most  of  them  amenable  to  the  arm  of 
Micr,  had  either  riirunk  into  atables  or  corners,  or 
id  the  place  entirely.  There  was  solitude  on  the 
ndseape,  excepting  the  small  party  which  now 
ovad  towards  the  rude  pier,  where  a  boat  lay  ,man- 
d,  agreeably  to  Redgauntlet's  orders  previously 
pen. 

Hie  last  heir  of  the  Stewarts  leant  on  Redgauntlct's 
m  as  they  walked  towards  the  beach  ;  for  the  ground 
u  rough,  and  he  no  longer  possessed  the  elasticity 
'  limb  and  of  spirit  which  had.  twenty  years  before, 
lined  him  over  many  a  Highland  hill,  as  light  88 
le  of  their  native  deer.  His  adherents  followed, 
okingon  theground,  their  feelings  struggling  against 
e  dictates  of^  their  reaaon. 

General  Campbell  accompanied  them  with  an  air 
iVpaicotcaBeand  indiflisnnoeibut  watching,  at  the 


same  time,  and  no  doubt  with  8om«  anxiety,  the 
changing  features  of  those  who  acted  in  this  extraor- 
dinary scene. 

Darsie  and  bis  sister  naturally  followed  their  uncle, 
whose  violence  they  no  longer  feared,  while  his  cha- 
racter attracted  their  respect ;  and  Alan  Fairford  ac- 
companied them  from  interest  in  their  fate,  unnoticed 
in  a  party  where  all  were  too  much  occupied  with 
their  own  thoughts  and  feelings,  as  well  as  with  the 
impending  crisis,  to  attend  to  his  presence. 

Half  way  betwixt  the  house  and  the  beach,  they 
saw  the  bodies  of  Nanty  Ewart  and  Crista!  Nixon 
blackening  in  the  sun. 

"That  wasyour  informer  7"  aaid  Redgauntlet,  look- 
ing back  to  General  Campbell,  who  only  nodded  hii 
aasent. 

"  Caitiff  wretch !"  exclaimed  Redgauntlet j—"  and 
yet  the  name  \/ere  better  bt%towed  f  n  the  fool  who 
could  be  misled  by  thee." 

"  That  sound  broadsword  cut,"  sai  I  the  General, 
"  haa  aaved  us  the  shame  of  rewarding  a  traitor." 

They  arrived  at  the  place  of  embarkation.  The 
Prince  stood  a  moment  with  folded  arms,  and  looked 
around  him  in  deep  silence.  A  paper  was  then  slipped 
into  his  hands— he  looked  at  it.  and  said,  "I  find  the 
two  friends  I  have  left  at  Fairladies  are  apprized  of 
my  destination,  and  propose  to  embark  from  Howneaa. 
I  pncsnme  this  will  not  be  an  infringement  of  the  con- 
ditions under  which  you  have  acted?" 

"Certainly  not,"    answered   General  Campbell | 

they  shall  have  all  facility  to  join  you." 

"I  wish,  then,"  said  Charles,  "only  another  com- 

E anion.— Redgauntlet,  the  air  of  this  country  is  aa 
ostile  to  you  aa  it  is  to  me.  These  gentlemen  have 
made  their  peace,  or  rather  they  have  done  nothing  to 
break  it.  But  you— come  you,  and  share  my  home 
where  chance  shall  caat  it.  We  ahall  never  see  these 
shores  again  ;  but  we  will  talk  of  them,  and  of  our 
disconcerted  bull-fight." 

"I  follow  you,  Sire,  through  life,"  said  Redgauntlet, 
"  as  I  would  have  followed  you  to  death.  Permit  me 
one  moment." 

The  Prince  then  looked ,  round,  and  seeing  the 
abashed  countenances  of  his  other  adherents  bent 
upon  the  ground,  he  hastened  to  say,  *'  Do  not  think 
that  you,  gentlemen,  have  obliged  me  less  becauae 
your  zeal  was  mingled  with  prudence,  entertained,  I 
am  sure,  more  on  my  own  account,  and  on  that  of 
your  country,  than  from  selfish  apprehensions." 

He  stepped  from  one  to  anothci,  and,  amid  aobs  and 
bursting  tears,  received  the  adieus  of  the  last  remnant 
which  had  hitherto  supported  his  lofty  pretensions, 
and  addressed  them  individually  with  acoenta  of  ten- 
derness and  affection. 

The  General  drpw  a  little  aloof,  and  aigned  to  Red- 
puntlet  to  speak  with  him  while  this  scene  proceeded. 
^*It  is  now  all  over,"  he  said,  "and  Jacobite  will  bu 
henceforward  no  longer  a  party  name.  When  you 
tire  of  foreign  parts,  and  wish  to  make  your  peace,  let 
me  know.  Your  restless  zeal  alone  haa  impeded  your 
pardon  hitherto." 

"  And  now  I  ahall  not  need  it/'  said  RedprauntleL 
"Heave  England  forever;  but  I  am  not  diroleaaed 
that  you  should  hear  my  family  adieus.— Nephew, 
come  hither.  In  presence  of  Greneral  Campbell,  I  tell 
you,  that  though  to  breed  you  up  in  my  own  political 
opinions  has  been  for  ninny  years  my  anxious  wish,  I 
am  now  glad  that  it  could  not  be  accomplished.  Vou 
paaa  under  the  service  of  the  reigning  Monarch  with- 
out the  necessity  of  changing  vour  allegiance— a 
change,  however,"  he  added,  Tooking  around  him. 
"which  sits  more  easy  on  honourable  men  than  I  could 
have  anticipated ;  but  some  wear  the  badge  of  their 
loyalty  on  (he  sleeve,  and  others  in  the  heart.— Vou 
will,  from  henceforth,  be  uncontrolled  master  of  all 
the  property  of  which  forfeiture  could  not  deprive  your 
father— of  all  that  belonged  to  him— excepting  this, 


his  good  sword,"  (Invinghis  hand  on  the  weapon  he 
wore)  "which  shall  never  fiftht  for  the  House  of 
Hanover ;  and  as  my  hand  will  never  draw  wcappii 
more,  I  shall  sink  it  forty  fathoms  deep  in  the  wide 
ocean.  Bless  ynu,  young  man !  If  I  have  di  alt  harshly 
with  you,  formve  me.  I  had  set  my  whole  desires  on 
one  point,— God  knows»  with  no  eemah  puzpoae ;  and 
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I  ftm  jostly  puniflhed  by  this  final  termination  of  my 
▼iewfl,  for  having  been  too  little  scrupulous  in  the 
means  bv  which  I  pursued  them.  Niece,  farewell,  and 
luay  Grou  bless  you  also  f 

*^No,  sir,"  said  Lilias,  seizing  his  hand  eagerly. 
"You  have  been  hitherto  my  protector,— you  are  now 
in  sorrow,  let  nie  be  your  attendant  and  your  com- 
forter in  exile !" 

"  I  thank  you,  my  girl,  for  your  unmerited  affection ; 
but  it  cannot  and  must  not  be.  The  curtain  here  falls 
between  us.  I  go  to  the  house  of  another— If  I  leave 
it  before  I  quit  the  earth,  it  shall  be  only  for  the  House 
of  God.  Once  more,  farewell  both  I— The  fatal  doom," 
he  said,  with  a  melancholy  smile,  "will,  I  trust,  now 
depart  irom  (he  House  of  Redgauntlet,  since  its  pre- 
sent representative  has  adhered  to  the  winning  side. 
I  am  convinced  he  will  not  change  it,  should  it  m  turn 
become  the  losing  one." 

The  unfortunate  Charles  Edward  had  now  given 
his  last  adieus  to  his  downcast  adherents.  He  made 
a  si^  with  his  hand  to  Redgauntlet,  who  came  to 
him  into  the  skiff.    General  Campbell  also 


offer^  his  assistance;  the  rest  appearing  too  much 
aflectcd  by  the  scene  which  had  taken  place  to  pre- 
sent him. 

"You  are  not  sorry,  General,  to  do  me  this  last  art 
of  courtesy,"  said  the  Chevalier;  "and,  on  my  part,  I 
thank  you  for  it.  You  have  taught  me  the  principle 
on  which  men  on  the  scaffold  teel  forgiveness  and 
kindness  even  for  their  execu lioner.— Farewell!" 

They  were  seated  m  the  boat,  which  presently  pulled 
off  from  the  land.  The  Oxford  divine  broke  out  into 
a  loud  benediction,  in  terms  which  General  Campbell 
was  too  generous  to  criticise  at  the  time,  or  to  remem- 
ber afterwards  ;— nay,  it  is  said  that.  Whig  and  Camp- 
bdJ  as  he  was,  he  could  not  help  joming  in  the  uni- 
▼ersal  Amen  I  which  resounded  from  the  shore. 


CONCLUSION, 

BY  DR.  DRYASDUST, 
lir  A  LSTTSB  TO  THE  AUTHOB  OF  WAVERLV. 

I  AM  truly  sorry,  my  worthy  and  much  respected  sir, 
that  my  anxious  researches  have  neither,  in  the  form  of 
letters,  nor  of  diaries,  or  other  memoranda,  been  able 
to  discover  morn  than  I  have  hitherto  transmitted,  of 
the  history  of  the  Redgsuntlei  family.  But  I  observe 
in  an  old  newspaper  called  the  Whitehall  Gazette,  of 
which  I  fortunately  possess  a  file  for  several  years, 
that  Sir  Arthur  Dame  Redgauntlet  was  presented  to 
his  late  Majesty  at  the  drawinzroom,  by  Lieutenant- 
General  CifinptKill— upon  whicn  the  Editor  observes, 
in  the  way  ot  comment,  that  we  were  going,  remis 
aique  veiia^  into  the  interests  of  the  Pretender,  since  a 
Scot  had  presented  a  Jacobite  at  Court  I  am  sorry 
I  have  not  room  (the  frank  being  only  uncial)  for  his 
fivthcr  observations,  tending  to  show  the  apprehen- 
sions entertained  by  many  well-instructed  persons  of 
the  period,  that  the  young  King  might  4iimsolf  be  in- 
duced to  become  one  of  the  Stewarts'  faction,— a 
catastrophe  from  which  it  has  pleased  Heaven  to 
preserve  these  kingdoms. 

I  perceive  also,  by  a  marrtage  contract  in  the  family 
repositories,  that  Miss  Lilias  Redgauntlet  of  Red- 
gauntlet, about  eighteen  months  after  the  transactions 
you  have  commemoratecL  intermarried  with  Alan 
Fairford,  Esq.  Advocate,  or  Clinkdollar,  who,  I  think, 
we  may  not  unreasonably  conclude  to  be  the  same 
person  whoste  name  occurs  so  frequently  in  the  P*^ 
of  your  narration.  In  my  last  excursion  to  Edin- 
burgh, I  was  fortunate  enough  to  discover  an  old 
cadie,  from  whom,  at  thcexpense  of  a  hot  lie  of  whisky, 
and  half  a  pound  of  tobacco,  I  extracted  the  import- 
ant information,  that  he  knew  Peter  Peeblos  very 


wellf  and  had  drunk  many. a  moteUdn  witb  himB 
Cadie  Praaer's  time.  He  said  that  he  Kved  ten  jwn 
after  King  Gforgc's  accession,  in  the  momentary  a 
pectation  of  winning  his  cause  every  day  in  the  Sci- 
sion  time,  and  every  hour  in  the  day,  and  st  last  U 
down  dead,  in  what  my  informer  called  a  "Peiplexiiy 
fit,"  upon  a  proposal  for  a  composition  being  made  is 
him  in  the  Outer-House.  I  have  chosen  to  retaia  nf 
informer's  phrase,  not  being  able  justly  to  detenoiae 
whether  it  is  s  oomiptbn  of  the  woni  apoplezr,  aa 
my  friend  Mr.  Oldbuck  supposes,  or  the  name  of  naa 
peculiar  disorder  incidental  to  those  who  have  concern 
in  the  Courts  of  Law,  as  many  callings  and  cnadi- 
tionsof  men  havedifleaaes  appropriate  to  themwim. 
The  same  cadie  also  remembered  Blind  Willie  Sir* 
venaon,  who  was  called  Wandering  Willie,  and  win 
ended  his  days  **  unco  beinly.  in  Sir  Arthur  Redganat 
let's  ha'  neuk."  **  He  had  done  the  family  wibi 
good  turn,"  he  said,  "  spejnaHv  when  ane  of  the 
Argyle  gentlemen  was  coming  down  on  a  whcen  if, 
them  that  had  the  'auid  leaven*  about  them,  aadwid 
hae  taen  every  man  of  them,  and  nae  less  nor  heiM 
and  hanged  them.  But  Willie,  and  a  friend  tht?  M. 
called  Robin  the  Rambler,  gae  them  waminsj^  br 
playing  tunes  such  as,  '  the  Campbells  are  coimBi; 
and  the  like,  whereby  they  got  timeous  warning  M 
take  the  wing."  I  need  not  point  out  to  your  aaii» 
nesa,  my  worthy  sir,  that  this  seems  to  refer  to  mm 
inaccurate  account  of  the  transactions  in  which )« 
seem  so  inuch  interested. 

Respecting  Redgauntlet,  about  whose  subsraant 
history  you  are  more  particularly  inquiaitive,  I  m 
leamal  from  an  exn>llent  person  who  waa  a  print  ii 
the  Scottish  Monastery  of  Ratisbon,  before  its  a^ 
presaion.  that  he  remained  for  two  or  three  yranii 
the  family  of  the  Chevalier,  and  only  left  it  at  last ii 
conaequence  of  some  discords  in  that  melanchofr 
household.  As  he  had  hinted  to  Grencral  Campbd. 
he  exchanged  his  residence  for  the  cloister,  and  ^ 
played  in  the  latter  part  of  his  life  a  strong  senierf 
the  duties  of  religion,  which  in  his  earlier  days  hi 
had  too  much  nei^lected,  heinu[  altogether  engacedii 
political  speculations  and  intrigues.  He  rosr  lolh 
situation  of  Prior,  in  the  house  which  he  belonged  M^ 
and  which  was  of  a  very  strict  order  of  religiun.  Hi 
sometimes  received  his  countrymen,  whom  arddcai 
brought  to  Ratirtbon,  and  cuhosity  induced  to  visiite 

Monastery  of .    But  it  was  remarked,  that  thoieh 

he  listened  w!th  interest  and  attention,  whrn  Brilaia 
or  particularly  Scotland,  became  the  subject  ot  cot* 
versation,  he  never  either  introduced  or  prolonpl 
the  subiect,  never  used  the  English  lan|;  lage,  nenr 
inquiroQ  about  English  affairs,  and,  above  all,  twnf 
mentioned  his  own  family.  His  strict  obsenatioBa 
the  rules  of  his  order  gave  him,  at  the  time  of  hii 
death,  some  oretcnsions  to  be  chosen  a  saint,  and  tW 
brethren  of  tne  Monastery  of^—'  made  great  eflurn 
for  that  effect,  and  brought  forward  some  plauKkii 
proofs  of  miracles.  But  there  waa  a  dreumi'iaatf 
which  threw  a  doubt  over  the  subject,  and  prevraM 
the  consistory  from  acceding  to  the  wishes  of.tkt 
worthy  brethren.  Under  his  nabit.  and  aecuivd  nt 
small  silver  box,  he  had  worn  perpetually  around  kii 
neck  a  lock  of  hair,  which  the  fathers  avouched  toki 
a  relic.  But  the  Avocato  del  Diablo,  in  combaiiai 
(as  was  his  official  duty)  the  pretensions  of  the  eas* 
oklate  for  sanctitv,  made  it  at  least  equally  probaUi 
that  the  supposed  relic  was  taken  from  the  head  gfi 
brother  of  the  deceased  Prior,  who  had  been  execoM 
for  adherence  to  the  Stewart  family  in  174^;  aad 
the  motto,  Haud  obliri»cendum.  seemed  to  inuiaila 
a  tone  of  mundane  feeling  and  recollection  of  i&- 
juries,  which  made  it  at  least  doubtful  whether,  eta 
in  the  quiet  and  gloom  of  the  cloister.  Father  Hi9* 
had  forgotten  the  suHerings  and  injuries  of  the  H<mn 
of  RaigauntleL 


THE  END  OP  REDGAUNTLET. 


I  TALES  OF  THE  CRUSADERS 


THE  BETROTHED. 


INTRODUCTION  TO  THE  BETROTHED 


n  TiW  of  tK^  Cr««d«ri  wai  detArmiMd  upon  u  the  title 
»  UM*twmf  MriM  of  tliew  noveli,  ratUer  by  the  advice  of 
ew  frM-ddf  whom  death  has  auw  renden>d  «itll  fewer,  than 
IP  auiiiur'ii  owa  u<te.  Not  bat  that  he mw  plainly  enoarh 
ilemt  which  mif  ht  bo  excited  by  tiie  very  name  of  the 
idtM.  bat  U"!  wu  conacioiM  at  the  «ime  time  tliat  that  in- 
t  mu*  of  a  cliaracter  which  it  micht  be  mure  ea4y  tn  create 
to  ntiify.  Hnd  that  by  the  mention  of  f4i  mairniAeent  a 
irt  each  mder  mifht  be  iaduoed  to  call  up  to  lii»  imn* ina- 
I  dteich  lo  uKteoMve  and  m  rnusd,  that  it  mivht  nut  be  in 
•ower  of  Uie  author  to  fill  it  up,  who  would  thuM  atnnd  in 
ndicameat  of  the  dwarf  brinrinf  with  him  a  iiandard  to 
are  bii  nwo  KUture,  and  ibowinf  himmlf,  iberefore.  My* 
»,  "  a  dwarf  mora  waya  tlian  one." 
*  a  fart,  if  it  weie  worth  while  to  examine  it,  that  the  pub- 
r  and  author,  liowever  much  their  jreneral  intevMti  are  the 
I,  any  be  Mid  to  differ  ao  fkr  ai  title  pafee  are  concerned  ; 
It  i«  a  NRcret  of  the  tale*tellinf  art.  if  it  could  be  termed  a 
i  worth  knowiuf.  that  a  talciiif  title,  ai  it  in  called,  bett 
vn  the  imrpoM  of  The  boolCMiler,  *inee  it  often  cne«  far  to 
rhw  riik.  and  nelld  an  edlliim  not  unfrequently  before  the 
le  han-  wrii  leen  it  But  the  authiw  o«f  ht  to  seek  more 
anrni  fame,  and  wiili  ttiat  liie  work,  wlien  iti  leave*  are 
cat  open,  «huuld  be  at  lea<t  fairly  jud(ted  of  Thufl  many 
ebeti  noveliitd  have  been  anxious  to  give  tlieir  vrorku  aueh 
I  •«  rrarler  it  oni  of  the  reader**  power  to  ennjeelurc  tlieir 
eau,  until  they  should  have  an  opportunity  of  readinf  tliem. 
I  thik  did  nf>t  prevent  tlie  Talei  of  tlie  CruMdere  fnim  be- 
lie uUe  tixed  on  :  and  the  celebrated  jrear  of  projects  (eifbt- 
inadred  and  twenty-five)  beinf  the  time  of  publication,  an 
daetiiM  wn*  prRftxed  accordinf  to  tlie  humour  of  tiie  dny. 
c  fint  tale  of  thi*  eerie*  wa*  influenced  in  itj  structure;  ra- 
bytke  wirili  to  avoid  the  (eneral  expectation*  which  mirht 
nned  from  the  title,  than  to  comply  with  any  one  of  tliem, 
Ml  di«app4Mnt  Uie  fe*L  The  story  was,  therefore,  lew  an 
leat  bKlonfinc  tn  the  Cnuade*,  than  ime  which  was  occa- 
!d  by  the  riiii^lar  cast  of  mind  introduced  and  ipnrad  wiile 
lose  meiaurable  andertakinf*.  The  oonfusitm  am«inf  fa- 
«  wa*  nut  tlie  least  concomitant  evil  of  the  extmordiiiary 
MMleraiire  of  thi*  Miwratition.  It  wa*  no  unusual  thiny 
CmMder,  returainy  from  hia  long  toils  of  war  and pilcrim- 
toted  hiM  frunily  aumncnted  by  some  younf  off  Bno<it,  of 

■  tlte^*^teil  mainm  could  give  no  very  accurate  account, 
irtiapii  to  find  hi*  raarriace-bed  Ailed,  and  tliat.  inntead  of 
■UBf  Burw!  to  an  old  man,  his  liouHehold  dame  liad  pre- 
i  beiaa  ihr  Tidy-love  of  a  yonnr  one.  Numerous  are  tlie 
ft  of  tlii«  kind  told  in  different  part*  of  Europe :  and  tlie 
•ed  knicht  or  baron,  accnrdinf  to  bis  temper,  sat  down 
■natari'dly  cfintented  with  Uie  accouat  whi«h  his  lady  rave 
Inebiful  matter,  or  called  in  blood  and  Am  to  vindicate  his 
ar.  wbiHi.  aiVr  all.  had  been  emianirerpd  chiefly  by  his 
kinr  hi*  hnUMehold  rod*  to  sunk  adv^nlnm*  in  Palestine, 
ittisli  tradition,  quoted.  I  think,  in  *iime  part  of  the  Bor- 
lm«tn*Uy.  Hxcribes  to  the  clan  of  Twee<lie.  a  Aimily  once 
and  warlike,  a  descent  which  would  not  have  misbecome 
9  uf  xmiiQiiity.  A  baron,  somewhat  elderly  we  may  sap- 
had  w««i<lifd  a  buxom  younf  hidy.  and  rjme  mouth*  after 
oimm  Uf  lett  her  to  ply  tlie  disUff  alone  in  his  old  toH'er, 
f  llie  HiiMintAinsof  the  county  of  Preble*,  near  the  sources 
e  'rwe<>ti.  He  returned  after  *even  or  ciglit  yearn,  no  un- 
ion spore  f'lr  a  pilfrimafe  to  Palestine,  and  found  liia 
r  had  nut  bef  n  lonely  in  hi*  afoeenee,  the  lady  liavinr  beon 
L-d  by  lli»  arrival  of  a  *lraneer.  (of  whose  afiproaeh  slie 
five  ili«  U-*t  arciMint  of  any  one,)  who  hunx  on  her  «kin*. 

ailed  her  mammy,  and  wa*  just  s'jrh  a*  tlie  banm  would 
loafed  io><all  his  Mon,  bat  that  lieeiwld  by  no  mean*  make 
;e  enrrr^ptrfid.  aerxirninir  to  the  doctrine  of  civilians,  with 
en  d<;|Nirlure  fur  Pale*line.  He  applied  lo  hi*  wife,  there- 
'or  ftie  wiUiiion  of  this  dilemma.  Tlie  lady,  after  many 
t  of  tean.  whioh  ulie  had  re«erved  for  tlte  occasion,  in- 
d  ttie  honeat  centleman,  tliat,  walking  one  day  alone  by 
inks  of  the  infant  river,  a  human  form  arose  fhim  a  deep 
«fill  known  and  remind  Tweed-pool,  who  deifned  to  in- 
her  that  he  was  tlin  tutelar  fcnius  of  the  stream,  and, 
r.  maifrr,  beraoM  tlie  fktiier  or  the  sturdy  feUow,  wlioee 
ranre  lia/l  no  much  surfirised  liar  husband.  This  story, 
rer  suitaltio  lo  Paean  times,  would  have  met  witli  full 
nee  from  f**w  of  the  baron'*  contemporaries,  but  tlie  wife 
'uunir  and  beaut iHil,  the  husband  old  and  in  his  dotaite  ; 
imily  nil**  Fraeeni,  it  isbeliewid)  were  (wwerftil  and  war- 
lud  till*  iMiron  had  had  flrlitinf  enough  in  the  holy  wan. 
ivent  wiis,  that  lie  believed,  or  seemed  to  believe,  the  tale, 
nnain**d  rontenird  with  the  child  with  whom  his  wife 
he  Twri-d  had  fencrou«ly  preeented  him.  Ttie  only  cir- 
tanee  whirh  prMKrved  tlie  memory  of  the  incident  was. 
he  youth  n>tain*-«l  the  name  of  Tweed,  or  Twee<lie.  Tlie 
I,  meanwliili'.  could  not,  a*  tlie  old  Rc^itch  sonf  My*, 
•p  tlie  rrndlf  rowing."  and  the  Tweed  apfKtrently  thought 
latural  %on  wa*  family  enough  for  a  derent  Prfubyterian 
;  and  Ml  little  gall  had  the  baron  in  hi*  eoiniNMitiim,  that 
IV  bnid  a{»  tlie  yiiung  Tweed  a*  hi*  heir  while  lie  iiv  'd,  lie 
iim  in  that  ra{*inty  when  he  died,  and  the  son  of  tlie  ri- 
nd founiU'd  tlie  family  of  nrummelxier  and  otiiers,  fhnn 

■  liav«  AowmI.  in  tlie  phnue  of  tlm  Ettiiek  Bbctibenl, 
■f  A  havs  ftllow,  nd  aunjr  a  buU  teL'« 


The  tale  of  the  noble  Moringer  is  aoroewhat  of  the  same  na- 
nre— it  exists  in  a  collerlion  of  German  popular  song*,  entitled, 
fttmmlanc  Oentschen  Volkslieder.  Berlin,  1807;  publiiilied  by 
Mewra.  Busching  and  Von  der  Hagen.  The  song  i*  supposed 
to  be  extracted  from  a  manusrript  chronicle  of  Nicola*  Tho- 
mcnn.  chaplain  to  St.  Leonard  in  Wiciiiienhom.  and  dxied  I5U. 
The  ballad,  whirh  is  popular  in  Oeniiany.  it  supp<ised,  from 
the  language,  to  liavo  been  composed  in  the  fifteenth  century. 
The  Noble  Monngfr,  a  powerful  baron  of  Germany,  about  to 
set  out  on  a  pilgrimage  to  tlie  land  of  St.  Thomas,  with  the  ge- 
ography of  wtiich  wa  are  not  made  acquainted,  resolve*  to  com- 
mit hia  eastJe,  dominions,  and  lady,  to  the  vasMi  who  alioutd 
pledge  him  to  keep  watch  over  tliem  till  tlie  seven  year*  of  hia 
pitgrima^^  wert.  accomplished.  His  rliamberlain,  an  elderly 
and  a  cautious  man,  declinea  the  tnisi,  obeerving,  Uiat  seii«a 
days,  instead  of  seven  yean,  would  be  the  utmost  spaee  to  whieh 
he  would  consent  to  iiledge  himaelf  for  the  fidelity  of  any  wo- 
man. The  esiiuira  of  the  Noble  Mnnnger  confidently  aeeapca 
llie  trust  refiised  by  tiie  ciiamberlain,  and  the  baron  deuaru  on 
hia  pilgrimage.  The  seven  fcara  are  now  elap*ed,  all  mft  a 
single  day  and  night,  wlien,  behold,  a  viaion  descends  oo  tha 
uobie  pilgrim  as  ha  sleep*  in  the  land  of  tiie  stranger. 

"  It  WSJ  the  nutU  Muringtr  widiin  mi  orcliani  slcei, 

Wiwn  on  the  B«ron'»  ■lamt>vriiig  teaw  s  iMidiiix  vbion  civpt, 

AvA.  whtapired  in  tiM  car  s  voiee,  *  Tm  tine,  Mr  Knight,  to  waJ 

Thy  iMly  siNlthy  b«itagc " " 

"•Thy 

AiA 

Afid._ 

Thli  Bight,  within  thy 


The  Moringer  tUrtc  mp  and  prayt  to  hi*  fialron  8t  Thoaiaa. 
9  fescue  him  fhim  tlie  impendinc  shame,  which  his  devotun 
to  hi*  patron  had  placed  him  in  danger  of  incumnc.    St.  Tho- 


I,  who  must  have  felt  the  justice  of  Uie  imputation,  perAimM 
a  miracle.    The  Moringer'*  aense*  were  drenched  in  oblivion, 
and  wlicn  he  waked  he  lay  in  a  well-known  spot  of  his  own  do- 
main ;  on  hi*  ngiit  ttie  Castle  of  hi*  ftithun,  and  on  hi*  led  tha 
mill,  whieli,  as  usual,  wa*  built  wot  far  distant  from  the  CasUai 
"  He  leaned  upon  hia  pilxrim'i  kUlT,  end  to  tht  mill  he  drew— 
■b  altered  wai  hit  coodly  form  Ihal  mnv  ih^ir  mail«r  kaew. 
The  baroa  to  the  miller  kaitl,  '  Good  frteod.  for  charily. 
Tell  a  pwor  pilgrim,  in  your  laud,  what  udinga  may  ihKra  be  V 
"  The  miller  anewered  him  again—'  He  I  new  of  litile  news, 
Save  thai  the  ImIt  of  the  land  diil  a  new  Inidegroom  ehooee  | 
Her  hatband  diod  in  dieUnt  land,  tneh  i«  the  conilaiit  word. 
Ilia  death  ijta  heavy  on  our  aoula,  he  waa  a  wortliy  lord. 
•• '  Of  him  I  held  the  little  mill,  whkh  wina  me  IWing  rrre— 
God  rvat  the  baron  in  hia  grave,  he  aye  «a«  liind  to  ma  f 
And  when  He  Martin's  tide  rnraes  nntnd,  aiHl  miller*  Uke  their  toll. 
The  priest  thatprayi  fwr  Muriugcr  ahall  have  both  cupa  and  stole.* " 


The  baron  proceed*  to  the  Castle  catc,  whieh  ia  bolted  to 
prevent  intrusion,  while  (he  inaideof  the  maimioa  runguritli 
preparation*  for  tlie  marriage  of  the  lady.  Tlie  pilgrim  prayed 
the  porter  for  entranoo.  oonjaring  him  by  hia  own  raflerinfi, 
and  for  the  Mke  of  tlie  late  Mnrmger ;  by  the  ordara  of  hie  Inir, 
tlie  warder  gave  him  admittance. 

"  Then  up  the  hall  paced  Mnrinrer,  bli  ilep  wat  aad  and  alow ; 

It  lat  fall  heavy  on  kla  heart,  none  teemed  their  lord  lo  know. 

He  aai  him  on  a  lowly  heneh,  opprvaMxl  with  wo  and  wrong ; 

Short  whUa  bs  nt,  but  ne'er  to  him  aaeiiied  little  apao*  lo  long. 

"  Now  ipent  waa  day,  and  feawlng  n'rr,  and  cnmc  waa  evening  hear 

The  tine  waa  nigh  whan  new  made  hri«laa  retire  to  nuptial  hower. 

*  Oar  Caaile'a  woal,'  a  bride's  man  aahl, '  hath  beea  both  tarn  and  leaf 

No  gueat  to  harbour  le  oar  halli  (ill  be  ahall  chant  a  aoBg.'  " 

When  thus  called  upon,  the  dugnised  baron  rang  the  followh 
ing  melancholy  ditty  :— 
••  •  Chill  flowt  the  lay  uf  froaen  age,'  'twat  ihua  the  pilgrim  snag 
'  Nor  Rolden  meed,  iwt  garinent  guy,  unlocks  his  heavy  longnai. 
Onee  dkl  I  lit.  thoa  tridexriKHn  xay,  at  (mmhI  as  rich  aa  thine. 
And  by  my  aide  as  fair  a  bride,  with  all  her  charma,  was  mine. 
"  *  But  time  irared  furrows  on  my  face,  and  I  grew  aliver-haired, 
For  lok-ks  of  brown  aihl  cheeks  ofjouih.  she  left  this  brow  and  beaitf* 
One*  rich,  b«(  now  a  palmer  poor,  1  tread  lil'e's  laust  stage, 
Aud  mingle  with  your  bridal  mirth  tlic  lay  of  froien  age.'  " 

The  lady,  moved  at  tlie  doleAil  recollectioo*  which  the  palm- 
er** sooff  recalled,  seat  to  him  a  cup  of  wine.    The  palmer,  ha- 
ving exlMUitted  the  goblet,  rp>Uinied  it,  and  having  Ant  dropped 
in  the  rup  his  nuptial  ring,  requested  tlie  lady  lo  pledge  liar  va- 
nerable  gueet. 
*•  The  rine  halh  eaaxhi  the  ladv's  eya,  she  views  it  rioae  and  near. 
Than  snichi  yuu  hr«r  her  shnek  aluud,  '  The  Mormxer  is  here  I' 
Tlien  might  you  see  her  s;art  fruni  seal,  while  (ears  in  tocrcnU  fall, 
But  if  ahe  wept  for  Jny  or  woe,  the  Uilics  brst  can  tell. 
■*  Pull  load  ahe  ntlered  thanks  lo  Heaven,  and  everr  saintly  power 
That  had  restored  the  M'tringer  before  the  midnishi  hour  ; 
Awl  loud  she  uttrr-^  vow  on  vuw.  th^t  never  was  there  bride, 
That  hsul  Ilka  her  prea^rvvJ  lirr  troth,  or  been  so  sorely  tried. 
"  '  Yea,  here  f  claim  ihc  praise,'  she  aaid,  *  to  constant  mMiraeadae, 
Who  heep  'Jie  troth  thai  they  have  phffht  wi  steadfastly  aiNl  true ; 
For  eount  the  term  howa'er  you  will,  au  that  yon  count  aright, 
Biaeii  tweieemcnlbe  and  a  day  are  out  when  beUs  tell  twelve  ie«l^k 


INTRODUCTION  TO  THE  BETROTHED. 


•  \tr  ^'fih  ,Ll1-i    lniic>itlf  ^PJlki  *»T  I>*n4fl,"  llii<-H  ■irlv  l1ir»..r.J.  hr  Hki!', 

'  Tlrtii  fjlf^  ny  li«rt,  llijr  if**»ji'B  ••  L-rd,  AHUi  ulr  ['y  ^uMal'dlivAuL  i 

^'  Tfe*  M'^k  Mi*(fl-rr  h*  imilrj,  ai^I  ih«t  iJchj  1  tltil  nj , 

*  Hi'  (dtiluTk  ifeifiiunL  (}iiiL  fijnf\  fi«ni4J  ■''f^  II I  *  ^t^  fni  I  iulB>  irpd  ■  Awf  ; 

1  siTi-  hrr  IriJ-  iLr  'jTi.J^  >'iiu  1vj«,  ■Ihl  HJiliir  llrr  L,ir  Jnj'  lii^tr- 


WlKi»^  hHii  VAt  krpi  ml  t.  fin  *1(.|:  HJf  •rt  Iprff,  .-lil-,!!^  wHf  Ufhl  j    [4, 111, 

tfLLhlF-impi  nil  Hi*'  «'^rkr  tiuj  l>|*i  itf*-''!  uUy  r^iHt  Jf*lp, 

l'Wli;i4l  J  riJ'Pwai:  I'tLirfnit  inl.-,  1  om^  a  ij^y  luj  j^ip  '  "^ 

Tiicrr  it  aI«o,  is  ttkr  heli  Af1il  nf  rirmian  rufiiaonr,  Anntlwr 
pdition  i^r  llu^  Mi'TT,  wEiirti  Ilri  bnrTi  i'irnii:rti-d  ijj^  31,  Tiecli 
Cwtl<)«*f  Inlnmrii  uf  tJlAI  Viint  liavp  biHrll  ■m  n-DiBurkntaliL'')  mtu  Tlir 
HitUtfCl  'tf  OiM  iiT  Ijift  micbftnriB  clramiiii.  li  it^  UitVkfkft,  unitu- 
c»iArv  iii  (I'-rAil  il,  a«  tlir  vrpH'iiL  kiiihctr  iduiiiL-d  Wit  j(V-ii  uf 

HiiiJtNliiilLiifiilil  LlLriraii^iuEk-liimoi  uf  On-  Ikiiiilvk^rKrad«Uaifrlit 
ntiw  |iTi^*i*if?d  Uf  lli*^iT  d^'f^HiniliiU*  wi  [li«  fSfnuilr  nd<^,  II il- 
Ertf  Ip  oC  Bill  TB  rni.^i,  Tl  if  ■■  f  1  rx  pn'*  tijf  rp«-n  t'  i1 1^"  i  n  h  T  of  1 1  la  %  u- 
bb-  MunnLvr,  EHily  rJ'ti^ro  ■(•  nu  mtnitlf*  uf  S[-  TlturuA*  tu  rfliurk 
ttii!  heller  I  kf  ir-Hpd  FrarimriitL^,  J  urn  urn  nil  h?*!,  Ii>  irr  iti-Jpii- 
rir!nii4,  iiif?  turd  mid  lady  at  HnivUUtiil,  lu  iviiitthv  MJvwmi 
eiiFK«t  Inam  tJt^  fumit>  ^ni-alnirjr. 

S!r  flUn  BratsJwflDe  "-ill  wj^abf  U  ^autrtUiiTnH 
Sone  10  ^r  fobn  Uws  ^  7:SfiU  r)Utt  of  JUuflli 
urcfll  Ufluclki'  anti  B       J  >'  una  lif  ?lj.i  aftc  a  riU 

iiC  tills  i¥lat)rLl  Is  a  ?tdrp  bi?  ttanrtron  or  untnitfll 
bnrfT?  ttiat  fn  ^i^rorirrnmBiraDsliiiat'a  absrncr 
LtoCtittt  lu  frarri  aliM^  lit  tljf  tnaic&i  siic  mai  cltli  a 
totlrlj  fel.  JSrUI-'riiramrrtortilrittr  fvom  m  bwtes 
came  rn  a  tJalmtrs  bablt  amona^t  tlii  ^aoire  to 

fabtouuH  tfr  Cormtr  ttnsbnnU  tofpu  toe  totkb  tt»e 

maUf  bim  stlfc  Bitatwue  to  t»Is  £riinaiit«  in  tort 
SKice  m  M  tit^  but  niarr  to  Nctutort  ^Tittt  Sr 
Ill^riLUm  DU mooter  bfm  anH  9luc  btm.  Cb^  xafD 
Bamc  fHaUcU  tKW  ciiloonrt  bjiftrt  toiifcssor  to 

tout  a  III)  barf  Uafl'b  to  a  Crosse  uec  tft?(aaii  Eroin 
tbt  baiib^  U)[lm  ^e  UuelV  AT  (9  callt^  IKatrb  £  to 
IbEiS  ftafj  *f  tlrr  miiTTiimcnt  Ejjes  in  toluaii 
Cbdrcb  as  50U  su  tb«  l^omu  _     _ 

an:  Bom:  1316. 


Ttwre  wprt  misnT  Tptlira  inHiod  HiifhliaM^  btflh  of  the 
Citlmlic  p>«na nrMi  uf  ihn  Lndf  Mnbol.  ajicTiir  (tin  tiKlanch^lr 
mnHclion  m  imrfrutan  i/ic  wtiolo  tii^UHr  wai  wirl>in  the 
memorrtif  man  |Htriray^  uinjn  a  ffla**  tiir>dsiw  in  ilir  i»d. 
wiwf0  iinn^rLunbti!)^  it  hftri  n<»l  tn^ti  |)iv>ierv!}d.  Mitb'a  Trcm  !>• 
■till  flttant.     An  nM  decaf iHJ  buildin?  i«  fuiJ  Eo  liavi;  Uxa  Lltf 

KlarQ  whT^  Cli'<  Ladr  Mab"!  vrairundi'mni'd  rn  rrnLTp^r  p^nanri^. 
f  wailtmir  hii'tlt4<r  fnim  Ui^ii^hnil  bftreiTootn!!  ami  bArciPBcad 
ftir  tha  p»:r6)nntuire  ipf  trnr  dfttrolionH.  TliM  relir,  t"  wlmrh  tkn 
Atiitrjiit^tt  m  ciiriHTiDK  it  nnpi^vt:'!^  ill  Tiaw  unrurtun^ii^^j  ruinoiij. 
Tiwi  ait'i  wjiilf wRPh,  urt)  *  Mr  Ruhif.  havfl  fi]togct>'n^r  d<fkre(t 
f tiS  ttncHK  uf  Uki  krkJrlit  and  liuJ]mn  thi^  Lvm])  'I'lic  |harti(<ii- 
1  in  3£f.  Etobf'i  TrulJlJuiU  of  Loneubin  *  fa 


Hhirh  the  rmidi^r  m  rf  rerrrd  for  flirlherpiirtiraTar*.  fl  dnaatl 
R|i|M«iir  thai  Sir  Wiltium  Hrad»hai;h  wan  irrpphrabljr  nflkaM 
NirniiHl  rliv  Niii  hnnty  Liiity  Mntwl, iilrii<MJ;rli  hf  (•■rUiinlr )>hb«c4 
liitiii^ll'ur  a  iiion-  lA-ry  nioulil  iluiii  ih»:  Sroiti>t:  aiid  bemu 
baruiii  uiioMi-re  heriM-t  of  the  furiiirr  IiUm.  TIi*  trkditioa, 
wliifii  tlH)  autliiir  know  trry  curly  in  lift.*,  wim  luld  to  turn  br 
till*  in!!'  I.iid)  Italnirrnn.  i-I»  wasi  mi  niufli  utrurk  » itli  it.  tha* 
\m\uj:  ut  that  tiiiM*  i<ri>rii«>  iif  U'Kfiidnry  lurv,  hr  iihKritiJar 
tlit>  idiai»i  4ir  a  iiiiti.-  t-i  Wa\Krlt:),*  liw  nrrt  »(  In*  nimaniwaf 
iHiKNiM.  Had  li«*  tlim  kiiuHii,  tu  tie  now  diN!«,  tlic  \aliMof  ar^ 
a  Niiiry,  il  m  liki-ly  ihiii.  an  dinK't«^  in  ihf  iniBiitabh*  reoaiH 
for  iiiokiiic  nn  epii'  rHivm,  pn-NfrvMl  in  tliu  Ciunrdian.  Ik  woiM 
liavi.'  ktfpt  it  fur  Home  I'ulura  opportunity 

An,  liowettr,  tliti  tak  liad  not  been  compleipiy  told,  and  «■ 
a  v*;ry  inti;m»lii)f  oiie,  and  bji  ll  wa*  nuifk-iviilly  itilcrwrw 
with  ilitf  I  rupAdcrt.  flip  wan  iMtwfpn  liws  U>t»li  and  tlitN» 
mail  lord*  of  tlw  Mnrrlieri  wme  ■elected  ai«  a  pi-rind  nhatal 
Tri^iomi  miirht  b<'  taken  willi  Um  utricl  trii'ti  ut'  limtory  vift- 
out  fncotiiiipnnit  any  wpll  known  fact,  which  nurhi  rcndprlki 
nnrnitivn  iiniiruimblc.  Purhapn,  lionevor,  the  period  wkicll 
viiiilicntCM  IIm)  |ir<il)Bbility  of  tlm  uio,  will,  with  ita  •aniai 
mimi^rp,  Ite  bent  found  dcMvibed  in  Um  follow inc  yunttii 
GrytTi  th  Ap  Kdwin'»  war*. 

"  'I  liiNpriiii?<t.  in  roojiinclion  with  Alp«r,Eiiil  of  Cheater,^ 
had  lH-<n  biiniplied  from  Bnirtaiid  aa  a  irailor,  in  ilia  mpd 
rdwiinl  thf  Cunfi'MMir,  marched  into  HNufordKhin*  and  wmM 
nil  thill  Iprtiler.iuntry  with  lire  and  aword.  lo  rvvpii^  thrdMt 
of  lii»  brtiilior  Klieeii,  wluiae  liMd  had  bp«n  liniuxht  toEd«ari 
III  iiurHUiincc  of  au  order  iM*ut  by  that  Kine  on  account  of  ttl 
d»|'r«:datiiin«  which  In*  had  coinmilird  acninyf  tint  KngliriiH 
till*  iMintcrri.  To  «tnp  lhc«c  mvaeMM  iIip  Kurl  of  H*-ne(oi6,  vki 
wn«  nuphew  lo  Kdwnrd,  advanntd  with  tin  nrmy,  not  of  Bii 
lish  hIoiii;,  Imji  of  mercriiary  Mornuuu  and  French.  wiMMi  ■ 
had  cnieriuiwil  in  hia  n>r%ice,  arftiiut  Gryifyih  and  Aifar.  ■ 
mill  them  near  Hereford,  and  olfrred  them  haiiie.  whieh  lb 
Welsh  monarcii,  who  had  won  Ave  pitch«;d  balMea  twfum,  IB 
never  had  fouftht  without  coii(|uennf,  joyfully  arr^pfrd.  Tk 
enri  imd  conimaiHlpd  hm  Enicluh  form  to  lirht  on  lioratbari 
in  imitniion  of  the  Moreianii,  afainut  ilipir  uiiiMl  cutftoa;  ti 
th«  Widiiii  makinf  •  furir»u<  ind  dmiirraie  charire,  that  imUi 
!  man  himMlf,  and  llie  fortsicn  cavalry  led  by  him.  wpre  ao  dan! 
ed  at  the  view  of  I  lien,  thatttuty  Hhami^fuily  ited  withnat  flrii 
in<  :  which  bemir  Men  by  !he  Eii^ifh,  tiiey  .tim  tw«ed  Mi 
)>ai:kii  on  the  cnoniy.  who,  navinf  killed  or  wiiundird  a*  Ma 
of  tlicni  BN  thpy  could  coni«>  up  wiUi  in  their  ilirhr,  entefcdir 
uinpimnily  into  Men;ford,  viHiilod  and  ftrml  the  eity.  iMtdlJl 
walin  lo  the  irround.  ulaujrhlered  »oine  of  the  ciri/eii«,  k-diMi 
nf  them  raplive.  and  (lo  U)«  the  wordu  of  the  M'eUli  Chwaidi 
leO  mitliinr  in  Hm*  town  l>ut  blond  and  a«h«M.  AtHer  IbiiH 
ploit  they  immediately  returned  into  Wales,  umtoubledly  tu 
a  iicdirn  of  twcuruiK  itieir  itrimMiera,  and  the  rich  plwidcffAi 
had  rAiiivd.  The  Kins  of  Rnirtand  lieniupoii  commaiHMIi 
Harold  to  collecl  a  irrvat  amiy  fnmt  all  iiartj<  of  the  kitifdH 
and  AMionihiinc  them  at  (iloueetiler,  advanrvd  from  tlieietl 
invade  the  dominions  of  (iryffyih  in  North  Wale*.  H§  p 
foruHid  hK  order*,  and  penetrated  into  thai  country  wilbM 
re»iiitancA  fnmi  the  Welah  ;  Gr>-tryth  and  Alrar  reliriaf  M 
ioMio  |iarii  of  Hoiith  Wale*.  W*|iat  were  their  rfunm  % 
thi*  conduct  we  an;  not  well  informed;  imr  why  HaraMA 
not  purAie  hin  ncivaniase  afain«t  them  :  hut  it  apiicam  tti 
he  Ihouicht  il  more  iidviHable  at  thi«  tune  to  treat  with,  ttl 
Mibdue,  them ;  for  he  left  North  Walon,  and  employed  Mi 
•elf  in  mbuiidinf  the  wall*  of  Hereroni,  wInUi  nefoiitiNi 
werv  carrying  on  with  (iryfTylh,  which  ptMm  after  prodMi 
ilie  r(!«ti:mtion  of  Alcar.  and  a  peace  with  th.ir  kinf,  notv* 
honourable  to  Knclnnd,  a«  he  niadi'  no  Mtisfuctino  fbr  fl 
miiichief  he  had  dime  in  lite  war,  nor  any  HuhmiMioM  itli 
ward.  Harold  must  douhtlctf  Iui\t  had  *i>ni>-  private aodH 
ciblp  motivpa  to  conclude  mipIi  a  treaty.  TIm^  vr;ry  neit  ffi 
tlie  Weliih  monarch.  u|M>n  what  rjUHrrol  we  know  not.  ■•■ 
now  incursion  into  Kncland,  and  killed  the  Bi>ho|i  of  Henft* 
the  aheriiTof  the  county,  and  many  mom  of  the  KnclialuM 
ecclemaKticii  and  laymen.  Edward  was  couiiiiu>lled  bylonli 
■nd  Leofrink,  Earl  of  Mercin.  to  make  pea<*e  with  hin  r^ 
which  he  aaam  bn>ke  :  nor  could  he  be  restrained  by  any  ■ 
from  llicM.'  barhan>Uri  inn>adii,  ht^fon:  tlie  jrear  one  IIhiih 
,  fiiity-tiiree:  when  Edward,  whow  iiatieiice  xnd  pacidcdiiy 
vilittn  had  been  too  much  abused.  coDimiMiumul  Ilaruld  111 
aemble  tlie  whole  utrunirth  nf  the  kinvdom.  nnd  make  war  W 
him  in  hiit  own  country,  till  he  had  subdued  or  dvwtroyed  M 
That^neral  aettil  ao  vifomudly,  and  with  liO  much  ultril 
that  he  h  id  like  to  luive  i>ar|iriNe<i  him  in  hi*  palace :  bit  ji 
before  the  Entrlinh  foree«  arrived  at  hia  fate,  hatinc  noliei 
the  daiimr  that  Uirmtened  him.  and  Keinir  no  other  neat 
Hafety,  he  threw  him*vif  with  a  few  of  hui  houfiehold  into* 
of  hi*  Bhi|if,  which  hap(iened  at  the  in*trfnt  to  l-e  reedy  loa 
an>«  |iUt  to  neA."— LVTrucTON'tt  HUt.  nf  England,  vol.  ii.  p^  ■ 
Tliu  |MiM-Mre  will  be  found  to  bear  a  ceiM-ral  reaomUaMi 
tlie  tictitioua  tale  told  in  tlie  Romaooe. 

•  A  TtTT  fU««nt  work.  S  toU.  18».    By  J.  Roby,  M  B.  1.  L 
1  Wawliy,  Chap.  if.  p.  Hi,  and  nela. 


INTRODUCTION. 


MINUTES 

V  mnVNT  OP  A  OBItSRAL  MBKTINQ  OF  THE  SRAm-HOLDEBS 
MhllONIMO  TO  FORM  A  JOIMT-BTOCK  COMPANY,  I'NITEll  FOR 
m  mWOf  B  OF  WKITINO  AND  PrBr.l8HLVn  THB  CLASS  OF 
WOIKJI  CALLKU  THB  WAVBRf.BT  NOVBU),   HELD  IN  THB  WA- 

niUiOO  TAVBHN,  KBGBMT'a  BHiDOB,  Edinburgh,  1st  June.  I9sa. 


jTm  rMder  mu»t  hnv«  remRrked.  that  the  variouR  editioni 
M  the  iiroceediorii  nt  ihtH  meeting  werp  givtMi  in  tlie  public  pa 
pin.  with  rather  mon  than  nmnl  liiaccurarjr.  Thr  cauK  uf 
thia  wan  no  ill-timed  di'lienr.y  on  the  porl  of  the  ^mtienMrn  of 
the  prrvi  tii  aw.'r!  ilieir  privilefe  of  uni venal  prrwnoe  wli«;rcver 
I  few  BKintt  to^llier.  and  to  Romniit  tu  tlie  public  prints  wliat- 
HOT  may  tlien  and  tlieiv  paM  of  tlie  rnoni  pri^aio  imturp.  Bui 
nry  mnuBal  and  arbitrary  nMtliod«  wore  r^Mrted  to  on  the  pm- 
■■t  ocoMioD  to  pn*^-«Mit  the  reiH»rten  otinf  a  rirlit  which  i« 
pBcmlly  conceded  tu  tliem  byafniMt  all  meetinir*,  wlMtthur  of  ^ 
ipalitiod  or  ronimercial  rtiMcription.  0«r  own  report4>r,  in- 
iaed,  was  bold  enough  to  ferrvte  himaelf  under  the  decr«9tary'f 
laMa,  Bad  wan  not  diicovenMi  till  tlie  meefinc  was  well  nifrli 
■vw.  We  are  wirry  tn  lay,  he  Mflf^red  much  in  perwun  from 
iBia  and  Inea.  and  l%vo  or  tlirve  prinripal  pafM  were  torn  out 
■f  his  BolR-buolc,  which  occasionii  hii  report  to  break  ofT  ab- 
nnlly.  We  cannot  but  eooaider  this  behaviour  as  mora  (larii- 
iMriy  illiberal  on  the  part  of  men  who  are  ilierot«lveH  a  kind 
bT  fMtlenen  of  the  prees ;  and  they  ouftht  to  consider  tliem- 
■hM  as  ftirtufMte  that  the  mimsed  nimrter  has  soui^ht  no 

ice  than  trom  the  tone  of  acidity  with  which  he 

his  aeeounl  of  their  vtoottdins».—Ediiiburgk 


.1 


A  Mbbtino  of  the  fentlemen  and  othen  interpsteo  in  the  oe- 
MlBtod  publications  called  the  Waverley  Novels,  havinf  been 
Briiad  by  public  udvertisemeut,  the  siame  was  lespectabljr  attend- 
•Ikr  various  littfrary  characters  of  eminence.  And  it  beinfin  tlie  ' 
Wl  plaoe  understiMid  tliat  individuals  were  to  be  denoniinaled 
kg  the  oaawa  aamffoed  to  them  in  tlie  publications  in  ooeiition, 
Ika  EidoMin.  or  iina«H  of  the  auUior,  was  unanimousiy  called 
H  Ihs  cliair,  and  Jonattian  Utdbuck,  Eki.  of  Mookbarns,  was 
WgiHni  Id  act  aa  .Secretary. 

The  Pmas  Uieo  addmsed  tlie  meeting  to  tlie  followuf  pur- 

"  Gbntlbmin, 

**  I  need  aearco  nnnind  70a,  that  we  have  a  joint  intnmt  in 
Htvaluabla  property  whicli  has  accumulated  under  our  com- 
MB  laboura.  While  the  public  have  been  idly  enirafed  in 
sptiftwf  to  one  individual  or  another  tlie  immeime  masn  of  va- 
HBis  matter  which  thn  hUKiurs  of  many  had  accumuiatr-d,  you, 
fWliemen,  well  kmiw,  tliat  every  person  in  tliis  numerous  as- 
Hably  haa  had  his  siiare  in  the  honours  and  proilisof  uurcoin- 
awB  Rocoeep.  It  h,  indeed,  to  me  a  mystery  how  the  niiarp- 
liflMBd  could  suppose  so  liofe  a  mass  of  sense  and  nonsense, 
MBod  eamoet,  humorous  and  patlielic,  «ood,  bad.  and  iiidif 
■Mil,  arouualinr  to  veoras  of  volumes,  could  be  the  work  of 
•Mhand.  wlien  we  know  ilie  doctrine  so  well  laid  down  by 
dM  MBiortal  Adam  Smith,  conoominf  tlie  division  of  lab«Nir 
Vara  those  who  entertained  an  opinion  mi  straugn,  not  wise 
MWlh  to  know  that  it  requires  twenty  pairs  of  hands  to  make 
Bihiaf  so  trillifif  as  a  pin— twenty  couple  of  dogs  to  kill  an 
iBiflMrao  insigniucaiit  as  a  fox  T" 

"  Hout.  man !"  said  a  stout  countrymao,  "I  have  a  rrew 
Hieh  at  hame  will  worry  the  best  tod  ui  Pomoragrains,  befun? 
yt  taoli  say  dumpling." 

"Who  if  lliat  person  1*'  said  the  Preses,  with  aoow  warmths 
■  ft appeared  tons. 

"  A  son  of  D«ndy  ninmont's,'*  answered  the  unabashed  rastic. 
"God,  y«  may  mind  him,  I  think  i—ane  o'  the  be*i  in  your 
M^U,  I  reckon.  And,  ye  aee,  I  am  come  intii  the  farm,  anc^ 
■Brba  Bomediing  mair,  and  a  wlieen  siiares  in  this  buik-tradu 

■'Well,  well,*'  replied  the  Preses.  "  peace,  I  pray  thee,  peace. 
— OenUemen,  wht-n  thus  interruple<l,  I  was  on  the  point  of  in 
Mdocing  the  buitinessuf  this  meeting,  being,  as  is  known  to 
of  yoa.  Uie  discussion  of  a  prop<isition  now  on  your  table. 


lion  of  a  piece  of  machinery  to  perform  the  work  of  the  laini 
titv** ;  but  wlii'ii  It  witHflxliiliited  before  his  honour  the  burgo- 
fnaslm,  it  had  the  inronvenienot!  of  licaiing  the  Hmnotliing- 
ironii  r<'d  hut:  Kxceptins  wliinU,  the  cx|N.'rimenl  was  entirely 
■atisrnrNiry.    He  will  beroine  us  rich  as  a  Jew." 

"  Well."  lidded  Mr.  Otdbiick,  "if  the  ricouiidrel" 

"HcouiKlmi,  Mr.  Ui'ilmrk."  liaid  the  Prvttt^,  "is  a  most im* 
im>mlv  fxprp*«ion,  niid  1  mii^l  call  you  to  order.  Mr.  Douater- 
■wivel  is  only  nn  orrenlrin  gi>niu9." 

'*  Freriy  niucli  llio  wime  in  tho  fJrw>k,"  mutlnred  Mr.  Old- 
buck  :  nm\  iiicn  caid  aloud,  "  and  if  this  ucn^ntric  peiiius  liaa 
work  enouffh  m  ^iiireinp  tlie  Dutchman's  linen,  what  the  devil 
lias  Iw  to  do  litre  T" 

"  Why,  lie  is  of  opinion,  that  at  thn  expend  of  n  little  me- 
Rluiniiini,  some  unrt  of  the  labour  of  composing  thene  novels 
uiirlit  bi!  sn*ed  by  the  use  of  rteam." 

There  was  a  murmnr  of  disapprobation  at  this  proporal,  and 
rhe  wordu,  "  Blown  up,"  and  **  Bread  taken  out  of  our  moutlis ;" 
:md  "  Tlmy  niirht  as  well  construct  a  stram  parnoii,"  wera 
whisfiored.  And  it  M'as  not  without  r«-|)eated  calls  to  o|tler, 
(hat  tlie  Preses  obtained  an  opportunity  of  resuming  hu  ad- 
dress. 

"  Onler  I— Order  I  Pmy,  support  the  chair  1  Hear,  hoar,  hear 
the  chair!" 

"  Qentlrmen,  it  i^  to  be  premised,  thst  this  mechanical  ope- 
ration can  only  apply  to  those  parts  of  the  narrative  which  art 
at  present  c4imi)(Med  out  of  commonplaces,  such  as  tlie  love- 
iiiceehes  of  the  hero,  the  description  of  the  h<>niine's  iterson, 
(he  moral  nbsc-rvalioiis  of  all  sorts,  and  tlie  disinbution  of  hap- 
pinew  at  the  conclusion  of  the  piece.  Mr  Donsterswii-d  has 
sent  me  some  drawinpi,  which  go  (hr  tn  slinw.  that,  by  pladug 
tlie  words  and  plirases  terhnically  employed  on  tliPiie  subjects, 
in  a  sort  of  framework,  like  that  of  thf.  Hage  of  Lapura,  and 
changing  tliem  by  surli  a  mechanical  prooeiiN  hs  that  hy  which 
weavers  of  damask  alter  tiieir  patterns^  many  m'w  and  happy 
combinations  cannot  fail  to  occur,  while  the  author,  tintd  of 
pumping  his  own  brains,  may  have  an  agreeable  relaxation  in 
ttie  use  of  his  ftngeni." 

"  1  speak  ftw  information,  Mr.  Preses,"  said  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Lawrence  Templetoii :  "bat  I  am  inclined  to  suppose  the  late 
publication  of  Walladmnr  to  have  been  the  work  of  Douster- 
swix'el,  b»  the  help  of  tlie  steam-engine."* 

"  For  shame,  Mr.  Templeton,"  said  the  Preses :  "  tliere  are 
good  things  in  Walladmor,  1  assure  vou,  had  the  writer  known 
any  thing  about  th--.  country  in  which  Iw  laid  llie  scene." 

"  Or  had  lie  had  the  wit,  like  some  of  oiiTselv<>9,  to  lay  the 
scene  in  such  a  remote  or  distant  country  that  nobody  should 
be  able  to  hack  sperr»  him,"  said  Mr.  Olilbuck. 

"  Why,  as  to  that,"  said  the  Preses,  "  you  must  consider  the 
thing  was  rot  ufi  for  the  Oernmn  market,  w^iere  folks  ore  no 
better  judges  of  Welsh  msiiners  tlian  of  Welsli  rtw  "; 

"  1  make  it  my  prayer  ttiat  ttiis  be  not  fbuiid  ihe  fault  of  our 
own  next  venture,"  said  Dr.  Dryasdust,  pointimr  to  aoiiie  books 
which  Isy  on  thn  table.  "  I  ffr  the  maimers  expressKil  in  that 
'  Betrotlied'  of  ours,  will  scarce  meet  the  approbatitm  of  Ihe 
Cymmerodion;  I  Cfiuld  haw  wislied  that  Llliuyd  had  been 
looked  into— llwt  Powell  liad  been  consul  led— that  Lewis's 
History  had  been  quoted,  the  preliminoiy  dissertatious  partial* 
larly,  in  order  10  ri>-e  due  weight  to  tlie  work." 

"Weiglit!"  said  Captstn  Cluttmburk ;  "by  my  soul,  it  is 
hrnx-y  enough  siready.  I>octnr  " 

"  Hiicsk  to  the  chair,"  said  the  Pswes.  rather  peeviKhly. 

"To  tlie  chair,  tlifn,  1  say  it."  said  Cantoin  nuiterbtiiKt 
"  that  '  Tlte  Betrotlied'  is  heavy  enough  10  break  down  tha 
chair  of  John  ofGaunt,  or  Cador-Bdris  itself  I  muKt  add,  how- 
ever, that,  111  my  poor  mind,  'TtieTalisaMn'  goes  more  trip- 
pingly off  •« 

"  11  is  not  forme  to  speak."  said  the  worthy  minititer  of  Saint 
Ronan's  Weil ;  "but  yet  I  must  ny,  tliatboing so  longengaged 
upon  tlie  Biege  of  Plolemais,  my  work  ougtit  to  have  been 
brough*  out,  linmble  though  it  be,  before  any  otiier  upon  a  si- 
milar scSjoct  at  least " 

"  Yotti  tSiti^,  Parson  I"  said  Mr.  Oldbuck.  with  great  con- 
tempt ;  "  will  you  speak  of  your  paltry  prose-doin;rji  in  my  pre* 
senne,  who«R  rrcat  Historical  Poem,  m  tweity  hooks,  witli 
notes  in  pro)  ortion.  has  been  postiNincd  ad  Oraes-i  KatrndOM  V* 

Tlie  Preses.  wlio  appeared  to  suflbr  a  great  deal  during  this 
discussion,  now  spokB  with  dignity  and  determinntion.  "  Gen* 
tiemen,"  he  said^  "  this  sort  of  discussion  is  highly  irregular. 


Che  us  a  prrasiu  ntnndi  in  jmdicbi,  with  f 
aai  bnng  to  r^mviction  all  encniacliers  n 
vitais.  Ill  the  manner  therein  to  be  mad( 


«Ueh  I  my«rlf  had  the  honour  tu  suggoiit  at  laM  meeting,  •  There  is  a  question  before  yon.  and  10  that,  genilemi'ii.  I  must 
vaMsly.  tliat  we  do  apply  to  the  Legislature  for  an  Act  of  Par  1  coiifloe  your  attention.  Priority  of  puhlicatiim.  Ifi  mi'  rtfrnind 
tanent  in  urdinary.  to  ajisociale  us  into  a  ccuporate  bmly,  and  '  you.  gentleman,  is  always  rcfitrred  to  tlie  C 

-i . — J.  J-  j_jj-. :.^  ^11  pjm,^,  |„  proiecutt-    -'  —  ---' '-* — ' — ' '■  —•--—•■ 

snpon  our  exclusive  iiri 
!«,••.  u.«>  ».»>..r^.  ...<^.<r...  .u  u«i  made  and  provided.    Inn 

^f  from  the  ingenious  Mr.  Duusterswivel  wliich  I  liave  re 
aked" 

Climck,  warmly— "I  object  to  that  fellow's  name  beiop 
■eotioned  ;  lie  is  a  common  swindler " 

"FOr shame,  Mr.  Oldbuck," said  the  Preses,  "to  um  tuch 
Vrms  respecting  Uie  ingenious  inventor  of  the  great  |iatent  ms 
cbme  erected  at  Uruningen,  wlMre  they  put  in  raw  liemp  at  oiil- 
Bad  and  tak«  out  ruffled  shirts  at  the  oilier,  without  the  aid  ivr 
^Bekla  or  rippling-oorab,  loom,  shuttle,  or  weaver,  acissora, 
laiUi,  or  BBBawtiBBi.   Ub  bad  just  eoiiv>)el«d  it,  by  the  addi* 


,    _.  , ,  ?omniiiHT  «if  Criti- 

cism, whnf«  determination  on  such  subjerls  is  without  appeal 
1  declare  I  will  lea\-e  the  ciiair,  if  any  more  extraneous  matter 

*  A  Romance,  hy  thii  Anihor  of  WarvrUy,  havinf  hovn  txpeoCcd 
sbonl  thU  uuir  ml  thr  crrrt  coiuinfrcisl  in^ri  of  lilrmiiirv,  Ui«  Fair  of 
Lripyic.  .in  in^4ninuB  (tiillrniau  i>f  Urrmnnx,  fiintiiic  tItKi  iioiiv  Hrh 
spp«4rc<l.  wai  to  kiihl  »■  U»  w  ply  il»pUcf  wilh  s  worK,  iii  llirat  vv 
liiinm,  CHlleil  WalUJnior,  lo  whkli  lir  pr<fix<<l  liis  CItf  itikAn  aitd  ssr^ 
nam*  at  full  lenifih.  Tbe  ebaravirr  ut  Uiia  wurk  is  given  wiih  lolsrsbis 
fairiieM  in  the  irxX. 

t  Scottith  for  er(M»«s«mim  him. 

}Th«  ■!«  of  the  aiMiriil  Uriliih  !■  csllfd  crw  In  tbeir  native  l«A^a»:«>. 
This  was  aa  spiiuoauiimctSi^Y  «tt\«ivuB«4»mM)%^^\xwBA«  A^ 
autbK. 


INTRODUCTION. 

be  introdneed.^Anil  now.  cratlmn«n,  that  we  are  once  mora  i  But  thi*  T  will  ny,  that  timea  aiv  ao  modi  ehanfed  ■bewitMi^ 


in  firilnr,  I  wuui«l  wiih  lo  ham  «ome  fentleman  speak  ummi  tlii; 
<;.iH^!i<in,  wttriher.  aji  mwiiciatf^  to  rnrrjr  on  a  joint  stock  trade 
m  liriitioup  narraiiiT.  m  pnnip  ■nd  vtraM*.  we  iNislil  not  tii  be 
inc<*riN>raied  by  Art  of  KarliamiMii  I  Wliiit  «a/  vou,  gt>ntlefnea, 
to  !he  iT'iihtMl  1    VU  unUa/ortl0r.  it  an  olit  and  true  adai:?." 

•Soeietai  muter  iHvprJiariim.  w  a  lirocard  as  anrient  and  at 
TentablR,"  Mid  Olilbiirk,  u  till  ■nnnerf  dutcrmrn*^.  nii  rhu  oc- 
rajioii.  to  b«  pleaMd  with  no  pnipo»al  tliut  was  couDtcnaoced 
oy  the  chair. 

'•  Como.  Monkbams,"  laiid  the  Prese».  in  his  moiii  rnoxinf 
mannMr.  "you  hHve  iilu'liefl  the  iiionantic  inittitution*  defply, 
aad  know  ttiere  must  In>  a  anion  of  iicnmns  ami  taJeats  lo  do 
any  Uiinf  reapfctable.  and  attain  a  diM  aseem^ancc  ovkt  the 
spirit  of  tli^  arc.  Tret/aciuiu  eoUegiuu—it  ta«.ea  thiM  inonka 
U»  makf  ari»n%ent." 

"And  nnw  tailors  to  make  a  man,'*  n^tliod  Oldbuck,  nni  in 
tlM  least  soft«>iied  in  his  opposition :  "  a  quoialiun  as  much  to 
the  purpose  as  tlie  oilier.'* 

"Cimie,  com**."  mid  the  Prami,  'you  know  tlie  Prince  of 
Oran^  Mid  to  Mr.  dvymuur,  "  Witliout  an  association,  we  are 
a  nuie  of  Mnd.'" 

'■  1  know,"  replied  Oldhuck.  "  It  would  haw  been  as  seemly 
lint  nuNt!  of  lh>>  old  Imven  liad  been  disjilayed  on  this  occa- 
sion, thoaah  you  be  Um-  author  of  a  Jscobitn  novel.  I  know 
noihiaf  of  the  Prinoo  of  Uraiipe  aflnr  ItoS ;  bwi  1  luive  lieard  a 
pMd  dmi  of  the  immortal  William  tlie  Third." 

"  And,  lo  the  best  of  my  recollect i<m,"  snid  Mr.  Templeton, 
whistwrinf  Oldbuck.  "  it  wait  Seymour  made  tlie  remark  to  llw 
Prince,  not  the  Pnnre  to  Spymour.  But  this  is  a  specimen  of 
•ur  friend's  accuracy,  poor  flentleman :  Ho  trusts  too  murii  to 
his  memory  I  of  late  yeani— failing  fast,  sir- breaking  up." 

"  And  bnmkinr  down  loo."  muI  Mr.  Oldbuck.  "  But  what 
ran  you  «>xp«rt  of  a  man  tfM>  fond  of  his  own  hasty  and  flashy 
comi>uaiiion«,  to  take  tlic  aatlslance  of  noen  of  ivading  and  of 
•olid  parts?" 

"  No  whisperinc— no  eaballinf — no  prirate  busincH.  gentle- 
men," nid  tlie  unforturMte  Pn»«s,-who  remiiid<-d  us  some- 
what of  a  Hixhiand  drotiir,  enfofed  in  ratlierinf  and  keepiojt 
in  Uievtraiaht  rood  his  cxcursivu  black  cattle 

**Ihav(9Rot  yet  lizard,"  he  c<Hitinuc«<,  "  a  sinfle  reasonable 
abjection  tuaiiplyiny  for  the  Act  of  Parliament,  of  which  the 
draarhi  lieA-oo  tlie  labl«!.  You  must  beawan.  that  the  eatre-mes 
of  rude  and  of  eivilijged  society  are,  in  these  (*ur  dayx,  un  the 

point  of  appniafltiinf  loeacli  oDier.    In  th<  "vi.riarrhal  period.  .  „         _     

a  man  is  hi«  own  weaver,  tailor,  butcher,  khw-maker,  and  so  you  ;  itinre,  on  lorniy  |»nri,  lam  tired  of  suppiirtinrnnmywai 
forth  :  and.  in  tttt'  aire  of  Htock-comiianies,  as  the  present  may  fucli  a  s**i  of  ungrateful  fulls.  But  it  sifnilk*s  noihmf  ■psik- 
he  calh>d,  »n  individual  may  be  uid,  in  one  semn,  tooxerriNe  ■  ina-I  will  no  luncer  avail  myivlf  of  such  weak  nimsimai 
the  same  phinlity  of  ^taiUii.  In  fact,  a  man  who  has  dipped  yini— I  will  diward  you— I  will  nnbemt  you,  a*  Kir  AaibM 
laraely  into  the«e  siwrulations,  ma>-  rorobine  his  own  f:xpendi-  ■  Absolute  Mys— I  will  htave  you  and  your  whole  harked  tm 
twe  with  liie  imiirovcment  of  his  own  income,  just  liki;  tlie  in-  |  in  trade— your  caverns  and  your  castle*— your  mudem  aaliiai 
leenifMis  hydraulic  maehKie,  which,  by  it<  wry  waslK.  raiivw  lis  ;  and  your  nntuiuaiiHl  modemo— your  confusion  of  tinms,  H» 
owu  supplieit  of  water.  .Sunii  aiMtmtn  buys  his  bread  from  his  •  ners,  and  circuuiHtanceii— your  properties,  aa  pla)^  folk        ' 


that  wlicreas  last  yesr  you  miftit  have  obtained  an  act  umw- 
{Kinitinf  a  Hiock  dimpany  for  nddhnir  aalies.  yoa  mil  latW 
able  to  procure  one  this  year  for  faiherine  pearls.  What  at- 
niAes,  tlien,  wastinc  tlie  time  of  ilie  meetinir,  by  inqainiif  v)» 
ther  or  not  we  ooght  to  so  in  at  a  door  which  »c  koowiehs 
b«ilted  and  barrett  in  our  face,  and  in  ttie  face  of  all  ll«  cnof*- 
nieii  for  Are  or  air.  land  or  water,  %khich  «re  have  of  late  nh 
bhrhtedr' 

Here  tliore  was  a  feneral  clamour,  seemin^y  of  ai^pmKstiiv. 
in  wliich  ifie  words  mifht  be  diHtmcuislifHl.  "  NeedIrM  In  ihnk 
of  It"—"  Mfmcr  tlirown  away"— "  Loiit  hefi»fe  tlie  rmnmilWf .*• 
Ac.  fte.  ftc.  But  above  the  tumult,  the  voices  of  two  pvik- 
men.  in  dittfimt  mmers  of  the  n;om,  answvml  eerh  oiliw Heir 
and  loud,  like  the  blows  of  the  two  firares  on  Kaint  DimRtn's 
nliMik  :  and  altlioueh  tlie  Chairman,  in  much  arilation.  i-nta- 
voured  to  silence  them,  his  iniemiption  had  only  the  sftetiif 
cuitiuf  ilmir  words  op  into  syllables,  thus,— 

Ftrnt  Vfiicf.  "The  Lonl  Chan" 

SfTwrf  rsirf.  "Tlir  Lord  Lau'— -— 

r*<i<rj!»/iii.  {loudly.)  "  Hcandalum  mafoaton  I" 

Firrt  Voice.  " The  Lord  Chancel"' 

Second  Vt*lrt.  "  Tht  Lord  louder" 

Vhatrwian^  Ueudrr  yet.)  "  Breach  of  Privilefe  I" 

Firat  YMre.  "  The  Lnr6  Chancellor" 

Seetmd  Yoke.  "  My  Lord  Lauderdale" 

CMalrmau,  (•/  iMe  hltkeUpUek  qfkU  tvke.)  "  Called  befer»  Iki 
House  r" 

Both  Vokft  Ifigrrker.  "  Will  never  consent  to  such  a  bin." 

A  general  assent  seemed  to  follow  this  last  iiropositioa,  vtefe 
was  pnipounded  with  as  much  emphasis  as  con  d  he  matnbalrf 
by  the  united  clappers  of  the  whole  meetinf ,  joined  to  thOMil 
the  voices  already  mentioned. 

flcvural  pcrMHis  present  seemed  to  consider  the  bwiiMiif 
the  meetinf  as  ended,  and  were  beirinninir  to  liandit  their  IM 
and  canes,  wilh  a  view  to  de|>aruire.  when  th«  ClMiraisa.  «!■ 
had  thrown  himself  back  in  his  chair  with  an  air  of  bulmM 
moriifir^tiun  and  disHeamre,  acain  drew  himself  up.  and  ei» 
manded  attention.  All  stoppec.  though  some  shruaaed  flail 
sliiHilders.  as  if  under  the  fitHdominalinir  influence  of  whMa 
called  a  tirrr.  But  tlie  tenor  of  Ins  discourse  aoou  exated  ■» 
ious  attention. 

"  I  perceive,  fentlemen,"  he  said,  "  that  you  ara  like  tti 
younc  birds,  who  arc  impatient  to  leave  tlieir  arNiUicr^s  a 
take  care  your  own  r«n-fealhers  are  strong  enough  lo  » 


own  BHkinsrCtimimny,  hin  mlk  and  clKt'ao  fnmi  his  own  Dairy 
(Company,  takes  ofl*  a  new  coat  for  tlie  benefit  of  his  own  Clo- 
thing Company,  illuniinatpn  lus  house  to  advance  his  own  Gu 
Establishment,  and  drinks  an  additiohal  bottle  of  wine  for  tlie 
baoi'lit  of  tlie  Uenerai  Wine  Importation  Company,  of  which  he 
is  hioiMtlf  a  member.  Every  art,  which  would  otlierwise  bo 
one  of  mere  extra vavance.  is,  to  audi  a  pemon,  aeasMied  with 
tlic  ed^  lucri.  and  reconciled  lo  prudenc*.  Even  if  tite  )>rice  of 
tUHarticieroiisuiii  mI  be  extravagant,  and  the  quality  lodiflA^reut,    word.  I  will  write  HisToar  t 


•criiery  and  dreM«M— the  whole  of  yinir  exhausted  <    . 
to  llie  fools  who  choose  to  deal  with  them.    I  wilt  «iim 
my  own  fami;  with  my  own  right  hand,  without  appaaliifli 
such  halting  assistants, 

'  Whum  1  lia«e  ntcd  for  spun,  rather  (fasn  iwsii. 

—I  will  lay  my  foundations  better  than  on  quirkaanda-I  «ii 
rear  my  stnirlare  of  better  materials  than  paiolad  cmds;  ■( 


the  periioii.  who  is  in  a  manner  iiis  own  customer,  w  only  im- 
puand  upon  for  lus  own  htmefit.  Nay,  if  tlie  Joint-ktock  Com- 
pany «if  Uiidertakeni  «hali  unite  with  llie  Medical  Faculty,  as 

iHTupused  by  Ihe  late  facetious  BOr tor  G ,  undar  itie  firm  of 

OeaUi  and  tlie  DtKTtor,  the  sliamtioldor  miyht  mntrive  to  secure 
to  his  lieira  a  handsome  sII«m*  of  his  own  death-bed  and  funeral 
CKpen^fN.  Ill  ihort.  Stock  -Compaaieif  are  tlie  fnshion  of  ih«  age. 
BOU  aa  IneoriMiratiiic  Art  will.  I  think,  be  pnrlinularly  useful  in 
brincing  back  ili*'  body,  over  hImmii  I  have  the  honour  to  preside, 
to  a  spirit  of  tfuburdinatiun.  highly  necessary  tusucccss  in  every 
enterprise  where  joint  wisdom,  talunt,  and  labour,  are  to  be  em- 
ployed. It  is  with  regT«i  iliat  I  state,  tliat,  beaidea  several  dif- 
ferciicifs  aniitngst  yt^uraalws,  I  iimv«!  not  myself,  f«ir  simie  time, 
been  trealerl  with  that  deference  among  you  whicli  cireum- 
gtaonm  ruiitied  me  to  ext^^t 

"  ilt.«-  Ul€  iaekrynmr  rau tiered  Mr.  Oldbuck. 

"But."  l*unTinu4^d  the  Chairman.  "  I  iwe  other  gentlemen  im- 
patient to  deliver  tiieir  opinions,  and  I  desire  to  stand  in  no 
man's  way.  I  therefura— my  jWare  in  this  chair  forbidding  me 
to  originiiin  the  moiioii— beit  some  gentleman  may  move  a  com- 
mit let-  for  revising  llie  draught  of  tlie  hill  now  u|mmi  U-«  Ubie, 
and  whirh  lias  been  duly  cirnilatcd  among  tluwu  lia*  .ng  inle 
rent,  and  lake  the  ncrcoMry  moasures  to  bring  it  I  efora  the 
llnuse  early  n<i.it  seuion." 

There  was  a  short  murmur  in  the  meeting,  and  a*,  length  Mr. 
Oldbuck  airain  ruse.  "  It  seems,  sir."  tie  Mid,  a'  dressing  the 
chair,  "  tlint  no  one  present  is  willing  to  make  t  •«  motion  you 
point  at.  I  am  sorry  no  more  qualiAed  twrbon  liaa  taken  mion 
him  to  show  any  reasons  in  the  eonlrair,  and  thai  it  lias  fallen 
on  me,  as  we  ncotsinen  say,  to  bell-llie-cal  with  you 


my  Bti 
d.  I  wil 


There  was  n  tumult  of  surprise,  amid  wliich  ovr  irporlR  * 
tected  tlie  following  expressions:— "Ttia  devil  yon  will'*- 
"  You.  my  dear  sir,  yonJ"—"T\w  old  gentleman  forgets  tta 
lie  is  the  aieatest  liar  since  Sir  John  Mandeviile." 

"  Not  llm  worse  hintonan  fnr  that,"  nid  Oldburic,  "an 
history,  you  kmiw.  is  half  fiction." 

"  ril  answer  fur  that  half  being  forthcoming."  said  thataB 
er  speaker :  "  but  for  Ihe  seHnilitiv  of  truth  whirh  ia  bmmHQ 
after  nil.  Lord  help  us  i— Geoffrey  of  Monmuulh  will  be  Ui 
Clarendon  to  him." 

As  the  confusion  began  lo  abate,  mofv  than  one  meabvt 
the  meetina  waa  aeen  to  touch  his  lorehoad  aignifleaalfy.oM 
Captuin  Clutlvrburk  humro'd. 

Be  hy  your  rricnda  ajTiasd, 
Tiio  r<t«h,  ICO  hnrty,  dad, 
Manm  your  i>olu  aiMi  wiae  hcadf 
Tbt  vurM  will  Uiink  yon  mad. 

'  The  world,  and  yon.  gentlemen,  may  think  wkal  W 
please,"  said  Ihe  Chairman,  elevat  tig  his  voice  :  "  but  I  iiftB 
to  write  tlie  most  wonderful  book  which  the  world  ctarpntf-* 
book  in  which  vwty  incident  shall  be  incredibk>,  yel  aHMfl 
true— a  work  recailinc  recollect  ions  with  which  tlMearaariH 
generation  once  tingled,  and  vi  hich  sImU  be  read  by  i>w  diMM 
with  an  admiration  approaching  to  incredulity,  ihch  AaBh 
the  life  of  Napouon  Bunapartk,  by  the  avthub  or  Vi 

VBRLEY!" 

In  the  general  start  and  exclamation  whirh  followed  this  ■ 
nnneiation,  Mr.  Oldbuck  dmppi'd  his  anuffboz  ;  and  thaSea 
tish  rapjiee.  which  disfiersed  itself  ir*  ronnequenre.  hadiAd 
upon  the  naanl  orrans  of  our  reiHiner.  ensconced  as  lie  w»a 


whilk  phrase.  Pitacollie  liaih  a  ph««nt  jest  of  llie  great  Larl  of    ^h-r  the  secretary's  table,  nhich  occasioned  his  being  dm 


▲  llglH' 

llere  a  gvntlemnn  whispered  lo  the  speaker,  "  Have  a  care  of 
Pit^niltie  •"  and  Mr.  Oldbuck,  aa  if  takini  llie  hint,  wanton. 

"But  that  a  neith«;r  here  nor  tltare— Well,  gentlem>m,  to  be 
short  I  think  it  unuecessnry  to  enter  into  tlie  gen*Tal  reason- 
inca  xtitWV.  have  this  ilay  b««n  deli\ered,  as  I  may  My,  ex  cathe- 
dra ;  nor  will  I  charce  our  worthy  Preaes  with  an  ottemfil  to 
obtain  owr  us.  frr  aaiAage<.  atnl  unJcr  colour  of  an  Act  of  Par- 
liameni,  a  dckpotie  authority,  iucouaiatcot  with  our  fraedom : 


vered  and  extruded  in  tlie  illiberal  and  unhandMime  i 
have  menlioned,  with  threats  of  farther  dauiace  lo  hia  ■■ 
ears,  and  other  portiona  of  hn  iKidy.  on  tlie  part  e»t«raUlri 
Captain  Clutierbuck.  rndismayed  by  theae  threats,  wlueh  i 
deed  iIiom*  of  Ins  iirofemion  are  acciistoriH>d  to  hold  at  deflMi 
our  young  man  hovered  about  tlw  door  of  the  la«-em,  b«l  CM 
only  brina  us  the  fartlicr  intelliavnoe,  that  Ilia  ineotin|fei 
bntken  up  in  ab<iut  a  quariar  of  an  how  after  bia  MfMM 
" in  murbadmiivd  d border." 
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CHAPTER  I. 

ira  hocta  wan  vpoa  the  BUrebM  of 
LBwia*8  Hiutrp. 
Chroniclet,  from  which  this  narrative  is  ex- 
,  aanire  ua,  that  during  the  ionf^  period  when 
ilsh  princes  maintained  their  independence, 
r  1187  was  peculiarly  marked  as  favourahle  to 
)etwizt  them  and  their  warlike  neighbours, 
rda  Marchers,  who  inhabited  those  formidsble 
on  the  frontiers  of  the  ancient  British,  on  the 
f  which  the  traveller |iazes  with  wonder.  This 
B  time  when  Baldwm,  Archbishop  of  Canter- 
scompanied  by  the  learned  Girsldus  de  Barri, 
irds  Bishop  of  Saint  Davids,  preached  the 
8  from  castle  to  castle,  from  town  to  town ; 
led  the  inmost  valleys  of  his  native  Cambria 
e  call  10  arms  for  recoverv  of  the  Holy  Sepul- 
ind,  while  he  deprecated  the  feuds  and  wars  of 
in  men  against  each  other,  held  out  to  the 
spirit  of  th^  age  a  general  object  of  ambition, 
oene  of  adventure,  where  the  favour  of  Hea- 
well  as  of  earthly  renown,  was  to  reward  the 
liil  champions. 

the  British  chieftains,  among  the  thousands 
this  spirit-stirring  summons  called  from  their 
and  to  a  distant  and  perilous  expedition,  had 
I  the  best  excuse  for  declining  the  summons, 
fierior  skill  of  the  An^lo-Norman  knights, 
2re  engaMd  in  constant  mroads  on  the  Welsh 
,  and  who  were  frequently  detaching  fh>m  it 
Mtions,  which  they  fortified  with  castles,  thus 
:  good  what  they  had  won,  was  avenged, 
but  not  compensated^  by  the  furious  inroads 
tritish,  who,  like  the  billows  of  a  retiring  tide, 
n  successively,  with  nois&  fury,  and  devests- 
ut,  on  each  retreat,  yieldeci  ground  insensibly 
invaders. 

on  amovg  the  native  princes  might  have  op- 
strong  and  permanent  barrier  to  the  encroach- 
»f  the  strangen ;  but  they  were,  unhappily,  as 
t  discord  among  themselves  as  they  were  with 
rroans.  and  were  constantly  engaged  in  pri- 
■r  with  each  other,  of  which  the  common 
bad  the  sole  advantage, 
nvitation  to  the  Crusade  promised  something 
:  of  novelty  to  a  nation  peculiarly  ardent  in 
Diner ;  and  it  was  acceptcn  by  many,  regard- 
tne  consequences  which  must  ensue  to  the 
which  they  left  defenceless.  Even  the  most 
led  enemies  of  the  Saxon  and  Norman  race 
de  their  enmity  against  the  invadere  of  their 
;  to  enrol  themselves  under  the  banners  of  the 

B. 

igst  these  was  reckoned  Gwenwyn,  (or  more 
f  Gwcnwynwen,  though  we  retain  the  briefer 
tive,)  a  Bntish  pnnce  who  continued  exercising 
rious  sovereiftnty  over  such  parts  of  Powys- 
s  had  not  been  subjugated  by  the  Mortimers, 
eiL  Laiimers,  FitxAlans,  and  other  Norman 


Doblea,  who,  under  nuious  nretezta,  and  someciiiMa 
contemning  all  other  save  the  open  avowal  of  aupe- 
lior  foroa  had  severed  and  appropriated  lai^B  por- 
tions of  that  once  extensive  and  indqiendent  princi- 
pality, which,  when  Wales  was  unhappily  divided 
into  three  parts  on  the  death  of  Roderick  Mawr,  fell 
to  the  bt  of  his  voungest  son,  Mervyn.  The  un- 
daunted resolution  ind  stubborn  ferocity  of  Gwenwyn, 
descendant  of  that  prince,  had  long  made  him  beloved 
among  the  "Tall  men,"  or  Champions  of  Wales ; 
and  he  was  enabled,  more  by  the  number  of  tboae 
who  served  under  hun,  attracted  by  his  reputadon, 
than  by  the  natural  strength  of  his  dilapidated  prin- 
cipality, to  retaliate  the  encroachments  oi  the  English 
by  the  most  wasteful  inroads. 

Yet  even  Gwenwyn  on  the  present  occanon  seemed 
to  forget  his  deeplyjiwom  hatred  sgainst  his  danger 
ous  neighbours.  The  Torch  of  Pengwem  (for  so 
Gwenwyn  was  called,  from  his  frequently  laying  the 
province  of  Shrewsbury  in  oonflagraiion)  seemed  at 
present  to  bum  as  calmly  as  a  taper  in  the  bower  of 
a  lady ;  and  the  Wolf  of  Plinlimmon.  another  name 
with  which  the  bards  had  graced  Gwenwyn,  now 
slumbered  as  peacefully  as  toe  shepherd's  dog  on  the 
domestic  hearth. 

But  it  was  not  alone  the  eloquence  of  B^whn  or 
of  Girald  which  had  lulled  into  peace  a  spint  so  rest^ 
less  and  fierce.  It  is  true,  their  exhorutions  had 
done  mora  towards  it  than  Gwenwyn's  followers  had 
thought  p9S8ible.  The  Archbishop  had  induced  the 
British  Chief  to  break  bread,  and  to  mingle  in  silvan 

rrts,  with  his  nearest,  and  hitherto  one  of  his  most 
Brmined  enemies,  the  old  Norman  warrior  Sir 
Raymond  Berenger,  who,  sometimes  beaten,  some- 
times victorious,  out  never  subdued,  had,  in  spite  of 
Gwenwyn's  hottest  incursions,  maintained  his  Castle 
of  (Jarde  Doloureuse,  upon  the  marches  of  Wales ;  a 
place  strong  by  nature,  and  well  fortified  by  art, 
which  the  Welsh  prince  had  found  it  impossible  to 
conquer,  either  by  open  force  or  by  stratagem,  and 
which,  remaining  with  a  strong  garrison  in  his  rear, 
often  checked  his  incursions  by  rendering  his  retreat 
precarious. 

On  this  sccount,  Gwenwyn  of  Powys-Land  had  a 
hundred  timea  avowed  the  death  of  Raymond  Beren- 
ger, and  the  demolition  of  his  castle;  but  the  policy 
of  thd  ssgacious  old  warrior,  and  his  long  experience 
in  all  wariike  practice,  were  such  as,  with  the  aid  of 
his  more  powerful  countrymen,  enabled  him  to  defy 
the  attempts  of  his  fiery  neighbour.  If  there  was  a 
man,  therefore,  throughout  England,  whom  Gwen- 
wyn hated  more  than  another,  it  was  Raymond 
Berenger;  and  yet  the  good  Archbishop  Baldwin 
could  prevail  on  the  Welsh  prince  to  meet  him  as  a 
friend  and  ally  in  the  cause  of  the  Crosa.  He  even 
invited  Raymond  to  the  aiihinin  festivities  of  his 
Welsh  palace,  where  the  old  knight,  in  all  honounbla 
courteayi  feasted  and  hunted  for  more  than  a  wetk  in 
the  dominkms  of  his  hereditary  foe. 
33 
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To  requite  this  hoRpitnlity,  R<i>'niond  invited  the 
Prince  of  Powys,  with  a  cho«n'n  !nit  limiiM  train, 
durini;  thn  enHuin^  Christmnts  to  the  Garde  I><>)oiir- 
euse,  which  fv)nie  antiquarieB  iiavi*  cndi'avoun><i  to 
identify  with  the  Ca!«tK;  of  ( -olunr,  on  the  river  of  the 
fame  name.  Rut  the  icngth  o(  (imr,  and  M>nie 
geographical  diflicultlbs  throw  doubta  upon  this  in- 
genious conjecture. 

As  the  Welshman  crossed  tho  drawbridge,  )ie  was 
observed  by  his  faithful  hard  to  shudder  wiih  invohin- 
lary  emotion ;  nor  did  Cadwallon,  expcrieno#Hi  as  he 
was  in  life,  and  well  acqunintitd  with  the  characlcr  of 
his  master,  make  any  duubt  (hat  he  was  at  that  mo- 
inent  strongly  un^cd  by  the  appnnmt  oiHKirtunity,  to 
seize  upon  the  strong  fortress  which  had  been  so  long 
the  object  of  his  cupidity,  even  at  the  exfK'nsc  of 
violating  his  good  faith. 

Dreading  lest  the  stniiTgle  of  his  master's  con- 
scien'^c  nnu  hisambitiim  shouM  trrniinnteunfnvoura- 
blv  for  his  fame,  the  ban!  arrested  his  attention  by 
whispering  in  their  native  language,  that  "  the  teeth 
which  bite  hanlest  an*  ihoM?  which  are  out  of  sight ;" 
and  Gwenwyn,  looking  srouiid  him.  iKvame  aware 
that,  though  only  unarmed  squin^^aiui  pagi.>s  aiipeared 
in  the  court- vard,  yet  the  towers,  and  batilcnients 
connecting  tnem  were  garnished  with  archers  and 
men-at-arms. 

They  proceeded  to  the  banmiet,  at  which  Gwen- 
wvn,  for  the  first  time,  beheld  Kveline  Berenger,  the 
Hole  child  of  the  Norman  rastellane,  the  inheritor  of 
his  domains  and  of  his  supposed  wealth,  aged  only 
sixteen,  and  the  most  beautiful  damsel  upon  the 
Welsh  marches.  Many  a  spear  had  already  been 
shivered  in  maintenance  of  her  charms;  and  the  gal- 
lant Hugo  de  Lacy,  Constable  of  Chester,  one  of  the 
most  redoubted  warriors  of  tho  time,  had  laid  at 
Eveline's  feet  the  prize  which  his  chivalry  had  gained 
m  a  great  tournament  held  near  that  ancient  town. 
Gwenwyn  considered  these  triumphs  as  so  many 
additional  recommendations  to  Eveline:  her  beauty 
was  incontestable,  and  she  was  heiress  ot  the  fortress 
which  he  so  much  lungivl  to  fiosst^ss,  and  which  he 
bf^n  now  to  think  might  be  acquired  by  means 
more  smooth  than  those  with  which  he  was  in  the 
use  of  wori(ing  out  his  will. 

Again,  the  natrcd  which  subsisted  between  the 
British  and  their  Saxon  and  Nonnan  invaders :  his 
]ong  and  ill-extinguished  feud  with  this  very  Ray- 
mond B<Ht*nger:  a  general  recollection  that  alliances 
between  the'  VVel«h  and  Knglish  had  raR-ly  been 
happy ;  and  a  consciousness  that  the  measure  which 
he  meditated  would  be  unpopular  among  his  fol- 
lowers, and  appear  a  dcrelii;tion  of  the  systematic 
Rrinriplcs  on  which  he  had  hitherto  acted,  restrained 
im  from  spenking  his  wishes  to  Raymond  or  his 
daughter.  The  idea  of  the  rejection  of  his  suit  did 
not  for  a  moment  occur  to  htm ;  he  was  convinced 
he  had  but  to  speak  his  wishes,  and  that  the  daughter 
of  a  Norman  castellanc,  whose  rank  or  power  were 
not  of  the  highest  order  among  the  nobles  of  the 
frontiers,  must  be  delighted  and  honourttl  by  a  pro- 
posal for  allving  his  family  with  that  of  (he  sovereign 
uf  a  hundred  mountains. 

There  was  indeed  another  ohjection,  which  in  later 
times  would  have  been  of  considerable  weight— Gwen- 
wyn was  already  married.  But  Brengwain  was  a 
childless  bride;  sovereigns  (and  among  Sf»vereigns 
the  Welsh  prnce  ranked  hini.a'lf )  marry  for  lineage, 
and  the  Pofk.*  was  not  likely  to  be  scrupulous,  where 
the  question  was  to  oblige  a  prin'^e  who  had  assumed 
the  Oos**  with  such  ready  zenl,  even  although,  in 
fact,  his  thoughts  had  be(*n  much  more  on  the  Garde 
DoIoiireu«e  than  on  Jerusalem.  In  (ho  mean  while, 
if  Raymond  Bfrenrcr  (as  was  suspected)  was  not 
libenil  enough  in  his  opinions  to  pfrrmit  Eveline  to 
hold  the  temoorary  rank  of  concubine,  which  (he 
manners  of  Wales 'warranted  Gwenwyn  to  oflH-  as 
an  interim  arrangem«'nt,  he  had  only  to  wait  for  a 
f«w  inontha  nnd  sue  for  a  divorce  (h rough  the  Bishop 
■if  Saint  David^s,  or  some  other  intercessor  at  the 
Court  of  Elome. 

A'^itating  these  thoiiglits  in  his  mind,  Gwenwyn 
orolonged  nis  residence  at  the  Castle  of  Bercnger, 
ln»m  Christmas  till  Twelfth-day ;  aod  endured  the 


En>sence  of  the  Norman  caTsIie re  who  resorted  to  j 
Lnyinond's  festal  halln,  although,  regarding  ihem-  ! 
selvefi,  in  virtue  of  their  rank  of  knighniood,  equal  to 
the  moKtpoirnt  sovereigns,  they  made  small  accoont 
of  the  long  deM*ent  of  the  WVIsh  prince,  who,  in  their 
eyes,  wsHliut  the  chief  uf  a  semi-barbarous  prorincv; 
while  he,  un  his  |>art,  considered  them  little  bedcr 
than  a  sort  of  privileged  robberi,  and  with  the  utmost 
ditficulty  ri^trainod  himself  from  manifesting  his  open 
hatred,  when  he  beheld  them  careering  in  the  exer- 
cises of  chivalry,  the  habitual  use  of  which  rendend 
them  such  formidable  enemies  to  his  country.  At 
length,  the  term  offeasting  was  ended,  and  knight  and 
squire  departed  from  the  castle,  which  once  nioreat' 
sumed  the  a9|)ect  of  a  solitar\' and  guarded  fnmiier  fort. 
But  the  Prince  of  Powys-Land.  while  pursuing  bis 
sports  on  his  own  mountains  ana  valleys,  found  that 
even  the  abundance  of  (he  game,  as  well  as  liis  r^ 
lease  fn)m  the  society  of  the  Norman  chivalry,  who 
afiec(ed  to  treat  him  as  an  eaual,  profited  htm  ao- 
thiiig,  so  long  as  the  liicht  and  beautiful  form  of  Eve- 
line, on  her  white  palfrey,  was  banished  from  (be 
(rain  of  spurt sincn.  In  short,  he  hesitated  no  lonjur. 
but  took  into  his  confidence  his  chaplain,  an  able  and 
sagacious  man,  whose  pride  was  flattered  by  his  pat-  i 
nm's  crjmnuinication,  and  who,  besides,  saw  in  the 

Kroposed  scheme  some  contingent  advantagee  for 
imself  and  his  order.  By  his  counst>l,  the  proceed- 
ings for  Gwenwyn's  divorce  were  prosecuted  onder 
fa\'ourable  auspices,  and  the  unfortunate  Brengwain 
was  removed  (o  a  nunnery,  which  perhaps  sheToond 
a  more  cheerful  habitation  than  the  lonely  retreat  in 
which  she  had  l(>d  a  ne^ccted  life,  ever  since  Gwen- 
wyn had  despaired  of  her  bed  being  bleseed  with 
iwue.  Father  Rinion  also  dealt  with  the  chiejfs  and 
elders  Of  the  land,  and  represented  to  them  theadvaih  i 
tage  which  in  funire  wars  they  were  certain  to  obtaiB  i 
by  ( he  possession  of  the  Garde  Doloiireusr,  which  had  ' 
for  more  than  a  century  covered  and  proterled  a  ooo*  i 
siflerable  tract  of  country,  renderecl  their  advanee 
difficult,  and  their  retniat  perilous,  and,  in  a  word, 
prevented  their  carr>'ing  their  incursions  as  far  as  tw 
gates  of  Shnswsbury.  As  for  the  union  with  the 
Saxon  damsel,  (he  fetters  which  it  was  lol'orm  miffat 
not  (the  good  father  hinted)  he  found  more  permaneat 
than  those  which  had  bound  Gwenw>n3  to  her  prede- 
cessor, Brengwain. 

These  arguments,  mingled  with  others  adapted  to 
the  views  and  wishes  of  difiiTent  individuals,  wereso 
prevailing,  that  the  chaplain  in  the  course  of  a  few 
weeks  was  able  to  report  to  his  princely  patmn.  that 
his  proposed  match  would  meet  with  no  oppositioa 
from  the  elders  and  nobles  of  his  dominions.  A 
goklen  bracelet,  six  ounces  in  weight,  was  the  instatt 
rewani  of  the  priest's  dexterity  in  negotiation,  and  ha 
was  appointed  by  Gwenwyn  to  conmrit  to  raps 
those  pmptisnls,  which  he  doubted  not  were  to  throw 
the  Casde  of  Garde  Doloureuse,  notwithstanding  in 
melancholy  name,  into  an  ecstasy  of  joy.  With  sone 
difficulty  the  chaolain  prevailed  on  his  patron  to  Hty 
nothing  in  this  letter  upon  his  temporary  plan  « 
concubinage,  which  he  wisely  juds;ed  might  Deooih 
sidered  as  an  affront  both  by  Eveline  ancf  her  father. 
The  matter  of  the  divorce  he  represented  as  almofC 
entirely  settled,  and  wotjnd  up  his  letter  with  a  moral 
application,  in  which  were  many  allusions  to  Vajihti, 
Esther,  and  Ahasuenis. 

Having  de!«patchcd  (his  letter  by  a  swift  and  tnwtf 
messenger,  (hi;  British  prince  opened  in  all  solemnity 
rhe  feast  of  Kasier,  whiHi  h^^d  <x)me  round  di»ringthie 
course  of  these  trternal  and  intr.rna1  negotiations. 

Upon  (he  approaching  Holy-tide,  to  propitiate  the 
minds  of  his  subjects  and  vassals,  they  were  invited 
in  larae  numbers  to  partake  a  princ«»ly  Activity  at 
f  !astcll-Cj>ch.  or  the  Red  Casde,  as  it  was  then  railed, 
sinco  better  known  by  the  name  of  Powys-Castk 
and  in  latter  rimes  the  princely  seat  of  the  Dnkc  of 
Beaufort.  The  nrchitedural  magnificence  of  thia 
noble  residence  is  of  a  much  later  period  than  that  of 
Gwenwyn,  whose  palace,  at  (he  time  we  speak  ^ 
was  a  long,  low-roofed  edifice  of  red  stone,  whence 
the  castle  derived  its  name;  while  a  ditch  and  ^i- 
sade  were,  in  addition  to  the  conimanding  rituaiioDi 
ite  moit  important  defeneea. 


IL] 


IHE  fiSTROTHED. 


CHAPTKR  II. 

In  lladoc*^  Mnt  th«!  clnrion  Mondi, 

With  rapid  danyiiar  hurried  flir ; 
Eadi  hill  and  dole  the  note  raboundi, 

ftit  wlittn  return  tlic  tumn  of  war  i 
TYiiNi.  bom  of  Item  Ncopmitjr, 
Dull  PMee  I  tlw!  vnlley  rMin  to  thee. 

And  own*  ihj  meUncholy  iway.— ITfM  Poem, 

feasts  of  the  ancient  British  princes  umially 
ed  nil  the  nide  i^lendotnranil  liberal  indulgence 
intain  hospitality,  and  Gwenwyn  wa^  on  thi; 
t  occasion,  anxious  to  purchase  popularity  by 
in  unusual  display  of  profusion:  for  he  was 
le  that  the  alliance  which  he  meditated  might 
be  tolerated,  but  could  not  be  approved,  bynis 
t8  and  followers. 

followini;  incident,  trifling  in  itself,  confirmed 
•prehensions.  Passing  one  evening,  when  it 
scome  nearlv  dark,  by  the  open  wmdow  of  a 
room,  usually  occupied  by  some  few  of  his 
?elei>n.fed  soldiersL  who  relieved  each  other  in 
ins  his  palace,  he  heard  Moraan,  a  man  distin- 
d  lor  stren^h,  courage,  and  ferocity,  say  to  the 
nion  with  whom  he  was  sitting  by  the  watch- 
Gwcnwyn  is  turned  to  a  priest,  or  a  woman  ! 
was  it  before  these  last  months,  that  a  follower 
w»d  obliged  to  f^tiBW  the  meat  from  the  bone 
sely,  as  I  am  now  peeling  the  morsel  which  I 
I  mv  handT'* 

ait  but  a  while,"  replied  his  comrade,  "  till  the 
in  match  be  accomplished ;  and  so  small  will 
prey  wc  shall  then  dnve  from  the  Saxon  churls, 
re  may  bo  i^lad  to  swallow,  like  hungry  dogs, 
ry  bones  tbemsolvcs." 

snw>'n  heard  no  more  of  their  conversation ; 
i«  was  enough  to  alarm  his  pride  as  a  soldier, 
is  ieaIouf«y  as  a  prince.  He  was  sensible,  that 
ofit'.  over  whom  he  ruled  were  at  once  fickle  in 
Itfqiosition,  impatient  of  long  repose,  and  full 
:n^  against  their  neighbours;  and  he  almost 
tl  the  ronscqucnceH  of  the  inactivity  to  which  a 
nice  might  reduce  them.  The  risk  was  now 
ed,  however ;  ind  to  display  even  more  than 
mtetl  splendour  and  liberality,  seemed  the  best 
jf  reconciling  the  wavering  affections  of  his 
ts. 

Nforman  would  have  despised  the  barbarous 
ificcnce  of  an  entertainment,  consisting  of  kine 
heep  roasted  whole,  of  goats'  flesh  arid  drers 
vcthed  in  the  skins  of  the  animals  themselves; 
e  Nonnans  piqued  themselves  on  the  quality 
'  than  i\w  quantify  of  their  food,  and,  eating 
'  delicat«:ly  than  largely,  ridiculed  the  coarser 
>f  the  Rritons,  although  the  last  were  in  their 
•eta  much  more  moderate  than  were  the  Saxons ; 
ould  the  oceans  of  Crw  and  hydromel,  which 
■helmed  the  guests  like  a  deluge,  have  made  up. 
ir  opinion,  for  the  absence  uf  the  more  elegant 
ofrtly  beverage  which  they  had  learnt  to  love  in 
luth  of  Kun>pe.  Milk  prepared  in  various  ways, 
mother  mnteri-il  of  the  British  entertainment, 
I  would  not  have  received  their  approbation, 
jgh  a  nutriment  which,  on  ordinary  occasions, 
■i^pplied  the  want  of  all  others  among  the 
It  inhabitants,  whose  country  was  rich  in  nocks 
erdit,  hut  |K>or  in  agricultural  produce. 
.  HanquH  was  spread  in  a  long  low  hall,  built 
jgii  wiMtd  lined  with  shingles,  having  a  fire  at 
end,  the  smoke  of  which,  unable  to  find  its  wny 
gh  the  imperfect  chimneys  in  the  ro«)f.  wiled  in 
y  billows  above  the  h^ads  of  the  revellers,  who 
1  low  s»*at8,  purposely  to  avoid  its  stifling  funu-s.t 
nien  and  appearance  of  the  comnany  assembled 
wild,  and,  even  in  their  social  hours,  almost 

imniA  iii  Hishlaml  trsflition.  that  one  of  llie  Mardonnldn 
iiileii.  who  iiud  Mitrt'ftH]  hin  hriMid«w<irU  lo  ivm^in  ^hfRthvil 
mc  nifiiithri  nfttT  In*  marriaRK  with  a  beautiftil  woiiitin, 
irn^d  tn  A*uilili>nnrii1  Airioui^oxttoditinnainiin«ttlipninin- 
>f  lii'MriniE  r.ntiv«;r>4ttli(in  to  the  above  purpoM  amonc  liiif 
nanl 

w  WoUli  hmiM^.  like  ihnae  of  the  roimaln  trihen  in  In>- 
nd  III  \h*'  Hiclilnndii  of  Scotland.  w«rw  verr  imnorftrilir 
pA  u  III!  rliiiniir>i<.  Hrnrp,  in  the  Hiitory  of  the  Qwydir 
f.  tlM>  rlrikiiiL'  cxiireirtiioo  of  a  WiiUh  chiennin,  who,  tli<» 
beine  aiweiUted  and  aet  on  tire  by  hia  cnemiM,  ekhortcnl 
endi  to  Mtand  to  ilieir  defence,  aajrinf  ha  had  eeea  tut  much 
( in  Um  ball  upon  a 


twTific.  Their  prince  himsdf  had  the  gigantic  port 
and  fiery  eye  fitted  to  sway  an  nnrulv  people,  whose 
delight  was  in  the  field  of  battle ;  and  the  long  mu»- 
taches  which  he  and  most  of  his  champions  wore, 
added  to  t  he  formida  ble  dignity  of  hia  presence.  Like 
most  of  those  present,  Gwenwyn  was  clnrl  in  a  sim- 
ple tunic  of  while  lihen  cloth,  a'rpmnant  of  the  dreaa 
which  the  Romans  had  inirodiii*.ed  into  provincial 
Britain;  and  he  was  distinguished  bytheEudorchawg, 
or  chain  of  twisted  gold  hnks,  with  which  fh«  Celtic 
tribes  always  decorated  their  chiefs.  The  cftllar,  in- 
deed, representinor  in  form  the  P|»ecie8of  links  made 
by  chihfrcn  out  of  rushes,  was  common  lo  chieftains 
of  inferior  rank,  many  of  M'liom  bore  it  in  viriue  of 
their  birth,  or  had  won  it  by  military  exploits;  but  a 
ring  of  gold,  bent  around  the  head,  iiitermini^Lcrl  with 
Gwenwyn'a  hair— for  he  claimed  the  rank  of  one  of 
three  diademed  princps  of  Wales,  and  his  armleta 
and  anklets  of  the  same  metal,  were  peculiar  to  the 
Prince  of  Powys,  as  an  independent  sovereign.  Two 
squires  of  his  bodj',  who  dedicated  their  whole  atten- 
tion to  his  service,  stood  at  the  Prince's  hack ;  and  at 
his  feet  sat  a  page,  whose  duty  it  was  to  ki*ep  them 
warm  by  chnnng  and  by  wrap^iing  them  in  his  man- 
tle. The  same  right  of  sovereignly,  which  assigned 
to  Gwenwyn  his  golden  crownfet,  gave  him  a  title  to 
the  attendance  ot  the  foot-bearer,  or  youth  who  lay 
on  the  rushes,  and  whose  duty  it  was  to  cherish  the 
Prince's  feet  in  his  lap  or  bosom.* 

Notwithstanding  the  military  disposition  of  the 
guests,  and  the  dangiT  arising  from  the  feuda  into 
which  they  were  divided,  few  of  the  feaslers  wore  any 
defensive  armour  except  the  light  goat-skin  buckler, 
which  hung  behind  each  man  s  seat.  On  the  other 
hand,  they  were  well  provided  with  oflensivc  wea- 
pons ;  for  the  broad,  sharp,  short,  two-edged  swoid 
was  another  legacy  of  the  Romans.  Moki  added  a 
wood-knife  or  poniard  ;  and  there  wtc  store  of  jave- 
lins, dart^  bows  and  arrows,  pikes,  halberds,  Danish 
axes,  and  Welsh  hooks  and  bills ;  so  in  case  of  ill- 
blood  arising  during  th««  banquet,  there  wast  no  lack 
of  weapons  to  work  mischief. 

But  although  the  form  of  the  feast  was  somewhat 
disorderly,  anti  that  the  n  vellers  were  unrestrained 
by  the  stncter  ru\v.8  of  good-breeding  which  the  lawa 
of  chivalry  imposed,  the  Eastern  banquet  of  Gwen- 
wyn pos»»'ssed,  in  the  attendance  of  twelve  eminent 
bards,  one  source  of  the  moat  exaltcvi  pleasure,  in  a 
much  higher  degree  than  the  proud  Nomians  couM 
themselves  boast.  The  latter,  it  is  true  had  their 
minstrels,  a  race  of  men  trained  to  the  profession  of 

Soeiry,  song  and  music ;  but  although  those  arts  were 
ighly  honoured,  and  the  individual  professors,  when 
they  attained  to  eminence,  were  often  richly  n*warded, 
and  treated  with  distinction,  the  order  of  minstrels, 
as  such,  was  held  in  h)w  esteem,  being  composed 
chiefly  of  worthless  and  dissolute  strollers,  by  whom 
the  art  was  assumed,  in  order  to  escape  from  the  ne- 
ci-ssily  of  labour,  anti  to  have  the  means  of  pursuiiig 
n  wandering  and  dissipated  course  of  life.  Such,  in 
all  times,  has  been  the  censure  upon  the  calling  of 
those  who  dedicate  themselves  to  the  public  amuse- 
ment; among  whom  those  disiinguifluHl  by  indivi- 
dual excellence  are  sometimes  raised  high  in  the  so- 
cial circle,  while  far  the  more  numerous  professors, 
who  only  tiieet  mediocrity,  are  sunk  into  the  lower 
scale.  But  such  was  not  the  case  with  thr  order  of 
bards  in  Wales,  who  succeedinc  to  the  disunity  of  the 
Pniids,  imder  whom  they  ban  originally  formed  a 
8ulH)rdmate  fraternity  had  manv  inimunities  were 
held  in  the  highest  rcvireuce  and  esteem,  and  excr- 
■  iVw  Madoc  for  thin  litnnil  foot  page's  otnce  and  duties 
Mr.  Soulliwy'a  noti-n  infonn  Ui.:  •*Tlii»  fuotliPHnrr  «liall  hold 
ilip  fitrt  of  till'  Kinc  in  hiii  lop,  fhim  tli«  linw  lit*  rf>rliiiM  at  the 
biuinl  nil  h«:  CfteN  to  niil,  and  tieiilinll  rhafe  them  wilii  a  towel ; 
niiii  during  nil  that  imif  ^hall  waicii  iliat  no  hami  bi-fallfl  the 
King-  Hh  xlinll  «*at  of  I  lie  *amf.  diith  friHii  which  the  Kina 
tnlceA  hi*  r>od  .  hi*  hhnll  lipht  the  tint  randlr  lM>f»rv  tlir  Kinv.  ' 
Such  arrtlie  in^'rurtionM  Kiven  fortliiN  partof  n»yal  rrmnonial 
in  the  law*  uf  llowidl  Dha.  It  mar  be  addiMl.  that  pnibabljr 
u|Nin  till 4  (Vllii^  ciHlnm  wa«  foundt<td  one  of  thoA*  ali^urd  and 
incPKlitile  rt>.|>n^M-n>«iion<  whirh  wpre  |iro|Mifnti!d  at  the  time 
of  tlie  Prenrli  Upvojiiiion,  to  atir  up  the  iiea^nt*  a{rflin<4f  thntr 
fctulal  aufierioni  It  wa^  prntended  that  luime  feudal  ^imieun 
aMurted  Ihoir  rixht  to  kill  and  diaembowel  a  peaHini,  in  onler 
to  put  their  own  foot  witliin  Uia  ejtpiriaf  bodr,  aua  m  meant 
tiMB  torn  the  diUL 


TALKS  or  THE  CRU9ADERS. 


IGur.ft 


maed  imieh  influence  with  th«ir  countrvmen.  Their 
power  over  the  public  mind  even  rivfllled  that  of  the 
priei<t9  theiiMelves,  to  whom  indeed  they  liore  Home 
resemblant.-e ;  for  they  ni-ver  wore  nrnm,  were  ini- 
tiated into  their  order  by  aecret  and  mystic  aoiemni- 
ties,  and  homage  waa  nrndennl  to  their  iiven,  or  flow 
of  poeti<*  inspiration,  as  if  it  had  been  indeed  marked 
with  a  divine  character.  Thus  posaeAflMl  of  power 
and  consequence,  the  bards  were  not  unwiUin^  to  ex- 
ercise their  privileuen,  and  sometimes,  in  domg  ao, 
Cheir  mannerH  frequently  savoured  of  caprice. 

This  was  perhaps  (he  case  with  Cadwallon,  the 
chief  ban!  of  Gweuwyn,  and  who,  as  such,  was  ex- 

KLzied  to  have  poured  forth  the  tide  of  sons  in  the 
Dquetin^-hall  of  iiis  prince.  But  neither  the  anx- 
ious and  breathless  expectation  of  the  assembled 
chiefs  and  champions— neither  the  dead  milence  which 
stilled  the  roanng  halK  when  his  harp  was  rcven-nlly 
placed  before  hiui  by  his  attendant— nor  even  the 
commands  or  entreaties  of  the  prince  himself— could 
extract  from  Cadwallon  more  than  a  short  and  inter- 
rupted prelude  uiion  the  instrument,  the  notes  of 
which  arran|{ed  themselves  into  an  air  inexpnissibly 
mournful,  and  died  away  in  silence.  The  Prince 
frowned  darkly  on  the  bard,  who  was  himself  far  too 


This  rude  envoy  entered  the  hall  bsrelcBied,  execpl- 
\ng  the  sandals  of  Koai-akin  which  be  woie,  and 
having  on  his  shoulder  a  cloak  of  the  same,  and  i 
short  ja vt^Iin  in  his  hand.  The  dust  on  his  aarmenii, 
and  the  flush  on  his  brow,  showed  with  what  hsity 
zeal  his  errand  had  been  executed.  Owenwynd^ 
m ended  of  him  eagerly,  **  What  news  from  Gardi 
Doloureuse,  Jorworth  ap  Jevan  1" 

*'  I  bear  them  in  my  bosom,"  said  the  son  of  JevHii 
and,  with  much  reverence,  he  delivered  to  the  PriaoB 
a  packet,  bound  with  silk,  and  sealed  with  the  m- 
pression  of  a  swan,  the  ancieni  cosnizance  of  tk 
House  of  BereriKcr.  Himself  ignorant  of  writing  or 
reading,  Gwenwvn,  in  anxious  haete,  delivered  ihi 
letter  to  (lladwallon,  who  usually  acted  &•  aecietnv 
when  the  chaplain  was  not  m  presence,  ae  chancM 
then  to  l>e  the  case.  Cadwallon,  looking  at  thi 
letter,  said  briefly^  "I  read  na Latin.  Ill  betide  tin 
Norman,  who  writes  to  a  Prince  of  Powye  in  otbtr 
languafJTe  than  that  of  Britain  I  and  well  was  thi 
hour,  when  that  noble  tongue  alone  was  spoken  froB 
TintadMel  to  Cairleoil !". 

Gwenwyn  only  replied  to  him  with  an  aafff 
glance. 

"Where  is  Father  EinionT*  said  the  inipatiat 
Prince. 

"  He  assists  in  the  church,"  replied  one  ef  hit  i^ 
tcndants,  "for  it  is  the fi-ast  of  Saint" 

"  Were  it  the  feast  of  >Saint  David,"  said  Gwenwyi 
"  and  were  the  pyx  between  his  hands,  he  mustcomi 
hitherto  me  instontlvl" 

One  of  the  chief  lienchmen  sprung  ofli  to  coi» 

instrument  from  I  mand  his  attendance,  and.  in  the  mean  time,  (hn^ 

'  wyn  eyed  the  letter  containing  the  secret  of  hiiftt^ 


deeply  lost  in  gloomy  thought,  to  offer  any  apology. 
or  even  to  obscr\'e  his  displeasure.  Again  he  touched 
a  few  wild  notes,  and  raising  his  looks  upwanl,  seem- 
ed to  be  on  the  vt'ry  point  of  bursting  forth  into  a 
tide  of  song  similar  to  those  with  which  ihis  master 
of  his  art  was  wunt  to  enchant  his  hciarvrs.  But  the 
effort  was  in  vain— he  declared  that  his  right  hand 
was   withered,    and   pushed  tlie 

him.  .      .. ^ , 

A  murmur  went  round  the  company,  and  Gwen-  but  which  it  required  an  int^^rpreter  to  read,  with 
wyn  read  in  their  aspects  that  they  received  the  un-  !  such  eagerness  and  anxiety,  that  Caradoc,  elated  bf 
usual  silence  of  Cadwallon  on  this  high  occasion  as  '  his  former  sutress,  threw  in  a  few  nates  to  divert,  if 


a  bad  omen.  He  called  hastily  on  a  young  and  am- 
biiious  bard,  named  Cnradoc  of  Menwygcnt,  whose 
rising  fame  was  likelv  soon  to  vie  with  the  established 


possible,  the  tenor  of  his  patron's  thoughts  dunoR 
the  inti^r\'al.  A  light  and  lively  air,  touched  bjr  t 
hand  which  seemecl  to  hesitate,  like  the  siibmisHie 


reputation  of  (-aiiwallon.  and  summofu<fl  him  to  <(ing    voice  of  an  iriferior,  fearing  to  interrupt  his  mastn^i 


something  which  might  cominarul  the  applause  of  his 
sovereign  and  the  gratitude  of  the  company.  The 
young  man  was  amhitious,  and  understood  the  arts 
of  a  courtier.  He  commenced  a  poem,  in  which, 
although  under  a  feigned  name,  he  drew  such  a  poet- 
ical picture  of  Eveline  Bt^renger.  that  Gwenwyn  was 
enraptured ;  and  while  all  who  had  seen  the  beautiful 
original  at  once  recognised  the  resemblance,  the  eyes 
of  the  Prince  confessed  at  once  his  passion  for  the 
Bubiect^  and  his  admiration  of  the  jioet.  The, figures 
of  Celtic  poetry,  in  themselves  highly  imaginative, 
wero  scarce  sumcient  for  the  enthusiasm  of  the  am- 
bitious bard,  rising  in  his  tone  as  he  perceived  the 
feelings  which  he  was  exciting.  The  praises  of  the 
Prince  mingled  with  those  of  the  IVorman  hcauty ; 
and  '*  as  a  lion,"  said  the  poeL  "  can  only  be  led  oy 
the  hand  of  a  chaste  and  beautiful  maiden,  so  a  chief 
can  only  acknowledge  the  empire  of  the  most  virtu- 
ous, ihe  most  lovelv  of  her  sex.  Who  asks  of  the 
noon-day  sun.  in  what  quarter  of  the  world  he  was 
born  7  and  who  shell  ask  of  such  charms  as  hers, 
to  what  country  ihi-y  owe  their  birth  T* 

Enthusiasts  in  pleasure  as  in  war,  and  possessed 
of  imu.i^nntions  which  nnswertfd  readily  to  (he  sum- 
mons of  their  rioets,  the  Welsh  chiefs  imd  leaders 
united  in  acclamations  of  opplaiise ;  and  the  f  mg  of 
the  bnrd  went  (hrther  to  reniler  popular  the  intended 
alliance  of  the  Prince,  than  had  nil  the  grn\er  argu- 
ments of  his  priestly  iure<*ursor  in  the  sunie  topic. 

(Gwenwyn,  himself,  in  a  transport  of  delight,  tore 
off*  the  golden  bracelets  which  he  wore,  to  bestow 
tliem  upon  a  l>ard  whose  song  had  produceti  an  effect 
ao  desirable;  and  said,  as  he  looked  at  tite  silent  and 
sullen  Cadwallon,  "  The  silent  harp  was  never  strung 
with  golden  wires." 

"Prince,"  answered  the  bard,  whose  pride  was  at 
*east  equal  to  that  of  Gwenwyn  himself,  "  you  pcr- 
Yert  the  proverb  of  Taliessin— it  is  the  flattering  harp 
which  never  lacked  golden  strings." 

Gwenwyn,  turning  sternly  towards  him.  was  about 
to  make  an  angry  answer,  when  the  sudden  appear- 
ance of  Jorworth,  the  messenger  whom  he  had  de»- 
taichtxi  to  Raymond  Berenger,  arreaied  hia  puipoee. 


meditations,  introduced  a  stanza  or  two  applicabh 
to  the  subject. 

"  And  what  though  thou,  O  scroll,"  he  said,  a|X» 
trophizing  the  letter,  which  lay  on  the  table  befim 
his  master,  "dost  spitak  with  the  tongiw  of  the 
stranger?  Hath  not  the  cuckoo  a  harsh  note,  an4 
yet  she  tells  us  of  green  buds  and  springing  flowent 
VVhat  if  thy  languaue  be  that  of  tne  stoled  priest,  ii 
it  not  the  same  which  binds  hearts  and  hands  to9^ 
ther  at  the  altar  7  And  what  though  thou  delayaA  ts 
render  up  thy  treasures,  are  not  all  pleasures  moit 
sweet,  when  enhanced  by  <^xpeciation1  What  weft 
the  chase,  if  the  deer  dropped  at  our  feet  the  instiol 
he  started  from  the  cover-or  what  value  were  there 
in  the  love  of  the  maiden,  were  it  yielded  witbonl 
coy  delay?" 

The  song  of  the  bard  was  here  broken  short  by  the 
entrance  of  the  priest,  who,  hasiv  in  obeying  the 
summons  of  his  impatient  master,  nud  not  tarncd  tt 
lay  aside  even  the  stole,  which  he  had  worn  in  the 
holy  service ;.  and  many  of  the  elders  thought  it  wm 
nogi>od  omen,  that,  so  habited,  a  priest  should  apoetr 
in  a  feetive  assembly,  and  amid  profane  minstrelsy. 

The  priest  opened  the  letter  of  tiie  Norman  Barua* 
and,  strock  with  surprise  at  the  contents,  lifted  hii 
eyt*8  in  t:ilence. 

"  Read  it !"  exclaimed  the  fierce  Gwenwvn. 

"  8o  please  you,"  rephed  the  more  prudent  cha|h 
lain,  "  a  smaller  company  were  a  fitter  audience."  , 

"Read  it  aloud  !"  repeated  the  Prince,  in  a  still 
higher  tone;  "there  sit  none  here  who  respect  not 
the  honour  of  their  prince,  or  who  deserve  not  hii 
confidence.  Read  it,  I  say,  aloud!  and  by  Saint 
David,  if  Raymond  the  Norman  hath  dared" 

He  stopped  short,  and,  reclining  on  his  seat,  com- 
posed himself  to  an  attitude  of  attention ;  but  it  wi* 
easy  for  bis  frdlowers  to  fill  up  the  breach  in  bit 
exclamation  which  prudence  had  recommended. 

The  voice  of  the  chaplain  was  low  and  ill-aasnred 
aa  he  read  the  following  epiatle  :— 

"Raymond  Berenger.  the  noble  Norman  Knight, 
Seneacbal  of  the  Garde  Doloureuae,  to  GwenwriK 
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hmot  of  Powyi,  (May  peiee  be  between  them !) 
■odeih  health. 

"Yoor  letter,  craving  the  hand  of  our  daughter 
Efeline  Rervnger,  wub  safely  rii'livered  to  us  by  your 
lercifit,  Jorwnrth  ap  Jevan,  and  we  thank  you  hear- 
Uljr  ftir  thegood  meaning  therein  expressed  to  us  and 
to  ouN.  Biit,  considcnng  within  ourselves  the  dif- 
Cmioe  of  blood  and  lineage  with  the  impediments 
•ad  cauM-s  of  oflbnce  which  havi*  oflt^n  arisen  in  the 
like  ca.«es,  we  hold  it  fitter  to  match  our  daughter 
unong  our  own  people;  and  this  by  no  case  in  dis- 
pmffLment  of  you,  but  solely  for  the  weal  of  v-ou,  of 
oanelvea,  and  of  our  mutual  dependants,  who  will 
be  the  more  safe  from  the  risk  of  quarrel  betwixt  us, 
that  we  esMy  not  to  draw  the  bonds  of  our  intimacy 
aore  cloac  than  besccmcth.  The  sheep  and  the  goats 
hed  togKher  in  peace  on  the  same  pastun-'s,  Imt  they 
ningle  not  in  hiood.  or  race,  the  one  with  the  other. 
Moreover,  our  daugnter  Eveline  hath  l>ei'n  sought  in 
namage  ny  a  noble  and  potent  Lord  of  the  Marches, 
Hugo  dc  Lacy,  the  Constable  of  (^'heater,  to  which 
most  honouranle  suit  we  have  returned  a  favourable 
iflfwer.  It  is  therefore  imposwhle  that  we  should  in 
his  matter  grant  to  you  the  boon  you  seek;  never- 
belpfiR  you  shall  at  all  times  find  u^  in  other  matters, 
rilhng  to  pleasure  you;  and  h<'reunto  we  call  God, 
nA  Our  Lady,  and  Saint  Mary  .Magdalene  of  Quat- 
Md,  to  witness;  to  whose  keeping  we  heartily  re- 
ommend  you. 

••Written  by  onr  command,  at  our  castle  of  Ganlc 
Mounnipe,  within  the  Marches  of  Wales,  by  a 
pverend  Priestt,  Father  Aldrovaiid,  a  black  monk  of 
be  house  of  Wenlock:  and  to  winch  we  have 
ppended  our  s<-al,  upon  the  eve  of  the  blessed  martyr 
lnntAlphcgius,  to  whom  be  honour  and  glory!" 

"Hie  voice  of  Father  Einion  faltered^  and  the  scroll 
rhich  he  held  in  his  hand  trembled  m  hia  grasp,  as 
c arrived  at  the  conclusion  of  this  epistle;  for  well 
•  knew  that  insults  more  slight  than  Gwcnwyn 
ranld  hold  the  least  word  it  C(miaim>d,  wore  sure  u> 
nt  e>-ery  drop  of  his  British  blood  into  the  most 
thement  cunmiotion.  Nor  did  it  fail  to  do  so.  The 
*rince  had  gradually  drawn  himself  up  fhmi  the 
oituix;  of  repose  in  which  he  had  prepared  to  listen 
Otbeefiislle;  and  when  it  concludeii,  he  sprung  on 
01  leei  like  a  startled  lion,  spurning  from  him  as  he 
OK.  the  foot-f>earer.  who  ndled  at  some  distance  on 
he  floor.  "Priest,*'  he  sai-i,  "hast  thou  read  that 
Kcur(tf.-<i  scroll  fairly?  for  if  thou  hast  added,  or  di- 
Dinished  one  word,  or  one  letter,  I  will  have  thine  eves 
0  handled,  thai  (hou  shah  never  read  letter  more! 
The  monk  rt?T)lied.  trembling,  (for  he  was  well 
ivare  that  the  saceniotal  character  was  not  uniformly 
npccled  among  the  iras<;ible  Welshmen,)  "  By  (he 
itn  of  my  order,  mighty  princi>,  1  have  read  word 
If  word,  and  letter  for  letter." 
There  was  a  moment:ir>'  pause,  while  the  fury  of 
hrrnwyn  at  thin  unexiN-ctiKi  atiront,  ofli  red  to  him  in 
If  presence  of  all  his  Lckelwyr,  (i.  e.  noble  chiefs,  lite- 
lUy  men  of  hi;;h  stature)  S4Tmed  um  big  for  utterance,  I 
hen  the  silence  wasbmken  by  a  few  noies  (nm\  the  j 
ithcrto  mute  han>  of  C'ldwallon.  The  Prince  looked 
and  at  first  hkIi  rJifiplfasure  at  the  interruiiinm,  for 
;  was  himself  about  to  sfK-ak;  hut  when  he  iH-iield 
e  banl  iN-ndinuover  his  han*  with  an  air  of  inspira- 
m,  and  hlmdilig  togi'lher,  with  unexampled  skill, 
e  wililest  and  most  exalted  ion«  s  of  his  art,  he 
mseif  U-canic  an  anditor  instead  of  u  speaker,  and 
ulwallon,  not  the  Prinee  Hcemrd  to  lK.*eome  the 
ntrul  \itnnt  of  tlu*  assembly,  on  whom  all  eyes  were 
nt,  and  to  whom  earhear  w-as  turned  with  hrcalh- 
V  eagerness,  as  if  his  strains  were  the  reS|)oiitkt(  of 
t oracle. 

"We  wed  not  witli  the  stranser,"~thus  burst  the 
ng  from  thf  lips  of  the  ixiei.  "Vortipern  weddwl 
itn  tlie  sirangir;  thence  came  the  tiift  wo  iip»>n 
-itaiii  nml  a  swurd  u|)on  her  iioltles,  and  a  thun- 
fbtili  u|Hin  h<T  palacif.  We  wi-d  not  with  the 
islavetl  Savon- the  frm>  and  princely  stag  seeks 
rt  for  his  hride  the  heifer  whose  neck  the  yoke 
ith  worn.  We  weil  not  with  the  rapacious  Norman 
the  noble  hound  scorns  to  setk  a  mate  from  the 


herd  of  ravening  wolves.  When  wbs  it  hMti!  that 
the  Cymry,  the  descendants  of  Brute,  the  tnia 
children  of  the  soil  of  fair  Britain,  were  plundered, 
oppressed,  bereft  of  their  birthright,  and  insulted  evea 
in  their  last  retreats?— when  but  since  they  stretched 
their  hand  in  friendship  to  the  stranger,  and  clasped 
(o  their  bosoms  the  daughter  of  the  Saxon  ?  Which 
of  the  two  is  feared?— the  empty  water-course  of 
summer,  or  the  channel  of  the  headlong  winter  tor* 
rent?— A  maiden  smiles  at  the  suminer-shnmk  brook 
while  she  crosses  it,  but  a  barbed  horse  and  his  rider 
will  fear  to  stem  the  %viniry  flood.  Men  of  Mhthravel 
and  Powys,  be  the  dreaded  flood  of  winter— G wen wyn 
son  of  Cyverliock !— may  thy  plume  be  the  topmost 
of  its  waves!" 

All  thotights  of  peace,  thoughts  which  in  them- 
selves were  foreign  to  the  hearts  of  the  warhke 
British,  passed  before  the  songof  (v'adwallon  like  dust 
before  the  whirlwind,  and  the  unanimous  about  of 
I  he  assembly  dtH^lared  for  instant  war.  The  Prince 
himself  spoke  not,  but,  looking  proudly  around  him, 
flung  abroad  his  arm,  as  one  who  cheera  his  followers 
to  the  attack. 

The  priest,  had  he  dared,  might  have  reminded 
Gwenwyn,  that  the  C-ross  which  he  had  assumed  on 
his  shoulder,  had  consecrated  his  arm  to  the  Holy 
War,  and  precluded  his  engaging  in  any  civil  atrife. 
But  the  task  was  too  dangerous  lor  Father  Einion's 
courage,  and  he  shrunk  from  the  hall  to  the  aeclusion 
of  his  own  convent.  C'aradoc,  whose  brief  hour  ol 
popularity  was  past,  also  retired,  with  humbled  and 
dejected  looks,  and  not  without  a  glance  of  indigna- 
tion at  his  triumphant  rival,  who  nad  so  judiciously 
reser\'ed  his  display  of  art  for  the  theme  of  war,  that 
was  ever  most  popular  with  the  audience. 

The  chiefs  resumed  their  seats  no  longer  for  the 
purpose  of  festivity,  but  to  fix,  in  the  hasty  manner 
customary  among  these  pnmipt  warriors,  where  they 
were  to  assemble  their  forces,  which,  upon  sacn 
occasions,  comprehended  almost  all  the  able-bodied 
males  of  the  country,— for  all,  exc(*pting  the  priests 
and  the  bards,  were  soldiers.— and  to  settle  the  order 
of  their  descent  u|K>n  the  oevotid  marches,  where 
they  proposed  to  signalize,  by  general  ravage,  their 
sense  of  the  insult  which  their  Prince  had  received, 
by  the  rejectu)n  of  hia  suit. 


CHAPTER  III. 
Thf)  unds  are  number'd.  tliat  mske  up  my  hfe , 
Here  mul  I  ttmj,  and  lieie  my  life  muMt  end. 

iknry  r/..  Jet  /.,  flkviw  /F. 

When  Ravmond  Berenger  had  despatched  his  mur 
sion  to  the  Prince  of  Powys,  he  was  not  unsuspidoos, 
though  almgether  fearli^ss,  of  the  n-sult.  He  sent 
messengers  to  the  M!Veral  de|H>ndants  who  held  their 
fiefs  by  the  tenure  of  cornagc^  and  wanied  them  to 
he  on  the  alert,  that  he  might  re<*etve  instant  notice  of 
the  approach  of  th«-  enemy.  Thest;  vassals,  as  is  well 
known,  oc.cupi«i  the  numerous  towens  which,  like  so 
many  falctm  m-sth,  had  b<:i-n  built  on  the  points  most 
convenient  to  deftind  the  frontiers,  and  were  boimd 
to  give  sii;nal  of  any  incursion  of  the  Welsh,  by 
blowing  their  horns  ;  which  sounds,  answered  from 
tower  to  tower,  and  from  station  to  elation  gave  the 
alarm  for  general  defence.  But  although  Raymond 
conoidcn'd  these  precautions  as  necessary,  from  the 
fickle  and  prtrarious  temper  of  his  neishbours,  and 
ior  maintaining  his  own  credit  as  a  soldier,  he  waa 
far  from  U'lieving  the  danger  to  be  imminent ;  for  tlie 
preparations  of  the  Welsh,  though  on  a  much  more 
extensive  scale  than  had  lately  been  usual,  were  aa 
s«.cret,  as  their  resolution  of  war  had  been  suddenly 
adopted. 

It  was  upon  the  second  morning  after  the  memo- 
rable festival  of  r*astell-Coch,  that  the  tempest  broke 
on  the  Norman  frontier.  At  first  a  single,  \oi\vu  and 
keen  bugle-blast,  announced  the  ap|)roach  of  thv 
enemy ;  presently  the  signals  of  alarm  were  echoed 
from  every  castle  and  tower  on  the  bunJers  of  Shf^ 
shire,  where  every  place  of  habiiaimn  wafc  then  a 
fortress.  B(»coiis  were  lighted  upon  crags  and  emi- 
nences, the  Mis  were  rung  backward  in  thechurcbei 
and  towns,  while  the  general  and  eanieat  auninuHU  ID 
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arms  announcfid  an  extremity  of  danger  which  even 
the  inhabiiantB  of  that  unsettled  country  had  not 
hitherto  experienced. 

Amid    this   ffeneral   alarm,   Ravrnond   Bereneer, 
having  busied  himself  in  arranging  his  few  but  gallant 
followers  and  adherenta,  and  taken  such  modes  of 
procuring  intelli^ience  of  (he  enemy's  strength  and 
motions  as  wen;  in  his  power,  at  length  ascended  (he 
watch-tower  of  the  castle  to  observe  in  nerson  the 
country  around,  already  ohscun-d  in  several  places  by  : 
the  clouds  of  smoke,  which  announced  the  progress  ; 
and  the  nivuges  of  the  invaders.    He  was  cpeMlily  \ 
joined  by  hi^  favourite  squire,  to  whom  the  unusual  | 
titMivincss  of  his  master's  looks  was  cause  of  much  | 
surprise,  for  till  now  they  had  ever  been  blithest  at 
the  hour  of  battle.    The  muire  held  in  his  hand  his 
master's  helmet,  for  Sir  Raymond  waa  all  armed, 
saving  the  head.  I 

"Dennis  Morolt,"  said  the  veteran  soldier,  "are  our 
vaaaals  and  lief^emen  all  mustered  7"  | 

"  All,  noble  sir,  but  the  Flemings,  who  are  not  yet ! 
come  in."  I 

"  The  lazy  hounds,  why  tarry  they  ?"  said  Raymond. 
"lU  policy  It  is  to  plant  such  sluggish  natures  in  our 
borders.  They  are  like  thoir  own  steers,  fitter  to  tug  a 
plotigh  than  for  aught  that  requires  mettle." 

"  With  your  favour,"  said  Dennis.  "  the  knaves  can 
do  good  service  notwithstanding.  That  Wilkin  Flam- 
mock  of  the  Green  can  strike  like  the  hammers  of  his 
own  fuUinu-mill." 

"  He  will  fight,  I  believe,  when  he  cannot  help  it," 
•aid  Raymond ;  "  but  he  has  no  stomach  for  such 
coterciac,  and  is  as  slow  and  as  stubborn  as  a  mule." 

"  And  therefore  are  his  countrymen  rightly  matched 
against  the  Welsh^"  replied  Dennis  Morolt,  "  that 
their  solkl  and  unyielding  temper  mav  be  a  fit  foil  to 
the  fiery  and  headlong  dispositions  ot  our  dangerous 
neighbours,  just  as  restless  waves  are  best  opposed  by 
steadfast  rocks.— Hark,  sir,  I  hear  Wilkm  Flam- 
mock's  step  ascending  the  turret-stair,  as  deliberately 
as  ever  monk  mounted  to  matins." 

Step  by  step  the  heavy  sound  approached,  until  the 
form  of  the  huge  and  substantial  Fleming  at  lenp,th 
issued  from  the  turret-door  to  the  platform  where  ihey 
^vere  conversing.  Wilkin  Flanimock  waa  cased  in 
bright  armour,  of  unusual  weight  and  thickness,  and 
cleined  with  exceeding  care,  which  marked  the  neat- 
ness of  his  nation  ;  but,  contrary  to  the  custom  of  the 
Normans,  entirely  plain,  and  void  of  carving,  gilding, 
or  any  sort  of  ornament.  The  basenet,  or  steel-cap, 
had  no  visor,  and  left  exposed  a  broad  countenanc<'. 
with  heavy  and  unpliable  featurts,  which  announced 
the  character  of  his  temper  and  understanding.  He 
carried  in  his  hand  a  heavy  mace. 

"So,  Sir  Fleming,"  said  the Castellane,  "you  arein 
no  hurry,  methinks,  to  repair  to  the  rendezvous." 

"  So  please  you,"  answered  the  Fleming,  "  we  were 
oompelicd  to  tarry,  that  we  might  loadfour  wains 
with  our  bales  i>f  cloth  and  other  property." 

"  Ha !  wains'?— how  many  wains  have  you  brought 
with  yon?" 

"  Six,  noble  sir,"  replied  Wilkin. 

"And  how  many  men?"  demanded  Raymond 
Bereneer. 

**  Twelve,  valiant  sir,"  answered  Flammock. 

"Only  two  men  to  each  baugaia.'-wain  7  I  wonder 
you  would  thus  encumber  yourself,"  said  Bereug>>r. 

"  Under  your  favour,  sir,  onrc  more,"  replied  Wil- 
kin, "  it  is  only  thf>  value  whirh  I  and  my  comrades 
set  upon  our  goorls,  that  inclines  us  to  (fefend  them 
with  our  lK)dies  ;  n.n!,  had  we  iH.-cn  ohiiued  to  leave 
our  cloth  to  t'lp  plundering  chilehes  of  yonder  vnjfa- 
bonds,  I  should  nnvc  s<fn  small  policy  in  stopping 
here  to  give  thetn  thooM[)ortuniiy  ofudding  murder  to 
robl)ery.  Gloucesti^r  should  have  liecn  my  first  halt- 
ing-nlace." 

The  Norman  kniglit  gazed  on  the  Flemish  artisan, 
for  such  was  Wilkin  Flammoi'k,  with  sucha  mixtun* 
of  suipriae  and  contempt,  as  excluded  indignation.  "I 
have  heard  nmch,"  he  said,  "  but  this  is  the  first  time 
that  I  have  h<'ard  one  with  a  beard  on  his  lip  avouch 
himself  acowani." 

/*7Vordo  yon  hear  it  now,"  answered  Flammock, 
witk  tha  uttaoMt  coaapomm^*^!  am  always  ready  to 


fight  for  hfe  and  property;  and  myeoming  lothii 
cuiintr)-.  where  they  are  both  in  constant  danp. 
shows  that  I  care  not  much  how  often  I  do  mi.  AJi 
a  sound  skin  is  hrtter  than  ii  slashed  one,  for  all  ibit" 

"Well  "  said  Raymond  Berenger,  " fight aficrtfaisr 
own  fashion,  so  thou  wilt  hut  fight  stoutly  with  that 
long  body  of  thine.  We  are  like  to  have  need  for  i| 
that  we  can  do.— Saw  you  aught  of  these  riKiiHi 
Welsh  7— have  they  Gwenwyn's  banner  amoonl 
them?" 

"  I  saw  it  with  the  white  dragon  displayed,**  repU 
Wilkin ;  "  I  could  not  but  know  it,  since  it  wis  braid* 
ered  in  my  own  loom." 

Raymoiid  hniked  so  grave  upoh  this  inttlliscfn 
that  Dennis  MorolL,  unwilling  the  Fleming  shooU 
mark  it,  thought  it  necessary  to  withdraw  hii  at- 
tention. "  I  can  tell  thee,"  ne  said  to  Flammock, 
"that  when  the  Constable  of  Chester  joins  uswiA 
his  lances,  you  shall  s<-e  your  handiwork,  the  dnra, 
fly  fai»te(  homeward  than  ever  flew  the  t^huttie  woiA 
wove  it." 

"  It  must  fly  before  (he  Constable  comes  vp,  Dan 
Morolt,"  said  Ktrenger,  "else  it  will  fly  triumpbui 
over  all  our  bodies." 

"In  the  name  of  God  and  the  Holy  Vinan  f  mi 
D'^nnis,  "  what  may  you  mean.  Sir  Knight?— not  ibu 
we  should  Rsht  wiih  the  Welsh  before  the  Constable 
joins  us  7"— Hepaufiixl,  and  then,  well  understandiBi 
the  firm,  yet  melancholy  glance,  with  which  his  nni- 
ter  answered  the  question,  he  pn>ceedod  with  JB 
more  vehement  earnestness—"  Vou  cannot  mein  ji- 
you  cannot  intend  that  we  shall  quit  this  castle,  vluk 
we  have  so  often  made  good  against  them,  and  OOS' 
tend  in  the  field  with  two  hundred  nw^  agaisii 
thousands  ?— Think  better  of  it  my  beloved  mani^ 
and  let  not  the  rashness  of  your  old  age  blemish  ihn 
character  for  wisdom  and  warlike  skill,  which  yoa 
former  life  has  so  nobly  won." 

"I  am  not  angry  with  you  for  blaming  my  poipoi^ 
Dennis,"  answereiJ  the  Gorman,  "for  I  know  roaia 
it  in  love  to  me  and  mine.  But.  Dennis  Morolt,  (Ua 
thing  must  be— we  must  fight  the  Welshmen  wiilna 
these  three  hours,  or  the  name  of  Raymond  l)<:mi|ei 
must  be  blotted  from  the  genealogy  of  his  house." 

"And  so  we  will -we  will  fight  thein,  my  nohk 
master,"  said  the  esquire;  "fear  not  cold  couhCI 
from  Dennis  Morolt,  where  battle  is  the  theme.  BK 
we  wdl  fight  them  under  the  walls  of  the  castle,  with 
honest  Wilkin  Flammock  and  his  cross-buws  on  tk 
wall  to  protect  our  flanks,  and  afford  us  some  balaiBa 
against  the  numerous  odds." 

"Not  so,  Dennis,"  answered  his  mastor— "in  iba 
open  field  we  must  fight  them,  or  thy  master  inM 
ronk  but  as  a  manswom  kniuht.  Know,  that  when 
I  A>asted  yonder  wily  savage  in  my  halls  at  Chmt- 
mas,  and  when  the  wine  was  flowine  fastest  arosnL 
Gwenwyn  threw  out  some  praises  of  the  fasinesaaao 
strength  of  my  castle,  in  a  manner  which  intimated 
it  was  these  advantnps  aUne  that  had  secured  ne 
in  former  wars  from  defeat  and  captivity.  I  spokeis 
answer,  when  I  had  far  better  been  silent;  fur  what 
availed  my  idle  boast,  but  as  a  fetter  to  bind  metoa 
d<ml  next  to  m.'idness?  If,  I  said,  a  prince  of  the 
Cymry  shall  again  come  in  hostile  fashion  before  ihe 
Cianic  Doloureust*,  let  him  pitch  his  standard  dovi 
in  yonder  plain  by  the  bridge,  and,  by  the  word  of  a 
good  knight,  and  the  faith  of  a  Christian  man.Raf* 
mond  Beremrer  will  meet  hiui  as  willingly,  be  faetne* 
ny  or  be  he  few,  as  ever  Welshman  was  met  withal 

Dennis  was  stnick  sjicechless  when  he  hr'ardofa 
promise  so  rash,  so  fatal ;  but  his  was  not  tlw  caia* 
istry  which  could  release  his  master  from  the  fnwi 
wiih  which  his  unwarv  confidence  had  bound  ho. 
It  was  otherwise  with  Wilkin  Flammock.  He  *tana 
—he  almost  lauglniJ,  noiwithstunding  the  reverciw 
due  to  the  Castellane.  and  his  own  insensibiiiif  H 
risible  emotions.  "And  is  ihis  all?"  he  said,  "u 
your  honour  had  pledged  yourself  to  pay  one  liuodred 
florins  to  a  few  or  to  u  Lonibsird,  no  doubt  vou  nijj 
have  kept  the  day,  or  forfeited  your  pledge;  hutvBf! 
one  day  is  as  aoad  as  another  to  keiii  a  pmoiise  w 
fighting,  and  lliat  day  is  best  in  which  the  promietf 
is  strongest.  Hut  indeed,  after  all,  what  signifies aV 
ptomisa  over  a  wine  flagon  V 
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*It  siffnifipfl  as  mach  m  a  promise  cnn  do  that  19 
icn  tiiK'whcTe.  The  proiiii*** r,"  said  IJcTinjiPr, 
•MnpTifl  not  the  sin  of  n  woni -breaker,  becauiK  he 
idi  befi)  a  dninkrn  braiErunrt." 
"For  the  sin,"  Haid  Dennis,  "sure  I  am.  ihnt  ra- 
er  (ban  you  should  do  suoh  deed  of  dolf\  ihr  Abbot 
GIastoiiliur>'  would  ab»o)ve  you  for  a  tloriu." 
"Bat  what  shall  wip«^  out  the  shame  ?"  demanded 
tnfler—**  how  shall  I  dare  to  show  myself  afn&in 
vuig  press  of  knights,  who  have  broken  my  wont 
battle  plcd^txi,  for  fear  of  a  Welshman  and  his 
ked  savaf^y  ?  No  t  Dennis  Morolt,  sp(>ak  of  it  no 
ire.  Be  It  for  weal  ur  wo,  we  tU»ht  them  to-day, 
d  upon  yonder  fair  field." 

*Il  may  bo,"  said  Klammock,  "that  Gwenwyn 
If  have  forgotten  the  pmmi!«e,  and  so  fail  to  ap- 
ir  to  claim  it  in  the  ai.>|)oint(Hi  sf^ace;  for,  as  we 
irvl,  your  wines  of  France  HooiKhI  his  Welsh  brains 

'He  airiin  alluded  to  it  on  the  morning  after  it 
It  made,*'  said  the  Castellane— "  trust  nie,  he  will 
I'fbnri't  what  will  give  him  such  a  chance  of  re- 
Ffing  me  from  his  path  fi^r  ever." 
U  he  («rt>ke,  the\'  obitervrtl  that  large  clouds  of 
IL  which  had  Uenwceii  iit  dilli  rent  points  (»f  the 
idsrape,  wr-rodmwinKdown  (owiirdii  the  ooposiie 
e  of  the  river,  over  which  nn  ancient  hriilge  e.x- 
kM  i  I  St  If  to  the  appoiiiU-d  place  of  eomlmi.  They 
ft  at  no  loi^s  to  conjecture  the  cause.  It  was  evi- 
it  that  Gwenwyn,  recalling  the  parlies  who  had 
1)  engaged  in  partial  devastation,  was  bending 
Ih  his  whole  forces  towards  the  bridge  and  the 
tin  beyond  it. 

'Let  us  rush  down  and  secure  the  pass,"  snid  Den- 
I  Murolt;  "we  may  debate  with  them  with  some 
nifty  liv  »he  advantace  of  dffcmlins  the  bridge, 
ur  word  bound  you  to  the  plain  as  to  a  field  of  battle, 
I  it  did  not  oblige  vou  10  fort>go  such  adviintages  as 
'  rassu'411  of  tlio  bridpj  would  atlord.  Our  men, 
r  norst s,  are  ready— lit  our  bownicQ  siHjure  the 
iks,  and  my  life  on  (he  issue." 
'When  I  f»romi«tl  to  meet  him  in  yonder  field,  I 
anr,"  rephed  Raymond  Hennucr,  " to  give  the 
ilshman  the  full  advaiitagi!  of  (quality  of'gn)und. 
0 meant  it— he  so  understofMl  it;  and  what  avails 
■ping  ntv  wo*-d  in  the  Utter,  if  I  break  it  in  the 
ise?    We  move  not  till  the  last  Welslnnan  has 

ifsed  the  bridge;  nnd  then'' 

'Ami  thin."  snid  Dennis,  "  we  move  to  our  death ! 

iay  f  n)d  fiir^'ivi*  our  sins  1    Uul" 

'Rut  what  ? '  said  Rereiiger;   "something  sticks 

ihi'  mind  that  sliuuld  have  vmt." 

'My  young  lady,  your  daughter  the  Lady  Eve- 

'I  have  told  her  what  is  to  be.  She  shall  remain 
the  ca*itle,  where  1  will  leave  a  few  cho.«en  veir> 
IS.  with  you,  Dennis,  to  command  them,  in 
eniy-finir  hours  the  siege  will  be  rilieved,  and  we 
ft  Hi-ieiid4.il  it  longer  with  a  sliL'hier  garrison. 
«n  to  her  aunt,  the  AbU-sH  of  the  Keiiedictme  sis- 
»— iltou,  Dennis,  wilt  ste  her  placed  there  in  ho- 
ir  and  safety,  and  my  sister  will  care  for  her  futuie 
viMiin  as  her  windom  shall  (leierniine." 
'/leavf.'  you  at  this  pinch!"  snid  Dennis  Morolr, 
Pting  into  tears— "/shut  inyself  uo  within  walls, 
en  my  miiHitr  rides  to  his  bint  of  bullies:—/  Ur- 
raeefqirre  to  a  lady,  even  thuiigli  it  Im.'  to  theljuiy 
•liu-,  when  he  liisdead  under  his  shield  I— Kay- 
IkI  Reieiiuer.  is  it  lor  this  thai  1  have  buckled  thy 
M)ur  :*o  olieii '?" 
'he  li  :irs  giinbcd  from  the  old  warrior's  j-yes  as 

as  fri'iii  tlioj-i"  4»f  a  t»irl  who  w«vps  tor  her  lover; 

RayiiiOiid,  taking  him  kindly  by  the  hand.  sai<l, 
L  soot  lung  lone,  "  Do  nut  iliink,  my  giKNl  old  serv- 
,  ihai,  w«  re  honour  to  be  wjin,  I  would  drive  thee 
niiiy  sifle.  Rut  (his  is  a  wild  and  an  inmnsider- 
rie««{,  to  which  my  fate  or  my  folly  has  liound  inc. 
ir  to  Mive  my  namtt  from  dishoiHiur;  but,  alas  I 
n  ltBvei>n my  memor>' the chargt^ o( imprudence." 
V>'t  liie  hhare  your  iinpnideiice,  my  di  arest  mas- 
"  s.iid  l>«'nnis  Moroll,  eiiriiestly;— '*  the  \hk*t 
life  has  no  business  lo  be  ihouuiit  wiMer  (ban  bis 
Iter.  In  many  a  battle  my  valour  derived  some 
c  fame  Iroui  partaking  in  thu  deals  which  won 


vour  renown—deny  me  not  the  rifdit  to  share  in  that 
blame  which  your  lemeriiy  may  incur;  let  them  not 
say,  thiit  so  rash  was  his  action,  even  his  old  esquira 
was  not  piTmirted  to  partake  in  it!  I  am  partot 
yourself— It  is  munler  (o  every  man  whom  you  take 
with  you,  if  vou  leave  me  behind." 

"Dennis^"  said  Herenger,  "you  make  me  ffecl  yet 
more  bitterly  the  folly  I  have  yielded  to.  I  woulc. 
grant  you  the  boon  you  ask,  sad  bs  it  is— But  my 
daughter'* 

"  Sir  Knight,"  said  the  Fleming,  who  had  list- 
erM?d  to  this  dialogic  with  somewhat  less  than  his 
usual  apathy,  "  it  is  not  my  purpose  this  day  to  leave 
this  castle :  now  if  you  could  trust  my  troth  to  do 
what  R  plain  man  may  for  the  protection  of  my  Lady 
Eveline' 

"How,  sirrah!"  said  Raymond;  "  you  do  not 
prop(»se  to  leave  the  castle  1  Who  gives  you  right 
to  pro|>ose  or  dispose  in  the  case,  until  my  pleasuiti 
is  known  7" 

"  I  shall  be  sorry  to  have  words  with  yon,  Sir  Cas- 
tcllane,"  said  the  iinperiurbable  Fleming;— "but  I  hohi 
here,  in  this  township,  certain  mills,  tenements,  cloth- 
yards,  and  so  forth,  for  which  1  am  to  pfiv  nian-ser- 
vitv  in  defending  this  Castle  of  the  Garde  Doloureusc, 
and  in  this  I  ain  ready.  But  if  you  call  on  me  to 
march  from  hence,  leaving  the  same  castle  defence- 
li'MS,  and  to  ofl'er  up  my  life  in  u  battle  which  yoa 
acknowledge  to  im  desperate,  I  must  needs  say  my 
tenure  binds  me  not  to  oIrv  thee." 

"Base  mechanic!"  said  Morolt,  laying  his  haiid  on 
his  daguer,  and  menacing  the  Fleming. 

But  Kavmond  Berenger  interfered  with  voice  and 
hand—"  Harm  him  not,  Morolt,  and  blanuj  him  nou 
He  hath  a  sense  of  diitv,  though  not  after  our  man- 
ner; and  he  and  his  knave?  .will  fight  best  behind 
stone  walls.  They  are  taught  also,  these  Flemings, 
by  the  practice  of  their  own  country,  (he  adack  and 
defence  of  walled  cities  and  fortresses,  and  are  espe- 
cially skilful  in  working  of  mangonels  and  military 
engines.  There  are  several  of  his  countrymen  in  the 
castle,  besides  his  own  followers.  These  J  propose  to 
leave  behind ;  and  I  think  they  will  obey  nim  mora 
rciidily  than  any  but  myself— bow  ihink'st  thou? 
I'hou  wouldst  nut,  I  know,  from  a  misconstnied 
point  of  honour,  or  a  blind  love  to  me,  leave  this  im- 
portant place,  and  tlie  safety  of  Eveline,  in  doubtful 
hands?'' 

"Wilkin  FlamniiK-.k  is  but  a  Flemish  clown,  nobl* 
sir,"  answend  Dennis,  as  much  oxerjoyi-d  as  if  be 
had  obtained  some  important  advantage ;  "  but  1  must 
net.-ds  say  he  is  as  stout  and  true  as  any  whom  you 
might  trust:  and,  besides,  his  own  shrewdness  will 
teach  him  there  is  mon*  to  be  gained  by  defending 
such  n  castle  as  this  than  by  yielding  il  (o  strangers, 
who  may  not  be  likely  to  kvtv  >he  terms  of  surrender, 
however  fairly  thev  may  oirer  them." 

"It  is  fi.\tHl  then,**'  said  Raymond  Rerenger.  "  Then, 
D'-niiis,  ilioii  sbalr  go  with  me,  and  be  shall  remain 
Itehind.— Wilkin  FlainnuK'k,"  he  said^.  addressing 
the  Fleming  H)lemnly,  "  I  s(N>ak  not  to  Tiiee  the  lan- 
uuage  of  chivaln',  of  which  thou  knowct>t  nothing; 
but,  as  thou  art  lin  honest  man,  and  a  trueChris(ian, 
1  conjure  ihce  to  stand  to  the  defence  of  this  castle. 
I^t  lin  promise  of  (he  enemy  draw  (bee  to  any  base 
coiniN)Hitioii  -  no  threat  to  any  surrender.  Ridief  must 
speedily  arrive:  if  you  fulfil' your  trust  to  me  and  lo 
my  daughter,  Hu«o  de  Lacy  will  rewaid  you  ricniy— 
if  vou  fail,  be  will  punish  vou  Mvcn ly." 

'*  Sir  Kniuht,"  said  FlaiiiniiMrk,  "1  am  pleased  you 
have  fttni  v<»ur  trust  m>  far  in  a  plain  handicraftsman. 
For  the  WcWii  1  am  come  from  a  land  for  which  wo 
were  comiwlled— yearly  coiiipelUrd— to  struggle  with 
the  sea;  and  (hey  who  can  deal  wi(h  (he  wavea  in  A 
teinpc-st.  need  not  feiir  an  undisciplined  people  in  thdr 
fury.  Vour  datigbter  shall  be  as  dear  to  mess  mine 
own-;  and  in  that  faith  you  may  prick  forth— iC  indeed, 
vou  <will  not  still,  like  a  wiser  man,  shut  gate,  down 
portcullis,  up  drawbridge,  and  let  ytMirarcherssndmy 
cToss-lwws  Hian  the  wall,  and  tell  the  knaves  you  am 
no!  the  f(Hil  that  (bey  take  you  for."  . 

"  (iihnI  ffllow,  that  must  not  be,"  said  the  Knight 
"  I  bear  my  daughter's  voie<%"  he  odded  hastily  :  "  I 
would  not  again  meet  her,  again  to  part  from  hei. 
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Td  Heaven's  keeprng  I  oommit  thee,  honest  Fleming;. 
■^Follow  me,  Dennis  Morolt." 

The  old  Castellsne  descended  the  siairof  the  south- 
em  tower  hastily,  just  as  his  daughter  Rvrlim*  om- 
cended  that  of  the  ensicm  turret,  to  throw  herself  at 
his  feet  once  more.  She  was  followed  by  the  Father 
Aldrovand,  chaplain  of  her  father;  by  an  oki  and 
almost  invaliiied  huntsman,  whose  more  active  ser- 
vices in  the  field  and  the  chase  had  been  for  sonit; 
time  chiefly  limited  to  the  superintendence  of  the 
Knight's  kennels,  and  the  charve  especially  of  his 
more  favourite  hounds;  and  by  Rose  Flammock,  the 
daughter  of  Wilkin,  a  blue-eyed  Flemish  maiJc.-n, 
round,  plump,  and  sny  as  a  partridge,  who  had  been 
for  some  time  permitted  to  keep  company  with  the 
high-bom  Norman  damsel,  in  a  duubttul  station, 
betwixt  that  of  an  humble  friend  and  superior  do- 
mestic. 

Eveline  mshed  upon  the  battlements,  her  hair 
dishevelhvJ,  and  her  eyt.'S  drowned  in  tears,  and 
eagerly  demanded  of  the  Fleming  where  her  father 
was. 

Flammock  made  a  clumsy  reverence,  and  attempt- 
ed some  answer;  hut  his  voice  seemed  to  fail  him. 
He  turned  his  back  upon  Eveline  without  ceremony, 
and,  totally  disregarding  the  anxious  inquiries  of  the 
huntsman  and  the  chaplain,  he  snid  iiastilv  to  his 
daughter,  in  his  own  language,  "Mad  work!  mad 
work  I  k>ok  to  the  poor  maiden,  Roschen— />er  alUr 
fferr  ist  rerrurhf."* 

Without  farther  sncech,  he  descended  the  stairs, 
and  never  paused  till  he  reached  the  buttery.  Here 
he  called  like  a  lion  for  the  controller  of  these  regions, 
by  the  various  names  of  Kammerer,  Keller-master, 
and  so  forth^  to  which  the  old  R*)inoid.  an  ancient 
Norman  esquire,  answered  not,  until  the  Netherlander 
fortunately  recolliTted  his  Anfrio-Norman  title  of 
butler.  This,  his  regular  name  of  office,  was  the  key 
to  the  buttery  hatch,  and  the  okl  man  instantly  ap- 
peared, with  his  grnv  cassock  and  high  rolletl  hose,  a 
ponderous  hunch  of  keys  suspended  by  a  silver  chain 
to  his  broad  leathem  girdle,  which,  in  consideration 
of  the  emergency  of  the  time,  he  had  thought  it  rii^ht 
to  balance  on  the  leA  side  with  a  huge  falchion, 
which  seemed  much  too  weighty  for  his  old  arm  to 
wield. 

"What  is  your  will,"  he  said,  "Master  Flam- 
mock? or  what  are  voiir  commands,  since  it  is  my 
lord's  pleasure  that  they  shall  be  laws  to  me  for  a 
time  ?'^ 

"  Only  a  cup  of  wine,  good  Meister  Kellar-master— 
butler,  1  mean." 

"I  am  gind  you  remember  the  name  of  mine  office," 
aaid  Reinold,  with  some  of  the  petty  rt*sentinent  of  a 
apoilod  dome<*tic,  who  thinks  that  a  stranger  has 
bisen  irregularly  put  in  commnnd  over  him. 

"  A  fla^n  oir  Hlienish,  if  you  love  me,"  answered 
the  Fleming,  "for  my  heart  is  low  and  poor  within 
tne.  and  I  must  needs  drink  the  best." 

/'And  drink  you  shall."  said  Reinold,  '*if drink  will 
give  you  the  coura^(>  which  i>erhaps  you  may  want." 
—He  descended  to  the  secret  crj'pts,  of  whicli  he  was 
the,  guardian,  and  returned  with  a  silver  flngim, 
which  misht  contain  about  a  quart. — "Here  is  sueh 
wine,"  snid  Ri^inold,  "as  thou  nast  seldom  tasinl," 
and  wasaliout  to  pour  it  into  a  cup. 

"Nay,  the  flason— the  flagon,  friend  Reinold ;  I  love 
a  deep  and  solemn  drauKht  when  the  business  is 
weighty,"  snid  Wilkin.  He  seixtvl  on  the  flogon  ac- 
cordingly, anddrinkmg  a  preparatory  mouthful, paused 
as  if  to  estimate  the  strength  and  flavour  of  the 
generous  liqmr.  Apparently  he  was  plonsi^  with 
lioth,  for  he  nodded  in  appmSntion  to  the  butler ;  and, 
raising  the  flagon  to  his  mouth  once  more,  he  slowly 
and  i^radiially  bmtight  the  bottom  of  the  vessel  paroi- 
lal  With  the  roof  of  the  apnriment,  without  sufloring 
one  drop  of  the  contents  to  escape  him. 

"That  hath  savour,  Herr  Keller-master,"  said  he, 
wmle  he  was  recovering  his  breath  by  injcrvals,  after 
■0  king  a  suspense  of  respiration  ;  "  but,  may  lieaven 
(ilgivi:  you  for  thinking  it   the  best  I  have  ever 

*  Ths  old  lord  n  f^tie. 


tasted !  Vou  little  know  the  cellars  of  Ghent  and  of 
Vpres." 

And  I  care  not  for  them."  s-nid  Reinold ;  "those 
of  gentle  Norman  blood  hold  the  wines  of  GaMtmy 
and  France,  generous,  light,  and  cordial^  worth  ill 
the  acid  potatii>ns  of  the  Rhine  and  tbe  Neckar." 

"All  is  matierof  taste,"  said  the  Fleming;  "hrt 
hark  ye— Is  there  much  of  this  wine  in  the  txilarf 

"  Mi't bought  hut  now  it  pleased  not  your  dainty 
palattt  7"  said  Ri>inoId. 

"Nay,  nay,  my  friend,"  said  Wilkin,  "I  said  it  hid 
savour— I  iiiuy  have  drunk  better— but  this  is  right 
good,  where  btticr  may  not  be  had.— Again,  UM 
much  of  if  hnst  thou  ?" 

"The  whole  butt,  man,"  answerc?d  the^ butler;  "I 
have  broa"heil  a  fresh  piece  for  you." 

"(i<iod,"  replied  Flanmiock;  "get  the  quart-pot ol 
Christian  measure;  heave  the  cask  up  into  this  buds 
buttery,  and  let  twch  soldier  of  this  castle  be  serral 
with  such  a  cup  as  I  have  here  swallowed.  I  fed  it 
hath  done  me  much  good— my  heart  was  sinking 
when  I  saw  the  black  smoke  ansing  from  mine  own 
fulling-mills  yonder.  I«et  each  man,  I  say,  have  a 
full  quart-pot— men  defend  not  castlea  on  ihm 
liquors." 

"I  must  do  as  vou  will,  good  Wilkio  Flammock,'* 
said  the  butler;  ^'but  I  pray  remember  all  men  in 
not  alike.  That  which  will  but  worm  your  Flemiih 
hearts,  will  fiut  wildfire  into  Norman  brains;  and 
what  may  tmly  encourage  your  cH>untr>'men  to  nai 
the  walls,  will  make  ours  fly  over  the  battlcmentu" 

"  Well,  you  know  the  conilitions  of  your  own  coun* 
tr\'men  Wst :  si>rve  out  to  thorn  what  wines  and  tnct* 
stire  you  list— only  let  each  Fleming  have  a  solema 
quart  of  Rhenish.— Hut  what  will  you  do  for  the  Ens' 
lish  churls,  of  whom  there  are  a  right  many  left  with 

US'?" 

The  old  butler  pausi>d.  and  nibbed  his  brow.- 
"  There  will  he  a  strnni^e  waste  of  liquor,"  he  said; 
"  and  yet  I  may  not  deny  that  the  emergency  ni«y 
defend  the  expenditure.  But  for  the  English,  they 
ore,  as  you  wot,  a  mixed  breed,  having  niurh  of  your 
rreriiian  siillenneHS,  t-tgotherwith  a  plentiful  toucDol 
the  hoc  blood  of  yondrr  Welsh  furies.  Light  wiMi 
stir  them  not ;  strong  heavy  draughts  would  niaddro 
them.  What  think  you  of  ale,  an  invigoratiBft 
sin'nirthening  li<iuor,  tlial  warms  the  heart  withoil 
inflaming  the  hnnin  7" 

"Ale!"  said  the  Fleming.— " Hum— ha-is  yoB 
ale  miditv,  Sir  Huiler  7— is  it  double  ale  7" 

"  Do  you  doubt  mv  skill  ?"  said  the  butler.- 
"  March  and  (K'tober  have  witnessed  me  ever  aslbcy 
cnme  round,  for  thirty  yt-nrs,  deal  with  the  best  bu^ 
ley  in  Shror»shin\— ^  imi  shall  judge." 

He  filled,  from  a  large  hogshead  in  the  comer  of 
the  buttery,  the  flaaon  which  the  FK>miiig  had  iort 
cmpiiecl,  and  which  wns  no  sooner  replenished  thia 
—Wilkin  again  drained  it  to  the  bottom. 

"Gfxxl  ware,"  he  snid.  "Mnsier  Rutler,  atioiiff 
stincing  ware.  The  English  churls  will  fight  like 
devils  u|ton  it— let  them  he  furnished  with  mighty  lio 
alorig  with  their  bi>ef  and  brown  bread.  Aiid  now, 
having  given  you  your  charge,  Master  Reinold,  it  it 
time  I  should  look  after  mine  own." 

Wilkin  Flammock  left  the  buttery,  and  with  i 
mien  and  judgment  alike  undisturbed  bv  the  deepiio- 
lations  in  which  he  had  so  n*cently  indulged,  aiiai** 
turlted  also  by  the  various  rumours  concerning  whit 
was  passing  without  doors,  he  made  the  round  of  ibf 
casili^  nnd  its  outworks,  musten-d  the  little  gamson, 
and  assigned  to  each  their  posts,  nwerving  to  bit 
own  countrymen  the  managipmcnt  ot  the  arblsMt, 
or  crossbows,  nnd  of  the  miiiiary  engines  which  wen 
contrived  by  the  proud  Normaiis,  and  were  incosh 

f>rehenBible  to  the  isnorent  English,  or,  morn  praper- 
y,  Anglo-Saxons,  of  the  period,  hut  which  liis  mots 
adroit  connirvme.'i  managed  with  great  addrest. 
The  jealousies  entertained  by  borh  the  Nf >rmans  and 
English,  at  beinu  plac(>d  under  the  tempi^rary  eon- 
inn  ml  of  a  Fleminir.  gradual  I  v  yiel<lc<l  to  the  inililary 
und  mechanical  skill  which  he  disidayed,  as  m'cII  at 
to  a  scnsf?  of  the  emergency,  which  became  RXeaMI 
with  every  inomenu 
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CHAPTER  IV. 


Bp«id«  ren  brtcir  out  owcr  fon  bum, 
Wlwr«  ihtt  water  bickereth  bnirlit  ami  i 

MmII  many  a  failinc  covraer  iiHirn, 
▲ad  knif Uta  ahaU  die  in  batUtf  krrn. 

Profluey  ^  T9k0iM«  (Ike  ttkymtr, 

Tm  dtuffhter  of  Raymond  Berengcr,  with  the  at- 
odanui  whom  we  have  menrioned,  continued  to 
fiuin  upon  the  battlements  of  the  Garde  Doloureuao, 
«pitc  of  the  exhortations  of  the  priest  that  she  would 
iher  await  the  issue  of  this  terrible  interval  in  the 
la^el,  and  amid  the  rites  of  religion.  He  perceived, 
lenihh,  that  she  was  incapable,  from  grief  and  fear, 
attending  lo,  or  understanding  his  advice ;  and,  sit- 
iff  down  Deside  her,  while  the  huntsman  and  Rose 
■minock  stood  by,  endeavourfd  to  susgest  such 
fnfort  a«  ncrliaps  he  scarct;ly  felt  himsellT 
"  This  is  but  a  sally  of  your  noble  father's,"  he  said ; 
ind  though  it  may  seem  it  is  made  on  great  hazard, 
!t  who  ever  questioned  Sir  Raymond  Bcrenger's  po- 
7  of  wara  7— He  is  close  and  secret  in  his  putposes. 
gueM  right  well  he  had  not  marched  out  as  he  pro- 
laes,  unless  he  knew  that  the  noble  Earl  of  Arundel, 
■  the  mighty  Constable  of  Chester,  were  close  at 
ind." 

"Think  you  this  assuredly,  good  father?— Go, 
■oul-— go,  my  dearest  Rose— look  to  the  cast— sec  if 
Ni  cannot  descry  banners  or  cloulds  of  dust— Listen 
•lisk>n— hear  you  no  trumpets  from  that  quarter?" 
"Alas!  my  lady,"  said  Raoul,  "the  thunder  of 
saven  coula  scarce  be  heard  amid  the  howling  of 
Hider  Welsh  wolves."  Eveline  turned  as  he  spoke, 
nd,  looking  towards  the  bridge,  she  beheld  an  ap- 
illmg  spectacle. 

The  river,  whose  stream  washes  on  three  sides  the 
lac  of  the  proud  eminence  on  which  the  castle  is 
tuted,  curves  away  from  the  fortress  and  its  cor- 
»ponding  village  on  the  west,  and  the  hill  sinks 
ownwarrl  to  an  extensive  plain,  so  extremely  level 
I  lo  indicate  its  alluvial  origin.  Iiowrr  down,  at  the 
ititemity  of  this  plain,  where  the  banks  again  close 
n  the  nver,  were  situated  the  manufacturing  houses 
f  the  stout  Flemings^  which  were  now  iHiming  in  a 
fight  flame.  The  bridge,  a  high,  narrow  comoina- 
ion  of  arrhes  of  unequal  size,  was  about  half  a  mile 
lisunt  from  the  castle,  in  the  very  centre  of  the  plain. 
rhe  nvt-r  iiaelf  ran  in  a  deep  rocky  channel,  was  often 
Blbrdahle,  and  at  all  times  difficult  of  passage,  giving 
mifidprable  advantage  to  the  defenders  of  the  castle, 
vho  had  spent  on  other  occasions  many  a  dear  drop  of 
ilood  tu  defend  the  paie^  which  Raymond  Hcrengcr's 
fintastic  scruples  now  induced  him  to  abandon.  The 
Welshman,  seizing  the  opportunity  with  the  avidity 
vith  whirh  men  grasp  an  unexpected  benefit,  were 
fm  rniwding  over  the  high  and  steep  arches,  while 
■nr  bands,  collecting  from  different  points  upon  the 
farther  Imnk,  increased  the  continued  stream  of  war- 
nore,  who,  passing  leisurely  and  uniniermpied,  formed 
ikeir  fine  of  battle  on  the  plain  opposite  to  the  castle. 
At  finvt  Father  Aldrovand  viewed  their  motions 
vidiout  anxiety,  nay,  with  the  scornful  smile  of  one 
who  observes  an  enemy  in  the  act  of  falling  into  the 
■laie  spread  for  them  by  superior  skill.  Raymond 
Bneng«r,  with  his  litriebody  of  infantry  and  cavalry, 
*ve  drawn  upon  the  easy  hill  which  is  betwixt  the 
eifllle  and  the  plain,  ascending  from  the  fonner  to- 
ivirds  the  fortress ;  and  it  seemed  clear  to  the  Domini- 
!aii.  who  had  not  entirely  forgotten  in  the  cloister  his 
Micinit  military  ex|>erience,  that  it  was  tlie  KnighlV 
Mrpostf  lu  attack  the  disordered  enemy  when  a  certain 
mmber  had  crossed  the  river,  and  the  oth€>rs  were 
Mrtly  on  the  farther  skle,  and  partly  engaged  in  the 
ilow  and  perilous  manwuvreof  eflecting  their  (Missage. 
Bm  when  large  bodies  of  the  white-mantled  Welsh- 
nra  were  permitted  without  interruption  lo  take  such 
iideron  tne  plain  as  their  hnbitsuf  fighting  ret'om- 
feoulad,  the  monk's  countenance,  though  he  still  en- 
fai\'ournJ  to  spi>ak  encouragement  to  the, terrified 
Bvdine,  assumed  a  diflereni  and  an  anxious  ex- 
^resHon  ;  and  his  acquired  habits  of  resignation  con- 
tended strenuously  with  his  ancient  military  ardour. 
**  Be  patient,"  he  said,  "my  daughter,  and  be  of  good 
aanCiMrt ;  thine  eyea  shall  b<>hold  the  dismay  of  yonder 
Let  but «  mioutfl  el^wc^  tod  ihou 


Shalt  see  them  scattered  like  dust.— Saint  GeoiKeL 
the?  will  surely  cry  thy  nsme  now,  or  never !" 

The  monk>  beads  passed  mean  while  rnpidl/ 
through  his  handi*,  but  many  an  expression  of  mili- 
tary impatience  mingled  itself  with  his  orisons.  Ha 
could  not  conceive  the  cause  why  each  successive 
throng  of  mountaineers,  led  under  their  different  Dan- 
ners,,and  headed  by  their  respective  chieftains,  was 
permitted,  without  interruption,  to  pass  the  difficult 
defile,  and  extend  themselves  in  battle  array  on  the 
near  side  of  the  bridp:l^  while  the  En{(lish,  or  rather 
Anglo-Norman  cavalry,  remained  stationary,  without 
so  much  as  laying  their  lances  in  rrst.  There  re- 
mained, he  thought,  but  one  hope,— one  only  rational 
explanation  of  this  unaccountable  inactivity— this  vo- 
luntary surrender  of  ever>'  ndvantage  of  ground,  when 
that  of  numbers  was  so  tremendously  on  the  side  of 
the  enemy.  Father  Aldrovand  conclmled,  that  the 
succours  of  the  fVinstable  of  Chester,  and  other  Lord 
MarchcTS,  must  be  in  the  immediate  vicinity,  and  that 
the  Welsh  were  only  permitted  to  pass  the  nver  with- 
out opposition,  that  their  retreat  might  be  the  more 
effectually  cut  off!  and  their  defeat,  with  a  deep  river 
in  their  rear  rendered  the  more, signally  calamitous. 
But  even  while  he  clung  to  this  hope,  the  monk's 
heart  sunk  within  him.  as,  looking  in  every  direction 
from  which  the  exr>ected  succours  might  arrive,  he 
could  neither  see  nor  hear  the  slightest  token  which 
announced  their  apfinmch.  In  a  frame  oi  mind  ap- 
proaching more  nearly  to  despair  than  to  hope,  the  old 
man  continued  alternately  to  tell  his  beads,  to  gaze 
anxiously  around,  and  to  address  some  words  of  con- 
solation In  broken  phrases  to  the  young  ladv,  until  the 
general  shout  of  the  Welsh,  rinmng  from  the  bank  of 
the  river  to  the  battlements  of  the  castle,  warned  him, 
in  a  note  of  exultation,  thatthe  ver^'lastof  the  British 
had  defiled  through  the  pass,  and  that  their  whole 
formidable  array  stood  prompt  for  action  upon  the 
hither  side  of  the  river. 

This  thrilling  and  astounding  clamour,  to  which 
each  Welshman  lent  his  voice  with  sll  the  energy  of 
defiance,  thirst  of  battle,  and  hope  of  conqu(>8t,  was 
at  length  answered  by  the  blast  of  the  Norman  trum- 
pets,—the  first  sign  of  activity  which  had  been  exhi- 
bited on  the  part  of  Raymond  Berenger.  But  cheeril/ 
as  they  rung,  the  truinpi'ts,  in  comparison  of  the  shout 
which  they  answered,  souixJed  like  the  silver  whistle 
of  the  stout  boatswain  amid  the  howling  of  the  tern- 
peat. 

At  the  same  moment  when  the  trumpets  were 
blown,  Berenger  gave  signal  to  the  archers  to  dis- 
charge their  arrows,  and  the  men-ai-arms  to  advance 
under  a  hail-storm  of  shafts,  javelins,  and  stoneSi 
shot,  darted,  and  slung  by  the  Welsh  against  their 
steel-clad  aosailants. 

The  veterans  of  Raymond,  on  the  other  hand,  iti- 
mulated  by  many  victorious  recollections,  confident 
in  the  talents  of  their  aecomplished  leader,  and  un- 
disinayi-d  even  by  the  desperation  of  their  circum 
stances,  charged  the  mass  of  the  Welshmen  with 
their  usual  deiermined  valour.  It  was  a  gallant  sight 
to  see  this  little  iKMiy  of  cavalry  advance  to  the  onset, 
their  plumes  floating  above  their  helmets,  their  lances 
in  rest,  and  projf.'Cting  six  feet  in  length  liefore  the 
breasts  of  their  if>ur8<irs ;  tlieir  shields  hanging  from 
their  necks,  that  their  left  hands  might  have  fn.-«>dom 
to  guide  their  horstv,  snd  the  whole  body  rushing  on 
with  an  equal  front,  and  a  momentum  of  speed  which 
increased  with  every  si>cond.  S:>uch  an  ciset  might 
have  startled  naked  men,  (for  such  were  the  W<Jsh,  in 
respect  of  the  niail-sheathed  Normans.)  but  it  brought 
no  terrors  to  the  anci(>nt  British,  who  had  long  made 
it  their  boast  that  theyexfiosed  their  ban'  bosoms  snd 
while  tunics  to  the  lances  ami  swords  of  the  men-at- 
arms^  with  as  much  confidence  as  if  they  hnd  been 
born  invulnerable.  It  was  noi  indeed  in  their  i>ower 
to  witlisiand  the  weiirht  of  the  first  8ho<rk,  which, 
breaking  their  ranks,  densely  as  they  were  arranged, 
carried  the  bariied  hon4-s  into  the  very  ei>ntre  of  tncir 
host,  and  well  nigh  up  to  the  fatal  standard,  to  which 
lOiymond  Bi>rt;i>ger,  n«>und  by  his  fatal  vow,  had  that 
day  concedixi  so  much  vantage-ground.  But  they 
yielded  like  the  billows,  which  give  waj^,  indeed,  tc 
the  gallaat  ihip,  but  only  k»  ■Mail  her  aidetfi  and  !• 
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unite  in  her  wake.  With  wild  and  homblc  clamours, 
they  ciuiiad  their  tumultuous  ranks  around  Bercnger 
and  his  devoted  followers,  and  a  deadly  scene  of  strife 
ensued. 

The  best  warriors  of  Wales  had  on  this  occasion 
joined  tlic  stand  an!  of  Gwenwyn  j  the  arrows  of  the 
men  of  Gwentland,  whose  skill  in  archery  almost 
equalled  that  of  the  Normans  themselves,  rattled  on 
toe  helinets  of  the  mcn-at-anns;  and  the  spears  of 
the  people  of  Dehcubarth,  renuwmsd  for  the  sharp- 
ness and  temper  of  their  steel  heads,  were  employed 
against  the  cuirasses  not  without  fatal  effect,  not- 
withstanding the  protection  which  these  afforded  to 
the  rider. 

It  was  in  vatn  that  the  archery  belonging  to  Ray- 
mond's little  band,  stout  yeomen,  who,  for  the  most 
part,  held  possessions  by  military,  tenure,  exhausted 
their  qui  vera  on  the  broad  mark  atforded  them  by  the 
Welsh  army.  It  is  probsbic,  that  every  shaft  carried 
a  Welshman's  life  on  its  point;  yet,  to  have  afforded 
important  relief  to  the  cavalry,  now  closely  and  in- 
extricably engaged,  the  slaughter  oupht  to  have  been 
twenty-fold  at  least.  Mean  time,  the  Welsh,  galled 
by  this  incessant  discharge,  answered  it  by  volleys 
from  their  own  archers,  whose  numbers  made  some 
amends  for  their  inferiority,  and  who  were  supported 
by  numen>us  Uxlies  of  darters  and  slingers.  So 
tfiat  the  Norman  archers,  who  ha<l  more  than  once 
attempted  to  descend  from  their  position  to  operate  a 
diversion  in  favDur  of  Raymond  and  his  devoted  band, 
were  now  so  closely  engaged  in  front,  as  obliged  them 
to  abandon  all  thoughts  of  such  a  movement. 

Mean  while,  that  chivalrous  leader,  who  from  the 
first  had  hoped  for  no  more  than  an  honourable  death, 
laboimd  with  all  his  power  to  render  his  fate  signal, 
by  involving  in  it  that  of  the  Welsh  Prince,  the  author 
of  the  war.  He  cautiously  avoided  the  expenditure 
of  his  strength  by  hewing  among  the  British ;  but, 
with  the  shock  of  his  managed  horse,  repelled  the 
numbers  who  pres»xl  on  him,  and,  leaving  the  ple- 
beians to  the  swords  of  his  companions,  shouted  his 
war-cry,  and  made  his  way  towanis  the  fatal  stand- 
ard uf  Gwenwyn,  beside  which,  discharging  at  once 
the  duties  of  a  skilful  leader  and  a  brave  stildier,  the 
Prince  had  siationeil  himself.  Raymond's  experience 
of  the  Welsh  disiH>sition,  subject  equally  to  the  higliest 
flood,  and  most  sudden  ebb  of  passion,  gave  him  some 
hope  that  a  successful  attack  upon  this  point,  followed 
by  the  d«!aih  or  capture  of  the  Prince,  and  the  down- 
fall uf  his  standard,  might  even  yet  stnke  such  a  panic, 
as  should  change  the  fortunes  of  the  day,  otherwise  so 
nearly  desnerate.  The  veteran,  therefore,  animated 
his  comrades  to  the  charge  by  voice  and  example ; 
and,  in  spite  of  all  opposition,  forced  his  way  gradually 
onword.  But  (xwenwyn  in  person,  surrounded  by 
his  best  and  noblest  champions,  offered  a  defence'  as 
obstinate  as  the  assault  was  intrepid.  In  vain  they 
were  borne  to  the  earth  by  the  barbed  horses,  or 
hewed  down  by  the  invulnerable  riders.  Wounded 
and  overthrown,  the  Britons  continued  their  resist- 
ance, clung  round  the  legs  of  the  Norman  steeds, 
and  cumbered  their  advance;  while  their  brethren, 
thruaiing  with  pikes,  prov^  every  joint  and  crevice 
of  the  plate  and  mail,  or,  grappling  with  the  men-at- 
arms,  strove  to  pull  them  from  their  horses  by  main 
force,  or  beat  them  down  with  their  bills  and  Welsh 
books  And  wo  betide  thoae  who  were  by  these 
▼arious  mean**  dismounted,  for  the  long  sharp  knivca 
worn  by  the  Welsh  soon  pierced  them  with  a  hundred 
wound^  and  were  then  only  merciful  when  the  Gni 
inflicteu  was  deadly. 

The  combat  was  at  this  point,  and  had  raged  for 
more  than  half  an  hour,  when  Berenger.  having 
forced  his  horse  within  two  spears'  length  of  the 
British  standard,  he  and  Owenwyn  were  so  near 
to  each  other  as  to  exchange  tokena  of  mutual  de- 
fiance. 

"Turn  thee,  Wolf  of  Wales."  said  Berenger.  "and 
abkle,  if  thou  darest,  one  blow  of  a  good  knight*a 
aword!  Raymond  Berenger  spits  at  thee  and  thy 
banner." 

"  False  Norraan  churl!"  said  Gwenwyn,  swinging 
around  Jiis  head  a  mace  of  prodigious  weight,  and 
mJreadjrchumi  with  biood,  "tky  iron  iKid-pieoe  ihiU 


ill  protect  thy  lying  toogne,  with  which  I  will  this  day 
fee<i  the  ravens !" 

Raymond  made  no  farther  answer,  but  pushed  Ui 
horse  toward:?  ihe  Prince,  who  advamwd  to  meet  him 
wi  th  equal  readiness.  But  er**  they  came  within  reach 
of  each  orhef  s  weapons,  a  Wrlsh  champion,  devoiad 
like  the  Romans  wno  opposed  the  elephants  of  Fyt- 
rhua,  finding  that  the  armour  of  Raymond's  boni 
resisted  the  repeated  thrusts  of  his  spear,  tiirew  hii»< 
si>lf  under  the  animal,  and  stabbed  him  in  tkebtfir 
with  his  long  knife.  The  noble  horse  reared  aod  tA 
crushing  with  his  weight  the  Briton  who  had  wouadec 
him ;  the  helmet  of  the  rider  burst  its  clasjM  in  the 
fall,  and  rolled  away  from  liis  head,  mving  to  viev 
his  noble  features  and  gray  hairs.  He  made  men 
than  one  efibrt  to  extricate  himself  from  the  faliet 
horse,  but  ere  he  couk)  succeed,  received  his  deithV 
wound  from  the  hand  of  Gwenwyn,  who  hrsitaied 
not  to  strike  him  down  with  his  mace  while  ia  the 
act  of  attempting  to  rise. 

During  the  whde  of  this  bbixly  day,  Dennis  Xo> 
rolt's  horse  had  kept  pace  for  pace,  and  his  arni  blov 
for  blow,  with  his  masters.  It  seemed  as  if  two 
different  bodies  had  been  moving  under  one  act«f 
volition.  He  husbanded  his  strength,  or  put  it  forth, 
exactly  as  he  observed  his  knight  did,  and  was  6m 
by  his  side,  when  he  made  the  last  deadly  effort  Ai 
that  fatal  moment,  when  Raymond  Berenger  nisbal 
on  the  chief,  the  brave  squire  forced  his  way  imtoihs 
standard,  and,  grasping  it  firmly,  struggled  for  pos> 
session  of  it  with  a  gigantic  Briton,  ti>  whose  caieil 
had  been  confided,  and  who  now  exerted  his  utmoil 
strength  to  defend  it.  But  even  while  engaged  in  thjl 
mortal  struggle,  the  eye  of  M orolt  scarcely  left  m 
master;  and  when  he  saw  hiin  fall,  his  own  teei 
seemed  by  sympathy  to  abandon  him,  and  the  BriiiA 
champion  had  no  longer  any  trouble  in  laying  bia 
prostrate  among  the  slain. 

The  victory  (»f  the  British  was  now  compfeia-* 
Upon  the  fall  of  their  leader,  the  followers  of  Raymoid 
Berenger  would  willingly  have  fled  or  BurTendcni 
But  the  first  was  impossible,  so  closely  had  they  bsM 
enveloped ;  and  it:  the  cruel  wars  maintained  by  thi 
Welsh  upon  their  frontiers,  qusrter  to  the  vanquaU 
was  out  of  questwn.  A  few  of  the  men-ai-arms  mm 
lucky  enough  to  disentangle,  themselves  from  iht 
tumult,  and,  not  even  attempting  to  enter  the  casd^ 
fied  in  various  directions,  to  carry  their  owo  ism 
among  the  inhabitants  of  the  marches,  by  announoH 
the  loss  of  the  battle,  and  the  fate  of  the  for-TcnonBH 
Raymond  Berenger. 

The  archers  of  the  fallen  leader,  as  they  had  neitf 
been  so  deeply  involved  in  the  combat  which  had  baa 
chiefly  maintained  by  the  cavalry,  became  now,  ia 
their  turn,  the  sole  object  of  the  enemy's  attack 


But  when  they  saw  the  multitude  come  roahogit* 
wards  them  like  a  sea,  with  all  its  waves,  ther  soMh 
doned  the  bank  which  they  had  hitherto  orav^T 


defended,  and  began  a  regular  retreat  to  the  casdsB 
the  host  order  which  they  could^  as  tlie  only  lemiiih 
ing  means  of  securing  their  lives.  A  fow  of  tkir 
light-footed  enemies  attempted  to  intercept  ihm 
during  the  execution  of  this  prudent  man<Buvra^  hf 
otitstnpping  them  in  their  march,  and  throwing  tbioi* 
selves  into  the  hollow  way  which  led  to  the  caatie^M 
oppose  their  retreat  But  the  co<)lneaa  of  the  Eiydi^ 
archers,  accustomed  to  extremities  of  every  uai 
supportiKt  them  on  the  prrsent  occasion.  vVliilsi 
p;irt  of  them,  armed  with  glaivea  and  bdla,  disludfn 
the  Welsh  fn)m  ihe  hollow  way.  the  others  facing, ii 
the  opposite  direciion,  and  parted  in  to  divisions,  whidh 
alternately  halted  and  retreated,  maintained  such  t 
countenance  aa  to  check  pursuit  and  eichaay  ■ 
severe  discharge  of  missiles  with  the  Welsh,  by  wM 
both  parties  were  considerable  sufferers. 

At  length,  having  left  monf  than  two-thirds  tdtmk 
brave  companions  behind,  the  yeomanry  atuined  ihi 
point  which,  bcfii)g  commanded  by  arrows  and  M- 

S*  nes  from  the  battlementa,  might  be  considered  tf 
lat  of  comparative  safety.  A  volley  of  laige  sio— ^ 
and  snuare-headed  bolts  of  great  aize  and  tnicknsi^ 
effectually  stopped  the  farther  progress  of  the  punai^ 
and  thoae  who  had  led  it  drew  back  their  desnliaif 
Cnoet  to  the  pbuk  when^  with  ahouti  of  jubdaa  ui 
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ation«  their  oonntmnon  were  employed  in  ttecxtr- 
be  plunder  of  the  ndd ;  while  some,  impelled  by 
id  ftod  revenge,  manglcil  and  mntilated  tjic  linibs 
Bde«d  Normans,  in  a  manner  unworthy  of  (heir 
ul  cause  and  their  own  courage.  The  fearful 
with  which  this  dreadful  work  was  consum- 
d,  while  it  struck  horror  into  the  minds  of  the 
ler  furrison  of  the  Garde  Doloureuse,  inspired 
I  tt  the  same  time  with  the  resolution  rather  to 
d  the  fortress  to  the  last  extremity,  than  to  8ub> 
0  the  mercy  of  so  vengeful  an  enemy.* 


CHAPTER   V. 

That  Bmon  he  to  hii  cutle  Hed, 

To  Barnard  Ca*tle  th«n  fled  h« 
The  uitprmfHl  wallfl  were  en  the  to  win. 

The  Earl*  liave  won  them  speedilie  :— 
The  uttemMMt  walli  were  vtone  and  brick ; 

Bat  thouf h  they  won  thrm  M>on  anon, 
Loof  ere  the/  won  Uie  inmnit  walli, 

For  ther  were  liewn  in  rock  ofatnoe. 

PsBOY'a  Relk$  ^fAndeiu  Poetrjf. 

■  unhappy  fate  of  the  battln  was  soon  evident 
!  anxious  spectators  upon  the  watch-towers  of 
laide  Doloureuse,  which  name  the  castle  that 

00  well  deserved.  With  difficulty  the  confessor 
atd  his  own  emotions  to  control  those  o(  the 
lea  on  whom  he  attended,  and  who  were  now 

1  in  their  lamentation  by  many  others— women, 
en.  and  infirm  old  men,  the  relatives  of  those 
I  they  saw  engaged  in  this  unavailing  contest, 
s  helpless  beings  nndbe4?n  admitted  to  the  cattle 
cnrity's  sake,  and  they  had  now  thronged  to  the 
ments,  from  which  Father  Aldrovand  found 
ilnr  in  making  them  descend,  aware  that  the 
or  them  on  the  towers,  that  should  have  ap- 
i  lined  with  armed  men,  would  be  an  additional 

Xment  to  the  exertions  of  the  assailants.  He 
Lady  Eveline  to  set  an  example  to  this 
of  helpless,  yet  un  tractable  mourners. 
Kfving,  at  least  endeavouring  to  preserve,  even 
B  extremity  of  grief,  that  composure  which  the  ( 
era  of  the  times  enjoined— for  chivalrv  had  its 
mn  IS  well  as  philosophy— Eveline  replied  with 
38  which  she  would  fam  have  rendered  firm, 
which  was  tremulous  in  her  despite— **  Yes, 
i  fou  say  well— here  is  no  longer  aught  left  for 
fi8  to  look  upon.  Warlike  meed  and  honoured 
mnk  when  Vonder  white  plume  touched  the 
f  ground,— Cfome,  maidens,  there  is  no  longer 
left  us  to  see— to  mass,  to  man— the  tourney 

rr* 

n  was  wildness  in  her  tone,  and  when  she 
srhh  the  air  of  one  who  would  lead  out  a  pro- 
o,  she  staggered,  and  would  have  fallen,  but 
e  support  of  the  confessor.  Hastily  wrapping 
!ad  in  tier  mantle,  as  if  ashamed  ot  the  agony 
if  which  she  could  not  restrain,  and  of  wnicn 
bs  and  the  low  moaning  sounds  that  issued  from 
the  folds  enveloping  her  face,  declared  the  ex- 
riw  suffered  Father  Aldrovand  to  conduct  her 
er  he  would. 

jr  gold/'  ho  said,  "  has  changed  to  brass,  our 
to  dross,  our  wisdom  to  folly— it  is  His  will, 
onfounds  the  councils  of  the  wise,  and  shortens 
m  of  the  mighty.  To  the  chapel— to  the  chapel, 
Eveline;  and  msteod  of  vain  repining,  let  us 
D  God  and  the  saints  to  turn  away  their  dis- 
n.  and  to  save  the  feeble  remnant  from  the 
f  the  devouring  wolf." 

t  sp<«king,  he  half  led,  half  supported  Eveline, 
rai  at  the  moment  almost  incapable  of  thought 
rtion.  to  the  casiie-chapel,  where,  sinking  before 
ar,  she  assunx-d  the  attitude  at  least  of  devotion, 
1  her  thoughts,  despite  the  pious  words  which 

TUAOU  or  THB  WRr8H.-Thii  ia  br  no  meani  exane- 
I  the  chaptff  we  ham  junt  clooed.  A  wry  honooTmble 
■J  wai  ffiven  in  tlicir  \aiuur  hy  Kinf  Henrv  IL,  in  a 
>  the  Urerk  Empemr,  Kmanurl  Cnnim'nuH.  T\ut  prince 
dnured  that  an  an'ount  migUt  he  fen!  Uim  or  all  that 
larkable  in  thr  Mnnd  of  (ircat  Britain,  Rffmy,  in  aniwer 
renneRf,  wai  rlca^H  in  tnbe  nnticv .  amonf  i>thpr  rmrtic- 
r  thm  eitra»rdin«iy  n>u.-are  and  ti«ro«wr>M  of  thi>  Welih, 
!ie  not  alVaid  to  nptit  unarmed  witii  rnemH'n  arnicKl  at 
ta,  Tftliantly  aheddinir  tlmir  blood  in  the  eauae  of  tUeir 
,  and  purehaaini  glory  at  die  expeoat  of  tinlr  Ihnet. 
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her  tonape  faltered  out  mechanicalhr.  were  upon  the 
field  of  natile,  beside  the  body  of  Iter  slaughtered 
parent  The  rest  of  the  mourners  imitated  their  young 
lady  in  her  devotional  posture,  and  in  the  absence  of 
her  thoughts.  The  consdoosness  thot  so  many  of 
the  garrison  liod  been  cut  off  in  Raymond's  incau- 
tious sally,  added  to  their  sorrows  the  sense  of  per- 
sonal insecurity,  which  was  exag^rerated  by  the  cruel- 
ties which  were  too  often  exercised  by  the  enemy, 
who,  in  the  heat  of  victory,  were  accustomed  to  spare 
neither  sex  nor  age. 

The  monk,  however,  assumed  among  them  the 
tone  of  authority  which  his  character  warranted,  re- 
buked their  wailing  and  inelTectual  complaints,  and 
having;  as  he  thought,  brought  thqm  ti>  such  a  slate 
of  mind  as  better  became,  their  condition,  he  left 
them  to  their  private  devotions^  to  indulge  his  own 
anxious  curiosity  by  inquiring  mto  the  defences  of 
the  castle.  Upon  the  outwanTwnlls  he  found  Wilkin 
Flammock,  who^  having  done  the  office  of  a  good 
and  skilful  captain  in  the  mode  of  managing  his  artil- 
lery, and  beating  back,  as  we  have  already  seen,  the 
advanced  guard  of  the  enemy,  was  now  with  his  own 
hand  measuring  out  to  his  utile  garrison  no  stinted 
allowance  of  wine. 

"Have  a  care,  good  Wilkin,"  said  the  father,  "that 
thou  dost  not  exceed  in  this  matter.  Wine  is,  thou 
knowest,  like  iiro  and  water,  an  excellent  servant, 
but  a  venr  bad  master." 

"It  win  be  long  ere  it  overflow  the  deep  and  solid 
skulls  of  my  countrymen,"  said  Wilkin  Flammock. 
"Our  Flemish  courage  is  like  our  Flanders  horses— 
the  one  needs  the  spur,  and  the  other  must  have  a 
taste  of  the  wine-pot ;  but,  credit  me,  father,  they  are 
of  an  enduring  generation,  and  will  not  shrink  in  the 
washing.— But  mdeed,  if  1  were  to  give  the  knaves  a 
cup  more  than  enough,  it  were  not  altoeeiher  amiss 
since  they  are  like  to  have  a  platter  the  less." 

"  How  do  you  mean  ?"  cned  the  monk,  starting  t 
"  I  trust  in  the  saints  the  provisions  have  been  cared 
for?" 

"  Not  so  well  as  in  your  convent,  good  father^"  re- 
plied Wilkin,  With  the  same  immoveable  stolidity  of 
countenance.  "  We  had  kept,  as  you  know,  too  Jolly 
a  Christmas  to  have  a  very  fat  Easter.  Yon  Welsh 
hounds,  who  helped  to  eat  up  our  victuals,  are  now 
like  to  get  into  our  hold  for  the  lack  of  them." 

"Thou  talkeat  mere  folly,"  answered  the  monk; 
"orders  were  last  evening  given  by  our  lord  (whose 
soul  God  assoilxie !)  to  fetch  in  the  oecessary  suppUefl 
from  the  country  around." 

"Ay,  but  the  Welsh  were  too  sharp  set  to  permit 
us  to  do  that  at  our  ease  this  meminf(,  which  should 
have  been  done  weeks  and  months  since.  Our  lord 
deceased,  if  deceased  he  be,  was  one  of  those  who 
trusted  to  the  edge  of  the  sword,  and  even  so  hath 
come  of  it.  Commend  me  to  a  cross-bow  and  a 
well- victualled  castle,  if  I  must  needs  fight  at  all— 
You  look  pale,  my  good  father,  a  cup  of  wine  will 
revive  you. 

The  monk  motioned  away  from  him  the  untested 
cup.  which  Wilkin  pressed  him  to  with  clownish 
civility.  "  We  have  now,  indeed,"  he  said,  "  no  re- 
fuge, save  in  prayer!" 

"Most  true,  good  father;"  again  replied  the  im- 
passible Flemmg ;  "pray  therefore  as  much  as  you 
will.  I  will  content  myself  with  fasdn^,  which  will 
come  whether  I  will  or  no."— At  this  moment  n 
horn  was  heard  before  the  gate.—"  Jsook  to  the  pnrt- 
euijis  and  the  gate,  ye  knaves !— What  news,  Neil 
Hansen?" 

"  A  messenger  from  the  WVlsh  tarries  at  the  Mill- 
bill,  just  within  shot  of  the  cross-bows ;  he  has  • 
white  flag,  and  demands  admittance." 

"  Admit  him  not,  upon  thy  life,  till  we  be  prepared 
Tor  him,"  said  Wilkin.  "Rend  the  bonny  mangonel 
ui>on  the  place,  and  shoot  him  if  he  dare  to  stir  fronc 
the  spot  where  he  stands  till  wo  get  all  prepared  to 
receive  him,"  said  Flammock,  in  his  native  Ian 
guage,  "And,  Neil,  thuu  houndsfoot,  l)estir  thyself 
—let  every  pike,  lance,  and  pole  in  the  castle  be 
ranged  along  the  battlements,  and  pointed  tiirough 
the  shot-holes— cut  up  some  tapestrv  into  the  shape  of 
banners,  and  show  tbem  from  the  iiighest  toweia.— 
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Be  ready,  when  I^ve  a  eii^al,  toBtrike  naker^*  and 
blow  iniinpeJH,  if  wc  have  nny;  if  not,  wme  cow- 
horns— any  ihing  Air  a  noine.  And  hark  ye,  Neil 
Hansen,  do  yon,  and  four  or  fh'e  of  your  fellow^  ^o 
to  the  urmoryand  sliponcoats-of-niail;  our  Nether- 
landish corsicls  dA  not  appal  thnm  so  much.  Then 
let  the  Weltth  thief  be  hluidfolded  and  brought  in 
amongst  us— Do  you  hold  up  your  heads  ana  keep 
silence — Inave  mc  to  deal  with  hini — only  have  a  care 
there  be  no  Eu;'lish  among  us." 

The  monk,  wno  in  his  travels  had  acquired  -some 
slight  knowluJge  of  the  Flemish  language,  had  well 
nigh  started  when  he  hi^ard  the  last  article  in  Wil- 
kjn's  instructions  to  his  countryman,  but  commanded 
himself,  although  a  little  surprised,  both  at  this  sus- 
picious circumstance,  and  at  the  rcadini^s  and  dex- 
terity with  which  the  rough-huwn  Fleming  si^'Uied 
to  Bdai>t  his  preparations  to  tlie  rules  of  war  and  of 
sound  policy. 

Wilkin,  on  his  part,  was  not  very  certain  whether 
tlie  monk  had  not  board  and  understood  more  of 
what  he  said  to  his  countryman,  than  what  he  had 
intended.  As  if  to  lull  asleep  any  suspicion  which 
Father  Aldrovand  might  entertam,  he  nnx-ated  to 
him  in  English  most  of  the  directions  which  he  had 
given,  adding,  "Well,  good  father,  what  think  you 
ofiiT' 

"  Excellent  well,"  answered  the  father,  "  and  done 
as  you  had  practis4Kl  war  from  the  cradle,  instead  of 
weaving  broad-cloth." 

"Nay,  spare  not  your  gibes,  father,"  answered 
Wilkin.— "I  know  full  well  that  you  English  think 
that  Flemings  have  naught  in  their  brainpan  but 
sodden  beef  and  cabbag«!;  yet  you  see  there  goes 
wisdom  to  weaving  of  wrM. 

"Right,  Master  Wilkin  Flammock,"  answered 
the  father;  "but,  gooil  Fleming,  wilt  thou  tell  me 
what  answer  thou  wiit  make  to  the  Welsh  Prince's 
summons?" 

"Reverend  father,  first  tell  me  what  the -summons 
will  be,"  replir^l  the  Fleming. 

"To  surrender  this  castle  upon  the  instant,"  an- 
swered the  monk.    "  What  will  be  your  reply  7" 

"  My  answer  will  be— Nay,  unless  upon  good  com- 
position." 

"How,  Sir  Fleming!  dare  you  mention  .composi- 
tion and  the  Castle  of  the  Garde  Dolourcusc  in  one 
sentence  7"  exclaimed  the  monk. 

'*  Not  if  I  may  do  better,"  answered  the  Fleming. 
"  But  would  your  ra^'erenrte  have  me  dally  until  the 
question  amontrjit  the  garrison  be,  whetlier  a  plump 
priest  or  a  fat  Fleming-will  be  the  better  flesh  to  fur- 
nish their  shambles  ? 

"Pshaw !"  replied  Father  AldrOvand,  "  thou  canst 
not  mean  such  /oUv.  Relief  must  arrive  within 
twenty-four  hours  at  farlliest.  Raymond  Bereugcr 
expected  it  for  certain  within  such  a  space." 

*  Raymond  Bcrenger  hnth  been  deceived  this 
morning  in  more  matters  than  one,"  answered  the 
Fleming. 

"Hark  thee,  Flanderkin,"  answenxl  the  monk, 
whose  retreat  from  the  world  had  not  altogether 
quenched  his  military  habits  and  propen.sitie8,  "1 
f»unsol  thee  to  deal  uprightly  in  this  matter,  as  thou 
dost  regard  thine  own  life-;  for  here  are  as  many 
English  left  alive,  notwithstanding  the  slaughter  of 
the  day,  as  may  well  suiRce  to  fling  the  Flemish  bull- 
frogs into  the  castle-iiitcli,  should  th«.;y  have  cause  to 
tliink  thou  nicant-st  falsi>ly,  in  the  keeping  of  this 
castle,  and  the  defence  of  the  Lady  Eveline !' 

"Let  not  yourreveroncobcinovcfl  with  unnecessary 
and  idle  fears."  n^pli^d  Wilkin  Flammock—"  I  am 
castellane  in  this  house,  hy  command  of  its  lord,  and 
what  I  hold  for  the  advantage  of  mine  service,  that 
will  I  do."      . 

"  But  V'  said  the  angry  monk,  "  I  am  the  servant 
of  the  Pope- the  chaplain  of  this  castle,  with  power 
to  bind  and  to  unloose.  I  fear  me  thou  art  no  true 
Christian,  Wilkin  Flammock,  but  dost  lean  to  the 
heresy  of  the  mountaineers.  Thou  hast  reused  to 
take  the  blessed  cross— thou  hast  breakfasted,  and 
drunk  both  ale  and  wine,  ere  thou  hast  heard  mass. 
Thou  art  not  to  be  trusted,  man,  and  I  will  not  trust 


thee— 1  demand  to  ha  present  at  the  oonfierence  be 
twixt  thee  and  the  Welshman." 

"It  may  not  be,  good  father,"  said  Wilkin,  with  thi 
same  smiling,  heavy  countenance,  which  he  nivn- 
tained  on  all  occasions  of  life,  however  urgent  "h 
is  tnie,  as  thou  vayest,  good  father,  that  I  nave  mioe 
own  p>aMons  for  not  marching  quite  so  far  as  the  gam 
of  Jencho  at  present ;  and  lucky  I  have  such  reasoM. 
since  1  had  not  else  been  here  to  defend  the  gate  of 
t he  Ga rde  Doloureiisc.  1 1  is  also  true  t hat  I  may  hsfie 
boon  Hometimcs  obliged  to  visit  my  mills  earlier  thtn 
the  rliaplnin  was  called  by  his  zeal  to  the  altar,  and 
that  iiiv  stomach  brooks  not  working  ere  I  break  mjr 
fa:>t.  Hut  for  this,  father,  1  have  paid  a  mulct  even  to 
your  worshipful  reverence,  and  methinks  since  you  ire 
pleas"d  to  remember  the  confession  so  exactly,  voa 
should  not  forget  the  penance*  and  the  absotuti«n. 

Tho  monk,  m  alluding  to  the  secrets  of  the  confei- 
sional,  had  gone  a  step  beyond  what  the  rules  of  hu 
onler  and  of  the  church  permitted.  He  was  baffled 
hy  the  Fleniing^s  reply,  and  finding  him  unmoved  bf 
the  charge  <9f  nercsy,  he  could  only  answer  in  soom 
confusion,  "  Vou  refuse,  then,  to  admit  me  to  yonr 
conference  with  the  Welshman  7" 

"Reverend  father,"  said  Wilkin,  "it  altogether  n- 
specteth  secular  matters.  If  atjght  of  religious  tf>iior 
should  mtervene,  you  shall  be  summoDed  wiihod 
delay." 

"I  will  be  there  in  s»itc  of  thee,  thou  Flemish ol" 
muttered  the  monk  to  himself^  hut  in  a  tone  not  lo  M 
heard  by  the  bystanders ;  and  so  speaking,  lie  left  dM 
battlements.  * 

Wilkin  Flammock,  a  few  minutes  af^frwardi^ 
having  first  seen  that  all, was  arranged  on  thebattk- 
ments,  so  as  to  give  an  imposing  idea  of  a«traigtk 
which  did  not  exist,  descended  to  a  small  guard-room, 
betwixt  the  outer  and  inner  gate,  where  he  was  tt- 
tcnded  by  half-a-dozen  of  his  own  people,  disguised  in 
the  Norman  armour  which  they  had  (oiiiid  in  the  a^ 
niory  of  the  castle,- their  strong,  Ull,  and  bulky 
forms,  and  motionless  postures,  causing  thcinto  mk 
rather  like  trophies  of  some  past  age,  than  living  and 
existing  soldiers.  Surrounded  hy  these  huge  and  is* 
animate  figures,  in  a  little  vaulted  room  which  almoit 
excluded  daylight.  Flammock  received  the  Welsh  m- 
voy,  who  was  hxi  in  blindfolded  betwixt  two  Ffe* 
mings,  yet  not  so  carefully  watched  but  that  thef 
permitted  him  to  have  a  ghnipse  p(  the  preparation 
on  the  battlements,  which  had,  in  fact,  been  made 
chiefly  for  the  purpose  of  imposing  on  him.  For  tht 
same  purpose  an  occasional  clatter  of  arms  was  made 
without ;  voices  were  heard,  as  if  officers  were  gomg 
their  rounds^  and  other  sounds  of  active  preparatioB 
seemed  to  announce  that  a  numerous  and  regular  gv* 
rison  was  preparing  to  receive  an  attack. 

When  the  bandage  was  removed  from  JorwortVi 
eyes— for  the  same  individual  who  had  fomidriy 
brought  Gwonwyn's  oHer  of  alliance,  now  bare  tit 
summons  of  surrender— lie  looked  haughtily  around 
him,  and  demanded  to  whom  he  was  to  deUver  the 
commands  of  his  master,  the  Gwcnwyn,  son  of  Qr* 
velioc,  Prince  of  Powys. 

"  His  highness,"  answered  Fleming,  with  his  vmu 
smiling  indifference  of  manner,  "  roust  be  eontentodto 
treat  with  Wilkin  Flammock  of  the  Fulling-miOi^ 
deputiKl  governor  of  the  Garde  Dolourcuse." 

Thou  deputed  governor !"  exelaimed  Jorwortk; 
"thou!— a  low  country- weaver!— it  is  impossifiU— 
Low  as  they  sre,  the  English  Crogan*  cajinot  have 
sunk  to  a  {.toint  so  low.  as  to  be  commanded  by  Hm! 
These  men  seem  English,  to  them  I  will  deUversy 
message." 

"You  may  if  you  will,"  replied  Wilkin,  "botif  lk(j[ 
return  you  any  answer  save  by  signa,  you  shall  cv 
me  nchcliti.^^ 

"Is  this  true  7"  said  the  Welsh  envoy,  looking  to- 
wards the  men-at-arms,  as  tiiey  seemed,  by  waoo 
Flammock  was  attended;  "are  you  really  coineM 
this  pass  7  I  thought  that  the  mere  having  been  botK 
on  British  earth,  though  the  children  of  epoilere ii>> 
invaders,  had  inspired  yon  with  too  much  pride  M 
brook  the  yoke  of  a  base  mechanic    Or,  if  you  eie 

*  Thu  ia  a  aomewiiat  oootoiMlMNU  apithtt,  applied  bf* 
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not  conraifcoue,  should  you  not  be  cautions?— Well 
speak»  the  proverb,  Wo  to  him  that  will  trust  n  stran- 
ger!— Still  mute— still  silent?— answer  me  by  word 
i>r  Bsn- Do  you  really  call  and  ackuowledge  iiini  as 
roar  leader  r' 

The  men  in  armour  with  one  accord  nodded  their 
euguen  in  reply  to  Jorworth's  question,  and  then  ro- 
Daijied  motionless  as  before. 

The  Welshman,  with  the  acute  genius  of  his  conn- 
tiy,  8U8pecti>d  there  was  something  in  this  which  he 
DmUid  not  entirely  comprehend,  but.  preparing  himself 
\o  be  upon  his  guard,  he  proceeded  as  follows :  "  Be 
t  as  it  may,  I  care  not  who  hears  the  message  of  my 
lovereign,  since  it  brings  pardon  and  mercy  to  the 
inhabitants  of  this  Castell  an  Carrig,*  which  you  have 
ailed  the  Garde  Doloureuse,  to  cover  the  usurpation 
if  the  territory  by  the  change  of  the  name.  Upon  sur- 
teoder  of  the  same  to  the  Prince  of  Powys,  with  its 
ilependencies,  and  with  the  arms  which  it  contains, 
uid  with  the  maiden  Eveline  Berencer,  all  within  the 
castle  shall  depart  unmolested,  and  nave  safe-conduct 
wheresoever  they  will,  to  go  beyond  the  marches  of 
the  Cymry." 

"And  how,  if  we  obey  not  this  summons?"  said  the 
iiDjperturbable.Wilki^  Flammock. 

Then  shall  your  portion  be  with  Raymond  Beren- 
oer,  your  late  leader,"  replied  Jorworth,  his  eyes,  while 
DC  was  speaking^  glancing  with  the  vindictive  ferocity 
irhich  dictated  his  answer.  "  So  many  strangers  as 
be  here  amongst  >'e,  so  many  bodies  to  the  ravens,  so 
many  heads  to  the  gibbet !— It  is  long  since  the  kites 
have  had  such  a  banquet  of  lurdane  Flemings  and 
Use  Saxons." 

"Friend  Jorworth,"  said  Wilkin,  "if  such  be  thy 
only  message,  bear  mine  answer  back  to  thy  master, 
lliat  wise  men  trust  not  to  the  words  of  otliers  that 
■afety,  which  they  can  secure  by  their  own  deeds. 
We  nave  walla  high  and  strong  enough,  deep  moats, 
and  plenty  of  munition,  both  long-bow  and  arblast. 
We  will  keep  the  castle,  trusting  the  castle  will  keep 
DL  till  God  shall  send  us  succour." 

^Do  not  peril  your  lives  on  such  an  issue,"  said 
the  Welsh  emissary,  changing  his  language  to  the 
Fkaiisb,  which,  from  occasional  communication 
mih  chose  of  chat  nation  in  Pembrokeshire,  he  spoke 
flooatly,  and  which  he  now  adopted,  as  if  to  conceal 
dw  purport  of  his  discourse  from  the  nipposed  Eng- 
lish in  the  apartment.  "  Hark  thee  hither,"  he  pro- 
eeeded,  "good  Fleming.  Knowest  thou  not  that  he 
ill  whom  IS  your  trust,  the  Constable  De  Lacy,  hath 
bound  himself  by  his  vow  to  engage  in  no  quarrel  till 
he  crosses  the  sea,  and  cannot  come  to  your  aid  with- 
out peijury,  7  He  and  the  other  Lords  Marchers  have 
drawn  their  forces  far  northward  to  join  the  host  of 
Cnisaders.  What  will  it  avail  you  to  put  us  to  the 
toil  and  trouble  of  a  long  siege,  when  you  can  hope 
10  rescue?" 

"And  what  will  it  avail  me  more,"  said  Wilkin,  an- 
iwering  in  his  native  langiiage,  and  looking  at  the 
Welshman  fuediy,  yet  with  a  countenance  from 
vbich  all  expression  seemed  studiously  banished,  and 
vhich  exhibited,  upon  features  otherwise  tolerable,  a 
nmarkable  compound  of  dullness  and  simplicity, 
*what  will  it  avail  me^vhetheryour  trouble  be  great 
or  small  r 

"Come,  friend  Flammock,"  said  the  Welshman, 
"frame  not  thyself  more  unapprehensive  than  nature 
Inth  formed  thee.  The  glen  is  dark,  but  a  simbeam 
can  light  the  side  of  it.  Thy  utmost  efforts  cnnnut 
pievent  the  fall  of  this  castle;  but  thuu  innyst  hasten 
tt,  and  the  doing  so  shall  avail  thee  much."  Thus 
^leaking,  he  drew  close  up  to  Wilkin,  and  sunk  his 
foice  to  an  insinuating  whisper,  as  he  said,  "  Never 
did  the  withdrawim^  of  a  bar,  or  the  raising  of  a  |>orr- 
eullisi  bring  Mich  vantage  to  Fleming  as  they  may 
lo  thee,  if  thou  wilt." 

"I  only  know,"  said  Wilkin,  "  that  the  drawing  the 
one,  and  the  dropping  the  other,  have  cost  me  my 
whole  worldly  substance." 

"Fleming,  it  sliall  be  compensated  to  thee  with  an 
overflowing  measure.  The  liberality  of  Gwcnwyn 
is  as  the  summer  rain." 


"Mv  whole  mills  and  buildings  have  been  this 
morning  burnt  toihe  earth" 

"  Thou  shah  have  a  thousand  marks  of  silver,  man, 
in  the  place  of  thy  goods,"  said  the  Welshman ;  but 
the  Fleming  continued,  without  seeming  to  hear  him, 
to  number  up  his  losses. 

"  My  lands  are  forayed,  twenty  kine  driven  off, 
and" 

"  Threescore  shall  replace  them,"  interrupted  Jor- 
worth. "chosen  from  the  most  bright-skinned  of  the 
spoil.  « 

"But  my  daughter— but  the  Lady  Eveline"— said 
the  Fleming,  with  some  slight  change  in  his  monoto- 
nous voice,  which  seemed  to  express  doubt  and  per- 
plexity—" You  are  cruel  conquerors,  and"— ^ 

"  To  those  who  rrsist  us  we  are  fearful,"  said  Jor- 
worth, "  but  not  to  such  as  shall  deserve  clemency  by 
surrender.  Gwenwyn  will  forget  the  contumelies  of 
Raymond,  and  raise  his  daughter  to  high  honour 
among  the  daughters  of  the  Cymry.  For  thine  own 
child,  form  but  a  wish  for  her  advantage,  and  it  shall 
be  fulfilled  to  the  uttermost.  Now,  Fleming,  we  un- 
derstand each  other." 

"  I  understand  thee,  at  least,"  said  Flammock. 

"And  I  thee,  I  trust  ?"  said  Jorworth,  bending  his 
keen,  wild  blue  eye  on  the  stolid  and  unexpresfive 
face  of  the  Ncihcriander,  like  an  eager  student  who 
seeks  to  discover  some  hidden  and  mysterious  mean- 
ing in  a  passage  of  a  classic  author,  the  direct  im- 
port of  which  seems  trite  and  trivial. 

"You  believe  that  you  understand  ms,"  said  Wil- 
kin ;  "  but  here  lies  the  difficulty,— which  of  us  shall 
trust  the  other?" 

"Darest  thou  ask?"  anewered  Jorworth.  "Is  ii 
for  thee,  or  such  as  thee,  to  express  doubt  of  the  pur- 
poses ot  the  Prince  of  Powys  ?" 

"  I  know  them  not,  good  Jorworth,  but  through 
thee;  and  well  I  wot  thou  art  not  one  who  will  let 
thy  traffic  miscarry  for  want  of  aid  fl'om  the  breath  of 
thy  mouth." 

''As  I  am  a  Christian  man/'  said  Jorworth,  hurry- 
ing as.sevcration  on  asseveration—"  by  the  soul  of  my 
father— by  the  faith  of  my  mother— by  the  black  rood 
of" 

"  Stop,  good  Jorworth— thou  heapest  thine  oaths 
too  thickly  on  each  other,  for  me  to  value  them 
to  the  right  estimate,"  said  Flammock ;  "that 
which  is  so  lightly  pledged*,,  is  sometimes  not  thought 
worth  redeeming.  Some  part  of  the  promised 
guerdon  in  hand!  the  whilst^  weie  worth  a  hundred 
oaths." 

"Thou  suspicious  churl  darest  thou  doubt  wy 
word?" 

"No— by  no  means."  answered  Wilkin ;—" ne  er- 
thelcss,  I  ^ill  believe  thy  deed  more  readily." 

"To  the  point,  Fleming."  said  Jorworth— "  What 
wonldat  thou  have  of  me? 


Let  me  have  some  present  sight  of  the  money 
«  didst  promise,  and  i  will  think  of  ' 
proposal." 


thou  didst  promise,  and  i  will  think  of  the  rest  of  thy 
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"Base silver-broker  1"  a nawcred  Jorworth,  "  think- 
esi  thou  the  Prince  of  Powys  has  as  many  moncy- 
bag^  as  the  merchants  of  thy  land  of  sale  and  bar- 
ter? He  gathers  treasures  by  his  conquests  as  the 
waterspout  sucks  up  watrr  by  its  etrenglh  :  nut  it  is 
lo  disperse  them  among  his  followers,  at.  the  cloudy 
column  restores  its  contents  to  earth  and  ocean. 
The  silver  that  I  promis(>d  thee  has  yet  to  be  gath- 
ered out  of  the  Saxon  chests- nay,  the  casket  of 
lierengiT  himself  must  be  ransacked  to  make  up  the 
tale." 

"Mcthinks  I  could  do  that  myself;  (having  full 
power  in  the  castle.)  and  so  save  you  a  labour,  said 
the  Fleming. 

"True,"  answered  Jorworth,  "but  it  would  l>e  at 
the  expense  of  a  conl  and  a  noose,  whether  the 
Welsh  took  th(»  place  or  the  Normans  relirved  it- 
the  one  would  expect  their  booty  entire— the  other 
their  countryman's  treasures  to  be  delivered  undi- 
minished." 

"I  may  not  gainsay  that,"  said  the  I<1cmmg. 
"Well,  say  I  were  content  to  trust  you  thus  far,  why 
not  return  my  cattle,  which  are  iu  your  own  hands, 
andatyourdi4)ooal7   If  you  do  not  pleamre  am  li& 
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•omethinif  beforehand,  what  ctn  I  expect  of  you 
afterwanls  ?" 

"I  would  pleasure  you  in  n  $^nt»'r  matter,"  nn- 
swcrod  th(!  equally  Huspicioud  Wrl.shinan.  "Hut 
whut  would  it  avail  thee  to  hnve  thy  cut  lie  within 
the.  fort rc!<3?  They  can  be  better  cared  for  on  llic 
plnin  lieneath." 

*'In  faifh,"  replied  the  Fleming,  "  thoii  sayst  truth 
— they  will  be  but  a  trouble  i<>  ua  here,  where  we 
hnve  80  many  already  provided  for  the  use  of  the 
>jnrrij»on.— AikI  y»'l,  wln^n  I  cinisider  it  more  cloaely, 
we  have  ciiouijdi  of  fora^f  to  maintain  all  we  havis 
and  nu>n\  .Now,  my  cattle  are  of  a  i>eruliar  Btof^k, 
brought  from  the  rich  paaturea  of  Kl:mderi'.  and  I 
desire  to  have  them  restored  ere  your  axea  and  Welsh 
hooks  be  busy  with  their  hides." 

"  Vou  shall  nave  them  this  night,  hide  and  horn,"  said 
Jorworlh ;  "it  is  but  a  pmull earnestof  a i;reat  boon." 

''Thanks  to  your  munificence,"  said  the  KlemiiiK; 
"  I  am  a  simple-minded  man,  and  bound  my  wishes 
to  the  reeovi»r>'  of  my  own  property." 

I' Thou  wilt  be  ready,  then,  to  deliver  the  castle?" 
said  Jorworth. 

"Of  that  we  will  talk  fartlicr  to-morrow,"  said 
Wilkin  Flanimock ;  "  if  tht':H'  Rnjijlish  and  IVormans 
ahould  suspi^ct  such  a  purpose,  we  should  have  wild 
work— they  must  Imc  fully  dispersed  ere  I  can  hold 
farther  communication  on  the  subject.  Mean  while, 
I  pray  thee,  depart  suddenly,  and  a^  if  offended  with 
th(t  tenor  of  our  discourse. 

"Yet  would  I  fain  know  something  more  fixed 
and  absolute,"  said  Jorworth. 

*'lmi)08sible— impossible,"  said  the  Fleming;  "see 
ypu  not  yonder  tall  fellow  begins  already  to  handle 
his  dagger— Go  hence  in  haste,  and  angrily— and 


forget  not  the  cattle." 
•Nl  wi 


ill  not  forget  them,"  said  Jorworlh ;  "  but  if 
ihou  keep  not  faith  with  us" 

So  siHiaking,  he  left  the  apartment  with  a  geatun* 
of  menace,  partly  really  directed  to  Wilkin  himself, 
partly  assumed  in  consequence  of  his  advice.  Flam- 
mock  replied  in  Englisli,  as  if  that  all  around  miglit 
understand  what  he  said, 

"  Do  thy  worst.  Sir  Welshman !  I  om  a  true  man ; 
I  defy  the  proposals  of  rendition,  and  will  hold  out 
this  castle  to  thy  shame  and  thy  master's !— Here- 
let  him  l>e  blindfolded  once  more,  and  retiirm^d  in 
safety  to  his  attendants  without ;  the  next  Welsliman 
who  appt>ars  bofon>  the  gate  of  the  Garde  Dolourcusc, 
shall  be  more  sharply  receivid." 

The  Welshman  was  blindfolded  and  withdrawn 
when,  as  Wilkin  Flanimock  himsulf  left  the  guard- 
rooin,  one  of  the  seeming  men-at-arms  who  had 
been  present  at  this  interview,  said  in  his  ear,  in 
Knclish,  "  Thou  art  a  false  traitor,  Flammock,  and 
shah  die  a  traitor's  death !" 

,  Startled  at  this,  the  Fleming  would  have  ques- 
tioned the  man  farther,  hut  he  had  disappeared  so 
soon  as  the  wonis  were  uttered.  ]^lammrK.-k  was 
disconcerted  by  this  circumstance,  wliich  showed 
Jam  that  his  interview  with  Jorworth  hath  been  ob- 
Ber\-ed,  and  its  purpose  known  or  conjectured,  by 
some  one  who  was  a  stranger  to  his  coiitideiice,  and 
might  thwart  his  intentions;  and  he  quickly  after 
learned  that  this  was  the  case. 


CHAPTER  VI. 

Bl«Med  Mary,  mutlier  dptr, 
T»  •  inaidi'D  beud  thine  ear ; 
Virf  in,  undcAli^d,  to  ttiee 
A  wretched  virgin  twndi  t)ie  kn«>f. 

UjfMn  to  tke  Virgin, 

Tmc  daughter  of  the  slaughtered  Raymond  had 
descended  from  the  elevated  staticm  whence  she  had 
beheld  the  field  of  battle,  in  the  agony  of  grief  natural 
to  a  child  whose  eyes  have  beheld  the  death  of  an 
honoured  and  bt^lovwl  father.  But  her  station,  and 
the  principles  of  chivalry  in  which  she  had  lieen 
traintd  up,  did  not  permit  any  prolonged  or  needless 
mdiilgence  of  inactive  sorrow.  In  raising  the  young 
and  brartiful  of  the  female  sex  to  the  rank  ol  prin- 
cesses, or  rather  gi^ldcjises,  the  spirit  of  that  singular 
Bvsteui  exacted  from  them,  in  requital,  a  tone  of  cha- 


racter, and  a  line  of  condact,  mpenorsnd  scrniething 
contradictory  to  that  of  natural  or  merely  humao 
filling.  Its  heroines  fniqiiendy  resembli^l  portrait 
shown  by  an  artificial  light-^sirona  and  huninoo^ 
and  which  placid  in  high  rehef  the  objects  oil  whicb 
it  was  tunie<I ;  but  having  still  something  of  adventi- 
tioiis  splendour,  which,, compared  with  that  of  tlw 
natural  day,  seemed  glaring  and  exag(9erati.*d. 

It  was  not  permitted  to  the  orphan  of  the  Ganfe 
Dolourtuse,  the  daughter  of  a  line  of  Ihtj^^,  whdte 
stem  was  to  l>e  found  in  the  race  of  Tiior,  Balder, 
Odin,  and  other  deified  warriors  of  the  North,  wbon 
l)eauty  was  the  theme  of  a  hundred  raiiifrtrels,  and 
her  eyes  the  leading  star  of  half  ibe  cbrvslry  uf  the 
warlike  marches  of  Wales,  to  mourn  her  mre  witb 
the  ineffKCtual  tears  of  a  village  maiden.  Young  u 
she  was,  and  horrible  as  was  (he  incident  which  the 
had  but  that  instant  witnc-ssed.  it  was  noc  altogefha 
so  appalling  to  her  as  to  a  maiden  whose  eye  had  not 
been  aeeustoiiaxl  to  the  rough,  and  ot>en  fatal  sports 
of  chivalry,  and  whose  residence  had  not  been  among 
scenes  and  men  where  war  and  death  bad  been  the 
unceasing  theme  of  every  tongue,  whose  iuiaginaliQO 
had  not  been  faniiliariz<,>d  with  wild  and  bloody  eveon; 
or,  finally,  who  had  not  been  trained  up  to  considcf 
an  himourable  "death  under  shield."  as  tbatof  afickl 
of  battle  was  termed,  as  a  more  deairable  tenoina- 
tion  to  the  life  of  a  warrior,  than  that  lingering  and 
iinlioncmred  fate  which  comes  slowly  on,  to  conchidr 
the  hstless  and  helpless  inactivity  of  prolongi'd  old 
age.  Eveline,  while  she  wei>t  for  her  father,  felt  ha 
bosom  glow  when  she  necollccted  that  he  died  in  the 
blaze  otiiis  fame,  and  amidst  In^apsof  his  slaugbtersd 
enemies ;  aixi  when  she  thougiit  of  the  exii^ncies  of 
her  own  situation,  it  was  with  the  deternimatioa  10 
defend  her  own  liberty,  and  to  avenge  her  faibei't 
death,  by  every  moans  which  Heaven  nad  left  wilhJD 
her  power. 

The  aids  of  religion  were  not  forgotten ;  and  le- 
cording  to  the  custom  of  the  times,  and  the  doctnnd 
of  the  Roman  church,  she  endeavoured  to  propitiate 
the  favour  of  Heaven  by  vows  as  well  as  prajm 
In  a  small  crypt,  or  orator>',  adjoining  to  ihe  < ' 
was  hung  over  an  altar-pit.'ce,  on  which  a  lam, 
stantly  burned,  a  small  picture  of  the  Virgin 
revered  as  a  household  and  peculiar  deiry  bv  the  nunily 
of  Berenger,  one  of  whose  ancestors  haa  bmughti 


from  the  Holv  Land,  whither  he  had  gone  upoa 
pilgrimage.  It  was  pf,tlie  period  of  tlie  Lower 
Einpire,  a  Grecian  painting,  not  unhke  those  wfai^ 
in  Catholic  countries  are  often, imputed  to  theETUh' 


gelist  Luke.  The  cn'pt  in  which  it  was  placed  wu 
accounted  a  shrine  of^  uncommon  sanctity— nay,  aqh 
posed  to  have  displayed  miraculous  powers;  and 
Eveline,  by  the  dady  garland  of  flowers  which  ak 
offered  before  the  painting,  and  by  the  constani  prayeif 
with  which  they  were  accompanied,  had  ooiistitulid 
herself  the  peculiar  votaress, of  Our  Lady  of  tbi 
Garde  Doloureuse,  for  so  the  picture  was  named. 

Now,  qpart  from  others,  alone,  and  in  aeciegri 
sinking  in  the  extremity  of  her  sorrow  before  tM 
shrine  of  her  patroness,  she  besought  the  prutectuB 
of  kindred  purity  for  the  defence  of  her  fieedorn  aid 
honour,  and  invoked  vengeance  on  the  wild  and 
treacherous  chieftain  who  had  slain  her  father,  and 
was  now  lieleaguering  her  place  of  strength.  Not 
only  did  she  vow  a  large  donative  in,  lands  to  ibi 
shnhe  of  the  protectress  whose  aid  she  implored ;  bat 
the  oath  passed  her  lips,  (even  though  they  ftJtend 
and  though  something  within  her  remonstrated 
against  the  vow,)  that  whatsoerer  favoured  knidit 
Our  Lady  of  the  Garde  Doloureuse  might  empW 
for  her  rescue,  should  obtain  from  her  in  gnondgi 
whatever  boon  she  might  honourably  grant,  were  it 
that  of  her  virgin  hand  at  the  holy  altar.  Taogbt 
OS  she  was  to  believe,  by  the  assurances  of  maayi 
knight,  that  such  a  surrender  was  the  highest  boDD 
which  heaven  could  bestow,  she  felt  as  dischargiDgi 
debt  of  gratitude  when  she  placed  herself  entimyii 
the  disposal  of  the  pure  and  blessed  patroness  in 
whose  aid  she  confided.  Perhaps  there  lurked  in  tbii 
ilevotiiin  some  earthly  hope  of  which  she  was  hersett 
scarce  conscious,  and  which  reconciled  her  to  tin 
indefinite  sacrifice  ttius  freely  pfTered.    Tbr  Viigifli 
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fthis  flatterinif  hope  might  inslnQnte,)  kindest  nnd 
most  benevolent  of  patronc69efs  will  use  compession- 
aiely  the  Dtuver  resigried  to  her,  and  he  will  he  the 
favQinted  cnampion  in  Maria,  upon  whom  her  votaress 
would  nioj^t  wiilius^>'  confer  favour. 

But  if  there  was  such  a  hope,  as  something  selfish 
will  often  mingle  with  our  noblest  and  purt>s«t  emo- 
tions, it  aru^  unconscious  of  Kvt.linc  herself,  who, 
in  the  full  nst>in'anoe  of  implicit  faith,  and  fixing  on 
the  representative  of  her  adoration,  eyes  in  which  the 
mort  earnest  supplication,  the  most  humble  confidence 
■tni^led  with  unbidden  tears,  was  (jcrhaps  more 
beautiful  than  when,  young  as  she  was.  she  was 
setecied  to  bi-stow  the  priie  of  chivalry  in  the  lists  of 
Chester.  It  wos  no  wonder  that,  in  such  a  moment  of 
hi^  excitation,  when  prostrated  in  devotitm  before  a 
bemg  of  whose  power  to  protect  her,  and  to  make  her 
proKHTtion  assured  by  a  visible  sign,  she  doubtttd 
tioihiug,  the  Lady  Eveline  conceived  she  saw  with 
ber  own  ci'es  the  acceptance  of  her  vow.  As  she 
gand  on  (he  picture  with  an  overstrained  eye,  and 
■n  imagination  heated  with  enthusiasm,  the  expres- 
■OD  seemed  to  alter  from  the  hard  outline,  fashioned 
by  the  Greek  painter ;  the  eves  appi^ared  to  become 
animated,  and  to  return  with  looks  of  compassion  the 
nmliant  entreaties  of  tho  votaress,  and  the  mouth 
fiaibly  arranged  itself  into  a  smite  of  inexpressible 
sweetness.  It  even  seemed  to  her  that  the  head 
made  a  gentle  inclination. 

Overpowert^  by  supernatural  awe  at  appearances 
of  which  h^T  faith  permitted  her  not  toqw^stion  the 
reality,  the  Lady  Eveline  folded  her  arms  on  her 
boaomf  and  prostrated  her  forehead  on  the  pavement, 
Bi  the  posture  most  fitting  to  listen  to  divine  commu- 
nication. 

But  her  vision  went  not  so  far;  there  was  neither 
sound  nor  voice,  and  when,  nf^tT  stealing  her  eyes  all 
around  the  crvpt  in  which  she  knelt,  she  again  raised 
them  to  the  figure  of  Our  Lady,  the  featun'«  seemed 
to  be  in  the  form  in  which  the  limner  had  sikctched 
thnn,  savin:;  that,  to  Eveline^ s imagination,  they  still 
retained  an  .iii^ust  and  yet  gracious  expression,  which 
she  had  not  before  remarked  upon  the  countenance. 
With  awful  reverence,  almost  amounting  to  fear,  yet 
oomforted,  and  even  elated  with  the  visitation  she 
hid  witnesi-ttJ,  the  maiden  repeated  again  and  again 
the  orisons  which  she  thought  most  grateful  to  the 
ev  of  her  benefactress :  and,  rising  at  length,  retired 
baekwanis,  as  from  the  presence  of  a  sovereign, 
imtil  she  attained  the  outer  chauel. 

Hereone  or  two  females  still  knelt  before  the  saints 
which  the  walls  and  niches  presented  for  adoration ; 
but  the  rest  of  the  terrified  supoliants,  too  anxious  to 
pnriong  their  devotions,  had  dispersed  thn)ugh  the 
castle  to  li  nrn  tidings  of  their  fnends,  and  to  obtain 
mme  refrejihment.  or  at  least  some  place  of  repose 
lor  tliemselvf  s  and  their  families. 

Bowing  hrr  head,  and  muttering  an  ave  to  each  saint 
tt  she  patiMd  his  image,  (for  impending  dangiT  makes 
■en  oostnant  of  the  rites  of  devotion,)  the  Lady 
Eveline  had  almost  reached  the  door  of  the  chapel, 
when  a  man-at-armsj  as  he  seemed,  entered  hastily; 
•ad  with  a  lou(k;r  voice  than  suiteif  the  holv  plact^ 
juless  wh4.>n  need  was  most  urgent,  demanded  the 
Lady  Eveline,  impressed  with  tnc  feelings  of  vene- 
ntion  whi<'h  the  late  sc^ne  hud  producttl,  she  was 
about  to  n'buke  liis  military  rudeness,  when  he  spoke 
Igain.  and  in  anxious  haste,  "Daughter,  we  are  he- 
tiajrea  T*  and  though  the  form,  and  the  coat-of-mail 
which  covcTi-d  it,  were  ihosi.>  of  a  soldier,  the  voice 
was  chat  of  Father  Aklrovand,  who  eager  and  anx- 
ious at  the  some  time,  disengaged  hims4>lf  from  the 
iniil  hood,  and  sliowcxl  his  countenance. 

"  Father,"  she  said,  "  what  means  this  ?  Have  you 
fsTgotten  the  conlidencc  in  Heaven  which  yon  are 
wont  lo  re<v>inniend,  that  you  bear  other  arms  than 
your  order  nt^ignsto  your' 

"It  may  etune  to  that  ere  long,"  said  Father  Aldro- 
rand:  "ftir  I  was  a  soldier  ere  I  wos  a  monk.  Hut 
how  1  ha^'c  donn'd  this  harness  to  discover  treaehery, 
DOC  to  realist  force.  Ah !  my  belovitl  daughiifr-  we 
SR  dreadfully  bc>Si-t—foemea  without— traitors  willi- 
u !  Tlie  false  Fleming,  Wilkin  Flajnmock,  is  uuning 
Cor  the  Aureoder  of  the  castle  1" 


"  Who  dares  say  so  T  said  a  veiled  female,  who  had 
been  kneeling  unrioticc<l  in  a  seiuestered  corner  of  the 
chapel,  but  who  now  started  up  and  came  boldly  be- 
twixt Lady  F.veline  and  the  monk. 

"  Go  hence,  thou  saucy  minion."  said  the  monk, 
surprised  at  this  bold  interruption ;  this  concerns  not 
thee." 

"  But  it  doth  concern  me,"  said  the  damsel,  throw- 
ing back  her  veil,  and  discovering  the  juvenile  coun- 
tenance of  Rose,  the  daughter  of^  Wilkin  Flammoek, 
her  eyes  sparkling,  and  her  cheeks  blushing  with 
anger,  the  vehemence  of  which  made  a  singular  con- 
trast with  the  very  fair  complexion,  and  almost 
infantine  features  of  the  speaker,  whose  whole  form 
and  figure  was  that  of  a  girl  who  has  scarce  emerged 
from  childhood,  and  indeed  whose  general  manners 
were  as  gentle  and  bashfid  as  they  now  seemed  bold, 
impassioned,  and  undaunted.— "Doth  it  not  concern 
me,''  she  said,  "that  my  father's  honest  name  should 
be  tainted  with  treason?  Doth  it  not  concern  the 
stream  when  the  fountain  is  troubled  1  It  doth  con- 
cern me,  and  I  will  know  the  author  of  the  calumny." 
,  "  Damsel,"  said  Eveline,  "  restrain  thy  useless  pas- 
sion ;  the  good  father,  though  he  cannot  intentionally 
calumniate  thy  father,  speaks,  it  may  be,  from  false 
report." 

"As  I  am  an  unworthy  priest,"  said  the  father,  "I 
speak  from  the  report  of  my  own  ears.  Upon  the 
oath  of  my  order,  myself  heard  this  Wilkin  Flam- 
mock  chaffcrinc  with  the  Welshman  for  the  surrender 
of  the  Garde  Doloureuse.  Rjr  help  of  this  hauberk 
and  mail  hood,  I  gained  admittance  to  a  conference 
where  he  thought  there  were  no  English  ears.  They 
spoke  Flemish  too.  but  I  knew  the  jargon  of  old." 

"  The  Flemish,*  said  the  angry  maiden,  whose 
headstrong  passion  led  her  to  spi-ak  first  in  answer  to 
the  iast  insult  offered,  "  is  no  ian^fon  like  your  pie- 
bald English,  half  Norman,  half  Saxon,  but  a  noble 
Gothic  ton^e,  si>oken  by  the  brave  warriore  who 
fought  against  the  Roman  Kaisars,  when  Britain  bent 
the  neck  to  them— and  as  for  this  he  has  said  of  Wil- 
kin Plammock,"  she  continued,  collecting  her  ideas 
into  more  order  as  she  went  on,  "  believe  it  not,  my 
dearest  lady :  but,  as  you  value  the  honour  of  your 
own  noble  father,  confide,  as  in  the  Evangelists,  in 
the  honesty  of  minel"  This  she  spoke  with  an  im- 
ploring tone  of  voice,  mingled  with  sobs,  as  if  her  heart 
had  bc<>n  breaking. 

Eveline  endeovoumd  to  soothe  her  attendant. 
"Rose,"  she  said,  "In  this  evil  time  suspicions  will 
Ii{$ht  on  the  best  men.  and  misunderstandings  will 
anse  among  the  hicst  friends.  Let  us  hear  the  good 
father  state  what  he  hath  to  charge  upon  your  parent. 
Fear  not  but  that  Wilkin  shall  be  heard  in  his  defence. 
Thou  wert  wont  to  be  (luiei  and  reasonable." 

"I  am  neither  quiet  nor  rtmsonable  on  this  matter,'* 
said  Rose,  with  redoubled  indignation ;  "and  it  is  dl 
of  you,  lady,  to  lirten  to  the  falsehoods  of  that  reve- 
rend mummer,  who  is  neither  true  priest  nor  true 
soldier.  But  I  will  fetch  one  who  shall  confront  him 
cither  in  casque  or  cowl." 

So  saying,  she  went  hastily  out  of  the  chapel,  while 
the  monk,  afttT  some  pedaiitic  circumlocution,  ac- 
quainted the  Lady  Eveline  with  what  he  had  over^ 
heard  betwixt  Jorworth  and  Wilkin ;  and  proposed  to 
her  to  draw  together  the  few  English  who  were  in 
the  castle,  and  take  possession  of  the  innermost 
square  tower;  a  keep  which,  as  usual  in  Gothic  for- 
tresses of  the  Norman  period,  was  situated  so  as  to 
make  considerable  def(fnct%  even  after  the  ex/ejior 
works  of  the  castle,  which  it  commanded,  were  in  the 
hand  of  the  enemy. 

"  Fa*her,"  said  Eveline,  still  confident  in  the  vision 
.she  had  lately  witnessed,  "this  were  good  counsel  in 
extremiU' ;  but  otherwise,  it  wen*  to  create  the  very 
e\-il  we  fear,  bv  setting  our  garrison  at  odds  amongst 
tlieiiiselvee.  1  have  a  strong,  ami  not  unwarranted 
confidence,  good  father,  in  our  blessttl  Lady  of  this 
Garde  Doloureuse,  that  we  shtill  attain  at  once 
vengeance  on  our  bariiannis  enemies,  and  cscsih?  from 
our  present  ji-o|>ardv ;  and  1  call  you  to  witness  the 
vow  I  have  made,  that  to  him  whom  Our  Lady  should 
employ  to  work  us  siK'cour,  I  will  refuse  nothing,  wen 
itiny  father's  inhfritanrf.or  tbehandof  hisdanghur*' 


TALES  OF  THE  CRUSADERS. 


[Chap.  TIL 


"Ate  Maria!  Ave  Pefina  CctUT  said  the  priefl : 
"on  a  rock  more  sure  you  cuuld  not  have  fouuduu 
vour  iruBJ.— But,  daufrli'or,''  he  continued,  after  the 

Cropi.r  ijaculation  had  l»een  made,  "havtjyou  never 
eard,  even  hy  a  hint,  that  ihere  wasn  treaty  tor  your 
nand  betwixt  our  much -honoured  lord,  of  whom  we 
are  cruelly  bereft,  (may  (xod  assoilzie  nis  soul!)  and 
the  Krcal  house  of  Lacy  7" 

"  Something  I  may  liave  hear.l,"  said  Evcliia',  drop- 
ping her  eyes,  while  a  slight  tinse  sntfusetl  her  cheek ; 

'  but  I  refer  me  to  the  disposal  of  Our  Lady  of  Succour 
Hid  CJonsolatiotL*' 

As  she  s(>oke.  Rose  enter^  ibe  chnptl  with  the 
same  vivacity  she  hod  shown  in  Icnvmic  it,  kadins 
by  the  hand  her  father,  who.H4-  tiluuKisii  though  firui 
step,  vacant  countenance,  iiiid  henivy  dfinesnour, 
formed  the  strongest  contraiit  tu  iby  nplity  of  hur 
motions,  and  the  anxious  animatiun  uf  Fier  addreiuL 
Her  task  of  dragging  him  furwtird  niight  have  re- 
mindtxl  the  spectator  of  some  of  thofx?  nmiienr  monu^ 
nients,  on  wlticli  a  small  chiTub,  sini^i^UHy  maile- 
quale  to  the  task,  is  often  reproserik)  usi  hoiviinf; 
upwards  towanls  the  empvrf^nii  ihd  tli^iihly  btiJk  uf 
some  ponderous  tenant  of  the  tomb,  wlm^  di^ipro- 

Cjrtioncd  wei;{ht  bids  fair  to  ri^nder  inetluerual  the 
enevolent  and  spirited  ezercians  uf  itn  H  tit  taring 
guide  and  assistant. 

"Roschon— my  child— what  jjrieves  rhefl?*'  eaid 
the  Netherlander,  as  he  yielded  to  hii  daughter's  vio- 
lence with  a  smile,  which,  bciD;f  on  ihu  ctiuniisnauee 
of  a  father,  had  more  of  expniassbii  and  Stxlitia  than 
tho!)^  which  seemed  to  have  made  their  constant 
dwelling  upon  his  iips. 

''  Here  stands  my  father,"  aiid  the  impatient  maid* 
en;  "imp<*ach  him  with  treui^tmi  who  ^un  or  dare! 
There  stands  Wilkin  Flamrnock,  si^ii  uf  Die  ten  ck^ 
tlve  Cramer  of  Antwerp,— let  those  neeuse  hun  to  his 
face  who  sinnderod  him  bi^hiuil  his  Imek  l'^ 

"Speak,  Father  Aldrovand,"  said  ihu  Lady  Eve* 
line;  "we  are  young  in  our  lurdnhspv  and,  alas!  the 
duty  hath  descended  upon  us  m  an  tvil  hour;  yei  we 
will,  so  may  God  arid  Our  Lady  h^ilp  u^,  hear  and 
judge  of  your  accusation  to  the  utmust  of  our  puv^'er/^ 

''This  Wilkin  Flammock,"  said  the  raonk,  " how- 
ever bold  he  hath  made  hiinscif  in  villany,  darea  not 
deny  that  I  heard  him  with  my  own  eari  treat  £br 
the  surrender  of  the  castle." 

"Strike  him,  father!"  said  the  ifidignanl  Rose, — 
"strike  the  disguised  mummer  I  The  uteel  hauberk 
may  be  struck^  though  not  the  nifink'a  fruck— strike 
hint,  or  tell  him  that  Ite  lies  foully  !'^ 

"Peace,  Roschen,  thou  art  mad,'*  said  her  father, 
angrily;  ''the  monk  hath  nions  truth  limn  senae 
about  Inm,  and  I  would  his  eurs  imii  tipefi  tartbor  off 
when  he  thrust  tliem  into  wh,it  ciHicerned  fiim  not." 

Rose's  countenance  fell  when  shu  ht^ard  her  father 
blundy  avow  the  treasonable  rominuriictttioii  of 
which  she  had  thought  him  incapable— she  dn>p[  ihts 
oand  by  which  she  had  drau^vJ  mm  into  the  cna^^dt 
and  stared  on  the  Ladv  Lvi^line,  with  eyes  which 
seemed  starting  from  their  st^kotSr  and  a  cDunte^ 
nance  from,  which  the  blood,  with  which  it  w&a  i^^ 
lately  so  highly  coloured,  had  re  treated  to  ^anvtun 
the  heart. 

Eveline  looked  upon  the  culprit  with  a  coiintenancc 
ui  which  sweetness  and  diginty  were  nitnded  with 
•orrow.  "Wilkin,"  she  said,  ''I  could  oi>t  have  be- 
lieved this.  What !  on  the  VL^ry  day  of  ihy  cunfidini? 
benefactor's  death,  canst  thou  have  been  tamptirin;; 
with  his  murderers,  to  deliver  iip  the  eQstle^  and  be- 
tray thy  trust!— But  I  will  not  upbniid  tht*—!  deprive 
thee  of  the  trust  reiwsed  in  s*>  unworthy  a  person,  ami 
appoint  thee  to  be  kept  in  wortl  in  the  W4<«iteni  tower, 
tOI  God  send  us  leliei^  when,  tt  tnoy  b^,  ihy  daugh- 
ter's merits  shall  atone  for  thy  offenc«ft>  and  «ave 
farther  punishment.— See  that  our  commanids  be 
presently  obeyed." 

"  Yes— yes— yea !"  exclaimed  Roae,  hurzying  one 
word  on  the  other  as  fast  and  vehemently  as  she 
could  articulate— " Let  us  go— let  us  g^i  to  the  dark- 
est dungeon— darkness  l>erits  u?  bett^^r  ilmn  li^hu" 

The  monk,  on  the  other  hand,  pt^rveiving  thm  the 
Fleming  made  no  motion  to  obey  thcf  mandate  of 
arrest,  came  forward,  in  a  maoaer  fnore  suiting  Ids 


ancient  proTeinion,  and  present  disguiae,  than  hit 
spiritual  character;  and  with  the  words.  "I  attach 
the(.>,  Wdkin  Flainmock.  of  acknowledged  treason  to 
your  liege  hidy,"  w(»uld  nave  laid  hand  upon  hiDi,htd 
not  the  Fl>mms  stepped  back  and  warned  himoC 
with  a  menacing  and  determined  gesture,  while  be 
said,— "Ye  are  mad!— all  of  you  English  ai«  imd 
when  the  moon  is  full,  and  my  silly  girl  hath  caught 
the  maladv.— Lady,  your  honoured  father  gave  nxa 
chai]ge,  which  I  piui>ose  to  execute  to  the  best  ieraH 
parties,  and  you  cannot,  being  a  minor,  deprive  me  of 
It  at  your  idle  pleasure.— Fa tner  Aldruvand,  a  monk 
makes  no  lawful  arrests.— Daughter  Roschen,  hold 
your  peace  and  dry  your  eyes— you  an>  a  fooL" 
"I  am.  I  am,"  said  Rose,  diying  her  eyei^  andr»- 

Sining  her  elasticity  of  manner— "I  am  mdeed  i 
>1,  and  worse  than  a  fool,  for  a  moment  to  doubt 
my  father's  probity.— Confide  in  him,  dearest  lidj; 
he  is  wise  though  he  is  grave,  and  kind  though  he  it 
plain  and  homely  in  hjs  speech.  Should  he  prora 
false  he  will  fari>  the  worse!  for  I  will  plunge  myself 
from  the  pinnacle  of  the  Warder's  Tower  to  the  hoc- 
torn  of  the  moat,  and  he  shall  lose  his  own  daughter 
for  k'traying  his  master's." 

"This  is  all  fronzy."  said  the  monk— "  Wliotnuti 
avowi-d  traitors  ?— Here,  Normans.  English,  to  the 
rescue  of  your  liege  lady— Bows  and  bills— bows  tod 
bills !" 

"  You  may  spare  vour  throat  for  your  next  homily, 
eoo<i  father,  said  the  Netherlander,  "or  call  in  good 
Flemish,  since  you  understand  it,  for  to  no  other  Ian* 
guai^e  will  those  within  hearing  reply." 

He  then  approached  the  Lady  Eveline  with  a  reel 
or  alfbcted  air  of  clumsy  kindness,  and  something  ai 
nearly  approaching  to  courtesy  as  his  manners  and 
features  could  assume.  He  bade  her  good  night,  and, 
assuring  her  that  he  would  act  for  the  best,  lejft.the 
chapel.  The  monk  was  about  to  break  forth  into 
revilings,  but  Eveline,  with  more  prudence,  cbeckel 
Ills  zeai. 

"I  cannot,"  she  said,  "but  hope  that  this  man'i 
intentions  are  hoiu-st" 

"  Now,  Grod's  blessings  on  you,  lady,  for  that  very 
word !"  said  Rose,  eagerly  interrupting  her,  and  kiss* 
ins  her  hand. 

^^But  if  unhappily  they  are  doubtful"  continiM 
Eveline,  "it  is  not  oy  reproach  that  wc  can  bring 
him  to  a  better  purpose.  Good  father,  give  an  evs 
to  the  preparations  for  resistance  ana  see  naugat 
omitted  that  our  means  furnish  lor  the  defence  of 
the  castle." 

"Fear  nothing,  my  dearest  daughter,"  sakl  Aldro- 
vand ;  "  there  are  still  some  Englisli  hearU  amongtt 
us,  and  we  will  rather  kill  and  eat  the  Flemingi 
themselves  than  surrender  the  castle. 

"  That  were  food  as  dangerous  lo  come  by  as  beai'i 
venison,  father."  answered  Rose,  bitterly,  still  on  fin 
with  the  idea  that  the  monk  treated  her  nation  wilk 
suspicion  and  contumely. 

On  these  terms  they  separated ;— the  women  to 
indul/te  their  fears  and  sorrows  in  private  grieC  cr 
alleviate  them  by  private  devotion:  the  monk  to  try 
to  discover  what  were  the  real  purposes  of  Wilkin 
Flammock,  and  to  counteract  them  it  possible,  sboidd 
they  seem  to  indicate  treachery.  His  eye,  however, 
though  sharpened  by  strong  suspicion,  saw  nothing 
to  strengthen  his  fears,  excepting  that  the  Fleming 
had,  with  considerable  military  skill,  placed  the  prin* 
cipal  posts  of  the  castle  in  the  charge  of  his  own 
countrymen,  which  must  make  any  attempt  fo  dis- 
possess him  of  his  present  authority  boili  dimcnltsnd 
dangerous.  The  monk  at  length  retired,  summoDed 
by  the  duties  of  the  evening  service,  and  with  thede* 
termination  to  be  stirring  with  the  light  next  momin^ 


CHAPTER   VIL 

O,  ndly  nhiiMM  the  mominf  sun 

On  iMfuer'd  rsille  hall. 
Wlien  ha«tion,  tower,  and  baltlraimt, 

Btfem  noddini  to  thoir  Ml—OU  ~  ' 


Tbitb  to  his  resolution,  and  telling  his  beads  as  he 
went,  that  he  might  lose  no  time,  Father  AldxoTSod 
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began  bin  rounds  iif  the  cattle  9o  ebon  as  daylight 
bad  louchtH}  the  top  of  the  enMern  horizon.  A  nnturnl 
inetinct  led  him  nnit  to  thofie  Btnlls  whidi,  had  the 
fortrvKfl  be«-ii  r)rop(;rly  vicluaHtd  for  a  siej^t^,  ouKht  to 
have  U.1I1  tonnnted  by  catth^;  and  eruat  was  iiis 
delishi  to  9(^  more  than  a  score  of  fat  kine  and 
bollocks  in  the  place  whicli  had  last  ni^ht  been 
enptv!  One  of  tnem  had  already  been  carried  to 
the  inamblos,  and  a  Fleming  or  two,  who  played 
batchers  on  the  occasion,  were  dividing  the  carcass 
lor  the  cook's  use.  The  good  father  had  well  nigh 
oied  out  a  miracle;  but,  not  to  bo  too precipiute,  he 
limited  his  transport  to  a  private  exclamation  in 
honour,  of  Our  Ladv  of  the  Garde  Doloureuse. 

**Who  talks  of  lack  of  provender?— who  speaks 
ftf  surrender  now?"  he  said.  "Here  is  enough  to 
maintain  us  till  Hugo  de  Lacy  arrives,  were  he  to  sail 
back  from  Cypnis  to  our  relief.  I  did  (>urpose  to  have 
fasted  this  morning,  as  well  ui  save  victuals  as  on  a 
nliinous  score:  but  the  blessing  of  the  saints  must 
not  be  slighted.— Sir  Cook,  let  me  liave  half  a  yard  or 
ao  of  bniiled  b<«f  presently;  bid  the  pander  send  me 
Amanchet.  and  iho  outler  a  cup  of  wmo.  1  will  take 
a ninning  broaktast  on  the  western  battlements."* 

At  this  place,  which  was  rather  the  weakest  ooint 
of  the  Garde  Doloureuse,  the  good  father  found 
Wilkin  Flammock  anxiously  superintending  the 
necessary  measures  of  defence.  He  greeted  him 
eourteouslv,  congratulated  him  on  the  stock  of  pro- 
visions with  which  the  castle  had  been  supplied  during 
the  night,  and  was  inquiring  how  they  had  been  so 
happily  introduced  through  the  Welsh  besiegers, 
when  Wilkin  took  the  first  occasion  to  interrupt 
him. 

**Of  all  this  another  time,  ;;ood  father;  but  I  wish 
at  present,  and  before  other  discourse,  to  consult  thee 

00  a  matter  which  presses  my  conscience,  and  more- 
orer  deeply  concerns  my  worldly  estate." 

**S(>eak  on,  my  excellent  son,"  said  the  father, 
eonceiving  that  he  should  thus  gain  the  key  to  Wilkin's 
leal  intcntionft.  "O,  a  tender  conscifnce  is  a  jewel ! 
and  he  that  will  not  listen  when  it  saith,  *pour  out 
tky  doubts  into  the  ear  of  the  priest,'  shall  one  day 
have  his  own  dolorous  outcries  choked  with  fire  and 
brimstone.  Thou  wert  ever  of  a  tender  conscience. 
mn  W^ilkin,  though  thou  hast  but  a  rough  and  borrel 
bearing." 

"W'tll,  then,"  said  Wilkin,  "you  are  to  know,  good 
father,  that  I  have  had  some  dealings  with  my  neigh- 
bour, Jan  Vanwell,  concerning  mv  daughter  Rose, 
and  that  he  has  paid  me  certain  gilders  on  condition 

1  will  match  her  to  him." 

"Pshaw,  pshaw!  my  good  son^"  said  the  disap- 
ininted  confessor,  "  this  gf.'ar  can  lie  over— this  is  no 
time  for  marrying  or  giving  in  marriage,  when  we 
tie  nil  like  to  he  murdered." 

•*  Noy,  but  hear  me,  good  father,"  said  the  Fleming, 
**fbr  this  point  of  conscience  concerns  the  present 
ease  more  nenriy  than  you  wot  of.— You  must  know 
I  have  no  will  to  licstow  Rose  on  this  same  Jan 
Vanweic,  who  is  old,  and  of  ill  conditions;  and  I 
^roold  know  of  you  whether  I  may,  in  conscience, 
fefuse  him  nijr  c«>nsent?" 

"TYuly,"  said  Father  Aldrovand,  "Rose  is  a  pretty 
lass,  though  somewhat  hasty ;  and  I  think  you  may 
honestly  withdraw  your  couKrnt.  always  on  paying 
back  tile  gikltTS  you  have  nxxivnd." 

"But  there  lies  the  pinch,  good  father,"  said  the 
Heming— *'  the  refunding  this  money  will  reduce  me 
to  utter  povertv.  The  Welsh  have  desfroyrd  my 
tobstance ;  and  this  handful  of  money  is  all,  God 
hdp  me !  on  which  1  nuiAt  hei;in  the  world  again." 

*^Neverthelet*s,  son  Wilkin,  said  Aldrovand,  "  ihou 
must  ke«*p  thy  word,  or  pav  the  forfeit ;  for  what  saith 
the  text?  Quia  hahitabit  iii  tabernai-uio^  (pds  rtqni- 
taett  in  rnonte  «ati<r/o ?— Who  sliall  ascend  to  the 
tabernacle,  and  dwell  in  the  holy  mountain  ?  Is  it 
not  answered  again,  qui  jurat  proximo,  r.t  non  dtri- 
pi//— Oo  to,  my  son— break  not  thy  plighitd  word 
Cor  a  httle  till  by  lucre— better  is  an  empty  stomach 

*  CM  Hnnry  Jpfikinn,  in  Ilia  R(>rollrrtinn*  of  tlie  AblMCMi 
iefitre  ttioir  (iiri«iluti(Hi,  \ian  ;-n>**rvml  the  ftiet,  that  niwt-brer 
mag  deliromd  uut  to  Urn  cuuu,  nut  bj  weif  hi,  out  bjr  meaiure. 


and  a  hungry  heart  with  a  clear  conscience,  than  a 
fatted  ox  with  iniquity  and  wonl-breaking.- Snwesi 
thou  not  our  Inte  noble  Inni,  who  (may  his  soul  Ih* 
happv !)  chose  rather  to  die  in  unequal  battle,  like  a 
true  knight,  than  hve  a  perjured  man,  though  he  had 
but  spoken  a  rash  word  to  n  W*elsliman  over  a  wina 
flask?" 

".AJas!  then."  said  the  Fleming,  "this  is  even 
what  1  feared !  We  must  e'en  render  up  the  castle, 
or  restore  to  the  Welshman,  Jorworth,  the  cattle, 
by  means  of  which  I  had  schemed  to  victual  and 
defend  it." 

"  How— wherefore— what  dost  thou  mean  ?"  said 
the  monk  in  astonishment.  "I  spr-ak  to  thee  of  Rose 
Flammock,  and  Jan  Van-devil,  or  whatever  you  call 
him,  and  you  reply  with  talk  about  cattle  and  castles, 
and  I  wot  not  what !" 

"  So  please  you,  holy  father,  I  did  but  speak  in  pa- 
rables. This  castle  was  the  dau|;hler  I  had  promised 
to  deliver  over— the  Welshman  is  Jan  Vanwelt,  and 
the  gilders  were  the  cattle  he  has  sent  in,  as  a  part- 
paviiient  beforehand  of  my  guerdon." 

''  Parables  !"  said  the  moiik>  colouring  with  anger 
at  the  trick  put  on  him  ;  "  what  has  a  boor  like  thee 
to  do  with  parables?— But  1  forgive  thee— I  ibrgivfl 
thee." 

"  I  am  therefore  to  yield  the  castle  to  the  Welsh- 
man, or  restore  him  his  cattle?"  said  the  impenetra- 
ble Dutchman. 

"  Sooner  yield  thy  aoul  to  Satan !"  replied  the 
monk. 

"  I  fear  me  it  must  be  the  alternative.'*  said  the 
Fleming;  "for  the  example  of  thy  honourable 
lord" 

"  The  example  of  an  honourable  fool"— answered 
the  monk;  then  presently  subjoined^  "Our  Lady  be 
with  her  servant !— This  Belgic-brained  boor  makes 
me  forget  wl»at  I  would  say.'*^ 

"Nay,  but  the  holy  text  which  your  reverence  cited 
to  me  even  now,'*  continued  the  Fleming. 

"  Go  to,"  said  the  monk ;  "  what  hast  thou  to  do 
to  presume  to  thinkof  texts?— knowest  thou  not  that 
the  letter  of  the  Scripture  slayeth,  and  that  it  is  the 
exposition  which  maketh  to  live?— Art  thou  not  like 
one  who,  coining  to  a  ohysician,  conceals  from  him 
half  the  symptoms  of  the  disease  ?— I  tell  thee,  thou 
foolish  Fleming,  the  text  speaketh  but  of  promises 
made  unto  Christians,  and  there  is  in  the  Rubric  a 
special  exertion  of  such  as  are  made  to  Welshmen." 
At  this  commentary  the  Fleming  grinned  so  broadly 
as  to  sliow  his  whole  case  of  broad  strong  white 
teeth.  Father  Aldrovand  himKclfgrinnctl  in  sympa- 
thy, and  then  proci^ed  to  sav,— "  Come,  come,  I 
sec  how  it  is.  Thou  hast  studied  some  small  re\'enge 
on  me  for  doubting  of  thy  truth ;  and,  in  verity,  I 
think  thou  hast  taken  it  wfttily  enough.  But  whore- 
fore  didst  thou  not  h;t  me  into  the  secret  from  the 
beginning?  1  promise  thee  I  had  foul  suspicions  of 
thee." 

"  What  f  said  the  Fleming,  "if  it  possible  I  could 
ever  think  of  involving  your  reverence  in  u  little  mat- 
ter of  d(>ceit?  Surely  heaven  hath  sent  me  more 
grace  and  manners.— Hark,  1  hear  Jorworth's  horn 
at  the  gate." 

"He  blows  like  a  town  swineherd,"  said  Aldro- 
vand, in  dis<lain. 

"  It  is  not  your  reverence's  pleasure  that  I  shoidd 
restore  the  castle  unto  him,  then?"  soid  Flammock. 

"  Ves,  thus  far.  Prithee  deliver  him  straightway 
over  the  walls  such  a  tub  of  boiling  water  as  shall 
seald  the  hair  from  his  goat-skin  cloak.  And,  hark 
ihw.  do  thou  in  the  first  place  try  the  temperature  of 
the  kettle  with  thy  forefinger,  and  tliat  shall  be  thy 
penance  for  the  trick  thou  hast  played  me." 

The  Fleming  answered  this  with  another  broad 
grin  of  intrlligence,  and  they  proceeded  to  the  outer 
gate,  to  which  Jorworth  had  come  abne.-  Placing 
himself  at  the  wicket,  which,  however,  he  kept  care- 
fully barred,  and  speaking  thnniidi  a  small  opening, 
contrived  for  such  purpose^  Wilkin  Flammock  do- 
manded  of  the  Welshman  his  business. 

"  To  receive  rendition  of  t.be  casth^  agreeable  tu 
promise,"  said  Jorworth. 
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**  Ay  7  and  tit  thoa  come  on  such  an  errand  alone  7" 
said  Wilkin. 

"No,  inily,"  answtTpd  Jorworth;  "I  have  nunie 
two  score  ul  men  concenltid  among  yonder  biiHheH.*' 

"  Tfien  (hou  hadnt  btfit  lead  tht^tn  away  quickly/' 
answered  Wilkin,  "  before  our  archers  let  fly  a  sheaf 
of  arrows  onionK  them." 

**How,  villain!  Dust  thou  not  mean  to  keep  thy 
promise?"  soid  the  Welshman. 

"1  gave  ihee  none,"  said  the  Fleming;  "1  pro- 
mised but  to  think  on  what  thou  didst  say.  1  have 
done  so,  and  have  c<jmmunicated  with  my  ghostly 
father,  who  will  in  no  respect  hear  of  my  listening  to 
ihy  proiMisol." 

And  wilt  thou,"  said  Jorworth,  "  keep  thocatde 
which  I  sim|)ly  sent  into  the  castle  on  the  faith  of  our 
agreement? ' 

'*I  will  excommunicate  and  deliver  him  over  to 
Satan."  said  the  monk,  unable  to  wait  the  phlegma- 
tic and  lingering  answer  of  the  Fleming,  "  if  he  give 
horn,  hoof,  or  hair  of  them,  to  such  an  uncircumcised 
Philistine  an  thou  or  thy  master." 

"  It  is  %vell,  shorn  pnest,"  answered  Jorworth,  in 
great  anger,  "iiut  mark  me— reckon  not  on  your 
frock  for  ransom.  When  Gwenwvn  hath  taken  tliis 
castle,  as  it  »ha\\  not  longer  shelter  such  o  pair  of 
faithless  traitors,  I  will  have  you  sewed  up  each  into 
the  carcass  of  one  of  these  kine,  for  which  your  peni- 
tent has  forsworn  himself,  and  lay  you  where  wolf  and 
eaele  shall  be  your  only  companions." 

Thou  wilt  work  thy  will  when  it  is  matched  with 
thv  p<)wcr,"  said  the  sedate  Netherlander. 

'•  False  Welshman,  we  defv  ihee  to  thy  teeth !" 
answered,  in  the  same  breath,  the  more  irascible 
monk.  I  trust  to  ace  the  hounds  gnaw  thy  joints 
ere  that  day  come  that  ye  talk  of  so  proudly." 

By  way  of  answer  to  both,  Jorworth  drew  back 
his  arm  with  his  levelled  javelin,  and  shaking  the 
shaft  till  it  acquired  a  vibratory  motion,  ho  hurled 
it  with  er|ual  strength  and  dexteritv  right  against 
the  aperture  in  the  wicket,  li  wnizzLtl  through 
the  opening  at  which  it  was  aimed,  and  flew  (harm- 
lessly, however,)  between  the  heads  of  the  monk 
and  the  Fleming ;  the  former  of  wh(mi  started  back, 
while  the  latter  only  said,  as  ho  looked  at  the 
javelin,  which  stood  quivering  in   the  door  of  the 

guard-room,  "  That  was  well  aimed,  and  happily 
alked. ' 

Jorworth,  the  instant  he  had  flung  his  dart,  has- 
tened to  the  ambush  which  he  had  prepared,  and  gave 
them  at  once  the  signal  and  the  example  of  a  rapid 
retreat  down  the  hill.  Father  Aldrovaiid  would  wil- 
lingly have  followed  them  with  a  volley  of  arrows, 
but  the  Fleming  observed  that  ammunition  was  too 
precious  with  them  to  be  wasted  nu  a  few  nmaways. 
Perhaps  the  honest  man  nfincnibenxl  that  they  had 
come  within  the  darijipsr  of  such  a  salutation,  in  sonio 
measure,  on  his  own  assurance. 

When  the  noise  of  the  hasty  retreot  of  Jorworth 
and  his  followers  !•  id  died  awny, 'there  ensued  a  dead 
ailonce,  well  corresponding  with  the  coolness  and 
calmness  of  that  early  hour  in  the  morning. 

"  This  will  not  last  long,"  said  Wilkin  to  the  monk, 
in  a  tone  of  forebtniing  seriousness,  which  found  an 
echo  in  the  good  fathers  bosom. 

"It  will  not,  and  it  cannot,"  answered  Aldrovand : 
"and  we  must  expect  a  shrewd  attack,  which  1 
should  mind  little,  but  that  their  numbers  arc  great, 
ours  few;  the  extent  of  ilie  walls  considerable,  and 
the  obstinacv  of  these  Welsh  fiends  almost  equal  to 
iheir  fury. ,  But  we  will  do  the  Ihjsl  1  will  to  the 
Lady  Eveline— She  must  show  herself  upon  the  bat- 
tlements—She is  fairer  in  feature  than  becometh  a 
man  of  my  onier  to  speak  of;  and  she  has  withnl  a 
breathinc  of  her  father's  lof^v  c^irit.  The  took  and 
the  word  of  such  a  lady  will  give  a  man  double 
streng'.h  in  the  hour  of  need." 

"It  may  be,"  said  the  Fleming:  "and  I  will  go 
see  that  the  good  breakfast,  which  I  have  appointed 
be  presently  servctl  forth ;  it  will  give  my  Flemings 
more  stn-ngth  than  the  sight  of  the  ten  thousand 
virgins— may  their  help  be  with  us !— were  tliey  all 
arranged  on  a  fair  field." 


CHAPTER  VIII. 

Twaii  wlm  jth  raii«d,  'mid  Mp  and  nste* 
Ttie  baoner  i>f  |-(itir  rif liirul  iKfe 

At  jrilur  «he  uptain'a  call. 
Who,  mirnrlH  of  wo,nankiiid. 
Lent  imtltlv  lo  Itw  meaiiMt  hind 

Thai  mano'd  iwr  rwila  wall. 

WlLUAJf  BnwAST  Kml 

The  morning  light  was  scarce  fully  spread  abroad, 
when  Eveline  Berenger,  in  compliance  with  her  cob-  . 
feasor's  advice,  coiiiincnced  her  progress  around  tlw 
walls  and  battlements  of  the  beleaguered  castle,  la 
confirm  by  her  personal  entreaties  the  minds  of  d» 
valiant,  and  to  rouse  the  mure  timid  to  hope  and  to 
exertion.  She  wore  a  rich  collar  and  braoeleUi  u 
ornaments  which  iiulicated  her  rank  and  high  de- 
scent ;  and  her  under  tunic,  in  the  manner  of  ths 
times,  was  gathered  around  her  slender  waist  by  a 


girdle,  enibroideati  with  precious  stones,  and  i  ,  ._ 
by  a  large  buck  le  of  gold.  From  one  side  of  the  ginila 
was  suspended  a  pouch  or  purae.  splendidly  adomn 
with  needle- work,  and  on  the  len  side  it  gnstainsd  i 
small  dagger  of  exquisite  workmanahip.  A  daik- 
coloured  mantle,  chosen  as  emblematic  ol  her  clouded 
fortunes,  was  flung  loosely  around  hrr;  and  its  booi 
was  brought  forwani,  so  as  to  shadow  but  not  hidfly 
her  beautiful  countenance.  Her  looks  had  .lost  ths 
high  and  ecstatic  expression  which  had  been  intpini 
by  sup|iused  revelation,  but  they  retained  a  torrowfid 
and  mild,  yet  determined  charactei^-and,  in  addren* 
ing  the  studiers,  she  used  a  mixture  of  entreaty  and 
command— now  throwing  hersdf  upon  their  prots^ 
t ion— now  demanding  in  her  aid  the  just  tribuie  of 
their  allegiance. 

The  garrison  was  divided,  as  military  skill  dJctatej 
in  i^mups,  on  the  points  most  liable  to  attack,  or  froa 
which  an  assailing  enemy  might  be  best  annovadt 
and  it  was  this  unavoidable  separation  of  their  UKOI 
into  small  detachments,  which  showed  todisadvai< 
tag(^  the  extent  of  walls,  ctiniuared  with  the  number 
of  the  defenders ;  and  though  Wilkin  Flammock  hid 
contrived  st^veral  means  of  concealing  this  defiamcf 
of  foree  from  the  c:neniy,  be  could  not  disguise  it 
from  the  defenders  of  the  (^astle,  who  cast  moumM 
glances  on  the  length  of  battlements  which  wo* 
unoccupied  save  by  sentinels,  and  then  looked  out  to 
the  fatal  field  of  battle^  loaded  with  the  budies  of  thoM 
who  ought  to  have  lieen  ilieir  comrades  in  this  hov 
of  peril. 

The  presence  of  Rveline  did  much  to  rouac  the  nf- 
ristm  from  this  stau>  of  discouragement.  She  giideit 
from  post  to  post,  from  tower  to  lower  of  the  oldgrtf 
fortress,  as  a  gleam  of  liuht  passes  oyer  a  clouded 


landsi*apo,  an(C  toui'hing  its  various  ooints  in  i 
sion,  calls  them  out  to  beautv  and  effect.  Sonov 
and  fear  sometinii^  make  sufferers  cloqui>ni.  Ska 
addressed  the  various  nations  who  composed  b« 
lit  tie  ^rrison,  each  in  appropriate  language.  To  ths 
English,  she  spoke  as  children  of  the  soil— to  ths 
Flemings,  as  men  who  had  become  denizens  bv  the 
right  of  lioapitality— to  the' Normans  as  deacendaaii 
ofthat  victorious  nice,  whose  sword  hod  made  thtn 
the  nobles  and  sovereigns  of  every  land  where  its 
edgi'  had  been  trvxi.  To  them  slie  used  the  langiiegi 
of  chivalry,  by  wnose  rules  the  meanest  of  that  natioa 
regulated,  or  atTected  to  regulate,  his  acliona.  The 
English  she  reminded  of  their  g<xxl  faith  and  honesty 
of  heart ;  and  to  the  Flemings  she  spoke  of  the  d»- 
stniction  of  their  pn)pcrty,  the  fVuits  of  their  hooeH 
industrv.  To  all  she  proposed  venpeanue  for  ths 
death  of  their  leader  and  his  followers— to  all  she  r^ 
commended  confidence  in  C>od  and  Our  Lady  of  ths 
Ganie  Doloureusc ;  and  she  ventured  to  assure  all,  of 
the  strong  and  victorious  bands  that  were  already  ia 
mnreh  to  their  relief. 

"  Will  the  gallant  champions  of  the  oroaa,"  shs 
said,  "  think  of  leaving  their  native  land^  while  tbs 
wail  of  women  and  of  orphans  is  in  their  eaia?-^t 
were  to  convert  their  piinis  p^irpose  into  mortal  aiii^ 
and  to  derogate  from  the  high  fame  thev  have  so 
well  won.  Ves— fight  but  valiantly,  and  perhapft 
before  the  very  sun  that  is  now  slowly  rising  shall 
sink  in  the  sea,  you  will  see  it  shining  on  the  ranks 
of  Shrowsbury  and  Chester.    Whcu  did  the  W«lih- 
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tHE  BBTRityfHED.. 


miin  wait  to  hew  die  danfloiir  of  their  trampetn,  or 
tbi  rufilin^  of  their  nilken  oanner*?  Fight  bravely— 
IS^hi  fret-ly  but  a  while !— our  castle  is  sironR— our 
jniinicion  ample—yoor  hearts  are  good— your  arms 
are  powerful— Grod  is  nigh  to  us,  and  our  friends  are 
not  far  distant  Fight,  then,  in  the  name  of  all  that 
is  good  and  holy— nght  for  yoorselves,  for  your  wives, 
£»- your  children,  and  for  your  property— and  oh !  fight 
for  an  orphan  maiden,  who  hath  no  other  defenders 
bat  what  a  acuaeof  her  sorrows,  and  ihe  remembrance 
of  her  father,  may  raise  up  among  you !" 

Such  speeches  as  these  made  a  powerful  impres- 
■on  on  the  men  to  whom  they  were  addressed, 
almdy  hardened,  by  habits  and  sentiments,  against 
a  sense  of  danger.  The  chivalrous  Normans  swore, 
on  ihe  cT^^B  of  their  swords,  they  would  die  to  a  man 
ere  they  would  surrender  their  posts— the  blunter 
Anrio-Saxons  cried,  **  Shame  on  him  who  would 
mioer  up  such  a  lamb  as  Eveline  to  a  Welsh  wolf, 
while  he  could  make  her  a  bulwark  with  his  body !" 
•^Even  the  cold  Flemings  caught  a  spark  of  the  en- 
thuaiaam  with  which  the  others  were  animated,  and 
mattensd  to  each  other  praises  of  the  young  lady's 
beauty,  and  short  but  honest  resolves  to  do  the  best 
thev  might  in  her  defence. 

Rose  Flammock,  who  accompanied  her  lady  with 
one  or  two  attendants  upon  her  circuit  around  the 
castte,  aeemed  to  have  relapaed  into  her  natural  cha- 
racter of  a  ahv  and  timid  girl,  out  of  the  excited  state 
into  which  she  had  been  brought  by  the  suspicions 
which  in  the  evening  before  had  attachtxl  to  her 
father's  character.  She  tripped  closely  but  respect- 
Itilly  after  Eveline,  and  listened  to  what  she  said  from 
time  to  time,  with  the  awe  and  admiration  of  a  child 
Ibiening  to  its  tutor,  while  only  her  moistened  eye 
expiesaed  how  far  she  felt  or  comprehended  the  ex- 
tent of  the  danger,  or  the  force  of  the  exhortations. 
Theie  was,  however,  a  moment  when  the  youthful 
nmiden'i  eye  became  more  bright,  her  step  more  coil- 
fident,  her  looks  more  elevated.  This  was  whin 
they  approached  the  spot  where  her  father,  having 
dischari^  the  duties  of  commander  of  the  garrison, 
Wat  now  exercising  those  of  engineer,  and  diHplaving 
prcat  skill,  aa  well  as  wonderful  personal  strength,  in 
directing  and  assisting  the  estahlirthment  of  a  large 
vnangoneL  (a  roihiary  engine  used  for  casting  stones,) 
UfOA  a  station  commandmg  an  exposed  postern-gate, 
which  bd  from  the  western  side  of  the  castle  down 
to  the  plain ;  and  whore  a  severe  assault  was  naiu- 
nUv  to  be  ezpecttfd.  The  greater  part  of  his  armour 
Uyoeaide  him,  but  covered  with  his  cassock  to  screr-n 
iitnmi  the  morning  dew ;  while  in  his  leathern  doublet, 
^th  arms  bare  to  the  shoulder,  and  a  huge  sledge- 
nmrnn'  in  his  hand,  he  set  an  example  to  the  lue- 
cbaaicii  who  worked  under  his  direction. 

In  slow  and  i»1id  natures  there  is  usually  a  touch 
cf  ifaainefacedness,  and  a  scn-sitivenesstotne  breach 
of  petty  obAervancea.  Wilkin  Flammock  had  been 
umnoved  even  to  insensibility  at  ihe  imputation  of 
trtawn  so  lately  cast  upon  nim  ;  but  he  coloured 
ijidi,  and  was  confustxi,  while  hastily  throwing  on 
Bit  cassock,  he  endeavoured  to  conceal  the  dishuhille 
n  which  he  had  been  surprised  by  the  Lady  Rvfline. 
Not  10  his  daughter.  Proud  of  her  father  s  zeal,  her 
fff  gleamed  from  him  to  her  niistref^s  with  a  look  of 
tnoDiph,  which  seemed  to  say,  "  And  this  faithful  fbl- 
MWI.T,  is  he  who  was  suspected  of  treachery  !*' 

Evdine's  own  bosom  made  her  the  same  ninroach ; 
unL  anxious  to  atone  for  her  momentary  doubt  of  his 
jjdeliiy,  she  offered  for  his  acceptances  ring  of  value, 
"uiimall  amends,"  she  said,  "of  a  momentary  mis- 
twiMniction." 

'*It  needs  not,  ladv,"  said  Flammock,  with  his 
upual  bluntnecK,  "  unless  I  hove  the  fn-edom  to  be- 
Mow  the  gaud  on  Rose ;  for  I  think  she  was  grieved 
^gh  at   that  which  moved  nie  little,— as  why 

''Dispose  of  it  aa  thou  wilt,*' said  Eveline ;  "the 
H'meii  hears  is  as  true  as  thine  own  fnirli." 

Here  Eveline  pausefl,  and  lo<jkingon  the  broad  ex- 
»vndod  plain  which  exicnde^l  between  the  site  of  the 
^Mlcaiui  the  river,  observed  how  silent  and  still  the 
■kurning  wea  rising  over  what  had  so  la  iy  been  a 
(CMic  of  0icb  cxtcoeive  slaughter. 


tninft  that  a  nosi  ot  inieves  ana  cui-mnian 
look  80  like  the  finest  obkct  in  nature— a  well 
bleaching-ffcld  ?— Harl^Tark  !— the  wasps  i 
ginning  to  buza ;  they  wul  soon  be  plying  their  s 


"  It  will  not  be  io  lonft"  aniwend  Flammock  ( 
'*  we  shall  have  noise  enough*  and  that  nearw  to  our 
ears  than  yeslerday." 

*•  Which  way  lie  the  enemy?"  said  Evclitie;  "mo. 
thinks  1  can  spy  neither  tents  nor  imvilions." 

"They  use  none,  lady,"  answered  Wilkin  Flam- 
mock. "  Heaven  has  denied  them  the  grace  an«. 
knowledge  to  weave  linen  enough  for  such  a  purpose 
—Yonder  they  lie  on  both  sides  of  the  river,  coverei 
with  naught  hut  their  white  mantles.  Woulfl  one 
think  that  a  host  of  thieves  and  cut-throats  could 
look  80  like  the  finest  olyict  in  nature— a  well-spread 

are  be- 
„ ,...,,  _     .-stings." 

In  fact,  there  was  heard  among  the  Welsh  army  m 
low  and  indistinct  murmur,  like  that  of 

"  Bees  alsnn'd,  and  aiaateriaff  in  Uieir  hivef." 

Terrified  at  the  hollow  menacing  sound,  which  grew 
louder  every  moment.  Rose,  who  had  all  the  irrita- 
bility of  a  sensitive  temperament,  clung  to  her  fa- 
ther's arm,  saying,  in  a  teirified  whisper,  "It  is  like 
the  sound  of  the  sea  the  night  before  the  great  inun- 
dation." 

"  And  it  betokens  too  rough  weather  for  women  to 
be  abroad  in,"  said  Flammock.  "  Go  to  your  cham 
her,  Lady  Eveline,  if  it  be  V'our  will— and  co  you  too, 
Roschen— God  bless  you  both— ye  do  but  keep  us  idle 
here," 

And,  indeed,  conscious  that  she  had  done  all  that 
was  incumbent  ui>on  her,  and  fearful  lest  the  chill 
wliich  she  felt  creeping  over  her  own  heart  should 
infect  others,  Eveline  took  her  vassal's  advice,  and 
withdrew  slowly  to  hefcown  anartment,  often  caat^ 
ing  back  her  eye  to  the  place  where  the  W'elsh,  now 
drawn  out  and  under  arms,  were  advancing  their 
ridgy  battalions,  like  the  waves  of  an  approaching  tide. 

The  Prince  of  Powys  had,  with  cx)n8iderable  mili- 
tary skill,  adopted  a  plan  of  attack  suitable  to  the 
fiery  genius  of  his  followers,  tind  calculated  to  alarm 
on  every  point  the  feeble  garrison. 

The  three  sides  of  the  castle  which  were  defended 
by  the  river,  were  watched  each  by  a  numerous  body 
of  the  British,  with  instnictionn  to  confine  theniselvea 
to  tlie  discharge  of  arrows,  unless  ihcy  should  observe 
that  some  favourable  opportunity  of  close  attack 
should  occur.  Bufc  far  the  greater  part  of  (xwen- 
wyn's  forces,  consisting  of  three  columns  of  great 
strength,  advanced  along  the  plain  on  the  western 
aide  of  the  castle,  and  menaced,  with  a  desperate 
assault,  the  walls,  which,  in  that  direction,  were  de- 
prived of  the  defence  of  the  river.  The  first  of  these 
formidable  bodies  consisted  entirely  of  archers,  who 
dispersed  themselves  in  front  of  the  beleagured  place 
and  took  advantage  of  every  bush  and  rising  grouna 
which  could  ofibrd  them  shelter;  and  then  began  tc 
bend  their  bows  and  shower  their  arrows  on  the  bat- 
tlements and  loopholes,  sufTering,  however,  a  grea. 
deal  inoR'  damage  than  they  were  able  to  inflict  as 
the  garrison  retumeil  their  shot  in  comparative  safety, 
and  with  more  securi'  and  deliberate  aim.*  Under 
cover,  however.  o(  their  discharge  of  arrows,  two 
very  strung  bodies  of  Welsh  attempted  to  carry  the 
outer  defences  o^rlie  castle  by  storm.  They  had  axes 
to  destroy  the  palisades,  then  called  harriers ;  fagots 
to  fill  up  the  external  ditches ;  torches  to  set  fire  to 
anght  combustible  which  they  might  find ;  and,  above 
all,  ladders  to  scale  the  wails. 

•  Arciixra  of  Walks.— Tlw  Wcl*h  were  neeltent  bowmen : 
hut,  uodcr  (hvour  of  I^ird  Ljrltleion,  tliejr  pri>tiabl;r  did  not  om 
tlie  loni;-lKiw,  tlie  forntHiable  wraiiun  or  \\w  Nommiiii,  uid 
aftorwartlii  of  tho  Eng lisli  yeonifen.  Thar  of  llii*  Wc'rh  inoaf 
likply  ratlMtr  mMrmMed  tliebtiw  of  th-  rtiffnotf*  CoUm-  irihctor 
irvlafid,  and  of  tlii;  lliirliland«  of  Sa  tiand.  It  wat  «hor(i*r 
than  liio  Nonnan  l«inK-buw.  m  being  drh  *n  in  the  breaiit,  not  la 
liio  L'lir,  more  lui>«ely  utmiii.  and  Uio  am  w  liHving  a  lieavy  irua 
licad  :  Kli(iin'thi>r,  lu  fhort.  a  Wu  rffbrtiv  weaiMin.  It  ap|ie«n 
from  th4>  roilowing  anrnMiofe,  that  there  v^-u*  a  diAiivnoe  be- 
tWM*n  the  Wririh  airowi  and  thoM  of  Iho  »  ngliih. 

In  lius.  Heiirr  lli«  11..  aiarfhinf  into  Powy«-L«nd  to  rjiaadfli 
Mervdyth  ap  lllellij-ii  ami  corlnm  lebelH,  in  pu  wnt  a  dt- Ale  waa 
•truck  I17  an  arn»w  on  tlie  brenat.  Reiwllfd  l  f  flM  exreilenM 
of  hif  breaii||ilaie,  the  ^liafl  fl*ll  tu  ttte  rnnmd.  Wlwn  the  KiDf 
fHt  tlM  blow  and  kaw  Ihu  ahon.  Im  iwore  hi*  u«uol  oath,  by 
the  death  of  our  Lord,  that  the  arrow  Gdnio  not  rmm  a  WwUh. 
but  an  KniliJi  bow ;  nid,  intlurncml  by  thi*  bell  f,  hutilf  pH 
an  eud  lu  tlM  war. 


TALES  OF  THE  CRUSADERS. 


[Chap.  YJJl 


These  detachments  rushed  with  incredible  fury  to- 
wnnis  xhv  point  of  attnck,  deRpite  a  nio8t  obstinate 
defence,  ana  the  creat  lo?s  which  they  sustained  by 
misfiles  of  every  kind,  and  continued  the  aftf^aulr  for 
nearly  an  hour^  supulii'd  by  reinforcements  which 
more  than  recruited  their  dim inisht^  numbers.  When 
they  were  at  last  compelled  to  retreat,  they  seemed 
to  adopt  a  new  and  yet  more  harassins;  species  of 
attack.  A  large  body  assaulted  one  exposed  point  of 
the  f»rtrcss  with  such  fury  as  to  draw  (hilher  as 
many  of  the  besieged  as  could  possibly  be  spared 
from  other  defended  posts,  and  when  there  appeared 
a  iK)int  less  strongly  nisnnefl  than  was  adequate  to 
defence,  that,  in  its  turn,  was  furiously  assailed  by  a 
separate  body  of  the  enemy. 

Thus  the  defenders  of  the  Garde  Doloureuse  re- 
sembled tlu!  embarrassed  traveller,  engaged  in  repol- 
huK  a  swarm  of  hornets,  which,  while  he  brushes 
them  from  one  part,  fix  in  swarms  upon  another,  and 
drive  him  to  despair  by  their  numbers,  and  the  boldness 
and  multiplicity  of  their  attacks.  The  postern  being 
of  course  a  principal  point  of  attack^  Father  Aldro- 
vand,  whose  anxiety  would  not  pernut  him  to  be  ab- 
sent from  the  walls,  and  who,  indeed,  where  decency 
would  permit,  took  an  (Kcasional  share  in  the  active 
defenci?  of  the  place,  halted  thither,  as  the  point 
chietly  in  danger. 

Here  he  found  the  Fleming,  like  a  second  Ajax,  ; 
ciim  with  dust  and  blood,  working  with  his  own  : 
bands  the  great  engine  which  he  had  Istek  helped  '■ 
to  erect,  and  at  the  same  lime  giving  heedful  eye  to  '■ 
all  the  exigencies  around.  I 

"How  tninkest  thou  of  this  day's  work?"  said  the  • 
monk  in  a  whisper.  I 

"What  skills  It  talking  of  it,  father  T*  replied  Flam- ! 
mock ;  *'  thou  an  no  soldier,  and  I  have  no  time  for 
words," 

"  Nay,  take  thy  breath,"  said  the  monk,  tucking  up 
the  slei;ves  of  his  frock;  "I  will  try  to  help  thee  the 
while*— although.  Our  Lady  pity  me,  1  know  nothing 
of  these  strange  devices— not  even  the  names.  But 
our  rule  commarids  us  to  labour ;  the*-e  can  be  no 
harm,  therefore,  in  turning  this  wmch— or  in  placJuff 
this  steel-headed  piece  of  wood  opposite  to  the  cord.' 
(suiting  his  action  to  his  words,)  ''nor  see  I  augbt 
nneanonical  in  adjusting  the  lever  thus,  or  in  touch- 
ing the  spring." 

The  large  bolt  whizzed  through  the  air  as  he  spoke, 
and  was  so  successfully  aimed,  that  it  struck  down 
a  Welsh  chief  of  eminence,  to  whom  Gwenwyn 
himself  was  in  the  act  of  giving  some  iiuportant 
char^. 

"Well  driven,  trebw^et—wdl  flouTi,  miarrelf* 
cried  the  monk,  unable  to  contain  his  delight,  and 
fdving,  in  his  triumph,  the  tnie  technical  names  to 
the  engine,  and  the  javelin  which  it  dischar^fed. 

"And  well  aimed,  monk,"  added  Wilkin  Flam- 
mock;  "I  think  thou  knowest  more  than  is  in  thy 
breviary." 

"Care  not  thou  for  that,"  saki  the  father;  "and 
now  that  thou  secst  1  can  work  an  engine,  and  that 
the  Welsh  knaves  seem  siimething  low  in  stomacli, 
what  think' St  thou  of  our  estate  ?" 

"Well  enough— for  a  bad  one— if  we  mny  hope  for 
speedy  succour;  but  men's  bodies  are  of  flesh,  not  of 
iron,  and  we  may  be  at  last  woaried  out  by  numbers. 
Only  one  soldier  to  four  yards  of  wall,  is  a  fearful 
odd^i  and  the  villains  are  aware  of  it,  and  keep  lu  to 
sharp  work." 

The  renewal  of  the  assault  hero  broke  ufl'  their 
conversation,  nor  did  the  active  enemv  permit  them 
to  enjoy  much  re'X)se  until  simset:  for,  alarming 
them  with  re{)eatbd  menaces  of  attack  upon  difTercnt 
points,  besides  making  two  or  three  formidable  and 
furious  assaults,  they  left  them  scarce  time  to  breathe, 
or  to  take  a  moment's  refreshment.  Yet  the  Welsh 
paid  a  severe  pnce  lor  their  temerity :  for  while  no- 
thing could  excvcxl  the  bravery  with  which  their  men 
repeattxlly  advanced  to  the  attack,  tnose  which  were 
made  latest  in  the  day  had  less  of^  aniiiiutetl  despera- 
tion than  thdr  first  onset:  and  it  is  probable,  that  the 
tense  of  having  sustained  gri*at  lotis^  and  apprehen- 
«on  of  its  efVects  on  the  spirits  of  his  people,  made 
u(ffiitfnJf,  and  the  interruption  of  the  contest,  as  ac- 


ceptable lo  Gwcnwyn  m  to  tbe  exhausted  ganiaoftol 
the  Garde  Doloureuse. 

But  in  the  camp  or  leaguer  of  tbe  Welsh  there  mi 
glee  and  triuiiiph,  for  the  loss  of  the  past  day  mi 
forgotten  in  recollections  of  the  signal  victor)'  which 
had  precedtxl  this  siege :  and  the  dispirited  garrim 
could  hear  from  their  walla  the  laugh  and  tlie  toBi 
the  sound  of  harping  and  gayety,  which  tnuinphS 
by  anticipation  over  their  surrender. 

The  sun  was  for  some  time  sunk,  the  twiUb 
deepened,  and  night  closed  with  a  blue  and  <-k)udM 
sky,  in  which  the  thousand  spangles  that  decklbi 
firmament  received  double  brilliancy  from  some  sli||bl 
touch  of  frost,  although  the  paler  planet,  thLir  ■» 
tress,  was  but  in  her  first  quarter.  The  necessiiiaicl 
the  garrison  were  consklerably  ajgsravated  bv  thaid 
keepmg  a  very  strong  and  watclmil  guard,  ill  acoofd* 
ing  with  the  weakness  of  their  nuniben,  at  a  tin 
which  appeared  favourable  to  any  sudden  noctoad 
alarm ;  and,  so  urgent  was  this  duty,  that  those  whi 
had  been  more  slightly  wounded  on  tlie  preoHfap 
day,  were  obli^(.*d  to  talce  their  share  in  it,  notwub' 
srsnding  their  liurts.  The  monk  and  Fleming  wk 
now  peilt.'cily  understood  each  other,  wen:  in  etm 
pany  around  the  walls  at  midnight,  exhortirig  ihi 
warders  to  be  watchful,  and  examining  with  tha 
own  eyes  the  state  of  the  fortress.  It  was  in  dM 
course  of  these  rounds,  and  as  they  were  asccodiii 
an  elevali-d  platform  by  a  range  of  narrow  and  uneta 
steps,  something  galling  to  the  monk's  tread,  Ai 
they  perceived  on  the  summit  to  which  tliey  wertK 
cending,  instead  of  the  black  corslet  of  the  Fktari 
sentinel  who  had  been  placed  there,  two  white  IbrHi 
the  aftpearance  of  which  struck  AVilkin  Flaininod 
with  more  dismay  than  he  had  shown  during  anyi 
the  doubtful  events  of  the  preceding  dav's  fignt 

"Father,"  he  said,  "  betake  yourself^  to  your  Mflli 
—es  »piir/;/— there  are  hobguldins  liere !"  ^ 

The  good  father  had  not  learned,  as  a  priest,  todii 
the  spiritual  host,  whom,  as  a  soldier,  he  had  dreaU 
more  than  any  mortal  enemy ;  but  he  began  tonal^ 
with  chattering  teeth,  the  exoreism  of  the  cbiad^ 
"  Conjuro  ros  omneSf  spiriiut  malignly  magnLttfit 
parri,"— when  he  was  interrupted  by  the  voiosrf 
Eveline,  who  called  out,  "  Is  it  you,  Father  Ald^ 
vand?" 

Much  lightened  at  heart  by  finding  they  had  ■ 
ghost  to  deal  with,  Wilkin  Flamiuork  and  theoii^ 
advanced  hastily  to  the  platform,  where  tlieyuMB 
the  lady  with  her  faithful  Rose,  the  foniwr'wilkl 
half-pike  in  her  hand,  like  a  sentinel  on  duty. 

"How  is  this,  daughter?"  said  the  monk;  "kov 
came  you  here,  and  thus  armed  ?  and  where  it  th 
sentinel,— the  lazy  Flemish  hound,  that  shouU  bw 
kept  the  post  7" 

''  May  he  not  l»e  a  lazy  hound,  yet  not  a  Fleoak 
one,  father?"  said  Roscl  who  was  ever  awakeaedbf 
any  thing  which  seemed  a  refleciHm  upcn  hf^r  ooin- 
try ;  "  niethinks  1  have  heard  of  such  curs  of  Kogbi 
breed." 

"  Go  to.  Rose,  you  are  too  malapert  for  a  jotBfi 
makien,"  said  her  father.  "Once  more,  when  s 
Peterkin  Vorst,  who  should  have  kept  thi.*  post  T 

"I^t  him  not  be  blamed  for  my  fault,**  saidEw- 
line^  point  ing  to  a  place  where  the  Flemish  seDCsd 
lay  in  the  shade  of  the  battlciiy;nt  fast  asleef>~*'Hi 
was  overcome  with  toil— had  fought  hard  ilireiuji  ihi 
day,  and  when  I  saw  him  asleep  as  I  came  nitbn; 
like  a  wandering  8{)irit  that  cannot  take  slumberoi 
repose,  I  would  not  disturb  the  rest  which  I  eniiei 
As  he  had  fought  for  me,  I  inigiit,  I  thunght,  wtxA 
an  hour  for  him ;  so  I  took  his  weai>on  with  thepv- 
posc  of  remaining  here  till  some  one  should  oooie  lo 
relieve  him." 

"  I  will  relieve  the  schelm,  with  a  vengeance  f  ■■ 
Wilkin  Flammi>ck,  and  saluted  the  slumbering  ni 
prostrate  warder  with  two  kirks,  which  inariclii 
corslet  cIuttiT.  The  man  started  to  his  fix*!  is  od 
small  alarm,  which  he  Himld  have  communicated  u 
the  next  sentinels  and  to  the  whole  garris-.in.  hyOT 
ing  out  that  the  Welsh  were  upiHi  the  waJl&  had  M 
the  monk  covered  his  broad  mouth  with  his  handjoil 
as  the  roar  was  issuing  forth.—"  Peace,  and  get  wt 
down  to  the  under  bavley,"  said  he;— "tlwudeNncil 
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th,  hy  all  the  policies  ofwar— biit,li>ok  yc,  variet, 
;  see  who  Ims  saved  your  worthless  neck,  by 
tchin?  while  you  were  dfi^aming  of  8wine*g  flesii 

I  beer-pot«." 

lie  Fleming,  although  as  yet  but  half  awake,  was 
Kciently  cijnscious  of  his  siuiniion,  to  sn^ak  oH'. 
bout  reply,  after  two  or  three  awkward  rongeefl, 
irell  to  Eveline  as  to  tliosc  by  whom  his  repose  had 

II  so  unceremoniously  interrupted. 

'He  deserves  to  be  tied  neck  and  heel,  the  hounds- 
t,"  said  Wilkin.  "But  what  would  you  have, 
jl    My  coiinirj'men  CKunot  live  without  rest  or 

fK,"  So  saying,  he  gave  a  yawn  so  wide,  as  if  he 
proposed  to  swallow  one  of  the  turrets  at  an  an- 
of  ine  platform  on  which  he  stood,  as  if  it  had 
iTKamished  a  Christmas  pasty. 
"Tnie,  good  Wilkin,*'  said  Eveline;  "and  do  you 
Mcfore,  take  some  rest,  and  trust  to  my  watchful- 
H,  at  least  till  the  guards  are  relieved.  I  cannot 
Cpif  I  would,  and  ]  would  not  if  I  could." 
"Thanks,  lady,"  said  Flam  mock ;  "and  in  truth, 
this  is  a  cenincal  place,  and  the  rounds  nnist  pass 
an  hour  at  farthest,  I  will  e'en  close  my  eyes  for 
eh  a  spare,  for  the  lidsfw  I  as  heavy  as  floodjrates." 
"Q,  father,  father!"'  exelaiiiUHi  Kose,  alive;  to  her 
se^s  iincerenKinious  neulect  of  decorum— "  think 
hen  you  are,  and  in  whoso  presence !" 
**Af,  av,  good  Flammock,"  said  the  monk,  "re- 
onher  the  presence  of  a  noble  Norman  ninidcn  is 
>piaoe  for  folding  of  cloaks  and  donning  of  night- 

Let  him  alone^  father,"  said  Eveline,  who  in  an- 
wr  moment  niight  have  smiled  at  the  readiness 
ith  which  Wilkin  Flam  mock  folded  himself  in  his 
VB  cloak,  extended  his  substantial  form  on  the 
lone  bencn,  and  gave  the  most  decided  tokens  of 
Mfiiund  repose,  long  ere  the  monk  had  done  6|)cak- 
l|,— "Fonns  and  fashions  of  n-spect,"  she  conti- 
IkI,  "are  for  times  of  ease  and  nicety  ;--when  in 

yrr^  the  soldier's  bedchamlK-r  is  wherever  he  can 
le:8ure  for  an  hour's  sleep— his  eating-hall, 
herever  he  can  obtain  food.  Sit  thou  down  by  Rose 
NJ  mc,  good  father,  and  tell  us  of  some  holy  lesson 
lueh  may  pass  away  these  hours  of  weanuess  and 
lunity.*' 

T)te  raihcT  obeyed;  but  however  willing  to  aflord 
Bsolation^  his  ingenuity  and  thiH)lo«ricHl  skill  sug- 
Med  noihmg  better  than  a  recitation  of  the  j>eniteh- 
vy  paalnis,  in  which  task  he  continutrd  unidfatigtie 
came  too  powerful  for  him  also,  when  he  cx)muiit- 
1  thv  same  breach  of  deconnu  for  which  he  had 
braided  W^ilkin  Flanimock,  and  fell  fast  asleep  in 
a  midst  of  liis  devotions. 


CHAPTER  IX. 

"O  niflit  of  Mro,"  ihn  utd  ami  wept, 

"  O  niff lit  foretxidinr  Mirrow  I 
O  nif  ht  iir  wo,"  hImi  ptaid  and  wept. 

"  Uutmoie  1  dread  tlio  inorrow  !'* 

ti!K  Gilbert  Erxior. 

Tbb  fatigue  which  had  exhausted  Flanimock  and 
le  monk,  was  unfelt  by  the  two  anxious  maidens, 
■bo  nniiained  with  their  eyes  beut,  now  u|Kin  the 
im  hrndscaoe.  now  on  the  stars  bv  which  it  was 
lulled,  as  il  they  could  have  re^id  tneR^  the  events 
uieh  the  morrow  was  to  Utuva  forth.  It  was  a  pla- 
id and  melaiinholy  ocne.  Tree  and  field,  and  hill 
■d  plain,  lay  before  them  in  doubtful  li^ht,  while,  at 
mrer  dizitantTe,  their  eye  could  with  (iiilioully  trace 
Be  or  two  places  where  the  river,  liiiidtu  in  general 
y  banks  and  tn.'es,  spread  itt*  more  expanded  bosom 
Bihe  stars,  and  the'  pale  crcsctriit.  All  was  still,  ex- 
qxiog  the  solcriin  rush  of  the  waters,  and  now  and 
bin  inc  aiirill  tinkle  of  a  hnn^  whieli,  h|  an  from 
Mre  than  a  mile's  di.stance  t)irout;h  the  midnighi  si- 
Vee,  announced  that  s<jmr.  of  the  Welshmen  still 
roiracted  their  most  beKivM  amusiim-nt.  The  wild 
Htffl.  partially  heard,  set^nuni  like  the  voice  of  some 
Isfing  spirit;  and,  connected  as  they  were  with  ideas 
'fitrceund  unr*.lirntinghosiiliiy,  thrillul  on  FA'elim.'s 
r,  as  if  prophetic  of  war  and  wo,  captivity  and  death. 
le  only  other  si>unds  which  diiturlN>tl  the  extreme 
Uut'ss  of  tbc  nii^u,  were  liie  occasional  ^up  of  a 


sentinel  upon  his  post,  or  the  hooting  of  the  owls, 
which  seemed  to  wail  the  aj'oroaching  downfall  of 
the  moonlight  turret!*,  in  which  they  had  established 
their  ancient  habitations. 

The  calnmess  of  all  around  seemed  to  press  like  a 
weight  on  the  bosom  of  the  unhappy  Eveline,  ana 
brought  to  her  mind  a  deeper  st^nse  ot  present  grier. 
and  keener  apprehension  of  future  horrors,  than  had 
reigned  there  during  the  bustle,  blood,  and  contusion 
of  the  precinling  day.  She  rose  up— she  sat  down — 
she  moved  to  ai:d  fro  on  the  platform— she  remained 
fixed  like  a  statue  to  a  single  spot,  as  if  she  were  tr>- 
in^  by  variety  of  posture  to  divert  her  internal  sense 
of  fear  and  sorrow. 

At  length,  looking  at  the  monk  and  the  Fleming  as 
they  slept  soundly  under  the  shade  of  the  battlement, 
she  could  no  longer  forbear  breaking  silence.  "  Men 
are  happy,"  she  said,  "my  beloved  Rose;  their  anxious 
thougnta  arc  either  diverted  by  toilsome  exertion,  or 
drowned  in  the  in!»en»«ibility  which  follows  it.  They 
may  encounter  wounds  and  death,  but  it  is  wo  who 
feel  in  the  i^'irit  a  more  kivn  anguish  than  the  body 
knows,  and  in  the  gnawing  sense  of  present  ill  and 
fear  of  future  miserj',  sutter  a  living  death,  more  cruel 
than  that  which  ends  our  woi^s  at  once." 

"Do  not  bo  thus  downcast,  my  noble  lady^"  said 
Rose ;  "be?  rather  what  you  were  yesterday,  caring  for 
the  wounded,  for  the  aged,  for  every  one  but  yourself— 
expofsingeven  your  dear  life  among  the  showers  of  the 
W(>l8h  arrows,  when  doing  so  could  pive  courage  to 
others;  while  I— shame  on  nie — could  but  tremble, 
sob,  and  weep>  und  neiwiinl  all  the  little  wit  I  have  to 
prevent  my  shouting  with  the  wild  crie^of  the  Welsh, 
or  MTcaming  and  groaning  with  those  of  our  friends 
who  fell  around  me." 

"Alas!  Row,"  answered  her  mistress,  "you  may 
at  pleasure  indulge  your  fears  to  the  verge  of  distrac- 
tion itself— you  have  a  father  to  figlit  and  watch  for 
\ou.  Mine — my  kind,  noble,  and  honoured  parent, 
lies  dead  on  yonder  field,  ana  all  which  remains  for 
me  is  to  act  as  may  best  become  his  memor>'.  But, 
this  moment  is  at  least  mine,  to  think  upon  and  to 
moiim  for  him." 

So  saying,  and  overpowered  by  the  long-repressed 
burst  of  filial  soriow,  ahe  sunk  down  on  the  banquette 
which  ran  along  the  inside  of  the  embattled  parapet 
of  the  platform,  and  murmuring  to  herself.  He  is 
gone  for  ever !"  abandoned  herself  to  the  extremity  of 
grief.  One  hand  srras{)ed  unconsciously  the  weapon 
which  she  held,  and  servL'd,  at  the  same  timet  to  prop 
her  forehead,  while  the  tears,  by  which  she  was  now 
for  the  first  time  relieved,  flowed  in  torrents  from  her 
eyes,  and  her  sobs  seemed  so  convulsive,  that  Rose 
almost  feared  her  heart  was  bursting.  Her  afTcction 
and  sympathy  dictatetl  at  once  the  kindest  course 
which  Eveline's  condition  permitted.  Without  at- 
tempting to  control  the  torrent  of  grief  in  its  full  cur- 
rent, she  gently  sal  her  down  beside  the  mourner,  and 
pos!*es5ing  hi^rself  of  the  hand  which  had  sunk  mo- 
tionless by  her  side,  she  alternately  pressed  it  to  her 
lips,  her  bosom,  and  her  bniw— now  coverwl  it  with 
kisses,  now  be-lewed  it  with  tears,  and  amid  these 
tokens  of  the  most  devuted  and  humble  sympathy, 
waited  a  more  composed  moment  to  offer  htir  littlo 
stock  of  c(msolation  in  inch  deep  silence  and  stillness, 
that,  as  the  pale  light  fell  upon  the  two  beautiful  young 
women,  it  seemc^l  rather  to  show  a  group  of  statuary, 
the  work  of  some  eminent  s^^ulptor,  than  beings  whose 
eyrs  stilj  wept,  ami  who>*e  hearts  still  throbbed.  At 
a  little  diHini)c^>,  the  gleaming  corslet  of  the  Fleming, 
and  the  dark  garments  of  FaliuT  Aldrovand,  as  they 
lay  )>n>strate  on  the  Rione  steps,  might  represent  the 
biidufH  of  those  for  whom  the  principal  figures  were 
mourning. 

-iVfier  a  deep  asony  of  many  minutes,  it  seemed  thai 
the  sorrows  of  Eveline  were  assuming  a  more  ctiin- 
|)OBed  character ;  her  convidsive  sobs  w(tc  changed 
for  loni:,  low,  profound  sighs,  and  the  course  of  her 
tears,  though  they  atill  flowed,  was  milder  and  less 
violent.  Ht-r  kin<i  attenJitnt,  availing  liersi>lf  of  these 
m-ntbr  symptoms,  tried  softly  to  win  the  spoar  from 
her  l.i'iy  s  grasp.  "  I^^t  me  be  sentinel  for  a  while,'' 
she  said,  "  my  swi.>et  lady— I  will  at  least  scream 
louder  than  you  if  auy  dangia  «^vM.«vv^<i^^*  ^W 
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ventured  to  kicm  her  cheek,  and  throw  her  arrnt  around 
Eveline's  neck  while  she  spoke ;  hut  a  mute  can«s, 
which  expressed  her  sense  of  the  faithful  girl's  kind 
intentions  to  minister  if  possible  to  her  npose,  was 
the  only  answer  returned.  They  remained  for  many 
minutes  silent  and  in  the  same  posture,— Eveline,  like 
an  upright  and  slender  poplar,— Rose,  who  encircled 
her  lady  in  her  arms,  like  the  woodbine  which  twines 
around  it. 

At  length  Rose  suddenly  felt  her  young  mistress 
shiver  inner  embrace,  and  that  Eveline's  hand  grasp- 
ed her  arm  rigidly  as  slie  whisperud,  "  Do  you  hear 
nothing  T' 

"  No— nothing  but  the  booting  of  the  owl,'*  answer- 
ed Rose,  timorously. 

"I  heard  a  distant  sound,"  said  Eveline,— "I 
thought  I  heard  it— hark,  it  comes  again !— Look  from 
the  battlements,  Rose,  while  I  awaken  the  priest  and 
thy  father." 

J*  Dearest  lady,"  said  Rose,  "  I  dare  not- What  can 
this  sound  be  that  is  heard  by  one  only  7— Vou  are  de- 
Mived  by  the  rush  of  the  river." 

"I  would  not  ulanu  the  casUe  unnecesmrily,"  said 
Eveline,  pausing,  ''or  even  break  vour  father's  nt^ful 
•lumbers,  by  a  fancy  of  mine— But  hark— hark  !— I 
hear  it  again— distinct  amidst  the  intermitting  sound 
of  the  rushing  watei^-a  low  tremulous  sound,  mingled 
Mnth  a  tinkling  like  smiths  or  armourers  at  work  upon 
their  anvils." 

Rose  had  by  this  time  sprung  up  on  the  banquette, 
and  flinging  back  her  rich  tresses  of  fair  hair,  had  ap- 
plied her  hand  behind  her  ear  to  collect  the  distant 
Bound.  "I  hear  it,"  she  cried,  "and  it  increases- 
Awake  them,  for  Heaven's  sake,  and  without  a  mo> 
ment's  delay !" 

Eveline  accordingly  stirred  the  slccpera  with  the 
reversed  end  of  the  lanoe,  and  as  they  started  to  their 
feet  in  haste,  she  whiroered,  in  a  hasty  but  cautious 
voice,  "To  arms— the  Welsh  are  upon  us!" 

"What-where?"  said  WUkin  Flammock,  "where 
be  they?" 

"Listen,  and  yon  will  hoar  them  arming,"  she  re- 
plied. 

"The  noise  is  but  in  thine  own  fancy,  lady,"  said 
the  Fleming,  whose  organs  wero  of  the  same  heavv 
character  with  his  form  and  his  disposition.  "I 
would  I  had  not  gone  to  sleep  at  all,  since  I  was  to  be 
awakened  so  soon." 

"  Nay,  but  listen,  good  Flnmmock— the  sound  of 
armour  comes  from  the  north-east." 

"The  Welsh  lie  not  in  that  quarter,  Indv,"  said 
Wilkin,  "  and,  besides,  thev  wear  no  armour." 

"I  hear  it— I  hear  it  t"  siiid  Father  Aldrovand,  who 
had  bfen  listenim;  for  some  time.  "All  praise  to  St. 
Benedict !— Our  Lady  of  the  Garde  Doloureuse  has 
been  gracious  to  her  servants  as  ever!— It  is  the 
tramp  of  horse— it  is  the  clash  of  armour— the  chiv- 
alry of  the  Marches  are  coming  to  our  relief- Kyrie 
Eleison !" 

"I  hear  something  too,"  said  Flammock,—"  some- 
thing like  the  hollow  sound  of  the  great  sea,  when  it 
burst  into  my  neighbour  Klinkerinan's  warehouse, 
and  rolU-d  his  pots  and  pans  against  each  other.  Rut 
it  wea>  an  evil  inisnake.  father,  to  lake  foes  for  friends 
—we  were  best  rouse  the  people." 

"Tush  I"  said  the  priest,  ''talk  to  me  of  pots  and 
kettles  7— Was  I  squire  of  the  l)ody  to  Count  Stephen 
Mauleverer  for  twr^ity  years,  and  do  I  not  know  the 
tramp  of  a  war-horse,  or  the  clash  of  a  mail-coat  7— 
But  call  the  mm  to  the  walls  at  any  rate,  and  have 
me  the  best  drawn  up  in  the  basecouri— wo  may  help 
them  by  a  sally." 

"That  will  not  1h»  rashly  undertaken  with  my  con- 
sent," mumiunrd  the  Fleming ;  "  but  to  the  wall  if 
you  will,  and  in  good  time.  But  keep  your  Nonnans 
and  English  silent.  Sir  Priest^  else  their  unruK  and 
noisy  ioy  will  awaken  the  Welsh  eamp,  and  prepare 
them  for  their  unwelcome  visiters." 

Tlie  monk  laid  his  fin»T  on  his  lip  in  sign  of  in- 
telligence, and  they  parted  in  opposite  dirvctiuus,  each 
to  rouse  the  defenders  of  the  castle,  who  were  soim 
lieard  drawing  from  all  quarters  to  their  posts  upon 
the  walls,  with  hearts  in  a  very  different  mood  from 
tint  in  irfaich  thegr  bad  deteeoded  from  tbem.   The 


I  utmost  caution  being  used  Co  prevent  i,.._ 
:  ning  of  the  walls  was  accom(4ished  in  __ 
I  the  garrisun  awaited  in  breathless  eapeci 
i^iircesit  of  the  forces  who  were  rapidly  adv 
I  their  relief. 

I  The  character  of  the  sonnd^  which  m 
awakened  the  sifence  of  this  eventful  ni|^t 
.  longer  be  mistaken.  They  were  distinguiafa 
.  the  rushing  of  a  mighty  nver,  w  from  tiw  ; 
;  sotind  of  distant  thunder,  by  the  sharp  t 
notes  which  the  dashing  of  tne  riders^  aim 
with  the  deep  bass  uf  the  horses'  rapid  trea 
the  long  cimtniuance  of  the  sounds,  their 
and  the  extent  of  horizon  from  which  the 
to  come,  all  in  the  castle  were  satisfied  thi 
proaching  relief  consisted  of  several  va 
bodies  of  horse.*  At  tmce  this  mighty  sour 
as  if  the  earth  on  which  they  trode  had 
voured  the  armed  squadrons,  or  had  heGome 
of  resounding  to  their  tramp.  The  defend 
Garde  Dobureuse  concluded  that  their  fii 
made  a  f^udden  halt  to  give  their  honiea  b 
amine  the  leaguer  of  the  em'iny,  and  settk 
of  the  auack  upon  them.  The  pause,  hoi 
but  mumentary. 

The  Britinh,  so  alert  at  surprising  their 
were  themst'lves,  on  many  occasionsi  liah 
prise.  Tlieir  men  were  uiiaisciplined,  and  • 
negligent  of  the  patient  duties  of  the  senii 
besides,  their  foragers  and  tlying  parties,  wfa 
the  country  during  the  prooeding  day,  htu 
back  tidings  which  had  lulled  them  into  fata 
Their  camp  had  been  therefore  carelessly  gua 
confident  in  the  smallness  of  the  garrison, 
altogether  neglected  the  important  mihtar 
establishing  patrols  and  outpiists  at  a  propel 
from  their  main  body.  Thu.<t  the  cavalry  of 
Marchers,  nutwith^tandinK  the  noise  whicl 

Eanied  their  advance,  had  approoehcd  ver] 
tritiflh  camp,  without  exciting  the  least  ala 
while  they  wen;  arranging  their  forces  into 
columns,  m  onler  to  cunimencc  the  assau 
and  increafiin:;  clamour  among  the  Welsh  ai 
that  they  were  at  length  aware  of  their  dan| 
shrill  and  His«cordant  crii-s  by  which  theyenc 
to  assemble  their  men.  each  under  the  banr 
rhief^  resounded  from  tncir  leaguer.  But  thea 
shouts  were  soon  converted  intoscn.>ams,  and 
of  horror  and  dismay,  when  the  thundering 
the  barbed  horses  and  hea\'ily-armed  cava] 
AnKlo-Nornians  8un)risud  their  undefended 

\  et  not  even  under  circumstances  ao  ad 
the  deRcendnnlsof  the  ancient  Britons  renou 
defence,  «)r  forfeit  thtir  old  hereditary  privik 
called  the  bravettt  of  mankind.  Their  crie 
ance  and  resistance  were  heard  resounding  i 
groans  of  the  wounded,  the  shouts  of  the  tri 
assailants,  and  the  universal  tumult  of  lY 
battle.  It  was  not  until  the  morning  light 
peep  forth,  that  the  slaughter  or  dispersion  o 
wyn's  foriTs  was  conipleiu,  and  that  the  "  ea 
voice  of  victory"  arose  in  uncontrolled  and  ui 
energy  of  exultation. 

Then  the  be8ci;;e<l,  if  they  could  be  still  ac 
looking  from  their  towers  over  the  oxDandec 
beneath  witnessed  nothing  but  one  wideyq^re 
of  desultory  flight  and  unrelaxird  pursuit.  ' 
Welsh  had  lieen  i>ennitt(Ki  to  enennip  in  fane 
rity  upon  the  hitlier  side  of  the  river,  now 
their  discomfiture  mon*  dreadfully  fatal.  Tl 
pass  by  which  they  could  cross  to  ihc  otlier 
soon  completely  choked  by  fugitives,  on  wh 
raged  the  swonis  of  the  victorious  Nonnans 
threw  thi'niselves  into  the  river,  4ipon  the  pi 
chanc(>  of  gaining  the  farther  side,  and.  exoe 
who  wero  uncoiiimonly  stron;^,  skilful,  anc 
perished  among  the  rockR  and  m  the  currenii 
more  fimunate,  escaped  by  fords,  with  wh 
had  accidentally  be«>n  made  ai^uainied;  n 
persed,  or,  in  small  bands,  f[ed  in  reckless  de 

*  Kvon  tlio  ^larp  and  nutty  rlaiif  miidff  bv  the  iroii 
of  modem  eu%iitry  rinf  ine  mniiiuit  Uie  steellipp'd  m 
Mtirrap,  IwtrarK  tlkPir  «p|>rfNirli  fniRi  a  dinUiKW.  Tb 
Uw  armour  of  kniirhti,  wuwd  C4^a-/k,  um\  liav«  t 
BBors  eaaiUr  dtsowiuble. 
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wutls  the  eistlc,  u  If  the  fortre;*,  which  had  best  them 
ofl*  wh«'n  victonouR,  coiiid  be  a  place  of  rpfiige  to  them 
io  their  present  lorlorn  condition ;  while  others. 
rMmed  wildly  over  the  ploin,  seekinK  only  pscnpe 
toin  immediate  and  instant  dan^jer,  without  knowing 
vhithcr  ihry  ran. 

The  Normanp,  mean  while,  divided  into  small  par- 
lataf  followed  and  slaughtered  them  at  pleasure; 
vhile,  as  a  rallying  point  for  the  victon*.  the  banner 
of  Hugo  de  Lacy  streamed  from  a  small  mount,  on 
which  Gwenwjn  had  lately  pitched  his  own,  and 
atrrounded  by  a  competent  force,  both  of  infantry  and 
ioraemcn,  wnicli  the  cxpcriencx'd  Baron  permittM  on 
m  account  to  wander  far  from  it 

The  nest,  as  we  have  already  said,  followed  the 
chase  with  shouts  of  exultation  and  of  vengeance, 
ringing  around  the  battlements,  which  rosoimdra  with 
thecni^  "Ha,  Saint  Edward!— Ha,  Saint  Dennis! 
— Stnke--«lay— no  cuarter  to  the  Welsh  wolves- 
think  on  Raymond  Borenger !" 

Thts  soldiers  on  the  walls  joined  in  these  vengeful 
■nd  victorious  clamours,  and  discharged  several 
riieavea  of  arrows  upon  such  fugitives,  as,  in  their 
extn-iuity  approached  too  near  the  castle.  They 
would  fain  have  sallied  to  give  more  active  assistance 
IB , Che  work  of  destruction;  but  the  communication 
bein^  now  open  with  theConstable  of  Chester's  forces, 
Kllkm  Flammock  considered  himself  and  the  garri- 
lan  to  be  under  the  orders  of  that  renowned  chief,  and 
idused  to  listen  to  the  eager  admonitions  of  Father 
Udrovand,  who  would,  notwithstanding  his  sncer- 
iotal  character,  have  willinglv  himself  taken  charge 
tf  ifae  sally  which  he  proposed. 

At  length,  the  scene  of  slaughter  seemed  at  an 
bmL  The  retreat  was  blown  on  many  a  bugle,  and 
bughts  halted  on  the  plain  to  collect  their  personal 
bwiwcra,  mustei  them  under  their  proper  pennon, 
md  then  march  them  slowly  back  to  the  great  stand- 
nd  of  their  leader,  around  which  the  main  body  were 
Igiin  to  be  assembled,  like  the  clouds  which  gather 
iround  the  evening  sim— a  fanciful  simile,  which 
Bii^t  yet  be  drawn  farther,  in  respect  of  the  level 
nys  of  strong  lund  light  which  shot  from  those  dark 
battaliooa,  as  the  beams  were  flung  back  from  their 
potisbod  aimour. 

Hie  plain  was  in  this  manner  soon  cleared  of  the 
horsemen,  and  remained  occupied  only  by  the  dead 
bodies  of  the  slaughtered  Welshmen.  The  bands 
who  bad  followed  tne  pursuit  to  a  greater  distance 
were  also  now  seen  returning,  driving  before  them,  or 
dngsing  afier  tliem^  dejected  and  unhappy  captives, 
to  wtmn  they  had  given  quarter  whun  theu:  thirst  of 
blood  was  satiated. 

It  wai  then  tliat,  desirous  to  attract  the  attention 
of  his  liberators,  Wilkin  Flammock  commanded  all 
Ihe  banners  of  the  castle  to  be  displayed,  imder  a 
■Boeral  shout  of  acclamation  from  those  who  had 
wufltki  under  them.  It  was  answered  by  a  universal 
ciy  of  joy  finom  De  Lacy's  army,  which  ruiiK  so  wide, 
ii  mi^t  even  yet  have  startled  such  of  the  Welsh 
fiwitivea,  as,  far  distant  from  this  disastrous  field 
Qtilight,  might  have  ventured  to  halt  for  a  moment's 

JPioently  after  this  greeting  had  been  exchanged, 
aiiagle  nder  advanced  from  the  Constable's  army 
lowaids  the  castle,  showing,  even  at  a  distance^  an 
■UMual  dexterity  of  horsemanship  and  grace  of 
deportment.  He  arrived  at  the  drawbridge,  which 
Wis  instantly  lowemi  to  admit  him,  whilst  Flam- 
Aock  and  tlie  monk  (fur  the  tatter,  as  far  as  he  could, 
iBBOciatod  himself  with  the  former  in  all  acts  of  au- 
thority) banteniid  to  receive  the  envoy  of  their  liberator. 
Tbsy  found  him  just  aliglitcd  from  the  raven-coloured 
hanot  which  was  slightly  fltn^kcd  with  blood  as  well 
IS  foam,  and  still  paiitod,  witli  the  exertions  of  the 
evenii^;  though,  answering  to  the  caressing  hand 
of  his  youthful  nder,  he  arched  his  neck,  shook  his 
Red  caparison,  and  snorted,  to  annoimce  his  una- 
bated nietiJe  and  unwrariod  love  of  combat.  The 
roung  man's  eagle  look  l)orc  the  same  token  of 
maimied  viepur,  mingled  with  the  signs  of  recent 
sxertion.  His  hcmUft  hanging  at  his  saddlc-buw, 
iiowed  a  gallant  countenance,  coloured  highly,  but 
lot  inAamed,  which  looked  out  from  a  ridi  prolusion 


of  short  chestnut  curls;  and  although  hia  armour 
was  of  a  massive  and  simple  form^  he  moved  under  it 
with  such  elasticity  and  oase,  that  it  seemed  a  grac^'ul 
attire,  not  a  burden  or  encumbrance.  A  furreu  mantle 
had  not  sat  on  him  with  more  easy  grace  than  the 
heavy  hauberk,  which  complied  with  every  gesture  of 
his  noble  form.  Yet  his  cotmtenance  was  so  juvenile^ 
that  only  the  down  on  the  upper  lip  announced  de- 
cisively the  approach  to  manhood.  The  females,  who 
thronged  into  the  court  to  see  the  first  envoy  of  their 
deliverers,  could  not  forbear  mixing  praises  of  his 
beauty  with  bkjssings  on  his  valour;  and  one  comely 
middlfNaged  dame,  in  particular,  distinguished  by 
the  tightness  with  which  her  scarlet  hose  sat  on  a 
well-snaped  leg  and  ankle,  and  by  the  cleanness  of 
her  coif,  pressed  close  up  to  the  young  squire,  and, 
more  forward  than  the  rest,  doubled  the  crimson 
hue  of  his  cheek,  by  crying  aloud,  that  Our  Lady 
of  the  Garde  Doloureuse  had  sent  them  news  of  their 
redemption  by  an  angel  from  the  sanctuary ;— a  speech 
which,  although  Father  Aldrovand  shook  his  liead, 
was  received  oy  her  companions  with  such  general 
acclamation,  as  greatly  embarrassed  the  young  man's 
modesty. 

"Peace,  all  of  ye!"  said  Wilkin  Flammock— "Know 
you  no  respects,  you  women,  or  have  you  never  seen 
a  young  gentlemen  before,  that  you  hang  on  him  like 
flies  on  .a  honeycomb?  Stand  back,  I  ny.  and  let 
us  hear  in  peace  what  are  the  commands  oftne  noble 
Lord  of  Lacy." 

"These."  saki  the  young  man,  "I  can  only  de- 
liver in  the  presence  of  the  right  noble  demoiselle, 
Eveline  Berenger,  if  I  may  be  thought  worthy  of  such 
honour." 

"That  thou  art,  noble  sir,"  said  the  same  ibrwaxti 
dame,  who  had  before  expressed  her  admiration  ao 
energetically;  "I  will  uphold  thee  worthy  of  her 
presence,  and  whatever  other  grace  a  lady  can  do 
thee." 

"Now  hold  thy  tongue,  with  a  wanion !"  said  the 
monk;  while  in  the  same  breath  the  Fleming  ex- 
claimed. "  Beware  the  cucking-stool,  Dame  Scant-o'- 
Grace  !'*  while  he  conducted  the  noble  youth  across 
the  court. 

"  Let  my  eood  horse  be  cared  for."  sakl  the  cavalier, 
as  he  put  the  bridle  into  the  hand  of  a  menial;,  and 
in  doing  so  got  rid  of  some  part  of  his  female  retinue, 
who  begun  to  pat  and  praise  the  steed  as  much  as 
they  had  done  the  rider ;  and  some,  in  the  enthusiasm 
of  their  joy,  hardly  abstained  from  kissing  the  stirrupa 
and  horse  furniture. 

But  Dame  Gillian  was  not  so  easily  diverted  from 
her  own  point  as  were  some  of  her  companions.  She 
continued  to  repeat  the  word  rurAnti/g'-Atoo/,  till  the 
Fleming  was  out  of  hearing,  and  then  became  more 
specific  in  her  objurgation.— "  And  why  cucking- 
stool,  I  pray,  Sir  Wilkin  Butterfirkin  7  Voii  are  the 
man  would  stop  an  English  mouth  with  a  Flemish 
damask  napkin,  I  trow !  ATarry  quep,  my  cousin  the 
weaver!  And  why  the  cucking-stool,  I  pray?— be- 
cause my  young  lady  is  comely,  and  the  young  squire 
is  a  man  of  mettle,  reverence  to  his  beard  that  is  to 
come  yet !  Have  we  not  eyes  to  see,  tmd  have  we 
not  a  mouth  and  a  tongiie? 

"  In  troth.  Dame  Gillian,  they  do  you  wrong  who 
doubt  it,"  said  Eveline's  nurse,  who  stood  by;  "but 
I  prithee,  keep  it  shut  now,  were  it  but  for  woman- 
hood." 

"  How  ilow,  mannerly  Mrs.  Margery  1"  replied  the 
incorrigible  Gillian ;  "  is  your  heart  so  high,  because 
you  dandled  our  young  lady  on  your  knee  fifltoen 
years  since?— Let  me  tell  )'ou,the  cat  will  find  its 
way  to  the  cream,  though  it  was  brought  up  on  an 
abm^s  lap." 

"Home,  housewife— home !"  exclaimed  her  hus- 
band, the  old  huntsman,  who  was  weary  of  this  pub- 
lic exhibition  of  his  domestic  termagant—"  home,  or 
I  will  give  you  a  taste  of  my  dog-Icosh- Here  are 
both  the  confessor  and  Wilkin  Flammock  wondering 
at^your  impudence." 

'*  Indeed !"  replied  Gillian ;  "  and  are  not  two  fools 
enough  for  wonderment,  that  you  must  come  with 
your  grave  pate  to  make  up  the  number  three  7" 
There  was  a  general  laugh  at  the  huntsman's  ex- 
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pense,  under  eorer  of  which  he  prudently  witlidrew 
his  spouse,  without  attempting  to  continues  the  war 
of  tonj^fs,  in  which  she  hud  shown  such  a  decid&d 

This  cuntnivrmy,  so  light  is  the  change  in  human 
spirits,  csp«>cially  among  the  lower  class,  awakemxl 
bursts  of  idle  niu^th  among  beings,  who  had  so  lately 
been  in  the  jaws  of  danger,  if  not  of  absolute  despair. 


a  death  so  blood jr  I-One  qiiestipn  I  would  ask 
noblif  i»ir.    My  fat"     '  *     "  "* 

unable  to  proc(.<t<i. 


nobli?  fiir.    My  father's  remains"- 


She 


CHAPTER  X. 

Ttier  bora  him  hmntkeed  on  hit  bi«r, 

8ix  pmpor  jrouthN  and  tail, 
And  many  a  u*ar  t^'dvw'ii  hit  ffrave 

Within  yen  kirkjrard  wall. 

The  Frter  tf  Orders  Oruf. 

While  these  matters  took  place  in  the  castle-yard, 
the  young  squire,  Damian  Lacy,  obtained  the  amii- 
ence.  which  ne  had  n-Quested  of  Eveline  Berenger, 
who  rec«*ived  him  in  the  great  hall  of  the  castle, 
seated  beneath  the  dais,  or  canopy,  and  wait^  upon 
by  Rose,  and  other  female  attendants ;  of  whom  the 
first  alone  was  permitted  to  use  a  tabouret  or  small 
stool,  in  her  presence,  so  strict  were  the  Norman 
maidens  of  quality  in  maintaining  their  claims  to 
high  rank  and  observance. 

The  youth  was  introduced  by  the  confessor  and 
Flammock,  as  the  spiritual  character  of  the  one,  and 
the  trust  reposed  by  her  late  father  in  the  other,  au- 
thorized them  to  be  present  upon  the  occasion.  Eve- 
line naturally  blushed,  as  she  advanced  two  steps  to 
receive  the  handsome  youthful  envoy ;  and  her  bash- 
iiilness  seemed  infectious,  for  it  was  with  some  con- 
fusion that  Damian  went  through  the  ceremony  of 
saluting  the  hand  which  she  extended  towards  nim 
in  token  of  welcome.  Eveline  was  under  the  neces- 
sity of  speaking  first. 

"We  advance  as  far  as  our  limits  will  permit  us," 
she  said,  "  to  greet  with  our  thanks  the  messenger 
who  brings  us  tidings  of  safety.  We  speak— unless 
we  err— to  the  noble  Damian  of  Lacy  ?" 

"To  the  humblest  of  your  servants,"  answered 
Damian,  falling  with  some  difAculty  into  the  tone  of 
courtesy  which  his  errand  and  character  required, 
"  who  approaches  you  on  behalf  of  his  noble  uncle, 
Hugo  de  Lacy,  Constable  of  Chester." 

"Will  not  our  noble  deliverer  in  person  honour  with 
his  presence  the  poor  dwelling  which  he  has  saved  ?" 

"My  noble  kinsman,"  answered  Damian,  "is  now 
God's  soldier,  and  bound  bv  a  vow  not  to  come  be- 
neath a  roof  untU  he  embarK  for  the  Holy  Land.  But 
by  my  voice  be  congratulates  you  on  the  defeat  of 
your  savage  enemies,  and  sends  you  these  tokens 
that  the  comrade  and  friend  of  your  noble  father 
hath  not  left  his  lamentable  death  many  hours  un- 
avenged." So  saving,  he  drew  forth  and  laid  before 
Evelme  the  gold  bracelets,  the  coronet,  and  the  eu- 
dorchawg,  or  chain  of  linked  gold,  whicli  had  distin- 
guished the  rank  of  the  Welsh  Prince.* 

"  Gwenwyn  hath  then  fallen  7"  said  Eveline,  a 
natural  shudder  combating  with  the  feelings  of  grati- 
fied vengeance,  as  slie  beheld  that  the  trophies  were 
•pecked  with  blood,—"  The  slayer  of  my  father  is  no 
more !" 

"  My  kinsman's  hince  transfixed  the  Briton  as  he 
endeavoured  to  rally  his  flying  people— he  died  erimly 
on  the  weapon  which  had  passed  more  than  a  fathom 
through  his  body,  and  exerted  his  last  strength  in  a 
furious  but  ineflectuai  blow  with  his  mace." 

"  Heaven  is  just,"  said  Eveline;  "may  his  sins  be 
forgiven  to  the  man  of  blood,  since  he  hath  fallen  by 

•  ErnoiicHAwa.  or  Oorj>  Chaiks  op  thb  Wiuh. — ^Theiw 
wera  Uie  diNtinfuiriiod  marki  of  rank  and  valour  antonv  the 
numeniUA  tribon  uf  CoUir  extrnrtion.  Manliua,  tha  Roman 
Champion,  ji^inod  the  nanne  of  Ton|iiatus,  or  he  of  tiie  rhaio, 
on  aniMMint  of  an  ornament  of  thi«  kind.  wno.  in  »iag\e  combat, 
from  a  riltaniic  Gaul.  Ancurio,  tlio  Wclaii  bard,  mentioM,  in 
his  iMiem  on  the  battle  of  Catierath,  that  no  len  Uian  three  hun- 
dred or  tho  RntlMli,  who  full  there,  liad  their  necks  wreathed 
with  llm  Eudorrlinwir.  Thin  aeeras  to  infer  that  the  cliain  was 
a  badce  of  distinction,  and  valour  porhapa,  liut  not  of  rofaltjr ; 
otherwise  iheru  would  Hcarce  have  been  so  many  kinfs  preaent 
fa  one  twtite.  This  cluiin  has  been  found  acoordinf  ly  in  Ire- 
land and  Wales,  and  •nmotimes,  thouirh  more  rarely,  in  Scot- 
land. Doubtless  it  was  of  too  pvceiooa  materials  not  to  be 
iMuallr  evovartfad  ioto  money  by  the  ensmy  into  whoaa  Imda 
flML 
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An  hour  will  place  them  at  your, disposal,  nxNl 
honoured  lady,"  replied  the  suuire,  in  tne  tune*of 
sympathy  which  the  som^ws  or  so  young  and  softir 
ail  orjihan  called  irresistibly  forth.  "  Such  pRfMn- 
tions  as  tiiiu'  admititd  were  making  even  wheo  I  ]A 
the  host,  to  trans|>ort  what  was  mortal  of  the  Dolib 
BiTenu;er  from  the  field  on  which  we  found  him.  i 
n  moiiuiiiciit  of  slain  which  his  own  sword  had  rr  __ 
My  kiiiiimairs  vow  will  not  allow  him  to  pass  fov 
iKirtcullis;  but,  with  your  permission,  I  will  repmni 
iiiin,  if  811C-I1  bf!  vour  pleasure,  at  these  honoured  obi^ 
quies,  having  charge  to  that  effect" 

"  My  brave  and  noble  father,"  said  EveUne,  makiii 
an  effort  to  restrain  her  tears,  "  will  be  best  munnM 
by  the  noble  and  the  brave.^'  She  would  have  cai> 
tiniuxi,  but  her  vuice  failed  her,  and  she  was  obU 
to  withrlraw  abruptly,  in  order  to  give  vent  to  w 
sorrow,  and  prepare  for  the  fumTarriies  with  tfk 
ceremony  as  circumstanctrs  should  permit  Damai 
bowed  to  the  departing  mourner  as  reverently  u  hi 
would  have  done  to  a  divinity,  and  takinjg  his  bam 
returned  to  h'u*  uncle's  host,  which  hadencanpad 
hastily  on  the  n^cent  field  of  battle. 

The  sun  was  now  high,  and  the  whole  plain  p» 
sen  ted  the  appearance  of  a  bustle^  equally  diHentt 
from  the  solitude  of  the  early  morning,  and  from  iht 
roar  and  fury  of  the  Bubse()uent  engagemenL  Xk 
news  of  Hugo  do  Lacy's  \'iciory  every  where  wpad 
abroad,  with  all  the  alacrity  of  triumph,  and  kid 
induced  many  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  country,  vbi 
had  fled  before  the  fury  of  the  Wolf  of  Plinlimnoi, 
to  return  to  their  desolate  habitations.  Numbers  ibo 
of  the  l(x>sc  and  profligate  characters  which  aboad 
in  a  country  subject  to  the  frequent  changes  of  «■; 
had  flocked  thitner  in  quest  of  spoil,  or  to  gratify i 
spirit  of  restless  curiosity.  The  Jew  and  toe  Lmi* 
bard,  despising  danger  where  there  waa  a  chanoeif 
gain,  might  be  already  seen  bartering  liquors  ni 
wares  with  the  victorious  men-at-arms,  for  the  bM- 
stained  onmmenis  of  gold  lately  worn  bythedefttui 
British.  Others  acted  as  brokers  betwixt  the  Wcbk 
captives  and  their  captors;  and  where  they  codd 
imst  tlie  means  and  good  faith  of  the  former,  suae* 
times  became  bound!  for,  or  even  advancod  in  raAf 
money,  the  sums  necessary  for  their  ransom ;  whibt 
a  more  numerous  class  became  themselves  the  pv> 
chasers  of  those  pristmers  vho  had  no  tmmeiuii 
means  of  settling  with  their  conquerors. 

That  the  spoil  thus  acquired  might  not  long  A* 
cumbtT  the  soldier,  or  blunt  his  ardour  fur  frillMr 
enterprise,  the  usual  means  of  dissipating  milittry 
spoils  were  already  at  hand.  Courtezans,  minM^ 
jugglers,  minstrels,  and  tale-tellers  of  every  deseiih 
tion,  had  accompanietj  the  night-march ;  and,  r 


in  the  military  reputation  of  tfhe  celebrated  De  Lan, 
had  rested  fearlessly  at  some  httle  distance  until  OIb 
battle  was  fought  and  won.  These  now  approaclHd, 
in  many  a  joyous  gnnip,  to  consratulate  the  vidon 
Close  to  the  parties  which  they  formed  for  the  danoe^ 
the  song,  or  the  tale,  upon  the  yet  bloody  field,  tk 
countrymen  summoned  in  for  the  purpose,  wereop«o> 
ing  large  trenches  for  depositing  the  dead— leechei 
were  seen  tending  the  wounded— priests  and  mooki 
confessin)B[  those  in  extremity— soldiers  transportiBl 
from  the  hbld  the  bodies  of  the  more  honoured  among 
the  slain— peasants  mourning  over  their  iraniiln 
crops  and  plundered  habitationa— and  widows  ud 
orphans  searching  for  the  bodies  of  husbands  sad 
parents,  sniid  the  promiscuous  carnage  of  two  com- 
bats.  Thus  wo  mingled  her  wildest  notes  with  tiioie 
of  jubilee  and  bacchanal  triumph,  and  the  plain  of 
I  he  Garde  Dolourcuae  formed  a  singular  parallel,  10 
the  varied  maze  of  human  life,  where  joy  and  giief 
are  so  strancely  mixed,  and  where  the  conflnei  of 
mirth  and  pleasure  often  border  on  those  of  sonov 
and  of  death. 

,  About  noon  these  various  noises  were  at  oiM 
silenced,  and  the  attention  alike  of  those  who  rrj<»eed 
or  who  grieved  was  arrested  bv  the  loud  and  moonifil 
apund  of  six  trumpets,  which,  upli^ing  and  uniling 
their  thrilling  tonei  in  a  wild  and  meUocholy  daillk- 
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m^  apprized  all,  that  the  obflequies  of  the  valiant 
lymond  Berenser  were  about  to  commence.  Prom 
tent,  which  had  been  hastity  pitched  for  the  imme- 
ate  ri*ception  of  the  body,  twelve  black  monks,  the 
habitants  of  a  neighbouring  convent,  began  to  f^ie 
It  ID  pairs,  beaded  by  their  abbot,  who  bore  a  iarpu 
osa,  and  ilnmdercd  forth  the  sublime  notee  of  the 
athohc  Mstrert  m«,  Dominc.  Then  came  a  choeen 
idy  of  men-at-arms,  trailing  their  lances,  with  their 
ants  reversed  and  pointed  to  the  earth ;  and  after 
lem  the  body  of  ihe  valiant  Berenger,  wrapped  in 
•  own  knightly  banner,  which,  regained  from  the 
mda  of  the  ^\elsh,  now  served  its  noble  owner 
MRoad  of  a  funeral  pall.  The  most  gallant  knights 
'  the  Constable's  household  (for,  like  other  great 
obles  of  that  period,  he  had  formed  it  upon  a  scale 
4uch  approaciicd  lo  that  of  royalty)  walked  as 
MMirners  and  supporters  of  the  corpse,  which  was 
sine  upon  lances;  and  the  Constable  of  Chester 
imaelf,  alone  imd  fully  armed,  excepting  the  head, 
lUowed  as  chief  mourner.  A  chosen  oody  of  squires, 
len-at-arms.  and  pages  of  noble  descent,  brought  up 
w  rear  of  the  procession;  while  their  nakers  and 
vnipcts  echoed  back,  from  time  to  time,  the  melan- 
holv  song  of  the  monks,  by  replying  in  a  note  as 
unrorious  as  their  own. 

Tba  course  of  pleasure  was  arrested,  and  even  that 
r  aorrow  was  for  a  moment  turned  from  her  own 
rie&  to  witness  the  last  honoura  bestowed  on  him, 
rho  had  been  in  life  the  fisther  and  guardian  of  his 
eople. 

The  mournful  procession  traversed  slowly  the  plain 
riiich  had  been  within  a  few  houra  the  scene  of  such 
aried  events;  and.  pausing  before  the  outer  gate  of 
ae  barricades  of  the  castle,  invited  by  a  prolonged 
nd  solemn  flourish,  the  fortress  to  receive  the  remains 
f  its  late  gallant  defender.  The  melancholy  sum- 
lona  was  answered  by  the  warder's  horn— the draw- 
cidce  sunk— the  portcullis  rose— and  Father  Aldro- 
and  appeared  in  the  middle  of  the  gateway,  arrayed 
I  his  sacerdotal  habit,  whilst  a  little  space  behmd 
in  stood  the  orphaned  damsel,  in  such  weeds  of 
MMuning  as  time  admitted,  supported  by  her  attend- 
m  Rose,  and  followed  by  the  femalesof  the  household. 

The  Constable  of  Chester  paused  upon  the  threshold 
f  the  outer  gate,  and,  pointing  to  the  cross  signed  in 
rhite  cloth  upon  his  left  shoulder,  with  a  lowly 
ererencG  resigned  to  his  nephew,  Damian,  the  task 
i  attending  the  remains  oi  Rayinond  Berenger  to 
be  chapel  within  the  castle.  The  soldiers  of  Hugo 
a  Lacy,  most  of  whom  were  bound  by  the  same 
aw  with  himself,  also  halted  without  (he  castle  gate, 
od  remained  under  anns,  while  the  death-peal  of  the 
iiapel  bell  announced  from  within,  the  progress  of 
he  processmn. 

It  winded  on  through  those  narrow  entrances, 
vfaich  wen;  skilfully  contrived  to  interrupt  the  nro- 
^CM  of  an  enemy,  even  should  ho  succeed  in  iorc- 
Dg  the  outer  gate,  and  arrived  at  length  in  the 
treat  court-yara.  wnere  most  of  the  inhabitants  of 
ka  forttesa.  ana  those  who,  under  recent  circum- 
tances,  had  taken  refuge  there,  were  drawn  up,  in 
vder  to  look,  for  the  last  time,  on  their  departed  lonl. 
Unong  these  were  mingled  a  few  of  the  motley 
Towd  from  without,  whom  curiosity,  or  the  expecta- 
MMi  of  a  dole,  had  brought  to  the  castle  gate,  and 
vha,  by  one  argument  or  another,  had  obtained 
rom  the  warden  permission  to  enter  the  interior. 

The  body  was  nere  set  down  before  the  door  of 
be  chapel,  the  ancient  Gothic  front  of  which  formed 
or  side  of  the  court-yard,  until  certain  prayere  were 
eeited  by  the  priests,  in  which  the  crowd  around 
■fie  supposed  to  join  with  becoming  reverence. 

It  was  during  this  interval,  that  a  nian,  whose 
«aked  beard,  embroidered  girdle,  and  high-crowned 
lit  of  gray  felt,  gave  him  the  air  of  a  Lombard  nier- 
;hani,  nddressea  Margery,  the  nurse  of  Eveline,  in  a 
rhispering  tone,  and  with  a  foreign  accent.— "I  am 
I  trev-eibng  merchant,  good  sister,  and  am  come 
lither  in  quest  of  gain— can  you  tell  me  whether  1 
an  have  any  custom  in  this  castle  7" 

•*  You  are  come  at  an  evil  time,  Sir  Stranger^you 
■ar  yourself  see  that  this  ia  a  place  for  moummg, 
IM  not  for  merefaandiae." 
Vw-V. 


"Yet  mourning  times  have  thrfr  own  commeirce,'* 
said  the  stranger,  approaching  still  closer  to  the  side 
of  Margery,  and  lowering  his  voice  to  a  tone  yet 
more  conhdential.  '*  I  have  sable  scurfs  of  Persian 
silk— black  bugles,  in  which  a  princess  might  mourn 
for  a  deceased  monarch— Cyprus,  such  as  the  East 
hath  seldom  sent  forth— black  c^oth  for  mourning 
hangings— all  that  may  express  sorrow  and  reverence 
in  fashion  and  attire;  and  1  know  how  to  be  grateful 
to  those  who  help  me  to  custom.  Come,  bethink  yoo, 
good  dame— sucn  things  must  be  had— I  will  sell  as 
good  ware  and  as  cheap  as  another ;  and  a  kirtle  to 
yourself,  or,  at  your  pleasure,  a  purse  with  five  florins, 
shall  be  the  meed  or  your  kindness." 

"I  prithee  peace,  friend,"  said  Margery,  "and 
choose  a  better  time  for  vaunting  your  wares— vou 
neglect  both  place  and  season ;  and  if  you  be  farther 
importunate,  I  must  apeak  to  those  who  will  show 
>'ou  the  outward  side  or  the  castle  gate.  I  marvel  the 
warden  would  admit  pedlara  upon  a  day  such  as  this 
—they  would  drive  a  gainful  bargain  by  the  bedside  of 
their  mother,  were  she  dying,  1  trow."  So  saying; 
she  turned  scornfully  from  him. 

While  thus  angrily  rejected  on  the  one  side,  the  mer- 
chant felt  his  cloak  receive  an  intelligent  twitch  upon 
the  other,  and,  looking  round  upon  the  signal,  he  saw 
a  dame,  whose  black  kerchief  was  aflectedly  disposed. 
80  as  to  give  an  appearance  of  solemnity  to  a  set  or 
light  laughing  features,  which  must  have  been  capti- 
vating when  young,  since  they  retained  so  many 
good  points  when  at  least  forty  yeare  had  passed  over 
them.  She  winked  to  the  mercnant,  touching  at  the 
same  time  her  under  lip  with  her  forefinger,  to 
announce  the  propriety  of^ silence  and  secrecy  ;  then 
gliding  from  the  crowd,  retreated  to  a  smaM  i 


formed  by  a  projecting  buttress  of  the  chapel,  as  if  to 
avoid  the  pressure  likely  to  take  place  at  the  moment 
when  the  bier  should  be  lifted.  The  merchant  failni 
not  to  follow  her  example,  and  was  soon  by  her  side, 
when  she  did  not  give  him  the  trouble  of  opening 
his  affairs,  but  commenced  the  conversation  nerscl^ 

"  I  have  heard  what  you  said  to  our  dame  31&rgcry 
— Mannerly  Margery,  as  1  call  her— heord  os  much, 
at  least,  as  led  nie  to  guess  the  rest,  for  I  have  got  an 
eye  in  my  head,  I  promise  you." 

"  A  pair  of  them,  my  pretty  dame,  and  as  bright  aa 
drops  of  dew  in  a  May  morning." 

"  Oh,  you  say  so,  because  I  have  been  weeping," 
said  the  scarlet-hosed  Gillian,  for  it  was  even  herself 
who  spoke ;  "  and  to  be  sure,  I  have  good  cause,  for 
our  lord  was  always  my  very  good  lord,  and  would 
sometiuics  chuck  me  under  the  chin,  and  call  me 
buxom  Gillian  of  Croydon— not  that  the  good  gen- 
tleman was  ever  uncivil,  for  he  would  thrust  a  silver 
twopc'nnics  into  my  hand  at  the  same  time.— Oh! 
theiriend  that  I  have  lost !— And  I  have  had  anger  on 
his  account  too— 1  have  seen  old  Raoul  as  sour  as 
vinegar,  and  fit  for  no  place  but  the  kennel  for  a 
whole  any  about  it ;  but  as  I  said  to  him,  it  was  not 
for  the  like  of  me  to  be  affronting  our  master,  and  a 
great  baron,  about  a  chuck  under  the  chin,  or  a  ktss, 
or  such  like." 

"No  wonder  you  are  so  sorry  for  so  kind  a  master, 
dame."  said  the  merchant. 

"No  wonder  indeed,"  replied  the  dame,  with  a 
sigh;  "and  then  what  is  to  become  of  us?— It  is 
hke  my  young  mistress  will  go  to  her  aunt— or  she 
will  marry  one  of  these  Lacvs  that  they  talk  so  much 
of— or,  at  any  rate  she  will  leave  the  castle;  and  it's 
like  old  Raoul  and  I  will  be  tnmcd  to  grass  with  the 
lord's  old  chargers.  The  lord  knows,  they  may  as 
well  hang  him  up  with  the  old  hounds,  for  nc  is  noih 
footless  and  fongless,  and  fit  for  nothing  on  earth 
that  I  kn<»w  of." 

"  Your  young  mistress  is  that  lady  in  tlie  mourning 
mantle,"  saifl  the  merchant,  "  who  so  nearly  sunk 
down  upon  the  body  iust  now?" 

"  In  good  troth  is  she,  sir— and  much  cause  she  haa 
to  sink  down.  1  am  sure  she  will  be  to  seek  for  such 
another  father." 

"  I  see  you  arc  a  most  discerning  woman,  gossip 
Gillian,"  answered  the  merchant ;  "  and  yonder  youtu 
that  supported  her  is  her  bridegroom  1" 

"  Much  need  she  has  for  some  one  to  lupoort  her,' 
25 
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Mid  Gillian  I  **  and  ao  have  I  for  that  matter,  for  what 
can  poor  ola  rusty  Raoul  do  ?" 

**Biit  as  to  your  younn  lady's  marriage?"  said  the 
merchant  . 

"No  one  knows  mure,  than  that  siirh  a  thmg  was 
in  treaty  U^twet* n  our  late  lonl  and  the  great  Con- 
ainhle  of  Chester,  that  came  to-day  but  just  in  time 
to  prevont  the  Welsh  from  cutting  all  our  throats, 
and  doing  the  Lord  knoweth  what  mischief  Iteside. 
But  there  i^  a  mnrrifl|;c  talked  ot,  that  is  certain— 
and  most  folk  thinki  it  must  be  for  this  smooth- 
cheeked  boy,  D.imian,  as  they  call  him;  for  though 
the  Constable  has  gotten  a  board,  which  his  nephew 
hath  not,  it  is  something  too  grizzled  for  a  bride- 
groom's chin— Besides,  he  goes  to  the  Holy  Wars 
—fittest  pUcc  for  all  elderly  warriors— 1  wish  he  would 
take  Raoul  with  him.— But  what  is  all  this  to  what 
you  were  saying  about  your  mourning  wares  even 
now  7— It  is  a  sod  truth,  that  my  poor  Lord  is  gone 
—But  what  then  7- Well-a-day,  you  know  the  good 
old  saw,— 

'  Cloth  ma^t  we  wear, 
Rut  btN^fand  drink  beer. 
Tlioufh  Uio  dead  (o  tu  oitr,* 

And  for  your  morchandisinft  I  am  aa  like  to  help 
you  with  my  good  word  as  liTanoerly  Margery,  pro- 
vided you  bid  fair  for  it ;  since,  if  the  lady  loves 
me  not  so  much,  I  can  turn  the  steward  round  my 


Take  this  in  part  of  our  bargain,  pretty  Mrs. 
Gillian,"  said  the  merchant ;  "  and  when  my  wains 
come  up,  I  will  conaidur  you  amply,  if  I  get  good 
sale  by  your  favourable  report- But  now  shall  1  get 
into  the  castle  again  7  for  I  would  wish  to  consult 
you.  being  a  sensible  woman,  before  I  come  in  with 

*'V?hy,  answered  the  complaisant  dame,  "  if  our 
English  be  on  guard,  you  have  only  to  ask  for  Gillian, 
and  they  will  open  the  wicket  to  any  single  man  at 
once;  for  we  English  stick  all  together,  were  it  but 
to  spite  the  Normans :— but  if  a  Norman  be  on  duty, 
3rou  must  ask  for  old  Raoul,  and  say  you  come  to 
speak  of  dogs  and  hawks  for  sale,  and  1  warrant  you 
come  ro  speech  of  me  that  way.  If  the  sentinel  be 
a  Fleming,  you  have  but  to  say  you  are  a  merchant, 
mud  ho  will  let  you  in  for  the  love  of  trade." 

The  merchant  repeated,  his  thankful  acknowledff- 
meiit,  glided  from  her  side,  and  mixed  amons  the 
spectators,  leaving  her  to  congratulate  horselt  on 
having  gained  a  brace  of  florins  by  the  indulgence  of 
her  natural  talkative  humour:  for  which,  on  other 
occasions,  she  had  sometimes  acarly  paid. 

Tne  ceasing  of  the  heavy  toll  of  the  castle  hell  now 
gave  intimation  that  the  noble  Raymond  Berengir 
Had  been  laid  in  the  vault  with  his  fatliers.  That 
part  of  the  funeral  attendants  who  hnd  come  from 
the  host  of  De  Lacy,  now  proceeded  to  the  castle  hall, 
where  they  partooK,  but  with  temperance,  of  some 
refreshments,  which  were  ofTrred  as  a  death-meal; 
and  presently  after  left  the  castle,  headed  by  young 
Damian,  in  the  same  slow  and  melancholy  form  in 
which  they  had  entered.  Tlie  monks  remained  with- 
in the  castle  to  sing  repeated  services  for  the  soul  of 
the  deceased,  and  for  those  of  his  faitliful  men-at-amia 
who  had  fallen  around  him,  and  who  had  been  so 
much  mangled  during,  and  after,  the  contest  with  the 
Welsh,  that  it  was  scarce  possible  to  know  one  indi- 
vidual from  another ;  otherwise  the  body  of  Dennia 
Morolt  would  have  obtained,  as  his  faith  well  de- 
served, the  honours  of  a  aeparate  funeral.* 


CHAPTER    XL 

The  nmeral  baked  meeti 

Old  eoldlf  ntraiih  forth  the  narriafe  table.— IfaiiJit 

The  religious  ntes  which  followed  the  funeral 
of  Raymond  Berenger,  endured  without  interrup- 
tion for  the  period  of  six  days ;  during  which,  alms 
wert  distributed  to  the  poor,  and  relief  administered, 
at  the  expense  of  the  Lady  Eveline,  to  all  those 
who  had  suffered  by  the  late  inroad.  Death-meals, 
as  they  wore  termed,  were  also  spread  in  honour  of 
Hw  WhMi,  a  fteresaod  baiteroaa  people, were  often  aoemed 


the  decewed ;  hut  the  lady  heneir,  and  moat  of  In  ■ 
attenilants,  obscrvid  a  aiem  cotirae  of  vigil,  ^mh  '. 
pline,  and  fasts,  which  appeared  to  the  NornnoB  t 
nK)re  deconius  manner  ot  testifying  their  regmt  ,' 
for  the  dead,  than  the  Saxon  ami  Klemish  coskHn 
o(  banqueting  and  drinking  inurdinaleiy  upon  nch  | 
occasions.  !> 

Mean  whil&  the  Constable  De  Lacy  retahiedi  !* 
large  body  of  his  men  encamped  i^der  the  walls  of  > 
the  Ganle  Doloureuae,  for  protL-ctmn  against  somi  < 
new  imiption  <d  the  Welsh,  while  with  the  rert  he  :■ 
took  advantage  of  hia  \'ictory.  and  ainick  terror  inio  j( 
the  British  by  many  well-conducted  forays,  nutkal  f 
with  ravages  scarcely  less  hnrtliil  than  their  own.  H 
Among  the  enemy,  the  evils  of  discord  were  added  id  i 
those  of  defeat  and  invaaioii ;  for  two  distant  rehtioai  |i 
of  Gwcnwyn  contended  for  the  throne  he  had  lately  j 
occiipied,  and  on  thia,  as  on  many  other 
ilie  Britons  sufTered  aa  much  from  internal 
as  from  the  sword  of  the  Normana  A  worse  poU*  N 
cian,  and  a  less  celebrated  soldier,  than  the  suaem  j* 
and  successful  De  Lacy,  could  not  have  faikd,  oaihr  f 
such  circumstances,  to  negotiate  as  he  did  an  advn*  p 
tageous  peace,  which,  while  it  deprived  Powys  of  i  I 
part  of  its  frontier,  and  the  command  of  some  in-  p 
portant  passes,  in  which  it  was  the  Constable's  pv*  f 
pose  to  build  castles,  rendered  the  Garde  DoknraoM  r 
more  aeciue  than  formerly,  from  any  atidden  attack  ¥ 
on  the  part  of  their  fiery  and  rsBtleaB  neighhoin  \ 
De  Lacy'a  care  also  went  to  re-uatablisfaing  tbm  \ 
settlers  who  had  fled  from  their  possessiona,  and  pot'  ^ 
ting  the  whole  lordship,  which  now  descended  npoo  r 
an  unprotected  female,  into  a  state  of  defence  as  per-  : 
feet  as  iu  situation  on  a  hostile  frontier  could  pot- 
si  hi  v  pt'nnir.  : 

"VVhikt  thud  anxJously  prtjv'deiit  in  the  affairs  of  '■ 
the  orphnii  of  the  Go  rue  DobiEreuse,  De  Lacy,  d«* 
inij  tht!  jnp»et;  wc  havt  tnentiotusJ-  scnisht  not  todii- 
niri>  her  lilml  grief  by  any  personal  inttToourse.  Ha 
ncphi-w,  iiifjwd,  wn»  d thatched  by  limtii  every  marl- 
ing to  lay  hiikiK  hi'T  \im  anvWa  detoirE^  in  the  hink- 
^itwn  language  of  the  da y^  and  fttiqunint  her  with  the 
^ep9  which  he  bad  tak^n  in  hi^r  aHairs.  As  a  mod 
du«  Ui  his  Hfttive's  high  itervjoep,  Damian  wu 
always  aiiminixl  lo  leec  Kvidine  on  such  occ^siooa 
and  returned  charged  with  her  grateful  thanks,  mi 
her  implicit  acquiescence  in  whatever  the  Conatabis 
proposed  for  her  considnration. 

But  when  the  days  of  rigid  mourning  were  dapsed. 
the  young  De  Lacy  stated,  on  the  part  of  his  tans- 
man,  that  his  treaty  with  the  Welsh  boing  condudsd, 
and  all  things  in  this  district  arranged  as  wdl  as  ei^ 
cumstances  would  permit^  the  Constable  of  Chester 
now  proposed  to  return  mto  his  own  torritonr,  in 
order  to  resume  his  instant  pn^)arations  for  the  Ho^ 
Land,  which  the  duty  of  chasUsing  her  enemies  hiu 
for  some  days  interrupted. 

"And  win  not  the  noble  Constable,  before  he  da- 
parts  from  this  place,"  aaid  Evulme,  with  a  hurrtof 
5ratitu4ie  which  the  occasion  well  merited,  ""  receivo 
10  personal  thanks  of  her  that  was  ready  to  periih, 
when  he  ao  valiantly  came  to  her  aid  T* 

"  It  was  even  on  that  point  that  I  was  comaiii- 
sioned  to  speak,"  replied  Damian;  "but  my  nobis 
kinaman  fbels  difiident  to  propose  to  you  that  whirh 
he  moat  earnestly  desires— the  privilege  of  speakiM 
to  your  own  ear  certain  mattera  of  high  import,  salt 
with  which  he  judges  it  fit  to  intrust  no  third  party." 

"  Surely,"  aaid  the  maiden,  blushing,  "  thers  cin 
be  naught  beyond  the  bounds  of  maidenhood,  in  ny 
seeing  the  noble  Constable  whenever  aucb  is  w 
pleasure." 

"  But  his  vow,"  replied  Damian,  "  binds  my  kins* 
man  not  to  come  beneath  a  roof  until  he  aets  sail  for 

of  manfflinff  the  bodiei  of  their  •lain  antafooifta.    B««ff  «■• 

miut  remember  Sliakfpearc'i  accouut,  how 

"  the  noble  Mortimer, 

Leadin*  the  men  of  Herefordihire  to  lUrht 
Anin«t  the  irreralar  and  wild  Olnndower— 
"^  •«,  bf  Uv  mde  liandi  of  that  WeUhraao,  takn. 
And  a  thou«and  of  his  people  butcher'd : 
Uixm  whoM  dead  conMe  there  was  mnch  i 
Bach  hfm»i\r  ihamelcM  transfonnation, 
Bf  llMM  Weliihwomen  done,  aa  mar  not  be, 
WiUiottt  much  ahame,  retold  or  apokoB  oC** 
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Mesdne ;  and  in  order  to  mefC  him,  you  must  gntre 
nm  M  ^  «■  to  vint  his  pavilion ;— a  condescenwon 
irhjch,  as  a  kniuht  and  Norman  noble,  he  can  scarcely 
idi  of  a  damsel  of  hif^i  desree." 

**And  is  that  all?"  said  Kveline,  who,  educated  in 
I,  remote  situation,  was  a  strnnj^a-  to  some  of  the 
lioe  points  of  etiquette  which  the  damaels  of  the  time 
ibserved  in  keeping  their  state  towards  the  other 
a.  "Shall  I  not,"  she  said,  "go  to  render  my 
hanks  to  my  deliverer,  since  he  cannot  come  hither 
o  receive  them  ?  Tell  the  noble  Hugo  de  Lai^,  that, 
Kit  to  roy  gratitude  to  Heaven,  it  is  due  to  him,  and 

0  bis  brave  companions  in  arms.  I  will  come  to  his 
ant  aa  to  a  holy  shrine;  and,  could  such  homap;e 
4ease  him,  I  would  come  barefooted,  were  the  road 
Uvm-ed  with  flints  and  with  thorns." 

"My  uncle  will  be  equally  honoured  and  deliehted 
rith  your  resolve,"  said  Damian ;  "'  but  it  will  be  his 
fudy  to  save  you  all  unnecessary  trouble,  and  with 
hat  view  a  pavilion  shall  be  instantly  planted  before 
oar  castle  gate,  which,  if  it  plensc  you  to  grace  it 
rith  your  presence,  may  be  the  place  for  the  dMired 
Bterview." 

Eveline  readily  arquiescnd  in  what  was  proposed, 
a  the  expedient  agri^eable  to  the  Constable,  and  re- 
omroended  by  Damian;  but,  in  tlie  simplicity  of  her 
cart,  she  saw  no  good  reason  why,  under  the  guar- 
iansnip  of  the  latter,  she  should  not  instantly,  and 
riihout  farther  form,  have  traversed  the  little  famihar 
lain  on  which,  when  a  child,  she  used  to  chase  but- 
erfljes  and  gather  kingVcups,  and  where  of  later 
mn  she  was  wont  to  exercu>e  htT  palfrey  on  this 
rell-known  plain,  being  the  only  space,  and  that  of 
mall  extent,  which  separated  her  uom  the  camp  of 
lie  Constable. 

The  youthful  emissary,  with  whose  presence  she 
ad  now  become  familiar,  retired  to  acquaint  his  kins- 
nn  and  lord  with  the  success  of  his  commission ; 
nd  Eveline  experienced  the  first  sensation  of  anxiety 
pon  her  own  account  which  had  agitated  her  bosom, 
noe  the  defeat  and  death  of  Owi^nwyn  gave  her  per- 
Uision  to  dedicate  her  thoughts  exclusively  to  grief, 
w  the  loss  which  she  had  sustained  in  the  person  of 
er  nuble  father.  But  now,  when  that  (pier.  though 
ot  satiated,  was  blunted  by  sohtary  mdHlgence— 
ow  that  she  was  to  appear  before  the  person  of 
riKwe  faine  she  had  hcaivl  so  much,  of  whoae  powcr- 
il  pTottHTtion  she  had  received  such  recent  proofs,  her 
Hod  insensibly  turmtl  upon  the  nature  and  conse- 
iMices  of  that  important  interview.  She  had  seen 
logo  de  Lacy,  indeed,  at  tlie  great  tournament  at 
liester,  where  his  valour  and  skill  were  the  theme 
f  every  tongue,  and  she  had  received  the  homage 
rhich  nr  rendered  her  beauty  when  he  assigned  to 
V  ^le  prize,  with  all  the  gay  flutterings  of  youthful 
in  ty ;  but  of  his  person  ana  figure  she  had  no  dis- 
D'  t  iciea,  excepting  that  he  was  a  middle-sized  man, 
r:;aaad  fn  peculiarly  rich  armour,  and  that  the  coun- 
nancr,  which  looked  out  from  under  the  shade  of 
li  rai.*ied  visor,  seeniftl  to  her  iuvcnile  estimate  very 
■riy  as  old  as  that  of  her  father.  This  person,  of 
11001  she  had  such  slight  recollection,  had  been  the 
Uisen  iiistrumrnt  employed  by  her  totelar  protectress 
!  mcuing  her  from  captivity,  and  in  avenging  the 
as  of  a  rather,  and  she  was  bound  by  her  vow  to 
nsider  him  as  the  arbiter  of  her  fate,  if  indeed  he 
HNild  deem  it  worth  his  while  to  become  so.  She 
earied  her  memor>'  with  vain  efforts  to  recollect  so 
nch  of  his  ftMitures  as  might  give  her  some  means  of 
leasing  at  his  disposition,  atid  her  judgment  toiIe<l 

1  conjecturing  what  line  of  conduct  he  was  likely  to 
uwe  towards  her. 

The  great  Banm  himself  seemed  to  attach  to  their 
weting  a  degree  of  consequence,  which  was  inti- 
laled  by  the  formal  preparations  which  he  made  for 
.  Eveline  had  imagined  that  he  might  have  ridden 
>  the  gate  of  the  castle  in  five  minutes,  and  that,  if 
pavilion  were  actually  necessary  U)  the  decorum  of 
fa»ir  interview,  a  tent  rould  have  been  tmnsferred 
Tum  his  leaguer  to  the  castle  gate,  and  pitched 
hfTe  in  ten  nnnutes  more.  But  it  wns  plain  that  the 
^Ktalile  considered  much  more  form  and  ceremony 
u  eniential  lo  their  meeting;  for  in  nbimt  half  an 
itour  afier  Damian  de  Lacy  had  left  the  caaile,  not 
U 


fewer  than  twenty  aoldicra  and  artificera,  tinder  the 
direction  of  a  pursuivant,  whose  tabard  was  decorated 
with  the  armorial  boariiiga  of  the  house  of  Lacy, 
were  employed  in  erecting  before  the  sate  of  the 
Garde  Doloui«?use  one  of  those  splendid  pavilk>nai 
which  were  employed  at  tournaments  and  other  occa- 
sions of  public  state.  It  was  of  purple  silk,  valanced 
with  gold  embroidery,  having  the  cords  of  the  same 
rich  materials.  The  door-way  was  formed  by  six 
lances,  the  staves  of  which  were  plated  with  silver, 
and  the  blades  composed  of  the  same  precious  metal. 
These  were  pitched  into  the  ground  by  couples,  and 
cro8s«xi  at  the  top,  so  as  to  form  a  sort  of  succession 
of  arches,  which  were  covered  by  drapery  of  sea- 
green  silk,  forming  a  pleasing  contrast  with  the  pur- 
pie  and  gold. 

,  The  interior  of  the  tent  was  declared  by  Dame  Gil- 
lian and  others,  whose  curiosity  induced  them  to  visit 
it,  to  bo  of  a  splendour  agreeing  with  the  outskle. 
There  were  Oriental  carpets,  and  there  were  tapestriea 
of  (irhent  and  Bruges  mingled  in  gay  profusion,  while 
the  top  of  the  pavilion,  covered  with  sky-blue  silk, 
was  arranged  so  as  to  resemble  ilie  firmament,  and 
nchly  studded  with  a  sun,  moon,  and  stars,  composed 
of  solid  silver.  This  gorgeous  pavilion  had  been 
made  for  the  use  of  theirelebraied  William  of  Vprea, 
who  acquired  such  great  wealth  as  general  of*  the 
tnerccnariesof  King  Stephen,  and  was  oy  him  created 
Karl  of  Albemarle;  but  the  chance  of  war  had  as- 
signed it  to  De  Lacy,  after  one  of  the  dreadful  en- 
gagements, so  many  of  which  occurred  during  the 
civil  wars,  betwixt  Stephen  and  the  Empress  Maude, 
or  Matilda.  The  Constable  had  never  before  been 
known  to  use  it;  for  although  wealthy  aad  powerful, 
Hugo  de  Lacy  was.  on  most  occasions,  plain  and  un- 
ostentatious;  which,  to  those  who  knew  him,  made 
his  present  c(.>ndurt  seem  the  more  remarkable.  At 
the  hour  of  noon  he  arrivid,  nobly  mounted,  at  the 
gale  of  the  castle,  and  drawing  up  a  small  body  of 
seryantSL  pages,  and  equerries,  who  attended  him  in 
their  richest  liveries,  placed  himself  at  their  head, 
and  directed  his  nephew  to  intimate  to  the  Lady  of 
the  Garde  Doloureusc,  that  the  humblest  of  her  si'r- 
vants  awaited  the  honour  of  her  presence  at  the 
castle  gate. 

Among  the  spectators  who  witnessed  his  arrival, 
there  were  many  who  tliought  that  aome^rt  of  the 
state  and  splendour  attached  to  his  pavilion  and  his 
retinue,  had  been  better  applied  to  set  forth  the  per- 
son of  the  Cimsiable  himself^  as  his  attire  was  simple 
even  to  meaiinesH,  and  his  person  by  no  means  of 
such  di^iinguiehed  bearing  aa  might  altogether  dis- 
pense with  the  advantages  of  dresa  and  ornament. 
The  opinion  be<*ame  yet  more  prevalent,  when  he  de- 
scended from  horseback,  until  which  Uine  his  mas- 
terly management  of  the  noble  animal  he  bestrode, 
gave  a  dignity  to  his  person  and  figure,  which  he  lost 
upon  dismounting  from  his  steel  saddle.  In  height, 
the  celebrated  Constable  scarce  attained  the  middle 
size,  and  his  limbs,  though  strongly  built  and  well 
knit,  were  deficient  in  grace  and  ease  of  movement. 
His  less  were  slightly  curved  outwards,  which  gave 
him  advantage  as  ahorscinan^ut  showed  unfavour- 
ably when  he  was  upim  foot.  He  halted,  though  very 
slightly,  in  consequence  of  one  of  his  legs  having 
bi>en  broken  by  the  fall  of  a  charger,  and  iiiartificially 
.set  by, an  inexperienced  surgeon.  Thii^  also,  was 
a  blemivh  in  his  deportment ;  and  though  his  broad 
shoulders,  sinewy  arms,  and  expanded  chest,  beto- 
kened the  strength  which  he  often  displayed,  it  was 
strength  of  a  clumsy  and  ungraceful  character.  His 
language  and  gestures  were  those  of  one  sL'ldom  used 
to  converse  with  equals,  more  seldom  still  with  supe- 
riors; short,  abrupt,  and  decisive^  almost  U>  the  verge 
of  sternness.  In  the  judgment  of  those  who  were 
habitually  acquainted  with  the  Constable,  there  was 
both  dignity  and  kindness  in  his  keen  eye  and  expand- 
ed brow ;  but  such  as  sav/  him  for  the  first  time 
'udgi>d  less  favourably,  and  pretended  to  discover  a 
arsh  and  passionate  exi)ression,  althou^li^  they  al- 


lowed his  countenance  to  have,  on  the  whole,  a  I 
and  martial  churacUir.    His  ace  was  in  reality  not 
more  than  five-and -forty,  but  tlie  fatigues  of  war  ami 
of  cliniuto  had  added  in  appearance  ten  yfian  u>  that 
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yunr  pleanre— oTf  stnyi  the  oood  father  hath  himsolf 
an  ere  on  the  uplendours  of  tnn  world  which  he  thinks 
he  hns  abandontnl— he  will  be  no  sjift;  wcreiary.— 
I  will  Ko  Miywlf  to  thf  Lord  (-VnMtable— ?n«  hi»  rnnk 
cannot  dazzle,  or  his  wenltli  bnlx*,  or  his  power  over- 
awe. I  will  ttill  him  he  dotii  no  knif^httv  jiart  towards 
you,  to  press  his  coiifract  wiih  your  father  in  such  an 
hour  ofh-Ipless  sorrow— no  nious  part,  in  delnyinR 
the  exc<nition  of  his  vo\%*8for  the  pnn>ose  of  muiT>'ing 
or  frivinj}  in  marria^fc— no  honest  part,  to  press  hinistjjf 
on  a  maiden  whose  heart  has  not  deeiJMl  in  his  favour 
— no  wise  part,  to  marry  one  wiiom  he  must  pp'sentty 
abandon,  either  to  solitude,  or  to  the  dan;;ers  of  a  pro- 
fliuaie^'onrt." 

"  Vou  have  not  courage  for  such  an  embassy,  Rose," 
said  her  mistretis,  sadly  smiling  through  her  tears  at 
her  youthful  attendant  s  zeal. 


"  That  Chilian  the  tirewooiaii  luith  been  a  mijduy 
favourite  of  late,"  said  Roae;  "time  was  wbeo  tt, 
was  other wistr." 

"I  like  hnr  manners  as  little  as  thou  doet,"aaii. 
Eveline;  "hut  she  is  old  Raoura  wilie— she  uraa  a* 
sort  uf  half-favourite  with  my  dear  father— who,  lihii 
other  men,  was  p«*rhaps  taken  by  that  very  fniadoB . 
which  u-e  think  unseemly  in  penonaofour  aex;  aM 
then,  there  is  no  other  woman  in  the  CaatJe  that  balk: 
Hui;li  .-(kill  in  empacketinKcluthes  without  thariakiflj 
their  Ih-in^  injured." 

*'That  last  reason  alone,"  aakl  Roae,  amiliDS.  **  i^^k 
I  admir,  an  irresistible  pretension  to  favour,  and  Daniu» 
Gillian  shall  presently  attend  you.— But  take  my  ad-*~ 
vice,  lady— k(rp  her  to  her  bales  and  her  maila,  and]i^# 
her  not  prate  to  you  on  what  concerns  her  noi," 

So  KHvin^.  Ri>se  left  the  apartment,  and  her 


N'ot  courage  for  it  I— and  wherefore  not  7— Try  I  lady  lookeci  afu?r  her  in  silence— then  murmured  lo'- 

.    "1  i  herself— "Iloski  loves  me  truly;  but  she  would  %ril. 
lin>!ly  be  more  of  the  mistress  than  the  maiden ;  aail 


me,"  answeretTthe  Flemish  maiden,  in  retunic 
am  neither  Saracen  nor  Welshman— his  lance  and 
sword  scare  me  not.  I  follow  not  his  banner— his 
voice  of  command  coMoerns  mc  not.  I  could  with 
your  leave,  boldly  tell  him  he  is  a  selfish  man,  veilini; 
with  fair  and  honourable  pretext  his  pursuit  of  objects 
which  concern  his  own  prido  and  gratihcation,  and 
«  foundin;;  high  claims  on  having  rendered  the  services 
which  common  humanity  demandeil.  And  all  for 
what  ?— Forsooth,  the  great  Ds  Lacy  must  have  an 
heir  to  his  noble  house,  and  his  fair  nephew  is  not 
good  enough  to  be  his  representative,  because  his 
mother  was  of  Anglo-Saxon  strain,  and  the  real 
heir  nmst  be  pure  unmixed  Norman;  and  for  this 
Lady  Eveline  Berenger,  in  the  first  bloom  o(  youth, 
must  be  wedded  to  a  man  who  minhi  be  her  father, 
and  who,  after  leaving  her  uiiprotcctetl  for  years^ 
will  return  in  such  guise  as  might  beseem  her  grand- 
father !" 

"Since  he  is  thus  scrupulous  concerning  purity 
of  lineage,"  said  Eveline,  'perhaps  he  may  call  to 
mind— what  so  good  a  herald  as  he  is  cannot  fail  to 
know— that  I  am  of  Saxon  strain  by  my  father's 
mother." 

'*  Oh,"  replied  Rose;  "  he  will  forgive  that  blot  in  the 
hdress  of  the  Garde  Dolourcuse." 

"  Fie,  Rose,"  answered  her  mistress,  "  thou  dost 
him  wrong  in  taxing  him  with  avarice." 

** Perhaps  so,"  answered  Rose:  ''but  he  is  unde- 
niably ambitious:  and  Avarice,  I  nave  hoard,  is  Am- 
bition's bastard  brother,  though  Ambition  be  aome- 
times  ashamed  of  the  relationship." 

"  Vou  speak  too  boldly,  damsel,"  said  Eveline ; 
"  and,  while  I  acknowled;«)  your  affection,  it  becomes 
me  to  check  your  mode  of  expression." 

*'  IVay,  take  that  tone,  and  1  have  done,"  said  Rose. 
— "  To  Eveline,  whom  I  love,  and  who  loves  me,  I 
can  speak  freely— but  to  the  Lady  of  the  Garde  Do- 
lourcuse, the  proud  Norman  damsel,  (which  when 
you  choose  to  be  you  can  be,)  I  can  curtsey  as  low  as 
my  station  demands,  and  8[ieak  as  little  truth  as  shu 
cares  to  hear." 

"Thou  art  a  wild  but  a  kind  girl,"  said  Eveline: 
*^no  one  who  dul  not  know  thee  would  thmk  that 
soft  and  childi.sh  exterior  covered  such  a  soul  of  fire. 
Thy  mother  must  indeed  have  been  the  l)euig  of  fex'l- 
ingand  passion  you  paint  her;  for  thy  father— nay, 
Ijay,  never  arm  in  his  dc/ence  until  he  be  attacked— I 
A>«Jy  meant  to  say,  that  his  solid  sense  and  sound 
iuagment  are  his  most  distinguished  qualities." 

**Aaii  I  would  you  would  avail  yourself  of  them, 
fady,"  said  Rose. 

'^Iq  fittiag  things  I  will;  but  he  were  rather  an 
nnme(At  eounaallor  in  that  which  we  now  treat  of;" 
aaid  Eveline. 

"You  misuke  him,"  answered  Rose  Flammock, 
'*  and  underrate  his  value.  Soimd  judgment  is  like 
to  *Ub  graduated  measuring-wand,  which,  though 
usually  appiijil  only  to  coarser  cloths,  will  give  With 
equal  truth  the  dime.isions  of  Indian  silk,  or  of  cloth 
of  gold." 

*  VVhH— well— this  affair  presses  not  instantly  at 
least,''  said  ilio  youn^  lady.  "  Leave  me  now,  Rose, 
•nd  send  Gillian  the  tirewoman  hither— I  have  dircc- 
*ions  to  give  abou*  the  packing  and  remo/al  of  my 
Hardrobe." 


ngly 
then  she  is  somewhat  jealous  of  every  other  penoBj  -, 
that  ap|)roaches  me.— It  is  strange,  that  I  have  ooT.    ' 
seen  Damian  de  Lacy  since  my  interview  with  tbt 
Constable.    He  anticuiatoa,  I  suppose,  the  chance  of 
his  finding  in  me  a  severe  aunt ! 

Bui  the  domestics,  who  crowed  for  orders  with  ' 
reference  to  her  removal  early  on  the  inonuw,  beni 
now  to  divert  the  current  of  their  lady's  thon^H  ^ 
from  the  consideration  of  her  own  parucular  ailoi- 
tion,  which,  as  the  prospec't  presented  nothing  pbi*- 
sant,  with  the  elastic  spiiit  of  youth,  aho  wmiogly 
postponed  till  further  leisure. 


CHAPTER  XIIL 

Too  iminh  lott  ii  nut, 
'niere'i  ever  cheer  in  ehsBffinff ; 


We  tyiic  by  too  n 
So  we'll  be  up  and  rufinff.— CM  flMf. 

EAaLT  on  the  subscouent  morning,-  a  gallant  coB- 
pany,  saddened  indeed  by  the  deep  mourning  whidk 
their  principals  wore,  left  the  well-defended  CasUtflf. 
the  Garde  Uoloureuse,  which  had  been  so  latdy  tk 
scene  of  such  remarkable  eveutsw 

The  sun  was  iusl  beginning  to  exhale  the  heavy 
dews  which  had  fallen  during  the  night,  and  to  dis* 
perae  the  thin  gray  mist  which  eddied  around  tomn 
and  battlements,  when  Wilkin  Flammock,  with  ax 
crossbowmen  on  horseback,  and  as  many  spearmen 
on  foot,  sallied  forth  from  under  the  Gotmc  utewtf, 
and  crossed  the  sounding  drawbridge.    After  tiii 
advanced  guard,  came  four  househola  servants  mil 
mounted,  and  after  them,  as  many  inferior  femilc 
attendants,  all  in  moiumirijg.    Then  rode  forth  the     i 
young  Lady  Eveline  herself,  occupying  the  centre  of     : 
the  little  procession,  and  her  long  blaca  robes fbrmed     i 
a  striking^  contrast  to  the  colour  of  her  milkwfalH     1 
palfrey.    Beside  her.  on  a  Spanish  jenuet,  thegifiol     ■ 
her  affectionate  father,— who  had  procured  it  st  a     - 
high  rate,  and  who  would  have  given  half  hia  nb-     j 
stance  to  gratify  his  daughter,— sat  the  girlish  form  of 
Rose  Flammock,  who  had  so  much  of^  juvenile  ihy 
ness  in  her  manner,  so  much  of  feehng  and  of  judg- 
ment in  her  thoughts  and  actions.    Dame  Margoy 
followed,  mixed  in  the  party  escorted  by  Father  Ai* 
drovand,  whose  company  she  chiefly  frequented ;  for 
Margery  affected  a  little  the  character  of  the  detotie, 
and  her  influence  in  the  family,  as  having  been  Eve 
hne's  nurse,  was  so  great  aa  to  render  her  no  improper 
companion  for  the  chaplain,  when  her  lady  ifid  not 
require  her  attendance  on  her  own  person.   Ibea 
come  old  Raoul  the  huntsman,  his  wue,  and  two  or 
three  other  officers  of  Raymond  Berengor'a  boine- 
hold ;  the  steward  with  his  golden  chain,  velvet  cei* 
sock,  and  white  wand,  bringing  up  the  rear,  which 
was  closed  by  a  small  band  of  archers,  and  four  men* 
at-arms.    The  guards,  and  indeed  the  greater  part  of 


the  attendants  were  only  designed  to  give  the 
sar/  degree  of  honour  to  the  young  lady's  movement^ 
b/  accompanying  her  a  short  space  from  the  castle, 
where  they  were  met  by  the  Constable  of  Chester, 
who,  with  a  retinue  of  thirty  laneea,  proposed  himsett 
to  escort  Eveline  as  far  as  Gloucester,  the  place  of  her 
destination.    Under  his  protection  no  danger  wa«  to 
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be  aiTprehended,  even  if  tlie  severe ,  dnfeat  ra  lately 
austained  by  ihe  Welsh  had  not  of  itself  bifn  likely 
to  prevent  any  attempt,  on  the  port  of  those  hostile 
mountaineers,  to  disturb  the  safety  of  the  marches 
for  Sonne  time  to  oome. 

In  pursuance  of  this  arrnnf;ement,  which  permitted 
the  armed  port  of  Eveline's  retinue  to  return  for  the 
pioteciiun  of  the  castle,  and  the  restorotion  o(  order  in 
the  district  around  the  Constable  awaitt^  hor  at  the 
fiital  bridge,  at  the  head  of  the  gallant  band  of  sel(?cti'd 
horsemen  whom  he  had  ordered  to  attend  upon  him. 
Hw  parlies  halted,  as  if  to  ralutc  earh  other;  but  the 
Constable,  observing  that  Eveline  divw  her  veil  more 
closely  around  her,  and  recollecting  the  loss  she  had 
10  lately  8uf>taincd  on  that  luckless  spot,  had  the  judg- 
laenf  to  confine  hia  greetina  to  a  mute  reverence,  so 
few  that  the  lofty  plume  which  he  wore,  (for  he  was 
now  in  complete  armour,)  min^^led  with  the  flowing 
Dine  of  his  gallant  horse.  Wilkin  Flanimock  next 
blted,  to  ask  the  lady  if  she  had  any  farther  com- 
Dinds. 

"Nooe^  good  Wilkin."  said  Eveline;  " but  to  be,  as 
Wfv tnjc  and  watchful." 

**Thc  properties  of  a  good  mastifii"  said  Flammock. 
*Some  rude  sagacity,  and  a  stout  hand  instead  of  a 
ihaipcaseof  teeth,  are  all  that  I  can  claim  to  be  added 
to  them— I  will  do  my  best— Fare  thee  well,  Roschen! 
niiou  art  going  among  strangers— forget  not  the  qua- 
lities which  made  thee  loved  at  home.  The  saints 
Wessthee-farewelir* 

The  steward  next  approached  to  take  his  leave,  but 
10  doing  so,  hsd  nearly  met  with  a  fatal  accident.  It 
htd  been  the  pleasure  of  Raotil,  who  was  in  his  own 
ifeposition  crossgrained,  and  in  person  rheumatic^  to 
aeoommodate  himself  with  an  old  Arab  horse,  which 
bid  been  kept,  for  the  aake  of  the  breed,  as  lean,  and 
iloMwt  as  lame  as  himself^and  with  a  temper  as  vi- 
nous as  that  of  a  fiend.  Betwixt  the  rider  and  the 
liorse  was  a  ctmstant  misunderstanding,  testlHcd  on 
Raool's  part  by  oaths,  rough  checks  with  the  curb, 
tnd  severe  digging  with  the  spurs,  which  Mohound 
(so  paganishly  waa  the  horse  named)  answered  by 
lihinging;  bounding,  and  endeavouring  by  all  expe- 
dients to  unseat  his  nder,  as  well  as  siriKiiig  and  lash- 
ing out  furiously  at  whatever  else  approached  him.  It 
i^aa  thought  by  many  of  the  hoiisehold,  that  Raoul 
IMferred  this  vicious  cross- tempered  animal  upon  all 
•eeasions  when  he  travelled  in  companv  with  his 
wife,  in* order  to  take  advantage  by  tHe  chance,  that 
owngst  the  various  kicka,  plunjtes,  gambades,  lash- 
ings out,  and  otlier  eccentricities  of  Maiiound,  his 
HHS  might  come  in  contact  with  Dame  Gillian's  nbs. 
And  now,  when  as  the  important  steward  spurred  up 
bis  palfrey  to  kiss  his  young  lady's  hand,  and  to  take 
his  Iea>'e,  it  seemed  to  the  Dystanderfi  as  if  Raoul  so 
manafsed  his  bridle  and  spur,  that  Mahound  yerked 
oat  his  hoofs  at  the  aaine  moment,  one  of  which 
coming  in  contact  with  the  steward's  thigh,  would 
htva  splimered  it  like  a  rotten  reed,  had  the  parties 
bem  a  couple  of  inches  nearer  to  each  other.  As  it 
wsa,  the  steward  susuined  considerable  damage; 
tod  they  that  observed  the  grin  upon  Raoul's  vinegar 
eoantcnance  entertained  little  doubt,  that  Mahound'a 
Ms  then  and  there  nvenged  ccrtam  nods,  winks,  and 
Wrsaibfid  smiles,  which  had  paased  beiwixt  the  gold- 
chained  functionary  and  the  coquettish  tirewoman 
•nee  the  pany  left  the  castle. 

Thia  incident  abrid^  the  painful  solemnity  of  part- 
ing betwixt  the  Lady  Evehne  and  her  dependants,  and 
leoRned  at  the  same  time  the  formality  of  her  meet- 
ing with  the  Constabks,  and,  as  it  were,  resigning 
kmdf  to  hia  protection. 

Hngo  de  Ijacy,  having  command^  six  of  his  men- 
at-arms  to  proceed  as  an  advanced-guard,  n^mained 
tiimaelf  to  see  the  steward  properly  deposited  on  a 
litter,  and  then,  with  the  rest  oi  his  followers,  marched 
in  military'  fashion  about  one  hundred  varas  in  the 
fcar  of  Lttdy  Eveline  and  her  retinue,  judiciously  fur- 
bearing  to  present  himself  to  her  society  while  she  was 
engaged  in  the  orisons  which  the  place  wherj  they 
met  naturally  suggested,  and  waiting  patiently  until 
the  elasticitv  of  youthful  temper  should  require  some 
4iiver8ioa  of  the  gloomy  thoughts  which  the  acene 


Guided  by  this  policy,  the  Constable  did  not  ap- 
proach the  ladies  until  the  advance  of  the  morning 
rendered  it  politeness  to  remind  them,  that  a  plcasan*. 
spot  for  breaking  their  fast  oecurred  in  the  neighbour- 
hood,  where  he  had  ventured  to  make  some  prepara- 
tions fur  rest  and  refreshment.  Immediately  after  the 
Lady  Eveline  had  intiinate<l  her  acceptance  of  thia 
courtesv.  they  came  in  sight  of  the  spot  he  alluded  to. 
marked  by  an  ancient  ook,  which,  spreading  its  broad 
branches  far  and  wide,  reminded  the  traveller  of  that 
of  Mamre,  under  which  celestial  beings  accepted  the 
hospitality  of  the  patriarch.  Across  two  of  these  huge 
projecting  arms  waa  flung  a  niece  of  rose-coloured 
sarnnet,  aa  a  canopy  to  kwp  oft'  the  morning  beams, 
which  were  already  rising  high.  Cushions  of  silk, 
interchanged  with  others  covered  with  the  furs  ot 
animals  of  the  chase,  were  arranged  round  a  repast, 
which  a  Norman  cook  hod  done  his  utmost  to  distin- 
guish, by  the  superior  delicacy  of  his  art,  from  the 
gross  meals  of  the  Saxons,  and  the  penurious  sim- 
plicity of  the  Welsh  tables.  A  fountain,  which  bubbled 
from  under  ajar^e  mossy  stone  at  some  distance,  re- 
freshed the  air  with  its  sound,  and  the  taste  with  its 
liquid  crystal ;  while,  at  the  same  time,  it  formed  a 
cisteni  for  cooling  two  or  three  flasks  of  Gascon  wine 
and  hippocras,  wnich  were  at  that  time  the  neccasary 
accompaniments  of  the  morning  meal 

When  Eveline,  with  Rose^  the  Confessor,  and  at 
some  farther  distance  her  faithful  nurse,  was  seated 
at  this  silvan  banquet,  the  leaves  rustling  to  a  gentle 
breeze,  the  water  bubblinc;  in  the  background,  the 
birds  twittering  around,  while  the  half-heard  sounds 
of  conversation  and  laughter  at  a  distance  announced 
that  their  guard  was  in  the  vicinhy,  she  could  nut  avoid 
making  the  Constable  some  natural  compliment  on 
his  hap(>y  selection  of  a  place  of  repose. 

"  You  do  me  more  than  justice,'' replied  the  Baron; 
"  the  spot  was  selected  by  my  nephew,  who  hath  a 
fancy  like  a  minstrel.  Myself  am  but  slow  in  imagining 
such  devices." 

Rose  looked  full  at  her  mistress,  as  if  she  endea- 
voured to  look  into  her  very  inmost  soul :  but  Eveline 
answered  with  the  utmost  simplicity,—  And  where- 
fore hath  not  the  noble  Damian  waited  to  ioin  us  at 
the  entertainment  which  he  hath  directed  ?^ 

"He  prefers  riding  onward,"  said  the  Baron,  "with 
some  light' horsemeu;  for^  notwithstanding  there  are 
now  no  Welsh  knaves  stu-ring,  yet  the  marches  are 
never  free  from  robbers  and  outlaws;  and  though 
there  is  nothing  to  fear  for  a  band  like  ours,  yet  you 
should  not  be  alarmed  even  by  the  approach  of  dan- 
ger." 

"  I  have  indeed  seen  but  too  much  of  it  lately,"  said 
Eveline :  and  relapsed  into  the  melancholy  mood  A^m 
which  the  novelty  of  the  scene  had  for  a  moment 
awakened  her. 

_  Mean  while,  the  Constable,  removing,  with  the  as- 
sistance of  his  squire,  his  mailed  hood  and,  its  steel 
crest,  as  well  as  his  gauntlets,  remained  in  his  flexible 
coat-of-mail,  composed  entirely  of  rings  of  steel  curi- 
ously interwoven,  his  handa  bare,  and  his  brows  co- 
vered with  a  velvet  bonnet  of  a  peculiar  fashion, 
appropriated  to  the  use  of  knights,  and  called  a  mor- 
tUr^  which  permitted  him  both  to  converse  and  to  cat 
more  easily  than  when  he  wore  the  full  defensive 
armour.  His  discourse  was  plain,  sensible,  and  manly ; 
and,  turning  upon  the  sute  of  the  country,  and  the 
precautions  to  be  observed  for  governing  and  defeiid 
ing  so  disordej-ly  a  frontier,  it  became  gradually  in- 
teresting to  Eveline,  one  of  whose  warmest  wishes 
was  to  be  the  protectress  of  her  father's  vassals.  De 
LacT,  oil  his  part,  seemed  much  pleased  y  for.  yoimg 
as  Eveline  was,  her  questions  sliowed  intelligence, 
and  her  mode  of  answering,  both  apprehension  and 
docility.  In  short,  familiarity  was  so  far  established 
betwixt  thfm,  that,  in  the  next  stage  of  their  journey, 
the  Constabh;  seemed  to  think  his  appropriate  place 
was  at  the  Lady  Eveline's  bridle-rein ;.  and  although 
she  certainly  did  not  countenance  his  attendance, 
yet  neither  did  she  seem  willing  to  discourage  it— 
Himaelf  no  ardent  lover,  although  captivated  buth 
with  the  beauty  and  the  amiable  qualities  of  the  fair 
orphan,  De  Lacy  was  satisfied  witli  being;  endured  as 
a  compaiuoi^  and  mai^  ^a  ^Sotva  \o  VDoayni*^  ^^^ 
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opportunity  which  this  fnmiliority  afli)r(lpd  him,  by  re- 
curring to  any  of  the  topics  of  the  prt'CMiinj;  day. 

A  huh  was  made  at  noon  in  a  Hiiiall  vilin;;rp,  whrrp 
the  »ainr  jnirwyor  had  made  nrfparalioiis  for  their 
nccotninodation,'andPHrlicularly  Itir  ihat  of  the  Lady 
Evehnc ;  but,  Bonn'tliinff  t«>  her  8ur,jri»',  h«»  hiniiwlf 
remainLiJ  invisible.  Theronversation  of  the  (Nonstable 
of  Chostor  was,  d<Mibtle«s,  in  the  hiirhest  degree  in- 
structive: but  at  Rvehiiv'd  yearn,  a  ni:iid<.:n  inif:ht  t>c 
excu8t>d  tor  winhin:;  somo  addition  to  the  society  in 
the  pt-rson  of  a  younger  and  less  serious  attendant ; 
and  when  she  reroncnu*d  the  regularity  with  which 
Damiari  Lacy  had  hitherto  made  hifl  resji^rts  to  her, 
she  rnther  wondi;red  at  his  continued  absence.  Hut 
her  refltTtion  went  no  deei>er  th:in  the  passing  thought 
of  one  who  wa.H  not  qnite  so  much  deh.i{htr<i  with  her 
presi'Ut  compnny  as  not  to  believe  it  capable  of  an 
Rgreeabic  addition.  She  was  lending  a  patient  car  to 
the  account  which  the  ('onsiabl«»  gave  h«;r  of  the  de- 
scent and  |K.Kiignt>  of  a  gallant  knight  of  the  distin- 
guished family  of  Herbert,  at  who^e  casttlo  hi;  purposed 
to  repose  dunng  the  night,  when  one  of  the  n'tinuc 
aimounced  a  messenger  from  the  Lady  of  Boldring- 
ham. 

"My  honoured  father's  auni,"  said  Eveline,  arising 
to  tostlfy  that  rei«i)ect  for  age  and  ROationship  which 
tho  m.-inmrs  of  the  time  retjuirtKi. 

"  I  knew  not,"  said  the  Constable,  "  that  my  gal- 
lant friend  had  such  a  relative." 

•'She  was  mv  grnndinother's  sister,"  answercsd 
Rvelim\  "a  noble  Saxon  lady;  but  she  disHked  the 
match  loriued  with  a  IV()rmnn  house,  and  never  saw 
her  sister  nl'ter  the  period  of  her  marriage." 

She  broke  off  as  the  messenger,  who  had  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  steward  of  a  person  of  consetiuence, 
enterejl  their  presence,  and,  l>onding  his  km-e  revcrent- 
Iv.  delivered  a  letter,  which,  l»eing  examined  by  Father 
Aldrovand,  was  found  toeontain  the  following  invita- 
tion, expressird,  not  in  French,  then  the  general  lan- 
guage of  communication  amongst  the  gentry,  hut  in 
the  old  Saxon  language,  modihcd  as  it  now  was  by 
some  intermixture  of  French. 

"If  the  grand-daughter  of  Aelfneid  of  Baldringhani 
hath  so  miich  of  the  old  Saxon  strain  as  to  desire  to 
see  an  ancient  relation,  who  still  dwells  in  the  house 
of  her  forefathers,  and  lives  after  their  manner,  she  is 
thus  invited  to  repose  for  the  night  in  the  dwelling  of 
Ermengarde  of  tialdringham." 

"  Your  pleasure  will  b&  doubtless,  to  decline  the 
present  hospitality?"  saicf  the  Constable  de  Lacy; 
'  the  noble  Herbert  expects  us,  and  has  made  great 
preparation." 

"Vour  presence,  my  lord,"  said  Eveline,  "will 
more  than  console  him  for  my  absence.  It  is  fitting 
and  prrtper  that  I  should  mee:  my  aunt's  advances  to 
reconciliation,  since  she  has  condescended  to  make 
them." 

De  Lacy's  brow  was  slightly  clouded,  for  seldom 
had,  he  met  with  any  thing  approaching  to  contra- 
diction of  his  pleasure.  "I  pray  you  to  reflect.  Lady 
Eveline."  he  said,  "  that  your  aunt's  house  is  probably 
defenceless,  or  at  least  very  imperfectly  guarded.— 
Would  it  not  be  your  pleasure  that  I  should  continue 
mv  dutiful  attendance?" 

*Of  that,  my  lord,  mine  aunt  can,  in  her  own 
house,  be  the  sole  judge ;  and  methinks,  as  she  has 
not  deemed  it  necessary  to  reciuei^t  the  honour  of  your 
lordship's  company,  it  were  unbecoming  in  me  to 
permit  you  to  take  the  trouble  of  attendance :— you 
have  already  had  but  too  much  on  my  account." 

"  But  for  rne  sake  of  your  own  safety,  madam,"  said 
De  Lacy,  unwiHing  to  leave  his  charge. 

"  My  safely,  my  lord,  CB.nnot  be  endangered  in  the 
house  of  sfj  near  a  n>lative;  whatever  proiMiutions  she 
niav  take  on  her  own  behalf,  will  doubtlesis  be  amply 
sufficient  for  mine." 

"  I  hope  it  will  bo  found  so,"  said  De  Lary;  "  and  I 
will  at  least  add  to  them  the  security  of  a  patrol  around 
the  castle  during  your  abode  in  it."  He  stopped,  and 
then  proceeded  with  some  hesitation  to  exprei^s  his 
hope,  that  Eveline,  now  about  to  visit  a  kinswomiin 
whose  pnijudiccs  against  the  Norman  race  were  ge- 
hcrally  known,  would  be  on  her  guard  against  what 
■he  uiight  hear  upon  that  sutyjecC. 


Eveline  answered  with  digniiv,  that  the  daughtr. 
of  Raymond  BereniXT  was  uniiKely  to  listen  to  im 
opinions  wh'ch  would  artect  the  dignity  of  that  ffooa 
kni^'hi's  nation  and  descent ;  and  with  this  assumnct^ 
(he  CoMstalil'-  findiiii;  it  impossible  to  obtain  an^ 
which  had  more  special  reference  to  himself  and  kis 
suit,  was  compi  lied  to  remain  satisfied.  He  reool- 
lecrtird  also  that  the  castle  of  Herbert  was  within  ivo 
milcsi  of  the  habitation  of  the  Lady  of  Baldringhaoi, 
and  that  bis  trejjaralion  fn>m  Eveline  was  but  iurom 
night ;  yet  a  senst-of  theditference  U-iwixt  their  yean; 
and  |K  rhaps  of  his  own  dirflciency  in  those  lighter 
qualificaiions  by  wliich  the  female  heart  is  suppiDied 
to  be  most  fruiucntly  won,  rt'ndercd  even  this  teoi' 

Eorary  absence  matter  of  anxious  thrnight  and  appre> 
ension ;  so  that,  during  their  afternoon  journey.be 
rode  in  s>ilen^  by  Eveline's  sid«^  rather  meditating 
what  miifht  chance  to-morrow,  than  ondeayouring  to 
avail  himself  of  present  opportunity.  In  thisunsociil 
manner  they  travelled  on  until  tJie  point  was  rsacbed 
where  tluiy  wrre  to  separate  for  th<"  evening. 

This  was  an  elevated  spot,  from  which  thev  oould 
.•»ee,  on  the  right  hand,  the  castle  of  Amelot  Herbert, 
rising  highuiwn  an  eminonc^  with  all  its  Gothic  pio- 
nacles  and  turn?ts;  and  on  the  luft,  low-enibow«M 
amongst  oaken  w«x>ds,  the  rude  and  lonely  dwelliae 
in  which  the  Lady  of  Baldrimsham  atill  maintxiiwd 
the  ciistonii:  of  the  Anglo- Sa.\ona,, and  looked  with 
contempt  and  hatred  on  all  innovatroiis  that  had  been 
iiitri»iii!eed  since  the  battle  of  Hastinsrs. 

Here  the  Constable  De  Lacy,havin;z  charged  apirt 
of  his  men  to  attend  the  Lady  Eveline  to  tne  house 
of  her  relation,  and  to  keep  watch  around  it  with  the 
utmost  vigilnnce,  but  at  such  a  distance  as  niight  hoc 
eiveorteni'f  or  inconvenience  to  the  family,  kissed  lur 
hand,  and  took  n  reiiictant  leave.  Eveline  proceeded 
onwards  by  a  path  so  little  trodden,  as  to  show  the 
solitLry  condition  of  the  man«on  to  which  it  led. 
Large  kill'',  of  an  uncommon  and  valuable  breed, 
Were  fi^ciiint!  m  the  rich  pa.'^turrs  around;  and  now 
and  then  fallow  deer,  which  appeared  to  have  lost  the 
shyness  of  ihoir  nature,  tripped  across  the  gladesof 
the  woodland,  or  stood  and  lay  in  small  groups  under 
some  great  oak.  The  transient  pleasun.*  which  such  a 
scene  of  rural  quiet  was  calculated  to  afibrd,  changed 
to  more  serious  ft^lings,  when  a  sudden  turn  brou^t 
her  at  once  in  front  or  the  mansion-house,  ofwnkh 
she  had  seen  nothing  since  she  first  beheld  it  from 
the  point  when,'  she  p.irttxi  with  the  Constable,  and 
which  she  Irad  more  than  one  reason  for  regardiiig 
with  some  apprehension. 

The  house,  for  it  could  not  be  termed  a  castle^  was 
only  two  stories  high,  low  and  massively  built,  with 
doors  and  windows  fonning  the  heavy  round  arch 
which  is  usually  culled  Saxon ;— the  walls  weremu- 
tied  with  various  creeping  plants,  which  had  cnpt 
along  them  undisturbed— grass  grew  up  to  the  my 
threshold,  at  which  hung  a  buffalo's  horn,  susptiidad 
by  a  brass  chain.  A  massive  door  of  black  oak  closdd 
a  gate^  which  much  resembled  the  ancient  cntnoee 
of  a  ruined  sepid(!hre,  and  not  a  soul  appeared  to  te* 
knowledge  or  greet  iheir  arrival. 

"  Were  I  you,  my  Lady  Eveline,"  said  theoffiekw 
dame  Gillian,  ''  I  would  turn  bridle  yet ;  for  this  oM 
dungeon  seems  little  likely  to  afbid  food  ox  shelicr  u 
Chnstian  folks." 

Eveline  imp<)scd  silenceon  her  indiscreet  attendapt, 
though  herself  exchanging  a  look  with  Rose  whirh 
confessed  something  like  timidity,  as  she  conimaoded 
Kaoul  to  blow  the  horn  at  the  gate.  "I  have  beard," 
she  said,  "  that  my  aunt  loves  the  ancient  customi 
so  well,  that  she  is  loath  to  admit  into  her  halls  aaf 
thing  younger  tjian  the  time  of  Edwaid  the  Con* 
fessbr.'' 

Kaoul,  in  the  mean  time,  cursing  the  rude  instrunMOt 
which  bafHed  his  skill  in  sounding  a  regular  call,  aad 
gave  voice  only  to  a  tremendoos  and  discordant  roar, 
which  seemed  to  shake  the  old  walls,  thick  as  they 
wer^,  repeated  his  sunmions  three  time*  before  they 
obtained  admittance.  On  the  third  suundinA  die 
gate  opened,  and  a  numerous  retinue  of  servants  of 
both  sexes  appeared  in  the  dark  and  narrow  hall,  at 
the  upper  end  of  which  a  great  fiiv  of  wood  was  send- 
ing its  furnace-blast  up  an  antique  chimQey«  whoso 
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bnt,  as  extern  ive  as  that  of  a  modem  kitchen,  whs 
aiT«<d  over  with  ornaments  of  masfiive  stone,  and 
{arnishett  on  (he  top  with  a  lon;z  range  of  nicbeft,  fnmi 
»ch  of  which  frowned  the  in»Bj»e  of  aoine  Saxon 
«int,  whiisc  barbarous  name  was  scarce  to  be  found 
a  the  Romish  calendar. 

The  same  officer  who  had  brouKht  the  invitation 
Tom  his  lady  to  Kvehne,  now  stepped  forward,  as 
he  suppo8(.*fI,  to  aHsiMt  her  from  her  palfrey;  but  it 


thoir  persons  as  plain  as  if  (Saint  Mary  defend  usP 
ilicy  were  allofttther  without  garments!  And  seej 
Berwine,  these  gauds  on  the  ntrirk,  and  that  neck 
itself  uncoverc-d  as  low  as  the  shoulder— these  be  the 
inu8i*s  wbicJ!  strangers  have  brought  into  merry 
England!  and  this  pouch,  like  a  {^layer's  placket, 
hath  but  little  to  do  with  houscwilcry,  I  wot;  and 
the  daf^T^  roo,  like  a  glee-man's  wife,  that  rides  a 
munmimg  in  masculine  apparel— dost  thou  ever 


^.         .  .        ,  .  „ -^, ---J  ever  co 

t  in  reality  to  lead  it  by  the  bridle-rein  into  the  j  to  the  wars,  maiden,  that  thou  wearest  steel  at  tny 
pav«id  hall  itsilC  and  up  to  a  raised  platform,  or  dais,    girdle?" 


It  the  upper  end  of  which  she  was  at  length  permitted 
to  dismount.  Two  matrons  of  advanced  years,  and 
four  young  women  of  gentle  birih^  educated  by  the 
bounty  of  F.nnengarde,  attended  with  reverence  the 
irrival  of  her  kinswoman.  Eveline  would  have  in- 
luirtd  of  them  fur  her  grand-aunt,  but  the  matrons 
irith  much  respect  laid  their  tingiTS  on  their  mouths, 
M  if  to  enjoin  her  silence ;  a  gesture  which,  united  lo 
the  singularity  of  her  reception  in  other  respects,  still 
hrther  excited  her  curiosity  to  see  her  venerable 
triative. 

It  was  soon  gratified ;  for,  through  a  pair  of  fold- 
iig^donrs,  which  opened  not  far  from  the  pl.-itform  on 
irnic' 


Eveline,  equally  surprised  and  disobliged  by  tba 
depreciating  catalogue  of  her  appan'l.  replied  to  the 
last  question  with  some  spirit,— "The  mode  may 
have  altered,  madam ;  bur  I  only  wear  such  gar- 
ments us  are  now  worn  by  thofe  of  my  age  and  condi- 
tion. For  the  poniard,  may  it  please  vou,  it  is  not 
manjr  days  since  I  regardt>(l  it  as  the  last  resource 
betwixt  me  and  dishonour." 

"The  maiden  speaks  well  and  boldly,  Renvine," 
said  Dame  Kmiengarde;  "and,  in  truth,  pass  wo 
but  over  some  of  theee  vain  fripperies,  is  attired  in  a 
comely  fashion.— Thy  father,  I  near,  fell  knjght-lik« 
in  the  field  of  battle."^ 

"Ho  did  so,"  answered  Eveline  her  eyes  filling 
with  tears  at  the  recollection  of  her  recent  loss. 
1,  under  a  sprn-ies  of  canopy,  was  seatL-d  the  an-       "I  never  saw  him,"  continued  Dame  Ermengnrdc ; 
l^ady  of  Buldrin/zham.     rourscore  years  had  |  '*  he  carried  the  old  Nonnan  scorn  towards  the  Saxon 


stock,  whom  they  wed  but  for  what  they  can  make 
by  them,  as  the  bramble  clings  to  the  elm ;— nay, 
never  seek  to  vindicate  him,"  she  continued,  observ- 
ing  that  Eveihie  was  about  to  speak,  "I  have  knowoi 
the  Nonnan  spirit  for  many  a  year  ere  thou  wert 
bom."  , 

At  this  moment  the  steward  appeared  in  the  cham- 
ber, and,  after  a  long  genuflection.  ask»d  hia  lady's 
pleasure  concerning  the  guard  of  Norman  soldiers 
who  remained  without  the  mansion. 

"  Norman  soldiers  so  near  the  house  of  Baldring- 
h'am !"  said  the  old  lady,  fiercely;  "who  brings  theni 
hither,  and  for  what  purpose?" 

"Tncy  came,  as  I  think,"  said  the  sewer,  "to  wait 
on  and  guard  this  gracious  young  lady." 

"What,  mv  daughter,"  said  Ermeiigarde,  in  a  tone 
of  melancholy  reproach,  "darest  thoii  not  trust  thy- 


hich  she  stood,  she  was  ushered  into  a  large  low 
ipartment  hung  with  arras;  at  the  upper  end  of 
irhich,  under  a  sprn-ies  of  canopy,  was  seatL-d  the  an- 
nent  i<adv  of  Baldrinsham.  rourscore  years  hat. 
Dot  qiiencned  the  brightness  of  her  eyes,  or  bent  an 
nch  of  her  stately  height;  her  p^y  hair  was  still  so 
vofnse  OS  to  fomi  a  tier,  conibini-n  as  it  was  with  a 
^aplot  of  ivy  leaves;  her  long  dark-coloured  gown 
U[  in  ample  folds,  and  the  broiden-d  girdle,  which 
(athored  it  around  her,  was  fastem^d  by  a  buckle  of 
lold,  studded  with  precious  stoncsi,  which  were  worth 
in  Earl's  ransom ;  her  features,  ^hich  had  oiict  been 
leaotiful,  or  rather  majestic,  lK>re  still,  though  faded 
md  wrinkled,  an  air  of  melancholy  and  stem  grandeur, 
hmt  assortf.-d  well  with  her  garb  and  deportment.  She 
lad  a  staH'  of  ebony  in  her  hand :  at  her  feet  rested  a 
arae  aged  wolf-<log,  who  pricked  his  ears  and  bridled 
9>  ni«  neck,  as  the  step  ot  a  stranger,  a  sound  so  sel- 
bm  heard  in  those  halls,  approached  the  chair  in 
irhich  his  ageil  mistress  sat  motionless. 

**Pea<'e,  Thrynie,"  said  the  venerable  dame;  "and  ... 

hou.  duugliiiT  of  the  house  of  Raldrineham,  ap- 1  self  unguarded  for  one  night  in  tho  castle  of  thy  fore- 
nroach.  and  f«'ar  not  their  ancient  servant."  .  fathers?" 

The  hound  sunk  down  to  his  couchant  posture  |  " fkxi  forbid  else !"  said  Eveline.  "But  these  men 
vben  ohe  spoke,  and,  excepting  the  red  glare  of  his  i  ore  not  mine,  nor  under  mv  authority.  They  are  port 
•yes,  mi:^lit  have  sc^-iiicd  a  hieroglyphical  emblem,  J  of  the  train  of  the  Constafile  De  Lacy,  who  left  them 
yins  ai  the  fi«t  of  some  ancient  priestess  of  Woden  i  lo  watch  around  the  castle,  thinking  there  might  be 
ir  Kreyn ;  »o  strongly  did  thit  apfiearance  of  EmTcn-  '  danger  from  robbt>rs." 

earde,  with  her  rod  and  Iut  chaplet,  correspond  with  |  "Robbers,"  said  Ermcnganle,  "have never  harmed 
be  ideas  of  the  days  of  Paganism.  Yet  he  who  had  '  the  house  of  Buldriiigham,  since  a  Norman  robber 
hiis  det-med  of  hcT  would  have  done  therein  much  •  stole  from  it  its  U'st  treasure  in  the  person  of  thy 
njusticc  tu  a  venerable  Christian  matron,  who  had  j  grandmother.— And  so,  |)oor  b'uxl,  thou  art  already 
tiven  inanv  a  hide  of  land  to  holy  church,  in  honour  :  captive— unhappy  flurtercr!  But  it  is  thy  lot,  and 
»f  Go<l  and  Saint  Diinstan.  I  whercfore  sliould  1  wonder  or  repine?   When  was 

Ermengarde's  reciimon  of  Eveline  was  of  the  ;  there  fair  maiden  with  a  wealthy  cower,  but  she  waa 
lame  antiquated  and  formal  cast  with  her  mansion  |  en*  maturity  dcsiim^  to  be  the  blave  of  some  of  thoee 
ind  her  exit  rior.  Shedtd  not  at  first  arisi^  from  her  j  petty  kin^s,  who  allow  us  to  call  nothing  ours  that 
leat  when  tlw  uoble  maiden  approach(.-d  her,  nor  did  ,  their  passions  can  covet?  Well— I  cannot  aid  thcc— 
iheeven  admit  her  to  the  saluie  which  shendvan<*ed  ,  1  am  but  a  poor  and  nef;li-cted  woman,  fe<4>le  both 
o  offer;  tuii,  laying  her  hand  on  Eveline's  arm,  |  fiom  aox  and  aue.— .And  lo  which  of  these  Dc  Lacya 
itopped  h«'r  as  she  advanced,  and  perused  hercounte-  I  art  thou  the  destined  houi?ehold  drudge?" 
lance  with  an  earnest  and  unsparing  eye  of  minute  |  A  question  so  atikcd,  and  by  one  whose  prejudicea 
ibsc  rvation.  |  were  ^f  such  a  detcnnincd  character,  was  not  likely 

**  Berw-ne,"  she  said  lo  the  most  favoured  of  the  |  to  draw  from  Eveline  any  confession  of  the  real  cir^ 
:wo  ntteiKiants,  "our  niece  hath  the  skin  and  eyes  of  cumslances  in  which  she  was  placed,  since  it  waa 
iie  Sax4»n  hue;  but  the  hue  of  h'^r  eve-brows  and  but  too  plain  her  Saxon  relation  could  have  afforded 
lair  is  from  the  fon:igner  and  alien.— Thou  art,  never-  i  her  neither  sound  couiim;1  nor  useful  assistance.  Sho 
ihi-iess,  welcome  lo  my  house^  maiden,"  she  added,  ■  replied  therefore  briefly,  that  as  the  Lacys,  and  the 
iddressing  Eveline,  "es|>eciaily  if  thou  canst  bear  to  NormanH  in  general,  were  unwelcome  to  her  kin»- 
lear  that  thou  art  not  absolutely  a  perfect  creature,  as 
ioubtli-r^fl  iheec  flatterers  around  thee  have  taught 
}htv  to  Mieve." 

So  flaying,  she  at  lensh  arose,  and  saluted  her  niece 
irith  a  kiss  on  the  forehead.  She  released  her  not, 
liowfver.  Irorn  her  grasp,  but  procc<Hled  to  give  the 
Itteinioii  to  her  garnienis  which  she  had  hithtrlo 
Mstowed  *M>on  her  features. 

*  Saint  Dunstan  ki*efj  us  from  vanity !"  she  said; 


woman,  she  would  entreat  of  the  commander  of  tho 
patrol  to  withdraw  it  from  the  neighbourhood  of  Baid- 
ringham. 

•'^Not  so,  my  niece,"  said  the  old  ladv;  "as  we 
cannot  escape  the  Norman  neigh bonrhooif,  or  get  be- 
yond the  sound  of  their  cu:  Oiw,  it  signifies  not  whether 
they  be  near  our  walii*  or  more  for  off  so  that  they 
enter  them  not.— And,  Berwine,  bid  Hundwolf  drench 

^  .    ,    the  Normans  with  liquor  and  gorge  them  with  food 

*and  so  this  is  the  new  guise— and  modest  maidens    —food  of  the  best,  and  liquor  ojf  the  strongest.    Let 
vaar  such  Uuiica  aji  liieaM,  jbowing  the  ihape  of  i  tlicm  out  say  tb«  old  Sozon  hug  >8  churlish  of  her  luia- 
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pitaJity.    Broach  a  piece  of  wine,  tot  I  warrant  thcir 
gentle  stomachs  brook  no  ale." 

Berwinc^  her  huge  bunch  of  keys  janfflinff  at  her 
£^nllti,  withdrew  to  give  the  ncoi»wary  dirct'tionti,  and 
presently  returned.  Mean  while  Kri*icngonle  pro- 
ceeded to  question  her  niece  more  closely.  "Is  it  that 
thou  wilt  not,  or  canst  not,  tell  me  to  which  of  the 
De  Lacys  thou  art  to  be  bondswoman  7— to  the  over- 
weening Constable,  who,  sheathed  in  impenetrable 
armour,  and  mounted  on  a  swift  and  strong  horse  as 
invulnerable  as  hunself,  takes  pride  that  he  rides  down 
and  stabs  at  his  ease,  and  with  perftci  safety,  the 
naked  Welshmen  ?— or  ia  it  to  his  nephew,  the  beard- 
less Darnian  7— or  must  thy  possessions  fo  lo  mend 
a  breach  in  the  fortunes  of  that  other  cousin,  Randal 
Lacy,  the  decayed  reveller,  who,  th**y  say  can  no 
longer  ruffle  it  among  the  debauched  crusaders  for 
want  of  means?" 

/'My  honoured  aunt,"  replied  Eveline,  naturally 
displeased  with  this  discourse,  "  to  none  of  the  Lacys. 
and  I  trust  to  none  other.  Saxon  or  Norman,  will 
your  kinswoman  become  a  household  drudge.  There 
was,  before  the  death  of  my  honourable  father,  some 
treaty  betwixt  him  and  the  Constablt*,  on  which  ac- 
count I  cannot  at  present  decline  his  at  tendance  t  but 
what  maybe  tlie  issue  of  it,  fate  must  di^termine. 

"  But  f  can  show  thee,  niece,  how  the  balance  of 
fate  inclines,"  said  Ermenjgardc,  in  a  low  and  mys- 
terious voice.  "  Those  united  with  us  by  blood  have, 
in  some  sort,  the  privilt^e  of  looking  forward  beyond 
the  p<iints  of  present  time,  and  seeing  in  their  very  bud 
the  thorns  or  flowers  which  are  one  day  to  encircle 
their  head." 

"  For  my  own  sake,  noble  kinswoman,"  answered 
Eveline,  "I  would  decline  such  foreknowledge,  even 
were  it  possible  to  acquire  it  without  trangressing  the 
rules  of  the  Church.  Could  I  have  foreseen  what  has 
befallen  me  within  these  last  unhappy  day^  I  had  lost 
the  enjoyment  of  every  happy  moment  beibre  that 
time." 

, "  Neverthdess,  daughter,"  said  the  Lady  of  Bakl- 
ringham,  "  thou,  like  others  of  thy  race,  must  withia 
this  house  confonn  to  the  rule,  ol  passing  one  ni/tht 
within  the  chamber  of  the  Ked-Finger.^Berwme, 
,tee  that  it  be  prepared  fi>r  my  niece's  reception." 

"I— I— have  neard  apeak  of  tliat  chanibci,  gracbui 
■lint,"  said  Eveline,  timidly,  **and  if  it  may  consist 
with  your  good  pleasure,  1  would  not  now  choose  to 
pass  the  night  there.  My  health  has  suffered  by  niv 
late  perils  and  fatif^ues,  and  with  yourgood-will  I  will 
delay  to  another  tmie  the  usage,  which  I  have  heard 
is  peculiar  to  the  daughters  of  the  house  of  Bakiring^ 
ham." 

"And  which,  notwithstanding,  you  would  willingly 
BToid."  said  the  old  Saxon  lady,  bending  her  brows 
angnl  V.  "  Has  not  sudi  disobedience  cost  your  house 
enough  already  7" 

,*^  Indeed,  honoured  and  prions  lady,"  said  Ber- 
wine,  unable  to  forbear  interference,  thougii  well 
knowing  the  obsiinacv  of  her  patroness,  "that  cham- 
ber IS  in  disrepair,  and  cannot  easily  on  a  sudden  be 
made  fit  for  the  Lady  Eveline;  and  the  noble  damsel 
lopks  so  pale,  and  hath  lately  suffered  so  much,  that, 
jnight  I  have  the  permission  to  advise,  this  were  better 
delayed." 

"Thou  art  a  fool,  Bcrwine  "  said  the  old  lady, 
•temly;  "thinkesi  thou  1  will  bring  anger  and  mis- 
fortune on  my  house,  by  suffering  this  girl  to  leave  it 
without  rendering  the  usual  homage  to  the  Red-Fin- 
ffcr?  Go  to— let  the  room  be  made  ready— small  pre- 
paration may  serve,  if  she  cherish  not  the  Norman 
nicely  about  bed  and  lodging.  Do  not  reply ;  but  do 
as  I  command  thee.— And  you,  Eveline— are  you  bo 
far  degenerated  from  the  brave  spirit  of  your  ancestry 
that  you  dare  not  pass  a  few  hours  in  an  ancient  apart- 
mcnt  7" 

"  You  are  my  hostess,  gracious  madam,"  said  Eve- 
line, "and  must  assign  my  apartment  where  you 
fudge  proper— my  courave  is  such  as  innocence  and 
•ome  pride  of  blood  and  birth  have  given  me.  It  has 
been,  of  late,  severely  tri«i  i  but,  since  such  is  your 
pleasure,  and  the  custom  or  your  liouse,  my  heart  is 
yet  strong  enough  to  encounter  what  you  propose  to 
^*^'  otmeio." 


She  paused  here  in  di^ileafliret  forane  resented,  ia 
,  some  mcasum,  her  aunt's  uooduct,  as  unkind  and  in- 
,  hospitable.  And  yet  when  she  reflected  upon  tk 
fbundati<m  of  the  legend  of  the  chamber  to  which  At 
was  consigned,  slie  could  not  but  rc^ld  the  Ladrof 
Baldringham  as  having  constderable  reason  for  ur 
conduct,  according  to  the  traditions  of  the  family,  sod 
the  belief  of  the  Uuiea,  in  which  Evelioe  henelf  nm 
devout 


CHAPTER  XIV. 

Bnmetimm.  methinks,  1  hnr  the  i 

TlH*n  liollow  aounrii  ami  ImnenUMfl 

Ttwn,  like  a  drinff  ediu  fVfHD  aftir. 

My  motlivr**  voice,  Itiat  cries. "  wed  not.  Al—yds 

Fecewaned,  Ahnejrda,  marriafe  ia  thy  crime.'* 

The  evening  at  Baldringham  wonld  have  aenmi 
of  portentous  and  unendurable  length*  bad  it  not  bsit 
that  apprehended  danger  makes  time  pass  ouieUf 
betwixt  us  and  the  dreaded  hour»  mmI  that  if  EveUos 
felt  little  interested  or  amused  by  the  coiiwrsati'jo  of 
her  aunt  and  Berwine,  which  tiurnMl  apon  the  loag 
deduction  of  their  ancestors  from  the  waiiikc  Hdna, 
and  the  feato  of  Saxon  chainpioas.  and  the  mira^ 
cles  of  Saxon  monks,  she  was  stOl  better  pfeaaed 
to  listen  to  these  k'gends.  than  to  aatidpate  kir 
retreat  to  the  destined  and  dreaded  apaitineni  whoa 
she  was  to  pass  the  night  There  barked  not,  how- 
ever, such  amusement  as  the  house  of  Bakfringhaa 
could  afford  to  poas  away  the  evening.  Blessed  by 
a  grave  old  Su.xon  monk*  the  chaplain  of  ibe  hoia^ 
a  sumptuous  entertainment  which  might  havesof* 
fioed  twenty  huogry  men,  was  served  up  before  E^ 
mengarde  and  her  niece,  whose  sole  assistants,  be* 
sides  the  reverend  man,  were  Berwine  and  Bott 
Pbimmttck.  Eveline  was  the  less  incbned  lo  do 
justice  to  thii$  excess  of  hospitality^  that  the  diibia 
were  all  of  the  gross  and  substantial  nahiXB  which 
the  Saxons  admired,  but  which  coatraeted  disadvai- 
lageously  with  the  refined  and  deUcatc  cookery  of 
the  Normans,  as  did  the  moderate  cup  of  light  ami 
high-flu s'oureu  Gascon  wine,  tempered  with  mofs 
than  half  its  quantity  of  the  purest  water,  with  lbs 
mighty  ale^  the  high-spiced  pw^ment  and  bippoam 
and  the  other  potent  liquors,  whicU  one  after  an^- 
ther,  were  in  vain  piufTered  for  her  acceptance  by  tba 
steward  HundwolJ^  iu  honour  of  the  hospitality  of 
Baldringham. 

Neither  were  the  statiHi  amusements  of  the  even- 
ing more  congenial  to  Evdiix^'s  taste,  than  the  pro- 
fusion of  h<.T  aunt's  solid  refection.  When  the  boiudi 
and  tresses,  on  which  the  viands  had  been  aervciL 
were  withdrawn  from  the  apartment,  the  meniili^ 
under  direction  of  the  steward,  proceeded  to  light 
several  long  waxen  torche^  one  of  which  wos  graioH 
ated  for  the  purpose  of  marking  the  passing  time, and 
dividing  it  into  portions.  These  wt>rc  announced  by 
means  of  brnsen  bails,  suspended  by  threads  fitn 
!  the  torch,  the  spaces  betwixt  thern  being  cnlcnUted 
to  occupy  a  cenain  time  in  burning ;  so  that,  when 
the  flame  reached  the  thread,  and  the  balls  fell,  each 
in  succession,  in  to  a  braaen  basin,  plact>d  for  its  recsp* 
tion,  the  office  of  a  modem  clock  was  in  tvome  degres 
discharged.  By  this  light  the  party  was  arrongra  for 
the  evening. 

Tlie  ancient  Ermengarde*s  lofty  and  amole  chiir 
was  removed,  acconling  to  ancient  custom^  from  the 
middle  of  the  apsrtment  to  the  warmest  side  of  a 
large  grate,  filloa  with  charcoal,  and  her  gtieat  was 
placed  on  her  right,  as  the  seat  of  honour.  Berwina 
then  arranced  in  duo  order  the  females  of  the  houae- 
hokl,  and  having  seen  that  each  was  engaged  with 
her  own  proper  task,  sat  herself  down  to  ply  the  spia- 
dle  and  distaff.  The  men,  in  a  more  remote  cim 
betook  themselves  to  the  repairing  of  their  imple- 
ments of  husbandry,  or  new  furbishing  wenponsof 
the  chase,  under  the  direction  of  the  steward  Hund- 
wolf.  Fur  the  amusement  of  the  family  thus  aseem- 
blinJ,  an  old  glee- man  sung  to  a  harp,  which  had  but 
four  strings,  a  long  and  apparently  interminable  le< 
gend.  upon  aome  religious  subject,  which  was  ren- 
dersd  aunoM  winteilieihie  lo  EveUiw,  by  Um  eiinnt 
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■lid  compliuited  affectation  of  the  poet,  who,  in  order 
to  indul^  in  the  alliteration  which  wan  accounted 
one  Rreot  ornament  of  Saxon  poetry,  had  sacrificed 
mane  to  sound,  and  iu<ed  worna  in  the  most  forcrd 
and  remote  acnee,  provided  (hoy  could  he  coinpellc*d 
inio  his  aervicc.  There  was  also  ail  the  ohscurity 
•rising;  from  elision,  and  from  the  most  extravagant 


I  hyperbolical  epirhets. 
reune,  ihuuch  well  a   . 
languajn*,  soon  left  off  listening  to  the  singer,  to  re- 


Eveune,  ihuuchi  well  acquainted  with  the  Saxon 


fleet  fur  a  moment  on  the  ^yjabliaux anaimagina- 
live  iau  of  the  Norman  minstrels,  and  then  to  anti- 
dpate,  with  anxious  apprehension,  what  nature  of 
visitation  she  might  be  exposed  to  m  the  mysterious 
cbanilier  in  which  she  was  doomed  to  pass  the  nieiit. 

The  hour  of  parting  at  length  approachinl.  At  naif 
an  hour  before  midnight,  a  period  ascertained  by  the 
consumption  of  the  huge  waxen  torch,  the  ball  which 
was  secured  to  it  fell  clanging  into  the  bracen  basin 
placed  beneath,  and  announced  to  all  the  hour  of  rest. 
The  old  glee-man  paused  in  his  song  instantaneously. 
and  in  the  middle  of  a  stanza,  and  the  househoia 
vrere  all  on  foot  at  the  signal,  some  retiring  to  their 
own  apartments,  others  lighting  torches  or  bearing 
lamps  to  conduct  the  visiters  to  tneir  places  of  repose. 
Among  these  last  was^  a  bevy  of  bower- women,  to 
whom  the  duty  was  assigned  of  oonveving  the  Lady 
Eveline  to  her  chamber  for  the  night.  Her  aunt  took 
asolfnin  leave  of  her,  crossed  her  forehead,  kiased  it, 
■nd  whisT>ered  in  her  car,  '*Be  courageous,  and  be 
fgnuoale." 

"'May  not  my  bower-maiden.  Rose  Flammock,  or 
my  tirewoman,  Dame  Gilhan,  Raoul'a  wife,  remain 
in  the  apartment  with  me  for  this  night  ?"  said  Eve- 

**Flammock— Raoul!"  repeated  Ermengarde,  an- 
grily; *' is  thy  household  thus  made  up?  The  Fle- 
mings are  the  cold  palsy  to  Britain,  the  Normans 
the  burning  fever  .*" 

"And  the  poor  Welsh  will  add,"  said  Rose,  whose 
iCKnlment  began  to  surpass  her  awe  for  the  ancient 
Sixon  dame,  that  the  Anglo-Saxons  were  the  ori- 
pul  disease,  and  resemble  a  wastins  pestilence.'* 

**Thou  art  too  bold,  awcetheart, '  said  the  Lady 
Ermengarde,  looking  at  the  Flemish  maiden  from 
under  ner  dark  brows ;  "  and  yet  there  is  wit  in  thy 
words.  Saxon,  Dane,  and  Norman,  have  rolled  like 
tacessivc  billows  over  the  land,  each  having  atrength 
0  suIkJuu  what  they  lacked  wisdom  to  keep.  When 
hall  it  be  otherwise?" 

**Whi'n  Sa.xon,  and  Briton,  and  Norman,  and 
leming."  answered  Rose  boldly,  "shall  learn  to 
all  chemwives  by  one  name,  and  think  themselves 
like  children  of  the  land  they  arc  bom  in." 

**Ha!'  exclaimed  the  Lady  of  Baldringham.  in 
te  tone  of  one  half  surprised,  hulfpleasra.  Then 
miing  to  her  relation,  she  said,  "  There  are  words 
nd  wit  in  this  maiden ;  see  that  she  use,  but  do  not 
biuvf  them." 

"  8 he  is  as  kind  and  faithful,  as  she  is  promnt  and 
body- wit  toil,"  said  Eveline.  "I  pray  you.  dearest 
unl,  let  me  use  her  company  for  this  night. 

"It  may  not  be—  it  were  dangerous  to  both.  Alone 
00  must  li.>arn  your  destiny,  as  have  all  the  females 
{  our  race,  exr(>pting  your  graiMJmother :  and  what 
lave  been  the.  conseqiicncea  of  her  neglectinu  the 
ules  of  otir  house?  Lo!  her  descendant  starios  bc- 
9W  nic  an  or^ihan,  in  the  very  bloom  of  youth." 

"I  will  go  tlien,",  soid  Eveline,  with  a  sigh  of 
c«ii;nBiion;  *'and  it  shall  never  be  said  1  incurred 
uftire  wo,  to  slum  present  terror." 

'*Voiir  attendants."  said  the  Lady  Ermengnrde, 
*may  occupy  the  anteroom,  and  be  almost  within 
*our  call.    B#.'rwiiie  will  show  you  the  ai«rtment— 

cannot ;  for  tpc,  ihmi  knowest,  who  have  once 
ntered  it,  return  not  thither  agnin.  Farewell,  my 
rhild.  and  may  heaven  bless  thee !" 

With  more  of  human  emotion  and  sympathy  than 
the  had  y*  t  shown,  the  lady  again  saluted  Eveline, 
md  sign«l  to  htT  to  follow  BiTwine^  who,  attended 
>y  two  daniKi-ls  bearing  ton:hes,  waited  to  conduct 
ler  to  the  dn-uded  apartment. 

Their  torches  glared  along  the  rudely  built  walls 
uid  dark  arclifid  rooit  of  imw  or  tvfo  bng  windina 


passages;  these  by  their  light  enabled  them  to 
descend  the  steps  of  a  winding  stair,  whose  in- 
equality and  ruggcnlness  showed  its  antiquity;  and 
finally  led  into  a  tolerably  lante  chamber  on  the 
lower  story  of  tlie  edifice,  to  which  Sfiine  old  liang- 
ings,  a  lively  fire  on  the  hearth,  the  moonbeams  steal- 
ing through  a  latoced  window,  and  the  bougl.s  of  a 
myrtle  plant  whicn  grew  around  the  casement,  gave 
no  uncomfortable  appearance. 

"This,"  said  Berwine,  "is  the  resting-place  of 
your  attendants,"  and  she  pointed  to  the  couches 
which  had  been  prepared  for  Rose  and  Dame  Gil- 
lian;  "  we,"  she  added,  "proceed  farther." 

She  then  took  a  torch  from  the  attendant  niaidcni 
both  of  whom  se<*nied  to  shrink  bock  with  fear, 
which  WHS  readily  caught  by  Dame  Uiliian,  although 
she  was  not  probably  aware  of  the  cause.  But  Rose 
Flammock,  unbidden,  followed  her  mistress  without 
hesitatwn,  as  Bcrwinc  conducted  her  through  a  small 
wicket  at  the  tipper  end  of  the  apartment,  clenched 
with  many  an  inm  nail,  into  a  second  but  smaller 
anteroom  or  wardrobe,  at  the  end  of  which  was  a 
similar  door.  This  wardrobe  had  also  its  cast>menc 
mantled  with  evergreens,  and,  like  the  former,  it  was 
faintly  enlightened  by  the  moonbeam. 

Berwine  paused  here,  and  pointing  to  Rose,  de- 
manded of  Eveline,  "  W  hy  does  the  follow  ?" 

"To  share  my  mistress's  danser,  be  it  what  it 
may,"  answered  Rose,  with  her  characteristic  readi- 
ness of  speech  and  resolution.  "  SpeaK."  she  said, 
"my  dearest  lady,"  grasping  Eveline's  hand,  while 
she  addressed  her;  You  will  not  drive  your  Rose 
from  you  7    If  I  am  less  high-mindo<I  than  one  of 

Kour  Doaated  race,  I  am  bold  and  quick -witted  in  all 
oneet  service.— You  tremble  like  ine  aspen !  Do  not 
SO  into  this  apartment— do  not  l>c  gulled  by  oil  this 
pomp  and  mystery  of  terrible  prepanirion ;  bid  defi- 
ance to  this  antiquated,  and,  I  think,  half-pagan 
superstition." 

''  The  Lady  Eveline  must  go,  minion,"  replied  Ber- 
wine, sternly;  "and  she  must  go  without  any  mala- 
pert adviser  or  companion." 

"Must  go— 71111*/  go  I"  repeated  Rose;  "is  this 
language  to  a  free  and  noble  maiden  ?— Sweet  lady, 
(rive  me  once  but  the  least  hint  that  you  wish  it.  and 
their  ^must  g:^'  shall  be  put  to  the  trial.  I  will  call 
from  the  casement  on  the  Norman  cavaliers,  and  tell 
ihem  we  have  fallen  into  a  den  of  witches,  instead 
of  a  house  of  hospitality." 

"Silence,  madwoman!"  snid  Berwine,  her  voice 

auivering  with  angiT  and  fear;  "you  know  not  who 
wells  in  the  next  chambtr!" 

"  I  will  call  those  who  will  soon  sec  to  that,"  saki 
Rose,  flying  to  the  casement,  when  Eveline,  seizing 
her  ann  in  her  turn,  compelled  her  to  stop. 

"I  thank  thy  kindness,  Rose,"  she  said,  "but 
it  cannot  help  me  in  this  matter.  She  who  enteni 
ponder  door,  must  do  so  alone." 

"Then  I  will  enter  it  in  your  stead,  my  dearest 
lady,"  said  Rose.  "  You  are  pale— you  are  c<>Id— 
you  will  die  of  terror  if  you  go  on.  Them  may  be 
as  much  of  trick  as  of  supernatural  agency  in  thia 
matter— me  they  shall  not  deceive— or  if  some  stem 
spirit  craves  a  victim,— l>etter  Rose  than  her  lady." 

"Forbear,  forbear, '  saki  Eveline,  rousing  up. her 
own  siiihtn;  "you  make  me  ashamed  or  myself. 
This  is  an  ancient  ordeal,  which  regards  the  fenialea 
descemled  from  the  house  of  Baldringham  as  far 
Ds  in  the  third  degree,  and  them  only.  I  did  not 
indeed  cxpwt,  in  my  present  circum8Iance^  to  have 
becu  calkd  upon  to  undt^riroit;  but  ^ince  the  hour 
Bumnions  me,  I  will  mtot  it  as  freely  as  any  of  my 
ancestors." 

So  saying,  she  took  the  torch  from  the  hand  of 
Berwine,  and  wishing  good-night  to  her  and  Rose, 
gently  disengaged  herself,  from  the  hold  of  the  latter, 
ami  advanc(*d  Into  the  mysterious  chamber.  Rose 
pressed  after  her  so  far  as  to  see  that  it  was  an 
apartment  of  modiTnie  dimensions,  resembling  that 
through  which  they  had  last  passed,  and  lighted  by 
the  moon  bell  ms,  which  came  through  a  window 
lying  on  the  same  range  with  those  of  the  anterooms. 
More  she  could  not  see,  for  Eveline  tnrned  on  the 
thrcaholdt  and  kiaaiiig  her  at  the  sama  \m^  ll^nwi 


TALES  OF  THE  CRUSADERS. 


[Chap.  XIT. 


her  sently  back  into  the  smaller  apartment  which 
she  had  just  left,  shut  the  door  of  communication, 
and  barred  and  bolted  it,  as  if  in  security  against  her 
well-meant  intrusion. 

Bcrwinf  now  exhorted  Rose,  as  she  valued  her 
life,  to  retire  into  the  first  anlorooni,  where  the  beds 
were  pn-pan-d,  and  betake  herselfl  if  not  to  rest,  at 
least  to  silence  and  devotion ;  but  the  faithful  Flemish 
fnrl  stoutly  refused  her  entreaties,  and  resisted  her 
commands. 

"Talk  not  to  me  of  danger,"  she  said;  "here  I 
reniuin,  thnt  I  may  be  nt  lenst  within  hearini;  of  mv 
mistn-^ii's  danger,  and  wo  betide  thos<*  who  shaU 
offer  her  injury  1— Take  notice,  that  twenty  Norman 
spears  surround  this  inhospitable  dweliinp;,  prompt 
to  avenge  whatsoever  injury  shall  be  offered  to  the 
daughter  of  Raymond  Bcrenffer." 

"Reserve  your  threats  for  those  who  are  mortal," 
said  Bcrwine,  in  a  low,  but  piercing  whisp^T;  "the 
owner  of  yonder  chamber  fears  them  not.  Farewell 
—thy  danger  be  on  thine  own  head !" 

She  depirted  leaving  Rose  strangelv  aq;itated  by 
what  had  passed,  and  s<jmrwhat  appalled  at  her  last 
words.  "These  Saxons,"  said  the  maiden,  within 
hers«'lf,  "are  but  half  cx)n verted  after  all,  and  hold 
many  of  their  old  hellish  rites  in  the  worship  of  eie- 
mentar>'  spirits.  Their  very  saints  are  unlike  to  the 
saints  of  any  Christian  countr>',  and  have,  as  it  were, 
a  look  of  somerhiiiK  savage  and  fiendish— their  very 
names  sound  pagan  and  dmbolical.  It  is  fearful  l>eing 
alone  here— and  all  is  silent  as  death  in  the  apartment 
into  which  my  lady  has  been  thus  strangely  com- 
pelled. Shall  I  call  up  Gillian?— but  no— she  has 
neither  sense,  nor  courage,  nor  principle,  to  aid  me  on 
■uch  an  occasion— better  alone  than  have  a  false 
friend  for  company.  I  will  see  if  the  Normans  are 
on  their  post,  since  it  is  to  them  I  must  trust,  if  a 
moment  of  need  should  arrive." 

Thus  retlcctmg.  Rose  Flam  mock  wont  to  the  win- 
dow of  the  little  apartment,  in  order  to  satisfy  herself 
of  the  vigilance  of  the  sentmels,  and  to  ascertain  the 
exact  situation  of  the  corps  dc  garde.  The  moon 
was  at  the  full,  and  enabled  her  to  see  with  accuracy 
the  nature  of  the  ground  without.  In  the  first  place, 
•he  was  rather  disappointed  to  ffnd,  that  instead  of 
being  so  near  the  earth  as  she  supposed,  the  range  of 
windows,  which  gave  light  as  well  to  the  two  ante- 
rooms as  tothemysteriouschamberitself^  looked  down 
upon  an  ancient  moat,  by  which  they  were  divided 
from  t  ho  level  ground  on  the  farther  side.  The  defence 
which  this  fosse  affi^rdcd  seemed  to  have  been  long 
neglected,  and  the  bottom,  entirely  dry,  was  choked 
in  many  places  with  bushes  and  low  trees,  which 
rose  up  af^inst  the  wall  of  ilie  castle,  and  by  means 
of  which  It  seemed  to  Rose  the  windows  might  be 
easily  scaled,  and  the  mansion  entered.  From  the 
level  plain  beyond,  the  space  adjoining  to  the  castle 
was  in  a  considerable  degree  clear,  and  the  moon- 
beams slumbered  on  its  close  and  beautiful  turf,  mixed 
with  long  shadows  of  the  towers  and  trees.  Beyond 
this  esplanade  lay  the  forest  ground,  with  a  few  gigan- 
tic oaks  scattered  individually  along  the  skirt  of  its 
dark  and  ample  domain,  I  ike  champions  who  take  their 
ground  of  deiiance  in  front  of  a  line  of  arrayed  battle. 

The  calm  beauty  and  repose  of  a  scene,  so  lovely, 
the  stillness  of  all  around,  and  the  more  matured 
reflections  which  the  whole  suggesterl,  quieted,  in 
some  measure,  the  iipprohensions  which  tne  events 
of  the  evening  harl  inspired,  *'  Afterall,"  she  reflected, 
"  why  should  I  be  so  anxious  on  account  of  the  Lady 
Eveline?  There  is  among  the  proud  xNormans  and 
the  dogged  Saxons  scarr*c  a  single  family  of  note, 
but  must  needs  be  held  distinguisned  from  others  by 
ftxne  superstitious  observance  fieculiar  to  their  race,  as 
if  they  thought  it  scorn  to  go  to  Heaven  like  a  poor 
simple  Fleming,  such  as  t  am.— Could  I  but  see  a 
Nonnan  sentinel,  I  would  hold  myself  satisfied  of 
my  mistress's  securiiv.— .4nd  yonder  one  stalks  along 
the  gloom,  wrapt  in  his  long  white  inanrii%  and  the 
moon  tipping  tne  point  of  bis  lanco  wiih  silver. — 
What  ho.  Sir  Cavalier!" 

7*he  iVorman  turned  his  steps,  and  approached  the 
d/tch  asabe  spoke.   "  IVhat  ia  your  pleaaure  damael  1" 


"  The  window  next  to  mine  is  that  of  the  Lady  Eveliat 
Berenger,  whom  you  are  appointed  to  guard.  Pleaie 
to  give  heedful  watch  upon  this  side  of  the  castle.** 

**^Doubi  it  not,  lady,'^  answered  the  cavalier*,  and, 
enveloping  himself  in  his  long  chappc^  or  military 
watch-cloak,  he  withdrew  to  a  large  oak-tree  at 
some  distance,  and  stood  therewith  folded  amis,  aad 
leaning  on  his  lance,  more  like  a  trophy  of  armour 
than  a  living  warrior. 

Emboldened  by  the  coosciousncas,  that  m  case  oi 
need  succour  was  dose  at  hand.  Rose  drew  back  iptt 
lier  little  chamber,  and  having  ascertained  bylistenins 
that  there  was  no  noise  or  stirring  in  that  of  Evchor, 
she  b^n  to  make  some  preparations  for  her  owt 
repose.  For  this  pinpose  she  went  into  the  outwaid 
anteroom,  where  Dame  Gillian,  whose  fears  had 
given  way  to  the  soporiferous  effects  of  a  cofxaoi 
draught  of  /iM^-a/cu,  (mild  ale.  of  the  first  siKOgih 
and  quality,)  slept  as  sound  a  sleep  as  that  geoeroQi 
Saxon  beverage  could  procure.  ,    .  _. 

Muttering  an  indignant  censure  on  her  sloth  m 
indiff'erence.  Rose  caught,  from  the  empiv  cooch 
which  had  been  destined  for  her  own  use  the  opptf 
covering,  and  dranpng  it  %rith  her  into  the  iaos 
anteroom,  disposed  it  so  as,  with  the  assisiancf  rf 
the  rushes  which  strewed  that  apartment  to  forma 
sort  of  couch  upon  which^  half  seatrA  half  rfcluBH. 
she  resolved  to  pass  the  night  in  as  clo»*  atieodaoBi 
upon  her  mistress  as  circurhstances  perniitiod. 

Thus  seated,  her  eye  on  the  pale  planet  waia 
sailt.-d  in  full  glory  through  the  bhie  skv  of  nrudoi^ 
she  proposed  to  herself  that  sleep  should  not  viait  M 
eyelids  till  the  dawn  of  morning  should  aasuxe  hff 
of  Eveline's  safety. 

Her  thoughts,  mean  while  rested  on  the  boandMi 
and  shadowy  world  beyond  the  grave  and  on  ibb 
great  and  perhaps  yet  undecided  question,  wb™ 
the  separation  of  its  inhabitants  from  those  of  IH 
temporal  sphere  is  absolute  and  decided,  or  whech* 
inffuencod  by  motives  which  we  cannot  appiccsri^ 
they  continue  to  hold  shadowy  communication  «ijh 
those  vot  existing  in  earthly  reolity  of  flesh  and  Uoodt 
To  have  denied  this,  would,  in  the  age  of  cniadei 
and  of  miracles,  have  incurred  the  guilt  of  heRtri 
hut  Rose's  firm  good  sense  led  her  to  douhi  at  ka* 
the  frequency  of  supernatural  interference,  and  IH 
comforted  herself  with  an  opinion,  contradwifli 
however,  by  her  own  involuntar^'  starts  and  shnddih 
ings  at  every  leaf  which  moved,  that,  in  subniittiBit 
to  the  performance  of  the  rite  imposed  on  her,  EvdiM 
incurred  no  real  danger,  and  only  sacrificed  to  an  ob- 
solete family  su[)erstirion. 

As  this  ctmviction  strengthened  on  Rose's  mind  Mr 
purpose  of  vigilance  began  to  decline — her  thougjto 
wandered  to  objects  towards  which  they  were  not 
directed,  like  sheep  which  stray  beyond  the  cbaip 
of  their  shepherd— her  eyes  no  longer  brousht  bidt 
to  her  a  distinct  apprehension  of  the  broad,  nwHl 
silvery  orb  on  which  they  continued  to  Baae.  il 
length  they  dosed,  and  seated  on  the  folded  macik 
her  back  resting  against  the  wall  of  the  apartraei^ 
and  her  white  arms  folded  on  her  bosom,  RoaeFlim- 
mock  fell  fast  asleep. 

Her  repose  was  fearfully  broken  by  a  ahrill  an 
piercing  shriek  from  tlie  apartment  whi*re  her  lady 
reposed.  To  start  up  and  fly  to  the  door  was  IM 
work  of  a  moment  with  the  generous  girl,  who  never 
permitted  fear  to  struggle  with  love  or  duty.  T^ 
door  was  senired  with  both  bar  and  bolt ;  arid  vaoae 
fainter  scream,  or  rather  groan,  seemed  to  say,  an 
must  l»e  instant,  or  in  vain.  Rose  next  rushed  to  vm 
window,  and  screamed  rather  than  called  to  ihi 
Nonnan  soldier,  who  distin^niislied  by  the  whitefcHt 
of  his  watch-cloak,  still  retained  his  position  under  IM 
old  oak-tree. 

At  the  cry  of  "Help,  help!— the  Lady  EteliM 
is  murdered !"  the  seeming  statue,  starting  at  oM 
into  active  exertion,  sped  with  the  swiftness  of  • 
race-horse  to  the  brink  of  the  moat,  and  was  aw* 
to  cross  it,  opposite  to  the  spot  where  Rose  ■.***  at 
the  open  casement,  urging  him  to  si>eed  by  vokt  ih 
gei*tiin'^ 

"  Not  here— not  heicf  she  exclaimed  with  hmWi 
L\iM»  vncwAauoi^aa  ihMaaaNi  hiiamako  towaidi  her-- 
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thfi  wimlow  to  th<»  risrht— pcnle  it,  for  God's  sake, 
id  'indo  th»»»ioor  of  rominiinirntion." 
The  solilitT  P.t'irjcd  lo  cfunprt'hond  her— ho  dashofl 
to  the  morjt  without  ht'fitalion,  pctrirrinsr  htm«<lf  by 
lTchtn^  at  thi-  hou;.'hs  of  tn-i's  us  h».«  dfsrrndi.-d.  In 
le  iiioint'iit  he  vnnifh»vl  jimonir  ih*:  underwood ;  nnd 
anorhr-r,  nvailing  hiin»L'lf  of  tlio  bram;hos  of  a 
mrf  ouk,  RoRt-  er*w  him  upon  her  riglji.  and  close 
>  the  wimlow  of  the  fain  I  npnrtiiirnl.  Oiu*  fear  re- 
laint-d— the  cawMiipnt  nii:*ht  ho  w  vnred  ni^in^t  en- 
iini-«  from  wiihoul— hiii  no!  at  thi;  thrui»t  of  thr 
onnan  it  yiildcd,  anti  its  <*la}»ps  or  fasioninus  lKnn£r 
orn-  with  time,  fcW  inward  with  n  crash  which  tveii 
amc  Gillian's  6hmib<-rt<  were  nnnblc  to  resist. 
EchuJnK  ficnmm  upon  f^rn  rmi,  in  the  u^nal  fanhicm 
r finds  and  cowards,  slir  rntcnid  rhc  cabinfi  from 
le  anteroom,  just  as  thf  door  f»f  Kveline's  cliiinib<T 
Kiieii.  ami  the  Foldier  app'nred.  bi^aiinu  in  hifl  arms 
le  half  unrireBsid  and  Iilrlcs<«  form  of  the  Norman 
laiden  herfK-lf.  Without  sfn^-akinK  a  word,  he  placed 
prin  Ro8«:'s  arms,  and  wiih  thf  Bams  pnjcjpitation 
ith  which  he  had  entered,  threw  himself  out  of 
ieoi>cned  window  from  which  Rose  had  summoned 
Im. 

Gillian,  half  distracted  with  fear  and  won<l:T,  hcajj- 
l^exclamntioiH  on  <iuesnons,  and  min'-di'd  questions 
ith  rriej*  fi)r  help,  till  R»>.co  sternly  r(  bnki^l  her  in  a 
rnc  which  s*vmed  to  n<-all  her  sratten^d  senses, 
he  hkcanie  then  composed  enough  to  fetch  a  lamp 
htch  remained  iisihted  in  the  room  she  had  left, 
id  to  render  herself  at  least  partly  useful  in  sng^cst- 
g  and  applying  the  usual  nunles  fur  recall injf  the 
lipendi-d  84-iiise.  In  this  they  at  length  sucffr-flcd, 
r  Eveline  fetchtnl  a  fuller  sigh,  and  opened  hrr 
w;  but  presfMiily  shut  them  aj.'.ain,  and  letting  her 
ad  dnip  on  Rose's  bosom,  fell  into  a  strong  shiid- 
»ing  fit ;  while  her  faithful  dam.*vl,  chafing  her 
inds  and  her  temples  alfi  rnately  with  atfcrtionate 
ifiduity.  and  mingling  caressi  s  with  these  efforts, 
xlainicd  ah»ud.  "  She  hves !— She  is  recovering  !— 
riiserl  Im- dodl'* 

^Praised  bo  God !"  was  ech<H»d  in  a  solemn  tone 
am  the  window  of  the  at»nrtment;  and  turning  to- 
uds  it  in  terror.  Rose  lu-h-ld  the  armed  and  phinied 
•ad  of  the  Hrddier  who  had  come  wi  onporimielv  to 
«r  assi>iiance,  and  who,  sup!)Orif-<l  byliis  arms,  had 
iaed  himself  so  high  as  to  bi>  able  to  look  into  the 
teriorof  the  rabi lift. 

Eloac  iiniiuvliately  ran  towards  him.  "Go— go- 
od friend,"  sht^  said;  "the  lady  recovers- -your 
*'ard  sirdi  await  you  another  time.  Go— begone! 
rri  Slay  !— keep  on  your  post,  and  I  will  call  you  if 
»re  is  iarthor  need.  Eegonc^-be  faithful,  and  be 
Tei.» 

rhe  s'jldicr  obeyed  without  answering  a  word,  and 
2  pr»  sently  siw  him  dcsctud  into  the  moar.  Rose 
Ml  returnKi  back  to  her  mistress,  whom  she  fiund 
ifHirteil  by  Gillian,  moanim;  feebly,  and  tnultering 
rried  and  liuinfelligible  ejnculations,  all  intimatin*.; 
It  she  labour(*d  under  a  violent  shock  sustained  from 
TIP  alarming  cause. 

Dame  Gillian  had  no  sooner  recov«'red  some  deirree 
BeIi"-|^v<..«es«ion,  than  her  curiiMiry  became  M'tive  in 
iportion.  "  Wiiat  means  all  this  ?'*  .^hesaid  lo  Rose; 
fchnt  ha**  Ihm-h  doing  ainoni;  you  T* 
*Ido  not  know,"  replii**!  Ros*-. 
*  If  you  do  uot."  said  Gillian,  "  who  .should  ?-Shall 
al'  tin-  other  women,  and  raise  the  h'MiseT' 
"\iit  r«»r  your  life,"  said  Ros»'.   "'ill  my  lady  is 
\e  to  give  hrr  own  orders ;  and  for  this  aiiartment, 
he'.p  iiie  Heaven,  as  I  will  do  my  b.vsi  to  discover 
f»  wrri't  it  contains!— MupfK^rt  my  mistress  the 
liUt." 

So  sayinir,  she  took  the  lamp  in  her  hand,  and, 
)ssing  lur  brow.  stenjMii  boldly  aen^ss  the  inys'rri- 
9  thn  shold,  and,  holding  up  the  lipht,  surveyed  the 
iirtinvnt. 

It  was  ne^n'Iy  an  oM  vanlt'-d  ehamb^r.  of  very 
.i/ffrR»«  dimi'iisions.  In  nw  corner  wns  an  iniaue 
the  Viruin.  ni'lelv  cut,  nn  I  plrn-i'i!  nlwive  a  Saxon 
it  of  ciino!i«  woikmanshi?!.  TlnTe  wen-  two  suit's, 
d  a  couch,  covrp  il  with  eoars-  tapestry,  on  which 
leerniil  thut  F.vline  had  hem  reposing.  Thnfrag- 
•ni«  of  The  ahsiterrd  caaeinent  lavun  iho  floor ;  but 
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I  that  opening  had  been  only  madr»  when  the  soldier 
I  forced  ii  in,  and  she  saw  no  other  ncer.ss  by  which  a 
stnm:?i:r  could  have  entered  an  apartment,  the  ordinary 
acee-^s  to  which  was  barred  and  bobr d. 

Ros4'  felt  the  influence  of  those  terrors  which  she 
had  hitherto  surmountid;  she  cast  her  mantle  ha-stily 
around  her  head,  as  if  to  shmud  her  sijjlit  from  stnne 
blighting  vision,  and  tripping  back  to  the  cabinet, 
with  more  speed  and  a  less  firm  step  than  when  she 
left  it,  .'*lie  directed  Gillian  lo  lend  her  assistance  in 
conveying  Eveline  to  the  next  room ;  and  having 
dontr  so,  carefully  stHMired  the  door  of  communication, 
as  if  to  put  a  barrier  betwixt  them  and  tlie  suHHictea 
dan  per. 

The  Lady  Eveline  was  now  so  far  recovered  that 
she  could  sit  up,  and  was  tr>'ing  to  srieak,  though  hut 
faintly.  "Rose,"  she  said  at  lengtn,  "I  have  seen 
her— my  doom  is  seal»^." 

Rose  inmiediately  recollected  the  impnidence  of 
sut'lering  Gillian  to  hear  what  her  mistress  niijjht  say 
at  such  an  awful  moment,  and  hastily  adopting  the 
[>ronosal  she  had  iM^fore  declined,  desireil  her  to  go 
and  call  otiier  two  maidens  of  her  mistress's  house- 
hold. 

"  And  wh(  re  am  I  to  find  them  in  this  house,"  said 
Dame  Gillian,  "where  strange  men  run  about  one 
chamb*T  at  midnight,  and  devils,  for  aught  I  know, 
frtoiient  the  rest  of  the  habitation  ?" 

"Find  them  where  you  can,"  said  Rose,  sharply; 
"but  begone presen I ly. ' 

Gillian  withdrew  lingeringly,  and  muttering  at  the 
same  time  something  which  could  not  distinctly  be 
understiMjd.  No  sooner  was  she  t;one,  thsn  R!ose, 
giving  way  to  the  enthusiastic  affection  which  she 
felt  for  her  mistress,  implored  her,  in  the  most  tender 
terms,  to  ojTen  her  eves,  (for  she  had  again  closed 
them,)  and  speak  to  "Rose,  her  own  Rose,  who  was 
readv,  if  necessary,  to  die  by  her  mistress's  side. 

"  To-morrow— t«)-morrow.  Rose,"  nmrmured  Eve- 
line— "I  cannot  speak  at  prtwnt." 

"Only  disburden  your  mind  with  one  word— tell 
what  has  thus  alarmed  you— what  danger  you  appre- 
hend." 

"  I  have  p«*en  her,  answered  Eveline—"  I  have  seen 
the  tenant  of  yonder  chamber— the  vision  fatal  to  my 
rpeel— Urge  me  no  more— to-morrow  you  shall  know 
all."* 

As  Gillian  entf  rM  with  two  of  the  maidens  of  her 
mistress's  hous<hold,  theyrem()ve<]  the  Lady  Eveline, 
by  Rose's  direction.^,  into  a  chamlMT  at  some  distance 

*  Baiik  Gfist.— Ttin  iAf*n  of  ilio  linlir-Grii't  wr«  tiikwi  (Vtim 
a  iMi^saer  in  Dm  MtMiioirit  of  I.o(i>  Fanxlinw.  wliirh  have  wiiina 
))ecn  civen  to  tliu  public,  and  n!a-i\Hit  with  dc»en-vil  appru- 
biiTidn. 

The oririnnl  runs  Rii  fnltow^  I^'lv  Foniitinw.  nhiriinir  amonff 
li<-r  rnind:<  in  IrH.iird,  liku  othiT isuund  loyaliiU  of  tlw  pi!riod« 
i^liii  liKr  Ntory  ihii*:— 

•"  Frtiin  tliporc  we  wrnt  lo  tho  Lady  Honor  O'Bricn'a,  a  ladf 
ihni  went  for  a  maid,  hut  f»'»  helievwl  il.  Sh^  Han  thcyounemit 
dndffhMTof  the  Karl  <if  Thoimmd.  Thnri'  m>  ^t.nid  ilirM  nirhta 
-ihr>  Ari.1  nf  uliirh  I  wan  MirrriMtri  at  hi'inu  laid  in  a  chanil>er, 
wlit'rr.  wlivn  nltont  om*  oVUirk.  1  hoord  n  loi^o  thai  nwakun«o 
tno.  1  dn'w  tlu*  curtnm.  and  in  tin*  rimi'iniMir  ''f  thr  window 
naw.  by  llif*  liphi  or  tiiK  niiiiin.  a  wnnmn  Iraninff  lliioiirli  the 
i!ii*rnii>nt  inli»  Ihc  niom.  in  \%liiti\  wiih  nvt  hair  and  iialo  and 
rliiiMtijr  conipli'^iim.  Khi>  ^iHiku  loud,  find  m  a  tcMtc  1  had  nevur 
hi'iird.  ihrict!,  "  A  horM» :"  nnd  ihcii.  with  a  Kiyh  murfi  like  the 
wind  than  hrcaih,  ^hl•  \«niKhid.  and  lo  hm*  her  Imdy  htoked  mora 
like  II  thick  rioii>i  Ihan  niitmliinrf.  1  wiin  no  niufJi  frifhtftned  that 
my  hair  ^itnod  on  end,  and  inr  nirlit  fluihi'f  M\  oif  I  pulled  and 
einrhi'd  your  fMthitr,  whn  ni-vt>r  nwoki*  iiiirinjc  ilit.'diiH>rtttir  I  waa 
in.  hilt  at  l-)Hl  wn*  nxnrh  Miri>ri!<t'<i  m  h<-i'.  me  in  this  frifht,  and 
monr  so  whi'n  i  n'lati'd  thi>  Htfiiy  and  rhowoit  hmi  tlm  window 
inM*n<"l.  N4>iilii'r4iru»  n'rpt  nny  mun-  rhni  nirht:  hnt  tio  I'nter- 
iHiifi-d  mi-  hy  ifllinf  mo  huw  mo'-h  niorn  ihi  Mi  apearitioiM  wero 
poninion  in  thii<  riniiitiy  il.iin  in  Kiil-IiiikI  :  ni'd  Hf>riiiir.|i|di-d  tlio 
rniH*-  tf>  liH  tli»  cToiM  •iiiT<(Mi  llif  III  of  thi>  Iriith.  nnil  tho  want  of 
ihnt  kriowiiipr  fiiirh  whirh  khuiihl  fli'fi'pd  ilM>m  from  ih«  povrer 
•  •r  Ihi'  dr'vii.whirli  ht-fvprrifics  ;imon;  tlirm  wry  luuch.  About 
fivp  o'dork  the  lady  tif  tlw-  hou«(>  canio  lo  bM>  ua.  Mjrinff  ah* 
iihd  mil  l>i-fn  in  hi:d  all  nicht.  bornuM'  a  roumn  O'Krion  urlierf, 
who4<>  nnf>'''tnrii  hnd  owrad  Tl-at  Iioiikp.  had  dii«ireti  liortii  itaj 
with  him  in  hiM  Rh.-imlu'r,  .nnl  ihnt  h**  du-d  at  twoo'riork  ;  and 
ithp  unid,  I  wt4ii  yon  fi  i:iivfli:iil  nodmiurlMirK*'^  for  'lin  tliecva* 
'  torn  »f  iht'  |ilai*<-.  that,  whtn  any  nl  the  family  ari>  dyin«.  Iha 
I  ph:iiN*of  a  u-oiiiun  apM'Hrx  cvfry  niiflit  in  tim  win-iuw  until  thcjr 
I  h'^  di'.-id.  'nii»  woman  WR«  many  ncff  ar«».  fol  with  rhild  by 
I  llii-  owimr  of  thin  i-lnr**.  who  murtli'H'd  h«r  >•>  h'h  ianlf*n,  and 
tliip.r  her  into  tlwi  riv^r  iimlfr  the  window  ,  nut  truly  I  l)ioii|>ht 
n<»t  iif  it  v«  hen  I  IimIli  il  >f>H  hcrf .  it  hiMiic  the  lical  room  in  Iha 
hnuM.  M'l*  made  litM«  reply  to  tier  »iioucl>  tut  dupoMNl  oar> 
I  wIvM  to  b«  goiieaiidd«ulr.*' 
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which  the  latter  had  occupied,  and  placed  her  in  one 
of  their  beds,  where  Roae,  diBmiminc  ilk*  otlu-rn  (f»iU 
Uan  except wh  to  aoek  repose  where  ihoy  could  find  it, 
continue(!  to  wntcli  her  mijitrts!».  Far  some  liiiw  kIic 
contiiiiiod  very  niiicli  disinrlKHJ,  but,  Rniduallj-.  I'aiij^ic. 
and  tiic  iiifluenreofKome  narcuiic  which  tiiliinn  hnd 
sense  enoui^h  to  reconiniend  and  prepare,  seemed  to 
coinpowf  her  spirits.  8he  fell  into  a  deep  slumlxT, 
from  whic'i  she  did  not  awaken  until  the  sun  was  high 
over  the  distant  hills. 


CHAPTER  XV. 


I  PPT  a  hand  yon  cannot  pm, 

ay; 

I  hear  a  voire  ro«  conmit  near, 


I  re  II 
Which  lirckoni  nw  awa^ 

B  TO) 

Whicii  «ayi  1  muit  not  itay. 


Hallct. 

When  Eveline  first  opened  her  eyes,  it  seemed  to  be 
without  any  recollection  of  what  find  nassud  on  the 
niKht  precf>dinp.  She  looked  nnind  the  apartment, 
which  was  conrsely  and  scantily  furnished,  as  one- 
destined  for  the  use  of  domestics  and  menials,  and  said 
to  Rose,  wiiiin  smile,  ^'Ourfnioil  kinswoman  main- 
tains the  ancient  Saxon  hofrnitality  at  a  homelv  rate, 


3  far  as  lodKing  is  concerned.  I  could  have  williuKly 
^irt(.>d  with  last  nieht's  pntfuse  siipner,  to  have  ob- 
tained a  bed  of  a  softer  texture.    Mttiiinks  my  hnibs 


feel  as  if  I  had  been  under  all  the  flails  of  a  Franklin's 
barn-yard." 

"I  am  glad  to  sec  vou  so  pleasant,  madom,"  an- 
■wercd  Rose,  discreetly  avoiding  any  reference  to  the 
events  of  the  nif^ht  before. 

Dame  Gillian  was  not  so  scrupulous.  "  Your  lady- 
ship last  ni.s;ht  lay  down  on  a  better  bed  than  thisi" 
she  said,  "  unless  I  am  much  mistaken ;  and  Rose 
Flammock  and  yourself  know  bt>st  why  vou  left  it." 

If  a  look  could  have  killed,  Dame  Gillian  would 
have  been  in  deadly  peril  from  that  which  Rose  shot 
at  her  by  way  of  rebuke  for  this  ill-advise<l  communi- 
cation. It  had  instantly  the  etlect  which  was  to  be 
apprehended,  for  Lady  Eveline  se«nied  at  first  sur- 
prised and  confused  ;  then,  a^  recollections  of  the  past 
arranged  thetnselvea  in  her  memory,  she  folded  her 
hands,  looked  on  the  ground,  and  wept  bitterly,  with 
much  agitation. 

Rose  entreated  her  to  be  comforted,  and  offered  to 
fetch  the  ojd  Saxon  chaplain  of  the  house  to  ad- 
minister spiritual  consolation,  if  her  grief  rejected 
temporal  comfort. 

"  No— call  him  not,"  said  Eveline,  raising  her  head 
and  drying  her  eyes—*'  I  have  hod  enough  of  Sa.von 
kindness.  What  a  fool  was  I  to  expect,  in  that  hard 
and  unfeeling  woman,  any  comnnseration  for  my 
youth— my  late  sutlerings— my  orphan  condition !  I 
will  not  permit  her  a  poor  triimipli  over  the  Xornian 
blood  of  Ben-nscer,  by  lettin{(  lier  see  how  much  I  have 
BufTered  under  her  inhuman  mfliction.  But  first,  Rose, 
answer  me  tndy,  was  any  inmate  of  Baldringham 
witness  to  my  distn>ss  last  night  T' 

Rose  assured  her  that  siie  had  l»een  tended  exclu- 
sively by  her  own  nainue,  herself  and  Gillian,  Blanche 
and  Ternorte.  She  seemed  to  receive  satisfaction 
from  this  assurance.  **Hear  me,  both  of  you."  she 
said,  "  and  obst:rve  my  words,  as  you  love  and  ns  you 
fear  me.  I^t  no  syllable  ha  breathed /rom  vour  lips 
of  what  has  happened  this  night,  ('arry  the  aame 
charge  to  my  maidens.  I^nd  me  thine  instant  aid, 
Gtllian,  and  thine,  my  dearest  Rose,  to  change  these 
diaordered  garments,  and  arrange  this  dishevelled 
hair.  It  was  a  poor  vcngeaniv  she  sought,  and  ail 
because  of  my  country.  I  am  resolved  she  shall 
not  see  the  slightest  trace  of  the  sufTerings  she  has 
inflicted." 

,  As  she  spoke  thus,  her  eyes  flashed  with  indigna- 
'iion,  which  seemed  to  dry  up  the  tears  that  had  before 
iilled  theni.  Rose  t^aw  the  chanue  of  her  manner 
with  a  mixture  of  pleasure  and  coucern,  being  aware 
iliat  her  mistress's  predominant  failing  was  incident 
to  hen  as  a  spoiled  child,  who,  accustomed  to  be 
treated  with  kindness,  deference^  and  indulgence,  by 
■11  around  her,  was  apt  to  resent  warmly  whatever 
nesotnbled  neglect  or  contradiction. 

^(M  knowa,"  said  the  faithful  bower-makten,  "I 


would  hold  my  hand  out  to  catch  drops  of  molten 
lead,  rather  than  endure  your  tears;  and  ytrt,  my 
sweet  mistress,  I  would  rather  at  prcKnt  see  yoa 
?rievf<l  than  angry.  This  ancient  lady  hath,  it  wuald 
sr'eni,  but  acti-d  according  to  some  old  sixnerstitioa 
rile  of  lier  fa  mil  v,  which  is  in  part  yours.  Her  name 
is  n-.«i)iriable,  both  from  her  conduct  and  posset- 
sittns ;  and,  hard-prtsscd  as  you  are  In'  the  Nortnaa^ 
with  whom  yoiu*  kiiiswomao,  the  Prioress,  is  mm 
to  take  part,  I  was  in  hope  yon  might  have  had 
some  shelter  and  countenance  liom  Uie  Lady  of 
Buldriughain." 

"■Vever,  Rose,  never,"  answered  Eveline;  "yon 
know  not— you  caiiiiui  guess  what  she  has  made  mt 
suflt-r— exrwying  me  to  witchcraft  and  fi«  nds.  Thj- 
self  said  it,  and  said  it  truly— the  Saxons  are  nill 
half  Pagans,  void  of  Christianity,  as  of  nurture  ud 
kindliness." 

"  Ay,  but,"  rT?plicd  Rose,  "I  spoke  then  to  d 
you  from  a  danger:  now  that  the  danger  is 
and  over,  I  mnyjuuire  of  it  otherwtse." 

"Speak  not  for  them,  Rose,"  replied  Eveline, in- 
grily  I  "  no  innocent  victim  was  ever  ofllered  op  U 
the  altar  of  a  fiend  with  more  indiHi;rcnce  than  my 
fathers  kinswoman  delivered  up  mc— nie  an  mphaH, 
bereavtKl  of  my  natural  and  powerful  support.  1  bill 
htr  cniclty-  1  hate  her  house— 1  hate  the  thought  of 
all  that  has  happened  here— of  all.  Rose,  except  thy 
matchless  faith  and  fearless  attachment.  Go,  bid  nr 
train  saddle  directly— I  will  be  fsone  instantly^-I  v2 


not  attire  myscLC"  she  added,  n*ieciing  the  t . 

shv  had  at  nr.^^t  required— "I  wul  have  no  cerenwiiy 

— tarrv  for  no  leave-taking." 

In  the  hurried  and  agitated  manner  of  her  mistfMk 
Rose  recognised  with  anxiety  another  mood  of  tks 
same  irritable  and  excited  temperament,  which  hsd 
before  discharged  itsi.-If  in  tears  and  fits.  But  pa<- 
ceiving.  at  the  same  time,  that  remonstrance  wu  it 
vain,  she  gave  the  necessary  orders  for  collecting 
their  company,  saddling,  and  preparing  for  departuic; 
hopinu  that,  as  her  mitftn'ss  nmioved  to  a  fartbff 
distance  from  the  scene  where  her  mind  had  reetived 
so  M-vere  a  shock,  her  equanimity  might,  by  degrwi^ 
be  n'storeil. 

Dame  Gillian,  accordingly,  was  busied  with  arrao^ 
ing  the  packages  of  her  lady,  and  all  the  rest  of  Lady 
Eveline  s  retinue,  in  preparing  for  instant  departun^ 
when,  pr«'ceded  by  her  steward,  who  acted  alsoaia 
sort  of  gcntieman-usher,  leaojng  urx>n  her  confiden- 
tial Berwine,  and  fullowrd  by  two  or  three  more  of 
the  most  diMiii;;uish(.d  of  her  household,  uiih  kioki 
of  displeasure  on  her  ancient  yet  lofty  brow,  the  LoJy 
Ermengarde  entered  the  apartment. 

Evi-Iine.  ^^-itli  a  trembling  and  hurried  hand,  a 
burning  cheek,  and  orhrr  signs  of  agitation,  wasbtf" 
Self  busied  aUiut  the  arrangement  of  some  bagpg^ 
when  her  n'lation  made  her  appearance.  Atono; 
to  Rose's  great  surprist,  ahc  exerted  a  strong  com- 
mand over  herself,  and,  repn^ssing  every  extenul 
appearance  of  dit^order,  she  advanced  to  meet  her 
relation,  with  a  culm  and  haughty  stateliuesseqoil 
to  her  own. 

"  I  come  to  eive  you  good  morning,  our  niece,"  said 
Ermenganle,  haughtily  indeed,  yet  with  more  defer- 
ence than  she  S(>enicd:  at  first  to  have  intended.  M 
much  did  the  bearing  of  Eveline  impose  respect  upon 
her ;— " I  find  that  you  have  hmMi  pleased  lo  shift  toat 
chainiNT  which  was  assigned  you,  in  conformitvwitli 
the  ancient  custom  of  this  household,  and  betait 
yourself  to  the  apartment  of  a  menial." 
,  "  .\re  you  siirprisiKi  at  that,  lady  7"  demanded  Ere* 
line  in  her  turn;  "or  are  you  disappointed  that  vnu 
find  me  not  a  corpse,  within  the  linnts  of  the  chainbtf 
whicii  your  hospitality  and  allection  allottf!d  to  nier 

"  Vour  sleep,  then,  has  been  broken  ?"  said  ht- 
mengardc,  looking  fixtdly  at  the  Lady  Eveline,  as 
she  S{M)ke. 

"  It  I  complain  not,  madam,  the  evil  must  be  deemed 
of  litilu  coiisetjuence.  What  has  happened  is  over 
and  past,  and  it  is  not  my  intention  to  trouble  you 
with  a  recital." 

;'She  of  the  ruddy  finger,"  replied  ErmeTiganfci 

tnumuhaiitly,  "loves  not  the  blood  of  the  stranger." 

Sue  bad  leu  reasoo,  while  she  walked  the  eanlk 
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love  fhat  of  the  Siixon,"  said  Rveline,  "  unless  her  I 
9Pnd  spi'flks  false  in  llinr  matter  ;  anrl  unless,  as  1 1 
«Jl  suspect,  your  hon?«'  is  haunted,  not  by  tlic  soul  j 
',thed«td  who  suffered  within  its  woUs,  but  by  evil 
liriis,  sui*h  as  the  descendants  f;f  Hcngist  and  Hor- 
i  nrv  said  still  in  sei^ret  to  worship." 
**yoii  an;  pleasant,  maiden,"  n-plicd  the  old  laAy, 
sornfntly,  "or,  if  your  words  aro  innint  in  earnest, 
ic  shaft  of  vonr  censure  has  glanced  aside.     A 
otise,  blc5sct{  by  the  holy  Soint  Dunstan,  and  by 
be  Mval  and  holy  Confessor,  is  no  abode  for  evil 
piriis.'* 

"The  hwise  of  BaldrinKham,"  replied  Eveline,  "is 
to  abode  fur  those  who  fear  siich  spirits;  and  as  I 
»ill  with  all  humility,  avow  myself  of  the  nunib«.'r, 
[  shall  presently  leave  it  to  the  custody  of  Saint 
DunsTnn." 

"Not  till  ViW  have  broken  your  fost,  I  tnist?"  soid 
rile  Lady  of  BaldrinKhani;  "you  will  not,  I  hope,  do 
Br  years  and  our  relationship  such  foul  disgrace?  ' 

Pardon  me,  madom,"  replit'd  the  Lady  EveUne; 
Nhosp  who  have  experienced  y«)ur  hospitality  at 
Bgfat  have  httle  occasion  for  breakfast  in  the  mom- 
b^|.— Ri>se,  are  not  those  loitering?  knaves  assembled 
8  the  eonrt-yard,  or  are  they  yet  on  their  diuches, 
Baking  up  for  the  slumber  they  have  lost  by  midnight 
iutirbancGB  T' 

Rose  announced  that  her  train  was  in  the  court,  and 
oanh^;  when,  with  a  low  reverence,  Eveline  en- 
itToirrpd  to  pass  her  relation,  and  leave  the  apart- 
wn\  wiiho'it  farther  ceremony.  Ermenffarde  at  first 
nfrontcd  her  with  a  crim  and  furious  glance,  which 
cmed  to  show  a  soul  fraught  with  more  rage  than 
e  thin  blood  and  rigid  features  of  extreme  old  age 
id  the  power  of  expressing,  and  raised  her  ebony 
tffnsif  about  even  to  proceed  to  some  act  of  per- 
ns] violence.  But  she  changed  her  purpose,  and 
ddenly  made  way  for  Eveline,  who  passed  without 
rther  parUy ;  and  as  she  descended  the  staircase, 
hich  conducted  from  the  apartment  to  the  gateway, 
e  heand  the  voice  of  her  aimt  behind  her,  like  that 
an  aged  and  offended  sybil,  denouncing  wrath  and 

0  iipon  her  insolence  and  presumption. 
"Pride,"  she  exclaimed,  "goeth  before  destruction, 
id  a  haughty  spirit  l>efore  a  fall.  She  who  scometh 
e  house  of  tier  forefathers,  a  stone  from  its  baitle- 
enta  shall  crush  her!  She  who  mocks  the  gray 
ura  of  a  parent,  never  shall  one  of  her  own  locks 

1  nlTercd  with  npc !  She  who  weds  with  a  man  of 
ar  and  of  blood,  ncr  end  shall  ncitlier  be  peaceful 
sr  bloixlless  I" 

Hurr>'ing  to  escw  from  these  and  other  ommous 
■nunciations,  Eveline  rushfnl  from  the  house,  mount- 
1  her  pnlfrey  with  the  precipitation  of  a  fugitive,  and, 
BTTOundcd  by  her  attendants,  who  had  caught  a  part 
f  her  alarm,  though  without  conjecturing  the  cause. 
mLb  hastily  into  the  forest;  old  Raoul,  who  was  well 
eoaainted  with  the  country,  actins.as  their  guide. 

Agitated  more  than  she  was  witling  to  confess  to 
Knelf.  bv  thus  leaving  the  habitation  of  so  near  a 
diation,  loaded  widi  maledictions  instead  of  the 
ilttBings  which  are  usually  bestowed  on  a  departing 
tinawoman,  Eveline  hastened  forward,  until  the  huge 
nk-tr«>s  with  intervening  arms  had  hidden  from  her 
rirw  the  fatal  mansion. 

Tlie  trampling  and  galloping  of  horse  was  soon 
ifker  heard,  announcing  the  approach  of  the  patrol 
«fl  by  the  Constable  for  the  protection  of  the  man- 
ion,  and  who  now,  collecting  from  their  different 
■tttions,  came  prepared  to  attend  the  Lady  Eveline 
<Q  her  farther  roaa  to  Gloucester,  gn'at  part  of  which 
ly  through  the  extensive  forest  or  Deane,  then  a  sil- 
in  region  of  large  extent,  though  now  much  denuded 
f  trees  for  the  service  of  the  iron  mines.  Tlie  caya- 
ers  came  up  to  join  the  retinue  of  Lady  Eveline,  with 
rraour  glittering  in  the  morning  rays,  trumpets 
Minding,  horses  prancing,  neighing,  and  thrown, 
ich  by  his  chivalrous  rider,  into  the  attitude  best 
lalificd  to  exhibit  the  beauty  of  the  steed  and  dex- 
ritv  of  the  horseman ;  while  the  lances,  streaming 
ilh  long  penonci'lles,  were  brandL«!hed  in  every  ninn- 
»T  which  could  display  elation  of  heart  and  readi- 
ng of  hand.  The  sense  of  the  military  character  of 
a  countrymen  of  Normandy  gave  to  Eveline  a  feel- 


ing at  once  of  aectirity  and  of  triumph,  which  ope- 
rated towards  the  dispelling  of  her  gloomy  thonghta. 
and  of  the  feverish  disorder  which  affecieri  ner  nerves. 
The  rising  sun  also— the  song  of  the  binls  among  the 
bowers—the  lowing  of  the  cattle  as  they  were  dnven 
to  pasture— the  sight  of  the  hind,  who,  with  her  fawn 
tn.ittingby  her  side,  often  cross«>d  some  forest  gladK 
within  view  of  the  travellers,— all  contributed  to  dispel 
the  terror  of  Eveline's  nocturnal  visions,  and  soothe 
to  rest  the  mom  angr>'  passions  which  had  agitattxl 
hcT  bosom  at  her  departure  from  Baldringham.  She 
suffered  her  palfrey  to  slacken  his  pace.  and.  with  fe- 
male attention  to  propriety,  began  to  adjust  ner  riding 
robes,  and  compose  her  head-dress,  disordered  in  her 
hasty  departure.  Rose  saw  her  cheek  assume  a  paler 
but  nn)re  settled  hue^  instead  of  the  angry  hectic 
which  had  coloured  it— saw  her  eye  become  more 
steiydy  as  she  looked  with  a  sort  of  triumph  upon  her 
military  attendants,  and  pardoiu>d  (what  on  other 
occasions  she  would  probably  have  made  some  reply 
to)  her  enthusiastic  exclamations  in  praise  of  ner 
cotmtrjmen. 

**  We  journey  safe,"  said  Eveline,  "under  the  care 
of  the  princely  and  victorious  Normans.  Theirs  is 
the  noble  wrath  of  the  lion,  which  destroys  or  ia 
appeased  at  once— there  is  no  guile  in  their  romantic 
aflfection,  no  sullcnness  mix«?d  with  their  generoua 
indignatitm- they  know  the  duties  of  the  hall  as  well 
as  those  of  battle ;  and  were  they  to  be  surpassed 
in  thearts  of  war  (which  will  only  be  when  Plinlim- 
mon  is  removed  from  its  base,)  they  would  still 
remain  superior  to  every  other  people  in  eunerosity. 
and  courtesy." 

"If  I  do  not  feel  all  their  merits  so  strongly  as  if  I 
shared  their  blood  "  said  Rose,  "  I  am  at  least  glad 
to  sec  them  aniund  us,  in  woods  which  are  said  to 
abound  with  dangers  of  various  kinds.  And  I  con- 
fess, my  heart  is  the  lighter,  that  I  can  now  no  longer 
observe  the  least  vestige  of  that  ancient  mansion,  in 
which  we  pass^^d.  so  unnlcasani  a  nigiit,  and  the 
recollection  of  which  will  always  be  odious  to  me.** 

Eveline  looked  sharply  at  her.  "  Confess  the  truth, 
Rose ;  thou  wouldst  give  thy  best  kirtle  to  know  all 
of  my  horrible  adventure." 

"It  is  but  confessing  that  I  am  a  woman,"  an- 
swered Rose ;  "  and  did  I  say  a  man,  I  dare  say  the 
diflerence  of  sex  would  imply  but  a  small  abatement 
of  curiosity." 

"Thou  makest  no  parade  of  other  feelings^  which 

f prompt  thee  to  inquire  into  my  fortunes,"  said  Eve- 
ine ;  "  but,  sweet  Rose,  I  give  thee  not  the  less  credit 
for  them.  Believe  me,  thou  shah  know  all— but,  I 
think,  not  now."  ' 

"At  your  pleasure,"  said  Rose;  "  and  yet.  methinks, 
the  bearing  in  your  solitary  bosom  such  a  fearful 
secret  will  only  render  the  weight  more  intolerable. 
On  my  silence  you  may  rely  as  on  that  of  the  Holy 
Image,  which  hears  us  confess  what  it  never  reveals. 
Besides,  such  things  beconie  familiar  to  the  imagi- 
nation when  they  have  been  spoken  of,  and  that 
which  is  familiar  gradually  becomes  stripped  of  ita 
terrors." 

"  Thou  spcakest  with  reason,  my  prudent  Rose ; 
and  surely  in  this  gallant  troop,  borne  like  a  flower 
on  a  busn  by  my  good  palfrey  Yseultc— fresh  f^Iea 
blowing  round  us.  flowers  opening  and  birds  smg 
ing,  and  having  thee  by  my  bridli'-rein,  I  ought  to 
feel  this  a  fitting  time  to  communicate  what  thou 
hast  so  good  a  title  to  know.  And— yes !— thou 
shnlt  know  all !— Tnou  art  not.  I  presume,  ignorant 
of  the  qualities  of  what  the  Saxons  of  this  land  call  a 
Bahr-geist  /" 

"  Pardon  me,  lady,"  answered  Rose,  "  my  father 
discouraged  my  listemng  to  such  discourses.  I  might 
see  evil  f^irits  enough,  he  said,  without  my  iinagi 
nation  being  taught  to  form  such  as  were  fantastical. 
Tlie  word  Bahr-geist,  I  have  heard  used  by  Gillian 
and  other  Saxons ;  but  to  me  it  only  conveys  some 
idea  of  indefinite  terror,  of  which  I  have  never  aaked 
nor  received  an  explanation." 

"  Know  then,"  said  Eveline,  "  it  is  a  spectre,  usually 
the  image  of  a  departed  person,  who,  either  for  wrong 
sustaintid  in  some  particular  place  during  life,  or 
through  treasure  hidden  there,  or  from  aorae  auch 
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other  cause  haunts  the  spot  from  tiino  to  time,  be- 
comes fnmiiinr  to  thoA?  who  liwoll  tht.'re.  tiikiis  an 
interest  in  their  fate,  occnsionjilly  for  good,  m  other 
instanecH  or  liin'f  for  evil.  The  Miihr-Kei^t  is,  ihen- 
(bre,  aoMU-tinusre^Mnlcti an  a ^t}od ^eniiift,  sometimes 
us  tlie  av('n;;in^  tiLiHi,  aliuohml  to  particular  fatnilies 
and  el:iasi>8  of  mm.  It  is  the  lot  of  the  fniiiily  of 
Baliiriui^liiun  (')f  no  mean  note  in  other  respects),  to 
bcsuhj(.H!t  to  iht^  visits  of  sucli  n  Ixiing." 

'*Mav  I  ask  the  eaiint^  (if  it  he  known)  of  sueh  vis- 
itation'?*' said  Rose,  drsirotis  to  avail  herself  to  th(> 
iittfrmost  of  the  e»)miiiuriieative  nuKxl  of  her  youn^; 
lady,  whieh  mi^ht  not  perhaps  Inst  very  Ions?. 

I  know  the  lem-nd  nut  imiJtTfwtly,  rephcd  Eve- 
line, pnKetxJm;?  with  a  (ie;^ee  of  cnlinni-ss,  the  nstilt 
of  stnni^  exertion  over  her  mental  anxiety,  "hut  in 
i^eneral  it  run  thus :  Haldrirk,  the  Saxon  hero  wh<i 
Arst  |:K)asoPsed  yonder  dwelling,  became  enHuioured 
of  a  fair  Briton,  said  to  hnvi?  neen  descended  from 
those  Druids  of  whoni  the  Welsh  speak  so  much,  and 
deemed  not  unactjuaintcd  with  the  arts  o{  sorrer>' 
whieh  they  praetim-*!,  when  they  offered  up  human 
sacrifices  amid  those  circles  of  unliewn  and  living 
rock,  of  which  thou  hast  st:en  s<)  many.  After  more 
than  two  years  wtxilock,  Boldriek  became  weary  of 
his  wife  to  such  a  point,  that  he  formed  the  cruel  ri'So- 
lution  of  putting  her  to  death.  Some  say  he  doubted  | 
her  fidelity— some  that  the  matter  was  pressed  en 
him  by  the  church,  as  she  was  suK)ccted  of  here8>'— 
some  that  he  removed  her  to  make  way  for  a  more 
wealthy  marriime— but  all  afrriH)  in  the'  result.  He 
sent  two  of  his  Cnichts  to  the  house  of  Baldrinffham, 
to  put  to  death  the  unfortunate  Vanda,  and  command- 
ed them  to  bring  him  the  ring  which  had  circled  her 
finger  on  the  day, of  wedlock,  in  token  that  his  or- 
ders were  accomplished.  The  men  were  ruthless  in 
their  office ;  they  strangled  Vanda  in  ycmder  apart- 
ment, and  as  the  hand  was  so  swollen  that  no  effort 
could  draw  off  the  ring,  they  obtained  possession  of 
it  by  severing  the  finger,  cut  long  before  the  return 
of  those  cruel  perpetrators  of  her  death,  the  shadow 
of  Vanda  hud  appeared  before  her  appalled  husband, 
and,  holding;  up  to  him  her  bloody  hand,  made  him 
fearfully  sensible  how  well  his  savage  commands  had 
been  obeyed.  After  haunting  him  m  peace  and  war, 
in  desert,  court,  and  camp,  until  he  died  despairingly 
on  a  pilgriniage  to  the  Holy  Land,  the  Bahr-geist,  or 
ghost  of  the  munlerod  Vanda,  became  so  terrible  in 
the  House  of  Baldringham,  that  the  succour  of  Saint 
Dunstan  was  itself  scarcely  sufficient  to  put  bounds 
to  her  visitation.  Yea,  the  Blessed  saint,  when  he  had 
succeeded  in  his  exorcism,  did,  in  requital  of  Bald- 
rick's  crime,  impose  a  strong  and  enduring  penalty 
upon  every  female  descendant  of  the  house  in  the 
third  degreis  nameiv,  that  once  in  their  lives,  and 
before  their  twenty-first  year,  they  should  each  s»end 
a  solitary  night  in  the  chamber  oi  the  murdered  Van- 
da, saying  then>in  certain  prayers,  as  well  for  her 
repose,  as  for  the  auflcring  soul  of  her  murderer. 
Durinj*  that  awful  space,  it  is  generally  believed  that 
the  spirit  of  the  murdered  person  appears  to  the 
female  who  obser>'es  the  vigil,  and  shove's  some  sign 
of  her  future  good  or  bad  fortune.  If  favourable,  she 
appears  with  a  smiling  aspect,  and  crosses  them  with 
her  unbloodied  hand ;  but  she  announces  evil  fortune 
by  showing  the  hand-  from  which  the  finger  was 
severed,  with  a  stern  countenance,  as  if  resenting 
tipon  the  descendant  of  her  husband  his  inhuman 
cruelty.  Sometimes  she  is  said  to  speak.  These  par- 
ticulars I  learned  long  since  from  an  old  Saxon  dame^ 
the  mother  of  our  Margery,  who  had  been  an  attend- 
ant on  my  grandmother,  and  left  the  House  of  Bald- 
ringham when  she  made  her  escape  from  it  with  my 
father's  father." 

"  Did  your  grandmother  ever  render  this  homage," 
said  Rose,  "which  seems  to  mc^— under  favour  of 
Saint  Dunstan— tobringhumanity  into  tooclosc  inter- 
course with  a  being  of  a  doubtful  nature  ?" 

**My  grandfather  thoufuht  so,  and  never  permitted 
my  grandmother  to  revisit  the  House  of  Baldring- 
ham after  her  marriage ;  hence  disunion  betwixt  him 
and  his  son  on  the  one  part,  and  the  members  of  that 
family  on  the  other.  They  laid  sundry  mirfortunes, 
tod  partictilarly  the  loss  of  male  hein  which  at 


that  time  bef<-ll  them,  to  my  parent's  not  hamif 
Hone  the  h^'reditary  hoinaw  to  the  bloody-finaeitd 
Bahr-geist." 

*'  .And  how  could  yom  my  dcarpst  lady,**  said  Rose^ 
"  knowin:;  that  they  held  amon^  them  a  usace  n 
h:d»H)us,  liiirik  of  acct>i}ting  the  invitation  of  Lady 
Kniinmanir  ?" 

"  I  can  ha  nil  V  answer  you  the  ()uestion,"  replied 
Kwr]  inc.  "Pa  rtfy  I  fcarw  1  liiy  fa  I  her  a  rereni  calamiijri 
(0  Ih!  slnin  (as  I  havi;  heard  him  say  his  aunt  onct 
prttphesii-d  of  him)  by  the  enemy  he  most  ditipvwd 
iiiii^ht  he  the  rff«ult  of  this  rite  bavins  \n^'i\  nriskscied: 
and  partly  I  hopetl,  that  if  my  mind  snould  beannim 
at  thedaimi-r,  wimn  it  presented  itself  closer  to  lof 
eve,  it  could  not  U?  urgitl  on  me  in  courtesy  aoii 
humanity.  V(ni  saw  how  »x>n  my  cniel-hcartal 
relative  iMUiiKred  \i\Mm  the  opportunity,  and  howim- 
r>ossibh>  it  bf-eaiiic  for  mo,  bearing  the  name,  and^I 
trust,  the  npirit  of  Bcrenger,  to  escape  from  the  net  a 
whi«*n  I  had  involved  inysilf." 

"  i\o  regani  fur  name  or  rank  should  haveenca^ 
me,"  replied  Rose,  "to  place  myself  where  apprebdH 
sion  alone,  even  without  the  terrors  of  a  n*al  visitatifNi, 
miKht  have  piinishLKi  my  presumption  with  inaanity. 
But  what,  in  the  name  of  Heaven,  did  you  see  at  llui 
horrible  rendezvous  ?" 

"Ay,  there  is  the  question,"  said  Eveline,  rainaR 
her,  hand  to  her  brow—"  how  I  could  witness  that 
which  I  distinctly  saw,  yet  b«f  able  to  rt^tain  commanl 
of  thought  and  intellect !— I  had  recited  the  prescribed 
devotions  for  tlu'  murderer  and  his  victim,  ond  sittiu 
down  on  the  couch  whieh  wos  assijB^ed  me,  had  ]m 
aside  such  of  my  clothes  as  might  imprxle  my  rest— 
I  had  surmounted,  in  short,  the  first  shock  which  I 
cxperienctxl  in  committing  myself  to  this  inysieriooi 
chamber,  and  I  hoped  to  pass  the  night  in  slumb* 
as  sound  as  my  thoughts  were  innoc^rit.  Rut  I  ms 
fearfully  disappointed.  I  cannot  judge  howlongi  Ind 
slept,  when  my  bosom  was  oppressed  by  an  unusuil 
weight,  whieh  seeiiitd  at  once  to  stifle  my  voice.  sUp 
the  bi.'nting  of  my  heart,  and  prevent  me  from  anv- 
ing  my  breath :  aiui  when  I  looked  up  to  discover  the 
cause  of  this  horrible  suffocation,  the  form  of  thi 
munlered  British  inatmn  stood  over  my  ctHich,  talkr 
than  life,  shadowy,  and  with  a  countenance  whse 
traits  of  dignity  and  lK>auty  were  mingled  with  a  fiHCi 
expression  of  vengeful  exultation.  She  held  over  bk 
the  hand  which  l)ore  the  bloody  marks  of  her  hot- 
band's  cruelty,  and  seemed  as  if  she  signed  the  cnH^ 
devoting  me  to  destruction ;  while,  with  an  uiieartU) 
tone,  she  uttered  these  words  :— 

*  Widow'd  wife,  and  wedded  maid. 
BetruUied,  liotnFer,  and  Ixitrar'd  > 
The  phantom  stooped  over  me  as  she  spoke,  and 
lowered  her  gory  fingi'rs,  as  if  to  touch  my  face,  wbeo. 
trm)r  giving  me  the  power  of  which  at  first  it  depnred 
me,  I  screamed  aloud— the  casement  of  the  apartment 
was  thrown  open  with  a  loud  noise,— and— But  what 
signifies  mv  telling  all  this  to  thee,  Rose^  who  show 
so  plainly,  by  the  movement  of  eye  and  lip,  thatyw 
consider  mo  as  a  silly  and  childish  dreamer  T* 

"  Be  not  angry,  my  dear  lady,"  said  Rosn ;  "  I  da 
indeed  believe  that  the  witch  we  call  Mara»  haabsA 
dealing  with  you;  but  she,  you  know,  is  by  k^chei 
considered  as  no  real  phantom,  but  solely  the  cttaatm 
of  our  owa imagination,  disordered  by  causes  wlucb 
arise  from  bodily  indisposition." 

"  Thou  art  learned,  maiden,"  said  Eveline,  rather 
peevishly;  "but  when  I  assure  thee  that  my  better 
angel  came  to  my  assistance  in  a  human  form— thit 
at  his  appearance  the  fiend  vanished— and  that  he 
transport!^  me  in  his  arms  out  of  the  chamber  of 
U'rror,  I  think  thou  wilt,  as  a  gvx>d  Christian,  pat 
more  faith  in  that  which  I  tell  you." 

"Indeed,  indeed,  my  sweetest  mistress,  I  caiuiolL" 
replied  Rose.  "  It  is  even  that  circumstance  of  the 
guardian  angel  which  makes  me  consider  the  wliole 
as  a  dream.  A  Norman  sentinel,  whom  I  mysdf 
called  from  his  post  on  pu1;post^  did  indt^  come  to 
your  assistanc^^  and,  breaking  into  your  apartment, 
transported  you  to  that  where  I  myself  received  yoa 
from  his  arms  in  a  lifeless  condition." 

"A  Norman  soldier,  ha  !"  said  Eveline,  colouring 
«  Ephialtw,  or  Nichtmsrs. 
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xtremdy ;  **  and  to  whom,  maiden^  did  you  dare  rive 
ommiBflon  to  break  into  my  sleepmK-cnamber? 

"  Your  eyes  flnsh  anger,  mndnm,  out  is  it  r<>ason- 
bte  mpy  should  ?— Did  I  not  hi-ar  your  mrrcams  of 
pony,  II  nd  was  I  to  a  land  tVttwn'd  oy  ceremony  ai 
uch  a  niomuni  ?— no  more  tlian  if  the  casile  had  been 
n  fire." 

**  I  nnk  you  again.  Ro5«c,"  Baid  her  mistress,  still 
riih  dip^ol'npl)sun^  inoush  less  an^^rily  than  at  first, 
n^honi  ymi  diivrtf^  to  break  into  mv  apartniont  ?' 

"Indt-rnl,  I  know  not,  lady,"  said  Rose:  "forbe- 
ides  that  he  was  mufflod  in  nis  mantle,  httlc  chance 
^aa  there  of  my  knowinflr  his  featun'S,  even  had  I 
een  them  fully.  But  I  can  soon  diseowr  the  cavalier: 
nd  I  will  9t't  about  it  that  I  may  ^ve  him  the  reward 
pmmi.oed,  and  warn  him  to  be  silent  and  discreet  in 
lis  nmtirr." 

"  Do  Ba"  said  Eveline ;  "  and  if  you  find  him  amon^ 
Hwe  Kildiers  who  attend  us,  I  will  indeed  lean  to 
line  opinion,  ami  think  that  fantasy  had  the  chief 
hare  in  the  evils  I  have  endured  the  last  night." 

Bpfe  stnick  her  palfrey  with  the  rod,  and  occom- 
■nied  by  her  misiress,  rode  up  to  Philip  Guarine,  the 
!oDfttahie's  wiuire,  who  for  the  present  commandi'd 
!!f  ir  little  escort.  *'  Good  Guarine,"  she  said,  "  1  had 
ilk  with  one  of  these  sentinels  last  night  from  my 
rindow,  and  he  did  me  some  service,  for  which  I 
romised  him  recompense— Will  you  inquire  for  the 
»n.  that  I  may  pay  him  his  guerdon?" 

"Trulv,  I  will  owe  him  a  guerdon  also,  pretty 
laiden,'^  answered  the  sauire ;  "  for  if  a  lanceof  them 
pproached  near  enough  tne  house  to  hold  speech  from 
be  windows,  he  transgressed  the  precise  orders  of  his 
rmtch!" 

"Tush!  ymi  must  forgive  that  for  my  sake."  said 
laae.  *'  I  warrant,  had  I  called  on  yourself;  stout 
Suarine,  I  should  have  had  influence  to  bring  you 
Bjdt'r  my  chamln-r  window." 

Gnaririo  laughed,  and  shrugged  his  shoulders.— 
'TYue  it  i^"  ho  said,  "  when  women  are  in  place, 
hiciplinc  is  in  danger." 

He  then  went  to  make  the  necessary  inquiries 
ittong  his  hand,  and  returned  with  the  assurance. 
iat  his  soldiers,  generally  and  severally,  denied 
ming  approached  the  mansion  of  the  Lady  Ermen- 
Snde  on  tne  preceding  night. 

"Thou  si>est,  Rose,"  said  Evehne,  with  a  significant 
«ok  to  her  attendant 

"The  poor  rogues  are  afraid  of  Guarine's  severity," 
«dRoM.',  "and  dare  not  tell  the  truth— I  shall  have 
•ome  one  in  private  claiming  the  reward  of  me." 
^^  I  would  I  had  the  privilege  myself,  damsel,"  said 
Suarinc;  "hut  for  these  fellows,  they  are  not  so  ti- 
Qorous  as  you  suppose  them,  being  even  too  ready  to 
■vouch  iluir  roguer>'  when  it  haJh  less  excuse— Be- 
idea.  I  promised  them  impunity.  Have  you  any  thing 
Miher  loonier  7" 

"Nothing,  pood  Guarine,"  said  Eveline;  "only  this 
null  donative  tci  procure  wine  for  thy  soldiers,  that 
hey  may  spend  the  next  night  mom  merrily  than  the 
Ml.— And  now  he  is  gone,— Maiden,  thou  must,  I 
hink,  be  now  well  aware,  that  what  thou  sawcst, 
ras  no  earthly  being?" 

"I  must  believe  nune  own  cars  and  eyes,  madam," 
fplied  Rose. 

•*  Do— but  allow  me  the  same  privilege,"  answered 
Sreline.  Belirve  me  that  my  dclivenT  (for  so  I  must 
all  him^  bore  the  features  of  one  who  neither  was, 
lor  could  be,  in  the  neizhlMurhood  of  Baldringham. 
Wl  me  but  one  thing— What  dost  thou  think  of  this 
«iraordinar\'  prediction- 

'  Widnw'd  wifr,  and  vredded  maid, 

Retrotliud.  bntrayer,  and  ttcU^redV 

rhoti  wilt  say  it  is  an  idle  invention  of  my  brain— 

hi!  think  it  fur  a  moment  the  speech  of  a  true  diviner, 

did  what  wouldst  thou  say  of  it?" 

"That  you  may  be  betrayed,  my  dearest  lady,  but 
lever  can  be  a  betrayer,"  answered  Rose,  with  oni- 
nation. 

Eveline  reached  her  hand  out  to  her  fricrid,  and  as 
he  pressed  afltfctionately  that  whirh  Rose  gave  in 
slum,  she  whispered  to  her  with  energy,  "I  thank 
hec  for  the  judf  ment,  which  my  own  heart  con- 


A  cloud  of  dust  now  announced  the  approach  of  the 
Constable  of  Chester  and  his  n'tintie,  aupnifnttxl  by 
the  attendance  of  his  host  Sir  William  Herl^ert,  and 
some  of  his  neighbours  and  kinsmen,  who  came  to  pay 
their  respects  to  the  orphan  of  the  Gorde  Dohmreuse, 
by  which  appellation  Eveline  was  known  uiM)n  her 
passase  through  their  territory. 

Eveline  remarked,  that,  at  their  greeting,  De  Lacy 
lookwl  with  displeased  surprise  at  the  disarrangement 
of  her  dress  a.nd  e<iuipugt!,  which  her  hasty  departure 
from  Baldringham  had  necessarily  occaKionerl ;  and 
she  was,  on  her  part,  struck  with  an  expression  of 
countenonco  which  seemed  to  soy.  "I  am  nor  to  be 
treated  as  an  ordinary  person,  who  may  be  received 
with  negligence,  and  treated  slightly  witri  impunity." 
For  the  first  time^  she  thought  that,  though  always 
deficient  in  grace  and  beauty,  the  Constalili.'s  coun- 
tenance was  formed  to  express  the  more  angry  pas- 
sions with  force  and  vivacity,  and  that  (the  who 
shared  his  rank  and  name  must  lay  her  account  with 
the  implicit  surrender  of  her  will  and  wishes  to  those 
of  an  arbitrary  lord  and  master. 

But  the  cloud  soon  passed  from  the  Constable's 
brow;  and  in  the  conversation  which  he  afterwards 
maintained  with  Herbert  and  the  oiIkt  knights  and 
gentlemen,  who  from  time  to  time  came  to  gret^t  and 
accompany  them  for  a  little  way  on  their  journey, 
Eveline  had  occask)n  to  admire  his  superiority,  botn 
of  sense  and  expression,  and  to  remark  the  attention 
and  deference  with  which  his  words  were  listeneti  to 
by  men  too  high  in  rank,  and  too  proud,  readily  to  ad- 
niit  any  pre-eminence  that  was  not  founded  on  ac- 
knowledged merit.  The  regard  of  women  is  generally 
much  influenced  bv  the  estimation  which  nn  indivi- 
dual maintains  in  tne  opinion  of  men ;  and  Eveline, 
when  she  concluded  her  ioumey  in  the  BentHlictiiie 
nunnery  in  Gloucester,  could  not  think  without  respect 
upon  the  renowned  warrior^  and  (relebrated  politician, 
whose  arknowIiHlged  abilities  appeared  to  place  him 
above  ever\'  one  whom  she  had  seen  approach  him. 
His  wife,  Eveline  thought  (and  she  was  not  without 
ambition.)  if  relinquishing  some  of  those  qualities  in  a 
husband  which  are  in  youth  most  captivating  to  the 
female  imagination,  must  be  still  generally  honour^i 
and  respected,  and  have  contentment,  if  not  romantic 
felicity,  within  her  reach. 


CHAPTER  XVI. 

Thb  Lady  Eveline  remained  nearly  four  months 
with  her  auiit,  the  Abbess  of  the  Benedictine  nunnery, 
under  whose  auspices  the  (Nonstable  of  Chester  saw 
his  suit  advance  and  nrosper  as  it  would  probably  have 
done  under  that  of  tne  decx'ased  Raymond  B<rrnger, 
her  brother.  It  is  probable,  however,  that,  but  for 
the  supposed  vision  of  the  Vir^n,  and  the  vow  of  gra- 
titude which  that  supposed  vision  had  called  forth, 
the  natural  dislike  of  so  young  a  person  to  a  match  so 
unequal  in  years  might  have  effectually  opposed  hia 
success.  Iniiet'd  Eveline,  while  honouring  the  Con- 
stable's virtues,  doing  justice  to  his  high  character, 
and  admiring  his  talents,  could  never  altogether  di- 
vest herself  of  a  secret  tear  of  him,  which,  while  it 
preventixl  her  fn)in  (expressing  any  direct  disapproba 
tion  of  his  addresses,  caused  her  sometimes  to  shud 
dcr,  she  scarce  knew  why,  at  the  idea  of  their  b(HX>niinK 
successful. 

The  ominous  words,  "betraying  and  betrayed," 
would  then  occur  to  her  memory;  and  when  hrr  aunt 
(the  m'riod  of  the  deeiN>st  mourning  l)eing  elapt'ed) 
had  nx<yl  a  day  for  her  l>etrf>tha],  she  ItKiked  forward 
to  It  with  a  fe(>liiigof  terrer,  for  which  she  was  unable 
to  account  to  herself,  and  which,  as  will  as  the  par- 
ticulars of  her  dream,  she  concealed  even  from  Fatlier 
Aldrovand  in  the  hours  of  confession.  It  was  not 
aversion  t(>  the  ('onstable— it  was  far  less  jireferenco 
to  any  other  suitor— it  was  one  of  those  instinctive 
movi  nu:nt<s  and  emotions  by  which  Naiun'  s«m  ms  to 
warn  us  of  approaching  danger,  though  furnishing  no 
information  res^M  cting  i;s  nature,  and  suggesting  no 
means  of  escaping  fnmi  it. 

So  strong  were  these  inlerxuls  of  apprehensbiit 
that  if  they  nad  been  seconded  by  the  lenKmstranom 
of  Rose  Flammock,  as  formerly,  ihey  might  pcrhaiNr 
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have  led  to  Eveline's  even  yet  fonning  Bome  resolution 
unfavourable  to  the  suit  of  the  Constnble.  But,  siili 
more  zealouR  for  her  lady's  honour  than  even  for  her 
happiness,  Row  liad  ftrictl)'  forborne  every  eHbn 
which  could  aifeci  Eveline's  purooae,  when  she  had 
once  expreived  her  approbation  olDe  Lacy's  address- 
es; and  whatever  she  thought  or  anticipated  con- 
ceming  llie  proposed  marriage,  she  seemed  from  that 
moment  to  consider  it  as  an  event  which  must  neces- 
sarily lake  place. 

De  Lacy  himself,  aa  he  learned  more  intimately  to 
know  the  merit  of  the  priie  which  he  was  desiniiis  of 
possessinK,  looked  forward  with  ditUrent  feelinas  lo- 


tion armament  those  eqMQJped  vesseb  wfaidi  he  hid 
provided,  and  which  even  now  awaited  the  embuk* 
ation  of  nimsel/  and  his  followers. 

Vet,  while  makins  these  msgnifioeot  pniflef^  ihi 
Constable  could  not  nelpiM-liuK  the>-  would  be  inads> 
quate  to  the  expectations  ol  the  neid  prelate  Baldwii, 
who.  as  he  had  himself  KochcU  the  crusade,  tod 
brouj^ht  the  Constable  asid  many  others  mio  thai 
holy  enza^ment.  niual  needs  see  with  displeasuRilk 
work  of  his  eloquence  eoJanKercd,  by  the  retreat  d 
BO  important  an  nssoriate  from  bis  favourite  emtrpmt 
To  soften,  therefore,  his  disappointiiient  as  much  ii 
possible,  the  Constable  offered  to  the  Arcbbuhop,  loai, 


wards  the  union,  than  those  with  which  he  haufiral  ;  in  the  event  of  his  obtainins  license  to  remoia  L 
proposed  the  nu>asure  to  Raymond  Berenf;er.    It  was  |  Britain,  his  forces  should  be  led  by  his  ne^w,  Da- 
then  a  mere  match  of  interest  and  convenience, 
which  had  occurred  to  the  mind  of  a  proud  and  pohtic 
(eiKial  lord,  aa  the  beat  mode  of  consolidating  jhe 


powtr  and  periwtuating  the  line  of  his  family.  Xor 
did  even  (he  splendour  of  Kveline's  l>eauty  make  that 
inipresfiuii  upon  De  Lacy,  which  it  was  calculated  (o 
do  on  the  fitrv  and  impassioned  chivalry  of  the  age. 
He  was  past  that  period  of  life  when  the  wise  arecap- 
tivaUxl  by  outward  form,  and  might  have  said  with 
truth,  as  well  as  with  diacrciion,  that  lie  couki  have 
wished  his  beautiful  bride  several  years  older,  and  pos- 
aessec  of  a  more  uioderatc  portion  of  personal  charms, 
in  onJer  to  have  rendered  the  match  more  fitted  for  his 
own  age  and  disposition.  This  stoicism,  however, 
vanished,  when,  on  repeated  interviews  with  his  di's- 
tined  bride,  he  found  thai  she  was  indeed  inexpurionced 
in  life,  but  desirous  to  be  guided  by  superior  wisdom.; 
and  that,  although  gifted  with  high  8pirit,and  a  disposi- 
tion which  began  to  recover  its  natural  elastic  gayety, 
she  was  gentle,  docile,  and.  above  all,  endowKlwith  a 
firmness  of  principle,  which  aecmed  to  give  assurance 
that  she  would  tread  uprightly,  and  wiuiout  spot,  the 
alippery  paths  in  which  youth,  rank,  and  beauty,  are 
doomed  to  move. 

As  feelings  of  s  warmer  and  more  impassioned  kind 
towards  Eveline  began  to  glow  in  De  Lacy's  bosom, 
his  engagefm;nts  as  a  cnisader  became  more  and  more 
burdensome  to  hiiii.  The  Benedictine  Ahbes8,  the 
natural  guardian  of  Eveline's  happiness,  added  to 
these  feelings  hy  her  reasoning  and  remonstrances. 
Although  a  nun  and  a  devotee,  she  held  in  reverence 
the  holy  state  of  matrimony,  and  comprehi'ndi-d  so 
much  of  it  as  to  be  aware,  that  its  important  pur^mscs 
could  not  be  acojmplishod  while  the  whole  connneiit 
of  Europe  was  interposed  betwixt  the  married  pair; 
for  as  to  a  hint  from  the  Constable,  that  his  yoimg 
a^use  might  accompany  him  into  the  dangerous  and 
dissolute  precints  ol  the  Crusaders'  camp,  the  good 


mian  Lacy,  already  renowned  for  his  early  feats  cf 
chivalrv,  the  present  hope  of  his  houses  aiid,  foiliflK 

■  and  6 


heire  of  his  own  body,  its  future  head  and  support 

The  Constable  look  the  most  prudeat.  methud  of 
communicating  this  proposal  to  the  Archbishop  Baki> 
win,  through  a  mutual  friend,  on  whose  good  ofBcM 
he  could  depend,  and  whose  interest  with  the  Pidtie 
was  refcardied  as  gresL  But  notwiihstandipg  ib 
splendour  of  the  proposal,  the  Prdate  heard  it  wiik 
sullen  and  obstinate  silence,  and  refinred  foraonMr 
to  a  personal  conference  with  the  Consubfe  ataaap' 
pointed  day,  when  concerns  of  the  church  wooidal 
the  Archbishop  to  the  ciiv  of  Gloucester.  The  nyoit 
of  the  mediator  was  such  as  induced  the  Coastub 
to  expect  a  severe  struggle  with  (he  proud  and  power 
All  churchman  I  but,  himself  proud  and  poweitul,aii 
backed  by  the  favour  of  his  sovereign,  be  did  not  Or 
pect  to  be  foiled  in  the  contesu 

The  necessity  that  this  point  should  be  pievioaiif 
adjusted,  as  well  as  the  recent  loss  of  Evehne'f  fin 
ther,  gave  an  air  of  privacy  to  De  Lacy's  c«sirtih«^ 
and  prevented  its  being  signalized  by  toumanMSH 
and  featH  o(  military  skill,  in  which  ne  would  ktn 
Iteen  otherwise  desirous  to  display  his  address  ioibr 
eyes  of  his  mistress.  The  rules  of  the  con  vent  pn- 
vented  his  giving  entertainments  of  dancing,  nume; 
or  other  more  pacific  revels;  and  although  the  Cop- 
stable  displayeri  his  aHbiuion  by  the  moat  spMid 
gii'ts  to  hiit  future  bride  and  Iut attendants,  the  vMi 
affair,  in  iheopiniim  of  the  experii>nced  Dame  Giiiiui 
procc-cded  more  with  the  solemnity  of  a  funeral,  ihu 
the  light  pace  of  an  aupoaching  bridal. 

The  bride  hcr^'lf  felt  something  of  thin,  and  thoquht 
occasionally  it  might  have  been  lightened  by  the  itstf 
of  young  Damian,  in  whose  age,  so  nearly  c« 
ponding  to  her  own,  slie  might  have  expected  i 
relief  from  the  formal  oourtslup  of  his  graver  am 
But  he  came  not;  and  from  what  the  Constable  i 


lady  crossed  herself  with  horror  at  the  prof>osal,  and  '  concerning  him,  she  was  led  to  imagine  that  iboib 
never  permitted  it  to  be  a  second  time  mentioned  in  j  lations  had,  for  a  time  at  least,  exchanged  occq»- 
her  prcs(.'nce.  tions  and  character.    The  elder  De  Lacy  contiaaei 

It  was  not  however,  uncommon  for  kings,  princes.  I  indeed,  in  nominal  observance  of  his  vow,  lo  dwcM 
and  other  persons  ot  high  consequence,  who  had  I  in  a  pavilion  by  the  gates  of  Gloucester ;  but  be  id- 


taken  upon  them  the  vow  to  rescue  Jerusalem,  to  ob- 
tain delays,  and  even  a  total  remission  of  their  engage- 
ment, by  proper  application  to  the  Church  of  Rome. 
The  Consiahfe  was  sure  to  possess  the  full  advantage 
of  his  wvereign's  interest  and  countenance,  in  seeking 
permission  to  remain  in  England,  for  he  was  the  noble 
to  whose  valour  and  policy  Henry  had  chiefly  in- 
tnisied  the  defence  of  the  disorderly  Welsh  inorclies; 
and  it  wbh  by  no  means  with  his  good-will  that  so 
useful  a  subject  had  ever  assumed  the  cross. 

It  was  settled,  therefore,  in  private  betwixt  the  Ab- 
bess and  the  Constable,  that  the  latter  should  solicit 
at  Rome,  and  with  the  Pope's  Legale  in  England,  a 
remission  of  his  vow  for  at  least  two  years;  a  favour 
which  it  was  thought  could  scarce  be  refused  to  one 
of  his  wealth  and  influence,  l>acked  as  it  was  with  the 
most  liberal  offers  of  assii^tance  towards  the  nidemp- 
tion  of  the  Holy  Land.  His  offen  were  indeetl  mu- 
nificent ;  for  he  pro|>o.sed,  if  his  own  personal  attend- 
ance were  dispensi'd  with,  to  send  a  hundred  lances  at 
his  own  cost,  each  lance  accompanied  by  two  suuires, 
three  archers,  and  a  varlet  or  horse-lMiy ;  being  double 
the  rciinu^  by  w Inch  his  own  iMTSon  was  to  have 
been  acconpanii'd.  He  Mffered  besides  to  deposit  the 
auin  of  two  thousand  bezants  to  the  general  expenses 
id  the  exped  ition,  to  surrender  to  the  use  of  the  Chris- 


dom  donned  his  armour,  substituted  costly  damadk 
and  silk  for  his  war-worn  shamoy  doublet,  and if- 
fectcd  at  his  advanced  time  of  lite  more  gayiifM 
attire  than  his  contemporaries  renienibered  at  dit* 
tim;iiishing  his  eady  youth.  His  nephew,  on  the  coo- 
rrarv,  resided  almost  constantly  on  ihe  marriwi  w 
Wales,  ficcupied  in  settling  by  prudence,  or  suhiuia^ 
by  main  force,  the  various  disturbanci^  by  vhxi 
these  provinci'S  were  continually  agitated ;  and  Efe 
line  learned  with  surprise,  that  it  was  with  diififaltr 
his  uncle  had  prevaik-d  on  him  to  be  present  tiiu 
ceremony  of  their  beins  betrothed  to  each  odier.W 
as  the  iVornians  entiilc<i  the  cercmonv,  their /«; 
caWiK.  This  engagement,  which  preceded  iheacBa. 
marriage  for  n  space  more  or  less.  acoonJinK  to  rr- 
cumsiaiices,  was  usually  celebrated  with  a  ai>kaiD!ir 
corresponding  to  the  rank  of  the  contracting  parties 

Thp  Constable  added,  with  expressions  of  nffRL 
that  Damian  gave  himself  too  little  rest,  coi 
his  early  youth,  slept  loo  little,  and  indulgied  la 
reHilei«!<  a  di.«nosition— that  his  health  was  suffcnof 
—and  that  a  learned  Jewish  lei^ch,  whoae  opiuoo  hau 
been  taken,  had  given  his  advice  that  the  wamtkoli 
more  genial  climate  was  necessary  to  restore  his  o» 
stitution  10  its  general  ond  natural  vigour. 

Eveline  heard  this  with  much  regret,  ibrihfl  n- 
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Hifiiibewd  Damian  as  the  angel  of  good  tidingSj  who 
RrvC  brought  her  news  of  dttliveranuc  from  the  forces 
of  the  Welsh ;  and  the  orcasions  on  which  they  had 
met.  though  mournful,  bn)Ufl;ht  a  sort  of  pleasure  in 
Rcollectinn,  so  gentle  had  been  the  youth's  doport- 
mcni,  and  so  consoling  his  expressions  of  Kvmpathy. 
She  wished  she  could  see  him,  thiit  she  might  herself 
judge  of  the  nature  of  his  illness;  for,  like  other  dnni- 
mIs  of  that  age,  she  was  not  cntin'ly  ignorant  of  the 
•rl  of  healing,  and  had  been  tnusrht  bv  Father  Aldro- 
trand,  himself  no  nivtan  [)hysician,  now  to  extract 
healing  essences  from  plants  and  herbs  gathered  im* 
der  planetary  hours.  She  thought  it  possible  that 
ber  talents  in  this  art,  slight  as  they  were,  might  p^r- 
haps  be  of  ser\'ice  to  one  already  her  friend  and 
hberator,  and  soon  about  to  become  her  very  near  re- 
lation. 

It  was  therefore  with  a  sensation  of  pleasure, 
mingled  with  some  confusion,  (at  the  idea,  doubtless, 
of  assuming  the  part  of  medical  adviser  to  so  young 
a  potient,)  that  one  evening,  while  the  convent  was 
•nembled  about  some  business  of  their  chapter  ahe 
heard  Gillian  announce  that  the  kinsman  of  the 
Lord  Constable  desired  to  speak  with  her.  She 
snatched  up  the  veU,  which  she  wore  in  compliance 
with  the  customs  of  the  house,  and  hastily  de8C(>nded 
A>  the  parlour,  commanding  the  attendance  of  Gillian, 
wha  nevertheless,  did  not  think  proper  to  obey  the 
■gnal. 

iVhen  she  entered  the  apartment,  a  man  whom  she 
had  never  seen  before  advanced,  kneeled  on  one  knee, 
and  taking  up  the  hem  of  her  veil,  salutfd  it  with  an 
air  of  the  moot  profound  resiwrt.  She  stepped  hack, 
mrprised  and  alarmed,  although  there  was  nothing 
in  the  appearance  of  the  stranger  to  justify  her  ap> 
prehension.  He  seemed  to  l)e  about  thirty  years  of 
age,  tall  of  stature,  and  bearing  a  noble  though  wasted 
form,  and  a  countenaiKc  on  which  disease,  or  per- 
haps youthful  indulgence,  had  anticipated  the  traces 
of  age.  His  demeanour  seemeii  courteous  and  re- 
^>ectful,  even  in  a  degree  which  approached  to  ex- 
eessL  He  observed  KveUne's  surpnse,  and  said,  in  a 
cone  of  pride^  mingled  with  emotion,  "I  fear  that  I 
have  been  mistaken,  and  that  my  visit  is  regarded  as 
an  unwelcome  intrusion." 

"  Aris^  sir,"  answered  Eveline,  "and  let  me  know 
jfnr  name  and  business.  I  was  summoned  to  a  kins- 
nan  of  the  Constabli!  of  Chester." 

"And  you  expected  the  stripUng  Damian,"  an- 
swered the  stran|rer.  "  But  the  match  with  which 
England  .rings  will  connect  you  with  others  of  the 
house  besides  that  young  )>ersou ;  and  amongst  these, 
with  the  luckless  Randal  de  Lacy.  Perhaps,"  con- 
tiniied  he,  "  the  fair  Eveline  Berenj^r  may  not  even 
have  heard  his  name  breathed  by  his  moR>  fortunate 
kinsman— more  fortunate  in  cverv  respect,  but  most 
fortunate  in  his  present  prospects." 

This  compliment  was  accompanied  by  a  deep 
reverence,  and  Eveline  stood  much  embarrassed  how 
to  reply  to  his  civilities ;  for  although  she  now  well 
rmieiubered  to  have  heard  this  Randal  slightly  men- 
tioned by  the  Constable  when  speaking  of  his  family, 
it  was  in  terms  which  implied  that  there  was  no 
good  understanding  betwixt  them.  She  therefore 
oc'y  relumed  his  courtesy  by  general  thanks  for  the 
honour  of  his  visit,  trusting  he  would  then  retiie; 
but  such  was  not  his  purpose. 

'"I  comprehend,"  he  said,  *'from  the  coldness  with 
which  tlie  Lady  Eveline  B(>rcnger  receives  me.  that 
what  she  has  heard  of  mo  from  my  kinsman  (if  in- 
deed he  thought  me  worthy  of  being  mentioned  to 
Jier  at  all)  has  been,  to  say  the  least  unfavourable. 
And  yet  my  name  once  stood  as  high  in  fields 
ind  courts,  as  that  of  the  Constable :  nor  is  it  aught 
more  disgraceful  than  what  is  indeed  often  esteemed 
the  worst  of  disgraces— poverty,  which  prevents  mv 
■till  aspiring  to  places  of  honour  and  fame.  If  my 
youthful  follies  have  been  numerous,  I  have  paid  for 
them  by  the  lora  of  mv  fortune,  and  the  degradation 
of  my  condition;  anil  therein  my  happy  kinsman 
jnicht.  if  he  pleased,  do  me  some  aid— I  moan  not 
with  his  purse  or  estate;  for,  poor  as  I  am,  1  would 
riot  live  on  alms  extorted  from  the  reluctant  hand  of 
an  esuangui  friend ;  but  his  countenance  vfould  put 


him  to  no  cost,  and,  in  so  far,  I  might  expect  sotno 
favour." 

"In  that  my  Lord  Constable,"  said  Eveline,  "must 
jud^e  for  himself.  1  have— as  yet,  at  least— no  right 
to  interfere  in  his  family  affairs;  and  if  I  should  ever 
have  such  right,  it  will  well  become  lue  to  bo  cautious 
how  I  use  it. 

"It  is  prudently  answered,"  replied  Randal ;  "  but 
what  1  ask  of  you  is  merely,  that  you,  in  your  gentle- 
ness, would  please  to  convey  to  my  cousin  a  suit, 
which  I  find  it  hard  to  bring  my  ruder  toninieto  utter 
with  .sufficient  submission.  The  usurers,  wnosii  claims 
hnvc  eaten  like  a  canker  into  my  means,  now  menace 
me  with  a  dungeon;  a  threat  which  they  Jnn.'d  not  mut- 
ter, far  less  attempt  fo  execute,  were  it  not  that  they  see 
mean  outcast,  unprotected  by  the  natural  head  of  my 
family,  and  regard  me  rather  as  they  would  some 
unfriended  vagrant,  than  aa  a  descendant  of  the  pow- 
erful House  of  Lacy.** 

"  It  is  a  sad  necessity,"  replied  Eveline ;  "  but  I  we 
not  how  I  can  help  you  in  such  extremity." 

"Easily,"  replied  Randal  de  Lacy.  "The  day  of 
your  betrothal  is  fixed,  as  I  hear,  repiirted ;  and  it  is 
your  right  to  select  what  witnesses  you  please  to  the 
solemnity,  which  may  the  saints  bless !  To  every 
one  but  niysolf,  presence  or  absence  on  that  occasion 
is  a  mtttter  of  mere  ceremony— to  me  it  is  olniost  life 
or  dea'h.  So  am  I  situated,  that  the  marked  uiKtance 
of  slight  or  contempt,  implied  by  my  exclusion  from 
this  meeting  of  our  family,  will  beheld  for  the  signal 
of  my  final  expulsion  from  the  House  of  the  De  Lacys, 
and  for  a  thousand  bloodhounds  to  assail  me  without 
mercy  or  forbearance,  whom,  cowanis  as  they  ure, 
even  the  slightest  show  of  countenance  from  my 

B)werful  kinsman  would  compel  lo  stand  at  bay. 
ut  why  should  I  occupy  your  time  in  talking  thus 7 
—Farewell,  madam— be  happy— and  do  not  think  of 
me  the  more  harshly,  that  (or  a  few  minutes  1  have 
broken  the  tenor  of  your  happy  thoughts,  by  forcing 
mv  misfortunes  on  your  notice. 

^*  Stay,  sir,"  said  Kveliiie,  affected  by  the  lone  and 
manner  of  the  noble  suppliant;  "you  shall  not  have 
it  to  say  that  you  have  told  your  aistress  to  Eveline 
Berenger,  without  receiving  such  aid  as  is  in  her 
power  to  give.  I  will  mention  your  request  to  the 
Constable  of  Chester." 

"  Vou  must  do  more,  if  you  really  mean  to  assist 
me,"  said  RTindal  de  Lacy,  "you  must  muke  that 
request  your  own.  You  do  not  know,"  said  he, 
continuing  to  bend  on  her  a  fixed  and  expressive 
look,  "how  hard  it  is  to  change  the  fixed  purpose 
of  a  De  Lacy— a  twelvemonth  nence  you  will  pro- 
bably be  better  acquainted  with  the  firm  texture  of 
our  resolutions.  But,  at  present,  what  can  withstand 
your  wish  should  you  deign  to  express  it ')" 

"Your  suit,  sir,  shall  not  be  lost  for  want  of  m* 
advancing  it  with  my  good  word  and  good  wiahea," 
replied  Eveline:  "but  you  must  be  well  aware  that 
its  success  or  failure  must  rest  with  the  Constable 
himself." 

Randal  de  Lacy  took  his  leave  with  the  same  aii 
of  deep  reverence  which  had  marked  his  entrance; 
only  that,  as  he  then  saluted  the  skirt  of  Eveline's 
robe,  he  now  rendered  the  same  homage  by  touching 
her  hand  with  his  lip.  She  saw  him  depart  with  a 
mixture  of  emotions,  in  which  compassion  was  pre- 
dominant ;  although  in  his  complaints  of  tliu  Con- 
stable's unkindness  to  him  there  waa  someihinsr 
offensive,  and  his  avowal  of  follies  and  excess  seemed 
uttered  rather  in  the 'spirit  of  wounded  pride,  than  in 
thai  of  contrition. 

When  Eveline  next  saw  the  Constable,  she  told 
him  of  the  visit  of  Randal,  and  of  his  request ;  and 
strictly  obsi>rving  his  countenance  while  she  spoke, 
fhe  saw,  that  at  the  first  mention  of  his  kinsman's 
name,  a  gleam  of  anger  ahot  along  his  features.  He 
soon  subdue<i  it,  however,  and  fixing  his  eyes  on  tho 
ground,  listened  to  Eveline's  detailed  account  of  the 
visit,  and  her  request  "  that  Randall  might  be  ono  of 
the  invileH  witnesses  to  their^a7icai7/w." 

Th(>  Cui.ofable  paused  for  a. moment,  as  if  he  wei4 
considering  how  U)  elude  the  solicitation.  At  length 
he  replied,  "  You  do  not  know  for  whom  you  ask  tfiia, 
or  you  would  perhaps  have  Ibrborite  your 
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nfither  nnyou  apprined  of  its  full  import,  though  my 
crafty  cousiin  woil  knows,  that  whfn  I  do  him  this 
{srnce  which  he  n ska,  I  bind  iiiyHi^lf.  as  it  wen*,  in  the 
eye  of  ihe  world  once  more— and  it  will  bv  for  the 
inird  time— to  interfile  in  his  nfliiira,  and  place  them 
on  such  n  footinu  ns  may  afl'ord  him  the  means  of  re- 
estahlishim;  his  fallen  consi^iucnce,  and  repairinj;  his 
numerous  errors." 

"  And  wherefore  not,  my  lord  7"  said  the  generous 
Eveline.  "  If  he  has  b(n*n  ruined  only  throu^li  foihes, 
he  is  now  of  nn  nt^e  when  tliesi*  are  no  lont^rr  tempt- 
ing snares ;  and  if  his  hi^ri  and  hand  begooii,  he  may 
yet  he  an  honour  to  the  House  of  De  Lacy." 

The  Consiahle  shook  his  head.  "  He  hath  indeed," 
U«  euid,  **a  lieart  and  hand  fit  for  service,  ISod 
knoweth,  wheilur  in  good  or  evil.  But  never  shall 
it  he  said  tlint  you,  my  fair  Eveline,  made  riqucst 
of  Hugh  de  Lacy,  which  he  was  not  to  his  uttermost 
willing  to  comply  with.  Randall  shall  attend  at  our 
fiancailUs  .—there  \e  indeed  the  more  caused  for  his 
attendance,  as  I  somewhat  fear  we  may  lack,  that 
of  our  value<i  nephew  Damian,  whost.'  mniady  rather 
increases  than  declines,  and,  as  I  hear,  with  strange 
symptoms  of  unwontiMJ  disturbance  of  mind  and  starts 
of  tcmptT,  to  which  the  youth  hath  not  hitherto  been 
subject." 


CHAPTER  XVIL 

Rinf  (Mt  thn  mrrrj  helli,  the  bride  appraarhef. 
The  blush  urioti  livr  rhrt'k  hu  thamciJ  the  momiaf , 
For  that  in  davmmg  itaMj.    (irant,  rood  minlJ, 
Tiime  rloud«  bvtokca  niuiftat  of  evil  omen  \  —  UU  PtOf. 

The  day  of  the  ^fianrailies,  or  espousals,  was  now 
appronchin?;  and  it  sec-nis  that  neither  the  profession 
of  the  .\bbess,  nor  her  Fnictice  at  least,  were  so 
rigid  as  to  prevent  her  st'lecting  the  {{real  parlour 
of  the  convent  for  thai  holy  rite,  although  neces- 
sarily intru<]ucing  nuiny  male  guests  within  those 
vestal  precincts,  and  notwithstanding  that  the  rite 
itself  was  the  prdiminary  to  a  state  which  the  in- 
mates of  the  cloister  had  renounctwi  for  ever.  The 
Abbess's  Norman  pride  of  birth,  and  the  real  interest 
which  she  took  in  her  niece's  advancement,  overcame 
all  scniples :  and  the  venerable  mother  might  be  sei>n 
in  unwonted  bustle,  now  giving  orders  to  the  gardener 
for  dtjcking  the  apartment  with  flowers— now  to  her 
cellaress,  her  prei*entri.x,  and  the  lay-sisters  of  the 
kitchen,  for  preparing  a  splendid  bamjuet,  mingling 
her  commands  on  these  worldly  subiecis  with  an 
occasional  ejaculation  on  their  vanity  and  worthless- 
ness,  and  every  now  and  then  converting  the  busy 
and  anxious  looks  which  she  threw  upon  her  prepara- 
tions into  a  solemn  turning  upward  of  eyes  and  fold- 
ing of  harids,  as  one  who  Mghcd  over  the  mere  earthly 
pomp  which  she  took  such' trouble  in  superintending. 
At  another  time  the  goo<i  lady  might  have  boen  seen 
in  close  consultation  with  Father  Aldrovand,  upon  the 
ceremonial,  civil  and  n-ligioua,  which  was  to  accom- 
pany a  solemnity  of  such  consequence  to  her  family. 

Mean  while  the  reina  of  discipline,  although  re- 
laxed for  a  season,  were  not  entirely  thrown  loose. 
The  outer  court  ot  the  convent  was  indeed  for  the 
time  opened  for  the  reception  of  the  male  sex ;  but 
the  younger  sisters  and  novices  of  the  house  being 
carefully  secluded  in  the  more  inner  apartments  of 
the  extensive  building,  under  the  immediate  eye  of  a 
grim  old  nun,  or,  as  the  conventual  rule  designed  her, 
an  ancient,  sad,  and  virtuous  person.  ierni(»  Mistress 
of  the  No\nce8,  were  not  permittea  to  pollute  their 
eyes  by  looking  on  waving  phimes  and  rustling  man- 
tfea.  A  few  sistersj  indeed!  of  the  Abbess's  own  stand- 
ing, were  left  at  liberty,  being  such  goods  as  it  was 
thought  could  not,  in  shopman's  phrase,  take  harm 
from  the  air,  and  which  are  therefore  left  lying  loose 
on  the  counter.  These  antiquated  daines  went  mump- 
ing about  with  much  afTi^cted  indiflcrencc,  and  a  great 
deal  of  real  curiosity^,  endeavouring  indirectly  to  get 
information  concerning  names,  and  dresses,  and 
decorations,  without  daring  to  show  such  interest  in 
these  vanities  as  actual  questions  on  the  subject  might 
nave  implied. 

A  stout  band  of  the  Constable's  spearmen  guarded 
the  {(ate  of  the  nunnervi  admitting  within  tne  hal- 


lowed precinct  the  few  only  who  were  to  be  preMit  it 
the  Hoiemnity,  with  their  principal  attendants;  tod 
while  tiie  former  were  ushered  with  all  duecerennony 
into  the  apartments  dressed  out  for  the  occasioo,  the 
nitendants,  although  detained  in  the  outer  court,  were 
liberallv  supplied  with  refreshments  of  the  most  sub- 
staritial  kind;  and  had  the  amusement,  so  dear  to 
itu>  menial  classes,  of  examining  and  criticising  their 
masters  and  misin^sses,  as  they  passed  into  the  inte- 
rior apartments  preftared  for  their  reci-ption. 

Amongst  the  domestics  who  were,  thus  employed, 
were  old* Raoul  the  huntsman  and  his  jolly  dame r- 
he  gay  and  glorious,  in  a  new  cassoirk  of  green  xA- 
vet,  she  gracious  and  comely,  in  a  kirtle  of  yellow 
silk,  fringed  with  niinivair.and  that  at  nomeancoit, 
were  t<fjually  busied  in  beholding  the  gay  spectacle. 
The  most  inveterate  wars  have  their  occasional  termi 
of  truce :  the  most  bitter  and  boisterous  weather  in 
hours  of  warmth  and  of  calmness;  and  so  was  it 
with  the  matrimonial  horizon  of  this  amiable  pair, 
which,  usuallv'  cloudy,  had  now  for  a  brief  space 
cleared  up.  The  splendour  of  their  new  appard,  the 
mirth  of  the  spectacle  around,  them,  with  the  aid, 
perhaps,  of  a  bowl  of  muscadine  quaffbd  by  Raoul, 
and  a  cup  of  hippocras  sipped  by  his  wife,  had  ren- 
dered th<;in  ratn<>r  more  agreeable  in  each  oiher'i 
eyes  than  was  their  wont;  good  cheer  being  in  such 
cases,  as  oil  is  to  a  nisty  lock,  the  means  of  makiog 
those  valves  move  smoothly  and  glibly,  which  olhe^ 
wise  work  not  toother  at  all,  or  by  shrieks  aoa 
groans  express  their  reluctance  to  move  in  unioa. 
The  pair  had  stuck  themselves  into  a  kind  of  nichcL 
threi>  or  four  sti^s  from  the  ground,  which  contained 
a  small  stone  bench,  whence  their  curious  eyes  aiuld 
scrutinize  with  advantage  every  guest  who  entered 
the  court. 

Thus  placed,  and  in,  their  present  state  of  tempo- 
rary concord,  Raoul  with  his  frosty  visage  formed  oo 
unapt  representative  of  January,  the  bitter  father  of 
the  year:  and  though  Gillian  was  past  the  delirais 
blooiii  of  youthful  I^Iay,  yet  the  melting  fire  of  afiiU 
black  eye,  and  the  genial  glow  of  a  ripe  and  crimson 
chivk,  made  her  a  lively  type  of  the  fruitful  and  iovial 
August.  Dame  Gillian  used  to  make  it  her  ooaat, 
that  she  could  please  every  body  with  her  goeeiiii 
when  she  choMt  it.  from  Raymond  Berenger  down  to 
Robin  the  horse-boy;  and  like  a  giKxi  housewife 
who,  to  keep  hrr  hand  in  use,  will  sometimes  even 
condescend  to  dress  a  dish  for  her  husband's  sole  eat- 
ing, she  now  thought  proper  to  practise  her  ppwtn 
of  pleasing  on  old  Raoul,  fairly  conquering,  in  bcr 
successful  sallies  of  mirth  and  satire,  not  only  hii 
cynical  temperament  towards  all  human  kind,  bat 
his  p(!culiar  and  special  disposition  to  be  testy  with 
his  spouse.  Her  j[okes,  such  as  they  were,  and  the 
coquetry  with  w-hieh  they  were  enforced,  had  each 
an  effect  on  this  Timon  of  the  woods,  that  he  coded 
up  his  cynical  nose,  displayed  his  few  straggling 
teeth  like  a  cur  about  to  bite,  broke  out  into  a  Mik- 
ing laugh,  which  was  more  jikc  the  cry  of  one  (^hii 
own  hounds — ^stopped  short  iii  the  explosion,  as  if  be 


jaws,  pinched  eyes,  and  convolved  nose,  bear  i 
small  resemblance  to  one  of  those  fantastic  facet 
which  dt'coratt^  the  upper  end  of  old  bass  viols. 

**Is  not  this  beitiT  than  laying  your  dog- leash  oa 
your  loving  wife,  as  if  she  were  a  brach  or  the  kea- 
nel  7"  said  August  to  January. 

"In  troth  is  it,"  answered  .January,  in  a  frost-bittea 
tone;—"  and  so  it  is  nlso  better  than  doing  the  brach* 
tricks  which  bring  the  leash  into  exercise." 

"  Humph  r'  said  Gillian,  in  the  tone  of  one  who 
thought  her  husband's  proposition  might  bear  beioc 
disputed;  but  instantly  chaiigine  the  note  to  that (X 
tender  complaint,  "An!  Raoul,'  she  said,  "do  yoa 
not  remember  how  you  once  beat  me  because  onr 
late  lord— Our  Lady  assoilzie  him !— took  my  crimaoo 
breastknot  for  a  peony  rose  7" 

"Ay,  ay,"  said  the  huntsman;  "I  remember  our 
old  master  would  make  such  mistake*— Our  Lady 
assoilzie  him !  as  you  say— The  best  hound  will  huut 
counter,' 
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**  And  how  could  you  think,  drnrcvt  Raoul,  to  let 
iho  wife  of  thy  Immm  ro  so  long  without  a  new  kir- 
Je T"  raid  hit*  hclpiiiRte. 

'*  Why,  thou  hast  got  one  from  our  young  \sn\y  that 
n^^hl  B<.>rve  a  ro(inti*8K"  snid  Raoul,  hi8  concord 
■rred  by  her  touching  this  chord—"  how  many  kir> 
ies  wouldst  thou  have  T* 

**  Only  two,  kind  Raoul ;  just  that  folk  may  not 
•ount  their  children's  age  by  the  date  of  Dame  Gil- 
ian'H  lost  now  gown." 

*'  W^ll,  well— It  is  hard  that  a  man  cannot  be  in 
pood  humour  once  and  away  without  being  made  to 
my  for  it.  But  thou  shall  have  a  new  kirtte  at  Mh 
ihaeimas,  when  I  sell  the  bucks*  hides  for  the  sea- 
son. The  very  antlers  should  bring  a  good  penny 
his  year." 

**  Ay,  ay,"  said  Gillian ;  "  I  ever  tell  thee,  husband, 
he  hornn  would  be  worth  the  hide  in  a  fair  market." 

Raoul  turned  briskly  round  as  if  a  wasp  had  stung 
lim,  and  there  is  no  guessing  what  his  reply  mijght 
lave  been  to  this  seemingly  innocent  observation, 
lad  not  a  gaiinnt  horseman  at  that  instant  entered 
he  court,  nhd,  dismounting  like  the  others,  gave  his 
lorae  to  the  charge  of  a  squire,  or  oiuerry,  whose 
ittire  blazed  with  embroidery. 

"  By  Saint  Hut>ert,  a  proper  horseman,  and  a  du- 
rier  for  an  earl,"  said  Raoul:  "and  my  Lord  Con- 
itable*8  liveries  withal— yet  I  know  not  the  gallant" 

''  But  I  do  "  said  Gillian ;  "It  is  Randal  de  Lacy, 
he  Constable's  kinsman,  and  as  good  a  man  as  ever 
rame  of  the  name !" 

"Oh !  by  ISnint  Hubert,  I  have  heard  of  him— men 
ny  he  is  a  reveller,  and  a  jangler,  and  a  waster  of  his 
loods." 

"Men  lie  now  and  then,"  said  Gillian,  drily. 

"And  women  also."  replied  Raoul;— "why,  me- 
thinks  he  winked  on  thee  just  now." 

"That  right  eye  of  thine  saw  never  true  since  our 
loqod  loni— Saint  Mary  rest  him !— flung  a  cup  of 
•rine  in  thy  face,  for  pressing  over  boldly  into  his 
withdrawing  room." 

"I  marvel,"  said  Raoul,  as  if  he  heard  her  not, 
'that  yonder  ruffler  comes  hither.  I  have  heard  that 
ht  is  susp<'ctcd  to  have  attempted  the  Constable's 
bfis,  and  that  they  have  not  spoken  together  for  five 
ftars." 

"He  comes  on  my  young  lady's  invitation,  and 
(hat  I  know  fiiU  welV'  said  Dame  Gillian;  "and  ho 
ia  lese  like  to  do  the  Constoblo  wrong  than  to  have 
wrong  at  his  hand,  poor  gentleman,  as  indeed  he  has 
bad  enough  of  that  nireadv." 

"  And  who  told  thee  soT'  said  Raoul,  bitterly. 

"No  matter,  it  was  one  who  knew  all  alK>ut  it 
very  well."  said  the  dame,  who  began  lo  fear  that,  in 
dwlaying  h(>r  triumph  of  superior  information,  she 
bad  been  rather  over-communicative. 

"It  must  hHve  been  the  devil,  or  Randal  himself," 
■id  Raoul,  "  for  no  other  mouth  is  large  enough  for 
Rich  a  lie.— But  hark  ye,  Dame  Gillian,  who  is  he 
that  presses  forward  neit,  like  a  man  that  scarce  sees 
bow  ne goes?" 

"  Even  your  angel  of  grace,  my  young  Squire  Da- 
mian,"  said  Damo  Gillian. 

"It  is  impossible!"  answered  Raoul— "Call  me 
blind  if  thou  wilt ;— but  I  have  never  set^n  man  so 
eaanged  in  a  few  weeks— and  his  at  tin;  is  flung  on 
bim  so  wildly  as  if  he  wore  a  horse-cloth  round 
bim  insU'ad  <>f  a  mantle— What  can  ail  the  youth  ? 
—he  has  made  a  dead  pause  at  the  door,  as  if  he 
■w  aomcihing  on  the  threshold  that  drharnni  his 
entrance.— S:unt  Hubert,  but  he  looks  as  if  he  were 
elf-stricken !" 

"You  eviT  thought  him  such  a  treasure!"  said 
Qillian  ;  "and  now  look  at  him  as  he  stands  by  the 
■rfe  of  a  real  gentleman,  how  he  stares  and  trembles 
u  if  he  wi:re  di^^traught." 

"I  will  siK*ak  to  him,"  said  Raoul,  forgetting 
ilia  lamenoMit,  and  sprinj^nng  from  his  elevated  sta- 
tion—" I  will  speak  to  him ;  and,  if  he  be  unwHl,  I 
lave  my  lancets  and  fleams  to  bleed  man  as  well  as 
mil**." 

"And  a  fit  physician  for  such  a  patient,"  mutteretl 
Tillian,— "a  dou-leech  for  a  dreamy  madman,  that 
Miiher  knows  hit  own  diaeaae  nor  the  way  to  cure  '.t" 


Mean  while  the  old  huntsman  msde  hie  way  to- 
wards the  entrance^  before  which  Damian  remained 
standing,  in  apparent  unreriainiy  wliether  he  should 
enter  or  not,  regardless  of  the  crowd  around,  and  at 
the  same  time  attracting  their  attention  by  the  singu- 
lority  of  his  defmriment. 

Raoid  had  a  private  regard  for  Damian ;  for  which, 
perhaps,  it  was  a  chief  reason,  that  of  late  his  wife 
had  been  in  the  habit  of  speaking  of  him  in  a  tone 
more  disrespectful  than  she  usually  applied  to  hand- 
some young  men.  Besides,  he  understood  thu  youth 
was  a  second  Sir  Trisirem  in  silvan  sports  by  wood 
and  river,  and  there  needed  no  more  to  fetter  Raoul's 
soul  to  hnn  with  bands  of  steel.  He  saw  with  great 
concern  his  conduct  attract  general  notice,  mixed 
with  some  ridicule. 

"He  stands."  said  the  town-jester,  who  had 
crowded  into  the  gay  throng,  "  before  the  gate,  like 
Balaam's  ass  in  the  Mystery,  when  the  animal  seea 
so  much  more  than  can  be  si^n  hy  any  one  eUe." 

A  cut  from  RaouFs  ready  hash  rewarded  the 
felicity  of  this  application,  and  sent  the  fool  howl- 
ing ofr  to  seek  a  more  favourable  audience  for  his 
pleasantry.  At  the  same  time  Raoul  pressed  up 
to  Damian,  and  with  an  earnestness  very  diflerent 
from  his  usual  dry  causticity  of  manner,  bes$^  him 
for  God's  sake  not  to  make  himself  the  general 
M>ectacle,  by  standing  there  as  if  the  devil  sat  on 
the  doorwoy,  but  either  to  enter,  or.  what  might  be 
as  becoming,  to  retire,  arid  make  himself  more  fit 
in  apparel  lor  attending  on  a  solemnity  so  nearly 
concerning  his  house. 

"And  what  ails  my  apparel,  old  man?"  said 
Damian,  turning  sternly  on  the  huntsman,  as  ono 
who  has  be(>n  nastily  and  uncivilly  roused  from  a 
reverie. 

"Only,  with  respect  to  your  valour,"  answered  the 
huntsman,  "men  do  not  unially  put  old  mantlea 
over  new  doublets ;  and  methinks,  with  submission, 
that  of  yours  neither  accords  with  your  dress  nor  is 
fitted  for  this  noble  presence." 

"Thou  art  a  fool!"  answered  Damian,  "and  as 
fcreen  in  wit  as  gray  in  years.  Know  you  not  that 
m  these  days  the  young  and  old  consort  together- 
contract  together— wed  together?  and  should  we 
take  more  care  to  moke  our  apparel  consistent  than 
our  actions  ?" 

"  For  God's  sake,  my  loni,"  said  Raoul,  "  forbear 
these  wild  and  dangenMis  words !  ihey  may  be  heard 
by  other  ears  than  mine,  and  construed  by  worse 
interpreters.  There  may  be  here  those  who  wMl  pre- 
tend to  track  mischief  from  light  words,  as  I  would 
find  a  buck  from  his  frayings.  Your  cheek  is  pale, 
my  lord,  your  eye  is  bloodshot;  for  Heaven's  sake 
retire !" 

"  I  will  not  retire,"  said  Damian,  with  yet  more 
distemp<'raiurcof  manner,  "till I  have  seen  the  Lady 
Eveline." 

"  For  the  sake  of  all  the  saints,"  ejaculated  Raoul, 
"  not  now!— You  will  do  my  lady  incredible  injury  bv 
forcing  yours«'lf  into  h«'r  prest-nce  in  this  condition." 

"Do  you  think  so?"  said  Damian,  the  remark 
seeming  to  operate  as  a  sedative  which  enabled  him 
to  collect  his  scottered  thoughts— "Do  vou  really 
think  so?— I  thought  that  to  have  looked  upon  her 
once  more— hut  no  -you  anj  in  the  right,  old  man." 

He  turned  fnuu  the  door  oh  if  to  withdraw,  hut  ere 
he  cxnild  accomplish  his  purpose,  he  turned  yet  more 
pale  than  liefore,  Hiaggerni,  and  fell  on  the  pavement 
ere  Raoul  could  afford  him  his  support,  useless  as  that 
might  have  proved.  Those  who  raised  him  wero 
surprised  to  observe  that  his  garments  were  soiled 
witn  blood,  and  that  the  stains  upon  his  cloak,  which 
had  been  critiLiw*!  by  RjiouI,  wtre  of  the  same  com- 
plexion. A  grave- lo«>king  iJersonage,  wrapped  in  a 
sad-coloured  mantle,  came  torih  from  the  crowd. 

"I  knew  how  it  would  Ik*."  he  baid;  "I  made 
venesection  this  morning,  and  commanded  repoae 
and  sleep  acconling  to  the  aphorisms  of  Hippocra'eB; 
but  if  young  gentlemen  will  neglect  the  onlmance 
of  their  physician,  medicine  will  avenge  hersilf.  It 
is  innN>ssible  that  my  bandage  or  ligature,  knit  by 
these  fingers,  should  nave  started  but  to  avengi'  tmi 
neglect  of  the  precepta  of  arL" 
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(Chap.  XTQ. 


"  Wliat  Tnnans  this  pratp?"  raid  the  voice  of  the 
ConstahK*,  before  which  all  others  wcrt*  Bilenl.    He 
hn;)  brill fi'iiiinionixl  i\>n\\  iiist  nstbo  riu-  of  oHpouHiil 
or  l';iro'hiiiii  was  coiuiitirled.  on  the  confusiori  or- 
casioiu'd  bv  D.iininjrH  ."iiufilioii,  and  now  Hlcrnly  ; 
coiniiiriMil  .']  iho  pUvwicitm  to  replace  the  banda;;!'^ 
winch  Ikk!  jtlippt-d  from  hi.-i  iif.phi.'w's  iinn,  hinu'Hflf  I 
iisKistins  III  tiu:  10 '*k  of  sup^K^rtini;  the  paTieiif,  with  i 
tfie  niixiuns  and  dt.>eplv  a;;iiatul  leciiiiuH  of  one  who  '< 
ht[w  a  lu-nr  uiid  jiij-jfy  vahK'4i  rehiiive  -hh  yet,  the 
heir  of  his  fain»^  an  I  fu rail y— stretched  before  him  in 
a  condition  .s->  dan;;urous. 

Hut  tlic  ^rii.'fs  of  the  powerful  and  the  fortunate  are 
often  luins.i'.i  with  the  nnpaliriiccof  iniernipi'.>d  pros- 
p»!rity.  "  Whni  means  thi.s  ?"  he  deiiinndi.'d  nternly 
ot  the  Itvcch.  "I  Hciii  yon  this  niorniii;?  to  attend  my 
nephi  V- .ni  ihr  first  ticlinuH  of  hie  ilhieHei,  and  ctjni- 
jrinnd'Hi  that  he  fthouh]  make  no  attempt  to  bi'preiM^nt 
on  this  day's  !;oh>nii.ily,  yet  1  find  iiiin  in  thid  state* 
to  A.  J  •::  rliis  placi*." 

*'  So  please  vour  lordship,"  replied  the  leech,  with 
a  cousL'ioiis  c<o(f-im[K>rta^]('e,  wiiioii  even  the  pre^'nce 
of  tiie  Constable  cx)uld  not  Bubdue— "  Curatio  est 
eanuuicot  tion  coarta  ;  which  fti^^nifieth,  my  lord,  that 
the  physician  acleth  his  cure  by  rules  of  art  and 
science— by  advice  and  pr(.'scnpti»)n,  but  not  by  force 
or  violence  u[hiii  tlit^  patient,  who  cannot  be  at  all 
benefited  unices  he  be  voluntarily  amenable  to  the 
orders  of  his  iiuHlicum.*' 

"Tell  me  not  of  your  jargon,"  said  De  Lacy;  "if 
my  nephew  was  li^htiiended  enough  to  attempt  to 
come  hither  in  liie  hear  of  a  dehrious  distemper,  you 
sliould  liHve  had  sense  to  prevent  him,  had  it  ocen  by 
actual  fone." 

"]t  may  1k',"  said  Randal  de  Lacy,  Joining;  the 
crowd,  who,  forgetting  the  cause  which  had  hrou|iht 
them  louether,  were  now  assi^mbled  about  Dainian, 
"  that  more  powerful  was  the  ni:i;^net  which  drew 
our  kinf>man  hither,  than  aught  the  leech  could  do  to 
withhold  him." 

The  Constable,  still  busied  about  his  nephew,  Ux>ketl 
up  as  Ilnndal  spoke,  and,  when  he  was  done,  asked, 
with  formal  coldness  of  manner.  "Ha,  fair  kinsman, 
of  what  mapnet  do  you  speak  T 

"  Surely  of  your  nephew's  love  and  regord  to  your 
lordship,'^  answered  Randal,  "which,  not  to  mention 
his  respect  for  the  Lady  Eveline,  must  have  com- 
pelled him  hither,  if  his  limbs  were  able  to  bear  him. 
—And  here  the  bride  conies  I  think,  in  charity,  to 
tliank  him  for  his  zeal." 

"  What  unhappy  case  is  this  1"  said  the  Lady  Eve- 
line, pressing  iorward,  much  disordered  with  the 
intelliLrence  of  Dainian's  danger,  which  had  been 
suddenly  conveyed  to  her.  Is  there  nothing  in 
which  my  poor  sirvice  may  avail?" 

"  .\othmp,  lady,"  said  llie  Constable,  riainp  from 
beside  his  nephew^  and  taking  her  hand ;  "  your  kind- 
ness is  here  mi!«miied.  This  motley  assembly,  this 
unseeming  confusion,  Iwcome  not  your  presence." 

"Unless  it  could  bo  bi^lpfiil,  my  lord,"  said  Eve- 
line^  e.i.^orly.    "  It  is  your  nephew  who  is  in  daii^ei 
ujr  oeh\»fer— one  of  my  deliverers,  I  would  say.  * 

He  is  fitly  attjndod  by  his  chiriirgeon."  said  the 
Constable.  leading  back  his  reluctant  brine  into  the 
convriii,  while  the  medical  attendant  triumphantly 
exclaimed, 

"Well  iudgeth  my  Lord  Constable,  to  withdiiaw 
his  noble  lady  from  the  host  of  petticoated  empirics, 
who,  like  so  many  Amazons,  break  in  upon  and 
derange  the  regular  course  of  physical  practice,  with 
their  petulant  pro^ostics,  their  rash  recipes,  their 
iDithridatc:  their  febrifuges,  their  amulets,  and  their 
charms.    Well  speaketh  the  Ethnic  poet, 

*  Non  •ndet,  niii  qov  rlidicit,  dam  quod  rordieorain  est ; 
Promittunt  nMNlici—ifactant  rabhiia  fabri.' " 

As  he  repeated  these  lines  with  much  emphasis,  the 
doctor  permitted  his  patient's  arm  to  drop  from  his 
hand,  that  he  might  aid  the  cadence  with  a  flourish 
of  his  own.  "There,"  said  he  to  the  spectators,  "is 
what  none  of  you  understand— no,  by  Saint  Luke, 
nor  the  Constable  himself." 

"  But  bt:  knows  how  to  whip  in  a  hound  that  bab- 
bies when  ho  sliould  be  busy,"  said  Raoul;  and, 


flilrnced  by  this  hint,  the  chmifFieon  betook  hiimelf 
to  his  proper  duty,  of  superintending  the  ivnnKival  of 
yourix;  Dniiii:in  to  an  apartment  in  the  neiKbUwriDg 
stri<«.L,  where  tli«  symptoms  of  his  disonitr  seemed 
rather  to  increase  than  diminish,  and  spitilily  re- 
quired all  the  skill  and  atientiuu  which  the  leech 
could  besti^w. 

'J'lie  subs('rii)tion  of  ihc  contract  of  marrias^e  had. 
88  already  noticed,  been  just  conclufk-d.  when  the 
comna'iy  as  item  bled  on  the  occasion  wen^  interrupted 
by  tlie  news  of  Oamian's  illness.  When  the  Coo' 
stable  le<l  his  bride  from  the  C4>urt-yard  into  the  apart- 
ment whert;  the  company  was  adsembled,  there  wis 
disoomiHi.xiin;  and  uneasiness  on  the  countenance  of 
both  ;  and  it  was  not  a  little  increased  by  theliride 
pulling  her  hand  hastily  from  the  hold  of  the  bride* 
groom,  on  observing  that  the  latter  was  staim-d  with 
nreiii  blood,  and  had  in  truth  left  the  same  stamp 
upon  her  own.  With  a  faint  czclamotion  she  showed 
tlie  marks  to  Rose,  saying,  at  the  same  time,  "Whit 
bodes  this?— Is  this  the  revenge  of  the  Bloody-finKtf 
alnady  commencing  ?" 

"It  Uxles  nothing,  my  dearest  lady,"  said  Rose- 
"  it  is  our  own  fears  that  are  urophets.  not  those  trifles 
which  we  lake  for  augur\'.  For  God  s  sake,  speak  to 
my  lord !  He  is  surpnseJ  at  your  agitatioik" 

"  Ia»i  him  ask  me  liie  cause  himself,"  said  Eveline: 
"  fitter  it  should  Ih:  told  at  his  bidding,  thaii  be  ofteini 
by  me  unaske<i." 

The  Constable,  while  his  bride  stood  thus  convers- 
ing with  hor  maiden,  had  also  obscrvtt],  that  in  hit 
anxiety  to  a.s«ist  his  nephew,  he  had  tran^terrud  part 
of  his  blood  from  his  own  hands  to  Eveline's  drea. 
He  came  forward  to  apohigize  for  what  at  sucfat 
moment  st^iemed  almost  ominous.  "  Fair  lady,"  Hid 
he,  "the  blood  of  a  true  Oe  Lacy  can  never  bode 
aught  hut  place  and  happiness  to  vou." 

Eveline  seemed  as  if  she  would  have  answered,  but 
could  not  immediately  find  words.  The  faithful  Rose, 
at  the  risk  of  incurring  the  censure  of  being  o\qj  fo^ 
ward,  hat-tened  to  reply  to  the  compliment.  "Ererf 
damsel  is  bound  to  believe  what  you  say,  my  noble 
lord,"  was  her  answer,  ''knowing  how  rL^adily  that 
blood  hnth  ever  flowed  for  proieciing  the  disiresMd, 
and  so  lately  for  our  own  relief." 

"It  is  well  8iH)ken.  little  one,"  answered  the  Con- 
stable ;  "  and  the  Lady  Eveline  is  happy  iii  a  maiden 
who  80  well  knows  bow  to  speak  when  it  is  her  owo 
pleasure  to  be  silent.— Come,  lady,"  he  added,  "let 
us  hope  this  mishap  of  my  kinsman  is  but  like  • 
sacrifice  to  fortune,  which  permits  not  the  brigh'eH 
hour  to  pass  without  some  inter\-ening  shadow.  Di* 
inian,  I  trust,  will  speedily  recover ;  and  be  we  mind- 
ful that  the  blood-drops  which  alarm  you  have  beei 
drawn  by  a  friendly  steel,  and  are  symptoms  nibei 
of  recovery  than  of  illness.— Come,  dearest  lady,  yooi 
silence  discourages  our  friends,  and  wakes  in  tDOD 
doubts  whether  we  be  sincere  in  the  welcome  due  to 
tlwm.  Let  me  be  your  sewer,"  he  said ;  and,  tskinfl 
a  silver  ewer  and  napkin  from  the  standing  cupbotrdi 
which  was  loaded  with  plate,  he  presented  tnem  on 
his  kne(>  to  his  bride. 

Ivxerting  herself  to  shake  off  the  alann  into  wbici 
she  had  b<H3n  thrown  by  some  supposed  coincidence 
of  the  present  accident  with  the  apparitii^n  of  Bil- 
dringham,  Eveline,  entering  into  her  betrothed  hot- 
band's  humour,  was  about  to  raise  him  from  the 
ground,  when  he  was  inu'rruptcd  by  the  arrival  of  a 
hasty  messenger,  who,  coming  into  the  room  with* 
out  ceremony,  informed  the  Constable  that  his  ne- 
phew was  so  extremely  ill,  that,  if  he  hoped  to  osi 
him  olive,  it  would  he  necessary  he  should  come  to 
his  lodgings  instantly. 

The  Constable  started  up,  made  a  brief  adiea  to 
Eveline  and  to  the  guests,  who,  dismayed  at  this  uew 
and  disastrous  intelligence,  were  preparing  lo  dis- 
perse themsi.lves,  when,  as  he  advanced  towards  the 
door,  he  was  met  by  a  Paritor,  or  Sumnioner  of  the 
Elcclesiastical  Court,  whose  official  dress  had  pro- 
cured him  unobstructed  entrance  into  the  predncts  of 
the  abbey. 

**  Dcus  TobisnLfn"  said  the  paritor ;  *'  I  wouU 
know  which  of  :his  fair  company  ia  the  Constable «C 
Chester  7" 
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THE  BETROTHED. 


**!  am. he,"  uiiwend  the  elder  De  Lacy  ;  "  but 
i  thv  bueineH  be  not  the  more  hastyr,  I  cannot  now 
<peak  Willi  ihee— I  am  bound  on  matters  of  life  and 
death." 

"  1  take  all  Christian  people  to  witness  that  I  have 
discharged  my  duty,"  said  the  paritur.  rutting  into  the 
hand  oi  the  Constable  a  slip  of  parchment. 

"How  iff  thi^  fellow  V*  said  the  Constable  in  great 
indignation— "for  whom  or  what  does  your  master 
the  Archbisliop  take  me,  that  he  deals  with  nie  in 
this  uncourteous  faahion,  citing  me  to  compear  before 
him  more  like  a  delinquent  than  a  friend  or  a  noble- 
man." 

■  My  frradous  lord,"  answered  the  pari  tor,  hauch- 
lily,  "  19  accountable  to  no  one  but  our  Holy  Father 
the  Pope,  for  the  exercise  of  the  power  which  is 
intnii«ted  to  him  by  the  canons  of  the  Church.  Your 
lordfihip's  answer  to  my  citation  T' 

**I«  the  Archbishop  present  in  this  city?"  said  the 
CdHftable,  after  a  moment's  reflection—  I  knew  not 
of  his  purpose  to  trave*  hither,  still  less  of  his  purpose 
to  exercise  authority  within  these  bounds." 

"  My  sracioua  kml  the  Archbishop,"  said  the  pan- 
tor,  **  16  out  now  arrived  in  thfs  city,  of  which  ne  is 
metrppohtan ;  and  beaides,  by  his  apostolical  coni- 
niissioa,  a  kirare  a  latere  hath  plenary  jurisdiction 
throughout  all  EnglrJid,  as  those  may  find  (whatso- 
ever be  their  degree)  who  may  dare  to  disobey  his 
Bummona." 

"  Hark  thee,  fellow,"  said  the  Constable,  regard- 
ing the  pariior  with  a  grim  and  angry  countenance, 
'*  were  it  not  for  certain  respects,  which  I  promise 
thee  thy  tawny  hood  hath  little  to  do  with,  thou 
wert  bftter  have  swallowed  thy  citation^  seal  and  all, 
than  delivered  it  to  me  with  the  addition  of  such 
•Qucy  terms.  Go  hence,  and  tell  your  master  I  will 
aee  him  within  the  space  of  an  hour,  during  which 
time  I  am  delayed  by  the  necessity  of  attending  a 
flick  relation." 

The  pari  tor  leA  the  apartment  with  more  humility 
in  his  mani«r  than  when  he  had  entered,  and  ktt  the 
assembled  guests  to  look  upon  each  other  in  culcnce 
sod  disniav. 

The  reader  cannot  fail  to  remember  how  fteverely 
the  yoke  of  the  Roman  supremacy  pressed  butli  on 
the  dervy  and  laitv  of  England  during  the  reign  of 
Henry  U.  Even  the  attempt  of  that  wise  and  cour- 
ageous monarch  to  make  a  stand  for  the  indepcnd- 
eoue  of  his  throne  in  the  memorable  case  of  Thomas 
a  Becket,  had  such  an  unhappy  issue,  that,  like  a 
suppressed  rebellion,  it  was  found  to  odd  new  strength 
to  the  domination  of  the  Church.  Since  the  sub- 
miaeion  of  the  king  in  that  ill-fated  struf^gle,  the  voice 
of  Rome  had  double  potency  whenever  it  was  heard, 
and  the  boldest  peers  of  England  held  it  more  wise 
to  submit  to  her  imperious  dictates,  than  to  provoke 
a  qMritual  censure  which  had  so  many  secular  con- 
■eqiiencca.  Hence  the  slight  and  scornful  manner  in 
which  the  Constable  was  treated  by  the  prelate  Bald- 
win struck  a  chill  of  astonishment  into  the  assembly 
of  friends  whom  he  had  collected  to  witness  his  es- 
pousals* and  as  he  glanced  his  haughty  eye  around, 
he  saw  thai  many  who  would  have  stood  bv  him 
tbioosh  life  and  death  in  any  other  quarrel,  had  it 
even  Been  with  hie  sovereign,  were  turning  pale  at 
ike  very  thought  of  a  collision  with  the  Church.  Em- 
oairassed,  and  at  the  same  time  incensed  at  their 
tmiidity,  the  Constable  hasted  to  dismiss  them,  with 
the  general  assurance  that  all  would  be  well— that  his 


and  relatbns  retired  from  the  apleiidid  and  joyful  e... 
mony  of  his  espousala  as  from  a  fimeral  feast,  with 
anxious  thoughts  and  with  downcast  eyes. 
,  Randal  was  the  only  person,  whr\  having  atten* 
lively  watched  the  whole  progress  of  the  aflhir  du- 
ring the  evening,  ventured  to  approach  his  cousin  as 
he  left  the  house,  and  asked  hiin.  "in  the  name  of 
thfir  reunited  friendship,  whether  Whad  nothing  to 
comipand  himi"  assuring  him,  with  a  look  more  ex- 
pressive than  his  words,  that  he  would  not  find  him 
cold  in  his  service. 

"I  have  naught  which  can  exercise  your  wal.  fair 
cousin,"  repliedf  the  Constable,  with  the  air  of  one 
who  partly  questioned  the  speaker's  sincerity;  and 
the  parting  reverence  with  which  he  accompanied  his 
words,  left  Randal  no  pretext  for  continuing  his  at- 
tendance, as  he  seemed  to  have  designed. 


CHAPTER  XVIII. 

Oh,  w«re  I  waled  hijrh  u  mjr  ambitioa, 

I'd  place  thii  naked  foot  on  neckauf  monareha. 

Mfterfut  Motktr. 

Tmb  most  anxious  and  unhappy  moment  of  Hugo 
de  Lacys  life,  was  unquestionably  that  in  which,  by 
espousing  Eveline  with  all  civil  and  religious  solem- 


nity, he  seemed  to  approach  to  what  for  some  time 
he  had  considered  as  the  prime  object  of  his  wishes. 
He  was  assured  of  the  early  possession  of  a  beautiful 


niegenera  _   _    

Bepnew's  indisposition  was  a  trifling  complaint,  exag- 
lemted  by  a  conceited  physician,  and  ny  his  own 
want  of  care— and  that  the  message  of^the  Arch- 


bidbop,  so  unceremoniously  delivenHi,  was  but  the 
coosequenoe  of  their  mutual  and  friendly  familiarity, 
which  induced  them  sometimes,  for  the  Jest's  sake,  to 
feverse  or  negli'Ct  the  ordinary  forms  of  intercourse. 
^**If  I  wantt-d  to  apeak  to  the  prelate  Baldwin  on 
business  and  in  haste,  auch  is  the  humility 


troop  to  ask  an  audience  of  him." 
So  he  «poke— but  tlu're  was  something  in  hie  coun- 
)  which  comradictcd  his  words;  and  his  friends 


and  amiable  wife,  endowed  with  such  advantage  of 
worldly  goods,  as  gratified  his  ambition  as  well  as  his 
aff'ectiona— Yet,  even  in  thi a  fortunate  moment,  ths 
horizon  darkened  around  him  in  a  manner  which 
presaged  naught  but  storm  and  calamity.  At  his 
nephew's  lodging  he  learned  that  the  pulse  of  the 
patient  had  risen,  and  his  delirium  had  augmented, 
and  all  around  him  spoke  very  doubifidly  of  his 
chance  of  recovery,  or  surviving  a  crisis  which  seemed 
speedily  approaching.  The  Constable  stole  towards 
the  door  of  the  apartment  which  his  feelings  per- 
mitted him  not  to  enter  and  hatened  to  the  raving 
which  the  fever  gave  rise  to.  Nothing  can  be  mora 
melancholy  than  to  hear  the  mind  at  work  concern- 
ing its  ordinary  occupationa,  when  the  body  is  stretch- 
ed in  pain  and  danger  upon  the  couch  of  severe  sick- 
ness; the  contrast  betwixt  the  ordinary  state  of 
health,  its  joys  or  its  labours,  renders  doubly  affect- 
ing the  actual  helplessness  of  the  patient  before 
whom  these  visions  are  rising,  and  we  feel  a  corres- 
ponding degree  of  compassion  for  the  sufferer  whose 
thoughts  are  wandering  so  far  from  hia  real  condi- 
tion. 

The  Constable  felt  this  acutely,  as  he  heard  his 
nephew  shout. the  war-cry  of  the  family  repeatedly, 
appearing,  by  the  words  of  command  and  direction, 
which  ho  uttered  from  time  to  time,  to  be  actively 
engaged  in  leading  his  men-at-arms  against  the 
Welsh.  At  another  time  he  muttered  vanous  terms 
of  the  mancife^  of  falconry,  and  of  the  chaae— he 
mennoned  his  uncle's  name  repeatedly  on  these  oc- 
casions, ns  if  the  idea  of  his  kinsmen  had  been  con- 
nected alike  with  his  martial  encounters,  and  with 
his  sportB  by  wood  and  river.  Other  sounds  there 
were,  which  he  muttered  ao  low  as  to  be  altogether 
undistinguishable. 

With  a  heart  even  still  more  softened  towards  liis 
kinsman's  sufferings  from  hearing  the  points  on 
which  his  mind  wandered,  the  Constable  twice  ap- 
plied his  hand  to  the  latch  of  the  door,  in  order  U> 
enter  the  bedroom,  and  twice  forbore,  hia  eyes  nm- 
ning  faster  with  tears  than  he  chose  should  he  wit- 
nessed by  the  attendants.  At  length,  relinqiiianing 
his  purpose,  he  hastily  left  the  house,  mounted  his 
liorws  and,  followtd  only  by  four  of  his  personal 
attendants,  rode  towards  the  palace  of  the  Hishoa 
where,  as  he  learned  from  public  rumour,  the  Arcb- 
rirelato  Baldwin  had  taken  up  his  temporary  'en- 
den  ce. 

The  train  of  ridere  and  of  led  horseFk  of  eumpter 
mules,  and  of  menials  and  att«idantSb  both  lay  and 
ecclesiastical,  which  thronged  around  the  gate  of 
the- episcopal  mansion,  together  with  the  gaping 
crowd  of  inhabitanta  who  had  gathered  around, 
some  to  gaze  upon  the  sphmdid  boow^  aome  to  faivc% 
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the  chance  of  receiving  the  benediction  of  the  Holy 
Prulate,  won  no  great  aa  to  inipfdu  the  ("onstnbie'a 
approach  at  the  polacc-door;  and  when  thia  obstacle 
wa^  Hurmountiiu,  he  found  another  in  the  obstinacy 
of  the  Archbivhop^a  attendants,  who  p<'rniitted  him 
not,  thout{h  announced  by  name  and  title,  to  ero€S 
the  threshold  of  the  nian^tion,  until  they  should  re- 
ceive the  express  command  of  their  master  to  that 
effect. 

The  Constable  felt  the  full  effi-ct  of  this  sliffhtins? 
reception.  He  had  diamountcil  from  his  horae  in  full 
confidence  of  being  instantly  admitted  into  the  i>alace 
at  lea!)t,  if  not  into  the  Prelate's  pn^ence ;  and  aa  he 
now  stood  on  fool  among  the  sguircs,  grooms,  and 
horae-boys  of  the  spiritual  lord,  he  was  ao  much  dis- 

gusted,  tnat  his  first  impulse  waa  to  remount  his 
orse,  and  return  to  his  pavilion,  pitched  for  the  time 
befon;  the  city  walls,  leaving  it  to  the  Bishop  toaeek 
him  there,  if  he  realijf  desired  an  interview.  But  ihe 
neccHFity  of  conciliation  almost  immediately  rushed 
on  his  mind,  and  subdued  the  first  hnu^hiv  impulse  of 
hisoffendcxi  pride.  "If  our  wise  King,  he  said  to 
hitnself,  "  hath  held  the  stirrup  of  one  Prelate  of 
Canterbury  when  living,  and  submitted  to  the  most 
degrading  obser\'anc(!a  bt.'fon.'  his  shrine  when  dead, 
surely  I  need  not  be  more  scrupulous  towards  'his 
priestly  successor  in  the  same  overgrown  authority." 
Another  thought,  wliich  he  dared  hardly  to  acknow- 
ledge, recommended  the  same  humble  and  submissive 
course.  He  could  not  but  feel  that,  in  endeavouring 
to  evade  his  vows  as  a  crusader,  nc  was  incurring 
nome  just  censure  from  the  church ;  and  he  was  not 
nnwilhng  to  hoi)e,  that  his  present  cold  and  scornful 
reception  on  Baldwin's  part,  might  be  meant  as  a 
part  of  the  penance  which  his  conscience  informed 
him  his  conduct  waa  about  to  ret^ive. 

After  a  abort  interval,  De  Lacy  was  at  length 
invited  to  enter  the  palace  of  the  Bishop  of  Gloucester, 
in  which  he  was  to  meet  the  Primate  of  England : 
but  there  was  more  than  one  brief  pause,  in  hall  ana 
anteroom,  ere  he  at  length  was  admitted  to  Baldwin's 
presence. 

The  successor  of  the  celebrated  Becket  had  neither 
the  extensive  views,  nor  the  aspiring  spirit,  of  that 
redoubted  personage ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  saint 
aa  the  latter  had  become,  it  may  be  questioned, 
ivhether,  in  his  professions  for  the  weal  of  Christen- 
dom, he  was  half  so  sincere  as  was  the  present  Arch- 
bishop). Baldwin  was,  in  truth,  a  man  well  qualified 
to  defend  the  powers  which  the  Church  had  gained, 
though  perhaps  of  a  character  too  sincere  and  candid 
to  be  active  in  extending  them.  The  advancement 
of  the  Cnisade  waa  the  chief  business  of  his  Uf&  his 
success  the  principal  cause  of  his  pride ;  and,  if^  the 
sense  of  possessing  the  powers  or  eloiiueni  j^ersua- 
sion,  and  skill  to  bend  the  minds  of  men  to  his  pur- 
pose, was  blended  with  his  religious  zeal,  still  the 
tenor  of,  his  life,  and  afterwards  his  death  before 
Ptolemais,  showed  that  the  liberation  of  the  Holy 
Sepulchre  froni  the  infidels  was  the  unfeicned  object 
of  all  his  exertions.  Hugo  de  Lacy  well  Knew  this  ; 
and  the  difficulty  of  managing  nuch  a  temper  ap- 
Doared  much  greater  to  him  on  the  eve  of  the  inter- 
Vkew  in  which  the  attempt  was  to  be  made,  than  he 
fiad  suffered  liim'self  to  suppose  when  the  crisis  was 
yet  distant. 

The  Prelate,  a  man  of  a  handsome  and  stately 
Ibrni,  with  features  rather  too  severe  to  he  pleasing, 
received  the  Constable  in  all  the  pomp  of  e4:cle8ias- 
tical  dignity.  He  was  seated  on  a  chair  of  oak,  richly 
carved  with  Gknhic  ornaments,  and  placed  above  the 
rest  of  the  floor  under  a  niche  of  the  same  workman- 
ship. His  dress  was  the  rich  episcopal  robe,  orna- 
mented with  costly  embroidery,  and  fringed  around 
tbe  nock  and  cuffs;  it  opened  from  the  throat  and  in 
the  middle,  and  showed  an  under  vestment  of  embroi- 
dery, betwixt  the  folds  of  which,  as  if  imperfectly  con- 
cealed, peeped  the  close  shirt  of  haircloth  which  the 
Prelate  constantly  wore  under  all  his  pompous  attire. 
Hia  mitre  was  placed  beside  him  on  an  oaken  table  of 
the,  same  workmanship  with  his  throne,  against 
which  also  rested  his  pastoral  stafij  representing 
0  shepherd's  crook  of  the  simplest  form,  yet  whicn 


or  cimcter,  when  wielded  by  the  hand  of  Hmndm  a 
Becket. 

A  chaplain  in  a  white  surplice  kneeled  at  a  littlr 
distance  htibre  a  desk,  and  ruid  forth  from  an  iDi- 
iuinati-d  volume  some  portion  of  a  thi^olo^ical  tm- 
tise^  in  which  Baldwin  appeared  so  deeply  mltiested. 
that  he  did  not  Kcem  (o  notice  ihe  entrance  of  the 
f'onstable,  who,  highU'  disi^leased  at  this  additional 
slijsht,  stood  on  the  floor  of  the  hall,  undetermined 
whether  to  interrupt  the  reader  and  address  the  Fir 
late  at  once,  or  to  withdraw  without  saluting  him  il 
all.  Ere  he  had  formed  a  resolution,  the  ckaplsis 
had  arrived  at  some  convenient  pause  in  the  lectun^ 
where  the  Archbishop  stopped  hini  with,  "  SaiU  a^ 
mi  JU.'* 

It  was  in  vain  that  the  proud  secular  Baron  sirovf 
to  conceal  the  embarrassment  with  which  he  ao* 
proaehed  the  Prelate,  whose  attitude  was  plaiiuy 
assumed  for  the  purpose  of  impressing  him  with  vm 
end  solicitude.  He  tried,  indeed,  to  exhibit  a  de- 
meanour of  such  ease  as  might  charactet^  their  on 
friendship,  or  at  least  of  such  inditftTence  as  migM 
infer  the  possession  of  perfect  tranquillity  ;  bat^ 
failtxl  in  both,  and  his  address  expressed  moftified 
pride,  mixed  with  no  ordinary  degree  of  enibarraae' 
ment.  The  genius  of  the  Catholic  Church  was  oo 
such  occasions  sure  to  predominate  over  the  bangh- 
liest  of  the  laity. 

"I  perceive,"  said  De  Lacy,  collecting  his  tbcughtl^ 
and  ashamed  to  find  he  had  difficulty  in  doing  sor* 
**  I  perceive  that  an  old  friendship  is  here  dissoh'cd. 
Methinks  Hugo  de  Lacy  might  have  expected  ao- 
other  messenger  to  summon  him  to  this  reyernd 
presence,  and  that  another  welcome  should  wait  hin 
on  his  arrival." 

The  Archbishop  raised  himself  slowlv  in  his  sea^ 
and  made  a  half  inclination  towards  the  Constable, 
who,  by  an  instinctive  desire  of  conciliation,  lettira- 
ed  it  lower  than  he  had  intended,  or  than  the  scanty 
courtesy  meriti-d.  The  Prelate  at  the  same  lime 
8i(;ning  to  his  chaplain,  the  latter  arose  to  withdraVj 
and  receiving?  permission  in  the  phrase  "  /A>  rrstasi, 
retreated  niverentially,  without  either  turning  his  baa 
or  looking  upwards,  his  eyes  fixed  on  the  ground,  hii 
hands  still  folded  in  his  habit,  and  crossed  over  his 
bosom. 

When  this  mute  attendant  had  disappeared,  tht 
Prelate's  brow  l>ecame  more  open,  yet  retained  a  daik 
shade  of  grave  displeasure,  and  he  replied  to  the  ad- 
drees  of  De  Lacy,  but  still  without  rising  from  mi 
seat.  ''It  skills  not  now,  my  lord,  to  say  what  tht 
brave  Constable  of  Chester  has  been  to  the  poor 
priest  BaldwMi,  or  with  what  love  and  pride  wt 
beheld  him  assume  the  holy  sign  of  salvation,  and 
to  honour  Him  by  whom  he  has  himself  been  laised 
to  honour,  vow  himself  to  the  deliverance  of  ths 
Holy  Land.  If  I  still  tee  that  noble  lord  bdbn 
me,  in  the  same  holy  resolution,  let  me  know  ths 
joyful  truth,  and  I  will  lay  aside  rochet  and  mitn^ 
and  tend  his  horse  like  a  groom,  if  it  be  necessary  by 
such  menial  service  to  show  the  cordial  respeet  I  dm 
to  him." 

"  Reverend  father,"  answered  De  Lacy,  with  be*- 
tation,  "I  had  hoped  that  the  propositions  whidi 
were  made  to  you  on  my  part  by  the  Dean  of  Hev^ 
ford,  might  have  seemed  more  satisfactory  in  yoor 
eyes."  Then,  regaining  his  native  confidence,  bs 
proceeded  with  more  assurance  in  spee<:h  and  mai>* 
ner;  for  the  cold  inflexible  looks  of^the  ArehbisiK» 
irritated  him.  *'lf  these  proposals  can  be  amendra, 
my  lord,  let  me  know  in  wnai  points,  and.  if  possible^ 
your  pleasure  shall  be  done,  even  if  it  slioiild  provt 
somewhat  unreasonable.  I  would  have  peace,  mr 
lord,  with  Holy  Church,  and  am  the  last  who  wouls 
despise  her  mandates.  This  has  been  known  by  mr 
deeds  in  field,  and  counsels  in  the  state:  nor  can  I 
think  my  services  have  merited  cold  looks  and  ooM 
language  from  the  Primate  of  England." 

*^o  you  upbraki  the  Church  with  your  servieei^ 
vain  man?"  said  Baldwin.  "I  tell  thee,  Hugh  da 
Lacy,  that  what  Heaven  hath  wrought  for  thcCnurdi 
by  thy  hand,  could,  had  it  been  the  ditine  pleasnra, 
have  been  achieved  with  as  much  ease  by  the  meaiH 


liad  proved  more  pow^ul  aad  fearful  than  lauce  |  est  hone-boy  in  thy  host    It  is  Hum  that  art 


Our.  XVllL] 


THE  BEHtOTHED. 


d,  in  bdng  the  diown  inttnnnent  bv  which  great 

ttungi  have  been  wrought  in  Israel.— Noyi  interrupt 

me  not— 1  tell  thee,  proud  baron,  that,  in  ihe  sight  of 

Hetvim.  thy  wisdom  is  but  as  folly— thy  courage, 

which  Inon  dosl  boast,  but  the  cowardice  of  a  village 

imidcn— thy  strength  wec:;ne88— thy  spear  an  osier, 

and  thy  sword  a  bulrush." 

"All  this  I  know,  good  father,"  said  the  Constable, 

,.        "md  have  ever  heard  it  repeated  when  such  poor 

Hmcet  as  I  may  have  rendered  arc  gone  and  past. 

Kanr,  when  there  was  need  for  mv  helping  hand,  I 

WIS  ilie  very  Rood  lord  of  priest  ann  prelate,  and  one 

who  should  oe  honoured  and  prayed  for  with  patrons 

tnd  founders  who  sleep  in  tiie  choir  and  under  the 

,       Iqih  altar.    There  was  no  thought,  I  trow,  of  osier 

ar  of  bulrusli,  when  I  have  been  prayed  to  couch  my 

lance  or  draw  my  weapon ;  it  is  only  when  they  are 

•       Medless  that  they  ana  their  owner  are  undervalued. 

Well,  my  reverend  father,  be  it  so— if  the  Church  can 

iut  the  Saracens  from  the  Holy  Land  by  grooms 

and  horse-boys,  wliercfore  do  you  preach  knights  and 

nobles  from  the  homes  and  the  countries  which  they 

are  bom  to  protect  and  defend  ?" 

The  Archbishop  looked  steadily  on  him  as  he  replied, 
**  Not  for  the  sake  of  their  fleshly  arm  do  we  disturb 
your  knights  and  barons  in  their  prosecution  ol  bar- 
barous festivities,  and  murderous  feuds,  which  you  call 
enjoying  their  homes  and  protecting  their  domains,— 
Hot  that  Omnipotence  requires  their  arm  of  flesh  to 
execute  the  great  predestined  workof  liberation,— but 
ibr  the  weal  of  their  immortal  souls."  These  last 
Words  he  pronounced  with  great  emphasis. 

The  Constable  paced  the  floor  impatiently,  and  mut- 
tered to  himself.  Such  is  the  airy  guerdon  for  which 
hneta  on  hosts  have  been  drawn  from  Europe  to  drench 
the  sands  of  Palestine  with  their  gore— such  the  vain 
promises  for  which  we  are  called  upon  to  barter  our 
Country,  our  lands,  and  our  lives !" 

"  Is  It  Hugo  de  Lacy  speaks  thus?"  said  the  Arch- 
bishop, arising  from  his  seat,  and  qualifying  his  tone 
of  censure  with  the  appearance  of  sharnc  and  of 
regpvt— "  Is  it  he  who  underprizes  the  renown  of  a 
knight— the  virtue  of  a  Christian- the  advancement 
of  his  earthly  honour— the  more  incalculable  profit  of 
his  immortal  soul  ?— Is  it  he  who  desires  a  solid  and 
substantial  recompense  in  lands  or  treasure,  to  be 
won  by  warring  on  his  less  powerful  neighbours  at 
home,  while  knightlv  honour  and  religious  faith,  his 
vow  as  a  knight  ana  his  baptism  as  a  Christian,  call 
him  to  a  more  glorious  and  more  dangerous  strife  1— 
Can  it  be  indeed  Hugo  de  Lacy,  the  mirror  of  the 
Anglo-Norman  chivalry,  whose  thoughts  can  con- 
ceive such  sentiments,  whose  words  can  utter  them  ?" 
"  Flattery  and  fair  speech,  suitably  mixed  with 
taunts  and  reproaches  my  lord,"  answereii  (he  Con- 
stable, colounng  and  biting  his  hp,  "  may  carry  your 
point  with  others;  but  I  am  of  a  temper  too  solid  to 
be  either  wheedled  or  goaded  into  meosures  of  im- 
portance. Forbear,  therefore,  this  strain  of  aflfected 
amaioment;  and  believe  me.  that  whether  he  goes 
to  the  Crusade  or  abides  at  noinc,  the  character  of 
Hufrti  Lacy  will  remain  as  uniinpeached  in  point  of 
courage  as  that  of  the  Archbishop  Baldwin  in  point 
of  sanctitude." 

**  May  it  stand  much  higher,"  said  the  Archbishop, 
"than  the  reputation  with  which  you  vouchsafe  to 
compare  it!  but  a  blaze  may  be  extinguished  as  well 
as  a  S|)ark;  and  I  tell  the  Constable  of  Chester,  that 
the  fame  which  has  sat  on  his  basnet  for  so  many 
years,  may  flit  from  it  in  one  moment,  never  to  be 
recall  r 

**  Who  dares  to  say  so  ?"  said  the  Constable,  trem- 
blingly alive  to  the  honour  for  which  he  iiad  encoun- 
tend  so  many  dangers. 

'•  A  friend,"  sai<l  (he  PrelatP,  "  whose  stripes  should 
be  received  as  benefits.  You  think  of  pay,  Sir  Con- 
stable, and  of  guerdon,  as  if  you  stil!  6too<l  in  the 
market,  free  to  chafltT  on  the  terms  of  your  service. 
I  tell  you,  you  are  no  longer  your  own  master— you 
arc,  bv  the  blessed  badge  you  have  voluntarily  as- 
sumed, the  soldier  of  God  himself;  nor  can  you  fly 
from  your  standard  without  such  infamy  as  even 
coistrels  O'  grooms  am  unwilling  to  incur. 
**  You  disi  ail  too  hardly  with  us,  mv  lord,"  said 
Vw-V. 


Hiup  de  Lacy,  stopping  short  in  his  trotibled  walk. 
"  "S  ou  of  the  spirituaUty  make  ua  laymen  the  pack- 
horses  of  your  own  dincerns,  and  climb  to  ambitious 
heights  by  the  help  Oi*  our  overbundened  shoulderai 
but   all    haih   its    hmits— Beckct    iransgrestsed   it| 

and" 

A  gloomy  and  expressive  look  corresponded  with 
the  tone  in  which  ne  spoke  this  broken  sentence; 
and  the  Prelate,  at  no  loss  to  comprehend  his  mean- 
ing, replied,  in  a  Arm  and  determined  voice,  "  And  he 
was  murdered  I— ihnt  is  what  you  dare  to  hint  to 
me— even  to  me,  the  successor  of  that  glorified  saint— 
as  a  motive  for  complying  with  your  fickle  and  selfish 
wish  to  withdraw  your  hand  from  the  plough.  You 
know  not  to  whom  you  address  such  a  threat.  TriMi 
Becket,  from  a  saint  militant  on  earth,  arrived,  by 
the  bloody  path  of  martyrdom,  to  the  dignity  of  a 
saint  in  Heaven ;  and  no  less  true  is  it,  that^  to  attain 
a  seat  a  thousand  degret^s  beneath  that  of  his  blessed 
pn>dece88or,  the  unworthy  Baldwin  were  willing  to 
submit,  under  our  Lady  s  proteirtion,  to  whatever 
the  worst  of  wicked  men  can  inflict  on  his  earthly 
frame." 

"  There  needs  not  this  show  of  courage,  reverend 
father,"  said  De  Lacy,  recollecting  himseli,  "where 
ihf>re  neither  is,  nor  can  be,  danger.  I  pray  you,  let 
us  debate  this  matter  more  deliberately.  I  have  never 
meant  to  break  oflf  my  purpose  for  the  Holy  L^nd,  but 
only  to  postpone  it.  Methinks  the  ofl'ers  that  I  havo 
made  are  fair,  and  ought  to  obtain  for  me  what  has 
been  granted  to  others  in  the  like  case— a  slight  delar 
in  the  time  of  my  departure." 

"  A  slight  delay  on  the  part  of  such  a  leader  as  you, 
noble  De  Lacy,"  answered  the  Prelate,  "were  a  death- 
blow to  our  holy  and  most  gallant  enterprise.  Ts 
meaner  men  we  might  have  granted  the  privilege  of 
marrying  and  giving  in  mamagc,  even  although  they 
care  not  for  the  sorrows  of  Jacob ;  but  you,  my  lora, 
are  a  main  prop  of  our  enterprise,  and,  being  with- 
drawn, the  whole  fabric  may  fall  to  the  ground.  Who 
in  England  will  deem  him  self  obliged  to  press  forward, 
when  Hugo  de  Lacy  falls  back  7  Think,  my  lord,  less 
upon  your  plighted  bride,  and  more/on  your  plighted 
word ;  and  believe  not  that  a  union  can  ever  come  to 
good,  which  shakes  your  purpose  towards  ourblesaed 
undertaking  for  the  nonour  of  Christendom." 

The  (Tonsiable  was  embarrassed  by  the  pertinacity 
of  the  Prelate,  and  began  to  give  way  to  his  argo- 
nienis,  though  most  reluctan'ily,  and  only  because  ihe 
habits  and  opinions  of  the  time  left  him  no  means  of 
combating  his  arguments,  otherwise*  tlian  by  solicita- 
tion. "  I  admit,"  he  said,  "  my  engagements  for  tbo 
Crusade,  nor  have  1— I  repeat  it— further  desire  than 
that  brief  interval  which  may  be  necessary  to  place 
my  important  aflairsin  order.  Meanwhile,  my  vassals 

led  by  my  nephew" 

"  rn>mise  that  which  is  within  thy  power,"  said 
the  Prelate.  "  Who  knows  whether,  in  resentment 
of  thy  sei'king  after  other  things  than  his  most  holy 
cause,  thy  nephew  may  not  ne  called  hence,  even 
while  we  speak  together?" 

"  God  forbid !"  said  the  Baron,  starting  up,  as  if 
about  to  fly  to  his  nephew's  assistance ;  then  suddenly 
pausing,  he  turne<]  on  the  Prelate  a  keen  and  investi- 
gnting  glance.  "  It  is  not  well,"  he  said,  "  that  your 
reverence  should  thus  trifle  with  the  dangers  which 
threaten  my  house.  Dainian  is  dear  to  me  for  his 
own  gfxxl  qualities— dear  fur  the  sake  of  my  only 
brother.— May  God  for^ve  us  both  !  he  died  when  we 
were  in  unkindness  with  each  other.— My  lord,  your 
words  import  ihat  my  beloved  nephew  suffers  pain  and 
incurs  danger  on  account  of  my  oflenn^s?" 

The  Archbishop  perceived  ho  had  at  length  touched 
the  chord  to  which  his  refractory  penitent's  hearts 
strings  must  needs  vibrate.  He  replied  with  circum- 
speciion,  as  well  knowing  with  whom  he  had  to 
(leal,— ^'  Far  be  it  from  me  to  presume  to  interpret 
the  councils  of  Heaven !  but  we  read  in  Scripture, 
that  when  the  fathers  eat  f;ourgrap4'%  the  teeth  of  tlia 
childn>n  are  set  on  e<lge.  What  so  reasonable  as  that 
we  should  be  punishi'id  for  our  pride  and  contiimacy. 
by  a  judgment  specially  calculntcd  to  abate  and  beivl 
tliat  spirit  of  siir^uidry?*  You  yourself  best  know 
•  Seir-impuruaoe,  or  UMonption. 
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if  this  dtseABB  clung  to  thy  nephew  before  you  had 
meditated  dcfectioa  fmm  the  banner  of  the  CrqjBS." 

HugjodeLacv  hastily  recollected  himself^  and  found 
that  It  was  indeed  true,  that  until  he  thought  of  his 
union  with  Etehnc.  there  had  appeared  no  change  in 
his  nephew's  health.  His  silence  and  confusion  did 
not  esca^  the  artful  Prelate.  He  took  the  hand  of 
the  wamor  as  he  stood  before  him  overwhelmed  in 
doubt,  lest  his  preference  of  the  continuanoe  of  his 
own  house  to  the  rescue  of  the  Holy  Sepulchre  should 
have  been  punished  by  the  disease  which  threatened 
his  nephew's  life.  "*  Gome,"  he  said,  "  noble  De 
Lacy— the  judgment  provoked  by  a  moment's  pre- 
sumption may  be  even  yet  averted  by  prayer  and 
penitence.  The  dial  went  back  at  the  prayer  of  the 
Kood  King  Hc2ekioh— <lown,  down  upon  thy  kneesi 
and  doubt  not  that,  with  confession,  and  penance,  ami 
absolution,  thou  raayst  yet  atone  for  thy  falling  away 
from  the  cause  of  Heaven." 

Borne  down  by  the  dictates  of  the  religion  in  which 
he  had  been  educated,  and  by  the  fears  Test  his  delay 
was  punished  by  his  nephew^s  indisposition  and  dan- 
ger, the  Constaoie  sunk  on  his  knees  b-ifore  the  Pre- 
late, whom  he  had  shortly  before  well  nigh  braved, 
eonifessed,  as  a  sin  to  be  deeply  repented  of,  his  puipose 
of  delaying  his  departure  for  Palestine,  and  received, 
with  patience  at  least,  if  not  with  willing  acquiescence, 
the  penance  inflicted  by  the  Archbishop ;  which  con- 
sisted in  a  prohibition  to  proceed  farther  in  his  pro- 
posed wedlock  with  the  Lady  Eveline,  until  he  was 
returned  from  Palestine,  where  he  was  bound  by  his 
vow  to  abide  for  the  term  of  three  yeare. 

"  And  now,  noble  De  Lacy,"  said  the  Prelate,  "  once 
more  my  beat  beloved  and  most  honoured  fnend— is 
not  thy  bosom  lighter  since  thou  hast  thus  nobly  ac- 
quitted thee  of  thy  debt  to  Heaven,  and  cleansed  thy 
gallant  spirit  from  those  selfish  and  earthly  stains 
which  dimmed  its  brightness  1" 

The  Constable  sighed.  "  My  happiest  thoughts  at 
this  moment,"  he  said.  "  would  arise  from  knowledge 
that  my  nephew's  health  is  amended." 

,'*  Be  not  discomforted  on  the  score  of  the  noble  Da- 
mian.  your  hopeful  and  valorous  kinsman,"  said  the 
Archbishop,  "for  well  I  trust  shortly  ye  shall  hear  of 
iiis  recovery ;  or  that,  if  it  shall  please  Qod  to  remove 
him  to  a  better  worid,  the  passage  ^all  be  so  easy, 
and  his  arrival  in  yonder  naven  of  bliss  so  speedy, 
that  it  wrere  better  for  him  to  have  died  than  to  have 
lived." 

The  Constable  looked  at  him,  as  if  to  gather  from 
his  countenance  more  certainty  of  his  n^ew's  fate 
than  his  words  seemed  to  imply ;  and  the  Prelate,  to 
escape  being  farther  pressed  on  a  subject  on  which  he 
was  perhaps  conscious  he  had  adventured  too  far, 
rung  a  silver  bell  which  stood  before  him  on  the  table, 
ana  commanded  the  chaplain  who  entered  at  the 
MJmmon^  that  he  shoula  despatch  a  careful  mes- 
senger to  the  lodging  of  Daniian  Lacy,  to  bring  par- 
ticular accounts  of  his  health. 

"A  stranger,"  answered  the  chaplain,  "just  come 
from  the  sick  chamber  of  the  noble  Damian  Lacy, 
waits  here  oven  now  to  have  speech  of  my  Lord  Con- 
stable." 

"Admit  him  instantly,"  said  the  Archbishop— " my 
mind  tells  me  he  brings  ds  joyful  tidinf^— Never  knew 
I  sucli  humble  penitence,— such  wilbn^  resisnation  of 
natural  affections  and  desires  to  the  doing  of  Heaven's 
service,  but  it  was  rewarded  with  a  guerdon  eithei 
temporal  or  spiritual." 

As  ho  spoke,  a  man  singulariy  dressed  entered  the 
apartment  His  garments,  of  various  coloure  and 
showily  disposed,  wt^re  none  of  the  newest  or  cleanest, 
neither  were  they  altogether  fitting  lor  tlie  presence 
in  which  he  now  stood. 

"  How  now  sirrah !"_  said  the  Prelate;  "  when  was 
it  that  jugslere  and  minstrels  pressed  into  the  com- 
pany or  such  as  we  without  permission?" 

"  So  please  you,"  said  the  man.  "  my  instant  busi< 
ness  was  not  with  your  reverend  lonlflihip,  but  with 
iny  lord  the  Constable,  to  whom  I  will  hope  that  my 
gOMod  news  iiiay  atone  for  my  evil  apparel. 

"Speak,  sirrah,  does  my  kinsman  live?"  said  the 
Constable  eagerly. 

'  And  is  like  to  live^  my  kml,"  antwered  the  man— 


'*  a  favourable  crisis  (so  the  leeches  call  it)  hath  tikn 
place  m  his  disorder^  and  they  are  no  longer  wider  aif 
apprehensions  for  his  life." 

^*  Now,  God  be  praised,  thai  hath  granted  me  m 
much  mercy !"  said  ilie  Constable. 

"Amen,  amen  1"  repliefl  the  Archbishop  ioleoDlri 
— "  About  what  period  did  this  bleewd  changs  tab 
place?" 

"  Scarcely  a  quarter  of  an  hour  since,"  eaid  theiM^ 
Bongcr,  "  a  soft  sleep  fell  on  the  sick  youth,  like  dtv 


rn  a  parched  field  in  summer— be  breathed  fraslr- 
borninjg  heal  abated— and,  as  I  amd,  the  leeCMi 
no  longer  frar  for  his  life." 


"  Marked  you  the  hour,  my  Lord  Constable  1"  i 
the  Bishop,  with  exultation— " even  then  you  stoi 
to  those  counsels  which  Heaven  suggested  thn 
the  meanest  o(  its  servants !  But  two  words  avo. 
ing  penitence— but  one  brief  prayer— and  some  kiai 
saint  has  interceded  for  an  instant  bearing,  and  I 
liberal  granting  of  thy  petitwn.  Noble  Hugo/*  k 
condnued,  grasping  his  hand  in  a  species  of  entlni 
asm.  "  surely  Heaven  dcsifms  to  work  high  thipgi  If 
the  hand  ol  him  whose  faults  are  thus  readily  ft^ 
given— whose  prayer  is  thus  instantly  beard.  Forikii 
shall  Te  Deum  Laudamut  be  said  in  each  choR^ 
and  each  convent  of  Gloucester,  ere  the  world  bii 
day  older." 

The  Constable,  no  less  joyful,  though  perhaps  Im 
able  to  perceive  an  especiafprovidenoe  m  his  nepbew'i 
recovery,  expressed  his  gratitude  to  the  messenger «f 
the  tn>od  tidings,  by  throwing  him  his  purse. 

"I  thank  you,  noble lord,"8aid  the  man;  "bat if  1 
stoop  to  pick  up  this  taste  of  vour  bounty,  it  is  oolyn 
restore  it  again  to  the  donor." 

"How  now,  sir?"  said  the  Constable,  *'niethiBb 
thy  coat  seems  not  so  well  lined  as  needs  make  thM 
spurn  at  such  a  guerdon." 

"  He  that  de^uns  to  catch  larks,  my  lord,"  repU 
the  messenger,  "must  not  close  his  net  upon  Bpvnmi 
—I  have  a  greater  boon  to  ask  of  your  lordihiiH  « 
therefore  I  decline  your  present  gratuity." 

"  A  greater  boon,  ha !  said  the  Constable,—"  I  ■ 
no  knight-crrant,  to  bind  myself  by  promise  to  gnl 
it  ere  I  Know  its  import ;  but  do  thou  come  to  mrpt* 
vilion  to-morrow,  and  thou  wilt  not  find  me  unwHqf 
to  do  what  is  reason." 

So  saying,  he  took  leave  of  the  prelate,  and  letanl 
homeward,  failing  not  to  visit  his  nephew's  lodfiif 
as  he  passed,  where  he  received  the  same  ptcaail 
assurances  which  had  been  communicated  by  m 
messenger  of  the  porti-coloured  mantle. 


CHAPTER    XIX. 

He  was  a  minitral— in  hii  mood 
Wai  wiadom  mix'd  with  foilr ; 
A  tame  o«»iniMnioQ  to  Um  fiiuu. 
But  wild  and  fttNno  among  the  rods. 
And  jovial  with  Ute  jollr. 

AacanikLD  ^sMiaWi 

Thb  event  of  the  preceding  day  had  been  of  a  nalM 
so  interesting,  and  latteriy  so  harassing,  that  IM 

,  Constable  felt  weary  as  after  a  severely  oooleiM 
battle-field,  and  slept  soundly  until  the  eoniest  besM 
of  dawn  saluted  him  througli  the  opening  of  the  Ht 
It  was  then  that,  with  a  mingled  feeling  of  paia  MJ 
satisfaction,  he  began  to  review  the  change  wW 
had  taken  place  in  his  condition  since  the  pnoedHl 
morning.  He  had  then  arisen  an  ardent  bndegnM 
anxious  to  find  favour  in  the  eyes  of  his  fair  brai 

j  and  scrupulous  about  his  dress  and  apppintmenlMi 
if  he  hau  been  as  young  in  yeara  as  in  hopssiH 

'  wishes.    This  was  over,  and  he  had  now  befiiie  fill 

\  the  painful  task  of  leaving  his  betrothed  for  a  ta«" 
years,  even  biTore  wedlock  had  united  them  ini^ 
solubly,  and ri-flfcting  that  slic  was  exposed  tod 
the  dangers  which  assail  female  constancy  in  a  aM* 
tion  thus  critical.  When  the  immediate  annetvM 
his  nephew  was  rt-moved,  he  was  ti'mpted  to  tall 

,  that  ho  had  b(>on  something  hasty  in  listening IOlft| 
arc:uinents  of  the  Arcthbishup,  and  in  believing  IM 
Diiinian's  death  or  n'covi-ry  depended  upon  hii  og 

I  accomplishing,  to  the  letter,  and  without  delayi^ 
vuw  for  the  Holy  Land.    *'  Uow  nutny  phaoeitP 
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bifn,*^  ne  thought  to  hiniad(  "have  asBumed  the 
Oon,  and  delayed  or  fx>iiounced  it,  yet  lived  and  died 
in  wealth  ond  honour,  wii houi  sustaining  such  n  visita- 
tiiio  01  thpt  wit!i  whiL'h  Ualdwin  thn.'alened  rne;  and 
in  what  case  or  particular  did -{«uch  men  dtscrve  more 
imlui^nce  than  I  ?  But  the  die  is  now  casi,  and  it 
SjriiHes  little  to  inquire  whether  my  olKxiience  to  the 
mandates  of  the  Church  has  saved  the  life  of  my 
Mpbew,  or  whether  I  have  nut  fallen,  as  laymen  are 
wont  to  fall,  whenever  there  is  an  encounter  of  wiis 
betwixt  them  and  those  of  the  spirituality.  I  would 
to  God  it  may  prove  otherwise,  since,  initling  on  my 
ivord  as  Heaven's  champion,^!  mi^ht  (he  better  ex- 

K(  Hcnven's  protection  for  lur  whom  I  must  un- 
pily  leave  behind  Hie." 

As  thctie  refltM'tions  passed  through  his  mind,  he 
hesid  the  warders  at  the  entrance  of  his  tent  chal- 
kni^  some  one  whose  footsteps  were  heard  approach- 
ing It.  The  person  stopped  on  the  ir  challenp^  and  pre- 
KQtly  after  was  heanl  the  sound  of  a  rote,  (a  small 
^Kdesof  lute,)  the  strings  of  which  were  managed 
oj  nrieans  of  a  small  wheel.  After  a  short  prelude,  a 
mtnlv  voice,  of  good  compass,  sung  verses,  which, 
innslated  into  modem  language,  might  run  nearly 
thus: 

I. 
"  Snldier,  vBki»~the  riajr  if  pecpinc, 
HuiKiur  iw'er  wa^  ^un  in  ileeiiioc, 
Novor  « lion  tho  kuiibcaiM  ntill 
Jjiy  nnrc'ttt^tfftl  un  tliu  hill : 
"I'm  iftlien  tliejr  am  friinted  bark 
From  axe  and  armiiur,  uprar  and  jack, 
Tint  tlitty  iiromtfc  lutnr^  ■torjTi 
Manr  a  !■«((*•  of  donilileM  dory. 
Khields  thai  are  tlie  foeniau'«  terror, 
Ever  aro  Uio  mumuii'a  mirror. 

IL 

"  Arm  and  up— the  mnminir  beam 
k  Kalh  e«ll'd  the  niftic  to  hii  tram, 

1  Hath  cali'd  the  fnlc'ner  to  the  lake. 

i  Haiii  eali'd  the  huntuman  to  tlie  brake  ; 

1  The  oarljr  student  pondiirH  o'er 

'  Iti«  du^ty  tomeK  of  aiirivnt  lotK. 

'  Hfildior.  waLe—thy  harvest,  fhnie  ; 

Thy  fiutly,  cotHincit :  war.  thy  fame. 

Niithi.  tiiat  would  he r«M!inan'f  terror, 

Mill  should  gleam  the  mominf's  mirror. 
/  III. 

"  Poor  hire  repnys  the  rustic's  pain  : 

Mure  paltry  still  the  sportunan's  «ain : 

Vaiiiei«t  of  all,  the  stiidcnt's  theme 

EmU  in  Mrnif*  metnuhytiir  dream  : 

Yoi  earli  is  up,  and  earh  has  toii'd 

i^ince  first  tlto  |)H*pordawn  has  smiled  ; 

And  each  is  ooitervr  in  his  aim 

Than  lie  wliu  barters  lire  for  fame. 

ITp.  up.  ami  arm  thee,  son  of  terror  i 

Bo  thy  briifht  shield  tlw  moniinc's  mirror." 

Wwi^  the  sone  was  finished,  the  Constable  heard 
soiHvulkim;  witnout,  and  prcsenily  Philip  Guarlne 
f  nicred  die  pavilion  to  tell  that  a  person,  come  hither 
as  he  finid  by  the  Constable's  appointment,  waited 
pimii«>sion  to  tpeak  with  him. 

"By  my  appointment?"  said  De  Lacy;  "admit 
him  iiimierl'.ati'ly." 

The  messenger  of  the  preceding  evening  entered 
the  k-nt^  holdins;  in  one  hand  his  small  can  and 
feather,  in  the  other  the  rote  on  which  he  had  been 
just  playinff.  His  attire  was  fantastic,  consistina:  of 
more  than  one  inner  dress  of  various  colours,  all  of 
the  brightfrst  and  richest  dyes^  and  disposed  so  as  to 
contract  with  each  othiT— the  upper  garment  was  a 
\try  short  Norman  cloak  of  bnght^^reen.  An  em- 
truidc-red  girdle  nuMained,  in  lieu  of  onensivc  weapo^^ 
an  inkhorn  with  its  appurtenances  on  the  one  siile, 
<in  the  othiT  a  knife  for  the  iHirposesof  the  table.  His 
hair  wan  cut  in  imitation  of  the  clerical  tonsure,  which 
was  dtiriignHl  to  intimate  that  he  had  arrived  to  a 
certain  rank  in  his  pnifession ;  for  the  Joyous  Soii»nce, 
as  the  pnifession  of  minstrelsy  was  termed,  had  its 
\flrioiiH  ranks,  like  the  degret's  in  the  church  and  in 
chivalry.  The  ft^tures  and  maiincra  of  the  man 
Nvmeil  to  be  at  variance  wiUi  his  profcbsion  and 
habit;  for,  as  the  latter  was  gay  and  fantastic,  the 
fonmr  hud  a  cast  of  gra\ity.  and  almost  of  siern- 
i\*.ii*,  u'hirh,  unlrss  when  kindled  by  the  enthusiasm 
Qi  hitf  poetical  and  uiuaical  ezertions,  leemed  rather 


to  indicate  deep  teflectioii,  thar  (he  thoughtless  vhn- 
city  of  observation  which  chai  .icterizeif  most  of  his 
brethren.  His  countenance,  though  not  hjindsome, 
bad  rhfreforewjmethin?  in  it  striking  and  imprfssivoL 
even  from  its  very  contrast  with  the  pnrty-eoUmrecl 
hues  and  fluttering  shape  of  his  vestments ;  and  thA 
Constable  felt  something  inelined  to  patronise  him, 
as  he  said,  "  Cvood  morrow,  friend,  and  I  thank  thee 
for  thy  morning  greeting;  it  was  well  sung  and  well 
meant,  for  when  we  call  forth  apy  one  to  bethiiJc 
hiin  how  time  passes,  we  do  him  tho  credit  of  sup- 
posing that  he  can  employ  to  advantage  that  flitting 
treasure." 

The  man,  who  had  listened  in  silence,  seemed  to 
pause  and  make  an  efl'ort  ere  be  replitYl,  "My  inten- 
tions, at  least,  were  goo<l.  when  I  ventured  to  disturb 
my  lord  thus  early;  and  1  am  glad  to  learn  that  my 
boldness  hath  not  been  evil  received  at  his  hand." 

"True,"  said  the  Constable,  "you  had  a  boon  to 
ask  of  me.  Be  speedy,  and  say  thy  request— my 
leisure  is  short." 

"It  is  for  permission  to  follow  you  to  the  Holf 
Land,  my  lord,"  said  the  man. 

"Tnou  hast  asked  what  I  can  hardly  grant  my 
friend,"  answered  De  Lacy—"  Thou  art  a  minstre!, 
art  thou  not?" 

"  .An  iinworthy  graduate  of  the  Gay  Science,  mr 
lord,"  said  the  musician ;  "  yet  let  me  say  for  myselj; 
that  I  will  not  yield  to  the  king  of  minstrels^  Geofhrey 
Riidel,  though  the  King  or  England  hath  given  him 
four  manors  for  one  song.  1  would  be  willing  to 
contend  with  him  in  romance,  lay,  or  fable,  were  the 
judge  to  be  King  Henry  himself." 

"  1  on  have  your  own  good  word,  doubtless,"  said 
De  Lacy ;  " nevertheless.  Sir Minstni,  thou  gocst not 
with  me.  The  Crusade  has  been  already  too  much 
encumbered  by  men  of  thy  iille  profession ;  and  if  thou 
dost  add  to  the  number,  it  shall  not  Ik:  under  my  pro- 
tection. I  am  too  old  to  be  charmed  by  thy  art, 
charm  thou  never  so  wisely." 

*'  He  that  is  voung  enoujiih  to  seek  for  and  to  wnn  the 
love  of  l)caiity,"  said  the  minstrel,  but  in  a  submissive 
tt>ne,  as  if  fearing  his  fretdom  might  give  offence, 
"  should  not  term  himself  too  old  to  feel  the  charms 
of  minstrelsy." 

The  Constable  smiled,  not  insensible  to  the  flattery 
which  assitmed  to  him  the  eharacter  of  a  younger 
gallant.  "Thou  art  a  jester  "  he  said,  '  I  warrant  me, 
ui  addition  to  thy  other  qualities?" 

'^So"  replied  the  minstrel,  "it  is  a  branch  of  our 
profession  which  I  have  for  some  time  renounced— 
inv  fortunes  havi«  put  mo  out  of  tune  for  jesting." 

*'  Nay,  comrade,"  snid  the  Constable,  ''if  thou  bait 
been  hardly  dealt  with  in  the  world,  and  canst  comply 
with  the  ndfrt  of  a  family  so  strictly  ordered  as  mine, 
it  is  possible  we  may  agree  togcliier  better  than  I 
thought.  What  is  thy  nniiie  and  country  7  tliy  speech, 
methmks,  sounds  somewhat  foreign." 

"1  am  an  Armorican,  my  lord,  from  the  merry 
sborf>s  of  Morbihan ;  and  hence  my  tongue  hath  some 
touch  of  my  countr>'  speech.  My  name  is  Renault 
Vidnl." 

"  Suf-h  l)eing  the  case,  Renault,"  said  the  Con- 
tablc,  "  thou  shalt  follow  me,  and  1  will  give  onlers  to' 
the  mabfer  of  my  bouKcliold  to  have  thee  attired  some- 
thing aecortiing  to  thy  iimction,  but  in  mon*  onlerly 
guise  than  thou  now  appearest  in.  Dost  thou  under- 
stand the  use  of  a  wea|K)n  ?" 

"Indifferently,  my  lord,"  said  the  Armoricon;  at 
the  same  time  taking  a  s>yord  from  the  wall,  he  drew 
it,  and  made  a  pass  with  it  so  close  to  theConsiable's 
body  as  he  sat  on  the  couch,  that  he  started  up,  cry- 
intf,  "  Villain,  forbiar  !" 

La  you !  noble  sir,"  replied  Vidal,  lowering  with 
all  Bubmission  the  point  of  his  we:iiMm— "J  have 
already  i;iV(.>n  you  a  proof  of  sleight  which  has  alarmed 
even  vour  experience— 1  have  an  hundred  other  be- 
aidi'S.'' 

"It  maybe  so,"  said  De  Lacy,  somewhat  ashameii 
at  having  shown  hiniM'lf  moved  by  the  sudden  and 
lively  action  of  the  juggler;  "but  I  love  not  jt'Siing 
with  edueiools,  and  nave  too  much  to  do  with  swora 
and  sword-blows  in  earnest,  to  toy  with  them ;  ao  I 
pray  you  let  us  havo  uo  more  of  this,  but  call  me  mf 
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•qnire  ind  my  chambcrliin,  for  I  am  about  to  array 
nie  and  vo  to  marts." 

The  religious  duties  of  the  morning  performed, 
it  was  tlic  Con«tabk''.s  intention  to  visit  the  Lady 
AblM'fls,  and  conmiunionie,  with  the  nctreswiry  pre- 
caurionn  and  quahticationR,  the  altert-d  rclutionti  in 
which  he  was  plarwi  townrda  her  nieirc,  bv  the  re- 
solution he  had  b(.t>n  compellifl  to  adopt,  of  departing' 
for  the  Crusade  before  nccomplishinK  his  marnajcc,  ii  i 
the  terms  of  the  precontract  already  enten^d  into 
He  wns  conscious  that  it  would  bt^  difRcuIt  to  recon 
ciie  the  good  Indy  to  ihu^  chanze  of  mcnnures,  and  ht- 
delayed  some  time  ere  he  could  think  of  the  best  mode 
of  c<>mmunicatini;  and  softening  the  unpleasant  in- 
telhgence.  An  interval  was  also  spent  m  a  ^iait  tr 
his  nephew,  whose*  Htato  of  convalescence  cimtinneC 
to  be  as  favourable,  as  if  in  truth  it  had  been  a  mira- 
culous consequence  of  the  Constable  s  having  com- 
plied with  the  advice  of  the  Archbishop. 

From  the  lodging  of  Damian,  the  Constable  pro- 
ceeded to  the  convent  of  the  B^neiJictine  Ablx-ss.  But 
she  had  t>een  already  made  acquainted  with  the  cir- 
cumstances which  he  came  to  communicate,  by  a 
■till  earlier  visit  frotn  the  Archbishop  Baldwin  himsi'lf 
The  Primate  had  umlertaken  the  office  of  mediator  on 
this  occasion,  conscious  that  his  success  (if  tlie  eve- 
ning before  must  have  placed  the  ('onstable  in  a 
delicate  situation  with  the  relations  of  his  betrothed 
bride,  and  willing,  by  his  countenance  and  authority, 
to  reconcile  the  disputes  which  mighi  ensue.  Perhaps 
he  ha<l  better  have  left  Hui^o  de  Lacv  to  plead  his 
own  cause;  for  the  Abbess,  though  sne  listened  to 
the  communication  with  all  the  respect  due  to  the 
highest  dignilarv  of  the  English  Church,  drew  con- 
■equences  from  the  Constabfe's  change  of  resolution 
which  the  Primate  had  not  expecti^d.  She  ventured 
to  oppose  no  obstacle  to  De  Lacy's  accomplishment 
of  his  vow*},  but  strongly  argutxl  that  the  contract 
with  her  niece  should  b<;  entirely  set  aside,  and  each 
party  left  at  liberty  to  form  a  new  choice. 

It  was  in  vain  that  the  Archbishop  endeavoured  to 
dazzle  the  Abbess  with  the  future  honours  tb  be  won 
by  the  Constable  in  the  Holy  Land  ;  the  splendour  of 
which  would  attach  not  to  his  lady  alono,  hut  to  all  in 
the  remotest  degree  allied  to  or  connected  with  her. 
All  his  eloquence  was  to  no  nurpose.  though  upon  so 
favourite  a  topic  he  exerted  it  to  tne  utmost.  The 
Abbess,  it  is  tnie,  remained  silent  for  a  moment  aAer 
his  arguments  had  b(M.'n  exhaustiil,  but  it  was  only  to 
consider  how  she  should  intimate,  in  a  suitable  and 
reverent  manner,  thai  children,  the  usual  attendants 
of  a  happy  union,  and  the  existence  of  which  he  looked 
to  for  the  continuation  of  the  house  of  her  father  and 
brother,  could  not  be  hoped  for  with  any  probability, 
unless  the  precontract  was  followt^  by  marriage,  and 
the  residence  of  the  married  parties  in  the  same 
country.  She  then.ffore  insisted,  that  the  Constable 
ha\'ing  altered  his  intentions  in  this  most  important 
panicular,  the^ancai7/M  should  be  entirely  abrogated 
and  set  aside  ^  and  she  demanded  of  the  rrimate,  as 
an  act  of  justice,  that,  as  he  had  interfered  to  prevent 
the  bridegroom's  execution  of  his  original  purpose,  he 
should  now  assist  with  his  infliicnc«  wholly  to  dis- 
solve an  engagement  which  had  been  thus  jnaterially 
innovated  upon. 

The  Primate,  who  was  sensible  ho  had  himself  oc- 
casioned De  Lncy's  breach  of  contract,  felt  himself 
bound  in  honour  and  reputation  to  prevent  conse- 
quences so  disagreeable  to  his  friend,  as  the  dissolu- 
Uon  of  an  engagement  in  which  his  interest  and 
inclinations  were  alike  concerned.  He  reproved  the 
Lady  Abbess  for  the  carnal  and  secular  views  which 
she,  a  dignitary  of  the  church,  entertained,  upon  the 
subject  or  matrimony,  and  concerning  the  interest  of, 
her  house.  He  even  upbraided  her  with  selfishly  pre-  ' 
ferring  the  continuation  of  the  line  of  Berengcr  to  the 
recovery  of  the  Holy  Sepulchre,  and  denouncr^  to  her 
that  Heaven  would  be  aveng'ti  of  the  short-sighted 
and  merely  human  policy,  which  postponftl  the  inte- 
leatsof  Christendom  tot  nose  of  an  individual  family. 

After  this  severe  homily,  the  Prelate  took  his  de- 
parture, leaving  the  Abbess  highly  incensed,  though 
■he  prudently  forbore  returning  any  irreverent  answer 
to  his  paternal  admonition. 


[     In  this  humour  the  Tenernble  lady  was  found  by  iht 
Constable  himself,  when,  with  some  cmbarraasmeBl, 
.  he  pnKreedid  to  explain  to  her  the  necessity  of  his  pre- 
,  sent  departure  for  Palestine.  ^ 
'     She  received  the  communication  with  snilcn  di|- 
:  nity ;  her  ample  black  robe  and  scalpular  seeming,  at 
[  it  were,  to  swell  out  in  vt*t  prouder  folds  as  she  lis* 
tcniy|  to  th"  rfHsoiis  and  the  emergencies  which  con* 
peIU*d  the  Constable  of  Chester  to  defer  the  marriage 
which  he  avowed  was  the  dearest  wish  of  his  hein, 
until  after  his  return  from  the  Crusade,  for  which  at 
was  about  to  Nft  forth. 
"  Methinks,"  replied  the  Abbess,  with  much  ooU- 
'.  ness,  "  if  this  communication  is  meant  for  f-amesi,— 
and  it  were  no  fit  business— I  mysdf  no  fir  pcrsoih- 
fur  jesting  with,  methinks  the  Constable's  resoIutioB 
should  have  been  proclaimed  to  us  yesteiday,  hefcre 
\he,fiancaillf»  had  united  his  troth  with  that  of  Eve- 
line Berengcr.  under  expectations  very  difieruDt  from 
those  which  h<'  now  announces." 

"On  the  word  of  a  knight  and  a  gentleman,  reve- 
rend lady,"  said  the  Constable.  '*Iitad  not  iheo  tin 
slightest  thought  that  I  should  be  called  upon  to  take 
a  step  no  less  distressing  to  me,  than,  as  I  sev  with 
pain,  it  w  iinplensing  to  you." 

"  I  can  w.'arcely  ci>nceive,"  replied  the  Abbess,  **tht 
cogent  rr-Rsons,  which,  existing  as  they  must  havt 
done  yesterday,  have  nevertheless  delayed  their  0|» 
ration  until  to-day." 

*']  own,"  said  De  Lacy,  reluctantly,  "  that  I  enter* 
taiiKxl  too  ready  hopes  of  obtaining  a  remission  fhin 
my  vow,  which  my  Lord  of  Canterbury  hath,  in  hk 
Zeal  for  Heaven's  service,  deemed  it  necessary  is 
refuse  me." 

"  \t  least,  then,"  said  the  Abbess,  veiling  her  re- 
sentment under  the  appearance  of  extreme  coldim^ 
"  your  loniship  will  do  us  the  justice  to  place  usiiitM 
same  situation  in  which  we  stood  yesterday  mora- 
ing;  and,  by  ioining  with  my  niece  and  tier  friends 
in  desiring  the  abrogation  of  a  marriage  contract 
entered  into  with  very  different  views  from  those 
which  you  now  entertain,  put  a  young  person  in  thai 
state  of  liberty  of  which  she  is  at  present  deprived  by 
her  contract  with  you  ?" 

"Ah,  madam!'*  said  the  Constable,  "what  do  ytn 
Ask  of  me  ?  and  in  a  tone  how  cold  and  indifTemt 
do  you  demand  me  to  resign  hopes,  the  deamt 
which  my  bosom  ever  entertained  since  the  life-bkxNl 
warmed  it !" 

"I  am  unacquainted  with  language  belonging  to 
such  feelings,  my  lord,"  replied  the  Abbess;  "'bat 
methinks  the  prospects  which  could  be  so  easily  ad- 
journed for  years,  might,  by  a  little,  and  a  very  littk; 
further  sclf-contn>l,  be  altogether  abandoned.''^ 

Hugo  de  Lacy  paiced  the  room  in  agitation,  nor  did 
he  answer  until  after  a  considerable  pause.  If yoor 
niece,  madam,  shares  the  sentiinepts  which  you  nave 
expressed,  I  could  not,  indeed,  with  justicA  to  her,  or 
perhaps  to  myself,  desire  to  retain  that  inteivst  in  on 
which  our  solemn  espousals  have  giver,  me.  Bat  I 
must  know  my  doom  from  her  own  lips ;  and  if  it  ie 
lis  severe  as  that  which  your  expressions  lesd  mo  to 
fear,  I  will  go  to  Palestine  the  better  soldier  of  Hea- 
ven, that  I  shall  have  Uttlo  left  on  earth  that  can  inte- 
rest me." 

The  Abbess,  without  farther  answer,  called  on  her 
Prccentrix,  and  desireti  her  to  command  her  nisoe'c 
attendance  immediately.  The  Precentriz  bowed  re- 
verently, and  withdrew. 

"  May  I  presume  to  inquire,"  said  DeLaey.  "wh^ 
ther  the  Lady  Eveline  hath  been  poaaessea  of  the 
iiircumstances  which  have  occasioned  this  unhappy 
alteration  in  my  purpose  V* 

"I  have  communicated  the  whole  to  her,  from 
point  to  point,"  said  the  Abbess,  "even  as  it  waeez- 

Clained  to  me  this  morning  by  my  Lord  of  Cante^ 
ury,  (for  with  him  I  have  alrcadV  spoken  upon  the 
subject,)  and  confirmed  but  now  oy  your  lordshtp^i 
own  mouth." 

"I  am  little  obliged  to  the  Archbishop,"  said  ths 
Constable,  "for  having  forestalled  my  excuses  in 
the  quarter  where  it  was  most  important  for  me  that 
fhey  should  be  accurately  siatod,  and  favounhlf 
received." 
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"That,"  said  the  Abbeaa,  "is  hut  an  item  of  the 
Moount  betwixt  you  and  the  Prelate,— it  concerns 

Billt  Ufl." 

**Dare  I  venture  to  hope,"  continued  De  Lacy, 
vichuul  taking  offence  at  the  drvness  of  the  Abbess's 
nanner,  "'that  Lady  Eveline  has  heard  this  most 
uiDappy  change  of  circunii* tan cea  without  emotion, 
'I  wiiuld  say,  without  displeasure  ?" 

"She  is  the  daughter  of  a  Berenger,  my  lord,"  an- 
iirered  the  Abbess,  "  and  it  is  our  cusiuni  to  punish  a 
Mvaeh  of  faith,  or  to  rontenm  it— never  to  grieve  over 
«.  What  my  niece  may  do  in  this  case,  I  know  not. 
'.  am  a  woman  of  religion,  sequestered  from  the 
■arid,  and  would  advise  peace  and  Christian  forgive- 
ieaa,  with  a  proper  sense  of  contempt  for  the  unwor- 
liir  tieatment  which  she  has  received.  She  has 
■Qawera  and  vassals,  and  fricnrjs,  doubtless,  and 
idnaers,  who  may  not,  in  blinded  zeal  for  worldly 
•Mour,  recommend  to  her  to  sit  down  slightly  with 
kit  injury,  but  desire  she  should  rather  appeal  to  the 
Cos;  or  to  the  arms  of  her  father^s  followers,  unless 
Mr  liberty  is  restored  to  her  by  the  surrender  of  the 
SDotract  into  which  she  has  been  enticed.— But  she 
9DinccL  to  answer  for  herself." 

Eveline  entered  at  the  moment,  leaning  on  Rose's 
Vm.  She  had  laid  aside  mourning  since  the  ceremony 
af  the/dncai^M,  and  was  dressed  in  a  kirtle  of  white, 
■ith  an  upper  robe  of  pale  blue.  Her  head  was  co- 
■ered  with  a  veil  of  white  gauz(.>,  so  thin,  as  to  float 
■boot  her  like  the  misty  cloud  usually  painted  around 
the  counten*ince  of  a  seraph.  But  the  lace  of  Eveline, 
ikwgh  in  beauty  not  unworthy  ont^  of  this  angelic 
infer,  was  at  present  far  from  reseiuhling  that  of  a 
■ftph  in  tranquillity  of  expression.  H(*r  nmbs  trem- 
Med^  her  cheeks  were  pale,  the  tinge  of  red  around  the 
cydns  expn*ss(>d  recent  tears ;  yet  amidst  these  natu- 
Mliigns  of  distress  and  uncertainty,  there  was  an  air 
«f  pfofound  resignation— a  resolution  to  discharge  her 
^tf  in  evi>ry  emergence,  reigning  in  the  solemn  ex- 
mMon  of  her  eye  and  eyebrow,  and  showing  her  pre- 
Ijued  to  govern  tno  agitation  which  she  coufd  not  en- 
Iray  subdue.  And  so  wnll  were  these  opuosinequalities 
^bmidily  and  resolution  mingled  on  ner  check,  that 
Evdinc,  in  the  utmost  pride  of  her  beauty,  never  looked 
Me  fascinating  than  at  that  instant:  and  Hugo  dc 
me)\  hitherto  rather  an  unimpaasioned  lovirr,  sio<»d  in 
icr  presence  with  feelings  as  if  all  the  exaggerations  of 
Mnsnce  were  realized,  and  his  mistresH  were  a  being 
fa  higher  sphere,  fmm  whose  doom  he  was  to  re- 
iive  hafipincss  or  misery,  life  or  death. 
It  was  under  the  influence  of  such  a  feeling,  that  the 
'arrior  dropped  on  one  knee  before  Eveline,  took  the 
ftod  which  she  rather  renigiied  than  gave  to  him, 
!%as«d  it  to  his  lips  fervently,  and,  ere  he  parii>d  with 
i  moistened  it  with  one  of  the  few  tears  which  he 
"93  ever  known  to  shed.  But,  although  surprised, 
id  carried  out  of  his  character  by  a  sudden  impulse, 
e  regained  his  composure  on  observing  that  the  Ah- 
MB  regariied  his  homiliation,  if  it  can  be  so  termed, 
itli  an  air  of  triumph ;  and  he  entered  on  his  defence 
tiort  Eveline  with  a  manly  earnestness,  not  devoid 
Tfervour,  nor  free  from  agitation,  yet  made  in  a  tone 
f  fiminrtui  and  pride,  which  st'cmed  assumed  to  meet 
nd  control  that  of  the  oflendtid  Abbess. 

"Lady,*'  he  said,  addressing  Eveline,  "you  have 
<ild  from  the  venerable  AblM>ss  in  what  unhappy 
osition  I  have  been  placed  since  vesterday  by  the 
liWir  of  the  Archbishop— p«Thaps  I  sltould  rather  say 
ly  hisju?t  thfiugh  severe  int*  n'retation  of  my  engage- 
■ent  in  the  Crusade.  J  cannot  doubt  that  oil  this 
las  been  stated  with  accurate  truth  by  the  venerable 
idy;  liut  as  I  muse  no  longer  call  her  my  friend,  let 
be  fear  whefher  she  has  done  me  justice  m  hr^r  eom- 
Dentar>'  upon  the  unhappy  nec<nsity  which  must  pre- 
eotiy  coiiiiiel  me  to  leave  my  country,  and  with  my 
ountry  to  forego— at  best  to  postpone— the  fairest 
KMK4I  which  man  ever  ^tertained.  The  venerable 
My  hath  u^oraided  me,  that  being  myself  the  cause 
hat  the  extciition  of  yesterday's  contract  is  nost- 
ooed,  I  would  fain  keep  it  suspended  over  your  nead 
IT  an  iiidcfi  lite  term  of  years.  No  one  r(«iunH  wil- 
Bglv  such  riK'hts  as  yesterday  gave  ine;  and,  let  me 
leak  a  boa.*'tful  word,  sooner  inan  yield  them  up  to 
mn  of  woojan  bom,  I  would  hold  m  lair  field  against 


all  comers,  with  grinded  sword  and  sharp  spear,  from 
sunrise  to  sunset,  for  three  days'  space.  But  what  I 
would  retain  at  the  price  of  a  thousand  lives,  I  am 
willing  to  renounce  if  it  would  cost  you  a  single  sigh. 
If,  therefore,  you  think  you  cannot  remain  happy  as 
i  the  l>etrothea  of  De  Lacy,  you  may  cominand  my 
I  assistance  to  have  the  contract  aunulled,  and  make 
some  more  fortunate  man  happy." 

He  would  have  gone  on,  but  felt  the  danger  of  being 
overpowered  again  by  those  feelings  of  tenderness  so 
new  to  his  steady  nature,  that  he  blushed  to  give  way 
to  them. 

Eveline  remained  silent  The  Abbess  took  the  word 
"Kinswoman,"  she  said,  "you  hear  tnat  the  genero- 
sity—or the  justice  of  the  Constable  of  Chester,  pro- 
poses, in  consequence  of  his  departure  upon  a  distant 
and  perilous  expedition,  to  cancel  a  contract  entered 
into  upon  the  specific  and  precise  understanding  that 
he  was  to  remain  in  England  for  its  fulfilment.  You 
cannot,  niethink.8,  hesitate  to  accept  of  the  freedom 
which  he  offers  you,  with  thanks  for  his  bounty.  For 
my  part,  I  will  reservemine  own  until  I  sholl  see  that 
your  joint  application  is  sullicient  to  win  to  your  pur- 
pose his  Grace  of  Canterbury,  who  may  again  inteitere 
with  the  actions  of  his  friend  the  Lord  Cpnstablei 
over  whom  he  has  already  exerted  so  much  influence 
—for  the  weal,  doubtless,  of  his  spiritual  concerns." 

"If  it  is  meant  by  your  words,  venerable  lady."  said 
the  Constable,  "that  I  have  anv  purpose  of  sheltering 
myself  l)ehind  the  Prelate's  authority,  to  avoid  doing 
that  which  1  pi-oclaim  my  readiness,  though  not  my 
willingness,  to  do,  I  can  only  say,  that  you  are  the 
first  who  has  doubted  the  faitn  of  Hugh  de  Lacy."-— 
And  while  the  proud  Baron  thus  addressed  a  female 
and  a  recluse,  he  could  not  prevent  his  eye  from  spark- 
ling and  his  check  from  flushing. 

"My  gracious  and  venerable  kinswoman,"  said 
Eveline,  summoning  together  her  resolution,  "and 
you,  my  good  lord,  be  not  ofl'ended  if  1  pray  you  not  to 
increase  by  groundless  suspicions  and  hasty  resent- 
ments your' difficulties  and  mine.  My  lord,  the  obli- 
gations which  I  lie  under  to  you  are  such  as  I  can 
never  discharge,  since  they  comprehend  fortune,  jifie, 
and  honour.  Know  that,  in  my  anguish  of  mind, 
when  besieged  by  the  Welsh  in  my  castle  of  the  Garde 
Doloureuse,  I  vowed  to  the  Virgin,  that  (my  honour 
saf«!)  I  would  place  myself  ai  ihe  disposal  of  him 
whom  our  [jady  should  employ  as  her  instrument  to 
relievo  me  from  yonder  hour  ot  agony. '  In  dving  me 
a  deliverer,  she  gave  me  a  master;  nor  could  I  ueaire 
a  more  noole  one  than  Huco  de  Lacy." 

"  God  forbid,  lady,"  sain  the.  Constable,  speaking 
eageriy,  as  if  he  was  afraid  his  resolution  should  fail 
him  ere  he  could  get  the  renunciation  utten'd,  "that I 
should,  by  snch  a  tie,  to  which  you  subjected  yourself 
in  the  extremity  of  your  distress,  bind  you  to  any  re- 
solution in  my  favour  which  can  put  force  on  your  own 
inclinaii(ms! ' 

The  Abbess  herself  could  not  help  expressing  her 
applause  of  this  sentiment,  declaring  it  was  spoken 
like  a  Norman  gentleman;  but,  at  the  same  time, 
her  eyes,  iiirnefi  towards  her  niece,  seemed  to  exhort 
her  to  bewnre  how  she  declined  to  profit  by  the  can- 
dour of  De  Lacy. 

But  Eveline  proceeded,  with  her  eyes  fixed  on  the 
ground,  and  a  slight  colour  overspreading  her  face, 
to  state  her  own  sentiments,  without  listening;  to 
ihe  suggestions  of  any  one.  "  I  will  own,  noble  sir/* 
she  said,  "that  when  your  valour  had  rescued  me 
from  approaching  destniction,  I  could  have  wished— 
honouring  and  respecting  you,  as  I  had  done  your 
late  friend— my  excellent  father— that  you  could  nave 
acceptKl  a  daughter's  service-  from  me.  I  do  not  pre 
lend  entin-ly  to  have  surmounted  tliese  sentimenta, 
although  I  have  combated  them,  as  being  unworthy 
of  nie^  and  ungrateful  to  you.  But,  from  tlie  moment 
you  were  pleased  to  honour  me  by  a  claim  on  this 
poor  hand.  I  have  studiously  examined  mv  S4'ntiment« 
towards  you,  and  taught  mvself  so  far  to  make  them 
coincide  with  my  duly,  that  I  may  call  nivs<'lf  assured 
that  De  Lacy  would  not  find  in  Eveline  Berenger  an 
indiflerent,  far  less  an  unworthy  bride.  In  tiiiiL  str, 
you  may  boldly  confide,  whether  th*  union  you  ha?f 
Bought  lor  takes  place  instantly,  or  is  delayol  till  • 
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longer  Sfaaon.  Still  farther,  I  muBt  acknowledge 
that  the  postponement  uf  these  nuptials  will  be  more 
•({reeable  to  me  than  their  immediate  arc4impli»h- 
ment.  I  am  at  present  very  yoiin^,  and  totally  inex- 
perienced. Two  or  three  years  will,  I  tnisi,  render 
me  yift  more  worthy  the  n^Kard  of  a  man  ot 
honour."  ,       .     , .  ,  , , 

At  this  declaration  m  m**  favour,  however  cold 
and  qualified,  De  Lacy  had  as  much  diifu^ulty  to 
restram  his  transports  as  I'onnerly  to  moderate  his 
agitation. 

"Angel  of  bounty  and  of  kindness  T'  he  said,  kneel- 
ing once  more,  and  attain  posstrssing  himself  of  her 
hand,  '*i>erhaps  i  ou^ht  in  honour  to  resign  volun- 
tarily those  liorN.s  \«hich  you  decline  to  ravish  from 
me  forcibly.  But  who  could  be  capabUf  of  such  unre- 
lenting m:i;{nanimity '?— Let  me  hope  that  my  devoteti 
attachment— that  wnich  you  shall  hear  of  me  when 
mt  a  distance — that  which  you  shall  know  <if  me  when 
near  you— may  give  to  your  sentiments  a  more  tender 
warmth  than  they  now  express;  and,  in  the  mean 
while,  blame  me  not  that  I  accept  your  plighted  faith 
anew,  under  the  conditions  which  you  attach  to  it.  I 
am  conscious  my  wooing  has  been  ti>o  late  in  hfe  to 
expect  the  animated  returns  pro|)cr  to  youthful  passion 
—Blame  me  not  if  I  nniain  satisfied  with  those  calmer 
sentiments  which  make  life  happy,  tliough  they  can- 
not make  passion  raDtunins.  ^  our  hand  remains 
in  my  grasi),  but  it  acknowledges  not  my  pn*ssure— 
Can  It  oe  that  it  refuses  to  ratijfy  what  your  lips  have 
■aid  T' 

"  Never,  noble  De  Lacy !"  said  Eveline,  with  more 
animatkin  than  she  had  yet  expressed ;  and  it  appeared 
that  the  tonu  was  at  length  sulliciently  encouraging, 
since  her  lover  was  emboldened  to  take  the  lips  them- 
selves for  guarantee. 

It  was  with  an  air  of  pride,  mingled  with  respect, 
that,  after  haviuft  received  this  plctdge  of  fidelity, 
he  turned  to  conciliate  and  to  appease  the  oflimded 
Abbess,  "I  trust,  venerable  mother,"  he  said,  "  that 
you  will  resume  your  former  kind  thoughts  of  me, 
which  I  am  aware  were  only  interrupted  by  your 
tender  anxiety  for  the  interest  of  her  who  should  l>e 
dearest  to  us  both.  Let  me  hope  that  I  may  leave  this 
fiiir  fiower  under  protection  of  the  honoured  lady  who 
is  her  next  in  blood,  happy  and  scrcure  as  ^e  must  ever 
be,  while  listening  to  vour  counsels,  and  rusidinjf 
within  these  sacred  walls." 

But  the  AblH>8s  was  too  deeply  displeased  to  l>e 
propitiated  by  a  compliment,  winch  perhaps  it  had 
been  better  policy  to  have  lieluyed  till  a  calmer  season. 
"My  lord,"  she  said,  "and  you,  fair  kinswoman,  you 
ought  needs  to  be  aware  how  Httle  my  counsels— not 
froquently  given  where  they  are  unw'illingly  listened 
to— can  be  of  avail  to  those  embarked  m  worldly 
affairs.  I  am  a  woman  dedicated  to  religion,  to  soli- 
tude, and  seclusion— to  the  service,  in  brief;  of  Our 
Lady  and  Saint  Hmtxiict.  I  have  l)cen  already  cen- 
sured by  my  superior  because  I  have,  for  love  of  voii, 
fair  niece,  mixiHi  more  deeply  in  secular  affairs  tlian 
became  the  head  of  a  convent  of  reclusi*s— I  will  merit 
no  farther  blame  on  such  an  acu)unt ;  nor  can  you 
expect  it  of  me.  My  brother  s  daughter,  unfettered 
by  worldjy  ties,  had  been  the  welcome  sharer  of  my 
poor  solitude.  Hut  this  liouso  is  too  mean  for  the 
residence  of  the  vowed  bride  of  a  mighty  baron ;  nor 
do  I,  in  my  lowliness  and  inexiierience,  feel  fitness  to 
exercise  over  such  a  one  that  authority,  which  must 
belong  to  me  over  every  one  whom  this  roof  pn)tects. 
The  grave  tenor  of  pur  devotions,  and  the  serenor 
contemplation  to  which  the  iVmule-s  of  this  house  are 
devoted,"  coniinuiil  the  Abbess,  with  increasing  heat 
and  vehemence,  "  shall  not,  for  the  sake  of  my  worldly 
connexions,  be  disturbed  by  the  intrusion  of  one  whose 
.  thoughts  must  needs  be  on  the  worldly  toys  of  love 
and  marriiige." 

"I  do  indeixl  believe,  reverend  mother,"  said  the 
Constable,  in  his  turnaivi:ig  way  to  disple»nm\  "  that 
a  richly-dowered  maiden,  unwedded,  and  imlikely  to 
wed,  were  a  fitter  aiui  more  welcome  inmate  to  the 
convent,  than  one  who  cannot  be  separatwi  from  the 
worid,  and  whose  wealth  is  not  likely  to  increase  the 
Huso's  revenues." 
The  Constable  dki  the  Abbess  great  injury  in  this 


hasty  insinuation,  and  it  only  went  to  confirm  bcr 

f»urpose  of  rejecting  all  charge  of  her  niece  durisf 
lis  absence.  Nile  was  in  truth  as  disinterested  m 
haughty ;  and  her  only  reason  for  anger  against  hs 
niece  was,  that  her  advice  had  not  been  adopted  wii^ 
out  hisitatioii,  althougii  the  matter  regarded  EveLsifi 
happiness  exclusively. 

The  ill-timed  retlection  of  the  Constable  confinnui 
her  in  the  rearjiution  which  slie  had  already,  nd 
linstilv  adoptifl.  "May  heaven  forgiv<!  yoiL  Sir 
Knight,"  slie  re(>lied,  "  your  injurious  tnougbtsofHii 
servants !  It  in  indei^  time,  for  your  soul's  sake,  tlul 
you  do  penance  in  the  Holy  Land,  having  such  mb 
judgments  to  reiwuf  of.— For  yoti,  my  niece,  yoa  e» 
not  want  that  ho£tpitaliiy.  which  without  venfyifli 


or  Hceming  to  verify,  unjust  suspicions,  I  cannot  nov 

yon,  while  you  have,  in  your  kinswomia  rf 

Baldringlium,  a  serular  relation,  whose  neamesi  rf 


blood  appnjaches  mine,  and  who  may  open  her  gsM 
to  you  without  incurring  the  unworthy  censure,  ikl 
she  means  to  enrich  herself  at  your  cosl" 

The  ( '(mstable  saw  the  deadly  paleness  which raai 
over  Evi>iine*s  cheek  at  this  proposal,  and,  witfurt 
knowing  the  cause  of  her  repujinance,  he  haaien^V 
relieve  her  from  the  apprehensions  which  she  smh 
evidently  to  entertain.  "No,  reverend  motlier,"  hi 
said;  "since  you  so  harshly  reject  the  cnnofjM 
kinswoman,  sne  ^hatl  not  he  a  burden  to  any  of  hr 
other  relatives.  While  Hugo  de  Lacy  hath  nx  gaOor 
castles,  and  many  a  manor  besides,  to  maintain fcy 
upon  their  hearths,  his  betrothed  bride  shall  bona 
no  one  with  her  society,  who  may  regard  it  o»oih» 
w'\sii  ihnn  a  great  honour ;  and  methinks  I  were  maa 
poorer  than  Heaven  hath  made  me,  could  I  notl^ 
nish  friends  and  followers  sufficient  to  server  ohft 
and  proteiU  her." 

"  No,  my  loitl,"  said  Eveline,  recovering  from  ■ 
dejection  into  which  she  had  been  thrown  i)y  the* 
kindneiw  of  her  rehitive;  "  since  some  unhappy  dl^ 
tiny  sijparates  me  from  the  pri>tection  <^  myfiilfaffj 
sister,  to  whom  I  could  so  securely  have  reiiKM 
mysi>If,  I  will  neither  apply  for  shelier  to  any  nM 
distant  relation,  nor  accept  of  that  which  yoa..i4 
lord,  so  generously  ofli'r ;  since  my  doing  so  m^ 
excite  harsh,  and,  I  am  sure,  undesi-rved  n:-pnnctai^ 
again?it  her  hy  whom  I  was  driven  to  choose  a  Im 
advisable  dwelling-place.  I  have  made  inyivsil^ 
tion.  I  have,  it  is  tnie,  only  one  friend  lef^,  butfJies 
a  p«jwerlul  one,  and  is  able  to  protect  me  against  Al 
particular  evil  fate  which  stx^ms  to  follow  me,  as  wis 
as  a£<:Hinsi  the  oniinary  evils  of  human  life." 

"TheQuwn,  I  sur»pose?"  said  tlie  Abbess,  inttf- 
ruptinu  her  impatiently. 

"The  Qiieen  of  Heaven  !  venerable  kinswomsiii 
answered  Eveline;  "our  Lady  of  the  Garde  Dok* 
euse,  ever  grniMous  to  our  lu>uFe,  and  so  lately.W 
especial  guardian  and  nrotectrtss.  Methinks,  MOi 
the  vowed  votaress  of  the  Virgin  rejects  rne^ill 
to  her  holy  patroness  whom  I  ought  to  apply  i* 
sueeour." 

The  venerabit;  dame,  talten  somewhat  at  unawiNj 
hy  this  answer,  pn>nouncod  the  interjection  "  Uinpbf 
iri  a  tone  k'tter  befitting  a  Ixdiard  or  an  Iconoclut 
than  a  Catholic  .Vhht.^s,  and  a  daughter  of  the  Hflsfi 
of  BenMiger.  Truth  is,  the  Lady  Abbess's  hew* 
tary  devotion  to  the  Lady  of  the  Garde  DolouNg 
was  much  derayed  since  she  had  know*n  the  ■ 
tnerits  of  another  gifted  image,  the  property  of  ki 
own  convent. 

Ueco!lm-ting  herst^f  however,  sho  remained  mIibI 
whil«>  the  ('on!?inl)le  alkgird  the  vicinity  ojf  the  Wdidh 
a»  what  might  possibly  again  render  the  abode  of  U 
iK'tnlhiHl  bride  at  the  Cxnrde  Dolourt>»se  a?  F.<eriUWia 
sho  had  on  a  former  oeension  found  it.  To  this  Ew 
line  re()lied^  by  r'-mindini'  him  of  the  great  9trntf{ 
of  her  iiaiive  fortref.-*— tne  various  sieges  which  i 
had  withstood— and  the  important  circumsiisH 
that,  upon  the  laicoccnsion.  it  wns  only  endanftew 
because,  in  coniriliam^  xvith  a  point  oif  honour,  he 
fattier  Raymond  had  sallied  out  with  the  tfanifoa 
an'i  foiiuht  at  disadvantage  a  battle  under  the  waBi 
She  farther  suggested,  that  it  was  easy  fiw  the  Cas 
stable  to  name,  from  among  his  own  vassals  or  hM 
a  seneachal  of  such  tU)proved  prudeuoe  and  valofl 
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the  ftftfety  of  the  plaeo,  and  of  its  { 

Lttcy  could  reT)ly  to  her  argumentB  iie  Ab- 
,  ami,  plending  her  total  inabititv  to  give 
I  aecuinr  afiairn,  and  the  rules  of  ner  oraer, 
led  her,  sb  nhe  said,  with  a  heightened  co- 
raised  voice,  "to  the  simple  and  peaceful 
of  her  conventual  duties,"  she  left  the  be- 
tnies  in  the  locutory,  or  parlour,  without 
any,  save  Rose,  who  prudently  remained  at 
ance.  » 

ue  of  their  nrivate  conference  seemed  agree- 
th;  and  when  Eveline  told  Rose  that  they 
rtum  presently  to  the  Garde  Doloureuse,  un- 
kienc  escort,  and  w^-re  to  remain  there  du- 
xriod  of  the  Cnisade,  it  was  in  a  tone  of 
satiefnction,  which  her  follower  had  not 

make  use  of  for  many  days.  She  spoke 
iy  in  praise  of  the  kind  nqquiescence  of  the 
»  in  her  wishes,  and  of  his  whole  conduct, 
armth  of  gratitude  approaching  to  a  more 
4ing. 

^t,  my  dearest  lady,"  said  Rose,  "  if  you 
k  unfeimicdly,  you  must,  1  am  convinced, 
I  yo«j  look  upon  this  interval  of  years,  inter- 
Nnxt  your  contract  and  your  marriage,  rather 
le  than  in  any  other  liglit." 
'ess  it,"  said  Eveline,  nor  have  I  concealed 
future  lord  that  such  are  my  feelings  ungra- 
they  may  seem.  But  it  is  my  youth,  Rose, 
ne  youth,  which  makes  me  fear  the  duties 
cy's  wife.    Then  those  evil  auguries  hang 

about  me.  Devoted  to  evil  by  one  kins- 
sxpclled  almost  from  the  roof  of  another, 
>  m)  »elf,  at  present,  a  creature  who  must 
ress  with  her,  pass  where  she  will.  This  evil 
,  what  is  more,  the  apprehensiona  of  it.  will 
to  time.  When  I  shall  have  attained  the 
enty,  Rose,  I  shall  be  a  full>grown  woman, 
he  soul  of  a  Berengcr  strong  within  me,  to 

those  doubts  and  tremours  which  agitate 
'  seventeen." 

ny  sweet  mistress,"  answered  Rose,  "may 
Mir  Lady  of  the  Garde  DolourtHisc  guide  all 
St !— But  I  wxxdd  that  this  contract  nad  not 
ee,  or,  having;  taken  place,  that  it  could  have 
ded  by  your  unmediate  union." 


CHAPTER  XX. 

I  Kins  callMl  down  his  monr-mtn  all 

fonc.  and  bjr  two.  and  ttireo  ; 
MariAMl  wai  wont  to  bn  the  fbmmoit  man, 
•t  Um  liiuduKMlnMn  wu  Im.— CM  BsUad. 

Lady  Eveline  retired  satisfied  and  pleased 
private  interview  with  De  Lacy,  the  joy  on 
of  the  Constable  arose  to  a  higher  pitch  of 
tan  he  was  in  the  hnbit  of  feeHnk  or  express- 
it  was  augmented  by  a  visit  of  the  lect^hea 
ided  his  nephew,  from  whom  he  received  a 
id  particular  account  of  his  present  disorder, 
y  assurance  of  a  speedy  recover  v. 
instable  caused  alms  to  be  distri)>uted  to  the 
and  to  the  noor^  mas£>cs  to  Ik'  said,  and 
be  ligliri'd.  He  visited  the  Archbishop,  and 
Troni  iiim  his  full  approbation  of  lUr  course 
•  proix?s*d  to  pursue,  with  the  promise,  thai 
plenary  powrr  wiiich  \ir  hild  from  the  rope, 
te  was  willing,  in  conHidfrnTioii  of  his  instant 
3,  to  limit  hhi  stay  in  the  Holy  Land  to  the 
hrte  yrars,  to  l>ecome  ctirrent  from  his  leav- 
in,  arid  to  include  the  spare  necessary  for  his 
1  his  native  muntr\'.  Indeed,  having  sue- 
1  the  niniH  (Kiint,  tnc  .Archbishop  judged  it 
Dnrede  won-  inferior  ctmslderation  to  a  per- 
10  Constable's  rank  and  character,  whose 
I  to  the  profKisrd  expedition  was  perhaps  ae 
to  its  success  as  his  bodily  presence, 
rt.  The  Constable  returned  to  liis  pai^lior 
itisfied  with  the  manner  in  which  he  hac 
i  hihicelf  from  those  diffirultics  which  in  the 
seemed  almost  insuperable:  and  when  Iuk 
Lsscmbled  to  disrobe  him  (tor  great  feudal 
1  their  levoea  and  couchooa,  in  unitation  of 


sovereign  princes,)  be  distribated  gntutiei  among 
rhem,  and  jested  and  laughed  in  a  much  gayer  hii- 
»nour  than  they  had  ever  beibre  witnessed. 

"For  thoe,"  he  said,  turning  to  Vidal  the  minstrel, 
who,  sumptuously  dressed,  stood  to  pay  his  respects 
among  the  other  attendAnta,  "I  will  give  thee  naught 
at  present  {  but  do  thou  remain  by  my  bedside  until  I 
am  asleep,  and  I  will  next  mommg  reward  thy  min- 
strelsy as  I  like  it." 

**My  lord."  said  Vidal,  "I  am  already  rewarded, 
both  by  the  honour,  and  by  the  liveries,  which  better 
befit  a  royal  minstrel  than  one  of  ray  mean  fame  t 
but  assign  me  a  subject,  and  I  will  do  my  best,  not 
out  of  greed  of  future  largesses,  but  gratitude  for  past 
favours."- 

''Gramercy,  good  fellow,"  said  the  Constable. 
"  Guarine,"  he  added,  addressing  his  squire,  "  let  the 
watch  be  posted,  and  do  thou  remain  within  the  tent 
—stretch  thyselt  on  the  bear-hide,  and  sleep,  or  listen 
to  the  minstrelsy,  as  thou  likest  best.  Thou  thinkest 
thyself  a  judge,  1  have  heard,  of  such  gear." 

It  was  usual,  in  those  insecure  timeiu  for  some  faith- 
ful domestic  to  sleep  at  night  within  the  tent  of  every 
Srest  baron,  that,  if  danger  arose,  he  might  not  bo 
unsupported  or  unprotected.  Guarine  accordingly 
drew  his  sword,  and,  taking  it  in  hia  hand,  atretcbed 
himself  on  the  ground  in  such  a  manner,  that,  on  the 
slightest  alarm,  he  could  spring  up  aword  in  hand. 
His  broad  black  eyes,  in  which  sleep  contended  with 
a  desire  to  listen  to  the  music,  were  fixed  on  Vkla], 
who  saw  them  glittering  in  the  reflection  of  the  olver 
lamp,  like  those  of  a  dragon  or  basilisk. 

Alter  a  few  preliminary  touches  on  the  chords  of 
his  rote,  the  minstrel  rraueeted  of  the  Constable  to 
name  the  subject  on  which  he  desired  the  exercise  of 
his  powers. 

"The  truth  of  woman,"  anawered  Hugo  de  Lacy, 
■B  he  laid  his  head  upon  his  pillow. 

After  a  short  prelude,  the  minstrel  obeyed,  by  i 
ing  nearly  as  follows  :— 


"  Woman'!  fltiiti,  and  woman*!  tnut— 
Write  Uie  ciwracten  in  diut ; 
Stirop  then  on  tlie  ranninf  straam, 
Print  tbrn  on  Uw  moon**  pale  baaoh 
And  each  evanraoent  letter 
SJiall  b€  t-Jcercr,  fSnmer.  better. 
And  more  pemienent,  1  ween, 
ThAn  tiM  tiling  tboaa  letlen  aeaa. 

n. 

"  I  have  ftrain'd  the  mider's  thread 
ICSainit  the  promiM  of  a  maid ; 


I  have  wei«h'd  a  frain  ofaand 

or  heart  and 

9  or  tlie  token. 


'Gain«t  her  phrht  of  heart  and  hand  ; 
I  lovoc*  ■ 


I  told  my  true  love  of  tlie  token, 

How  her  faith  provod  light,  and  her  word  was  brokas  t 

Again  her  word  and  tnith  «lie  plight, 

And  I  belie%-ed  Uiem  again  ere  mgtaL" 

"How  now,  sir  knave,"  said  the  Constable,  raising 
himself  on  his  elbow,  "  from  what  drunken  rhymer 
did  you  learn  that  half-witted  satire?"    . 

"  From  an  old,  ragged,  crossgraincd  fnend  of  mine, 
called  Experience,''  answered  vidal.  "I  pray  Hea- 
ven he  may  never  take  your  lordship,  or  any  other 
worthy  man,  under  his  tuition."  . 

"Go  to,  fellow,"  said  the  Constable,  m  reply; 
"  thou  art  one  of  those  wiseacres,  1  warrant  me,  that 
would  fain  be  thought  witty,  because  thou  canst  make 
a  Jest  of  those  things  which  wiser  men  hold  worthT 
or  most  worship— the  honour  of  men,  and  the  truth 
of  women.  Dost  thou  call  thyself  a  minstrel,  and 
hast  no  tale  of  female  fidelity!" 

"  I  had  right  many  a  one,  noble  sir,  but  I  laid  them 
aside  when  I  disused  my  practice  of  the  jesting  part 
of  the  Joyous  Science.  Nevertheless,  if  it  pTeases 
your  nobleness  to  listen,  I  can  sing  you  an  estabhsbed 
lay  upon  such  a  subject."  .  ,  . . 

De  Lacy  made  a  sign  of  acquiescence,  and  laid 
himself  as  if  to  slumber;  while  vidal  began  one  Oi 
those  interminable  and  almost  innumerable  adven- 
tures concerning  that  paragon  of  true  lovem  fiur 
Ysoltej  and  of  the  constant  and  uninterrupted  faith 
and  affection  which  ahe  displayed  in  numerous  «tun- 
tions  of  difficulty  and  peril,  to  her  paramour,  the  gal- 
lant Sir  Tristrem.  at  the  expense  of  her  less  favoured 
husband,  the  lucUess  Eing  Mark  of  ComwaU.  to 
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whom,  as  all  tne  «rorld  knows,  Sir  Tristrem  was 
noihew. 

This  was  not  the  lay  of  love  and  fidrlitjr  which  De 
Lacy  woiilil  have  chosen ;  but  a  feeling  like  shame 
preventoil  his  inrerrupting  it,  perhaps  because  he  was 
unwillinu:  ro  yi«I(i  to  or  acknowledj^  the  unnleasing 
sensations  excited  by  the  tenor  of  the  talc.  He  soon 
fell  BB\opp,  or  fei:;n(Mi  to  do  so  i  and  the  harper,  con- 
tinuing mr  a  time  his  monotonous  chant,  nef^n  at 
length  himself  to  feel  the  influence  of  «lumber ;  his 
words,  and  the  notes  which  he  continued  to  touch 
upon  the  harp,  were  broken  and  interrupted,  and 
seemed  to  eJ«cape  drowsily  from  his  fingers  and  voice. 
At  length  the  sounds  ceased  entin-ly,  and  the  min- 
strel scorned  to  have  sunk  into  profound  repose,  with 
his  head  reclining  on  his  breast,  and  one  arm  dropped 
down  by  his  side,  while  the  other  rested  on  his  harp. 
His  slumber,  however,  was  not  very  long,  and  when 
he  awoke  from  it,  and  cast  his  eyes  around  him,  re- 
connoiiering,  by  the  light  of  the  night-lamp,  whatever 
was  in  f^ie  tent,  he  felt  a  heavy  hand,  which  pressed 
his  shoulder  as  if  gently  to  solicit  his  attention.  At 
the  same  time  the  voice  of  the  vigilant  Philip  Guarine 
whispered  in  his  ear,  "Thine  office  for  the  niu:ht  is 
endea— depart  to  thme  own  quarters  with  all  the 
■ilenoe  thou  raa>'st." 

The  minstrel  wrapt  himself  in  his  cloak  without 
reply,  though  perhaps  not  without  feeling  some  re- 
sentment at  a  dismissal  so  unceremonious. 


CHAPTER  XXL 

0 1  than  I  ate  Qmso  Mib  has  been  with  yon. 

Rmeo  and  JutkL 

Turn  subject  on  which  the  mind  has  last  been  cn- 
sag^od  at  night  is  apt  to  occupy  our  thoughts  even 
dimng  slumber,  when  Imagination,  uncorrected  bv 
the  organs  of  sense,  weaves  her  own  fantastic  web 
out  of  whatever  ideas  rise  at  random  in  the  sleeper. 
It  is  not  surprising,  therefore,  that  De  Lacv  in  his 
dreams  had  some  confused  idea  of  being  identified 
with  the  unlucky  Mark  of  Cornwall;  and  that  he 
awakened  from  such  unpleasant  visions  with  a  brow 
more  clouded  than  when  he  was  preparing  for  his 
oouchon  the  evening  before.  He  was  silent,  and  seemed 
lost  in  thought,  while  his  squire  assisted  at  his  levee 
with  the  respect  now  only  paid  to  sovereigns.  "  Gua- 
rine," at  length  he  said,  know  you  the  stout  Flem- 
ing, who  was  s.nid  to  have  borne  him  so  well  at  the 
siege  of  the  Garde  Doloureuse  7— a  tall,  big,  brawny 
man." 

**  Surely,  my  lord,"  answered  his  Squire ;  "  I  know 
Wilkin  Flarnmock— I  saw  him  but  yesterday." 

"Indeed !"  n^plied  the  Constable— " Here,  meanest 
thou 7— In  this  city  of  Gloucester?" 

"  Assuredly,  my  good  lord.  He  came  hither  partly 
about  bis  merchandise,  partly,  I  think,  to  fee  his 
daughter  Roae,  who  is  in  attendance  on  the  gracious 
young  Lady  Kveline." 

"  He  is  a  stout  soldier,  is  he  not  ?" 

"Like  most  of  his  kind— a  rampart  to  a  castle,  but 
rubbish  in  the  field,"  said  the  Norman  squire. 

"Faithful,  also,  is  he  not 7"  continued  the  Consta- 
ble. 

"Faithful  as  most  Flemings,  while  you  can  pay  for 
their  faith,"  replied  Guarine,  wondering  a  little  at  the 
unusual  interest  taken  in  one  whom  he  esteemed  a  be- 
ing of  an  inferior  order;  when,  after  some  farther  in- 
quines,  the  Coniitahle  ordered  the  Fleming's  attend- 
ance to  be  presently  commanded. 

Other  business  of  the  morning  now  occurred,  (for 
his  speedy  departure  required  many  arransrements  to 
be  hastily  adopted,)  when,  as  the  Constable  was  giv- 
mg  audience  to  several  officers  of  his  troops,  the 
bulky  figure  of  Wilkin  Flammock  was  seen  at  the 
entrance  of  the  pavilion,,in  jerkin  of  white  cloth,  and 
having  only  a  knife  by  his  side. 

"  Leave  the  tent,  my  masters,"  said  De  Lacy,  "  but 
continue  in  attendance  in  the  neighbourhood;  for 
here  comes  one  I  must  speak  to  in  private." 

The  officers  withdrew,  and  the  Constable  and  Flem- 
ing were  left  alone.    "  You  are  Wilkio  Flammock, 


who  fought  well  against  tlw  WcUi  at  the  Gairft 

Doloureuse  /" 

"  I  did  my  be«t,  my  lord,  answered  Wilkin— **!  vis 
bound  to  it  by  my  bargain ;  and  I  hope  ever  lo  ad 
like  a  man  of  rre<iif." 

"Methinks,"  said  the  Constable,  "that  yoi\m 
stout  of  limb,  and,  as  1  hear,  so  bold  in  spirit,  nu^ 
look  a  little  higher  than  this  weaving  trade  of  thiol' 

"  No  one  is  reluctant  to  mend  his  station,  my  loid," 
said  Wilkin ;  "yet  am  I  so  far  from  complainiayif 
mine,  that  I  would  willingly  consent  it  should  nem 
be  better,  on  condition  1  could  be  assured  it  not 
never  worse." 

**Nay,  but,  Flammock,"  sakl  the  ConataUe,  "I 
mean  higher  things  for  you  than  yoar  modesty  9- 
prebends— I  mean  to  leave  thee  in  a  charge  of  gM 
tnist." 

"Let  it  concern  bales  of  drapery,  my  lord,  and  11 
one  will  perform  it  better,"  said  the  Fleming. 

"Away!  thou  srt  too  lowly  minded,"  said  tbeG» 
stable.  *' WHiat  think'st  thou  of  being  dubbed  kn|sli 
as  thy  valour  well  deserves,  and  lef^  as  CbatidaiaM 
the  Garde  Doloureuse  7" 

"  For  the  knighthood,  my  lord,  I  should  crave  m 
forgiveness;  for  it  would  sit  on  me  likeagikiedU* 
met  on  a  hog.  For  snv  charse,  whethercltaidt 
or  cottase,  I  trust  I  mig^t  discharge  it  as  wd  ■ 
another." 

"  I  fear  me  thv  rank  must  be  in  some  way  mtnid,* 
said  the  Constable,  surveying  the  unmilitary  draitf 
the  figure  before  him ;  "it  is  at  present  too  meu  to 
befit  the  protector  and  guardian  of  a  youog  ladytf 
high  birth  and  rank." 

"  I  the  guardian  of  a  young  lady  of  birth  and  nflkf 
raid  Flammock,  his  light,  large  eyes  turning  iH|i^ 
lighter,  and  rounder  as  he  spoke. 
^'Even  thou,"  said  the  Constable.  "TheU 
Eveline  proposes  to  take  up  her  residence  inhiiffM 
of  the  Garde  Doloureuse.  I  have  been  casting  ifairt  , 
to  whom  I  may  intrust  the  keeping  of  her  pemm.m 
well  as  of  the  stronghold.  Were  I  to  choose  MM 
knight  of  naine,  as  I  have  many  in  my  hoiMehoU,li 
would  be  setting  about  to  do  deeds  of  vassalage  vol 
the  Welsh,  and  engaging  himself  in  tiirmoiI%  wmA 
would  render  the  safety  of  the  castle  precarioai;  V 
he  would  he  absent  on  feats  of  chivalry,  loumaiM 

and  hunting  parties;  or  he  would,  perehanos, I 

shows  of  that  light  nature  under  the  walls,  orcsa 
within  the  courts  of  the  castle,  turning  the  sedaM 
and  quiet  alnxle,  which  becomes  the  ntuatam  of  Ai 
Lady  Eveline,  into  the  misrule  of  a  dissolute  levfL' 
Tliec  1  can  confide  in— thou  wilt  fight  when  iiif» 
quisite,  yet  wilt  not  provokedanger  for  thesakeofd» 
ger  itself— thy  birth,  thy  habits,  will  lead  thee  10  ini 
those  gayciies,  which,  however  fascinating  10  oihfl^ 
cannot  but  be  distasteful  to  thee— thy  managroatf 
will  be  as  regular,  as  I  will  take  care  that  it  shall  kt 
honourable ;  and  thy  relation  to  her  favourite,  Rfl| 
will  render  thy  guardianship  more  agreeable  to  Ai 
Lady  Eveline,  than,  perrhance,  one  of  her  owaral 
—And,  to  speak  to  thee  a  language  which  thy  natal 
readily  comprehends,  the  rewaidj  Fleming,  for  At 
regular  discharge  of  this  most  weighty  trust,  shaUll 
bevond  thy  most  flattering  hope." 

The  Fleming  had  listened  to  the  first  partof  lUl 
discourse  with  an  expression  of  surprise  whidi  9» 
dually  gave  way  to  one  of  deep  and  anxious  leflwM 
He  gazetl  fixiHily  on  the  earth  for  a  minote  after  ik 
Constable  had  eea^  speaking,  and  then  raiai^V 
his  eyes  suddenly,  said,  "It  ia  needless  to  seek  m 
roundabout  excuses.  Tliis  cannot  be  yoor  cars* 
my  lord— but  if  it  is,  the  scheme  is  nauaiL" 

Z^'How  and  wherefore  7"  asked  the  Constabk^  via 
displeased  surprise. 

,  "Another  man  might  grasp  at  your  bounty."  ooa 
tinuid  Wilkin,  "and  leave  you  to  take  chann of  tfe 
value  you  were  to  receive  for  it ;  but  I  am  adowmil^ 
dealer,  I  will  not  take  payment  for  service  I  caaJMl 
render." 

"  But  I  demand  once  more,  wherefore  thou  «■! 
not,  or  rather  wilt  not,  accept  thia  trust?*'  said  ib 
Constable.  "  Surely,  if  lam  willing  to  conftr  aA 
confidence,  it  is  well  thy  part  to  answer  iL" 

" True,  my  k>rd,"  said  the  Fleming i  "butmcthy* 
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^oidDeLftCf  ihoukl  feel,  and  the  wise  I^ord 
lioald  foresee,  that  a  Flemish  weaver  is  no 
nBu  for  his  plighted  bride.  Think  her  shut 
der  soHtaiy  contle,  under  such  respectable 
■nd  reflect  how  long  (he  place  will  be  soli- 
I  land  of  love  and  or  adventure  I  We  shall 
mis  trioginc  ballads  by  the  (hreave  under 
vail  and  such  twangling  of  harps  as  would 

to  frigfalen  our  walls  from  their  fou/ida- 
erks  say  happened  to  thoseof  Jericho— We 
•0  many  knijzhts-errant  around  us  as  ever 
emaene,  or  King  Arthur.  Mercy  on  me ! 
Iter  man  a  fine  and  noble  recluse  immured 
ley  term  it— in  a  tower,  under  the  guardian- 
old  Flemish  weaver,  would  bring  half  the 
,  Kngiand  round  im,  (o  break  lances,  vow 
lay  love-liveries,  and  I  know  not  what  fol- 
I — Think  you  such  gallants,  with  the  blood 
fsh  their  veins  like  quicksilver,  would  much 
lidding  them  begone  T 
Mlta,  up  with  the  drawbridge,,  drop  portcul- 
he  Constable,  with  a  constrained  smile. 
links  your  lordship  such  gallants  would 
e  impraiments  ?  such  are  the  very  essence 
ventures  which  they  come  to  seek.— The 
the  Swan  woukl  swim  through  the  moat- 
Eagle  would  fly  over  the  walls— he  of  the 
>lt  would  burst  open  the  gates." 
issbow  and  mangonel,"  said  De  Lacy. 
i  besieged  in  form,"  said  the  Fleming.  "  like 
>f  Tintadgel  in  the  old  hangini^  all  for  the 
'  lady  7— And  then  those  gay  dames  and  de- 

who  go  upon  adventure  from  castle  to 
m  tournament  to  tournament,  with  bare 
lonting  plumes,  poniards  at  their  sides  and 
I  their  nands,  chattering  like  magpies,  and 
like  jays,  and,  ever  and  anon,  cooing  like 
w  am  I  to  exclude  such  from  the  Lady  Eve- 
icyT 

pmg  doors  shut,  I  tell  thee,"  answered  the 
,  still  in  the  same  tone  of  forced  jocularity ; 
D  bar  will  be  thy  warrant." 
t,"  answered  Plammock,  "  if  the  Flemish 
f  thult  when  the  Norman  young  lady  says 
(  which  has  best  chance  of  being  obeyed  ? 
,  my  lord,  for  the  matter  of  guardianship, 
like.  I  wash  my  hands  of  it— I  would  not 

to  be  guardian  to  ilie  chaste  Susannah, 
e  lived  in  an  enchanted  castle  which  no 
s  could  approach." 

boldest  the  language  and  thoughts,"  said 
'*of  a  vulgar  dcnauchee.  who  laughs  at  fe- 
innry,  because  he  has  lived  only  with  the 
hless  of  the  sex.  Vet  thou  shouldst  know 
iry,  having,  as  I  know,  a  most  virtuous 

e  mother  was  not  less  so,"  ssid  Wilkin, 
n  upon  the  Constable's  speech  with  some- 
e  emotion  than  he  usually  displayed.  "But 
)rd,  gave  me  authority  to  govern  and  direct 
IS  both  law  and  nature  give  me  power  and 
cr  my  daurjhter.  That  which  I  can  govern, 
nswerahle  for ;  but  how  to  discharge  me  so 
Idegnted  tnist,  is  another  question.— Stay  at 

good  lord,"  continued  the  honest  Flemmg, 
that  his  speech  made  some  iniuression  upon 

"  let  a  fool's  advice  for  once  oe  of  avail  to 

w\ite  man's  purpose,  taken,  let  me  say,  in  no 

Remain  in  your  own  land— rule  your  own 

md  protect  your  own  bride.    You  only  can 

cheerful  love  and  ready  ol>ediencc;  and 

that,  without  pretending  to  guess  what  she 
KparatiHl  from  you,  she  will,^  under  your  own 
•dtityof  a  faithful  nnd  a  loving  spouse." 
he  Holy  Sepulchre  ?"  said  the  Constable, 
h,  hi^  heart  confessing  the  widdom  of  the 
hich  circumstances  prevented  him  from  foi- 

lose  who  lost  the  Holy  Sepulchre  regain  it. 
replied  Flammock.  If  those  Latins  and 
s  they  call  them,  are  no  better  men  than  I 
rd,  it  signifles  very  little  whether  they  or  the 
lave  the  country  that  has  cost  Europe  so 
)d  and  treasure" 


.  In  good  faith,"  aaid  the  ConataMe.  "  there  is  aenaa 
m  what  thon  say'si;  but  I  caution  thee  to  repeat  it 
not,  lest  thou  be  taken  for  a  heretic  or  a  Jew.  *For 
me.  my  word  and  oath  are  pledged  beyond  retreat, 
and  I  nave  only  to  consider  whom  I  may  best  name 
for  that  important  statbn,  which  thy  caution  has— 
not  without  some  shadow  of  reason— induced  thee  to 
decline." 

"There  is  no  man  to  whom  >'our  lordship  can  so 
naturally  or  honourably  transfer  such  a  charge,"  said 
Wilkin  Flaniinock,  "  as  to  the  kinsman  near  to  you. 
and  possessed  of  your  trust ;  yet  much  better  would 
it  be  were  there  no  such  trust  to  be  reposed  in  any 
one." 

"If,"  said  the  Constable,  "by  my  near  kinsman, 
you  mean  Randal  de  Lacy,  I  care  not  if  I  tell  you,  that 
1  consider  him  as  totally  worthless,  and  undeserving 
of  honourable  confidence." 

"  Nav,  I  mean  another,"  said  Flammock.  "  nearer 
to  you  by  blood,  and  unless  1  jgreatly  mistake,  much 
nigheralso  in  affection- 1  had  m  mind  your  lordship's 
nephew,  Da  mien  de  Lacy." 

The  Constable  started  as  if  a  wasp  had  stung  him ; 
but  instantly  replied,  with  forced  composure,  "Da- 
niian  was  to  have  gone  in  my  stead  to  Palestine-^it 
now  seems  I  must  go  in  his ;  for,  since  this  last  ill- 
ness, the  leeches  have  totally  chanfped  their  minds, 
and  consider  that  warmth  of^the  climate  as  danger- 
ous, which  they  formerly  decided  to  bo  salutary.  But 
our  learned  doctors,  like  our  learned  priests,  must  ever 
be  in  the  right,  change  their  counsels  as  they  may;  and 
we  poor  laymen  still  in  the  wrong.  1  can,  it  is  true,  rely 
on  Damian  with  the  utmost  confidence ;  but  he  is 
young,  Flammock— very  young— and,  in  that  particu- 
lar, resembles  but  too  nearly  the  party  who  might  be 
otherwise  committed  to  his  charge." 

"Then  once  more,  my  lord,"  said  the  plain-spoken 
Fleming,  "remain  at  home,  and  be  yourself  the  pro- 
tector of  what  is  naturally  so  dear  to  you." 

"Onw  more,  I  repeat  tnat  I  ranno?,'''  answered  the 
Constable.    "The  step  whirh  I  have  sdopted  as  a 

Seat  duty,  may  pcrhaos  be  a  great  crroi^I  only  know 
at  it  is  irretrievable.*' 

"  Trust  your  nephew,  then,  my  lord,"  replied  Wilkin 
—"he  is  honest  and  true;  ana  it  is  better  trusting 
young  lions  than  old  wolves.  He  may  err,  perhapa, 
but  it  will  not  be  fVom  premeditated  treachery." 

"Thou  art  right,  Flammock,"  said  the  Constable; 
"  and  perhaps  i  ought  to  wish  I  had  sooner  asked  thy 
counsel,  blunt  as  it  is.  But  let  what  has  posaed  be  a 
secret  betwixt  us ;  and  bethink  thee  of  spmcihing  that 
may  advantage  thee  more  than  the  privUege of  speak- 
ing about  my  affairs." 

^'That  accompt  will  be  easily  settled,  my  lord," 
replied  Flammock ;  "for  my  object  was  to  ask  your 
lordship's  favour  to  obtain  certain  extensions  or  our 
privileges,  in  yonder  wild  comer  where  we  Flemings 
have  made  our  retreat." 

"  Thou  shalt  have  them,  so  they  be  not  exorbitant," 
said  the  Constable.  And  the  honest  Fleming;  among 
whose  good  quaUiies  scrupiilous  delicacy  was  not  the 
foremost,  hastened  to  detail,  with  f^at  minuteness, 
the  particulars  of  his  request  or  petition,  long  pursued 
in  vain,  but  to  which  this  interview  was  the  means  of 
insuring  success. 

The  Constable  eager  to  execute  the  resolution  which 
he  had  formed,  hastened  to  the  lodging  of  Damian 
de  Lacy,  and  to  the  no  sinall  astonishment  of  hia 
nephew,  intimated  to  him  his  chan^  of  destination : 
alleging  his  own  hurried  departure,  Damian's  late  and 
present  illness,  together  with  the  necessary  proiectk>n 
to  be  afforded  to  the  Lady  Eveline,  as  reasons  why  hia 
nephew  must  needs  remain  b<'hind  him— to  represent 
him  during  his  absence— to  protect  the  family  rights, 
and  assert  the  family  honour  of  the  house  of  Dc  Lacy 
—above  all^  to  act  as  the  guardian  of  the  young  snd 
beautiful  bnde,  whom  his  uncle  and  patron  had  been 
in  some  measure  compelU'd  to  abandon  for  a  time. 

Damian  yet  occupkhI  his  bod  while  the  Constablo 
communicated  this  change  of  ourposc.  Perhaps  he 
mif^it  think  the  circumstance  fortunate,  that  in  this 
position  he  could  conceal  from  his  uncle's  observation 

I  the  various  emotions  which  he  could  not  help  feeling  i 
while  the  Constable,  with  the  eagemeaa  oi  one  who 
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u  deairoui  of  hantilf  flnishinc  what  he  has  to  any  on 
an  unpleasing  t^ubjvct.  hurriiii  ovor  nn  acooiintot  the 
arrinKviiieiita  which  nv.  ha<i  ma(it>,  in  order  that  \\\» 
nephew  niiuht  have  the  ineansi  of  (listcrharpnK.  with 
Bufiicient  encct,  the  important  trust  cumniittwl  to  him. 

The  vouih  liHicm^  an  to  a  voice  in  a  dream,  whirh 
he  hiid  nut  the  power  of  inrcrnipiinff,  though  there 
was  something  within  him  which  whisp<'rt^  there 
would  be  both  prudence  and  intesrrity  in  renionfltratin;; 
■ffaitist  his  uncle's  alteration  of  nlan.  SoniPthinu  he 
accordingly  a ttemi>ted  to  sny,  wlieii  the  ronstable  at 
Jength  pjBUS«)d ;  but  it  was  too  feebly  spoken  to  nhnkp 
a  resolution  fully  though  hastily  adopted,  and  explicitly 
announced,  by  one  not  in  the  um*  to  sjH'ok  before  his 
purpose  was  tixi'd,  or  to  alter  it  when  it  was  declared. 

The  remonstrance  of  Daniian,  besides,  if  it  could 
be  termed  siieh^  was  H|N>kcn  in  temis  too  contradic- 
tory to  be  inlclh^nbli*.  In  one  moment  he  professed 
his  regret  (oi  the  laurels  which  he  had  hoped  to  gather 
in  PaTeatinc,  and  implored  his  uncle  not  to  alter  his 
punipse.  but  permit  hiin  to  attend  his  banner  thither ; 
and  in  the  next  si'iitenci^  he  professed  his  readiness  to 
defend  the  safety  of  Lady  Kveline  with  the  last  drop 
uf  his  blood.  De  Lacy  saw  nothing  inconsistent  in 
these  feeling,  though  they  were  for  the  moment  ccm- 
tradictory  to  each  other.  It  was  natural,  he  thouffht, 
that  a  young  knight  should  be  desirous  to  win  honour 
— natural  also  that  he  should  willingly  assume  n 
charge  so  honourntile  and  important  as  that  with 
which  he  proposisri  to  invest  him ;  and  theniforc  he 
thought  it  waa  no  wonder  that,  assuming  his  new 
office  willingly,  the  young  man  should  yet  feel  rnn'et 
at  losing  the  prospect  of  hfiniHicnhle  adventure, 
which  he  must  abandon.  He  therefore  only  smiled 
in  reply  to  the  bniken  expostiilatiims  of  his  nephew ; 
and,  having  confirmed  Ins  former  arninfcement,  left 
the  young  man  to  reflect  at  leisure  on  his  change  of 
destination,  while  he  himself,  in  a  second  visit  to  the 
Benedictine  Abbey,  cummuiiicatitd  the  riuipose  which 
he  had  adopted,  to  the  Abbess,  and  to  his  bride-elect. 

The  displeasure  of  the  former  lady  was  in  no 
measure  abated  b\'  this  communication ;  in  which, 
indeed,  slie  affectiHi  to  take  ver>'  little  interest.    She 

{>leaded  her  religious  duties,  and  her  want  of  know- 
edge  of  secular  atfaira,  if  she  should  chance  to  mis- 
take the  usages  of  the  world ;  yet  she  hod  always,  she 
said,  undersuxid,  that  thcguanlians  of  the  young  and 
beautiful  of  her  own  sex  were  chosen  from  the  more 
mature  of  the  other. 

"  Vour  own  uiikindness,  lady,"  answered  the  Con- 
Btable,  **leavM  me  no  better  choice  than  1  have  made. 
Since  the  Latly  Eveline's  nearest  friends denjr  her  the 
privilege  of  their  roof,  on  account  of  the  claim  with 
which  she  haa  honoured  me,  I,  on  my  side,  were 
worse  than  ungrateful  did  I  not  secure  for  her  the  pro- 
tection of  my  nearest  male  heir.  Damian  is  young, 
but  ho  is  true  and  honourable;  nor  does  the  chivalry 
of  England  afford  me  a  better  choice." 

Eveline  seemed  surprised,  and  even  stnick  with 
consternation,  at  the  resoluibn  which  her  bridegroom 
thus  suddenly  announced ;  and  porhnps  it  was  for- 
tunate that  the  remark  of  the  Lady  Al)l)ess  made  the 
answer  of  the  Constable  necessary,  and  pruventnl 
him  from  observing  that  her  colour  shifted  more  than 
once  from  pale  to  deep  red. 

llose,  who  was  not  excluded  from  the  conference, 
drew  close  up  to  her  mistress ;  and,  by  afTecting  to 
adjust  her  veil,  while  in  secret  she  strongly  pr«ist<d  her 
hand,  j;ave  her  time  and  encouragement  to  compose 
her  iniiid  for  a  reply.  It  was  brii'f  and  decisive,  and 
announced  with  a  firmness  which  showed  that  the 
uncertainty  of  tlie  moment  had  passe<l  away  or  been 
suppressed.  "In  case  of  danger,"  she  said,  "she 
would  not  fail  to  apply  lo  Damian  de  Lacy  to  come 
to  her  aid,  as  he  had  once  done  before ;  but  she  did 
not  apprehend  any  danger  at  present,  within  her  own 
secure castleoftheGarde  Doloureuse,  where  it  was  her 
purpose  to  dwoll,  attended  only  by  her  own  household. 
She  was  resolvud,"  she  continued,  "  in  consideration 
of  her  peculiar  conditkin,  to  observe  the  strictest  re- 
timoent,  which  she  expected  would  not  be  violated 
«ven  by  the  noble  young  knight  who  was  to  act  as  her 
ipiaxdian,  unless  some  apprehension  for  her  safety 
viade  hii  visis  unavoidable/' 


The  Ablieas  aequiesred,  thongfa  edMlf,  ia 
posal,  which  licr  ideas  of  decorum  reconii 
nnil  prcparatiiins  were  hastily  made  for  t 
Eveline's  return  to  ihe  castJe  of  her  falhe 
interviews  which  intervened  before  her  leai 
convent,  were  in  their  nature  painful.  Tbel 
when  Damian  was  formally  presented  to  hi 
uncle,  as  the  deK*grite  to  whom  he  had  ciimm 
ch'trge  of  his  own  property,  and,  which  wi 
dearer  to  him,  as  he  affirmed,  the  pruteotin 
person  and  interest. 

Evrline  scarce  tnisted  herself  with  one  glai 
that  fingle  l(M>k  coniprelieiidod  and  reportrd  t 
ravage  which  disease,  aided  by  sircrei  griei^  b 
on  the  manly  form  and  handsome  couniman 
youth  bi-fore  her.  She  ri'ceived  his  salutal: 
niantH'r  as  einharran^^  as  that  in  which  it  wa 
and,  to  his  hesitating  proffer  of  service^  answc 
she  trusted  only  to  be  obliged  to  him  for  bise 
during  tlic  interval  of  his  uncle's  abaence. 

Her  parting  with  the  Constable  was  ih«  t 
which  she  was  to  undergo.  It  was  not  withi 
tion,  although  she  preserved  her  modest  ooi 
and  De  Lacy  his  calm  gravity  of  deportment  ] 
faltered,  however,  when  became  to  aniibuuce 
were  unjust  she  should  be  bound  by  the  eng 
which  she  had  been  graciously  contentedT 
iukUt.  Three  years  he  had  assigned  for  its  i 
which  spacii  the  Archbishop  Baldwin  had  o 
to  shorum  the  period  of  his  absence.  If  I  ac 
when  these  are  elapsed,"  he  said,  "  let  U 
Evt.'line  conclude  that  t.he  grave  holds  De  L 
Seek  out  for  her  mate  some  happier  man.  Sb 
find  one  mon>  grateful,  thou^^h  there  are  m 
Inttter  deserve  her." 

On  the*«e  tcnns  they  parted ;  and  the  C( 
spet;di]y  afterwards  emoarkiiig,  ploughed  the 
sens  for  the  shores  of  Flanders,  wneR*  he  i 
to  unite  his  forces  with  the  Count  of  that  i 
wariike  coumry,  who  had  lately  taken  the  Ci 
to  prr>ceed  by  the  n)ute  which  should  be  foiu 
practicable  on  their  destination  for  the  Ho 
The  broad  pennon,  with  the  arms  uf  the 
strenmtxi  forwanl  with  a  favourable  wind  1 
i>n)w  of  the  vessel,  as  if  pointing  to  the  quart 
horizon  where  its  niiiowu  was  to  be  au^nienii 
considering  tlie  fame  of  the  leader,  and  the  ej 
of  the  sol  Jier:*  who  followed  him,  a  mors 
band,  in  iin^poriion  to  their  nunil>ers.  never 
avenge  on  the?  >Saracens  the  evils  endurvc 
Latins  of  Palestine. 

Mean  while  Eveline,  after  a  cold  parting' 
AbtN's.s,  whose  otlended  dignity  had  not  y^t  I 
the  slight  regard  which  she  had  paid  to  her 
resumed  her  journey  homeward  to  her  imlemt 
where  her  housi*hold  was  to  be  arranged  in  a 
sucgestcd  by  t)ie  Constable,  and  approvL-d  of 
self. 

The  same  preparations  were  made  for  her 
modal  ion  nt  every  halting-place  which  she 
periencrd  upon  her  jouniey  to  Gloucester, 
liefore^  the  purveyor  was  invisible,  although  sj 
be  at  little  loss  to  guess  his  name.  Yet  it  a 
as  if  the  character  of  these  im'parations  was 
degree  alterf:d.  All  the  realities  of  conviMiiei 
accommodation,  with  the  most  perfect  assun 
safety,  accompanied  her  every  where  on  lh( 
but  tney  vn^rv  no  longer  mingled  with  that  dii 
tender  gallantry  and  taste,  which  marked  i 
attentions  were  paid  to  a  young  and  lH.'autiliil 
The  clearest  fountain-head,  and  ■  the  nios 
grovt*,  were  no  longer  selected  for  the  nooc 
past;  but  the  hoiuM>  of  some  franklin,  or 
abbey,  afforded  the  necessary  liospitality.  All 
to  he  onlered  with  the  most  severe  attention 
and  decorum— it  seemed  as  if  a  nun  of  aon 
order,  rather  than  a  young  maklen  of  high  qua 
a  rich  inheritanire,  had  been  journe>'ing  thro 
land,  nnd  Eveline,  though  pleased  with  the  ( 
which  seemed  thus  to  respect  her  unurotec 
peculiar  conditk)n,  would  sometimes  think  i 
cessary  that,  by  so  many  indirect  hints,  it  si 
forced  on  her  recollection. 

She  thought  it  strange  also,  that  Damian,  ft 
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n  ahe  had  heen  ao  tv^Icmnly  committod,  did  not 
m  pay  his  reflpeciR  to  her  on  the  rood.  Soniethins 
?re  was  which  whispered  to  her,  that  close  and 
quent  intercourse  might  he  iinhmiminK— even 
ngeruus;  but  surely  the  ordinary  duties  of  n  knight 
d  gentleman  enjomed  him  mme  j)er8onal  com- 
iniration  with  the  maiden  under  his  escort,  were 
mly  to  ask  if  her  accommodations  had  been  made 
her  satinfaction^  or  if  she  had  any  special  wish 
lich  was  ungralificd.  The  only  intercourse,  how- 
!r,  which  took  place  betwixt  them,  was  through 
alls  of  Amelot,  Daminn  de  Lacy's  youthful  page, 
o  came  at  mom  and  evening  to  receive  Rvciine's 
nmands  concerning  their  route,  and  the  hours  of 
irney  and  rerxise. 

These  formalities  rendered  the  solitude  of  Eveline's 
iim  less  endurable;  and  had  it  not  been  for  the 
iety  of  Rose^  she  would  have  found  herself  under 
ifitolerabiy  irksome  decree  of  constraint.  She 
fi  hazarded  to  her  attendant  some  remarks  upon 
singiilarity  of  De  Lacy's  conduct,  who,  authorized 
be  was  by  his  situation,  Bet>mod  yet  as  much  afraid 
ippn>ach  her  as  if  she  had  been  a  basalisk. 
loMe  let  the  first  obser\-ation  of  this  nature  pass  as 
:  had  been  unhtani ;  but  when  her  mistress  made 
?cond  remark  to  the  same  purpose,  she  answered, 
h  the  rnith  and  freedom  of  her  character,  though 
haps  with  less  of  her  usual  prudence,  "  Damian  de 
:y  judges  well,  noble  lady.  He  to  whom  tlie  safe 
ping  of  a  royal  treasure  is  intrusted,  should  not 
ulge  himself  too  often  by  gazing  upon  it." 
Iveline  blushed,  wrapt  herself  closer  in  her  veil, 
did  she  again  during  their  journey  mention  the 
w  of  Damian  de  Lacy. 

»'hen  the  ^ray  turrets  of  the  Garde  Doloureuse 
iXed  her  sight  on  the  evening  of  the  second  day, 
she  once  more  beheld  her  father's  banner  float- 
from  its  highest  watch-tower  in  honour  of  her 
roach,  her  sensations  were  mingled  with  pain ; 
upon  the  whole,  she  looked  towards  that  ancient 
M  as  a  place  of  refuge,  where  she  might  indulge 
new  train  of  thoughts  which  circumstances  had 
led  to  her,  amid  the  same  scenes  which  had  sbel- 
i  her  infancy  and  childhood, 
be  pressed  forward  hiT  palfrey,  to  reach  the 
ent  portal  as  soon  as  possible,  Sowed  hastily  to 
well-known  faces  which  showefl  themselves  on 
rnJes,  but  spoke  to  no  one,  until  dismounting 
le  chapel  door,  she  had  penetrated  to  the,  crypt, 
vhich  was  preserved  the  miraculous  painting, 
re;  prostrate  on  the  ground,  she  implored  the 
ance  and  prota^iion  of  the  Holy,  Virgin  through 
e  intricacies  in  which  she  had  involved  herself, 
ulfilinent  of  the  vow  which  she  had  made  in  her 
iiish  before  the  same  shrine.  If  the  prayer  was 
lirected,  its  puriM>rt  was  virtuous  and  sincere; 
are  we  disposed  to  doubt  that  it  attained  that 
.ven  towards  which  it  was  devoutly  addressed. 


and  experience,  was  not  likely  to  eni^a^  in  any  rash 
adventure  or  accidental  quarrel.  Tbi-se  men  main- 
tained a  constant  and  watchful  ciiaid,  commandea 
by  the  steward,  but  under  the  eye  of  Fat  ier  Aldrovand 
who,  besides  discharging  his  ecclesiasi  ical  functions 
was  at  times,  pleased  to  show  some  siiarkles  of  his 
ancient  military  education. 

Whilst  this  garriMin  afforded  secin-ir>'  against  any 
sudden  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  Welsh  to  surprise 
the  castle,  a  strong  body  of  forces  were  disposed 
within  a  few  miles  of  the  Garde  Doloureuse,  ready, 
on  ;he  least  alarm,  to  advance  to  defend  the  place 
against  any  more  numerous  body  of  invaders,  who, 
undeterred  by  the  fate  of  Gwenwyn,  might  have  the 
hardihood  to  form  a  regular  sie^e.  To  this  band, 
which,  under  the  eye  of  Damian  de  Ijacy  himself. 
M'as  kept  in  constant  readiness  for  action,  could  bo 
added  on  occasion  all  the  military  fbrceof  the  Marchee, 
comprising  numerous  l>odies  or  Flemings,  and  other 
foreigners,  who  held  their  establishments  by  mihtary 
tenure. 

While  the  fortress  was  thus  secure  from  hostile 
violence,  the  life  of  its  inmates  was  so  unvaried  and 
simple,  as  might  have  excused  youth  and  beauty  for 
wishing  for  variety,  even  at  the  expense  of  some  dan- 
The  labours  of  the  needle  were  only  relieved 
walk  round  the  battlemenia,  where  Kveline,  as 
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CHAPTER  XXII. 

The  Yi^in's  imife  Ml*— yet  mim,  I  wraa, 
Not  niifurriveti  t\te  miptiant  knee  mijrtit  bend 
An  to  a  vMibie  jiowcr,  in  which  miflit  l>ieo(l 
All  that  WM  mix'd.  and  reoonahid  in  her, 
or  iDoUier'p  luve  with  nwi«kui'«  punty, 
Of  lu(h  witli  low.  celfwtial  with  terrene. 

Wordsworth. 

IE  housenold  of  the  Lady  Eveline,  though  of  an 
Uishment  becoming  her  present  and  future  rank, 
of  a  solenm  and  sequestered  character,  corres- 
ling  tu  her  place  of  residence,  and  the  privacy 
lecied  with  her  situation,  retired  as  she  was  from 
class  of  maidens  who  are  yet  unengaged,  and 
not  united  with  that  of  matrons,  who  enjoy 
protection  of  a  married  name.  Her  immediate 
lie  attendants,  with  whom  the  n>ader  is  already 
uunted,  i*onRtituted  almost  her  whole  society.  The 
ison  of  the  castle,  besides  household  servants, 
nated  of  veterans  of  tried  faith,  the  followers  of 
inger  and  of  De  Lacy  in  many  a  blojMJy  field,  lo 
•m  the  duties  of  watching  and  warding  were  as 
iliar  as  any  of  their  more  ordinary  occupations, 
whose  courage,  Devertheieea,  tempered  by  age 
W 


she  passed  arm  in  arm  with  Rose,  received  a  military 
salute  from  each  sentinel  in  turn,  or  in  the  court-yard, 
where  the  caps  and  bonnets  of  the  domestics  paid  her 
the  same  respect  which  she  received  above  from  the 
pikes  and  javelins  of  the  warders.  Did  thc>'  wish  to 
extend  their  airing  beyond  the  castle  gate,  *  was  not 
sutBcient  that  doors  and  bndffcs  were  to  Im*  'Opened 
and  lowered ;  there  was,  beHides,  nn  escort  to  get 
under  arms,  who,  on  fbot  or  horseback  as  the  case 
might  require,  attended  for  the  security  of  the  Lady 
Eveline's  person.  Without  this  militar>'  attemlanci* 
they  could  not  in  safety  move  even  so  far  as  the  nulls, 
where  honest  Wilkin  Flammock,  his  warlike  deeds 
forgotten,  was  occupied  with  his  mechanical  laliours. 
But  if  a  further  disport  was  intended,  and  the  Lady 
of  the  Garde  Doloureuse  proposed  to  hunt  or  hawk 
for  a  few  hours,  her  safety  was  not  confided  to  a  guani 
so  feeble  as  the  garrison  of  the  castle  could  afford. 
It  was  necessary  that  Raoiil  should  announce  her 
purpose  to  Damian  by  a  special  messenger  despatched 
the  evening  before,  that  there  might  he  time  before 
daybreak  to  scour,  with  a  body  of  light  cavalry,  the 
region  in  which  she  intended  to  take  her  pleasure ; 
and  sentinels  were  placed  in  all  suspicious  places 
while  she  continued  in  the  field.  In  truth,  she  tried, 
upon  one  or  two  occasioos,  to  make  an  excursion, 
without  any  formal  aiiniinciation  of  her  intention ; 
but  all  her  purposes  seemed  to  be  known  to  Damian 
as  soon  as  tney  were  formed,  and  she  was  no  sooner 
abroad  than  parties  of  archers  and  spearmen  from 
his  camp  were  seen  scouring  the  valleys,  and  guard- 
ing the  mountain-pass,  and  Damian  s  own  plume 
was  usually  beheld  conspicuous  among  the  distant 
soldiers. 

The  formality  of  these  preparations  so  much  allayed 
the  pleasure  derived  from  the  sport,  that  Eveline  sel- 
dom resorted  to  amusement  which  was  attended  with 
such  bustle,  and  put  in  motion  so  many  persons. 

The  day  b4>ing  worn  out  as  it  best  might,  in  the 
evening  Father  Aldrovand  was  wont  to  read  out  of 
some  holy  legend,  or  from  the  homilies  of  some  de- 
parted saint,  such  passages  as  he  deemed  fit  for  the 
hearing  of  his  little  congregation  Sometimes  also 
he  read  and  expotmded  a  chapter  of  the  Holy  Scrip- 
ture ;  but  in  such  casi's,  the  good  man's  attention  waa 
so  strangely  turned  to  the  military  part  of  the  Jewish 
history,  that  he  was  never  able  to  quit  the  books  of 
Judges  and  of  Kings,  together  with  the  triumphs  of 
Judas  Maccabeus ;  although  the  manner  in  which  he 
illustrated  the  victories  of  the  children  of  Israel,  was 
much  more  amusing  to  himself  than  edifying  to  hi« 
female  audience. 

Sometimes,  but  rarely,  Rose  obtained  permission 
for  a  strolling  minstrel  to  entertain  an  hour  with  his 
ditty  of  love  and  chivalry ;  sometimes  a  pilgrim  from 
a  distant  shrine,  repaid  by  long  tales  of  the  wonderf 
which  he  had  aeen  in  other  landi^  the  b(M|>italJiv 
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which  fV  Garde  DoloureuM  ofTordudt  and  mmrtimcA 
alsd  it  iin[>p<'nc><i,  thnt  llie  inicnHt  und  ipt'nx'.-si;)!]  i)f 
the  tiriii:;-womuii  ulitaiiiud  adiiiixHon  tur  rravc]  in^ 
merchants,  ur  pt-rllars,  wlio,  nt  tin*  risk  ul"  i!i'.':r  livfs, 
fuuiid  profit  >)y  earning  from  cai«tlo  to  (:ii>tli?  the 
aiHtL'huUol'  rich  dn'ii.-^x  and  frMnnliiurnunurnti). 

The  upiinl  visits*  of  iiu  ndicnritH.  of  jusslers,  of  trn- 
vf^Uing  jtr'«lt'r.*s  arc  uot  to  h>.;  forpttleii  in  liiiH  list  of 
ainu9oii)en(s;  nnd  though  his  nation  s-,ibjocti.-d  him 
lo  cIoMc  wnl'.'h  and  oh.si-rv;ition,  even  tlic  Wrl^h  bani, 
with  iiis  hu'j^t'  harp  iirnm:?  with  horpe  huir,  wsutMimc- 
timcs  ndniilii'd  to  vary  the  unifurmity  of  thoir  sochidcti 
life.  Knt,  aavin:];  Auch  amuKinnontfl,  and  ^avin^  al^ 
(lienTp/niiir  attciidanct'  u()on  the  ndi^Hisdiitiirs  at  the 
cha|>td,  It  wafl  imposfiible  for  li/o  lo  glid(>  awav  in 
mort^  wearisomrj  monotony  than  at  the  canllc  of  the 
Uardc  OolourfUrH'.  Si:»c<j  the  death  of  ita  brave 
orwmT,  to  whom  feastin:;  and  hospital ity  seemed  as 
natural  as  tlioui^hts  of  honour  and  decdn  of  chivalry, 
the  Kluom  of  a  convent  mi^hi  be  said  to  have  en- 
veloped the  anrirnl  mansion  of  Raymond  Rerenger, 
were  it  not  that  the  preBen<'eof  so  many  armfnl  ward- 
ers, stalking  in  solemn  state  on  the  battlements,  gave 
it  rather  the  anptHit  of  a  statc-nrison ;  and  tlip  tetnper 
of  the  inhabitants  ^adually  became  infected  by  the 
character  oi  their  dwellin;?. 

The  spiritfl  of  P^veliiie  in  particular  felt  a  depR'SPion, 
which  her  naturally  lively  temper  was  quite  tnndi<iuate 
to  resist :  and  as  her  ruin.nationa  became  };raver,  had 
caught  tnai  calm  and  contemplative  manner,  which 
is  so  ofu?n  united  with  an  ardent  and  enthu;<iastical 
temperament.  2>he  meditatLtl  d'HispIy  upt^n  the  former 
Bccidentsi  of  her  life ;  nor  can  it  be  wondered  that  her 
thoughts  repeate'ilv  wandenxl  hack  to  the  two  £icve.ral 
perioas  on  which  she  had  wiine»!«(.«(,  or  RUpixised  that 
she  had  witne-ssed,  a  BU()ematuraI  appearance.  Tlien 
it  was  that  it  often  seemed  to  her,  as  if  a  U(>od  and 
evil  power  strove  for  mastery  over  her  destiny. 

Solitude  is  favourable  to  fetdinK^  of  sclf-imprirtancc ; 
and  it  is  when  alone,  and  occupied  only  with  their 
own  thouKbtn,  that  fanatics  have  reveries,  and  ima- 
sined  snints  lose  themselves  in  imaginary  ecstasies. 
With  Eveline  the  influeace  of  enthusiasm  went  not 
such  a  length,  yet  it  seemed  to  her  as  if  in  the  vision 
of  the  niglit  sne  saw  sometimes  the  aspect  of  the  Lady 
of  the  Garde  Doloureuse,  beo<lin?  upon  her  glancf>sof 

Sty,  CMnfort,  and  protection:  sometimes  the  ominous 
irm  of  the  Saxon  catstle  of  Baldrin^ham,  holding  up 
the  bloody  hand  as  witness  of  the  injuries  with  wnicn 
she  had  been  tn>ateil  while  in  life,  and  menacing  with 
revenge  the  descendant  of  her  murderer. 

On  awaking  from  such  dreams,  Eveline  would  re- 
flect that  she  was  the  Inst  branch  of  her  house— a 
house  to  which  the  tutelage  and  protection  of  the 
miraculous  Image,  and  tluj  enmity  and  evil  influence 
of  the  revengeful  Vanda,  had  heon  peculiarly  attached 
ibr  ages..  It  seemed  lo  her  as  if  she  were  the  prize, 
for  the  disposal  of  which  the  benign  saint  ana  vin- 
dictive fiend  were  now  to  play  their  last  und  keenest 
game. 

Thus  thinking,  and  experiencing  little  interruption 
of  her  meditations  from  any  external  circumstance  of 
interest  and  amusement,  she  became  p^Misive,  absent, 
wrapt  herself  up  in  eontr mplndons  which  withdrew 
her  attention  from  the  conversation  around  her,  nnd 
walked  in  the  woHd  of  reality  like  one  who  is  still  in 
•  dream.  When  she  thouisht  of  herengn^ment  with 
the  Constable  of  Chester,  it  was  with  resignation,  but 
without  a  wish,  and  almost  without  an  expectation, 
that  she  would  be  called  upon  to.  fulfil  it.  She  had 
accoinplishef]  her  vow  by  accepting  the  faith  of  her 
deliverer  in  exchange  for  her  own;  and  although  she 
held  herself  willing  to  redeem  the  pledge— nav,  would 
scarce  confess  to  nerself  the  reluctance  with  which 
she  thought  of  doing  so— yet  it  is  ciTtain  that  she  en- 
tertained una  vowed  nopi's  that  Our  Lady  of  the  Garde 
Doloureuse  would  not  be  a  severe  creditor;  but,  satis- 
fied with  the  readiness  she  had  shown  to  accomplish 
her  vow.  would  not  insist  upon  her  claim  in  its  full 
rigour.  It  would  have  been  the  blackest  ingratitude, 
V>  have  wished  that  her  gallant  deliverer,  whom  she 
nad  so  mutrh  cause  to  pray  for,  should  experience  any 
01*  those  fatalities  which  in  the  Holy  Land  so  often 
ohaoged  the  laural- wreath  into  cypreu;  but  other 


accidents  chanced,  when  men  had  been  long  ihroadi 
to  alter  th'fS«.>  purix.y-  s  with  which  they  had  left  hoiae. 

A  strolling  miiiMrMl,  who  sought  the  Oanie  Do- 
louriwM',  had  recited,  for  the  amuscm<>iit  of  the  lady 
und  iiou!M:ho!d,  tliL-  ci  kbrhrttl  lay  of  the  Count  of 
<»leichen,  who,  nln ad y  married  in  his  own  country, 
hud  himself  iiniicr  ho  manv  obligations  in  the  East  to 
a  Saracen  princes?:.  throu;;n  whose  means  he  achie^fd 
his  fret-dom,  that  he  married  her  also.  Tlie  Pope  and 
his  eonelave  were  fileasi-d  to  approve  of  the  doubb 
Wi-tilock,  in  a  case  so  extranrdinary;  and  the  good 
( 'oiint  of  filriehen  iihan-d  his  nuptial  bed  between  twt 
wiv«?  of  i.-qual  rank,  and  now  sleeps  between  tbeik 
und<.  r  the  same  monumenL 

The  c«immentanis  of  the  inmates  of  the  rasrle  had 
\i4\n  various  and  diienpant  uiwii  this  legi^nd.  Father 
Aldrovand  consi.ii're<i  it  as  ali«juelher  false,  and  an 
unworthy  calumny  on  the  head  of  the  diiirch,  in 
affirming  his  Holiness  would  countenance  such  irre^ 
gnlariiy.  Old  Margery,  with  the  tender-heartedness 
of  an  ancient  nurse,  wept  bitterly  for  pity  during  the 
tale,  and,  never  <juestioning  either  :he  p^iwer  of  the 
Pope  or  the  propriety  of  his  derision,  was  pleased  that 
a  mode  of  extrication  was  found  for  actimplieotionof 
Live  distrpsst's  which  seemed  almost  inextricable.- 
Dame  fJillinn  ileclnn-d  it  unreasonable,  that,  since  a 
woman  was  only  allowei)  one  husband,  a  man  should, 
uridcr  any  circumstances,  be  permitted  to  have  two 
wives ;  whilst  Ruoul.  glancing  towards  her  a  look  ci 
verjuice,  pitied  the  deplorable  idiocy  of  the  man  who 
could  be  fool  enough  to  avail  himself  of  such  a  privi- 
h«". 

*' Peace,  all  the  rest  of  you,"  said  the  Lady  Eveline; 
"and  i\o  you,  my  <lear  Rose,  tell  me  your  iudgment 
uiM>n  this  Count  of  (Jlfichen  and  his  two  wives." 

Rose  blushed,  and  riplied,  "  She  was  not  much 
accustomed  to  think  of  such  matters;  but  that,  in  btr 
apprehension,  the  wife  who  could  be  contented  with 
hut  one  half  of  her  husband's  aflTections,  had  newer 
desiTvcd  to  engaue  the  sligjitest  share  of  ihem." 

**Thou  art  partly  right.  Rose,"  said  Eveline;  "and 
methinks  the  European  lady,  when  she  found  hendl 
outshone  by  the  young  and  beautiful  foreign  prinresa^ 
would  have  best  consulted  her  own  dignity  in  resis?)- 
ing  the  nlac«\  and  giving  the  Holy  t  other  no  more 
trouble  than  in  annulling  the  mamage,  as  has  been 
done  in  cases  of  more  frequent  occurrence." 

This  she  said  with  an  air  of  indlfleivncc  and  even 

gnyety,  which  intimated  to  her  faithful  attendant  with 
ow  little  effort  she  herself  could  have  made  such  a 
sacrifice,  and  served  to  indicate  the  state  of  her  affec- 
tions towards  the  Constable.  But  there  was  another 
than  the  (instable  on  whom  her  thoughts  turned 
more  fritiucntly,  though  involuntarily,  than  perhaps 
in  prudence  they  should  have  done. 

Tlie  recollections  of  Damiam  de  Lacy  had  not  been 
erased  from  Eveline's  mind.  They  were,  indeed, 
renewefl  by  hearing  his  name  so  often  mentioned, 
and  by  knowing  that  he  was  almost  constantly  in 
the  neigh bimrhood,  with  his  whole  attention  fixed 
upon  her  convenience,  interest,  and  safety ;  whilst, 
on  the  other  hand,  so  far  from  waitin^gon  tier  in  psr- 
son,  he  never  even  attempted,  by  a  direct  communi- 
cation with  hcrseli;  to  consult  her  pleasure,  e\-i!n 
up<m  what  most  concerned  her. 

The  messages  conveyed  bv  Father  Aldrovand,  or 
by  Rose,  to  Amclot,  Damian  s  page,  while  they  gave 
an  air  of  formality  to  their  intercourse,  which  Eve- 
line thought  unneces8ar>',  and  even  unkind,  yet  served 
to  fix  her  attention  upon  the  connexion  between 
them,  and  to  keen  it  ever  present  to  her  memory. 
The  remark  by  which  Rose  had  vindicated  the  dis- 
tance observed  by  her  youthful  guardian,  sometimes 
arose  to  her  recollection  ;  and  while  her  soul  repelled 
with  scorn  the  suspicion,  that,  in  any  cane,  his  pre- 
sence, whether  at  inter\'als  or  consiantly,  coiJld  be 
prejudicial  to  his  uncle's  interest,  she  conjured  np 
vanous  arguments  for  givinx  him  a  frivjuent  place  in 
her  memory.— Was  it  not  ner  duty  to  think  of  Da- 
mian often  and  kindly,  as  the  Constable's  nearest, 
best  beloved,  and  moat  trusted  relative?— Was  he  ooc 
her  former  deliverer  and  her  present  guardian?  Aim! 
might  he  not  be  considered  as  an  mstniment  fpe- 
ciallj  employed  by  her  divine  patroneaa,  in  wndaiotl 
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edectiial  th**  protecfioti  with  which  she  hsd  gractti 
her  ill  idok  tliHn  one  inieroency  7 

Kvi*hn</8  ii)iii(i  inuiiniea  OKninm  the  n-Ktrictions 
wbu»h  v.f TL-  l:iui  on  ihiur  inUTcourw,  us  huriiiki 
8>iiiiiefhiH'4  which  intiTred  suspicion  aiuJ  dcurauation. 
like  thu  c«)nir>fjl)c<i  HecIuBion  to  which  fihe  nari  heani 
the  Payniiii  iiiKdrtH  of  the  Kaflt  siibjectal  thiir  fe- 
malfff.  Why  should  she  hc«  her  Kuanfian  only  in  tho 
bf nffits  whi<rh  ho  conterrvn'i  upon  her,  and  the  CHres 
he  took  fur  her  safety,  and  hear  his  wniiinvnta  only 
by  the  mouth  of  others,  aa  if  one  of  (hem  had  bwn 
infected  with  the  plajnie,  or  some  othiT  fatal  or  infcc- 
tjoiis  dimrdor,  whurh  might  render  I  heir  meeting  dan- 
gerous to  the  oilier?— And  if  they  did  nu*t  occaaion- 
ully,  what  eltie  could  be  the  oonRequenccs  save  that 
the  care  of  a  hrotlier  towardaa  slater— of  a  truaty  and 
kind  gijnniinn  to  the  betrothed  bride  of  his  near  re- 
lative and  honoured  patron,  might  render  the  melan- 
choly MTlusion  of  the  Garde  Doloureuse  more  easv 
to  be  endured  by  one  to  young  in  years,  and,  though 
dejected  hv  pret<cnt  circumstance^  baturaliy  ao  gay 
in  temper  7 

Yet,  though  this  traia  of  reasoning  appeared  to 
Eveiinp,  wlun  tracing  it  in  her  own  mmd,  so  conclu- 
■vc,  that  she  several  times  resolved  to  cominnni- 
eate  her  view  of  the  case  to  Rose  Flam  mock,  it  so 
chanced  that,  whenever  ahe  looked  on  the  calm 
steady  blue  eye  of  the  Flemish  maidi'n,  and  reinem- 
beied  that  her  unblemished  faith  was  mixed  uith  a 
■tncerity  and  |>lnin  dealing  proof  against  every  con? i- 
deration,  she  feared  lest  ahe  might  be  subiectcd,  in 
the  opinion  of  her  attendant  to  suspicions  from  which 
her  own  mind  freed  her;  and  her  proud  Nornian  spi- 
rit revolted  at  the  idea  of  being  obliged  to  justify  hrr- 
■elf  to  another,  when  she  atood  self-acfiuiited  to  her 
own  mind.  "I^t  things  be  as  they  are,"  she  said ; 
**and  let  im  endure  all  the  weariness  of  a  life  which 
might  be  so  easily  rendered  more  cheerful,  mtlier  than 
that  this  zealous  but  punctilious  friend  should,  in  the 
fltrictnem  and  ni^rety  of  her  feelings  on  my  account, 
conceive  me  capable  of  encoiiracing  an  intercourse 
which  could  hnd  to  a  less  worthy  thriught  of  me  in 
iba  mmd  of  the  most  scrupulous  of  man— or  of  wo- 
mankind." Rut  even  this  vacillation  of  opinion  and 
raaolution  tended  to  bring  theimagcof  the  handsome 
voung  Dam  inn  more  frequently  before  the  Lady  Eve- 
fioe's  fancy,  than  perhaps  his  uncle,  had  he  known 
it,  would  altogether  have  approved  of.  In  such  rc- 
lfectwn&  however,  slie  never  indulged  long,  ere  a 
■miie  ot  the  singular  destiny  which  bad  hitherto 
attended  ht-r,  \ed  her  back  into  the  more  melancholy 
coniemnlations  from  which  the  buoyancy  of  hoi 
fouthful  £incy  had  for  a  abort  time  emancipatod  her. 


CHAPTER  XXIII. 

Ouw  i«  the  flkie, 
Whera  at  what  fowl  we  pleaae  oar  hawk  ehiill  flie. 

Randolph. 

Om  bright  September  morning,, old  Raoul  was 
tway  in  the  mews  whi-rc  he  kept  his  hawks,  gruin- 
Miaff  all  the  while  to  himsL-lf  as  he  surveyt-d  the 
condition  of  each  bird,  and  blaming  alternately  the 
earel<wsn(.M*s  of  the  under-falconer,  and  the  situation 
of  the  building,  and  the  weather,  and  the  wind,  and 
•II  things  anjund  him,  for  the  dilapidation  which 
time  and  disease  had  made  in  the  neglfcied  hawking 
mtablishnit'nt  of  the  Garde  D«doureuae.  While  in 
theae  unpleasing  meditationa,  he  was  stirprisod  by 
the  voice  of  hia  beloved  Dame  Gillian,  who  seldom 
waa  an  early  ri«er,  and  yet  more  rarely  visited  him 
when  he  was  in  hia  sphere  of  peculiar  authority. 
"Raoul,  Raoul !  where  art  thou,  man  7— Ever  to  seek 
$Kt  when  thou  canst  make  aught  of  advantage  fur 
tbvaclf  or  mef- 

^^And  what  want' at  thou,  dame  7"  said  Raoul, 
"what  nieana  thy  acreaming  worse  than  the  sen-gull 
Man  wet  weather?  A  murrain  on  thy  voice!  it  is 
enough  to  fray  every  hawk  from  the  pi'rch." 

**Hnwkr*  answered  Dame  Gillian;   "is  it  time 
to  be  looking  for  hawks,  when  here  is  a  cast  of  the 
onveet  falcons  come  hither  for  aale,  that  ever  flew 
kf  lake,  brook,  or  meadow  V* 
VQI.V. 


"  Kites !  I:ke  her  that  brings  the  news,"  said  Raool. 

"Nti,  nor  kestrt-ls  like  him  tiiat  hears  it,"  replied 
Gillinii;    "but  bnive  jcrfnicons,   with  hr^iv  nnrea.  . 
stmiidy  armed,  and  beaka  short  and  aomeihins 
bluish" — ■ — 

"Pshaw,  with  thy  jargon  .'—Where  came  thejr 
from  ?'  said  Raoul,  mtcn-sfed  in  the  tidinjjs,  b'.ii  un- 
willing to  give  his  wife  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  that 
he  was  so. 

"From  the  Isle  of  Man,"  replied  Gillian. 

"  They  must  be  g<Kxl,  then,  though  it  was  a  woman 
brought  tidinizs  uf  them,"  said  Rauul,  smiling  grimly 
at  his  own  wit ;  then,  leaving  the  mews,  he  demanded 
to  know  where  this  laiiious  falcon-merchant  waa  to 
bo  met  withal. 

"Whv.  Iietween  the  barriers  and  the  inner  gate," 
n>pliod  Gillian,  "wher'' other  men  are  admitted  tbal 
have  wares  to  utter— Whi^re  should  he  be  7" 

"And  who  let  him  in?"  demanded  tlie  siiapicioiia 
Raoiil. 

"Wliy,  Master  Stew:ard,  thou  owl!"  said  Gillian i 
"he  came  tnit  now  to  my  chamber,  and  sent  me 
hither  to  call  you." 

"Oh,  the  steward— the  ateward— I  might  have 
guessed  aa  much.  And  he  came  to  thy  chamber, 
doubtless,  because  he  could  not  have  as  easily  coma 
hither  to  me  himself.— Was  it  not  so,  sweetheart?" 

"I  do  not  know  why  ho  chose  to  come  to  me 
rather  than  to  you,  Raoul,"  said  Gillion:  "and  if  I 
did  know,  perhaps  1  would  not  tell  you.  Go  to— miaa 
your  barpm,  or  to  make  your  bargain,  I  care  not 
which- the  man  will  not  wait  for  you—he  baa  good 
proHurs  from  the  Seneschal  of  Malpas,  and  the  Welsh 
I/>rd  of  Dincvnwr." 

.  "I  come-I  come  "  said  Raoul,  who  felt  the  neoea 
aity  of  embnicmg  this  opportunity  of  improving  hia 
hawking  cxiablishnicnt,  and  hastened  to  the  gate, 
where  he  met  the  merchant,  attended  by  a  servant, 
wlio  kept  in  separate  cages  the  thrte  falcons  which 
he  ofTere*!  for  sale. 

The  first  glance  satisfied  Raoul  that  they  were  of 
the  best  breed  in  Europe,  and  that,  if  their  education 
were  in  correspondence  to  their  race,  there  couU 
scarce  be  a  more  valuable  addition  even  to  a  royal 
mews.  ,  The  merchant  did  not  fait  to  enlai^e  upon  all 
their  iK>ints  of  excellence^  the  breadth  of  their  should- 
ers, the  strength  of  their  train,  their  full  and  fiercu 
dark  lyesi,  the  boldness  with  which  they  endun-d  the 
apfiroach  of  strangv-rs,  and  the  lively  spirit  and  viao*  r 
with  which  they  pruned  their  plumes,  and  ahn'-\,  or, 
as  it  was  tei^bmcally  termetJ,  roiist'd  themaelves.  He 
expatiated  on  the  difficulty  and  danger  with  which 
they  were  obtainixJ  from  the  Rock  of  Ramivy,  on 
which  they  were  broil,  and  which  was  an  eyry  un- 
rivalled even  on  the  coast  of  \orway. 

Riioiil  turned  apparently  a  deaf  ear  to  all  thei!«  com- 
mendations. "fViend  merchant,"  said  he,  "I  know 
a  falcon  as  well  as  thou  dost,  and  I  will  not  deny  that 
thine  am  fine  ones ;  but  if  they  be  not  carefully  trained 
and  reclaimed,  I  would  rather  havo  a  goas-hawk  on 
my  perch  than  the  fairest  falcon  that  ever  stretched 
wing  to  wealhiT." 

"  I  grant  yeV  said  the  merchant ;  "  but  if  we  asree 
on  the  price,  for  that  is  the  mam  matter,  thou  shalt 
si«  the  birds  tly  if  thou  wilt,  and  then  buy  them  or 
not  as  thou  likest.  I  am  no  true  merchant  if  thou 
ever  saw'st  birds  beat  them,  whether  at  the  mount  or 
the  sdiop." 

"That  I  call  foir,"  said  Raoul,  '^if  the  price  be 
equally  ho." 

"It  shall  be  corre^wnding,"  said  the  hawk-mer- 
chant ;  for  I  have  brought  six  casts  from  the  island, 
by  the  gmKi  favour  of  good  Kin«  Reginald  of  Man, 
and  I  have  sold  every  feather  of  them  save  these; 
and  80,  having  emptic<l  my  cagi^s  and  filled  my 
purse,  I  desire  not  to  lie  troubled  longer  with  the 
residue;  and  if  a  good  fellow,  and  a  judge,  as  thou 
seemest  to  he,  should  like  the  hawks  when  he  baa 
seen  them  fly,  ho  shall  havo  the  price  of  hia  own 
making." 

"(ioto,"  said  Raoul,  "we  will  have  no  blind  bar- 
gains ;  my  Udy,  if  the  iia  wks  bf*  suitable,  is  more  abla 
to  pay  for  theru  than  thou  to  give  them  away.— Will  a 
beiant  be  a  ooniiiHrroahle  price  ibr  the  caat  f ' 

So 
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•'A  bexant,  Mftnter  Pnlconer!— Bjr  my  faith,  yoa 
nre  no  bold  bodesimnn !  nevertheless,  double  your 
oflPfr.  and  I  will  connidpr  it." 

"  If  the  hawks  nre  well  r(y;!nim(*d,"  mid  Rnoiil, 
**I  will  eive  you  a  b-.'/nnt  nnd  n  half;  but  I  will  sre 
them  stnko  a  heron  ere  I  will  be  so  rash  as  deal  with 
you." 

"It  is  well."  snid  the  merchant,  "and  I  had  better 
take  your  ofK^r  than  Iw  lonj?f r  cumbi-red  with  them : 
for  Wert"  I  to  carry  them  into  Walcsi,  I  mi;^t  peel  paid 
ill  n  worse  fashion  by  some  of  their  long  knives.— 
Will  you  to  horse  pn»sentlv'?" 

"  Assiirudty,"  sni<lK»oiil;  "and,  thouffh  March  he 
the  fitter  month  for  hawking  nt  the  heron,  yet  I  will 
show  you  one  of  these  fro'.rpeckers  for  the  trouble  of 
ridini?  the  matter  of  a  mile  by  the  waler-sids." 

"Content,  Sir  Kalronei,"  8wd  the  merchant.  "  But 
are  we  to  go  alune,  or  is  there  no  lord  or  lady  in  the 
castle  who  WTidd  take  pirasuie  to  s«9n  a  pieee  of  game 
callantly  struck?  I  am  not  afraid  to  show  these 
hawks  to  a  u>unie»i." 

"M?  lady  usi-d  to  love  the  sport  well  enough," 
said  Knoul ;  "  but  I  wot  not  why,  phe  is  niopi^  and 
mazGd  ever  since  her  father's  death,  and  lives  in  her 
fair  castle  like  a  nun  in  a  clointor,  without  disport  or 
rovdry  of  any  kind.— Nevertheless,  Gillian,  thou  canst 
do  something  with  her— goo<l  now,  do  a  kind  deed  for 
once,  and  move  her  to  come  out  and  look  on  this 
morning's  sport—The  poor  heart  hath  seen  no  pas- 
time this  summer." 

"  That  I  will  do,"  quoth  Gillian ;  "  and,  moreover. 
I  will  show  her  such  a  new  riding-tire  for  the  head, 
that  no  woman  born  could  ever  look  at  without  the 
wish  to  toys  it  a  little  in  the  wind." 

As  Gillian  spoke,  it  nroeared  to  her  jealous-pated 
husband  that  he  surprised  a  glance  of  more  intelli- 
gence exchanged  betwixt  her  and  the  trader  than  brief 
acquaintance  soemeil  to  warrant,  even  when  allow- 
ance was  made  for  the  extreme  fVankness  of  Dame 
Gillian's  disposition.  He  thought  also,  that,  on  look- 
mg  more  closely  at  the  merchant,  his  lineaments  were 
not  totally  unknown  to  him ;  and  proceeded  to  say  to 
him  dryly,  "  We  have  met  before,  friend,  but  I  cannot 
call  to  remembrance  where," 

"  Like  enough,"  said  the  merchant  j  "  1  have  used 
this  country  often,  and  may  have  taken  money  of 
you  in  the  way  of  trade.  If  1  were  in  fitting  place,  I 
would  gladly  bestow  a  pottle  of  wine  to  our  better 
acqiinintance." 

**  N  It  so  fast,  friend,"  said  the  old  huntsman ;  "  ere 
I  drink  to  better  acquaintance  with  any  one,  I  must 
be  well  pleased  with  what  I  already  know  of  him. 
We  will  see  thy  hawks  fly.  and  if  their  breeding  match 
thy  bragging,  we  may  perhaps  crush  a  cap  tofljether.— 
And  here  come  grooms  and  equerries,  in  faith— my 
lady  has  consented  to  come  forth." 

The  opportunity  of  seeing  this  rural  pastime  had 
•fferod  itself  to  Kveline,  at  a  time  when  the  delightful 
brilliancy  of  the  day,  (he  temperance  of  the  air.  and 
the  joyous  work  of  "harvest,  proceeding  in  «yery  direc- 
tion around,  made  the  temptation  to  exercise  almost 
'rresistible. 

As  thev  proposed  to  go  no  farther  than  the  side  of 
the  ncignbouriiig  rivr-r,  near  the  fatal  bridge,  over 
which  a  small  guard  of  infantry  was  constantly  main- 
tained, Eveline  dispensed  with  any  farther  escort,  and, 
contrary  to  the  custom  of  the  castle,  took  no  one  in 
her  train  save  Rose  and  Gillian,  and  onaor  two  serv- 
ants, who  led  spaniels,  or  carried  appmrtennnces  of 
the  chase.  Raou',  the  merchant,  and  an  equeny, 
attended  her  of  course;,  each  holding  a  hawk  on  his 
wrist,  and  anxiously  adjusting  the  mode  in  which  they 
should  throw  them  off;  so  as  best  to  ascertain  the  ex- 
tent of  their  powers  and  training. 

When  these  important  points  had  been  adjusted, 
the  party  rode  down  the  river,  carefully  looking  on 
every  side  for  the  object  of  their  game ;  out  n<>  heron 
vfas  seen  stalking  on  the  usual  haunts  of  the  bird,  al- 
though there  was  a  heronry  at  no  great  distance. 

Few  disapiKjiritiiif'nfs  of  a  small  nature  arc  more 
teasing  than  that  of  a  sportsman,  who,  having  sot 
out  with  all  means  and  a^ipliances  for  destruction 
of  game,  finds  that  there  is  none  to  be  met  with; 
because  he  conceives  himself;  with  his  foil  shooting 


trim  and  his  emptf  game^Muefi,  id  be  aufafeetad  to 
the  sntHT  of  every  passing  rustic.  The  party  of  the 
Lady  Eveline  felt  all  the  degradatioa  of  auch  disi|^ 
pointment. 

"  A  fair  country  this,"  said  the  merchant,  "  wheit^ 
on  two  mites  of  river,  you  caonoi  find  one  poof 
heron!" 

"It  is  thfl  clatter  thosvd— d  Flemings  nake  with 
their  wntcr-miils  and  fulling-milla,"  said  R:ioal;— 
"  I  hey  destroy  good  sport  and  svnd  company  wherever 
they  come.  But  were  my  lady  willing  to  ridr  a  mile 
or  so  farther  lo  (he  Red  Pool,  I  could  anow  you  a  k>njg(- 
shankfHi  fellow  who  would  make  your  hawkacaaoeliei 
till  their  brains  were  gwldv." 

"Thp  Ri-d  Pool!"  said  Roses  "fhou  knoweetitif 
more  than  thnv  miles  beyond  the  biidga,  and  liea  np 
towurds  the  hills." 

"Ay,  ay,"  said  Raoul,  "another  Flemish  freak  t» 
smil  p.'istime !  They  are  not  so  scarce  on  ihr  Marches 
these  PliMnitfh  wenches,  that  they  abould  ifar  being 
hawked  at  by  Welsh  haqoards" 

"Rainil  is  ri^:ht,  Rfise,'  answered  Eveline:  "it  » 
ahsunl  to  be  cooped  iip  like  binis  in  a  cagtr  when  all 
annimi  us  has  btvn  so  uniformly  quiet.  I  am  deter* 
mined  to  break  out  of  bounds  for  once,  and  see  sport 
in  our  old  fashiim,  without  being  surruundefl  wi^ 
srmed  riH^n  like  prisoneni  of  state  We  will  merrily 
to  the  Ri-d  Pool,  wench,  and  kill  a  heron  like  Cm 
maids  of  (he  Marchi's." 

"  Let  me  but  tell  my  father,  at  least,  to  monni  and 
follow  11^"  said  Rose— for  they  wi»ro  now  near  Lht 
nr-i'stabliahed  manufacturing  houses  of  the  atooi 
Fleming. 

"I  care  not  if  thou  doat,  Rose,"  said  Eveline;  "ytt 
credit  me,  girl,  we  will  be  at  the  Red  Pool,  and  thus 
far  on  mir  wav  home  again,  ere  thy  fatlicr  basdoooed 
his  best  doublet,  girded  on  his  two  ham  led  awonl, 
and  accfjurred  his  strong  Flandcrkin  elephant  of  a 
horse,  which  he  judiciously  names  Sbth— nay,  frown 
not— and  lose  not,  in  justifying  ttiv  father,  tho  tins 
that  may  be  better  spent  in  calling  niin  out." 

Rose  rode  to  the  mills  accordingly,  when  Wilkin 
Flam  mock,  at  tho  command  of  his  liege  mistre«^ 
readily  hastened  to  get  his  steel  cap  and  hnbergBoa, 
and  ordered  half-a-d(»en  of  his  kinsmen  and  aenraats 
to  get  on  horseback.  Rose  FDmained  with  him,  tomge 
him  to  more  dematch  than  his  methodical  disposilioD 
rendered  natural  lo  him;  but  in  spite  of  all  hereffints 
to  stimulate  him,  the  Lady  Eveline  had  passed  the 
bridge  more  than  half  an  hour  ere  her  cacort  was 
prepared  to  follow  her. 

Mean  while,  apprehensive  of  no  evil,  and  rkling 
gsyly  on,  with  the  sensation  of  one  escaped  from 
c(  nfinement,  Eveline  moved  forward  on  her  livelr 
jennet,  as  light  as  a  lark:  the  plumes  with  which 
T  ame  Gillian  had  decked  her  rkfing-bonoet  dancing 
ii  the  wind,  and  her  attendants  galloping  behind  ho', 
with  dogs,  pouches,  lines,  and  all  other appurtenaDces 
of  the  royal  sport  of  hawking.  Afhr  passing  the 
nvcr,  the  wild  greensward  path  which  they  pursued 
began  to  wind  upward  among  small  eminences, 
sometimes  bare  and  cragsy,  sometimes  overgrown 
with  haxel,  sloe-thorn,  arid  other  dwarf  shruba,  and 
at  length  suddenly  descendinjg,  brought  them  to  the 
verge  of  a  mountain  rivulet,  that,  Hke  a  lamb  at  plaT. 
hmpt  memly  from  rock  to  rook,  seemingly  uncertaai 
which  way  to  run. 

"This  little  stream  waa  alwaya  my  favooriUb 
Dame  Gillian,"  said  Eveline,  "and  now  mcthinka  il 
leaps  (he  lighter  that  it  aeee  me  again." 

"Ah!  lady,"  sain  Dame  Gillhin,  whose  turn  for 
convereation  never  eztendiad  in  such  cases  bevond  a 
few  phrases  of  gross  flattery,  "  many  a  fkir  u^t 
would  leap  shouldei^height  for  leave  to  look  on  vaa 
as  free  as  the  brook  may!  more  emecially  now  mat 
you  have  donned  that  riding-cap,  which,  in  exqiMile 
deliiracy  of  invention,  methinks  is  a  bowshot  befim 
aught  (hat  I  ever  invented— What  thinkeat  thoa, 
Raoul  ?" 

"I  think,"  answered  her  well-natured  he(niaaf« 
"  that  women's  tongues  were  contrived  to  dinve  afl 
the  game  out  of  the  country.— Here  we  come  war 
to  the  spot  where  we  hope  to  apeed,  or  nowhMS 
wherefore,  pray,  my  aweet  lady,  be  ailent 


OWap.  XXULl 


imc  betrothbdl 


and  keep  four  fonaiwwi -HiBiKh  to  u  th«ir  natures 
will  permit,  while  we  eteal  aloni;  the  bank  of  the 
pool,  uTidtT  the  wind,  with  the  hawks'  hoods  cast 
lootw,  all  ready  for  a  flight." 

As  he  spoke,  they  advanced  about  a  hundred  yards 
up  the  brawling  stream,  until  the  little  vale  throu^ 
which  it  flowed,  making  a  verv  sudden  turn  to  one 
side,  showcfl  tkeni  the  Red  Pool,  the  superfluous 
watiTof  which  formed  the  rivulet  itself. 

This  mountain4ake,  or  tarn,  as  it  is  called  in  some 
countries,  was  a  deep  basin  of  about  a  mile  in  cir- 
cumference, but  rnthcr  oblong  than  circular.  On  the 
tide  next  to  our  falconors  arose  a  ridge  of  ruck,  of 
a  dark  red  hue,  giving  name  to  the  pool,  which,  n^- 
flecting  litis  massive  and  dusky  barrier,  appeared 
to  partake  of  its  colour.  On  the  opposite  side  was  a 
beathy  hill,  wliose  autumnal  bloom  had  not  yet 
faded  from  purple  to  russet ;  its  surface  was  varied 
bv  the  dark  ureen  furze  and  the  firn,  and  in  many 
places  gray  cliffs,  or  loose  stones  of  the  same  colour, 
formed  a  contrast  to  the  luddy  precipice  to  which 
they  laf  opposed.  A  natural  road  of  beautiful  sand 
was  formed  by  a  beach,  which,  extending  all  the 
way, around  the  lake,  separated  its  waters  ifrom  the 
precipitous  rock  on  tne  one  band,  and  on  the  other 
from  the  steep  and  broken  hill;  and  being  nowhere 
less  than  Ave  or  six  yards  in  breadth,  und  in  most 
places  greatly  more,  onered  around  its  whole  circuit 
a  temptmg  opportunity  to  the  rider,  who  desired  to 
ezerase  and  breathe  the  horse  on  which  he  was 
mounted.  The  verge  of  the  p|ool  on  the  rocky  side 
was  here  and  there  strewed  with  fragments  of  large 
me,  detached  from  the  precipice  above,  but  not  m 
sack  quantity  as  to  encumber  this  pleasant  horse- 
course.  Many  of  these  rocky  masses  having  passed 
the  margin  of  the  water  in  their  fall,  lay  iminersfd 
there  like  small  islets ;  and,  placed  amongst  a  little 
archipda^a  the  quick  eye  of  Raoul  detected  the 
heron  which  they  were  in  search  of. 

A  moment's  consultation  was  held  to  consider  in 
what  manner  they  should  approach  the  sad  and 
aolitary  bird,  which,  unconscious  that  itself  was  the 
object  of  a  formidable  ambuscade,  stood  niotionlcoi  on 
a  atone,  by  the  brink  of  the  lake,  watching  for  Pich 
small  flsli  or  water-reptiles  as  might  chance  to  ,  nss 
by  its  londy  station.  A  brief  debate  took  •  .ace 
betwixt  Raoul  and  the  hawk-merchant  on  the  best 
mode  of  starting  the  quarry,  so  as  to  allow  Lady 
Kvdine  and  her  attendants  the  most  perfect  view  of 
the  flighu  The  facility  of  kiUing  the  heron  at  the 
far  jetUe  or  at  the  jdtM  /«»*rl— that  is,  upon  the 
Dither  or  farther  side  of  the  pool— was  anxiously  de- 
bated in  language  of  breathless  importance  as  if  some 
great  and  perilous  enterprise  was  about  to  be  executed. 

At  length  the  arrangements  were  fixed,  and  the 
party  beigan  to  advance  towards  the  aquatic  hermit, 
who,  by  this  time  aware  of  their  approach,  drew 
himself  up  to  his  full  he»:ht.  erected  nis  long  lean 
necL  spread  his  broad  fan-like  wings,  uttered  his 
usual  clanging  cry,  and,  projecting  his  length  of  thin 
legs  far  betiinu  him,  rose  upon  the  gentle  breeze.  It 
was  then,  with  a  loud  whoop  of^  encouragement, 
that  the  merchant  threw  off  the  noble  hawk  he  l>ore, 
aaving  first  unhooded  her  to  give  her  a  view  of  her 
quarry. 

Eager  as  a  frigate  in  chase  of  some  rich  galleon 
darted  the  falcon  towards  the  enemy,  which  she  had 
been  taught  to  pursue,  while  preparing  for  defence,  if  he 
should  be  unable  to  escape  by  flight,  the  heron  exerUti 
all  his  powers  of  speed  to  escape  from  an  enemy  so 
ibrmidable.  Plying  his  almost  unt<)ualled  strength 
of  wing,  he  sscended  high  and  higher  in  the  air,  by 
short  gyrations,  that  the  hawk  might  gain  no  van- 
tage ground  for  pouncing  at  him  ;  while  his  spikud 
beak,  at  ihe  extn*mtty  of  so  long  n  neck  as  enabled 
him  to  strike  an  object  at  a  yard  s  distance  in  everv 
direction.  poi*sessed  for  any  less  spirited  assailant  all 
the  terrors  of  a  Moorish  javelin. 

Another  hawk  was  now  thrown  off,  and  encou- 
raged by  the  lislloos  of  the  falconer  to  join  her  com- 
panion. Both  kept  mounting,  or  scaling  the  air,  as 
It  were,  by  a  succession  of  small  circles,  endeavour- 
ing to  gain  that  superior  height  which  the  heron  on 
his  part  wu  bent  to  preserve  i  and  to  tlie  exquisite 


t  deliglit  of  the  spectatoTB,  the  conteet  was  contimwd 
'  until  all  three  were  well  nigh  mingled  with  the  fleecy 
clouds,  from  which  was  occasionally  heard  the  harsh 
and  plaintive  cr>'of  the  quarry,  appealing  as  it  were 
to  the  heaven  which  he  was  approaching,  agamst 
the  wanton  cruelty  of  those  by  whom  he  was  per- 
secuted. 

At  lenj^  one  of  the  falcons  had  reached  a  pitch 
from  which  she  ventured  to  stoop  at  the  heron  ;  but 
so  judiciously  did  the  ouarry  maintain  his  defence,  as 
to  receive  on  his  beak  the  stroke  which  the  falcon, 
shooting  down  at  full  descent,  had  made  against  hie 
right  wing ;  so  that  one  of  his  enemies,  spikra  through 
tlie  body  by  his  own  weight,  fell  fluttering  into  the 
lake,  very  near  the  land,  on  the  side  farthest  from  the 
falconers,  and  perished  there. 

"  There  goes  a  gallant  falcon  to  the  fishes,"  eaki 
Raoul.    "  Merchant,  thy  cake  is  dough." 

Even  OS  he  spoke,  however,  the  remoining  bird  had 
avenged  the  fate  of  her  sister ;  for  the  success  which 
the  heron  met  with  on  one  side,  did  not  prevent  his 
being  assailed  on  the  other  wing;  and  the  falcon 
stooping  boldly,  and  grappling  with,  or,  as  it  is  called 
in  falconry,  bindiut^  his  prey,  both  came  tumbling 
down  together,  from  a  great  height  in  the  air.  It 
was  then  no  small  object  on  the  part  of  the  falcoiiers 
to  come  in  as  so«jn  as  possible,  lest  the  falcon  should 
receive  hurt  from  the  beak  or  talons  of  the  heron  i 
and  (he  whole  party,  the  men  setting  spurs,  snd  the 
females  switching  their  palfrevs,  went  ofl*  like  the 
wind,  sweeping  along  the  fair  and  smooth  beach 
betwixt  the  rock  ond  the  water. 

Lady  Eveline,  far  better  mounted  than  any  of  her 
train,  her  spirits  elated  by  the  sport,  and  by  the  speed 
at  which  she  moved,  was  much  sooner  than  any  of 
her  attendants  at  the  spot  where  the  falcon  and  heron, 
still  engaged  in  their  mortal  struggle,  lay  fighting 
upon  the  moss ;  the  wing  of  the  latter  having  been 
broken  by  the  stoop  of  the  former.  The  duty  of  a 
falconer  in  such  a  crisis  was  to  rush  in  and  assist  the 
hawk,  by  thrusting  the  heron's  bill  into  the  earth, 
and  breaking  his  legs,  and  thus  permitting  the  falcon 
to  despatch  him  on  easy  terms. 

Neither  would  the  sex  nor  quality  of  the  Lady  Eve- 
line have  excused  her  becoming  second  to  the  falcon 
in  this  cruel  manner ;  but,  just  as  she  hsd  dismounted 
for  that  purpose,  she  was  surprisef^  to  find  heiseli 
seized  on  by  a  wild  form,  who  exclaimed  in  Wdsh 
that  he  seized  her  as  a  vaif,  for  hawking  on  the 
demesnes  of  Dawfyd  with  the  one  eye.  At  the 
same  time  many  othec  Welshmen,  to  the  number  of 
more  than  a  score,  showed  th(>mselvc8  from  behind 
crags  and  bushes,  all  armed  at  point  with  the  axes 
called  Welsh  hooks,  long  knives,  darts,  and  bows  and 
arrowsL 

Eveline  screamed  to  her  attendants  for  assistance, 
and  at  the  same  time  made  use  of  what  Welsh  phraa- 
es  she  possessed,  to  move  the  fears  or  excite  the 
compassion  of  the  outlawed  mountaineers ;  for  she 
doubted  not  that  she  had  fallen  under  the  power  of 
such  a  party.  When  she  found  her  rrqucsis  were 
unheeded,  and  she  perceived  it  was  their  purpose  to 
detain  her  prisoner,  she  disdainful  to  use  tarther  en- 
tn>aiies;  but  demanded  at  their  peril  that  they  should 
treat  her  with  respect  promising  in  that  case  that  she 
would  pay  them  a  large  ransom,  and  threatening 
them  with  the  vengeance  of  the  Lords  Marchers,  and 
particularly  of  Sir  Dainian  de  Lacy,  if  they  ventured 
to  use  her  otherwise. 

The  men  seemed  to  understand  her,  and  although 
thejr  procei-ded  to  lie  a  bandage  over  her  eyes,  and 
to  bind  her  arms  with  herown  veil,  yet  they  observed 
in  these  acts  of  violencit  a  certain  delicacy  and  at- 
tention both  to  hcriceliiigs  and  her  safety,  which  led 
her  to  hone  that  her  n<quest  had  had  some  effect  on 
them.  They  secured  her  to  the  saddle  of  her  palfrev 
and  led  her  away  with  them  through  the  recessesof  the 
hills;  while  she  had  ilie  additional  distress  to  hear 
lichind  her  the  noise  of  a  conflict,  occaskined  by  the 
fruitless  efforts  of  her  reti.iue  to  procure  her  rescue. 
Astonishment  had  at  first  seiied  the  hawking  party, 
when  they  saw  from  some  distance  their  sport  inter 
nipted  by  a  violent  assault  %m  their  mistress.  Old 
Raoul  valiantly  put  spurs  to  his  horse,  and  callirg  ou 
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the  rpst  to  follow  him  to  the  rescue,  roHc  furionflly  ■ 
towiinlit  the  iinnditti ;  but.  haviim  no  othiT  ;irin>)  nave 
n  h»\vkin^-poh»  and  short  sword,  h«  Jind  i\u>ac  who 
followed  him  in  \\.r,  uu'ritDrioiis  hut  ii.ciTLrtual  at- 
leinpl  wrr«  easily  foiled,  and  Ilaoul  nud  om;  or  two 
of  tli»'  foremost  sovrnly  h»*ntf»n  ;  tin-  luindiiti  cxercis- 
iii;^  iipun  tiitMU  thfir  own  polios  till  t(i(?y  wt-rn  broken 
to  Pplinn'r!*,  bin  p.-niTou.sly  nhslAininij  from  iht-  use 
of  more  ilanueroiis  wenpuiis.  The  rest  of  the  r».'ti- 
iJiic,  completely  disnniraKO*!,  dis|»irsed  to  ii.\ti  the 
alarm,  and  the  merchant  niid  Danie(Tiilianremnini>d 
by  the  lake,  fdJin^?  the  air  with  shrieks  of  usileHS 
fear  and  f»t)rrow.  The  outlaws,  mean  while,  draw- 
miaf  loireiher  in  a  borly,  shot  a  few  arn)w*i  at  the  fu- 
friiivcA,  but  more  to  alarm  than  to  injure  tiiem,  and 
men  mareho<l  oil;  as  if  to  cover  th^ir  companions 
who  had  gone  beiore  >i«ith  the  Lady  Eveline  in  their 
aistody. 

CHAPTER  XXIV. 

Fnar  ruiliiin*  wi^ed  in^  yM!«»r  mom- 
Ala*  I  n  mmilon  inml  rorlorn  i 
Tli-y  r.liokeil  my  cnci  with  wirknd  miirht, 
Aiiil  buu:id  nil;  on  a  i*a\(tt:y  witild.— i'oLBRinoL 

SrcH  udventurp!*  as  are  now  only  recorded  in 
works  of  mere  fi<:tion,  were  not  uricommon  in  the 
feudal  aices,  when  mi^lu  was  fo  universally  su|>crior 
to  ri'jjh! ;  and  it  followe*!  that  those  whose  condition 
exposed  them  to  frfpient  violenci^  werr  morejirompl 
in  npellini^  and  more  patient  in  enduring  it,  than 
could  othL'rwi:<c  have  been  expected  from  their  sex 
and  aifi!. 

The  Ladv  Eveline  fylt  that  Hhe  was  a  piiaoner,  nor 
was  «?ho  devoid  of  fcar^  conccrnin-^  the  punniae  of 
this  assault ;  but  shi:  sutiered  neither  her  alarm,  nor 
the  violence  with  which  she  w.is  hurried  alonq,  to 
deprive  her  of  the  power  of  obser\'iii:;  and  rcflecuntf. 
From  the  noise  of  nools  which  now  increased  around, 
she  concluded  that  the  £;rcater  pert  of  the  nifiians  by 
whom  she  had  been  seized  had  betaken  themsi'lves 
to  their  horses.  This  slie  knew  was  consonant  to 
the  practice  of  the  Welsh  marauders,  whfj,  aUhou<j:h 
the  small  size  and  sli^ditness  of  their  na<;s  made 
them  Uitally  unfit  for  service  in  battle,  avaiUtl  them- 
selves of  their  activity  and  soreness  of  foot  to  trans- 
port them  with  the  necessary  celerity  to  and  from 
the  scenes  of  their  rapine;  ensurin;?  thus  a  rapid  and 
imiwrceived  approach,  and  a  stH.'ure  and  speedy  re- 
treat. These  animals  traversed  without  difficuliv, 
and  beneath  the  load  of  a  heavy  soldier,  the  wild 
znoiintain-paths  by  which  the  coimtrv  was  inter- 
sected, and  in  one  of  which  Ladv  Evefine  Berencier 
concluded  she  was  now  en^n^ed,  from  the  manner 
in  which  her  own  pnlfn.'y,  supported  by  a  man  on 
foot  at  either  rein,  s(.-emed  now  to  labour  up  some 
precipice,  and  anon  to  dosceiid  with  still  greater  risk 
on  the  other  side. 

At  one  of  those  momenta,  a  voice  which  she  had 
not  yet  distinguished  addressed  her  in  the  An^lo- 
Normon  languaf^e,  and  nsked,  with  apparent  inte- 
rest, if  she  sat  safely  on  her  saddle,  oHerins;  at  the 
same  time  to  have  her  accoutrements  altered  at  her 
pleasure  and  convenience. 

"Insult  not  my  condition  with  the  niention  of 
safety,"  said  Eveline;  "you  may  well  believe  that  1 
Hold  my  safety  aliosether  irreconcilable  with  these 
deeds  of  violence.  If  I  or  my  vassals  have  done  in- 
jur)' to  any  of  the  Cfjmry,*  let  me  know,  and  it  shall 
K*  amended— If  it  is  ransom  which  you  desire,  name 
the  sum,  and  I  will  svnd  an  order  to  tr^at  for  it;  but 
detain  me  not  prisoner,  for  that  can  but  injuie  me, 
and  will  avail  you  nothin^i." 

"  The  Lady  Eveline,"  answered  the  voice,  still  m  a 
tone  of  ct)urtesy  inconsistent  with  the  violence  which 
she  sustained,  "  will  spccilily  find  that  our  actions 
arc  more  row^h  thin  our  purjHjses." 

"If  you  know  wiio  I  am."  sjiid  Eveline,  "you  can- 
not doubt  that  this  atrocity  wdl  b«  aven«e<l— you 
must  know  by  whose  banner  my  lands  are  at  present 
prote<tL«(i." 

"Under  Dp  Lacy's,"  nnswcrofl  the  voice, with  a  tone 
of  indilffrvp''**.  "IJi*  it  so— falcons  fear  not  falcons." 
Cfuibri,  or  WeUii. 


Ai  this  moment  there  was  a  liak  and  a  confused 
murmur  aros«r  amouKi^t  those  around  her,  who  bad 
liitherio  III  in  Silent,  unless  when  muttt-rinz  to  each 
otlii-r  ill  Wt.lsli,  and  as  briefly  us  pi>a.<(tbl>.'.  din'^tions 
whi' h  way  to  hold,  or  encournKement  to  use  haste. 

1'hi^e  muriiiiirs  ceased,  and  tliere  was  a  pause  of 
S'.'veral  miiiuleh;  at  length  Eveline  af:ain  lieanl  the 
voire  which  formerly  addressed  her,  giving  dircctious 
which  she  ctMild  not  understand.  He  then  spoke  to 
hers»;lf.  "  Vou  will  presently  sec,"  he  said,  "whether 
I  have  spoken  truly,  when  I  said  I  scnnird  the  tie«  by 
wliieh  vou  are  fctiored.  But  you  areal  once  the  cause 
of  strif'e  an  1  the  reward  of  victory— your  safety  must 
be  cared  for  as  time  will  admit :  and,  stran;;c  as  ilie 
mode  of  protection  is  to  which  we  are  to  commit 
you,  I  trust  the  victor  in  the  aj^proaching  struggle 
will  find  you  uniniured." 

"  Do  not,  for  the  sake  of  the  Rlest>K!  Virgin,  lei 
there  be  strife  and  bKKxlshed  f  said  Eveline;  **rt- 
tiler  unbind  my  eyes,  and  let  me  speak  to  llutso  wbosi 
appn>ach  vou  dread  If  friends,  as  it  would  seem  to 
nie,  I  will  be  the  means  of  peace  Urtween  you." 

"I  di-spisi?  peace,"  replu-d  the  sjvtaker.    "I  haw 

not  underiakeu  a  resolute  and  darinu  adventure  to 

,  resign  it  as  a  child  doth  his  playthini;,  at  the  fint 

i  frown  of  fortune.    Please  to  alight,  nuhle  lody;  or 

I  ratlur  be  not  olfended  that  I  thus  lift  you  from  the 

I  scat,  and  place  you  on  the  gR'ensHard." 

I     As  he  s|>ok»',  Eveline  filt  herself  lifted  from  her 

:  palfrey,  and  |>laced  carefully  and  safely  on  the  ground, 

in  a  silting  noslnre.    A  moment  after,  the  same  at- 

I  remptory  valet  who  had  aided  her  to  dismount  Jii- 

robed  her  of  her  cap,  the  masterpiece  of  1) a ine  Gillian, 

and  of  her  upper  mantle.    "I  must  yet  further  rwjuire 

vou,"  said  the  bandit  leader,  "to  cr<<p  on  hands  and 

,  kne-'s  into  this  narrow  aperture.   Bidieve  me,  1  r«nel 

I  the  nature  of  the  Kin'.;ular  fortiticaiion  to  which  I 

commit  your  i»erson  for  safety." 

Eveline  trepi  fi*rwards  as  dirrctod,  c*.inceivinif  n^ 
sistance  to  be  of  no  avail,  and  ihinkiiii;  that  compb- 
ance  with  the  rf-qnt^l  of  one  who  Sjiokt^  like  a  person 
of  con<)f(|uenee,  iiii:;ht  find  her  proteeiion  a;;ainsttho 
unbridled  fwry  of  liio  UVlsh,  to  whi>m  she  was  ob- 
noxious, a<  Ik:!!::  the  cause  of  Gwi.iiwyn's  death, 
and  I  he  defeat  of  the  Britons  under  the  walls  of  the 
(innle  Doloun  use. 

She  crt^pi  then  forwanls  through  a  norrow  sad 
damp  paBsaL"\  built  on  either  side  with  roiiuli  stones, 
and  f*t}  low  that  she  could  not  have  enter.^ri  it  in  any 
other  posture.  When  she  had  procenled  about  two 
or  three  yanls,  the  passage  opened  into  a  concavity 
or  apartment,  hii;h  enou^h  to  permit  h--r  to  sit  at  bi^ 
easf.',  and  of  irr:  ioilar,  but  narrow,  dimensions.  At 
the  same  time  Avj  br-aiiiie  sensible,  from  the  noise 
which  she  lu>ard  bf;hiud  her,  that  the  riiflians  were 
stopping  up  the  passage  In'  which  she  had  been  thus 
introduced  into  the  bowefsof  the  earth.  Shecouhl 
distinctly  hear  the  clattering  of  stone  with  whieb 
they  closed  the  entrance,  and  she  In.'eame  senflblc 
that  the  current  of  fresh  air,  vvhich  had  rushed  thro' 
the  openinz,  was  gradually  failing,  and  that  the  at* 
mosphereof  the  subterranean  apartment  became  yet 
more  damp,  earthy,  and  oppressive,  than  at  first. 

At  this  monit^nt  came  a  distant  Found  from  with- 
out, in  which  Eveline  thought  she  could  distin^ish 
cries,  blows,  the  trampling  of  horse,  the  oaths,  shouts, 
and  screani>3  of  the  (\)mbatants,  but  all  deadened  by 
the  rude  walls  of  her  prison,  into  a  confus*.'ri  hollow 
murmur,  conveying  such  intelligence  to  her  ears  as 
we  may  suppose  the  dead  to  hear  from  the  world  they 
have  quitted. 

Influenced  by  desperation,  under  circumstances  so 

dreadful,    Eveline   struggled  for   liberty  with  such 

frantic  energj',  that  she  partly  eflectt^  her  piirpoM 

by  forcing  her  arms  from  the  nonds  which  ctmfined 

them.    But  this  only  convinced  her  of  iIk»  impossi 

biliiy  to  escape;  for,  rending  off  the  veil  which  wrapt 

her  head,  she  found  herself  in  total  darkm.'ss,  and 

lYinging  her  arms  hastily  around  her.  she  discovTfvd 

she  was  cooped  up  in  a  Bubtemuieun  cavern,  of 

very  nam>w  dimensions.    Her  hanils,  whi-'h  groped 

I  aroimd,  enco'intered,  only  pieces  <»f  decayed  mctaL 

I  and  a  suli."iance  which,  nt  another  loomont,  woyM 

I  have  made  her  shudder  being,  in  truth,  the  niojIJcr- 
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■g  itones  of  the  (\ea6.  At  prtnent,  nm  wen  this  cir- 
wmstnncc  could  add  to  her  fenrfi,  immured  ns  »hc 
Memed  to  be.  to  parish  byr  a  strant^e  and  t*ubterranc|in 
ieativ  while  ner  friends  and  deliverers  were  probnhiy 
iritliin  a  few  ynrde  of  hor.  She  Aunsj^  her  ariiiit  wildly 
iround  in  search  of  *onie  avenHe  of  M»capt\  hut  eyt-ry 
sflbrt  tihe  made  for  liberntin^  heraetlf  from  tbi!  ppitder- 
Bua  circiimvallation,  was  as  inetlectual  as  if  dhrectcd 
ifkinst  the  dom^  of  a  cathedral. 

The  nuiae  by  which  her  ears  were  at>first  assailed 
increased  rapidly,  and  at  one  moment  it  st^med  as  if 
the  covering  of  the  vault  under  which  she  lay  sounded 
repeatedly  to  blows,  or  the  shock  of  substances  which 
bad  fallen,  or  been  thrown,  OKainst  it.  It  was  impos- 
lible  that  a  human  brain  could  have  witlistoo<l  these 
terrors,  operating  upon  it  so  immcdiatdy ;  but  happily 
this  extremity  lasted  not  long.  Sounds,  more  hol- 
low, and  dying  away  in  distance,  argued  that  one  or 
Mher  of  the  parties  had  retreated ;  and  at  length  all 
ivas  eifeiit 

Eveline  was  now  left  to  the  undisturbed  coniem- 
l»Iation  of  her  own  disastrous  situation.  The  fight 
iras  over,  and,  as  circumstances  led  her  to  infer,  bur 
>wn  friends  were  cononerors}  for  otherwise  the  vic- 
tor would  have  relieved  her  from  her  place  of  confinc- 
nent,  and  carried  her  away  captive  with  him,  as  his 
irords  had  menacisd.  But  what  could  the  success  of 
ler  faithful  friends  and  followers  avail  Eveline,  who, 
jwnt  up  under  a  place  of  concealment  which,  what- 
srer  was  its  character,  must  have  escaped  their  ob- 
KTvation,  was  left  on  the  field  of  battle,  to  become 
iffain  the  pnze  of  the  enemy,  should  their  band  ven- 
ture to  return,  or  die  in  darkness  and  privation,  n 
ieath  as  hornd  as  ever  tyrant  invented,  or  martyr 
iinderwent,  and  which  the  unfortunate  young  lady 
Dould  not  even  bear  to  think  of  without  a  prayer  that 
bcr  a^ny  might  at  least  be  shortened. 

In  tins  hour  of  dread  she  recollected  the  poniard 
wh'wh  she  wore,  and  the  dark  thought  crosiHxl  her 
mind,  that,  when  life  became  hopele»t.  aapeedydealh 
iraa  at  least  within  her  reach.  As  her  soul  shu^l- 
dered  at  so  dreadful  an  alternative,  the  question  sud- 
denly occurred,  might  not  this  weapon  be  put  to  a 
more  hallowed  use,  and  aid  her  emancipation,  instead 
of  abridging  her  suftt'hngs  7 

ThiH  hope  once  adopted,  the  daughter  of  Raymond 
Berenger  hastened  to  prove  the  experiment,  and  by 
rcpeati^  efforts  succeeded,  ihoui^h  with  difficulty^  in 
coanil^ing  her  posture,  so  as  to  admit  of  her  inspectmg 
ber  place  of  confin"uu>nt  all  around,  but  particularly 
the  passage  by  which  she  Had  enterifl,  and  by  whicli 
■he  now  attempted  again  toreluin  to  the  light  of  day. 
She  crept  to  the  extremity,  and  found  it,  as  she  ex- 
pected, strongly  bIouk(>d  up  with  large  stones  and 
Forth,  rammed  ti)gethcr  in  suc^i  a  manner  as  nearly 
to  exlinguisli  all  hope  of  escapt'.  The  work,  however, 
had  been  hastily  ijerformed,  and  life  and  liberty  were 
prizes  to  stimulate  exertion.  With  her  poniard  she 
cleared  away  the  earth  and  sods— with  her  hands. 
Utile  accustomed  to  such  labour.  sh<;  removed  scvt^ral 
itones,  and  advanced  in  her  task  so  far  us  to  obtain 
■  glinituering  of  light,  and  what  was  scarce  less  pre- 
cioufl,  a  supfMy  of  pun  r  air.  Hut,  at  i\\^,  same  time, 
ilie  had  the  misfortune  to  ascertain,  that,  from  the 
liie  and  massivcness  of  a  huge  stone  which  clofii*d 
the  extremity  of  the  pabsage.  there  was  no  hop**  that 
bcr  unassisted  atrcngth  could  eflecl  her  exiricaiion. 
Vet  lur  condition  was  improved  by  the  admis'iion  of 
■ir  and  light,  as  well  as  by  the  opportunity  utlorded 
of  railing  out  for  assistance. 

Such  cries,  ind«;ed,  wen;  for  some  lime  uttered  in 
vain— the  field  had  probably  been  left  to  the  dead  and 
the  dying;  for  low  and  indistinct  groans  were  the 
oolv  answer  which  she  received  for  several  minutes. 
Alleiiglh,  as  she  repeated  her  exclamation,  a  voice, 
faint  as  that  of  one  just  awakened  from  q  swoon, 
pronouacvd  these  words  in  answer;— '^Edt  is  of  the 
Earthen  House,  dost  thou  call  fr«>m  thy  tomb  to  the 
wretch  who  just  hastens  to  his  own  II  -.Are  the  bf>unda- 
ries  broken  down  which  connect  me  with  the  livin;^? 
—.And  do  I,  already  hear,  with  tieslily  ears,  the  famt 
and  srreainin^  accents  of  the  dmd  T 

**  It  is  no  spirit  wh.>  speaks,"  replied  Eveline,  over- 
Joyed  ai  £iidiug  she  coiild  at  leaat  communicate  her 


existencA  to  a  living  person— "no  spirit,  but  a  most 
unhappy  maiden.  Kvelmc  Berenger  by  name,  immured 
benpHth  this  dark  vault,  and  in  danger  to  perish  hor- 
ribly, unless  Ood  send  me  ri'scur !" 

"  Kvclme  Btrenger  P'  excIniiiKd  he  whom  the  ad- 
drosscil,  in  thi*  accent»>  of  wonder.  "  It  is  impossible! 
—I  watched  her  green  mantle— I  wnichod  her  plumv 
bonnet  as  I  saw  her  hurried  from  the  field,  and  felt 
my  own  inability  to  follow  to  the  n-acue;  nor  did 
force  or  exertion  altogether  leave  me  till  the  woving 
of  the  robe  and  the  dancing  of  the  feathers  wore  lost 
to  Hiy  eyes,  and  all  hope  of  rescuii^  her  obandoned 
my  heart." 

Faiihfal  vassal,  or  right  true  friend,  or  courteous 
stranger,  whichsoever  I  inay  name  thee,"  answered 
Eveline,  "know  thou  hast  been  abused  by  llie  arti- 
fices of  these  Welsh  banditti— the  mantle  and  head- 
gear of  Eveline  Berenger  they  have  indeed  with  them, 
and  may  have  used  tht* m  to  mislead  those  tnie  friends, 
who,  like  thee,  are  anxious  for  my  fate.  Wherefore^ 
bnive  sir,  devise  some  succour,  if  thou  canst,  lor  thy- 
self and  me ;  since  I  dread  that  thest;  rufiians,  when 
they  shall  have  escaped  immediate  pursuit,  will  return 
hither,  like  the  robber  to  the  hooru  where  he  hasde- 
posiled  his  stolen  bi>otv." 

"  Now,  the  Holy  Virj^in  be  jpraiscd,"  said  the 
wounded  man,  "  that  I  can  spend  the  last  breath  of 
my  life  in  thy  just  and  honourable  service!  I  would 
not  b<.'fore  blow  my  bugle,  lest  I  recalled  from  the  pur- 
suit to  the  aid  of^my  worthless  self  some  of  those 
who  might  Ix;  effectually  engaged  in  thy  rescue;  may 
Heaven  grant  that  the  recall  may  now  be  heard ;  that 
my  eyes  may  yet  see  the  Lady  Eveline  in  safely  and 
liberty  I" 

The  words,  though  spoken  in  a  feeble  tone,  breathed 
a  spirit  of  enthusiasm,  and  were  followed  by  the  blast 
of  a  horn,  faintly  winded,  to  which  no  answer  was 
made  save  the  echoing  of  the  dell.  A  sharper  and 
louder  blast  was  then  sen(  forth,  but  sunk  so  sud- 
denly, that  It  seemed  the  brealh  of  him  who  sounded 
the  instrument  had  failed  in  the  eHort.— A  strange 
thought  crossed  Eveline's  mind  even  in  that  moment 
of  uncertainty  and  terror.  "That,"  she  said, '*  was 
the  note  of  a  De  Lacy— surely  you  cannot  be  my  gen- 
tle kinsman.  Sir  Damian !" 

"  I  am  that  unhupny  wretch,  deserving  of  death 
for  the  evil  care  which  I  have  taken  of  tlie  treasure 
intrusted  to  me.— What  was  my  business  lo  trust  to 
reports  and  messengers?  I  should  have  worshipped 
the  snint  who  was  commilted  to  niy  keeping,  with 
such  vigilance  as  avarice  bestows  on  the  dross  which 
he  calls  treasure—I  should  have  rested  nowhere,  save 
at  your  gate;  outwatched  the  brightest  stars  in  the 
horizon  ;  unsien  and  unknowti  myself,  I  should 
never  h:ive  parted  from  your  ni.'i2hbourho(kl ;  then 
had  you  nut  been  in  the  present  niingtr^  and— much 
less  important  consequence — thou,  Damian  dc  Lacy, 
had  not  tlllc>d  the  grave  of  a  forsworn  and  negligent 
caiiifT!" 

"Alas!  nobli!  Daniian,"  said  Eveline,  *'  break  not 
my  heart  by  blaming  yourself  for  an  imprudence 
wliich  is  altogether  my  own.  Thy  succour  was  ever 
near  when  1  iiiiiniHted  the  least  want  of  it;  and  it 
imbitters  my  own  misfortune  to  know  that  my  rash- 
ness has  been  the  cause  of  your  disaster.  Answer 
ine,  gi.'nile  kinsman,  and  give  me  lo  hope  that  the 
wounds  you  have  sufTiTcd  are  such  as  may  be  cured, 
—Alas !  how  much  of  your  blood  have  1  seen  spilled, 
and  what  a  fate  is  mine,  that  I  should  ever  bring  dis- 
tress on  all  for  whom  1  would  most  willingly'  sacri- 
fice my  own  happiness!— Bui  do  not  let  us  imbitler 
the  moments  given  us  in  nierc;y,  by  fruitless  repinings 
—Try  what  you  ran  to  atop  thine  ebbing  blood,  which 
is  so  dear  lo  England— to  Eveline— and  to  thine 
uncle!" 

Damian  groaned  as  she  s])oke,  and  was  silent  { 
while,  maddened  with  the  idea  that  he  might  be  piM- 
isliing  for  want  of  aid,  Eveline  reiieatnl  her  efforts  lo 
extricat'.'  herself  for  her  kinsman's  a.sHistaiice,  as  well 
as  her  nwn.  It  was  all  in  vain,  and  .sliti  had  ceased 
the  aiU'mj)t  in  despair ;  and  paKi>ing  from  one  hideous 
subject  or  terror  to  another,  bhc  sat  listening  with 
sharpened  ear,  for  the  dying  groan  of  Damian,  when 
—feeling  of  ecstasy !— the  ground  was  shakon  wuU 
26* 
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horeeB*  feel  ad  vnncinff  rapidly.  Yet  this  joyful  ftnind, 
if  derisive  of  life,  did  not  ■Miirc  her  ut*  iilierty— It 
might  be  the  banditti  of  the  niaunluin.s  reluming  tu 
seek  their  captive.  Even  then  thev  would  surely 
allow  her  leave  to  look  upon  and  bind  up  the  wounds 
of  Dainian  de  Laoy ;  for  to  k(*ep  hnn  as  a  carjtive 
inifflit  vantage  thtiu  more  in  many  d^reca,  than 
could  his  death.  A  horseman  caimf  up— Eveline 
invoked  his  assistance,  and  the  first  word  she  ht>ard 
was  an  exclamation  in  Flemish  from  the  faithful  Wil- 
kin FlummiH'k,  which  nothing  save  some  spectacle 
of  the  moat  unusual  kind  was  ever  known  to  compel 
from  that  phlej^matic  pi.-rson. 

His  presemuf!,  indeed,  was  particularly  useful  on 
this  occasion ;  for,  l>eimr  informed  by  the  Lady  Eve- 
line in  what  condition  slie  was  plaee'l,  and  implored 
at  the  snnio  time  to  look  to  the  situation  of  Sir  Da- 
mian  dc  Lacv,  he  b<ui;on.  with  admirable  composure 
and  s<jme  skill,  to  stop  the  wounds  of  the  one,  while 
his  attendants  collected  levers,  left  by  the  Welsh  as 
they  retreated,  and  were  ooon  ready  to  attempt  the 
liberation  of  Eveline.  With  much  caution,  and  under 
the  experienced  direction  of  Flam  mock,  die  stone 
was  at  length  so  much  raised,  that  the  Lady  Eveline 
was  visible,  to  the  deli^sfht  uf  all,  and  enpeiMally  oi  the 
faithful  Rose,  who,  regardless  of  the  risk  of  pers^inal 
harm,  fluttered  around  her  mistress's  place  of  con- 
finement, like  a  bird  robl>ed  of  ^er  nestlings  around 
the  cage  in  which  the  truant  urchin  has  imprisoniHl 
them.  Precaution  was  necessary  to  remove  the 
atone,  lest  falling  inwards  it  might  do  the  lady  injury. 

At  lem^th  the  rocky  fragment  was  so  much  dis- 
placed that  she  (xiuid  issue  forth  ;  while  htsr  people, 
as  in  hatred  of  the  coercion  which  she  had  sustained, 
ceasfvl  not  to  heave,  with  bar  nnd  lever,  till,  totally 
destroyin:*;  the  balance  of  the  heavy  mass,  it  tumid 
over  from  the  little  flat  on  which  it  had  been  placed 
at  the  mouth  of  the  subterranean  entrance,  and, 
acquiring  force  as  it  r^olved  down  a  steep  declivity, 
was  at  length  put  into  rapid  motion,  ami  rolled, 
craslied,  and  thundered,  down  the  hill,  amid  flashes 
of  fire  which  it  forced  from  the  rocks,  and  clouds  of 
smoke  and  dust,  until  it  alighted  in  the  channel  of 
a  brook,  where  it  broke  into  several  massive  frag- 
ments, with  a  noise  that  might  have  been  heard  some 
miles  off. 

With  garments  rent  and  soiled  through  the  vio- 
lence she  had  sustained  ;  with  dishevelled  hair,  and 
disordered  dress;  faint  from  the  stiflins  efPcct  of  her 
confinement,  and  exhausted  by  the  enbrts  she  had 
made  to  relieve  herself,  Eveline  did  not,  nevertheless, 
waste  a  sin:.;le  minute  in  considering  her  own  condi- 
tion ;  but  with  the  eagerness  of  a  sister  hastening 
to  the  assistance  of  an  only  brother,  betook  herself  to 
examine  the  several  severe  wounds  of  Damian  de 
Lacy,  and  to  use  proper  means  to  stanch  the  blood 
and  recall  him  from  (lis  swoon.  We  have  said  els^:- 
where,  that,  like  other  ladies  of  the  time,  Eveline 
was  not  altogether  unaciiuainted  with  the  mirgical 
an,  and  she  now  displayed  a  greater  share  of  know- 
\edee  than  she  had  been  thought  capable  of  exerting. 
There  was  prudence,  foresight,  and  tenderness,  m 
every  direction  which  she  gave,  and  the  softness  of 
the  female  sex;  with  their  officious  humanity,  ever 
ready  to  assist  m  alleviating  human  misery,  seemed 
ill  her  enhanced,  and  rendered  dignified,  by  the  saga- 
city of  a  strong  and  powerful  understanding.  After 
hearing  with  wonder  for  a  minute  or  two  the  prudent 
and  ready-witted  directions  of  her  mistress,  Rose 
seemed  at  once  to  recollect  that  the  patient  should 
not  be  \e[l  to  the  exclusive  care  of  the  I^ndy  Eveline, 
and  joining,  therefore,  in  the  task,  she  rendered  what 
assistance  she  could,  while  the  attendants  were  cm- 

1»loy(Ml  in  forming  a  litter,  on  which  the  wounded 
might  was  to  be  conveyed  to  the  castle  of  the  Garde 
l^oloureuse. 


CHAPTER  XXV. 
A  mnrrjr  pUce.  'tin  Haid.  in  day  of  yore  ; 
But  wmoUiinff  «U«  it  oow-Uie  place  i*  cutmA. 

WOROSWOBTH. 

Trb  place  on  whicii  the  skirmish  had  occurred,  and 
tlie  deiiverance  of  the  Lady  Eveline  had  been  effected. 


I  was  a  wild  and  singular  apof,  being  a  small  lei4 

'  phiin,  forming  a  sort  of  stage,  or  reatmg-plaoe,  b^ 

tweeii  two  very  n>ugh  paths,  one  i>f  which  wiixM 

i  up  the  rivulet  from  below,  and  another  continued  tiM 

I  ascent  above.    Being  surrounded  by  hills  and  woodi^ 

j  It  was  a  celebrated  spot  for  finding  gamcL  and,  in  fbr> 

I  mer  days,  a  Welsh  prince,  renowned  iur  nta  unive 

hospitality,  his  love  of  crio  and  of  the  chase,  L  __ 

i  erected  a  forest-lodge,  where  he  used  to  feast  ha 

friends  and  followers  with  a  profusion  unexamplad 

in  Cambria. 

The  fancy  of  the  bards,  always  captivated  wilh 
magnificence,  and  having  no  objections  to  the  pecs- 
liar  species  ot  profusion  practised  bv  this  poteiiist& 
gave  him  the  surname  ot  P<dris  of  the  Goblets;  ani 


celetfrated  him  in  their  ixies  in  terms  as  high  as  t 
which  e.\nlt  the  heroes  of  the  famous  Hirlas  Hon. 
The  subject  of  their  praises,  however,  fell  finally  t 
victim  tu  his  pro^ionsities,  having  b«en  stabbed  toifas 
heart  in  one  of  those  scenes  of  confusion  aiMi  dranlua* 
ness  which  were  fffquently  the  conclusion  of  his  is- 
nowned  banquets.  !Jhoi*ked  at  this  catastrophe,  da 
a.<fM(MnbIi>d  Britons  interreit  the  relics  of  the  Priosi 
on  the  place  where  he  had  d«ed,  within  the  nanov 
vault  where  Eveline  had  beirn  confined,  and  havni 
barricade  tiie  entrance  of  the  sepulchre  with  (ng- 
ments  ot  rock,  heaped  over  it  an  immense  cairn,  or 
pile  of  stones,  on  the  summit  of  which  they  put  the 
assassin  to  death.  Superstition  guarded  the  spoCi 
and  for  many  a  year  this  memorial  of  Bdris  remained 
un violated,  although  the  lodge  had  gone  to  roin,  and 
its  vestiges  had  totally  decayed. 

In  latter  years,  some  prowling  band  of  Welsh  rob- 
bers had  discovered  the  secret  entrance,  and  c^Miied 
it  with  the  view  of  ransacki.-ig  the  tomb  for  arms  and 
treasures,  which  were  in  ancient  times  often  buried 
with  the  dead.  These  marauders  were  disappoinlsd, 
and  obtained  nothing  by  the  violation  of  the  grave  o 
Edris,  excepting  the  knowledge  of  a  secret  places 
which  might  be  used  for  depositing  their  booty,  or 
even  as  a  place  of  retreat  for  one  of  their  nuraber  ia 
a  ca^e  of  emergency. 

When  the  followers  of  Damian,  five  or  six  in  mm- 
ber,  explained  their  part  of  the  history  of  the  dar  to 
Wilkin  Flummoi'k,  it  appeared  that  Damian  M 
ordered  them  to  horse  at  break  of  day,  with  a  man 
considerable  body,  to  act,  as  they  understood,  aspiinft 
a  party  of  insurgent  peasants,  when  of  a  midden  hi 
had  altered  his  mind,  and,  dividing  his  force  inio 
small  bands,  employed  himself  atid  them  in  rpcoo- 
noitring  more  than  one  mountain-pass  betwixt  WaJci 
and  the  Marches  of  »he  English  country,  in  d» 
nt;ighbourhood  of  the  Garde  Doloureuae. 

This  was  an  occupation  so  ordinary  for  him,  that  h 
excited  no  particular  notice.  These  nianoBuvres  wen 
frecjuently  undertaken  by  the  warlike  marchers,  for 
the  purpose  of  intimidating  the  Welsh  in  gefieral. 
inoi«  especially  the  bands  of  outlaws,  who,  inde- 
pendent of  any  regular  government,  infested  thooi 
wild  frontiers.  Yet  it  escaped  not  comment,  that, 
in  undertaking  such  service  at  this  moment,  Damian 
seemed  to  abandon  that  of  dispersing  the  insurgent^ 
which  hod  been  considered  as  the  chief  object  of  tl» 
day. 

It  was  about  noon,  when,  falling  in,  as  giMxi  fiv* 
tune  would  have  it,  with  one  of  the  fugitive  ^rooiue^ 
Damian  and  his  immediate  attendants  received  in- 
formation of  (he  violence  committed  on  the  Lady 
Eveline,  and,  by  their  pL>rfect  knowledge  of  the  coon- 
trv,  were  able  U)  intrrccitt  the  ruffians  at  the  Pass  of 
Edris,  as  it  was  called,  by  which  the  Welsh  roversordi- 
narily  returned  to  their  strongholds  in  the  interior.  Itis 
probable  that  the  banditti  werv  not  aware  of  the  small 
force  which  Damian  headed  in  person,  and  at  the 
same  time  knew  that  there  would  be  an  immediais 
and  hot  pursuit  in  their n>nr;  and  tliepc  cin^umstancoo 
led  their  leader  to  adopt  the  singular  expedient  o 
hiding  Eveline  in  the  tomb,  while  one  of  their  own 
number,  dressed  in  her  clothes,  might  serve  as  a  de- 
coy to  dec*eive  their  assailants,  and  load  them  from 
the  spot  where  she  was  really  conccalcti,  to  which  it 
was  no  doubt  the  purpose  of  the  banditti  to  rcttiin^ 
when  they  had  eluded  their  pursuers. 

Acconiiuely,  the  rubbers  iiad  already  drawn  op  l» 
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ni  the  tomb  for  the  purpose  of  resularly  retreatifvs, 
idtheyehould  find  •oine  wjiinbTe  place  eitlierfor 
ikiiiR  ■  stand,  or  where,  if  ovcriuaiched,  tlwy  iiiiKht, 
'  abandoning  their  horaea  and  dinperaing  among 
8  rocka,  evade  the  attack  of  the  Norman  cavalry. 
Mr  pUn  had  been  defeated  hy  the  precipitation  of 
uoian,  wfaoL  beholding  aa  he  thought  the  plumes 
ni  mantle  of  the  Lady  Eveline  in  the  rear  of  their 
ffty,  chsi|9Bd  them  without  coniiidehng  eiiher  the 
Ida  of  Bumbera,  or  the  liglitneaa  of  his  own  ar- 
oar,  whichf  consisting  only  of  a  headpiece  and  a 
rff  aurcoat,  ofiered  but  imperfect  resistance  to  the 
'elah  knives  and  glaives.  He  was  accordingly 
oanded  severely  at  the  onset,  and  would  have  been 
un,  but  for  the  exertions  of  his  few  followers,  and 
•  fears  of  the  Welsh,  that,  while  thua  continuing 
a  battle  in  front,  they  might  be  assaulted  in  the 
ir  by  the  followers  cm  Kveline.  whom  thcv  must 
m  suppose  were  all  in  arms  and  motion.  iTiey  re- 
gated,  therefore,  or  rather  fied,  and  the  attendants 
Daniian  were  despatched  after  them  by  their  fallen 
■Bier,  with  directions  to  let  no  consideration  induce 
em  to  leave  off  the  chase,  until  the  captive  Lady 
the  Garde  Doloureuae  was  delivered  from  her 


the  outlaws,  aecoro  in  their  knowledge  of  the 
fdis,  and  the  activity  of  their  small  Welsh  horses, 
ids  an  orderly  retreat,  with  the  exception  of  two 

three  of  then'  rearguard,  cut  down  by  Damian 
hb  lurioua  onset,    lliey  shot  arrows,  from  time 

time,  at  the  men-at-amia,  and  laughed  at  the  in- 
JKtuai  eflbrta  which  these  heavy-armed  warriors, 
iib  their  barbed  horses,  made  to  overtake  them. 
N  the  acene  was  changed  by  the  apiiearance  of 
Ikin  Flam  mock,  on  his  puissant  war-horse,  who 
M  beginning  to<oseend  the  pass,  leading  a  party 
•aisting  both  of  foot  and  horae.  The  fenr  of  being 
tficepted  cauaed  the  outlaws  to  have  nKX>urac  to 
or  last  stratagem,  and.  abandoning  their  Welsh 
fa,  they  betook  themselves  to  the  clitfa,  and,  by 
perior  activity  and  dexterity,  batHed,  generally 
eaking,  the  attempts  of  their  pursuers  on  either 
nd.  All  of  them,  however,  were  not  equallv  for- 
mic, for  two  or  three  fell  into  the  hands  of  Plani- 
Kk'a  party;  amongst  others,  the  penx)n  upon 
lom  Eveline's  clothes  had  been  placed,  and  who 
w,  10  the  great  diKappointment  of  thoK  who  had 
aciied  themselves  to  nis  pursuit,  proved  to  be,  not 
!  lady  whom  they  were  emulous  to  deliver,  bnt  a 
r-haired  young  Welshman,  whose  wild  looks,  and 
soherent  speech,  seemed  to  argue  a  disturbed  imagi- 
lion.  This  would  not  have  saved  him  from  imme- 
ite  death,  the  usual  doom  of  caprivea  taken  in 
:h  skirmishes,  had  not  the  faint  Mast  of  Daniinn's 
m,  sounding  from  above,  recalle<i  his  own  party, 
d  aummoned  that  of  Wilkin  Flammock^  to  the 
Jt:  while,  in  the  confusion  and  hurry  fif  their  obey- 
Moe  signal,  the  pity  or  the  contempt  of  his  guards 
Icrtd  tne  prisoner  to  t^cape.  They  had,  indet*d, 
de  to  learn  from  him,  even  had  he  l)e«'n  disposed  to 
le  intelligenci\  or  capable  of  communicating  it. 
I  were  well  assured  that  their  Indy  hud  fallen  into 

ambuscade,  formed  by  Dawfyd  the  One-eyed,  o  rc- 
4dM€d  freebooter  of  the  pc'riod,  who  hod  ventured 

00  this  hardy  enterprise  in  the  hope  of  obtaining 
large  ransom  from  the  captive  Eveline,  and  jBtlf, 
Mived  ai  his  extreme  insolence  and  oudocity, 
ivoted  Jia  head  and  limbs  to  |he  eagles  and  the 
fensL 

These  were  the  particulars  which  the  followers  of 
ItDUUOck  ana  of  Damian  learned  by  comparing 
Nea  with  each  other,  on  the  incidents  of  the  day. 

1  they  returned  by  the  Rtxl  Pool  ihey  were  j<iined 
r  Dame  Gillian,  who.  after  many  exclamations  of 
f  at  the  unexpected  liberation  of  her  la<iy,  and 
I  DWiiy  of  aorrow  at  the  unex[>ected  disaster  of 
imian,  proceud'^d  to  inform  the  mcn-at-anns,  that 
c  merchant,  whom*  hawks  had  be«>n  the  original 
oseuf  these  adventunii,  had  been  taken  prisoner 
I  two  or  three  of  the  Welsh  in  their  retreat,  and 
■I  she  herself  and  the  wounded  Raoul  would  have 
lami  the  same  fate,  bnt  that  they  had  no  horse  left 
OMHint  her  upon,  and  did  not  consider  ohl  Raoul  as 
urih  eiiher  m;Miii,  or  the  trouble  of  killing.    One 


had,  indeed,  flung  a  stone  at  him  aa  he  lay  on  the 
hillside^  but  happiTy,  ns  his  dame  said,  it  fell  sometl.ing 
short  o(  him—"  It  was  but  a  little  feduw  who  threw 
it,"  she  said— "there  was  a  big  man  amongst  them — 
if  he  had  tried,  it'a  like,  by  our  Lady's  grace,  he  had 
cast  it  a  thought  farther."  So  saying,  the  dame 
gathered  herself  up,  and  adjusted  ber  drsaa  for  again 
mounting  on  horseback. 

The  wound«l  Damian  was  placed  on  a  litter, 
hastily  constructed  of  boughs,  and,  with  the  females, 
was  placed  in  the  centre  of  the  little  troop,  augmented 
by  the  rest  of  the  young  knight's  followers,  who 
began  to  rejoin  his  standard.  The  united  body  now 
inarched  with  military  order  and  pRraution,  and 
winded  through  the  passes  with  the  attention  of  men 
prepared  to  meet  and  to  repel  injury. 
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What  f  fkir.  and  youDff,  ami  fHitliftil  tool 
A  miracic,  if  Una  be  tnM.— Wailkk. 

Rose,  by  nature  on«!  of  the  moat  disinterested  and 
afl(?ctionate  maidens  that  ever  breathed,  was  the  first 
who,  hastily  considering  the  peculior  condition  in 
which  her  lady  was  plaeed,  and  the  marked  degree 
of  restraint  which  had  hitherto  characterized  her  hi- 
tercourse  with  her  youthful  guanlian,  became  anxious 
to  know  how  the  wounded  knight  waa  to  be  dis})osed 
of;  and  when  she  came  to  Eveline's  side  for  the  pur- 
pose of  asking  this  important  question,  her  resolution 
well  nigh  failed  her. 

The  appearance  of  Eveline  was  indeed  such  as 
might  have  made  it  almost  cruelty  to  intnide  upon 
her  any  other  subject  of  anxious  consideration  than 
thoae  with  which  her  mind  had  liecn  so  lately  as- 
sailed, and  was  still  occupied.  Her  countenance  was 
as  pale  as  death  could  have  made  it,  unless  where  it 
was  specked  with  drops  of  blood ;  her  veil,  lom  and 
disordered,  was  soiled  with  dust  and  with  gore:  her 
hair,  wildlv  dishevelled,  fell  in  elf-locks  on  ner  brow 
and  shoulders,  and  a  single  broken  and  ragged 
feather,  which  was  all  that  remained  of  her  head-gear, 
had  been  twisted  among  her  tresses  and  still  Howea 
there,  as  if  in  mockery,  rather  than  ornament.  Her 
eyes  were  fixed  on  the  litter  where  Damian  was 
deposited,  and  she  rode  close  beside  it.  without  appa- 
rently wasting  a  thought  on  any  thing,  save  the 
danger  of  him  who  was  extended  there. 

Rose  plainly  saw  that  her  lady  was  under  feelings 
of  excitotion,  which  might  render  it  difficult  for  her  to 
lake  a  wise  and  prud(?nt  view  of  her  own  situatk>n. 
She  endeavoun<l  gradually  to  awaken  her  to  a  i 
of  it.  «'  Dearest  lad v,"  said  Roae,  "  will  it  pieasi 
to  take  my  mantle? ' 

"Torment  me  not,"  answered  Eveline,  whh  some 
sharpness  in  her  accent. 

"Indeed,  my  hidy,"  said  Dame  Gillian,  bustling  op 
as  one  who  feannl  ner  functions  as  a  mistress  of  the 
robes  might  be  interfer(>d  with— "  indeed,  my  ladv, 
Rose  Flammock  spi^akn  truth ;  and  neither  your  kirtle 
nor  your  gown  are  silting  a«  tirey  should  do;  and,  to 
speak  truth,  they  are  but  barely  decent.  And  so,  If 
Rose  will  turn  nerpelf,  and  put  her  hors(>  out  of  my 
way."  continue<l  the  tire-woman,  "  I  will  pul  your 
dress  in  better  onltr  in  the  slicking  in  of  a  bodkin, 
than  any  Fleming  of  them  all  could  do  in  twelve 
hours." 

"I  care  not  for  my  dress,"  replied  Eveline,  in  the 
same  manner  as  before. 

"Care  then  for  your  honour— for  your  fame,''  said 
Roae,  riding  close  to  her  mistn'ss,  and  whinpering  in 
her  ear;  "tliink,  and  that  hastily,  how  you  aretodis- 
poi*e  (»f  this  wounded  young  man." 

"To  the  castle,"  anxwen-d  Eveline  aloud,  aa  If 
scorning  the  afiuctaiion  of  secrecy ;  "  lead  to  the 
castle,  and  that  stroight  as  you  can. 

"  Why  not  rather  to  his  own  camphor  to  MalpasT' 
said  Rose^"  dearest  ladv,  believe,  it  will  be  for  the 
best." 

"Wherefore  not— wherefore  not?— wherefore  rot 
leave  him  on  the  wayskie  at  once  to  the  knife  of  im 
Welshman,  and  the  teeth  of  the  wolf  ?— Once— twice 
'three  times  has  he  been  my  preserver.   Where  i  no. 
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he  f>hall  go ;  nor  will  I  be  in  earety  mywlf  a  moment 
sooner  than  I  know  that  he  is  so. 

Kune  saw  that  she  could  make  no  impression  on 
her  mistress,  and  her  own  reflection  told  her  that  the 
wounded  man's  life  mi}{ht  ho  endangered  by  a  lonj;er 
transport ntion  thnn  was  absolutely  necessary.    An 
expedient  occurred  to  her,  by  which  she  imagined  this  I 
objection  niii^ht  be  obviated  ;  but  it  was  necess^ary  she 
should  consult  her  father.   iShe  struck  her  palfrey  with  | 
lier  ridin^-rxMl,  and  in  a  moment,  her  diininative,  i 
though  beautil'ul  figure,  and  her  spirited  little  jennet,  '■ 
were  by  the  side  of  the  gigantic  Fleming  and  nis  tall 
black  horse,  and  ridinji,  as  it  were,  m  their  vast 
shadow.    '*  My  dearest  father,"  said  Rose,  "  the  lady 
intends  that  Sir  Damiaa  be  transported  to  the  castle, 
where  it  is  like  he  may  be  a  long  sojourner;— what 
think  you  7— is  that  wholesome  counsel  ?" 

"  VVholesome  for  the  youtli,  surelv.  Roschcn," 
answered  the  Fleming,  **  biM»iuse  he  will  bettor  escape 
the  risk  of  a  fever." 

"True;  but  is  it  wise  lor  my  lady?"  continued 
Kose. 

"  Wise  enough,  if  she  deal  wisely.  But  wherefore 
shouldsl  thou  doubt  her,  Roschen  ?^' 

"1  know  not,"  said  Rose,  unwilhng  to  breathe  even 
to  her  father  the  fears  and  doubts  which  she  herself 
entertained ;  "  but  where  there  are  ovU  tongues,  there 
mav  be  evil  rchoarriing.  Sir  Damian  and  my  lady  are 
both  very  young— Meihinks  it  were  better,  dearest 
father,  would  you  offer  the  shelter  of  your  roof  to  the 
wounded  knight,  in  the  aiead  of  hia  being  carried  to 
the  castle." 

**  That  I  shall  not,  wench/'  answered  the  Fleming, 
hastily—"  that  I  shall  not.  if  I  may  help.  Norman 
shall  not  cross  my  quiet  threshold,  nor  Englishman 
neitJier,  to  mock  my  quiet  thrift,  and  consume  my 
substance.  Thou  dost  not  know  them,  because  thou 
art  ever  with  thy  lady,  and  hast  her  good  favour ;  but 
I  know  them  wdl ;  and  the  best  I  can  get  from  thein 
is  Lazy  Flanderkin,  and  Greedy  F'landerkin,  and 
Flemish  sot— I  thank  the  saints  they  cannot  say 
Coward  Flanderkin,  since  Gwenwyn  s  Welsh  up- 
roar." 

*'I  had  ever, thought,  my  father,"  answered  Rose, 
**  that  your  spirit  was  too  calm  to  regard  these  base 
calumnies.  Bethink  you  we  are  under  this  lady's  ban- 
ner, and  that  slie  has  been  my  loving  mistress,  and 
her  father  was  your  good  lord ;  to  the  Constable,  too, 
are  you  beholden^  for  enlarged  privileges.  Monov  may 
pay  debt,  but  kmdness  only  can  requite  kinones.^ ; 
and  I  forebode  that  vou  will  never  have  such  an  op- 
portunity to  do  kindness  to  the  houses  of  Bcrenger 
and  De  I*acy,  as  by  oooniiig  the  doors  of  your  house 
to  this  wounded  knight." 

The  doors  of  my  house  f  answered  the  Fleming— 
"do  I  know  how  long  I  may  call  that,  or  any  house 
upon  earth,  my  ownT  Alas,  my  daughter,  we  came 
hither  to  fly  from  the  rage  of  the  elementa,  but  who 
knows  how  soon  we  may  perish  by  the  wrath  of 
men !" 

"Vou  speak  strangely,  my  father,"  said  Rose;  "It 
holds  not^  with  your  solid  wisdom  to  augur  such 
general  evil  from  the  rash  enterprise  of  a  Welsh  out- 

" I  think  notof  the  One-eyed  robber,"  said  Wilkin ; 
** although  the  increase  and  audacity  of  such  robbers 
as  Dawfyd  is  no  good  sign  of  a  quiet  country.  But 
thou,  who  livest  within  yonder  walla,  hcarest  but 
little  of  what  passes  without,  and  your  estate  is  less 
anxious ;— you  h<id  known  nothing  of  the  news  from 
me,  unless  in  case  I  had  found  it  necessary  to  remove 
to  another  country." 

**To  remove,  my  dearest  father,  from  the  land 
tvhcre  your  thrift  and  industry  have  gained  you  an 
honourable  competency  T' 

"  Ay,  and  where  the  hunaer  of  wicked  men,  who 
envy  me  the  produce  of  my  thrift,  may  likely  bring  me 
to  a  dishonourable  death.  There  have  be^'n  tumults 
among  the  English  rabble  in  more  than  one  county, 
and  their  wrath  is  directed  against  thos<>of  our  nation, 
as  if  we  were  Jews  or  heathens,  and  not  butter  Chris- 
tians and  better  men  thnn  themsi'lves.  They  have,  at 
York,  Bristol,  and  elsewhere,  sacked  the  houses  of 
tab  Flemings,  spoiled  their  goodi^  misuied  their  fami- 


lies, and  murdered  themselves.— And  «h;1~tin 
that  we  have  brought  among  them  ibe skill  ind  m 
industry  which  they  powcssed  not;  and  hteum 
wealth,  which  ihey  would  never  else  have  vn'm 
Britain,  was  the  reward  of  our  art  and  ourtoil.  itoi 
chen,  this  evil  spirit  is  spreading  wider  daily.  HcRit 
an^  more  safe  than  elsewhere,  becaocewe  fmit 
culony  of  some  numbers  and  strength.  But  I  cosfifc 
not  in  our  neighbours ;  and  hadst  not  thou,  Baim.  Ua 
in  s^H^urity,  I  would  long  ere  this  havegiveoupu,M 
left  Briiam." 

*'  Given  up  all,  and  left  Britain  l"-The  mk 
sounded  prodigious  in  the  ears  of  bis  dauciit(i;ib 
knew  better  than  any  one  how  successful  btrUt 
had  been  in  his  industry,  and  how  unlikely  ositf 
his  firm  and  sedate  temper  was  to  abandoa  kai* 
and  present  advantages  fur  the  dread  of  diMuifl' 
contingent  peril  At  length  she  replied,  '^If  raokk 
your  peril,  my  father,  methinks  your  bouse  aodiMi 
cannot  have  a  better  protection  than  the  pRsenufl, 
this  noble  knight.  W'here  lives  the  man  vbo  km 
aught  of  violence  against  the  house  which  huka. 
Damian  de  Lacy  ?" 

"  I  know  not  that,"  said  the  Fleming,  b  tbei 
composed  and  steady,  but  ominous  lone— "Mav  1 
ven  forgive  it  me,  i/  it  be  sin  !  but  I  see  litiie 
folly  in  these  Crusades,  which  the  priesthuod  tal 
preached  up  so  successfully.    Here  has  the  CoiaWJ 
Been  absent  for  nearly  three  years,  and  no  eeM 
tidings  of  his  life  or  death,  victory  or  ddciL  1 
marched  from  hence,  as  if  he  meant  not  todiawkt 
die  or  sheathe  sword  until  the  Holy  SepukhrtH 
won  from  the  Saracens,  yet  we  can  hear«iia» 
certainty  whether  even  a  hamlet  has  been  ukenM 
the  Saracens.    In  the  mean  while,  the  people  f 
are  at  home  grow  discontented ;  their  iurai,  witij  ^ 
better  part  of  their  followers  are. in  Paleaune-M 
or  alive  we  scarcely  know ;  the  people  thenvvlw^ 
oppressed  »nd  flayed  by  stewanls  and  deputies.  «MI 
yoke  is  neither  so  light  nor  so  lightly  endund  ^v\ 
of  the  actual  lord.    The  comnioni^  who  nauaU 
hare  the  knights  and  gentry,  think  it  no  badtmli 
make  some  head  against  them— ay,  and  then  be iW 
of  noble  blood  who  would  not  care  to  be  tbtir  MM 
era.  that  they  may  have  their  share  in  the  "PtHM^ 
foreign  expeditions  and  |)rofligate  habits  have  MM 
many  poor;  and  he  that  is  poor  will  inunler  bis  UHK. 
for  money.    1  ha  le  poor  (>euple ;  and  I  would  the  My" 
hnd  every  man  who  cannot  keep  himself  by  tbeav 
of  his  own  hand  !"  .  .  . . ' 

The  Fleming  concluded,  with  thischaracietttucjg 
prec^tion,  a  speech  which  gave  Rose  a  more  niMI 
view  of  the  state  of  England,  than,  abut  np am 
was  within  the  Garde  Doloureusc^ she  had  befateW" 
an  opportunity  of  learning.  *'  Surely,"  she  tmr 
"surely  these  violences  of  which  you  speak  utm 
to  be  (ireadod  by  those  who  live  under  the  baaMfl 
De  Lacy  and  of^Berenger  7"  ^^. 

"  Berenzcr  subsists  but  in  name,"  answered  vm 
FlammocK,  "and  Damian,  thotigh  a  brave  }«■% 
hath  not  his  uncle's  ascendency  of  chaiacttf  v 
authority.  His  men  also  complain  that  tbeyiv 
harassed  with  the  duty  of  watching  for  protccMa 
a  castle,  in  itself  iinpn^gnable,  and  sufficienlly  ^ 
risoncd,  and  that  they  lose  all  opfxirtunity  of  hooflj 
able  enterprise,  as^  they  call  it— that  ia,  of  fi*»»  J 
spoil— in  this  inactive  and  inglorious  mannerof* 
They  say  that  Damian  the  Beardless  was  a  ra"M! 
that  Damian  with  the  moustache  ia  nobettrfiWi 
woman ;  and  that  age,  which  has  darkened  hiii^ 
lip,  hath  at  the  same  time  blenched  his  coun^^ 
.\nd  they  say  more,  which  were  bat  weansMBil 
tell." 

"  Nay,  but,  let  me  know  what  they  soy;  WJJ 
know  it,  for  Heaven's  sake  f  answered  Bxm,  ■■ 
concern,  as  it  must  concern,  my  dear  lady.    ^^^ 

"  Even  so,  Roschen,"  answejvd  Wilkui.  jjf 
are  mi^riv  nnmn]?  thp  N'onnnn  nrinn.Bf-snnf  VWa^ 
over  t 

love  Vtiiii   iiin   uiiL'it}  n   uciruiiicm    uiiuc  ■  <, 

they  correspond  together  by  art  magic.  ^^^ 

By  art  magic,  indeed,  it  must  be,**  ■•".'aj 
smiling  scornfully,  "for  by  no  earthly  raesMttoM 
correspond,  as  I,  for  one,  cao  bear  wiumHi 


i  many  among  the  Norman  men-at-armf  ww?^ 
er  their  wine  cups,  how  that  Damiaa  de  ^J  J2 
re  with  his  uncle's  betrothed  bride:  ay,  *od  ■■ 
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t  magic,  accordingly,  they  iinpiite  if,"  quoth 
laniiiiock,  *'that  ao  soon  as  ever  my  lady 
ind  the  portal  of  her  rasile,  D<»  Lacy  is  in  the 
ilh  a  (tarty  of  hi:*  cr  vnlry,  though  they  are 
r  certain  that  he  hnri  received  no  ineawnger, 
other  ordinary  notice  of  her  purpose;  nor 
f  ever,  on  such  occnsionsj  ncourod  thepR8&>?s 
the\'  have  seen  or  heard  ol  uiy  Lady  Evehne's 
t»d." 

has  not  escaped  me,"  said  Rose ;  "  and  my 
ex|>res8ed  henteil'  even  d:^iensed  at  the 
whi«^h  Damian  displavpd  in  procuring:;  a 
^  of  her  motions,  ns  well  as  nt  the  officious 
ity  with  which  he  has  attended  Bn(|  guarded 
*o-d«y  has,  however,  shown,"  she  continued, 
urigiionce  may  serve  a  good  purpose;  and  as 
ir  met  upon  these  occasions,  but  continued 
iifianoe  as  exchided  even  the  possihiUiy  of 
io^  methinks  they  might  have  escaped  the 
if  the  most  suspicious." 
iy  daughter  Rosciien,"  replied  Wilkin,  "  hut 
ible  even  to  drive  caution  so  far  as  to  excite 
.  Why,  say  the  men-at-arms,  should  these 
rve  such  constant,  yet  such  guarded  intelli- 
b  one  another?  Why  should  their  approach 
ir.  and  why,  vet,  should  they  never  meet  ? 
ad  been  nien'ly  tiie  nephew  and  the  uncle's 
y  must  have  had  interviews  avowudly  and 
•nd,  on  the  other  hand,  if  ihey  be  two  secret 
pre  is  reason  to  believe  that  they  do  find  their 
■le  places  of  meeting,  though  they  have  art 
to  concf  ai  them." 

f  word  that  ^ou  spcnk.  my  father,"  replied 
ouH  Rose,  "increasoti  the  absolute  necessity 
receive  this  wounded  youth  into  your  housi>. 
lis  you  dread  ever  so  gnat,  yjjt,  may  you  rely 
hat  they  canjiot  be  nuguiented  by  admitting 
I  a  few  of  his  fjiithful  fr>llower8. 
one  follower,"  said  the  Fleming  hastily, 
I  hccf-fed  knave  of  them,  save  the  page  that 
bim,  and  the  doctor  that  ia  to  attempt  his 

may  offer  the  shelter  of  your  roof  to  these 
least  1"  answered  Rose. 
I  thou  will,  do  as  thou  will^"  said  thcdoating 
*  By  my  faith,  Ropchen,  it  is  well  for  thee 
:iienseand  niodi^rntion  in  askmg,  since  I  am 
ily  prompt  in  gnintinK.  I'iiis  i»  one  of  your 
>w,  of  honour  or  generosity— but  coinincnd 
idtrnce and  honifiy.— Ah  !  Ro!*e.  Kob^\  those 
ki  do  whni  is  Uuttr  than  goiNl,  sometimes 
lut  what  is  worse  than  bad  !— Rut  1  think  I 
quit  of  the  trouble  for  the  fear;  and  that 
-ec-S  who  is  Willi  rtvernnre,  something  of  a 
irant.  will  stand  stoutly  for  the  chivalrous 
of  lodging  her  knight  in  her  own  bower,  and 
lim  m  perti%)r.." 
miin^  pnjphesi(>d  true.    Rose  had  no  sooner 

proiiusal  to  Eveline,  that  the  woundi'd  Da- 
uld  be  left  at  her  father's  house  for  his  reco- 
1  her  mistress  briefly  and  positively  rejected 
sal.  "  He  has  btt.n  my  prtserver,  she  saki, 
here  he  one  b«*ing  lift  tor  whom  the  icaies  of 
B  Dok>iireusc  should  of  tluinaelves  Ay  open, 
iininn  do  I.nr.y.  Nny,  dniniM'l,  look  not  upon 
that  suepicioiM  ond  yet  sorrowful  conn te- 
liey  that  are  beytiiid  disguise,  my  girl,  eon- 
i|>icion^It  is  to  Hixl  and  Our  Lady  that  I 
wer.  and  to  thtni  uiy  lN)^om  lies  open!" 
mcit<led  in  silence  lo  iht*  castle  gate,  when 
Eveline  iBsuc>d  htroiders  that  her  (luardian. 
iihatieally  lermui  Damian.  should  belodgitl 
ner's  apnrtim'nt ;  unri,  with  the  pnidence  of 
anced  age  she  gave  the  iiLtiesKury  directions 
vptiiin  and  accommodation  of  his  followers, 
•rniiitfiiiwntB  whicli  such  an  accession  oi^ 
liiirLvi  in  the  fortrehs.  All  this  she  did  with 
81  ciimposure  and  presence  of  mind,  even 
■  altered  or  arranged  her  own  disordered 

r  «tep  still  remained  to  I»e  taken.  She  has- 
the  Chaixl  of  the  Virgin,  and  prostrating 
lore  \wr  divitu^  protectress,  returned  liiank.H 
uonJ  dt^verauct^  and  iiuplorml  Iwi  euidancH  i 


j  and  direction,  and,  through  her  intercemion,  that  of 
j  Almighty  God,  for  the  disposal  and  regulation  of  her 
conduct.  "  Thou  knowesi,"  she  said,  "  that  from  no 
eonfuience  in  my  own  strength,  have  1  thrust  myscOf 
into  danger.  O  make  me  strong  where  Iain  most 
weak— Let  not  my  gratitude  and  my  compassion  be 
a  snare  to  me;  and  while  1  strive  to  discharge  tlie 
duties  which  thankfulness  imposi's  on  iiie.  save  me 
from  the  evil  fongiNfs  of  men— and  save— O  save  me 
from  the  insidious  devices  of  my  own  heart !" 

She  then  lold  her  rosary  with  devout  fervour,  and, 
retiring  from  the  chapel  to  her  own  apartment,  sum- 
moneu  her  women  to  adjust  her  dress,  and  remove  the 
external  appearance  of  the  violence  to  which  she  had 
been  ao  lately  subjected. 


CHAPTER  XXVIL 

JWte. GenUe  dir. 

You  are  our  captive— bat  we'll  me  yoa  m, 
That  yim  tfliall  tlnnk  yuur  pi icoo-joy«  may  match 
WlmK^'er  yuur  lilicrty  liatli  known  uf  pltAwn. 

Roderick.  No,  fairott,  we  liave  trifled  here  too  lonf  { 
And,  linn'rin?  to  lee  yoarro«ea  blonum, 
I've  let  my  lauralt  wither.— CM  Ftey. 

Arbattd  in  garments  of  a  mourning  colour,  and  of 
a  fashion  more  matronly  than  perhaps  altogether  be- 
Htted  her  youth— plain  to  an  extremity,  ancTdevoid  of 
all  ornament,  save  her  rosary— Eveline  now  pertbrmed 
the  duty  of  waiiiiig  upon  her  wounded  deliverer;  a 
duty  which  the  etiquette  of  the  time  not  only  permit- 
ted but  peremptonly  enjoined.  She  was  attended  by 
Rose  aiid  Daine  Gillian.  Margery,  whose  element 
wns  a  sick-chamber,  had  been  already  despatched  to 
thai  of  the  young  knight,  to  attend  to  whatever  hia 
condition  might  rt«iuirc. 

Eveline  entered  the  room  with  a  light  step,  aa  if  iiih* 
willing  to  disturb  the  patient.  She  paused  at  the 
door,  and  cast  her  eyes  around  her.  It  had  been  her 
father's  chamber;  nor  had  she  entered  it  since  his 
violent  death.  Around  the  walls  hung  a  part  of  his 
armour  and  weapona,  with  hawking-glovea,  hunting- 
l^oles,  and  other  instruments  of  silvan  sport.  These 
relics  brought  aa  it  were  in  living  form  before  her,  the 
stately  preitcnce  of  old  Sir  Raymond.  "Frown  not, 
my  father,"— her  lips  formed  the  words,  though  her 
voice  did  not  utter  them— "frown  not— Evelina  will 
nev<rr  l)e  unworthy  of  thee." 

Father  Aldrovand,  and  Amelot,  the  page  of  Damian, 
were  seated  by  the  bedside.  Tliey  rose  aa  Lady  Eve- 
line entcTed  ;  and  the  first,  who  meddled  a  little  with 
the  healing  art,  saki  to  Eveline,  "  that  the  knight  had 
slumbered  for  some  time,  and  waa  now  about  to 
owake." 

Amelot  at  the  same  time  came  forward,  and  in  a 
hasty  and  low  voice,  begged  that  the  chamber  might  be 
kept  ouiet,  and  tlie  spectators  requested  to  retire.  "My 
lord,*  he  said,  "  ever  since  his  illneas  at  Gloucester,  ia 
ant  to  speak  something  wildly  as  he  awakes  from 
sleep,  and  will  be  displeased  with  me  should  I  permit 
any  one  to  be  near  him." 

Eveline  accordingly  caused  her  women  and  the 
monk  to  retire  into  the  anteroom,  while  she  hersc^ 
remained  standing  by  the  door-communication  which 
connected  (he  apariiiienta,  and  heard  Damian  men- 
lion  her  name  aa  he  turned  himself  painfully  on  hia 
couch.  "  Is  she  safe  and  unharmed  ?"  was  liia  flrat 
question,  and  it  was  asked  with  an  eagerness  which 
intimated  Ikiw  far  it  preceded  ail  other  consideraiiona. 
—When  Amelot  reptivii  in  the  affirmative,  he  sighed, 
as  one  whose  bosom  is  relieved  from  some  weighty 
load,  and,  in  a  le«s  animated  voice,  asked  of  the  pam 
where  they  were.  "This  apartment,"  he  said,  "  wiU\ 
its  furniture,  are  all  strange  to  me." 

"My  dear  master.'*  said  Amelot,  **you  are  at  pie- 
srni  too  weak  to  ask  queaiiona  and  receive  explanft^ 
lions." 

"  Be  I  where  I  will,"  said  Damian.  as  if  reooveriiiff 
liis  recollection,  "  I  am  not  m  theptoeu  where  my  duty 
calls  me.  Ttl!  my  trumpets  to  sound  to  horse— to 
horHe,  and  let  Ralph  Gunvil  curry  my  banner.  To 
horsf.—- to  horse!— we  have  not  a  moment  lo  ioae.*' 

1'he  wounded  knight  made  aome  etlbrt  to  nM 
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which,  in  his  state  of  weakness,  Amelot  was  easily 
aUe  to  frustrate.  "Thou  arc  right,'*  he  said,  ss  he 
sunk  back  into  his  reclining  posture—*"  thou  art  ri^du 
— I  am  weak— but  why  should  stren{;th  remain  when 
honour  is  lost  7" 

The  unhappy  young[  man  eovered  his  face  K^th  his 
bands,  and  groaned  m  agony,  which  seemed  more 
that  of  the  mind  than  of  the  body.  Lady  Eveline 
approached  his  bedside  with  unaasured  aieM,  fearing 
she  knew  not  what,  yet  earnest  to  testify  the  inten«t 
which  she  felt  in  the  distresses  of  the  sufferer.,  Da- 
mian  looked  up  and  beheld  her,  and  again  hid  his  face 
with  his  hands. 

"  What  means  chis  strange  passion.  Sir  Knight?" 
said  Kvelini^  with  a  voice  which,  at  first  weak  and 
trembiin!;,  gradually  obtained  steadiness  and  compo- 
sure. "  Ou^t  it  to  grieve  you  so  much,  sworn  as  you 
are  to  (he  duties  of  chivalry,  that  Heaven  hath  twice 
made  you  its  instrument  to  save  the  unfortunate  Eve- 
line Berengerl" 

*'0  no,  no!"  he  exclaimed  with  rapidity^  "since 
you  are  saved,  all  is  well— but  time  presses— it  is  ne- 
cessary I  should  presently  depart— nowhere  ought  I 
now  10  tnrry— least  of  all,  within  this  castle— Once 
mor&  Amelot,  let  them  get  to  horse !" 

"Nay,  my  good  lord,"  said  the  damsel,  "this  must 
not  be.  As  vour  ward,  I  cannot  let  my  guaniian  part 
thus  suddenly— as  a  physician,  I  cannot  allow  my 
patient  to  destroy  himself— It  is  impossible  that  you 
ean  brook  the  saddle." 

"  A  litter— a  bier— a  cart,  to  drag  forth  the  disho- 
noured knight  and  traitor— all  were  too  good  for  me— 
a  coftin  were  best  of  all!— But  see.  Amelot,  that  it  be 
framed  like  that  of  the  meanest  cnurl— no  spurs  dis- 
played on  the  pall— no  shield  with  the  ancient  ooat  of 
the  De  Lacvs— no  helmet  with  their  knightly  crest 
must  deck  the  hearse  of  him  whose  name  is  disho- 
noured !" 

"Is  his  brain  unsettled  1"  said  Eveline,  kwking 
with  terror  from  the  wounded  man  to  his  attendant ; 
"  or  is  there  some  dreadful  mvstery  in  these  broken 
words  ?— If  s^  speak  it  forth  \  and  if  it  may  be 
amended  by  life  or  goods,  my  dehverer  will  sustain  no 
wrong." 

Amelot  regarded  her  with  a  dejected  and  melancholy 
air,  shook  bis  head,  and  looked  down  on  his  master 
with  a  countenance  which  seefned  to  express,  that 
the  questions  which  she  asked  could  not  be  prudently 
answered  in  Sir  Dainian's  presence.  *  The  Lady  Eve- 
line, observing  this  gesture,  stepped  back  into  the 
outer  apartment,  and  made  Amelot  a  sign  to  follow 
her.  Ho  obeyed,  after  a  glance  at  his  master,  who 
remained  in  thi:  same  disconsolate  posture  as  formerly, 
with  his  hands  crossed  over  his  eyes,  like  one  who 
wished  to  exclude  the  light,  and  all  which  the  light 
made  visible. 

^  When  .\mclot  was  in  the  wardrobe,  Eveline,  making 
■igns  to  her  attendants  to  keep  at  such  diatsnoe  as 
the  room  permitted,  uiiestionea  him  closely  on  the 
cause  of  his  master's  desperate  expression  of  sorrow 
and  remorse.  "  Thou  knowef^t,"  she  said,  "  thst  I  am 
bound  to  succour  thy  lord,  if  I  mav,  both  from  grati- 
tude, as  one  whom  ne  hath  served  to  the  peril  of  his 
Ufe--and  also  from  kinsmanship.  Tell  me,  therefore, 
in  what  case  he  stands,  that  I  may  help  him  if  I  can- 
that  is,"  »he  added,  her  pale  cheeks  deeply  colouring, 
"if  thecnu«e  of  his  distress  be  fittini^for  me  to  hear.'' 

The  pngL*  bowed  low,  yet  showed  such  embarrass- 
ment when  he  bejgun  to  speak,  as  pnxluocd  a  cor- 
responding degree  of  confusion  in  the  Ladv  Eveline, 
who,  nevertheless,  urged  him  as  bt-fore  ''to  spenk 
without  scruple  or  delay —so  that  the  tenor  of  his  dis- 
course was  fitting  for  her  ears." 

"  Believe  me,  noble  lady,"  said  Amelot,  "  yourcom- 
marids  had  been  instantfy  obeved,  but  that  I  fear  my 
master's  displeasure  if  I  talk  of  his  affairs  without  hi** 
warrant ;  nevertheless,  on  your  coniniand,  whom  I 
icnow  he  honours  above  all  earthly  beings,  I  will  speak 
thus  far,  that,  if  his  life  be  safe  from  the  wounds  h'.- 
has  received,  his  honour  and  worship  may  be.in  great 
danger,  if  it  please  not  Heaven  to  send  a  remedy." 

"  speak  on,"  said  Eveline ;  "  and  be  assured  you 
will  do  Sir  Damian  de  Lacy  no  pngudice  by  the  con- 
fldenoe  you  may  rest  ia  me?* 


Amdstj  ■ 

Mdtlitl^ 

-iriey  say— that— in  short,  thatnyM 
ssess  the  lands  in  his  proper  ngksw 
»  his  uncle's  administrator;  ndAiJi 


fOuKlXllfc 

"  I  well  believe  it,  lady,"  said  the  page.  '^Kmi^ 
then,  if  it  be  not  already  known  to  yoo,  tbt  Al 
clowns  and  rabble,  who  have  taken  arms  aguiM^ 
nobles  in  the  west,  pretend  to  be  favoured  ia  ibm^ 
surreciion,  not  only  by  Randal  Lacy,  botbf  nq^aai 
ter.  Sir  Damian." 

They  lie  that  dare  change  him  with  sock 
treason  to  his  own  blood,  as  vvell  is  10  his 
replied  Eveline. 

"  Well  do  I  believe  (hey  lie."  said  Arndst; 
this  hiiidera  not  their  falsehoods  from  ' 
by  those  who  know  him  less  inwardly.  _ 

one  runaway  from  our  troop  have  joined  thitnUb 
ment,  and  that  gives  some  credit  to  the  scaadaL  Jw 
then  they  say— lliey  '^"     - -*^  — -'^ 

ter  longs  to  possess 

ho  occupies  as  his  \ , _^ 

the  old  Constable— I  cnve  your  pardon,  Dafaw 
should  return  from  Palestine,  ne  should  fijiaitdii4 
to  obtain  pos**ession  of  his  own  again."  . 

"  The  sordid  wretches  judge  of  others  by  tluirMI 
base  minds,  and  conceive  those  temputioni  Mfi^ 
crful  for  men  of  worth,  which  they  are  ihesiid 
conscious  they  would  be  unable  to  resist,  bt 
the  insurgents  then  so  insolent  and  aopownfill 
have  heard  of  their  violences,  but  only  as  if  il 
been  some  popular  tumult." 

*'  We  had  notice  last  night  that  they  haw 
together  in  great  force^  and  besieged  or  bb 
\ViId  Wenlock,  with  his  men-at-arms,  ia  • 
about  ten  miles  hence.  He  hath  sent  lo  nsf  i 
as  his  kinsman  and  companion-at-amis,  to 
his  assistance.  We  were  on  horseback  this 
to  march  to  the  rescue— when" • 

He  paused,  and  seemed  unwilling  to  pmmim' 
line  caught  at  the  word.  "  When  ye  heaid  ajt. 
danger?"  she  said.  "I  vrouM  ye  had  rather baaw 
my  death!"  s 

^'  Surely,  noble  lady."  said  the  page,  with  m^ 
fixc?d  on  the  ground,  nothing  but  so  stroof  iMil 
could  have  made  my  master  halt  his  troop,  ud^' 
the  better  part  of  them  to  the  W^elsh  mountiiiii^aBi 
his  countryman's  distress,  and  the  ooramaDdiilBi 
King's  Lieutenant,  so  peremptorily  ^anaMm] 
presence  elsewhere."  .  j 

"I  knew  it,"  she  said—"  I  knew  I  was  boiiiW|, 
his  destruction !  yet  mcthinks  this  is  wonr  ■■I , 
dreamed  of,  when  the  worst  was  in  my  thoa^j 
feared  to  occasion  his  death,  not  his  kws  «  M 
For  Grod's  sake,  young  Amelot.  do  what  t 
and  that  without  Ioks  of  time  I  Get  lb« 
way  to  horse,  and  join  to  thy  own  men  n  W 
as  thou  canst  gather  of  mine— Go— fide,  of  ■• 
youth— show  thy  master's  banner,  and  let  ••JJ 
that  his  forces  and  his  heart  are  with  lheiB,iMp 
his  person  be  absent.  Haste,  hasten  fiir  ths  otf  ■ 
precious  I" 

•'But  the  safety  of  this  castle— Bnt  |wr^*g 
safety r'  said  the  page.  "God  knows  howsiMV 
I  would  do  aucht  to  save  his  fame  I  Bull  kaevv 
master's  moon ;  and  were  you  to  suffer  by  oifk^J 
the  Ganle  Dolourctise,  even  although  I  weie.w*i 
him  lands,  life,  and  honour,  by  my  doing  sai^jj 
be  more  like  to  taste  of  his  dagger,  than  of  Uih^ 
or  bounty."  ..  ^ 

"  Go,  nevertheless,  di»ar  Amelot."  said  she;  ^" 
what  force  thou  canst  mnke,  and  begone." 

"  Vou  spur  a  willing  horsp,  madam,"  •■"**"B 
springing  to  his  feet ;  "and  in  the  conditisoalw 
mast'.T.  I  see  nothing  better  than  that  hii  *•■ 
should  be  displayed  against  these  churls." 

"To  arms,  then,"  saiil  Eveline,  hasiiljr;  "Jjjj 
and  win  thy  spurs.  Bring  me  assunooe  Wtli 
mnMer's  honour  is  ssife,  and  I  will  myself  bacUtJB 
on  thy  heels.  Here— take  this  bleated  msaif-**.' 
on  thy  crest,  and 
Ganie  Dolou  reuse, 
with  thee  in  the  hour  of  conflict.  . 

She  had  scarcely  ended,  ere  Amelot  flew  fhiM  ■ 
presence,  and  suintnoning  together  such  honeMV 
could  assemble,  both  of  his  mastsr'a,  and  ofihflMW 
longing  to  the  castle,  there  were  aoon  iixty  €mf 
mountdl  in  the  court-yard.   ,  .   ^ 

But  alibouah  the  page  was  thiit  fiur  rmiUT  M« 


i:«  siiiiT,  aiiu  1  'Will  liiyoni  mwi^qrih 

lere— take  this  bleated  waart**?!! 
I  be  the  thought  of  the  Xlnpi  ■  * 
tse,  that  never  foiled  awMaryt^i^ 
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•I  when  the  soldiers  heard  they  were  to  ffo  forth  on 
^iinnouB  expedition,  with  no  more  experienced 
man  than  a  youth  of  fifteen,  they  showed  a  dcrcided 
Nctanee  to  move  from  the  castle.  The  old  soldiers 
'  l)e  Lacy  said,  Damian  himself  was  almost  too 
vthful  to  command  them,  nnd  had  no  riKht  to  dele- 
itehtf  authoritv  to  a  mere  boy ;  while  the  followers 
'  BermM'  said,  their  mistress  mij^ht  be  satisfied 
ilh  her  deliverance  of  the,  morning  without  tr>'inx 
itbrr  dangerous  conclusions  by  diminishing  the 
■mm  of  her  casile—"  Tlie  time*,  they  said,  "  were 
■my,  and  it  was  wisest  to  keep  a  stone  roof  over 
V  heads." 

Ihr  more  the  soldiers  communicated  their  ideas 
Msmrehensions  to  each  other,  the  stronger  their 
iBaination  to  the  undertaking  become:  and  when 
■dot,  who,  page-like,  had  f«one  to  see  that  his  own 

ftwM  accoutred  and  brought  forth,  returned  to 
easde-yard,  he  found  them  standing  confusttdly 
pither,  some  mounted,  some  on  foot,  all  men  spcak- 
I  bud,  and  all  in  a  state  of  disorder.  Ralph  Gen  vil 
:  Wefan  whose  face  was  seamed  with  many,  a 
fcLiod  who  had  long  followed  the  trade  of  a  soldier 
[mane,  stood  apart  fix)m  the  rest,  holding  his 
■k"!  bridle  in  one  hand,  and  in  the  other  the  oan- 
Mear,  around  which  the  banner  of  De  Lacy  was 
ImdM. 

*What  means  this,  Gcnvil  ?"  said  the  page,  angrily. 
why  do  you  not  mount  your  horse  arid  display  the 
fmrt  and  what  occasions  all  this  confusion  T 
TVuly,  Sir  Page,"  said  Genvil,  composedlv,  *'  I  am 
tin  my  saddlerbecause  I  have  some  regard  for  this 
rdken  ra^  which  I  have  borne  to  honour  in  my 
k^  and  I  will  not  willingly  carry  it  whcro  men  are 
■riling  to  follow  and  defend  it." 
No  march^no  sally^no  lifting  of  banner  to-day !" 
id  the  soldiers,  by  way  of  burden  to  the  banner- 
n*!  discourse. 

'How  now,  cowards?  do  you  mutiny?"  said  Ame- 
laying  his  hand  on  his  sword, 
llenace  not  me.  Sir  Boy,"  said  Gcnvil;  "nor 
kit  your  sword  my  way.  I  tell  thee,  Anielot,  were 
weapon  to  cross  with  yours,  never  flail  sent 
owl  more  ehaflf  than  I  would  make  splinters  of 
tr  batched  and  gilded  toasting-iron.  Look  you, 
R  are  gray-bearded  men  here  Uiat  care  not  to  be 
about  on  any  hoy's  humour.  For  me,  I  stand 
le  opon  that ;  and  I  care  not  whether  one  boy  or 
Nher  commands  me.  But  I  am  the  Lac/s  man 
the  time;  and  I  am  not  sure  thnt,  in  marching  to 
lid  of  this  Wild  Wr.ilock,  we  shall  do  an  errand 
Lacy  will  thank  us  for.  Why  led  he  us  not  thither 
thenvvrning,  when  we  were  commanded  off  into 
noun  tains?" 

'You  well  know  the  caiise,^*  said  the  page. 
Tea,  we  do  know  the  cause;  or,  if  we  do  not, 
can  guess  it/'  answered  the  banner-man,  with  a 
•e-laugh,  which  was  echoed  by  several  of  his  com- 


I  will  cram  the  calumny  down  thy  false  throat, 
■viir'  said  the  page;  and,  drawing  hia  sword, 
ew  himself  headloiig  on  the  banner-man,  without 
■denng  their  great  difTen-nce  of  strength, 
knvil  wns  contended  to  foil  his  attack  by  one,  and, 
1  seemed,  a  slight  movement  of  hiv  gigantic  arm, 
h  which  tie  forcixi  the  page  aside,  parrying,  at  the 
ie  lime,  his  blow  with  the  statidard-spear. 
\eft  was  another  loud  laugh,  and  Amelot,  feeling 
bis  cfTorts  batfled,  threw  his  Hword  from  him,  and, 
tfing  in  pride  and  inur^^natiun,  hastened  back  to 
theuidy  Eveline  of  his  bad  hiicccss.    "All^"  he 
t  **is  bsi— the  cowanily  villains  have  mutinied, 
I  win  not  move }  and  the  blame  of  their  sloth  and 
■fhearlGdness  will  he  laid  on  my  dear  master  t" 
Thni  shall  never  be,"  said  Eveline,  "  should  I  die 
werent  it.— Follow  ine,  Anielot." 
Ihe  hastily  thriiw  n  stuirlet  Pcarf  over  her  dark  gar- 
ilM.  and  haHttfned  down  to  the  court-yard,  followed 
GHIian,  asstimin^,  an  nhewcnt,  various  atlitiules 
i  KlHins,  expvesiiing  aatonishment  and  pitv,  and  by 
IB,  carelially  suppressing  ajl  apiMiarance  of  thefetJ- 
I  which  she  ivallv  entertainiti. 
ivebiH'  enteral  the  castlc-court,  with  the  kindling 
■ad  fiowing  bruw  which  her  aiArestors  were  wont 


to  bear  in  danger  and  extremity,  when  their  soul  was 
arming  to  meet  the  storm,  and  displayed  in  their  mien 
and  looks  high  command  and  contempt  of  danger. 
She  seemed  at  the  moment  taller  than  her  usual 
size;  and  it  was  with  a  voice  distinct  and  clearly 
heani,  though  not  exceeding  the  delicacy  of  femininor 
tone,  that  the  mutineers  heard  her  address  them 
"How  is  thi%^  my  masters?"  she  said:  and  as  she 
spoke,  the  bulky  forms  of  the  armed  soldiers  seemoL 
I  to  draw  closer  together,  as  if  to  escape  her  individurf 
censure.  It  was  like  a  group  of  heavy  water- fowl 
when  they  close  to  avoid  the  stoop  of  the  slight  and 
beautiful  merlin,  dreading  the  superiority  of  its  nature 
and  breeding  over  their  own  inert  physical  stren^^th— 
'*  How  now  ?"  again  she  demanded  of  them ;  ''  is  it  • 
time,  think  ye,  to  mutiny,  when  your  lord  is  absent, 
and  his  nephew  and  lieutenant  lies  stretched  on  a 
bed  of  sickness  ?^Is  it  thus  you  keep  your  oaths  ? — 
Thus  ye  merit  your  lejider's  bounty  ?— Shame  on  ye, 
craven  hounds,  that  auail  and  give  back  the  instant 
you  lose  sight  of  the  huntsman  f* 

There  was  a  pauae— the  soldiers  looked  on  each 
other,  and  then  again  on  Eveline,  as  if  ashamed  alike 
to  hold  out  in  their  mutiny,  or  to  return  to  their  usual 
discipline. 

"I  sec  how  it  is,  my  brave  friends— ye  lack  a  leader 
here;  but  stay  not  for  that— I  will  guide  you  myself^ 
and,  woman  as  I  am,  there  need  not  a  man  ofyou 
fear  ilis^race  where  a  Berenger  commands.— Trap 
my  palney  with  a  steel  saddU^  she  said,  "and  that 
instantly."  She  snatched  from  the  ground  the  page's 
light  headpiece,  and  threw  it  over  her  hair,  caught  up 
his  drawn  sword,  and  went  on.  "Here  I  promiae 
you  my  countenance  and  guidance— this  gentleman." 
she  pointed  to  («eiivil.  **  shall  supply  my  lack  of  mili- 
tary skill.  He  looks  like  a  man  that  hath  seen  many 
a  day  of  batde,  and  can  well  U'ach  a  young  leader  her 
devoir." 

"Certes,"  said  the  old  soldier,  smiling  in  spite  o 
himself,  and  shaking  hia  head  at  the  same  time, 
"  many  a  battle  have  1  seen,  but  never  under  such  a 
commander." 

"  Nevertheless,"  said  Eveline,  seeing  how  the  eyes 
of  the  rest  turned  on  Genvil,  "  you  do  not— cannot— 
will  not— refuse  to  follow  me?  You  do  not  as  a  sol- 
dier, for  my  weak  voice  supplies  your  captain's 
orders— you  cannot  as  a  gentleman,  for  a  lady,  a  for- 
lorn and  distrrsHed  female,  aska  you  a  boon— you  will 
not  as  an  Englishman,  for  your  country,  your  sword, 
and  your  comrades  are  in  danger.  Unfurl  your  ban- 
ner, then,  and  march." 

"  I  would  do  so,  upon  my  souL  fair  lady,"  answered 
Genvil,  as  if  prepanng  to  unfokl  the  banner^"  And 
Amelot  might  lead  ua  well  enough,  with  advantage 
of  some  lessons  from  me.  But  I  wot  not  whether 
you  are  sending  us  on  the  right  road." 

"  Surely,  surely,"  said  Eveline,  earnestly,  "  it  must 
be  the  right  road  which  conducts  you  to  the  relief  of 
Wenlock  and  his  followers,  besieged  by  the  insurgent 
boors." 

"I  know  not."  sakl  Genvil  still  hesitatirg.  "Onr 
leader  here,  said  Damian  de  Lacy,  protects  the  com- 
mons—men say  he  befriends  them— and  1  know  he 
quarrelled  with  Wild  Wenlock  once  for  some  pettjr 
wrong  he  did  to  the  miller's  wife  at  Twyford. ,  We 
should  I>e  finely  off,  when  our  fiery  voung  leader  is  oa 
foot  again,  if  he  sliould  find  we  had  been  fighting 
against  the  side  he  favoured." 

"Assure  vourself."  said  the  maiden,  anxiously, 
"  the  mure  he  would  protect  the  commons  against 
oppression,  the  more  he  would  put  them  down  when 
oppressing  others.  Mount  and  ride— save  Wenlock 
and  his  men-  there  is  lifo  and  death  in  every  moment. 
I  will  warrant,  with  my  life  and  lands,  that  whatso- 
ever you  do  will  be  held  good  service  to  De  Lsqr. 
Come,  then,  follow  me."  . 

"  None  surely  ran  know  sir  Damian  s  purpose  bsc* 
ter  than  you,  fair  damsel,"  answered  Genvil ;  *nav,lbr 
that  matter,  you  can  make  him  change  as  ye  fist— 
And  so  J  will  march  with  the  men,  and  we  wll  aid 
Wenlock.  if  it  is  yet  time,  as  I  tnist  it  may ;  for  he  is  e 
rugged  wolf,  and  when  he  turns  to  bay,  will  cost  the 
boors  blood  enough  ere  they  sound  a  mort.  But  da 
you  remain  within  the  castle,  fair  lady,  and  trust  !• 


TALES  OF  THE  CRUSADERS. 


'  [Chap.  XXVIL 


Ameiot  nnti  me.— Come,  Sir  Pa?rr,  assume  th'.»  com- 
mand, siiici;  fv)  it  must  hi*;  (hiHJv;li,  by  iriy  faith,  it  is* 
pityr  to  tnk('  thi-  h-':i(l-pitfO0  tVoin  ihul  prrttv  hi'nd,  nnd 
tho  8wr)nJ  rpiin  llint  pn.lty  hnnd  Hy  Sriinl  (>i;or;.M*! 
to  8ei.>  iht:iii  ihon:  in  a  f;rt:dit  to  xhv.  soldier'A  prot'ird- 
flioii." 

Tho  Indy  arc<»n!inKly  5urrr?ndcrcd  the  wrapons  to 
Ameiot,  cxIiMrtiriLr  hiiii  in  few  words  l<>  for^fi  ihi' 
oflciK.r  Ik"  1ml  ru-iivcd.  and  do  his  dfvtdr  miiufnlly. 
Muun  whili;  ^Jt-nvil  slowly  iinrollt'd  tin;  jKMnrm— then 
sUcKtk  it  rihro.'id,  and  without  puiiinij;  his  foot  in  the 
Btirnip,  aiil.  d  hims«.'lfn  little  wirh  n's«tin«  on  the  spear, 
and  tlin?w  iiiinself  into  the  paddle,  heavily  armeti  as 
hewaA.  "We.  arc  reatly  now,  an  it  likr  your  Juve- 
nility," f-iid  he  to  Arridol;  and  then  while  the  paift: 
wn^  piitririi;  the  hand  into  order,  he  whiBpen^I  to  \\\^ 
neanwi  eiuiirade,  "  Methinkn,  in^ieiid  of  this  old 
swallows's  tail,*  we  rIiouM  nniHter  rarely  under  a 
hroideri-l  p»'ttieoaf— n  furhelowed  |i«!tiieoat  has  no 
fellow  HI  iiiv  miniL— Lo«»k  you,  Stephen  Pontoys— I 
can  forgive  l^aniian  now  for  forpcttiuir  his  un<:le  and 
his  own  credit,  ahoul  this  wench;  for,  hy  niy  faith, 
she  is  one  I  eoiild  have  doalt*d  to  death  u[)«>n  jtar 
amours.  Ah  !  evil  hick  he  the  women's  portion  !  -- 
they  govern  us  at  every  turn,  Stephen,  anrl  at  every 
age.  When  they  are  youn^  they  brilie  us  with  fair 
looks  and  sugared  words,  aweet  kisAe.s  and  love 
tokens;  and  when  they  arc  of  middle  a)^(>,  they  work 
us  to  their  will  hv  presents  and  courtesies,  rod  wine 
and  red  ^old ;  ana  when  they  an'  old.  we  are  fain  to 
run  their  errands  to  get  out  of  si^nt  of  their  old 
leathern  visages.  Well,  old  De  Lacy  should  have 
staid  at  home  and  watched  his  falcon.  Rut  it  is  all 
one  to  us,  Stephen,  and  we  may  make  some  vantage 
to-day.  for  tlieac  lioors  have  plunderi-d  more  than  one 
castle." 

"Ay,  ay,"  answered  Pontoys,  "the  boor  to  the 
booty,  ana  the  banner-man  to  the  boor,  a  richl  pithy 
proverb.  But,  prithee,  canst  thou  say  why  nis  page- 
ship leads  us  not  foi^'ard  yet  7" 

"Pshaw!"'  answvred  Genvil,  "the  shake  I  gave 
him  has  addle<i  his  brains— or  perchance  he  has  not 
swallowed  all  his  tears  yet;  sloth  it  is  not,  for  'tin  a 
forward  co<rkcril  for  his  years,  wherever  honour  is  to 
be  won.— Sec,  they  now  becin  to  move.— Well,  it  is  a 
singular  thing  this  gentle  blood.  Stephen ;  for  here  is 
a  child  whom  I  hut  now  ha!l1c<l  like  a  schoolbov, 
must  lead  us  uray-beards  where  we  may  get  our  heads 
broken,  and  that  at  the  command  of  a  light  lady.*' 

"1  warrant  Sir  Damian  is  secretary  to  my  pretty 
lady,"  answered  Stephen  Pontoys,  "  as  this  springald 
Ameiot  is  to  Sir  Damian ;  and  so  we  poor  men  must 
obey  and  ktvp  our  mouths  shut." 

"  But  our  eyes  open,  Stephen  Pontoys— forget  not 
that." 

They  were  by  this  time  out  of  the  gates  of  the 
castle,  and  upon  the  road  leading  to  the  village,  in 
which,  as  ihey  understood  by  the  intelligence  of  the 
morning,  Wenlock  was  besiege^  or  blockaded  by  a 
greatly  8Ui)erior  number  of  the  insurgent  commons. 
Ameiot  rode  at  the  head  of  the  troop,  still  iimbar- 
rassed  by  the  affront  which  ho  had  received  in  pre- 
sence of  the  soldiers,  and  lost  in  meditating  how  ho 
was  to  eke  out  that  deficiency  of  experience,  which  on 
former  occasions  had  been  supplied  by  the  counsels  of 
the  bannfT-man,  with  whom  he  was  ashamed  to  seek 
a  reconciliation.  But  Genvil  was  not  of  a  nature 
tbsohirely  sullen,  though  a  habitual  gnimbler.  He 
rode  up  to  the  page^  and  having  made  his  obeisance, 
respectfully  askea  him  whether  it  were  not  well  that 
•ome  one  or  two  of  their  number  pricked  forward 
upon  good  horses  to  learn  how  it  stood  with  Wen- 
lock,  anrl  whether  they  should  be  able  to  come  up  in 
time  to  his  assistance. 

"Methinks.  banner-man."  answered  Ameiot,  "you 
should  take  the  nding  of  tne  troop,  since  you  know 
so  fittingly  what  should  be  done..  You  may  be  the 
fitter  to  command,  because— But  I  will  not  upbraid 
you." 

"  The  pennitn  nf  a  kniflit  wmi.  io  ihapp,  a  l«ng  itrmner,  and 
Airfcect  !ikA  n  swallow'*  toil ;  Uw  twriner  of  a  raniMret  wai 
■qoaro,  anil  wan  rorimM)  into  tiM  other  by  ruitinf  tlie  oimLi  Oom 
the  |«nDon.  It  wn«  tha«  tlie  corRmonr  was  perrormed  on  Uie 
pennon  of  John  Cliandori,  hj  thu  lUack  Priooe,  before  the  battle 


I     "Bt»causi»  I  kni)w  fo  ill  how  to  obey,"  _  ^ 

!  ('uMivil :  "  tint  is  wlijil  vou  would  say;  ami,  bjrisf. 
'  faith,  I  (-ann>>i  li'-ey  ttiit  tf.i  re  may  be  8t)inc  truth  inJL. 
r>ur  is  it  not  ;><i-%i>4h  iij  thf-  to  li-t  a  fair  cxpiilitLmkt 
I  unwistly  coiuiu'-t'-d,  liccauiic  of  a  foolish  w^wrl  «ra' 
'  sutlden  acti«>n  ?— Come,  !•  t  it  Im^  peace  with  u»" 
I  "With  all  my  Inari,"  answered  Amelut;  "andl, 
will  eiL-nn  out  an'  advaiieed  party  upon  the  adviuun^ 
,  as  thou  har«t  advisi  d  nii-.*' 

i     *'I^it  it  be  old  Stcpiien  Pontov-s  and  two  of  Aft 

("hi-stej    s|)-. ars— ho  i^  as  wily  as  an  old  f?x,  SMJ 

i  iiiithfT  hope  nor  fear  wiil  draw  him  a  hairbreadS! 

I  farilur  than. judirmenl  warrants." 

j     .Am*  lot  eagerly  etiihracf  d  the  hint,    and,  at  L 

I  command,  Pontons  nnd  two  lances  darted  fi»rvii 

to  reeonnoirn-  tlie  road  liefore  them,  and  inquinriiL 

I  the  C'Hiditii.Mi  of  tliosc  whom  they  were  advanciiu;! 

succour.    "And  now  that  we  are  on  the  old  ttn 

I  Sir  Page,"  said  the  honner-manL  "tell  me,  if  I 

I  canst,  doth  not  yonder  fair  lady  love  our  handa 

:  knight  A'W/*  »i»ii our/.- /" 

I  "  It  is  a  fal.*<c  f-alumnv,*'  said  Ameiot,  indi^astl 
:  "hetr(}lhe<l  na  she  is  to  Itis  uncle,  I  am  convinced  ■_ 
'  would  rather  die  than  have  such  a  thought,  aadi 
would  our  maKti  r.  I  have  noted  this  heretical  befa 
in  thee  hifore  now,  CTcnvil,  and  I  have  pravLd  thesi 
che<'k  it.  Vou  know  the  thinu  cannot  do,  for  p 
know  they  have  warce  ever  met." 

"  How  should  I  know  that."  said  Genvil,  "ord 
either?  Wateh  them  ever  so  close — much  water*" 
past  the  mill  that  Hoh  Miller  never  wots  of.  1_ 
do  e«)rrespond ',  that,  at  least,  thou  canst  notdcorl 
"I  do  dt-ny  It '*  said  Ameiot,  "as  I  deny  all  r 
can  tJiuch  their  honour." 

"Then  how,  in  Heaven's  name,  comes  he  byi 
perfect  knowledge  of  her  motions,  as  he  has  i 
plavmi  no  longer  since  than  the  morning  T' 

"How  should  I  tell  7"  answered  the  page;  "tl. 
be  such  things,  surily,  as  saints  and  good  angieli,^ 
if  there  t>e  one  on  earth  deserves  their  protection! 
is  Dame  Kvi-line  Berenger." 

"  Well  said,  Master  ('oun.sel-keeper,"  replied  t_ 
vil,  laughing;  "but  that  will  hardly  pass  on  am 
irooiMjr.— Saints  and  angeU,  quutha!  most  f  "  "" 
doings,  1  warrant  vou." 

The  page  was  al:>out  to  continue  his  angrj'Tim 
tion,  when  Stephen  Pontovs  and  his  follow 
returned  iiiwn  tlio  spur.  WcnliKk  hold*  ^ 
bravely,"  he  exclaimed,  "though  he  is  felly  a 
in  with  these  boors.  The  larpi  ctossImws  area 
good  service ;  and  I  little  doubt  his  making  hi»p 

g(x>d  till  wc  come  u|),  if  it  please  you  to  ride  in ., 

tiling  sliar[jly.  They  have  assaihKi  the  barriers, ,ttC( 
were  close  up  to  them  even  now,  but  were  driii^ 
back  wirh  small  success." 

The  party  were  now  put  in  as  rapid  motion  a 
might  consist  with  order,  and  soon  reached  ibct^. 
of  u  small  cminenci',  beneath  which  lay  (he  villa|| 
where  Wenlock  was  making  his  defence.  The  if. 
nmg  with  the  cnes  and  shouts  of  the  insuri^eaM 
who,  numenius  as  bees,  and  possessed  of  (hat  dona 
spirit  of  courapc  so  peculiar  to  the  English.  throniH 
like  ants  to  the  harriers,  and  eiideavounra  to  bmK 
down  the  palisades,  or  to  climb  over  them,  in  dcfviH 
of  the  showers  of  stones  and  arrows  from  within,  b| 
which  they  siifFered  great  loss,  as  well  as  by  thi 
swords  and  batile-axes  of  the  men-at-arms,  wbop 
ever  they  came  to  hand-blows. 

"  We  are  in  time,  we  are  in  time,*'  said  Amdol 
dropping  the  reins  of  his  bridle^  and  joyfully  HapM 
his  nanus;  "shake  thy  banner  aoroad,  GenrS- 
give  Wenlock  and  his  fellows  a  fair  view  of  it." 
(^'omrades,  halt— breathe  your  horses  for  a  niomeaL— 
Hark  hither,  Genvil— If  we  di>scend  by  yonder  broiA 
pathway  into  thcmeado\v  where  the  cottlearc"— 
"  Bravo,  my  young  falcon  !"  replied  Genvil,  whoM 
love  of  battle,  like  that  of  the  war-horse  of  Jok 
kindled  at  the  sight  of  the  spears,  and  at  the  soQH 
of  the  trumpet ;  ^'  we  shall  have  then  an  easy  fiol 
for  a  chan^  on  yonder  knaves." 

"What  a  thick  black  cloud  the  villains  makcf 
said  Ameiot;  "but  we  will  let  dayliglit  through  ii 
with  our  lances— Sec,  Gen\'il,  the  detendera  houC  I 
signal  to  show  they  have  seen  us." 
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THE  BETROTHED. 


"A  si^al  to  US  ?"  exclaimed  Genvil.     "  By  Hca- 
n,  it  :fl  a  white  flnR— a  eigiu*!  of  sui render  I 
"Surrender!  ihr.y  cannot  dream  of  it,  when  wc  arc 
Ivaiicinirto  their  sucrour,"  replied  Aiiiclot;  when 
ro  or  three  rriclancholy  notes  from  the  trunir)«;i5 


the  castle  of  the  Onrde  DolonreuFP.  and  not  without 
lotting  several  of  their  nunil>«T  by  the  way.  oonie 
fttruKKling  ov.\u^  to  the  weariness  of  their  horses, 
ancl  otlHTs  Inking  tin-  opportunity  of  destrtion.  in 
order  to  join  with  the  bandiiof  insiirii^nts  and  plun- 


:the  besJe;^  with  a  thundering  and  tumultuous  :  derers,  who  had  now  gathered  together  in  dillerenc 

^1 r .u_  t. .  : — i.__j  .1.     r..„.    nijartcrH,  ond  WC  Hi  augmented  by  recruits  from  the 

diswoiute  soldier}'. 

Amelot,  on  his  return  to  the  cattle,  found  that  the 
state  of  his  innster  was  still  verv  precarious,  and  that 
the  Lady  Kvelinis  though  nuicn  exhnust(-<i,  iiad  not 
yet  retiretl  to  n-st,  hut  was  awjiitin;;  his  return  with 
impatiiiiee.  U<<  was  introdueid  to  h( r  accrordingly. 
and,  witii  a  heavy  heart,  mentioned  the  inefiectuai 
event  of  his  exfx  Jition. 

"  Now  the  snints  have  pity  upon  us !"  said  the  Lady 
Eveline ;  "  for  it  scetiis  as  it  a  pla;;ue  or  pest  attached 
to  nie,  and  extended  itself  to  all  who  interest  them- 
selves in  my  welfare.  From  the  moment  they  do  so, 
their  very  virtues  biv'ome  snares  lo  them ;  and  what 
would,  m  every  other  case,  rw.'onnnend  them  to 
honour,  is  turned  todestniction  to  the  friends  of  Eve- 
line Bcren>;er." 

'*  Fear  not,  fju'r  lady,"  said  Amelot ;  "  there  are  still 
nien  enough  in  my  master^scamp  tojmt  down  thet» 
disturbers  of  the  public  peace.  1  wdl  but  abide  to 
receive  his  insinjciions,  and  will  hence  to-morrow, 
and  draw  out  a  force  to  restore  quiet  in  this  part  of 
the  country." 

"Alas!  vou  know  not  yet  the  worst  of  it,"  replied 
Eveline.  "Since  you  w»:nt  hence,  we  have  received 
certain  notice,  that  when  the  soldiers  at  Sir  Damian's 
camp  heard  of  the  accident  which  he  this  morning 
met  with,  already  discontented  with  the  inactive  lile 
which  they  hnd  of  lute  hfl,  and  dispirited  by  the  hurts 
anjl  reported  dcnih  of  their  leader,  they  have  alto- 
gether nroken  up  and  disi^crsed  their  forces.— Vet  be 
of  good  cournge,  Amelot,"  she  said;  '"this  house  is 
strong  f>nough  to  bear  out  a  worse  tempest  than  any 
that  is  likely  to  be  poured  (m  it ;  and  if  all  men  desert 
>'our  master  in  wound?  and  affliction,  it  beaimes  yet 
more  the  part  of  Eveline  Bcanger  to  bhelter  and  pro- 
tect her  deliverer." 


sclamarion  from  the  besiegers,  rendered  the  fact 
idiM>"tahlc. 

"Down  goes  Wenlock's  pt^nnon,"  said  Genvil, 
aud  tiie  churls  enter  the  barricades  on  all  points.— 
Im  has  been  cowardice  or  treachery— What  is  to  be 
iPier 

"Advance  on  them,"  said  Amelot,  "retake  the 
itoe  arid  deliver  tht*  prisoners." 

"Advance,  indtn^i !"  answered  the  banner-man— 
*Noi  a  horse's  length  by  my  counHcl— we  should 
bve  every  nail  in  our  corslets  counted  with  arrow- 
Ihii,  iK'fore  wc  got  down  the  hill  in  the  face  of  such 
iBuIlitude;  and  the  place  to  storm  afterwards— it 
Me  luere  insanity. 

"Yet  come  a  little  forward  along  v.'ith  me,"  said 
iMpagi?;  '•  perhaps  we  may  find  some  path  in  which 
jROKiid  descemi  unperceived." 
^Accordingly  they  rode  fnrward  a  little  way  to  recon- 
^letli*;  face  or  the  hill,  the  page  still  urging  the 
■ibility  of  descending  it  un^ierceivcd  ninid  the  con- 
in,  when  Genvil  answered  unnatiently,  "Un- 
fived!— you  are  already  perceived— here  comes  a 
low,  prickmg  towards  us  as  fast  as  his  beast  may 

LAihe  spoke,  the  rider  came  up  to  them.  He  was 
■ijort,  thick-set  peasant,  in  an  ordinary  frieze  jacket 
^Sbose,  with  a  blue  cau  on  his  heiid,  which  he  had 
n  scarcely  able  to  pull  over  a  shock  head  of  red 
ir,  that  socmed  in  arms  to  repel  the  covcnn:;^.  The 
~Vs  hands  were  bloody,  and  he  carried  at  his  sad- 
ow  a  linen  bag,  which  was  also  stained  with 
•  Ve  be  of  Damian  dcLacy's  company,  be 
laot7^*Baid  this  rude  mesaf^nger:  and,  wlien  they 
irt-red  in  the  affirmative,  he  proceeded  with  the 
i_  blunt  courtesy,  "  Hob  Miller  of  Twyford  com- 
hiin  to  Damian  de  Lacy,  and,  knowing  his 
e  to  amend  disorders  in  the  commonwealth, 
i  Miller  sends  him  toll  of  the  grist  which  he  hath 
ded ;"  and  with  that  he  took  from  the  bag  a  hu- 
«wi  head,  and  tendered  it  to  Amelot. 
.  '*Il  is  Wddock's  head,"  said  Genvil— "how  his 
9|gi  stare!" 

*The>'  will  stare  after  no  more  wenches  now  "  said 
Mboor— **I  have  cured  him  of  caterwauling." 

ITiodr'  said  Amelot,  stepping  back  in  disgust  and 
fediniation. 

*Ye«,  I  myself,"  replied  the  peasant :  "  I  am 
mod  Justiciary  of  the  Commons,  for  lack  of  a 
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*^  Grand  hangman,  thou  wouldst  say,"  replied 
■■nrii. 

"Call  it  what  thou  list,"  replied  the  peasant.  "Tru- 
K.  it  behoves  men  in  state  to  give  good  example.  Ml 
M  DO  man  do  that  I  am  not  ready  to  do  myself. 
h  is  as  easy  to  hang  a  man,  as  to  say  hang  him ;  we 
M  have  no  splitting  of  offices  in  this  new  world, 
lihich  is  happily  set  up  in  old  Eneland." 

"Wntch!  said  Amelot,  "take  back  thy  bloody 
loken  to  them  that  sent  thee !  Hadst  thou  not  come 
^OQ  assurance,  I  had  pinne<I  thee  to  the  earth  with  , 

Blanoe — Rut,  he  assured,  your  cruelty  shall  be  fear- 
T  arwigwl.— Come,  Genvil,  let  us  to  our  men; 
there  is  no  fanher  use  in  abiding  here." 

The  fellow,  who  had  expected  a  very  different  recep- 
lin,  Blood  staring  after  them  for  a  fi^w  nioinenLs,  then 
i^bced  his  bloody  trophy  in  the  wallet,  and  rode 
hi^  to  thcin  wliosent  him. 

"This  comes  of  meddling  with  men*s  amourciitn,*' 
wad  flenvil;  "Sir  Damian  would  needs  brawl  with 
Wcokck  sb(*ut  his  dealings  with  this  miller's  daugh- 
Iff,  and  you  see  they  account  him  a  favourer  of  their 
lletpriiw ;  It  will  l»c  well  if  others  do  not  lake  up  the 
■BM  opinion.— I  wish  we  were  rid  of  the  trouble 
which  such  suspicions  may  bring  upon  us— ay,  were 
it  at  the  price  of  my  best  horse— 1  am  like  to  lose  him 
ai  any  rate  with  the  day's  hard  servit^,  and  I  would 
jl  trere  the  worst  it  is  to  cost  us." 

Tbm  party  reuirued,  wearied  and  discomforted,  to 


CHAPTER  XXVIIL 

I^t  our  prfiuft  tnimpot  nhake  their  caatle  wall, 
Mcnacinir  deatii  and  niin.-OTWAY. 

The  evil  news  with  which  the  last  chapter  con- 
cluded were  necessarily  told  to  Damian  de  Lacy,  as 
the  person  whom  they  chiefly  concerned  ;  and  Ladf 
Eveline  herself  undertook  the  task  of  communica- 
ting them,  mingling  what  she  said  with  tears^  and 
again  interrupting  those,  tears  to  suggest  topics  of 
hope  and  comfort,  which  carried  no  cHinsolation  to 
her  own  bosom. 

The  wounded  knight  continued  with  his  facn  turned 
towanis  her,  listening  to  the  disastrous  tidings,  as 
one  who  was  no  otherwise  afTected  by  them,  than  as 
they  regnr^U-d  her  who  told  the  story.  When  she  had 
done  speaking,  he  continuetl  as  in  a  reverie,  with  his 
eyes  so  intently  fixed  upon  her,  that  she  rose  up,  with 
the  purpost:  of  withdrawing  from  looks  by  whirh  she 
felt  herself  embarrassed.  He  hast(>ned  to  speak,  that 
he  miuhl  pn;vent  her  departure.  "All  that  you  have 
said,  fair  lady,"  he  replied,  "had  bei'n  enou;ifh,  if  told 
^•y  another,  to  have  broken  my  heart;  for  it  tells  mo 
that  the  power  and  honour  of  my  house,  so  solemnly 
committed  to  my  chargi^  have  been  blasted  in  my 
misfortunes.  But  when  1  look  upon  you,  and  hear 
your  voice,  I  forget  every  thing,  saving  that  you  have 
been  rescurd,  and  are  here  \n  honour  and  safety. 
[iCt  me  then-fon>  pray  of  yotir  gooflness  that  1  may 
he  removL'd  from  the  castle  which  holds  vou,  and  sent 
elsewhere.  I  am  in  no  shape  woithy  ol^  your  farther 
care,  sinrc  1  have  no  longer  the  swords  of  others  at 
my  disposal,  and  am  totally  unable  for  the  preauut  to 
draw  my  own." 

"  And  if  you  arc  geneious  enougli  to  think  of  mem 
your  own  misfortum^s,  noble  knight,"  answered  Eve- 
line, "can  yt)u  suppose  that  I  forgt^t  wherefon*,  and 
in  whose  niwue,  these  wounds  were  incurred  1  Ko^ 
Dauiian,  speak  not  of  removal— whilt)  there  13  a  Uirrm 
89 
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9f  the  Osrde  DolmimiM  Btanrfinf^  within  that  turret 
■hall  you  find  nhrlter  and  protection.  Such,  1  arn 
well  AMured,  would  be  the  pleasure  of  your  uncL% 
were  he  here  in  person." 

It  Meined  as  if  a  sudden  pang  of  his  wound  had 
aeixcd  upon  Damian ;  for,  re()e«ting  the  words  ^  My 
uncle!"  he  writhed  himself  round,  and  averted  his 
face  from  Eveline;  tlit-n  again  composing  himself, 
replied,  "  Alas !  knew  my  uncle  how  ill  1  hnve  obeyed 
his  precppta,  instead  of  sheltering  me  within  this 
house,  he  would  command  me  to  be  flung  from  the 
battlements  I" 

"Fear  not  his  displeasure,"  said  Eveline,  again 
preparing  to  withdraw ;  *'  but  endeavour,  by  the  com- 
posure of  your  spirit,  to  aid  the  healing  of  your 
wounds;  wnen,  1  doubt  not,  you  will  he  able  again 
to  establ'sh  good  order  in  the  Constable's  jurisdic- 
tion, long  belbro  his  return." 

Sae  coloured  as  she  pronounced  the  last  words, 
and  haaiilv  left  the  apartment.  When  she  was  in 
ber  own  cnauiber,  she  dismissed  her  other  attend- 
ants, and  retained  Rose.  "  What  dost  thou  think  of 
these  things,  my  wise  maiden  and  nionitreas  ?"  said 
•he. 

"I  would,"  replied  Roee,  "cither  that  this  young 
knight  had  never  entered  this  castle— tjr,  that  being 
here,  he  could  presently  leave  it— or,  that  he  could 
lu)nourably  remain  here  for  ever." 

"What  dost  thou  mean  by  remaining  here  for 
•ver?"  said  Evehnei  sharply  and  hastily. 

"  Let  me  answer  that  cjuestion  with  another— How 
long  has  the  Constable  of  Chester  been  absent  from 
England?" 

"Three  years  come  Saint  Clement's  day,"  aaid 
Evehne;  "  and  what  of  that?" 

"Nay,  nothing;  but" 

*'  But  what?—!  command  you  to  speak  out" 

"A  few  weeks  will  place  your  band  at  your  own 
disposal" 

''And  think  you.  Rose,"  said  Eveline,  rising  with 
dignity,  "  that  there  are  no  bonds  save  those  which 
are  drawn  by  the  scrilie' s  pen  '?--Wc  know  little  of 
the  Constable's  adventun^s;  but  wc  know  enough  to 
show  that  his  towering  hopes  have  fallen,  and  his 
•word  and  courage  proved  too  weak  to  change  the 
fortunes  of  the  Sultan  iialadin.  Suppose  him  return- 
ing some  brief  time  hence,  as  we  have  s-.f.n  so  many 
crusaders  regain  their  homes,  ,poor  and  broken  in 
health^suppjse  that  he  finds  iiis  lands  laid  waste, 
•nd  his  followers  dispersed,  by  the  consequence  of 
their  late  misfortunes,  how  would  it  sound  should  he 
also  find  thot  his  betrothed  brkle  had  wedded  and 
endowfxi  with  her  siibsionce  the  nephew  whom  he 
roost  trusted !— Dost  thou  think  such  an  engagement 
is  like  a  Lombard's  mortgage,  which  must  be  redeem^ 
on  the  very  day,  else  forfeiture  is  sure  to  In?  awarded  7" 

"I  cannot  tell,  madam,"  replied  Rose;  "but  the. 
that  keep  their  convenant  to  the  letter,  aro,  in  m. 
country,  neld  bound  to  no  more'?" 

"That  is  a  Flemish  fashion,  Rose,"  aaid  her  mis- 
tress; "  but  the  honour  of  a  Norman  is  not  satisfied 
with  an  observance  so  limited.  What !  wo«ikJst  thou 
have  my  honour,  my  affections,  my  duty,  all  that  is 
most  valuable  to  a  woman,  depend  on  the  same  pro- 

Sess  of  the  kalendar  which  a  usurer  watcheii  for 
e  purpose  of  st^izing  on  a  forfeited  pledge  1— Am  I 
such  a  mere  commodity,  that  I  must  belong  to  one 
man  if  he  claims  me  before  MichaelmasL  to  another 
if  he  comes  afterwards  ?— No,  Rote ;  I  did  not  thus 
interpret  my  engagement,  sanctioned  as  it  was  by 
the  apecial  providence  of  Our  Lady  of  the  €rarde  Do- 
loureuse."  .   ,    . 

"It  is  a  feelmg  worthy  of  you,  my  dearest  lady, 
answered  the  attendant;  "yet  you  are  so  young— so 
lK»et  with  perils— so  much  exposed  to  calumny— that 

^at  least,  looking  forward  to  the  time  when  you  may 
ave  a  legal  companion  and  protector,  see  it  as  an 
edctrication  from  much  doubt  and  danger." 

"Do  not  think  of  it,  Rose,"  answered  Eveline; 
**  do  not  liken  your  mistress  to  those  provident  dames, 
who,  while  one  husband  yet  lives,  though  in  old  agti 
•r  weak  health,  are  prudently  engaged  in  plotting  for 
another." 
**  Enough,  aar  deareat  lady,"  aaid  Roae  ;—**  yat  not 


BO.  Permit  me  one  word  morv.  Sinee  yon  tnt 
termined  mil  to  avail  yourself  of  your  fraedom,  ci 
when  the  fatnl  period  of  your  engagement  i».^ir 
why  sutler  this  young  man  to  snare  oor  aohfoilt' 
He  is  surely  well  enough  to  be  removed  to  aouie  ad 
place  of  ser:urity.  Let  us  resume  our  former  asqa 
tered  mode  of  life,  until  Providence  aend  lu  w 
better  or  mure  certain  proq>ecto." 

Eveline  siglied— kwKcd  down— then  looking  i 
wards,  once  more  had  opened  her  lipa  to  eipr 
her  willinf^ness  to  enforce  so  reasonable  an  arraqj 
inrnt,  but  for  Damian's  recent  wounda,  and  I 
distracted  state  of  the  country,  when  ahe  was 
temipted  by  the  shrill  sound  of  trumpeu  bb 
before  the  gate  of  the  castle;  and  Raoul,  « 
anxiety  on  liis  brow,  came  limping  to  inform 
lady,  that  a  kniuht.  attended  by  a  pursuivani- 
anns,  in  the  rr>yal  livery,  with  a  strong  gnardv ' 
in  front  of  the  castle,  and  demanded  admitiaaa 
the  name  of  the  King. 

Eveline  paused  a  moment  ere  the  replied, "? 
even  to  the  King's  order  shall  the  castle  of  nv  i 
cestors  Iw  oiK'nifi,  until  we  are  well  assured  <>  I 
person  by  whom,  and  the  purpose  for  whirli,  it 
demanded.  Wc  will  ourself  to  the  s>.te,  and  la 
the  meaning  of  this  summons. — My  veil,  R  se;  a 
call  my  women.— Again  that  trumpet  sounda!  ill 
it  rings  like  a  sitmal  to  death  and  ruin.". 

The  prophetic  apprehensions  of  Eveline  wcit  i 
falser;  lor  scarce  had  she  reached  the  door  of  I 
apartment,  when  she  was  met  by  the  page  Amelo^ 
a  state  of  such  disordered  apprehension  as  an  Hive 
chivalry  was  scbrce  on  any  occasion  permitted 
display.  "  Ladv.  noble  lady,"  he  said,  hastily  ba 
ing  his  knee  to  Eveline,  "save  my  dearest  mafter! 
You,  and  y<Mi  alone,  can  save  him  al  this  exireniq 

"[ !"  said  Eveline,  in  astonishment— "I save Wi 
And  from  what  danger?-Ood  knows  how  willii^jj 

There  she  8U>pped  short,  as  if  afrnki  to  in 
heraelf  with  expressing  what  rose  to  her  lipa. 

"Guy  Monthermcr,  lady,  is  at  the  gate,  wiA 
pursuivant  and  the  royal  banner.  The  hcrediK 
tsnerny  of  the  House  of  Lacy,  thus  accompaiBB 
conies  hither  for  no  good— the  extent  o(  the  eii 
kno  V  not,  but  for  evil  he  comes.  My  master  slewh 
nephew  at  the  field  of  Malpas,  and  therefore"  — 
He  wnfl  hero  interrupted  by  another  flouriah  of  tm 
pets,  which  runs,  as  if  in  shrill  impatience,  thinv 
(he  vaults  of  the  ancient  fonrew. 

The  Lody  Eveline  hasted  to  the  gate,  and  found ih 
the  wardena,  and  othere  who  attended  ihera,  wfl 
looking  on  each  other  with  doubtful  and  alarm 
roiintenanc(>s,  which  they  turnetl  upon  her  at  h 
arrival,  as  if  to  seek  frotn  their  inistresa  the  confii 
sind  the  courage  which  they  could  not  communicilBl 
each  other.  Without  the  pate  mounted,  and  in  eoe 
pletc  armour,  was  an  elderly  and  stately  klli^ 
whose  raised  visor  and  beaver  depressed,  shonad 
beard  already  grizzled.  Reside  him  appeared  ik 
pursuivant  on  horseback,  the  royal  armsembmideR 
on  his  heraldic  dress  of  ofiDccL  and  ail  the  imponiK 
of  oflimded  consequence  on  bis  countenance  wfaie 
waa  shaded  by  his  barret-cap  and  triple  phn 
They  were  attended  by  a  body  of  about  fiity  sokfo 
arranged  under  the  guidon  of  England. 

When  the  Lady  Eveline  appeared  at  the  barrier,  ll 
knight,  after  a  slight  reverence,  which  seemed  Ml 
in  formal  courtesy  than  in  kindness,  demanded  if.l 
saw  the  daughUTof  Ramond  Berenger.  "  And  bit 
he  continued,  when  he  had  received  an  answer  in  B 
affirmative,  "  before  the  castle  of  that  approved  tf 
favoured  servant  of  the  House  of  Aniou,  that  Ci 
Henry's  trumpets  have  thrice  soondod, 
obtaining  an  entrance  for  those  who  are  f 
with  their  8overcign*a  command  7" 

"  My  conditbn,''  answered  F^veline,  "  roost  eMi 
my  cautbn.  I  am  a  lone  inakien,  raskling  ia 
frontier  fortress.  I  may  admit  no  one  witbo 
inquiring  his  purpose  and  being  assured  thai  I 
entrance  consists  with  the  safety  of  the  place,  m 
mine  own  honour." 

"Since  your  are  so  punctilious,  lady,"  rapi 
Monthermcr,  "know,  that  in  the;  preaent  diatraei 
atata  of  tha  ooiutry,  it  ia  hia  Grraoa  ilia  Kiq 
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pleiMire  to  place  within  yoiir  warfs  a  body  of  men-at* 
anna,  aufficient  to  guard  thia  important  castle,  both 
from  the  inauivent  peasants  who  bum  and  alay^ 
and  from  the  Welsh,  who,  it  must  be  expected,  will, 
according  to  their  wont  in  time  of  disturbance,  make 
iocuraions  on  the  frontiers.  Undo  your  Katess  then 
Lady  of  Herenger,  and  suffer  hia  Uraoe  s  forces  to 
enter  the  castle." 

''Sir  Knight,"  answered  the  lady  "this castle.  like 
every  other  fortress  in  England,  is  the  King's  bylaw; 
bat  by  law  also  I  am  the  Keeper  and  defender  of  it ; 
and  it  is  the  tenure  by  which  my  anceaiora  held  these 
lands.  I  have  men  enough  to  maintain  the  Garde 
Doiourcuse  in  my  time,  as  my  father,  and  my  grand- 
lather  before  him,  defended  it  in  theirs.  The  King  is 
gracious  to  send  me  succours,  but  I  need  not  the  aid 
of  hirelings ;  neither  do  I  think  it  safe  to  admit  such 
Bto  my  castle,  who  may,  in  this  lawless  time,  make 
themselves  masters  of  it  for  other  than  its  lawful 
Distress." 
.  "Lady,"  replied  the  old  warrior,  "his  grace  is  not 

rrant  of  the  motives  which  produce  a  contumacy 
this.  It  is  not  any  apprehension  for  the  royal 
forcet  which  influences  you,  a  royal  vassal,  in  thia 
lifractory  conduct.  I  might  proceed  upon  your  re- 
Ibaal  to  proclaim  you  a  traitor  to  the  Crown,  but  the 
King  rt-membcrs  ihe  services  of  your  father.  Know, 
then,  we  are  not  ignorant  that  Damian  de  Lacy, 
accused  of  instigatm^  and  heading  this  insurrection, 
•f  desemng  his  duty  m  the  fleld,  and  abandoning  a 
noble  comrade  to  the  sword  of  the  bnital  peasants, 
kaa  found  shelter  under  this  roof  with  little  credit  to 
foor  loyalty  as  a  vassal,  or  your  conduct  as  a  high-boni 
maiden.  Deliver  him  up  to  us,  and  I  will  draw  off 
Aeae  men-at-arms,  and  dispense,  though  1  may  scarce 
■newer  doing  so,  with  the  occupation  of  the  custle." 
"Guy  dc  Monthenner,"  answered  Eveline,  "he 
that  throws  a  stam  on  my  name,  speaks  falsely  and 
nworthily  {  as  for  Damian  de  Lacy,  he  knows  how 
10  defend  his  own  fame.  This  only  let  me  say,  that, 
vhile  he  takes  his  abode  in  thecastfeof  the  betrothed 
oC  hia  kmsman,  she  delivera  him  to  no  one,  least  of  all 
to  his  well-known  feudal  enemy— Drop  the  portcullis, 
wardens  and  let  it  not  be  raised  without  my  special 


memory  her  boding  vision  or  dream.  **AIa8r'  she 
said,  "  the  vengeance  of  the  fiend  is  about  to  be  ac- 
complished. Widow'd  wife  and  wedded  maid— these 
epithets  have  long  been  mine.  Betrothed  !— wo's 
me!  it  is  the  key-stone  of  my  destiny.  Betrayer  I 
I  am  now  denounced,  though,  thank  Crod,  I  am  clear 
from  the  guilt!  It  only  follows  that  I  should  be  be- 
trayed, and  the  evil  prophecy  will  be  fulfilled  to  the 
vcrv  letter." 


The  portcullis,  as  she  rooke,  fell  rattling  and  clang- 
fog  to  the  ground,  and  Monthernier,  in  baffled  spite, 
lemained  excluded  from  the  castle.  "Unworthy 
hdy**— he  began  in  passion,  then  checkinjB;  himselr, 
wtia  calmly  to  the  pureuivant,  "  Ve  are  witness  that 
■he  hath  admitted  that  the  traitor  is  within  that 
cntle— ye  are  witness  that,  lawfully  summoned,  this 
Eveline  Berenger  refuses  to  deliver  him  up.  Do  your 
doty,  Sir  Pursuivant,  as  is  usual  in  such  rases." 

The  pursuivant  then  advanced  and  proclaimed,  in 
the  formal  and  fatal  nhresc  befitting  the  occasion,  that 
EfeHne  Berenger,  lawfully  summoned,  refusing  to 
admit  the  King's  forces  into  her  castle,  and  to  deliver 
Vpthe  body  otu  false  traitor,  called  Damian  de  Lacy, 
kad  herself  incurred  the  penalty  of  high  trt^ason.  and 
nd  involved  within  the  same  doom  all  who  aided,  I 
■betted,  or  maintained  her  in  holding  out  the  suid  I 
gstle  against  their  allegiance  to  Henry  of  .Aniou.  ' 
The  trumpets,  so  soon  as  the  voice  of  the  herald  had  I 
Qaani,  confinned  the  doom  he  had  pronounctil,  by  a 
nog  and  ominous  peal,  startling  from  their  nests  the 
evfand  the  raven,  who  rrpUcd  to  it  by  their  ill-boding 
■tieams. 

The  defendere  of  the  castle  looked  on  each  other  \ 
gtth  blank  and  dejected  counienancei^  while  Mont- 
Mtmer.   raising  aloft   his  lance,  exclaimed,  as  he  ■ 
taed  hia  horse  from  the  castle  gate,  "  When  I  next 
■p^roaeh  the  Garde  Doloureuse,  it  will  be  not  merely 
tomtimatv,  but  to  execute,  the  mandate  of  my  8ove- 

As  Eveline  stoqd  pensively  to  behold  the  retreat 
BfMonihermer  and  his  associates,  and  to  consider 
ahat  w  as  to  be  done  in  this  emergency,  she  heard  one 
€  the  Flemings,  in  a  low  tone,  ask  an  Englishman, 
vho  stood  beside  him,  what  was  the  meaning  of  a 
wtor. 

"One  who  hetrayeth  a  trust  reposed— a  betrayer," 
■id  the  interpreter. 

The  vhraae  which  be  used  recalled  to  Eveline'a 
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CHAPTER  XXIX. 

Oat  on  ye,  owli ;— Notbinf  bat  mmiti  of  death  1 

RkkardUJ. 

More  than  three  months  had  elapsed  since  the 
event  narrated  in  the  last  chapter,  and  it  had  been 
the  nrecursor  o£  others  of  still  greater  importance, 
which  will  evolve  themselves  in  the  course  of  our 
narrative.  But.  as  we  profess  to  present  to  the  reader 
not  a  precise  detail  oi  circumstances,  according  to 
th^ir  order  and  date,  but  a  series  of  pictures,  endea- 
vouring to  exhibit  the  most  striking  incidents  before 
the  eye  or  imagination  of  those  whom  it  may  concern, 
we  therefore  open  a  new  scene,  and  bring  other  acton 
upon  the  stage. 

Along  a  wasted  tract  of  country,  more  than  tvirelve 
miles  distant  from  the  Garde  Doloureuse,  in  the  heat 
of  a  summer  noon,  which  shed  a  burning  lustre  on 
the  silent  valley  and  the  blackened  ruins  of  the  cotta- 
ges with  which  it  had  been  once  graced,  two  travellera 
wanced  slowly,  whose  palmer  cloaks,  pilgrims'  staves, 
large  slouched  hats,  with  a  scallop  shell  qound  on  the 
front  of  each,  al)ove  all,  the  cross,  cut  in  red  cloth 
upon  their  shoulders,  marked  them  as  pilgrims  who 
had  accomplished  their  vow,  and  had  returned  from 
that  fatal  bourne,  from  which  in  those  days,  returned 
so  few  of  the  thousands  who  visited  it.  whether  in 
the  love  of  enterprise,  or  in  the  ardour  oi  devotion. 

The  pilgrims  had  passed,  that  morning,  through  a 
scene  of  devastation  similar  to,  and  scarce  surpassed 
in  misery  by,  those  which  they  had  often  trod  during 
the  wara  of  the  Cross.  They  had  seen  liamh'ts  which 
appeiired  to  have  suffered  all  the  fury  of  military  ex- 
ecution, the  houses  being  burned  to  tne  ground  ;  and 
in  many  cases  the  carcasses  of  the  miserable  inhabit- 
ants, or  rather  relics  of  such  objects,  were  suspended 
on  temnorary  gibbets,  or  on  the  trees,  which  had  been 
allowed  to  remain  standing,  only,  it  would  seem,  to 
servo  the  convenience  of  the  executioners.  Living 
creaturi's  they  saw  none,  excepting  those  wild  denizens 
of  nature  who  seemed  silently  resuming  the  now- 
wasted  district,  from  which  they  might  have  been 
formerly  expelled  by  the  course  ot  civilization.  Their 
ears  were  no  less  disagreeably  occupied  than  their 
eyes.  The  j^ensive  travellera  might  indeed  hear  the 
screams  of  the  raven,  as  if  lamenting  the  decay  of  tho 
carnage  on  which  he  had  been  gorged :  and  now  and 
ihen  the  plaintive  howl  of  some  dog,  deprived  of  hia 
iiome  and  master ;  but  no  sounds  which  argued  either 
labour  or  domestication  of  any  kind. 

The  sable  figures,  who  with  wearied  steps,  as  it  ap- 
peared, travelled  through  these  scenes  of  desolation 
nnd  ravAve,  seenieil  assimilated  to  them  in  appear- 
ance. They  spoke  not  virith  each  other— they  looked 
not  to  each  other— but  one,  the  shorter  of  tne  |>air, 
keeping  about  half  a  paci^  in  front  of  his  companion, 
they  moved  slowly,  as  priests  returning  from  a  ainner'a 
death-bed,  or  rather  as  spectres  flitting  along  the  pre 
i'ints  of  a  churchyard. 

At  length  they  reached  a  grassy  mound,  on  the  top 
of  which  was  place<l  one  of^  those  receptacles  for  the 
dead  of  the  ancient  British  chiefs  of  distinction,  called 
Kist-Vaen,  which  are  composed  of  upright  fragmenca 
of  granite,  so  placed  as  to  form  a  stone  coffin,  or 
something  hearing  that  resemblance.  Tho  acpulchre 
had  been  long  violated  by  the  victorious  Saxona, 
either  in  scorn  or  in  idle  curiosity,  or  because  trba- 
aures  were  siipposed  to  be  sometimes  concealed  in 
such  spots.  Tlie  hiigc  flat  stone  which  had  once  been 
the  cover  of  the  coffin,  if  so  it  might  oe  termed,  lav 
broken  in  two  pieces  at  somedistiince  from  the  sepul- 
chre; and,  overgrown  as  the  fragments  were  with 
grass  and  lichens,  showed  plainly  that  the  Iki  bad  been 
removed  to  ita  praaent  situation  many  yaara  befbra. 
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A  fftiinted  and  doddered  onk  still  fpi^ad  itn  brnnt:hrs  I 
over  the  orw  n  and  rude  Ii4nuii4)lciiin,  un  if  thf  Druid's  | 
bndtrt.'  and  tMiiMpni,  BhalU'rcHl  nnd  stonn-lirukin,  wns  ■ 
atiil  w  ridin;:  diutirr  its  pmtccUoa  to tlic  last  rciiinania  ' 
of  tlurir  w«ri*hip. 

"Tliip,  tlion,  ia  the  KiRt-vaen,"  aaid  the  aliorter 
pilgrim;  'ami  licrf  \vc  inusl  abide  tiding  of  our 
iicimt.  But  wliai,  Philip  (tuarino,  have  wu  to  cxi)ei't 
as  an  ('X|>!nnaliun  of  the  di.'vaslulion  which  we  havu 

"  Somt*  incursion  of  the  WVlsh  wolvrs,  my  lonl," 
replii'il  Gii.iriiu' ;  "and,  by  Our  Lady,  hcrt*  Y\*-s  a  poor 
Saxon  Kht:i-p  whoiii  ih<'y  havt'  i(nappt.tl  uj>/' 

The  (!>>nsiahlf  (for  he  was  the  uilgnni  who  had 
walked  forenioft)  turned  a»he  hcanl  hls^«luireHpl^1k, 
and  saw  the  eon^^' of  a  man  anion^nt  the  loni!j$ra!»8; 
by  which,  mdred,  it  wum  so  hidden,  that  ht;  min^If 
Jind  pa<!«t>d  wiihout  nuliee,  what  the  esfjuire.  in  lesd 
abatraeted  nuMxi,  had  not  failiid  to  obhi'rvc.  Tlie  lea- 
thern doublet  of  the  slain  benpoke  him  an  English 
lieasant— the  bo<ly  lay  on  itH  face,  and  the  arrow 
whieh  hail  eauaeu  his  death  still  stuirk  in  his  back. 

Phdip  Guarine,  with  the  c(m)1  indititTcnee  of  one 
lutcustomed  to  such  sireneH,  drew  the  shaft  from  the 
man's  ba«'k,  a»  compoifkfily  as  he  would  have  re- 
moved it  from  the  bodv  of  a  deer.  With  Hiniilar  in- 
ditrcrence  the  Constable  H^nL^d  to  his  <isquire  to  f^ivc 
him  the  arrow— looked  at  it  with  indolent  curitjsity, 
and  then  faaid,  ''  Thou  hast  iorgotten  thy  old  erati, 
Guanne,  when  thou  eallest  that  a  Welsh  shaft.  Trust 
me,  it  tiew  from  a  Xorrnan  bow;  but  why  it  should 
be  found  in  the  body  of  that  English  churl,  I  can  ill 
guess." 

'*  Sonic  nmaway  serf,  I  would  warrant— some  mon- 
grel cur,  who  had  joined  the  Welsh  pack  of  hounds," 
answered  the  caquire. 

"It  may  be  so,"  said  the  Constable;  "but  I  rather 
au$(ur  some  c<vd  war  anions  the  Lords  Marchers 
themstlvea.    The  Welsh,  indt^'d,  sweep  the  villages,  ! 
and  leave  nothing  bf-hind  them  but  blood  and  ashes, 
but  here  even  casttles  seem  to  have  been  stormed  and  • 
taken.    May  God  send  us  good  news  of  the  Garde  j 
Doloureuse ! ' 

"Amen  !"  replied  his  squire;  "but  if  Renault  Vidal 
bnng.s  it,  'twill  be  the  first  time  ho  has  proved  a  bird 
of  goiKi  omen." 

Philip,"  said  the  Constable,  "I  have  already  told 
thee  thou  art  a  jcalous-patcd  ibol.  How  many  times 
has  Vidal  shown  his  fuith  in  doubt— his  addrL>ss  in 
difliculty— his  coura;(e  in  battle— his  patience  under 
aufieriiig  ?*' 

"It  may  be  all  very  true,  my  lord,"  R'plied  Gua- 
rine; "yet— but  what  avails  to  Binm?— I  own  he 
ha;*  done  you  sometimes  giKni  service:  but  loath 
werv  i  that  your  life  or  honour  were  at  tlie  mercy  of 
Renault  Vidal." 

"in  the  name  of  all  the  saints,  thiiu  peevish  and 
auspicious  fool,  what  is  it  thou  canst  found  ui>on  to 
hia4)rejiidicu  ?" 

"Noihin;;,  my  lord,"  replied  fiiiarine,  "but  in- 
Ptinciive  suspicion  and  aversion.  The  child  that,  for 
the  first  lime,  sf.'cs  a  snake,  knows  nolhinu  of  its  evil 

KroperticH,  yet  he  will  not  chase  it  and  take  it  up  a» 
c  would  a  bultertly.  Such  is  my  difclike  of  Vidal— I 
cannot  help  it.  1  c<iuld  panlon  the  man  his  malicious 
and  gliMiiny  sidelong  lool^s,  when  he  thinks  no  one 
observes  him ;  hut  his  sneering  laugh  1  cannot  (or- 

f;ive— it  is  like  the  l>ea$t  we  heard  ol'  in  Jiidea,  wlio 
auxhs,  they  say.  before  he  tears  and  destroys." 

'Philip,'  .said  De  Lacy,  **1  am  sorry  for  thee- 
sorry,  fn)in  my  soul,  to  Koe  such  a  predominating  and 
cauHelesa  jealousy  occupy  the  brnin  of  a  gallant  old 
soldier.  Here,  in  this  lani  niiHfortuiK%  to  recall  no 
more  ancient  proofs  of  his  fidehty,  could  he  mean 
otherwisi^  than  wdl  wiih  us.  when,  thrown  by  ship- 
wrock  upon  the  coast  of  Wales,  we  would  have  been 
doomed  to  instant  death,  had  the  Cyinri  recognised 
m  mo  the  Constable  of  Chester,  and  in  thee  his  trusty 
esquire,  the  executioner  oi  his  commands  against  the 
Welsh  in  so  many  instanci*!!  ?" 

"I  acknowledi^e,"  said  Philip  Guarine.  "death  had 
ftiiuly  been  our  fortune,  had  not  that  man's  ingenuity 
lepnrsenied  us  as  pilgrims,  and,  under  that  character, 
acted  as  our  iDteipreter— and  ia  that  characti;r  be 


entirely  prtx:lude(i  ns  from  gptririg  information  frmi 
any  one  rc-(iM'clm:j;  the  state  of  tilings  here,  whickit 
Itehoved  viNjr  lorii;thip  much  to  know,  and  which  I 
must  needs  nay  looks  gloomy  and  auspicious  eni)u;!fa." 

"  Still  art  tnoii  a  fool,  Guarine,''  aaid  the  f^onstt- 
hie;  "for,  look  you,  had  Vidal  meant  ill  by  ua,  v^ v 
should  h"  not  have  betraYe<i  us  to  the  Welsh,  or  n- 
I'rn.'d  UH,  by  showiiii;  sucn  knowledge  as  thou  and  I 
may  have  of  their  gibberish,  to  betray  ourselves?" 

"  Well,  my  lord,  saiil  Guarine,  "I  may  be  ailenoed, 
but  not  HniiNfied.  All  tlie  fair  wonU  be  can  speak- 
all  the  fine  tunes  he  can  play— llenault  Vidal  will  be 
to  my  eyes  ever  a  dark  aiKl  siiapicious  man,  with  fea- 
tures always  reatiy  to  mould  themselves  into  the  fit- 
test Ainii  to  attract  confidence;  with  a  tongue fram«d 
to  utter  the  most  tiattering  and  agreeable  wonii  it 
one  time,  and  at  another  toplav  iihrewd  plainness  or 
bhini  honesty;  and  an  eye  whicli,  when  he  thinlu 
hims4.I  unobserved,  contradicts  every  assumed  ei- 
preHMon  of  featun.'s,  every  protestation  of  honeMy, 
and  every  word  of  courtesy  or  cordiality  to  which  hu 
tongue  has  given  utterance.  Hut  I  a^ioak  nut  ioor 
on  the  subject ;  only  I  am  an  old  masiiHJ  of  the  true 
brei.'d— I  love  my  master,  but  cannot  endure  souk  of 
\\uHit}  whom  he  favours ;  and  yonder,  as  I  judge, coous 
Vidal.  to  give  iis  such  an  account  of  our  situation,  u 
it  shall  pleane  him." 

A  horseman  was  indeed  seen  advancing  in  thepaih 
lowardii  the  Kist-vaen,  with  a  hasty  pace;  and  kia 
dre8.*s  in  which  something  of  the  Kastcrn  fashion  vit 
manifest,  with  the  fantastic  attire  usually  worn  bf 
men  of  his  professi')n,  made  the  Constable  aware  tbt 
the  minstrel,  of  whom  they  wuro  speaking,  was  n- 
pidlv  approaching  them. 

Although  Hugode  Lacy  rendered  thisattendaotne 
more  than  what  in  justice  he  supposetl  hisservioM 
demandivJ,  when  he  vindicaleil  him  from  the  SHpi- 
cioiifl  thrown  out  by  Guarine^  yet  at  the  botrotn  oii» 
heart  he  had  sometimes  nhared  those  suspicions,  lod 
waso.ten  angry  at  himself,  as  a  just  and  hone«t  inani 
for  censuring,  on  the  slight  testimtmy  of  looks,  ud 
sometimes  casual  expressions, a  fidelity  whi^h  seemed 
to  he  proved  by  many  acts  «>f  zeal  and  inti^rity. 

When  Vidal  approached  and  dismounted  toiaiki 
his  obeisance,  his  master  hasteil  to  S{>eak  to  him  il 
words  of  favour,  as  if  conscious  he  had  been  partly 
sharing  Guarine's  unjust  ludgincnt  upon  hiiruhj-ms 
listening  to  it.  "  Welcome,  my  trusty  Vidal."  beiaid; 
"  thou  hast  been  the  raven  that  fed  us  on  the  m 
aiiiu  of  Wales,  he  now  the  dove  that  brings  us  ^- 
tidings  from  the  Marches.— Thou  art  silent.  TVhal 
mean  these  downcast  looks— that  embarrassed  cv- 
riai;4 — that  cap  phicketi  down  o'er  thine  eyes?— Is 
(vikI's  name,  man,  si)eak !— Fear  not  for  me— lets 
bear  worse  than  tongue  of  man  may  tell.  Tliou  hart 
seen  me  in  the  wars  of  Palestine,  when  my  brave  fol^ 
lowers  fell,  man  by  man,  around  me,  nnd  when  1  ww 
left  well  nigh  alone— and  did  1  blench  then?— ThM 
bant  seen  me  when  the  ship's  keel  lay  grating  on  iht 
rock,  and  the  billows  fiew  in  foam  over  her  deck-did 
I  blench  then'?— No  -nor  will  I  now." 

"  Boast  not,"  said  the  minstrel,  looking  fixedly  Bpoa 
the  I  'onstable,  as  the  former  assimied  the  iK>rl  and 
counti^nanceof  one  who  sets  Fortune  and  horutawst 
inaliiw  at  defiance—"  boast  not,  lest  thy  bands  be 
made  strong." 

There  was  a  pause  of  a  minute,  during  which  the 
group  formed  at  this  instant  a  pingular  picture. 

Alraid  to  ask,  yet  ashamed  tosetni  to  fear  the.^ 
tidings  which  impended,  the  Constable  confronted  hit 
messenger  with  person  erect,  arms  folded,  nnd  biuw 
expanded  with  n:solution ;  while  the  minstrd,  ca-md 
beyond  his  usual  and  guarded  apathy  by  the  intrital 
of  the  moment,  bent  on  his  master  a  keen  fixed  alano^ 
as  if  to  observe  whether  his  courage  was  real  urai- 
8uin(.*<l. 

Philip  Guariik\  on  the  other  hand,  to  whom  HeB?ei^ 
in  assigning  him  a  rough  exterior,  had  denied  nettfatf 
sense  norobservaliiin,  ke|)t  his  eye  in  turn  firmly  fixed 
on  Vidal,  as  if  endeavouring  to  determine  what  wte 
the  character  of  that  deep  interest  which  gleained  it 
the  m  nstrel's  looks  apparently,  and  was  unable  to 
ascertain  whether  it  was  that  of  a  faithful  donip^tir 
symDatbeticaily  agitated  by  ilie  bad  news  with  wbiv 


,4. 


I" 
I  * 
t  - 
I 

\ 


mouDi-  i 
isaoud  I  < 

ed  cv-  t 


iuax.1 


THB  BEISOTHED. 


about  to  afltict  hin  maBtcr,  or  that  of  an  exe-  \ 
mlniKJinK  with  his  knife  suBpriMlifl  oyer  his  . 
fiKferriiifi  h:8  blow  until  he  vhoiiid  didi'over 
I  woiiiii  oc  moHt  si^nsihly  fth..  In  Guarinc's 
ivjudicud,  perlinpts  by  (he  previuus  opinion  he 
ertainctt,  the  latter  sontiinent  mj  diTiueilly  pre- 
ted,  that  he  longed  to  raise  his^tafll  and  strike 
o  tlie  c.irth  the  tuTvant,  who  hrnied  thus 
f  the  protracted  sutTennijis  of  liieir  common 

latth  a  convulsive  movement  crossed  the  brow 
4jnstahl<%  and  (tunrinu,  when  he  beheld  a  sar- 
nile  (>einn  to  curl  Vidnra  lip,  could  k«vp  silence  , 

er.     "  Vidal,"  he  »aid,  "  thoH  art  a" 

;arer  of  bad  tidiuffs"  aaid  VKial,  intirrupting 
therefore  subject  to  the  misconstruction  ol  ever>' 

0  cannot  distin^nsh  between  the  author  of 
nd  him  who  unwillinsly  reports  it."' 
«hai  i>uri>o9o  this  delay  r'  said  the  Constable. 
,  Sir  ^[instrel,  I  will  spare  you  a  pang— Eveline 
nken  and  forgotten  meT 
nmstrel  assented  bv  a  low  inclination. 

de  Lary  paccf)  a  snort  turn  before  the  stone 
en t.  endeavouring  to  conquer  the  deep  emotion 
hetolt.  *' I  fiirgive  her,"|  he  suid.  'Fonflve, 
sy?— Alas!  I  have  nothing  to  forgive.— She 
t  the  rii^ht  I  left  in  her  hand— ves— our  date  of 
nent  was  out— she  had  hearu  of  my  losses— 
iais— the  destruction  of  my  hopes— the  ex- 
re  of  my  wealth ;  and  has  taken  the  first  op- 
ty  which  strict  law  afTordeil,  to  break  off  her 
iient  with  one  bankrupt  in  fortune  and  fame, 
maiden  would  havo  done— perhaps  in  pru- 
ihould  have  done— this;— but  that  woman's 
iould  not  have  been  Eveline  Brrf.'nfi;er." 
amil  on  his  esquire's  arm,  and  for  un  instant 
head  on  his  shoulder  with  a  depth  of  emotion 
jruariiie  had  never  l>eforp  seen  him  betrny,  and 
in  awkwanl  kindness,  he  could  only  attempt 
ile  by  bidding;  his  master  "be  of  good  courage 
d  lost  but  a  woman.'* 

n  is  no  selfish  emotion,  Pnilin,"  said  the  Con- 
resuming  self-command.  "I  grieve  less  that 
left  me  than  that  she  has  misjudged  me— thai 
t  treated  me  as  the  pawnbroker  does  his 
■d  creilitor.  who  arrests  the  pledge  as  the  viry 
t  clapKes  within  which  it  mi};h(  have  been  rc- 
Did  she  then  think  that  I  in  my  turn  would 
sen  a  creditor  so  riKid?— that  I,  who,  since  1 
er,  scarce  deemed  myself  worthy  of  her  when 
ealih  mid  fame,  should  insist  on  her  sharing 
mished  and  d«'Knidi'd  fortunes?  How  httle 
r  knew  me,  or  how  selfish  must  she  have  siir»- 
ny  misfortunes  to  have  made  me !  But  be  it 
IB  u;orie,  and  may  she  be  happy.  The  thought 
*  ditfturl»ed  me  sliall  pass  from  my  mind ;  and 
link  she  has  done  that  which  I  mvself,  as  her 
•nd,  must  in  honour  have  adviNti. ' 
lying,  his  countenance,  to  the  surprise  of  hia 
nts,  resumed  its  usual  firm  coin|>osuru. 
ve  you  ioy,"  said  the  enquire,  in  a  whisper  to 
istrel;  your  evil  news  have  wounded  less 
han,  doubtli>ss,  yon  believed  was  pussible." 
s!"  nplicd  the  minstrel,  "Ihavu  others  and 
khiiid." 

answer  was  made  in  an  equivocal  tone  of 
orresfjonding  to  the  peculiarity  of  his  manner, 
£  that  se<*ming  emotion  of  a  deep  but  very 

1  riiaracter. 
•line  li<Tenger  is  then  marrie<]/'  said  the  Con- 

"oiid.  let  me  inske  a  wild  guess,— she  has  not 
ned  the  I'amili',  though  she  has  furtfaken  the 
lat  -she  is  still  a  Lacy?  h»  ?— Dult  that  iIkmi 
( ihnu  not  understand  me  7  ^  Sho  is  married  to 
1  de  Lary— to  my  lu-phew  ?" 
eribrt  wiih  which  the  Constable  gave  breath 
Hi|)positi«»n  formed  a  strange  contrast  to  the 
ine«l  smile  to  which  he  comitelled  his  features 
.0  uiterf<l  It.  With  such  a  smile  a  man  at)out 
k  poison  might  name  a  health,  as  he  put  the 
nrerage  to  his  lips. 

,  my  lonl— not  married"  answered  the  mm- 
ith  an  emphasis  on  the  wonl,  which  the  Con- 
iUBv  bow  to  inicipret 


'* No, no,"  he rcplietl quickly,  "not married, perhapi, 
but  eu:;n;4i<l--truih-i>lii;ht<Ml.  Wli> -reforo  not  7  The 
dale  of  her  old  affiance  was  out,  why  not  enter  into  b 
new  engagement  ?"' 

"  The  Lady  Eveline  and  Sir  Damian  de  Lacy  are 
not  affianced  that  I  know  of,*'  answered  his  attend- 
ant. 

This  reply  drove  De  Lacy's  patience  to  extremity. 

"Dog!  dost  thou  trifie  with  nie  T'  he  exclaimed: 
"  Vile  win^-pincher,  thou  torturest  mc !  Speak  the 
won>t  at  ontu',  or  I  will  presoiiily  make  thee  minstrel 
to  the  houseiiold  of  Satan.*' 

Calm  and  collected  did  the  minstrel  reply,—"  The 
Lady  Eveline  and  Sir  Dnmian  are  neither  married 
nor  affianced,  my  lord.  They  have  loved  and  lived 
together- /Hir  amount." 

"  Dog,  and  son,  of  a  dog^"  said  De  Lacy,  "  thoa 
liest !"  And,  seizing  the  minstrel  by  the  breast,  the 
exasperated  baron  shook  him  with  his  whole  strength. 
But  great  as  that  strength  was,  it  was  unable  to  stag- 
ger Vidal,  a  practised  wrestler,  in  the  firm  posture 
which  he  had  assumed,  any  more  than  his  master's 
wrath  coidd  disturb  the  composure  of  the  minstrel's 
bearing. 

"  Confess  thou  hast  lied,'*  said  the  Constable, 
releaeing  him,  after  having  eflcctcti  by  his  vk>lenca 
no  greater  deioee  of  agitation  than  tfie  exertion  of 
human  force  produces  upon  the  Rocking  Stones  of 
tlic  Druids,  which  may  ue  shaken,  indeed,  but  not 
displaced. 

"  Were  a  lie  to  buy  rny  own  life,  yea,  the  lives  of  all 
my  tribe,"  said  the  minstrel,  "  I  would  not  tell  one. 
But  truth  itself  is  ever  terimtl  falsehood  when  it 
counteracts  the  train  of  our  passions." 

"  Hear  him,  Philip  Guariiie,  hoar  him  V*  exclaimed 
the  Constable,  turning  hastily  to  his  sciuire :  "  He  cells 
me  of  my  disgrace— of  the  dishonour  of  my  house — 
of  the  depravity  of  those  whom  I  have  loved  the  best 
in  the  worhi— he  tells  me  of  it  with  a  calm  look,  an 
eye  composed,  an  unfaltering  tongue.— Is  this— can  it 
be  natural  ?  is  De  Lacy  sunk  so  low.  that  his  dis- 
honour shall  be  told  by  a  common  strolling  minstreL 
as  calmly  as  if  it  were  a  theme  for  a  vain  ballad  T 
Periiape  thou  wilt  make  it  one,  ha  I"  as  he  concluded, 
darting  a  furious  glance  at  the  minstri'l. 

"  Perhaps  1  might,  my  lord,"  reiilied  the  minstrel, 
"  were  it  not  that  I  must  record  liierein  the  din^ca 
of  Renault  Vidal,  who  served  a  lord  without  either 
patience  to  bear  insults  and  wrongs,  or  spirit  to  re- 
venge them  on  the  authors  of  his  shame.' 

"  Thou  art  right,  thou  art  right,  good  fellow,"  said 
the  Constable,  hastily;  "it  is  vengeance  now  slono 
which  is  left  us- .\nd  yet  upon  whom  !" 

As  he  spoke,  he  walked  shortly  and  hastily  to  and 
fro;  and,  becomina;  suddenly  sifent,  stood  still  and 
wrung  his  hands  with  deep  emotion. 

"  I  told  thee,"  said  the  minstrel  to  Guarine,  **  that 
mv  muse  would  find  a  tender  part  at  last.  Dnst  thoa 
reinembei'the  bull  fight  we  saw  in  Spain  7— A  thou- 
sand little  darts  perplexed  and  annoyed  the  noblo 
animal,  ere  he  received  the  lost  deadly  thrust  from 
the  lance  of  the  Moorish  cavalier." 

"Man,  or  fiend,  he  which  thou  wilt,"  replied 
Guarine,  "that  can  thus  drink  in  with  pleasure,  and 
ccmtemplate  at  your  ease,  the  misery  of  another,  I  bid 
thee  beware  of  me !  jUtter  thy  cold-bloodi^l  tnunta  in 
some  other  ear;  for  if  my  tongue  be  blunt,  I  wear  & 
swoni  that  is  sharp  enough." 

"  Thou  hast  seen  me  among  swords,"  answered 
the  minstrel,  "and  knowest  how  little  tem^r  they 
have  fur  such  as  I  am."  Yet  as  he  spoke  he  drew 
I  off  from  the  esquire.  He  had,  in  fact,  only  addn^ssed 
j  him  in  thatsortof  fulness  of  hen rt,  which  would  have 
vented  itself  in  soliloquy  if  alone,  and  now  poured 
itsi>lf  out  on  the  nearest  auditor,  witliuut  the  speaker 
being  entirely  conscious  of  the  sentiments  which  his 
speech  exciu.d. 

Few  minutes  hod  elapsed  liefore  the  Constable  of 
Chester  had  regained  tlie  calm  external  semblance 
with  which,  until  this  last  dn-adful  wound,  he  had 
borne  all  the  inflicti4ms  of  fortune.  He  tumtxi  to- 
wards his  folk)wt-r^  and  addresseti  the  minstrel  with 
his  usual  calmness,  "  Tliou  art  right,  good  fellow," 
he  nid.  **  in  what  thou  saidst  to  ue  but  now,  and  1 
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forgive  theo  the  taunt  which  accompanied  thy  sood 
counsel.  >Spnak  out,  in  (yod's  nnine,  and  HpouK  to 
one  pri'pnrtxl  to  endure  iho  v.vW  which  God  hnth  aent 
him.  OisrtcH,  n  itinhI  knight  iH  Ix'Ht  known  in  huttio, 
and  a  Clirifltinn  in  th(;tiiiit>of  tmublcaiid  adversity.'' 

The  tone  in  wliich  fho  (7onf<tahlo  8pokc  Keincd  to 
priKJiiee  n  cornnpondinR  effect  upon  the  deptjrtinent 
of  his  ffdlowern.  The  niinsird  dwppcd  at  onco  the 
cynical  and  audacionn  tone  in  whieh  he  had  hitherto 
seemed  to  tamper  with  the  passions  of  his  maiiter ; 
and  in  lan^uai^e  simple  and  n^dpectful,  and  which 
even  approached  to  sympathy,  informed  him  of  the 
evil  newH  which  he  had  collected  during  his  absence. 
It  wna  indeed  dituistrr^us. 

The  refusal  of  (he  f^ady  Eveline  BerenfTcr  to  admi! 
Montliermer  and  his  forces  into  hi.-r  castle,  had  of 
course  given  circulation  and  credence  to  all  the  ea- 
lumnie»  which  had  he*^n  circulated  to  her  prejudice, 
and  that  of  Damian  de  Lacy  ^  and  then*  were  many 
who,  for  various  causes,  were  interested  in  spreading 
and  sui)poriin;;  these  slanders.  A  lar^e  force  had 
heen  sent  into  the  country  to  subdue  the  insur»enl 
peasants ;  and  the  knights  and  nobles  despatched  for 
that  pun>ose,  failed  not  to  avenge  to  the  uttermost, 
upon  th(i  wretched  plebeians,  the  noble  blood  which 
they  had  spillt^  durini;  their  temporarv'  triumph. 

The  followers  of  the  unfortunate  Wenloek  were 
infectni  with  the  same  norsua.<iion.  lUamcd  by  manv 
for  a  hasty  and  cowardly  surrender  of  a  post  which 
miKhl  have  bi-en  defenfleti,  th^y  endeavour.'d  to  vindi- 
cate themsi-Ivesby  alle^im;  the  hostile  demonstrations 
of  I)e  Lacy's  cavalry  as  the  sole  cause  of  their  prema- 
ture submission. 

These  ruiururs,  supported  by  such  interestini  testi- 
inony,  spn^ad  wide  and  far  tnrou'^h  the  land;  and, 
joined  to  the  undeniable  fact  that  Damian  had  sought 
refuge  in  the  strons:  castle  of  Garde  Doloureiise, 
which  was  now  defending  itself  against  the  royal 
arms,  animated  the  numerous  enemi(.-8  of  the  house  of 
De  Lacy,  and  dn)ve  its  vnssals  and  friends  almost  to 
desfjair,  as  men  reduced  either  to  disown  their  feudal 
allegiance,  or  renounce  that  still  more  sacred  fealty 
which  they  owed  to  their  wivereiun. 

At  this  crisis  they  received  intelligence  that  the 
wife  and  active  monarch  by  whom  the  sceptre  of 
England  was  then  sway^l,  was  moving  towards  that 
part  of  England,  at  the  he^id  of  a  large  body  of  sol- 
diers, for  the,  purpose,  at  once  of  pressing  the  siege  of 
theGanle  Dolounjuse,  and,  completing  the  suppression 
of  the  insurrection  of  the  peasantry-,  which  Guy  Mon- 
thermer  had  nearly  accomplished. 

In  this  emergency,  and  when  the  friends  and  dc- 

eendants  of  the  House  of  Lacy  scarcely  knew  which 
and  to  turn  to,  Ilandal,  the  Constable's  kinsman, 
and,  after  Damian,  his  heir,  suddenly  appeared 
omongst  them,  with  a  royal  commission  to  raise  and 
command  such  followers  of  the  family  as  might  not 
desire  to  be  involved  in  the  supposed  treason  of  the 
Constable's  delegate.  In  troublesome  times,  men's 
Tices  are  forgotten,  providjsd  they  display  activity, 
courage,  and  pnidenc^\  ihe  virtues  then  most  reqiiireJ; 
and  the  appearance  of  Randal,  who  was  by  no  means 
deficient  in  any  of  these  attributes,  was  received  ns  a 
gooil  omen  by  the  followers  of  his  cousin.  They 
quickly  uatheivd  arouid  him,  surrendered  to  the  royal 
in&ndatc  such  strong  holds  as  they  possessed,  and,  to 
Yindicate  themselves  fn:)m  any  participation  in  the  al- 
leged crimes  of  Damian,  they  distinguished  them- 
Bclves.  under  Randal's  command,  against  such  scat- 
tered iKKlies  of  peasantry  as  still  kept  the  field,  or 
lurked  in  the  mountains  and  passes;  and  conducted 
thomselves  with  such  severity  after  success,  as  made 
the  troops  even  of  Monthermer  appear  gentle  and 
clement  in  comiiarison  of  those  of  De  Lacy.  Finally. 
Hith  the  banner  of  his  ancient  house  displayed,  and 
five  hundred  goo<1  men  assembled  under  it,  Randal 
appe.'rtxi  before  the  Garde  Doloureusc,  and  joined 
Henry's  camp  then». 

The  castle  was  already  hardly  pressed,  and  the  few 
defenders,  disabled  by  wounds,  watching,  and  priva-  ^ 
tion,  had  now  the  additional  discouragement  to  see 
disidaycd  against  their  walls  the  only  banner  in  Kng-  j 
«ind,  under  which  they  hod  hoped  forces  might  be 
austered  for  their  aid. 


;  The  high^rited  ontreoties  of  Eveline^  unbent  bf 
adversity  and  want,  gradually  lost  effect  on  the  d6. 
fenders  of  the  castle ;  and  proposals  for  surrender  were 
urseri  and  disf.-ussed  by  a  tumultuary  council,  into 
which  not  only  the  inferior  ofiicens,  but  many  of  tbe 
common  men,  had  thrust  themselves,  os  in  a  penod 
of  such  general  distress  as  unlooses  all  the  bondi  of 
discipline,  and  leaves  each  man  at  hl>erty  to  apeak 
and  act  for  himsi'lf.  To  iheir  surprise,  in  the  midnt  of 
I  their  discussions,  Damian  de  Lacy,  arisen  from  tbt 
sick-bed  to  which  he  had  been  so  long  confined, 
ap|M>ared  among  them,  pale  and  feeble,  his  cliefk 
tinged  with  the  ghastly  look  which  ia  left  by  long  ill- 
nes-H— he  leaned  on  his  poge  Amelot.  '*  Gr-nllemen," 
he  said,  "and  soldiers— yet  why  sht>uld  I  call  yoa 
either'?— Gentlemen  arc  ever  ready  to  die  in  benilf 
of  a  lady— soldiers  hold  life  in  scorn  compared  to  tbdr 
honour. ' 

"  Out  upon  him  !  out  upon  him !"  exclanned  one  of 
the  soldiers,  interrupting  him ;  *'  be  would  have  lu, 
who  are  innocent,  die  the  death  of  traitors,  and  bi 
hangeti  in  our  armour  over  the  walls,  rather  than  part 
with  his  leman." 

"Peace,  irreverent  slave!"  saki  Domian,  in  a  voi« 
like  thunder,  "or  my  last  blow  shall  be  a  mean  on& 
aimt^fi  against  such  a  caitiff  as  thou  art.— And  yuu," 
he  eontinui?d,  addressing  the  rest,— "you,  who  in 
,  shrinking  from  the  toils  of  vour'pn>feA9ion,  becaiM 
I  if  i-ou  persist  in  a  course  of  honour,  death  may  close 
them  a  few  years  sooner  than  it  nct^ls  must— yoo, 
who  arc  scared  like  children  at  the  sight  of  a  deoth*! 
I  head,  do  not  suppose  that  Damian  de  Lacy  would 
I  desire  to  shelter  himself  at  the  expense  of  those  livei 
I  which  you  hold  so  dear.    Make  your  bargain  with 
King  Henry.    Deliver  me  up  to  his  jiiMiice,  or  his  le 
verity;  or,  it  you  like  it  better,  strike  my  head  from 
my  bodv,  and  hnrl  it,  as  a  peace-offt-ring,  from  rht 
walls  of  the  castle.    To  God,  in  his  gtKKl  time,  will  I 
trust,  for  the  cIcm ranee  of  mine  honour.    In  a  word, 
sum-nder  me,  dead  or  alive,  or  open  the  gates  and 
pt'rmit  me  to  siim'mler  inysHf.    Only,  as  ye  are  mo^ 
since  1  may  n»)l  say  hotter  of  ye,  care  at  least  far  die 
safety  of  your  mititn.^s,  and  make  such  terms  as  may 
secure  her  safety,  and  save  yourselves  from  the  dis- 
honour of  l)eing  held  cowardly  and  perjured  caiti&iD 
your  graves." 

"Methinks  the  >'outh  speaks  well  and  ream>nably," 
said  Wilkin  Flammock.  "Ix-t  us  e'en  make  a  graoa 
of  surrendering  his  body  up  to  the  King,  and  asnit 
thereby  suih  terms  as  we  can  for  ourmjyes  and  tfas 
lady,  ere  the  last  niorsel  of  our  provision  is  coo- 
Burned." 

"  I  would  hanlly  have  proposed  this  measure,"  said, 
f)r  rather  mumbled.  Father  Aldrovand,  who  had  re- 
cently lost  four  of  his  front  teeth  by  a  stone  from  • 
sling — " i'et,  beinir  so  generously  ofleretl  by  the  party 
principany  concerned,  1  hold  with  the  learned  scbob- 
BSt,  Volenti  non/it  injitria." 

"  Priest  and  Fleming,"  said  the  old  banner-man, 
Ralph  Genvil,  "I  se*^  how  the  wind  stirreth  you;  but 
you  deceive  yourselves  if  you  think  to  make  iMir  youi^ 
master,  Sir  Damian,  a  scape-i^at  for  \-our  light  lady. 
\ay,  never  frown  nor  fume,  Sir  Daminn  ;  if  you  know 
not  your  safest  course,  we  know  it  for  you.— Follow- 
ers of  De  Lacy,  throw  yourselves  on  your  horses,  and 
two  men  on  one,  if  it  bie  mscessary- we  will  takethii 
stubborn  boy  in  the  midst  of  us.  and  the  dainty  sqniM 
Am>>}ot  shall  b*^  prisoner  too,  if  he  tnnible  us  with  bii 
peevish  opixisiiion.  Then  let  us  make  a  fair  soDy 
upon  the  siegers.  Those  who  can  cut  their  ww 
through  will  shift  well  enough ;  those  who  fall,  WBi 
be  provided  for." 

A  shout  from  the  troopers  of  Lacy's  band,  approvu 
this  proposal.  Whilst  the  followers  of  Berenger  n- 
postulati>d  in  loud  and  angry  tone,  Eveline,  snn- 
moned  by  the  tumult,  in  vain  endeavounxJ  to  appea« 
it;  and  the  anger  and  entreaties  of  Damian  wen 
'Kiually  lost  on  his  followers.  To  eoch  and  either  ifai 
answer  was  the  same. 

"  Have  yon  no  care  of  it— Because  you  lov«  ftr 
timonra,  is  it  reasonable  vou  should  thmw  awayyotf 
life  and  ours?"  So  exclaimed  Genvil  to  DeLarr; 
and  in  softer  language,  but  with  orpial  obstinacy^iM 
Mowers  of  Raymond  Berenger  refusod  oa  the  piciMU 
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occasion  to  listpn  to  the  commJindB  or  prafen  of  hia 
daiurhtfT. 

Wilkin  Flammock  had  retreated  from  the  tumult, 
when  he  saw  the  turn  which  matters  had  taken.  He 
leflt  the  castle  hy  a  sally-port,  of  which  he  hnd  been 
intrusted  with  the  key,  and  proceeded  without  obser- 
vation or  opposition  to  the  royal  camp,  where  he 
nqncsted  access  to  the  Sovereign.  This  was  easily 
obtained,  und  Wilkin  speeflily  found  himself  in  the 
pmrnce  of  Kin;;  Henry.  The  monarch  was  in  his 
royal  pnvilion,  attended  by  two  of  his  sons,  Richard 
and  John,  who  aAerwaras  swayed  the  sceptre  of 
England  with  very  different  auspices. 

•Ittow  now?— What  art  thou 7"  was  the  rojTil 
question. 

"^An  honest  man,  from  the  castle  of  the  Garde 
Dolonrcusc." 

"  Thou  mayest  be  honest,"  replied  the  Sovereign, 
"  but  thou  comcst  from  a  nest  oi  traitors.'* 

**  Such  as  they  aro^  my  lord,  it  is  my  purpose  to  put 
them  at  your  royal  disposal  i  for  they  have  no  longer 
the  w^isdom  to  i^idc  themselves,  and  lack  alike  pru- 
dence to  hold  out,  and  grace  to  submit.  But  1  would 
first  know  of  your  grace  to  what  terms  you  will  admit 
ihc  defenders  of  yonder  ^rrison  ?" 

"To  such  as  kings  give  to  traitors,"  said  Henry, 
•Kmly— "  sharp  knives  and  tough  cords." 

"  Nay,  my  gracious  lord,  y9u  must  be  kinder  than 
that  amounts  to,  if  the  castle  is  to  be  rendered  by  my 
means ;  else  will  your  cords  and  knives  have  only  my 
poor  body  to  work  upon,  and  you  will  be  as  far  as  ever 
from  the  inside  of  the  Garde  Doloureuse." 

The  King  looked  at  him  fixedly.  "  Thou  knoMrest," 
he  said,  "  tn ;  law  of  arms.  Here,  provost-marshal, 
itands  a  traitor,  and  yonder  stands  a  tree." 

"And  here  is  e  throat,"  said  the  stout-hearted  Flem- 
auL  unbuttoning  the  collar  of  his  doublet. 

^  By  mine  honour,"  said  Prince  Richard,  "  a  sturdy 
and  faithful  yeoman!  It  were  better  send  such  fel- 
bws  their  dinner,  and  then  buffet  it  out  with  them  for 
the  castle,  than  to  starve  them  as  the  beggarly  French- 
men famish  their  hounds." 

'*  Peace,  Richard,"  said  his  father ;  "  thy  wit  is  over 
green,  and  thy  blood  over  hot,  to  make  thee  my 
counsellor  here.— And  you,  knave,  speak  you  some 
reasonable  terms,  and  we  will  not  be  over  strict  with 
tbee." 

"  First,  then,"  said  the  Fleming,  "  I  stipulate  full 
ind  freej»ardon  for  life.  limb,  body  and  goods,  to  me, 
VTilkin  Flammock,  and  my  naughtpr  Rose." 

"A  true  Fleming,"  saiu  Princo  John;  "he  takes 
etre  of  himself  in  tne  first  instance." 

"His  reqnost,"  sakl  the  King,  "is  reasonable.— 
WTiarnexir 

"  Safety,  in  life,  honour,  and  land,  for  the  demoiselle 
Sveline  JJtTeniror." 

"How.  Sir  Knave  r*  said  the  the  King,  angrily  "is 
t  for  surn  as  thou  to  dictate  to  our  judgment  or  clem- 
ncy  in  the  cnseof  a  noble  Norman  lady?  Confine 
hy  mediation  to  such  as  thyself;  or  rather  render  us 
his  castle  without  farther  delay;  and  be  assured  thy 
k>ing  so  will  h*f  of  more  service  to  the  traitors  within, 
ban  Wi-cks  more  of  resistance,  which  must  and  shall 
m  bootless." 

The  Fleming  stood  silent,  unwilling  to  surrender 
rithout  some  s»|»ecific  terms,  yet  hajfctmvinced,  from 
he  situation  in  which  he  had  Ief>  the  garrison  of  the 
Sarde  Dolonivuse,  that  his  admittins  the  King's 
6rci*s  would  be  |)ernaps,  the  best  he  could  do  for  Lady 
Sveline. 

"I  like  thv  fidelity,  fipllow,"  said  the  King,  whose 
icutc  eye  prrcoivwf  the  stnigulc  in  the  Floming'i* 
msoin;  "but  rarry  not  thy  stubl»ornnes8  too  far. 
lave  we  not  said  we  will  be  gracious  to  yonder  offcnd- 
tra.  as  fer  as  (nir  rr)yal  duty  will  permit  ?" 

■'And,  roy:il  futlii^r,"  said  Prince  John,  interposing, 

*  I  prav  yoii  li  I  nu-  hav**  the  grace  to  take  first  posses- 
liouot  tfi'.'  G:ir<io  Doloureuse.  and  the  wardship  or  fur- 
eirurt>  of  the  offi-nding  lady." 

"/prav you  al*x  my  royal  father,  to  grant  John's 
lOon, '  said  hisbrotherRicnnrd,  in  a  tone  of  mockery. 

*  Consider,  royal  father,  it  is  the  first  desire  he  hath 
ihown  to  approach  the  barriers  of  the  castle,  thouj^h 
are  have  attacked  them  forty  times  at  least.    Marry, 


crossbow  and  mangonel  were  busy  on  the  former 
occasions,  and  it  is  hke  they  will  be  silent  now." 

"Peace,  Richonl,"  said  the  King;  "your  words, 
aimed  at  thy  brother's  honour,  pierce  my  heart!— 
John,  thou  hast  thy  boon  as  concerns  the  castle;  for 
this  unhappy  young  lady,  we  will  lake  her  in  our  own 
charge.— Fleming,  now  many  men  wilt  thou  under- 
take to  admit  7" 

Ere  Flammock  could  answer,  a  inquire  approached 
Prince  Richard,  and  whispered  in  his  ear,  yet  so  as  to 
be  heard  by  all  pres<;nt,  We  have  discovered  that 
some  internal  disturbance,  or  other  cause  unknown, 
has  withdrawn  many  of  the  warders  from  the  castle 
walls,  and  that  a  sudden  attack  might" 

"  Dost  thou  hear  that,  John  1"  exclaimed  Richard. 
"Ladders  man— get  ladders,  and  to  the  woll.  How 
I  should  delight  to  see  thee  on  the  highest  round— th/ 
knees  shaking— thy  hands  grasping  convulsively,  liko 
thc*seof  one  in  an  ague  fit- all  air  around  thee,  saVea 
baton  or  two  of  wood— the  moat  below— half-a-dozea 
pikes  at  thy  throat" 

"Peace,  Richai^,  for  shame,  if  not  for  charity P' 
said  his  father,  in  a  tone  of  anger,  mingled  with  gne£ 
"And  thou,  John,  get  ready  for  the  assault."  ^ 

"  As  soon  as  I  nave  put  on  my  armour,  father." 
answered  the  Prince;  and  withdrew  slowly  with  a 
visage  so  blank  as  to  promise  uo  speed  in  bis  pre- 
parations. 

His  brother  laughed  as  he  retired,  and  said  to 
his  squire,  "It  were  no  bad  jest^  Alberick,  to  cany 
the  place  ere  John  can  change  his  silk  doublet  for  a 
Bteel  one." 

So  saying,  he  hastily  withdrew,  and  his  father  ex- 
claimed m  paternal  distress,  "  Out,  nlas !  as  much  too 
hot  as  his  brother  is  too  cold ;  but  it  is  the  manlier 
fault— Gloucester,"  said  he  to  that  celebrated  earl, 
"  take  sufficient  strength,  and  follow  Prince  Richard 
to  guard  and  sustain  nim.  If  any  one  can  rule  him, 
it  must  bo  a  knight  of  thy  established  fame.  Alas! 
alas !  for  what  sin  have  I  deserved  the  atfiiction  of 
these  cruel  family  feuds !" 

"  Be  comforted,  my  lord,"  said  the  chancellor,  who 
was  also  in  attendance. 

"  Speak  not  of  comfort  to  a  father,  whose  apne  ar« 
at  discord  with  each  other,  and  agree  only  in  their 
disobedience  to  him !" 

Tlitis  spoke  Henry  the  Second,  than  whom  no  wiser, 
or,  generally  speakmg,  more  fortunate  monareh,  ever 
sat  upon  the  throne  of  England ;  yet  whose  life  is  a 
striking  illustration,  how  family  dissenskins  can  tar^ 
nish  the  most  brilliant  lot  to  which  Heaven  pcrinita 
humanity  to  aspire;  and  how  little  gratified  ambition, 
extendeci  powjr,  and  the  highest  reputation  in  war 
and  in  peace^  can  do  towards  curing  the  wounds  of 
domestic  affliction. 

The  sudden  and  fiery  attack  of  Richard,  who  bat- 
tened to  the  escalade  at  the  head  of  a  score  of  follow- 
ers, collected  at  random,  hnd  the  complete  effect  of 
surprise ;  and  having  surmounted  the  walls  with  their 
ladders,  before  the  contending  parties  within  were 
almost  aware  of  the  assault,  the  assailants  burst  open 
the  gates,  and  admittetl  Gloucester,  who  had  hastily 
followed  with  a  slmng  body  of  men-at-arms.  Tho 
garrison,  in  their  state  of  suri>ri!<e,  confusion,  and  dia 
union,  ofiered  but  little  resistance,  and  would  havd 
been  put  to  the  s\^'ord,  and  the  place  plundered,  had 
not  Henry  himself  entered  it,  and  by  his  personal  ex- 
ertiims  and  authority,  restrained  thb  excesses  of  tli«: 
dissolute  soldiery. 

The  King  conducted  himsclt*,  considering  the  timctf 
and  the  provocation,  with  laudable  moderation.  Ho 
contf-nted  himself  with  disarming  and  dismissing 
the  common  soldiers,  giving  them  some  trifle  to  carry 
them  out  of  the  country,  le?t  want  should  lead  them 
to  fonn  themselves  into  ban<ls  of  robbers.  The  oflS- 
cers  were  more  si-verely  treatr-d.  Iieing  for  the  greater 
part  thrown  into  dungeons,  to  abide  the  course  of  the 
law.  In  particular,  imprisonment  was  the  lot  of  Da- 
mian  de  I«aey,  aeainst  whom,  believing  the  vanouf 
charw.^  with  which  he  was  losde<l,  Henry  wna  so 
higliK'  incensed,  that  he  purposed  to  make  him  aii 
example  to  all  faiHe  knights  and  di.Hlo>Ttl  subjecta. 
To  tho  Lady  KvehneBercngcr  ho  assigned  her  owti 
•partmenc  ••  a  priaon,  in  wuch  tbib  wu  booourablf 
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•ttpndcd  by  Ro»o  and  Alien  but  aiinrd*d  with  the 
mmoMt  Biriciness.  Il  was  K'-nernlly  n'jM»ri«l  that 
her  donn'snt'S  wi«uld  hit  d^'clnrl'(^  n  torfeitun*  to  tii«> 
crown,  nml  be.stov^cd,  nt  icn^t  in  pnrr,  u;H)n  Rondai 
dc  Laoy,  who  hud  done  ^u.yl  }<l^rvice  durin>(  thii 
wt'Bo.  Her  ptrrson,  if  waj*  fho-.iyht,  waf  doPtiiifl  to 
ihf  apciijsion  of  soiiu*  distant  Krfnoh  nunnery,  wh«To 
Khe  nii;j;ht  at  K-ij*urc  npiiil  hur  of  her follicii  und  her 
ra!»hne?M. 

Fatlior  AMrovnnd  was  delivoR'd  up  to  thedisHpline 
of  his  convrnt,  I«>n;rexf>eri(.'nee  hnvin-^  very  efFi^iuaHy 
tait^ht  Henry  the  iinpnidi'nee  of  infrinqin^  on  the 
pTivilc:re!»  of  the  chiinrh;  ulthou:;h,  when  th<?  Kinor 
iirsi  lH.-iiel.l  him  with  n  niHiycoralet  claizpi<d  over  hin 
fn>ek,  he  with  difificiilty  r»'pr«*'*«'d  the  desire  lo  cuiis*.' 
him  to  be  hiiny'd  over  the  battlements,  to  preach  to 
the  raven H. 

With  Wilkin  Flammoek,  Henrj*  held  mneh  confiT- 
enciv  particularly  on  the  subject  of  manufactured  and 
coinmcr(*e;  on  which  thoHound-hoadcii,  thou^h  hlunt- 
spoken  F'leiniu;;?,  wan  will  qualified  to  msrruct  an  in- 
telligent monarch.  "Thy  inteniionp,"  he  said,  " ahall 
not  lie  foricottcn,  ^'ood  fi'ilow,  thou>;h  they  havcbe<Mi 
anticipated  f>y  the  lieaillonK  valour  of  my  H«»n  Richard, 
which  has  c  )<*f  some  poor  eaitifTi^  their  lives— Richard 
loves  not  to  sheathe  a  bl(V)dlesH  weapon.  Rut  thou 
and  thy  countrymen  shall  return  to  thy  mills  yonder, 
with  a  full  panton  for  past  oflenc^.^s,  so  that  you  med- 
dle no  more  with  sueh  treasonable  mattt^rs. 

"And  our  priviles«'«  and  dutios,  my  lieae?"  said 
Flnnnnock.  Vour  .Majesty  knows  well  wo  are  vas- 
sals to  the  lord  of  this  easile,  and  must  follow  him  in 
battle." 

"It  shall  no  lon£?nr  be  so,"  said  Henry;  "I  will 
form  a  communiry  of  Flemin;;*  here,  and  thou.  Flam- 
mock,  phalt  bo  Mayor,  that  thou  mayst  not  plead 
feudal  obedience  for  a  relapw  into  treasim." 

"Treason,  my  lie;?er'  said  Flammoek,  longing  vet 
ficanrc  vcnturinsr,  to  interpose  a  word  in  Ik'halr  of 
Lady  Eveline,  for  whom,  despite  the  constitutional 
coolness  of  his  temperaiueni,  be  really  felt  much  in- 
terest—"  I  would  that  your  Grace  but  jusdy  knew  how 
many  threads  went  to  that  woof." 

"Peace,  simdi !— meddle  with  voiir  loom,"  said 
Henry;  "and  if  we  deiti^n  to  spcaK  to  tht»e  eoncern- 
iuK  the  mechanical  arts  which  thou  dost  profess,  take 
il  for  no  warrant  to  intrude  farther  on  our  privacy." 

The  F'leming  retired,  n^uked,  and  in  nlence;  and 
the  fate  of  the  unhappy  prisoners  remained  in  the 
King's  bosom.  Ho  hunsrlf  took  up  his  lod^^ns^  in 
the  castle  of  the  Garde  Doloureuset  as  a  convenient 
station  for  sending;  abroad  parties  to  suppress  and 
extiiipruish  all  the  embers  of  rebellion ;  and  so  active 
was  Randal  do  Lacy  on  th(*s«>  occasiona,  that  he 
appean^l  daily  to  rise  in  the  Kind's  Rmce,  and  was 
gratified  with  connidenible  grants  out  of  the  domains 
of  Ben'n}?er  and  Lacy,  which  the  Kin^  seemed  al- 
ready to  treat  as  forfcii.»d  property.  Most  men  eon- 
nderinl  this  ^rowin^  favour  of  Randal  as  c  perilous 
omen,  both  ti>r  the  life  of  youu);  Do  Lacy,  and  for  the 
.'ate  of  the  unfortunate  Eveline. 


CHAPTER  XXX. 

A  vow,  a  vow— I  Iinw  n.  vow  rn  Hi^tmi. 
Shall  I  brintr  notjiiry  aiMin  my  miul  1 
Nil,  not  for  Venice.  — 3ferrJkjjil  4/'  Venke. 

TffE  conclusion  of  the  last  chapter  contains  the 
tidin;;s  with  which  the  minstrel  ureeted  his  unhappy 
master,  Hu!;o  de  Lacy;  not  indeed  with  the  same 
detail  of  circumstances  with  which  we  have  been 
able  to  invest  the  narrative,  but  so  as  to  infer  the 
genertl  and  appalling  facts,  that  his  betroth(»d  bride, 
and  beloved  and  tnisted  kinsman,  had  leaded  to>^- 
ther  for  his  dishonour— had  raised  the  banner  of 
rebellion  against  their  lawful  sovereipfii.  and,  failinv 
in  their  audacious  attempt,  had  bn)iiL;ht  the  lifo  of 
one  of  tliem,  at  lenst,  into  the  most  imminent  dan- 
ger, and  th;}  ftjrtuni'S  of  the  HoiiHe  of  Lacy,  urili-ns 
■omo  instant  remedy  could  be  lound.  to  the  wry 
lreri»e  of  niin. 

Vid.d  marked  the  countenance  of  bis  master  as  he 
flnoke,  w'.tli  the  sum  •  keen  ob.«urTation  which  the 
cliirurgc(*n  gives  to  tbo  progreiis  i^f  hiv  diasccuug 


knife.  There  was  j^ef  on  the  Constable^  featona 
— di'cp  £^rief--b:it  without  the  expression  of  abase* 
ment  or  prostration,  which  UHiially  acoompames  it; 
an^er  and  shame  were  there— but  thev  were  both  of 
a  noble  character,  seemingly  excited  b/  his  bride 
and  nephew's  iransTTPssinc  tlie  laws  oi  alleRiaDotL 
honour,  and  virtue,  ratiicr  than  by  the  di«pai-e  and 
damage  which  he  himself  sustaincxi  thru*  their  chine. 

TIk'  ininstrc!  was  so  much  nstonislied  at  thiH  chanoe 
of  (I  >nortment,  from  the  sensitive  acuteness  of  a^iiy 
which  attended  the  bcirinniiix  of  Ins  narrative,  that 
he  ste|)i)ed  hack  two  paces,  and  uazin^  on  the  Con- 
ftahle  with  wonder  mixen  with  admiration,  ex- 
claimed, "  We  have  heard  of  martyrs  in  Palestine,  but 
riiiH  cxciM'dM  thein!" 

"  Woniier  n<»t  so  much,  pwd  frH»nd,'*  said  thoCon- 
stal)li\  i>atiiMiily;  "it  is  the  first  blow  of  the  lanccor 
mac<*  which  pierces  or  stuns— those  which  follow  ire 
ljtflcf.lt."* 

"Think,  my  lord,"  said  Vidal,  "all  is  lost-4oTC. 
dominion,  hif^ch  office,  and  bright  fame— «o  late  1 
chit^f  anion.:;  nobles— now  a  p<¥>r  palmer!" 

"  Wouldst  thou  make  sport  with  my  misery  T*  said 
Huffo,  sternly;  "but  even  that  comes  of  course  be* 
hind  my  back,  and  why  slnmld  it  not  be  endured 
when  said  to  my  face  ?— Know,  then,  minstrel,  and 

[Hit  it  in  soiiK  if  you  list,  that  Hu;|ro  De  l.a'^y,  havinft 
ost  all  he  carrii^l  to  Pnlfstine,  aiid  all  which  he  It-Ti 
at  home,  is  stdi  loni  of  his  own  mind  ;  and  adversitf 
can  no  more  shake  hiui,  than  the  bn^eze  whicn 
strips  the  oak  of  its  leaves  can  tear  up  tlie  trunk  by 

the  HKltS." 

"IS'ow,  by  the  tomb  of  mv  fiither,"  said  the  min- 
strel, rapturouslv,  "  this  man  s  nobleness  in  too  rAuch 
for  my  resolve!^'  and  stf^opin^  hastily  to  the  Consta- 
ble, he  kneeled  on  one  knei\  ami  caucht  his  hand 
more  freely  than  the  state  maintuinfid  by  men  of  De 
Lacy's  rank  usually  permitted. 

"Here,"  said  Vidal,  "on  this  hand— this  noblt 
hand— I  renounce" 

But  en;  he  could  utter  another  word,  Hugo  dc  Lacy, 
who,  perhaps,  fell  the  freedom  of  the  action  as  aa 
intrusion  on  his  fallen  condition,  pullcxJ  bock  his 
hand,  and  bid  the  minstrel,  with  astitm  frown,  arise, 
and  remember  that  misfortune  made  not  Do  Lacy  a 
fit  personage  for  a  mummery. 

Renault  Vidal  rose  rebuked.  "I  had  forp:ot,"he 
said,  "the  distance  btnwoen  an  Armorican  violer  and 
a  biffh  Norman  baron.  1  thou^t  tiiai  the  samedeptb 
of  sorrow,  the  same  burst  of  joy,  levelled,  for  a  mo- 
ment at  least,  those  artificial  barriers  by  which  men 
are  divided.  Rut  it  is  well  as  it  is.  Live  within  the 
limits  of  your  rank,  as  heretofore  within  yourdunjoo 
tower  and  your  fosses,  my  lord,  undisturbed  by  the 
sympathy  of  any  mean  man  like  me.  I,  too^  have 
my  duties  to  dischnrpe." 

*'  And  now  to  the  Ganle  Doloureusc,"  said  the  ba- 
mn.  turning  to  Philip  Guarine— "  God  knoweth  bow 
Mrell  it  deaervefh  the  name !— there  to  learn,  with  our 
own  eyes  and  ears,  the  truth  of  these  woful  tidings.— 
Dismount,  minstrel,  and  ^ivc  me  thy  palfrey— I  woukl, 
Gunrine,  that  J  had  one  for  thee— as  for  Vidal,  bis  at- 
tendance is  less  necL-ssary.  I  will  face  my  foeS|  or 
my  misfortunes,  like  a  man— that  be  assured  of,  viol- 
er; and  look  not  so  sullen,  knave— 1  will  not  foi^ 
old  adherents." 

"  One  of  them,  at  least,  will  not  forget  you,  my  lord," 
replied  tho  minsin'l,  with  his  usual  dubious  tone  of 
look  and  emphasis. 

Hut  just  as  the  Constable  was  about  to  prick  for- 
wards, two  persons  appeared  on  the  path,  mounted 
on  one  horse,  who,  hidden  by  some  dwarf- wood,  had 

*  Airh  an  pxprenion  is  mrd  to  liavr  bei'n  i»n}  I»j  Mandiia 
Ibo  cflphratcd  •iniur/rler.  while  in  tlio  oct  oftwinir  bniken  upoa 
tliH  whevl.  Tliii  drradAil  puniclinwnt  ouiiJiiiiia  in  ihv  view- 
tirnKT,  with  a  Iwiror  irtin,  briMikine  (lie  irthMildpr  biiiiM.  arnu, 
tliieli-bonvn,  nml  li'irn  nf  tic*  rriininnl.  tnlcin;  }ti«  alU'riMtp 
Kiili;^.  TUf  iHinixliiiient  rt«  ronduil'id  bjr  a  blnw  acniM  Um 
l>r«>n.-it.  rnili'il  the  conn  de  fiatr.  Iiocnnw  it  mni»vf»  Hk'  MffirvT 
fro!ii  liin  (ii-ony  Wlu-n  M.mulrin  rei^ttivpfl  liie  tw^nind  htow 
ovor  tUf>  l«>fi  hliouldur  t)oru>,  lie  laushed.  Hin  c<>ntrf«ior  ia- 
qnircd  tlie  m»iin  »r  di^ncanour  10  unbei-ominc  lim  Ki>ti<iiioa 
*'  I  imly  la(i:fli  at  my  own  rully,  mr  fntlier,"  anHuen'd  .Mandril^ 
"  ivhofould  mippMiiC  that  wrn^ibilily  of  pnin  littiMild  oooimmm 
•tnor  tl«o  iNTTout  ajnitein  had!  bcwi  oumutetaljr  *i^«">«g-^  br  tfw 
tl.-vlUvw.'* 
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some  Tery  near  them  without  being  perreived.  They 
pefe  male  And  female ;  and  the  man,  who  rode  fonv 
(ftoai^  was  sijch  a  picture  of  famine,  aa  the  eyrw  of  the 
ptljcnms  had  Koroe  witneflsrd  in  all  the  waHti*d  lands 
(hroiush  which  thry  had  travelk-d.  His  features,  natu- 
rally pharp  and  thm,  had  disappenrvd  afmosii  entirely 
among  the  uncomhcd  gray  heard  and  hairs  witfi 
which  they  were  overshadowed;  nnd  it  was  but  the 
idinipm  of  B  long  no!«e,  that  set-med  as  sharp  as  the 
edge  of  a  knife,  and  the  twinkling  sparkle  of  his  gray 
eves,  which  gave  any  intimation  of  his  hncaments. 
His  les^  m  the  wide  old  boot  which  enclosed  it,  l«>oked 
like  the  handle  of  a  moo  left  by  chance  in  a  pnil— his 
arms  were  about  the  ihicknKis  uf  riding-rods— and 
Mich  parts  of  his  person  as  were  not  concealed  by  the 
Utters  of  a  hunlsmnn's  cnssoi'k.  setmud  rather  the 
ippendages  of  a  mummy  than  a  live  man. 

The  female  who  sat  behind  this  sptt'tre  exhibited 
ilso  some  symptoms  of  extenuation :  but  being  a 
brave  Jul Iv  dame  naturally,  famine  had  not  been  able 
to  render  her  a  spectacle  so  rueful  ns  the  anatomy  be- 
hind which  she  rode.  Dame  Gillian's  cheek  (lor  it 
was  the  reader*s  old  acquaintamte)  hod  indeed  lout 
the  rosy  hue  of  good  cheer,  and  the  smoothness  of 
eomplexion  which  art  and  easy  living  had  formerly 
•obstituted  for  the  more  delicate  bloom  of  youth ;  her 
eyes  were  sunken,  and  had  lost  much  of  their  bold 
end  roguish  lustra ;  but  she  was  still  in  wmie  mea- 
Biire  herself  and  the  n^mnants  of  forirrcr  fiuLry,  toge- 
ther with  the  tight-drawn  scarlet  hose,  though  sorely 
Ridi'd,  showed  still  a  remnant  of  coquettish  pre- 
tension. .... 

So  soon  as  she  came  within  sight  of  the  pilgrims, 
ihe  be&nn  to  punch  Raoul  with  the  end  of  her  riding- 
rod.  Try  thy  new  trade,  man,  sinre  thou  art  unni 
for  any  other— to  the  good  men— to  them— crave  their 
diariiy." 

**Beg  from  beggars ?**— muttered  Raoul;  "that 
wem  hawking  at  sparrows,  dame." 

**It  will  bnng  our  hand  in  use,  though,"  said  Gil- 
lian ;  nnd  commenced,  in  a  whining  lone,  "  God  lovp 
rou.  holy  men,  who  have  had  the  grace  to  go  to  the 
Holy  Land,  and,  what  is  more,  have  had  the  grace  to 
come  back  again ;  I  pray,  bestow  some  of  vour  alms 
npon  my  poor  old  huRlrand,  who  is  a  miseninle  object, 
■s  you  see,  and  upon  one  who  has  the  bad  luck  to  be 
his  wife— Heaven  help  me !" 

I*  Peace,  woman,  and  hear  what  I  have  (o  say," 
■aid  the  Constable,  laying  his  hand  upon  the  bridle 
of  the  horse — "  1  have  present  occasion  for  that  horse, 
•nd'* 

**By  the  hunting-horn  of  St.  Hubert,  but  thou 
cettest  him  not  without  blows!*'  answered  the  old 
Duntsman.  "A  fine  world  it  is,  when  palmers  turn 
hors** -stealers." 

"Peace,  fellow!"  said  the  Constable,  sternly,— "I 
tay  I  have  occask>n  presently  for  the  service  of  thy 
boine.  Here  be  two  gold  beieants  for  a  day's  use  of 
the  brute;  it  is  well  worth  the  fee-simple  of  him, 
were  ho  never  returned." 

"Rut  the  palfrey  is  an  old  acquaintance,  master," 
eud  Raoul ;  "  ana  if  perchance" 

**Out  upon  your  if  and  perdtaneehoth"  saki  the 
dime,  /giving  her  husband  so  determined  a  thrust  as 
well  nigh  pushed  him  out  of  the  saddle.  '^OiTthe 
horse !  anu  thank  God  and  this  worthy  man  for  the 
help  he  has  sent  us  in  extremity.  What  signifies  the 
palfrey,  when  we  have  not  enough  to  get  food  either 
lor  the  brute  or  ourselves?  not  though  we  woold 
eat  grass  and  corn  with  him.  like  King  i^omebiidy, 
whom  the  good  father  used  to  read  us  to  sleep 
■bouL" 

"A  truce  with  your  prating,  dame,"  said  Raoul, 
oflering  his  assistance  to  help  her  from  the  croupe; 
bat  she  preferred  that  of  Guarinc,  who,  though  ad- 
Tincfd  in  years,  retained  the  advantage  of  his  stout 
iodierly  figure. 

"  I  humbly  ihank  your  goodm;s8,"  said  she,  as, 
(having  first  kisp'il  lirr,)  the  squirt*  net  her  (m  the 

Giurul.    "  And,  pray,  sir,  are  ye  come  from  the  Holy 
nd  ?— Heard  ye  anv  tidings  there  o(  him  that  was 
Conslnblc  of  Chester  >'* 

De  Lacy,  who  was  engaged  in  removing  the  pil- 
lion from  behiod  the  saddle^  atopped  thort  in  vm  I 


task,  and  saki,  *'Ha,  damo!  what  would  you  with 
himr 

"A  Great  deal  good  palmer,  an  I  conki  light  on 
hhn ;  for  his  lands  and  oifietfs  are  all  to  be  given,  it'a 
like,  to  that  falw  thi^f,  his  kinsman." 

"What!— to  Damian,  his  nephew?"  exclaimed  the 
Constable,  in  a  harsh  and  hasty  tone. 

"Lord,  how  you  startle  me,  sir!"  said  Gillian; 
then  continued,  fuming  ro  Philip  Guarine,  "Your 
friend  is  a  hastv  man,  belike." 

"It  is  the  fault  of  the  snn  he  has  lived  under  so 
long,"  said  the  squire;  "but  look  you  answer  his 
questions  truly,  and  he  will  make  it  the  better  for 
you."  ^ 

Gillian  inaiantly  took  the  hint.  "  Was  it  Damian 
de  Lacy  you  asked  after?— Alas!  poor  young  gentle- 
man !  no  offices  or  lands  for  him— more  likefy  to  have  ' 
a  gallows-cast,  poor  Ind— and  all  for  naught,  as  1  am 
a  true  dame.  Damian !— no,  no,  it  is  not  Damian 
nor  damson  neither— but  Randal  Lacy,  that  must  rtile 
the  roast,  and  have  all  the  old  man's  lands,  and  liv- 
ings, anfl  lordships." 

''  What  ?"  said  the  Constable—"  before  thev  know 
whether  the  old  man  is  dead  or  no  ?— MetliinKS  that 
were  againsr  law  and  reason  both." 

"Ay,  bat  Randal  Lacy  has  brought  about  less  likely 
matters.  Look  you,  he  hath  sworn  to  the  Kins  that 
they  have  true  tidings  of  the  Constable's  death— ay, 
nnd  let  him  alone  to  make  them  sootbfafU  enough,  if 
the  Constable  were  once  within  his  danger." 

"Indeed  f  said  the  Constable.  "But  you  are  forg- 
ing tales  on  a  noble  gentleman.  Come,  come,  dame, 
you  say  riiis  l)ecausc  you  like  not  Randal  Lacv." 

"Like  him  nut !— And  what  reastm  have  1  to  h'ke 
him,  I  trow?"  r.nswcred  Giliinn.  "Is  it  liecause  he 
seduced  my  simplicity  to  let  him  into  the  castle  of  the 
f^arde  Doloureuse— ay,  oftcner  than  once  or  twice 
either— u hen  he  was  disguised  ss  a  pedlar,  and  tokl 
him  all  the  s«*rrets  of  the  family,  and  how  the  boy 
Damian,  and  the  girl  Eveline,  were  dying  of  love 
with  each  other,  but  hod  not  courage  to  say  a  word 
of  it,  for  fear  of  the  Constable,  though  he  were  • 
thousand  niil<*s  ofT?- You  seem  concerned,  worthy 
sir— may  I  ofR-r  your  n-verend  worship  a  trifling  sup 
from  my  {>ottle,  which  is  sovereign  for  tremor  cordis 
and  fits  of  the  spleen  V 

"  No.  no,"  ejaculateil  De  Lacy—"  I  was  but  grieved 
with  the  shooting  of  an  old  wound.  But  dame,  I  war- 
rant me  this  Damian  and  Kveline,  as  you  caU  them, 
became  better,  closer  friends,  in  timeT*^ 

"They!— not  they  indeed,  poor  simpletons f  an- 
swered the  dame :  "  thc>'  wanted  rome  wise  counsellor 
to  go  between  and  advise  them.  For,  look  you,  sir,  if  old 
Hugo  be  dead,  as  is  most  like,  it  were  more  natural 
that  his  bride  and  his  nephew  should  inherit  his  lands, 
than  this  same  Randal,  who  is  but  a  distant  kins- 
man, and  forsworn  caitiff  tO'booh— Would  you  think 
it,  reverend  pilgrim,  af^er  the  mountains  of  gold  he 
promised  me?— When  the  castle  was  taken,  and  he 
saw  I  could  serve  him  no  more,  he  called  me  old  bel- 
dame, and  sp<»ke  of  the  beadle  and  the  cucking-stool. 
—Yes,  n-vereiid  sir,  old  beldame  and  cucking-stool 
were  his  h»»st  words,  when  he  knew  I  had  no  one  to 
take  my  part,  save  old  Raoul,  who  cannot  take  hia 
own.  Hut  if  grim  old  Huch  bring  back  his  weathcr- 
braten  carcass  from  Polestine,  and  have  but  half  ihr 
devil  in  him  which  he  had  when  he  was  fool  enough 
10  CO  away.  Saint  Mary,  but  I  will  do  his  kinsmaivs 
office  to  him !" 

There  was  a  pause  when  she  had  done  speaking. 

*•  Th«)u  say'si  at  IrnMth  exclaimed  tht;  Constable, 
^'that  Damian  de  Lacy  and  Eveline  love  each  other, 
yet  are  unconscions  of  gnilt,  or  falsehood,  or  ingrati- 
tude to  mc^I  would  say,  to  their  relative  in  Pales- 
line?" 

"liOve,  sir !— in  froth  and  so  it  is— they  do  love  earn 
other,"  said  Gillian;  "but  it  is  like  an^ilfi— or  like 
lambs— or  likefoolH,  if  you  will :  for  they  would  lu'vcr 
no  much  as  have  spoken  togi'ther,  but  for  a  prank  of 
that  same  Randal  Lac)'s." 

"How!"  demanded  the  Constable— "a  prank  oS 
Randal's  ?— What  motive  had  he  that  thcsa  two 
should  meet  ?" 

*'Nay,  their  nwetnig  wu  none  <tf  hit  Mdaogi  tail 
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he  had  formea  a  pinn  to  carry  off  thn  Lody  Eveline  I  to  protrci  ui«  if  w«  apeak  the  truth;  and  that  you  will 
himiseltl  for  he  was  a  wild  rover,  this  aamt-  Randal ;  nor  look  back  with  di»pleaaua-  on  what  I  did,  acting 
and  HO  no  camo  dis{(iiiHud  as  a  nien'bant  ot  lulconR,    I'urthi^  bidt." 


and  trained  out  niv  old  stupid  llaoul,  and  tlio  Ladv' 
Eveline,  and  all  of  uh,  aa  if  to  have  an  hour's  mirdi 
in  hawkin;;  at  the  hrrun.  But  h^  had  u  band  of 
Welnh  kiti  8  in  readiness  to  pounce  upon  us;  and  but 
for  the  fuddcn  making  in  of  Daiiiian  to  our  rescue,  it 
is  undeseribnble  to  tlunk  what  niit;hl  have  come  of 
ua;  and  D:uninn  bcint;  hurt  in  the  onnlauKhr,  was 
»!arri«^i  to  the  (.lard*?  Ooloureuse  in  nier«;  neireiwity : 
and  but  to  B;ive  hi<«  life,  it  is  ruy  belief  my  lady  would 
never  have  asked  him  to  cross  the  drawbridge,  even 
ifhehadoOired." 

"Woman,"  said  the  Constable,  "think  what  thou 
say'st!  If  thou  liast  done  evil  in  these  matters  here- 
'  tofore,  as  I  suspect  from  diine  own  story,  think  not 
to  put  it  rii^lii  by  a  train  of  new  falsehoods,  merely 
from  spite  at  missins  thy  reward." 

"Palmer,"  said  old  Kaoul.  with  his  broken-toned 
voicf%  crackixl  by  many  a  halloo,  "I  am  woni  to  leave 
the  business  of  tnle-lN>arin^  to  my  wife  (lillian,  who 
will  tongue-pad  it  with  any  shrew  in  Christendom. 
But  thou  si)eak'st  hki;  one  having  som<.>  interest  in 
these  matters,  and  thenTore  1  will  tell  thee  plainly, 
that  although  this  woman  has  published  her  own 
shame  in  avowing  her  c/im^spondeMCC  with  that  same 
Randal  Lacy,  yet  what  she  has  said  is  true  as  the 
giispel ;  and.  were  it  my  last  word,  I  would  say  that 
Damian  anathe  lady  Eveline  arc  innocent  of  all  treason 
and  all  dishonesty,  as  is  the  babe  unborn.— But  what 
avails  what  the  like  of  us  say,  who  are  even  driven  to 
the  very  begging  for  mere  support,  after  having  lived 
at  a  good  house,  and  in  a  good  lord's  service— bless- 
ing be  with  him  f 

But  hark  you,"  continued  the  Constable,  "are 
there  left  no  ancient  servants  of  the  house,  that  could 
apeak  out  as  well  as  you  ?" 

"Humph!"  answered  the  huntsman-" men  arc 
not  willing  to  babble  when  Randal  Lauy  is  cracking 
his  thong  ab<jvc  their  heads.  Many  are  slain^  or 
starved  to  death— fsome  disposed  of— some  s|)inted 
away.  But  there  are  the  weaver  Flam  mock  and  his 
daughter  Rose,  who  know  as  much  of  the  matter  as 
wc  do." 

"  What !— Wilkin  Flammock.  the  stout  Nether- 
lander?" said  the  Constable^  "he  and  his  blunt  b<it 
true  daughter  Rose?— I  will  venture  my  life  on  their 
faith.  Whare  dwell  they  7— What  has  been  their  lot 
amidst  these  changes?" 

"And  in  God's  name  who  arc  you  that  ask  these 
questions?!'  said  Dame  Gillian.  "Husband,,  hus- 
band—we have  \)<^i\  too  fn.**--;  there  is  something  in 
that  look  and  that  tone  which  I  should  reinemU'r. ' 

"  ytrs,  look  at  me  more  fixwlly,"  said  the  Consta- 
ble, throwing  back  the  hood  which  had  hitherto  in  a 
gri'At  degree  obsiTured  his  features. 

"On  your  kiuvs— on  your  knees,  Raoul!"  exclaimeil 
Gillian,  dropping  on  her  own  at  the  same  time  ;  "it 
is  the  Constable  himselli  and  he  has  heard  me  call 
him  ohl  Hugh !" 

"It  is  all  that  is  left  of  him  who  was  the  Consta- 
ble, at  least,"  replied  Oe  Lacy;  "and  old  Hugh  will- 
ingly forgives  your  frewlom,  in  consideration  of  your 
good  news.  Where  art>  Flammock  and  his  daugh- 
ter?" 

"  Rose  is  with  the  Lady  Eveline,  said  Dame  Gilliari ; 
'^her  ladyship,  belike,  chose  her  for  bower- woman  in 
place  of  me,  alrhougn  Rose  was  never  fit  to  attire  so 
ranch  as  a  Dutch  doll." 

"The  faithful  girl!"  said  the  Constable.  "And 
where  is  Flammock?" 

"Oh,  for  him,  he  has  panlon  and  favour  from  the 
King,"  said  Raoul;  "and  is  at  his  own  house,  with 
his  nibble  of  weavers,  close  beside  the  Battle-bridge, 
as  they  now  call  the  place  where  your  lordship quelleti 
the  Welsh." 

"Thither  will  I  then,"  said  the  Constable;  "and 
will  ilitn  see  what  welcome  King  Henry  »)f  Anjou 
has  for  an  old  servant.  You  two  must  accompany 
me." 

"My  lord.''   said  Gillian,  with   hesitation,  "you 

know  poor  folk  are  little  thanked  for  interference  with      ,  

great  mea'a  aifaira.    I  trust  your  lordahip  will  be  able  I  own.    He  dcsireSi  therefore,  you  will  mount  this  paj- 


Peace,  dame,  with  a  wanion  to  yeV'  said  Raoul. 
"Will  you  think  of  your  own  ola  sinful  carcaH^ 
when  you  .shoidd  be  saving  your  sweet  young  niistreai 
froFu  shame  and  oppression  ?— And  for  thy  tlltonguft 
and  worse  practices,  his  lordship  knows  they  are  bred 
in  the  lioiie  of  thee. ' 

"Peace,  giMxl  fellow!"  said  the  Constable;  "we 
will  not  look  back  on  thy  wife's  errortt,  and  your  fide- 
lity shall  be  rewanh.il.— For  you,  my  faithful  fldlow- 
ers,"  he  said,  turning  towards  Guarine  and  Vidal, 
"  when  De  Lacy  shall  receive  his  rights,  of  which  he 
doubts  nothing,  his  first  wish  shall  he  to  reword  your 
tiddiiy." 

"  Mine,  such  as  it  is,  has  been  and  shall  be,  its  own 
reward,"  said  Vidal.  "1  will  not  accept  favours  from 
him  in  prosperity,  who,  in  adversity,  refused  nie  hit 
han<l  — tjur  account  stands  yet  open. 

I'  Go  to,  thou  art  a  fool ;  but  thy  profession  hath  a 
privilege*  to  be  humorous,"  said  the  Constable,  whose 
weatherbeatcn  and  homely  features  looked  even  hand- 
some, when  animated  by  gratitude  to  Heaven  and 
benevolence  towards  mankind.  "  Wc  will  meet,''  he 
said,  "  at  Battle-bridge,  an  hour  Ixrforc  vespers— 1  shall 
have  much  achieved  before  that  time." 

"The  space  is  short."  said  his  esquire. 

"I  have  won  a  battle  in  yet  shorter,"  replied  the 
Constable. 

"  In  which,"  said  the  minstrel,  "  many  a  man  fau 
died  that  thought  himsi-lf  well  assured  of  life  and  ^-ic* 
lory." 

"  Even  so  shall  my  dangerous  cousin  Randal  find 
his  s<^hemes  of  ambition  blighted."  answen*d  the  Con- 
stable; and  rode  forwards,  accompanied  by  Raoul 
and  his  wile.,  who  had  n.>rnounted  their  palfrey,  while 
the  minsirel  and  squire  followed  a-foot,  and,  oloouzse^ 
much  more  slowly. 

CHAPTER  XXXI. 

"Oh,  fear  not,  fear  not,  ipood  Lord  Jolin. 

'IImiI  I  would  ]rou  tietrajr, 
Or  NUi^  rthiuital  for  a  dubt. 

Which  nature  caimut  pay. 

'*  Boar  witncMi,  all  re  aacred  powera— 

Ya  liuUU  that  'gin  tu  tfliiiw— 
Thi«  nifflit  viiall  pnive  the  earmd  tio 

That  bindri  yuor  faiUi  and  minr." 

Anckiu  SeottiA  BaOU. 

Left  behind  by  their  master,  the  two  dependants  of 
Hugh  de  Lacy  marched  on  in  sullen  silence,  Hke  men 
who  dislike  and  distrust  each  other,  though  bound  to 
one  common  service,  and  partners,  therefore,  in  the 
same  hope^  and  fears.  The  dishke.  indeed,  was 
chiefly  upon  Guarine's  side;  for  nothing  could  be 
mort>  iTuIdferent  to  Renault  Vidal  than  was  his  com- 

fianion,  farther  than  as  he  was  c«)nsciou8  that  Philip 
oved  him  liot,  and  was  not  unlikely,  so  far  as  lay  ia 
his  power,  to  ihwart  some  plans  which  he  had  nearly 
at  heart.  He  t'xik  little  notice  of  his  companion,  but 
hummed  over  io  himself,  as  for  the  e.xercisc  of  his 
memory,  romances  and  s<)ng8,  many  of  which  were 
composed  in  languages  which  Guarine,  who  had  only 
an  ear  for  his  native  Norman,  did  not  understand. 

They  had  proceetled  together  in  this  sullen  manner 
for  nearly  two  hours,  when  they  were  met  by  a  f^room 
on  horseback,  leading  a  saddlca  palfrey.  "  Pilgnms," 
said  the  man,  after  looking  at  them  with  84)me  at- 
tention, "which  of  you  is  calkd  Philip  OuarineT' 

"  I,  for  fault  of  a  better,"  said  the  esquire,  "reply  to 
that  name." 

"Thy  lord,  in  that  case,  commends  him  to  you," 
said  the  groom ;  "and  sends  you  this  token,  by  which 
you  shall  know  that  I  am  his  true  messenger. 

He  showed  the  esquire  a  n)sary,  which  Philip  in 
stantly  reeognisiii  as  that  used  by  the  Constable. 

"  1  acknowledge  the  token,"  he  said,  "  speak  my 
master's  pleasure." 

"He  bids  mo  say,"  replied  the  rider,  "that  his  ^isil 
thrives  as  well  as  is  jwssible,  and  that  this  very  evening, 
by  time  that  the  sun  sets,  he  will  be  possessed  of  his 
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vr,  and  come  with  me  to  the  Garde  Doloureuse,  %b 

Dtir  presence  will  be  wanted  there." 
^ It  is  well,  and  I  obey  hiin."  said  the  esquire,  much 
eased  with  the  import  ot  the  message,  and  not 
saatisfied  at  being  separated  from  his  travelling 
Hnpaiiion. 

**  And  what  charge  for  me?"  said  the  minstrel,  ad- 
vssing  the  messenger. 

"If  you,  as  I  guess,  are  the  minstrel,  Renault  VidaJ, 
lu  are  to  abide  your  master  at  the  Hattie-bridge,  ac- 
tfding  to  the  ciiargc  formerly  given." 
"I  will  meet  him,  as  in  duty  bound,"  was  Vidal'a 
iswer;  and  scarce  was  it  uttered,  ere  the  two  horse 
en,  tiiniing  their  backs  on  him,  rode  briskly  forward, 
id  were  speedily  out  of  sight 
It  was  now  four  hours  past  noon,  and  the  sun  wss 
idining,  yet  there  was  more  than  three  hours'  space 
the  time  of  rendezvous,  and  the  distance  from  tht; 
aoe  did  not  now  exceed  foiu-  miles.  Vidal,  there^ 
re,  either  for  the  sake  of  rest  or  reflection,  withdrew 
mi  the  path  into  a  thicket  on  the  left  hand,  from 
hich  gushixi  the  waters  of  a  streamlet,  fed  by  a 
nail  fountain  that  bubbled  up  amongst  the  trees. 
ere  the  traveller  sat  himself  down,  and  with  an  air 
bich  seemed  unconscious  of  what  he  was  doing, 
nt  his  eye  on  the  little  sparkling  font  for  more  than 
flf  an  hour,  without  change  of  posture  :  so  that  he 
ight,  in  Pagan  times,  have  represented  the  statue  of 
water-god  bending  over  his  urn,  and  attentive  only 
the  supplies  which  it  was  pouring  forth.  At  length, 
•werer,  he  seemed  to  recall  himself  from  this  state 
deep  abstrnction,  drew  himself  up,  and  took  some 
arae  food  from  his  pilgrim's  scrip,  as  if  suddenly 
minded  that  life  is  not  supported  without  means. 
It  he  had  probably  something  at  his  heart  which 
Bscted  his  throat  or  appetite.  After  a  vain  attempt 
•wallow  a  morsel,  he  threw  it  from  him  in  disgust, 
id  applied  him  to  a  small  flask,  in  which  he  ha<j 
me  wine  or  other  liauor.  But  seemingly  this  also 
med  distasteful,  for  he  threw  from  him  ooth  scrip 
id  bottle,  and,  bending  down  to  the  spring,  drank 
cply  of  the  pure  element,  bathed  in  it  his  hands  and 
ep,  and  arising  from  the  fountain  apparently  re- 
plied, moved  slowly  on  his  way,  singing  as  he  went. 
It  in  a  low  and  saddened  tone,  wild  iragments  ol 
Kient  poetry,  in  a  tongue  equally  ancient 
Joume>'ing  on  in  this  mefancnoly  manner,  he  at 
i^rth  came  in  sight  of  the  Battle-bridge ;  near  to 
hich  arose,  in  proud  and  gloomy  strength,  the  cele- 
itcd  raatle  of  the  Oarde  Doloureuse.  " Here,  then," 
e  said— "here,  then,  I  am  to  await  the  proud  De 
■cy.  Be  it  so,  in  Crod's  name  I— he  shall  know  me 
iticr  ere  we  part." 

So  saving,  he  strode,  with  long  and  resolved  steps, 
aosa  the  bridge,  and  ascending  a  niounu  which  arose 
1  the  opposite  side  at  some  distance,  ho  gazed  for  a 
Be  upon  the  scene  beneath— the  beautiful  river,  rich 
ith  the  reflectiHl  tints  of  the  western  sky— the  trees, 
hich  were  already  brightened  to  the  eye,  and  sad- 
dled to  the  fancy,  with  the  hue  of  autumn— and  the 
uisomo  walls  and  towers  of  the  feudal  castle,  from 
hich,  at  times,  flashed  a  ghmpse  of  splendour,  as 
Qe  sentinel's  arms  caught  and  gave  back  a  tran- 
Hit  ray  of  the  setting  sun. 

The  countenance  ot  the  minstrel  which  had  hitherto 
CQ  dark  and  troubled,  seemed  softened  by  the  quiet 
the  scene.  He  threw  loose  his  pilgrim's  dress!  yet 
Bcflng  part  of  its  dark  folds  to  hang  around  nim 
latle-wise;  under  which  appeared  his  minstrel's 
)aid.  He  took  from  his  side  a  ro/e,  and  striking, 
in  time  to  time,  a  Welsh  descant,  sung  at  others  a 
'•  of  which  we  can  ofltr  only  a  few  fragments,  liw 


TiM  lamb  la  braofht  to  the  ihaoiblei,  but  Uie  wolf  nngeth  ths 

mguntoiii ; 
KindoeM  fkdeth  nwrny,  bnt  veofeiince  endueth. 

"  I  atked  th<>  ivd  hot  iron,  when  it  glimmerpd  on  the  anvil, 
'  Wherefore  glowe^t  thou  lunger  than  tlie  firebrand  7'- 
'  I  was  born  in  the  dark  mine,  and  the  brand  in  Uie  plaaaaat 
fTfenwowi.' 
fadcth  awar.  but  vmofeanee  enduretb. 


"  I  asked  the  crecn  oak  of  the  aMembly.  wherefore  ita  booaht 
were  dry  and  Kcarvd  like  the  hornii  o^  the  st«f  ? 

And  it  ahowed  me  that  a  mohII  worm  had  gnawed  \\m  roots. 

The  boy  who  remeniberpd  tlui  scourse,  undid  the  wicket  of  tha 
caallo  at  midnif  hL 

Kindncw  fadeth  away,  but  vengeance  endurcth. 

"  Liffhtning  dettroyeth  teniplea,  though  Uioir  spires  pierce  tha 

clouds ; 
Storms  devlruy  armadas,  though  their  sails  intercept  the  ga]e. 
He  that  is  in  his  glory  (Uleth,  and  Uiat  by  a  coDlemptible 


Kindness  fadeth  away,  but  vengeance  endurech. 

More  of  the  same  wild  images  were  thrown  out, 
each  bearing  some  analogy,  however  fanciful  and  re- 
mote, to  the  theme,  whicn  occurred  like  a  chorus  at 
the  close  of  each  stanza :  so  that  the  poetry  rf.*sembled 
a  piece  of  music,  which,  after  repeated  excursiona 
through  fanciful  variotions,  returns  ever  and  anon  to 
the  simple  melody  which  is  the  subject  of  ornament 

As  the  minstrel  sung,  his  eyes  were  fixed  on  the 
bridge  and  its  vicinity ;  but  when,  near  the  close  of 
liis  chant,  he  raised  up  his  eyes  towards  the  distant 
towers  of  the  Garde  Doloureuse,  he  saw  that  the  gates 
were  opened,  and  that  there  was  a  mustering  of  guards 
nnd  attendants  without  the  barriers,  as  if  some  ezpo- 
dition  were  about  to  set  forth,  or  some  person  of  un- 
portance  to  appear  on  the  scene.  At  the  same  time^ 
glancing  his  eyes  around,  he  discovered  that  the  land- 
scape, so  solitary  when  he  first  took  his  seat  on  the 
gray  stone  from  which  he  overlooked  it,  was  now  be> 
coming  filled  with, figures. 

During  his  reverie,  several  persons,  solitary  and  in 
groups,  men,  women,  and  children,  had  begun  to  as- 
semble themselves  on  both  sides  of  the  river,  and  were 
loitering  there,  as  if  expecting  some  spectocle.  There 
was  also  much  bustling  at  the  Fleming's  mills,  which, 
though  at  some  distance,  were  also  completely  under 
his  eye.  A  procession  seemed  to  be  arranging;  itself 
(here,  which  soon  began  to  move  forward,  with  pipe 
And  tabor,  and  various  other  instruments  of  music, 
ittid  soon  approoched,  in  regtdar  order,  the  place  where 
Vidal  was  st^ated. 

It  appeared  the  business  in  hand  was  of  a  pacific 
character ;  lor  the  grpy-bearded  old  men  of  the  httle 
ffettlcment,  in  their  decent  russet  gowns,  came  first 
nfter  the  rustic  band  of  music,  walking  in  ranks  of 
[hree  and  three,^  supported  by  their  staves,  and  regu- 
lating the  motion  of  the  whole  procession  hy  their 
sober  and  staid  pace.  After  these  fathers  of  the  set- 
tlement came  Wilkin  Flammock,  mounted  on  his 
■nighty  war-horse,  and  in  complete  armour,  save  his 
Eiead,  like  a  vassal  prepared  to  do  militar>'  service  for 
his  lord.  After  him  followed,  and  in  battle  rank,  the 
Howeruf  the  httle  colony,  consisting  of  thirty  men, 
well  armed  and  appointed,  whoee  steady  march,  as 
well  as  their  clean  and  glittering  nrmnur.  showed 
.i'teadiness  and  discipline,  although  they  lacked  alike 
I  he  fiery  glance  of  the  French  soldiery,  or  the  look  of 
dogged  defiance  which  characterized  the  English,  or 
E  lie  wild  ecstatic  impetuosity  of  eye  which  then  distin- 
puishiHl  the  WeUh.  The  mothers  and  the  maidens  ot 
f  he  colony  came  next;  then  followed  the  children,  with 
faces  as  chubby,  and  features  as  serious,  and  steps  as 
^rave,  as  their  parents ;  and  last,  as  a  rearguanl.  came 
the  youths  from  fourteen  to  twenty,  armixl  with  light 


lyranalated  from  the  ancient  language  m  which  i  J nncea,  bows,  and  similar  weapons  becoming  their 
iy  were  chanted,  premising  that  they  are  iii  that  ,i  ^|^e. 
rureive  s)'mbolicaI  style  of  poetry,  which  Taiiessin, 
rwarch  Hen,  and  other  hards,  hud  derived  perhaps 
ro  tlie  ume  of  the  Druids. 

I  ask«H)  of  my  harp, '  Who  hath  injured  thy  chords  V 

I  sIk;  rrplied,  "riw  crooked  tinger,  which  I  mcickod  in  my 

tunc.' 
lade  of  silver  may  be  bended— a  blade  of  steel  abideth— 
dneM  Ikdvtli  away,  but  vengeance  endureUi. 


w  sweat  laata  of  mead  passeUi  from  tha  lips, 
Ihaf  affa  kNiff  eonodad  by  tha  joiea  of  wormwood 


This  procession  wheeled  around  the  hose  of  the 
mound  or  einhnnkment  on  which  the  minstrel  was 
Hate<i;  crossed  the  bridge  with  the  same  slow  and 
r^grilar  pace,  and  formed  themselves  into  a  double  line, 
tricing  inwards,  as  if  to  receive  some  person  of  conse- 
ijucnce.  or  wiiiiess  some  cenmonial.  Flummoek  re- 
mained at  thecxtremity  of  the  avenue  thus  formed  by 
his  countrymen,  and  nuietly,  yet  earnestly  engaged  in 
making  arrangements  and  preparations. 

la  the  mean  whiles  stiagglera  of  diflercnt  couotriM 
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began  to  draw  tngpihi^r,  apparently  brought  thereby 
meru  ciiriuaity,  and  lormeti  a  motley  assenibiaKu  at 
the  farther  end  of  the  hrid^\  which  wai*  that  nearest 
to  the  cantle.  Two  Knslisn  penrant»  pa^iied  very 
near  the  stone  on  which  Vidal  sat.—**  Wilt  thou  ainj^ 
iiM  n  sonx.  Miinstn-l,"  Pnid  one  of  them,  "and  here  is 
a  ti  srer  for  thee  7"  throwing  into  hia  hat  a  amail  sil- 
ver «x)in. 

"*  I  am  under  a  vow,"  answemd  the  minstrel,  "and 
may  not  practise  the  gay  cseience  at  preHent." 

'*  Or  yen  are  too  proud  to  play  to  Kn};lish  churls," 
said  the  elder  peasant,  "for  tny  tongue  smackB  of  the 
Norman." 

"Keen  the  C(»in,  nevertheless,"  said  the  yoanirer 
man.  Let  the  palmer  have  what  the  minstrel  tl- 
Aiaes  to  earn." 

"  I  pray  you  reserve  your  hotmty,  kind  firiend,"  said 
Vidal,  "  I  need  it  not ;— and  tell  me  of  your  kindness, 
instead,  what  matters  are  ffoing  forward  here." 

"  ^W'  know  you  not  that  we  havo  g«jt  onr  Con- 
stable Do  Lacy  a^nin,  and  that  he  is  to  jmint  solemn 
invcsture  to  the  Flemish  wenvirs  of  nil  these  fine 
tbinzs  Harry  of  Anjou  has  given  7-Hnd  Edward  the 
Confessor  been  alive,  to  give  the  Ntnherlnnd  knaves 
their  guerdon,  it  woidd  have  lMH.-n  a  cnE't  of  the  gal- 
lows-tree. But  come,  neighbour,  we  shall  lose  the 
show." 

So  saying,  they  pressed  down  the  hill. 

Vidal  fixed  his  eyen  on  the  gates  of  the  distant 
castle ;  and  the  remote  waving  of  banners,  and  mus- 
tering of  men  on  horsebnt.'k,  though  imperfiH»tly  seen 
at  such  a  distance,  apprised  him  tliatoneof  note  was  ' 
about  to  set  forth  nt  the  head  of  a  considerable  train 
of  military  attendants.  Distant  flourishes  of  trum- 
pets, which  came  faintly  yet  distinctly  on  his  ear, 
seemed  to  attest  the  same.  Presently  he  perceived, 
by  the  dust  which  besfnn  to  arise  in  columns  betwixt 
the  castle  and  the  bridge,  as  well  as  by  the  nearer 
sound  o^  the  clarions,  that  the  troop  was  advancing 
towards  him  in  procession. 

Vidal,  on  his  own  part,  si«med  as  if  irresolute  whe- 
ther to  retain  his  present  position,  where  ho  com- 
manded a  full  but  remote  view  of  the  whoK?  seene^  or 
U)  obtain  a  nearer  hut  more  partial  one,  by  involving 
himsi'If  in  thecrowd  which  now  closed  annind  on  either 
hand  of  the  bridgi\  unless  where  the  avi^nuc  was  kept 
open  by  the  armed  and  arrayi^  Flemings. 

A  monk  next  hurried  past' Vidal,  and  on  his  infiuir- 
ingas  formerly  the  cause  of  the  assembly,  an»wi>rc(l  . 
in  a  muttering  tone,  from  beneath  his  hood,  that  it  ; 
waa  the  Constable  De  Lacy,  who,  as  the  first  act  of ! 
his  authority,  was  then  and  there  to  deliver  to  the  j 
Flemings  a  royal  charter  of  their  immunities. 

"He  is  in  nastc  to  exorcise  his  authority,  me- 
thinks,"  said  the  minstrel. 

"  He  that  has  just  gotten  a  sword  is  impatient  to 
draw  it,"  replied  the  monk,  who  added  nutro  which 
the  minstrel  understood  impi^rfcetly;  for  Father  Al- 
drovand  had  not  recovered  the  injury  which  he  had 
received  during  the  siege. 

Vidal,  however,  understood  him  to  say,  that  he  was 
to  meet  the  Constable  there,  to  beg  his  ifavourable  in- 
torcession. 

"I  also  will  meet  him,"  said  Renault  Vidal,  rising 
suddenly  from  the  stone  which  he  occupied. 

"Follow  me  then,"  mumbled  the  priest;  "the 
Flemings  know  me,  and  will  let  me  forward." 

Hut  I*  ather  Aldrovand  bc:ing  in  disgntce,  his  influ- 
ence was  not  so  potent  as  he  liad  flattered  himself; 
and  both  he  and  the  minstrel  were  jostled  to  and  fro 
in  the  crowd,  and  separated  from  c:ich  other. 

Vidal,  however,  was  recognised  by  the  English 
peasants  who  had  before  spoke  to  him.  "Canst  rhou 
do  any  juggh-rs'  feats,  minstrel  ?"  said  one.  "  Thou 
mayst  earn  a  fair  largess,  for  our  Norman  inasu-rs 
low  Janvier  ie.'^ 

*  j  fvnow  but  one,'*  said  Vida'.  "  awd  I  will  show  it, 
if  vou  will  yield  me  sonic  room." 

They  crowded  a  little  oil'  from  him,  and  gave  him 
time  to  throw  aside  his  bonnet,  bare  his  ]o^  and 
kneca,  by  stripping  ofT  the  leathern  buskins  which 
swathed  them,  and  retaining  only  his  sandals. .  He 
thoQ  lied  a  parti-coloiired  handiirchiof  around  his 
■wtrthy  and  sunburnt  hair,  and  casting  ofT  his  upper 


doublet,  showed  his  brawny  and  i 
to  the  shoiildt-r. 

But  while  lie  amused  those  immediately  aboat  hi 
with  these  preparations,  a  commotion  and  rush  ami 
the  crowd,  tou^thcr  with  the  cloite  sound  of  inimps 
aiiHwered  by  all  the  F'lemish  instrumcnisof  muac^ 
well  ns  the  shouts  in  Norman  and  English,  of  **Loi 
live  the  grillanl  Constable!— Our  Lady  for  the  be 
De  Imky  !"  announced  that  the  Consublc  was  do 
at  liamf. 

Vidal  made  incredible  exertions  to  approach  t 
leader  of  tht;  proc'ession,  whose  morion,  disiinijiiiih 
by  its  lof>y  plumes,  and  riglit  hand  holding  bis  Hi 
rheon  of  li-ading-statli  was  ail  he  could  see,  on  acesi 
of  the  crowd  of  officers  and  anned  men  aruond  hi 
At  length  his  exertions  prevail<l,  and  became  wid 
three  yanis  of  the  Constable,  who  was  then  in  a  ai 
circle  which  had  been  with  difficulty  kept  dear: 
the  purpose  of  the  ceremonial  of  ihe  daf .  His  bi 
was  towards  the  minstrel,  and  he  was  m  the  ad 
bending  from  his  horse  to  deliver  the  n>yal  chartai 
Wilkin  Flammock,  who  had  knelt  on  one  lues 
reciive  it  the  more  reverentially.  Hisdischsns 
this  duty  occasioned  the  Constable  to  sloop  mm 
that  his  plumt*  rteenied  in  the  aci  of  mixing  with  I 
flowing  mane  of  his  noble  charger. 

At  this  moment,  Vidal  threw  himself  with  finp 
agility,  over  the  heads  of  the  Fleming  who  fian 
the  circle;  and,  ere  an  eye  coukl  twinkle,  bis  ri| 
knett  was  on  the  croupe  or  the  Constable's  horse  t 
grasp  of  his  left  hand  on  the  collar  of  De  Lacy'sbi 
coat ;  then,  cliniiing  to  his  prey  like  a  tiger  sAir 
leap,  he  dn.  w,  in  the  same  instant  of  time,  a  ihi 
sharp  dagger— and  buriiHl  it  in  the  back  of  the  on 
just  where  the  spine,  which  was  severr'd  by  tbesool 
stTves  to  convey  \l  tiie  trunk  of  the  human  bi 
the  myiterioii?*  InHiiences  of  the  bniin.  The  Ui 
was  stnick  with  the  utmost  accuracy  of  aim  a 
strength  of  arm.  T^ie  unhappy  horseman  drosp 
from  his  saddli\  without  gronn  or  struggle,  hu 
bull  in  the  aiiiphitbratre,  under  the  steel  of  tne  H 
ridor:  and  in  the  same  saddle  sat  his  inanfa* 
brandishing  the  bloody  poniard,  and  urging  tbsbM 
to  speed. 

There  was  indeed  a  possibility  of  his  hnv 
achieved  his  escape,  so  much  were  those  sraoi 
parn}\T.ed  for  the  moment  by  the  suddenness  ■ 
audaritv  of  the  enterprise;  but  Flammock's  prMi 
of  mind  did  not  forsake  him— he  seized  the  horse  I 
the  bridle,  uiid.  aided  by  those  who  wanted  bat  i 
example,  madt*  the  ndtr  prisoner,  bound  his  anr 
and  called  aloud  that  he  must  be  carried  before  Ki 
Henry.  Thii«propOi*ul,  utten^i  in  Flammock'ssmi 
and  Jecided  Kme  of  voice,  silenced  a  thousand  «i 
cries  of  mnrdfr  and  treason  which  had  arisen  «hi 
the  different  and  hostile  natives,  of  which  thee 
was  composed,  threw  upon  each  other  rec 
the  charye  of  treaclw  r>'. 

All  the  streams,  however,  now  assembled  io  a 
channi'l,  and  [XMrn^d  with  unanimous  nssi^nt  lowir 
the  (jrarde  Doloiireusc,  excei>ting  a  few  of  the  M 
dered  nobleman's  train,  who  reniaine<l  totnmip 
their  master's  body,  in  decent  solemnity  of  monnM 
from  the  spot  which  he  had  sought  with  so  BS 
pomp  and  triumph. 

When  Flammock  reached  the  Garde  Dolounn 
he  was  readily  otlmittLHl  with  his  prisoner,  andwi 
such  witnesses  as  he  had  selecti^  to  pro\-e  theeltc 
tion  of  the  crinit^.  To  his  n<qiiest  of  an  audience  htw 
answered,  that  the  King  had  commondcd  thains 
should  be  admitted  to  him  for  sometime;  yrC 
singular  were  the  tidings  of  the  C-onstable's  slaupthn 
that  the  captain, of  the  guard  ventured  to  intt-m 
Henry's  privacy,  in  onlertocomnninicote  that  even 
and  returned  with  ordt^rs  that  Flammoek  sod  I 
prisoner  should  be  instantly  admitted  to  the  m 
apartnieut.  Here  they  found  Henrv-  attrndi^ 
si!vernl  persons,  who  stood  res|H^ctfully  bihiod  I 
roval  seat,  in  a  darkened  part  of  the  room.  Wl 
Ffamniock  entered,  his  large  hulk  and  maMVplin 
were  strangely  contrasted  with  chcvks  pale  « 
horror  at  wha'  he  had  lust  witnessed,  and  withi 
at  finding  himself  in  tne  roj'al  presenoe-ehanik 
Beside  nun  stood  his  prisoner,  Qodaunted  bf 
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Rtuation  in  which  he  was  placed.  TTie  blood  of  his 
Tictim,  which  had  spirted  from  the  n-onndf  vrnn 
XTNbleon  his  bare  limbs  and  hin  scnnty  ^rtnents : 
bet  panindnrly  upon  his  bruw,  and  the  handkerchief 
with  whirh  it  was  bound. 

Henry  gazed  on  him  with  a  stern  look,  which  the 
other  not  imly  endured  without  dismay,  but  scetned 
lon'tum  with  a  frown  of  dtfiain-e. 

"Does  no  one  know  this  caitift'T'  said  Henry, 
looking  aronnd  him. 

Thtre  was,  no  immediate  answer  until  Philip 
CSoarine,  stepping  from  tlie  (troup  which  stood  behind 
the  ruyal  rhair,  snid,  though  with  hesitation,  *'  So 
pbiM  vou,  my  lioj^c,  but  for  the  strange  guise  in 
vhich  no  is  now  arrayed,  I  should  say  there  was  a 
household  minstrel  or  my  master,  by  nuinc  Renault 

"Thou  art  dec wved.  Norma n,"  replied  the  minstrel : 

*      "mj  menial  place  ana  base  lineage  wen;  hut  assimud 

-I  am  Cadwallon  the  Briton— Cadwallon  of  the 

Nine  Layp— Cadwallan  the  chief  bard  of  Gwenwyn 

ofPowys-land— and  his  avenger!" 

Aif  he  uttered  the  last  word,  his  looks  encoimtered 

Aow  of  a  pnlnier^  who  had  gradnnlly  advanced  from 

Af  recess  in  which  the  attendants  were  stationed, 

lad  now  confronted  him. 

"       TTie  WHshman's  eyes  looketl  so  eagerly  ghastly  as 

itiyiriz  from  their  sockets,  while  he  exclaimed,  m  a 

lone  of  surprise,  mingled  with  horn)r,.'*Do  the  dead 

come  bt'forr  monnrchs?— Or,  if  lliou  art  alive,  vhom 

AtTp  J  stain?— I  dreamed  not,  surely,  of  that  bound, 

tad  of  that   hoitie  blow?- yet  my  victim  stands 

Datiore  me !    Have  I  not  slain  the  Constable  of  Ches- 

terr 

"Thou  hast  indeed  slain  the  Constable,"  answered 
|be  Kjfig  ;  "hut  know,  Welshmen,  it  was  Randal  dc 
Lacy,  on  whom  that  charge  was  this  morning  con- 
ferren,  by  our  belief  of  our  loyal  and  faithful  Hugh 
«le  trey's  having  been  lost  uiion  his  return  fn»m  the 
Holy  r.and,  as  the  vessel  in  which  he  had  taken 
pvraoie  was  rroorted  to  have  suflerfd  shipwreck. 
^Vhi  nasi  cut  short  Randal's  brief  elevation  but  by 
ft  few  houn ;  for  to-morrow's  sun  would  have  again 
B«rn  him  without  land  or  lordship." 

The  prisoner  dropped  his  htad  on  his  bosom  in 
evident  despair.  "  I  thought,"  he  murmured  "  that  he 
\iwd  changi-d  his  slough,  and  coii<e  forth  so  glorious  nil 
l<»»oon.  M ay  the ey('S  drop  out  that  wirccliiatid  with 
thiisp baubles,  a  plumed  fap  and  u  lacquered  batoon !" 
"luill  toae  rare,  Welshman,  thine  eves  cheat 
thre  not  again,"  said  the  King,  sternly;  '*Gefore  the 
siahi  ia  Bu  hour  older,  they  hhall  \w  closed  on  all 
that  it  earthly." 

"Wav  I  request  of  your  nobleness,"  said  the  Consta- 
Us,  "that  yc  1  will  p<rmit  me  to  ask  the  ui.hoi.py 
nati  a  &w  questions?" 

"*  When  I  have  (icmanded  of  him  myself,"  said  the 
Cns,  **  why  he  has  dipt  his  hniid  in  the  blood  of  a 
aoWe  Norman." 

"Because  he  at  whom  I  aimed  niv  blow,"  snid  the 
Rritun,  his  eye  glancing  fierc»Iy  from  the  King  to  De 
Lie)',  and  back,  '*hnd  spiilid  the  blood  of  the 
lesctndant  of  a  thousand  kings;  to  which  hi^own 
vonc.or  thine,  ^ruiid  Count  i>f  .Anjou.  is  but  ub  the 
Mddleof  the  hi.Hiway  to  the  silver  foiintoir).'* 

Hmrj-'seye  inrnoctd  ihr  jii:<la(ious  H>fj.krr;  but 
the  King  nined  in  his  wrath  wlv  n  he  b«-n<M  the  im- 
DlovinE  look  of  liis  sen  ant.—"  What  wouldst  lIiou 
Ilk  of  him?"  he  said;  "be  bmf,  f>r  his  liinu  is 
ihort." 

"So  pirosp  j-ou  my  lic«e,  I  would  hut  demand 
*htnfore  he  has  lor  years  f(»Tl)on)e  to  lake  the  life  he 
liaied  It,  i*h<n  it  was  in  hip  j.o\icr-  nny,  wlun  it 
tnuci  have  been  lost  but  fur  his  buniingly  faithful 
ftr\"ice  ?" 

"XoiTiion,"  saiH  i','>«lMoll«"»n,  "7  will  onswrr  tlue. 
Hhfu  I  firft  to<ik  npnu  u\v  lliy  ?•  rvirr,  ii  was  well  iity 
frpos^  to  have  frluin  thc'i*  that  niuhl.  There  stand's 
l?w»  man."  p«jiniinL'  to  Philip  <»uarinf,  "to  whose 
Tiolanc-c  thf>u  oweil'st  rlsy  safety." 

IridwHi,"  saiil  De  Lacy,  "I  do  n-monsbtT  some 
indic-ations  of  sirr-h  a  purpose;  but  why  didst  tht»u 
forego  II.  when  following  opportunities  put  it  in  thy 
powc^f 
Vou  V. 


"  When  the  alayer  of  my  Sovereign  became  Ood^i 
soldier,"  onswered  Cadwallon.  "and  served  hit 
coujse  m  Palestine,  he  was  safe  from  my  earthly  ven- 
geance." 

"  A  wonderful  forbearance  on  the  part  of  a  Wdah 
assassin !"  said  the  King,  scornfully. 

"Ay,"  answennl  Cadwallon;  "and  which  certain 
Christian  princes  have  scarce  attained  to,  who  have 
never  negletTH-d  the  chance  of  pillage  or  conquest 
afforded  by  the  absence  of  a  rival  in  the  Holy  Cm- . 
sade." 

"  Now,  by  the  Holy  Rood"— said  Henry,  on  the 
point  of  burs  ling  out,  for  the  insult  affected  Him  pecu- 
liarly, but,  suddenly  stopping,  he  said,  with  an  air  of 
contempt,  "To  the  gallows  with  the  knave!" 

"But  one  other  question,"  said  De  Locy,  "Renanh; 
or  by  whatever  name  thou  art  culled.  Ever  since  my 
return  thoM  hnsi  rendered  me  service  inconsistent 
with  thy  stern  resolution  upon  my  lifr — thou  didst 
aid  me  m  mv  shipwreck— and  didst  suide  me  safely 
through  Wales,  where  my  name  would  have  insured 
my  death ;  and  all  this  aiier  the  crusade  was  accom- 
plishf<l  ?'* 

"  I  could  explain  thy  doubt,"  said  the  bard,  "but 
that  i>  might  be  thought  I  was  pleading  for  my  life." 

"  Hesitate  not  for  thot,"  said  the  King;  "for  wcra 
our  Holy  Father  to  intercede  for  thee,  his  prayer  were 
in  vain. 

"  Well  then  "  said  the  bard,  "  know  the  truth— I 
was  too  proud  to  permit  either  wave  or  Welshmali 
lo  share  m  my  revenge.  Know  also,  what  is  perhaps 
Cadwallon's  weakness— use  and  habit  had  divided 
mv  feelings  towarrls  De  Lacy,  between  aversion  and 
admiration.  I  still  contemplated  my  re\-cnge,  but  aa 
something  which  I  might  never  complete,  and  which 
seemed  rather  an  image  in  the  cloud??,  than  an  object 
to  which  I  must  one  day  draw  near.— And  when  I 
beheld  thee,"  he  said,  turning  to  De  Locy,  "this  veiy 
doy  so  determined,  so  stertily  resolved,  to  bear  thy 
impending  fate  like  a  man— that  you  sicmed  to  me  to 
rescnible  the  last  tower  of  a  ruined  palace,  still  hold- 
ing its  head  lo  heaven,  when  its  walls  of  splendour, 
and  its  bowers  of  delight,  lav  in  det'olaiion  around— 
may  I  piiish,  I  soid  to  myself  in  secret,  ere  I  peifect 
its  ruin  !  Yes,  De  Lacy,  then,  even  then— but  some 
hourt:  since — hadst  thou  acc«ptcd  my  proffered  hand, 
I  had  ser\'td  thee  as  never  follower  served  master. 
You  rejectetl  it  with  scorn— and  yet  notwithstanding 
that  insult,  it  required  that  I  should  have  sten  vai.  as 
J  thought,  trampling  over  the  field  in  which  you  slew 
my  master,  in  the  full  pride  of  Nonnan  ins4)1ence,  to 
animate  my  re^dution  to  strike  the  blow,  m  hich,  meant 
for  you,  ha»i  sli.in  at  least  one  of  your  usurping  race.— 
I  will  answer  no  more  qui  si  ions— lead  on  to  axo  or 
gallows— it  is  indifli  rent  to  (Tadwollon— my  soul  will 
soon  be  with  my  fni'  and  noble  ancestry,  and  with 
my  beloved  ami  royol  patron  !" 

Mj'  liegi'  and  prince,"  said  Dc  Lacy,  bending  hia 
knei"  to  Henry,  can  you  hear  this,  end  refuse  your 
Miirieiit  .MTvont  one  n quest  ?-  Spare  this  man  I— 
Extinguish  not  such  a  light,  bucausu  it  is  devious  and 
wild.'^ 

"  Kise,  rise,  Dc  Lacy,  and  shame  thee  of  thy  pett- 
ii»m  !"  said  thi-  Kum.  "  Thy  kinsman's  blood— the 
hlooii  of  a  nohlc  Norman,  is  on  the  WelF^hman'a 
hands  and  bmw.  As  I  am  a  crowned  King,  he  shall 
<lie  ere  it  is  wiped  off.— Here!  have  him  to  present 
cxi'cufion !" 

Cadwallon  was  instantly  withdrawn  under  a  guard. 
The  C<^nstMl)le  srenu>d,  by  action  rather  than  worda^ 
to  continuit  his  intercession. 

"  Thou  art  mad,  De  Lacy— thou  art  mod,  mine  old 
and  true  friend,  to  urge  me  thus,"  said  the  King, 
romiM'lling  De  i,acy  to  rise.  "  Si'Tst  thou  not  that 
my  care  in  this  matter  is  for  th<e?— This  Randal,  by 
largci^t^':*  and  firt^niisi's,  hath  made  many  frienda, 
who  will  not,  iMrhaps,  rasily  again  Ic  bnught  to 
your  allegiance,  ntuniinie,  as'  thou  dost,  diminished 
in  iMiWiT  and  wealth.  Had  he  livtn',  wo  might  have 
liad  liani  work  to  deprive  him  entiiely  of  tlie  (H>wer 
which  he  had  acquhi'd.  We  thatik  the  Welsh  assassin 
who  hath  rid  us  of  him ;  but  his  adhcn  nts  would  cry 
foul  pluy  were  the  murderer  8part<l.  When  blood  it 
paid  for  blood,  all  will  be  forgotten,  and  their  lo^altc 
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vnll  onrc  more  flow  in  its  proper  channel  to  thee,  their 
lawful  lord." 

Huico  du  Fiarv  arose  from  his  knws,  and  endea- 
vourc-il  rctfiMfcifully  to  conibaf  the  ijolitic  reasons  of  his 
wly  £K>ver(;i^ii,  which  he  plainly  paw  were  resorli.-il 
to  h'ss  for  hi.H  dnke  than  with  tiie  prudent  purtioiH:  of 
efftictin^  thi.'  chanw  of  feudal  nnlhorily,  willi  the  least 
oossihli*  trouhle  to  the  (rountry  or  Sovcrei;;n. 

Henry  li.stened  to  De  Lacy's  arKumenis  patiently, 
ami  coinhated  them  with  temper,  ujitd  the  death- 
dnmi  he^nn  to  heat,  and  the  eanile  bell  to  toll.  He 
then  led  Do  Liacy  to  the  window;  im  which,  for  it 
was  now  dark,  a  strong  ruddy  li:<ht  be;?an  to  (zleani 
from  without.  A  Inxly  of  men-at-arms,  each  hold- 
ing in  his  hand  a  blazinj;;  torch,  were  n'turnin^  along 
tlie  terraee  from  the  executi(»n  of  the  wild  hut  high- 
Boul'd  Briton,  with  cries  of  "  Ijong  live  King  Henry  J 
and  80  pehbh  all  enemies  of  the  gentle  Norman  men  !*' 


CONCLUSION. 

A  nun  hath  net-a  Htar  hath  ri»>n, 

O,  (ii>raldinf!  i  nincc  ann«  uf  thino 
Have  t>een  llie  lovoly  lady'i  priiton. 

CoLERioaR. 

Popular  fame  had  erred  in  esaij^ning  to  Eveline 
Berengcr,  after  the  capture  of  her  castle,  any  confine- 
ment more  severe  than  that  of  her  aunt  the  Lady 
Abbess  of  the  Cistertians'  convent  afforded.  Vet  that 
was  severe  enou;>;h ;  for  maiden  aunts,  whether  ab- 
besses or  no,  are  not  tolerant  of  the  species  ()f  errors 
of  which  Eveline  was  accused ;  and  the  innocent 
damosel  was  brought  in  many  ways  to  eat  her  bread 
in  shame  of  countenance  and  bitterncM}  of  heart.— 
Every  day  of  her  confinement  was  rendered  less  and 
less  endurable  by  taunts,  in  the  various  forms  of  sym- 
pathy, consolation,  and  exhortation;  but  which,  siript 
of  their  assumed  forms,  were  undisguised  anger  and 
insult.  The  company  of  Rose  was  all  which  Eveline 
had  to  sustain  her  under  these  inflictions,  and  that 
was  at  length  withdrawn  on  the  very  morning  when 
80  many  important  events  took  place  at  the  Garde 
Doloureuso. 

The  unfortunate  young  ladv  inouired  in  vain  of  a 
grim-faced  nun,  who  appeared  in  Rose's  place  to  as- 
sist her  to  dress,  why  her  companion  and  friend  was 
debarred  attendance.  The  nun  observed  on  that 
score  an  obstinate  silence,  but  threw  out  many  liints 
on  the  imp<)rtance  attached  to  the  vain  ornaments  of 
a  frail  child  of  clay,  and  on  the  hardship  that  even  a 

ruse  of  Heaven  was  compelled  to  divert  her 
ughts  from  her  higher  duties,  and  condescend  to 
fasten  clasps  and  adjust  veils. 
^  Tln!  Lady-Vhboss,liowever,  told  her  niece  after  ma- 
tins, that  her  attendant  had  not  been  withdrawn  from 
her  for  a  space  only,  but  was  likely  to  be  shut  up  in  a 
house  of  the  severest  profession,  for  having  atlbrded 
her  mistress  assistance  in  reccivmg  Daniian  de  Lacy 
into  her  sleeping  apartment  at  the  castlo  of  Baldring- 
ham. 

A  soldier  of  De  Lacy's  band,  who  had  hitherto  kept 
what  he  had  observed  a  »»»cret,  b<.'ing  ofl'  his  [wst  that 
nighL  had  now  in  Damian's  disgrace  found  lie  might 
benefit  him.self  by  telling  the  story.  This  new  blow, 
80  unexpected,  so  afllictive— this  new  charge,  which 
it  was  so  difficult  to  explain,  and  so  impossihle  utterly 
to  deny,  seemed  to  Eveline  to  seal  Daniian's  fate  and 
her  own ;  while  the  thouu'hi  that  she  had  involved  in 
ruin  her  single-hearted  ar.d  high-soul'd  attimdant,  was 
all  that  had  been  wanting  to  produce  a  slate  which 
apprr)achi3d  to  the  apathy  of  despair.  "Think  of  me 
wiiat  you  will^"  she  8ai<l  to  her  aunt,  "  I  will  no  longer 
def(  nd  njyaell— say  what  you  will,  I  will  no  longer 
reply — carry  me  where  yon  will,  I  will  no  longer  re- 
sist—God will,  in  his  goinl  time,  clear  my  fame— may 
ho  forgive  my  persecutors!" 

After  this,  and  during  cnveral  hours  of  that  unhappy 
day,  the  Lady  Eveline,  pale^  cold,  silent,  glided  from 
cha|iel  to  refjjctory,  from  Refectory  to  chapel  again,  at 
the  sllghresl  beck  of  the  Abbess  or  her  official  sisters, 
and  seeme^J  to  regard  the  various  privations,  penances, 
admonitions,  and  reproaches,  of  which  she,  in  the 
course  of  that  day,  was  subiectcd  to  an  extraordinary 
MbMn^  DO  mon  maa  a  marDlo  ■tatue  miiidi  the  iode- 


mency  of  tlu;  external  air.  or  the  rain-drops  which  fall 
upon  it,  iliou;;h  t.'iey  must  in  time  waste  and  oo» 
»ume  it. 

The  Abbess,  who  lovi^  her  niece,  olthough  her 
afTection  showM  itself  oftt  a  in  a  vcxatiuuv  manner, 
iK'came  at  len^nh  alarmfd— c^otrntcTmandttl  hcrordot 
for  removing  Eveline  to  an  mferior  cell— attended 
herself  to  sci.'  her  laid  in  Uid,  (in  whidi,  as  in  eveir 
thmg  el.>te,  the  young  lady  seemed  entirely  paMTC,] 
and,  with  somediin:;  like  re  viving  tenderne-ss.  kisM 
and  bles:4(.\l  litr  on  leaving  the  apartmenL  Slis^ta 
the  mark  of  kindness  was,  it  was  unexpectedT  and, 
like  the  rod  of  Moses,  opcntKJ  tin.'  hidden  fountains  a 
waters.  Eveline  Wf^^t,  a  resrnirco  which  had  beea 
that  day  denied  to  her— shepniyed—and,  finally,  kib- 
bed  herrH^If  to  sleep,  like  an  mfant,  with  a  mind  soaw> 
what  tranquijliztxl  by  having  given  way  Co  this  iideflf 
natural  emotion. 

She  awoke  more  than  once  in  the  night  tonal 
iningleil  and  gloomy  dreams  uf  cells  and  of  castleiigf 
funerals  and  of  bridals,  of  coronets  and  tyf  racks  bm 
gibbets:  but  towards  morning  she  fell  into  elet^nm 
sound  than  she  had  hitherto  enjoyed^nd  her  viaotf 
parti»ok  of  its  soothing  character.  The  Lady  of  lb 
Ganle  Doloun-use  seemed  to  smile  on  her  amkl  hi 
dreams,  ajid  to  promise  her  votan;8s  protection.  Ill 
I  shade  of  lur  father  was  there  also ;  and  with  ihe  boU* 
ness  of  a  dreamer,  she  saw  the  paternal  resemblsM 
with  awe,  but  without  fear;  his  lips  moved,  andihi 
heard  word.^— their  import  slie  dia  not  fully  cora|» 
hend,  save  that  they  spoke  of  hope,  cons^dation,  aal 
approaching  happiness.  There  also  glided  in,  «ii 
brjgbt  blue  eyes  hxed  upon  hers,  dressed  in  a  tunieel 
saffron-coloured  silk,  with  a  mantle  of  cerulean  bhi 
of  antique  fashion,  the  form  of  a  female,  resplendMl 
in  that  delicate  species  of  beauty  which  atteodilhi 
fairest  complexion.  It  was,  shethoufjhl,  the  ErilooMl 
Vanda ;  but  her  countenance  was  no  lonficer  rewaltf 
—her  long  yellow  hair  flew  not  loose  on  her  shoulden^ 
bnt  wa^  mysteriously  braided  with  oak  ainl  mistleusi 
alM>ve  all,  her  right  hand  was  gracefully  disposed ■ 
under  her  mantle:  and  it  was  an  unmutilated,  unipok 
te<l,  and  beautifully  formed  hand  which  croissed  ik 
brow  of  Eveline.  Vet,  under  these  assurances  of  fr 
vour,  a  thrill  of  fear  nassed  over  her  as  the  liwi 
seemed  to  repeat,  or  chant, 

"  Wiildw'd  wife  and  wedded  maid, 
Betnithed,  tietrarer,  and  hetny'd. 
All  in  diimt  that  haji  tmen  laid  I 
Vanda'i  wronc  ha^  been  >--wn*IceD— 
Take  lier  )«rduD  bjr  thii  token." 

She  bent  down,  as  if  to  kiss  Eveline,  who  started* 
that  instant,  and  then  awoke.  Her  hand  was  indfld 
gently  pressed,  by  one  as  pure  and  white  as  herowi. 
The  blue  eyes  and  fair  hair  of  a  lovely  female  fu% 
with  half-veiled  bosom  and  dishevelled  locks,  fliiw 
thnnigh  her  vision,  and  indet>d  its  lips  approached  0 
those  of  the  lovely  sleener  at  the  moment  of  hff 
awakening ;  hut  it  was  Hose  in  whose  arms  her  ini»- 
tress  found  herself  pressed,  and  who  moistened  hv 
face  with  tears,  as  in  a  passion  of  affection  6he  covcnl 
it  with  kisses. 

"What  means  thia  Rose?"  said  Eveline;  "thidk 
C^mI,  you  arc  restored  to  me  1— But  what  mcaatlMi 
bursts  of  wwrping  ?" 

"Let  me  weep— let  me  wei»p,"  snid  Rose;  "ilii 
long  since  I  have  wept  for  joy,  and  lonse,  1  lnisl,it 
will  be  ere  I  again  weep  for  sorrow.  News  are  cool 
on  the  spur  from  the  (iranie  Dolourcuse — Amelollui 
brought  them— he  is  at  liberty— so  is  his  master,  ud 
in  high  favour  with  Honr\'.  Hear  yet  more,  butltt 
me  not  tell  it  too  hastrly — Vou  grow  jwle." 

"  No,  no."  said  Eveline;  ""o  on— go  on— Ithiokl 
understand  you— I  think  I  do. 

"The  villain  Randal  de  Lacy,  the  mastcr-nioviTof 
all  our  sorrows,  will  plague  you  no  more ;  he  wassliii 
by  an  honest  Welshman,  and  grievtKl  am  I  that  tb9 
have  hanged  the  r^ior  man  for  his  goutj  serrin- 
.\bovc  all,  the  stout  old  Constable  is  liimself  retained 
from  Palestine^  as  worthy,  and  somowlint  wiser,  thta 
he  was ;  for  it  is  thought  he  will  retu)unce  his  contract 


with  your  ladyship.' 
"SUlygirV'sa-d 


'd  Eveline,  crmaoning  as  hifih  *l 
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ihe  hfid  been  before  pfiTe,  "jest  not  omidRt  mich  n  tnlc. 
-Bui  can  this  be  realiiv  7— Is  Randal  indeed  slain  ?— 
ind  the  ( -onntable  returned  ?'* 

Thfsc  wer*-  hasTy  and  huiricd  qupfitions,  answered 
II  hastily  and  confusedly,  and  broken  with  ejncula- 
tkma  of  surprise  and  thanks  to  Heaven  and  to  Our 
Udy,  until  the  ecstasy  of  delight  sobered  down  into  a 
imoftranqnil  wonder. 

.Mean  whde  Damian  Lacy  also  had  his  ezplana* 
lioDs  to  n*ceive,  and  the  inodu  in  which  they  were 
JPBTcyed  had  somethin;*  remarkable.  Damian  had 
■r  some  time  been  an  inhabitant  of  what  our  ase 
•«ald  have  termed  a  duni^eon,  but  which,  in  the 
■cient  days,  thev  called  a  prison.  We  arc  perhaps 
OBBsunible  in  making  the  dwelling  and  the  food  of 
kknowledcod  and  convicted  ii^uih  mom  cumfortablc 
ad  palatalHe  than  what  the  parties  could  hnve  gained 
f  «ny  exertions  when  at  larije,  and  supporting  them- 
bIvct  by  honest  labour;  but  this  is  a  venial  error 
impared  to  that  of  our  ancestors,  who,  considering 
ebarse  and  a  conviction  as  synonymous,  treated  the 
ieusod  before  sentence  in  a  manner  which  would 
ITe  been  of  itself  a  severe  punishment  after  he  was 
■nd  guilty.  Damian,  therefore,  notwithstanding 
■  hicli  birth  and  distingiushefl  rank,  was  confimid 
ter  rlie  manner  of  the  most  atrocious  criminal,  was 
■vily  fettered,  fed  on  the  coarsest  food,  and  ezpe- 
nccd  only  this  alleviation,  that  he  was  permittecl  to 
AdIso  his  miser>'  in  a  solitar>'  and  separate  cell,  the 
retched  furniture  of  which  was  a  mean  bedstead, 
id  a  broken  tnble  and  chair.  A  cofRn—and  his  own 
nu  and  initials  were  painted  upon  it— stood  in  one 
mer.  to  remind  him  of  his  approach  ins;  fate;  and 
crucifix  was  placed  in  another,  to  intimnte  to  him 
at  there  was  a  world  beyond  that  which  must  soon 
iMe  upon  him.  No  noise  could  penetrate  into  the 
Ml  Bilentv  of  his  prison— no  nnnour,  either  touching 
S  own  fate  or  that  of  his  fiiends.  Charged  with 
mm  taken  in  open  arms  against  the  King,  he  was 
dbiect  to  militar}'  law,  and  to  be  put  to  death  even 
tttiout  the  formality  of  a  hearing;  and  he  foresaw 
B  inild»:r  conclusion  to  his  inipris<inmcnt. 
This  melancholy  dwelling  had  been  the  abode  of 
damian  for  nearly  a  month,  when  strange  as  it  may 
eem,  hi8}u.>alih,  which  had, suffered  much  fn>m  his 
rounds,  began  gradually  to  improve,  either  benefited 
IT  the  abstemious  diet  to  which  he  was  reducfHJ,  or 
Eat  certainty,  however  melancholy,  is  an  evil  belter 
nduri-d  t>y  many  constitutinns  than  the  feven.sh  con- 
nst  lietwizt  passion  and  duty.  Kut  the  term  of  his 
mpriHDnnieiit  seemed  drawing  spet?dily  to  a  clos^e; 
hit  jailer,  a  sullfn  Saxon  of  the  lowest  order,  in  more 
iporas  than  he  had  yet  used  to  him,  warned  him  to 
bok  to  a  speedy  change  of  dwelling;  and  the  tone  in 
which  he  spoke  convincy<l  the  prisoner  there  was  no 
time  to  be  lost.  He  demanded  a  confessor,  and  the 
Juki,  though  he  withdrew  without  ri'ply,  seemed 
IQ  intimaU'  by  liis  manner  that  the  boon  would  be 
innted. 

Next  morning  at  an  unusually  early  hour,  the 
Cuins  and  bolts  of  the  cell  were  heard  to  clash  and 
grnn,  and  Damian  wasstartloil  fn)m  a  broken  sli^p, 
which  hi-  had  not  enjoyed  for  above  two  hours.  His 
on  wen^  bfnt  on  the  slowly  oi^ning  door,  as  if  he 
udexTH.'Cted  the  headsman  and  his  assistants;  but 
die  jader  ushered  in  a  stout  man  in  a  pilgrim's 
ubit. 

"Is  it  a  priest  whom  you  bring  me,  warden?"  said 
ac  unhappy  prisoner. 

**He  can  best  answer  the  question  himself,"  said 
be  surly  ofTicial,  and  pri-s<'ntly  withdrew. 

The  iiilgrini  remainal  standing  on  the  floor,  with 
is  buck  to  the  small  window,  or  rather  l(M)phoIe,  by 
•hich  th<i  cell  \*as  imperfectly  liahted,  and  gazid 
itcntly  njMin  Damian,  who  was  seatcnl  on  the  side 
rhn  n'A  ;  his  p:ile  cheek  and  dishevelled  hair  bc^ar^ 
\fi(  a  lUflaneluily  corresfjoiulence  to  his  heavy  irons. 
[f  r<-iurn^!il  the  pilgrim'.^  gaze,  but  tlu;  imrnfrfect 
<ht  only  sln)we<r  liini  thai  his  visiter  wns  a  stout 
d  111  HI,  who  wore  the  M<*allop-dhKll  un  his  Ihjiinet,  as 
rokrri  that  he  had  pasmti  the  sea,  and  carriid  a 
iloi  brnnch  in  his  hand,  to  show  he  had  visited  the 
olv  Lnn<L 
**  BencJicitc  reverend  father,"  laid  the  tinhappr 


young  man ;  are  you  a  priest  come  to  unburden  my 
conscience?" 

"I  am  not  a  priest,"  replied  the  Palmer,  "but  one 
who  brings  you  news  of  discomfort." 

"You  bring  them  to  one  to  whom  comfort  baa 
been  long  a  stranger,  and  to  a  place  which  perchance 
never  knew  if,"  replied  Damian. 

"I  may  be  the  bolder  in  my  communication,"  said 
the  Palmer;  "those  in  sorrow  will  better  hear  ill 
news  than  those  whom  they  surprise  in  the  posses- 
sion of  conti'nt  and  happines.s." 

"Yet  even  the  situation  of  the  wretched,"  said 
Damian,  "  can  be  rendered  more  wretched  by  sus- 
pense. I  pray  you,  reverend  sir,  to  speak  the  worst 
at  once— If  you  come  to  announce  the  doom  of  this 
poor  frame,  mav  God  be  gracious  to  the  spirit  which 
must  be  violently  dismissed  from  it !" 

"  I  have  no  such  charge,"  said  the  Palmer.- — 
"  I  come  from  the  Holy  Land,  and  have  the  more 
grief  in  finding  you  thus,  because  my  message  to 
you  was  one  addressed  to  a  free  man,  and  a  wealthv 
one." 

"For  my  freedom,"  said  Damian,  "let  these  fet- 
ters speak,  and  this  apartment  for  my  wealth.— But 
speak  out  thy  news— should  my  uncle,  for  I  fear  thy 
tale  regards  him.  want  either  my  arm  or  mv  fortune, 
this  dungeon  and  my  degradation  have  further  panga 
than  I  had  yet  supposed,  as  they  render  me  unable  td 
aid  him." 

"  Your  uncle,  young  man,"  said  the  Palmer,  "  ia 
prisoner,  I  should  rather  say  slave,  to  the  great 
Soldan,  taken  in  a  battle  in  which  he  did  his  duty, 
though  unable  to  avert  the  defeat  of  the  Christians, 
with  whi-^h  it  was  concluded.  He  was  made  pri- 
soner while  covering  the  retreat,  but  not  until  be  had 
slain  with  his  own  hand,  for  his  misfortune  as  it  has 
provtxl,  Hassan  Ali,  a  favourite  of  the  Soldan.  The 
cniel  pagan  has  caused  the  worthy  knight  to  be  loaded 
with  irons  heavier  than  those  you  wear,  and  the  dun- 
ge<m  to  which  he  is  confined  would  make  this  seem 
a  palace.  The  infiders  first  resolution  was  to  put  the 
valiant  Constable  to  the  most  dreadful  death  which 
his  tormentors  could  devise.  But  fame  told  him  that 
Hu'^o  de  Lacy  was  a  man  of  great  power  and  wealth ; 
and  he  has  demnnded  a  ransom  of  ten  thousand  be- 
zants of  gold.  Your  uncle  replied  that  the  payment 
would  totrilly  impoverish  him,  and  oblige  him  to  dis- 
pose of  his  whole  estates ;  even  then  he  pleaded,  time 
must  be  allowed  him  to  convert  them  into  money. 
The  Soldan  npliwl,  that  it  imported  little  to  him 
whether  a  hound  like  the  Constable  were  fat  or  lean, 
and  that  he  therefore  insisted  iiiion  the  full  amount  oi 
the  ransom.  But  he  so  far  relaxed  as  to  make  it 
payable  in  three  portions,  on  condition  that,  along 
with  the  first  i)ortion  of  the  pric^»,  the  nearest  of  kin 
and  heir  of  Dc  Lacy  must  be  placed  in  his  hands  aa 
a^  hostagi'  for  what  remainefl  due.  On  these  con- 
ditions he  consented  your  uncle  should  be  put  at 
liberty  so  soon  as  yon  arrive  in  Palestine  with  the 

"Now  may  I  indeed  call  myself  unhappy."  said 
Damian  "  thnt  I  cannot  show  my  love  and  duty  to 
my  noble  uncle,  who  hath  ever  been  a  father  to  me  in 
my  orphan  state." 

It  will  be  a  heavy  disappointment,  doubtless,  to 
the  Constable,"  said  the  rainier,  "iHrause  he  waa 
eager  to  return  to  this  happy  country,  to  fulfd  a  con- 
tract of  marriage  which  he  had  formud  with  a  lady  of 
gn»at  beauty  and  fortune." 

Dami;m  shrunk  together  in  such  sort  that  his  fet- 
ters clashed,  but  he  made  no  answer. 

"  Were  he  not  your  uncle,"  continued  the  Pilgrim, 
"and  well  known  as  a  wise  man,  I  should  think  he 
is  not  quite  prudent  in  this  matter.  AVhatever  he 
was  iHifore  he  left  Kngland,  two  sumniers  spent  in 
the  wnrs  of  I'aleHtine,  and  another  amid  the  torturca 
and  restraints  of  a  heathen  prison,  have  made  him  a 
wrrv  bridegrDom." 

"IVace,  i)ilgrim,"  said  De  Lacy,  with  a  command- 
inir  tone.  "It  is  not  thy  part  to  censure  such  a  noble 
kni^iit  as  my  uncle,  nor  is  it  meet  that  I  should  listen 
to  voiir  striclurcH." 

''I  crave  your  pa  nlon,  young  man,"  said  the  Palmer 
"I  apoke  not  without  aome  view  to  your  intercut 
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ivhich,  mtithinks,  dnrs  not  so  woi.  consort  with  thine  I     "  And  th^  mnsom,"  said  the  Palmer,  "  bow  is  Uut 

j  to  l»i' providivj  ?*' 

"How.  hut  fiiiin  flu*  r*!«tntei»,  whirli,  noniinnHyie- 


which. 

uncli-  havin*!  on  lnur  of  his  b<)<Iy." 

"IV'ucn.  iy.i>c  iiKiti!"  said  D:iriiia!i.     "By  IL-nvi-n. 
I  think  wor>'.'  of  uiv  cell  than  I  did  h('fi»re,  tsinvi-  its 


fr 


doors  opvncJ  to  ^ich  a  counAt>lIor,  and  of  my  chninH,  i 
since  llioy  restrain  nie  from  chastising  him.— Depart,  | 
I  pray  thff\" 

"Not  tdl  I  hnvc  your  answer  for  yonr  imclc,"  an-  i 
Bwcri'd  ilio  PahmT.  '*  My  aj?e  scorns  thr  anger  ofl 
thy  vouth,  as  the  rook  dcspiik's  the  foam  of  the  rivu- 1 
let  riaslKnl  a;;ainst  it." 

"Tiien,  Hay  to  my  uncle."  anawertxJ  Daminn,  "I 
am  a  pnsaniT,  or  1  would  linve  runn'  to  liini— 1  am 
a  confiiK.'ato<l  bejsi;ur,  or  I  would  have  Nciit  him  my 
ail." 

"Such  virtuous  purpowfl  arr  onwly  and  boldly  an- 
nouncf'd,"  said  the  Palmer,  "whr-n  he  who  Hpcakn 
them  knows  that  lu*  cannot  bo  caileil  upon  to  make 
Kood  the  boast  of  his  tonj^uc.  Uut  cmild  1  tell  llu'iiof 
tny  restoration  to  freedom  and  wi  alih,  I  trow  thou 
wouldst  eonsider  twit'c  en;  thyactcoiiHrmtnl  thi-sacri- 
fic«T  thou  hast  in  thy  present  slab.;  pn)niis«'rl  so  j;lihly." 

"Leave  ini:,  1  prithf,  old  man,'  is:iid  Daniian; 
"thy  thought  cannm  compnhend  the  imor  of  mine 
— ^o.  and  add  not  to  my  distress  insults  wiiich  I  have 
not  the  meaiiff  to  aveiij^e," 

"  But  what  if  I  had  it  in  my  power  to  place  ihvtc  in 
the  situation  of  a  free  and  wealthy  man,  would  it 
slease  thee  thrn  to  be  rcmin<Ied  of  thy  prrtJ».nl  boast  ? 
Inr  if  not,  thou  mayat  rely  on  my  discretion  never  lo 
mention  the  ditrereniHi  orRoniimontbtlwecn  Dumian 
bound  and  Damian  at  lib«  rty." 

"How  meanest  thou?— or  hast  thou  any  meanin^r, 
save  to  torment  me  /"  said  the  youth. 

"Not  so,"  repliefl  the  old  Palmer,  plucking  from  his 
bosom  a  parchment  scroll  to  which  a  heavy  seal  was 
■ttachi^.— "  Know  that  thy  cousin  Randal  hath  hern 
Btrany:ely  slain,  and  his  treacheries  towards  the  Ton- 
stable  and  thee  as  strangely  discovertxl.  The  Kui^. 
in  requitul  of  thy  suHlTings,  hath  Sf  nt  thee  this  full 
paiiion,  and  endowed  thee  with  a  third  part  of  thos" 
ample  estates,  which,  by  his  death,  revert  to  the 
crown." 

"Ami  hath  the  Kins  also  restored  my  freedom  and 
mv  right  of  blood  ?"  exclaimed  Daniian. 

^'Krom  this  moment,  forthwith,"  said  the  Pulmrr 
— "look  uuon  ths  parchment— behold  the  royal  hand 
and  Seal. 

"1  m.ist  have  better  pr«)of.~Here,"  he  exclaimed, 
loudly  clashing  his  inma  at  the  same  time,  "Here, 
thou  Dojgi.t— warder,  son  of  a  Saxon  wolf-hound  !" 

The  Palmer,  atrikint?  on  the  door,  seconded  the 
previous  exertions  for  summoning  the  jailer,  who 
entered  accordingly. 

"  Warder,"  said  Damian  de  Lacy,  in  a  stem  tone, 
"  am  I  yet  thy  pnsoner,  or  no  T* 

The  sullen  jailer  consulted  the  Palmer  bv  a  look, 
and  (hen  answered  to  Damian  that  he  was  a  tree,  irian. 

"Then,  death  of  thy  heart,  slave,"  said  Damian, 
impatiently,  "why  hang  these  fetters  on  the  free 
limhsof  a  S'orinan  nohle  ?  each  moment  ilKyeonfine 
him  are  worth  a  lifetime  of  bondage  to  such  a  serf  us 
thou !" 

"They  nre  Kwn  rid  of,  Sir  Damian,"  said  the  man ; 
"and  I  pray  you  to  take  some  patience,  when  you  r  - 
member  that  ten  minutes  since  you  had  little  right 
to  think  thi*sc  bracelets  would  have  het»n  rcinovtr! 
for  any  other  purixise  than  your  progress  to  the  scaf- 
fold." 

"Peace,  ban-do'j,"  said  Damian,  "atid  Imi  spec<ly! 
— And  thoti,  who  hast  brought  me  these  good  tidings. 
I  forgive  thy  former  bearing— thoii  thoughtest,  rloiihr- 
lesn,  that  it  was  prudent  to  extort  from  me  proU  s.>;ions 
duriM:;  my  bondage  which  might  in  honour  decide  my 
conduct  when  at  large.  The  suspicion  inferred  in  i? 
Domewhat  oll'ensix'e,  but  thy  motive  was  to  ensure 
rav  unele's  lilnTty." 

*'An«l  is  it  really  votir  purpose,"  said  the  Palmer, 
"to  employ  your  newly-gained  freeilom  in  a  voyage  to 
Syria,  and  to  exchange  vour  English  prison  for  the 
dumreon  of  the  Sold  an  T 

"If  thou  thys*^lf  wilt  act  as  my  guide,"  answered 
the  undaunti'd  youth,  "  you  ihall  not  say  I  dally  by 
the  way  " 


eton-d  to  me,  remain  iii  tnith  and  justice  my  unde'e. 
aii/l  must  be  applied  to  his  use  in  me  first  iiistancel 
If  I  mistake  n>)t  ga-ailv,  ihi.re  is  not  a  Jew  or  Loo- 
bard  who  would  not  a(lvani*e  the  necessary  sumsoa 
sui:h  Si  curiiy.  -Then.fore,  dog,"  he  omtmuinl  sd- 
dres-^iiiij  thejaihr.  "ha^iien  thy  unelenching  aiKl  an- 
doing  ol  rivets  and  be  not  dainty  of  givinR  nie  a  ntda 
pain,  .so  thou  break  no  iimb,  for  I  cannot  aHbrd  lobe 
staved  on  my  jcxirney." 

The  Palmer  Uikid  on  a  little  whilr,  as  if  surpriM^ 
at  Damiairs  d«-terioiuaiion,  then  exclaimed.  "I  ru 
kis'p  the  uUi  man's  secrut  no  longer— such  high-soukd 
geiieroMty  must  not  be  sacrificed.-  Hark  tliL'e,  bine 
Sir  Damian,  I  ha\e  a  migtity  sei-ret  still  to  impvi, 
and  as  this  ."^axcm  rliurl  understands  ntt  FrtiiclL  ihji 
IS  no  unfit  opiKjrtiin.rv  lo  couiinunicatc  it.  KoMr 
that  thini  iinele  n  a  changed  man  in  mind,  as  heii 
debilitatMi  and  brctkeii  down  in  body.  Pct-vialinHi 
and  jealous)  have  i>o<i<*(s»d  thenifli'lvcs  of  a  h«iit 
wfiicli  was  once  stning  and  generous ;  his  life  is  Dov 
on  the  dregs,  and,  I  grieve  to  speak  it,  these  dnp 
arefuiil  an<l  bitnr." 

"Is  this  thy  mighty  sccn^l  ?"  said  Dnmian.  "TW 
men  gn)wolii,  I  know;  and  if  with  infirrnity  of  bo^ 
comes  infirmity  of  temper  and  iniml,  tiieir  ca&e  M 
more  strongly  claims  the  dutiful  observance  of  thca 
who  are  Iviund  to  tlu  ni  in  bloixl  or  alTection." 

".Ay,"  re|»lit-<J  the  Pibrim,  "but  the  (.'onslabk*! 
mind  has  tHtn  poisoned  against  thci'  by  runumn 
wliieh  hav(?  n/ached  his  ear  from  Eniiland,  ih»t  then 
have  been  thoiigjits  of  affeiuion  betwixt  tlu-e  ui 
his  hi'trotlij.'fl  brnle,  Kvelinc  Berenger.— Hal  hani 
touchetl  you  now  /" 

"Nor  a  wliii,"  said  Damian,  putting  on  the  strtiiii- 
est  n. solution  with  which  his  virtue i  -mid  su^tp^yium 
—"it  was  hut  tills  filhiw  who  struck  toy  sInn-bom 
somewhat  shan)ly  widi  bw  hammer.  Pri»rettL  Mf 
untie  heard  such  a  ri'pori.  and  iM-lieved  it  ?" 

"He  did,"  sjiid  the  Palmer—"!  can  well  averi^ 
sinci-  he  i^)iicealed  no  thought  froni  nxf.  Gut  h* 
nrayetl  me  carefully  to  hide  fiis  suspicions  from  yo^ 
otherwise,'  saitl  he,  'the  young  wolf-tnib  will  ntW 
thrust  himself  into  the  trap  for  the  deliveniiU'«-riflkt 
ol('  h<!-wolf.  Were  he  once  in  my  [jrison-hons-V  yam 
uncle  continued  to  .c>|.eak  of  you,  *  he  shonirt  r'lt  aod 
die  ere  I  sent  one  penny  of  ransom  lo  set  at  libertylht 
lov'T  of  my  betrolln.d  luide.' " 

"(;ould  this  be  my  uncle's  sincen*  purpose  T'sM 
Damian,  all  aghast.  "Could  he  plan  so  miirh  iRt- 
chery  towanlsnn-  as  to  leave  me  in  the  captivity iau 
which  I  threw  myself  for  his  n-deniption  I— Tush!  il 
cannot  he." 

"Flatter  not  voiirsflf  with  such  a  vain  opintoo, 
said  the  Palmer— "if  you  go  to  Syria,  you  go  totter 
nal  capiivny,  while  your  uncle  returns  to  possessor 
of  wealth  liftle  diminished— and  of  Eveline  K<?rengtT. 

"  Ha  !"  ejaculated  Damian  ;  and,  li>jking  dci.%ufo 
an  instn'it,  demaiulMt  of  the  Palmer,  in  a  subdue 
vr»ice,  what  he  would  have  him  to  do  in  Euch  ii 
extninity.  ^ 

"The  case  is  plain,  according  to  my  poor  judgnnriH, 
replied  the  Palmer.  "  No  one  is  l>ound  lo  faith  *ill 
thos*'  who  menu  to  ol>.s«'r>'c  none  with  Itim.  Antic 
pate  this  treadary  of  your  uncle,  and  ht  his  nowshor 
and  inhrm  ixisttMice  moulder  out  in  the  pt'Siiferoa 
cell  to  which  he  would  condemn  your  youtlift 
strength.  The  royal  grant  has  assigntii  ytm  laud 
enough  fi»r  your  lumourahle  support;  and  whercfyr 
not  unite  with  them  those  of  the  Ganle  Dolnfreaftr 
—Eveline  hVrengi  r,  if  1  do  not  greatly  rnisiake,  wil 
scnre«  ly  say  nay.  Ay,  more— 1  vouch  it  on  my  ml 
that  she  will  say  yes,  for  I  have  sunj  inlormaiion  o 
her  mind :  and  for  her  pn-contruct,  n  word  ft«n 
Henry  t(»  hiif  holiness,  now  that  ih«-y  are  in  the  hrf 
day  of  tht  ir  reconciliation,  will  obnternte  the  nnini 
Hugh  from  the  parchment,  and  insert  Damian  in  it: 
stead." 

"  Now,  by  my  faith,"  said  Damian,  arising  am 
placing  his  foot  upon  the  attol,  that  the  wnn^r 
might  more  easily  strike  off  the  last  ring  by  which  hi 
was  encumbereu,— '*!  have  bcord  of  auch  thuia  * 
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lUi— Iha^e  hetfd  of  bemgs  who,  with  aeenitng  gra- 
fitr  of  word  end  aspect— wiih  subtle  counsels,  art- 
fiiliy  npptied  to  the  frailties  of  human  nature— have 
haunted  the  cells  of  despairing  men,  and  made  them 
■Mny  a  fair  promise,  if  they  would  but  exchange  for 
their  by-ways  the  paths  of  salvation.  Such  are  the 
fend's  dearest  agents,  and  in  such  a  guise  hath  the 
fiend  himself  been  known  to  appear.  In  the  name  of 
God,  old  man,  if  human  thou  art«  begone !— I  like  not 
ihy  words  or  thv  presence-;!  spit  at  thy  counsels. 
And  mark  nie,"  ne  added,  wiih  a  menacing  gesture, 
"Look  to  thine  own  safety— I  shall  presently  be  at 
ftertyl" 

"  Boy,"  replied  the  Palme^  folding  his  arms  con- 
temptuously in  his  ck>ak,  "  I  scorn  thv  menaces— I 
leave  thee  not  till  we  know  each  other  oetter." 

"I  too,"  saidDamian,  "  would  fain  know  whether 
ibou  be*8t  man  or  fiend  ;  and  now  for  the  trial."  As 
be  spoke,  the  last  shackle  fell  from  his  leg,  and  dash- 
ed on  the  pavement,  and  at  the  same  moment  he 
ipnmg  on  the  Palmer,  caught  him  by  the  waist,  and 
exclaimed,  as  he  made  three  distinct  and  desperate 
attempts  to  lift  him  up  and  dash  him  headlong  to  the 
«rth^  "This  for  maligninjc  a  nobleman— this  for 
tloabtrng  the  honour  of  a  knight- and  this  (with  a  yet 
aiore  violent  exertion)  for  belying  a  lady !" 

Each  eflurt  of  Damian  seemed  equal  to  have  rooted 
np  «  tree ;  yet  though  they  staggered  the  old  man, 
tnev  overthrew  him  not :  and  while  Damian  panted 
with  his  last  exertion,  ne  replied,  "  And  take  thou 
thifl,  for  so  roughly  entreating  thy  father's  bro- 
ther." 

As  he  spoke,  Damian  de  Lacy,  the  best  youthful 
wreatlcr  in  Cheshire  received  no  soft  fall  on  the 
floor  of  the  dungeon.  He  arose  slowly  and  astounded : 
but  the  Palmer  had  now  thrown  back  both  hood  and 
dfthnatique,  and  the  features,  though  bearing  marks 
of  age  and  climate,  were  those  of  his  uncle  the  Con- 
•Uble,  who.calmly  observed,  "I  think,  Damian,  thou 
art  become  stronger,  or  I  weaker,  since  my  breast  was 
last  pressed  against  yours  in  our  country  s  celebrated 
aport.  Tiiou  hadst  nigh  had  Rie  down  in  that  last 
turn,  but  that  I  knew  the  old  De  Lacy's  back-trip  as 
well  as  thoiL— But  wherefore  kneel,  man  V  He  raised 
him  with  much  kindness,  kissed  his  cheek,  and  pro- 
ceeded; "Think  not,  my  dearest  nephew,  that  I 
meant  in  my  late  disguise  to  \rx  your  faith,  which  I 
nysdf  never  doubted.  But  evil  tongues  nod  been 
bosy,  and  it  was  this  which  msde  me  resolve  on  an 
experiment,  the  result  of  which  has  been,  as  I  expect- 
ed, must  honourable  for  you.  And  know,  (for  these 
walla  have  sometimes  ears,  even  according  to  the 
letter,)  there  are  ears  and  eyes  not  far  distant  which 
farve  heard  and  seen  the  whole.  Marry,  I  wish, 
though,  thy  Isst  hug  had  not  been  so  severe  a  one. 
My  ribs  still  fed  the  impression  of  thy  knuckles." 
**  Dearest  and  honoured  unde,"  sakl  Damian,  "ex- 

"There  is  nothing  to  excuse,"  replied  his  uncle, 
interrupting  him.  Have  we  not  wrestled  a  turn 
before  now  7— But  there  remains  yet  one  trial  for 
thee  lo  go  through— Get  thee  out  df  this  hole  speedily 
—don  thy  best  array  to  accompany  me  to  the  church 
at  noon ;  for,  Damian,  thou  must  be  present  at  the 
mnrriage  of  the  Lady  Eveline  Berenger." 

Tliis  proposal  at  once  struck  to  the  earth  the  un- 
happy young  man.  ^For  mercy's  sake,*'  he  exclaim- 
ed, hold  me  excused  in  this,  my  gracious  uncle  !— 
I  have  been  of  late  severely  wounded,  and  am  very 
weak." 

"  As  my  bones  can  testify  "—said  his  uncle.  "  Why, 
man,  thou  hast  the  strength  of  a  Norway  bear." 

"Passion,"  answered  Damian,  "might  give  me 
strength  for  a  moment;  but^  deareat  uncle^  ask  any 
thing  of  me  rather  than  this.  Methinks,  if  I  have 
been  faulty,  some  other  punishment  might  suffice." 

**  I  tell  thee,"  said  the  Constable,  "  thy  presence  is 


neoessary—indisnensably  necessary.  Strange  reporta 
have  been  abroad,  which  thy  absence  on  this  occasion 
would  go  far  to  confirm.  Eveline's  character  and 
mine  own  are  concerned  in  this." 

"If  so,"  said  Damian,  "if  it  be  indeed  so,  no 
task  will  be  too  hard  for  me.  But  I  trust,  when  the 
ceremony  is  over,  you  will  not  refuse  me  your  consent 
to  take  iho  cross,  unless  you  should  prefer  my  joining 
the  troops  destined,  aa  1  heard,  for  the  conquest  of 
Ireland.'^ 

"Ay,  ay,"  said  the  Constable;  "if  Eveline  grant 
you  permission,  I  will  not  withhold  mine." 

"Uncle,"  said  Damian,  somewhat  sternly,  "you 
do  not  know  the  feelings  which  you  jest  with.^* 

"Nay,"  said  the  Coiisioble,  '^I  compel  nothing! 
for  If  tiiou  goest  to  the  church,  and  likest  not  the 
match,  thou  may'st  put  a  stop  to  it  if  thou  wilt--the 
sacrament  cannot  proceed  without  the  bridegroom's 
consent." 

'  "  I  underetand  you  not.  unde,"  said  Damian ;  you 
have  already  consented. 

"Yes,  Damian,"  he  said,  "I  have— to  withdraw 
mv  claim,  and  to  relinquish  it  in  thy  favour ;  for  if 
Eveline  Berenger  is  wedded  to-day,  thou  art  her  bride- 
groom !  The  Church  has  given  her  sancnon— the 
King  his  approbation- the  lady  says  not  nay— and 
the  question  only  now  remains,  whether  the  bride- 
groom will  say  ves.'* 

The  nature  of  the  answer  may  be  easily  conceived ; 
nor  is  it  necessary  to  dwell  upon  the  snlendour  of  the 
ceremoninL  which,  to  atone  for  his  late  unmerited 
severity,  Henry  honoured  with  his  own  presence. 
Amelot  and  Rose  were  shortly  afterwards  united,  okl 
Flammock  having  been  previously  created  a  gentle- 
man of  coat  armour,  that  the  gentle  Norman  blood 
might,  vi-ithout  utter  derogation,  mingle  with  the 
meaner  stream  which  coloured  the  cheek  in  crimson, 
and  meandered  in  axureover  the  lovely  neck  and  bo- 
som of  the  fair  Fleming,  lliere  was  nothing  in  the 
manner  of  the  Constable  towards  his  nephew  and 
his  bride,  which  could  infer  a  regret  of  the  generous 
aelf-denial  which  he  had  exercised  in  favour  of  their 
youthful  nassion.  But  he  soon  after  accepted  a  high 
command  in  the  troops  destined  to, invade  Ireland: 
and  his  name  is  found  among  the  highest  in  the  roll 
of  the  chivalroua  Normans  who  firat  united  that  fair 
island  to  the  English  crown. 

Eveline,  restoml  to  her  own  fsir  castle  and  domains, 
failed  not  to  provide  for  her  confessor,  as  well  aa  for 
her  old  soldiers,  servants,  and  retainers,  forgetring 
their  errora,  and  remenjbering  their  fidelity.  The 
Confcasor  was  restored  to  the  flesh-pots  of  Egypt 
more  congenial  to  his  habits  than  the  meager  fare  of 
his  convent.  Even  Gillian  had  the  means  of  sub- 
sistence, since  to  punish  her  would  have  been  to  dis- 
tress the  faithful  Raoul.  They  quarrelled  for  the 
future  part  of  their  lives  in  plenty,  just  as  they  had 
formerly  quarrelled  in  poverty:  for  wrangling  cura 
will  fight  over  a  banquet  as  fiercely  as  over  a  bare  bone^ 
RaouTdied  first,  and  Gillian  having  lost  her  whet- 
stone, found  that  as  her  youthful  looks  decayed  her 
wit  turned  somewhat  blunt.  She  therefore  prudently 
commenced  devotee,  and  spent  houra  in  long  pane- 
gyrics on  her  departed  husband. 

The  only  serious  cause  of  vexation  which  I  can 
trace  the  Lady  Eveline  having  been  tried  with,  arose 
from  a  visit  of  hct  Saxon  relative,  made  with  much 
form,  but,  unfortunately,  at  the  very  time  which  the 
Lady  Abbess  had  selected  for  that  same  purpose.  The 
discord  which  arose  between  these  honoured  person- 
ages was  of  a  double  character,  for  they  w  -re  Nor- 
man and  Saxon,  and,  moreover,  difiered  in  opinion 
concerning  the  time  of  holding  Easter.  This,  how- 
ever, was  but  a  alight  gale  to  disturb  the  general 
serenity  of  Eveline;  for  with  her  unhoped-for  union 
with  Damian,  endeu  the  trials  and  sorrows  of  Tub 
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INTRODUCTION  TO  THE  TALISMAN. 


rn  "  Betrothed*'  did  not  graa^jr  pkNwe  om  or  two  Monde, 
le  tboefflit  that  it  did  aot  wdl  eomwpood  to  thofoooral  title 
"  The  Cranden."  They  nried*  theiofore,  that,  without  di- 
elalleMoa  to  the  muMen  of  the  Eaitera  tribee,  ud  to  the 
■Mtie  condicte  of  the  period,  the  title  of  a  "Tale  of  the 
■Mdari"  would  rMeaUe  the  plajbill,  which  ia  aaid  to  have 
aMMced  the  tragedj  of  Hamlet,  the  ehaiaAter  of  the  Prisee 
DmoiarkbeiiicleftoaL  Oo  (he  ottor  hand,  I  felt  the  dldk- 
Itf  of  ri  viDf  a  vivid  pietme  of  a  part  of  the  world  with  which 
ru  almost  totally  unacquainted,  unleM  by  early  reeolleetiona 
the  Arabian  Mif  ht«'  Eotertainmenta ;  and  not  only  Hid  I  la- 
«r  ander  the  incapacity  of  ifnorance,  in  which,  aa  fer  aa  ra- 
nk Caitem  mannera,  I  wai  at  tliickly  wrapped  aa  an  Efyp- 
la  ia  his  fof  ;  trat  my  contemporariei  were,  many  of  tliem,  ^a 
■eh  ealirhtcned  upon  the  mbject,  aa  if  they  had  been  inha- 
tuts  of  the  favoured  land  of  Oothen.  The  love  of  travellinf 
d  pervaded  all  ranks,  and  carried  the  subjects  of  Britain  into 
I  qaarters  of  tlie  vrarld.  Orceoe,  so  attractive  by  its  remaina 
art,  by  iu  struffles  for  fkeedom  against  a  Mahomedan  tyrant, 
'  lU  very  name,  wliere  every  fountain  had  iu  classical  legend  ; 
PalesUae,  endeared  to  tlie  imagination  by  yet  mora  sacred 
Mobrauees.  had  been  of  late  surveyed  by  British  eyes,  and 
Knbed  by  recent  travellen.  Had  I.  therefore,  attempted  the 
Snili  task  of  substituting  manners  of  my  own  invention,  in- 
Md  uf  the  genuine  costume  of  the  Cast,  alnhMt  every  travel- 
r  I  BMt,  wliu  had  extended  his  n)Ute  b«yond  wliat  was  an- 
•atly  ralind  "  TIm  Grand  Tour,"  l»ad  acquired  a  right,  by  oe- 
ilw  iaspection,  lo  chastiae  me  for  my  presumption.  Every 
saiber  of  the  Traveller'a  Club,  who  could  pretend  to  liave 
intra  his  siioe  over  Edom,  waa,  by  having  done  ao,  consti- 
lied  my  lawful  eritte  and  correotur.  It  occurred,  tlierefore, 
lat  wlicre  the  author  of  Auastaaius,  aa  well  as  Ite  of  Hudji 
iba,  had  described  the  mannera  and  vioes  of  the  Eastern  na- 
■os.  not  only  with  ikielity.  bu»  with  the  humour  of  Le  Sage 
id  the  ludicrous  power  of  Fielding  himself,  one  who  was  a 
wfeet  <tranger  lo  the  subject  must  necessarily  produce  an  un- 
tvoarabk  contrast  Tlie  Poet  Laureate  also,  in  the  charming 
leof  "  Thalaba,"  had  ihouru  how  extensive  might  be  the  re- 
ardw«  of  a  person  of  acquirements  and  talent,  by  dint  of  in- 
■ttgaiHin  alone,  into  the  ancient  doctrines,  history,  and  man- 
»a  of  the  Eastern  countries,  in  which  we  are  ftrobably  to  look 
r  the  cradle  of  mankind ;  Moore,  hi  his  "  Lalla  Rookh,"  had 
veesarully  trod  the  aama  path  ;  in  which,  too,  Byron,  joining 
:ular  ezpenence  to  extaoaive  reading,  liad  written  some  of  his 
Qit  attractive  poema.  In  a  word,  tlie  Eastern  themes  had 
■aa  already  ao  aucceasfhily  liandled  by  those  who  were  ac> 
itowiedfed  to  be  masters  of  their  craft,  that  I  waa  diflklent  of 
•kiai  tlie  attempt 

These  were  powerfhl  ohjectiona.  nor  did  they  loee  Ibroe  when 
ny  became  the  subject  of  anxious  reflection,  although  tliey 
>d  But  lliially  prevail  The  argumenta  on  Uie  otlier  side  were, 
Mt  tlMJugh  I  had  no  hope  of  rivalling  tlie  contemporaries 
hoai  I  luivo  roentiooed.  yet  it  occurred  lo  me  as  poaaible  to 
fnul  mywlf  of  the  task  I  waa  engaged  in,  without  entering 
ilw  eomiietilioo  with  them. 

TIm  period  relatmg  more  immediately  to  th9  Craaadea  which 
•I  last  Axed  upon,  was  that  at  which  the  warlike  eharaeler  of 
Richard  L,  wild  and  generous,  a  pattern  of  chivalry,  with  all  ita 
*^«agaot  virtoes,  and  its  no  leas  absurd  errors,  was  oppoaed 
•  that  oritaladm,  in  which  the  Christian  and  English  monarcli 
Iwwed  all  ilie  cruelty  and  violence  of  an  Eastern  aultan ;  and 
^dw.  oa  tlie  other  hand,  displayed  the  deep  policy  and  pra- 
'•ace  of  a  Eurofwan  sovereign,  whilst  each  contended  which 
^M  eicei  the  other  in  the  knightly  qualities  of  bravery  and 
ivaarosif y.  This  singular  eootrasl  afTorded.  aa  tlie  author  eon- 
wiTsd.  nntmals  for  a  work  of  fiction,  possessing  peculiar  inte- 
*M.  Une  of  the  inflwior  eharaeters  intmbueed.  waa  a  anppoeed 
vlatHMi  of  Richard  Coair  de  Lion ;  a  violation  of  tlie  truth  of 
«*Mary,  which  gave  offence  to  Mr.  Mills,  the  Autliorof  Uie 
iMory  of  Chivalry  and  the  Crusadae,  who  waa  not.  it  may  be 
*'^%ined,  aware  tliat  ruaaantle  fiction  naturally  includes  the 
^■•veroraMhiavaatjoa,  whicb  ia  iadend  ooa  of  the  raquiaitns 
■fUaari. 


» David  or  fleoUand, 
I  hero  of 


who  waa  aetaally  !■  Iha  boat,  aai 
mmantie  advaotufaa  on  hia  wa^ 
my  aarvica,  and  eooitiiBlaa  noa  of 

^t  ta'miri'hararraady  bnMght  vpoa  tha  floM  Hha  oTtha 
Uoa  heart  Bat  it  waa  in  a  moaa  primla  ctpaeMy  than  ha  waa 
hare  to  beaihibitod  ia  the  TaliHBaa  I  then  aa  a  diifuiaad  knfht, 
aow  in  the  avowed  chafuetar  ofa  nonnaariiig  awoareh ;  aothat 
I  doubled  not  a  aaow  ao  dear  to  EngliatMBaa  aa  that  of  Kiat 
Richard  L,  aught  contributa  to  their  amuaaaaant  for  mora  thaa 

I  Dad  aeeeoi  to  all  which  antiquity  believed,  whether  of  re- 
ality or  Aible,  on  the  aubject  of  that  magnificent  warrior,  who 
waa  the  proodeat  boaat  of  Europe  and  their  chivalry,  and  with 
whoea  dreadful  nana  the  flaracana,  according  to  a  hiatoriaa  of 
their  own  oountry,  were  wont  to  reb«ke  their  atartlad  horaaa. 
"  Do  yon  think,"  said  they,  *'  that  King  Richard  ia  on  the  track, 
that  you  stray  ao  wildly  ftom  it?"  The  moat  carious  ragiater 
of  the  history  of  King  Richard,  ia  an  ancient  romance,  tianalalad 
originally  ttom  the  Norman ;  and  at  fliai  certainly  having  a  pea- 
lance  to  be  termed  a  work  of  chivalry,  but  latleriy  beeoming 
stuffed  with  the  moat  aatoniahing  and  monstrous  fablee.  Them 
is  perhapa  no  metrical  rumanca  upon  raeord,  where,  along  with 
curious  and  genuine  history,  are  mingled  mora  absurd  and  ax- 
aagerated  incidenia.  We  have  placed  in  the  Appendix  lo  thia 
Introduction,  the  paeaage  of  the  romance  in  which  Richard 
flgurea  aa  an  Ogre,  or  literal  cannibal.-^Appendix.  p.  f.) 

A  principal  incident  in  the  story,  is  that  tnm  whidi  the  Utla 
ia  derived.  Of  all  iwople  who  ever  lived,  the  Peiaians  wwa  per- 
hapa most  remarkable  for  tlieir  unaludtan  credulity  in  amnlata, 
spclla,  periapts,  and  similar  chanma,  ftamed,  it  waa  said,  under 
Uie  influence  of  particular  planets,  and  beetowing  high  medieal 
power*,  as  well  as  the  means  of  advancing  men's  fortaoea  ia  va- 
A  story  of  thia  kind,  ralating  lo  a  Crusader  of 
ia  often  told  in  the  west  of  Scotland,  and  the  ratio 
alludod  to  is  still  in  existence,  and  even  yet  held  in  veneration. 
Sir  Simon  Lockhart  of  Lee  and  Cartland  made  a  conaidarabla 
figure  in  tlie  reigna  of  Robert  the  Bruce  and  of  his  son  David. 
He  was  one  of  the  diief  of  that  band  of  Scottish  chivalry,  who 
accoaipanied  James,  the  Good  Lord  Douglas,  on  hia  axpaditkM 
to  the  Holy  Land,  with  the  httart  of  King  Robert  Bruoa.  Dour 
hu,  impatient  to  get  at  the  aaracens,  entered  into  war  with 
thoae  of  Spain,  and  waa  killed  there.  Lookhart  proceeded  to 
the  Holy  Land  with  aueh  Seottiah  knight*  aa  had  aeeaped  tha 
fkte  of  their  deader,  and  aasistad  for  aome  lima  in  tha  wan 
againat  the  Saracens. 

Tha  followinff  advenhira  ia  said  by  traditioa  to  hava  bathUaa 
hhoi- 

He  made  priaoner  in  battle  an  Emir  of  eonaideiabla  wealth 
and  conaequanca.  Tlie  aged  mother  of  the  captive  came  to  tha 
Chriatian  camp,  to  redeem  her  eon  ftom  hia  state  of  captivity. 
Lockliart  is  said  to  have  fixed  the  price  at  which  his  prisoaar 
should  ransom  himself;  and  tha  lady,  palling  out  a  large  ena- 
broidered  puree,  proceeded  to  tell  down  tlie  ransom,  like  a  mo- 
ther who  pays  little  reepeet  to  gold  Ui  eompariaon  of  her  aoo'a 
liberty.  In  this  opemtion,  a  pebble  inearted  in  a  com,  aome  ny 
of  tlM  Lower  Empira,  Ml  out  of  the  pune,  and  the  Saracen  aaa- 
Iron  testified  so  much  haste  to  recover  it.  aa  gave  the  Seottiah 
knight  a  high  idea  of  its  value,  wh«m  eompared  with  gold  or 
silver.  **  I  will  not  consent,"  he  said,  "  to  grant  your  soo'a  li- 
berty, unless  that  amulet  be  added  to  hia  ransom.**  Tha  lady 
not  only  conaented  to  this,  butexplainad  to  Sir  Simon  Lodihart 
tlie  mode  in  which  the  Talisman  was  to  be  used,  and  tha  naaa 
to  whiehitmightbeput  The  water  in  which  it  waa  dipt  op** 
rated  as  a  atyptie,  as  a  fbbriftige,  and  paasamad  aawial  olhar 
pmperties  aa  a  medical  taliaoaan. 

Sir  Simon  Loekhnrt,  after  much  experienee  of  the  woodara 
which,  it  wrought,  brouf  lit  it  to  his  own  country,  and  left  it  to 
his  heirs,  by  whom,  and  by  Clydesdale  hi  general,  it  waa,  aad 
ia  still,  distinguislied  by  the  name  of  tha  Lea  peony,  ftom  tha 
name  of  his  native  seat  of  Lee. 

Tlie  moet  remarkable  part  of  its  history,  perhapa.  waa,  that 
it  ao  eapaeially  aeeaped  eoodannatioa  whan  tha  ChuidkaC 
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•  to  laptMh  MHF  oUmt  awn  which  avmmd 
of  Um  nfamoakMU,  m  oeeuioMd  by  aorMnr.  and  eeoMiTOd  Um 
appeal  to  then, "  axoapting  only  that  to  Iha  amolat,  caliod  the 
Lea  peooy,  to  which  it  had  plaaaed  Ood  lo  aniita  oaruki  liaal- 
iag  virtMs  which  the  Chinch  did  not  preania  to  wwdcmii."  It 
atill,  a«  haa  bean  eaid,  aviata,  and  ita  powaf*  an  BoaeetiaMa  re- 
aanedto.  Of  lala,  Ihay  hneo  baaa  ehfofly  natrktad  la  Ilia  cun 
oTimacNM  bitiaB  feqr  M*d  dofi }  aad  la  tha  illnaaa  in  aocii  caaea 
Anqoaotly  arieae  fhim  inaffiantion,  thata  can  ba  no  iaaaoo  foi 
doirtttinff  that  water  which  hna  bean  poured  on  ttm  Laa-panny 


8neh  ia  tha  tradition  cMwarainff  tha  Tinman,  which  tha 
— thoc  hna  mlMn  Mm  libeily  to  rmtf  in  applying  l>  lo  hie  own 


b<*tory.  both  witn  reapact  to  Conrada  of  1 


ofBiohwd^ianiwadbothinhiatwrandwniBBaB  Tha 
npininn  of  tha  Mnna  npon  wliiek  ihay  aiaod,  nmy  ba 
IM  ptnpnaalofthafliiBiii.  thni  tht  Mnrqnie  of 
aald  hn  ineaatad  %rt«i  nannin  pvta  of  Qnin, 


which  tbay  wore  to  yield  to  Iha  CMalianai 
inff  to  tha  ruowoee  which  beara  hia  naaM 
preae  hi«  Airy.  The  Mentuw,  ha  anld,  waa  a  Inltn 
robbed  the  Knifhu  Hucpitallcni  oT  aixty  thowand  | 
pnMeat  of  hia  Ikttier,  Henry ;  that  Iw  waa  a  raaap 
treachery  had  occaaioDed  tha  loae  of  Acre :  and  ki 
bya  aotaon  onth,that  ha  wonU  ca»a  bi«  M[k 
pieeea  by  wild  horaee,  if  ha  ihoold  nnr  veotMro  m 
Chriatiaa  camp  by  hia  pccaenoe.  Philip  aTiiiaplni  i 
in  Ikninr  of  th«  Marquia,  and  throwinp  down  hia  gi 
lo  becooM  a  pledge  fur  iiie  fldriity  lo  the  Chrialii 
qflbr  waa  rqjaetod.  and  he  wxt  oMipad  to  giva  wnri 
inwntnaaiiy."^  AMarrfT  CMnUrik 

Conmda  of  Mootaetmt  makaa  n  eoMMamMafgi 
wniB,  and  wna  nt  lenpth  put  to  danih  by  ana  nf  Ol 
of  Iha  Seheik.  or  Old  Man  of  tha  Mowitnin  t  mmi 
iwnnin  ftva  vf  tlM  anapicion  of  hnrfng  inniiffntc4feh 

ttmnybaanid,  in  fenefal,  Ihnlmoat of  thn  iMli 
dnead  te  tha  Mlowinff  tala  art  Sedtiona;  ani  I 
wliare  H  ailata,  ia  only  ralninad  in  tha  nlUfinlMi  nl 

M/m^lSM. 
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ti  wurlfif  ia  th«  Hokr  Und,  Richard  ww  Miaed  with 

bwt  leediM  of  th«  cunp  were  unable  to  albet  the  cure 
Kliif *M  fliMnw  i  but  the  prayera  of  the  aimy  wen  mora 
All  He  became  coavaleicent,  and  the  flnt  «|inpUNn  of 
oret?  wai  a  violent  lonfiog  for  pork.  But  pork  wai  not 
to  be  plenUftil  in  a  country  whoee  iidtabilanta  bad  an 
■Me  for  awine'i  flaah ;  and 

■"  Eh.'hUjth  ii\t  mcfl  illioald  be  bfuiftd, 

Ttirf  rtnf  rnniit.  in  Ihtt  foiinir»f, 

N«  pork  firidt  Ut»,  nr  gnt, 
ThLt  KLmt  Hichftd  Cni|;Pi^  tnfhlitreilf 
tn  oldi^dthi  with  Rkh.C4J  ti^^lnf, 
Whtn  t,f  Ur-H  nrihiL  tkLd^, 
Thill-  LIk  ^^riifif  wAniti  v«rt<  twrctn, 
Tfl  iht  Ktwfir-I  lw  fi>4h«  (iriTjrlich*— 

''  ihjt  Itifit  Lhr  bliif  awir  U  li4:ht  1  T(J, 

#ikI  lArrivrfTk  be  ftLstiiflduj 

\'t  mar  ■■ciK  ^x^  t''^  mcila^i 

ilia  HAM  t*  hrtnJf  hrni  nj  t*  ull«! 

1^  lid  ..^il  h*  r    :i-  -1.^ 

»«»  I.'-  •■  I  ■    -:li*T, 

Tbo'  br  wet«  noof  lit  of  that. 

Tnkc  ■  aanccn,  ycMinf  waA  (kl  | 

In  haate  let  the  thitf  b«  ilain. 

Opened,  anil  hit  akin  offfiajrn  ; 

Anil  toMen  full  bastilv, 

With  powilar  and  wiin  nlcery. 

Ami  wiih  HtlTron  of  good  colour. 

'N\'ben  the  kinc  feela  (hereof  aavoor, 

Oul  of  afiie  it  he  be  went. 

He  ahall  have  (hcrelo  good  Ukat 

When  he  baa  a  good  Utu, 

And  eaten  veil  a  good  repait. 

And  anppcd  iK'the  frrMvle*  a  mp, 

Klept  aner  and  awet  a  drop, 

Through  Go<idia  help  and  my  eoooMil, 

Soon  he  ahall  be  freth  and  h4n.' 

The  aooth  toaaj,  at  wordee  few, 

8Uin  aud  io<kkn  waa  the  heathen  ahmr. 

Before  the  king  it  waa  forth  broafht : 

Qttod  hia  men,  '  Tntrd,  we  have  pork  aougfati 

fUtea  and  aapa  of  the  brewla  eoole.t 
Thorongh  grace  of  God  ll  shall  be  xoorbeot-' 

Before  King  Kiehanl  earffa  knight, 

lie  ate  faaier  than  he  canr*  might 

The  king  ale  the  fleih  ami  gnnrl  the  bon« 

And  drank  well  afier  for  the  none*. 

And  when  he  had  eaten  enough. 

Hia  folk  item  (uniort  awav,  and  toufk.% 

He  laf  atill  and  drew  In  hie  arm ; 

fiia  Kbamherlain  him  wrapped  warn. 

He  lajr  and  alept,  and  twet  a  atoand, 

Aud  became  wKole  and  aound. 

King  Richard  clad  him  and  aroer. 

And  walked  abouten  in  the  cloae." 

attack  of  the  Saracen*  waa  repelled  br  Richard  in  pe^ 
Um  coo«H]uence  of  wliicli  ia  told  in  the  foilowiof  lioea. 

"  When  King  Riehard  had  rsalod  awhyle, 

A  knight  hia  arma  'can  nnlaca. 

Him  to  cnmfon  anaaolaee. 

Hi<n  waa  bronrht  a  eop  in  whM. 
Th<>  head  of  thai  illre  ewine. 

That  I  of  ate  I*  (the  cook  he  bade,) 

*  Por  tSreble  I  am,  and  fnint  and  mad. 
Ol  mine  rvil  now  !  am  fear ; 
AerTe  me  therewith  at  my  aoupcre  (* 
Qiivil  the  conk,  '  That  hraii  I  nc  hae*.' 
Then  aaUl  the  king,  '  So  Ooil  me  eava, 
But  I  mn  the  head  of  that  twine. 
Fur  aooth,  thov  ahalt  leeen  thii« !' 
TV  ca«*k  anw  none  other  might  be  ; 
He  tf*  the  head  %imI  let  him  aee. 
He  fell  on  kne*«,  and  made  a  ery— 
Le,  iicra  the  head  I  mjr  lam),  mmy  V  *' 

v  cook  had  rertainlr  lome  reaaon  to  fear  that  hit  maater 
M  be  utimrM  with  horror  ut  the  recollection  of  the  dreadful 
mi  to  wiiicli  he  owed  hia  recoYerjr,  but  hia  feara  were  aooo 
iMCed. 

"  The  ewarte  «<e|  when  the  king  aeeth. 

Ilia  Mark  lieant  and  white  teeth, 

Huw  hia  lippr*  grinned  wi'le, 

•  Wh<u  devil  ll  thia  T'  the  king  cHed, 
Anil  gan  to  laugh  aa  he  were  wade. 
'  What !  ia  Saracni'a  (leah  thua  good  1 
Thai,  n^rer  ervt  1  mxif ht  wiai  I 
Br  God'a  draih  and  hi*  apriat, 
Phall  we  nerrr  die  fnr  detanit, 
Willie  we  amy  in  any  aaaault, 
Stre  Sancrna.  the  fleah  nay  take. 
And  e««ethen  ami  rwarten  and  do  hav  faakt, 

I  Ami]  (ina«r«n  her  fleih  to  the  li*B«a  I 
[••w  I  bav*  it  pr«««it  on««, 
Tor  hangpr  «Tr  I  br  wo, 
1  and  my  folk  ahall  eat  bm  I'  •• 
m  ^tmtinH  now  ofRmd  to  wirrender,  upon  eonditiona  of 
awhi       t  Sveec       ;  Uoawed.        l(  Laaghad.       |  Black 


■afbty  to  the  inhabitanta ;  while  all  thep^lic  trauaie,  mflitui 
machines,  and  anna,  were  delivefad  to  the  vieton,  together 
with  the  flirther  ranaom  of  onehmdred  thonand  bennta.  Af- 
ter this  capitulation,  the  followinff  eztraordhMry  icene  took 
place.  We  •lull  five  it  to  the  words  of  the  humorodt  and 
amiable  Qeorce  Ellia,  the  collector  and  the  editor  of  tiiesa  Ro- 
— ince*. 

'  Thtpnjjrti  the  fEsirriiOfi  had  niiihfunf  perrormcMJ  the  other  ar> 
tieLp*  <jf  their  coniriPt,  thpf  wero  unuk  lo  rp^twrfl  the  craaa. 
wSich  w-u  not  m  thrir  {KMCfaiioh,  uhJ  wdn?  thifrerbra  treated 
bf  thci  Cl^riflLiani  with  gKAi  cnu^lU'.  Vmit  mitorU  of  their 
jruCTisrirtga  vpm  rarripil  ta  iSeJiUm  ;.  on  J  n  innny  of  Ihem  were 
TtcTwnia'  (Tf  ilri?  ttLrtii  ht  ijd9iitti-ti<m,  thai  inunEr?li,  a.1  the  aolici- 
tAtioD  of  Ukcir  (iivni^t,  ftitiaiciwii  ■□  ointi&»r  m  K'nff  Riehard 
wttli  mi.^inf?r<nt  pr^^a^^nte,  wt^c^h  lu;  Ai^enMl  frjr  tlkn  ransom  of 
the  co[*TiiTa  Til*  tiiil>uudoni  wmm  pt^riboni  I  he  nrast  respec- 
laMe  fmrn  their  ire,  thwr  mnV,  end  lUtiit  nln^uetin-.  Thef  dt- 
livcte^  tl^iF  FTHPAMgo  iti  u>nnt  af  \tm  ufmifi  hiimilMf,  aBl, 
wilhoHt  nmiriiiniir  (3ie  juniar^  uf  xh^  conrfiirroT  rn  hie  satwa 
tfeatltKat  of  llvi^  rtyunUTtv**-'".  tmlf  Bt}4lrjtf<il  a  fit-riod  to  that 
•rvwitr,  lirihf  ti  111*  (h4  ih«  uTAMiieft  wiili  whhch  Ihev  Wtvi 
inirttat^,  and  pFoEif  nig  tliemi«1vei  ind  ibeir  ma*iu  m  tkm 
pnjrtiwiiL  *r  ftnr  rtitther  ■Uin«  which  h<  ought  dsraand  aa  tho 
pnoe  of  mercjr. 

<•  Kiut  Richard  epaka  wKk  wntdw  niU 

•  Tilt  gokl  to  take.  God  me  ihleld  t 

Among  Tou  ^rfael  evrrfoharga.  s 

1  broiHPit  In  ahippta  and  io  bail*, 

More  eold  aod  aihrcr  with  dm, 

Than  naa  jour  lord,  and  awilln  thrm. 

To  Ua  treaanre  have  I  nc  Mad  I 

Bat  for  my  lore  I  rou  bid. 

To  nocet  with  me  ttiat  ye  dwell ; 

And  aherward  I  Aall  yoa  toll. 

Thorough  coanael  I  ahall  you  anavaf, 

What  bod*"  ye  ahall  to  ymir  lord  bear'  '* 

'*  The  InTitstion  was  srateAilly  accepted.  Richard,  in  dm 
meantinte,  geye  secret  orcLTS  to  his  marshal  that  he  should  re- 
pair to  the  prison,  select  a  certain  number  of  the  most  distin- 
guished captives,  and,  after  carefhlly  noting  their  names  on  a 
roll  of  pardiment,  cau»e  their  heads  to  be  instantly  struck  off; 
that  these  heads  should  be  delivered  to  the  rook  with  mstnie- 
tions  to  dear  away  the  hair,  and.  after  boilinff  them  in  a  eat 
dron,  to  distribute  them  on  aereml  platters,  one  to  each  guest 
observing  to  (kslen  on  the  forehead  of  each  the  piece  of  parch 
ment  ezpreasing  tlie  name  and  fhmily  of  the  victim. 

*'  *  An  hot  head  bring  ma  befom, 

Aa  I  were  well  arayad  wilball, 

Eat  thereof  faal  I  ahall : 

A  a  it  were  a  tender  chick. 

To  are  how  the  olhan  will  like.' " 
**  This  horrible  order  was  punctually  executed.  At  noon  ths 
guests  were  summoned  to  wash  by  the  music  of  the  waits ;  the 
King  took  his  seal,  attended  by  the  principal  ofHcers  of  hie 
court,  at  the  high  table,  and  the  rest  of  the  company  were  mar- 
shalled at  a  long  table  below  him.  On  the  cloth  were  placed 
portions  of  salt  at  tlie  usual  distances,  but  'icither  bread,  wine, 
nor  water.  The  ambassadora,  rather  surprised  at  this  omis- 
sion, but  still  free  fhnn  apprehension,  awaited  hi  silence  the 
arrival  of  the  dinner,  which  was  announced  bv  the  sound  of 
pipea,  trumpets,  and  tabiNira ;  and  beheld,  with  horror  and  dis- 
may, the  nnnatural  bamiuet  introdnctMl  by  the  steward  and  hia 
oflkera.  Yet  tlieir  sentiments  of  dirguat  and  ebhorrence.  and 
even  their  fears,  went  for  a  time  suspended  by  their  curioeity. 
Their  eves  w^re  Axed  on  the  King,  who,  without  the  slightest 
change  of  countenance,  swallowed  the  morsels  as  (hat  as  they 
coola  be  supplied  by  the  knight  who  carved  them. 

**  Every  nun  then  poked  other ; 

Thay  aatd,  '  Thia  la  tha  drvil'e  brother. 

That  alaya  our  nan,  and  thua  hen  eata  I'  " 

**  Their  attention  was  then  invohntarily  fixed  on  the 'smoking 
heads  before  them ;  tliey  traced  in  the  swollen  and  distorted 
features  the  reeemblance  of  a  fHend  or  near  relation,  and  ra- 
eeived  from  the  fatal  scroll  which  accompanied  eech  dish  the 
sad  assumnce  that  this  resemblance  was  not  imaginary.  The^ 
sat  in  torpid  silence,  anticipating  their  own  (hte  in  that  of  their 
countrymen,  while  their  ferocious  entertainer,  witli  fhry  in  hia 
eyes,  but  with  courtesy  on  his  lips.  Insulted  them  by  fre<iaent 
invitations  to  merriment  At  length  this  Ant  course  was  ra* 
moved,  and  its  place  supplied  bjr  venison,  cranes,  and  other 
dainties,  accompanied  by  the  richest  wroes.  The  Kinf  than 
apologised  to  them  for  what  had  paased,  which  he  atlnboiad 
to  his  ignorance  of  their  taste ;  and  assured  tliem  of  his  rali- 
gtous  respect  fnr  their  character  as  ambaasadora,  and  of  hia 
readiness  to  grant  them  a  safe  eonduet  for  their  return.  Iliis 
boon  was  all  tliat  they  now  wiahed  to  claim ;  aod 

**  King  Richard  apshe  le  an  aid  suii, 
*  Wendea  home  Io  yoer  SondAa  1 
Ria  melancholy  that  yt  abais ; 
And  anyea  that  ye  esais  loo  lata. 
Too  aiowly  waa  your  llina  y-ginaaed  f 
Era  ye  easat,  tha  teah  wasdrsMd, 
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UmI  wmm  A— Mw  mtv*  wVh  m«. 


■V  bin,  te  thall  tim  sMftM  ftvaH, 
TtMOfh  be  for-bar  m  mt  viuil. 
Brad,  wlM.  Ui.  laih,  nlneo  tad 
or  ■■  MM  ■ball  dM  whh  bnomr, 
WbiU  w  nqr  vMdra  lo  ffbi. 
And  iUt  Um  JM^ctM  doVBffiglit, 
WsA  lb*  1Mb,  and  r<MM  lb*  bMiL 
Wiib  oo'  SumMB  I  OM/  w«U  (Md 
WtU  a  niiM  or  a  uo 
or  my  Mod  Cbrinkui  mnt. 
Kinff  RTdMid  riiall  warrant, 
Thart  iaaofaah  v  ■awknot 
tJaia  aa  EaflM  aaa, 
Panridf  f ,  plovor,  bwa«.  M  avaa, 
CawMas,  Aaq>  BaawuM, 
A«  tba  baad  of  a  ■amra* 
TWfft  ba  la  fbt,  aad  ihwala  t 


Wbfla  naif  Saracati  mdak  ba, 
lAvaad  aov  ia  ibia  nrna, 
For  aaat  wHI  w  aolhlBf  c 


Am!  avtrf  di7  wa  dhaU  aat 
AM  w  BMaf  M  wa  aaj  fac 
Tb  Eaglaad  wOl  wa  MVgbt  na, 
Tm  *ar  ba  aataa  araffr  oM.^** 

MUU»»  apteimtiu  •f  Martg  MmgBtk  M^rieml 
AaMwwat,  vol  a.  p.  fli. 

TiMiwderaMrbeeariow  to  lnMm«»winff  to  whateiream- 
■liBiwg  m  otraonliaanr  u  iBTMitioB  m  UmC  which  inpnted 
oMnibaliaii  to  th*  KiMof  BMlnd,  iboald  h«r«  IboDd  its  wa|f 
MihiihbtorF.  Mrr%M, U  when  «•  ow«ao nnch  that  n 
— JMW^i—i M  lotatvi  lmM4th««>icwflr  thii  «KtiMrdiiiirr 


With  lh«t  vmj  of  tlw  cnwi  tbo  wh  a  ariliali 
tha  MBM  author  declan;*, "  wlio  iHUla  it  a  pMta 
without  mooej  ;  ihey  walked  barofoot,  omad  ao . 
ev«o  pf«oed«d  lite  Lcaata  fif  harden  la  Uiair  march,  tt 
roota  and  harba,  aort  praaentiof  a  aiiectada  hoih  dav 
pitiaMa. 

"  A  Norman,  who  aceordinf  to  alt  aoBoanti  am 
birth,  but  who,  Imtibc  lo«t  hia  liorae.  eootinaad  lo  I 
foot-aoldiar,  took  the  atranff>  reautatioQ  of  pattiac 
tha  head  of  thia  race  of  va^abonda,  who  w  illiafljr  lac 
aa  their  king.  Aniooftt  the  HaraoMu  theea  aiea  bt 
known  nnder  the  name  of  Tkafvn^  (which  GaibaM 
rradeaiM.)  and  waia  belield  with  great  horror  frvai  t 
pamHuioB  that  they  fed  on  the  dead  bodiea  of  thaii 
a  report  which  wai  occaaiunalljr  jui4iliad.  and  whic 
of  the  Tliaftm  took  care  to  coooaraga.  This  rasn 
nareh  was  fraqoently  in  the  habit  of  ftoppiof  his  wU 
bj  ooa.  in  a  narrow  defile,  and  of  caasiaff  then  lo  k 
eaieAdlir,  last  the  posMssion  of  tha  least  saa  of  ao 
rendarlliemunworthjrof  thenameofhiasahjecta.  I 
sous  were  found  upon  anjr  one,  he  was  inatantlf  a 
society  of  his  triba,  tha  kiag  biddinc  hiai  eoataiapt 
armsaodflghL 

"  This  troop,  so  ftr  from  beinf  cumbaraoaia  to  thi 
infinitely  serviceable,  carrying  burdens,  briagiaff  m  1 
visions,  and  tribute ;  working  the  oMchiaaa  ia  tha  i 
above  all,  spreading  ronatematioo  aaaoac  the  T«rlc% 
death  from  the  lanres  of  tlia  knighu  loss  than  that  I 
summation  tlicy  h«!ard  of  under  uie  teeth  of  the  Thi 

It  is  easy  to  conceive,  tluit  an  ignorant  miaatial, 
taste  and  ferocity  of  the  Thafars  eomaMOMxaied  ia 
rinal  accounts  of  the  Holy  wars,  has  ascribed  thai 
and  propensities  to  the  Monareb  of  England,  wIm 
was  oon«dered  as  an  object  of  aiaggaratioB  as  la 
hia  valour. 
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CHAPTER   L 


Ttt  the  wildenieM, 


They,  too,  letin 

'" — -m,  bat  'ti 


J  withamiB. 
PmnMa  RigtHui. 


burnin|[  sun  of  Syria  had  not  yet  attained  its 
It  point  m  the  honxon,  when  a  knight  of  the 
roas,  who  had  left  hia  distant  northern  home, 
Hned  the  host  of  the  Crusaders  in  Palestine, 
icing  sbwly  along  the  sandy  deserts  which  lie 
vicinity  of  the  Dead  Sea,  or,  as  it  is  called,  the 
Aiq^haititea,  where  the  waves  of  the  Jordan 
bemselves  into  an  inland  sea,  from  which  there 
lischarge  of  waters. 

warlike  pilgrim  had  toiled  among  cliffs  and 
ices  during  the  earlier  part  of  the  morning; 
;ately,  issuing  from  those  rocky  and  dangerous 
,  he  liad  entered  upon  that  great  plain,  where 
scursed  cities  provoked,  in  ancient  days,  the 
and  dreadful  venoeance  of  the  Omnipotent 

toil,  the  thirst,  the  dangers  of  the  way,  were 
ten,  as  the  traveller  rBcaHed  the  fearful  catas- 
\  which  had  converted  into  an  arid  and  dis- 
'ddemess  the  fair  and  fertile  valley  of  Siddim, 
well  watered,  even  as  the  Oarden  of  the  Lord, 
I  parched  and  blighted  waste,  condemned  to 
1  sterility. 

ssing  himself^  as  he  viewed  the  dark  mass  of 
{  waters,  in  colour  as  in  qutlity  unlike  those  of 
other  lake,  the  traveller  shuddered  as  he  remem- 

that  beneath  these  sluggish  waves  lay  the  once 

cities  of  the  plain,  whose  Krave  was  dtig  by 
mnder  of  the  heavens,  or  the  eruption  of  sub- 
leous  fire,  and  whose  remains  were  hid,  even  by 
lea  which  holda  no  living  fish  in  ks  bosom,  bears 
ifi*  on  its  surface,  and,  as  if  its  own  dreadful  bed 

the  only  fit  receptade  for  ita  SDllen  waters, 

not,  like  other  lakes,  a  tribute  \o  the  ocean, 
rbole  land  around,  as  in  the  daya  of  Moses,  was 
astone  and  salt ;  it  is  not  sown,  norbeareth,  nor 
jass  groweth  thereon ;"  the  land  as  well  as  the 
night  oe  termed  dead,  as  producing  nothing  hav- 
isemblance  to  vegetation,  and  even  the  very  air 
entirely  devoid  of  itsordinary  winged  inhabitants, 
red  probably  by  the  odour  of  bitumen  and  sul- 
which  the  burning  sun  exhaled  fh)m  the  watem 
B  lake,  in  streaming  clouds,  frequently  assuming 
ppearance  of  waterspouts.  Masses  of  the  slimv 
ralphureous  substance  called  naphtha,  whicti 
xi  idly  on  the  sluggish  and  sullen  waves,  sup- 
those  rolling  clouds  with  new  vapours,  and  af- 
d  awful  testimony  to  the  truth  of  the  Mosaic 
nr. 

on  this  scene  of  desolation  the  sun  shone  with 
at  intolerable  splendour,  and  all  living  nature 
led  to  have  hidden  itself  from  the  rays,  excepting 
olitaiy  figure  which  moved  through  the  fUtting 

at  a  foot  i  pace,  and  appeared  the  sole  breathiog 
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thing  on  the  wide  surface  of  the  plain. .  Hie  dnm  ef 
their  rider,  and  the  accoutrements  of  his  horse  wan 
peculiarly  unfit  for  the  traveller  in  auch  a  country.  A 
coat  of  linked  mail,  with  long  aleevea,  plated  gaiml- 
tets,  and  a  steel  breastplate,  had  not  been  esteemed  a 
sufficient  weight  of  armour ;  there  was  also  his  tii* 
angular  shield  suspended  round  his  neck,  and  hie 
barred  hdmet  of  steel,  over  which  he  had  a  nood  and 
roller  of  mail,  which  was  drawn  around  the  war- 
rior's shoulders  and  throat,  and  filled  up  the  vaeancf 
between  the  haubeik  and  the  headpiece.  His  k>wer 
Umbs  were  sheathed,  like  his  body,  in  flexible  mail, 
aecuring  the  lege  and  thigha,  while  the  feet  reated  ia 
plated  shoes,  which  corresponded  with  the  gauntlets. 
A  long,  broad,  straight-shaped,  double-edged  falchioD» 
with  a  handle  formed  like  a  cross,  corresponded  with 
ft  stout  poniard  on  the  other  side.  The  Knight  also 
bore,  secured  to  his  saddle,  with  one  end  resting  oa 
his  stirrup,  the  long  steel-headed  lance,  his  own  pio* 
per  weapon,  which,  as  he  rode,  projected  backwards^ 
and  displayed  its  little  pennoncell&  to  dally  with  the 
faint  breeze,  or  drop  in  the  dead  calm.  To  this  com* 
brous  equipment  must  be  added  a  surcoat  of  embroi- 
dered cloth,  much  frayed  and  worn,  which  was  thus 
far  useful,  that  it  excluded  the  burning  rays  of  the  son 
from  the  armour,  which  they  would  otherwise  have 
rendered  intolerable  to  the  wearer.  The  anrcoat 
bore,  in  several  placea,  the  arms  of  the  owner,  al- 
thotiigh  much  defaced.  These  seemed  to  be  a  couchant 
leopard,  with  the  motto,  "  I  aleeD—wake  me  not" 
An  outline  of  the  same  device  mignt  be  traced  on  his 
Nhield,  though  many  a  blow  had  almost  eftaoed  the 
painting.  The  flat  top  of  his  cumbrous  cylindrical 
helmet  was  unadorned  with  any  crest.  In  retaining 
their  own  unwieldly  defenmve  armour,  the  northern 
Crusaders  seemed  to  set  at  defiance  the  nature  of  the 
cUmate  and  country  to  which  they  had  come  to  vrar. 
The  accoutrements  of  the  horse  were  scarcely  less 
massive  and  unwieldly  thfn  those  of  the  rider.  The 
animal  had  a  heavy  aaJddle  plated  with  steel,  uniting;  in 
finont  with  a  species  of  breaatplate,  and  behind  with 
defensive  armour  made  to  cover  the  loina.  Then 
there  was  a  steel  axe,  or  hammer,  called  a  maoe-of- 
arms,  and  which  hun/g;  to  the  saddle-bow  {  the  reins 
were  secured  by  cham-woik,  and  the  front-stall  ot 
the  bridle  was  a  steel  plate,  with  apertures  for  the 
eyes  and  nostrils,  having  in  the  midst  a  abort  ahaip 

Eike  projecting  from  the  forehead  of  the  horse  like  the 
om  of  the  fabulous  imioom. 
But  habit  had  made  the  endurance  of  this  load  of 
panoply  a  second  nature,  both  to  the  knight  and  his 
gallant  charger.  Numbera,  indeed,  of  the  weetem 
warriors  who  hurried  to  Palestine^  died  ere  they  be- 
came inured  to  the  burning  climate ;  but  there  won 
othen  to  whom  that  climate  became  innocent  and 


even  finendly,  and  among  this  fortunate 
was  the  soliUry  horseman  who  now  traveriad  tot 
border  of  the  Dead  Sea. 
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Nature,  which  cait  his  limbu  in  ft  mould  of  urKrom- 
mon  strength,  fitted  to  wear  his  liiikt^l  haulK>rk  with 
an  much  case  as  if  the  mt^hes  had  bi'cn  rnrmt^i  of 
cobwebs,  had  endowed  him  with  a  constitution  n» 
rtron^  as  his  limbs,  and  which  bade  defiance  to  ahiiost 
dll  changes  of  climate,  as  well  as  to  fflti^iicand  priva- 
titmsof  every  kind.  His  disposition  ««'nn^l.  in  some 
dep'i!>\  to  partake  of  the  qualities  of  his  iHxiily  frame ; 
and  as  the  one  possessed  great  streniith  and  en- 
durance, united  with  the  pow«.'r  of  violent  exertion,  the 
other,  under  a  calm  and  undisturbed  semblance,  had 
much  of  the  fiery  and  enthusinstic  love  f»f  glory  which 
constituted  the  principal  attribute  of  the  nnowmd 
Norman  line,  and  had  rendered  them  Kovcrci;?n.s  in 
every  corner  of  Kurope  where  they  hud  drawn  their 
adventurous  swords. 

It  was  not,  however,  to  all  the  race  that  fortune 

groposed  such  tempting  rewards ;  and  those  obtainid 
y  the  solitary  knight  during  two  vears'  camiiaign  in 
Palestine,  had  been  only  temporal  fame,  and,  as  he 
was  taught  to  believe,  spiritual  nriviltgts.  Mean 
time,  his  slender  stock  of  money  had  melttd  away, 
the  rather  that  he  did  not  pursue  any  of  the  onlinary 
modes  by  which  the  followers  of  the  Crusade  coii- 
descendM  torccniit  their  diminished  resources,  at  the 
ezpenao  of  the  people  of  Palestine ;  he  exacted  no 
guts  from  the  wretcned  natives  for  sparing  their  pt)B- 
seaaions  when  engafsed  in  warfare  with  the  Saracens, 
and  he  hod  not  availed  himself  of  any  opportunity  of 
enriching  himself  by  the  ransom  of  prisoners  of  con- 
aequonce.  The  small  train  which  had  followed  him 
from  his  native  country,  had  been  gradually  di- 
minished, as  the  means  of  maintaining  them  rfisap- 
pearedf  and  his  only  remaining  squire  was  at  prc^sent 
on  a  sick*bed,  and  unable  to  attend  his  master,  who 
travelled,  as  we  have  seen,  singly  and  alone.  This  was 
of  little  consequence  to  the  Cnisader,  who  was  ac- 
customed to  consider  his  good  sword  as  his  safest 
escort,  and  devout  thoughts  as  his  best  companion. 

Nature  had,  however,  ner  demands  for  refreshment 
and  repoM,  even  on  the  iron  frame  and  patient  dis- 
position of  the  Knight  of  the  Sk>e|)ing  Leopard  ;  and 
at  noon,  when  the  Dead  Sea  lay  at  Konie  distance  on 
his  right,  he  joyfully  hailed  thesidit  of  two  or  three 
palm-trees,  which  arose  l»ei<ide  the  well  which  was 
assigned  for  his  mid-day  station.  His  good  horse, 
too,  which  had  plodded  forward  with  the  steady  en- 
durance of  his  master,  now  lifted  his  head,  expanded 
his  nostrils,  and  quickened  his  pace,  as  if  he  snufltd 
afar  otf  the  living  waters,  whicli  marked  the  place  of 
repose  and  refreshment.  Hut  labour  and  danger  were 
doomed  to  inter>'eneere  the  horse  or  horsemen  reached 
the  desired  six)t. 

As  the  Kmght  of  the  Couchant  Leopard  continued 
to  fix  his  eyes  attentively  on  the  yet  dwtant  cluster  of 
palm-trees,  it  seemed  to  him  as  if  some  object  was 
moving  among  them.  The  distant  form  separated 
itself  from  the  trees,  which  partly  hid  its  motions, 
and  advanced  towards  the  knight  with  a  speed  which 
soon  showed  a  mounttd  horncnian,  whom  his  turban, 
long  spear,  and  green  caftan  floating  in  the  wind.,on 
his  nearer  approach,  showed  to  be  a  Saracen  cavalier. 
"In  the  desert,"  saith  an  Eastern  pn)verb,  "no  man 
meets  a  friend.  The  Cmsader  was  totally  indifferent 
whether  the  infidel,  who  now  appmachetl  on  his  gal- 
lant barb,  as  if  borne  on  the  wings  of  an  eagle,  came 
as  friend  or  foe— perhaps,  as  a  vowed  champion  of  the 
Cross,  he  might  rather  have  preferred  the  latter.  He 
disengaged  his  lance  from  his  saddle,  seized  it  with 
the  right  hand,  placed  it  in  rest  with  its  |>oint  half 
elevated,  gathered  up  the  reins  in  the  left,  waked  his 
horse's  mettle  with  the  spur,  and  prepared  to  encoun- 
ter the  stranger,  with  the  calm  selt-confidcnce  bclong- 


ng  to  the  victor  in  many  contest."*. 
Th      ■ 


The  Saracen  came  on  at  the  speedy  gallop  of  an 
Arab  horseman,  managing  his  steed  more  by  his 
limbs,  and  the  inflection  of  his  body,  than  by  any  use 
of  the  reins,  which  hung  loose  in  liis  left  hand ;  so 
that  he  was  enabltd  to  wield  the  light  round  buckler 
of  the  skin  of  the  rhinoceros,  omamenti  d  with  silver 
loops,  which  he  wore  on  his  arm,  swinging  it  as  if  he 
meant  to  oppose  its  slender  circle  to  the  formidable 
thrust  of  the  western  lance.  His  own  long  qiear 
was  not  couched  or  levelled  like  that  of  his  antagonist, 
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but  grasped  by  the  middle  with  his  right  hand,  tnd 
bramhshed  at  arm's  length  above  bis  head.  Astbe 
cavalier  opproachtd  his  enemy  at  full  career,  he 
strcmtd  to  expect  that  the  knight  of  the  Leopard  sbouU 
put  his  horse  to  the  gallop  to  encounter  him.  But  the 
Christian  knight,  well  acquainted  with  the  costoms 
of  Eastern  warriors,  did  not  mean  to  exhaust  his  good 
horse  by  any  unmsccjiwiry  exertion  ;  am^on  the  con- 
trary, made  a  dead  hall,  confident  thA  u  the  enemr 
advancefl  to  the  actual  vhock,  his  own  weight,  and 
that  of  his  powerful  charger,  would  give  him  suffi- 
cient advantage,  without  the  additional  momentum 
of  rapid  motion.  E(|ualiy  sensible  and  apprehensive 
of  such  a  probable  n>!<ult,  the  Saracen  cavalier,  when 
he  had  approaclnd  townnls  the  Christian  mthin 
twice  the  length  of  his  lance,  wheeled  his  steid  to  the 
hift  with  inimitable  dexterity,  and  rode  twice  arfNind 
his  antagonist,  who,  turning  without  quitting  his 
grr)und,  and  pre'K'nting  his  front  constantly  to  his 
enemy,  frustrated  his  attempts  to  attack  him  on  in 
unguanled  point ;  so  that  the  Sarecf^n,  wheeling  hia 
horse,  was  fain  to  retreat  to  the  distance  of  a  hundred 
yards.  A  second  time,  like  a  hawk  attacking  a  heron, 
the  Heathen  renewed  the  chargt*.,  and  a  st-cond  lime 
was  fain  to  retreat  without  coming  to  a  close  sirugeie. 
A  thinl  time  he  approached  in  the  same  manner,  when 
the  Christian  knight,  desirous  to  tenninate  this  illu- 
sory warfare,  in  wiiich  he  might  at  length  have  been 
worn  out  by  the  activity  of^his  focnian,  suddenlr 
seized  the  mace  which  hung  at  his  saddlebow,  and, 
with  a  strong  hanfl  and  unerring  aim,  hurled  it  againM 
the  head  of  the  Kinir,  for  such  and  not  less  his  enemy 
appeared.  The  Saracen  was  just  aware  of  the  fo^ 
midable  missile  in  time  to  interpose  his  light  tmckler 
betwixt  the  mace  ami  hish<fnd;  but  the  violence  of 
the  blow  forced  the  buckler  down  on  his  turban,  aad 
though  that  defence  also  cimtributed  to  deadto  ill 
violence,  the  Saracen  was  beaten  from  his  horse.  Ere 
the  Christian  could  avail  himself  of  this  misliaa  his 
nimble  foeman  sprung  from  the  ground,  and,  calling 
on  his  steed,  which  instantly  returned  to  his  side,  be 
leaped  into  his  seat  without  touching  the  stirrup^  and 
regained  all  the  advantage  o(  which  the  Knight  of 
the  Leopard  hoped  to  deprive  him.  But  the  latter  had 
in  the  mean  while  recovered  his  mace,  and  the  Eui- 
ern  cavalier,  who  rememliered  tfie  strength  and  dex* 
terity  with  which  his  anta«)nist  had  aimed  it,  seemed 
to  keep  cautioufly  out  of  reach  of  that  weapon,  of 
which  he  had  so  lately  felt  the  force,  while  he  showed 
his  punH>se  of  waging  a  distant  warfare  with  niisflfc 
weapons  of  his  own.  Planting  his  long  spear  in  die 
sand  at  a  distance  fromthe  scene  of  conibat,  he  stning^ 
with  great  address,  a  short  bow,  which  he  carried  at 
his  back,  and  putting;  his  horse  to  the  gallop,  once 
more  described  two  ur  three  circles  of  a  wider  extent 
than  formerly,  in  the  course  of  which  hedischaiwd 
six  arrows  at  the  Oiristian  with  such  unerring  stall, 
(hat  the  goodness  of  his  harness  alone  saved  him  from 
l>eing  wounded  in  as  many  places.  The  seventh  shift 
apparently  founc'  a  less  perfect  part  of  the  armoar, 
and  the  Christian  dropp«d  heavily  from  his  hone. 
But  what  was  the  surprise  of  the  Saracen,  when, 
dismounting  to  examine  the  condition  of  his  prostrate 
enemy,  he  fou.id  himself  suddenly  within  the  graipof 
the  European,  who  had  had  recourse  to  this  artifice  tu 
bring  hisenem>'  within  his  reach  !  Even  in  this  deadiT 
grapple,  tho  Saracen  was  savefl  by  his  agility  and 
presence  of  mind.  He  unloosed  the  sword-belt,  in 
which  tho  Knijght  of  the  Leopard  had  fixed  his  hoM, 
and,  thus  eluding  his  fatal  grasp,  mounted  bis  hor«^ 
which  seemed  to  watch  his  motions  with  the  inteOi- 
gunce  of  a  human  being,  and  again  rode  ofT.  But  in 
the  last  encounter  the  Saracen  had  lost  his  sword  and 
his  quiver  of  arrows,  both  of  which  were  attached  to 
the  ginile,  which  he  was  obliged  to  abandon.  He  hid 
also  lost  his  turban  in  the  struggle.  These  diiad- 
vantages  seemed  to  inchne  the  Moslem  to  a  truce: 
He  approached  the  Christian  with  his  right  hand  ei- 
tendntl,  but  no  longiT  in  a  menacing  attitude. 

"There  is  truce  betwixt  our  nations,"  he  said,  in 
the  lingua  franca  commonly  used  for  the  purposed 
communication  with  the  Crusaders;  "whereroieshoaki 
there  be  war  betwixt  thee  and  ine?— Let  there  be  peaec 
betwixt  us." 
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"  I  iim  well  cmitented,"  answered  he  of  the  Couch- 
Dt  Leopard ;  "  but  what  security  dost  thou  ofier  that 
sou  wilt  obeiprve  the  truce?" 

"The  word  of  a  follower  of  the  prophet  was  never 
rokeri,"  answered  the  F.mir.  '*  It  is  thou,  brave  Na- 
ahne.  from  whom  J  should  demand  security,  did  I  not 
jiow  that  treason  seldom  dwells  with  courage." 

The  Crusader  felt  that  the  confidence  of  the  Moslem 
lade  him  ashamed  of  his  own  doubts. 

**  By  the  cross  of  my  sword,"  he  said,  laying  his 
and  on  the  weapon  as  ne  spoke,  "  I  will  be  tnie  com- 
anion  to  thee,  .Saracen,  while  our  fortune  wills  that 
re  remain  in  company  together." 

"  Ky  Mnhommed,  Prophet  of  God,  and  by  Allah, 
lod  of  the  Prophet,"  replied  his  late  foemnn,  "  there 
I  not  treachery  in  my  heart  towards  thee.  And  now 
rend  we  to  yonder  fountain,  for  the  hour  of  rest  is  at 
and.  and  the  stream  had  hardly  touched  my  lip  when 

was  called  to  battle  by  thy  approach." 

The  Knight  of  the  Couchant  Leopard  yielded  a 
eady  and  courteous  aasent:  and  the  late  foes,  without 
n  angry  look,  or  gesture  of  doubt,  rode  side  by  side  to 
lie  little  cluster  of  palm-trees. 


CHAPTER  n. 
'nMKS  of  danger  have  always,  and  in  a  peculiar  de- 
ne, their  seasons  of  good- will  and  of  s(.>curity ;  and 
ilia  was  particularly  so  in  the  ancient  feudal  ages,  in 
rhich,  as  the  manners  of  the  period  had  assigned  war 
)  be  the  chief  and  most  worthy  occupation  of  man- 
ind.  the  inter>'als  of  peace,  ur  rather  of  true(>,  were 
JKhly  relished  by  those  warriors  to  whom  they  were 
eUloni  granted,  and  endeared  by  the  very  cireum- 
tances  which  rendered  them  transitory.  It  is  not 
ronh  while  preserving  any  permanent  enmity  against 
foe,  whom  a  champion  has  fought  with  to-dny,  and 
lay  again  stand  in  hltiody  ot)p(>sition  to  on  the  next 
loming.  Th3  time  and  situation  afiiirded  sii  much 
nm  fbr  the  ebullition  of  violent  passionsL  thnt  men, 
olesa  when  peculiarly  opposed  to  each  other,  or  pro- 
>ked  by  the  n'collection  of  private  and  individual 
Tongs,  cheerfully  enjoyed  in  each  other's  society  the 
ief  intervals  of  pacific  intercourse  which  a  warlike 
e  admitted. 

The  distinction  of  religions,  nay,  the  fanatical  zeal 
h'lch  animated  the  followers  of  the  Croan  and  of  the 
reKcent  against  each  other,  was  much  Hiftened  by  a 
dine  fM)  natural  to  generous  combatants,  and  espe- 
ally  cherished  by  the  spirit  of  chivalry.  This  last 
rong  impulse  had  extended  itself  gradually  from  the 
hriaiians  to  their  nntrtal  enemii;sthe  •Saracens,  both 
■  Spain  and  of  Palestine.  The  hitter  were  indw-d  no 
nger  the  fanatical  savages,  who  had  burst  from  the 
ntreof  Arabian  deserts,  with  thcsahre  in  one  hand, 
id  the  Koran  in  the  other,  to  inflict  death  or  the  faith 
'  Mahommed,  or  at  the  best,  slavery  and  tribute, 
mn  all  who  dared  to  opitosethe  Mief  of  the  pnmhel 
'  Mecca.  These  alternatives  indeed  had  l>een  oftercd 
t  the  unwarlike  Greeks  and  Syrians ;  but  in  contend- 
ig  with  the  western  Christians,  anitnated  by  a  zeal 
I  fi«r>'  as  their  own,  and  possessed  of  as  unconquer- 
i]e  courage,  address  and  success  in  arms,  the  Sara- 
ma  gradually  caught  a  part  of  their  manners,  and 
^lecnily  of  thus*-  chivalrous  ol>s<Tyances.  which 
ere  so  well  calculatc^d  to  charm  the  minds  ot  a  proud 
lui  conquering  people.  The>'  had  thiir  tournaments 
nd  ganiei  of  chivalry:  the\'  had  even  their  knights, 
r  wme  rank  analogous ;  and,  alKivenll,  the  Saracens 
3Kr\'ed  their  plighted  faith  with  an  accurney,  which 
light  soniLtinies  put  to  shame  thos<>  who  owned  a  het- 
T  R'ligiou.  Their  truces,  whether  national  or  betwixt 
idivifiuals,  were  faithfully  obscr\-('d  ;  and  thus  it  was, 
lat  wur,  in  ilwlf  perhaps  tl^  greatest  of  evils,  yet  gave 
ccasion  for  display  of  good  faith,  generosity,  elc- 
lency,  and  ev«'ii  kindly  alfei'tions,  which  less  fre- 
lentfy  occur  in  more  tranquil  |>eri(Hls,  where  the 
Bssions  of  men,  experiencing  wrongs  or  en!«Ttaining 
jarrels  which  cannot  \h'  brought  to  instant  decision, 
re  apt  ti>  smoulder  for  a  length  of  time  in  the  bosoms 
r  those  who  are  so  unhaiii>y  as  to  be  tlii'ir  prr-y. 
It  wiiN  under  the  inlluenee  of  these  milder  filings, 
rhich  soften  the  horrora  of  warfare,  dial  ihu  Chiistuiu 


and  Saracen,  who  had  00  lately  done  their  best  fcr 
each  other's  mutual  destruction,  rode  at  a  slow  paee 
towards  the  fountain  of  palm-tn'es,  to  which  the 
Knight  of  the  Couchant  Leopard  had  been  tending, 
when  interrupted  in  mid-passage  by  his  fleet  and  dan* 
serous  adversary.  Kac\\  was  wrapt  for  some  time  in 
his  own  reflections,  and  took  breath  after  an  encoun* 
ter  which  had  threatened  to  be  fatal  io  one  or  both ; 
and  their  good  horses  seemed  no  less  to  enjoy  the  in- 
terval of  repose.  That  of  the  Saracen,  however, 
though  he  had  been  furcLtl  into  niuch  the  more  violent 
and  extended  s|>here  of  motion,  appeared  to  have 
suffered  less  from  fatigue  than  the  charger  of  the 
European  knight.  'I'he  sweat  hung  still  dammv  on 
the  limhsof  the  last,  when  those  of  the  noble  Arab 
were  completely  drie<l  by  the  interval  of  tranquU  ex- 
ercise, all  Raving  the  foam-flakes  which  were  still 
visible  on  his  bridle  and  housings.  The  loose  soil  on 
which  he  trtxle  so  much  augmented  the  distress  of  the 
Christian's  horse,  heavily  loaded  by  his  own  armour 
and  the  weight  of  his  nder,  that  the  latter  iumpcd 
from  hia  saddle,  and  led  his  charger  along  the  deep 
dust  of  the  loamy  soil,  which  was  burnt  in  the  sun 
into  a  substance  monMmpalnable  than  the  finest  sand, 
and  thus  gave  the  faithful  horr>e  refreshment  at  the 
expense  of  his  own  additional  toil ;  for,  iron-sheathed 
as  he  was,  he  sunk  over  the  mailed  shoes  at  every 
step  which  he  placed  on  a  surface  so  light  and  unrc- 
sistii^. 

**  \  ou  are  right,"  said  the  Saracen ;  and  it  was  the 
first  word  that  either  had  spoken  since  their  truce 
was  concluded,—"  your  strong  horse  deserves  your 
care;  but  what  do  you  in  the  desert  with  an  animal, 
which  sinks  over  the  fetlock  at  every  step,  as  if  he 
would  plant  each  foot  deep  as  the  root  of  a  date-tree  ?" 

"  Thou  speakest  rightly,  Saracen,"  said  the  Chris- 
tian knight,  not  deligliied  at  the  lone  with  which  the 
infidel  criticised  his  favourite  steed,— '*  rightly,  accord- 
ing to  ihy  knowlnige  and  obser\'ation.  But  my  good 
horse  hath  ere  now  borne  me,  in  mine  own  land,  over 
as  wide  a  lake  as  thou  s«'cst  yonder  spread  out  behind 
us,  yet  not  wet  one  hair  above  his  hoof." 

The  Saracen  looked  at  hiro  with  as  much  surprise 
as  his  manners  pcnnittol  hioi  to  testify,  which  was 
only  expressed  by  a  slight  approach  to  a  disdainful 
smile,  that  hardly  curlecl  perceptibly  the  broad  thick 
mustache  which  envclo^ieii  his  upper  lip. 

"  It  is  justly  spoken,"  he  said,  instantly  composing 
himself  to  his  usual  serene  gravity,— '^Ust  to  a  Frank, 
and  hear  a  fable." 

'*  Thou  art  not  courteous,  misbelicrer."  replied  the 
Crusader,  "  to  doubt  the  word  of  a  dubbed  knight ; 
and  were  ii  not  that  thou  speakest  in  ignorance,  ana 
not  in  malice,  our  troci^  had  its  ending  ere  it  is  well 
begun.  Thinkest  thou  I  tell  thee  an  untruth  when  I 
say,  that  I,  one  of  five  hundred  horsemen,  armed  in 
complete  mail,  have  ridden,>-ay,  and  ridden  formilei, 
upon  water  as  solid  as  the  crystal,  and  ten  times  leia 
brittle?" 

"  What  wouldst  thou  tell  me  7"  answered  the  Mos- 
lem ;  "  yonder  inland  sea  thou  dost  point  at  is  peculiar 
in  this,  that,  by  the  especial  curse  of  Grod,  it  suiiereth 
nothing  to  sinR  in  its  waves,  but  wafts  them  away, 
and  casts  them  on  its  margin;  but  neither  the  Dead 
Sea.  nor  any  of  the  seven  oceans  which  environ  the 
earth,  will  endure  on  their  surface  the  pressure  of  a 
horse  s  foot,  more  than  the  Red  Sea  endured  to  sus- 
tain the  advance  of  Pharaoh  and  his  host." 

"  Von  s|M'ak  tnith  after  your  knowledge,  Saracen." 
said  the  Chnetian  knight ;  *'and  yet.  trust  me,  I  fable 
not,  according  to  mine.  Heal,  in  this  climate,  con- 
verts the  soil  into  s<imethiMg  almost  as  unstable  as 
water;  and  in  my  land  cold  often  convertis  the  water 
its(*lf  into  n  substance  as  hard  as  rock.  Ix-t  us  siieak 
of  this  no  longer ;  for  the  thoughts  of  the  calm,  clear, 
blue  n-fiilgence  of  a  winter's  lake,  glinmiering  to 
stars  and  m<Minl»eam.  aggravnie  the  horrors  of  this 
fii  ry  dewTt.  where,  niethiiikis  the  very  air  which  w« 
breathe  is  like  the  vu^iour  of  a  fiery  furnace  seven 
times  heateil." 

The  Saracen  looked  on  him  with  some  attention, 
as  if  to  discover  in  what  sense  he  was  to  understana 
wonls,  which,  to  him,  must  have  appeared  either  to 
contain  oomething  of  myaier}',  or  of  inipoation.    At 
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kagfh  he  seemed  determined  in  what, manner  to 
receive  tbo  language  of  his  new  companion. 

"  Yon  are,"  he  aaiil  "  of  a  nation  that  lovrs  to 
laugh,  and  you  mnko  sport  with  yourselves,  and  with 
others,  by  telling  what  is  imiiossiblc,  and  reporting 
what  never  chanced..  Thou  art  one  of  tlie  knights 
of  France,  who  hold  it  for  glee  and  pastime  to  gah,* 
as  they  trnn  it,  of  exploits  that  ore  lieyond  human 
power.  I  wi-re  wrong  to  challi'nge,  for  the  time,  the 
privilege  of  thy  succcli,  since  boastmg  is  more  natural 
to  thee  than  truth." 

*'  I  am  not  of  thrir  land,  neither  of  their  fashion," 
said  the  Knight,  ''  which  is,  as  thou  well  saycst.  to 
gab  of  that  which  they  dare  not  undertake,  or  under- 
taking cannot  perfect  But  in  this  I  have  imitated 
their  lolly,  brave  Saracen,  that  in  talking  to  thee  of 
what  thou  canst  not  coniprehend,  1  have,  even  in 
speaking  most  simple  truth,  fully  incurred  the  charac- 
ter of  a  braggart  in  thy  eyes ;  so,  I  pray  you,  let  my 
words  pass. ' 

They  had  now  arrived  at  the  knot  of  palm-trees, 
and  the  fountain  which  welled  out  from  beneath  their 
shade  in  sparkling  profusion. 

We  have  c»oken  of  a  moment  of  truce  in  the  midst 
of  war  I  and  this,  a  spot  of  beauty  in  tbi^  midst  of  a 
sterile  desert,  was  s<'arcc  less  dear  to  the  imaginaiiou. 
It  was  a  scene  which,  piThaps,  would  elsewhere  have 
deserved  little  notice i  but  as  the  single  speck,  in  a 
boundless  horizon,  which  promised  the  refri'shment 
of  shade  and  living  water,  these  blessings,  hdd  cheap 
where  they  are  common,  rendered  the  fountain  and 
its  neighbourhood  a  little  paradise.  Some  generous 
or  charitable  hand,  ere  yet  the  evil  days  of  Palestine 
began,  had  walled  in  and  arched  over  the  fountain, 
to  preserve  it  from  being  absorbed  in  the  earth,  or 
choked  by  the  flitting  clouds  of  dust  with  which  the 
least  breath  of  wind  covered  the  desert.  Tlie  arch 
was  now  broken  and.  partly  ruinous;  but  it  still  so 
far  projected  over,  and  cx)vered  in  the  fountain,  that  it 
excluded  the  sun  in  a  groat  measure  from  its  waters, 
which,  hardly  touched  by  a  straggling  beam,  while 
all  around  was  blazing,  lav  in  a  stead)'  repose,  alike 
delightful  to  the  eye  and  the  imagination.  Stealing 
from  under  the  arch,  they  were  first  received  in  a 
marble  basin,  much  defaced  ind£»cd,  but  still  cheering 
the  eye,  by  showin:;  that  the  place  was  anciently 
considered  as  a  station,  that  the  hand  of  man  had 
been  there,  and  that  man's  accommodHtion  had  been 
in  some  measure  attended  to.  The  thirsty  and  weary 
traveller  was  reminded  by  these  signs,  thot  others 
had  suffered  similar  difficulties,  reposed  in  the  same 
ipot,  and,  doubtless,  found  their  way  in  safety  to  o 
more  feriilc  country-.  Again,  the  scarce  visible  cur- 
rent which  escaped  from  the  basin,  served  to  nourish 
the  few  trees  which  surrounded  the  fountain,  and 
where  it  sunk  into  the  ground  and  disappeared,  its 
refreshing  presence  was  acknowledged  by  a  carpet  of 
velvet  verdure. 

In  this  delightfgl  spot  the  two  warriors  halted,  and 
each,  after  his  own  fnsliion,  proceeded  to  relieve  his 
horse  from  saddle,  bit.  and  rein,  and  permitted  the 
animals  to  drink  at  the  basin,  ere  they  refreshed  them- 
aelves  from  the  fountain  head,  whifMi  arose  under  the 
vault.  They  then  siiffL-rcd  the  steeds  to  go  loose,  con- 
fklent  that  their  interest,  as  well  as  their  domestics  ted 
habits,  would  prevent  their  straying  from  tlio  pitro 
water  and  fresh  grass. 

Christian  and  Saracen  next  sat  down  together  on 
the  turfj  and  produced  each  the  small  allowance  of 
atore  which  they  carried  for  their  own  refreshment. 
Yet,  ere  they  severally  proceeded  to  their  scanty 
meal,  they  eyed  each  other  with  that  curiosity  which 
the  close  and  doubtful  conflict  in  which  they  had 
been  so  lately  engaged  was  calculated  to  inspire. 
Each  was  desirous  to  measure  the  strength,  and  form 
some  estimate  of  the  character,  of  an  adversary  so 
formidable;  and  each  was  compelled  to  acknow- 
Vedge,  that,  had  he  fallen  in  the  conflict,  it  had  been 
by  a  noble  hand. 

The  champions  formed  a  striking  contrast  to  each 

*  Oaber.    Tliii  FYcnrh  word  lifnifiet  a  wrt  of  nwrt  imieh 
wmd  among  the  Vnarh  chivslry,  which  cucifiited  in  vying 
wMh  each  other  in  nnalcioK  thn  moet  nmiantic  gaaeooadw. 
e  veil»  and  tb»  ■naning  art  rataiood  in  Scottish. 


other  m  person  and  featarec,  and  mi^t  have  famad 
no  inaccurate  reprcsentativea  of  their  diftrent  na- 
tions. The  Frank  beenied  a  powerful  man,  built  afkr 
the  ancient  Gothic  cast  of  form,  with  light  brown 
hair,  which,  on  the  removal  of  his  helmet,  was  mo 
to  curl  thick  and  profusely  over  his  head.  His  liea- 
turns  had  scquired,  from  the  hot  climate,  a  hue  modi 
darker  than  those  parts  of  his  neck  which  were  les 
freouently  exposed  to  view,  or  than  waa  wamnttd 
by  his  fufl  and  well-opene<l  blue  eye.  the  colour  of  hii 
hair,  and  of  the  nnistachea  which  toickly  ahaded  bis 
upptT  lip,  while  his  chin  was  carefully  divested  of 
beard,  after  the  Norman  fashion.  His  note  was  Gre- 
cian and  well  formed :  his  mouth  rather  large  in  pro- 
portion, but  fllled  with  well-set,  stronKi  and  beauii- 
fullv  white  teeth  ;  his  head  small,  and^eet  upon  ths 
necK  with  mucJi  grace.  His  age  could  not  exceed 
thirty,  but,  if  the  etic'Cts  of  toil  and  cUmaie  were  al* 
lowed  for,  might  be  three  or  four  years  under  that  pe- 
riod. His  form  was  tall,  powerful  and  athletic,  like 
that  of  a  man  whose  strength  mignt,  in  later  life,  be* 
come  unwieldy,  but  which  was  hitherto  united  with 
lightness  and  activity.  His  hands,  when  he  with- 
drew  the  mailed  gloves,  were  long,  fair,  and  well* 
proporiionfd ;  the  wrist-bones  peculiarly  large  end 
strong;  and  the  arms  remarkably  well-shaped  and 
brawny.  A  military  hardihood,  and  careless  frank- 
ness m  expression,  characterized  hia  language  and 
his  motions;  and  his  voice  had  the  tone  of  one  imm 
accustomed  to  command  than  to  obey,  and  who  wai 
in  the  habit  of  expressing  his  sentiments  aloud  and 
boldly,  whenever  he  was  called  upon  to  annouixa 
them. 

The  Saracen  Emir  formed  a  marked  and  siriking 
contrast  with  the  western  Crusader.  His  statore 
was  indeed  above  the  mitklle  size,  but  he  waa  at  Wait 
three  inches  shorter  than  the  European,  whose  as 
approached  the  gigantic.  His  slender  linibs,  and  k»K 
spare  hands  and  arms,  though  well  proportioned  to 
his  person,  and  suited  to  the  style  of  his  rotintcnano^ 
did  not  at  flrst  aspect  promise  the  display  of  vigoff 
and  elasticity  which  the  Emir  had  lately  exhibited. 
But,  on  looking  more  closely,  his  limha,  where  ex- 
posed to  view,  seemed  divested  of  all  that  was  fleshy 
or  cumbersome;  so  that  nothing  being  left  but  hnm^ 
brawn,  and  sinew,  it  was  a  frame  fitted  for  exertioa 
and  fatigue,  far  beyond  that  of  a  bulky  charopion, 
whose  strength  and  size  are  counterbalanced  by 
weight,  and  who  is  exhausted  by  his  own  ezertiom. 
The  countenance  of  the  Saracen  naturally  bore  a 
general  national  resemblance  to  the  Elastem  tiibt 
from  whom  he  descu^nded,  and  was  as  unlike  as  pos- 
sible to  the  exaggerated  terms  in  which  the  minstrdi 
of  the  day  were  wont  to  represent  the  infidel  chtflh 
pipns,  end  the  fabulous  description  which  a  sister  art 
still  presents  as  the  Saracen's  Head  upon  signpoita 
His  features  were  small,  well-formed,  and  deucaia 
though  deeply  embrowned  by  the  Eastern  son,  lod 
terininatcd  by  a  flowing  and  curled  black  betid^ 
which  seemed  trimmea  with  peculiar  care.  T1» 
nose  was  straight  and  regular,  the  eyes  keen,  dap- 
set,  black,  and  glowing,  and  his  teeth  equalled  B 
beauty  the  ivory  of  his  deserts.  The  person  and  pro* 
portions  of  the  Saracen,  in  short,  stretched  on  the 
turf,  near  to  his  powerful  antagonist,  might  have 
been  compared  to  his  sheeny  and  crescent-formed 
sabre,  with  its  narrow  and  light,  but  bright  and  kett 
Damascus  blade,  contrasted  with  the  long  and  poD- 
derous  Gothic  war-sword  which  was  flung  unbuckled 
on  the  same  sod.  The  Emir  was  in  the  very  flower 
of  his  age,  and  might  perhaps  have  been  termed  enii- 
nently  beautiful,  but  for  the  narrowness  of  his  Cm^ 
head,  and  something  of  too  much  thinness  lod 
sharpness  of  feature,  or  at  least  what  might  hiif 
seemed  such  in  a  European  estimate  of  beauty. 

The  manners  of  the  Eastern  warrior  were  grai^ 
graceful,  and  decorous :  indicating,  however,  in  somt 
particulars,  the  habitual  restraint  which  men  of  wana 
and  choleric  tempers  often  set  as  a  guard  upon  their 
native  impetuosity  of  disposition,  and  at  the  sams 
time  a  sense  of  his  own  dignity,  which  seemed  to 
impose  a  certain  formality  of  behaviour  in  him  who 
entertained  it. 

This  haughty  feeling  of  lupenority  was  periupi 
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qaKlIjr  entertained  by  bis  nr«r  European  aoiuaint- 
0190^  bui  ihp  elfect  was  different ;  and  the  aamc  feel- 
IC  which  dictated  to  the  Christian  kni;;ht  a  bold, 
iunt,  and  8«nnewhat  cnrclesa  bearing,  as  one  too 
onadoua  of  his  own  importance  to  be  anxious  about 
he  opinions  of  others,  appeared  U)  prescribe  to  the 
lancen  a  style  of  courtesy  more  studiously  and 
ormallv  observant  of  ceremony.  Both  were  cour- 
aoni;  but  the  courtesv  of  the  Christian  seemed  to 
bw  rather  from  a  good-humoured  sense  of  what  was 
liie  to  others;  that  of  the  Moslem,  from  a  high  feel- 
urof  what  was  to  be  expected  from  himself. 
The  provision  which  each  had  made  for  his  refresh- 
Bent  was  simple,  but  the  meal  of  the  Saracen  was 
ibfliemiouB.  A  handful  of  dates,  and  a  morsel  of 
nane  barley-bread,  sufficed  to  relieve  the  huAf^er  of 
lie  latter,  whose  education  had  habituated  him  to 
be  Care  of  the  desert,  although,  since  their  Syrian 
NNiqueetsi,  the  Arabian  simplicity  of  life  frequently 
^ve  place  to  the  most  unbounded  profusion  of  lux- 
■T.  A  few  draughts  from  the  lovely  fountain  by 
vhich  they  reposed  completed  his  meal.  That  of  the 
Christian.  thougl9ooarse,  was  more  geninl.  Dried 
log's-flesh,  the  abomination  of  the  Moslemah,  was 
he  chief  part  of  his  repast ;  and  his  drink,  derived 
kom  a  leathern  bottle,  contained  something  better 
han  ,pure  clement  He  fed  with  more  display  of 
ppetite,  and  drank  with  more  appearance  of  satisfac- 
lon.  than  the  Saracen  judged  it  becoming  to  show 
n  the  performance  of  a  mere  bodily  function  |  and, 
loBbtlMB,  the  secret  contempt  which  each  entertained 
or  the  other,  as  the  follower  of  a  false  religion,  was 
miaiderably  increased  by  iho  marked  difference  of 
bar  diet  and  manners.  But  each  had  found  the 
teight  of  his  opponent's  arm,  and  the  mutual  respect 
ffaich  the  bold  etniggle  had  created,  was  sufficient  to 
nbdue  other  and  inferior  considerations.  Vet  the 
terecen  could  not  help  remarking  the  circumstances 
riuch  displeased  him  in  the  Chnstian's  conduct  and 


J ;  and,  after  he  had  witnessed  for  some  time 

n  nloDce,  the  keen  appetite  which  protracted  the 
tnisht's  banquet  long  after  his  own  was  concluded, 
m  thus  addressed  him  :— 

''Valiant  Naxarene,  is  it  fitting  that  one  who  can 
ieht  like  a  man  should  feed  like  a  dog  or  a  wolf  7 
vven  a  misbelieving  Jew  would  shudder  at  the  food 
ffaieh  you  wem  to  eat  with  as  much  relish  as  if  it 
•ere  fruit  from  the  trees  of  Paradiae." 

**  Valiant  Saracen,"  answered  the  Christian,  look- 
■g  up  with  some  surprise  at  the  accusation  thus  un- 
xpectfldly  brought,  *^know  thou  that  I  exercise  my 
Christian  freedom,  in  using  that  which  is  forbidden  to 
be  Jews,  being,  n?  they  esteem  themselves,  under  the 
ondagc  of  the  old  law  of  Moses.  We^  Saracen,  be 
t  knuwn  to  ihcis  have  a  better  warrant  for  what  wc 
k>— Ave  Maria!— be  we  thankful."  And,  as  if  in 
iefienoe  of  his  companion's  scruples,  he  concluded  a 
iiort  Latin  grace  with  a  long  draught  from  the  lea- 
hnrn  botth?. 

''That,  too,  you  call  a  part  of  your  liberty,"  said  the 
Saracen;  "and  as  you  feed  like  the  brutes,  so  j^ou 
lagrade  youn*elf  to  the  bestial  condition,  by  drinking 
I  poisonous  liquor  which  even  they  refuse ! 

^Know,  foolish  Saracen,"  rpplied  the  Christian, 
viCbout  hesitation,  **that  thou  bmsphemest  tlie  gifts 
tf  Ckxl,  cvtfn  with  the  blasphemy  of  thy  father  Ish- 
nad.  The  juice  of  the  grape  is  given  to  him  that 
vill  Qflo  it  wisely,  as  that  which  cheers  the  heart  of 
nan  after  toil,  refreshes  him  in  sickness,  and  com- 
brta  him  in  sorrow.  He  who  so  enjoyeth  it  may 
liank  Gk>d  for  his  wine-eup  as  for  his  daily  bread ; 
lod  he  who  abuseth  the  gift  of  Heaven,  is  not  a 

Eiter  f«>ol  in  his  intoxication  than  thou  in  thine 
tinence." 
The  keen  eye  of  the  Saracen  kindled  at  this  sar- 
aam,  and  his  hand  sought  the  hilt  of  his  poniard. 
[t  was  but  a  momentary  thought,  however,  mid  died 
iway  in  the  recollection  of  the  powerful  champion 
urith  whom  he  had  to  deal,  and  the  desperate  grap- 
ile,  the  impression  of  which  still  thronbed  in  his 
imbs  and  veins ;  and  he  contented  himself  with  pur- 
ning  the  contest  in  colloquy,  as  mora  convenient  for 
ihe  time, 
'  Tfif  HOTdi^**  be  Mid,  "O  NanmMb  mt^t  oreate 


anger,  did  not  thy  ignorance  raise  compassion.  SeeM 
thou  not,  O  thou  more  blind  than  any  who  asks  alma 
at  the  do  jr  of  the  Mosque,  thnt  tlie  liberty  thou  doat 
boast  of  is  restrained  oven  in  that  which  is  dearest  to 
man's  happiness,  and  U)  his  household;  and  that  thy 
law,  if  thou  doat  practise  it,  binds  thee  m  marriaf[[e  to 
one  single  mate,  be  she  sick  or  healthy,  be  she  fruitful 
or  barren,  bring  she  comfort  and  Joy,  or  clamour  and 
strife,  to  thy  table  and  to  thy  bed  T  This,  Nazarene,  I 
do  indeed  call  slavery;  whereas,  to  the  faithful,  hath 
the  Prophet  assigned  upon  earth  the  patriarchal  pri- 
vileges of  AbrahaTn  our  father,  and  or  Solomon,  the 
wise.st  of  mankind,  having  given  us  here  a  succession 
of  beauty  at  our  pleasure,  and  beyond  the  grave  the 
black-eyed  hoiiris  of  Paradise." 

"  Now^  by  His  name  that  I  most  reverence  in  Hea- 
ven," said  the  Christian,  "  and  by  hers  whom  I  nnoet 
worship  on  earth,  thou  art  but  a  blinded  and  a  bewil- 
dered infidel!— That  diamond  signet,  which  thoa 
wearest  on  thy  finger,  thou  boldest  it,  doubtlesa,  aa 
of  inestimable  value?' 

"Balsora  and  Bagdad  cannot  show  the  like,"'r»- 
plied  the  Saracen;  "but  what  avails  it  to  our  pur- 
poser 

"Much,"  replied  the  Frank,  "as  thou  shah  thyself 
confess.  Take  my  war-axe,  and  dash  the  stone  into 
twenty  shivers ;— would  each  fragment  be  as  valua- 
ble as  the  original  gem,  or  would  they,  all  collected, 
bear  the  tenth  part  of  its  estimation?" 

"That  is  a  child's  question,"  answered  the  Sara- 
cen; "the  fragments  of  such  a  stone  would  not  eooal 
the  entire  jewel  in  the  degree  of  hundreds  to  one. 

"  Saracen,"  replied  the  Christian  warrior,  "the love 
which  a  true  knight  binds  on  one  oiily,  fair  and  faith- 
fiil,  is  the  gem  entire;  the  afToction  thou  flingeat 
among  thy  enslaved  wives,  and  half-wedded  slaves, 
is  worthless,  comparatively,  as  the  sparkling  shivera 
of  the  broken  diamond." 

"  Now,  by  the  Holy  Caaba^"  said  the  Emir,  "  thoa 
art  a  madman,  who  hugs  his  chain  of  iron  as  if  it 
were  of  gold !  Look  more  closely.  This  ring  of  mine 
would  lose  half  its  beauty  were  not  the  signet  encir- 
cled and  enchased  with  these  lesser  brilliants^  which 
grace  it  and  set  it  ofT.  The  central  diamond  is  man, 
firm  and  entire,  his  value  depending  on  himself  alone; 
and  this  circle  of  lesser  jewels  are  women,  borrowinic 
his  lustre,  which  he  deals  out  to  them  as  best  suite 
his  pleasure  or  his  convenience.  Take  the  central 
stone  from  the  signet,  and  the  diamond  itself  rcmaina 
as  valuable  as  ever,  while  the  lesser  gems  are  com- 
paratively of  little  value.  And  this  is  the  true  readinff 
of  thy  parable;  for,  what  saycth  the  poet  Mansour: 
'  It  is  the  favour  of  man  wnich  givcth  beauty  and 
comeliness  to  woman,  as  the  stream  glitters  no 
longer  when  the  sun  ceaseth  to  shine.' " 

'^Saracen,"  replied  the  Crusader,  "  thou  speakest 
like  one  who  never  saw  a  woman  worthy  the  affec- 
tion of  a  soldier.  Believe  mc,  couldst  thou  look  upon 
those  of  Europe,  to  whom,  after  Heaven,  we  of  the 
order  of  knighthood  vow  fealty  and  devotion,  thpa 
wouldst  loathe  for  ever  the  poor  sensual  slaves  who 
form  thy  haram.  The  beauty  of  our  fair  ones  givea 
point  to  our  spears,  and  edge  to  our  swords;  their 
wt)nls  are  our  law:  and  as  soon  will  a  lamp  shed 
lustre  when  iinkindled,  as  a  knight  distinguish  him- 
self by  feats  of  arms,  having  no  mistress  or  his  affec- 
tion.'' 

"  I  have  heard  of  this  frenxy  among  the  wamora 
of  the  west,"  said  the  Emir,  "and  have  ever  accounted 
it  one  of  the  accompanying  symptoms  of  that  insan- 
ity, whch  brings  you  hither  to  obtain  possession  of 
an  empty  sepulchre.  But  yet,  methinks,  so  highly 
have  the  Franks  whom  I  have  met  with  extolled  the 
beauty  of  their  women,  I  could  be  well  contented  to 
behold  with  mine  own  eyes  those  charms  which  can 
tranflfurm  such  brave  warriors  into  the  tools  of  theff 
pleasure."  .     „.^ 

"  Brave  Saracen,"  said  the  Knight,  "if  I  were  not 
on  a  pilgrimage  to  the  Holy  Sepulchre,  it  should  be 
my  pride  to  conduct  yoii,  on  assurance  of  safety,  u* 
the  camp  of  Richard  of  England,  than  whom  none 
knows  better  how  to  do  honour  to  a  noble  foe ;  and 
thoD«h  I  be  poor  and  unattended,  yet  have  I  intereal 
to  aecuie  for  tbeeb  or  any  auch  aa  thou  i 
3l» 
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rnkty  only,  bat  respect  nnd  esteem.    There  shoiildst  | 
thou  960  mvcral  of  the  fnireiit  >K.*autii>(i  of  France  and 
Britain  form  n  small  cirrli\  iht;  brilliancy  of  which 
eicet.'dfl  ten-thdusniitl  fuld   the  tuRtre  of  mines  of 
diamonda  auch  as  thine." 

"Now,  by  the  omrrr-afone  of  the  Caaba!"  «?aid 
the  Saracen,  "  I  will  arcept  thy  iuviintion  an  freely  aa  | 
it  ia  given,  if  thou  wilt  fwatpone  thy  pn^aent  intent;  | 
and,  credit  inc,  brave  .\a«nreii«!,  it  wfre  beitrr  for 
thywif  to  Uirn  back  thy  horse's  head  towanln  the  j 
camp  n(  thy  pe(.)ple,  for,  to  trnvi^l  towanls  Jenisnlem  : 
without  ap'aasfpurt,  ia  but  a  wilful  castmK  away  of' 
thy  life."  i 

^'I  havea  niss,"  answered  the  Knipht,  producing  a  .' 
parehment,     under  S;iladin's  hand  and  ai^^nct."  I 

The  Saracim  bent  his  head  to  the  duKt  as  he  n-  i 
coffniscd  the  seal  and  hand-writing  of  the  renuwnMi  i 
Soldau  of  F4^'i)l  and  .Syria ;  and  having  kiswil  the  | 

Kper  with  profound  resiH.ft,  he  pressed  it  to  his  fore-  ' 
ad,  then  returned  it  to  the  Christian,  saying,  "Ilush  ' 
Frank,  thou  hast  sinnerl  n^^ainst  thine  own  blooil  and 
mine,  lor  not  showing  this  to  me  when  wo  met." 

"  You  came  with  levelled  ppear,"— said  the  Knii^ht ; 
*'  had  a  troop  uf  Saracens  w>  assailed  me,  it  mivht 
have  stood  with  my  honour  to  have  shown  the  Sol- 
dan's  pass,  but  never  to  one  man." 

"And  yet  one  man,"  said  the  Saracen,  haughtily, 
"was  enough  to  interrupt  your  joumty." 

"True,  brave  Moslem,"  replied  the  Christian;  "but 
there  are  few  such  as  thou  art.  Such  falcons  Hy  not 
in  flocks,  or,  if  they  do,  they  pi)unce  not  in  numbers 
upon  one." 

"  Thou  dost  us  but  justice,"  said  the  Saracen,  evi- 
dently gratifietl  by  the  coni|)liment,  as  he  had  been 
touched  by  the  implied  »corn  of  the  European's  pre- 
vious boast;  "from  us  thou  shouldst  have  had  no 
wrong;  but  well  was  it  for  me  that  I  failed  to  slay 
thee,  with  the  safeguard  of  the  king  of  kings  upon  i 
thy  person.  Certain  it  were,  that  the  cord  or  the  sabre  ! 
had  justly  avenged  such  guilt"  I 

"  I  am  glad  to  hoar  that  its  influence  shall  be  avail- 
ing to  me,"  said  the  Knight;  '*for  I  have  heard  that  \ 
ihtB  road  IS  infeste^i  with  rubber- tribes,  who  reganl  i 
nothing  in  comparison  of  an  opportunity  of  plunder." 

"The  tnith  has  been  told  to  thee,  brave  Christian," 
^  8ai<l  the  Saracen ;  "  but  I  swear  to  thee,  by  the  turban 
'  of  the  Prophet,  that  shouldst  thou  miscarry  in  any 
haunt  of  such  villains,  I  will  myself  undertake  thy 
revenge  with  five  thousand  horse  :  I  will  slay  every 
male  of  thL^m,  and  send  their  women  into  sueh  dis- 
tant captivity,  that  the  name  of  their  tribe  shall  never 
again  hi' beam  within  five  hundred  miles  of  Damascus. 
I  will  sow  with  salt  the  foundations  of  their  village, 
and  there  shall  nev«>r  live  thing  dwell  there,  even 
from  that  lime  forwarrl." 

"I  had  rath'-r  the  trouble  whieh  you  design  for 
yourself,  were  in  revenge  of  some  other  more  import- 
ant p<>rson  than  of  me,  noble  Emir,"  replied  the 
Eniclit;  "but  my  v«)w  m  recorded  in  Heaven,  for 
gofxi  or  for  evil,  and  I  must  be  indebted  to  you  for 
pointing  me  out  the  way  to  my  resting-place  for 
this  evening." 

"That,"  said  the  Saracen,  "must  bo  under  the 
black  covering  of  my  falhi-r's  tent." 

"This  night,"  answered  the  Christian,  "I  must 
pass  in  praytr  and  penitence  with  a  \uj\y  man,  Theo- 
dorick  of  En'^nddi,  who  dwells  amongst  tiiese  wilds, 
and  8(>ends  his  life  in  the  ser>'K'e  of  (M." 

"I  will  at  least  see  you  safe  thither,"  said  the 
Saracen. 

"That  would  be  pleasant  convoy  for  me,"  said  the 
Christian,  "  yet  might  endanger  the  future  security  of 
the  good  father;  for  the  eniel  hand  of  your  people 
has  been  ri%l  with  the  blood  of  the  servants  of  the 
Lord,  and  therefore  do  we  come  hither  in  plate  and 
mail,  with  pword  and  lance,  U)  open  the  road  to  the 
Holy  Sepulchre,  and  pr.Hect  thi^  chosen  saints  and 
anchoriti.'s  who  yet  dwell  in  this  land  of  promise  and 
of  miracle." 

"MuzMrene."  said  the  Moslem,  "in  this  thefJreeks 

and  Syrians  havi:  much  Mied  us.  Stviii^  we  do  hut 

after  the  word  of  Ah  linker  Alwuki-I,  the.  Hu-cesdor  of 

,  the  Prophet,  and,  cfti  r  him,  the  first  commander  of 

tnia  believers.    '  Go  furiii,'  he  said,  '  Vebud  Beu  So- 


ph ian,'  when  he  sent  that  rsnowiMd  general  to  tdu 
Syria  from  the  infidels,  'quit  yourselves  like  mw in 
battle,  but  slay  neither  the  aged,  the  infirm,  the 
women,  nor  the  children.  Waste  not  the  land,  nntfaer 
destroy  com  and  fruit-treea,  they  are  the  gift*  of 
Allah.  Keep  faith  when  you  have  made  aoyoove- 
naiit,  even  if  it  be  to  your  own  harm.  If  ye  fkA 
holy  men  labouring  with  tberr  hands,  and  senrii^ 
(*od  in  the  desert,  burl  them  not,  neither  deetioy  ibv 
dwellings.  But  when  you  find  them  with  i^aven 
crown.^  the>'  are  of  the  synagogiie  of  Satan !  smite 
with  the  sabre,  slay,  cease  not  till  they  become  be- 
lievers or  tributaries.'  As  the  Caliph,  companion  of 
the  Prophet,  hath  told  us,  so  have  we  done,  and  those 
whom  our  justice  has  smitten  are  but  the  priesli  of 
Satan.  But  unto  the  good  men  who,  without  aiinias 
up  nation  aininst  nation,  worship  sincerely  in  the 
faith  of  Issa  Ben  Mariam,  we  are  a  shmlow  and  a 
shield;  and  such  l)eing  he  whom  you  suek,  evea 
though  the  light  of  the  Prophet  hath  not  reached 
him,  from  me  he  will  only  have  k>vc,  £avour,  aad 
reffsrrl."  .  .  „       - 

"The  anchorite,  whom  I  %vould%JOW  visit,"  ind 
the  waHike  pilgrim,  "is,  I  have  heard,  no  prieat;bBt 
were  he  of  that  anointed  and  Mcred  order,  I  wwild 
pn)ve  with  my  good  lance»  against  paynim  and  ii- 

"  liCt  us  not  defy  each  other,  brother,"  intenupled 
the  Snrncen ;  "  we  shall  find,  either  of  uai,  enungh  of 
Frank*  or  of  Moslemah  <m  whom  to  exercise  Dotb 
sword  and  lance.  This  Theodorick  ia  protected  boih 
by  Turk  and  Arab ;  and,  though  one  oi  strange  odd- 
dirions  at  intervals,  yet,  o,n  the  wliole,  he  bean  him- 
self so  well  as  the  follower  of  his  own  prophet,  thai 
he  merits  the  protection  of  him  who  was  sent" 

"Now,  by  Our  Lady.  Saracen,"  exclaimed  the 
Christian,  "if  thou  darest  name  in  the  same  bnatk, 
the  camel-driver  of  Mecca  with" 

An  electrical  shock  of  passion  thrilled  through  tbe 
form  of  the  Emir;  but  it  was  only  momentary,  aatl 
the  calmness  of  his  reply  had  both  dignity  and  reaaoD 
in  it,  when  lie  said.  Slander  not  him  whinn  fboo 
kno  west  not ;  the  rather  that  wo  venerate  1  he  founder 
of  thy  religion,  while  we  condemn  the  doctrine  whirli 
your  priests  have  spun  from  it.  I  will  myMilf  gnide 
thee  to  the  cavern  of  tlie  hermit,  which,  mefhmki^ 
without  my  help,  thou  wouldst  find  it  a  hard  matter 
to  reach.  And,  on  the  way,  let  us  leave  to  mollahi 
and  to  monks,  to  dispute  about  the  divinity  of  our 
faith^  and  speak  on  themes  which  belong  to  youtfaiiil 
warnors,— upon  battles,  upon  beautiful  women,  ^NQ 
shaip  swords,  and  upon  bright  armour." 

CHAPTER  III. 

The  warriors  arose  from  their  place  of  brief  rest  and 
simple  refreshment,  and  courteously  aided  each  other 
while  they  carefullv  replaced  and  adjusted  the  har- 
ness, from  which  tney  had  relieved  for  the  time  their 
trusty  steeds.  Each  soemed  familiar  with  an  employ- 
men  i^  which  at  that  time  was  a  part  of  necoea"" 
and,  indeed,  of  indispensable  duty.  Each  also  soein 
to  possess,  as  far  as  the  difference  betwixt  the  anioL. 
and  rational  species  admitted,  the  coiifidenoe  and  af* 
fection  of  the  norse,  which  was  the  constant  compan- 
ion of  his  travels  and  his  warfare.  With  the  Sanoen, 
this  familiar  intimacy  was  a  part  of  hia  early  habits; 
for.  in  the  tents  of  the  Eastern  military  tribes,  the 
horse  of  tho  soldier  ranks  next  to,  and  almost  equal 
in  importance  with,  his  wife  and  his  family ;  and,  with 
the  European  warrior,  circumstances,  and  indeed 
necessity,  rendered  his  war-horse  scarcely  leas  than 
his  bmthcr  in  arms.  The  steeds,  therefore,  suffered 
themselves  quietiv  to  be  taken  from  their  food  and  lib- 
erty and  neighed  and  snuf&d  fondly  around  their 
masters,  while  they  were  adjusting  their  aocoutre- 
mentfl  for  farther  travel  and  additional  t4nl.  And  each 
warnor,  as  he  prostcuted  his  own  task,  or  asssited 
with  courtesy  his  companion,  looked  with  observ- 
ant curiosity  at  the  equipments  of  his  fellow-tra- 
veller, and  noted  particu'ariy  what  struck  him  as 
peculiar  in  the  fashion  in  which  he  arranged  bis  riding 
ace(Mitremenls. 

Ere  thoy  remounted  to  resume  their  jjumey.  the 
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THE  TALISMAN. 


Chtwtmn  kiiightagun  moistened  his  lips,  and  dipt  his 
huida  in  the  living  fountain,  and  said  to  his  Pagan 
associate  of  ihe  joiimey— "I  would  1  knew  the  name 
of  this  delicious  fountain,  that  I  might  lioid  it  in  my 
ffimieful  remembranoe;  for  never  did  water  slalce 
more  delicicHisly  a  more  oppressive  thirst  than  1  have 
this  day  experienced." 

"Ilia  called  in  the  Arabic  langua;^"  answered  the 
Saracen,  **  by  a  nam«)  which  signifies  the  Diamond  of 
the  Desert." 

"And  well  is  it  so  named,"  replied  the  Christian. 
**  My  native  vallev  hath  a  thousand  springs,  bur  not  tu 
one  of  them  shall  I  attach  hereafter  sucli  precious  re- 
collection as  (o  this  solitary  fount,  which  bestows  its 
liViid  treasures  where  they  are  not  only  delightful,  but 
nearlv  indispensable." 

"  You  say  tnilh,"  said  the  Saracen ;  "  for  the  curse 
is  still  on  yonder  sea  of  death,  and  neither  man  nor 
beast  drink  of  its  waves,  nor  of  the  river  which  feeds 
without  filling  it,  until  this  inhospitable  desert  be 


They  mountodL  and  pursued  theu*  joume>'  across  the 
audv  waste.  The  ardour  of  noon  was  now  past,  and 
a  light  breeze  somewhat  alleviated  the  terrors  of  the 
detnt,  though  not  without  bearing  on  its  wings  an 
rnipamablje  dust,  which  the  Saracen  litde  heeded, 
though  his  heavily-armed  comfuinion  felt  it  as  such 
an  annoyance,  that  he  hung  his  iron  casque  at  his 
nddlebow.  and  substituted  the  light  riding-cap,  tanned 
in  the  language  of  the  time  a  mortier,  from  its  rCiem- 
hlanoe  in  shape  to  an  ordinary  mortar.  They  rode 
together  for  some  time  in  silence,  the  Saracen  per- 
fonning  the  part  of  director  and  guide  of  the  journey, 
which  ne  did  by  observing  minute  marks  and  bear- 
ings of  the  distant  rocks,  to  a  ridge  of  which  they 
were  graduallv  approaching.  For  a  little  time  he 
seemed  absorbed  m  the  task,  as  a  pilot  when  navi- 

Gting  a  vessel  through  a  difficult  channel ;  but  the>' 
d  not  proceeded  half  a  league  when  he  seemed 
•eeure  of  his  route,  and  disposed,  with  more  frank - 
new  than  was  usual  to  his  nation,  to  enter  into  con- 
venMCion. 

**  You  have  asked  the  name,"  he  said,  "  of  a  mute 
foontain,  which  hath  the  semblance,  hut  not  the 
reality,  of  a  living  thing.  Let  me  be  pardoned  to  ask 
the  name  of  the  companion  with  whom  I  have  this 
day,  enooimtered,  both  in  danger  and  in  repose,  and 
which  I  cannot  fancy  unknown,  even  here  among 
the  deserts  of  Palestine?" 

"It  is  not  yet  worth  publishing,"  said  the  Christian. 
**Knuw,  however,  that  among  the  soldiers  of  the 
Croas  I  am  called  Kenneth— Kenneth  of  the  Couch- 
ing I«eopard;  at  home  I  have  other  titles,  but  they 
would  sound  nnrah  in  an  Eastern  ear.  Brave  Saracen, 
let  me  ask  which  of  the  tribes  of  Arabia  claims  your 
descent,  and  by  what  name  you  are  known  7" 

"  Sir  Kenneth,"  sntd  the  Moslem,  "I  joy  that  your 
name  is  such  as  my  lips  can  easily  utter.  For  me,  I 
am  no  Arab,  vet  derivemydescentXrom  a  line  neither 
ieaa  wild  nor  less  wariike.  Know,  Sir  Knight  of  the 
Leopard,  that  I  am  Sheerkohf,  the  Lion  of  the  Moun- 
tain, and  that  Kurdistan,  from  which  I  derive  my 
descent,  hokls  no  family  more  noble  than  that  of 
Sdjook." 

*0  have  heard,"  answered  the  Christian,  "that  >-onr 
great  Soldan  claims  his  blood  from  the  same  source  ?" 

**  Thanks  to  the  Prupliet,  that  hath  so  far  honoured 
our  mountains,  as  to  send  from  their  bosom  him 
whose  word  is  victorv,"  answered  the  Paynim.  "  I 
am  but  as  a  worm  before  the  King  of  Egypt  and 
Syria,  and  yet  in  my  own  land  something  my  name 
may  avail.— Stranger,  with  how  many  men  didst 
dwu  come  on  this  warfare?" 

**  By  my  faith,"  said  Sir  Kenneth,  "  with  aid  of 
friends  and  kinsmen^  I  was  hardly  pinched  to  furnish 
forth  ten  well-appotiUed  lances,  with  moybe  some 
fifty  more  men,  archers  and  varlets  included.  Some 
have  deserted  my  unlucky  pennon— some  have  fallen 
in  batde— Several  have  died  of  disease— and  one 
truster  armour-bearer,  for  whose  life  I  am  now  doing 
my  pilgrimage,  lies  on  the  bed  of  sickness." 

^'ChriHtinn,'^  said  Sheerkohf,  "here  I  have  five 
arrows  in  mv  quiver,  each  feathered  from  the  wing  of 
an  eagle.    When  I  send  one  of  them  to  my  tcots,  a 


thousand  warriors  mount  on  honebaok— when  I 
send  another,  an  equal  force  will  arise— for  the  five^  I 
ran  command  five  thousand  men;  and  if  1  send  nof 
bow,  ten  thousand  mounted  riders  will  shake  the  do- 
sert  And  with  thy  fifty  followers  thou  hast 
to  invade  a  land,  in  which  I  am  one  of  the  i 
est!" 

"  Now,  by  the  rood.  Saracen,"  retorted  the  westen 
warrior,  "  thou  shouldsi  know,  ere  thou  vauntest  thy- 
self that  one  steel  glove  can  crush  a  whole  handnd 
of  hornets." 

"Ay.  but  it  must  first  enclose  them  within  its 
grasp,"  said  the  Saracen,  with  a  smile  which  might 
have  endangered  their  new  alliance,  had  he  not 
changed  the  subject  by  adding,  "And  is  bravery  so 
much  esteemed  amongst  the  Christian  princes^  that 
thou,  thus  void  of  means,  and  of  men,  canst  ofter,  ta 
thou  didst  of  late,  to  be  mv  protector  and  security  in 
the  camp  of  thy  brethren  ?" 

"Know,  Saracen,"  said  the  Christian,  "since  tueh 
is  thy  style,  that  the  name  of  a  knight,  and  the  blood 
of  a  gentk*man,  entitle  him  to  place  himself  on  the 
same  rank  with  sovereigns  even  of  the  first  degresb 
in  so  far  as  regards  all  hut  regal  authority  and  do- 
minion. Were  Richard  of  England  himself  to  wound 
the  honour  of  a  knight  as  poor  as  I  am,  he  could  not| 
by  the  law  of  chivalry,  deny  him  the  combat" 

"  Metliinks  I  should  like  to  look  upon  so  strange  a 
scene,"  said  the  Emir,  "in  which  a  leathern  belt  and 
a  pair  of  spurs  put  the  poorest  on  a  level  with  thft 
most  powerful." 

"  You  must  add  free  blood  and  a  fearless  heart," 
said  the  Christian;  "then,  perhaps,  you  will  not 
have  spoken  untruly  of  the  clignity  of  knighthood." 

"And  mix  you  as  boldly  amongst  the  females oC 
your  chiefs  and  leailcrs  ?"  asked  the  Saracen. 

"God  forbid,"  said  the  Knight  of  the  Leopard« 
"  that  the  poorest  Knight  in  Christendom  should  not 
be  froD  in  all  honourable  service,  to  devote  his  hand 
and  sword,  the  fame  of  his  actiona,  and  the  fixed  d^ 
votion  of  bis  heart,  to  the  fairest  princess  who  eng 
wore  coronet  on  her  brow  1" 

"  But  a  little  while  since,"  said  the  Saracen,  "  and 
you  described  love  as  the  highest  treasure  of  thft 
heart— thine  hath  undoubtedly  been  high  and  nobljr 
bestowed  ?" 

"Stranger,"  answered  the  Christian,  blushing 
deeply  as  he  spoke,  "  wc  tell  not  rashly  where  it  is  W6 
have  bestowed  our  choicest  treasures— it  is  enouQi 
for  ihee  to  know,  that,  as  thou  sayest.  my  love  u 
higlily  and  nobly  bestowed— most  highly— most  no- 
bly ;  out  if  thou  wouldst  hear  of  love  and  brokeu 
lances,  venture  thyself,  as  thou  savest,  to  the  camp 
of  the  Crusaders,  and  thou  wilt  fiiia  exercise  for  thioiil 
ears,  and,  if  thou  wilt,  for  thy  hands  toa" 

The  Eastern  warrior,  raising  himself  in  his  slinupfb 
and  shaking  aloft  his  lance,  replied,  "Hardly,  I  feWi 
shall  I  find  one  with  a  crossed  shoulder,  who  will  ex* 
chsnge  with  me  the  cast  of  the  jerrid." 

"I  will  not  promise  for  that,"  replied  the  Knif^ 
"  though  there  be  in  the  camp  certain  Spaniards,  who 
have  nght  good  skill  in  your  Eastern  game  of  hurling 
theinvelin. 

"Dogs,  and  sons  of  dogs!"  ejaculated  the  Saraceni 
"  what  have  these  Spaniards  to  do  to  come  hitherto 
combat  the  true  belu'vers,  who,  in  their  own  lamL 
are  their  lords  and  taskmasters?  with  them  I  would 
mix  in  no  warlike  pastime." 

"  Let  not  the  knights  of  Leon  or  Asturias  hear  yon 
s|)eak  thus  of  them,"  said  the  Knight  of  the  Leopard  f 
"  but,"  addL>d  he,  smiling  at  the  recollection  of  tho 
morning's  combat,  "  if,  mstesd  of  a  reed,  you  wen 
inclini>d  to  stand  the  cast  of  a  battle-axe,  there  ard 
enough  of  western  warriora  who  would  gratify  your 
bnging." 

"  By  the  beard  of  my  father,  sir,"  aaid  the  Saracen, 
with  an  approach  to  laiuehter,  "the  game  is  too 
rough  for  mere  sport— I  will  never  shun  them  in  bat- 
tle, hut  my  bead"  (pressing  his  hand  to  his  brow) 
"  will  not,  for  a  while,  permit  me  to  seek  them  in 
sport." 

"I  would  you  saw  the  axe  of  King  Richard,"  aii- 
swered  the  western  warrior,  "  to  wDu:h  that  whiiA 
hangs  at  my  saddlebov/  weighs  but  as  a  feathflb" 
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"We  hear  much  of  that  island  aovereiirn,"  said  the 
Snrnccn,  "  art  thou  one  of  his  eubjcrtn  ?'' 

'*Oneof  his  followers  I  am,  for  this  expedition," 
answered  the  Knight,  "and  honoured  in  the  service; 
but  not  horn  his  subifct  although  a  native  of  the 
islonrl  in  which  he  riM^'ns." 

How  mt!an  you  ?"  said  the  Eastern  w>ldier ;  "have 

_  then  two  kings  in  one  poor  island?" 

"As  thou  saycst,"  raid  the?  Scot,  for  such  was  Sir 
Kenneth  by  birth,—*'  It  is  even  so ;  and  yet.  although 
the  inhabitants  of  the  two  extrcniitii-s  of  that  island 
are  eni^iiKt^J  in  frequent  war,  the  country  can,  as  thou 
Bcest,  furnish  forth  such  a  bodv  of  mcn-at-arius,  as 
mny  m)  far  to  shake  the  unholv  hold  which  your  mas- 
ter hath  laid  on  the  cities  of  /ion." 

"Ky  the  heard  of  Snladin,  Nazarene.  but  that  it  is 
a  thoughtless  and  boyish  folly,  I  could  laugh  at  the 
simplicity  of  your  great  iSultan,  who  coniesliither  to 
make  conquests  of  deserts  and  rocks,  and  dispute  the 
'  possession  of  them  with  those  who  have  tenfold  num- 
bers at  command,  while  he  leaves  a  part  of  his  nar- 
row islet,  in  which  he  was  born  a  sovereign,  to  the 
dominion  of  another  scoptre  than  his.  Surely,  Sir 
Kenneth,  you  and  the  other  good  men  of  your  coun- 
try should  have  submitte<i  yourselves  to  the  domi- 
nion of  this  Kinj;  Richanl,  ere  you  left  your  native 
land,  divided  against  itself,  to  set  forth  on  this  cxpe- 
diti<m  7" 

Hasty  and  fierce  was  Kenneth's  answer.  "  No,  by 
the  bright  light  of  Heaven  !  If  the  King  of  Kngland 
had  not  set  forth  to  the  Crusade  till  he  was  sove- 
reign of  Scotland,  the  crescent  might,  for  me,  and  all 
true-hearted  Scots,  glimmer  for  ever  on  the  walla  of 
Zion." 

Thus  far  he  had  procewltxl,  when,  suddenly  recol- 
lecting himst>lf,  ho  muttered,  ''  I\Tca  culpa!  mtci  cul- 
pa! what  have  I,  a  sohlier  of  the  Cross,  to  do  with 
recollection  of  war  betwixt  Christian  nations!" 

The  rapid  expression  of  feeling  connected  by  the 
dictates  of  duty,  did  not  escape  the  Moslem,  who,  if 
he  did  not  entirely  understand  all  which  it  conveyed, 
saw  enough  to  convince  him  with  the  assurance, 
that  Christians,  as  well  as  Moslemah,  had  private 
feelings  of  personal  pique,  iind  national  quarrels, 
which  were  not  entirely  rocroncilable.  Bui  the  Sara- 
cens were  a  race,  polfshed,  perhaps,  to  (he  utmost 
extent  which  their  religion  pt.'rmitttHi,  and  particu- 
larly capable  of  entertaining  high  ideas  of  courtesy 
and  iviliteness;  and  such  sentiinenis  prevented  his 
taking  any  notice  of  the  inconsistency  of  Sir  Ken- 
neth's feelin;^.'S  in  the  opposite  characters  of  a  Scot 
and  a  Crusader. 

Mean  while,  as  they  advanceil,  the  scene  bej^n  to 
change  around  thrtm.  They  were  now  turning  to 
the  eastward,  and  had  reached  the  range  of  stet^p  and 
barren  hills,  which  binds  in  that  quarter  the  naked 
plain,  and  varies  the  surface  of  the  country,  without 
changing  its  sterile  character.  Sharp,  rocky  emi- 
nences began  to  arise  around  them,  and,  in  a  short 
time,  deep  declivities,  and  ascents,  both  formidable  in 
height,  and  difficult  from  the  narrowness  of  the  path, 
offered  to  the  travellers  obstacles  of  a  ditlereut  kind 
from  those  with  which  they  had  ncently  coniendtHl. 
Dark  caverns  and  chasms  amoni^st  the  rocks,  ihossc 
grottoes  80  often  alluded  to  in  Scripture,  yawned  fear- 
folly  on  cither  side  as  they  proceeded,  and  the  Scottish 
knight  was  informed  by  the  Emir,  that  thcito  wore  often 
the  refuge  of  beasts  of  prey,  or  of  men  still  more  fero- 
cious, who,  driven  to  desperation  by  the  constant 
war.  and  ihe  oppression  exercised  by  the  soldiery,  as 
well  of  the  Cross  ns  of  the  Crescent,  had  become 
rnbbcr«,  and  spared  neither  rank  nor  religion,  neither 
sex  nor  ago,  in  their  depredations. 

The  Scottish  knight  listened  with  iadiffe^-eace  to 
the  accounts  of  ravage**  c«)minitted  bjr  wild  beosts  or 
wicked  men,  seizure  as  he  felt  himself  in  his  own  val- 
our and  personal  strength;  but  ho  wi.s  struck  with 
mystenoiis  dread,  when  he  recollected  that  he  was 
now  in  the  awful  wildemcHs  of  the  forty  days'  fast, 
and  the  scene  of  the  actual  personal  temptation, 
wherewith  the  Evil  Principle  was  permitted  to  assail 
the  Son  of  Man.  He  withdrew  his  attention  gradu- 
ally from  the  light  and  worldly  conversation  of  the 
aifidea  warrior  beside  him,  and,  however  acceptable 


his  gay  and  gallant  bravery  woold  baire  lendcred.hin 
as  a  companion  elsewhere.  Sir  Kenneth  felt  as  iC  in 
those  wildernesses— the  waste  and  dry  places-ia 
which  the  foul  spirits  were  woni  to  wander  when  ei- 
pellcd  the  mortals  whose  forms  they  pt^tMessed,  a  ban- 
footed  friar  would  have  lieen,  a  better  associate  iImd 
the  gay  but  unbelieving  Paynim. 

These  feelings  embarrassed  him;  the  rather  thu 
the  Saracirn'a  spirits  appeared  to  rise  with  the  joitf- 
ney,  and  bicaiisc  the  farther  he  penetrated  into  ths 
gloomy  rei:ess(rs  of  the  mountains,  the  liglricr  becann 
His  conversation,  and  when  he  foiindf  that  unan- 
swered, the  louder  grew  his  song.  Sir  Kenneth  knev 
enough  of  the  Eastern  languages,  to  be  assured  that 
he  chanted  sonnets  of  love,  containing  all  the  ^v* 
ing  praises  of  beauty,  in  which  the  Oriental  poets  an 
so  fond  of  hixuriating,  and  which,  therefore,  werepe 
culiarly  unfitted  for  a  serious  or  devotional  strain  d 
thought,  the  feeling  best  becoming  the  Wildemcasof 
the  Temptation.  With  inconsistency  enough^  thi 
Saracen  also  sung  lays  in  praise  of  nine,  the  liiiai 
ruby  of  the  Persian  poets,  and  his  amytsxy  at  length 
became  so  unsuitable  to  the  Christian  knight's  cuA- 
trary  train  of  sentiments,  as,  but  for  the  prommd 
amity  which  tht-y  had  exchanged,  wouU  niost  hkdy 
have  made  Sir  Kenneth  take  meatiures  to  change u 
note.  As  it  was,  the  Crusader  fell  as  if  bo  bad  bf 
his  side  some  gay  licentious  fiend,  who  endeavound 
to  ensnare  his  soul,  and  endanger  his  immortal  nt 
vatkm,  by  inspiring  loose  thoughts  of  earthly  pkip 
sure,  and  thus  polluting  his  devotion,  at  a  time  wfatt 
his  faith  as  a  Christian,  and  his  vow  as  a  pilgrim. 
calliMl  on  him  for  a  serious  and  rM>nitentiaI  stale  m 
mind.  He  was  thus  (ereatly  perplexed,  and  unds> 
cidiMl  how  to  act;  and  it  was  in  a  tone  of  hasty dif> 
pleasure,  that  at  length  breaking  sih'nce,  he  uil«> 
rupted  the  lay  of  the  celebrated  Rudpiki,  in  which  he 
prefers  the  mole  on  his  mistress's  bosom  to  all  ihr 
wealth  of  I^ikhara  and  Samarcand. 

"Saracen,"  said  the  Crusader,  sternly,  "blindtd 
as  thou  art,  and  plunged  amidst  the  errorsof  afrlsr 
law,  thou  slioiildst  yet  comprehend  that  there  ut 
some  places  more  holy  than  others,  and  tliat  there 
an^  some  scenes  also,  m  which  the  Evil  Onebilh 
more  than  ordinar\'  power  over  sinful  mortalsi  I  wiH 
not  tell  tluH}  for  what  awful  reason  this  place— thsv 
rocks— these  caverns  with  their  gloomy  arcbeSk  letd- 
ing  as  it  were  to  the  central  abyss— art!  held  an  e^e* 
cial  haunt  of  Satan  and  his  angels.  Ii  is  eooi9 
that  I  have  been  long  warned  to  beware  of  this  pwet 
by  wise  any  holy  men.  to  whom  the  qualities  cf  lbs 
unholy  region  are  well  Known.  Wherefore,  Saiacn, 
forbear  thy  foolish  and  ill-timed  levity,  and  turn  thy 
thoughts  to  things  more  suited  to  the  spot :  although, 
alas,  for  thee !  thy  best  prayers  arc  but  asblaqpheinf 
and  sin." 

The  Saracen  listened  with  some  surprise^  and  then 
replii'd.  with  good-humour  and  cavety.  only  so  far» 
pressed  as  courtesy  required,  Grood  Sir  Keomth, 
methinks  you  deal  unequally  by  your  conipaoioni  or 
else  ceremony  is  but  indifierentiv  taught  amooglt 
your  western  tribes.  I  took  no  oflence  when  I  taw 
you  gorge  hog  s  flesh  and  drink  wine,  and  permitiol 
you  to  enjoy  a  treat  which  you  called  your  ChnMitn 
liberty,  only  pitying  in  my  heart  your  loul  pastimes' 
Wherefore,  then,  snouldst  thou  take  scandal,  becasM 
1  cheer,  to  the  best  of  my  power,  a  gloomy  road  widi 
a  cheerful  verse?  What  saith  the  poet«— ^Soagii 
like  the  dews  of  Heaven  on  the  bosom  of  the  desnt; 
it  cools  the  path  of  the  traveller.'" 

"Friend  Saracen,"  said  the  Christian,  "I  blamenoi 
the  love  of  ini  net  relay  and  of  the  gai  acfence  ;  albeit 
we  yield  unto  it  even  too  much  room  incur  thoof^lti^ 
when  they  should  be  bent  on  bettor  things,  fiat  prty- 
crs  and  holy  psalms  are  better  fitting  thaa  laisof  km. 
or  of  wine-cups,  when  men  walk  in  this  Valley  of  the 
Shadow  of  I>cath.  full  of  fiends  and  demons,  whon 
the  prayers  of  Holy  men  have  driven  forth  ironi  the 
haunts  of  humanity  to  wander  amidst  scenes  asae- 
cursed  as  themselves." 

"  Speak  not  thus  of  the  Genii,  Christian,'*  anflwend 
the  Saracen,  '^  for  know,  thou  speakest  to  one  whose 
line  and  nation  drew  their  oricnn  from  tlie  inimocttl 
racfl^  which  your  sect  fear  andolaspeme.** 
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A\  thodf^t,"  answered  the  Cnuader,  "  that 
nded  race  had  their  descent  from  the  foul  fiend, 
.  whose  aid  you  would  never  have  been  able  to 
in  this  blessed  land  of  Palestine  aj^ainst  so 
iliant  soldiers  of  GkxI.  I  speak  not  thus  of  thee 
eular,  Saracen,  but  generally  of  thy  people  and 
.  Strange  is  it  to  me,  however,  not  that  you 
have  the  descent  from  the  Evil  One,  but  that 
uldboastofit." 

m  whom  should  the  bravest  boast  of  descend- 
ing from  him  that  is  bravest?"  said  the  Sara- 
iomwhom  should  the  proudest  trace  their  line 
as  from  the  Dark  Spirit,  which  would  rather 
idlong  by  force,  than  bend  the  knee  by  his 
Bblis  may  be  hated,  strencer,  but  he  must  be 
and  such  as  Eblisare  his  descendants  of  Kur- 

of  magic  and  of  necromancy  were  the  leam- 
bc  period,  and  Sir  Kenneth  heard  his  compa- 
»nfession  of  diabolical  descent  without  any 
!^  and  without  much  wonder ;  yet  not  without 
shudder  at  finding  himself  in  this  fearful  place, 
9mpany  of  one  who  avouched  himself  to  be- 
Hich  a  uneage.  Naturally  unsusceptible,  how- 
fi»r,  he  crossed  himself,  and  stoutly  demanded 
laracen  an  account  of  the  pedigree  which  he 
sted.  The  latter  readily  complied. 
iw,  brave  stranger,"  he  said,  "  that  when  the 
>hauk,  one  of  the  descendants  of  Giamachid, 
t  throne  of  Persia^  he  formed  a  league  with  the 
of  Darknes^  amidst  the  secret  vaults  of  Ista- 
lults  which  the  hands  of  the  elementary  spirits 
<rn  out  of  the  living  rock,  long  before  Adam 
had  an  existence.  Here  he  feu,  with  daily  ob- 
>f  human  blood,  two  devouring  serpents,  which 
ome.  according  to  the  poets,  a  part  of  himself^ 
nistain  whom  he  levied  a  tax  of  daily  human 
•a,  till  the  exhausted  patience  of  his  subjects 
some  to  raise  up  the  cimeter  of  resistance,  like 
int  Blacksmith,  and  the  victorious  Feridoun, 
n  the  tyrant  was  at  length  dethroned,  and  im- 
1  for  ever  in  the  dismal  caverns  of  the  moun  tain 
?nd.  But  ere  that  deliverance  had  taken  place, 
list  the  power  of  the  blood-thirety  tyrant  was 
eight,  the  band  of  ravening  slaves,  whom  he 
t  forth  to  purvey  victims  for  his  daily  sacrifice, 
to  the  vaults  of  the  palace  of  Istakhar  seven 
»o  beautiful,  that  they  seemed  seven  houris. 
leveri  maidens  were  the  daughtere  of  a  sage, 
i  no  trcsAires  save  those  beauties  and  his  own 
.  The  Inst  was  not  sufflciont  to  foresee  this 
me,  the  former  seemed  ineficctual  to  prevent 
f  eldest  exceeded  not  her  twentieth  year,  the 
It  had  scarce  attained  her  thirteenth ;  and  so 
e  they  to  each  other,  that  they  could  not  have 
itinguished  but  for  tnc  diflTerenco  of  height,  in 
:hcy  pradually  roso  in  easy  sradation  above 
ler,  like  the  ascent  which  leads  to  the  gates  of 
e.  So  lovely  were  these  seven  sisters  when 
lod  in  the  darks(ime  voult,  disrobed  of  all 
^saving  a  cymarofwhitcsilk,  that  their  charms 
the  hearts  of  those  who  were  not  mortal, 
r  muttered,  the  earth  .shook,  the  wall  of  the 
a»  rent,  and  at  the  chasm  entered  one  dressed 
unter,  with  bow  and  shafts,  and  followed  by 
srs,  his  brt>thren.  They  wore  tall  men,  and 
dark,  yet  comely  to  behold,  but  their  eyes  had 
16  glare  of  those  of  the  dead,  than  the  lipht 
ives  under  the  eyelids  of  the  living.  *  Zeineb.' 
t  leader  of  the  band— and  as  he  spoke  he  took 
nt  sister  by  the  hand,  and  his  voice  was  soft, 
d  melanclioly,— *  I  am  Cothrob,  kin^  of  the 
mean  worid,  and  supreme  chief  of  Gmnistan. 
y  brethren  are  of  those,  who,  created  out  of  the 
mentary  fire,  disdained  even  at  the  command 
ipotence,  to  do  homage  to  a  clod  of  earth,  be- 
was  called  Man.  Thou  mayst  havf  heani  of 
tiel,  unrdentinsE,  and  persecuting.  It  is  false, 
by  nature  kind  and  generous ;  only  vengeful 
isiilted,  only  cruel  when  affronted,  we  are  true 
I  who  trust  us ;  and  we  have  heard  the  invoca- 
f  thy  father,  thr  sajj^  Mithrasp,  who  wisely 
Mnot  alone  theOriginof  (Sood,  but  that  which 
i  the  Source  of  £viL    You  and  your  niiers 


are  on  the  eve  of  death ;  bat  let  each  give  to  ua  one 
hair  from  your  fair  tresses,  in  token  of  realty,  and  we 
will  carrv  you  many  miles  from  hence  to  a  place  of 
safety,  where  you  may  bid  defiance  to  Zohauk  and  his 
ministers.'  The  fear  of  instant  death,  saith  the  poet, 
is  like  the  rod  of  the  prophet  Haroun,  which  devoured 
all  other  rods,  when  transformed  into  snakes  before 
the  King  of  Pharaoh ;  and  the  daughters  of  the  Per- 
sian sage  were  less  apt  than  othere  to  be  afraid  of  the 
addresses  of  a  spirit  They  gave  the  tribute  which 
Cothrob  demanded,  and  in  an  mstant  the  sistera  were 
transported  to  an  enchanted  castle  on  the  mountains 
of  Tugrut,  in  Kurdistan,  and  were  never  again  seen 
by  mortal  eye.  But  in  process  of  time  seven  youths, 
distinguished  in  the  war,  and  in  the  chase,  appeared 
in  the  environs  of  the  castle  of  the  demons.  They 
were  darker,  taller,  fiercer,  and  more  resolute,  than 
any  of  the  scattered  inhabitants  of  the  valleys  of  Kiir- 
distan :  and  they  took  to  themselves  wives,  and  be- 
came tathera  of  the  seven  tribes  of  the  Kurdmana, 
whoso  valour  is  known  throughout  the  universe."  . 

The  Christian  kni(;ht  heard  with  wonder  the  wild 
talc,  of  which  Kurdistan  still  possesses  the  traces, 
and,  after  a  moment's  tliought,  replied,—'*  Verily, 
Sir  Knight,  you  have  spoken  well— your  genealogy 
may  be  dreaded,  and  hated,  but  it  cannot  be  con- 
temned. Neither  do  I  any  longer  wonder  at  your 
obstinacy  in  a  false  faith ;  since,  doubtless,  it  is  j>art 
of  the  fiendish  disposition  which  had  descended  from 

Sour  ancestors,  those  infernal  huntsmen,  as  you  have 
escribed  them,  to  love  falsehood  rather  than  truth  ; 
and  1  no  longer  marvel  that  your  spirits  become  high 
and  exalted,  and  vent  themselves  in  verse,  and  in 
tunes,  when  you  approach  the  places  encumbered  by 
the  haunting  of  evil  spirits,  which  must  excite  in  you 
that  joyous  feeling  which  othera  experience  when 
approaching  the  land  of  their  human  ancestry." 

'*  By  my  father's  beard,  I  think  thou  hast  the  right," 
said  the  Saracen,  rather  amused  than  offended  by  the 
freedom  with  which  the  Christian  had  uttered  his 
reflections ;  "  for,  though  the  Prophet  (blessed  be  his 
name !)  hath  sown  amongst  us  the  seed  of  a  better 
faith  than  our  anccstora  learned  in  the  ghostly  halls 
of  Tugrut,  yet  wo  are  not  willing,  like  other  Mosle- 
mah,  to  pass  hasty  doom  on  the  lofty,  and  powerful 
elementary  spirits  from  whom  we  claim  our  origin. 
These  Genii,  according  to  our  belief  and  hope,  are 
not  altogether  reprobate,  but  arc  still  ill  the  way  of 
probation,  and  may  hereafter  be  punished  or  re- 
warded. Leave  we  this  to  the  mollahs  and  the 
iinaums.  Enough ^t hat  with  us  the  reverence  for 
these  spirits  is  not  oltogcthcr  effaced  by  what  we 
have  learned  from  the  Koran,  and  that  many  of  us 
still  sing,  in  meuioriiil  of  our  fathers'  more  ancient 
faith,  such  vcrees  as  these." 
,  So  .saying,  ho  proceeded  to  chant  verses,  very  an- 
cient in  the  langua^i*  and  structure,  which  some  nave 
thought  derive  their  source  from  the  Wonhippen  of 
Arimanes,  the  Evil  Principle. 

AHRIMAN. 

Dark  Ahriman.  whom  Irak  itUl 
Iloldi  orifin  of  wo  Rnil  ill  i 

When  bendinf  at  Uiy  •hrim, 
Wa  Tiew  the  woriil  witli  tioabl«d  C7«, 
Wliuro  HM  WM  'n«!«th  the  exiendMl  «kr, 

An  vmpire  matcliiiiK  ihine  1 

If  the  Banifner  Power  can  rield 
A  fniinmin  in  tlte  deveri  Held, 

WlMfv  waarr  pilgrinii  drink ; 
Ttiinc  are  tlie  wave*  that  laih  the  rock, 
Thine  the  lomadu'ii  deadly  thock, 

Wheie  eounlieiM  navies  iink  I 


Or  if  He  bid  the  MmN 

Balmns  to  eheer  tlie  iinkinf  mhim. 

How  few  ran  tlier  deliver 
From  lintrerinir  pain*,  or  panff  intmiM, 
Red  Fever,  upotted  Pestilence, 

The  arrows  or  thr  quivei  i 

Chief  in  Man's  bosom  silt  thy  sway, 
And  fyequ4-ni.  while  in  words  wa  pcay 

Beftirp  another  throne, 
Whatc'er  of  siwckNts  form  be  thera, 
TIm  seercl  meanini  of  the  piajar 
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.%y,  hiut  tlKm  fefiUng,  •pom.  «nd  rorm, 
lliunrter  thy  mint,  ihf  farnMoU  norm, 

At  Kaptom  Man  say ; 
Witli  tKniietil  toul  of  hate  and  wnitli, 
Aiid  winir«  to  sweep  ihy  dfwrily  path, 

And  Tann  to  tear  tiiy  prey  7 

Or  art  thou  mix'd  in  Natara'a  source, 
An  eviT-opemiinir  Torre. 

Convertinf  iruoii  to  ill ; 
An  evil  principle  innate. 
Contend inf  with  our  better  tktd. 

And  oh  I  Tictoriou«  still  7 

Howfl'er  it  be,  disputo  is  vain. 

On  all  without  thou  hold'st  thy  reifn, 

Nor  I»i4«  on  all  within  : 
Earh  mortal  iMnuiim's  fleroe  career, 
Love.  hate,  ambition,  joy,  ana  fear. 

Thou  goadeel  into  sin. 

Whene'er  a  minny  cteam  aiipears, 
To  bn«ht(;n  up  our  vale  of  tnars. 

Thou  art  not  distant  fkr : 
'Mid  Bunh  brief  nolane  of  our  lives, 
Thou  whelt'tft  our  very  hanqueiknives 

To  tools  of  death  and  war. 

TliuP.  lh>ni  the  moment  of  our  birtli, 
hunt  as  we  I  infer  on  th«!  earth, 

'rtiim  rulest  tlie  fkte  or  men ; 
Thine  are  the  panps  of  liAi'i  last  hour. 
Andxwho  dare  answer  7>-is  thy  power, 

Dark  Spirit  I  ended  Tumn  I* 

Theso  verses  may  perhaps  have  been  the  not  unna- 
tural effusion  of  some  half-enlightened  philoflophcr. 
wh'^,  in  the  fabled  dnitv,  Ari manes,  saw  but  the  pre- 
valence of  moral  and  physical  evil ;  but  in  the  ears  of 
Sir  Kenneth  of  the  Leopard,  they  had  a  different 
effect,  and,  sunz  as  they  were  by  one  who  had  just 
boasted  himself  a  descendant  of  demons,  sounded 
very  like  an  address  of  worship  to  the  Arch-fiend 
himself.  He  weiKh(.*d  within  himself^  whether,  on 
hearingisuch  blasphemy  in  the  very  desert  where 
Satan  had  stood  rebuked  for  demanding  homage, 
taking  an  abrupt  leave  of  the  Saracen  was  sufficient 
to  testify  his  abhorrence;  or  whether  he  was  not 
rather  constrained  by  his  vow  as  a  Crusader,  to  defy 
the  infidel  to  combat  on  the  spot,  and  leave  him  food 
for  the  beasts  of  the  wilderness,  when  his  attention 
was  suddenly  caught  by  an  unexpected  apparition. 

The  light  was  now  verging  low,  yet  served  the 
knight  still  to  discern  that  they  two  were  no  longer 
alone  in  the  forc?st,  but  were  closely  watched  by  a 
figure  of  great  height  and  very  thin,  which  skipped 
over  n)rks  and  bushes  with  so  much  agility,  as  added 
to  the  wild  and  hirsute  appearance  of  the  mdividual, 
reminded  him  of  the  fauns  and  silvans,  which  images 
he  had  seen  in  the  ancient  temples  of  Rome.  As  the 
single-hearted  Scotchman  had  never  for  a  moment 
doubtofi  these  gods  of  the  ancient  Grntiles  to  be 
actually  devils,  so  he  now  hesitated  not  to  believe 
that  the  blasphemous  hymn  of  the  Saracen  had 
raised  up  an  infernal  spirit 

"But  what  recks  it!"  said  stout  Sir  Kenneth  to 
himself;  "down  with  the  fiend  and  his  worship- 
pers!" 

.  "  He  did  not,  however,  think  it  necessary  to  give 
the  same  warning  of  defiance  to  two  enemies,  as  he 
would  unquesi  ion  ably  have  aflbrded  to  one.  His 
hand  was  upon  his  mace,  and  perhaps  the  unwary 
Saracen  would  have  been  paid  for  his  Persian  pji>elry, 
by  having  his  brains  dashed  out  on  the  spot  without 
any  reason  assigned  for  it ;  but  the  Scottish  Knight 
was  spared  from  committing  what  would  have  been 
a  sore  blot  in  his  shield  of  arms.  The  apparition,  on 
which  his  eyes  had  been  fixed  for  some  time,  had  at 
first  oppt^ored  to  dog  their  path  by  concealing  itself 

*  Tlio  worthy  and  learned  rWrrman,  by  whom  this  species  of 
hymn  linn  bt-en  tnmalarcd,  deiiireii,  Hint,  for  fear  of  miMininoei>- 
tlon,  WA  should  warn  the  reador  Ui  recoltert,  that  it  is  comp<ispd 
y  a  liMailieii.  to  whom  the  real  eauHes  of  moral  and  physical 
evil  are  unknown,  and  who  views  their  pnHtominance  in  the 
sy«tvin  of  Ute  unnerve,  as  all  immt  view  that  apiNillinf  fact, 
who  have  nf»t  tlie  benotit  of  the  Christian  Re%'elatiun.  On  our 
nw  II  part,  wo  bee  to  add.  Uiat  we  understand  the  strlf  of  the 
trnnitlntor  is  mnro  paraphmstic  than  can  be  approvocf  by  those 
who  arc  nnjunintpd  wiUi  the  /limrularijr  curious  oricinal.  The 
trannlator  seunis  lo  have  despairetl  of  nmderinv  into  Enjriiith 
verse  Uie  fliKht*  of  Oriental  mmtry ;  and,  pcNwibly,  like  many 
learned  and  inipuiious  men,  flndinc  it  imp<Msihle  to  disniver 
Uie  sense  of  the  urifinal,  1m  may  nave  tacitly  substituted  his 
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behind  rocks  and  shrubs,  using  thote  advanUfn  ot 
the  ground  with  great  address,  and  aurmouniin^  iti 
irregularities  with  suri)ri8in;|p  agility.  At  leiigtii,1uK 
as  the  Saracen  paused  in  his  song,  the  figure,  wnick 
was  that  of  a  tall  man  clothed  in  goat-skins,  spnac 
into  the  midst  uf  the  path,  and  setiud  a  rein  of  iki 
Saracen's  bridle  in  either  hand,  confronting  thnsiti 
bearing  back  the  noble  horse,  which,  unable  toendai 
the  manner  in  which  this  sudden  aasailant  preaai 
the  long- armed  bit,  and  the  severe  curb|  whicfa,  m- 
cording  to  the  Eastern  fashion,  waa  a  aolid  iind 
iron,  reared  upright,  and  finally  fell  backwards  on  H 
mastrr,  whfi,  however,  avoided  the  neni  of  theftl 
by  lightly  throwing  himself  to  one  aide. 

The  assailant  then  shifted  his  grasp  from  thebrw 
of  the  horse  to  the  throat  of  the  rider,  flung  bimMif 
above  the  si  niggling  Saracen,  and,  despite  of  hii 
youth  and  activity,  kept  him  undermost,  wreathJat 
his  long  arms  above  those  of  his  priaoner,  who  calM 
out  angrily,  and  yet  half-laughing  at  the  urn  ' 
— "  Hamako— fool— unloose  me— ihia  paaaea 
vilege— unloose  me.  or  I  will  use  my  dagger  I    ,   , 

"Thy  dagser !— infiilel  dog !"  said  the  figure othi 
goai-skin^^^hold  it  in  thy  gripe  if  thou  camtr 
and  in  an  instant  he  wrenched  the  Saracen's  weipoi 
out  of  its  owner's  hand,  and  brandiahed  ii  ov«M 
head. 

"  Help,  Nazarene  !*'  cried  Sbeerkohf;  now  i 
alarmed ;  "  help,  or  the  Hamako  will  alay  me.' 

"Slay  thee!''  replied  the  dweller  of  the  dewtt 
"  and  well  hast  thou  merited  death,  for  aingLOS  d|f 
blasphemous  hymns,  not  only  lo  the  praiae  oi  liqr 
false  prophet,  who  is  the  foul  fiend'a  harbiiisa^Mt 
to  that  of  the  Author  of  Evil  himself." 

The  Christian  Knight  hod  hitherto  looked  00  H 
one  stupified,  so  strangely  had  thia  rencontre  ooDHir 
dieted,  in  its  progress  and  event,  all  that  he  had  pit- 
viously  conjectured.  He  felt,  however,  at  length,  nil 
il  touched  his  honour  to  interfere  in  behalf  onuadi^ 
comfited  companion ;  and  therclbre  addreaaed  Jin- 
self  to  the  victorious  figure  in  the  ooat-akina. 

"  Whosoe'er  thou  art,"  he  saidT  "  and  wheih«  «f 
good  or  of  evil,  know  that  I  am  sworn  for  the  time  ID 
be  true  companion  to  the  Saracen  whom  thoubokUrt 
under  thee:  therefore,  I  pray  thee  to  let  him  ariM^ 
else  I  will  do  battle  with  thee  in  hia  behalf.'* 

"And  a  proper  quarrel  it  were,"  anaweied  IM 
Hamako,  "  for  a  Crusader  to  do  battle  in— for  thi 
sake  of  an  unbapiized  dog  to  combat  one  of  his  am 
holv  faith  !  Art  thou  come  forth  to  the  wildemflHlD 
fiidit  for  the  Crescent  against  the  Croas  1  A  goo4y 
soldier  of  God  art  thou,  to  listen  to  tboae  who  mg 
the  praises  of  Satan !" 

"  Vet,  while  he  spoke  thus,  he  aroae  himad$  ■!■• 
sufTering  the  Soracen  lo  arise  alao,  retumed  hiiD  fail 
cangiar,  or  poniard. 

,  "Thou  seest  to  what  a  point  of  peril  thy  pnmaa^ 
tion  hath  brought  thee."  continues  he  «  the  fpoit* 
skins,  now  addressing  Sneerkohf, "  and  by  what  ««k 
means  thy  practised  skill  and  boasted  agilitv  can  bt 
foiled,  when  such  is  Heaven's  pleasure.  Wheidan^ 
beware,  O  Ilderim !  for  know  that,  were  thers  doI  a 
twinkle  in  the  star  of  thy  nativity,  which  prooNMi 
for  thee  something  that  is  good  and  gracioua  in  Ha- 
ven's good  time,  we  two  tiad  not  parted  till  I  M 
torn  asunder  the  throat  which  so  lately  triUcdfora 
blasphemies." 

"Hamako,"  said  the  Saracen,  without  any  an 

ance  of  resenting  the  violent  language,  and  yet  i 

violent  assault,  to  which  he  had  been  aubjected.  "I 
pray  thee,  good  Hamako,  to  be¥rare  how  Uiou  ooit 
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with  the  spirit  of  prophecy,  yet  I  like  not  other  i 
hands  on  the  bridle  of  my  horse,  neither  upon  myovB 
person.  Speak,  therefore,  what  thou  wilt,  aecm  U 
any  resentment  from  me ;  but  gather  so  much  hdh 
as  to  apprehend,  that  if  thou  snalt  again  proffer  w 
any  violence,  I  will  strike  thy  shagged  heAO  from  thv 
meager  shoulders.— And  to  thee,  friend  Kenoflth. 
he  arldc^,  as  he  remounted  his  ateed.  "  I  must  omi 
say,  that,  in  a  companion  through  the  deaert,  I  bn 
iheadly  dceda  better  than  fair  words.    Of  uu  llfl 
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tboa  hast  sivcn  mc  enough ;  bnt  it  had  been  better 
to  haw  aided  ine  more  rfipecialiv  in  my  stnicj^Ie  with 
This  Hamako,  who  had  well  nif?h  taken  my  life  in  his 
frfniv." 

*'Uy  my  faith,"  said  the  Knis^ht,  'M  did  pomewhat 
fail— was  flomewhat  tardy  in  n^ndoring  thi-e  inBtnnt 
help;  but  the  atranp'niMi  of  thf>  nH.-tnilant,  the  mid- 
denneM  of  the  pcene— it  wan  ns  if  thy  wild  and  wicked 
lay  had  raised  thedrvii  among  us^und  8uch  was  my 
confusion,  that  two  or  throe  minutes  elapsed  ero  I 
could  take  to  my  weapon." 

**  Thou  art  bui  a  cold  and  ronwdoratp  frirnd,"  Raid 
the  Saracen ;  *'  and.  had  the  Hamako  been  one  grain 
more  frantic,  thy  coTnnanion  had  been  slain  by  thy 
side,  to  thy  eternal  dinnonour,  without  thy  Htimng  a 
finsfkT  in  his  aid,  although  tliou  satest  by.  mounted, 
and  in  arms." 

"By  my  word,  Saracen,"  said  the  Chrisrian,  "if 
thou  will  nave  it  in  plain  tennw,  I  thought  that  strange 
figure  waa  the  devil ;  and  being  or  thy  lineage,  I 
knew  not  what  family  secret  you  might  be  commu- 
nicating to  each  othi>r,  as  you  lay  lovingly  rolling 
together  on  the  sand." 

^•Thy  gibe  is  no  answer,  brothpr  Kenneth,"  said 
the  Snracen;  '*for  know,  that  had  mvaxsailant  been 
in  very  de«xl  the  Prince  oif  Darkness,  thou  wert  bound 
not  the  lerc  to  enter  inio  combat  with  him  in  rhy 
eomra(lc*s  behalf.  Know,  also,  that  whatever  there 
may  be  of  foul  or  of  fiendish  about  the  Hamako.  be- 
long*«  more  to  your  lineagi'  than  to  mine;  this  Ham- 
mko  h«-inf?,  in  truth,  the  anchorite  whom  thou  art  come 
hilhrr  to  visit." 

"This!"  said  Sir  Kenneth,  looking  at  I  ho  athletic, 

S»t  wasted  iipire  before  him—" this!— tht)u moekost, 
araren— this  cannot  be  the  venerable  Theodorirk ! 

"  .Ask  himsf  If,  if  thou  will  not  believe  me,"  answer- 
ed ShH.-rkohf ;  and  ere  the  words  had  left  his  mouth, 
the  hermit  gave  evidence  in  his  own  behalf 

"  I  am  Tlie<3*kjrick  of  Kngaddi."  he  said.— "I  am  the 
walker  of  the  desert— I  am  friend  of  the  cross,  and  tlail 
of  all  infidels,  her«.-licH,  and  devil -worshinn<>rs.  .Avoid 
ye,  avoid  ye!— Down  with  Mahound.  Termai^unt, 
and  all  their  adherontHr'->8o  saying,  he  pnlli^l  fn)m 
under  his  slioggy  garment  a  sort  of  flail  or  jointed 
club,  Ininnd  with  iron,  which  he  brandi.Hhinl  round  his 
head  with  singular  dexterity. 

*'Thou  west  thy  saint,"  said  the  Saracen,  laughing, 
Ibr  the  first  time,  at  the  unmitigated  astonishment 
with  which  Sir  Ki  ntieth  looked  on  the  wild  geHtun>H, 
ami  hennl  the  wayward  muttmng  of  TheiNJorick, 
wh<i,  nfti:r  swingin:;  hi.'*  flail  in  every  dinn'ticm.  aii- 

Kn-ntly  quite  reeklt'!<s  whether  it  cnetMinten'a  the 
ad  of  either  of  his  companions,  Anally  showed 
his  own  strength,  and  the  soundness  of  the  we.ipon, 
by  striking  into  fragments  a  lat^c  stone  which  lay 
Dear  hiiii. 

'*ThiJ»  is  a  madman."  said  Sir  Kenneth. 

"Not  the  worse  saint,"  n-furnefi  th«  Moslem,  speak- 
ing according  to  the  well-known  Eastern  belief  that 
madmen  artf  under  the  infliirnce  of  immediate  inspira- 
tion. "  Know,  Christian,  that  when  one  e)'e  is  extin- 
Suished,  the  other  Ix'coines  more  kw^n- when  one 
and  is  nit  ofl*,  the  other  l>ecoines  more  powerful ;  so, 
when  our  reason  in  humon  things  is  disturbed  or 
deatroyvd,  our  view  heavenward  becomes  more  acute 
ami  perfect." 

Here  the  voice  of  the  Saracen  was  drownf^I  in  that 
of  the  hermit,  who  h<'gan  to  halloo  aloud  in  a  wild 
chanting  tone,— "I  am  Theodoriek  of  Kntraddi— I  am 
the  torcn-braiid  of  thedi^'rt  -I  am  the  flail  of  theinfi- 
del« !  The  lion  and  the  leopard  shall  be  mv  comrades, 
and  draw  ni;!h  to  m>;  cell  fi)r  Hheltii'r ;  neither  shall  the 

Eiat  he  afraid  of  their  fangs— I  am  the  torch  and  th<> 
nlern— Kvrie  El<-4«<m !" 

He  cloj«ed  his  song  by  a  short  race,  and  endi  d  that 
•gain  by  three  forwani  bounds,  which  wnuld  have 
done  hirh  great  crfflit  in  a  ir\'mi!nstir  a«*ride!ny,  hut 
becam"  his  charaeti  r  of  hermit  so  inditrereiitlv,  that 
the  Seottish  knight  was  altogether  confoundt^l  und 
bewildered. 

The  Saracen  wvnied  t.»  iinderMlatid  him  l)e!(er.— 
"  Vou  siv,"  he  sairl.  "that  he  expeet^  IH  to  follow 
him  to  his  cell,  which,  indecrl.  is  r.>ir  i>iily  place  of 
Rfugc  for  the  night    Vou   are  .the  Uopaitl,  from 


the  portrait  on  yonr  shield— I  am  the  lion,  as  my 
name  imports--and,  by  the  goat,  alluding  to  his 
ffarb  of  grtat-skins,  he  means  himself  We  must 
keiT)  him  in  sight,  however,  for  he  is  as  fleet  as  a 
dromedary." 

In  fact,  the  task  was  a  difficult  one,  for  though  the 
reverend  guide  stopfied  from  time  to  time,  and  waved 
his  hand,  as  if  to  encourage  them  to  come  on,  yet, 
well  acquainti<i  with  all  the  winding  dells  and  passes 
of  the  des«'rt,  and  giftwl  with  uncommon  activity, 
which,  p<Thaps,  an  un^ttkti  state  of  mind  ke|)t  m 
con.ftaiit  exercis4i,he  led  the  knights  throu(;h  chasms, 
and  along  footpaths,  where  even  the  light-ornu'd 
Saracen,  with  hia  wdl-trainrd  barb,  was  in  (x>nsi<lera- 
bio  risk,  I'nd  where  the  iron-sheathed  Euro[)ean,  and 
his  over-burdetted  horar.*,  found  themselves  in  such 
imminent  peril,  as  the  rider  would  gladly  have  ex- 
changed for  the  dangere  of  a  general  action.  Glad 
he  was  when,  at  length,  after  this  wild  race,  he  be- 
held the  holy  man  who  had  led  it  standing  in  front  of 
a  cavern,  with  a  large  torch  in  his  hand,  com|K>sed  of 
a  piecp  of  wood  dipt  in  bitumen,  which  cast  a  broad 
and  flickering  light,  and  emitted  a  strong  sulphureous 
smell. 

Undeterred  by  the  stiflinc  vapour,  the  knight  threw 
himself  from  his  hon«e  andf  «nter».'d.  the  cavern,  which 
atfordtHi  small  appearance  of  accommodation.  The 
cell  was  divided  into  two  |)arts,  in  the  outward  of 
which  were  an  altar  of  stone,  and  a  cniciflx  made 
of  reeds:  This  ser\-ed  the  anchorite  for  his  chapel. 
On  one  side  of  this  ontwarrl  cave  the  Chriiftian 
knight,  though  not  without  scruple,  arieing  from  re> 
ligious  roven*nce  to  the  objects  around,  fasteneci  up 
hiv  horse,  and  arranged  him  for  the  night,  in  imitni- 
tion  of  the  Saracen.  wh<i  gave  liiin  to  understand  that 
such  was  the  custom  of  ti'.e  place.  The  hermit,  mean 
while,  wos  busied  Duftiig  his  inner  apartment  in 
order  to  receive  hisgucsiri,  and  there  they  scMm  ioined 
him.  At  the  l)ottorn>  oi  the  r.utiT  cave,  a  small  ap«'r- 
ture,  clof;<<<1  ^f  iih  a  door  of  rough  plank,  led  into  the 
sleeping-apartment  of  the  herm>,  which  was  more 
nmimodious.  The  floor  had  been  brou'^ht  to  a  rough 
level  by  the  lalv>ur  of  the  inhabitant,  and  then  strewed 
with  white  sand,  which  he  daily  sprinkled  with  water 
frt»m  a  small  fountain  which  hiihbUd  out  of  the  rock 
in  one  cjirner.  aflbrding,  in  that  stifling  climate,  re- 
freshment alike  to  the  ear  and  the  taste.  Mattresses, 
wniuuht  of  twisted  flags,  lav  by  the  side  of  the  cell; 
the  smJcs,  like  the  fl(M)r,  had  hecn  roughly  brought  to 
shape,  ami  several  herbs  and  ffuwers  were  hung 
around  them.  Two  waxen  torches,  which  the  hermit 
lightetl,  gave  a  cheerful  air  to  the  place,  which  was 
renden  ifagm'able  by  its  fragrance  and  coolness. 

Then-  were  impk'nients  of  lalNHir  in  one  corner  of 
the  apartment,  in  the  other  was  a  niche  for  a  rude 
statue  of  the  Virvin.  A  table  and  two  chairs  showed 
that  thev  must  be  the  handiwork  of  the  anchorite, 
being  diflTerent  in  their  form  from  Oriental  accom- 
modations. The  former  was  ci»vered,  not  only  with 
lYvvIs  and  pulse,  but  also  with  dried  flesh,  which 
ThiHNlorick  assiduously  placed  in  such  arrangement 
as  should  invite  the  appetite  of  his  guests.  This 
appearance  of  courtesy,  though  mute,  and  expressed 
by  ^estun*  only,  seemed  to  Sir,  Kenneth  something 
entirely  irn»concilable  with  his  former  wild  and 
violent  demeatKnir.  The  movements  of  the  hermit 
were  now  lM*coiiie  composed,  and  appan^ntly  it  was 
only  a  sense  of  n-lisnoiM  humiliation  which  prevented 
his'featun's,  eniac*iated  as  they  were  by  his  austere 
mode  of  life,  from  being  majostic  and  noble.  He  trodc 
Ilia  cell,  as  one  who  seemed  bom  to  rule  over  men, 
hut  who  had  aNlicated  his  empire  to  b*»cc»me  the  ser- 
vant of  Hitiven.  Siill,  it  must  b«f  allowed  that  his 
K'gantic  sizi*.  the  length  of  his  unshaven  locks  and 
•art!,  and  the  fire  of  a  d(«ep-M't  ond  wild  eye,  wen^ 
rather  attributes  of  a  soldier  than  of  a  recluse. 

Even  the  Saracen  sw-meil  t«»  regard  th"  anchorite 
Willi  some  veneration,  while  be  was  thu^  employed, 
and  he  whiMoered  in  a  low  tone  to  Sir  Kenneth 
"The  Hain:iko  is  now  in  his  iM-tti-r  mind,  I -it  he  will 
not  speak  until  we  have  eaten— such  is  his  •  ow." 

It  was  in  silence,  ncconlinjjly,  that  Tl  codorick 
motiontnl  to  the  Scot  to  takf!  his  p1aci>  on  oi  e  of  the 
low  chairs,  while  Shoerkohf  placed  himaelC  nftertha 
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CQStom  of  ilia  nntion,  *j|Jon  a  ciif*hion  of  mn\i*.  Tiio 
hermit  then  helii  up  Inith  handn.  ah  it'  blf^ssin;;  iht* 
FffrunhniPiit  which  he  had  phici'd  hefure  his  piii'^ttf, 
ami  they  prnce>-<led  to  cat  in  nik'nro  h»  )iroi'oiiii(l  nn 
his  own.  To  rh  ?  SarnciMi  this  frravify  wjia  nnturaL 
anJ  the  Chritftifin  imitated  his  tariturnity.  whik'  he 
empidyed  hJA  ihou^fits  on  the  ftinindarity  of  hix  own 
mtuntion,  nini  the  e.^ntratit  butwixt  the  wild,  fnnoua 
^eslieulation.'),  IimkI  rrieA,  ami  fierce  netion:*  of  Theo- 
dorici<L«  wiieri  tluiy  tir«l  rmU  iiiin,  and  tho  d'tniure, 
iti)lenin,  dt:cor<)u8  nH^iduity  with  whicli  iie  now  per- 
formed thf^  duties  of  lioH[>itaiity. 

When  ihf'ir  ni<'al  wa?  enHe<f,  the  licriiiit,  wlio  had 
not  hiniM'If  fa  ten  a  niorM'l,  removed  thii  fra^menta 
fffm  the  talile,  and  pi^icinK  before  th>'  Snraivn  a 
««i teller  of  ahirbet,  asaigiurd  to  tiie  Scot  u  Uat*k  of 
wine. 

"Drinl<,"  he  eaid,  "  my  chiiiiren."— they  were  the 
first  words  h»»  had  ajviken,— ;"  the  i^ifta  of  G%Hi  are  to 
iieenjoywi,  when  the  Giver  is  rcmembere<l." 

Having  saici  this,  ha  retinal  to  tlie  outward  cell, 
proiiaidy  for  perforninnco  of  his  devotionn,  and  lefi 
nia  guest?  together  in  the  iiim;r  apartment ;  wlien  Sir 
Kennefh  Midi'avtmnti,  liy  various  qiicsiionj*,  to  draw 
frt)ni  8h«<erkohf  what  tliiit  Cniir  linew  conivrnin^  his 
host.  Hrt  was  mtep-sTixi  l)y  more  than  nn  re  cnrioyity 
in  these  inqiiirii^  Ditrieiilt  as  it  was  to  re''oiicile  the 
outrageous  demranour  of  the  rtH^luse  at  liis  first  ap- 
pearance, to  hispres«;nt  humble  and  placid  l)ehaviour, 
It  seemed  yet  more  impossible  to  ihinli  it  consiaient 
with  the  hii^h  e^nsklfTaiion  in  which,  aeconlini;  to 
what  Sir  Kenneth  had  learned,  thia  hermit  was  held 
l)y  the  most  enliuhiened  divines  of  the  f'hristian 
world.  ThfMKioriek,  the  hermit  of  Kn^addi,  had,  in 
that  rinracter,  bec-n  the  cornspondent  of  p«>pes  nnd 
councils:  to  whom  iiis  letters,  full  of  eloquetii  fer- 
vour, had  descrihtsi  the  fiii»eri«'s  imposed  i»y  the  un- 
believers upon  the  Latin  Christians  in  tiic  Holy  Land, 
in  cuiours,  eorirco  inferior  to  those  employed  at  the 
Council  of  ("lermont  by  the  Hermit  Peter,  when  he 
preached  the  first  Crusade.  To  find,  in  a  person  so 
reverend,  and  so  much  reverr;d,  the  frantic  gestures 
of  a  mad  fnkir,  indur>ed  the  Christian  knight  to  pause 
ere  he  could  resolve  to  coinmunicnie  to  him  certain 
impf)rtaiir  matters,  which  he  liad  in  charge  from  some 
of  I  he  leaders  of  the  Cnisade. 

It  had  bi'^en  a  main  uWuhm  of  Sir  Kenneth's  pil- 
gnmagi>,  nttomprei.i  l)y  a  route  so  umisual,  to  make 
such  commiinieatioiis;  but  what  he  had  that  night 
seen  induciHl  him  'o  paastt  and  n^tlect  fire  he  pro- 
eecdeii  to  the  execution  of  his  commi*'sij)n.  From 
the  Emir  h'.-  eouM  not  extr.ict  much  information, 
but  the  general  tenor  was  ns  I'ollows  .--That,  as  lie 
had  heard,  the  hermit  had  been  once  a  brave  and 
valiant  soldier,  wi^te  in  council,  and  fortunate  in 
hatUe, .which  last  he  coubl  t.ni'iily  Ih-Iicvk  from  the 
great  strength  and  agility  which  he  had  often  s«vn  i 
him  di.«nlay;— that  he  had  anitenn^I  at  Jerusalem 
ii:  the  character  not  of  a  pilgrim,  but  in  that  of  one 
wiio  had  devotiHJ  himself  to  dwell  for  tho  remainder 
of  his  life  in  the  Holy  Land.  Shortly  afterward.*, 
he  tixi»<i  his  r«sid'»nce  amid  tbe  sei-nesof  desolation 
where  lh«y  now  found  hioi.  rospjH-tefi  by  the  Latins 
for  hisaiistiTe  devotion,  and  by  the  Turks  and  Arabs 
on  account  of  the  symf>toiiis  of  inRanity  which  he 
dis))layed,  and  which  they  ascribed  to  inspiration.  It 
was  from  them  he  had  the  name  of  Hamoko,  which 
expresses  such  a  c.hanictcr  in  the  Turkish  langintgc. 
Sheurkohf  himself  stremetl  at  n  loss  how  to  rank 
their  host.  He  had  been,  he  said,  a  wi.^^  man,  and 
could  oft'n  for  many  hours  tosrethcr  speak  les>H>ns  of 
virtue  or  wisdom,  without  the  slightest  aupenraiice 
of  inaccuracy.  At  other  times  he  wmh  wild  and  vio- 
lent, i>ut  never  bi-fiire  had  he  seen  him  so  mischie- 
vously disposrti  as  he  had  that  day  a[.pearrti  to  bo. 
His  rnue  was  chiefly  provoked  by  nny  adnint  to  his 
rehgion;  and  there  was  a  story  (if  s^mip  wandirinz 
.•Irahs,  who  had  insulted  hi;  worship  and  dctfiuud  his 
nitar,  and  whom  he  had  on  that  account  attackid 
and  slain  with  the  short  flail,  which  be  carrictl  with 
iiim  in  lieu  of  all  other  weapons.  This  incident  had 
made  a  great  noisr*,  and  it  was  as  much  the  fear  of 
the  hermit's  iron  flail,  as  regard  for  his  character  as  a 
Hamako  which  caiiae<i  the  rovioK  tribes  to  xeipect 


his  dwx'lhng  and  his  chapel.  H\n  fume  had  fpmdw 
fur,  that  Suiadin  had  i.ssued  particular  orders  thithe 
should  In*  spared  and  protected.  He  himself^  and 
(itlit.T  Mo^bfin  lonb:  nfrnnk.  bad  visitt^  the  cell  mora 
than  once,  partly  from  curiosity,  partly  that  ihey 
expt.i'iiHi  from  a  man  so  iearnra  as  the  Christita 
Hamako.  fome  insight  into  the  eecretg  of  futurity. 
"He  hau,"  continued  the  Saracen,  "a  rashid,  or 
observatory,  of  great  height,  contrived  to  view  the 
heavenly  b<Miies,  and  particularly  the  planetary  vys- 
lem  :  by  wliosf  mi>v<  im  nts  and  influencefl,  as  both 
Christian  and  Moslem  hi  lieved,  the  course  of  human 
cvi  nis  was  regulated,  nnd  might  be  predictt;d." 

This  was  ilic  substanci:  of  the  Emir  Sheerkohfs 
information,  and  it  left  Sir  Kenneth  in  doubt  whethef 
the  character  of  insanity  ancise  from  the  occasional 
(jxcessive  fervour  of  the  hermit's  leal,  or  wlietherit 
was  not  altogether  fictitious,  and  a»umod  for  the 
sake  of  the  immunities  which  it  atRtrded.  Vet  it 
flCT'iiied  that  the  infidels  had  carriel  their  compiai- 
sance  towards  him  to  an  uncommon  length,  conji< 
dering  the  fanatir-ismof  the  fulhiwersof  Mohamincd, 
in  tbe  midst  of  whom  he  was  living,  though  tbe  pro* 
fessed  eiKMiiy  of  their  faith.  He  thought  also  tncra 
was  more  intimacy  of  acQuaintunce.  between  the  her- 
mit and  the  Snrac<-n,  than  the  words  of  the  latter  had 
induced  him  to  anticipate;  and  it  had  not  escaped 
him,  that  the  former  had  calltnl  the  latter  by  a  name 
difTervnt  fnim  thai  which  hi;  hiin»4f  had  assumed. 
.\11  these  CI  ui  si  derations  authorized  caution,  if  not 
suspicion.  Hi*  determineil  to  observe  his  host  closely, 
ami  not  to  be  over  liiisty  in  communicnting  with  bim 
on  the  important  charge  intnistod  to  hitn. 

"  l)<fwan',  Saracen,"  he  said ;  **  melhiiiks  our  host's 
imagination  wanders  as  well  on  the  subiect  of  nanus 
as  upon  other  matters.  Thy  name  is  8ueerkohf|  aod 
he  called  tht>e  but  now  by  another." 

"  My  name,  when  in  the  tent  of  my  father,"  rcpjied 
the  Kurdman,  "was  Ilderim,  and  by  this  I  am  still 
distiiuuishtd  by  many.  In  the  fi<-Id,  and  to  flf>ldi6ffi,  I 
am  known  as  the  Lion  of  the  Mountain,  hdnc  ihs 
name  my  good  sword  haih  won  for  ine.—But  nush. 
the  Hamako  comes  -it  is  to  warn  us  to  rest-^I 
know  iiid  custom— none  must  watch  him  at  hif 
vigik" 

Tlic  anchorite  accordingly  en ten>d,  and  folding  hu 
arms  on  his  bos4)m  as  he  stood  i)efore  them,  staid  with 
a  solenm  vniee,— "Ulesfl(.>d  bfi  His  name,  who  bath 
apfxiinted  the  quiet  ninht  to  follow  the  busy  day,  and 
the  calm  tleep  to  refresh  the  wearied  limbs,  and  to 
comrHiSiMbe  troublH  snirit !" 

Kotli  warriors  rcjiliea  ".Amen!"  and,  arising  firom 
the  table,  prepared  to  partake  themselves  to  ths 
touches,  which  their  hu^t  indicatird  liy  waving  Iw 
hand,  as,  making  a  mvcFcuce  to  eacli,  he  aaain  witb- 
dri?w  fiMMi  the  aimrtMient. 

The  King  of  the  L^cipard  then  disarmed  bimsslf of 
his  h#»avy  panoplv,  his  Sarai-cn  companion  kindly 
Biisisting  him  to  undo  his  buckler  and  clai^ps,  untilhs 
reinaincd  in  the  close  dnsrf  of  chamois  leatner,  whidi 
kniglits  and  men-at-arms  usihI  to  wr-ar  under  their 
harncsF.  The  Saracen,  if  he  iiad  admired  the  stxvngth 
of  his  adversarv  wh'n  sheathed  in  steel,  was  now  no 
less  struck  witii  tho  accuracy  of  proportion  displaT<d 
in  his  nervous  and  well-compacted  figuro.  'Theknighf, 
on  the  other  hand,  as,  in  exchange  of  courtesy,  be 
assisted  the  .Saracin  to  disrobe  himself  of  his  upper 
garments,  that  he  might  slei'p  with  more  conve- 
nieiicc,  was  on  his  side  at  a  lo^s  to  c<mceive  how  todi 
slender  proportions,  and  siimness  of  figure,  could  bo 
reconciled  with  the  vigour  he  had  displayed  in  per- 
sonal contest. 

Each  warrior  praved,  ere  ho  addrcsned  himself  to 
his  placo  of  rest.  Thy  M(»slem  turned  towards  bis 
kcbla^  the  point  to  which  the  pray^T  of  each  follosrer 
of  the  Prophet  was  to  be  ad<in=>sso4i^  nnd  tnurmand 
his  heathen  orison?,  while  the  f'hristinn,  withdrawing 
from  the  con'amination  of  the  infidel  s  nri.'rhbour- 
ho<Kl.  plaeed  his  huge  croKs-handled  Bword  upright 
anfl  kneelin;;;  before  it  as  the  sisni  of  salvation,  tbkl 
hi?  roaary  with  a  devotion  which  was  enhanced  br 
the  recollection  of  the  scenes  thmugh  which  he  hatt 
passed,  and  the  dangers  from  which  he  had  been 
n^scued  in  the  courdoof  tbeday.  Both  warriors,  worn 
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hy  toil  and  (nvcl,  were  soon  fiiot  nulccpk  eauli  oa  his 
aapante  pallet. 


CHAPTER  IV. 

KsTncrrH,  the  Scot,  was  uncertain  how  long  his 
senses  had  n<.*rn  Inst  in  profound  rvposL*,  when  he  wns 
mused  to  rtt'oilrction  by  n  sense  ofoppri'Ssion  on  his 
rhest,  which  nt  first  stiKgcsted  a  fltttinK  drenm  of 
Arocdinic  with  n  powertul  opponent,  ana  at  len^h 
rc-caUi'd  him  fully  to  his  scnites.  He  wos  about  to 
demand  who  was  there,  when,  opening  his  eyes,  he 
hcnelil  the  fi^ire  of  the  anchoriti.-,  wild  and  savaue- 
looking  as  wc  luive  described  him.  standing  by  his 
bedside,  and  (m^iwins  his  rifzht  hnna  u|M>n  his  breast, 
while  he  held  a  small  silver  lamp  in  the  other. 

**'  Be  silent,"  said  the  hermit,  as  the  prostrate  knight 
looked  up  in  surprise ;  '*  I  have  that  to  say  to  you 
which  yonder  infidel  must  not  hear." 

Th«  m*ords  he  spoke  in  the  French  Ianpiias;e,  and 
not  in  the  Linpnn  Franca,  or  compound  of  Eastern 
and  Eurofiean  dialects,  which  had  hitherto  been  used 
amonjzst  them. 

•*  Arise,"  he  continued,  "put  on  thy  mantle— speak 
not,  hut  trend  liKhily,  and  follow  me." 

Sir  Kenneth  arose,  and  took  his  sword. 

"Ir  needs  not,"  answered  the  anchorite,  in  a  whis- 
per; **  we  are  goin^  where  spiritual  arms  avail  much, 
and  fleshly  weapons  are  but  as  the  leed  and  the  de- 
caved  pTMird." 

Tlie  kniidit  deposited  his  sword  by  the  bedside  as 
before,  and.  armr-d  only  with  his  dn^:;(:r,  from  which 
in  tliis  perilous  country  he  never  parted,  prepared  to 
■trend  nis  mysterious  host. 

The  hormit  then  moved  slowly  forwards,  and  was 
followed  by  the  knight,  still  under  some  uncertainty 
whether  the  dark  form  which  glided  on  before  to  show  i 
him  the  path,  was  not,  in  fact,  the  creation  of  a  dis-  ' 
nnbed  dream.  Thov  passed,  like  shadows,  into  the  ! 
onter  opartmt  nt,  without  disturbing  the  paynini  Emir, 
who  lay  still  buried  in  repose.  Uefore  the  cross  and  | 
iliar,  in  the  outward  room,  a  lamp  was  still  burning, 
1  missal  was  displnyed,  and  on  the  floor  lay  a  disci- 
pline or  ptmitrntinl  scourge  of  small  cord  and  wire, 
the  lashes  of  which  were  recently  staimtl  with  blood, 
a  token,  no  doubt,  of  the  severe  p^'nance  of  the  re- 
duse.  Here  Tluwdorick  kneelt»d  down,  and  pointed 
iQthe  knight  to  take  his  place  beside  him  upon  the 
«harp  flints,  which  seemed  plncetl  for  the  purpose  of 
rendcrinis  Hur  posture  of  revereiitinl  di-xoiion  as  uneasy 
as  po^sib!^ :  he  rend  many  prayers  of  I  ho  Catholic 
Church,  and  chnntftl,  in  a  low  but  ennie."l  voice,  thrte 
of  the  peniirntial  psalms.  Tlie.«»e  last  he  intermixed 
«nth  si^hs  mill  t<'ars,  nnd  ctinviilsive  throbs,  which 
Sow  witiies*  how  deeply  ln'  fdl  the  divine  poolry 
which  he  nn-itrd.  Tl»^  Scottish  kiii^fht  assisted  with 
Profound  sincerity  nt  these  acts  of  devotion,  his  opin- 
ons  of  his  host  bt^^iinning.  in  iho  mean  lime,  to  Ik*  so 
liuch  rhanjjo'J,  tlini  he  doubted  whrther,  from  the 
se^-crity  of  liispmance,  nnd  the  nnlour  of  his  prayers, 
le  ouj(ht  not  to  regard  him  as  n  saint ;  nnd  when  they 
irose  fn»m  th»'gn)iind,  he  »\khh\  with  n-verencj*  before 
lini,  as  a  pupil  In-fore  an  honoured  master.  The  her- 
mit was  on  his  side  silent  and  abstractt^d,  fur  the 
^wce  of  a  few  minutes. 

••  Look  into  ytmder  recess  my  son,"  he  paid,  point- 
ing to  the  fnrtHt-r  comer  of  the  cell ;  "  there  thou  wilt 
find  a  vtril—  brint;  it  hither." 

The  knight  obeyed;  and,  in  a  small  aperture  cut 
out  of  the  wall,  nnd  secure«l  with  a  door  of  wicker,  ^ 
he  found  the  veil  inquired  for.    >Vh«!n  he  brought  it  i 
to  ilvi  li.^rht.  he discovind  tluit  it  was  torn, and  soih-d 
in  some  pinery  with  some  dark   suboiance.     The  ! 
anch'irite  looked  nt  it  with  a  dr^ep  but  smothenMl  | 
•^motion,  nnd  rro  he  could  spink  to  the  Sc^>iiish  , 
kniL'ht,  wijs  ronipelled  to  vent  his  fillings  in  a  con- 
vt]l.«4ve  groan. 

"Thou  art  now  about  to  look  upon  the  richest 
freasure  that  ilio  ••arth  possesw?!,"  he  at  length  ssiid : 
"wo  is  me,  that  my  eyes  are  unworthy  to  be  liftecl 
towards  it !  Alas  !  1  am  but  the  vile  and  despisitl 
HKti,  which  points  out  to  the  wearied  traveller  a  bar- 
tnai  of  rest  and  accurity,  but  muat  itaelf  remain  for 
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ever  without  doors.  In  vnin  have  I  ficd  to  the  very 
depths  of  the  HK'ks,  and  the  very  boM^m  of  the  thirsty 
desert.  Mine  em iiiy  haih  foiinci  me— evt^n  he  wlioui 
I  have  denicvl  has  pursued  me  to  my  fortresKs!" 

Hepnusfd  again  fur  n  moment,  und  turning  to  thd 
Scottish  knight,  said  in  a  firmer  tone  of  voice.  "  You 
bring  me  a  grei;tin«  from  Richard  of  England  ?" 

"  I  come  from  the  Council  of  Christian  Princes," 
said  the  knight ;  "  but  the  King  of  England  beintf 
indisposed,  I  am  not  honoured  with  his  Majesty^ 
commands." 

"  Your  token  ?"  demanded  the  recluse. 

Sir  Kenneth  he. sitji ted— former  sus^ucions,  and  the 
marks  of  insanity  which  the  hermit  had  formerly 
exhibited,  rushed  suddenly  on  his  thoughts;  but  how 
sust>ect  a  man  whose  manners  were  so  saintly'? — 
**  My  pass-wortl,"  he  said  at  length,  "is  this— Kings 
bcpgifl  of  a  l)egKar." 

It  is  right, '  wiid  the  hermit,  while  he  paused  i 
"  I  know  you  well ;  but  the  sentinel  upon  his  iH)St— 
and  mine  is  an  important  one— challenges  friend  88 
well  as  foe." 

He  then  moved  forward  with  the  lama  leading  the 
way  into  the  room  which  they  had  left.  The  Sarncen 
lay  on  his  couch,  still  fast  asft^ep.  The  hermit  paused 
by  his  side,  and  looked  down  on  him. 

"  He  sleeps  "  he  said,  "  in  darkness,  and  roust  not 
be  awakened." 

The  attitude  of  the  Emir  did  indeed  convey  the  idea 
of  profound  n!pose.  One  arm,  flung  across  his  body, 
as  he  lay  with  his  face  hnlf  turned  to  the  wall,  con- 
cealed,  with  its  Irtosc  and  long  slettve,  the  greater 
part  of  his  face ;  but  the  high  forihead  was  yet  visible. 
Its  nerves,  which  during  his  waking  hours  were  bo 
uncommonly  active,  were  now  motionless,  as  if  the 
face  hud  boen  composed  of  dark  marble,  and  his  long 
silken  eyelashes  closed  over  his  piercing  and  hawk- 
like eyes.  I'he  open  and  relaxed  hand,  and  the  deep, 
regular,  and  soft  breathing,  gave  all  tokens  of  the 
most  profound  repose.  The  slumberer  formed  a  sin- 
gular  group  along  with  the  tall  forms  of  the  hermit 
tn  his  shagg)-  dress  of  goar-skins,  bearing  the  lamp, 
and  the  knignt  in  his  cIorc  leathern  coat ;  the  former 
with  an  austere  expression  of  ascetic  gloom,  thu  latter 
with  anxious  curiosity  deeply  imprefised  on  his  manly 
features. 

"  He  sleeps  soundly,"  said  the  hermit,  in  the  same 
iow  tone  as  b(.>fore,  and  re{H-ating  the  words,  though 
he  had  changr'd  the  meaninu  from  that  which  is  literal 
to  a  metaphf)rical  sense,—"  He  slet  ps  in  darkness,  but 
there  shall  be  for  him  a  day-sprinir.— O,  Ilderim,  thy 
wnking  thoughts  are  yet  as  vnin  and  wikl  as  those 
which  are  wheeling  incir  giddy  dance  through  thy 
sleeping  bruin ;  hut  the  truriinct  shall  be  heard,  and 
the  dream  slutll  be  dissolved." 

"  So  snvum,  and  makmg  the  knight  a  sign  to  follow 
him,  the  hermit  went  townnis  the  altar,  and,  passing 
l)ehind  it,  presstd  a  spring,  which,  opening  without 
noisL>,  showed  a  small  iron  d(H>r  wrou^^ht  in  the  side 
of  the  cavern,  so  as  to  be  almost  imperceptible,  unless 
upon  the  most  severe  scrutiny.  The  hermit,  ere  bo 
ventured  fidiv  to  opi^n  the  dor>r,  drojit  some  oil  on  the 
liins^es,  w  hieh  the  lamp  supplied.  A  small  staircase, 
hewn  in  the  rock,  was  discoven^l,  when  the  iron  door 
was  a t  leni'th  completely  OF enetl. 

"  Take  the  veil  which  I  hold,"  said  the  hormit,  in  8 
melancholy  tone,  "and  blind  mine  eyes;  for  1  may 
not  look  fin  the  treasure  which  thou  art  presently  to 
bcthold,  without  sin  and  presumption." 

Without  reply,  the  knight  hastily  muflM  the  re- 
rinse's  head  in  the  veil,  and  the  latter  began  to  ascend 
the  Htairensc  as  one  too  much  aceustonu-d  to  the  way 
to  ni|uire  the  utut  of  light,  while  at  the  Mame  time  1m 
held  the  lamp  to  the  Scot,  who  followed  him  fof 
many  ste^is  up  the  narrow  n.«cent.  At  length  they 
H'steil  in  a  small  vault  of  irretjulnr  form,  in  one  nook 
of  which  the  staircafie  terniinnted.  while  'n  another 
<orni.r  a  eiirresjMnnliiii:  stair  was  seen  to  "ontinue 
theaJBceni.  In  a  thin!  nniile  was  a  <ioihic  d»)or,  very 
rudely  ornamented  with  the  Uhunl  attributes  of  elu»- 
tered  columns  and  carving,  and  defended  by  a  wickei, 
stniiigly  gunrde<l  with  iron,  and  studded  with  large 
nails.  To  this  Inst  point  the  hermit  directed  his  su-pii 
which  seemed  to  ftlter  aa  be  opproached  iu 
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•'  Put  off  thy  ahoos,"  ne  jwid  to  his  attendant ;  "the 
ground  on  whrrh  thou  fitnndeM  ts  holy.  Banish  from 
thy  innermost  heart  var-h  profant?  and  canial  thought, 
for  to  harSour  auch  while  in  ihia  place,  were  a  deadly 
impiety." 

The  kni;;ht  Inid  aside  hi:*  Mioea  as  he  wna  com- 
iTianded,  nnd  thf  hermit  srood  in  the  nif*an  while  aa  if 
comiiiiinin?^  with  his  wul  in  sorret  prayer,  and  when 
he  a;?ain  moved,  romnia;ided  the  kniu;nt  to  kn'M!k  at 
the  wicket  tlirce  timi'B.  Hu  flid  so.  Tlie door  opcm'd 
8ponran«ou.«ly,  at  kast  Sir  Kennfth  fMhuld  no  one, 
and  his  aen^cs  wt-re  at  oncn  aasailed  by  ii  Rtrenin  of 
the  purest  JiRht,  and  by  a  strrm^  and  ntmosl  opprea*- 
ive  sense  of  the  richest  perfumes.  He  stepped  two  or 
three  paces  bnek,  and  it  was  the  space  of  a  minute  ere 
he  recoverwl  theda7.7lin;^and  ovorpowcrinij  effeciaof 
the  siiddi'n  chan.£?e  from  darkness  to  lijzhi. 

When  lie  enlcr"d  the  anartmont  in  which  this  bril- 
liant lustrt;  was  displayed,  he  pereeivpd  that  tho  li?hr 
proceeded  from  a  combination  of  ailver  lamps,  tvtl 
with  purest  oil,  and  sending  forth  the  rirhest  (xlonra, 
hanging  hy  silver  chains  from  the  roof  of  a  small 
Gothic  chapel,  hewn,  like  most  part  of  the  hermit's 
singular  man!<ion,  out  of  the  sound  and  solid  rock. 
But,  whereas,  in  every  other  placn  which  Sir  Kenneth 
had  stHJU,  the  labour  employed  upon  the  rock  harl  been 
of  the  simplest  and  coarsest  deacrintbn,  it  had  in  this 
chajK'l  employed  the  invention  and  thi*  chisela  of  the 
most  able  architects.  The  groined  roofs  rose  from  six 
columns  <m  each  aide,  carved  with  the  rarest  skill ; 
and  the  manner  in  which  the  crossings  of  the  con- 
cave arches  were  lK>und  together,  as  it  were,  wiih 
appropriate  ornaments,  were  all  in  the  finest  tone  of 
the  architecture,  and  of  the  ape.  Corresponding  to 
the  lino  of  pillars,  there  were  on  each  side  six  richly 
wrought  niche  -^  each  of  which  contaiwd  the  image 
of  one  of  t)ie  twelve  apostles. 

At  the  upper  and^  eastern  end  of  the  chapel  stood 
the,  altar,  behind  which  a  very  rich  airtain  of  Persian 
silk,  embroiden*d  deeply  with  gold,  covered  a  recvss, 
containing,  unrjuestionably,  somr*  image  or  relic  of  no 
ordinary  sanctity,  in  honour  of  whom  this  singular 
place  of  worship  had  been  orpcle^J.  Under  thn  per- 
Mia.nion  tiiai  this  must  hv  the  caac,  the  kni^riit  ad- 
Tanced  to  the  ahrine,  and  km^cling  down  before  it, 
repeated  his  devotions  with  fervency,  diirin;.'  which 
his  attpntion  was  disturbed  by  ih-  curtain  being  sud- 
denly raised,  or  rather  pulled  asitle,  how  or  b\''  whom 
he  saw  not ;  but  in  the  niche  which  was  tlius  dis- 
clo*H^.  he  beheld  a  cabinet  of  silver  and  ebony,  with 
a  double  folding  door,  the  whole  formed  into  the 
miniature  rpsf^mblance  of  a  GJolhic  rhurch. 

As  he  g:«z..tl  with  anxioiiH  curiosity  on  the  shrine, 
the  two  folding  doors  also  flew  open,  di»c.)vering  a 
large  pi*.»ce  of  wood,  on  which  were  blazoned  the 
wonls  Vera.  Taex,  at  the  sime  timi'  a  choir  of  femile 
voices  sung  Gloria  Patri.  The  inst:int  the  strain 
had  censed,  the  shrine  was  cli)}*e<l,  and  the  curtain 
again  drawn,  and  tlie  knight  who  knelt  at  the  altar 


he  reared  himself  from  th<>  grmziid,  drew  back  from 
the  threshold  on  which  he  had  hitherto  lain  prascnt% 
and  c.losi^l  the  do«)rof  the  chapel,  which,  seoun-d  Inrt 
.snririg  bol!  within,  the  snap  of  which  roAiunoed 
through  the  place  appeared  so  much  like  a  part  td 
the  living  roi  k  from  whii*h  the  cavern  was  hewn* 
that  Kenneth  could  hardly  discia-n  where  the  apertnr 
had  been.  He  was  now  aUtne  in  the  lighted  chapti, 
which  contained  the  relic  to  which  he  had  lately  n* 
dered  his  homage,  without  other  arma  than  hit«da|OBK 
or  other  companion  than  his  pious  tbot^gbta  aM 
dauntless  courage. 

Uncertain  what  was  next  to  happen,  but  rentfai 
to  abide  the  course  of  events,  Sir  Kenneth  pacvd,ikt 
solitary  chapel,  till  about  the  time  of  the  earliBtt 
eock-crowing.  At  this  dead  aimson,  when  ni^t  tai 
moniing  met  together,  be  heard,  but  from  what  qou^ 
ter  he  could  not  discover,  the  sound  of  such  a  aRiaO 
silver  bell  as  is  rung  at  the  elevation  of  the  houL  m 
the  eeremonv,  or  sacrifice,  as  it  has  been  called^  of 
the  mass.  The  hour  and  the  place  rendered  thesood 
fearfiilly  solemn,  and,  bold  as  he  wa.«,  the  kninl 
withdrew  himself  into  the  fnnlKT  nook  of  the  cmA 
at  the  end  opposite  to  the  altar,  in  order  to  ob«rr% 
^%nthout  interruption,  the  consoqueooefl  of  tliia  iiM- 
pwtetl  signal. 

He  did  not  wait  long  ere  the  silken  curtain  wH 
again  withilrawn,  and  the  relic  again  presented  M 
his  view.  As  he  sunk  reverentially  on  his  knfe,H 
h«anl  the  aound  of  the  laud^  or  earliest  otfice  of  thi 
('ntholie  church,  sung  by  female  voici'W,  which  oaiul 
togpther  in  the  performant^e  aa  ibey  had  done  lo  m 
former  service.  The  knight  was  soon  a  war«  that  thi 
voices  were  no  longer  stationary  in  thedistaneb,btf 
approached  the  chapel  and  became  bi'der.  wtitai 
door,  imperceptible  when  closed,  like  that  hy  wbin 
he  had  nimsKlf  entered,  opened  on  the  other  fide  el 
the  vault,  and  gave  the  tones  of  the  choir  nwic  nm 
to  swell  along  the  ril>bad  arches  of  the  roof.  , 

The  kniuht  fixed  his  eyes  on  the  opcnini;  wa 
breathless  anxiety,  and,  cimtinuinR  to  kneel  in  m 
attitude  of  devotion  which  the  place  and  sceiM» 
qxiiTt^y  expected  the  consi^ucncc  of  these  pnpi^ 
lions.  A  procession  appeared  about  to  issue  from  m 
door.  First,  four  beautiful  boya,  whose  arms,  necii 
and  legs  were  bare,  Bh«)wing  the  bronze  cotnpleiiai 
of  the  East,  and  contrasting  with  the  snow-wMRi 
tunics  which  ihcy  wore^  entered  the  chap»*l,  by  rat 
and  two.  The  first  pair  bore  censers,  whkA  WBf 
swung  from  side  to  side,  adding  double  fragranee » 
the  odours  with  which  the  chapel  abieady  wati» 
pn»gnattv|.    Tlk*  second  pair  acattercd  flowem 

After  t}wse  followed,  in  due  and  majesdc  order.  IH 
females  who  composed  the  choir;  six,  who,  fromdMir 
black  sitapulnries.  and  black  veils  over  their  vfaili 
garments,  appeared  to  lie  professed  nuns  of  ibeonkr 
of  Mmint  Camiel;  and  as  inaiiy  whose  veil*  hmg 
whire,  an;u«tl  them  to  be  novices,  or  occasional  iB; 
habit;mf  !4  in  the  cloister,  who  were  not  as  yet  I 


might  now  continue  hisdevoti«)n«undisturi)"*i^in  hon-  \  to  it  by  vows.    The  former  held  iii  their  hands  lup 

' j  rosaries,  while  the  younger  and  lifter  tigures  wM 

followefl  carried  each  a  chiplet  oif  rod  and 


our  of  the  holy  relic  which  had  been  just  di>vlosed  lo  1  rosaries,  while  the  younger  and  lifter  tigures 

his  view.    He  did  this  under  the  profoimd  impres-    '  '*        '    '   '     "'"  "  -*-—'-*  -'  — ■  — ^  - 

sion  of  one  who  harl  witnesseti.  with  his  own  eyes, 
an  awful  uvidonco  of  the  truth  of  his  religion,  and  it 
was  some  lime  ere,  conr:iuding  hi«  orisons,  he  arose, 
and  ventured  to  look  around  him  for  the  hermit,  who 
had  guided  him  to  this  sarn-d  and  mysterious  spot. 
He  l»eheld  him,  his  head  still  iiiuffl(Hi  in  the  veil,  which 
he  had  himself  wrapped  arijund  it.  couching,  like  a 
rated  hound,  upon  the  rhn'shold  of  the  chaptu ;  but, 
apparently,  without  venturing  to  cross  ii :  the  holiest 
reverence,  the  most  iwnitrntial   remorse,  was  ex- 

Eresstd  by  hi-'  posture,  which  seemwl  that  of  a  man 
ome  down  and  crushed  to  the  earth  by  the  burden 
of  his  inwanl  feelings.  It  seemed  to  the  Scot,  that 
only  the  sensi!  of  the  dwpest  itcniteime.  remorse.  an(l 
humiliation,  cnujd  havo  thus  prostrated  a  frame  so 
strong,  and  a  spirit  so  fiery. 

Hft  appniached  him  as  if  lo  speak,  but  the  ri'cluao 
anticipated  his  purpose,  murmuriiiL'  in  stifli-d  tones, 
from  l>i'neath  ihi; fold  in  whieii  h-s  iieail  wis muffl»Ml, 
MJiJ  which  tbHiniit:(l  like  a  voiire  proee«.-iii:ri  from  the 

mwnmvntH  of  n  coms'?  —'*  .Abide,  ahid"— \nDpy  thou  \  a  x^u^n  mi  ouiK-muiuiut  >'viii^i<,  ic 
uiMt  wtti-at—the  visioa  is  not  yti  enJod."— So  say\ii«, \  Coe  >iavi«w\ oVv^^ <aC  vSocatioa. 


roses.  They  moved  in  prociwsion  around  the  ehvd. 
without  npiK-aring  to  takd  the  slightest  nocioe« 
Kenneth,  although  passing  so  near  him  that  tnor 
robes  almof^t  touched  him;  while  they  conrinaed II 
sing,  the  knight  doubted  not  that  he  was  in  one  a 
those  cloisters  where  the  noble  Christian  nuidfli 
had  formerly  open'y  devoted  themselves  to  tbeK^ 
vices  of  the  church.    Most  of  them  had  been  tff- 

f>ressed  since  the  Mahometans  had  reoonqueivd  Pk> 
estine,  but  many,  purchasing  connivance  by  prvsna 
or  receiving  it  from  the  clemency  or  confeinpi  of  nt 
victors,  still  continued  to  observe  in  private  ih^ntoB 
to  which  their  vows  had  consecrated  thrm  Tit, 
though  Kenneth  knew  this  to  be  the  case,  tbi-  f*J 
nity  of  the  place  nnd  hour,  the  surprise  at  the  s  ww 
api^-nrnn'e  of  these  votn'ss*  s.  and  the  visionarraM* 
tier  in  which  ihey  inovi'd  past  him.  had  such  inflaHW 
on  his  imagination^  that  he  i*ould  scarce  cjtwaw 
that  the  fair  procession  which  he  beheld  wa>  ffnm 


of  creatures  of  this  world,  so  much  did  the%'  reiMM 
uch<iirof  supernatural  beings,  rvnderiog  Donu0l> 


Chap.  IV.l 


THE  talisman: 


Such  was  the  knifdit's  firet  kloR,  as  the  priirefiflion 
|Ki9Hed  him.  n'nrce  muvin:;,  Rave  jiiHt  Hiifncienily  to 
continae  tlifir  prujrrcs9;  ho  that,  wx-n  by  rhc  »ha- 
dowy  and  rchgioua  li^hl,  which  the-  lamps  shed 
thntiigh  the  cloiids  of  iiiccnst*  which  darkened  the 
apartmeTit,  they  opnenred  rnther  to  phde  thnn  to  walk. 

But  as  a  scconj  tiiiiti,  in  surrounding  tiie  chapel, 
ihqr  passed  rh«  srHJt  on  winch  he  knwltd,  onft  of  the 
white-stoU-'i  mninenK,  as  she  glided  by  him,  detached 
from  the  chuplot  whi<:h  she  cjirried,  a  rorf^^bud,  which 
dropped  from  her  Anders,  perhaps  unconsciously,  on 
the  foot  of  Sir  Kenneth.  The  knight  storted  as  if  a 
dare  had  friiddonly  struck  his  person ;  for,  when  (lie 
mind  is  wound  ud  to  a  hij^h  pitch  of  fwlins;  and  ex- 
pectation, (he  slii^niest  incident,  if  uniX|>eeted,  ^ives  , 
fire  to  the  train  which  iniaj^iiation  has  already  laid. 
But  he  suppreitouxl  his  emotion,  recollecting  howiiasily 
an  incident  so  indiiTerent  might  have  happened,  and 
that  It  was  only  the  unifomi  monotony  of  the  mo\e- 
DK-nt  of  (he  choristers,  which  made  the  incident  in 
the  aligh tost  decree  remarkable. 

Stiin  while  the  procession,  for  the  third  time,  sur- 
roooded  the  chapel,  the  thouchta  and  the  eves  of 
Kenneth  followed  exclusively  the  one  amonff  the  no- 
vices who  had  dropped  the  rose-bud.  Her  s(ep,  her 
face,  her  form,  were  so  completely  assimilated  (o  (ho 
icac  of  the  choristers,  that  it  was  impossible  to  pcr- 
edve  the  least  mnrks  of  individualitv,  and  yet  Ken- 
neth's heart  throbbed  like  a  bird  that  would  burst 
tatty  its  ca;^,  as  if  to  assure  him,  by  its  sympathetic 
ngl^Mtions,  th:it  the  female  who  held  the  nfi;ht  file 
00  the  sftcond  rank  of  the  novices,  wvs  dearer  to 
faim«  not  only  than  all  the  rest  that  wen^  present,  but 
than  the  whole  sex  besides.  The  romantic  passion 
of  love,  as  it  was  cherished,  and  inde^l  enjoined,  by 
the  niles  of  chivalry,  associated  well  with  the  no  less 
romantic  feel  iniis  of  devotion ;  and  they  might  bi.>  said 
lauch  mon:  to  enhance  than  to  counteract  ench  other. 
It  was.  thiTiifore,  with  a  {i[low  of  expectation,  (hat  had 
■•melhins;  even  of  a  religious  character,  that  SirKcn- 
Dtth,  hia  sensations  thrilling  frum  his  heart  to  the 
esds  of  his  Hnuera,  ex[)ected  some  second  sign  of  the 
presence  of  one,  who,  he  stronglv  fancied,  hud  aU 
mdy  bestowefl  on  him  the  first.  8hort  as  thi;  space 
was  during  which  the  Drocessk>n  again  completed  a 
Chird  p«Tnmbnlation  ot  the  chapel,  it  seemed  an  etcr- 
UAj  to  Kenntith.  At  length  the  form,  which  he  had 
watchtvl  with  such  devott^l  attpn(ion,  drew  nigh— 
there  was  no  ditiorence  lH?iwixt  (hat  shrouded  figure 
■nd  the  others,  with  whom  it  moved  in  concert  and 
in  unisiin,  until,  just  us  she  pasattl  for  the  third  time 
the  kni^iling  Cnissder,  u  part  of  a  little  and  well- 
proporiioni'd  hand,  so  beautifully  fonne<l  as  to  give 
the  highest  idea  of  the  perfect  proportions  of  the  form 
to  whioli  it  belonged,  stole  through  the  folds  of  the 
gause,  likfi  a  nii>ontN'ani  through  (he  (loecy  cloud  of  a 
■umnier  niurht,  and  agnin  a  rose-bud  lay  at  the  feet  of 
(be  Knight  of  the  Leupanl. 

This  *i.i.*oiid  intimation  could  not  be  accidcn(al— it 
coukl  iio(  be  fortuitous  the  resemblance  of  that  half- 
neen.  but  br-nutiful  female  hand,  with  one  which  his 
lipfi  had  once  touched,  and,  while  they  touched  it,  hud 
intenially  sworn  allegiance  to  (he  lovelv  owner.  Had 
farther  proof  Iw^en  waiKing,  there  was  the  glimmer  of 
that  matehiess  ruby  ring  on  that  snow-whi(e  finger, 
whow  invaluable  worth  Kenneth  wiMild  yet  hove 
ivriied  less  than  the  sligh(eHt  sign  which  thnt  finger 
could  have  made— and,  veih.'d  too,  as  she  was.  he 
mifHit  aee,  by  ehanct',  or  by  favour,  a  stray  curl  ot  the 
dark  tresses,  each  hair  of  which  was  dearer  (o  him  a 
hundrf^i  tinie»  than  a  chain  of  massive  eold.  It  was 
the  lady  of  his  love !  Rut  that  she  should  be  here— in 
the  savage  and  seouestered  desert —among  ves(als, 
who  rendf^retl  rhemselves  habi(antsof  wilds  and  of 
caverns,  that  (hey  might  piTform  in  secret  tho^«e 
CbnMian  rites  which  they  dari-d  not  assist  in  oixmly 
—that  tliis  should  be  so— in  inith  and  in  reality— 
•eenied  trw  incredible  -it  must  b*»  a  dream— a  delu- 
aivc  tramrcof  the  imagination.  While  these  thoughts 
passed  tliA)ni.'h  the  mind  of  Kenufth,  (he  same  pas- 
tagv,  by  whieli  the  procession  had  entered  (he  ehafiel, 
Tbcvivt^a  (hem  «m  their  return.  The  young  sacristans, 
the  sable  "ims,  vanished  successively  through  the 
I  door-*at  lergth  the  from  wh  7m  he  had  n»:eived 


this  double  intimation,  passed  also— yot,  in  passing, 
(unuxl  her  hrnd,  sli'jrhily  indivd,  but  perceptibly,  to- 
wards the  place  where  hcreinainiHi  fixed  as  an  image. 
He  murkea  the  last  wave  of  her  veil— it  was  gone-- 
and  a  darkness  simk  u|Mm  his  soul,  scarce  lesspalpa* 
ble  than  that  which  almost  immediately  enveloped  his 
external  sense;  for  (he  last  chorister  had  no  sooner 
cro.4sed  (he  (hreshold  of  the  door,  than  it  shut  with  a 
loud  sound,  and  at  the  same  instant  the  voices  of  the 
choir  were  silent,  the  lights  of  the  chapel  were  at  once 
extinguished,  and  Sir  Kenneth  remained  solitary, 
and  III  total  darkness.  But  to  Kenneth,  solitude^  and 
darkness,  and  the  uncer(ain(y  of  his  mysterious  situ- 
a(ion,  were  as  nothing— he  (bought  not  of  them— 
cari'd  not  for  them— caret!  for  naught  in  the  world 
save  the  flitting  vision  which  had  jiwt  glided  iiast 
him,  and  the  tokens  of  her  favour  which  she  had  bo- 
stowtd.  To  groue  on  the  floor  for  the  buds  which 
she  had  droprKxl— to  press  them  to  his  lips— to  hia 
bosom— now  alternately,  now  together— to  rivet  hia 
lips  to  the  cold  stones  on  which,  as  near  as  he  could 
judge,  she  had  so  lately  stept— to  play  all  the  extra- 
vagances which  strong  affection  suggtssts  and  vindi- 
cates to  those  who  yield  themselves  up  to  it,  were 
but  the  tokens  of  passionate  love^  common  to  all 
ages.  But  it  was  peculiar  to  the  nmes  of  chivalry, 
that  in  his  wildest  rapture  the  knight  imagined  of  no 
attempt  to  follow  or  to  (race  the  objec(  of  such  ro- 
mantic attachment:  that  he  thouglit  of  her  as  of  a 
dei(y,  who,  having  deigned  to  sliow  herself  for  an  in- 
stant to  her  devoted  worshipper,  had  again  returned 
to  the  darkness  of  her  sanctuary— or  as  an  influential 
planet,  which,  having  darted  in  some  auspicious  mi- 
nu(e  one  favourable  ray,  wrapped  itself  again  in  iia 
veil  of  mist.  The  motioiis  of  (he  lady  of  his  love  were 
to  him  those  of  a  suiierior  being,  who  was  to  move 
without  watch  or  con(rol,  njoice  him  by  lier  api)ear- 
ance,  or  depress  him  bv  her  absence,  animate  him  by 
her  kindness,  or  drive  nim  to  despair  by  her  cnieliy-— 
all  at  her  own  fret*-will,  and  without  other  importu- 
nity or  remonstrance  than  that  expressed  by  (he 
most  devoted  services  of  the  heart  and  sword  of  the 
champion,  whose  sole  obfpct  in  life  was  uy  fulfil  her 
commands,  and,  by  the  splendour  of  his  own  achieve- 
ments, to  exalt  her  fame. 

Such  were  the  rules  of  chivalry,  and  of  the  love 
which  was  its  ruling  principle.  Rut  Sir  Kenneth's 
attachment  was  renuevYxi  romantic  by  other  and  still 
more  peculiar  circumstances.  He  had  never  even 
heard  the  sound  of  his  lady's  voi(«,  though  he  had 
often  beheld  her  beau(y  with  rapture.  Site  moved  in 
a  circle,  which  his  rank  of  knighthood  permit(e<I  him 
indeed  to  approach,  but  not  to  mingle  with :  and  highly 
as  he  stood  distinguished  for  waiiikc  skill  and  enter- 
prisfi,  still  the  poor  Scottish  soldier  was  comi>elled  to 
worship  his  divinity  at  a  distance,  almost  as  great  as 
divides  the  Persian  from  the  sun  which  he  adores. 
Ihit  when  was  the  pride  of  woman  too  lofty  to 
overlook  (he  passionate  devo(ion  of  a  lover,  however 
inferior  in  degree?  Her  eye  has  been  on  him  in  the 
tournament,  her  i>:ir  had  heard  his  praises  in  (he  report 
of  the  ba((les  which  were  daily  fought;  and  while 
count,  duke,  and  loni,  contended  for  her  grace,  it 
fioweil,  unwillingly  perhaps  at  first,  or  even  uncon* 
sciously,  towards  the  poor  Knight  of  the  Lcopanl, 
who,  tosupt>ort  his  rank,  had  little  besides  his  sword. 
When  she  looked,  and  when  she  listened,  the  lady  saw 
and  heard  enough  to  encourage  her  in  a  par(iali(y, 
which  had  at  first  crv\)i  on  her  unawares.  If  a 
kniaht's  ptTSonal  beauty  was  praised^ven  tlie  most 
prudish  clamesof  the  military  court  of  Kngland  woidd 
make  an  exceT)tion  in  favour  of  the  Scottisli  Kenneth ; 
and  it  oftentimes  liapix-ned,  that  notwithstanding 
the  very  considerable  largi'sses  which  princes  and 
p«'ers  bestowt^  on  the  minstrels,  an  impartial  spint 
of  indfi^ndence  would,  seize  the  |)oet,  and  the  Harp 
was  swept  to  the  heroism  of  one,  who  had  nei(h9 
palfreys  nor  garmenis  to  bestow  in  guerdon  of  hia 
applause. 

The  moments  when  she  listened  to  (he  praises  of 
her  lover  became  gradually  more  and  mure  dear  to  the 
high-born  Kdith,  relieving  the  liatii-ry  with  which  her 
ear  was  weary,  and  presenting  (o  her  a  subject  of 
secret  cooteinplation,  more  worthy,  as  he  soenied  by 
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senprnl  report,  thnn  thow*  who  mirpn^oirrl  him  in  rank 
and  in  ihc  Ril'la  of  fortune.  A»  h'T  titu-nrii)n  liLTuniL* 
conritHiitly,  thou^li  ranlioiialy,  Axi'd  on  i^\T  Kennorli, 
»he  fzrevf  \norv  nnd  nioru  n)nvinc«?il  of  liii*  ixtoouhI  <]••- 
votion  to  hcr!*iilf,  >ind  inoro  nnd  irion^'crrain  in  her 
mind,  tliai  in  Kmnrth  ol  .Srotlnnd  hIui  huli«rldi)if  fated 
kni^'ht  dooHK-d  tu  t>iiari.>  with  hrr  ihroii;!ii  wi-al  and 
wo— und  the  prospect  lookeii  gloomy  umi  dangcruus 
—the  pas^onate  nitnrhtnenl  to  which  the  poi-m  of 
the  Hiif.  uscribed  »uch  univernal  dumir.ion,  and  wliich 
itfi  inunniTs  and  niornls  placed  ncurlyon  the  saine 
rank  with  devotion  iiiftlf. 

Let  UH  not  di:i>£!iii.sc  the  truth  from  our  renders. 
When  >>lith  h«"came  aware  of  the  etnte  of  lier  own 
wniiinenlH,  clnvHlix)iw  an  wfri»  her  sNintinientp,  he- 
coininK  a  maiden  not  distant  fn>m  the  throne  of  Ens- 
land— gratified  as  her  pride  iniiHi  have  h«ren  with  the 
mute  thouifh  uncenMinu  honin;:e  rendi-rod  to  her  hy 
the  kniuht  whom  she  had  dintinKui^hed,  there  were 
moinenti)  when  the  feelings  of  the  wimian,  lnviim  and 
beloved,  murmured  ui^ainnt  fhere.MrninlMof  Htateand 
form  bv  which  nhe  wa4  Mirroniidid,  and  when  i^he 
almost  )>lamed  the  timidity  of  her  lover,  who  bi>emed 
reflolvetl  not  to  infringe  them.  The  etiquette,  tc»  use  a 
modern  phrase,  of  birth  and  rank,  had  drawn  aniimd 
her  a  magical  circle,  beyond  wliich  Sir  Kenneth  might 
indeed  bow  and  g.-ize,  but  within  which  he  could  no 
more  paw?,  than  an  evokerl  ^irit  can  transgress  the 


boimdiiries  nn.'sonhiHl  by  the  rod  of  a  powerful  en- 

iter.    The  thought  involuntarily  pressed  on  her, 

'     '        '"  ?  It  mil  theijointof 
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that  she  herself  must  venture,  were 
her  fairy  foot,  beyond  the  prescribed  boundary,  if  i<he 
ever  hoped  to  give  a  lover,  so  reserved  and  nnuhful, 
an  opiiortunity  of  ho  slight  a  favour,  as  but  to  salute 
her  shoe- tie.  There  wan  an  example,  the  noted  pre- 
cr:flent  of  the  *'Kins  s  dauehtcr  of  Hiiiigur\',"  who 
thus  i;cn"roiisIy  encouraged  the  "nriuire  of  low  dt- 
crce:*^  and  Etlith,  though  of  kingiv  bioixl,  w.'is  no 
king  8  daughter,  any  more  than  her  lover  was  of  low 
degree— fortune  had  put  no  vnch  extreme  barrier  in 
obstacle  to  their  allecfions.  Something,  bow«ver, 
within  the.  maiden's bosom^that  modist  pride,  which 
throws  fetters  even  on  love  ilj'clf— forbndc  her,  not- 
withstanding the  superiority  of  her  fx>ndition,  to  niake 
th(»se  ndvaiHX'*',  which,  in  every  cose,  delicacy  assigns 
to  the  other  sex ;  above  all,  Sir  Kenneth  was  a  kniuht 
so  gentle  nnd  honourable,  so  highly  accomplished,  as 
her  imagination  at  least  suggested,  together  with  the 
strictest  feelings  of  what  was  due  to  himself  and  to 
her,  that  however  cimsrrnined  her  attitude  mii;ht  be 
while  receiving  his  adorations,  Uke  the  image  of  some 
deity,  who  is  neither  suppos«>d  to  feel  nor  to  n'ldy  to 
the  homage  of  its  votaries,  ^lill  the  idol  feureu  that 
to  step  prematurely  from  her  iKxiijatnl,  would  be  to 
degrade  herself  in  "the  eyee  of  her  devotwl  worbhipper. 
Yet  the  devout  adorer  of  an  a<*tual  idol  can  even 
discover  signs  of  apprttbation  in  the  rigid  and  immov- 
able featiirt^s  of  a  marble  image,  and  it  is  no  wonder 
that  somethinsr.  which  could  be  as  favonrni>ly  inttr- 
prt>rcd,  glanced  from  the  bright  eve  of  the  lovely  Edith, 
whose  beauty,  indcefJi^conHistiMi  rather  more  in  that 
very  |)Ower  of  expntssion,  than  on  absolute  rtrgularify 
of  contour,  or  brilliancy  of  eoniphsxion.  Some  »«!iulii 
marks  of  distinction  had  escapeii  from  her.  notwuh- 
standing  hcT  owu  jealous  vigilance,  eW  now  could 
Sir  Kenneth  have  so  readily,  and  so  undoubtingly.  re- 
cognised the  lovely  hand,  of  which  scanre  two  fingers 
were  visible  from  under  the  veil,  or  how  couhl  he 
have  rested  so  thonjughly  assun'd  thai  two  flowers, 
8ucces.<ivcly  <lropt  on  iIkj  spot,  were  intended!  as  a  re- 
cognition on  the  part  oi'  his  lady  lovi>?  hy  what  train 
of  observation— by  what  secret  signs,  look^  or  ges- 
tures—by  what  insiinrti\-efnH^  masonry  of  love,  jhisde- 
]ree  of  intelligence  came  to  subsist  between  Kdith  and 
ler  lover,  wo  cannot  aiti'innt  to  trace;  for  we  are  old, 
and  such  slight  vestiges  of  nHection,  quickly  discov- 
ered by  younger  eyes,  (I«:fy  the  power  of  ours.  Enough, 
that  »uch  nflbctif  )  diil  /ub^ist  betwe*>n  parties  who 
li/id  never  even  &  jken  to  one  another,  though,  on  the 
tiu\h  of  Kdith,  it  ^.^as  cheekeil  by  a  den>  sense  of  the 
difBculties  and  dangers  wiiich  must  necessarily  at- 
-end  the  further  pnigress  of  their  attach iiient,  and 
upon  that  of  the  knighi  by  a  thousand  doubts  ond 
Mor^  lo»l  he  had  ovcr-esiiuated  tho  aligbi  tuUcus  of 
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the  lady's  notice,  varied,  as  tbry  nfressarily  were.bf 
long  inti-rvals  of  iii<pan'nt  columviS  diinng  whidi, 
either  the  fear  of  exciting  the  ubver^niion  of  uthoik 
and  thuri  drawing  dangi-r  upon  her  lover,  or  that  U 
ssiikin;:  in  his  esli^-in  by  seeming  too  willing  to  bi 
won,  made  htir  bt.'have  wuh  iudifllrence,  and  as  if  ui^ 
obHTvani  of  hiri  pn^enco. 

This  narrative,  tedious  perhaps,  but  which  the  stoiy 
renders  necessary,  may  serve  to  explain  the  stated 
intelligence,  if  it  deserves  so  strong  a  name,  betwixt 
thi;  lovers,  win  iiF3diih's  unexpected  appearance  in  iJm 
chapel  proiiuced  so  powerful  an  dfecl  on  the  fteliBfl 
of  her  kniglit. 


CHAPTER   V. 

Thpir  npcromiiptir  form*  in  vsin 

Haunt  UM  on  t\w  ifnted  plain ; 

Wi>  hid  tlitiiVMiKcire  alwiieii  avviDt, 

Ai>htfiruili  and  TemMfauot  WASTOit 

TifF.  most  IT'  found  siUncc,  the  derp«st  darknciik 
continued  to  hnxxi  fttr  more  than  an  hour  ovtribe 
chaiH'l  in  which  we  left  the  Kniuht  of  the  1..eopud 
still  kneeling,  alternately  expressing  thanks  to  Hci> 
ven,  and  gratiiude  to  his  lady,  for  tlielnxm  which ksil 
been  vouchsafed  to  him.  His  own  safety,  his  ovD 
ijesiii\}',  lor  which  he  was  at  all  limes  little  anxbo^ 
had  not  now  the  weight  of  a  grain  of  dust  in  hisi*- 
He4'tions.  He  was  m  the  neichl»onrhood  of  La4F 
Eiiith,  he  had  n-ceivetl  tokens  of  her  ^racc,  IwwasiB 
a  place  hallowed  by  relies  of  the  mo«<t  awful  ssurlity. 
A  Christian  soldier,  a  devoted  lover,  could  ff^ar  n*- 
thini;.  think  of  noihing,  but  his  duty  to  Heaven,  aad 
his  devoir  to  his  l.idv. 

At  the  laps(>  of  the  space  of  time  which  we  hiffB 
noticffl,  n  shnll  whistle,  like  that  with  which  a  fal- 
coner calls  his  hawk,  washeard  toringshan  ly  (hrotuh 
the  vaulted  cha)N  I.  It  was  a  sound  ill  niited  to  IW 
place,  and  reminded  Sir  Kenneth  how  neref ii.iry  il 
was  he  fliiould  Ih>  upon  his  guard.  He  started  fnn 
his  knei\  and  laid  his  hand  upon  his  poniard.  A 
cn'nking  sound,  as  of  a  screw  or  pulleys.  »:iicctt-d«d, 
and  a  light  stnraming  upwards,  as  from  an  o^^eninaia 
the  floor,  showed  that  a  trap-door  had  be^n  raisMor 
depressed.  In  lt*ss  than  a  minute,  a  long  skinny  am, 
partly  naked,  partly  clothed  in  a  sleeve  of  red  samin^ 
anise  out  of  the  aperture,  holding  a  lamp  as  high  aftit 
could  stretch  upwards,  and  the  figure  to  which  tkt 
arm  lH'::inge«1,  ascended  step  bv  step  in  ihc  levdif 
the  charH'l  floor.  The  form  and  face  of  the  beiug  nht 
thus  presented  himself,  were  those  of  a  frighlfid 
dwarf,  with  a  hirce  head,  a  cap  fantastically  ailonud 
with  three  peacock -feat  hers,  a  dress  of  rul  samite,  tht 
richness  of  which  rendered  his  ughness  nioreconipi 
cuous,  distinguished  by  gold  bracelets  nnd  arniklit 
and  a  white  silk  sash,  in  which  he  wore  a  guU* 
hilte<l  dagger.  This  singular  ligun*  had  in  his  kft 
band  a  kind  of  broom.  So  soon  as  ho  had  stenti 
fn>m  the  ai)erture  through  which  he  arose,  he  stool 
still,  and,  as  if  to  show  himself  more  distinctly,  movi^ 
the  lamp  which  he  held  slowly  over  his  face  and  par- 
son, successively  illuminating  his  wild  and  fanlaslk 


featuH's,  and  his  misshapen,  but  nervous  limbl 
Though  dirpniportioned  in  person,  the  dwarf  was  Ml 
so  distorted  as  to  argue  any  want  of  strength  or  acU 
vity.  While  Sir  Kenneth  gased  on  this  disagrseihli 
object,  the  popular  creed  occurred  to  his  renienibmncik 
concerning  the  cnomes,  or  earthly  spirits,  which  nalu 
I  heir  abode  in  the  caverns  of  the  earth  ;  and  so  maei 
did  this  figure  correspond  with  ideas  he  had  formed 
of  their  ap|x-arance,  that  he  looked  on  it  with  disgoMi 
mingled  n(»t  indeed  with  fear,  but  that  sort  of  B«t 
whichthe prpsenceof  a  siipern antral  creature  m^j'ot 
fuw  into  the  most  steadv  bt>Bom 

The  dwarf  asrain  whistled,  and  summoned  fromoe' 
neath  a  companion.  This  8(>cond  fiffurt*  aaccndrdii 
the  same  inanntT  as  the  first;  but  it  was  a  lenak 
ann,  in  this  second  instance,  which  upheld  thcliup 
from  the  subterranean  vault  out  of  which  these pn^ 
seniments  aro.'ie,  and  it  was  a  female  fonn  niuchr^ 
seinbling  the  first  in  shape  and  prop«)rlions,  whki 
slowly  emerge<l  from  the  lioor.  Her  dress  via*  sIh> 
ofnd  samire,  fantastically  cut  and  flouncr-d,  aaifibe 
had  been  dicsscd  tor  some  exhibition  of  uuiiw»  « 
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«il9Ei«?rs ;  and  >;vith  the  snine  minuteness  which  her  I 
mt-^if  c(>8m>r  hnn  e.xhihJMi,  ahe  pnj^aknJ  the  Inmp  over  ! 
her  face  nnd  |M^nii»n,  whi.'h  fH*em«l  to  rival  the  tnnlv's  | 
io  ugliness.    But,  with  nil  thi.-«  most  tinfavourai)lt>ex-  ' 
terior,  ihor"  was  ono  trnil  in  rh*:'  iVntun'S  of  boili 
whirh  nr^ued  nlLTtm-^s  nnd  in(clli;»tMice  in  tlu*  ni08l 
uncoinnHMi  deenr.    'i'Uis  arose  fniiii  the  brilliancy  of 
their  eye's  which,  dpcp-aet  beiienth  biuck  and  ehnpsy 
brows,  sleauitvi  with  n  lustre,  which,  lik'.*  that  in  the 
eye  of  die  toad,  seeintfl  to  make  aoine  amends  for  the 
extreme  uftlinetifl  of  countenance  and  person. 

Sir  Kenneth  remained  as  if  spellbound,  while  this 
vnlovrly  pair,  moving  round  the  chapel  close  to  each 
other,  appeared  to  perform  the  dutv  of  swccpmg  it, 
like  menials;  but,  as  they  used  oniy  one  hand,  the 
floor  yvn4^  not  much  b''ncfitted  by  the  exercise,  which 
they  piied  with  such  oddity  of  gestures  and  manner, 
as  befitted  their  bizarre  and  fantastic  ajipeanint^e. 
\Vheii  they  approached  near  to  the  knight,  in  the 
course  of  tiieir  occupation,  they  ceased  to  use  their 
brooms,  and  plnrin^  tluMnselves  pjde  by  side,  directly 
qppoi<itR  to  Su*  Kenm'tii,  they  a^i^iii  slowly  shiftixi  the 
lii(iit9  whii'h  they  held  so  as  to  allow  him  distinctly 
10  survey  features  which  were  not  rendered  more 
afrreeable  by  l>eitiff  brought  nearer,  and  toob8er\'e  the 
extreme  ouickness  nnd  ktrnness  with  which  their 
black  an<l  i;litrering  eyes  flashed  back  the  light  of  the 
lamps.  They  then  turne<)  the  gleam  of  both  liuhts 
npon  the  knight,  and  having  accurately  surveyed  him, 
turned  their  faces  to  each  other,  antf  S4't  up  a  loud 
yelling  laugh,  which  resfjunded  in  bis  ears.  The 
■wind  was  so  ghastly,  that  Sir  Kenn«:(h  starred  at 
liearinp  it,  and  hai^tily  demanded,  in  the  name  of  (vod, 
who  they  were  who  profimerl  that  huly  place  with 
■K'b  aniic  gestures  nnd  elritch  exclamniions. 

"I  am  the  dwarf  Neclabanus,'  said  the  abortion- 
jeeming  male,  in  a  voict;  corresponding  to  his  figure, 
and  resembling  the  voice  of  the  niirht-crow  more  than 
May  sound  which  is  heard  by  daylight. 

And  I  am  Guonevra,  his  lady  and  his  love,"  re- 
plioi  the  female,  in  tones  which,  being  shriller,  were 
yet  wilder  than  tho!!s«!  of  her  companion. 

"Wherefore  are  you  here T'  nj;ain  demanded  the 
knifcht.  scarcely  yet  assured  lliat  it  was  human  beings 
which  he  saw  before  him. 

*'I  am,"  n.'Tilied  the  male  dwarf,  with  much  a»- 
mmeti  jrravity  and  dignity,  "th«>  twelfth  Imnuin— I 
am  Mah'immed  Mohadi,  the  i^nideand  the  conductor 
of  the  fuithfid.  A  hundred  horses  stand  ready  snd- 
liUJ  (or  me  and  my  train  at  the  Holy  <Jity,  nnd  as 
many  at  the  City  of  Rr  fuge.  I  urn  he  who  shall  bear 
witni.iis,  and  tiiis  is  one  of  my  hoiiris." 

"Tho«i  best!"  answen-d  the  fi'inale,  inti-rrupting 
her  coiiipanioii,  in  ii>nes  yet  shrilUr  than  his  own; 
*'Iam  none  of  thv  houris,and  thou  art  no  such  in- 
fidet  trni4h  as  the  Mahomnu'd  of  whom  thou  speak- 
eai.  May  my  curse  rtst  upon  his  rofTin  !— I  tell  thtw, 
tkou  ass  of  lHt(u<'liar,  thou  art  King  Arthur  of  Krii- 
ain,  whom  the  fuirieH  Htole  awuy  from  the  fi^-ld  of 
Avalon :  and  1  am  Dame  Guenevru,  famed  for  her 
beauty.' 

"Biit.  in  truth,  noble  sir,"  said  the  male,  "wo  are 
dislrefcwtxl  princes,  dwi-lJing  under  the  wing  of  iCing 
Guy  o(  Jerusalem,  unlij  he  was  driven  out  from  his 
own  nest  by  the  foul  infidels^Heaven's  bolls  con- 
aume  iheiM ! 

**  Hush,"  said  a  voice  from  the  side  u|)on  which  the 
kni^lif  had  entered—"  Hu.sh,  fools,  and  begone;  your 
ministiy  isemled." 

The  dwarfs  had  no  sooner  heard  the  command,  than, 

E'hberiiig  in  discordant  whis^x-r^  to  each  other,  they 
ew  out  ihoir  lights  at  once,  and  left  the  knight  in 
utter  darkiuiiM,  which,  when  the  paltering  of  thrir  m- 
tiring  feet  had  diefl  away,  was  sot)n  accompanied  by 
iia  fittest  companion,  total  silence. 

The  knight  felt  the  departure  of  these  unformnatc 
creatures  a  rtlief.  He  could  not,  fn>iii  their  language  , 
manners,  and  uppearanec,  doubt  that  th>-y  bi:Ioriged 
to  the  degraded  class  of  beinu's  whom  neformitv  of  | 
person,  and  weitkiK-ss  of  iiiiell«>et,  recommindtii  to  ' 
the  painful  !iiluaii4in  of  nptx^ndiiges  lo  great  families,  i 
whorf  their  iKTSoiiai  api»t.-arance  nnd  imi>>eitityvveru  . 
ibod  -or  HM-rriirient  (o  tin;  householder.  SuiHTior  in  ! 
Bu  ftttpect  to  ilie  ideas  uml  manners  of  hia  liiiK^  the  i 


Scottish  knight  might,  at  another  period,  have  been 
much  amiist^  by  the  mummery  of  tncse  poor  efTigiea 
of  humanity ;  but  now,  their  a;  pcamnc^,ge8tif*ulation8 
and  language,  broke  the  tram  of  deirp  and  solemn 
feeling  with  which  he  was  impressed,  and  he  rejoiced 
in  the  disappearanre  of  the  unhappy  objects. 

A  few  minutes  nftiT  they  had  retinMcl,  the  door  at 
which  they  had  entt^red  opened  slowly,  and,  remain- 
ing ajar,  discovi.re(l  a  faint  light  arising  from  a  lantern 
placed  upon  the  threshold.  Its  doubtful  and  waver- 
ing  gleam  nliowed  a  dark  form  reclined  lieside  the 
entrance,  but  without  its  precints,  which. on  approach- 
ing it  mon^  nearly,  he  recognised  to  be  the  iiermit 
couching  in  thrr  same  hund)le  posture  in  which  he  had 
at  first  laid  himst-lf  down,  and  which  doubtli-ss  he  had 
retained  during  the  whole  time  of  his  guest's  continu- 
ing in  ihc  chnpel. 

"All  is  over, '  said  the  hermit,  as  he  heard  theknij^ht 
appronchinir— "nndthe  mo*«i  wretched  of  earthly  sin- 
ners, with  nim  who  should  think  himself  most  hon- 
ound  and  moat  happy  amonu  the  raw  of  humanitv, 
must  rt'tire  from  tins  i>lace.  Take  the  light,  and  guide 
me  down  the  dcs(rent,  for  I  may  not  uncover  my  eyea 
until  I  am  far  fnmi  this  hallowed  snot." 

The  .Scottish  knight  ok'ved  in  silencfi,  for  n  solemn 
nnd  yet  ecstatic  sense  of  wliat  he  had  setMi  had  silenced 
ev/'u  ihe  ratr«'r  workings  of  curiosity.  He  loii  the  way, 
with  considerable  accuracy,  through  the  vari<ius  secret 
passngirs  and  stairs  by  winch  they  had  ascended,  until 
at  leuizth  thev  found  themselves  in  the  outward  <^ 
of  lh»'  liermii^s  cavern. 

"The  condemned  criminal  is  restored  to  his  dun- 
geon, reprieved  from  om-  mii^erable  day  to  another, 
until  his  awful  Judi^e  shall  at  length  appoint  the  well- 
deserved  wtitence  to  be  cnrri«'d  into  execution." 

As  the  hermit  spoke  these  words,  he  laid  aside  the 
veil  with  which  his  eyes  had  be<;ii  bound,  and  looked 
at  it  with  a  suppressed  and  hollow  sigh.  No  sooner 
had  he  restored  it  lo  the  crypt  fn)m  which  he  had 
caused  the  Scot  to  bring  it,  than  he  said  hastily  nnd 
sternly  lo  his  compnnioii,— "  Uegone,  beaone— to  rest, 
lo  rest,  ^'ou  may  sleep— you  can  sleep— I  neither  can, 
nor  may." 

Respecting  the  profound  agitation  with  which  this 
was  spoken,  the  knight  ntiren  into  the  inner  cell;  but, 
casting  back  his  eye  as  he  left  the  exterior  grotto,  he 
beheld  the  anchorite  stripping  his  shoulders  with 
frantic  har«te,  of  their  shaggy  mantle,  and  crc  liei*ould 
shut  the  frail  door  which  si^parnted  the  two  compart- 
ments of  the  cavern,  he  heard  the  dang  of  the  scourga 
nnd  the  LfroanM  of  the  penitent  under  his  self-inflicted 
[s'nancei  A  cold  shudder  cnnn^  over  the  knight  as  he 
reflected  what  ("ould  be  the  foulness  of  the  sin,  what 
the  depth  of  the  remorse,  which,  apparently,  such 
severe  penancj  could  neither  cleanse  nor  assuagSL 
Ho  told  his  beads  devoutly,  and  Hung  himself  on  hia 
rmte  couch,  after  a  gin  nee  at  the  still  sIiM>pins  Mos- 
lem, and,  weariexl  by  the  various  strt^nes  of  the  dav 
and  the  niuht.  soon  slept  as  sound  as  infancy.  Upon 
his  awaking  in  the  morning,  he  held  certain  confer- 
ences wiih  the  hiTmit  upon  matters  of  importance, 
and  the  result  of  iheir  intercfjurse  induced  him  to  re- 
main for  two  days  longer  in  the  gntt  to.  He  was  regu- 
lar, m  bc<:anie  li  pilgrim,  in  his  devotional  exercises, 
hut  was  not  again  admitted  to  the  chapel  in  which  he 
had  seen  such  wonders. 


CHAPTER   VI. 

Now  rhnnffp  tiM*  Mwne-inil  let  tli^  tnimpet*  ■ottiici. 

For  wo  iniwi  roij««  tlio  luin  fnmi  tun  lair— OM  Ftay. 
The  scene  must  change,  as  our  pnigramme  haa 
announced,  from  the  mountain  wiMerness  of  Jordan 
to  the  camp  of  King  KichanI  of  Eimland,  then  sta- 
tioned betwixt  Je^in  dWere  and  A.«calon;  and  con- 
taininu  that  army  with  which  he  of  the  Lion  Heart 
had  |iromised  himself  a  triumphant  march  to  Jerusa- 
lem, and  in  which  he  would  probably  havi>  succmied, 
if  not  hindereil  by  the  jralousios  of  the  ('hristian 
princes  engaged  in  ttn!  mime  entt  rpri:»e^  And  the  of- 
fi'iice  taken  by  ihem  at  thi-  uiirurlnd  haughtim-.ss  of 
the  Rniilish  monarch,  nnd  Kit  hard'H  unveiled  corn 
tempt  for  his  brother  soverriuns,  who.  Ins  equals  in 
rank,  were  yet  far  his  inft-fiura  in  uouraj^e,  buniiUoo<^ 


TALKS  OP  THE  CRUSADERS. 
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and  military  talpntii.  Such  diRcordSj  and  nBnicularijr ' 
those  betwixt  Rirliard  »nd  Pliilip  of  Franot',  criiired 
disputes  ami  obMacics  wliirh  impedcri  every  oriive  ; 
measure^  pmoosed  hy  the  hen>ic  though  iinpe:uoii9 ' 
Eirhnni,  while  the  ranks  of  the  Cnisaders  were  daily 
thiiinrd,  not  only  bv  the  desurlion  of  individualR,  but ; 
of  entire  bands,  hewUal  hy  their  respective  feudal  lead-  i 
era,  who  withdrew  fniin  a  contest  in  which  they  had  i 
ceased  to  hoptr  for  siicfTcss.  t 

The  effects  of  the  clinin to  became,  ns  usual,  fatal  to  j 
aoldiers  from  the  north,  and  the  more  so,  that  tliedis-  '■ 
solute  license  of  the  ('rusadf.Ts,  fonnint^  a  singular 
contrast  to  llic  principles  and  puriK)se  of  their  taking 
up  arms,  rendered  them  more  easy  victims  to  the  in- 
taliibrious  intluence  of  iniming  hent  and  chilling 
dews.  To  th(>s<.>  discourncing  causes  of  loss  was  to  , 
be  oddod  the  sword  of  the  enemy.  Salndin,  than 
whom  no  greater  name  is  reconled  in  Eastern  history, 
had  learnt  to  his  fatal  experienoi*,  that  his  light-armed 
followers  were  little  able  to  niei't  in  close  encounter 
with  the  iron-clad  Franks,  and  had  b<><fl  taught,  at 
tho  same  time,  to  nmirehcnd  and  <lr»'ad  the  adven- 
turous character  of  nis  antagonist  Richnnl.  Hut  if 
his  armies  were  more  than  once  routed  with  great 
slaughter,  his  numlKTS  gave  the  Saracen  the  advan- 
tage in  those  lighter  skirmisher,  of  whieh  many  were 
inevitable. 

As  the  army  of  his  assailants  decreased,  the  enter- 

§  rises  of  tho  Sultan  becnnie  more  numerous  and  more 
old  in  th«  specit?8  of  petty  warfare.  The  camp  of 
the  Cnis.'iders  wns  surrounded,  and  almost  Inrsieged 
by  clouds  of  light  cavalry,  resembling  swarms  of 
wasps,  easilv  cnished  when  thev  are  once  grasped, 
but  funiiHlied  with  wings  to  eluue  su(>erior  strength, 
and  Hi'iivjrn  to  intlici  harm  and  mischief.  Thert!  was 
perpetual  warfare  of  i)OSt8  and  f<»ragers,  in  which 
many  valuable  lives  were  lost,  without  any  com'S- 
pondiiig  ohject  being  sained ;  convovs  were  intercept- 
ed, and  communications  were  cut  off.  The  Cnisaders 
had  to  piirctiase  the  means  of  sustaining  life,  bv  life 
itself;  ami  water,  like  that  of  the  well  of  Bethlehem, 
longed  for  by  Kin?  David,  one  of  its  ancient  monarchs, 
was  then,  as  before,  only  obtained  by  the  expenditure 
of  blood. 

TIicm;  evils  were,  in  a  great  measure,  counterba- 
lanced by  the  stern  resolutum  and  restless  activity  of 
King  Kichant,  who,  with  some  of  his  best  knights, 
was  ever  on  liorsi.<hack,  ready  to  repair  to  any  point 
where  danger  occurred,  and  often,  not  only  bringing 
unexp«'cte<l  succour  to  the  Christians,  but  discomfit- 
ing llie  infidels  when  ihevseemwl  most  Heciir^!  of  vic- 
tory. But  even  the  iron  frame  of  C%i'ur  de  Lion  could 
not  sui»()ort.  without  injury,  the  alternations  of  the un- 
wholtsome  clin.ate,  joined  to  censt^less  exertions  of 
body  and  mind.  He  biN-ame  afllietini  with  one  of 
those  slow  and  wasting  fovTrs  pet'ulinr  to  Asi.i,  and, 
in  despite  of  his  gnat  strength,  and  still  greater  cou- 
ragir,  grew  first  unfit  to  iiioiini  on  horseback,  and 
then  unable  lo  attend  the  councils  of  war,  which  were, 
from  time  to  time,  held  hy  the  Crusaders.  It  was  diffi- 
cult to  say  wht^iher  this  stati^of  personal  inactivity 
was  rendered  more  galling  or  more  endurable  to  the 
English  monarch,  by  tho  resolution  of  the  council  to 
eng:ige  in  a  truce  of  thirty  days  with  the  Sultan  Sala- 
din;  for  on  the  one  hand  if  he  wns  incensed  at  the 
delay  which  this  interposed  to  the  proaress  of  the 
,rreat  enferjirisc.  he  wns,  on  the  other,  somewhat  con- 
soUil  by  kin»wing  thnr  orhers  vvere  not  at^iiiring^ 
^aunls,  while  he  remained  inactive  Ufwjn  a  sick-bed. 
That,  howiTrer,  which  Copur  de  Lion  could  least 
cxouse,  was  the  grneral  inactivity  which  prevailwl  in 
the  camp  of  ihe  Crusaders,  so  soon  as  his  illness  as- 
sumed a  serious  asficct:  and  the  rersirts  whieh  he 
extracted  from  his  unwilling  attendnnls  gave  him  to 
un-li-rsrand,  that  the  hope,iof  the  host  had  abated  in 
prof^ortion  to  his  illness,  and  that  the  interval  of  truce 
was  employed,  not  in  recruiting  their  tiumbcrs,  reani- 
mnring  their  eoiirugi.s  fosterinir  their  spirit  of  cimiiiH'st, 
and  prt!pnririg  for  a  sneedy  and  determined  advance 
upon  tho  Holy  City,  which  was  tlie  object  of  their  ex- 
pednicm,  but  in  securing  the  caiiin  occupied  by  their 
diiffihishcd  followers,  with  trenches,  palisades,  and 
other  fortificn lions,  as  if  preparing  rather  to  rt^l  an 
Attack  from  a  powerful  enemy  so  soon  as  hoitiUtiee 


should  recommence,  than  to  aspumc  the  proud  ctei 
racier  of  cnnaiM:rors  and  assailants. 

The  Knglish  Kim;  chafed  under  these  reports,  Hkf 
the  imi>nso(ied  lion  viewing  his  pr>ry  from  the  iMI 
barriers  c»f  his  caL'o.  Naturally  rash  and  impetBOH^ 
the  irritability  of  his  temper  preyed  un  itself.  He  mm 
dreaded  by  his  attendants,  and  even  the  medical  ai« 
sistants  feared  to  assume  the  necewary  suthoiily^ 
whieh  a  i>hysician,  to  do  justice  to  his  patient,  mail 
needs  exercise  over  him.  One  faithful  baron.  mh$i 
p<Thap.*^  from  the  congenial  nature  of  his  dispoaitioa 
was-  devoutly  attached  to  the  King's  person,  dam 
alone  to  come  betwiien  the  dragon  and  his  «i  rath,  sod 
quietly,  but  firuily,  maintaimd  a  oooirol  fvfaicn  w 
otiKTonrtMi  assume  over  the  dangeroufl  invalid,  nd 
whieh  Thomas  de  Mutton  only  exercised,  because  ha 
estH'iiied  bis  sovereign's  life  and  honour  luore  (hn 
he  did  thi>-degn'4*  of  favour  which  he  might  lose,* 
even  the  risk  which  he  might  incur,  in  nursing  affr> 
tient  so  intractable,  and  whose  displeasure  was  m 
perilous. 

Sir  Thomas  was  the  I^rd  of  Oilsland,  in  Cvmikh 
land,  and,  in  an  age  when  surnames  and  titks  «m 
not  distinctly  attached,  as  now,  to  the  in " 


who  bore  th<  m,  he  was  callid  by  the  Nonnanf  tlia 
Lc»rd  de  Vaiix,  and  in  F.nglish,  liv  the  SBJiou,wh» 
clung  to  their  native  lanpiage,  and  weie  pmiid  etim 
share  of  Saxon  bloml  in  this  renowned  warrior's  voia 
he  was  teriiieii  Thomas,  or,  more  faniiKarly,  Than  if 
the  Oills,  or  Narrow  Valleys,  from  which  his  (xtea- 
.«ive  domains  df.-rived  their  w«ll-knuwu  appellalioa. 

Tliif!>  chief  had  l>e<n  exercised  in  alnioei  all  the  wh% 
whethir  wage<l  betwixt  Enciand  and  ScorlsBd.oi 
amongst  the  viirinus  domestie  focfii.)ns  which  tM 
tore  I  hi:  former  eouniry  asunder,  and  in  all  had  Um 
distinguished,  as  well  from  his  mihraryeoDdact  si 
his  personal  pn>wess.  He  was,  ia  other  respccMia 
rude  soldier,  blunt  snd  careless  in  his  bearing,  M 
taciturn,  nay  ahnost  sullen,  in  his  habits  of  serim 
and  seeming,  at  least,  to  ilisHaim  all  knowledge  if 
pi>licy  and  of  courtly  art.  There  were  men,  bowevo; 
who  nretendid  to  look  deeply  into  character,  whoa»' 
sertiHi  that  the  Lord  de  Vaux  was  not  lent  shrewd  ao^ 
aspiring,  than  he  was  hlnnt  and  bold,  and  who  ihoogbi 
ihiit,  while  he  n.s.^^imilattd  himself  to  the  king's  SM 
chanicter  of  blunt  hanlihood,  it  was,  in  somedms 
at  least,  with  an  eye  to  estabhsh  his  fayoor,  ids  li 
gratify  his  own  hopes  of  deep-laid  ambition.  Bstia 
one  cand  to  thwart  his  schemes,  if  such  he  had,  hf 
rivalling  him  in  the  dangerous  occupation  of  dsMyef 
tendance  on  the  sick-bed  of  a  patient,  whose  dism 
was  pnmouncid  infectious,  and  more  especiallr  wImd 
it  was  rvmembered  that  the  patient  wasCrrurorLio^ 
suHering  under  all  the  furious  impatience  of  a  saUir 
withheld  from  battle,  and  a  sovereign  Sf<(uestnef 
from  authority ;  an:l  the  common  soldiers,  at  leaitil 
the  English  army,  wen^  generally  of  opinion  thalDl 
Vaux  attende<l  oh  the  Kmg  like  comrsde  nponcsah 
rade,  in  the  honest  and  disinterested  frankm-ssoflH- 
litary  friendship,  contracted  between  the  partakcfsv 
doily  dangers. 

It  was  on  the  decline  of  a  Syrian  dav  that  Riefani 


I  lay  on  his  couch  of  sickness,  loathing  It  as  much  m 
I  mind  as  h'»  illness  made  it  irksonie  to  his  body.    Hii 


bright  blue  eye,  which  at  all  times  shone  with  ni 

mon  keenness  and  splendour,  had  its  vivacitv  asff* 

men  ted  by  fever  and  mental  impatience,  and  afanccd 

from  among  his  curled  and  iinshoni  locks  ot  yelkHr 

hair,  as  fitfully  niid  as  vividlv,  as  the  last  glrarassl 

the  sun  shoot  through  the  clouds  of  an  appiuarhintc 

thunder-storm,  which  still,  however,  are  ^Ided  byitt 

beams.    His  manly  features  showed  the  progressaf 

;  waiting  illness,  and  his  beard,  neglected  and  untrnn- 

!  med,  had  overgrown  both  lips  and  chin.    Castiii| 

himself  from  side  to  side,  now  clutching  towards  him 

I  the  coverings,  which  at  the  next  monieni  he  flaai^as 

I  impatiently  from  him,  his  tossed  couch  and  impsncat 

I  gtwturi'S  i<howed  at  om*e  Ihe  energy  and  the  letlllMi 

'  impatience  of  a  disT)Osition.  whose  natural  sphere  was 

.  thnt  of  the  most  active  exertion. 

Beside  his  couch  stood  Thomas  de  Vanx,  in  fimi, 
attitude,  and  manner,  the  strongest  possilde  cuntriM 
to  the  suffering  monarch.  His  stature  aprfoadwd 
the  gigaotic,  and  hii  hair  in  Chickneaa  miKhi  haveiti 


n.\ 


THE  TAUSMAN. 


I  that  of  SaniMon,  though  only  afkar  tlie  Iiraal- 

imjiinn's  IfK'kflhad  paatnl  under  iheshcaraof 
imincK,  fur  ihucie  of  I/e  Vjux  were  cut  ihort, 
rv  niisht  be  enclosed  under  his  helmet.    The 
his  brond,  iarse  hazei  eye,  resembled  that  of 
imn  morn,  and  it  was  only  pertiurbed  for  a  mo- 
rhen  from  time  to  time  it  was  attracted  by 
's  vehement  marks  of  agitation  and  restless* 
fliii  ioaturtrs,  though  massive  like  his  person, 
ave  been  liandsomn  before  they  were  defaceu 
ITS ;  his  upper  li)>,  after  the  fashion  of  the  Nor- 
raa  cuviTed  with  thick  mustaches,  which  grew 
and  luxuriantly  as  to  mingle  with  his  hair,  ■ 
e  his  hair,  were  dark  brown,  slightly  brindlea 
ay.    His  frame  seemed  of  that  kind  which 
•adily  dofics  lioth  toil  and  climate,  for  he  was 
nked,  bfOnd-rhested,  long-armed,  deep-breath- 
iiron;;  limbed.    He  had  not  laid  aside  his  buff- 
iic.i  displayed  the  cross  cut  on  the  shoulder, 
e  than  three  nights,  enjov-ing  but  such  mo- 
r  re(M>fle  as  the  warder  or  a  sick  monarch's 
light  by  snatches  indulge.    This  Baron  rarely 
I  his  posture,  except  to  administer  to  ilichard 
icine  or  r»*rntshnienta,  which  none  of  his  less 
i  attendantscould  persuade  the  iuipatient  mo- 
>  take ;  and  there  was  something  afKicting  in 
jlv,  yet  awkward  mannc*r,  in  which  he  dis- 
ijtiicfs  so  strangely  contrasted  with  liis  blunt 
lierly  habits  and  manners, 
•uvilion  in  which  these  iiersonages  were,  had, 
no  the  time,  as  well  as  the  personal  character 
ard,  more  of  a  warlike  than  a  sumptuous  or 
laracter.     Weapons  otlensive  and  defensive, 
of  thfm  of  strange  and  newly  invented  con- 
n,  wer<'  scattered  about  the  tented  apartment, 
fltd  uiion  the  pillars  which  supported  it.  Skins 
.aU  slain  in  the  chase  were  stretched  on  the 
or  extended  along  the  sides  of  the  pavilion,  i 
ion  a  heap  of  these  silvan  spoils,  lay  three 
IS  thev  ^'vns  then  called,  (wolf-greyhounds, 
)  of  the  largest  size,  and  as  white  aa  snow, 
ices,  marked  wiiii  many  a  scar  from  clutch , 
^  showed  their  share  in  collecting  the  trophies 
(uch  the/  rti)oseii.  and  their  eyes,  fixed  from  j 
time.  With  nn  exuressivo  stretch  and  yawn  ' 
le  bed  of  Richard,  evinced  how  much  they ; 
i*d  at  and  re;;retted  the  unwonted  inactivity  j 
thcf>-  went  ciiinpcUed  to  share.    These  were  ; 
aoeompaninients  of  the  soldier  and  hunts-  i 
>ut,  on  a  small  table  close  by  the  bed,  was ! 
I  shield  of  wrought  steel,  of  triangular  form,  | 
the  three  lions  passant,  first  assumed  by  the  i 
iuj<  monarch,  and  befon^  it  the  soldcn  circlet, ) 
in;;  much  a  ducal  coronet,  only  that  it  was 
in  front  than  b€*hiiid,  which,  with  the  purple 
nd  enibn)idered  tiara  that  lined  it,  fornKHl  tiien 
deiM  of  Kimland'rt  sover«i:{nty.    Beside  it,  as 
3tlor  tiel't  ndinu:  the  regal  symiKil,  lay  a  mighty 
xe,  whieli  would  have  wearied  the  arm  of  any 
lan  <.*(i'ur  de  Lion. 

I  otittrr  partition  of  the  pavilion  waited  two 
9  ofTiC'Ts  of  the  royal  household,  depressed, 
I  for  their  master's  healthy  and  not  less  so ; 
r  own  safety,  in  case  of  his  decease.  Ttieir  ■ 
apprt'hensions  spR>ad  themselviv  to  the  wani- ; 
loiit,  who  i>a(-ed  about  in  downcast  and  silent  ■ 
plaiion,  or,  resting  on  their  hulberda,  stood  ' 
.ess  on  their  post,  rather  like  armed  trophies  I 
•ing  warriors.  ' 

ihi>u  hast  no  better  news  to  bring  me  from 
^  Sir  Tluinias  ?"  said  the  King,  after  a  long 
turbeil  sdent^,  spen)  in  the  feverish  axitation 
we  have  endeavoureil  to  deiuTiln'.  "  All  our 
turned  women,  and  our  lailies  l>eronie  de- 
and  neither  a  spark  of  valour  nor  of  g;illaniry 
hten  a  e;imp,  which  con tuina  the  choicest  of 
a  rhlvalr\— Ha !'' 

•  tru'*e,  my  lord."  said  De  Vauz,  with  the  same 
c  with  whii'h  he  had  twenty  times  rcpc'atiid 
lanation— "  the  truce  prevents  us  Ix'aring  our- 
is  men  of  action  ;  and,  for  the  ladies  I  am  no 
•vclkr,  as  is  well  known  to  your  Majesty,  and 
e.'-chnuge  steel  and  bufT  for  velvet  and  gold— 
M  far  1  know,  that  our  dioicest  beauties  are 


waiting  upon  the  Qmra'a  M^jorty  tad  (he  Princesi^ 
to  a  pilgrimage  to  the  convent  of  Rngaddi,  to  accoiti- 
plish  their  vows  for  your  Highnesses  dcliverunoe  from 
this  trouble.*'  ' 

"  And  is  it  thus,'*  said  Richard,  with  the  inipatienoo 
of  indisposition,  "that  ro)'al  matrons  and  maidena 
should  risk  themselves,  where  the  dogs  who  defila 
the  land  have  aa  little  truth  to  man,  aa  tney  have  faith 
towards  God  ?" 

"  Nay,  my  lord,"  said  De  Vaux,  "they  have  Sala- 
din's  word  for  their  safi'ty." 

''  True,  true !"  replied  Richard,  "  and  I  did  the 
heathen  Soldan  injustice— I  owe  him  reparation  for 
it.— Would  God  I  were  but  fit  to  oliur  it  him  upon 
my  body  between  the  two  hosts— Christendom  and 
Heathenesse  both  looking  on !" 

As  Richard  spoke,  he  tlirust  his  right  arm  out  of 
bed  naked  to  the  ahouldcr.  and.  painfully  raising  him- 
self in  his  coucli,  shook  liia  clenched  hand,  as  if  it 
grasped  sword  or  battle-axe,  and  was  then  bran 
dished  over  the  jewelled  turban  of  the  Soklan.  ,  U 
was  not  without  a  gentle  degree  of  violence,  which 
the  King  would  8i*ari'^>  have  endnrL>d  from  anothei; 
that  Dc^aux,  in  his  character  of  sick-nurse,  com 
pclled  his  royal  master  to  replace  himself  m  th« 
couch,  and  <>ovcred  his  sinewy  arm,  m-ck  and  shoiiU 
dera,  with  the  care  which  a  mother  bestows  upon  aa 
impatient  chdd. 

'  'I'hou  art  a  rough  nurK\  though  a  willing  one,  Dt 
Vaux,"  said  the  Kmg,  laughing  with  a  bitter  exprev- 
aion,  while  he  submititd  to  the  strength  which  he  wa* 
unable  to  resist ;  "  incthinks  a  coif  would  become  thf 
lowering  featuns  as  well  aa  a  child's  biggin  would 
liecH«m  mine.  We  shouki  bo  a  babe  aiid  nurae  to 
frigh  ten  jgirls  wi  th !" 

*'  We  have  frightened  men  in  our  time,  ray  liege,'* 
said  De  Vaux :  "  and,  I  trust,  may  live  to  frightoa 
them  again.  What  is  a  fever-fit,  that  we  ahuidd  not 
endure  it  patiently,  in  order  to  gel  rid  of  it  easily  7" 

"  Fever-fit  !'*  exclaimed  Richanl,  impetuously  ; 
"  thou  mayst  think,  and  justly,  tiint  it  is  a  fi-'ver-fit 
with  me;  but  what  ia  it  with  inll  the  other  Christian 
princes— with  Philip  of  France— with  that  dull  Aua- 
trian— with  him  of  Montscrrrat— with  the  Hospital- 
lers—with tlie  Templars— what  is  it  with  all  them  7~- 
I  will  tell  thee— it  is  a  cold  palsy— a  dead  lethargy— 
a  disease  that  deprives  them  of  speech  and  action-;- 
a  canker  that  has  eaten  into  the  lienrt  of  all  that  it 
noble  and  chivalrous,  and  virtuous  among  thi'm—that 
has  made  them  false  to  the  noblest  vow  ever  knighCi 
were  sworn  tf>— has  made  them  indifierent  to  their 
fame  and  forgetful  of  their  God !" 

*'  Fur  the  love  of  Heaven,  my  liege,"  aaid  De  Vau^ 
"  take  it  less  violently!  Vou  will  be  heard  without 
doors,  where  such  speeches  are  but  too  current 
already  among  the  common  soldiiTy,  and  cngi*nd(V 
dis<*ord  and  contention  in  the  Christian  host.  Bethink 
you  that  your  illness  mars  the  mainspring  of  their 
enterprise:  a  mangonel  will  work  without  screw  and 
lever  better  than  the  Christian  host  without  King 
Richard." 

"Thou  flattcri'St  me,  De  Vaux,"  said  Richard ;  and, 
not  insensible  u>  the  |K>wer  of  praise,  he  rcchncd  him 
head  on  the  pillow,  with  a  mon>  delibr'raie  attcmnt 
to  reposi;  than  he  had  yet  exiiihiti'd.  KutTli<)ma8  am 
Vaux  was  no  cotrrtier  :  the  (ihrase  which  had  offered 
had  risen  spi>ntaneous[v  to  his  lips ;  and  he  knew  not 
how  to  pursue  the  pleasimz  theme,  so  as  to  soothe 
and  prolonu  the  vein  whieh  he  had  excited.  Hm 
was  silent,  therefore,  until,  ri'lapsing  into  his  moo<ly 
contcmplaiions,  the  King  demanded  of  him  sharply, 
"  Despardieux  !  This  is  smoothly  said  to  so«>the  ft 
siek  mans  but  does  u  league  of  luonarchs,  an  assi*ni- 
blagc  of  nobles,  a  convocation  (»f  all  the  chivalry  of 
Kurope,  dnxjp  with  the  sickness  of  one  man,  though 
he  chances  to  lie  King  of  Rnsdand  7  Why  should 
Richard's  illness,  or  Richard's  dtjaih.  check  the  inarch 
of  thirty  fhoiisund  men,  ns  brave  us  nimself  7  When 
the  master  stag  is  struck  down,  the  henl  do  not  di*» 
perse  upon  his  fall— when  the  f'dcnn  strikes  the  lead* 
ins  crane,  another  takes  the  guidance  of  the  ohulans. 
—Why  do  not  the  powers  asHtmble  and  choose  sonw 
one,  to  whom  they  may  intniat  the  guidance  of  thfl 
huai?" 
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"  Forsooth,  an  if  it  plensp  your  Majcjiiv."  said  Dc 
Vaux,  "  I  henr  consul  I  atioris  liave  bcH'n  iicld  among 
the  royal  leaders  for  wimc  siirh  purpus*'." 

"  Ha!"  exclaimed  Kithnrd,  his ji'alousvBwakpn'.*d, 

f'viim:  his  iinjntnl  imtalrMii  another  dirfrTinn— "  Am 
fori?of  by  my  allif**  arc  I  hnvr  ttik»n  th«*  la»l  sarra- 
ment  .'—do  thry  hold  nw ilmd  alri*ady  ?— Bui  no.  n*)— 
they  are  ri^ht— And  whum  do  they  sekot  as  leader  of 
thei*hriHiuin  \\o»t  V 

"  Rank  and  di;;nity,"  said  De  Vaux,  "  point  to  the 
Kinir  of  Franrc." 

"Oh,  ay,"  answered  the  English  monarch,  "Pliilip 
of  France  and  Navarre -Dennis  Mounijoie— his  Most 
Christian  Majesty  !— muuth-Hllinfc  words  thes^'  !^ 
Hiere  is  but  one  risk— that  he  mislit  mistake  the 
'Words  Kn  arrih-e  for  /'Jn  araut^  and  lead  un  hack  to 
Paris,  instead  of  marching  to  Jerusalem.  His  t>olitic 
head  has  learned  by  this  time,  that  there  is  more  to 
bo  gotten  by  oppressing  his  feudatories,  and  pillnnn^ 
his  a  I  litis,  than  fighting  with  the  Turks  for  the  Holy 
Scmdchrc." 

They  might  choose  the  iYrchduke  of  Austria," 
■aid  Dc  Vaux. 

"  What !  because  he  is  biff  and  burly  like  thyst'lf, 
Thomas— nearly  as  thick-heailed,  hut  without  thy 
indifference  to  Aanii^iT,  and  carelcssncHs  of  offence  1 
1  tell  then  that  Austria  has  in  all  that  mass  uf  tlesh 
no  holder  animation,  than  i»  alli)rded  hy  the  peevish- 
ness of  a  wasp,  and  the  courage  of  a  wren.  Out 
upon  him!  he  a  leader  of  chivalry  to  deeds  of  glory! 
--Give  him  a  flagon  of  rlienish  to  drink  with  his 
besmirched  baan>n-hauters  and  lance-knechis." 

"There  is  the  Grand  Master  of  thi;  Ti*mplars." 
continued  the  baron,  not  sorry  to  keep  his  master's 
attention  en;;a;?i'd  on  otlwr  topics  than  his  own 
illness,  though  at  the  expense  of  the  characters  of 
prince  and  potentate— "There  is  the  Grand  Master 
of  the  Templars,"  he  continued,  "undaunted,  skilful, 
brave  in  battle,  and  sage  in  council,  having  no  sepa- 
rate kingdoms  of  his  own  to  divert  his  exert  ion  a 
from  the  recover^'  of  the  Holy  Land— what  thinks 
your  Maje.^ty  of  the  Master  as  a  general  leader  of  the 
Christian  host  7" 

"Ha,  Beau-Seant?"  answered  the  King.  "Oh, 
no  exception  can  be  taken  to  Brother  Giles  Aniaury 
—he  understands  the  ordering  of  a  battle,  and  the 
lighting  in  front  when  if  begins.  But,  Sir  Thomas, 
were  it  fair  to  take  the  Holy  Land  from  the  heathen 
Saladin,  so  full  of  all  the  virtues  which  may  distin- 
guish unchristene<l  man,  and  give  it  to  Giles  Anirurv, 
a  worse  Pagan  than  himself— an  idolater— a  devil- 
worshipper— a  necromancer— who  praeiises  crimc;s 
the  most  dark  and  unnatural,  in  the  vaults  and  secret 
places  of  abomination  and  darkness  ?" 

"The  Grand  Master  of  the  Hospitallers  of  St. 
John  of  Jerusalem  is  not  tainted  by  fame,  either  with 
heresy  or  magic,"  said  Thomas  de  Vaux. 

"But  is  ho  not  a  sordid  miner ?"  sjiid  Richard, 
hastily;  "has  he  notbci'n  suspected —ay,  more,  than 
■uspected— of  selling  to  the  infidels  those  advaniagi>s 
which  ihey  would  never  have  won  by  fair  force? 
Tush,  man,  better  give  the  army  to  Ik*  made  mer- 
chandise of  by  Venetian  skipix'ra  and  Lombaniy 
pedlars,  than  trust  it  to  the  Grand  Master  of  St 
John." 

"Well,  then,  I  will  venture  but  another  guess." 
aaid  the  Baron  de  Vaux—"  What  say  you  to  the  gal- 
lant Marquis  of  Montscrrat,  so  wise,  so  elegant,  such 
ftoiKxi  man-ar-arms?" 

^  Wise?  cunning,  you  would sav," replied  Richard ; 
"elegant  in  a  lan>''s  chanil>er,  if  you  will.  Oh,  ay, 
Conrade  of  Montiferrat,— who  knows  not  the  popin- 
jay? Politic  and  versaiile,  ho  will  chan'j^  you  hia 
purposes  as  often  as  the  trimmings  of  his  doublet, 
ana  you  shall  never  [ye  able  to  gtiess  the  hue  of  his 
inmost  vestments  from  their  outward  colours.  A 
man-at-arms?  ay,  a  fine  figure  on  horseback,  and 
can  beu"  him  well  in  the  tilt-yard,  n-^d  at  the  barriers, 
when  Hwords  are  blunted  at  pir'.it  and  eilgo.  and 
ifiearH  are  tipped  with  trenchers  of  wood,  instead  of 
ateel  pikes.  Wert  thou  not  with  Me,  when  1  said  to 
that  same  gay  MarriuiH,  '  Here  we  be,  three  otkmI 
Christian!*,  and  on  vimder  plain  there  pricks  a  band 
of  Mme  threescore  Saracens,  what  say  you  ii>  charge 


)  them  briskly  ?   There  are  but  twent)  unbelievinf 

j  HiinorcantM  to  each  true  knight.' '' 

I     "I  n'coilect  the  Marquis  replied,"  saidDeVau^ 

i  "that  his  hnihH  were  of  tlejfh,  nut  of  iron,  and  that 
hi:  would  ra tiler  hear  the  heart  of  a  man  than  of  a 
hea8i,  thoii.uh  that  beast  were  the  lion.  But  I  me 
how  it  in— we  shrill  end  where  we  began,  without 
ho|N*  of  prayinu  at  the  Sepulchre,  until  Heaven  shall 
restore  King  Riv-hard  to  health."  j 

At  this  grave  remark,  Richard  burst  out  into  a  : 
hearty  tit  t}f  laugh ter,  the  first  which  he  had  for  sow 
time  indulged  in.  "Why,  what  a  thing  iai-onHrience," 
he  said,  "  that  through  lis  means  even  such  a  thick- 
witted  northern  lord  as  thou  canst  bring  thy  •mw- 
reign  to  confess  his  folly !  It  is  true,  thai,  did  they  dm 

ftruiKise  ihtim8«>lves  as  fit  to  hold  mv  UAdmg-siaC 
ittle  should  I  care  for  plucking  the  i^ken  trappingi 
otf  the  puppets  thou  hast  shown  me  in  succession— 
What  contrems  it  me  what  fine  tin.sel  rubrs  tlier 
swagger  in,  unless  when  they  are  named  as  nvais  ii 
the  gioriouMenterpriw;  tu  which  1  have  vowed  n»- 
st;if?  Vus,  De  Vaux,  I  confess  my  weakness,  iiid  tu 
wilfulness  of  my  ambition.  The  Christian  camp  ooo- 
tain:*,  doubtless,  many  a  better  knight  than  RKkuud 
of  Kngland,  and  it  would  be  wise  and  worthy  M 
assign  to  the  best  of  them  the  leading  of  the  host— 
but,  continued  the  warlike  monarch,  raising  hiD- 
si>lf  in  his  l>eii,  and  shakmg  the  cover  jfroin  his  bead, 
while  his  eves  sparkled  as  ihey  were  wont  to  dooa 
the  eve  of  battle,  "were  such  a  knight  to  plant  the 
banner  of  the  Cross  on  the  Temple  of  Jerusalrii^ 
while  I  was  niiable  to  bear  my  share  in  the  noble  task, 
he  should,  so  sorm  as  I  was  fit  to  lay  lance  in  reti, 
under^>  my  challenge  to  mortal  combat,  for  having 
diminished  my  fame,  and  pressed  in  before  lo  ibe 
object  of  my  entenirise.- But  hark,  what  trumpeii 
are  those  at  a  distance  ?" 

"Those of  King  Philip,  as  I  guess,  my  liege,"  nid 
the  stout  Englishman." 

"Thou  art  dull  of  ear.  Thomas."  said  the  Kinft 
endeavourins  to  start  up— "hearest  thou  not  thai 
clash  and  ciang?  By  Heaven,  the  Turks  are  in  die 
camp— I  hear  their  lelies."* 

He  again  endeavoured  to  get  out  of  bed,  and  De 
Vaux  was  obligi>d  to  exercise  his  own  great  strensihi 
and  also  to  sumruon  the  assistance  of  the  cfaauibo- 
lainsfrom  the  inner  tent,  to  n^straiti  him. 
,  "Thou  art  a  false  traitor,  De  Vaux,"  saki  the  in- 
censtxi  monarch,  when,  breathless  and  exliaaated 
with  struggling,  he  was  com[>elled  to  submit  to  sup^ 
rior  strtMigth,  and  to  remse  in  auiet  on  iiis  couch.  "I 
would  1  were — 1  would  I  were  but  strong  enough  ID 
dash  thy  brains  out  with  my  batile-axel 

"I  would  you  had  the  stn'ngth,  my  licgc,"  said  De 
Vaux,  "and  wouhl  even  take  the  risk,  of  its  beragfo 
employed.  The  odds  would  be  great  in  favour  of 
Christendom,  were  Thomas  Multon  dead,  and  deer 
de  Lion  himself  again." 

"Mine  honest  faithful  servant,"  said  Richard,, ex- 
tending his  hand,  which  the,  baron  reverentiallr 
saluted,  "forgive  thy  master's  impatience  of  mood. 
It  is  this  burning  fever  which  clnd(»  thee,  and  not 
thy  kind  maste.r,  Richard  of  Kngland.  But  eo.  1 
prithee,  and  bring  mc  word  what  sti^ngers  areiii  the 
camp,  for  these  sounds  are  not  of  Christemiom." 

D>o  Vaux  \ei\  tho  pavilion  oirthe  errand  assigned, 
and  in  his  absence,  which  he  had  resolved  shuold  be 
brief,  he  charged  the  chamberiains,  pages,  and  at- 
tedants,  to  redouble  their  attention  on  their  sovereign, 
with  threats  of  holding  them  to  responsihility,  whieh 
rather  adder]  to  than  diminished  their  timid  anxiety 
in  tho  dincharge  of  theif  dutv;  for  next  perhaps  to 
the  ire  of  the  monarch  himself,  ihev  dreailed  tnatol 
the  stern  and  inexorable  Lord  of  Giialand.t 

*  Tlic  wMr-crinN  of  the  Mowlem.ib. 

f  He  WH«  II  liiMlftricnl  lii'ro.  faitlifiiUr  attaelied,  ai  In  hMVM 

1>Te*mii,  to  Kinv  Riirlmrfl.and  in  niitir«*d  with  diciinctiMi  ia  it* 

rmnaiioe  mpiiiioiNrd  in  the  IninMluciion.    At  riie  tirginniniof 

tho  mmnnrr,  nrNmtioii  ia  made  or  a  ttHirnnment,  in  which  tha 

;  kint!  roiumii  Ihni;  timei  wiUi  a  fn>«h  mil  of  aramur.  which 

i  acU'd  n*  a  divcuiKe  ;  nnd  ot  each  arr«aranr(>,  Mnn^  kmcMaf 

■  j|n*ni  priMvoM  hud  a  litinrii  imounicr  wirh  him.  WlMrn  KicIuwA 
rKfumi'd  ilio  MT.md  limH.  thi;  r<in->win(  it  Mr.  Eiii«*«  aoTMnt 

■  of  hi%  procMHtinffN  :-*'  Ho  now  mimntcd  a  bajr  Imrrie.  aMHN4 
1  a  Hui  uf  onnuor  paioied  red,  and  a  hulam.  tlia  cnai  of  whMb 
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CHAPTER  VII.  I  with  whom  ho  hnd  horn  onfin;:cd  durinc  hiitwholo 

en.  n«.tff  iva,  «  i.mP  nn  the  March  parts  yet  i  \'^'-  »"  P"vaU-  OF  piiblir  warfnrv,  nnd  on  whom  lit-  lind 

I'lum  Srntti^ii  with  r.diitiiiii  mft,  |  innicrH  niniiv  rnlitmitics,  whiU'  he  nn<i  siistniiicd  Qt 

I  It  wa.«  mnr**!  ifih«-  hmJ  lii(#od  rim  nut  rivir  linnds  ijol  n  liw.  Hi.«*  I.ivt.*  and  dcvoli'in  to  tht 
U  ilie  rain  J(m»  hi  ih«  *\n^-L-  Htt:it  ofOtttrboum  K  ff  wii-  lik.>  iho  vivid  afF  riion  (if  \\w  (dd  Kru''ish 
>r«iiiiERABLF.  bnml  of  Si^ofiish  wnrrior!  had  [  m-.  nfl'to  hi^  nui.^tpr,  Ir.ivm^  liini  churlish  nnd  ina«> 
he  CriiMdiT?,  and  had  nainrnlly  f  Ince<1  ihrm-  .  ciM^ible  in  all  cilhrrs  even  iowarda  tliost^  to  whom 
indiT  ihi-  command  of  the  Kn^lisli  monarrli,  |  ho  wnd  mditf't-rent,  and  ron;:li  and  dan{;eruiiR  1o  any 
ik«  his  native  troops,  mofi  of  ihoni  of  iSaxon  !  against  whom  he  entertained  a  iirejudiee.  Dt:  Vaux 
iiman  descent,  speakins;  the  snmc  lan^un^ett.  I  had  iu'ver  ohservtMl,  without  jea!oi;t«y  and  dippieasure, 
td,  some  of  them,  of  r.njrlish  as  well  as  Seix  ,  fiis  Kitis  exhihit  nny  mark  of  eon rlesty  or  favour  to 
mesnes,  and  allied,  in  some  easi?s,  hv  blood  j  the  wicked,  deecitful,  and  foroeiou«  raiv,  born  on  the 
termarriase.  Tlie  period  aUo  pn-eetTed  that  other  side  of  a  river,  or  an  imnsinary  line  drawn 
:he  fntiKpins;  ambition  of  Kdward  I.  (rave  a  |  ihrmi^ih  waste  and  wilderness,  and  he  even  donbu-d 
and  envenomed  character  t«i  the  warsbotwixt !  the  success  of  a  Cru!>ade  in  which  they  were  suflrn'd 
)  nations ;  the  Kn^dish  fii;htinz  for  the  subju-  !  to  bear  arms,  iioIdinK  them  in  his  secret  Kud  little 
of  Scotland,  and  the  Scottish,  with  all  tnc  ,  better  than  the  Saracens,  whom  he  came  to  combnL 
Iclermination  and  obstinacy  which  has  ever  '  It  may  be  addt>d,  that,  as  bernt^  himself  a  blunt  and 
lerized  their  nation,  for  the  defence  of  their  in-  -  downfisjht  Knfflishman,  unaccustomed  to  conceal  the 
ence,  by  the  most  vi<dent  means,  under  the  '  «liirh test  movement  either  of  love  or  of  dislike,  he  ac- 
sadvantageouscinnimstances,  and  at  the  Mjosi  j  counted  the  fair-spoken  ciunrsy,  which  the  Scots 
e  hazard.  As  yet,  wars  betwixt  the  two  iia-  ;  had  learned,  either  from  imitation  of  their  frequent 
rionah  fi»;rec  and  fn'ijuent,  had  been  eonchrcii^  .  allies,  the  French,  or  which  nught  have  aristn  from 
ciples  of  fair  h<»»tiiity.  and  adnjitted  of  those  I  their  own  proud  and  reservid  character,  as  a  false 
ii;  shades  by  whicji  eourtesy.  and  the  respetet  j  and  astueipus  mark  of  the  most  dangerous  desig^ns 
li  nnd  generous  foemen^  qualify  and  mitigate  against  their  iieighbours,  over  whom  hi- believed,  with 
rors  of  war.  In  time  of  peace,  therefore,  and  j  gimuine  English  confidence,  they  could,  by  fair  man- 
lly  whi*n  lH)th,  as  at  presint,  were  engaged  in  .  hood,  never  obtain  any  ailvnntnire. 

age<i  in  Inhalf  of  a  common  cause,  and  ren-  j  Yet,  though  Dc  Vaux  eniertnini*d  these  sentiments 
enr  to  them  by  thfir  ideas  of  religion,  the  ad-  :  concerning  his  northern  neighbours,  and  extended 
•m  of  both  cotmtries  fre<iuontly  fought  side  by  I  them,  with  little  mitigation,  even  to  such  as  had  as- 
leir  national  enndation  jBt.rving  only  to  stimu-  sumed  the  Cross,  his  rt>speet  for  the  Kin^,  and  a  sense 
nil  to  excel  each  other  in  their  eiliirts  against  I  of  the  duty  impos'-d  by  his  vow  as  a  Crusader,  pre- 
fiinon  enemy.  i  venre<l  him  from  disnlaying  tlu-m  otherwise  than  by 

Frank  and  martial  character  of  Riehanl,  who  regularly  shunning  all  intercourse  with  his  Scottish 
lo  distim-tion  betwixt  his  own  subjects  and  |  hretlm;n-at-arms,  as  fur  as  ])ossible,  by  ob.«erving  s 
■f  Wiiliam  of  Swthind. except ing  as  they  bore  sullen  taciturnity,  when  eomptlleil  to  mei-t  them  oc- 
Ivrs  ill  the  field  of  battle,  triided  much  to  eon- .  casionally.^and  by  looking  sirornfully  upon  thein 
:!u-  tniMps  of  both  nations,  hut  upon  his  ill-  '  when  tht-y  encountercii  on  the  march  and  in  camp, 
ind  (he  disadvantagnius  cireumstiinei's  in  The  Scottish  barons  and  knights  were  not  men  to 
the  Crusail»r»  wt-re  placed,  the  national  din-  '  hear  his  sconi  unobserved  or  unrephed  to ;  end  it 
letween  flie  various  bands  united  in  the  Cm-  ■  came  to  that  pas.**,  that  he  was  n^zarded  ds  ihedeter- 
^gan  to  di7<i-.layits(lf.  just  as  old  wounds  break  mined  and  active  enemy  of  a  nation,  whom,  after  all, 
e.->h  in  the  human  body,  when  under  the  in-  |  he  oidy  disliked,  and  in  some  sort  despised.  Nay,  it 
ol'  diw^ase  or  debility.  was  remarked  by  close  observers,  that  if  he  had  not 

Seottish  and  Kugli^l^ifiually  jealous  and  hidi-  ■  towards  them  the  charitv  of  Scripture,  which  suiflfeth 
,  niid  apt  to  tak^MifF,. nee,— the  former  th<'  more  long  and  jiulircskindlv,  he  was  by  no  means  deficieiit 
aiis*'  ihi"  iHion^and  th'' weaker  nation,— U'L^an  !  in  the  subordinate  and  limiii'd  virtue,  which  alleviates 
iy>,  hv  iniirnal  diss*  lis  on,  the  pfriiMl  when  the  '  and  nlieves  the  wants  of  others.  The  wealth  of 
:rhnili'  ihrin  to  wn-ak  thiir  united  venifi-auee  ,  Thomas  of  Gilsland  procured  supplies  of  provisions 
Sarn«'i  n«.  r,ik«' the  eoiiti.nflinu'K«iman chief;*  and  mi^icines  and  some  of  these  usually  flowed  by 
tl;(>  Senitish  would  adrmt  no  stiiHTiority,  and  ;  si^'ret  channels  into  the  ipiurtt  r.<4  irf  the  Scottish;  his 
M..'hi-i  11  neiuhboiirs  would  briNtk  no  njuality.  Mirly  l»en<!VoU  nee  pn>cc<  (hug  on  ihe  principle,  that, 
\vtr<-  I'hartzis  nnd  rerriniinations  and  both  the  !  next  to  a  man's  friend,  bis  foe  wa^  of  most  import- 
)ii  Mililien,  aud  ihrir  leaders  and  eommaiifiers,  ■  ance  to  him,  passins  over  all  the  interinuiliatc  rela- 
nd  been  ::niMl  cumnides  in  time  of  vietory,  '  tions,  as  too  indiHerent  to  merit  even  a  thought. 
d  on  t-ai'h  otiur  in  the  [H^riiKl  of  adversity,  as  ;  I'his  explanation  is  necessary,  in  order  that  the  reader 

union  had  not  been  then  mon^  e.<si>nlial  than  j  niav  fully  understand  what  we  are  now  to  detail, 
ut  iinlv  t«»  tile  success  of  liieir  eoinnum  cause,  i  Thomas  de  Vaux  had  not  made  many  stef^s  beyond 
th»ir  Joint  safity.  The  same  disunion  had  i  the  entrance  of  the  royal  pavilion,  when  he  was  aware 
to  sh'iw  iis«  If  betwixt  the  French  and  F.nir-  ■  of  what  the  far  more  aeule  ear  of  the  Kngiish  mo- 
H  Iialiausand  the  (T.Tinan*  and  even  K't  ween  ]  nareh.  no  mean  proficient  in  the  art  of  minstrelsy,  had 
nt  s  and  th«?  .Swedes;  but  it  '\y  only  that  whicli  instanllv  discoven-*!,  that  the  musical  strains,  namely, 
i  tlie  two  nations  wh'iiii  itne  ij^lnnd  bred,  and  I  w;hich  had  reachetl  their  ears,  were  producixJ  by  the 
•:\\\*-i\  mop'  uuiniatcfi  auain>t  each  other  for  I  pipes,  shalms,  nnd  kettledrums  of  the  Snracens;  and, 
r>-  reason,  that  our  narrative  is  princip.illy  con-  ,  ft  the  buttoiii  of  an  avi-nuc  of  tents,  which  formed  a 
with.  '  bn)aii  acc4.'St:  tr)  the  pavilion  o^  Richard,  he  could  see 

II  tile  Knylish  noblrs  who  had  followwl  their  |  a  crowd  of  idle  soldiers  nssembli-d  uruund  the  spot 
to  Prdesiine.  De  Vaux  wjis  nutst  prejudiced  from  whieh  the  music  wns  heurd  almost  in  the  centre 
t  the  Seottish  ;  they  witc  his  near  m  ii^hUiurs,  !  of  the  camp;  and  he  saw,  with  great  sun>ri.'".',  mingled 

I  :Miiid  the  bitlmets  of  various  forms  worn  bv  the 
h1  i.-rtuxt.  with  n  tonr  imt  wbirh  rrnrhMt  to  iho  FBrth ;  j  Crusaders  of  difleren I  nations,  while  turbans  and  long 
Mill  ml-  H.ir.i  to  roiixi'v  iih  iiiiiiciiaium  nsjiieitt  !»*••  iwu-  jtikes,  announcing  the  presence  of  armed  Saracens. 
un..^  ivi.o  .t..r;i.-,l  11..-  H..l»  l.iii..J.iitul  hii'  .ij«.-rinii.uti.Mi  ,  ,„„i  ,|,e  hu«e  deformed  heads  of  several  camels  or  dro- 
iii>i    tl.iir  il.  ..trurtMin.     Hh*  luit  M»fll«Meii»Iv  nii:imli/eil  ,  „„^i„  • ._    .\„».-|,^,|,;,.-  ,u..   ,.„,|,;i.,,i..   i.,,  „,J   ^r  fk^'. 

in  lo-  n.-w  .ii*.-iiiM'.  iiM  PKi..  inin  fhe  mhWm  for  th ir-  |  iwtlaries,  overliKikitig  the  multilittle  by  aid  of  their 

>i-li«(i.i-.'n  iiiiiri'  rnniiiiiiihii'  .-liivKTMnry  :  uiiii.  (ii>li\i>riiiif  :  lon'j  disproportioiied  uet'ks. 

\r  t#  \u*  rMiiri'.  i.mi;  hi»ii:fli<'.  iniii  nuMtuiicii  >\t  The  I  WtiudiTing  uiid  displeaseii  at  asi^'ht  so  unexi>ectfid 
Mii;n.i,.  h  i.iiU-1.1  wh..;-  i.'.m.M  hh^  ii.r-.rve,i:v  I.,-!.!  „„,!  angular,- for  II  wos  eusioiiiarv  to  have  nil  nan 
,-,1  ! ,  :,  ».  .,w  «i.iHi  wuiil.i  l.axr  u-i.^.i  n  r..r.mnn  .ul  "1  trucc  uuil  o  her  comuniuieations  Inmi  the  nemy 
r»iHii»  niUiM-inmii  iiiL'4Miiii.uiiiii-i- iiiiiifi'ireiM  uiifTf;  '  at  nn  appointed  plnc4>  wiihoni  the  barra  rs— the  baron 
II4III.  hhMiu-  NiNHii  lit  him  n  i-riiiii  tu»i  nwin-  vi.iUiit    looked  cagcrlv  round  f«jr  s.»iiie  on«'  t>f  whom  he  inighl 

iih  n';:;;;  ii;;;Mi;:;',;yi:.:;*:;!*.f;;^ur'.;:;;:;;r:;;;.^ ;  i«>Muire  the  eaun-of  .his  alarming  novelty. 

^  .1).  ,.n..'  .nrtiruit, .  I..IIM  i.rT  will,  ali  .peed  lutu  tluf  ,  "  •>«  f»rsl  P  r*^»n  whom  h«-  nut  advain-iuc  to  him,  Xm 
>LLi.u'a  h^cctfeM/u,  \'\u  ihi,  m  1  Sv.(  down  at  once,  by  ins  grave  and  iiuu^hty  step^  ■■ 
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a  Simniani  or  a  Scot ;  and  presently  after  mutterod 
to  liimaelf— "  And  a  Scot  it  is— h«;  of  the  Lwpard.— 
I  have  wvn  him  fight  indiiferently  well,  for  one  of  his 
country." 

Loath  to  nak  even  a  pnnsing  qiic!>rion,  ho  was  about 
to  p^^  '^ir  Kenneth,  with  that  sullen  and  lowering 
port  which  si^ems  to  say,  "  I  know  thee,  but  I  will 
hold  no  coniniunication  with  ihee:"  but  his  puitMise 
was  defeated  by  tin;  northern  knii^fit,  who  moved  for- 
ward directly  to  him.  and  accosiin;^  him  with  forninl 
courtesy,  said,  '*  My  Ltird  de  Vaux  of  Gilsland,  1  have 
111  charge  to  »«peak  with  voil" 

"  Hn  !'•  returned  the  Knglish  baron,  "  with  me  ? 
But  savj'our  pleasure,  so  it  be  shortly  spokt-n— I  am 
on  thi'  Kin^i's  errantJ." 

"Mill'.'  touches  Kin;;  Richard  yet  nifire  nearly," 
answi^rLd  Sir  Kenneth ;  "  I  briiv^  him,  I  trust, 
health." 

The  Lord  of  Gilsland  measured  the  Scot  with  in- 
credulous ''yes,  and  repliut,  "  Thou  art  no  leech,  I 
think.  Sir  Scot— I  had  as  t*oon  thoui;ht  of  your  bniig- 
iug  thi:  Kinjs  of  England  wealth." 

Sir  Kenneth,  though  diiijjleas^td  with  the  manner  of 
the  baron's  reply,  answoroa  calmly ; ''  Hualtli  to  Rich- 
ard is  glor)'  and  wealth  to  Christcnfloni.— Kut  my 
time  presses ;  1  pray  you,  may  1  sec  the  KiiiK  7*' 

** Purely  not,  fair  ssr,"  said  the  ban)n,  "until  your 
errand  be  told  more  distinctly.  The  sick  chamliersof 
princes  open  not  to  all  who  inquire,  like  a  northern 
hastelr>'.'* 

"  My  lord,"  said  Kenneth,  "  thecross  which  I  wear 
in  common  with  yourself,  and  the  importance  of 
what  I  have  to  icll,  must  for  the  present,  cause  me  to 

SBss  over  a  bearing  which  else  I  wen^  unapt  to  en- 
ure. In  plain  lant<:uai;e,  then,  I  bring  with  me  a 
Moorish  physician,  who  undertakes  to  work  a  cure  on 
Kmg  Rii:hard." 

"A  Moorish  physician  !"  said  De  Vaux;  "and  who 
will  wan  ant  that  he  brings  not  poisons  instead  of 
remedies  ?" 

"  His  own  life,  my  lord— his  head,  which  he  offers 
as  a  guarantee." 

"1  have  known  many  a  resolute  niffian,"  said  De 
Vaux, "  who  valut.tl  his  own  life  as  little  as  it  dt'served, 
and  would  tro<n>  to  the  gallow.t  as  merrily  as  if  the 
hangman  were  nin  partner  in  a  dance." 

*'  But  thus  it  is,  my  lord,"  replied  the  Scot ;  "  Sa- 
ladiih  to  whom  nonu  will  deny  the  credit  of  a  gene- 
rous and  valiant  enemy,  hath  si^nt  tliis  leech  hither 
with  an  honourable  n.;tmueand  ^uard^  bi.'fittmg  the 
faj^H^  esiiiiiation  in  which  El  Ilakim*  is  held  Sy  the 
Koldan,  and  with  fruits  and  n  treHhmentsfdr  the  King's 
private  ehamiii  r,  and  such  message  as  may  pass  be- 
twixt hoiiourablt.'enemieH,  praying  hiui  to  U'  reeovertd 
of  his  fever,  tha:  he  may  be  the  fitter  to  rectuve  a  visit 
from  the  Soldaii,  wiili  iiis  naked  cimeier  in  his  hand, 
and  a  huniln.il  thousand  eavnliers  at  his  back.  Will  it 
please  Villi  who  are  of  thu  King's  secret  council,  to 
cati.fO  tiu-v  caiiicis  to  be  discharged  of  their  burd'?ns. 
and  Kline  onier  taken  as  to  the  reception  uf  the  learned 
phvsi«i:iii  '?■' 

'*  Wonderful  !*'  s'lid  De  Vaiix,  as  streaking  to  him- 
telf.— "  And  who  will  vouch  for  the  honour  of  Saladin, 
in  a  case  whiMi  bitd  ''aitli  would  hd  him  at  once  of 
uis  mo.-ji  luiwerfiil  adversir>'  .'" 

"I  mys.;lf,''  replied  Sir  Keiiiinih,  "  will  be  his  guar- 
antee, Willi  honour.  life,  and  f.Htunn." 

*'  Stran-^'i; !"  again  eyaeidaUHi  De  Vaux ;  "  tlie  North 
vouches  fur  the  S.iiitli— tht;  5>ei)i  fi)r  the  Turk!— 3Iay 
I  crave  «)f  Vini,  Sir  Knigiit,  how  you  became  cun- 
oernel  in  tins  allair 7" 

*'I  have  JKr.-nalK'ieui  on  a  pilgrimage,  in  the  course 
of  whi'.-li,''  repli>  d  Sir  KiMiiktli,  "  I  Iiik!  a  nii'.S'iiii^  lu 
cUschar.;!-  towards  (lu  lioly  hi-nnit  of  Engaddi.'' 

"May  I  not  be  intruitted  with  it,,Sir  Kenneth,  and 
Mrith  t'lH  answer  of  the  liolv  man  ? ' 

"It  may  not  l>e,  my  lonl, '  answerir<1  the  J*J«.i)t. 

"I  am  oi  the  secret  councd  of  England,''  said  the 
Englis-hman,  haughtily. 

"To  wliiih  laiui  I  owo  no  allegiance,"  said  Ki-n- 

netlL    "Though  I  have  voluntarily  followed  in  this 

wu  til.'  fx-rsohal  fortunes  of  England*^  sovereign,  I 

WW daspatchisd  by  ihe  Geiural  Council  of  the  kings. 
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princes,  and  supretne  kiidprs of  tlie  ermy  of  Ihe  Blcf** 
ed  Cross,  and  to  them  onlv  1  render  my  erraml.' 

"  Ha !  say'st  thoti  T'  said  the  protid  Baron  de  Vam; 
"  But  know,  messenger  of  the  kings  and  princet  at 
thou  niayst  be,  no  leech  shall  approach  the  sick -bvd  of 
Richard  of  England,  without  the  cous^nl  uf  hjnifli 
Gi Island ;  and  they  Mrill  conioon  evil  errand  whodat 
to  intnide  themselves  against  it." 

He  was  turning  loftily  away,  when  the  Soot,  placioff 
himself  clost:r,  and  more  opposite  to,  him,  asked  iai 
calm  voice^  yet  not  without  expressing  hit  share «f 
pride,  whether  tin;  Lord  of  Gilsland  esteemed  hima 
gentleman  and  a  good  knight. 

*'  All  Scots  arc  ennobled  by  their  birthright.'' ii^ 
awend  Thomas  de  Vaux,  something  irunically;  bil, 
sensible  of  his  own  injustice,  ann  perreinng  ikm 
Kennerh*s  colour  rose,  he  added,  "  For  a  faood  Kai^ 
it  were  sin  to  doubt  3011.  in  one  at  least  wbu  hasaa 
you  well  and  bravely  discharge  your  devoir." 

"  Weil,  then,"  said  Ihe  Scottish  KnigbL  sstiiU 

with  the  frankness  of  the  lai^t  adniiseion,  "andkl 

me  swear  to  you,  Thomas  of  Gilsland,  that  asl  ■ 

true  Scottish  man,  wiiich  I  hold  a  phvilep;  comI 

to  my  ancient  gentry,  and  as  sure  as  I  am  a  bewi 

knight,  and  come  hither  10  acquire  /o**  and  Cmi 

in  this  mortal  life,  and  forgiveiieas  of  my  WMii 

that  which  is  to  come— so  truly,  and  by  the  blMMi 

Cross  which  I  wear,  do  I  proU-st  unto  voo,  thai  I 

desire  but  the  safety  of  RiehanI  Cisur  de  Lion,  in» 

commending  the  ministry  of  this  Moslem  f'bysiriai* 

The  Englishman  was  struck  with  the  soleuinitrrf 

;  the  obtestation,  and  answered  with  more  iwiituV 

'■  than  he  had  yet  exhibited,  "Ttll  ine,  SirKni^diiil 

:  the  I.eopanl,  grantini;  (which  I  do  not  doubt)  tktt 

th(ni  art  thyst'lf  Siitisiied  in  tins  matter,  shall  1  6» 

I  well,  in  a  land  wiufre  tiie  art  of  p<jisumng  is  asgewnl 

I  as  that  of  cookinu.  to  bring  thin  unknown  pby»idM 

!  to  practise  with  his  drugs  on  a  ik-alth  so  vaiuabkli 

Christendom  T' 

"My  lord,"  rtidied  the  Scot,  "thus  oiJy  c»  I 
reply;  that  my  sc|uirL\  the  only  one  of  my  nftiai 
whom  war  and  disease  had  left  in  attendance  on  mit 
has  l)ecn  of  late  sutlering  dangerously  under  ihii 
same  fever,  which,  in  valiant  Kinu  Ricliord,  hasdw* 
ahlcd  the  principal  limb  of  our  holy  enterprise:  Tlii 
lei^'h,  tiiis  El  ilakim,  hath  ministered  renieJuitt 
him  not  two  hours  since,  arnl  already  he  hath  £plki 
.  into  a  refrr^hing  slet>p>  That  he  can  cure  the  din^ 
der.  which  has  proved  so  fatal,  I  nothing  doubt;  ttel 
he  hath  the  purpose  to  do  it,  is.  I  think,  warranted  kr 
his  mission  from  the  royal  Soldan,  who  ifeirueheirtH 
mul  loyal,  so  far  as  a  bfindod  infidel  may  be  called  Ml 
and,  for  his  eventual  success,  the  certainty  of  riWM 
in  case  of  succe-eding.  and  pniiishment  in  case  d 
volnntar)'  faibire,  may  be  a  sutilinent  guarantiee." 

The  Eiiglishman  listciiL-d  with  downcast  l<iukii,.« 
om>  who  doubtefi.  yet  was  not  unwilling  to  r«c^ 
eiHiviction.    At  length  he  looked  up  and  said,  " Jltf 
i  I  see  your  sick  siiiiirc,  fair  sir?" 

The  Scottish  kniuht  hesitated  and  ooloortd.  |il 

I  answere<i  at  last,  "  Willingly,  my  I^rd  of  Gilrflani 

I  but  you   must   nMiiember,  when  you  see  niy  pair 

;  (jiiarter.  that  the  nobles  and  knights  of  Scotland  M 

not  so  high,  sleep  not  so  sol't,  and  cane  not  fur  dM 

niagnifuvnc;e  of  lodgement,  which  is  proper  to  iheff 

sonilieni  iieiuhbours.    I  am  pwtrly  lodged*  my  \jm 

of  (tilslaiifi,**  he  ad-iird,  with  a  hanghty  emuhafisoa 

the  word,  whili;  with  some  utiwillmgriemt  favieJlhe 

wav  to  his  temporary  piaa*  of  abode. 

Whatever  wi  re  the  pivjudices  of  De  Vaux  VSnSk 
the  nation  of  his  new  a'.i{uainta!U*L-,  and  though  *• 
undertake  not  U*  d<'ny  that  some  of  these  wcivt^ 
citini  bv  Its  prov»'rbial  iH>verty,  lie  had  too  luudiDMe* 
ne^sofdisjjosition  to  eiiiov  the  mortification  of  abnic 
individual,  thus  comnelKd  to  make  known  »UB 
winch  his  pride  would  gladly  ha\e  comvaled. 

"  Shame  to  ihi;  wildier  of  theCp>S8,"  he  said,  "«• 
thinks  of  worldly  sjilendour,  or  of  luxurious  ar««» 
modaritfii,  when  pressing  forward  to  tiie  conquest d 
iiiirHoly  City.  l<anr  as  hard  as  we  may,  we  fbiQ 
yet  l»e  Iwiter  than  ihe  host  cf  martvni  and  of  siimj 
who,  having  tnxl  thepe  scenes  bi>fore  US|  iion  haU 
golden  lamps,  and  evergreen  palms." 
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This  waa  tne  most  metaphorical  ppcerh  which 
Thomas  of  Gilslnnd  was  ever  known  to  utter,  the 
ralher,  perhapA  {a»  will  soinrtiincs  happen,)  that  it 
did  not  entirelyr  express  hin  own  Bentiinents,  being 
■omewhat  a  lover  of  pood  cheer  und  Hplendid  accom- 
modation. By  this  time  they  reached  the  place  of  the 
camp,  where  the  Knight  of  the  Leopard  had  assumed 
his  abode. 

Appi-Lrancps  here  did  indeed  promise  no  breach  of 
the  laws  of  mortification,  to  which  the  Crusaders, 
according  to  the  opinion  exurcssed  by  him  of  Gils- 
Und,  ought  to  subject  themselves.  A  space  of  ground, 
large  enough  to  accommodate  perhaps  thirty  tents, 
according  to  the  Crusaders'  rules  of  castramctation, 
was  partly  vacant— because,  in  ostentation  the  knight 
hid  demanded  ground  to  the  extent  of  his  original 
retinue— partly  occupied  by  u  few  mist-rable  huts, 
hastilv  constructed  of  boughs,  and  covered  with  palm 
leavea  These  habitotions  seemed  entirely  deserted, 
and  several  of  them  were  ruinous.  The  central  hut, 
which  represented  the  pavilion  of  the  lender,  was  dis- 
linipiishui  by  his  swallow-tailed  pennon,  placed  on 
the  point  of  a  spear;  from  whirli  its  long  folds  dropt 
motion  less  to  the  ground,  as  if  sickening  under  the 
scorching  rays  of  the  Asiatic  sun.  But  no  page^  or 
•luires,  not  even  a  (solitary  warder,  was  plarcxi  by  the 
emblem  of  feudal  power  and  knightly  degR<es.  If  its 
reputation  defended  it  not  from  insult,  it  had  no  other 
guard. 

Sir  Kenneth  cast  a  melancholy  look  around  him, 
but,  suppressing  his  feelings,  entered  the  hut,  making 
a  sign  to  the  Baron  of  Gilsland  to  follow.  He  also 
cast  around  a  glance  of  exuminaiion,  which  implied 
pity  not  altogether  unmingled  with  contempt,  to 
which,  perhaps,  it  is  as  nearly  akin  as  it  is  said  to  be 
to  love.  He  then  sKMipcd  his  lofty  crest,  and  entered 
•  lowly  hut,  which  his  Dulky  form  seemed  almost  en- 
tirpfv  to  fill. 

The  interior  of  the  hut  was  chiefly  occupied  by  two 
beds.  One  was  empty,  but  compiosed  of  collected 
iMTea,  and  spread  with  an  antelope's  hide.  It  seemed, 
from  tlic  articles  of  armour  laid  beside  it,  and  from  a 
cruciiix  of  silver,  carefully  and  reverentially  disposed 
ai  the  head,  to  bo  the  couch  of  the  knight  himself. 
The  other  contained  the  invalid,  of  whorii  Sir  Ken- 
neth had  spoken,  a  strong-built  and  harsh-featured 
man,  past,  as  his  looks  betokened,  the  middle  age  of 
life.  His  ciNich  was  trimmed  more  softly  than  his 
master's,  and  it  was  plain,  that  the  nu>ro  courtly 
oarinents  of  the  latter,  the  loose  rol»e,  in  which  the 
kni^^hts  Khowed  themselves  on  pariflr  oeensions,  and 
the  uther  little  spare  articles  of  dress  and  adonimeni, 
had  been  applied  by  Sir  Kenneth  to  the  accommoda- 
tion of  liij'  sick  doniesti*:.  In  an  outward  purl  of  the 
hut,  which  yet  w;is  within  the  ran^'e  of  the  English 
Barutrs  rye,  a  boy,  nidely  aftireti  with  buskins  of 
6ver'tt  hide,  a  blueciip  or  boiintt,  i\iu\  a  doublet,  whose 
original  tinery  was  much  (arnishetl,  snt  on  his  knet^s 
by  a  chafing  dish  filleii  with  charcoal,  cooking  upon 
a  plate  of  in)n  the  cakes  of  birley-breufl,  which  wen* 
then,  ami  still  are,  a  favourite  fornl  with  the  Seotiish 
people.  Part  of  an  anttlo»'  was  susfM^ndetl  asrainst 
one  of  the  main  props  of  the  hut,  nor  watt  it  difficult 
to  know  how  it  had  been  prociin-f I ;  for  a  large  stag 
grtyhound,  nobler  in  size  and  niiiH.araiici'  liian  those 
even  which  guardcfl  King  Richard's  sick-b<v|,  lay  eye- 
ing the  procpfis  of  baking  the  rake.  The  sagacious 
antinul,  on  their  first  entrance,  uit^sred  a  srifl'-d  gn)wl, 
which  Moundt^  from  hisderp  elusr  liki^dii^rant  thun- 
der. Hut  he  saw  his  master,  anrl  aeknowledc«l  his 
preAMice  by  wagging  his  tail  and  couchijig  his  head, 
ahsinining  from  more  tumultuous  or  noisy  gnirting, 
asif  his  nobk'mH'.inct  had  taught  hiui  thu  propriety 
of  silence  HI  a  sick  man's  ehanibrr. 

Bf'side  the  couch,  tmi  on  a  eushi(m,  also  composed 
of  skins  the  Mo*)ri)=li  physician  of  whom  .Sir  Kenneth 
had  >(NAen,  cn>!»«-b^u*iHl,  after  thi»  Kaslern  fashion. 
The  iinperffct  lighi  showed  little  of  him,  savi*  that  the 
lower  j»ari  of  his  far**  was  rnveri'd  with  o  long  black 
U^anl.  which  descr-nrled  ov:  r  his  breast— that  He  wore 
a  liigii  loiparh,  a  'I'srlar  cap  of  the  lamb's  wool  man 
ufaeiun-'l  at  Astrican,  bearing  the  snine  dusky 
colour,  and  that  his  anijile  eafiaiu,  or  Turkish  nib««, 
was  atbo  of  a  dark  hue.    Two  piercing  ejes,  which 


gleamed  with  unuBual  lustre,  were  the  only  hoea- 
ments  of  his  visage  that  could  be  discerned  amid  the 
darkness  in  which  he  was  enveloped.  The  English 
lord  stood  silent  with  a  sort  of  reverential  awe;  for, 
notwithstanding  the  roughness  of  his  general  bearing, 
a  scene  of  distress  and  poverty,  firmly  endured  with- 
out eomplamt  or  nuirmur,  would  at  any  time  have 
claimed  more  reverence  from  Thomas  de  Vaux,  than 
would  all  the  sjilcndid  formalities  of  a  royal  presence- 
chamber,  unless  that  pri>sencc- chamber  were  King 
Richard's  own.  Nothing  was,  for  a  time,  heard,  but 
the  heavy  and  regular  breathings  of  the  invalid,  who 
seemed  in  nrofound  repose. 

"He  hath  not  slept  for  six  nights  before,"  said  Sir 
Kenneth,  **  as  I  am  assured  by  the  youth,  his  attend- 
ant." 

"Noble  Scot,"  said  Thomas  de  Vaux,  grasping  the 
Scottish  knihht's  hand,  with  a  pressure  which  had 
more  of  cordiality  than  he  permitre<i  his  words  to 
utter,  "  this  gear  must  be  amended— Your  esquire  is 
but  too  evil  fed  ond  looked  to." 

In  the  latter  part  of  this  speech,  he  naturally  raised 
Ids  voice  to  its  usual  decided  tone.  The  sick  man  waa 
disturbed  in  his  slumbers. 

"  My  master,"  he  said,  mumniring  as  in  a  dream, 
"  noble  Sir  Kenneth— taste  not,  to  you  as  to  me,  the 
waters  of  the  Clyde  cold  and  refreshing,  after  the 
brackish  springs  of  Palestine  T'  , 

"  He  dR'ams  of  his  native  land,  and  is  happy  in  hie 
slumbers,"  whispered  Sir  Kenneth  to  De  Vaux ;  but 
had  scarce  uttered  the  words,  when  the  physician, 
arising  from  the  place  which  he  had  taken  near  the 
couch  of  the  sick,  and  laying  the  hand  of  the  patient; 
whose  pulse  he  had  been  carefully  watching,  quietly 
upon  the  couch,  came  to  the  two  knights,  and  taking 
them  each  by  the  arm,  while  he  intimated  to  them  to 
remain  silent,  led  them  to  the  front  of  the  hut. 

"In  the  name  of  Issa  Ben  Mariam,"  he  said, 
**  whom  we  honour  as  ymi,  though  not  with  the  same 
blinded  superstition,  disturb  not  the  effect  of  the 
blessed  medicine  of  which  he  hath  partaken.  To 
awaken  him  now,  is  diiath  or  deprivation  of  reason ; 
but  ri'tum  at  the  hour  when  the  Muezzin  colls  from 
the  minarei  to  evening  prayer  in  the  mosque,  and,  if 
left  undisturbed  until  then,  I  promise  you,  this  same 
Prankish  soldier  shall  be  able,  without  prejudice  to 
his  health,  to  hold  pon)e  brief  converse  with  you,  on 
any  mntters  on  which  either,  and  especially  his  mae- 
tcr,  may  have  to  question  him." 

The  knights  retreated  before  theauthoritatife  com- 
mands of  the  IttMTh,  who  seemed  fully  to  comprehend 
tlie  importance  of  the  Eastern  proverb,  that  the  mck 
chaml>er  of  the  patient  is  the  kmgdom  of  the  physi- 
cian. 

They  paused,  and  remained  standing  together,  at 
the  door  of  the  hut.  Sir  Kenneth,  with  the  air  of  one 
who  expectetl  his  visiter  to  say  fan?well— and  De 
Vaux,  as  if  he  had  something  on  his  mind  which  ore- 
ventiil  hnn  from  doing  so.  Thr  hound,  however,  had 
pressed  out  of  the  tent  after  them,  and  now  thrust  his 
l(Uig  rough  countenance  into  the  hand  of  his  master, 
as  if  moih'stly  soliciting  some  markof  his  kindness. 
He  had  no  sooner  n^ceivinl  the  notice  which  he  d^ 
sired,  in  the  shape  of  a  kind  word  and  slight  caress^ 
than,  eager  to  acknowledge  his  gratitude,  and  ioy  for 
his  master's  return,  he  flew  off  at  full  speed,  galloping 
in  full  career,  and  with  outsiretche<I  toil,  hen;  and 
there,  about  and  around,  crossways  ond  endlong; 
through  the  decayed  huts,  and  the  esplanade  we  have 
di*scribed,  but  never  trftn.«»gressing  thos*^  precmcta 
which  his  sagacitv  knew  were  protwted  by  his  mat- 
ter's pennon.^  After  a  few  gamltols  of  this  kind,  the 
dog,  coming  clos«*  ui»  to  his  master,  laid  at  once  aside 
his  fn>!icsonje  mood,  relapsed  into  his  uyual  gravity 
and  slowness  of  ge.smre  and  deportment,  ond  looked 
n.s  if  he  were  ashamed  that  any  thing  should  have 
moved  him  to  di-parl  so  for  out  of  his  sf>bcr  self- 
control. 

Bf»th  knights  looked  on  with  pleasine:  for  Sir 
Kenneth  was  justly  proud  of  his  noble  hound,  and  the 
northern  Engli.sh  baron  was  of  course  on  admirer  of 
the  chase,  and  a  judge  of  the  animal's  merits. 

"  A  right  able  «iog,^'  he  said :  "  I  think,  fair  ^  ir,  KifW 
Richani  both  not  an  aktn  which  may  match  him,  ■ 
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he  be  an  stnnch  a<t  liu  is  swiA.    Put  lf?t  mr.  pray  yoii^  '  and  (n\*t».'.    Hi:i  riil^  niaii'f  ttrarinp;  is  thai  of  a  tma 

!«peakiiiK  in  all  honour  nnd  kintliK'88— have  you  not ;  man.  wt-n-  ii><  <i'V!l  ;i-^  well  ns  a  Scot— that  1  nnut 

hoard  the  pn»rlainaiion,  that  no  oikj,  nnfkr  ifie  rank  \  nccfix  s.iv  fur  li  iii  in  c'onsi-i'ni*e." 

of  earl,  hI):i11  kctip  hunting  doirs  witiiin  Khvj  IWrh-  !      "And  for  hii  c.'irrin^'v  ana  kni^t,huw  Bay'sttboi^ 

ard'f*  camp,  without  thf  royal  Ii<-tMist,  whii:|j,  I  ilunk,  |  I)e  Vaux 7"  (Urn  uidr-ii  th«;  Km?;. 

Sir  Kcnnrtn,  hath  not  Ihx;»  issued  lo  you 7-1  speak  i     "It  \»  your  3Ijiji>!y'«  b'i«ini?89  more  than  nritM 


as  Master  of  thf  Horsi*.' 

"And  I  answer  as  a  free  Scottish  kni!;ht«"  naid 
Kenneth,  sternly.  "For  the  prewnt  I  follow  the 
b9nnerof  Kn^^Iand,  hut  I  cannot  nMiieniber  thai  I  liave 
ever  subjccteti  niyt>i:If  to  tlu-  fori;st-Ia\i'H  of  tiiat  kinst- 
dom,  nor  have  I  hurh  resrujct  for  them  an  would  in- 
cline nie  to  do  so.  When  the  truni]H;t  eoiind.s  to  arms, 
my  for)t  m  in  thii  stirrup  as  siHtn  a*«  any— when  it 
clan:(»  for  the  eharjje,  my  lance  has  not  vet  Irvu  the 
last  laid  in  tli*'  p'sr.  Ilul'  for  my  hriurs  oriihi  rty  or  of 
idleness,  Kinj^  ilichaixl  iias  no  title  to  bar  my  recrea- 
tion." 

"  Nevertheless,"  said  De  Vaux,  _"  it  is  a  folly  to  dis- 
obey the  King's  ordinance~s<»,  witii  your  i;oou  leave, 
I,  as  havim;  authority  in  that  matter,  will  send  you  a 
protection  for  mvfhriid  htrre." 

"I  thank  voii,"  said  the  Scot,  roMly;  "but  he 
knows  my  allotti-tl  quarters,  and  widn'n  tlirstr  I  can 
protect  him  myself.— And  yet,"  he  said,  suddenly 
chanipnc:  his  maniuT,  "  this  is  hut  a  cold  return  for  ii 
well -meant  kindness.  I  ihaiik  you,  my  loni,  mo.Mi 
heartily.  The  Kind's  efjucrries,  or  prickers,  mi^jht 
find  Roswal  at  disadvantacc,  and  do  hhn  some  m- 
jury,  which  I  should  not,  perhaj^s,  b<j  slow  in  return- 
mg,  and  so  ill  mij^ht  come  of  it.  Vou  have  sei-n  so 
much  of  my  housekeeping,  my  lord,"  he  added  with  a 
smile,  "  that  I  need  not  shame  to  sav  thai  Roswal  is 
our  principal  purvevpr;  and  well  I  ho()c  our  Lion 
Richard  will  not  belike  the  lion  in  the  minstrel  fabl(\ 
that  went  a-hunting,  and  kept  the  whole  booty  to 
himself. '  I  cannot  think  he  would  gnidue  a  poor  gen- 
tleman, who  follows  bun  faithfully,  nis  hour  of  sport, 
and  his  morsel  of  game,  more  especially  when  otiier 
food  is  hard  enough  to  come  hv." 
^  "By  my  faith,  jon  do  the  King  no  niorc  than  jus- 
tice—ann  yet,  paid  the  baron,  "  there  is  something  in 
these  wonis,  vert  and  venison,  that  turns  the  very 
brains  of  our  Norman  princes." 

"We  have  heanJ  of  lale,"  said  the  Scot,  "by  min- 
strels nnd  pilgrims,  that  your  outlawe^l  yeomen  havo 
formed  great  bands  in  llie  shin:s  of  Vork  and  Not- 
tingham, having  at  their  head  a  most  stout  archer, 
railed  Robin  Hood,  with  his  lieutenant.  Little  John. 
Methinks  it  were  better  tiiat  Richard  nlaxed  his 
forest-codo  in  England,  than  endeavoured  to  enforce  it 
in  the  Holy  Land." 

"Wild  work.  Sir  Kenneth."  replied  De  Vaux,  shrug- 
ging his  shoulden),  a«>  one  who  would  avoid  a  i»erilous 
or  unpleasingt«>pic— "a  mad  world,  sir.— I  nmst  now 


to  noti^  nun'^  hrurin.;?^;  and  I  warrant  you  ha?8 
noi(  d  the.  m.uinrr  in  which  this  man  of  thu  Leo* 
Tiard  hath  burne  hinitklf.  lie  hatb  been  lull  wdl 
s(M)ken  of." 

" -Ami  justly,  Thomns"  said  the  King.  "We  hvn 
ouR'elvcH  wii;iissi.'d  him.  It  is  indeed  our  purpras 
in  pliu'ing  oursulvcs  ever  in  the  front  of  battle,  torn 
how  our  lie;/tin('n  and  followers  oeriuit  thcniBelvei^ 
and  not  from  a  d«.«ire  Ut  accumulate  vain  ^iory  W 
oursi'lviH,  fiH  sumi-  have  sJippos-.-d.  We  know  the 
vanity  u<  the  praise  of  man,  which  is  but  a  vapour, 
nnd  buckle  un  our  arnunir  for  other  purposes  than  to 
win  it.'' 

De  Vaux  was  alarmed  when  he  heard  the  Cingnakt 
a  deilaration  so  iiunin!«istent  with  his  nature,  and  be- 
ItLViii  at  first  that  nothing  short  of  the  approach  o( 
death  could  havi  bronght  him  to  sfteuk  in  dL-pnH.*iatiec 
terms  of  liiilitary  renuwn,  which  was  the  verv  bnam 
of  his  nosirilH.  Kui  rtvHiloctmg  he  had  met  tne  loyal 
confessor  in  ihe  outer  pavilion,  he  was  shn*wd  etioaigh 
tti  place  this  teiiUM^rary  self-a basemen  I  to  the  Hfodof 
the  reverend  man's  leasori,  and  suflured  the  King  lo 
proceed  without  reply. 

"  Ve.s"  continued  ivichard.  "I  have  indeed  markei 
the  manner  in  which  this  1- night  dtKS  bis  devoir.  My 
leading-stnfl'  were  not  worth  a  fool's  bauble,  had  hi 
escaiHxi  my  notice—and  he  had  ere  now  tasted  of  ov 
iKiunty,  but  that  I  have  also  marked  his  ovcrwerniiiR 
and  audacious  presumption." 

"  My  liege,"  said  the  Baron  of  Oilsland.  obsprving 
the  Kfng's  countenance  change,  "  I  fear  I  nave  traiii* 
gresM  d  your  pleasure  in  lending  some  countenaoce  to 
ilia  transgression." 

"How,  De  Multon,  thou?"  said  the  King,  con- 
tracting his  brows,  and  speaking  in  a  tone  of  nnfn 
surprise.— "Thou  countenance  his  insolence?— It  UD- 
not  be." 

"Nav,  your  Majesty  will  partlon  me  to  remitidyoi^ 
that  I  have  by  mine  office  right  to  grant  liberty  to  mea 
of  gentle  bloiid.  to  keei)  them  a  hound  or  two  within 
camp,  just  to  cherish  the  noble  art  of  veneric;  sid 
licsiries,  it  Were  a  sin  to  have  maimed  or  harmed  i 
a  thing  so  noble  as  this  gentleman's  «h>g." 

"Has  he  then  a  dog  so  handsome?"  snid  theKinft 

"A  most  perfect  creature  of  Heaven,"  said  IM 
hanin,  who  was  an  enthusiast  in  field-sports— "of tht 
noblest  Northern  breed— deep  in  the  chest,  strong  in 
the  stern,  black  colour,  and  brindled  on  the brea5t  and 
logH— not  spotted  with  while,  but  just  shaded  into 


bid  you  adieu,  havinu  presi  ntly  to  return  to  the  King's  ',  gray— strength  to  pull  down  a  bull— swiftness  to  ooto 


pavilion.  At  vespers,  I  will  again,  with  your  leave, 
visit  your  quarters,  and  speak  wiih  this  same  infidel 
physician.  I  would,  in  the  mean  time,  wen^  it  no  of- 
fence, willingly  send  you  what  would  somewhat  mend 
your  cheer." 


un  antelope.' 

The  King  laughed  at  liis  enibusiasm.  "  Well.thoB 
hast  given  him  leave  to  keep  the  hound,  so  then*  is  in 
end  (if  it.  \iv  not,  however,  liberal  of  your  liceniei 
I  among  those  knights  adventurers,  who  have  no  priiiOB 
I  thank  you,  sir,"  said  Sir  Kcnnoth,  "  but  it  needs  i  or  leader  to  depend  upon--th»'y  are  ungovernable,  and 
not;  Roswal  hath  already  stticked  iny  lanler  for  two  ienvc  no  game  in  Palestiu".— But  to  this  pitce  of 
wceRs,  since  the  sun  of  Palestine,  if  it  bring»diseasc»,  leiirncd  heatheuesMC  -say'sl  lliou  the  Scot  met  liiinin 
serveN  nls<j  to  dry  venison."  !  the  desert?" 

The  two  wamors  parterl  much  hetfr  friends  than  |     "  No,  my  liege,  the  Scot's  talc mns  thus:— Hewtt 
they  had  met;  but  ere  they  sepnratetl,  Thomas  de  I  despatched  to  the  old  hermit  of  Engaddi,  of  whom 


Vaux  inf4>rmed  himself  at  more  lenirth  of  tin:  circum- 
stances attending  the  mission  of  the  Eastern  physi- 
cian, and  received  from  the  Scottish  knight  the 
eredentials  which  he  had  brought  to  King  Richard  on 
the  part  of  Sniadin. 


CH.APTER  VIH. 

A  wl<^>  phy'irinn,  Rkill'd  our  wouiidt  lo  lieal, 
I*  mora  iliHJi  amiieii  tu  the  conimnii  weal.—PoPE's  Jllad. 
"This  is  a  strange  ta!e.  Sir  Thomns,"  said  the  sick 
monareh,  when  ho  had  lii'ard  the  report  of  the  trustv 
Baron  ol  Gilslandt  "art  thou  sure  tnis  Scottish  man 
mm  tall  man  and  true?" 

"I  cannot  say,  mv  lord,"  replied  the  jealous  Bor- 
derer; "I  live  A  little  too  near  the  Scots  to  gather 
much  tmtb  aiuoag  them,  bavins  found  them  ever  fiur 


men  talk  so  much' 

"'Sdeath  and  hell!"  said  Richard,  starting  na 
"By  whom  despntehed,  and  for  what  ?  Who  dareit 
send  any  one  thither,  when  our  Qu(H?n  was  in  the 
Convent  of  Kngaddi,  ujwn  her  pilgrimage  for  our 
recovery  ?" 

*•  The  Council  of  the  Crusade  sent  him,  my  lord," 
answered  the  Baron  de  Vaux;  "for  what  purpon. 
he  dtclined  to  account  to  me.  I  think  it  is  scarce 
known  in  the  camp  that  your  royal  consort  ia  on  i 
pilgrimage— and  even  th?  princes  may  not  have  been 
aware,  as  the  Queen  has  lu^'ii  sequesterH  from  cotn- 
pany  since  >our  love  prohibited  her  attendance  in  can 
of  infection." 

"  Well,  it  shall  be  looked  into,"  said  Richard.— ** So 
tills  Scottish  man,  this  envoy,  met  with  n  wanderiflc 
phyaitiian  at  the  grotto  of  Engaddi— ha?" 


w.  vni.i 


THE  TAUSMAN. 


Not  BO,  mv  licgp  "  replied  De  Vaux ;  "  but  he  met, 
ink.  near  that  place,  with  a  SSarncen  Emir  with 
>m  be  had  sumo  miUe  in  the  way  of  proof  of  vnloiir, 
I  finding  him  worthy  to  bear  brave  men  company, 
f  went  together,  aa  errant  knights  arc  wont,  to  the 
Ito  of  EnKoddi." 
tere  IK-  Vaux  stopped,  for  he  was  not  one  of  those 

0  can  tell  a  long  story  in  a  sentence. 
And  did  ihey  there  meet  the  physician  7"  demanded 
Kin}^,  impatiently. 

No,  my  liogt',"  roplitd  De  Vanx;  "but  the  Sara- 
iflenrniii^yourMajesty's^rievDus  illness,  undertook 

1  Saladiii  should  send  his  own  physician  to  you, 
i  with  many  assurances  of  his  eminent  Hkili ;  ana 
cami'  to  the  ^n)tto  accordingly,  after  the  Scottish 
ighe  had  tarrittl  a  day  for  hun  and  more.  He  is 
ended  as  if  hu  were  a  prince,  with  dnmis  and  atn- 
a,  and  servants  un  horse  and  foot,  and  brings  with 
a  kaers  of  credence  from  r^aladin." 
'Have  th(.>y  been  examined  by  Giacomo  Loredani?" 
*I  showed  them  to  the  interpreter  ere  bringing  them 
her,  and  behf  Id  their  contents  in  English." 
Sicnard  tuok  a  scroll,  in  which  were  inscrilied  the«e 
vds:— ''The  blessing  of  Allah  and  his  Prophet 
ihoinmcfl,  ["Out  upon  the  hound!"  said  Richard, 
Xtingin  contempt,  by  way  of  interjection  ;I  Saladin, 

y  of  kings.  Soldan  of  Egypt  and  of  S>Tia.  the  light 
rcfugi>  of  the  earth,  to  the  great  Melech  Ric, 
ehard  of  England.  gret>ting.  Whereas,  we  have 
m  informed  thai  the  hand  uf  sickness  linth  been 
avy  upon  ihei*.  our  royal  brother,  and  that  thou 
St  with  thee  only  such  N'azarene  and  Jewish  medi- 
Kra,  as  work  without  the  bleiwing  of  Allah  and  our 
ly  Prophet,  ["C'onfusion  on  his  head  !"  again  nmt- 
td  the  English  monarch,]  we  have  therefore  sent 
lend  and  wait  upon  thee  at  this  time.,  the  physician 
our  own  person,  Adonheu  el  Hakim,  before  whose 
« the  an^t;l  Azrael*  spreads  his  wingf^  and  departs 
iia  the  (?ick  chamber;  who  knows  the  virtues  of 
rbs  uiid  siunes,  the.  pnth  of  the  sun,  moon,  and 
int,  and  can  navn  man  from  all  that  is  not  written 
his  forehead.  And  this  we  do,  praying  yuu  heartily 
honour  and  make  usi*  of  his  skill :  not  only  that 
i  may  do  service  to  thy  wortli  and  valour,  which 
the  glory  of  all  the  nations  of  Frangistan,  but 
It  we  may  brin;;  the  controversy  which  is  at  pre- 
It  betwivn  us  to  an  end,  either  by  honourable 
lefiiient,  fir  by  open  trial  thereof  with  our  weapons, 
a  fair  fiL'ld;  stt-ing  that  it  neither  becomes  thy 
ce  and  courase,  to  die  the  death  of  a  slave  who 
.(i  bec-ii  overwrought  by  his  taf*k-mastcr,  nor  Ix-fits 
urfanie  that  a  hiavc  adversary  he.  snatched  from 
wcaiKin  by  such  a  disease.    And,  therefore,  may 

holy ' 

Hold,  hold,'*  said  Richard,  I  will  have  no  more  of 
dog  of  a  Proplf't !  It  makes  me  siek  to  think  the 
iant  and  worthy  Soldan  {•Iiould  belii^VK  in  a  dead 
L— Yes.  I  will  see  his  phjsiciun.  I  will  put  myself 
» the  charge  of  this  Hakiin  -I  will  repay  the  noble 
dan  hif)  generosity— I  will  meet  Saladin  in  tiie 
J,  as  he  so  worthily  propOFes,  and  he  shnll  have  | 
raust^  to  trrm  Rielmnl  of  Ensland  ungrati-ful.  J 
I  strike  him  to  the  earth  with  my  bntlle-nxe— I 
I  convert  him  to  the  Holy  Chureh  with  such  blows 
ie  has  rarely  endured— He  nhall  R-cnnt  his  errtrrs 
we  my  good  cross-haiidlrd  sword,  and  I  will 
e  him  baptized  in  the  battle-field,  from  my  own 
net  though  the  cleansiiK!  waters  were  mi.xwl  wiih 
blood  of  us  Iwth.— Haste,  De  Vmix.  why  do«t  thou 
ly  n  conclusion  so  pleasing?  Ketch  the  Hakim 
ir-r." 

My  lord,"  said  the  baron,  who  pe-rhnps  saw  Bomn 
pssion  of  fever  in  this  overflow  of  confidence,  *'be- 
ik  you,  tilt!  2SoIdan  is  a  pagan,  and  that  you  are  his 

•I  foriiiid-ible  eiiemv" 

For  which  reason  he  is  the  more  bound  to  do  me 
.ice  in  tliiM  matter,  lest  a  paltry  fever  end  the  (|uar- 
bctvi'ixi  iwosueh  kings.  I  tell  tht^',  he  loves  me 
I  |oV4-  hi:n  -as  noble  adversaries  ever  lovo  each 
?r—Uy  my  honour,  it  were  sin  to  duubt  his  gouil 
\\t" 

Nevertheless,  my  lonl,  it  wen^  well  to  wait  the 

leof  these  mo<linru.'s  upon  the  Scottish  stiuire," 

*  TbQ  Angel  of  Dsalh. 


said  the  Ijord  of  Gilaland  t  "  mv  oifi-n  life  depends  upon 
it,  for  worthy  were  I  to  die  like  a  dog,  did  I  proceed 
raslily  in  this  matter,  and  make  sliipwreckof  the  weal 
of  Christendom." 

"  I  never  knew  thee  before  hesitate  for  fear  of  lifiB," 
said  RichnnI,  iiftbraidingly. 

"Nor  would  I  now,  my  liege."  replied  the  stout- 
he4irted  baron,  *'  save  that  yours  lies  at  pledge  as  well 
as  my  own." 

"  VVeil,  thou  suroicious  mortal,"  answered  Richard* 
"begone  then,  and  watch  the  progrecsof  thin  remedy. 
I  could  almost  wish  it  might  either  cure  or  kill  me,  for 
I  am  weary  of  lying  here  like  an  ox  dying  of  the  mur- 
rain, when  tambours  are  la'atino,  horses  stamping; 
and  trumpets  sounding  without. 

The  baron  hastily  departed,  resolved,  howc\-er,  to 
communicate  his  errand  to  some  churchman^  as  he 
felt  something  burdened  in  conscience  at  the  idem  of 
his  master  being  attended  by  an  unbeliever. 

The  Archbishop  of  Tyre  was  the  first  to  whom  be 
confided  bin  douots,  knowing  his  interest  with  his 
master,  Richard,  who  both  lovcxl  and  honouR-d  that 
sagacious  prelate.  The  bishop  heard  the  doubts  which 
De  Vaux  slated,  with  that  acutenesa  of  intelligence 
which  distinguishes  the  Roman  Catholic  clergy.  The 
religious  scTupIes  of  De  Vaux  he  treated  with  as  much 
lightness  as  pr4»priety  permitted  him  to  exhibit  on  such 
a  subject  to  a  lavman. 

"Medicinens'^he  said,  "  like  the  medicines  which 
they  employed,  were  often  useful,  though  the  one  were 
by  birth  or  manners  the  vilest  of  humanity,  aa  the 
others  are,  in  many  cases,  extracted  from  the  basest 
materials.  Men  may  use  the  assistance  of  pagans 
and  infidels,"  he  continued,  "in  their  need,  and  there 
is  reason  to  think,  that  one  cause  of  their  being  per 
mitted  toremnin  on  earth,  is  that  they  might  nnmster 
to  the  convenience  of  true  Christians— Thus,  we  law- 
fully make  slaves  of  heathen  caiitives.— Again,"  pn>- 
ceeded  the  prelate,  "  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  pnmi- 
live  Christians  used  the  services  of  the  unconverted 
heathen— thus,  in  the  ship  of  .Alexandria,  in  which  the 
l>lessed  Apostle  Paul  sailed  to  Italy,  the  sailors  were 
doubth*ss  pngans;  yet  what  said  the  holy  saint  when 
their  ministry  was  needful—'  A'i«i  hi  in  nari  inariM 
rintt  rot  falri  Jicri  non  potestia — Unless  these  men 
abide  in  the  ship,  ye  cannot  ho  saved.*  Again,  Jews 
are  infidels  to  Cnristianiiy,  as  well  as  Mahommedans. 
Hut  there  are  few  physicians  in  the  camp  ext*epting 
Jews,  and  such  are  employed  without  scandal  or  scru- 
ple. Then'fore  Mahommeflans  may  be  used  for  their 
service  in  that  capacity— vu<K^rro(f2cmoii«/ran</iiJ».'* 
This  reasoning  entirely  removed  the  scruples  of 
Thomas  de  Vaux,  who  was  particularly  moved  by 
the  Latin  quotation,  as  he  did  not  understand  a  wora 
of  it. 

But  the  Bishop  proceeded  with  far  less  fluency,  when 

he  considered  the  iiossiliility  of  the  Saracen's  acting 

with  had  faith ;  and  here  lie  came  not  to  a  sp<Mly 

decision.    The  baron  showul  him  the  letters  of  ere- 

:  dt-nce.    Hf.>  read  and  re-re»d  them,  and  compared  the 

I  onpinal  with  the  translation. 

I  "It  is  a  dish  choicely  cooked,"  he  said,  "  to  the  pii- 
I  late  of  King  Richard,  and  I  cannot  but  have  my  suspi- 
1  cions  of  the  wily  Sarac^i.  They  are  curious  in  the 
I  art  of  poisons,  andean  so  temper  them  that  they  shall 
i  l)e  werks  in  ni:ling  upon  the  party,  durini;  wlue.h  time 
I  the  perpetrator  has  leisun*  to  escape.  Thev  can  iin- 
I  pregiiato  cloth  and  leather,  nay.evei.  >aperand  parch- 
I  meiit,  with  the  most  subtle  venom— Our  Lady  forgive 
I  me !— .Viid  wluTefon>,  knowing  this,  hold  1  tncse  let- 
I  Kts  of  eredeiici"  so  close  lo  mv  face  ?— Take  them,  Sir 
I  Thomas,  take  them  speedily/' 
'  Here  he  gave  them  at  arm's-length,  and  with  some 
'  nppearniiee  of  haste,  to  the  baron.  But  come,  my 
Lonl  »le  Vaux,"  Ik;  (xjntinued,  "wend  wo  to  the  tent 
'  of  ihi>4  siek  sfiuire.  where  we  shall  learn  whether  this 
'  Hakim  hath  really  the  art  of  curing  which  he  pro- 
fesselh,  ere  we  consider  whether  there  Ik'  safety  in 
'  permit  till'.'  him  to  exercise  his  art  upon  King  Richard. 
i  -Vet,  holil!  let  tin?  first  tuke  my  pi>uncet-l>ox.  for 
:  these  fevers  si)read  like  an  infection.  I  would  advise 
j  you  to  iisi'  liried  rosemary  steeped  in  vinegar,  my  lord. 


I,  too,  know  something  of  the  liealing  art." 
"I  tliaok  your  reverend  lordship,"  repliei 
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of  Gilsland ;  "bat  hud  I  been  arrwjiible  to  the  fevpr,  I 
hnH  cnwjtht  it  lone  since  by  the  b«Hl  of  my  ninBter." 

The  Kifihop  of  Tvre  bhi8hi<«i,  for  he  had  rnthiT  nvoid- 
cl  ihf?  prcfM-nrc  ot'  tlio  sick  monarch ;  and  he  \nd  the 
bim>n  fiwi  on. 

\s  thry  pnus(d  b«*forp  ihe  wrcfrhoil  but  in  which 
Xcnni'th  of  the  Lc<>pnH  and  hii!i  follower  abode  tlio 
BiHhop  said  to  l)e  Vaiix,  '*  Now,  of  a  sun*ty,  my  lord, 
tlics*'  Scorti«h  kniirhfj*  have  worse  care  of  their  fol- 
lowers than  wnof  uurdo:;^.  Hen;  iHa  knixht,  valinnt 
ihcy  i«ny  in  battle,  and  thought  fitting  to  l>e  graci^i 
\virn  charpeeof  w^Ji^h?  in  timeof  true**,  who»»e c«iuiii" 
of  the  bixiv  m  Imlin-d  wor^e  than  in  the  worst  om|- 
krnnri  in  'England.  What  eay  you  of  your  iMigb- 
bourH?" 

"That  a  maatcr  doth  well  enouph  for  hie  mrvant, 
when  he  lodscKth  him  in  no  worm  dwf>iling  than  his 
own,"  said  Dc  Vaiix,  and  cntcrvnl  the  hut. 

The  bishop  followed,  not  without  evident  reluc- 
tance; for  though  he  lacked  not  conrai^  in  some  re- 
■pectf^  yet  it  was  temncrMl  with  a  Ptronv  and  lively 
reffard  for  hia  own  saicty.  He  recollccti^d,  however, 
the  necraaily  thiTc  was  for  jiidgini;  personally  of  the 
skill  of  the  Arabian  plivnician,  and  rn!cn.>d  the  hut 
with  a  Btatclinesa  of  manner,  calculated,  as  he  thought, 
to  impose  respect  on  the  8trangi>r. 

The  prelate  wa.«i,  indi>ed,  a  strikinsr  and  command- 
ing fiKure.  In  hiH  youth  he  had  l>eifn  eminently  hand- 
some, and.  even  in  ase,  wa*<  unwilling  to  appear  less 
80.  His  episcopal  dress  was  of  the  richest  fashion, 
trimmod  with  coj*tly  fur,  and  siirroimdcd  by  a  cope 
of  curious  needle-work.  The  rin:^  on  his  fingers 
were  worth  a  goodly  barony,  and  the  hood  which  he 
wore,  though  now  unclasped  and  thrown  back  for 
heat,  had  studs  of  pure  gold  to  fasten  it  around  his 
throat  and  under  hi»  chin  when  ho  so  inclined.  His 
long  beard,  now  silvered  with  agi\  descended  over  his 
breast.  One  of  I  wo  youthful  acolytes  who  attpuded 
him,  created  an  artificial  shade,  (>eculinr  then  to  the 
East,  by  bearing  over  his  head  an  umbrella  of  pal- 
metto leaves,  while  the  other  refn-shed  his  reverend 
master  by  agitating  a  fan  of  peac<H'k-fealhers. 

When  the  Bishop  of  Tyw  entered  the  hut  of  the 
Scottish  kni>^ht,  the  master  was  abs(>nt;  ami  the 
Moorish  physician,  whom  he  had  come  to  see,  sat  in 
the  very  posture  in  which  Do  Vaiix  had  left  him  peve- 
ral  hours  before,  cross-lesged  ui>on  a  mat  made  of 
twisted  leaves,  by  the  siilc  of  tne  patient,  who  ap- 
p«arrd  in  deep  slumber,  and  whos<>  pulsf^  he  felt  from 
time  to  time.  The  bishop  remained  standing  before 
him  in  silence  fur  two  three  minutes,  as  if  expecting 
Mine  honourable  salutation,  or  at  least  that  the  Sara- 
cen would  seem  struck  with  the  di7nity  of  his  appear- 
ance. Rut  Adonbccle  Hakim  took  no  notice  or  him 
beyond  a  passing  jflance,  and  when  the  prelate  at 
length  saluted  him  m  the  lingua  fninca  current  in  the 
ooimtry,  he  only  replied  by  the  ordinary  Oiental 
greeting,  "  Salam  niicum—pcnci*  be  with  von." 

*'Art  thou  a  physician,  in fid^'l?"  said  "the  bishop. 
Aompwhat  niortifii^  at  this  cold  reception,— "I  would 
speak  with  thee  on  that  art." 

"If  thou  k  newest  anglit  of  medicine."  answered  El 
Hakim,  *'thou  wouldst  l)e  aware,  that  physicians 
hold  no  counsel  or  debate  in  the  sick  cnambtT  of 
their  patient.  Hear,"  he  addeil,  as  the  low  growling 
of  the  stji;-hound  was  heard  from  the  inner  hut, 
"even  the  dog  might  teach  thee  reason,  Uleinat.  His 
mstinct  teaches  hin!  to  suppress  his  barking  in  the 
•ick  man's  hearinij.— Come  without  the  tent,"  said 
he,  rising  and  leading  the  way,  "if  thou  hast  aught 
to  i^ay  with  me." 

\ot withstanding  the  plainness  of  the  Saracen 
le«!ch's  dress,  and  his  inferioriiv  of  size,  when  con- 
trasted with  the  tall  prelate  and  gigantic  Knglish  ba- 
ron, there  was  something  striking  in  his  manner  and 
«)unienance,  wh'ch  prevented  the  Hishon  of  Tyre 
from  exprnssing  strongly  the  displeasure  be  felt  ai 
this  unceremonious  nibiike.  When  without  the  hut, 
he  gaze<l  upon  Adonbec  in  silence,  for  sevoral  nii- 
mlte^  before  he  could  fix  on  the  best  manner  to  renew 
the  conversation.  No  lo<;ks  were  «H*n  under  the  high 
bonnet  of  the  Arabian,  which  hid  also  part  of  a  brow 
•hat  seemed  lofty  and  expanded,  smooth,  and  free 
f/om  whoklea,  as  were  his  cheeks,  where  they  were 


s«en  under  the  shade  of  his  lon^  beanL  We  hiv 
(.'I fu> where  noticed  the  piercing  9uaHty  of  his  dark  efd 
Thp  prelate,  struck  with  his  apparent  yonth,  u 
length  broke  a  pau«4',  which  the  ocber  SPMnerf  in  no 
hasi«:>  to  internipf,  by  demanding  of  die  Arabiaa  bov 
old  he  was  1 

**1V  years  of  ordinary  mew."  said  the  Sinvcn^ 
"arc  counted  by  their  wrinkles;  those  of  sages  bf 
their  studies,  l  dare  not  call  my  self  okler  ouo  a 
hundred  nvolutiouH  of  the  Flt^ira.  * 

Tlie  Baron  of  Oii^land,.  who  took  this  fnralit«n. 
assi-rtion,  that  he  was  a  century  old,  looked  doobt* 
fully  ui>on  the  prelate.  wh«i,  though  he  better  nndir* 
stood  the  meaninir  of  lEI  Hakim,  answered  hiaglaoee 
by  nivstcrioiisly  Khnking  his  head.  He  resutnrd  u 
air  of  importance,  when  he  again  aiilhoritat'nrelf  d^ 
manded,  what  evidence  Adonbec  could  prockm  d 
bis  medical  proficiency. 

"  Vc  have  the  word  of  the  mighty  Shladin,"  nid 
tlie  sage,  touching  his  cap  in  sign  of  rr«ereoce;  **• 
word  which  was  never  broken  towjrds  friend  otbt 
—what,  N.izareiie,  i^-ouldst  thou  demand  morcf ' 

"  I  wotiM  have  ocnlnr  proof  of  thy  skill,"  said  tbe 
baron,  "and  without  it  thou  approachest  not  toihi 
coiH'b  of  Kins  Richard." 

"The  prais(t  of  the  physician,"  snid  the  Anbin. 

"is  in  the  rea)very  of  his  patient.    Behold  thii  to- 

gennt,  whose  blood  has  b«>i'n  dried  op  bv  the  few 

which  has  whitened  your  camp  wiih  skeleton.^  aod 

against  which  the  art  of  vtHir  Nazarene  leeches  kith 

he<'n  like  a  silken  doublet  against  a  lance  of  utecL 

Look  at  his  fingers  and  amis,  wasted  like  the  dawi 

land  shanks  of  the  crane.    Death  had  this  mornuK 

'  his  clutch  on  him ;  but  had  Azrarl  been  on  oncHK 

I  of  the  couch.  I  beinfron  the  other,  his  soul  should  oot 

'  have  l»een  reft  from  his  body.     Disturb  me  not  with 

•  fiiriher  questions,  but  await  thi^  critical  niinuif,  aod 

behold  in  silent  wiiuler  the  marvellous  event." 

The  phypiciun  hail  then  rwrourse  to  his  astrolib^ 
the  oracle  of  Eastern  science,  and,  watching  wiib 
crave  preci.Mton  until  the  precise  lime  of  the  emmf 
prayer  had  arrived,  he  sunk  on  his  knees,  with  ha 
face  turned  to  Mecca,  and  recited  the  petitionn  wfirdi 
close  the  Moslemnh's  day  of  toil.  The  bishop  and  du 
F'n:j;Iish  baron  looked  on  each  other,  mean  sduk 
with  symptoms  of  contempt  and  indignafioii,  boi 
neither  .iudgr<l  it  fit  to  interrupt  Rl  Hakim  in  hit 
devotions,  unh(»ly  as  they  considered  them  to  be. 

Tile  Arab  arose  from  the  earth,  on  which  ht  hn! 
prostrated  himself,  and,  walking  into  the  hut  where 
the  nnrieni  lay  extendtrd,  he  drew  a  sponge  froai  i 
small  silver  Ik>x,  dipt  |>erhaps  in  some  aromatic  dis- 
tillation ;  for  when  he  put  it  to  the  sh»epi*r'8  nosr,  hr 
sneezed,  awoke,  and  looked  wildlv  around.    He  wai 
a  ghactiy  sin^ctacle,  as  he  sat  up  alniinit  naked  oa  his 
couch,  the  bones  and  cartilages  a^  x-isiblc  ifarnogh 
;  the  surface  of  his  skin,  as  if  they  had  never  bMi 
;  clothed  with  Hesh ;  his  face  was  long,  and  fiirrowd 
with  wrinkles,  but  his  e}^,  though  it  wanderrd  at 
I  first,  became  i?radually  mure  st^ttli'd.    He  set'iufd  tc 
;  lie  aware  of  tfie  presence  of  his  dignified  visiter^  for 
I  he  attrmptcd  feebly  to  pull  the  covering  from  bii 
hiiad,  in  token  of  reverence*,  as  he  inquired,  in  asob' 
ducd  and  submissive  voice,  for  his  master. 

**  Do  you  know  us,  vassal  V  said  the  Lord  of 
Gilsland. 

"  Not  perfectly,  mv  lord,"  replicl  the  souire,  faindf. 
"  My  sleep  has  iK-enlong  and  full  of  dreams.  Vet  I 
know  that  you  are  a  great  English  lord,  ab  seemeth 
by  the  red  cross,  and  this  tt  holy  prelate,  whose  bkas' 
ing  I  crave  on  me  a  ytoor  sinner. 

_  Thou  hast  W—Bcnedictio  Domini  tit  roMsrum," 
said  the  prelate,  making  the  sign  of  the  crose^  but 
without  approaching  nearer  to  the  patient's  bed. 

"Your  eyes  witnc»^^"  saiil  the  Arabian,  "the  fefci 
bath  been  subdued— he  speaks  with  calmness  and 
recol lectio n— his  pulse  beats  composedly  as  youis- 
tryits pulsations  yourself." 

The  prelate  declined  the  experiment;  but  Tho- 
mas of  Gilsland,  more  determined  on  making  toe 
trial,  (lid  so,  and  satisfied  himself  that  the  fever  wis 
indeed  gone. 

*  Mmninf ,  that  hii  attaionienti  were  those  which  nu^t  hats 
been  iiMde  ui  a  hundred  ytu*. 
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"  ThSs  is  most  wonderful,"  nii  the  knigbt,  look- 
ing to  the  bishop;  *'  the  mon  is  assuredly  currd.  I 
Most  conduct  this  medicincr  presently  to  King  Rich- 
nd's  cent^What  thinks  your  reverence  T' 

"  Stay,  lot  me  finish  one  cure  ere  I  commence  an- 
other," aaid  the  Arah;  '*I  will  paea  with  you  when 
I  hare  given  my  patient  the  aecond  cup  of  thia  moat 
hdreJiiir." 

So  saying  be  puHed  out  a  silver  cup,  and  filling  it 
with  water  from  a  gourd  which  stood  oy  the  bcd-side, 
be  next  drew  forth  a  small  silken  bag  made  of  net- 
work, twisted  with  silver,  the  wntcnts  of  which  the 
bratondcra  could  not  discover,  and  immersing  it  in 
lot  cop,  continued  to  watch  it  in  silence  during  the 
■»aoe  of  five  minutes.  It  M>cmed  to  the  spectators  as 
■  •omeefTervescence  took  place  during  the  operation, 
bnt  if  so,  it  instantly  aubsided. 

**  Drink,"  aaki  the  physician  to  the  sick  man- 
asleep,  and  awaken  free  from  malady." 

"And  with  tliis  simple-seeminsc  draught,  thou  wilt 
midertake  to  cure  a  monarch?'^  said  the  Bishop  of 
Trye 

^I  hat«  cored  a  beggar,  as  you  may  behold,"  replied 
the  sage.  "  Are  the  kings  of  Frangistan  made  of 
other  elay  than  the  meanest  of  their  subjects?" 

"Let  us  have  him  presently  to  the  King,"  said  the 
Baron  of  Grilaland.  ^  He  hath  shown  that  he jpos- 
sessea  tlie  stffret  which  may  restore  his  health.  If  he 
ftfla  to  ezerdae  it,  I  will  put  himself  past  the  power 
of  medicine." 

As  they  were  about  to  leave  the  bnt,  the  sKk  man, 
niiing  hia  voice  as  much  as  his  weakn^^ss  permitttu, 
exclaimed,  "  Revcrncd  fathr^r,  noble  knight,  and  you, 
kind  leech,  if  you  would  have  me  sleep  and  reco- 
ner,  tell  me  in  charity  what  is  become  of  my  dear 
■laster?" 

"He  is  upon  a  distant  expedition,  friend,"  replied 
the  prelate ;  "  on  an  honourable  embassy,  wliich  may 
detam  him  for  some  days." 

"Nay,"  sakl  the  Baron  of  Gilsland,  "why  deceive 
the  poor  fellow  1— Friend,  thy  .master  haa  returned  to 
the  camp,  and  you  will  presently  see  him." 

The  invalid  heklup,asif  in  thankfulness,  hiswasted 
'  I  to  Heaven,  and  resisting  no  longer  the  sopori- 
I  operation  of  the  elixir,  sunk  down  in  a  gentle 


nher  him  with  astoniahinent ;  and,  after  abragsmg 
up  his  shouUers  in  silent  wonder,  proceeded  to 
conduct  the  Arabian  phyaician  to  the  teot  of  King 
Richaxd. 


CHAPTER  IX. 

Thin  i«  the  Prince  of  Leeetits ;  fever,  plagae. 
Cold  rhewn,  and  hot  podairra,  do  bnt  look  on  hiai. 
And  quit  their  frup  upon  the  tortared  unewi. 


Tub  Baron  of  Gilsland  walked  with  slow  step  and 
an  anxious  countenance  towards  the  royal  pavilion. 
He  had  much  diflidence  of  his  own  capacity,  except 
in  a  field  of  battle,  and,  conscious  of  no  very,  acute 
intellect,  was  usually  contented  to  wonder  at  circum- 
stances, which  a  man  of  livelier  imagination  woukl 
have  endeavoured  to  investigate  and  understand,  or 
at  least  would  have  made  the  subject  of  speculation. 
But  it  seemed  very  extraordinary,  even  to  him,  that 
the  aitentk)n  of  the  bishop  shouki  have  been  at  onco 
abstracted  from  all  reflection  on  the  marvelk>U8  ciira 
which  they  had  witnessed,  and  upon  the  probability 
it  afTorded  of  Richard  being  restored  to  health,  by 
what  seemed  a  very  trivial  piece  of  information^  an- 
nouncing the  motiona  of  a  beggarly  Scottish  knight, 
than,  whom,  Thomas  of  Gilsland  knew  nothing 
within  the  circle  of  gentle  blood  more  unimportant 
or  contemptible ;  and,  despite  his  usual  habit  of  pas- 
sively beholding  pasaing  eventf,  the  baron'a  spirit 
toiled  with  unwonted  attempta  to  form  conjectures oii 
the  cause. 

At  length  the  idea  occurred  atonee  to  him,  that  tho 
whole  might  be  a  conspiracy  agoinst  King  Richard, 
formed  within  the  camp  of  the  allies,  ana  to  which 
the  bishop,  who  was  by  some  representni  as  a  politic 
and  unscrupulous  person,  was  not  unlikely  to  have 
been  accessory.  It  was  true,  that,  in  his  own  opink>n, 
there  existed  no  character  so  oeifect  as  that  of  his 


master ;  for  Richard  being  the  flower  of  chivalry,  and 
the  chief  of  Christian  leadens  and  obeying  in  all 
points  the  commandsof  Holy  Church.De  Vaur a  ideas 


"^o 


/ou  area  better  physician  than  I,  Sir  Thomas^" 
_nki  the  prelate  ;  "  a  aoothing  falsehood  is  fitter  for 
«  Bck  room  than  an  unplcasing  truth." 

"How  mean  you,  my  reverend  lord?"  said  de 
Vaux,  haatily.  "Think  you  I  would  tell  a  falsehood 
Id  mve  tho  uvea  of  a  dozen  such  as  he')" 

**  You  said''  replied  the  bishop,  with  manifest  symp- 
toms of  alarm—"  you  said  the  esauire'a  master  waa 
nturned— he,  I  nu>an,  of  the  C-oucnnnt  Leopard T' 

"And  he  is  returned,"  saki  De  Vnux.  "I  spoke 
with  him  but  a  few  hours  since.  Thia  learned  leech 
came  in  his  company." 

"  Holy,  Virgin  I  why  told  you  not  of  his  return  to 
mtl"  said  the  bishop,  in  evident  perturbation. 

**  Did  I  not  say  that  this  same.  Knight  of  the  Leo- 
pnid  had  returned  in  company  with  the  nhyaician  ?— 
I  thought  I  had."  replied  De  Vaux,  careleasly ;  '  but 
what  signified  his  return,  to  the  skill  of  the  phyai- 
cian.  or  the  cure  of  his  Majesty  7" 

"Much,  Sir  Thomas- it  signified  much,"  said  the 
bishop,  clenching  his  hands,  nresnng  his  foot  against 
the  earth,  and  giving  aians  oi  inipatjcnciYas  if  m  an 
involuntary  manner.  Bnt  where  ran  he  bo  gone 
now,  this  same  knight  ?— God  be  with  ua— here  may 
bo  some  fatal  errora  1" 

"  Yonder  serf  in  the  outer  space,"  aaid  De  Vaux, 
not  without  wonder  at  tho  bishop's  emotion,  "  can 
probably  tell  us  whiiher  his  master  has  gone." 

The  lad  was  summoned,  and,  in  a  language  nearly 
ineomprebrnsible  to  them,  gave  them  at  length  to 
understand,  that  an  otRcvr  had  summoned  his  mas- 
ter to  the  royal  tent,  some  time  before  their  arrival  at 
that  of  his  maater.  The  anxiety  of  the  bishop  ap- 
peared to  rise  to  the  highcat,  and  became  evident  to 
Ve  Vaux,  thouah  ndther  an  acute  observer,  nor  of  a 
aaspiciuus  temper.  But  with  his  anxiety  set^med  to 
increase  his  wish  to  keep  it  subdued  and  unobserved. 
Ho  took  a  haa ir  leave  of  Do  Vaux,  who  looked 
S  A 


K»/iiiis  »ih:  wNiii(«iiuB«M  M±vij  vyuui vij.jb/o  T  auA  a  lucaa 

of  perfection  went  no  farther.  Still  he  knew  that, 
however  unworthily,  it  had  been  always  his  maater's 
fate  to  draw  aa  much  reproach  and  diaUke,  as  honour 
and  attachment,  from  the  display  of  his  great  qualities ; 
and  that  in  the  very  camp,  and  amongst  those  pnnoes 
bound  by  oath  to  tneCniaode,  were  manv  who  would 
have  aacrificed  all  hope  of  victory  over  toe  Saracena, 
to  the  pleasure  of  ruining,  or  at  least  of  humbling, 
Richard  of  England. 

"Wherefore,^'  saki  the  baron  to  himaeUI  "it  is  in 
no  sense  impossible  that  this  EI  Hakim,  with  thw 
his  cure,  or  seeming  cure,  wrought  on  the  body  of  the 
Srottisli  squire,  may  mean  nothing  but  a  trick,  to 
which  ho  of  the  Leopard  may  be  acceaaory,  and 
wherein  the  Bishop  of  Tyre,  prelate  as  he  is,  may 
have  some  share." 

This  hypothesis,  indeed.  coaU  not  be  so  easily  re- 
conciled with  the  alarm  manifested  by  the  bishop,  on 
learning  that,  contrary  to  his  expectatk>n,  the  Scot- 
tish knight  had  suddenly  returned  to  the  Cruaadoa^ 
camp.  But  De  Vaux  was  influenced  only  by  hia 
oeneral  prejudices,  which  dictated  to  him  the  assured 
belief!  that  a  wily  Italian  prieat,  a  false-hearted  Scot, 
and  an  infidel  physician,  fbrmcd  a  aet  of  ingredients 
from  which  oil  evil,  and  no  good,  was  likely  to  bo 
extracicd.  He  resolved,  however,  to  lay  hia  acruplea 
bluntly  before  the  King,  of  whose  judgment  he  had 
nearly  as  high  an  opinion  aa  of  his  valour. 

Mean  time,  events  had  taken  place  very  contrary  to 
the  suppositions  which  Thomaa  de  Vaux  had  enter- 
tained. Scarce  had  he  left  the  royal  pavilion,  when, 
betwixt  the  imuaiience  of  the  fevtT,  and  that  wh^h 
was  natural  to  his  disposition,  Richard  began  to  mnr 
mur  at  hia  delay,  and  express  an  earnest  desire  foi 
his  return.  He  had  seen  enough  to  try  to  reason 
himself  out  of  this  irritation,  which  grraily  increased 
his  bodily  nialadv.  He  wearied  his  attendants  by  de- 
manding from  them  amuaeme^its,  and  the  brsviary 
of  the  pnest,  the  romance  of  the  clerk,  even  the  haip 
of  his  favoiuite  minstrel,  were  had  recourse  to  in  vain* 
At  laogth,  aoma  two  boura  hefbra  sundown,  and  looi^ 
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therefore,  ere  he  could  expect  a  eniisfactory  account 
of  the  procefls  of  the  cuiv,  whicii  the  Moor  or  Arahian 
had  underuken,  ho  S'^nl,  as  we  have  olfcady  hfonl,  a 
niei*senccT coininnndin^  the  attondanco  uf  ilio  Kni^iht 
of  the  Leopiird,  diTiTinirii-d  tn  soothe  his  iinpnrit'iicc 
by  obtainiii;;  from  Sir  Kennuth  a  mure  F^artimilar  ac- 
<«unt  of  the  cause  of  his  abattnco  fn)m  the  camp,  and 
the  circumstanced  of  his  mcctinp;  with  this  celebrated 
phyfiftian. 

The  Scottinh  knight,  thus  summoned,  entered  the 
royal  presenc;  as  ono  who  was  nu  tttraiif^or  to  such 
Hccncfl.  He  wa««  H<'ar(:ely  known  to  (he  Kins  of  Kiir- 
land,  even  by  Mp;ht,  ahhou|;h,  tenacious  of  his  rank, 
as  devout  in  the  adoration  of  the  lady  of  his  secret 
heart,  he  had  never  been  absent  on  thtim*  occnsions 
when  the  munificence  and  hospiialily  of  England 
opened  the  f -ouri  of  its  monarch  to  all  who  held  a 
certain  rank  in  chivalry.  The  King  gazed  fixedly  on 
^ir  Kenneth  apnroacliing  his  bod-side,  while  the 
knight  bent  tiis  kntx-  for  a  niomi>nt,  then  arose,  and 
stood  before  him,  as  became  an  officer  in  the  presence 
of  his  sovereign,  in  a  postiue  of  deference,  but  not  of 
flubservience  or  numiiity. 

"Thv  name,"  said  the  King,  "isKenneth  of  the  Leo- 
pard—I'Vom  whom  hadst  thou  degree  of  knighthood  7" 

"I  took  it  from  the  sword  of  William  the  Lion, 
King  of  Scotland,"  replied  the  Scot. 

"  A  weapon,"  said  tne  King,  "  well  worthy  to  con- 
fer honour,  nor  has  it  been  laid  on  an  undeaer^'ing 
shoulder.  We  have  seen  theo  l»ear  thyself  knightly 
and  valiantly  in  press  of  battle,  when  most  need  there 
was;  and  inou  hadst  not  been  vet  to  learn  that  thy 
deserts  were  known  to  us,  but  inat  thy  presumption 
m  other  points  has  been  such,  that  thy  services  can 
challenge  no  better  reward  than  that  of  pardon  for 
thy  transgression.    What  sayst  thou— ha?" 

kennetn  attempted  to  speak,  but  was  unable  to 
express  himself  distinctly ;  the  consciousness  of  his 
too  ambitious  love,  and  the  keen  falcon  glaum  with 
which  Cceur  de  Lion  seemed  to  penetrate  his  inmost 
soul,  combining  to  disconcert  him. 

"And  yet,"  said  the  King,  "although  soldiers 
should  obey  cx)mmand,  and  vassals  be  respectful  to- 
wards their  superiors,  we  mic;ht  forgive  a  brave  knight 
greater  oflence  th^n  the  keeping  a  simple  hound, 
though  it  were  contrary  to  our  express  public  ordi- 
nance." 

Richard  kept  his  eye  fixpd  on  the  Scot's  face,  be- 
held, and  beholding,  smiling  inwardly  at  the  relief 
produced  by  the  turn  he  had  given  to  his  general  ac- 
cusation. 

" So  please  you,  mv  lord,"  said  the  Scot,  "your 
Majesty  must  be  goo<rto  us  po<ir  gentlemen  of  Scot- 
land in  this  matter.  We  are  far  Irom  home,  scant  of 
revenues,  and  cannot  support  ourselves  as  your 
wealthy  nobles,  who  have  credit  of  the  Lombanls. 
The  Saracens  shall  feel  our  blows  the  harder  that 
we  eat  a  pie(.*e  of  dried  venison  from  time  to  time, 
with  our  herbs  and  barley-cakes." 

"It  skills  not  asking  my  leave,"  said  Richard, 
"since  Thomas  de  Vaux,  who  doth,  like  all  around 
rne,  that  which  is  Hitest  in  his  own  eyes,  haih  aln*ady 
i^ven  thee  |>erinission  for  hunting  and  hawking." 

"  For  hunting  only,  and  please  you,"  said  the  Scot ; 
"but,  if  it  please  your  Mait^ty  to  indulgj  mc  with 
the  privilege  of  hawking  also,  and  you  list  to  trust 
me  with  a  falcon  on  fist,  I  trust  I  could  supply  your 
royal  mess  with  some  choice  waterfowl." 

1  dn-ad  me  if  thou  hadst  but  the  falcon,"  said  the 
King,  "thouwouldst  scarci^  wait  for  tiie permission. 
I  wot  well  it  is  said  abroad  that  we  of  the  line  of 
Anjou  resent  offence  against  our  forest  laws,  as 
highly  as  we  would  do  treason  against  our  crown. 
To  brave  and  worthy  men,  however,  we  could  pardon 
either  misdemeanour.  But  enough  of  this.— I  desire 
to  know  of  you,  Sir  Knight,  wherefore,  and  by  whose 
authority,  you  took  this  n-c^nt  journey  to  the  wilder- 
ness of  the  Red  Sea,  and  Engaddi  7" 

'*  By  order,"  replieu  the  knight,  "of  the  Council  of 
the  Princes  of  the  Holy  Crusade." 

"And  how  dared  any  one  to  give  such  an  order, 
when  1— not  the  least,  surely,  in  the  league— was  un- 

p«rt,  pletie  your  highnem,"  Mud 


Acquainted  with  it  7" 
"  It  wai  not  my  ( 


the  Scot  "  to  inquire  into  meh  particniart.  I  am  a 
soldier  of  the  Cn>HS— serving,  doubtless,  for  the  pre- 
sent, under  your  highness's  banner,  and  proud  of  the 
pt-rmistfiun  to  do  sr>— but  still  one  who  hath  taken  on 
him  the  holy  symbol  for  the  rights  of  Christianity, 
and  the  recovery  of  the  Holy  Sepulchre,  and  bouou, 
therefore,  to  obey,  without  question,  the  orders  of  tba 
princes  and  chiefs  by  whom  the  blessed  cnteiprifleu 
directed.  That  indfsposition  should  seclude,  I  tnw 
for  but  a  short  time,  your  highness  from  their  coun- 
cils, in  which  yon  hold  so  potential  a  voice,  I  muit 
lament  with  aU  Christendom;  but,  as  a  soldier,  I 
mu«>!  obey  those  on  whom  the  lawful  right  of  com- 
mand devolves,  or  set  but  an  evil  exainple  in  ihe 
Christian  camp." 

"Thou  say*st  well,"  said  King  Richard ;  "and  tlie 
blame  rests  not  with  thee,  but  with  those  with 
whom,  when  it  shall  please  Heaven  to  raise  me  from 
this  accursed  bed  of  pain  and  inactivity,  I  hope  to 
reckon  roundly.  What  waa  the  purport  of  thy 
nieHs.igt!7" 

"Mrthinks,  and  please  your  highneiu,"  replied  Sir 
Kenneth,  "  that  were  beet  asked  of  those  who  tent 
me,  and  who  can  render  the  reasons  of  mine  erraod; 
whereas,  I  can  only  tell  its  outward  Sana  and  piv- 
port." 

"Palter  not  with  me.  Sir  Scot— it  were  ill  (or thy 
saf^  ty,"  Mul  the  irritable  monarch. 

"  My  safety,  my  loni,"  refdied  the  knight,  firmly. 
"  I  cast  U'hind  me  as  a  regardless  thing;  when  I  vowed 
myself  to  this  enterprise,  looking  rather  to  my  im- 
mortal welfare,  than  to  that  which  concerns  my 
earthly  body." 

"  By  the  mass,"  said  King  Richard.  "  thon  ait  t 
brave  fellow !  Hark  thee.  Sir  Knight  I  love  the  Sool- 
tish  people :  they  an^  hardy,  though  dogged  and  tiub- 
born,  and,  I  think,  true  men  in  the  main,  though  the 
necessity  of  state  has  sometimes  conatrained  tnemto 
be  dissi.Mublers.  I  deserve  some  love  at  their  hiod,  | 
for  I  have  voluntarily  done  what  they  could  not  by 
arms  have  extorted  from  me,  any  more  than  fromnf 

eredecessors— I  have  re-establislied  the  fortresses  of 
l/>xburgii  and  Berwick,  which  lay  in  pledge  to  Enf-  • 
land— I  nave  restored  your  ancient  boundaries-'aad, 
finally,  I  have  renounced  a  claim  to  homage  upon  the 
crown  of  England,  which  I  thought  unjiistly  forced 
on  you.  I  have  endeavoured  to  make  honouraUeajid 
independent  friends,  where  former  kings  of  Engfand 
attempted  only  tu  compel  unwilling  and  rebMUOM 
vassals." 

"  All  this  you  have  done,  my  Lord  King,"  said  Sir 
Kenneth,  bowmg— "All  this  you  have  done,  ^yo« 
royal  treaty  with  our  sovereign  at  CanU'rbury.  TliBre- 
{ore  have  you  me,  and  many  better  Scottish  mea, 
making  war  usfainst  the  infidels,  under  your  bannen. 
who  would  else  have  been  ravaging  your  frontier!  in 
England.  If  their  numbers  are  now  few.  it  is  be- 
causi>  their  lives  have  been  freely  waged  and  wasted." 

"  I  grant  it  true,"  said  the  King ;  '^and  for  the  good 
offices  I  have  done  your  land,  I  require  you  to  remem- 
ber, that,  as  a  principal  member  of  the  Chrima 
league,  I  have  a  right  to  know  the  negiotiationsof  mf 
rx)nfedcratt»8.  Do  me,  therefore,  the  justice  to  tdl  roe 
what  I  have  a  title  to  bo  acquainted  with,  and  whidi 
I  am  certain  to  know  more  truly  from  you  than  ftom 
others." 

"  My  lonl,"  said  the  Scot,  "  thus  conjured,  I  will 
speak  the  truth ;  for  I  well  believe  that  your  purposes 
towards  the  principal  object  of  our  expedition  are 
single-hearted  and  honest:  and  it  is  more  than  I 
dare  warrant  for  others  of  the  Holy  League.  Be 
pleased  therefore,  to  know,  my  charge  was  to  pro- 
pose, through  the  medium  of  the  hermit  of  Engad^ 
—a  holy  man,  respected  and  protected  by  Saladin 
himself" 

"A  continuation  of  the  truce,  I  doubt  not,"  siki 
Richard,  hastily  interrupting  him. 
.  "No,  by  Saint  Andrew,  my  liege,"  said  the  ScoH 
tish  knight:  "but  the  estahlishment  of  a  lasting 
peace,  and  the  withdrawing  our  armies  from  PaJea- 
tine." 

"Saint  George '"said  Richard,  in  aatoniahment— 

III  as  I  have  justly  thought  of  them,  I  oould  not 
have  dfeamed  they  would  have  humblad  theinaelYM 
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iDWch  dishonour.  Npeiikf  Sir  iCenneth,  with  what 
will  di(l  you  carry  such  a  tnessase  7" 

"With  ri^hi  «ood-will.  my  lord,"  said  Kenneth; 
"because,  when  we  liod  lost  our  noble  lender,  under 
whose  guidance  alone  I  hoped  lor  victory,  I  saw  none 
wbo  could  succetxl  him  likely  to  lead  us  to  conquest, 
ind  1  accounted  it  well  in  such  circunastances  to 
avfcid  defeat." 

**And  on  what  conditions  was  this  hopeful  peace 
lobe  contracted  ?''  eaid  Kinjj  Richard,  pamfully  sup- 

Csing  the  passion  with  which  his  heart  was  almost 
ting. 

** These  were  not  intrusted  to  me,  my  lord,"  an- 
fwered  the  Knight  of  the  Couchani  Leopard.  I  de- 
lifewd  them  sealed  to  the  hermit." 

"And  for  what  hold  you  this  reverend  hermit  1— for 
i)ol  madman,  traitor,  or  saint  7"  said  Richard. 

"His  follv  sire,"  replied  the  shrewd  Scottishman, 
**!  hold  to  be  assumed  to  win  favour  and  reverence 
ft»m  the  Paynimric,  who  regard  madmen  as  the 
iqa^ired  of  Heaven;  at  least  it  seemed  to  me  asex- 
hibitod  only  occasionally,  and  not  as  mixing,  like 
Bitonil  folly,  with  the  general  tenor  of  his  mind." 

"Shrewdly  replied,  sjiid  the  monarch,  throwing 
bimsclf  back  on  his  couch,  from  which  he  had  half- 
raiied  himself.— "  Now  of  his  penitence?" 

"His  penitence,"  continued  Kenneth,  "  appears  to 
RR  sincere,  and  the  fruits  of  remorse  for  some  drend- 
fiil  crime,  for  which  he  seems,  in  his  own  opinion, 
Qondemned  to  reprobation." 

"And  for  his  policy  7"  said  King  Richard. 
^"Methinks,  my  lord,"  said  the  Scottish  knight, 

he  despairs  of  the  security  of  Palestine,  as  of  his 
«wn  aalvBtion,  by  any  means  short  of  a  miracle— at 
NUt,  since  the  arm  of  Richard  of  England  hath  ceased 
to  strike  for  it." 

.  "And  therefore,  the  coward  policy  of  this  hermit 
u  like  that  of  these  miserable  nrinces,  who,  forgetful 
of  dieir  knighthood  and  their  faith,  are  only  resolved 
•od  determined  when  the  question  is  retreat,  and, 
tiiber  than  go  forward  against  an  armed  Saracen, 


wouM  trainpie  in  their  flight  over  a  dying  ally !' 

"Might  I  so  far  presume,  my  Lord  King,"  sai 

Scottish   knight,    "this  discxiurse   but  heats   your 


dinasc,  the  enemy  from  which  Christendom  dreads 
Biore  evil,  than  from  armed  hosts  of  infidels."^ 

The  countenance  of  King  Richard  was,  indeed, 
tiore  flushed,  and  his  action  became  more  feverishly 
vtbement^  as,  with  clenched  hand,  expanded  arm, 
md  flashing  eyes,  he  seemed  at  once  to  suffer  under 
HKiily  pain,  and  at  the  same  time  under  vexation  of 
niod,  while  his  high  spirit  led  him  to  speak  on,  as  if 
n  contempt  of  both. 

"You  can  flatter.  Sir  Knight,"  he  said,  "but  vou 
^eape  me  not.  1  must  know  more  from  you  than 
'oo  oave  yet  toM  me.  Saw  you  my  royal  consort 
^rhenatEngaddi?" 

**To  my  knowle<lgc— no,  my  lord,"  replied  Sir  Ken- 
letb,  with  considLTJinle  periurl)aiion ;  for  he  remem- 
lered  the  midnight  procession  in  the  chapel  of  the 
wkt. 

"1  ask  you,"  said  the  King,  in  a  sterner  voice, 
*  whether  you  were  not  in  the  chapel  of  the  Car- 
nditelVuns  at  Engaddi,  and  there  saw  Bercngaria, 
ioeea  of  England,  and  the  ladies  of  her  Court,  who 
rent  thither  on  pilgrimage?" 

"My  lord,"  said"  Sir  Kenneth,  "1  will  speak  the 
mthasin  the  confessional.  In  a  subterranean  chapel, 
0  which  the  anchorite  conducted  me,  I  l)cheld  a  choir 
i  ladies  do  honinge  to  a  relic  of  the  highest  sanc- 
ity;  but  as  I  saw  not  their  faces,  nor  heard  their 
oicot  unless  in  the  hymns  which  they  changed,  I 
annot  tell  whether  the  Queen  of  England  was  of  the 
evy." 

"And  was  there  no  one  of  these  ladies  known  to 
ou?" 

Sir  Kenneth  stood  silent 

"I  ask  you,"  wji<i  Richard,  raising  himself  on  his 
Ibow,  *'bs  a  knight  and  a  genlleman,  and  I  shall 
now  by  your  answer  how  you  value  either  character 
-did  you,  or  did  you  not.  know  any  lady  amongst 
lat  band  of  worshippers? 

*  My  lord,"  snid  Kenneth,  not  without  much  hesi- 
ificMit  "ImightguMS.*' 


"  And  I  also  may  guess,"  said  the  King,  frowning 
sternly ;  "  but  it  is  enough.  Leopard  as  you  are.  Sir 
Knight,  beware  templing  the  lion's  paw.  Hark  ye — 
to  become  enamoured  of^the  moon  would  be  but  an 
act  of  folly;  but  to  leop  from  the  battlements  of  a 
lofty  tower,  in  the  wild  hope  of  coming  within  her 
sphere,  were  self'destructive  madness." 

At  this  moment  some  bustling  was  heard  in  the 
oiiter  apartment,  and  the  King,  hastily  changing  to 
his  more  natural  manner,  said.  '*  Enough— begone 
—speed  to  De  Vaux,  and  send  nim  hither  with  the 
Arabian  physician.  My  life  for  the  faith  of  the  Sol- 
dan  I  Would  he  but  abjure  his  false  law,  I  would  aid 
him  with  my  sword  to  drive  this  scum  of  French  and 
Austrians  from  his  dominions,  and  think  Palestine  as 
well  ruled  by  him  as  when  her  kings  were  anointed 
by  the  decree  of  Heaven  itself." 

The  Knight  of  the  Leopard  retired,  and  presently 
afterwards  the  chamberlam  announced  a  deputation 
from  the  Council,  who  had  come  to  wait  on  the  Ma- 
jesty of  England. 

"It  is  well  they  allow  that  I  am  living  yet,"  was 
his  reply.    "Who  are  the  reverend  ambassadors 7" 

"The  Grand  Master  of  the  Templars,  and  the  Mar- 
quis of  Montserrat." 

"Our  brother  of  France  loves  not  sick-beds,"  said 
Richard  ;  "  yet,  had  Philip  been  ill,  I  had  stood  by  his 
couch  long  since.— Jocelyii,  lay  me  the  couch  more 
fairly,  it  is  tumbled  like  a  stormy  sea— reach  mj5  yon- 
der steel  mirror— pass  a  comb  through  my  hair  and 
beard.  They  look,  indeed^  liker  a  lion's  mane  than  a 
Christian  man's  locks— bnng  water." 

" My  lord,"  said  the  trembling  chamberlain,  "the 
leeches  say  that  cold  water  may  be  fatal." 

"To  the  foul  flend  with  the  leeches!"  replied  the 
monarch;  "if  they  cannot  cure  me,  think  you  I  will 
allow  them  to  torment  me?— There,  then"— he  said, 
after  having  made  his,  ablutions,  "admit  the  wor- 
shipful envoys;  they  will  now,  I  think^  scarcely  see 
that  disease  has  made  Richard  negligent  of^  his 
person." 

The  celebrated  Master  of  the  Templars  was  a  tall, 
thin,  war-worn  man.  with  a  slow  yet  penetrating  eye. 
and  a  brow  on  which  a  thousand  dark  intrigues  had 
stamped  a  jportion  of  their  obscurity.  At  the  head  of 
that  singular  body,  to  whom  their  order  was  every 
thing,  and  their  individuality  nothing— seeking  the 
advancement  of  its  power,  even  at  the  liazard  of  that 
very  religion  which  the  fraternity  were  originally 
associated  to  protect— accuswl  of  heresy  and  witch- 
craft, although  by  their  character  Christian  priests- 
suspected  ofsecnn  league  with  the  Soldan,  though 
by  oath  devoted  to  the  protection  of  the  Holy  Tem- 
ple, or  its  recovery— the  whole  order,  and  the  whole 
personal  character  of  its  commander,  or  Grand  Mas- 
ter, was  a  riddle,  at  the  exposition  of  which  most 
men  shuddered.  The  Grand  Master  was  dressed  in 
his  white  robes  of  solemnity,  and  he  bare  the  abacut^ 
a  myotic  staff  of  office,  the  peculiar  form  of  which 
has  given  rise  to  such  singular  coni<!Ctures  and  com- 
mentaries, leading  to  suspicions  that  this  celebrated 
fraternity  of  Christian  knights  were  embodied  under 
the  foulest  symbols  of  Paganism. 

Conrade  of  Montserrat  nad  a  much  more  pleasing 
exterior  than  the  dark  and  mysterious  priest-soldier 
hy  whom  he  was  accompanied.  He  was  a  handsomu 
man^  of  middle  age,  or  somelhinj?  ^ast  that  term, 
bold  in  the  fleld,  sagacious  in  council,  gay  and  gallant 
in  limes  of  festivity;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  he  wos 
generally  accused  of  versatility,  of  a  nam>w  and 
selfish  ambition,  of  a  desire  to  extend  his  own  prin- 
cipality, without  regard  to  the  weal  of  the  Latin 
kingdom  of  Palestine,  and  of  seeking  his  own  in- 
terest, by  private  negotiations  with  Saladin,  to  the 
prejudice  of  the  Christian  leaguers. 

Whun  the  usual  salutations  had  been  made  by 
these  dignitaries,  and  courteously  returned  by  King 
Richard,  the  Marquis  of  Montserrat  commenced  an 
explanation  of  the  motives  of  their  visit,  sent,  as  he 
said  tliey  were,  by  the  anxious  Kings  and  Princes 
who  composed  the  Council  of  the  Crusaders,  "to 
inauire  into  the  health  of  their  magnanimous  ally,  the 
valiant  King  of  England." 

"  We  know  the  imgortanoe  in  which  the  Prinest 
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of  the  Council  hold  our  hrnllh,"  replim]  th»»  En^^lish  I  unrirciimri^pd  upon  the  virtue  of  the  medicinee  of 
Kin4;  "nnd  are  woll  nwaro  how  iniirli  th<y  must    which  1  hav*-  obinined  knowh*dKe  thmncdi  the  grace 
Jiave  autfrreilby  Piijjprp.*»in  ;  nil  curin?  ry  roiH^rninc:    of  dif  Prophet,  and  I  prnv  you  interpOM  no  delay 
it  for  fourtcc-n  davs,  lorlV.ir.  tlonhiltss,  olai^umvaiin;; '  beiwii-n  me  nnd  mv  offir^p. ' 
our  diyordtT,  hy  showiii;?  th.ir  anxi<.'iy  rcijaniin;;  the       *'  Who  talks  of  delay  7"  *aid  the  Baron  de  VauX, 


cvfni." 

Tho  flow  of  thf  Marquis'H  iloqiu'ncc  hein/;  checked, 
and  he  himself  thrown  iriiu  some  confusion  hy  this 
rt»plv',  his  more  austere  coinpnninn  t(Xik  up  the  thread 
.if  the  ciHivcT."*aliori,  anri,  with  as  inn«  h  dry  nnd  britf 
pjavity  as  was  ronsisU'nt  with  the  presence  which 


hastily  entering  the  tent ;  "  we  have  had  but  too  much 
already.— I  salute  you.  my  Lord  of  Montserrat,  and 
you,  valiant  Grand  Master.  But  I  must  preeenth^ 
pass  with  this  learned  physician  to  the  bedaide  of  m| 
jiiasfir." 

_> _  ^. **  My  loni,"  said  the  Marqura,  in  Norman-French, 

..e  ad:lre98('d,  informed  the  King  that  thev  came  from  '  or  tho  Innunjamj  of  Ouie,  as  it  was  then  calle<i,  "are 
the  Council,  to  pray,  in  the  name  of  Cliristi^ndom,  |  ymi  wril  advised  that  we  came  to  expostulate  on  Che 
"that  he  w'»uid  not  suft'tT  his  health  to  be  lampen-d  part  f)f  the  f'ounril  of  the  Monarchs  and  Princes  of 
with  by  an  iufi'lel  phyaicinn,  snid  to  br*  dc;<p:itrhed  by  .  iht-  Crusade,  againsf  the  risk  of  p«»rmittini;  an  infidel 
^>aladin,  until  the  ('outicil  liad  taken  rrKisun'.««  to  re-  '  nnd  Eastrm  physician  to  tamper  with  a  health  so 
move  orconrtrm  the  suspicion,  which  they  at  pnvent  i  valuabi*'  as  that  of  your  master  Kins  Richard  7" 


.\oble  T^)rd  Mamuis,"  replied  the  En^lishRnn. 
b!"ntly,  '•  I  can  neither  use  many  words,  nor  do  I 
deliuht  in  listenin:;  to  them— moreover,  I  am  much 
more  ready  to  believe  what  my  eyes'  hove  »,^n,  thu 
what  my  tars  have  heard.  I  am  satisfitxl  that  this 
heathen  can  cure  the  sickness  of  Kins  Richard,  lod 
I  believe  and  trust  he  will  labour  to  do  .<iO.  Timeii 
oiis.    If  Mnhnmmed— May  Ocxl's  curse  be  cm 

«too<l  at  the  door  of  the  tent,  with  such  far 

purpoMi'  as  this  .\donbecel  Hakim  entertains,  I  would 
hold  it  sin  to  delay  him  for  a  minute— So,  give  ye 
(loil'en,  my  lords." 

*'  .Nay,  bur,''  said  Conrade  of  Mont«ierrat,  "  the 
King  hmis(.>lf  said  we  sliould  be  present  when  this 
sume  physician  dealt  upon  him." 

The  bnn)n  whispered  the  chamberlain,  prababfy 
to  know  whether  tne  Marquis  spoke  tnily,  nnd  tbea 
replied.  "  My  lords,  if  you  wdl  hold  your  patience,  yw 

.  _. _ _ ,  ._ ,.,_    are  welcome  to  enter  with  us;  but  if  you  interrupt, bjr 

and  Grand  Mastet  whose  dignity  was  apparent,  action  or  threat,  this  accomplished  physician  in  hii 
both  from  their  appcnraiici;  and  their  bearing.  The  :  duty,  be  it  known,  that,  without  rcppect  to  vour  hi|rii 
(»rand  Master  returned  the  salutation  with  an  ex-  ".quality.  1  will  enforce  your  absence  from  Richard i 
pression  of  disdainful  coldness,  the  Marquis,  with  the  '  tent;  for  know,  I  am  so  \\'cll  satisfied  of  the  virutt 
popular  cuurte^iy  which  he  hnbitunlly  pmctis(>d  to  t  of  this  man's  medicines,  that  were  Richard  himself 
men  of  every  rank  and  nation.  Tln'rti  wan  a  pause;  ;  to  refuse  them,  by  Our  Lady  of  Lanerctist,  I  thiokl 
for  the  Scottish  knight,  waitini;  for  the  arrival  of  l>e  could  find  in  tny  heart  to  force  him  to  take  the  meant 
Vaux,  presumed  not,  of  his  own  authority,  to  enter     '  *^*  '     "^     '  '^  *•  -  -  i 

the  tent  of  the  Kins  of  England,  and,  during  this 
interval,  the  Grand  Master  sternly  demanded  of  the 
Moslem,— "Infidel,  hast  thou  the  couragi?  to  practise 


conceived  did  attach  itself  to  the  mission  of  such  a 
person." 

"Orantl  Master  of  the  Holy  nnd  Valiant  Order 
of  Knights  Tcmplnr^,  and  you,  Most  \oble  Maniuis 
of  Montserrat,"  n^lied  Richanf,  "if  it  ph-aw  you  to 
retu'e  into  the  adjoining  pavilion,  you  shull  presently 
see  what  account  we  make  of  the  tender  nmon-  . 
Btranccs  of  our  royal  and  princely  colleagues  in  this  '■  precir 
relicious  warfare.  him  ! 

The  Marquis  and  Girand  Master  retired  accord- 
ingly ;  nor  bod  they  been  many  minutes  in  the  out- 
waid  pavilion  when  the  Kasturn  physician  arrived, 
acconipanii'd  by  the  Hnron  of  Gdsland,  and  Kenneth 
of  Scotland.  Tlie  bnroii,  however,  was  a  little  laitT 
of  entering  the  tent  than  the  other  two,  stopping, 
perchance,  to  is^ue  some  orders  to  the  warders 
without. 

As  the  Arabian  physician  entered,  he  made  his 
obeisance,  after  the  Oriental  fashion,  to  the  Marquis 


of  his  cure  whether  he  would  or  no.— Move  onwaid, 
El  Hakim." 

The  last  word  was  spoken  in  the  lingua  franci. 
and  instantly  obi-ycd  by  the  physician.    The  Grand 


thine  urt  upon  the  p(;rson  of  an  anointitl  sovereign  '  Master  looked  gnmly  on  the  unceremonious  old  sqt- 
of  the  Christian  host  7"  dier,  but,  on  exchanging  a  glance  with  the  MarqniSi 

"  The  sun  of  Allah,"  answenyi  the  sage,  "  shines    smt^thtni  his  frowning  brow  as  well  os  he  could, 


on  the  Naican*ne  as  well  as  on  the  tnie  believer,  and 
his  servant  dare  make  no  distinction  between  them, 
when  called  on  to  exiTcist!  the  art  of  healing." 

"  Misbelieving  Hakim,"  aaiil  the  Grand  Masti*r, 
"or  whats«)ever  they  call  thc;e  for  an  uiibaptize<l  slave 
of  darkness,  dost  thou  well  know,  that  thou  shall  be 
torn  asunder  by  wild  horses  should  King  Richard 
die  "mder  thy  charge  7" 

"  That  were  hard  justice,"  answered  the  physician ; 
"sofMng  that  I  can  but  use  human  means,  and  that 
the  issue  is  written  in  the  Itook  of  light." 

"  Nuy,  reverend  and  valiant  (vrnnd  Master  "  «said 
the  Marquis  of  Montscrrat,  "consider  that  thislcarnod 
man  is  not  acquaintLtl  with  our  (.Christian  order, 
adopted  in  the  fear  of  (lod,  and  for  the  safit)-  of  his 
anomted.— Be  it  known  to  ihce,  grave  physician, 
whose  skill  we  doubt  not,  that  your  wisest  course  is 
to  repair  to  the  presence  of  the  illustrious  Council  of 
our  Holy  League,  and  there  to  give  account  and 
reckoning  to  such  wise  and  learned  leeches  as  they 
shall  nominate,  concerning  your  means  of  process 
and  cure  of  this  illustrious  patient;  so  shall  vou 
escape  all  the  danger,  which,  rashly  taking  such  a 
high  mailer  upon  your  sole  answer,  you  may  else 
most  .ikcly  incur." 

"  My  lords,"  said  El  Hakim,  "  I  understand  you 
wpll.  But  knowltKlge  hath  its  champions  as  well  a.s 
your  military  art,  nay,  hath  sometimes  had  its  mar- 
tyrs as  well  as  religion.  I  have  the  eoiiimand  of  my 
•^jveruign.  the  Soldan  Sniadin.  to  heal  this  IVazarone 
King,  and.  with  the  bb'ssinz  of  the  Prophet,  I  will 
ooey  nis  commAuds.  Tf  I  fall,  ye  w/'ar  swords  thirst- 
ing for  the  blood  of  t.itr  faithful,  and  I  prolRr  my  body 
to  Yoar  wca^HfDB     But  I  will  not  reason  witn  one 


and  both  followed  De  Vauz  and  the  Arabian  into  the 
inner  tcnt^  where  Richard  lay  expecting  them,  with 
that  impatience  with  which  the  sick  man  watches  the 
step  of  bis  physician.  Sir  Kenneth,  whose  attend- 
ance s<*emea  neither  asked  norprohibiteil,  felt  himsdft 
by  the  circumstances  in  which  he  stood,  entitled  h» 
follow  these  high  dignitaries,  but.  conscious  of  hil 
inferior  power  and  rank,  remained  aloof  during  the 
scene  which  took  place. 

Rirhnnl,  whi^n  they  entered  his  apartment,  im- 
mediately exclaimed,  "So  ho!  a  f^oodly  fellowship 
come  to  see  Richard  take  his  leap  m  the  dnrk.— My 
noble  allies,  I  greet  you  as  tho  representatives  of  our 
nss'jinbled  league;  Richard  will  again  be  amongst 
you  in  his  former  fashion,  or  ye  shall  bear  to  the  grave 
what  is  left  of  him.— De  Vaux,  lives  he  or  dies  hc^ 
thou  hast  the  thanks  of  thy  prince.— There  is  yet  an- 
other— but  this  fever  hath  wasted  my  eyesight— what 
the  bold  Scot,  who  would  climb  Heaven  withont  a 
ladder?— he  is  welcome  toa— Come,  Sir  Hakiin,  to 
the  work,  to  the  work." 

The  physician,  who  had  already  informed  himself 
of  the  various  symptoms  of  the  King's  iltnefis,  now 
fdt  his  pulse  for  a  long  time,  and  with  deep  attt^ntion, 
while  all  around  stood  silent,  and  in  breathless  ex* 
peef^ition.  The  sago  next  fuled  a  cup  with  spring 
water,  and  dipt  into  it  the  small  red  purse,  which,  ts 
fornu-rly,  he  took  from  his  bosom.  When  he  seemed 
to  think  it  sufficiently  meilicated,  he  was  about  M 
offer  it  to  the  sovereign,  who  prevented  him,  by  .say- 
ing. "  Hold  an  inritant.— Thon  hast  felt  my  polse- 
lei  me  lay  mv  finger  on  thine.— I  too,  as  becomsi  • 
good  knight^  know  something  of  thine  art." 

The  Arabi'jn  yielded  his  hand  without  heaitatkNit 


Ciflp.'X.l 


THfi  TALISMAN. 


mdhifluni^filenderaBrk  finfEervwcre,  foraninKtant,  I  were  attendiff,  ^hcn  rontnHc,  nftrr  ft  moment's 


enclMc^J.  ami  almost  buriaJ  in  the  iarge  fnluldnicnt 
of  Kin{;  Kirhard's  hand. 

**  HiH  blond  he«t«  calm  as  am  infant**,"  said  the 
Knj?;  **  w)  throb  not  theire  who  poison  princes.  De 
YaujL  wliftlitT  we  Irvc  or  die,  dtaniiss  this  Hakim 
ivith  nonour  and  mfc^y— Comniead  119.  friend,  to  tlie 
noble  f»aladin.  Sliouid  I  <lie,  it  ie  without  doubt  of 
Jiis  faith— should  I  live,  it  will  be  to  thank  him  as  a 
warrior  would  desire  to  l)e  -thanked." 

Hethcf)  ruif.i'd  himself  in  bed,  took  the  cup  in  his 
hand,  and.  lurniflg  10  the  Marquis  and  the  Grand 
Master,—"  Mark  what  I  say,  and  \t<  my  royal  bre- 
thren plerlse  ix\*i  in  Cypnis  wine— '  To  the  immortal 
hoBoiir  of  the  Ixrsi  Crusader  who  shall  strike.*  lance  or 
twerd  on  the  ;;rite  of  Jerusalem ;  and  to  the  shame 
and  etumnl  itifamy  of  whomsoever  shall  turn  back 
from  ihe  plough  on  which  he  hath  iakl  his  hand !'  " 

He  drained  iJie  cup  to  the  bottom,  resigned  it  to 
ihe  Arabiim,  and  sunk  back,  as  if  exhausted,  upon 
the  cushions  which  were  arranged  to  ifceive  him. 
The  physician,  then,  with  silent  but  expreasiye  si^na, 
direc<i-d  that  oil  should  leave  the  tent  excepting  him- 
self wid  De  Vnux,  whom  no  remonstrance  could 
induce  to  withdraw.  Tlte  apartment  was  cleared 
aceordingly. 


CHAPTER  X. 

And  now  I  will  andasp «  Kcret  l>ook. 
And,  to  yuur  qnink-coiioeivinir  diMontmt, 
rtl  md  you  matter  de«p  and  aanturunn. 

The  Mnniuin  of  ^lontacrrat,  and  the  Grand  Master 
of  the  Knights  Tt!m'plars,  stood  together  in  the  front 
of  the  royal  pavilion,  within  which  this  singular  scene 
had  paMfd,  and  beheld  a  strong  guard  of  bills  and 
bowa  drawn  out  to  form  a  circle  around  it,  and  ker:p 
at  a  dif>tan<'e  all  which  might  disturb  the  sleeping 
monarch.  I'hc  soldiers  wore  the  doviicast,  silent, 
and  auilL-n  looks,  with  which  they  trail  their  arms  at 
a  funeral,  and  stcTiped  with  such  caution  that  you 
ooutd  not  hear  a  buckler  ring,  or  a  swonl  clatter, 
though  «o  many  men  in  armour  were  moving  around 
the  tent.  They  lowerod  their  weapons  in  deep  reve- 
veoce,  as  the  dignitaries  passed  through  their  files,  but 
with  the  same  profound  silence. 

"There  is  a  chnngo  of  cheer  among  these  island 
dogs,"  said  ihe  Grand  Master  to  Conrade,  when  thev 
had  pass:^!  Kiciianra  Guards.  "  What  hoarse  tumult 
and  rcvul  uM-d  to  be  before  this  pavilion!  naught  but 
pitching  the  bar,  hurling  the  ball,  wrestling,  roaring 
of  songfs  clattering  of  wine-pots,  and  quaffing  of 
HogtHis,  among  those  burly  yeomen,  as  if  theyr  were 
holding  9oiue  country  wake,  with  a  Maypolo  in  the 
midst  of  them,  instead  of  a  royal  standard." 

^'MasiillN  are  a  taithful  race,"  said  Conrade ;  "and 
the  King  tlu>ir  nuiHter  has  won  their  love  by  being 
ready  to  wre^'tIe,  brawl,  or  revel  amoncst  the  foremost 
of  th'rm,  whenever  the  humour  seized  him." 

"  He  IS  totally  compoundetl  of  humours  "  said  the 
Grand  Master.  "  Marked  you  the  pledge  he  gave  us, 
iDStead  of  a  prayer,  over  his  grace-cup  yondiT?" 

^'He  would  have  felt  it  a  fsrac^-cup,  and  a  well 
•piced  one  too/'  said  the  Marquis,  "  wore  Saladin  like 
any  other  Turk  that  ever  wore  turbnn,  or  turned 
him  to  Mecoii  lit  rail  of  the  Muezcin.  Kut  he  affects 
faith,  niul  honour,  and  generosity,— as  if  it  were  for 
an  unbaptized  dog  like  him  to  praciise  the  virtuous 
bearing  of  a  ChrlHtinn  knight!    It  is  said  he  hath 

S plied  to  Richard  to  be  admitted  within  the  pale  of 
ivnlry!" 

"  By  Saint  Bernard  !*'  exclaimed  the  Grand  Master, 
''it  were  time  then  to  throw  oft'  our  belts  and  spurs, 
Sir  C'Onrnde.  defare  our  armorial  bearings,  and  re- 
Bounce  our  burgoncts,  if  the  highest  honour  of  Chris- 
tianity were  conferred  on  an  unchristened  Turk  of 
tenp<-ncc." 

*'Vou  rate  the  Roldan  cheap,"  replied  the  Marquis; 
"yet  thonjih  he  he  a  likely  man,  1  have  seen  a  better 
hen  I  hen  sold  for  forty  (wnce  at  the  bagnio." 

They  were  now  near  their  horses,  which  stood  at 
fome  dii»iancv  from  the  royal  tent,  prancing  among 
ihe  gallant  irain  of  <)sqiiires  and  pages  by  whom  thoy 


pause,  proiwwfl  that  th^y  shtiuld  enjoy  the  cool- 
ness of  the  evening  breeze  which  had  arisen,  and, 
dismissing  their  steeds  and  attendants,  walk  home- 
wards to  their  own  quarters,  through  the  lines  of  tho 
extended  Christian  camp.  The  6rand  Master  as 
sented,  and  they  proceeded  to  walk  together  accord- 
insriy,  avoiding,  as  if  by  mutual  consent,  the  more 
inhabited  parts  of  the  canvass  city,  and  tracing  the 
broad  esplanade  which  lay  between  the  tents  and  the 
external  defences,  where  they  could  convene  in  private, 
and  unmarked,  save  by  the  sentinels  as  they  passed 
them. 

They  spoke  for  a  time  npon  the  military  points 
and  preparations  for  defence;  but  this  sort  of  dis- 
course, m  which  neither  seemed  to  take  interest,  at 
li>ngth  died  away,  and  there  was  a  long  pause,  which 
terihinated  by  the  Marnuis  of  Montserrat  stopping 
short,  like  a  man  who  has  formed  a  sudden  resolu- 
tion, and,  gazing  for  some  moments  on  the  dark 
inflexible  countenance  of  the  Grand  Master,  he  at 
length  addressed  him  thus:— "Alight  it  consist  with 

Jour  valour  and  sanctity,  reverend  Sir  Giles  Amaurv, 
would  pray  you  for  once  to  lay  aside  the  dark 
vizor  which  you  wear,  and  to  converse  with  a  friend 
barefaced." 
The  Templar  half-smiled. 

"There  are  light-coloured  masks,"  he  said,  "aa 
well  as  dark  visors,  and  the  one  conceals  the  natural 
features  as  completely  as  the  other." 

"  Be  it  so,"  saki  the  Marquis,  putting  his  hand  to  his 
chin,  and  withdrawing  it  with  the  action  of  one  who 
unmasks  himseif;  "  inerc  lies  my  disguisa  And  now, 
what  think  you,  as  touching  the  interests  of  your  own 
Order,  of  the  prospects  of  this  Crusade?" 

"This  is  tearing  the  veil  from  my  thoughts  rather 
than  exposing  your  own,"  said  the  Grand  Master; 
"vet  I  will  reply  with  a  parable  told  to  me  by  n  santon 
of  the  desert.—  A  certain  farmer  prayed  10  Heaven 
for  rain^  and  murmured  when  it  fell  not  at  his  need. 
To  punish  his  impatience.  Allah,'  said  the  santon, 
*sevt  the  Ruj>hrates  upon  nis  farm,  and  he  was  de- 
stn)yed  with  all  his  possessions,  even  by  the  granting 
of  his  own  wishes.' 

"  Most  truly  spoken,"  said  tho  Marquis  Conrade  t 
"  would  that  the  ocean  had  swallowed  up  nineteen 
parts  of  the  armaments  of  these  western  princes! 
what  remained  would  better  have  served  the  purpose 
of  the  Christian  nobles  of  Palestine,  the  wretched 
n^nnant  of  the  Latin  Kingdom  of  Jerusalem.  Left 
Jo  ourselves,  we  might  have  bent  to  the  storm,  or 
moderately  supported  with  money  and  troops,  we 
might  have  compelled  Saladin  to  respect  our  valour, 
a  nd  gran  t  us  peace  and  protection  on  easy  terms.  But, 
from  the  extremity  of  danger  with  which  this  power- 
ful Cnisade  threatens  the  Soldan,  we  cannot  suppose, 
should.ii  pass  over,  that  the  Saracen  will  sufter  anyone 
of  us  to  hold  posscs-Mions  or  principalitiea  in  Syria,  far 
lf»s  permit  the  existence  of  the  Christian  military 
fraternitiett,  from  whom  they  have  experienced  so 
much  mischief." 

"Ay,  but,"  said  the  Templar,  "these  adventurous 
Crusaders  may  succeed,  and  again  plant  the  Cross  on 
the  bulwarks  of  Zion." 

"And  what  will  that  advantage  either  (he  Order 
of  the  Templars,  or  Conrade  of  Montserrat  1"  sakl  the 
Miirquis. 

'*  V  ou  it  may  advantage,"  replied  the  Grand  Master. 
"  Conrade  of  Montserrat  might  become  Conrade  King 
of  Jerusalem." 

"That  sounds  like  something,"  said  the  Marnnis, 
"  and  yet  it  rings  but  hollow.— Godfrej'  of  Bouillon 
might  well  choose  the  crown  of  thorns  for  his  emblem. 
Grand  Master,  I  will  confess  to  you  I  have  caught 
some  attachment  to  the  Eastern  form  of  government: 
A  pure  and  simple  monarchy  should  consist  but  of 
King  and  subjects.  Such  is  the  simple  and  primitive 
stnieture— a  shepherd  and  his  flock.  AH  this  internal 
chain  of  feudal  dependence  is  artificial  and  sophisti- 
cated, and  I  would  rather  hold  thebatoon  of  my  poor 
marquisttte  with  a  firm  gripe,  and  wiekl  it  after  mf 
ploneun*.  than  the  sceptre  of  a  monarch,  to  be  in 
eflect  restrained  and  embed  by  the  will  of^  aa  many 
proud  ieudal  barons  as  hold  land  under  the  Aiaoo  9 
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JeniBalem.*  A  King  should  trend  freely,  Grand 
MaattT,  and  should  nut  he  controlled  by  here  a  ditch, 
and  there  a  fence— ;h ere  a  feudal  privile^n,  and  there  a 
mail-clad  baron,  with  his  sword  in  his  hand  to  main- 
tain it.  To  sum  the  whole,  I  am  aw.ire  that  Guy  de 
Lusi^nnnV  claims  to  the  throne  would  be  preferred  to 
mine,  if  Richard  recovers,  and  has  au^ht  to  say  in 
the  choice." 

"Enou!?h,"  said  the  Grand  Master ;  4' thou  hast 
indeed  convinced  nie  of  thy  sincerity.  Others  may 
hold  the  same  opinions,  but  few.  save  Conrade  uf 
Montserrut,  dared  frankly  avow  that  he  desiri'S  not 
the  restitution  of  the  kin^orn  of  Jerusalem,  but  rather 
prefers  beini^  master  of  a  portion  of  its  fragments, 
like  the  barbarous  iahindcTs,  who  labour  not  for  the 
deliverance  of  a  f?oodly  vessel  from  the  billows,  ex- 
pecting rather  to  enrich  themselves  at  the  expense  of 
the  wreck." 

"Thou  wilt  not  betray  my  counsel  ?"  said  Conrade, 
looking  sharply  and  susoiciously.  "  Know,  for  cer- 
tain, that  my  tonj?ue  shall  never  wrong  my  head,  nor 
my  hand  forsake  the  defence  of  either.  Impeach  me 
if  thou  will— I  am  prepared  to  defend  myst^lf  in  the 
lists  against  the  best  Templar  who  ever  laid  lance  in 
rest." 

"Yet  thou  start'st  somr^what  suddenly  for  so  bold 
a  steed,"  said  the  ( Jrand  Master.  "  However^  I  swear 
to  thee  by  thi;  HolyTempk\  which  our  Order  is  sworn 
to  dAfend,  that  1  will  keep  counsel  with  thee  as  a  true 
comrndi'." 

"  By  which  Temple  T'  said  the  Marquis  of  Mont- 
serrat.  whose  love  of  sarcasm  often  outran  his  pulicv 
and  (liscreiion:  ''swearest  thou  b^  that  on  the  hill 
of  Zion,  whicli  was  built  by  King  Solomon,  or 
by  that  symbolical,  emblem  a  llical  edifice,  which  is 
said  to  be  spoken  of  in  the  counsels  held  in  the 
vaults  of  your  Preceptories,  as  something  which 
infers  the  aggrandizement  of  thy  valiant  and  venera- 
ble Order?" 

Tho  Templar  scowled  upon  him  with  an  eye  of 
death,  but  answered  calmly,  *'  By  whatever  temple  I 
swear,  be  assured.  Lord  Muniuis.  my  oath  is  sacred. 
I  would  I  knew  now  to  bind  Uiee  by  one  of  equal 
obliiration." 

"I  will  swear  truth  to  thee,"  said  the  Marquis, 
laughins^  "  by  the  Earl's  coronet,  which  I  hope  to  con- 
vert, ere  these  wars  are  over,  into  eomething  better. 
It  feels  cold  on  my  brow,  that  same  sli^fht  coronal;  a 
duke's  cup  of  maintenance  were  a  better  protection 
ni^ainHt  such  a  night-bn^eze  as  now  blows,  ainl  a 
king's  crown  more  preferable  still,  being  lined  with 
comfortable  ermine  and  velvet.  In  a  word,  our  inte- 
rests bind  us  to^^ether;  for  think  not,  Lord  Grand 
Master,  that,  were  these  allied  Princes  to  regain  Jeru- 
salem, and  plane  a  king  of  their  own  choosing  there, 
they  would  suffer  your  Order,  any  more  than  my  po<)r 
marquisate,  to  retain  the  independence  which  we  now 
hold.  No,  by  Our  Lady !  In  .such  case,  the  proud 
Knights  of  Saint  John  must  again  spread  plasters, 
and  dress  plaj;ue- sores,  in  the  hospitals:  and  you, 
most  piiissfint  and  venerable  Knights  of  tnc  Temple, 
must  return  to  your  condition  of  simple  men-at-arms, 
b1^»P  three  on  a  pallet,  and  mount  two  upon  one  horse, 
as  your  present  seal  still  expresse*  to  have  been  your 
ancient  most  simple  custom." 

"The  rank,  privileges,  and  opulence  of  our  Order 
prevent  so  much  degradation  as  you  threaten,"  said 
the  Templar,  haughtily. 

"These  are  your  bane,"  said  Conrade  of  Montscrrat ; 
"  and  you,  as  well  as  I,  reverend  Grand  Master,  know, 
that,  were  the  allieii  Princes  to  be  successful  in  Pales- 
tine, it  would  be  their  first  point  of  policy  to  abate  the 
indept^ndencc  of  your  Order,  which,  but  for  the  protec- 
tion of  our  holy  father  the  Poi>e,  and  the  necessity  of 
employing  your  valour  in  the  conquest  of  Palestine, 
you  would  long  since  have  experienced.  Give  them 
ci>niplete  success,  and  you  will  be  flung  aside,  as  the 

*  The  AMi»8  de  Jenualem  wen*  th«  diire«t  nf  reudai  lnw, 
noni|>t»«i1  by  iittdfrns  of  BouliinH,  fur  tiie  (ov«>riiincnt  of  the 
!*•;.•  kinnluin  of  Palfiitine,  when  rwon-juornil  from  Uie  Ham- 
(VIM.  "  l(  wn4  roiniM>i(i>d  with  Bdnne  of  ihe  pmriarrh  and 
ImnmA.  (Iir  c\er  •y  and  iailr, '  and  w,  nay^  \\w  tii«tiirian  UibhiNi. 
'a  prpriniu  mumiinvnt  ni  foudatury  juriBpruJenne,  fuunded 
rtpfin  thuM!  priuci'X  yt.  J  frt-edum  wUicii  were  eaieaual  to  ttie 


Splinters  of  a  broken  kince  are  tossed  out  of  the  tiii- 
yard." 

"Tlicro  maybe  truth  in  what  you  say,  nki  the 
Templar,  darkly  smiling ;  "  but  what  were  our  him 
sliould  the  allies  withdraw  their  forces,  and  leave  Fi- 
lestine  in  the  grasp  of  Saladin  T 

"Great  and  assured,"  replied  Conrade ;  "the Sol- 
dan  would  give  large  provinces  to  maintain  at  his  be- 
hest a  body  of  well-appointed  Prankish  lances.  Id 
Egypt,  in  Persia,  a  hundred  such  auxiliarieatjuinod 
to  his  own  liglucavalry^ould  turn  the  battle  asainii 
the  most  fearfid  odds^  This  dependence  would  be  bat 
for  a  time— perhaps  during  the  life  of  this  enterprising 
.Soldan— but,  in  the  East,  empires  arise  like  musb* 
rooms.  Suppose  him  dead,  and  us  strengthened  with 
a  constant  succession  of  fiery  and  adventurous  spirits 
from  Europe,  what  might  we  not  hope  to  achieve.  a» 
controlUd  by  these  monarchs,  whose  dignity  throvi 
us  at  present  into  the  shade — and,  wen*  they  to  remain 
here,  and  succeed  in  this  expedition,  would  willinfdr 
consign  us  for  ever  to  degradation  and  dependenoef 

"  \  ou  say  well,  my  Lord  Marquis,"  said  the  Grand 


Master ;  "  and  your  words  find  an  echo  in  my  \ 
Vet  must  we  be  cautious;  Philip  of  France  is  wimu 
well  as  valiant." 

"True,  and  will  be  therefore  the  more  easily  d.** 
verted  from  an  expedition,  to  which,  in  a  moment  ol 
enthusiasm,  or  urged  by  his  nobles,  he  rashly  bound 
himself.  He  is  jealous  of  King  Richanl,  his  na:uiil 
enemy,  and  longs  to  return  to  prosecute  plans  of  am* 
bition  nearer  to  Paris  than  Palestine.  Any  fair  pre- 
tence will  serve  him  for  withdrawing  from  a  scene,  io 
which  he  is  aware  he  is  wasting  the  force  of  hiskinj^ 
dom." 

"  And  the  Duke  of  Austria  V*  said  the  Templar. 

"Oh,  touchins  the  Duke,"  rctumc^l  Conrade,  "'hii 
self-conceit  and^foUy  lead  him  to  the  same  ooockh 
sipns  as  do  Philip's  policy  and  wisdom.  He  conodva 
himself,  God  help  the  while,  ungratefully  treated,  be- 
cause men's  mouths,— even  those  of  his  own  minm- 
it(narers.*—RTe  tilled  with  the  praises  of  King  Richaid 
whom  he  feurs  and  hates,  and  in  wlioae  harm  be 
would  rejoice,  like  those  unbred  dastardly  curs,  who^ 
if  the  fort'most  of  the  pack  is  hurt  by  the  gripe  of  ibt 
wolf^  are  much  more  hkely  to  assail  the  sufferer  (ran 
behind,  than  to  come  to  his  assistance.— But  wbei»> 
fore  tell  I  this  to  thee,  save  to  show  that  I  am  in  as- 
cerity  in  desiring  that  this  league  be  broken  up,  aad 
the  country  freed  of  these  great  monarchs  with  (bar 
hosts?  and  thou  well  knowest,  and  hast  ihyselftMOi 
how  all  the  princes  of  influence  and  power,  one  aluoe 
excepted,  are  eager  to  enter  into  treaty  with  the  Sol- 
dan." 

"I  acknowledge  it,"  said  the  Templar;  "heww 
blind  that  had  not  seen  this  in  their  last  deliberatiou 
But  lift  yet  thy  mask  an  inch  higher,  and  tell  me  ihl 
real  reason  for  pressing  upon  the  Council  that  North- 
ern Englishman,  or  Scot,  or  whatever  you  call  foa* 
der  Knight  of  the  Leopard,  lo  carry  their  propiw 
for  a  treaty  ?" 

"  There  was  a  policy  in  it,"  replied  the  Italian;  "bis 
character  of  native  of  Britain  was  suiTicient  to  mtd 
what  Saladin  required,  wlio  knew  him  to  bckiog  lo 
the  bnnd  of  Richard,  while  his  character  of  Scot,  and 
certain  other  personal  grudges  which  I  wot  oC  lo- 
dered  it  most  unlikely  tnat  our  envoy  shoukJ,  on  bi 
return,  hold  any  communication  with  the  sick-bed  of 
Richard,  to  whom  his  presence  was  ever  unaoorpt- 
able." 

"Oh,  too  fine-spun  policy,"  said  the  Grand Masttr: 
"trust  me,  that  Italian  spiders'  webs  will  never  bind 
this  unshorn  Sampson  of^the  Isle— well  if  you  caoib 
it  with  new  cords,  and  those  of  the  toughest  See  voB 
not  that  theenvoy  whom  you  have  selected  so  canrfiillri 
hath  brought  us,  in  this  phvsician,  the  means  ufis* 
storing  the  lion-hearted,  bull-necked  Englishman,  to 

Rrosocutc  his  Crusading  enterprise;  and,'  so  soon  i» 
e  is  able  once  niort;  to  rush  on,  which  of  the  prism 
daru  hold  back?— They  must  follow  him  for  mjr 
shame,  although  they  would  march  under  the  btostf 
of  Satan  asaaon." 
"  Be  content,"  said  Conrade  of  Montserral ;  **€» 

♦  Tho 
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cian,  if  he  work  bv  anr  thing  ihort  of  mira- 
ency,  con  acc<»inpfijih  Richnrrl'a  cwre,^  it  may 
le  to  iHit  poiiie  open  rupture  betwixt  the 
an,  nt  least  thn  Austrian,  and  hJH  allies  of 

TO  that  the  brtnrh  ph. -ill  be  irriironrilahle ; 
ord  may  arise;  from  his  b»Mj,  jiorhaps  to  com- 
lown  native  troops,  but  nevrr  again,  by  his 
5>',  to  wield  the  forrx?  of  the  whole  Crusade." 

art  a  willing  archer,"  paid  the  Templar; 
nrade  of  Montserrnt,  thy  bow  is  over  alack 
in  arrow  to  the  mark." 
n  stopt  short,  cast  a  suspicious  glance  to  see 
►ne  overh«;ard  him,  and  takm^  Conrade  by 
,  pressed  it  eagr-rly  as  he  looked  the  Italian 
cc,  and  repeated  slowly,— "  Richard  arise 
bed,  say'st  thou  7— Conrade,  he  must  never 

[arouis  of  Montserrat  started—'*  What  I— 
I  of  Richard  of  England— of  CcEurde  Lion— 
pion  of  Cliristendom  7" 
3ek  turned  pale,  and  his  knees  trembled  as 
The  Ti;mplar  looke«l  at  him,  with  his  iron 
niortrd  into  a  smile  of  ccmtompt. 
^'st  th^u  what  thou  look'st  like,  Sir  Conrade, 
wment?  Not  like  the  iwlilic  and  valiant 
>f  Montserrat— not  like  nini  who  would  di- 
^unril  of  Princes,  and  determine  the  fate  of 
but  like  a  novice,  who.  stumbling  u|)on  a 
)n  in  his  master's  book  of  gramar>'e,  has 
!  devil  when  he  least  thought  of  it,  and  now 
;rrified  at  the  spirit  which  appears  before 

nt  you,"  said  Conrade,  recovering  himself 
ess  some  other  sure  road  could  be  di8<'overea 
St  hinted  at  that  which  leads  most  direct  to 
>se.  But,  blessed  Mary!  we  shall  become 
of  all  Europ*-,  the  malediction  of  every  one. 
Pope  on  his  thmne  to  the  very  beggar  at  the 
utc,  who,  ragged  and  leprous,  in  the  last  ex- 
r  human  .vretcbedness,  shall  bU'Ss  himself 
is  neither  Gilea  Amaury,  nor  Conrade  of 
at." 

m  takest  it  thus,"  said  the  Grand  Master. 
*ame  composure  which  characterized  hiini  all 
:his  remarkable  dialogue,  "let  us  hold  there 
ng  passed  l)etween  us— that  we  have  spoken 
»p— have  awakened,  and  the  vision  is  gone." 
rer  <;an  depart,"  answered  Conrade. 
IS  of  ducal  crowns  and  kingly  diadems  are, 
imewhat  tenacious  of  t hi  ir  place  in  the  ima- 
'  licplitd  the  Grand  Master. 
'  answenil  Conrade,  "  I'.  I  me  but  first  try  to 
ce  bi'tween  Austna  and  England." 
irterJ.—( 'onrade  remained  standing  still  irpon 
ind  watchiiii;  the  Howing  white  cloak  ol  the 
as  he  stalkftl  slowly  away,  and  gradually 
itl  amid   the  fust-si  iking  darkness  of  the 
light,    l^rouii,  ambitious,  unscnipulous,  and 
e  Martiuis  of  Montserrat  was  yet  not  chk'I 
•.    Hr  was  a  vohiptuary  and  an  epiiMirvan, 
Tiany  who  profi  ss  this  chanieter,  was  averse, 
I  si'Ifish  mi>tives.  from  intlietini;  pain,  or  wit- 
cis  of  cruelty ;  and  he  rciained  also  a  general  [ 
res|)ect  for  his  own  reputation,  which  some- 
pIiL*8  the  want  of  the  l)etter  principle  by  which 
1  is  to  be  maintained. 

e,"  he  said,  as  his  eyes  still  watched  the 
ihieh  he  had  seen  the  last  slight  wavi  of  the 
a  mantle,—'*  I  have,  in  tnith,  nii^tjd  the  devil 
.'ngeaiiee!  Who  would  have  thoiifht  this 
ptic  Grand  Mnstt-r,  whos4>  whole  fortune  and 
le  is  merged  in  that  of  his  Order,  would  he 
}  do  more  for  its  advanr'ement.  than  I  who 
r  my  own  inten-st  7  To  check  inis  wiUl  Cru- 
niy  motivf.  indeed,  hut  I  durst  not  think  on 
nuMJe  which  this  determined  priest  has  dared 
si— yet  it  is  the  surest— perhaps  even  the 

were  the  Marquis's  mi*ditations.  when  his 
soliloquy  was  broken  hy  a  voice  rn>m  a  little  I 
which  prorlaiined  with  the  emphatic  tone  of 
— "Reinemhur  the  Holy  Stpulchref 
horlatiun  was  echoed  from  post  to  post,  fijr 
e  duiv  of  tha  WQlinela  to  niae  ibis  cry  ftom 


time  to  thneiipon  their  penodical  watch,  that  thehoat 
of  the  Cruaad'jrs  might  always  have  in  their  remem- 
brance the  pur()Ose  ot  their  being  in  arms.  But  though 
Conrade  was  tamiiiar  with  the  custom,  and  had  heard 
tlie  warning  voice  on  all  former  occasions  aa  a  matter 
of  habit ;  yet  it  came  at  the  present  moment  so  strong- 
Iv  in  contact  with  his  own  train  of  thought,  that  it 
sAmcd  a  voice  from  Heaven  warning  bim  against 
the  iniquity  which  his  heart  meditated.  He  lookeo 
around  anxiously,  as  if,  like  the  patriarch  of  old, 
though  from  very  different  circnmstancea,  he  was  ex- 
pecting some  ram  caught  in  a  thicket— some  substi 
tution  for  the  sacrifice,  which  his  comrade  proposed 
to  ofler,  not  to  the  Supreme  Being,  but  to  the  Moloch 
of  their  own  ambition.  As  he  looked,  the  broad  folds 
of  the  ensign  of  England,  heavilv  distending  itself  to 
the  failing  night-breeze,  caught  nis  eye.  It  waa  dis- 
played upon  an  artificial  mound,  nearly  in  the  midat 
of  the  camp,  which  perhaps  of  old  some  Hebrew  chief 
or  champion  had  chosen  aa  a  memorial  of  his  placeof 
rest.  If  so.  the  name  was  now  forgotten,  ond  the 
Cmsaders  had  christened  it  Saint  George's  Mount, 
because  from  that  commanding  height  the  banner  of 
England  was  supereminently  displayed,  as  if  sn  em- 
blem of  sovereignty  over  the  many  distinsruished,  no- 
ble, and  even  royal  ensigns,  which  floated  in  lower 
situations. 

A  quick  intellect  like  that  of  Conrade  catches  ideas 
from  the  glance  of  a  moment.  A  single  look  on  the 
standard  seemed  to  dispel  the  uncertainty  of  mind 
which  had  affected  him.  He  walked  to  his  pavilion 
with  the  hasty  and  determined  step  of  one  who  has 
adopted  a  plan  which  he  is  resolved  to  achieve,  dis- 
missed the  almost  princely  train  who  waited  to  attend 
him,  and,  as  he  committed  himself  to  his  couch, 
muttered  his  amended  resolution,  that  the  milder 
means  arc  to  be  tried  before  the  more  desperate  are 
resorted  to. 

"To-morrow,"  he  said,  "I  sit  at  the  board  of  the 
Archduke  of  Austrio— we  will  see  what  can  be  done 
to  advance  our  purTM)se,  before  prosecuting  the  dark 
suggcsiions  of  this  Templar." 


CHAPTER  XL 

Ono  tliinir  t«  certain  in  our  Northern  ImhI 
Allow  that  birUi,  or  valour,  wealth,  or  wit, 
GivK  enrh  pr<tredenc«  to  titeir  |KMweMor, 
r.nvy,  that  Tullow*  on  rach  eminenee, 
AMComM  the  lime-hinind  on  the  roetmok's  tract, 
Bliall  pull  Uiem  down  each  one. 

8iB  David  Lindsay. 

Leopold.  Grand  Duke  of  Austria,  was  the  first  pos- 
sessor of  that  noble  country  to  whom  the  princely 
rank  belonged.  He  had  been  raised  to  the  ducal 
sway  in  the  German  empire,  on  account  of  his  near 
relationship  to  the  Emperor,  Henr)*  the  Stem,  and 
held  under  his  govennnent  the  finest  provinces  which 
are  watered  hy  the  Danube.  His  character  hos  been 
stained  in  history,  on  account  of  one  action  of  violence 
and  perfidy,  which  arose  out  of  these  very  transac- 
tions in  the  Holy  Land ;  and  yet  the  bhamcof  having 
made  Richard  a  prir-oner,  when  he  retumi>d  through 
his  domillion^  unattended,  and  in  disguise.,  waa  not 
one  which  Ho  wed  from  Leopold's  nstural  disposilbn. 
He  was  rather  a  weak  and  a  vain,  than  an  ambitious 
or  tyrannical  prince.  His  mental  powers  resembled 
the  nualities  of  his  person.  He  was  tall,  strong,  and 
handiiome,  with  a  complexion  in  which  red  and  white 
was  strongly  contrasted,  and  had  long  flowing  locks  of 
fair  hair,  nut  there  was  an  awkwardness  in  hi^gait, 
which  wrmed  as  if  his  size  was  not  animated  bjr 
energy  sufficient  to  put  in  motion  such  a  mass;  and 
in  the  some  manner,  wearing  the  richest  dresses,  it 
always  seemed  as  if  they  became  him,  not.  As  a 
prince,  he  appeared  too  little  familiar  with  his  own 
dignity^  and  Deim:  often  at  a  loss  how  to  assert  his 
authority  whi*n  the  occarion  demanded  it,  he  fte- 
quently  thouo^ht  himself  obliged  to  recover,  by  acts 
and  expressions  of  ill-timed  violence,  the  ground 
which  might  have  bei>n  easily  and  gracefully  main- 
tained by  a  little  more  presence  of  nrmid  in  the  begin* 
ninaof  the  controversy. 

Not  only  were  these  deficiencies  Tinbla  to  otbrii. 
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but  the  Archduke  himwlf  could  not  hut  sometimes 
entertain  a  painful  conscionHneM  that  he  was  not  . 
altogether  lit  to  inaintnin  nnd  Bsw>rt  the  hiu;h  rank  i 
which  he  had  acquin^d ;  and  to  thin  was  vnitn^i  the 
stroni;,  and  sometimes  the  just  suspicion,  tliat  others 
esteemed  himlighiljr  acconlin&rly. 

When  he  ftrA  joined  the  Ousade,  ,with  a  most 
princely  attendance,  L(H>pi>ld  had  dn<ire<i  much'to 
enjov  the  friendship  and  intimacy  of  Richnrd,  and  had 
made  Buch  advances  towards  cuhivatiiit;  his  r^^rd, 
as  the  KinK  of  Kne^land  ou^hi,  in  ixjliry,  to  have  re- 
ceived and  answered.  But  the  Arcndiikts  tliough  not 
deficient  in  hravcry,  was  so  infinitely  inferior  toCcBur 
dc  Lion  in  that  ardour  of  mind  which  w^iocfl  danger 
as  a  hride,  that  the  Kin;{  very  K><7n  held  him  in  a  cer- 
tain dcv^rco  of  coniv'inpt.  Richard,  also,  as  a  Nor- 
man Princj*,  a  pconic  with  whom  temperance  was 
hubitunl.  de«*pised  the  inchnation  of  th<i  German  for 
the  pleasures  of  ihu  table,  and  pnriiculnrly  his  liberal 
indul};Hn(!e  in  the  ose  of  wine.  For  these,  and  other 
personal  reasons,  the  Kin;^  of  Kn^lnnd  very  soon 
looked  upon  the  Austrian  Prmce  wiiri  f<*clini<s  of  con- 
tempt, which  he  was  at  no  paTintf  to  conceal  or  modify, 
and  which,  therefore,  were  speedily  remarked,  and  re- 
turned with  d<«p  hatrtrd,  by  the  snspi<'ious  Tjcoi^old. 
The  discord  bctw^n  them  was  fnmied  hy  the  secret 
and  politic  arts  of  Philip  of  Prance,  one  "of  the  most 
8a9;aciou8  mtinarchs  of  the  time,  who,  dreading  the 
fiery  and  ovorboarins  character  of  Richard,  wmsider- 
ing  him  as  his  natural  rival,  and  fcelin;r  offended, 
moreover,  at  the  dictatorial  manner  in  which  he,  a 
vassal  of  Prance  for  his  continental  domains,  con- 
ducted himself  towards  his  liei^e  lord,  endeavoun'd  to 
strengthen  his  own  party,  and  veakvn  that  of  Richard, 
by  unuing  the  Crusading  princes  of  inferior  deuree,  in 
resistance  to  what  he  termed  the  usurping  authority 
of  the  King  of  Kngland.  Such  wns  the  state  of 
politics  and  opmions  entertained  by  the  Archduke  of 
Austria^  when  Conrnde  of  Montserrut  resolvtxl  upon 
employmt;  his  jealousy  of  F.ngland  as  the  means  of 
dissolving,  or  loosening  at  least,  the  league  of  the 
Crusaders. 

The  time  which  he  chose  for  his  visit  wns  noon, 
ond  the  prcli.nc^o,  to  present  the  Archduke  with  some 
choice  Cynriis  wine  which  had  lately  fallen  into  his 
hands,  and  discuss  its  comparative  merits  with  those 
of  Hungar>'  and  of  the  Rhine.  An  intimation  of  his 
purpose  wns  of  course  answered  by  a  courteous  invita- 
tion to  partake  of  the  Archducal  meal,  and  every  effort 
was  used  to  render  it  fitting  the  sjdendour  of  a  sove- 
reii^n  prince.  Vet,  the  r?finefl  tastiM>f  the  Italian  saw 
morccumhmus  profusion,  than  elegance  or  splendour, 
in  the  dis{)luy  of  provisions  under  which  the  board 
gronnud. 

The  Germans,  ihouarli  still  possrissing  the  mariiil 
and  frank  character  of  their  ancestors,  who  sulxiued 
the  Romnn  empire,  had  retained  widial  no  slight 
titigcof  their  barbarism.  Tlie  practices  and  principles 
of  chivnliy  were  not  carried  to  such  a  nine  pitch 
amongst  tlieni,  as  amongst  the  French  and  English 
knights,  nor  were  they  strict  observers  of  the  pre- 
scribed rules  of  society,  which  among  tho«e  nations 
-were  supposed  to  express  the  height  of  civilization. 
Sitting  at  the  table  of  the  Archduke,  Conrade  was  at 
once  stunned  and  amused,  with  the  clang  of  Teutonic 
sounds  assaulting  his  ears  on  all  sides,  notwithstand- 
ing the  solemnity  of  a  princely  banquet.  Their  dress 
seemed  equally  fantastie  to  him,  many  of  the  Austrian 
nobles  retaining  iheir  long  benrds,  and  almost  all  of 
them  wearing  short  jerkins  of  various  colours,  cut, 
and  flourished,  and  fnnged,  in  a  niannernot common 
m  VVesUirn  Europe. 

Numbers  of  dependents,  old  and  voung,  attended 
in  the  pavilion,  mingled  at  tim^s  in  the  conversation, 
received  from  their  masters  the  n»lics  of  the.enteriain- 
mcnt,  and  devoured  them  as  they  stood  behind  the 
ba<:ks  of  the  company.  Jesters,  dwarfs,  and  min- 
litrcls,  were  thi^re  in  unusual  numbers,  and  more  noisy 
and  intnisive  than  they  were  permittfnl  to  be  in  better 
legidated  society.  As  they  were  allowetl  to  share 
treel)  in  the  wine,  which  flowed  round  in  largo  quan- 
tities their  licensed  tumult  was  the  more  excessive. 

All  this  while,  and  in  :he  midst  of  a  clamour  and 
tauiiuioDt  which  would  better  have  becoiuc  a  (xerinaa 


tavern  during  a  fair,  than  the  tent  of  a  aoTerMHB 
prince,  the  Archduke  was  waited  upon  with  a  minoiS' 
ness  of  form  and  observance^  which  showed  hov 
anxious  he  was  to  maintain  rigidly  thr  state  and  ebip 
racter  to  which  his  elevation  had  entitled  him.  Hs 
was  M'rved  on  the  knee,  and  onlv  by  pages  of  noUf 
blood,  fed  upon  plate  of  silver,  and  drank  bisTokayiBil 
Rhenish  wines  from  a  cup  of  gold.  His  ducal  mantk 
WAS  splendidly  adr)med  with  ermine,  hia  coruoet 
might  have  etiualled  in  value  a  royal  crown,  and  hk 
feet,  cased  in  velvet  shoes,  (the  length  of  whiek, 
peaks  include<l,  might  be  two  foet,> rested  upon  afoot- 
stool  of  solid  stiver.  Hut  it  served  partly  to  iniimiis 
the  character  of  the  man,  that,  althougih  dcwrouili) 
show  attention  to  the  Marquis  of  Montserrat.  when 
he  had  conrtf>ously  placed  at  his  riglit  hand,  he  gave 
much  mon.'  of  his  attention  to  his  gpruch-fprtdurt 
that  is,  his  man  of  conversation,  or  saycr  iifmyiMgt^ 
who  stood  Itehind  the  Duke's  rij^ht  shoulder. 

Thi.4  personage  v/as  wdl  atiired,  in  a  cloak  ind 
doublet  of  black  velvet,  the  last  of  whicli  was  dee»- 
rated  with  various  silver  and  gold  cuinst  stiteM 
up<in  it,  in  memory  of  the  munificent  princes  «k» 
had  conferred  them,  ami  bearing  a  ahort  staff!  to 
which  also  bunclk's  of  silver  coins  were  attached  bf 
rings,  which  he  jingled  by  way  of  attracting  atloi- 
tion,  when  he  was  about  to  say  any  thing  which  bt 
judged  worthy  of  it.  This  person's  capacity  in  ike 
household  of  the  Archduke,  was  eomewhat  betwiit 
that  of  a  minstrel  and  a  counsellor ;  he  was  by  com 
a  flatterer,  a  poet,  and  an  orator;  and  those  who^ 
sired  to  Ih*  well  with  the  Duke,  generally  studied  to 
gain  the  goofi-will  of  the  spruch-nprechtr. 

Lest  trM>  much  of  this  officer's  wisdom  shoukil^ 
come  tiR>9ome,  the  Duke's  other  shoulder  wasocei- 
pied  by  his  hof-narr.  or  court  jeater,  called  Juau 
Schwanker,  wno  made  almost  as  much  noise  viA 
his  ford's  cap,  l>ells.  and  bauble,  as  did  the  oraior,« 
man  of  talk,  with  nis  jingling  batoon. 

These  two  personages  threw  out  grave  and  ooae 
nonsense  alternately,  while  the  master,  laughitu;  ar 
applauding  them  himself,  yet  carefully  watched  ii 
countenancH  of  his  noble  gtiest,  to  discern  whatia- 
pressions  so  accomplished  a  cavalier  received  ftw 
this  display  of  Austrian  eloquence  and  wit.  Itii 
hard  to  say  whether  the  man  of  wisdom  or  themp 
of  folly  contributed  most  to  the  amusement  of  tk 
party,  or  stood  highest  in  the  estimation  of  ttvir 
princely  master :  but  the  sallies  of  both  seemed  excel* 
lently  well  received.  Sometimes  thevbtvamenvili 
for  the  conversation,  and  clanged  tneir  flappers  ■ 
emulation  of  each  other,  with  a  most  alarming  con- 
tention ;  but,  iu  ginenil,  they  seemed  on  such  flooil 
terms,  and  so  acciistoniGd  to  support  each  otM'i 
play,  that  the  spnirfi'Sin-fcfier  ofU»n  condescended  IC 
follow  up  the  jesters  witticisms  with  an  explanaiioiv 
to  render  them  more  obvious  to  the  capacity  of  the 
audience ;  so  that  his  wisdom  became  a  sort  of  eoqi- 
meniary  on  the  buffoou's  folly.  And  aomerime%  in 
requital,  the  hojf-nurr,  with  a  pithy  jest,  wound  19 
the  ronclusion  of  the  orator's  tedious  hamngue. 

Whatever  his  real  sentiments  might  t>e«  Conradi 
took  especial  care  that  his  countenamx;  shouM  ex- 
press nothing  but  satisfaction  with  what  he  hcari 
and  smiled  or  applauded  as  zealously,  to  all  appev- 
ancc,  as  the  Archduke  himself,  at  the  solemn  folly  ci 
the  tpruch'ttprerkcr,  and  the  gibbering  wit  of  thi 
fool.  In  fact,  he  watched  carefully  until  the  one  m 
other  should  intniduce  some  tof>ic^  favourable  to  Ih 
purpose  which  was  uppi'rmost  in  his  rnind. 

It  was  not  long  ere  the  King  of  Kngland  wai 
brought  on  the  carpet  by  the  jester,  wtio  had  bcai 
accustomiii  to  consider  Dickon  of  the  Broom  (whiti 
irreverent  epithet  he  stibstitutod  for  Richord  PlaiM 
cenet)  as  a  subject  of  mirth,  acceptable  and  iaex- 
haustihle.  The  orator,  indeed,  was  silwiii  and  it  vat 
onlv  when  applied  to  by  Conrade,  that  he  ohserped 
"The  ecnhtii,  or  bniom-idant,  was  an  emblem  « 
humility;  and  it  would  bo  well  when  those  whowoR 
it  wiMiltl  remember  the  warning." 

The  allusion  to  the  illustrious  ba>1geof  Plantageiiei 
was  thus  rendered  sutficientty  manifest,  and  JoMi 
Schwanker  observed,  that  they  who  humbled  l' 
bqIvw  had  beea  exalted  with  a  vepgaaiwe. 


OiAF.  XL] 


IHE  TAUSHAN. 


**  Honour  unto  whom  honour  is  due,"  answered  i 
the  Mfiniuis  of  Montaerrat ;  "  we  have  all  had  K>nie  ; 
part  in  these  marches  ory  battles,  and  methinks 
other  princes  midit  share  a  nttle  in  the  renown  which 
Richara  of  Elnjiriand  enarosaes  amon^t  minstrels 
and  minnc'sinffers.  Has  no  one  of  tlic  Joyeuse 
acience  here  present  a  song  in  praise  of  the  royal 
Archduke  of  Austria,  our  pnncely  entertainer?" 

Three  minstrels  emulously  stepped  forword  with 
voice  and  harp.  Two  wore  silenced  with  difficulty 
by  the  9pruch-«jnrerher^  who  seemed  to  act  as  master 
«  the  revels,  and  a  hearing  was  at  length  procured 
for  the  poet  preferred,  who  punp,  m  high  German, 
ttanxas  which  may  be  thus  iranHlated  .*— 

What  bnvA  rhier  ihall  h«a<l  flu*  fomet. 
Where  tlie  r«d-croi>f  leiri«MM  raUier  I 

Beflt  or  linrtiufiMn,  b^nt  or  hone*. 
Higheci  head  and  faireit  feather. 

Here  the  orator,  jinghng  his  staff,  interrupted  the 
bard  Ip  intimate  to  the  party,  what  they  might  not 
Save  inferred  from  the  description,  that  their  royal 
host  was  the  party  indicated,  and  a  full  crowned 
■nhlet  wtnt  ronnd  to  the  acclamation— //oryi  Icbe  da- 
uerzQg  Leopold!  Another  stanza  followed. 

AkIc  nnt  AiMtria  «  hj,  midit  prinoet, 

8tiil  her  lianner  rites  hifliMt ; 
Afk  as  wwll  Uic  viroNf  winved  eagle. 

Why  to  Heavca  lie  soars  tlie  oif  Uest 

■'Tile  eagle,"  said  the  expounder  of  dark  sayings, 
"is  the  cognisance  of  our  noble  lord  the  Archcfiike— 
of  bis  royal  Grace,  I  would  siiy— and  the  eagle  tlies 
the  hishf'st  and  nearest  to  the  sun  of  all  the  feathered 
erraiirMfi." 

"The  lion  hath  taken  a  spring  above  the  eagle," 
said  Conrade,  carelewly. 

The  Archduke  reddened,  and  fixed  his  eyes  on  the 
speaker,  while  the  spnich-Hprerher  answered,  nfl<-r  a 
mimre's  consideration,  "The  Lord  Marquis  will  par- 
don nie — a  lion  cannot  fly  above  an  eagle,  because  no 
lion  hnih  got  wings.*' 

*'  Except  the  lion  of  Saint  Mark,"  responded  the 
jester. 

*'  That  is  the  Venetian's  banner,'*  said  the  Duke, 
"but  assuredly,  that  amphibious  race,  half  nobles, 
half  merrhaiitm  will  not  dare  to  place  their  rank  in 
eompiirison  with  ours  ?" 

**Nav,  it  WIS  not  of  the  Venetian  lion  that  I 
fpoke,  said  the  Margtiis  of  Montserral ;  '*  but  of  the 
tnr«?c  lions  i>as8nnt  of^  Kugland— formerly,  »'  »*  Paid. 
they  were  leopards,  but  now  they  are  beccmie  lions  at 
all  |>oints,  and  must  take  precedence  of  beast,  fish,  or 
fowl,  or  wo  worth  the  gainstnnder." 

"  Mean  you  seriously,  my  lord  7"  said  thn  Austrian, 
now  consiHiTahlyflushetl  with  wine;  "think  you  that 
Richard  of  F.ni<land  asserts  any  rnvetninence  over 
tiie  free  sovereigns  who  have  been  nis  voluntary  allies 
1X1  this  CrtL*iade  ?" 

"I  know  not  but  from  circumstances,"  answemd 
Conrade;  "yonder  hangs  his  banner  alone  in  the 
midst  of  our  camp,  as  if  he  were  king  and  general- 
issimo of  our  whole  Christian  army." 

"And  do  you  endure  this  so  patiently, and  speak  of 
it  so  coldly?"  said  the  Archduke. 

"Nay,  my  lord,"  answered  Conrade,  "it  cannot 
con<*(>ra  the  poor  Marrjuis  of  Montserrat  to  contend 
a;cain8t  an  injur>',  patiently  submitted  to  by  such 
potent  princes  as  Philip  of^  France  ond  Leopold  of 
Austria.  What  dishonour  you  are  pleased  to  submit 
10,  cannot  bi*  a  disgrace  to  me." 

lyopold  closed  his  fist,  and  struck  on  the  table  with 
violence. 

•'  I  have  told  Philip  of  this,"  he  said ;  "I  have  oftrn 
told  him  that  it  was  our  duty  to  protect  flie  inferior 
p^c.-s  against  the  usurpaiion  of  this  Islander— but 
he  answers  me  ever  with  cold  rcs{)ects  of  their  rela- 
tions together  as  sirzerain  and  vassal,  and  that  it 
wt  re  imjxilitic  in  him  to  make  an  open  breach  at  this 
time  nna  periinl." 

**The  world  knows  that  Philip  is  wise,"  said  Con- 
rade, "and  will  judge  his  submissitui  to  N*  policv.— 
Yours,  mv  lord,  you  can  yoursiflf  alone  account  for  ; 
but  I  doubt  not  you  have  deep  reasons  for  submitting 
lo  Engliph  domination." 

^/  submit  1"  said  htooold,  ndignsntly— *'j^  the 


Archduke  of  Austria,  so  important  and  vital  a  limb 
of  the  Holy  Roman  empire— /submit  myself  to  this 
King  of  half  an  island— thisgrandson  oif  a  Normau 
bastard  !~No,  by  Heaven !  The  camp,  and  all  Chris- 
tendom, shall  see  that  1  know  how  to  right  myself, 
and  whether,  I  yield  ground  one  inch  to  the  Eni^hsh 
bandog.— Up,  my  li^es  and  merry-men,  up  and  fol- 
low me !  We  will— and  that  without  losing  one  instant 
Elace  the  eagle  of  Austria,  where  she  snail  float  as 
itfh  as  ever  floated  the  cognizance  of  king  or  kaisar." 

With  that  he  started  from  his  seat,  and,  amidst  the 
tumuliuonscheeringof  his  guests  and  follou-ere,  mado 
for  the  door  of  the  pavi.'on,  and  seized  his  own  ban- 
ner, which  stood  niicheu  before  it. 

"  Nny,  mv  lord."  said  Conrade,  affecting  to  inter- 
fere, "it  will  blemish  vour  wisdom  to  make  an  aH'ray 
in  the  camp  at  this  Bour,  and  perhaps  it  is  better  to 
submit  to  the  usurpation  of  England  a  little  longer 
than  to" 

"Not  an  houi^-not  a  moment  lonj?er,"  Tociferated 
the  Duke ;  and,  with  the  banner  in  his  hand,  and  fol- 
lowed by  his  shouting  guests  and  attendants.  marcli«xl 
hastily  to  the  central  mount,  from  which  the  banner 
of  England  floated,  and  laid  his  hand  on  the  standard- 
spenr.  as  if  to  pluck  it  from  the  ground. 

"  My  master,  my  dear  master !"  said  Jonas 
Schwanker,  throwing  his  anus  about  the  Duke— 
"  lake  heed— lions  have  teeth" 

"  And  eades  have  cinws !"  said  the  Duke,  not  relin- 
quishing his  hold  on  the  banner^statf',  yet  hesitating 
to  pidl  it  from  the  ground. 

The  speaker  of  sentences,  notwithstanding  such 
was  his  occupation,  had  nevertheless  some  intervals 
of  sound  sense.  He  clashi<l  his  staff  loudly,  and 
Leopold,  as  if  by  habit,  turned  his  head  towards  bis 
mail  of  counsel. 

"The  eagle  is  king  among  the  fowls  of  the  air," 
said  the *prMr/i-j»prtff/ier,  "as  is  the  lion  omong  the 
beasts  of  tho  field— each  has  his  dominion,  separated 
as  wide  as  Englond  and  Gemiany— <lo,  thou,  noble 
eagle^  no  dishonour  to  the  princely  lion,  but  let  your 
banners  remain  floating  in  peace  side  by  side." 

Lt-opold  withdrew  his  hand  from  the  oanner-spear, 
and  looked  round  for  Conrade  of  Montserrat,  but  he 
saw  him  not ;  for  the  3Iarquis,  so  soon  as  he  saw  the 
mischief  afoot,  had  withdrawn  himself  from  the 
crowd,  taking  care,  in  the  first  place,  to  express  be- 
fore sevcrjij  neutral  persons  his  regret,  that  the  Arch- 
duke should  have  chosen  the  hours  after  dinner  to 
avenge  any  wrong  of  which  he  might  think  he  bad  a 
right  to  complain.  Not  seeing  his  guest,  to  whom  he 
wished  more  pnrticul.irly  to  have  addressed  himself^ 
the  Archduke  sai<l  aloud,  that,  having  no  wish  to 
breed  dissensicui  in  the  army  of  the  Cross,  he  did 
but  vindicate  his  own  privileges  and  right  to  stand 
upon  an  erjuality  with  tne  King  of  England,  v^ithotit 
desiriiiir^  as  he  might  have  done,  to  advance  his  ban- 
ner, which  he  derived  from  Eninerors,  hisprogtnitorSi 
aliove  that  of  a  mere  descendant  of  the  Counts  oi 
Anjoii;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  he  commanded  a  cask 
of  wine  to  lie  brought  hither  and  pierced,  for  regaling 
the  by-.«tanderH,  who,  with  tuck  of  drum  ond  sound 
<»f  music,  quaffed  many  a  carouse  roimd  the  Austrian 
standard. 

This  disonleriy  scene  was  not  acted  without  a  de- 
gn-e  of  noise,  wnirli  alarmed  the  whole  camp. 

The  criiienl  hour  had  arrived,  at  which  the  physi- 
cian, according  to  the;  rules  of  his  art,  had  pwlictwd 
that  his  royal  patient  might  be  awakened  with  safety, 
and  the  stK>iigf  had  liecn  applied  for  that  purpose; 
and  the  leech  had  not  made  many  observationH  ere 
he  assiin>d  the  Baron  of  Gilsland  thot  the  f(>ver  bad 
entirely  left  his  sovereign,  and  that  such  was  the 
happy  strength  of  his  constitution,  it  would  not  be 
even  necessary,  as  in  most  cases,  to  aive  a  second 
dose  of  the  jwwerful  medicine.  Richard  himself 
seemed  to  be  of  the  t>ame  opinion,  for,  sitting  up  and 
rubbing  his  eves,  he  deinandefi  of  De  Vaux  what 
pri'sent  simi  oif  money  was  in  the  royal  coffiTS. 

Th(>  baron  could  not  exactly  inform  him  of  the 
amount. 

"It  matters  not,"  said  Richard;  "be  it  greoter  or 
smaller,  bestow  it  all  on  this  l(>amiHf  leech,  who  hath, 
I  mi8t|  given  me  back  again  to  the  senice  of  tlw 
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Cruitnde.  If  it  be  less  thnn  a  tiiousand  byzants,  let 
him  have  jcwein  to  mnke  it  up." 

"I  Hell  not  the  wimlorn  with  which  .Allah  hafi  en- 
dowed ine.**  answered  the  Arabian  phynieinn;  "nnd 
be  it  known  u*  you,  fnnat  Prince,  that  the  divine 
in*'dicine,  of  whiirh  you  have  partaken,  would  lose  its 
efTorla  in  my  unworthy  handfi,  did  I  exciiantj:e  its 
virtues  cither  for  uoid  oir  diamonds." 

"ThH  Physician  refuseih  a  gratuity!"  said  De 
Vaux  to  hiniHolf.  '*  This  is  more  extraordinary  than 
his  heinK  a  himdred  years  old." 

"Thomas  de  Vaux,"  said  Richard,  "  thou  knowost 
no  coura}(e  but  what  bclon?;^  to  the  sword,  no  iKiunty 
and  virtue  but  what  are  used  in  chivalry— 1  tell  thee 
that  this  Moor,  in  his  independence,  mipht  set  an 
example  to  them  who  account  themselves  the  flower 
of  knighthood." 

'It  is  niward  enough  for  me,"  said  the  Moor, 
folding  his  arms  on  his  hiisom.  and  maintaining  an 
attituoo  at  once  n^spectful  and  diunitied,  "that  so 
great  a  Kin^  as  the  Melw-h  Rio*  should  thus  speak 
of  his  8(>r\'ant.— Hut  now,  let  me  pray  you  auam  to 
compotte  vourself  on  your  couch  ;  for  ihouffh  I  think 
.  there  needs  no  farther  reiieiition  of  the  divine  draii;y;ht, 
yet  injury  mi^ht  en^^ue  from  any  too  early  exertion, 
ere  your  strem^th  be  entirely  r«»stured." 

"I  must  obey  thee.  Hakim,"  said  the  King;  "yet, 
believe  me,  my  bosom  fnils  so  fret*  from  the  wasting 
fire,  which  for  so  many  days  hath  scorched  it,  that  1 
care  not  how  soon  I  expose  it  to  a  brave  man^s  lance. 
—Rut  hark!  what  mean  these  shouts,  and  that  dis- 
tant music  in  tho  camp?  Go,  Thomas  de  Vaux,  and 
make  inquiry." 

"It  is  the  Archduke  Leopold,"  said  De  Vaux,  re- 
turning after  a  minute's  abst^nce,  "  who  makes  with 
his  pot-companions  eome  procession  through  the 
camp." 

"The  drunken  fool!"  exclaimed  Kinj^  Richard. 
"  can  he  riot  koep  his  brutal  inebriety  within  tho  veil 
of  his  pavilion,  that  he  must  needs  show  his  shame  to 
all  Christendom?— What  say  you.  Sir  Marquis  7"  he 
added,  addressing  himself  to  (fonradu  of  Montserrat, 
who  at  that  moment  en t(>rcd  the  tent. 

'Thus  mucli,  honoured  Prince,"  answered  the 
Marquis,  "  that  I  delight  to  see  your  Majesty  so  well, 
and  so  tar  recovered ;  and  that  is  a  long  speech  for 
any  one  to  make  who  has  partaken  of  tne  Duke  of 
Austri.n's  hospitality." 

"What!  you  have  been  dinins  with  the  Teutonic 
wine-skin,  said  the  monarch;  and  what  frolic  has 
he  found  out  to  cause  all  this  disturbance?  Truly, 
Sir  Conrade,  I  have  still  held  you  so  cood  a  reveller, 
that  I  wonder  at  your  quitting  the  game." 

Do  Vaux.  who  had  got  a  little  l>ehind  the  King, 
now  exerted  hiniS4.>lC  by  look  and  sign,  to  make  the 
Manjuifl  understand  that  he  should  say  nothing  to 
RichanI  of  what  was  passing  without.  But  Conrade 
understood  not,  or  heeded  not,  the  prohibition. 

"W^hat  the  Archduke  does,"  he  said,  "is  of  little 
consequence  to  any  one,  le^st  of  all  to  hiniM-lf,  since 
he  probably  knov/s  not  what  he  is  acting— yet,  to 
Bay  truth,  it  i.s  a  cambol  I  should  not  like  to  share  in, 
since  he  is  pullinudown  tho  banner  of  England  from 
Saint  fT{>orge's  Mount  in  the  centre  of  the  camp.yon- 
der.  and  displaying  his  own  in  its  stead." 

"^What  say^st  Ihou?"  exclaimed  the  King,  in  a 
tone  which  might  have  waked  the  dead. 

;*  Nay,"  said  the  Marauis,  "  let  it  not  chafe  your 
Highness,  that  a  fool  snould  act  according  to  his 
folly" 

*'  Speak  not  to  me,"  said  Richard,  springing  from 
his  couch,  and  castinsron  his  clothes  with  a  despatch 
which  seemed  inarvellous— "  speak  not  to  me,  Lord 
Marquis  !—De  Multon,  I  command  thee  speak  not  a 
word  to  me— he  that  breathes  but  a  syllable,  is  no 
friend  to  Richard  Plantagenet.— Hakim,  be  aileut,  I 
charge  thee!" 

All  this  while  the  King  was  hastily  clothing  him- 
self, and,  with  I  ho  last  word,  snatched  bis  sword 
from  the  pillar  of  the  lent,  and  without  any  other 
weapon,  or  calling  any  attendance,  h«j  rushed  out  of 
his  pavdion.  Conrade,  holding  up  his  hands,  as  if 
ill  astonishment,  seeini'd  willing  to  enter  into  coq- 
*  BiolMfd  WM  Uim  caUod  bjr  tba  E»Vora  uatiuut. 


versation  with  De  Vaux,  bat  Sir  Thomas  pushed 
nidcly  past  him,  and  calling  to  one  of  the  royal 
eqiieriL^s,  said  hastily, — -"  Fly  to  Lord  8alisbunr'i 
quarters,  and  let  him  gr.'t  his  men  rogi-thcr,  and  rol- 
low  me  instantly  to  Saint  rSt-orse'S  Mount.  TH' 
him  thf.'  King's  fever  has  left  his  blood,  and  settled u 
his  brain." 

Iinpcrfecrly  heard,  and  still  more  imperfectly  com* 
prehende<l,  by  the  startled  attendant  whom  De  Vtux 
addresM'd  thus  hastilv,  the  equery  and  his  fetbw- 
servants  of  the  royal  chamber  rushed  hastily  into  tlw 
tents  of  the  neighbouring  nobility,  and  quioklv  apn^l 
an  alarm,  as  general  as  the  cause  eeemrd  vasue; 
through  tne  whole  British  forces.  The  English  nl- 
diirs,  wakcnl  in  alarm  from  that  noon-day  rest  whirb 
the  heat  of  tho  climate  l)ad  taught  them  to  enjoy  a*  i 
luxury,  hasniy  asked  each  other  the  cause  of  tlietu- 
iindt,  and,  without  waiting  an  answer,  supplied  by  tbe 
force  of  their  own  fancy  the, want  of  mformaiiuiL 
Some  said  the  Saracens  were  in  the  camp,  some  that 
the  Kin;:'s  life  was  attempted,  some  that  he  had  difd 
of  the  fever  the  preceding  night,  many  that  he  wn 
assassinated  by  the  Duke  o(  Austria.  Tlie  nobkt 
and  officers,  at  an  equal  loss  with  the  common  mfS 
to  ascertain  the  real  cause  of  the  disorder,  laboared 
onlv  to  get  their  followers  under  arms  and  under 
authority,  lest  their  rashness  should  occasion  fotim 
itroat  misfortune  to  the  Cnisading  army.  The  Eng» 
lish  tnimpets  soundtnl  loud,  shrill  and  continuoiuk 
The  alarm-cry  of  "  ISowsand  bills — bows  and  bilbf 
was  heard  from  (quarter  to  quartrn*,  again  and  a^i 
shouted,  and  again  and  again  answen^d  by  tllepl1^ 
sence  of  the  ready  warriors,  and  their  national  invo- 
cation, ''  Saint  George  for  merry  England !" 

The  alarm  went  through  the  nearest  quarter  of  tbe 
camii,  and  men  of  all  the  various  nations  assembled, 
where,  perhaps,  even'  people  in  Clirist«'ndom  had 
their  p'pnfstwitatives,  flew  to  arms,  and  drvw  tosgethn 
under  circumHtanct>H  of  general  confusion,  of  which 
they  knew  neither  the  cause  nor  the  object.  It  wai^ 
however,  lucky,  amid  a  si'cne  so  threatening,  that  the 
Earl  of  Salisbury,  while  he  hurried  after  De  Vaux'i 
summonss  with  a  few  only  of  the  readiest  Engliib 
men-at-arms,  din*cted  the  rest  of  the  English  host  to 
be  drawn  up  and  kept  under  arms,  to  advance  M 
Richard's  succour  if  necessity  should  rciiuirc.  but  ii 
fit  array,  and  under  due  command,  and  not  with  the 
tumultuary  haste  which  their  own  alarm,  and  aeal 
for  the  King's  safety,  might  have  dictated. 

In  the  mt^n  while^  without  regardinji;  for  one  iti> 
stant  the  vhouts,  the  criej^  the  tumult,  which  besaa 
to  thicken  around,  Richara,  with  his  dress  in  the  tail 
disorder,  and  his  sheathed  blade  under  his  arm,  pifl** 
sued  his  way  with  the  iitinos;  speed,  followed  only  bf 
De  Vaux,  and  one  or  two  houseiiold  servanlSi  to 
Saint  (it^rge's  Mount. 

He  outsi>ed  even  the  alarm  which  his  impetuoaty 
only  had  excited,  and  (»assi<l  the9uarler  of  his  own 

Sallant  troops  of  Normandy,  Poitou,  Gascony,  ond 
jijou,  before  the  disturbance  had  reached  them, 
althoiigii  the  noise  accompanying  the  German  revd 
had  induced  many  of  the  soldiery  to  get  on  foot  lo 
listen.  The  handful  of  Scots  were  also  quartered  ia 
the  vicinity,  nor  had  they  been  disturbed  by  the  up* 
roar.  JSut  the  King's  person,  and  his  haste,  were 
both  remarked  by  the  Knight  of  the  LiX)pard,  who, 
awaro,  that  dang:er  must  be  afoot,  and  hastening  to 
share  in  it,  anatchcd  his  shield  and  suonl,  and  united 
himself  to  Dc  Vaux^  who  with  some  difficulty  kept 
pace  with  his  impatient  and  fiery  master.  De  Vaui 
answered  a  li>ok  of  curiosity,  which  the  Scottish 
knight  directed  towards  him,  with  a  shrug  of  hit 
bn>ad  shoulders,  and  they  continued,  side  by  side,  to 
pursue  Richard's  steps. 

The  King  was  soon  at  the  foot  of  Saint  Georgs*i 
Mount,  the  sides  as  well  as  platfonn  of  which  wen 
now  surrounded  and  crowded,  partlv  by  those  be 
longing  to  the  Duke  of  Austria's  retmue,  who  were 
celobrnlinar,  with  shouts  of  jubilee,  the  act  which  they 
consideretf  as  an  assertion  of  national  honour ;  {^utly 
by  bvstanders  of  dilFerent  nations,  whom  dislike  to 
die  Eiigli.9h,  or  mero  curiosity,  had  r.ssi.-inbled  ii)ge- 
ther,  to  witness  the  end  of  these  exiraonlinury  pro- 
cecdinss.     Through  this  disordeiiy  trooD  KicbaRt 
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rtrt  his  way,  like  a  coodly  fhip  under  full  soil, 
ich  i'lenvcs  lii-r  forcible  poRfm^re  rhnnigh  the  ro)l- 
;billuwis  nntl  heeds  not  that  they  unite  after  her, 
wnge,  and  roar  uium  her  stirn. 
rbc  summit  of  the  eminence  wns  n  small  level 
ice,  on  which  were  pitched  the  rival  banners,  8ur> 
inded  sti!l  liy  the  Archduke's  friends  and  retinue, 
the  iniditt  of  the  circle  wn»  L(.H>pord  himsefr,  still 
Btemplating  with  self-saiisfactiun  the  deed  he  had 
M,  and  stdl  listening  to  the  shouts  of  applause 
nch  his  partisans  bestowed  with'no  sparing,  breath, 
hile  he  was  in  this  state  of  si^lf-cratulation,  Rich- 
1  burst  into  the  circle,  attended,  indeed,  only  hy 
a  men,  but  in  his  own  headlong  energies  an  irre- 
lible  ho!it. 

"Who  has  dared,"  he  said,  Ia>'in«{  his  hands  upon 
I  Austrian  standard,  and  speaking  in  a  voice  like 
e sound  which  precedes  an  earthquake;  "who has 
red  to  place  this  paltry  rag  beside  the  banner  of 
ttlandr' 

fbe  Archduke  wanted  not  personal  coura,<e,  and  it 
isimp'issiblehe  could  hear  thii«  question  without 
Hr.  Vet,  so  much  was  he  troubhid  and  surprised 
toe  unexpected  arrival  of  Richani,  and  afrtcf^id  by 
I  general  awe  inspired  by  his  anient  and  unyielding 
iracter,  that  the  demand  was  twice  repeated,  in  a 
lewhii-ti  sot^med  to  challenge  heaven  and  earth, 
the  Archduke  replied,  with  such  fimmess  as  he 
lU  command.  ''It  was  I,  Leo|K>ld  of  Austria." 
*Tb«>n  s\\q\\  Leopold  of  Austria,"  replied  Richard, 
mently  see  the  rate  at  which  his  banner  and  his 
tensions  are  held  by  Richard  of  Knglimd." 
kiaaymc  he  pulled  up  the  standard-spear,  splinter- 
it  to  pieces,  threw  the  banner  itself  on  the  ground, 
i  plact>d  his  foot  upon  it. 

'Thuit,''  said  he^  "I  trample  on  the  banner  of  Aua- 
,!— Is  there  a  knight  among  your  Teutonic  chivalry, 
i>  impeach  my  deed  T' 

liere  was  a  momentary  silence;  but  there  are  no 
ver  men  than  the  Germans. 
ir  and  "I !"  and  "I!"  was  heard  from  several 
ights  of  the  Duke's  followers;  and  he  himself  ad- 
Ihia  voice  to  tliose  wliich  accepted  tlie  King  of 
fliand's  defiance. 

HA'hy  do  we  dally  thus?"  said  the  Karl  Wal- 
lode,  a  gigantic  warrior  from  the  frontiers  of 
mgarv:  Brethren,  and  noble  gentlemen,  this 
in  s  foot  is  on  tho  honour  of  your  country— Let 
ivsouc  it  from  violation,  and  down  witli  the  pride 
England!" 

So  paying,  he  drew  his  sword,  and  struck  at 
!  Kin^  a  blow  which  nii^^ht  have  proved  fatal, 
d  not  the  Scot  intercepted  and  caught  it  upon  liis 
ield. 

"I  Imivp  sworn,"  said  King  Richani— and  his  voice 
M  heard  aliove  all  the  tunudt,  which  now  waxed 
iUand  louil— "never  to  strike  one  whose  shoulder 
trstiie  rrops:  therefore  live,  Wallciirode — but  live 
renii'mber  Richard  of  En^iland." 
Ai  he  spoke,  he  grasped  the  tall  Hungarian  round 
e  waist,  and,  unmatched  in  wrestling,  as  in  other 
ilitary  ixnrcises,  hurled  him  bnckwanls  with  st^ch 
okiice  that  the  mass  flew,  us  if  diechargcni  from  a 
ililarv  emiine,  not  only  throiigh  the  ring  of  specta- 
r«  wfio  witnessed  the  extrn«mlinory  scene,  but  over 
e  edg''  of  the  mount  itM  If,  down  the  steep  side  of 
Ikich  Wnllenrodi.'  rolled  headlong,  until,  pitching  at 
igth  u|)on  his  should'T,  he  dislocated  the  hone,  a.id 
nike  one  dead.  This  almost  sufHTnaturai  display 
•>reng«b  did  not  encourage  eitlwr  the  Duke  or  any 
his  foll(»wt;rs,  to  renew  a  ix.Tsonal  contest  so  in- 
Mticioiitfly  commenctd.  Those  who  stood  farthest 
cV  did,  indeed,  clash  their  swords,  and  cry  out, 
Jut  the  island  mastitf  to  pii^'cs!"  butthosiiwho 
TC  neanT,  veiled,  perhaps,  their  pLTi^onal  fears 
der  an  al&cted  regard  for  order,  and  criul,  for  the 
wt  part,  "Penctt!  p(.ace!  the  iKrace  of  the  Cross 
ifae  TK-acc  of  Holy  Church,  and  our  Father  the 

riirse  various  cries  of  the  assaibnts,  contradicting 
eh  othi-r.  showed  their  irrotH)liition  ;  while  Richard, 
I  foot  still  on  the  archducnl  banner,  glared  round 
»,  uitli  an  eye  that  scenittl  lo  si.t-k  an  enemy,  and 
nn  which  toe  angry  uublcs  aliniok  appttiLtki,  u? 
Vol.  V. 


from  the  threatened  grasp  of  a  lion.  Dc  Vaux  and 
the  Kni^'ht  of  the  Leopard  kept  their  places  besidu 
him;  and  though  the  swords  which  they  held  weru 
still  sheathed,  it  was  plain  that  they  were  prompt  to 
protect  Richard's  person  to  the  very  last,  and  their 
size  and  remarkable  strength  plainly  showed  the  de- 
fenc€<  would  be  a  desperate  one. 

Salisbury  and  his  attendants  were  also  nowdrawing 
nt^ir,  with  bills  and  partisans  brandished,  and  bowa 
ah^ady  bended. 

At  this  moment.  King  Philip  of  France,  attended 
by  one  or  two  of  his  nobles,  came  on  the  platform  to 
inquire  the  cause  of  the  disturbance,  and  made  gep- 
tiirea  of  surprise  at  finding  the  King  of  F^ngland 
raised  from  nis  sick-bed,  and  confronting  their  com^ 
moil  ally  the  Duke  of  Austria,  in  such  a  menacing 
and  insulting  posture.  Richard  himself  blushed  at 
being  discovered  bv  Philip,  whose  sagacity  he  res- 
pected as  much  as  he  disliked  his  person,  in  an  atti- 
tude neither  becoming  his  character  as  a  monarch, 
nor  as  a  Crusader;  and  it  was  observed  that  he 
withdrew  his  foot,  as  if  accidentally,  from  the  dia- 
honourtxl  banner,  and  exchanged  his  look  of  violent 
emotion  for  one  of  affected  composure  and  indiffer- 
ence. Leopold  also  struggled  to  attain  some  degree 
of  calnines.H,  mortified  as  he  was  by  having  been  seen 
by  Philip  in  the  act  of  passively  submitting  to  the 
insults  of  the  fiery  King  of  F<ngland. 

Possessed  of  many  of  those  royal  qiialitiea  for 
which  he  was  termed  bv  his  subjects  tne  August, 
Philip  niigbt  be  ternud  tne  Ulysses,  as  Richard  waa 
indisputably  the  Achillea,  of  the  Crusade.  The  King 
of  France  was  sagacious,  wise,  deliberate  in  council, 
steady  and  calm  in  action,  seeing  cleariy,  and  steadily 
pursuing,  the  nieasuree  most  for  the  interest  of  hia 
kingdom— dignified  and  royal  in  his  deportment, 
brave  in  person,  but  a  iwlitician  rather  than  a  war- 
rior. The  Crusade  would  have  been  no  choice  of  hk 
own,  but  the  spirit  was  contagious,  and  the  expedi- 
tion was  enforced  upon  him  by  the  church,  and  by 
the  unanimous  wifh  of  hia  nobility.  In  any  other 
situatioti,  or  in  a  milder  age.  his  character  mignt  have 
stoiKl  higher  than  tiiat  of  tne  adventurous  Ccuur  de 
Lion ;  but  in  the  Crusade,  itsL>If  an  undertaking 
wholly  irrational,  sound  reason  was  thoquality,  of  all 
others,  least  estimated,  and  the  chivalric  valour  which 
both  the  age  and  the  enterprise  demanded,  was  con- 
sidered as  debased,  if  mingled  with  the  least  touch 
of  discretion.  So  that  tho  merit  of  Philip,  compared 
with  that  of  his  haughty  rival,  showed  like  the  clear 
blue  minute  flame  of  a  lamp,  placed  near  the  glare 
of  a  huge  blaxing  torch,  which,  not  possessing  half 
the  utility,  makes  ten  times  more  impression  on  the 
eve.  Philip  felt  his  inferiority  in  public  opinion,  with 
tne  pain  natural  to  a  high-spirited  prince;  and  it 
cannot  be  wondertti  at  if  he  took  such  opportunities 
as  offered,  for  placing  his  own  character  in  more  ad- 
vantageous contrast  with  that  of  his  rival.  The  pro- 
sent  seemed  one  of  those  occasions,  in  which  prudence 
and  calmness  might  reasonably  expect  to  triumph 
over  obstinacy  and  impetuous  violence. 

"  What  means  this  unseemly  broil  betwixt  the 
sworn  brethren  of  the  Cross— tne  royal  Majesty  of 
England  and  the  princely  Duke  Leop«)ld  ?  How  ia  it 
possible  that  thosi^  who  are  the  chiefs  and  pillara  of 
this  holy  expedition"—^ 

"A  truce  with  thy  remonstrance,  France,"  aaid 
Richard,  enraged  inwardly  at  finding  himseif  placed 
on  a  sort  of  txjuality  with  Leopold,  yf't  not  knowins 
how  to  n«ent  it,—"  this  duke,  or  prince,  or  pillar,  if 
you  will,  hath  been  insolent,  and  I  have  cnastised 
him— that  is  all.  Here  ia  a  coil,  forsooth,  Itecausc  oi 
spurning  a  hound !" 

'* Majesty  of  France,"  aaid  the  Dukt,  "I  appeal 
to  you  and  every  sovereign  prince  against  the  foul 
indl^niitv  which  1  have  sustained.  This  King  of 
England  hath  pulled  down  my  bunner^toni  and 
tranipkd  on  it." 

"  Because  he  had  the  audacity  to  plant  it  beside 
mine,"  said  Richard. 

"  My  rank  as  ihine  equal  entitled  me."  replied  ths 
Duke,  emboldened  by  the  presence  of  Pnilip. 

"  Assert  such  tijuality  for  thy  pi.rson,"  sakl  King 
Richard.  "  and,  by  St.  George,  I  will  treut  thy  psreoa 
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BM I  did  thy  bmiderefl  kerchief  there,  fit  hut  for  the 
menm^t  uw*  to  which  kcrcliiof  may  b<'  put." 

"  Nay,  hi:t  pntienr'c,  hnnh«T  of  England,"  wiiil 
PhiUp,  ''and  I  will  pri:w»nlly  ehow  Austria  thul  he  is 
wron^  in  thij*  mntt«T.— Do  not  think,  nohhj  Duke,"  he 
GontinufHl,  '*  thit  in  permittini^  the  Rtandard  of  En^- 
Jnnd  ro  ocnipy  the  lushest  point  in  our  camp,  we,  the 
indepeiidenl  skjvereiens  of  flieCnjsadi\  neknowledse 
any  infcriorirv  to  iho  myal  Uielinrfl.  It  wrn*  ineori- 
urHtrrit  lolhinkso;  ninc<.evifn the orillamme itself— the 
ereat  baiunT  of  Fronre-,  to  whirh  tin?  roynl  Rirhonl 
nimfH^if,  in  n'spcci  of  his  Frenrh  possfitaioni*.  in  hut 
a  vaflsjii — holds  for  the  pre^snt  an  mfiTior  place  to 
the  Lions  of  Knsinnd.  But  nn  sworn  hrcthren  of  the 
Cnws,  military  pil.^rimfi,  who.  Inyin;^  iinide  the  jtomp 
and  pride  of  tiiw  world,  nre  hcwm.:?  with  i>ur  swordf 
the  way  to  the  Holy  ^epujrhre.  1  nivwslf,  and  the 
other  princ^'ti,  have  renouiieud  lo  Kin^  Rit^hanl,  from 
respert  to  Iuh  hi(?h  renown  and  f^n^al  trats  of  arrnn, 
that  pree'-di-nrc,  whirh  elsewhere,  and  upon  other 
motives,  would  not  have  been  yicldiil.  1  am  satiHfied, 
that  when  your  royal  jL;ra('.e  of  Austria  nliall  have 
conaidrred  tlii^  you  will  cxpreds  wjrrow  for  having 
placed  your  trjnner  on  thin  spot,  and  that  thtt  royal 
Majoaty  of  Km;land  will  (hen  ^ive  BiLti»fuciion  for 
th«  insult  he  haa  ofiereil." 

The  sprurh-aprechcr  and  the  jeaterhad  both  retirwl 
to  a  aafi!  distuoce  when  matter*  WK'nied  eoming  to 
biowi,  but  returned  when  wonla,  their  own  com- 
modity, seemed  again  about  to  become  the  order  of 
the  day. 

The  man  of  proveHw  waa  ao  deliphled  with  Philip's 
politic  s{>ft.*(rh,  that  be  rJaahcd  his  batoon  at  the  {Con- 
clusion, bv  way  of  rmpbanis,  and  forxoi  thri  presf^nce 
in  which  he  wus,  m  far  as  to  any  aloud,  that  he  him- 
self had  never  said  a  wiser  thinjo^  in  his  life. 

"Itiiiavbeso,"  whispered  Jonas  Schwankcr,  "but 
we  shall  he  whipt  if  you  8r>eak  so  loud." 

The  I>uke  answered  stdleniy,  that  ho  would  refer 
his  quarrel  to  the  General  Ci»uncil  of  (he  Crusade 
•yti  motion  which  Philip  hicfhly  applauded,  n»  qua- 
lified to  tuko  awny  a  scandal  most  harmful  to  Chris- 
tendom. 

Richani,  n-taininu  the  same  careless  attitude,  list- 
ened to  Phdip  until  his  oratory  siM-'injid  exhausted, 
and  then  s.tid  al>.iud.  "I  am  dn)wsy— (his  f('V(.T  hani^s 
about  ine  stdi.  Brotherof  France,  (hou  ar(  aciuainted 
with  my  humour,  aiiil  that  1  have  at  all  times  but 
few  words  to  spare— know,  therefore,  at  once,  I  will 
submit  a  matdr  touchin;;  (he  honour  of  Eiijisiand, 
neither  to  Priiirc,  Pope,  nor  (.'ouneil.  Here  stands 
my  banner— wlia(soe\er  pennon  shall  bo  reared  within 
three  butts*  len^rth  of  it— ay.  were  it  the  oritlamnie. 
of  which,  you  were,  I  think,  nut  now  speaking;,  shall 
be  ireatLHi  a:^  that  dishonoured  ra^;  nor  will  I  yield 
other  salisfactiou  than  that  which  1 1 lefic  poor  limbs 
can  render  in  the  lists  to  any  hold  challeni^e— ay,  were 
it  against  live  ehampioiis  instead  of  one." 

"  Ni)w,"  said  (he  jes(c»r,  whispering  his  companion, 
"that  is  as  complete  a  piece  of  folly,  as  if  I  myself 
had  said  it— but  yet,  1  think,  there  may  be  in  this 
matter  a  j.'rvater  fi>ol  than  Richard  vet." 

"  And  wiio  may  that  be  I"  askcKi  the  man  of  Mna- 
dom. 

"Philip,"  said  thejc*ter,  "or  our  own  Royal  Duke, 
should  eitiier  accept  I  he  challenge— But  oh,  most  sage 
^prtink-fprtiher^  what  excellent  kin^s  would  thou 
and  I  hnv.  made,  since  those  on  whose  heads  these 
cr^wna  hnv«!  fulieii.  can  play  the  pmverb- monger  and 
uiefool  as  completely  as  ourselves!" 

While  theg.'  worthier  plied  their  oilices  apart,  Philip 
■nswen'd  calmly  to  the  almost  injurious  defiance  of 
Richani,— "I  came  not  hither  to  uwaUen  fresh  quar- 
rel*, contrary  to  the  oath  wo  have  sworn,  and  the  holy 
cause  in  which  we  have  ens^i^^cHl.  I  pnrl  from  my 
brother  of  Eiij^land  as  brothers  should  part,  and  the 
only  stnte  betwi^n  the  L:ons  of  Kni^lund  and  tlie 
Lilu>s  of  France  shall  be,  which  hhall  l>e  currii'd 
deepest  info  the  ranks  of  the  infidols." 

"  Jt  is  a  bargain,  my  royal  brother"  said  Richard, 
stretehioK  out  tiis  hand  with  all  the  frankness  wineh 
belonged  to  his  rash  but  generous  dispositicm  {  "  and 
soon  m-iy  we  have  ihe  opportunity  to  try  ihit  gallaut 
•nd  fratemQi  wnger." 


I  "  liet  this  noble  Duke  also  partake  io  tb**  fneodtbi^ 
of  this  hai)pv  moment."  said  Philip;  and  ibe  Diht 
approachi<l,  liali-sullenly,  liaif-wilhn^y  tocntcriHi 
suiiie  aceoiiimudaiion. 

"1  think  not  of  fo«>ls.  nor  of  their  folly,"  saidBkk- 
ard.  carelesj^lv;  and  the  Archduke,  turning  hiibiek 
on  nim,  withdrew  from  the  ground. 

Richard  looked  after  him  as  he  retired. 

"There  is  a  sort  of  {flow worm  courage,"  heiai, 
"  that  shows  only  by  iiiKbt.  I  must  nut  leave  ika 
banner  unicunnixi  in  <larkne8a— by  daylight  the  M 
of  the  Lioiis  will  alone  defend  it.  Here,  Thoinisd 
Oil  island,  I  give  thee  iho  charge  of  the  standud- 
wati*h  over  the  honoi:r  of  England." 

"  Her  safety  is  \.t  more  dear  to  me,"  said  De  Vol 
"  and  th"  life  of  Richard  is  the  safety  of  Englaiid-l 
must  have  your  Highness  back  to  your  tent,  andtha 
witho<it  farther  (urriance." 

"  Thou  art  a  rou^h  and  peremptory  nursa  Di 
Yaiix,"  said  the  Kimr,  smiling;  ana  then  added, i^ 
dressim;  Sir  Kenneth,  "Valiant  Scot,  I  owe  thee  i 
lMN>n.  and  I  will  pav  it  richly.  There  stands  the  bu- 
ner  of  England  !  Watch  it  as  a  novice  does  bii» 
moiir  on  the  nis^ht  l>efore  he  is  dubbed— Stir  not  Um, 
It  three  sju-urs*  length,  and  defend  it  with  thy  bodf 
against  injury-  or insuii— Sound  thy  bugle,  if  thoaat 
assailixi  by  more  than  three  at  once.  Dost  thouM> 
dertake  the  charge?" 

"  Willindy,''  said  Kenneth  ;  "and  will  discbaigBit 
upon  i>eM(ilty  of  tny  head.  I  will  but  arm  me,  aid 
return  hither  instnnily." 

The  Kim^of  France  and  England  then  tookft» 
mal  le;ive  of  each  other,  hiding  under  an  appvaraiee 
of  courtesy,  the  grounds  of  complaint  which  eillir 
had  uuainst  the  other-  -Richani  against  Philip,  h 
what  he  divmed  nn  olfieioiis  interference  betwixt  )m 
and  Austria,  and  Piiilip  against  (.-«Kur  de  Laon,  fk 
the  disn  "spectful  manner  in  which  his  mediation  hii 
b<'<'n  received.  Those  whom  this  disturbance  U 
n>seml>l(  d,  now  dniw  ofl'in  diHercnt  direction:),  Iflv* 
im;  the  contested  mount  in  the  same  si^litude  whick 
had  suhsiste<l  till  interrupted  by  the  Austrian  bravak 
Mim  jiNlge«i  of  the  events  of  the  dnv  oecordingH 
their  partiality:  and  while  the  English  chnrgedrAi 
Austrian  with  having  af!i)rded  the  first  ground, d 
quarrel,  thosi>  of  other  nations  concum*d  in  caflJB 
I  tne  greater  blame  upon  the  insular  haughtiness  Oi 
assuming  ehanicter  of  Richani. 

"Thou  seest,"  said  the  Marquis  of  MontsemtH 
(he  r;rund  Master  of  the  Templars,  "  that  tubdl 
courts  are  more  etIiTtive  than  violence*.  I  bive 
unloosiKl  the  bonds  which  held  together  thisbundiof 
sceptres  and  lances— thou  wilt  see  them  shortly  fill 
asunder." 

"I  would  hnvecallril  thy  plan  a  good  one."  aid 
the  Templar,  "had  there  been  but  one  man  of  cos* 
ragi^  umont;  vonder  cold-blooded  Anstrians,  to  sew 
the  bonds  of  which  you  speak,  with  his  swoni  A 
knot  that  is  unloosed  may  again  be  fastened,  but  BOI 
so  the  cord  which  has  been  cut  to  pieces." 

CHAPTER  XI 
Tis  woman  thai  wduoes  all  mankiad.— Oat. 

In  the  days  of  chivalry,  a  dangerous  post,  or  a  ps 
rilous  adventure,  was  a  reward  frequently  assigasi 
to  military  braver)'  as  a  compensation  for  its  former 
trials ;— just  us,  in  ascending  a  precipice,  the  mO' 
mounting  one  crag  only  UAs  the  cumber  to  points yfll 
mon'dangentus. 

It  was  midnight,  and  the  moon  rode  clear  and  \aA 
in  heaven,  when  Kenuith  of  Scotland  storMi  upon  mi 
wat*  I  on  Saint  GtK)rj;e's  Mount,  beside  the  baaner 
of  England,  a  solitary-  sentinel,  to  protect  iheenihlem 
of  that  nation  against  the  insults  which  misht  be 
mc<liiatetl  among  the  thousands  whom  Richard'i 
pride  had  maile  his  enemies.  High  thoughts  wlW, 
one  after  each  otiier,  upon  the  mind  of  (ho  waniw. 
It  seemixl  to  him  as  if  he  had  gained  some  favour  in 
the  eyes  of  the  chiyalro'is  monarch,  who  till  now  had 
not  seemed  to  distinguish  him  among  tbecn>wdsof 
hrave  men  whom  his  rt^nown  had  assembled  undflr 
his  banner,  and  Sir  Kenneth  little  recked  that  tht 
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jq>l9y  of  Toyal  ro^arri  consistpd  in  plann^  him  upon 

po.«t  HO  mrilouft.  The  dcvoiion  of  his  nmhilioiis 
nd  hijrh-pla''cd  nflcction,  infloinod  his  miUiary  en- 
fnnias^ni.  Hopeless  as  thni  atiachment  was,  in 
Unost  any  concwvahlp  circiimj^tancfs,  thoae  which 
ad  lately  occurred  had,  in  st>mo  (l»'Kri»p,  diniinishtxl 
lie  distance  hetween  Kdiih  nnd  himself.  He  upon 
rhom  Richard  had  conferred  I  he  distinction  of  miard- 
ig  his  banner,  was  no  Ioniser  an  adventurer  of  shpht 
titc,  but  placed  within  the  regard  of  a  princess, 
hhouzh  he  was  as  far  as  ever  from  her  level.  An 
nknown  and  ol>scurc  fate  could  not  now  he  his.  If 
«  was  t:uTT>nsed  and  slain  on  thi;  post  which  had 
«cn  npsipned  him,  his  death—and  he  n^solvcd  it 
buuld  be  plorious— must  deserve  the  praises,  as  well 
M  call  down  the  vengeance,  of  Ca«ur  de  Lion,  and 
«  followefi  by  the  rcprets,  nnd  even  the  tears,  of  the 
lyi-bom  beauties  of  the  Eni^lish  Court.  He  had 
low  no  longer  reason  to  fear  that  he  should  die  as  a 
bol  dieth. 

Sir  Kenneth  had  full  leisure  to  enjoy  these  and 
iinilar  hish-souled  thoughts,  fostered  by  that  wild 
ipiril  of  chivalry,  which,  amid  its  most  extrnvncant 
ind  fantastic  flights,  was  still  pure  from  all  selfish 
iDoy— p*»iU'rou8,  devoted,  and  perhaps  only  thus  far 
xnsurablc,  that  it  proposed  onjects  and  courses  of 
wiion  inconsistent  with  the  frailties  and  impeifec- 
ions  of  man.  All  nature  nmund  him  slept  in  calm 
Doonshino  or  in  deep  shadow.  The  long  rows  of 
eots  and  pavilions,  glimmering  or  darkening  as  they 
lyin  the  moonlight  or  in  the  shade^  were'still  and 
oent  as  the  stn'ois  of  a  deserted  city.  Beside  the 
janner-stafT  lay  the  larjse  stag-hound  already  men- 
bned,  the  sole  companion  of  Kenneth's  watch,  on 
rlioac  vigilance  he  tru.<>ited  for  early  warning  of  the 
pproach  of  any  hostile  footstep.  The  noble  animal 
?emed  to  understand  the  purpose  of  their  watch,  for 
e  looked  from  time  to  time  at  the  rich  folds  of  the 
eavy  pennon,  and,  when  the  cry  of  the  sentinels 
tme  from  the  distant  lines  and  defences  of  the  camp, 
e  answered  them  with  one  deep  nnd  reiterated  hark, 
■  if  to  aflirin  that  he  too  was  vigilant  in  his  duty. 
'rom  time  to  time^  also,  he  lowered  his  lofty  head, 
nd  wajcged  his  tail,  as  his  master  passfvl  and  re- 
used him  in  the  short  turn**  which  he  took  upon  his 
pstj  or,  when  the  knight  sKxxl  silent  and  abstracted, 
nmnp  on  his  lance,  and  looking  up  towards  hcn- 
pn,  h:!i  faithful  attendant  vrntured  sometimes,  in  the 
hrase  of  Mmancc.  "  to  disturb  his  thoughts,"  and 
waken  him  from  his  reverie,  by  thnisiing  his  lai^gc 
jugh  snout  into  the  knight  s  gauntletod  hand,  to 
jliiil  a  transitory  caress. 

Thus  papstxi  two  hours  of  the  knight's  watch  with- 
ut  any  lliins  remnrkable  ocriirnng.  At  length,  and 
pun  a  sudden,  the  gallant  stag-hound  hnycd  furi- 
uslv,  and  set.mpd  about  to  da.-^h  forward  when-  the 
hadow  lay  the  darkest,  vet  waited,  as  if  in  the  slips, 
Jl  he  should  know  the  pleasure  of  his  master. 

"Who  goes  there?"  said  Sir  Kenneth,  aware  that 
lerc  was  !<omething  ert:epuig  forward  on  the  sha- 
owy  side  of  the  mount. 

"  In  the  name  of  Merlin  and  Maugia,*'  answered 

l.oarse  disagreeable  voices  "tie  up  your  four-footed 
cmoii  there,  or  I  come  not  at  you." 

*'And  who  art  thou,  that  would  approach  my 
ostl"  said  Sir  Kenneth,  l>ending  his  eye?  as  keenly 
B  he  could  on  some  oluect,  which  he  could  just  oh- 
er\e  at  the  b(»iiom  of  the  ascent,  without  Ix^ing  nWc 
>  distingui.-h  its  form.  "Beware— 1  am  here  «i.. 
path  and  life." 

**Take  up  thv  lonf|[-fangcd  Sathanas,"  said  the 
Dice,  ''  or  I  will  conjure  him  with  a  bolt  from  my 
rhlast." 

At  the  same  time  was  heard  the  sound  of  a  spring 
rehti-k,  as  when  n  t-i-osKlNiW  is  bent. 
/'Unbend  thy  arblust,  and  come  into  the  moon- 
IShu"  said  the  Scot,  "or,  by  Saint  Andrew,  I  will 
in  the<>  to  the  earth,  he  what  or  whom  thou  wilt.'* 

As  h«*  srxike,  he  poised  his  long  lance  by  the  mid* 
Ic,  and,  fixin:;  his  eye  U|X)n  the  objiHrt  which  seemed 
0  move,  he  brandished  the  wea)X)n,  as  if  meditating  , 
o  cast  it  from  his  hand  -a  use  of  the  wtapon  soine- 
ime*,  though  ran'ly.  n  sorted  to,  when  a  inissile  was 
leccfettary.    Bui  Sir  Kenneth  was  ashamed  of  his  pur-  i 


pose,  and  grounded  hi«  weapon,  when  there  stepped 
fn^ni  the  shadow  into  the  moonlight,  like  an  actor 
entering  uwin  the  stage,  a  stunted  decrepit  creature, 
whom,  by  his  fantastic  dress  and  deformity,  he  recogw 
nixwi,  even  at  some  distance,  for  the  male  of  the  two 
dwarfs  whom  he  had  seen  in  the  chapel  at  EngaddL 
Rei'ollectini;^  at  the  same  moment,  the  other,  and  far 
difFerent,  visions  of  that  e.xtraordinary  night,  he  gave 
his  do^  a  signal,  which  he  instantly  understood,  and, 
returning  to  the  standard,  laid  himself  down  beside  it 
with  astifledjBtrowI. 

The  little  distorted  miniature  of  humanity,  assured 
of  his  safety  from  an  enemy  so  formidable,  came  pant 
ing  up  the  ascent,  which  the  shortness  of  his  Icga 
rendered  laborioiia,  and,  when  he  arrived  on  the  plat- 
form at  the  top,  shifted  to  his  left  hand  the  little  cross- 
bow, which  was  just  such  a  toy  as  children  at  that 
period  were  permitted  to  shoot  small  biida  with,  and, 
assuminiEt  an  attitude  of  great  dignitv,  gracefully  ex- 
tenditl  his  right  hand  to  Sir  Kenneth,  m  an  attitude 
as  if  he  expected  he  would  salute  it.  But  such  a  re* 
suit  not  following,  he  demanded,  in  a  sharp  and 
angr>'  tone  of  voice,  "  Soldier,  wherefore  renderest 
thou  not  to  Nectabanus  the  homage  due  to  his  dig- 
nity ?— Or,  is  it  possible  that  thou  canst  have  forgot- 
ten him?" 

"Great  Nectabanus,"  answered  the  knight,  willing 
to  soothe  the  creature's  humour.  "  that  were  difficult 
for  any  one  who  has  ever  looked  upon  thee.  Pardon 
me,  however,  that,  being  a  soldier  upon  my  post,  with 
my  lance  in  my  hand,!  may  not  give  to  one  of  thr 
puissance  the  advantage  of  coming  within  my  guuti, 
or  of  mastering  my  weapon.  Suffice  it,  that  f  reve- 
rence thy  dignity,  and  submit  myself  to  \hv9  as  hum- 
bly as  a  man-at-arms  in  my  place  may." 

'*It  shall  suffice,"  said  Nectabanus,  "so  that  you 
presently  attend  me  to  the  presence  of  those  who 
have  sent  me  hither  to  summon  you." 

"  Great  sir,"  replied  the  knignt,  "  neither  in  thin 
can  I  gratify  thee,  for  my  orders  are  to  abide  by  this 
banner  till  daybnak— so  1  pray  you  to  hold  mo  ex- 
cused in  that  matter  also." 

So  saying,  he  resumed  his  walk  upon  the  platform ; 
but  the  dwarf  did  not  suffer  him  so  easily  to  escape 
from  his  importunity. 

"Look  you,"  he  said,  placing  himself  before  Sir 
Kennt^th,  so  as  to  interrupt  his  way,  "either  obey  me, 
Sir  Knight,  as  in  duty  liound,  or  I  will  lay  the  com- 
mand upon  th(M.>,  in  the  name  of  one  whone  beauty 
could  call  down  the  genii  from  their  sphere,  and 
whose  grandeur  could  command  the  immorlal  raoa 
when  they  had  descended." 

A  wild  and  improbable  conjecture  arose  in  the 
knight's  mind,  but  he  rp|)elled  it.  It  was  impossible, 
he  thought,  that  the  lady  of  his  love  should  have  sent 
him  such  a  message  by  such  a  messenger— yet  his 
voiw  trembled  as  he  said,  "  Go  to,  Nectabanus.  Tell 
me  at  once,  and  as  a  true  man,  whether  this  sublime 
lady,  of  whom  thou  speakest,  bo  other  than  the  houri 
with  whose  assistance  I  beheld  thee  sweeping  the 
chnpel  at  Kngaddi?" 

"How!  presumptuous  knight,"  replied  the  dwarl^ 
"  thirikst  thou  the  mistress  of  our  own  royal  nfftHrtions, 
the  sharer  of  our  greatness,  and  the  nartner  of  our 
comeliness,  wotdd  demean  herself  by  laying  charge 
on  such  a  vassal  as  thou!  No,  highly  as  thou  art 
honoured,  thou  hast  not  yet  deserved  the  notice  of 
Queen  f»nnevra,  the  lovely  bride  of  Arthur,  from 
whose  high  si>at  even  princes  seem  but  pigmies.  But 
look  thou  here,  and  as  thou  knowest  ordisownest  this 
token,  so  obi^  or  refuse  her  commands,  who  hath 
deigned  to  impose  them  on  thee." 

So  saying,  he  placed  in  the  knight's  hands  a  mbr 
rins,  which,  even  in  the  moonlight,  he  had  no  diffi- 
culty to  recognise  as  that  which  usually  graced  the 
finger  of  the  high-born  lady  to  whose  service  he  had 
devote<l  himself.  Could  he  have  doubted  ihe  truth  of 
the  tokin,  he  would  have  been  convincrd  by  the 
small  knot  of  cai-nation-coloured  riband,  which  was 
fastened  to  the  ring.  This  was  his  lady's  favoarita 
colour,  and  more  than  once  had  he  himself,  ossnmins 
it  for  that  of  his  own  liveries,  caused  the  carnation  to 
triumph  over  all  other  hues  in  the  lists  and  in  iIm 
battle. 
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Sir  Kenneth  wflM  Rtruck  nearly  mute,  by  Meing 
such  a  token  in  siirli  handfl. 

'*  In  th<t  namo  of  nil  that  is  ancred,  from  whom  didst 
!hou  recc'ivu  this  witness  7"  wid  the  kni^lii ;  ''  brintf, 
if  thou  ctinM,  thy  wavering  undcratandin^  to  a  riHnt 
settlement  for  a  miniile  or  two,  and  ti>ll  me  the  per- 
son by  vvhijm  thou  art  sent,  and  the  real  purpose  of 
thy  mes-Ha^^c— and  take  heixl  what  thou  say  st,  jfor  this 
is  no  Bubjoct  for  buffoonery.*' 

"Fond  and  foolish  kniafht."  said  the  dwarf, 
"wouldal  thou  know  more  of  thi$t  matter,  than  that 
thou  art  honounxl  mth  oomniands  from  a  prmcess, 
delivered  to  thf.*e  by  a  kini;?— VVc  list  not  to  piirloy 
with  thee  farllicr  than  lo  command  thee,  in  the  name, 
and  by  the  power  of  that  rins;,  to  follow  us  to  her  who 
is  the  owner  of  the  ring,  l^^very  minute  that  thou 
tarripst  w  a  crim:!  against  thy  allegianci'." 

"Good  Xf.'Ctnbanus— bethink  thyself/'  said  the 
knighlj— "Can  my  ladv  know  where  and  upon  what 
duty  I  an  this  ni..?nt  en'^aared?— Is  she  aware 
that  my  life— I'shaw,  why  should  I  wnuik  of  life  —but 
that  my  honour  depends  on  my  guardinu  this  banner 
till  daybreak — and  can  it  be  her  wish  that  I  should 
leave  it  even  to  pay  homage  to  her  ?— It  is  iinrj»*sible 
—the  princess  is  pleased  to  be  merry  with  her  ser- 
vant, in  sending  nim  such  a  message;  and  I  must 
think  so  the  rather  that  she  hath  chosen  such  a 
messenger." 

"  Oh,  keep  your  belief^"  said  Nectabanus,  turning 
round  as  if  to  leave  the  platform;  "it  is  little  to  me 
whether  you  be  traitor  or  true  man  to  this  royal  lady 
—so  fare  thee  well." 

"  Stay,  stay— I  entreat  you  stay,"  said  Sir  Kenneth ; 
'  answer  me  but  one  oiiestion— Is  the  lady  who  sent 
Jiee  near  to  this  placer' 

"  What  signifies  it  ?"  said  the  dwarf; "  ought  fidelity 
to  reckon  furlongs,  or  miles,  or  leagues— like  the  poor 
courier,  who  is  paid  for  his  labour  by  the  distance 
which  he  traverses')  Nevertheless,  thou  soul  of  sus- 
picion, I  tell  thee,  the  fair  owner  of  the  ring,  now  sent 
to  so  unworthy  a  vassal,  in  whom  there  is  neither 
truth  nor  courage,  is  not  more  distant  from  this  place, 
Jian  this  arblast  can  send  a  bolt." 

The  knif^ht  gazed  again  on  the  ring,  as  if  to  ascor- 
.ain  that  there  was  no  possible  falsehood  in  the  token. 
—"Tell  me,"  he  said  to  the  dwarf,  "is  my  presence 
?enuirt«l  for  any  length  of  time?" 

^  Time  I"  answered  Nectabanus,  in  his  flighty  man- 
ner ;  "  what  call  you  time?  I  see  it  not— I  feel  it  not 
*^t  is  but  a  shadowy  name— a  succes<«ion  of  breath- 
mgs  measure!  f(»rth  by  night  by  the  clank  of  a  bell, 
by  day  by  a  shadow  crossing  along  a  dial-stone. 
KnoWst  thou  not  a  true  knight  s  time  should  only  be 
reckoned  by  the  deeds  that  ho  perforins  in  behalf  of 
God  and  his  lady?" 

"  The  words  of  tniih,  though  in  the  mouth  of  folly," 
said  the  knight.  "  And  doth  rny  lady  really  summon 
me  to  some  deed  of  action,  in  her  name  and  for  her 
sake  7— and  may  it  not  be  postponed  for  even  the  few 
hours  till  daybreak?" 

"She  requires  thy  presence  instantly,"  said  the 
dwarf,  "and  without  the  loss  of  so  much  time  as 
would  be  told  by  ten  grains  of  the  sand-dqss— 
Hearken,  thou  cold-blooded  and  suspicious  knight, 
these  are  h«r  very  words— Tell  him,  that  the  hand 
which  dropp>ed  roses  can  bestow  laurels." 

This  allusion  to  their  meeting  in  the  chapel  of  Rn- 
gaddi,  sent  a  thousand  recollections  through  Sir  Ken- 
neth's brain,  and  convinced  him  that  the  message 
delivered  by  the  dwarf  was  genuine.  The  rose-buds, 
withered  as  they  were,  were  still  treasured  under  his 
niirass,  and  ncaretjt  to  bis  heart  He  paused,  and 
coold  not  resolve  to  forego  an  opportunity— the  only 
one  which  might  ever  offer,  to  gain  grace  in  her  eyes, 
whom  he  had  installed  as  sovereign  of  his  affections. 
The  dwarf,  in  the  mean  time,  augmented  his  confusion 
by  insisting  either  that  he  must  return  the  ring,  or  in- 
stantly attend  him. 

"  Hold,  hold,  yet  a  moment  hold,"  said  the  knight, 
and  proceeded  to  mutter  to  himself— "Am  I  either  the 
subject  or  slave  of  King  Richanl,  more  than  as  a  free 
knight  sworn  to  the  service  of  the  Crusade?  And 
whom  have  I  come  hither  to  honour  with  lanoe 


and  swoni  7    Our  lioly  cause  and  my  tnuiscendtol 
ladv?" 

*  The  rin«,  the  rim;!"  cxrlaimcd  the  dwarf,  impa- 
tiently; "fuii^L'  and  slothful  knight,  return  the  rins, 
which  thou  art  unwi>rtliy  lo  touch  or  lo  look  upon. 

/'  A  momt-nt,  a  moment,  g'Mxl  Nectabanu^"  said 
Sir  Kenneth;  "disturi)  not  my  thoughts.— what  if 
the  Sarn(*ens  were  just  now  to  attack  our  lines? 
Should  I  stay  her^  like  a  sworn  vassal  of  England, 
watching  thnt  her  kill's  pride  sufTend  no  huniilia- 
tion ;  or  should  1  speed  to  the  breach,  and  fizht  for  tits 
Cross  /—To  the  breach,  assuredly;  and  next  to  tbe 
cause  of  God,  ciime  the  commands  of  my  liegt  lady- 
And  yet,  Ca»ur*ir>  Lion's  liehest — my  own  promise!— 
.Veotabanus,  I  conjure  th«^  once  more  to  say,  areyoa 
to  conduct  me  far  from  hence  7" 

"  Hut  to  vMider  pavilion ;  and,  since >'Ou  rmist needf 
know,"  refiliid  Nectabanus,  "the moon  isglimmenu 
on  the  gilded  ball  which  crowns  its  roof^  and  wkia 
b  worth  a  king's  ransom." 

"  I  ran  return  in  an  instant"  said  the  knight, shut' 
ting  his  eves  des|)erately  to  all  farther  consequencMi 
"  I  can  hear  from  thence  the  bay  of  my  dog,  if  any 
one  approacrhes  thn  standard- 1  will  throw  myself  at 
my  lady's  fe»?t,  and  pray  her  leave  to  return  to  con- 
clude my  watch.— Hen*,  Roswal,"  (calling  his  houa^ 
and  throwing  down  Ins  mantle  by  the  side  of  the 
standard-speur,)  "  watch  tliou  here,  and  let  no  one 
approach.' 

The  majestic  dog  looked  in  his  master's  ftee,  isif 
to  be  sure  that  he  understood  his  charx^,  then  ■! 
down  bf^side  the  mantle,  with  cars  er^ct  and  hod 
raised,  Uke  a  sentinel,  understnndinz  pcrfeedy  tht 
purpose  for  which  he  was  stationed  there. 

"Come  now.  good  Nectabanus." said  the  knight,  "Is! 
ns  hasten  to  obey  the  commands  thou  hast  hrougfat" 
"Haste  he  that  wilL"  said  tlic  dwarf;  sullenly; 
"  thou  hast  not  been  in  haste  to  obey  my  summonii 
nor  can  I  wtdk  fast  enough  to  follow  your  long 
strides— you  do  not  walk  like  a  man,  but  boond  Eis 
an  ostrich  in  the  desiTt." 

There  were  but  two  ways  of  conquering  the  obiii- 
nacy  of  Ne<rtabanus,  who,  os  he  spoke,  diminished 
his  walk  int(»  a  snail  pace.  For  bribf^s  Sir  Kenixib 
had  no  means— for  soothing  no  tune ;  so  in  his  its- 
patience  he  snatched  the  dwarf  up  from  the  groin»t 
and  bearing  him  along,  notwithstanding  his  enimtiei 
and  his  fear,  reached  nearly  to  the  pavilion  pointed 
out  as  that  of  the  Cluc^>n.  In  approaching  it,  how- 
ever^ the  Scot  observed  there  was  a  small  guard  of 
soldiers  silting  on  the  ground,  who  had  bei.*n  con- 
cealed from  him  by  the  intervening  tents.  Wonde^ 
ing  that  the  clash  of  his  own  armour  had  not  yet 
attracted  their  attention,  and  supposing  that  bit 
motions  might  on  the  present  occasion,  require  to 
be  conducted  with  secrecy,  he  placixi  the  little  pant- 
ing guide  upon  the  ground  to  recover  his  breath,  and 
point  out  what  was  next  to  be  done.  Nect^banos 
was  both  frightened  and  an^ry;  but  he  had  felt 
himself  as  completely  in  the  power  of  the  robust 
knight  ns  an  owl  in  the  claws  of  an  eogte.  and  there- 
fore cured  not  to  provoke  him  to  any  farther  display 
of  his  strength. 

He  made  no  comploinfs,  therefore,  of  the  usaga 
he  had  received,  but  turning  amongst  the  labyrintn 
of  tents,  he  led  the  kni^^ht  in  silence  to  the  opposite 
side  of  the  pa\nlion,  which  thus  screened  them  from 
the  observaticm  of  the  warders,  who  seemed  either 
I  H»  negligent  or  too  sleepy  to  discharge  their  duty 
Him  much  accuracy.  Amved  there,  the  dwarf  raised 
the  under  part  of  the  canvass  from  the  ground,  and 
made  signs  to  Sir  Kenneth  that  he  should  introduce 
himself  to  the  inside  of  the  tent  by  creeping  undff 
it.  The  knight  hesitated— there  seemed  an  inde- 
corum in  thus  privately  introducing  himself  into  a 
pavilion,  pitched,  doubtless,  for  the  accommodation 
of  noble  ladies ;  but  he  recalled  to  remembrance  the 
assured  tokens  which  the  dwarf  had  exhibited,  and 
concluded  that  it  was  not  for  him  to  dispute  his  hkdfg 
pleasure. 

He  stoopt  accordingly,  crept  beneath  the  canvaae 
enclosure  o£  the  tent,  and  heard  the  dwarf  whisper 
from  without,— "Remain  there  until  I  call  thee." 


xm.] 


THE  TAUSMAN. 


CHAPTER  XIII. 


Yon  talk  ofGarety  and  Innneenoel 
Th«  moment  when  Uip  fnUl  fruit  wm  raten, 
TlH*f  iKtrUHl  ne'er  to  meet  aimin :  and  Malion 
Hi«  ever  iimre  been  playmate  to  liirht  (inyrtf, 
Fnrni  tlic  f1r»l  moment  when  tite  iimilinir  infknt 
iWwtniyii  the  flowrer  or  butterfly  he  toys  with, 
To  tlic  last  chackle  of  tlie  dymr  niiMr, 
Who  o[i  hip  death  bed  laiMhs  his  laiit  to  hear 
Uia  wvaltliy  oeichbour  has  beoome  a  bankrupt. 

OUPIap. 

Sir  Keknbth  vtrb  Inft  for  flome  minutes  alone,  nnd 
I  darkness.  Here  was  another  interruption,  which 
uust  proIun;;hiHnb8once  from  his  post,  and  hebt*gan 
ilmiiet  to  repont  the  facility  with  which  he  had  been 
Diiuct<l  to  quit  it.  But  to  return  without  eecin^  the 
Lady  Edith,  was  now  not  to  be  thouuht  of.  He  had 
vnimiiiMl  a  breach  of  military  discipline,  and  was 
ieCeriuined  at  least  to  prove  the  reality  of  the  seduc- 
tive cxpt.Ttntions  whicn  had  tempted  him  to  do  so. 
Nnn  while,  his  situation  was  unpleasant  There 
WW  no  li^hi  to  show  him  into  what  sort  of  apart- 
Bxot  he  hnd  been  led— the  Lady  Edith  was  in  imnie- 
iktp  ottondnnce  on  the  Queen  of  England—and  the 
liimvi'ry  of  his  having  introduced  himself  thus  fur* 
lively  into  the  royal  pavilion,  might,  won*  it  disrov- 
nd,  lend  to  much  and  dangerous  suspicion.  While 
le  gave  way  to  the.<e  unpleasant  reflections,  and 
appn  almost  to  wish  that  he  could  achieve  his  retreat 
iQobsen'i.'d,  he  heard  a  noise  of  female  voirn«,  laugh- 
ig;  whittpr-ring.  and  speaking  in  an  adjoining  apart- 
Bent,  from  which,  as  the  sounds  gave  nim  rcasor  to 
itij^  he  (Hjuld  only  be  separated  ny  a  canvass  parti- 
oo.  Lamps  were  burning,  as  he  might  perceive  by 
ie  shadowy  light  which  extendq^  itself  e^-en  to  his 
iJe  of  the  veil  which  divided  the  tent,  and  he  could 
X  shade.s  of  several  figtures  sitting  and  moving  in  the 
Jjoining  npartment.  It  cannot  be  termed  dis(*ourtesy 
1  Sir  Ki-niKtli,  that,  situated  as  he  was,  he  overhenru 
conversation,  in  which  he  found  himself  deeply  in- 
vesifti. 

"Call  her -call  her,  for  Our  Lady's  sake,"  said  the 
sice  of  one  of  them  laughing  invisiltles.  "Necta- 
iniis,  thou  shah  be  made  amhussador  to  Prester 
shnV  court,  to  show  them  how  wisely  thou  canst 
scfaarge  tlu^e  of  a  mission." 
The  shrill  tone  of  the  dwarf  was  heard,  yet  so  much 
ibdu<  d,  that  Sir  Kenneth  could  not  iinderstand  what 
Bfakl,  except  that  he  spoke  somethingof  the  means 
r merriment  given  to  the  guard. 
"But  how  snail  we  rid  us  of  the  spirit  which  Nec- 
ibanus  hath  raised,  mv  maidens?" 
"Hear  me,  n»yai  madam."  sakJ  another  voice;  "if 
lesage  and  primely  Nrctabanus  lie  not  over-jealous 
r  his  most  transcendent  bride  and  empress,  let  us 
md  her  to  get  us  rid  of  this  insolent  knight-errant, 
"ho  ran  be  so  easily  persuaded  that  hich-bom  dames 
lay  ni'L-d  the  use  or  his  insolent  and  overweening 
■lour." 

"It  were  but  justice,  methinks,"  replied  another, 
that  the  Princess  Guenever  should  dismiss,  by  her 
Mirteity,  him,  whom  her  husband's  wisdom  has  been 
ble  to  entice  hither." 

Siniek  to  the  heart  with  shame  and  resentment  at 
-hat  he  had  lieani.  Sir  Kenneth  was  about  to  attempt 
IS  tfsi'ane  from  the  tent  at  all  hazards,  when  what 
rfiowod  arrested  his  purpose. 
"Nay,  trulv,"  said  the  first  speaker,  "our  cousin 
idith  must  nrst  learn  how  this  vaunted  wight  hath 
onducted  himself,  and  we  must  reserve  the  power 
f  gi%-ing  her  ocular  proof  that  he  hath  failed  in  his 
uty.  It  may  be  a  lesson  will  do  {;ood  upon  her ;  for, 
redit  me,  Calista,  I  have  sometimes  thought  she  has 
!t  this  northern  adventurer  sit  nearer  her  ncart  than 
rudenrc  would  sanation." 

One  of  the  other  voices  was  then  heard  to  mutttT 
onifihing  of  theLndv  Edith's  pnid.  nee  and  wisdom. 
"PrudenNf,  wencHi  was  the  reply— "It  is  mere 
ridie,  and  the  desire  to  be  thouglit  more  rigkl  than 
ny  of  us.  Nay,  I  will  not  quit  rhy  advantage!.  Vou 
now  well,  that  wiien  she  has  us  at  fault,  no  one 
in,  in  a  civil  way,  lay  your  error  before  you  more 
reciselv  than  can  my  Lady  Edith— But  here  she 
wnes.'' 
A  fisuvBi  •>  if  eateriag  the  ■pwtineat,  cait  upon 


the  partition  a  shade,  which  elided  along  slowly  until 
it  mixed  with  those  which  already  clouded  it.  Dot- 
pite  of  the  bitter  disa^ipointment  which  he  had  expe- 
rienced—despite the  insult  and  injury  with  which  it 
aeomed  he  had  been  visited  by  the  malice,  or,  at  best, 
by  the  idle  humour  of  Queen  Herengaria,  (for  he  al- 
ready concluded  that  she  who  si)oke  loudest,  and  in  & 
commanding  lone,  was  the  wife  of  Richard,)  the 
knight  felt  something  so  soothing  to  his  feelings  in 
learning  that  Kd'nh  had  bet>n  no  partner  to  the  fraud 
practised  on  him,  and  so  interesting  to  his  curiosity  in 
the  scene  which  was  aljout  to  tnke  place,  that,  in- 
stead of  prosecuting  his  more  prudent  purpose  of  an 
instant  retreat,  he  looked  anxiousfy,  on  the  contrary, 
for  some  rent  or  crtivice,  by  means  of  which  he  might 
be  made  eye  as  well  as  ear-witness  to  what  was  to  go 
forwanl. 

"  Surely,"  said  he  to  himself,  "  the  Queen,  who  hath 
been  pleased  for  an  iille  fmlic  to  endanger  my  reputa- 
tion, and  perhaps  my  life,  cannot  complain  if]  avail 
myself  of  the  cnance  which  fortune  seems  willing  to 
afford  me,  to  obtain  knowledge,  of  her  iiirther  inten- 
tions.'* 

It  seemed,  in  the  mean  while,  as  if  Edith  were 
waiting  for  the  commands  of  the  Queen,  and  as  if 
the  other  were  reluctant  to  sneak,  for  fear  of  being 
unable  to  command  her  laugnter,  and  that  of  her 
companions;  for  Sir  Kenneth  could  only  distinguish 
a  sound  as  of  suppress(>d  tittering  and  merriment. 

"Your  Majestv,"  said  Edith,  at  last,  "seems  in 
a  merry  mood,  though,  methinks.  the  hour  of  night 
prompts  a  sli.>epy  one.  I  was  well  disposed  betlward, 
when  I  had  your  Maj<>sty's commands  to  attend  you." 

"I  will  not  long  delav  you,  cousin,  from  your  re- 
pose," said  the  Queen ;  '^  though  I  fear  you  will  sleep 
less  soundly  when  1  tell  you  your  waiser  is  lost." 

"  Nay,  royal  madam,"  saici  Etiith,  "  this,  surely,  is 
dwelling  on  a  jrst  which  has  rather  l>een  worn  out. 
I  laid  no  wagerj  however  it  was  your  Majesty's  plea- 
sure to  suppose,  or  to  ins^ist^  that!  did  so.^' 

"Nay,  now,  despite  our  pilgrimage,  Satan  is  strong 
with  you,  my  gentle  cousin,  and  prompts  thee  to  leas- 
ing. Onn  you  deny  that  you  gaged  vour  ruby  rinff 
against  my  golden  bracelet,  that  yonder  Knight  of 
the  Libbard,  or  how  call  you  him,  could  not  bo 
seduced  from  his  post  ?" 

"  Your  Majesty  is  too  great  for  me  to  gainsay  yon." 
replit.>d  Edith ;  "  but  these  ladws  can,  if  they  will, 
bear  me  witness,  that  it  was  your  Highness  who  pro- 
posed such  a  wager,  and  took  the  ring  from  par 
finger,  even  while  I  was  declaring  that  I  did  not  think 
it  maidenly  to  gage  any  thing  on  such  a  subject.'* 

"Nay,  but,  my  Lady  Edith,"  sakf  another  voice, 
"  you  nnist  needs  grant,  under  your  favour,  that  you 
expressed  yourself  very  confident  of  the  valour  of 
that  same  knight  of  the  I^>jKiId." 

"And  if  I  did,  minion,"  soid  Edith,  angrily  "is  that 
a  good  reason  why  thou  shoiildst  put  in  thy  word  to 
flatter  her  Majesty's  humour?  I  spoke  of  that  knight 
but  as  all  men  speak  who  have  Fei>n  him  in  thii  field, 
and  had  no  more  interest  in  defending  than  thou  in 
detracting  from  him.  In  a  camp,  what  can  women 
speak  of  save  soldiers  nnd  deeds  of  arms  ?" 

"The  noble  Lady  Edith,"  said  a  third  voice,  "hath 
never  forgiven  Cnlisra  and  me,  since  we  told  your  Ma- 
jesty that  shedropfM-d  two  rose-buds  in  the  chapel." 

"If  your  .Majesty,"  said  F^lith,  in  a  tone  which  Sir 
Kenneth  could  jutfge  to  l>e  that  of  ren>ectful  remon- 
strance, "have  no  other  commands  for  me  than  to 
hear  the  gilN's  of  your  waiting-women,  I  must  cniTo 
your  permission  to  withdraw?' 

"  Silence,  Florise,"  said  the  Queen,  "and  let  not 
our  indulgence  lead  you  to  forget  the  difference  be- 
twixt yours(>lf  and  the  kinswoman  of  England.^ 
But  you,  my  dear  coii.«<in,"  she  continued,  Rsumins 
her  tone  of  raillery,  "  how  can  you,  who  are  so  g(Nxl- 
na lured,  begnidge  us  p^ior  wretches  a  few  minutes' 
laughing,  when  we  have  hnd  so  many  days  devoted 
to  w(!epmg  and  gnoshing  of  teeth  ?" 

"Gmit  be  your  mirth,  royal  lady,"  said  Edith  t 
"yet  would  I  i>f>  content  not  to  smile  for  the  rest  ? 
my  life,  rather  than" 


She  stopped,  apparently  out  of  respect;  hut  Sir 
Kenneth  could  hear  that  she  was  in  much  agiuiion 
84» 


TALES  OP  THE  CRnSADERS. 


COhat.  XBL 


**  Forffive  me,**  said  Beren{{arii,  a  thoua^tletM  biit 
Eooii-hufnoureil  prince«»  of  the  Hoiine  of  Xavarre,— 

but  what  is  ilic  ercot  offi'nce  afler  all  7  A  youriK 
kni;^!il  has  bt^n  wiled  hi(hfr--hnfl  fltolcn  -or  has 
bMn  Ntden^fmiii  Win  riopt,  which  imoth*  will  diKturh 
iu  liin  nlxM-nne,  for  tiu'  snkr  of  a  fair  Indy ;  for,  to  do 
vour  champion  jusli**"',  swret  one,  the  windom  of 
Necmhanus  could  conjure  him  hither  in  no  name  but 
yours." 

"Clrariona  Heaven!  your  Mnieaty  does  not  aajr 
no?*'  Huid  F^dith,  in  a  voice  of  iilcirm  quite  difTcrcnt 
fnmi  ihc  a^tation  Mie  hnd  pr(>viou*(ly  cvinoeil,— *' you 
cannot  »'.\y  fo,  iroiiHintcnily  with  re^KTt  for  your  own 
honour,  and  for  mhic,  yi>ur  hurtbaml  k  kinswoman  !~ 
8ay  you  were  joatinK  with  me,  my  royal  mistreiis^  and 
forgive  me  that  I  could,  even  for  a  moment,  think  it 
possible  vou  could  hv  in  earnest !'' 

"  The  Lady  Fldith,"  ^aid  thn  Quei'n.  in  a  di^pleaffcd 
tone  of  voice,  "regrets  tho  ring  wc  have  won  of  her. 
—We  will  restore  tlie  pled^re  to  you,  gentle  cousin, 
only  you  must  not  grudp;  us  in  turn  a  little  triumph 
over  the  wisdom  which  has  l>ven  so  often  spread 
over  us,  ns  a  banner  over  a  host." 

"A  triumph !"  exclaimed  Edith,  indi,^nantIy ;  "a 
triumph  I— the  triumpli  will  l>e  with  the  infidel,  when 
he  hears  that  the  Quifon  of  Rnuland  can  make  the 
reputation  of  her  husband's  kinswoman  the  subject 
ol  a  light  frolic." 

"  You  arc  angry,  fair  cousin,  at  losing  your  fa- 
vourite rinj?,"  snia  the  Queen— "Come,  since  you 
i^dge  to  pay  your  wager,  wc  will  renounce  our 
nfjht ;  it  was  your  name  and  that  pItKigc  brought  him 
hither,  and  we  care  not  for  the  bait  aflfT  the  fish  is 
caught." 

"Madam,"  replied  Edith,  impatiently,  "you  know 
well  that  your  Graee  rould  not  wish  for  nny  thing  of 
mine  but  it  becomes  instantly  yours,  liut  1  would 
ffivc  a  bushel  of  rubies  ere  ring  or  nnnie  of  mine  had 
been  ustxl  to  bring  a  brave  man  into  a  fault,  ami  iter- 
haps  to  dif^raco  and  punishment." 

O.  it  is  for  the  safety  of  our  tnie  knight  that  we 
lear  ?  said  the  Ciuf<?n.  You  rate  our  p«|wer  too  low, 
fair  cousin,  when  you  sp^uk  of  a  life  bfing  lost  for  a 
fndlc  of  ours.  0,'riadv  Edith,  others  hnve  inlluence 
on  the  iron  breasts  ofwiirriors  as  well  as  you— the 
henrt  even  of  a  lion  is  made  of  tlesh,  not  of  stone: 
and,  bfdieve  me,  I  have  interest  enough  witli  Rifhard 
to  save  this  knight,  in  who>^e  fnte  Lady  Echth  is  so 
deeply  roncermtJ,  from  the  penalty  of  disobeying  his 
xuynl  commands." 

''  For  the  love  of  the  blessed  Cro8^  most  royal 
]ady,"  said  Edith -and  Sir  Kenneth,  with  fi-eliiigs 
which  it  were  hard  to  unravel,  heard  her  prostrate 
herself  at  the  Queen's  feet,— "for  the  love  of  «>nr 
ble:<sed  Lady,  and  of  every  holy  siiint  in  tho  calendar, 
beware  what  yon  do!  You  know  not  King  Richard 
—you  have  been  but  shordy  wiilded  to  him --your 
breath  might  as  well  combat  liir  west  wind  when  it 
is  wildest,  as  your  words  p(  rsuade  my  royal  kinsman 
to  panlon  a  military  ofK-uce.  Oh !  for  Ooii's  sak«>, 
dismiss  this  geniloman,  if  inde<>d  you  have  lurul  him 
hither!  I  could  almost  \>e  content  to  nst  with  the 
shame  of  having  invitinJ,  him,  did  I  know  that  ho  was 
relumed  again  where  his  dutv  calls  him !" 

"Arise,  cousin,_arise,"  said  Queen  nereiigaria,  "  and 
bo  assured  all  will  be  better  than  you  think.  Rise, 
dear  Edith ;  I  am  sfjrry  I  have  played  my  foolcr>'  with 
a  knight  in  whom  vou  take  such  deep  interest— Nay, 
wrin^  not  thy  hanus— I  will  bi.lieve  thou  rarest  not 
for  hmi— believe  any  thing  rather  than  sec  thee  look 
80  wretchedly  miserable— I  tell  thco  I  will  take  the 
blame  on  myself  with  King  Richard  in  behalf  of  thy 
fair  northern  friend— thine  acquaintance,  I  would  say, 
since  thou  own'st  him  not  as  a  friend.— Nay,  loo& 
not  so  n'prOBchfully- We  will  send  Neetabanus  to 
dismiss  this  Knight  of  the  Standard  to  his  post ;  and 
wc  ourselves  will  ^aco  him  on  some  future  day,  to 
make  amends  for  his  wild-goose  chase.  He  is,  I  war- 
rant, but  lying  perdue  in  some  neighliouring  tent." 

, "  By  my  crown  of  lilies,  and  my  sireptrc  of  a  spe- 
cially good  water-reed,"  said  Ncctcbanus.  "  your  Ma- 
jesty is  mistaken— he  is  nearer  at  hand  than  you  wot 
'-  he  lieth  ensconced  there  behind  that  canvass  par- 
titioa 


here  Mr  nennetn  wos  uiscKMea  lovmr 
ent  of  the  ample  pavilion,  now  no  iooHB 
U1I  that  in  which  they  stood.  Them 
I  of  the  Lady  Edith,  as  well  as  the  aup 


"  And  within  hearing  of  rach  word  we  ha^  said  T* 
exrl aimed  the  Queen,  in  her  turn  ▼iolently  sarprined 
iitid  agitated— "Out.  monster  of  folly  and  maliirnitj  f^ 

Ah  she  uttrn>d  these  words,  Neciabarraa  fled  from 
the  pavilion  with  a  yell  of  soch  a  nature,  as  leaves  it 
still  doubifu)  whether  Rerengaria  had  c«>nfined  her  re- 
buke lo  words,  or  added  some  more  emphatic  ei- 
prrssitm  of  her  displeasure. 

"  What  can  flow  be  done  ?*'  said  thi^  Queen  to  Edith, 
in  n  whisper  of  undisguised  uneasiness. 

"That  which  must,"  said  Ediih  firmly.  **We 
nmst  see  this  grntleinan,  and  place  ourselves  in  fail 
mrrcy." 

So  saying,  she  began  hastity  to  undo  a  cortiin, 
I  which  at  one  place  covered  an  entrance  or  oommmii- 
cation. 

"  P«»r  Heaven's  sake,  forbear— consider,"  sakl  tfas 
Qiiet^n.  "my  apartment— our  dress— tlie  bourHny 
honour  r* 

But  ere  she  could  detail  her  remonstranoes,  thecv 
tain  lell,  and  there  was  no  division  any  lorwrr  behrixt 
the  armed  knight  and  the  party  of  ladies.  The  warmth 
of  an  Ea.stem  night  occasioned  thenndrfasofQaen 
Berenfifaria  and  her  household  to  be  rather  more  tish 
pie  and  unstudied  than  their  station,  and  thepieseaoi 
of  a  male  spectator  of  rank,  required.  Tliis  the  Qomb 
remembitred,  and  with  a  loud  shriek  fled  fnmi  ifae 
apartment  where  Sir  Kenneth  was  disck)sed  tovinr 
in  a  <H)pBrtnient  c '  * 
separated  from 

and  agitation  of  .... ,  ,  __       -. . 

interest  she  felt  in  a  hasty  explanation  with  the  Sru(> 
tish  knight,  perhaps  ocrasionca  her  forgetting  tbil 
her  locks  were  more  dishevelled,  and  her  peisun  )m 
ht^fully  covered,  than  was  tlie  wont  of  high-bon 
damw'Is,  in  an  age  which  was  not,  after  all,  the  moB 
prudish  or  scrupulous  period  of  the  ancient  time.  A 
thin  loos«>  garment  of  pink-coloured  silk  made  the 
principal  nart  of  her  vestments,  with  Oriental  slippo^ 
into  whirn  she  had  husiily  thrust  her  bare  feet,  audi 
scarf  hurriedly  and  loosely  thrown  about  her  shod 
ders.  Her  head  had  no  other  coverins  than  the  id 
of  rich  and  dishevelled  locks  falling  round  it  on  evm 
side,  that  half  hid  a  countenance,  which  a  dhosm 
sense  of  modesty,  and  of  resentment,  and  other  inqt 
and  agitating  fitelings  had  covered  with  crimson. 

Kui  aUhou:;h  F^Iiih  felt  her  situatran  with  all  tkrt 
dehcairy  whiih  is  her  st^x's  greatest  charm,  it  did  dM 
seem  that  for  n  moment  she  pintred  her  own  basbfal* 
ness  in  eomparison  with  the  duty,  which,  as  nhi 
thought,  she  owed  to  him,  who  had  been  led  itits 
error  and  d.fnger  on  her  account.  She  drew,  indeed, 
her  scarf  itiorc  closely  over  Iter  neck  and  bosom,  ana 
she  hastily  laid  from  iter  hand  a  lamp,  which  shed  W 
much  lustre  over  her  figure;  but  while  Sir  Eeniwdi 
sioixl  motionless  on  the  same  spot  in  which  hewH 
first  disfovea'd,  she  rather  stepfied  towards  than  re 
tinvl  fnim  him,  ns  she  cxelaimt>d.  "Hasten  ti>  yoir 
p<K«t.  valiant  knight !— you  arc  deceived  in  being  train 
ed  hither— ask  no  qwsticms." 

"  I  need  ask  none,"  said  the  knight,  sinking  opoi 
OTIC  knee,  with  the  reverential  devotion  of  a  saint  it 
the  altar,  and  bending  his  eyes  on  the  ground,  lathii 
looks  sliould  increase  the  lady's  embarrassmenL 

"Have  you  heard  all?"  said  Ediih,  impatientlr" 
"  Gracious  saints!  then  wheivforo  wait  you  here,  wmq 
each  minute  that  passes  is  loaded  with  dishonour  T' 

*'I  have  heani  that  I  am  dislionoured,  lady,  and  I 
have  honnl  it  from  you,"  answered  Kenneth.  What 
reck  I  how  soon  punishment  follows  7  I  have  bu* 
one  pt'tition  to  you,  and  then  I  seek,  among  thesabras 
of  the  inikJels,  whether  dishonour  may  not  be  washed 
out  with  blood." 

"Do  not  so,  neither,"  said  the  lady.  "Bewisfr- 
dally  not  hero— all  may  yet  be  well,  if  you  will  but  vm 
despatch." 

"I  wait  but  for  your  forgiveness,"  said  the  knub^ 
still  kneeling^  "for  mv  prcsuntption  in  beliering  tut 
my  poor  services  could  have  been  required  or  miad 
by  vou." 

"I  do  forgive  you— O,  I  have  nothing  to  forsivsM 
have  l)een  the  means  of  injuring  you— But  O;  bq^oMl 
—I  will  forgive— I  will  value  yon— that  is,  as  I  vtlM 
every  brave  Crusader— if  you  will  but  botoos!" 


HAP.  XTV.I 


THE  TAUSMAN. 


"Receive,  first,  this  pre<^ions  vpt  fatal  pledge,"  said 
the  kniffht  tendering  the  ring  toluiiih  who  now  show- 
ed ffositurcs  of  inipatieniY. 

''Oh,,  no.  no,"  she  paid  declininu  to  receive  it.— 
"Keen  ii— keep  it  b»  a  mark  of  my  regard— my  rejjrei, 
I  would  say.    O  bcgiiiie,  if  not  fur  your  own  sake,  for ' 
iiiin*^r' 

AlmoRt  recompensed  for  the  low  even  of  honour, 
which  her  voire  had  denounced  to  him,  hy  the  in- 
terest which  she  seemed  to  testify  in  his  safety,  Sir 
Kenneth  rose  frnm  his  knee,  iind  casting  a  moment- 
ary slance  on  R4lith,  bowed  low  and  seemed  about 
to  withdraw.  At  the  same  instant,  that  maidenly 
bashfulne^s,  which  the  energy  of  Edith's  feehngs 
had  till  then  triumphed  over,  bit-ame  conqrieror  m 
its  turn,  and  she  hasfen(>d  from  the  apartment,  extin- 

Kishing  her  lamp  as  she  went,  and  leaving,  in  Sir 
■nneth's  thoughts,  both  mental  and  natural  gloom 
behind  her. 

She  must  Ite  obeyed,  was  the  first  distinct  idea 
which  waked  him  from  his  reverie,  and  he  hastened 
to  the  place  by  which  he  liad  entered  the  pavilion. 
To  pass  under  the  canvass  in  the  manner  he  had  en- 
tere(|,  n-quired  time  and  attention,  and  he  made  a 
rendicr  ap«'rture  by  slitting  the  canvass  wall  with  his 
lioniani.  When  in  the  free  air,  he  felt  rather  stupified 
ind  overpowered  bv  a  conflict  of  wMisations,  than 
ible  to  ascertain  what  was  the  real  import  of  the 
vhole.    Ho  was  obliged  to  spur  himself  to  action,^  h 


discharging  the  duty  which  his  master  had  beea 
seduced  to  abandon.  He  caressed  the  dying  animal, 
who  faithful  to  the  last,  seemed  to  foiget  his  own 
pain  in  the  satisfaction  he  received  from  nis  master's 

Rrcsence,  and  continued  wagging  his  tail  and  licking 
is  hand,  even  whik?  by  low  moanings  he  expressed 
that  his  agonv  was  increased  by  the  attempts  which 
Sir  Kenneth  made  to  withdraw  from  the  wound  the 
fragment  of  the.  lance,  or  Javelin,  with  which  it  had 
been  inflicted;  then  rraoubfed  his  feeble  endearments, 
aa  if  fearing  he  had  oflcnded  his  master  hy  showing 
a  sense  of  the  pain  to  which  his  interfen^nce  had  sub- 
jected him.  There  was  something  in  the  display  of 
the  dying  creature's  attachment,  which  mixtil  as  a 
bitter  ingredient  with  the  sense  of  disgrace  and  deso- 
lation hy  which  Sir  Kenneth  was  oppn.sscd.  His 
onlv  friend  sef'med  removed  from  him,  jusl  when  he 
had  incurred  the  contempt  and  halrnl  of  all  besides. 
The  knight's  strength  of  mind  gave  way  to  a  burst  ot 
agonized  distress,  and  he  groaned  and  wept  aloud. 

While  he  thus  indulged  hw  grief,  a  dear  and  solemn 
voice,  close  beside  him,  pronouncetl  these  words  in 
the  sonorous  tone  of  the  Readers  of  the  mosque,  and 
in  the  lingua  Franca,  mutually  understood  by  Chris- 
tians and  Saracens  :— 

"Adversity  is  like  the  period  of  the  former  and  of 
the  hitter  rain,— cild,  comfortless,  unfriend Iv  to  men 
and  to  animals :  m  from  that  season  have  their  birth 
the  flower  and  the  fruit,  the  date,  the  rose,  and  the 


I'tion,  by  1  1 
nemllcrting  that  the  commands  <»f  the  Lady  Edith  i  pomegranate." 
!iad  rrqiiired  haste.  Even  then,  engaged  as  he  was  j  Sir  Keimeth  of  the  Leopard  turned  towards  the 
amongst  tent-ropes  and  tents,  he  was  comiK^lUxl  to  I  speaker,  and  beheld  the  Arabian  physician,  who.  ap- 
Dfiove  with  caution  until  he  should  rt^in  the  oath  or  j  piroaching  unheard,  had  seated  him.self  a  little  l)ehind 
ivenuc,  aside  from  which  the  dwarf  had  h-d  him,  in  ;  him  cross- leggeii,  and  uttered  with  gravity,  yet  not 
irdrr  to  escape  thi*  obsr!rvation  of  the  guards  before  without  a  Kmeof  sympathy,  the  moral  sentenciMi  of 
the  Qiu«n*s  pavilion;  and  he  was  ohligM  also  to  i  consolation  with  which  thi* Koran  and  its conimenta- 
move  slowly,  and  with  precaution,  to  avoid  giving  an  I  tors  supplied  him ;  for,  in  the  Fast,  wisdom  is  held 
ilarm,  either  by  falling  or  by  the  clashing  of  his  i  to  consist,  less  in  a  display  of  the  sage's  own  invcn- 


irmour.  A  thin  cloud  had  obscnreii  the  moon,  loo,  at 
the  very  instant  of  his  leaving  the  tent,  and  Sir  Ken- 
neth had  to  8tnig;r1e  with  this  inconvenience  at  a 
moment  when  the  dixziness  of  his  head,  aiMi  the  ful- 
Desa  of  his  heart,  scari*c  left  bun  poweiB  of  intelligence 
uflRcient  to  direct  his  motions. 

But  at  once  sounds  came  ui)on  his  ear,  which  in- 
Ptantly  recalled  him  to  the  full  cnergv'of  his  faculties. 
These  pp»ceeded  fn»m  the  Mount  of  Saint  George. 
He  heard  first  a  sincle  fierce,  angr>'.  and  savage  bark, 
which  was  immediately  followi>d  by  a  yell  of  agony. 
Vo  div^r  ever  l>ounded  with  a  wilder  start  at  the  voire 


tive  talents,  than  in  his  n-ady  niemor>',  and  happy 
application  of,  and  n^ferencc  to,  ''tluit  wliich  la 
written." 

Ashamed  at  being  surprise<}  in  a  womanlike  ex- 
pression of  sorrow,  Sir  Kenneth  dashed  his  tears  in- 
di{?nantiy  aside,  and  again  bnsiad  himself  with  his 
dying  favourite. 

"The  |M»ei  hath  said,"  continaed  the  Arab,  without 
noticing  the  knight's  averted  looks  and  sullen  deport- 
ment-" the  ox  for  the  field  and  the  camel  for  the 
desert.  W«tc  not  the  hand  of  the  li'ech  fitter  than 
that  of  the  soldier  to  cure  wounds,  though  less  able 
to  inflict  thetn  ?" 

"This  patient.  Hakim,  n  bejrond  thy  help,"  said 
Sir  Kenneth  ;  "  and,  besidesi,  he  i%  by  thy  law  an  un- 


af  Ri>Hwal,  than  did  Sir  Kenneth  at  what  he  feared 
was  the  death-rr>-  of  that  noble  hound,  from  whom 
no  ordinary'  injury  could  have  extracted  even  the  , 
ulishtesi  acknowledgment  of  pnin.  He  surmounteii  clean  animal." 
the  space  which  divided  him  from  the  avenue,  and,  '  "Where  Allah  hath  deigned  to  l>estow  life,  and  a 
baving  attained  it,  beiran  to  run  towanls  the  mount,  i  sense  of  pain  and  pleasure,"  said  the  physician,  "it 
ilthoii^h  loaded  with  his  mail,  fanier  than  most  men  i  were  sinful  pride  should  the  sage,  whom  he  has  en- 
could  have  accf>mpanie<I  him  even  if  unarmed,  relaxeil  lightened,  refuse  to  pmlutig  existtmce,  or  assuage 
aot  his  pace  for  the  steep  sides  of  the  artificial  mound,  !  agony.  To  the  sage,  the  cure  of  a  miserable  gnwm, 
ind  in  a  few  minutes  stood  on  the  platform  upon  its  i  of  a  poor  doer,  and  of  a  conquering  monarch,  are 
■tnimit.  I  events  of  little  distinctkm.    Let  me  examine  this 


The  moon  broke  forth  at  this  moment,  and  showed 
bim  that  the  standard  of  EnKland  was  vanished,  that 
the  spear  on  which  it  had  floated  lav  broken  on  the 
pound,  and  In^side  it  was  his  faithful  hound,  appa- 
rently in  the  agonies  of  death. 


CHAPTER  XIV. 

All  rtijr  Innf  arrMf  oftKHiour  iMt, 

HMip'rf  op  in  yiMith,  and  tinanlefi  up  (hr  ngp  I 

llBth  hnniiur'ii  fountiiin  then  Mirk'H  op  llir  Ntrrainl 

lie  Iwih-nnd  lio(>rmcb»xii  majr  iMiri'rnot  pana. 

And  c«Uier  prbblcHfrnm  llio  oaked  fvrd  !-/>>«  SrAes/iam. 


woimded  animal.' 

Sir  Kenneth  acceded  in  silence,  and  the  physician 
inspected  and  handled  Roswal's  wound  with  as  much 
cafe  and  attention  as  if  he  had  been  a  human  being. 
He  then  tiKik  forth  a  case  of  instruments,  and,  by  the 
judiciotis  and  skilful  application  of  pincers,  withdrew 
from  the  wounded  shomder  thjp  fragment  of  the  wea- 
pon, and  stopped  with  styptics  and  bandages  the 
efllision  of  blood  which  followed ;  the  cn>ature  all 
the  while  sufliritig  him  patiently  to  {terform  these 
kind  offices,  as  if  he  had  been  aware  of  hii  kind 
intrntions. 

"The  animal  mav  be  cured,"  said  El  Hakim,  ad- 
dressing hiinwif  lo  Sir  Kenneth,  "  if  you  will  j>ermit 
Aftek  a  torrent  of  afllictinc  sensation^,  by  which  :  me  to  earry  him  to  my  tent,  and  treat  him  with  the 
le  was  at  first  almost  stunned  and  confoundiMJ,  Sir-  care  which  the  noMeness  of  his  nature  desen'es.  For 
Kenneth's  first  thought  wa*  to  look  for  ihe  authors  of  know,  that  thy  servant  jIdonlM'c  ifi  no  less  skilful  in 
his  violation  of  the  English  bann«r:  hut  in  nodin-c-  the  rare  and  pedisree.  and  distinrtionsof  p(N>d  dogs 
ion  could  he  see  traces  of  them.  His  next,  which  to  and  of  noble  steetis,  than  in  the  diseasts  which  aflect 
lome  persons,  but  scare*'  to  any  who  hriv«'  made  inti- ,  the  human  race." 

nate  acrjuaintamvs  am<»ng  the  canine  r.ire,  may  ap- '      "  Take  him  with  you,"  said  the  knight.    "  I  l)esto«r 
lear  strange,  was  lo  examine  the  condition  of  his;  him  fin  voufn>ely  if  he  recovers.    1  owe  thee  a  n-ward 
■ithful  Ruswal,  mortally  wounded,  as  it  seemed,  in  i  fur  attLndancv  on  my  squire,  and  have  nothing  else  tu 
3B 
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Eay  it  wiih.    For  mysc^lf.— I  will  never  again  wind 
ueic,  or  halio)  to  bound !" 

Th«?  Arnbiriii  mnd;;  no  rj^plv,  hut  save  a  pij»n?il  with 
a  clapping  of  hi^  hnririH.  whit-h  wa:«  liizitHntly  nriswcr- 
ed  hv  thi;  app^'arntiiv  of  two  hlark  »lavt:«.  H"  jrivrj 
them  hi«  orders  in  Xralnr,  rt-'T-ivcd  the  answi-r,  ihnl 
"to  lu'ar  wn«  lo  olx.'V,"  wh-n,  taking  th<'  aniuiai  in 
thfjir  arm*,  thev  rotn^vil  him  wirhont  uuhU  n»»ist- 
anco  on  Iur  part ;  for  thiui;h  iiis  »jyc.s  turned  to  his 
masttir,  h^  \ia«  t-xi  wciik  to  strujri^lo. 

*•  Fare  ihco  wll,  l^>8wal,  tln/n,"  paid  Sir  K«'nn«?th, 
— '  faff  thc'i.'  Will,  my  Inst  and  only  friend— ihon  art 
too  noble  a  posprs^ion  to  U-  rctain«.Hl  bv  one  such  as 
I  must  in  fwti.iri.*  call  myj^df.  -I  would,"  hi.*  said,  as 
the  slaves  re  fiv<d.  "tint,  dyinrjj  as  he  is,  I  <^)ul«l  cx- 
chan;;f;  condilioMM  with  that  ti«»ble  animal !" 

*  It  is  written,"  answentl  the  Arabian,  althonj^h 
the  cxcluinati<)n  had  not  b*:en  addre«w<l  to  him, 
"  that  all  'Toaiun-s  arc  fashionttl  for  the  s«^rvico  of 
man;  and  tho  nn.«tiT  of  thtr  earth  sjn'aketli  frdly 
wh(?n  he  w  miM  i;xrhanj;o.  In  bin  impatienee,  his 
hopes  here  ami  to  come,  for  the  s<;mle  condition  of 
an  inferior  bein^." 

•'  A  do;5  who  dies  in  discharj^ini;  his  duty,"  said  the 
knight,  sternly,  "is  better  ilian  a  man  who  survives 
the  desertion  of  it.  Leave  mo,  Ilakim;  thou  hast, 
on  this  side  of  miracle,  the  most  wonderful  scienee 
which  man  evi>r  posserf-'e*!.  but  the  w^ounds  of  the 
apirit  are  beyond  thy  power. ' 

"  Not  if  thf!  patient  will  I'xplain  his  calamifv,  and 
bemiiiiwi  by  tiie  r)hy.*«ini'in,''  said  Adonlu'c  el  Ifakim. 

*  Know,  then,  said  Sir  ICenncih,  "since  thou  art 
BO  importunate,  that  last  ni;^dit  the  Banner  of  Enuland 
was  displayed  from  ibis  inound— I  was  its  apnointi-d 

ftuardian— mornins  is  now  bn-akinj;— there  lies  the 
>roken  banner-j»pear— the  standard  itself  is  lost— and 
here  sit  I  a  Hvini?  man!" 

"How!"  said  El  Hakim,  examininpr  him;  "thy 
armour  is  whole— there  is  no  bbiod  on  thy  weapons, 
and  report  speaks  thee  one  unlikely  to  return  thus 
from  fi^ht.— Thou  hast  been  trained  from  thy  post 
— ay,  irainwl  by  the  ro!?y  chf-ek  and  black  eye  of  one 
of  thosj  houris,  to  wboni  vou  ]S'azaren»'S  vow  rather 
Buch  service  a.<  is  tlue  to  Allah,  than  such  love  as  may 
lawfully  be  rendered  to  forms  of  elav  like  our  own. 
It  has  been  thus  assuredly;  for  so  bath  man  ever 
fallen,  even  simr-i  the  days  of  Hul.'an  Adam." 

"And  if  it  were  fcj,  piivsieian,"  said  Sir  Kenneth, 
sullenly,  "what  r.jm.vly  7" 

"Kiiowled;;e  is  the  parent  of  power,"  eaid  El 
Hakim,  "as  valour  sup'ilijw  streniiin.— Listen  to  me. 
Man  is  not  as  a  tn.Ts  bounti  to  one  epot  of  earth— nor 
is  ho  framed  t-)  eliuj;  l.>  one  bare  ruek,  like  the  scarce 
animafe.'l  tihell-fiyli.  Tbini*  own  <.'briHlian  writin;:H 
command  the.-,  when  persi-cuied  in  one  city,  to  fit-o 
to  another;  an  I  we  M  islem  also  know  that  M-»bam- 
n?ed,  the  IViph.t  of  Allah,  driven  forth  from  the  holy 
city  of  Mecca,  found  his  refuge  and  his  helpmates  at 
Medina." 

"And  what  di>ta  this  concern  me T'  said  the 
Scot.       » 

"  Much,"  answeretl  the  pbypi-vian.  "  Even  the 
Base  flies  the  tcmpe'»t  wiiieli  h.*' cannot  contnd.  Us*.- 
ih^'  speed,  lliori.fore.  and  tly  from  the  veti^'eance  of 
Richard  to  the  shadow  of  Saludin's  victorious  ban- 
ner." 

^"I  misht  indee*!  bide  my  di.-honour,"  said  Sir 
Kenneth,  ironieally,  "in  a  camp  of  infi«lel  heariiens 
where  the  very  pliras.-  is  u/iknown.  But  had  1  not 
lH5tt«;r  partake  more  fully  in  ilmr  reproai'h  1  Doca  not 
thy  advice  ntreieh  so  far  as  to  n^commend  me  to  take 
the  turban?— ^leihinks  I  want  bu:  jipostacy  to  coii- 
Kimmate  my  infamy." 

"lUasplieine  not,  Xtzarenc,"  said  the  physician, 
Plernly;  "  Saladm  nnikes  no  convins  lo  the  law  uf 
the  Prophet,  save  iho.s-i  on  whom  it.-*  preccjjts  shall 
Work  convi/^.iion.  Open  thine  eyes  to  the  Imht,  and 
the  •{reat  Soldan,  whose  liberality  is  as  bouniiless  as 
his  nower,  may  bestow  on  (bet:  a  kini;dum  ;  rein  lin 
blinded  if  thoii  wilt,  aiuU  bi.in;.;onc  who.-ie  s<cond  life 
isdooim??!  TO  mi.^erv,  Saladin  will  yef,  lor  this  span 
•;f  present  tune,  make  thoo  rich  and  happy.  Hut  fear 
not  that  thy  brows  shall  be  bound  with  the  turbao, 
Mve  at  ihino  own  free  cboico  " 


"  My  choice  were  rnther.'*  said  the  knight.  "  that 
my  writhen  featiin>s  should  blacken,  as  they  are  lika 
to  do.  in  this  evening's  .setting  sun." 

''  Vet  thou  art  inii  wl^M•,  Nazar'^ne,"  said  El  Hakitn, 
"to  reject  this  fair  ofll-r;  fr»r  1  have  ix>wer  with  Sala- 
din, and  can  rais^^  thot?  hi.i;h  in  his  ?racc.  Look  you, 
my  s«>n  — this  Crusade,  as  yrni  call  your  wild  enw- 
jiri.st.',  is  like  a  lari;e  dromond*  parting;  asunder  in  the 
waves.  Thou  thy.self  hast  borne  terms  of  truce  from 
the  Kin^s  and  Princes,  whose  force  is  here  assembled, 
to  the  niiubiy  Soldan.  and  knew'.st  not,  perchance, 
the  full  tenor  of  thine  own  errand." 

"I  knew  not.  and  I  care  not,"  vaid  the  knight,  im- 

ftariently ;  "wnat  avails  it  to  me  that  I  have  beenuf 
at"  the  envoy  of  nnncea,  when,  ere  night,  I  shall  be 
a  gibbeted  anddisn>»noured  (*orsi*?" 

"  .Nay,  1  speak  tliat  it  may  not  be  so  with  tb«v," 
said  the  physici'in.  "  Saladin  is  courted  on  all  matt; 
the  combined  Princes  of  this  lea^ie  fonnc^i  against 
him.  have  made  sueh  proposals  of  comitosition  aad 
i>eace,  as,  in  other  cinnimatanccs,  it  might  have 
lH>come  Ins  honour  to  have  granted  ro  them.  Othen 
have  made  private  oilers,  on  their  own  separate  ao 
c'Mint,  to  disjr)in  their  forces  frr>m  the  camp  tsf  the 
Kin'/s  of  Kran^istan,  and  even  to  lend  their  armiita 
the  d>  fence  of  the  standard  of  the  Prophet.  But 
Saladin  will  nut  be  served  by  such  treaehenMil  and 
inten.'sted  (I'^fti^iion.  The  Xin^  of  kinjys  will  trwt 
onlv  with  the  Lion  Kin:;.  Saladin  will  hold  treaty 
widi  none  but  the  Mtlecb Ric,  and  with  him  he  wiQ 
treat  like  a  prince,  or  tijjht  liki?  a  champion.  To 
RichanI  he  will  yieM  such  conditions  of  his  frw  lib- 
erality, as  the  swords  of  all  Europe  could  never  com- 
r*!  from  him  by  force  or  terror.  He  will  permit  i 
free  pil^rima^e  to  Jerusalem,  and  all  the  pi  aces  where 
the  Na/areiii's  list  to  worsnip;  nay,  he  will  so  fir 
share  even  his  empire  with  his  brother  Richard,  that 
he  will  allow  Christian  {Tarrisrjns  in  the  sixstrongeit 
e.itit's  of  Palestine,  and  one  in  Ji-rnsalcm  itself  and 
Hulier  them  to  be  under  the  immediate  conmmnd  of 
the  offu^Ts  of  Richard,  who,  he  consents,  shall  be»r 
the  name  of  Kin?  Guanlian  of  Jerusalem.  VeC 
farther,  strancre  anrl  incredible  as  you  may  think  it, 
know,  Sir  Kni;;ht— for  to  your  himour  I  can  com- 
mit even  that  almost  incredible  secret — know  that 
Saladin  will  put  a  sacnd  seal  on  this  happy  union 
betwixt  the  bnivest  and  noblest  of  Frnnzistuo  ind 
Asia,  by  raisini;  to  the  rank  of  his  royul  spouse  i 
(■hri«tian  dam.sel,  allied  in  blood  to  Kms  Kichard, 
and  known  by  the  name  of  the  Lady  Edith  of  Plan* 
iafronot."t 

"  Ha !— say'st  tln^i  ?"  exclaimed  Sir  Kenneth,  who, 
listening  with  iiidifVerence  and  apathy  to  the  preced- 
ing part  ot  EI  Hakim's  speech,  was  touched  by  thii 
last  c«»mmunicaii')n,  as  the  thrill  of  a  ner\'e,  unex- 
pectedly jarred,  will  awaken  the  sonsotion  of  agonf, 
even  iri  ihe  torpor  of  paNy.  Then,  moderating  rat 
tone^  by  dint  of  much  eflort,  he  re8traiii«»d  hisindi}^ 
nation,  ami.  veiling  it  under  the  appearance  of  con- 
temptuous doubt,  he  prosecuted  the  nonver.^ation,  in 
onler  to  Ret  as  much  knowledce  a«»  possible  of  the 
plot,  as  ho  deeiiK^  it,  a^^ainst  the  honour  and  happi- 
nesa  of  her,  whom  he  lovitl  not  the.  less  thai  hie  pas- 
sion had  mined,  apparently,  his  fortune:*,  at  (mce,  and 
his  honour.— "Anj  what  Christian,"  he  ssid,  witfi 
tolerable  calmness,  "  would  sanction  a  union  so  uani- 
tural,  as  that  of  a  Christian  maiden  with  an  unlw- 
lievin:?  Saracen  ?" 

"Thou  art  but  an  iunorant,  bii^oted  Xa/nrene, 
said  the  Hakiin.  "  S.jest  thou  not  how  the  Moham- 
mrnlan  prin<*es  dailv  int  TUiarry  with  the  noble  .Naza* 
rciio  maidens  in  Spain,  without  ffcandal  either  tJ 
Moor  or  Chnstian'!  And  the  noble  Soldan  will  m 
bis  full  confidence  in  the  hUnyd  of  Richard,  i>erniit  the 
Enidish  maid  the  fre-dom  which  your  l-Yankisli 
manners  have  as.^i^uul  to  wonK*n.  He  will  alloy 
her  the  free  excreisi^  of  her  relijiiun, — setin.^  ih.ir.  in 

"  Tlie  lnrp*i«t  i»iirt  of  veiself  ilicii  knuvin  were  tf-.notdP*' 
nflt^^.  or  ilr«»nii;il:iri«*H. 

*  'riii;i  iiin^r  npiiciir  lu)  (>.\fTaorilinArr  and  imnmhabk  a  ff"" 
IM/iiitiun,  that  ii  h  iiert'-'viry  lo  K117  Kurh  n  ime  wa^  ai'imiv 
iiinile.  Till'  liutoriuiH,  hnwpvfir,  Kubhtitutt-  Dm  wiilottt;' 
U<iit;n  of  N.ipliiji,  HiiiKr  ofRirliard.  for  ilio  hrlde.  nii'i  SLilaiiin' 
t>r(>ni«r  for  tlic  britlfcntoin  TlH-r  ai«'ar  tn  have  b>j-n  ignoni^ 
iirtlio  existenoe  01'  Edith  of  PlaatagwieL -lice  MiLL'ellto:^* 
tM»  Crutadu,  vol.  iL  11.  61. 
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THE  TAUSMAN. 


n 


h.  It  si?,nifie9  but  ittle  to  which  faith  fcmalca  |  Iam  hu»  turbnned  fifwre  wan  lost  among  the  labynnth 
•Ucl.-  ^aiKl  ho  will  n«.ij!n  her  such  plow  and  !  of  tents  which  lay  extended  benenih,  whiit.inna  ia 
r»,..  ^.^.„..r.  »f  1...  ,..«-..„  .»...  „u,.  -I...II    thepule  h«ht  of  the  dawning,  before  which  the  nioon- 


r  all  rht>  woni(>n  of  his  zc-nann,  that  she  siiail 
ry  ni?iH.'C!  his  sole  and  nhftJoluieCliieeu."  • 
i!"  pjid  8ir  Kenneth,  "darvsl  ihou  think, 

that  Rirhiml  would  givo  his  kinswoman 
-born  and  virtuous  nrinrcss— to  be,  at  best, 
noat  concubine  in  the  haratn  of  an  miabe- 
Know,  Hakim,  ilie  meanest  free  Christian 
»uki  srorn,  on  his  child's  l)ehalf,  such  aplen- 
niny." 

errePt."  said  the  Hakim ;  "  Philip  of  France, 
iiy  of  Chninpagne,  and  others  of  Richard's 

allit.-s,  have  heard  the  proposal  without 
and  have  promised,  as  far  as  they  may,  to 
in  allinncc  that  may  end  these  wasteful  wars; 
viseorrh-prie*»t  of  Tyre  hath  undertaken  to 
sprt'Posnl  to  Richard,  not  doubting  that  he 
abJH  to  brinK  the  plan  to  b^kkI  issue.    The 

wisdom  hath  as  yet  kept  his  proposition 
tn  nthfrs,  such  as  he  of  Montsnrrat,  and  the 
f  till:  Templars,  because  he  knows  they  seek 
by  Riehanrs  death  or  disgrace,  not  by  his 
onour.— Up,  therefore,  Sir  Knight,  and  lo 

will  j^ive  thee  a  scroll  which  shall  advance 
ly  with  the  8oldan;  and  det^m  not  that  you 
1^  your  countr>',  or  her  cause,  or  her  religion, 

interp.«t  r»f  the  two  monarchs  will  sptiedily 
me.  To  Saladin  thy  counsel  will  be  most 
le,  sinc«  thou  canst  make  him  aware  of  much 
ig  the  marriages  of  the  Christians,  the 
t  of  their  wivce^  and  other  points  of  their 

usages,  which,  m  the  course  of  such  treaty, 
onot  rns  him  that  he  should  know.  The  right 
:he  Soldan  ^sps  the  treasures  of  the  East, 

llie  foimtain  ot  generosity.  Or,  if  thou  de- 
Salndin,  when  allied  with  England,  can  have 
difficulty  to  obtain  from  Richard  not  only 
m  and  n.'storaiion  to  favour,  but  an  honour- 
Diantl  in  the  troops  whirl)  may  be  left  of  the 
Rnglamrs  host,  to  maintain  their  joint  gov- 
in  Pnlfsiine.  Up,  then,  and  mount— inerc 
in  path  brfore  thee." 

m,"  said  the  Scottish  knight,  "thou  art  a 
eace— iilso,  thou  hast  savedf  the  life  of  Rich- 
nghind— and,  moreover,  of  my  own  poor 
Itmuchnn.  I  have,  therefore,  heard  to  an 
utter,  which,  being  propounded  by  another 
han  thysi  If,  I  would  have  cut  short  with  a 
ny  dagger!  Hakim,  in  rrturii  for  thy  kind- 
Ivise  rhec  to  sec  that  the  Saracen,  who  shall 
>  Richard  a  union  betwixt  i.he  blood  of  Plan- 
ind  ilint  of  hirt  aecurs<'d  race,  do  put  on  a 
r'hich  is  capable  to  endure  such  n  blow  of  a 
as  ihnt  which  struck  down  the  gate  of 


-rtes.  he  will  be  otherwise  placed  beyond  the 
nof  thy  skill." 

art,  then,  wilfully  dctermine<l  not  to  fly  to 
en  host  7"  said  thcphysician— "  Yet,  rcmem- 
stay*  f^t  lo  certain  destruction;  and  thewri- 
hylaw,  ns  well  as  ours,  prohibit  man  from 
into  till'  falxTiiacleof  his  own  life." 
forbid  I"  replied  the  Scot,  crossing  him- 
jt  we  are  also  forbidden  to  avoid  the  nunish- 
ich  our  crimes  have  deserved.  And,  since 
'e  thy  thoughts  of  fidelity.  Hakim,  it  grudges 
I  have  bestowed  my  good  hound  on  thee, 
d  he  live,  he  will  have  a  master  ignorant  of 

that  i*»  Iw'jrrudgwi,  is  already  recalled,"  said 
1,  "  only  \vc  physicians  an»  sworn  not  to  send 
mtii  rii  micured.  If  the  dog  Recover,  he  is 
e  \rn:rs." 

J,  Hnkiin,"  answere<l  Sir  Kenneth;  "men 
t  of  hnv  k  and  hound  when  there  is  hut 
of  d;iy-iin>aking  betwixt  them  and  death. 


beam  had  now  faded  away. 

But  although  the  physician  Adonbec's  words  had 
not  made  that  impression  u|X)n  Kenneth  which  the 
sage*  desired,  they  had  inspired  the  Scot  with  a  mu- 
tive  for  desiring  life,  whicii,  dishonoured  as  ho  con- 
ceived himself  to  be,  he  was  before  willing  to  part 
from  as  from  a  sullied  vestment  no  longer  becoming 
his  wear..  Much  that  had  passed  betwixt  himself  ana 
the  hermit,  besides  what  he  had  observed  bet  wet  n  the 
anchorite  and  Sheerki>hf,  (or  lldenni,)  he  now 
recalled  to  recollection,  and  tended  to  confirm  what 
the  Hakim  had  told  him  of  the  secret  article  of  the 
treat  V. 

"The reverend  impostor  1"  he  exclaimed  to  him- 
self; "the  hoarv  hypocrite!  He  spoke  of  the  unbe- 
lieving husbana  converteil  by  the  believing  wife— 
and  wnat  do  I  know  but  that  the  traitor  exhibited  to 
the  Saracen,  accursed  of  God^  the  b«?auties  of  fldith 
Plantagenct,  that  the  hound  might  judge  if  the  prince- 
ly Christian  lady  were  fit  to  be  admitted  uito  the 
haram  of  a  misbeliever?  If  I  had  yonder  infidel 
Ilderim,  or  whatsoever  he  is  calUil,  again  in  the  grioa 
with  which  1  once  held  him  fast  as  ever  hound  held 
hare,  never  again  should  he  at  least  come  on  errand 
disgrareful  to  the  honour  of  Christian  king,  or  noble 
and  virtuous  maiden.  But  I— my  hours  are  fast 
dwindling  into  minutes— yet,  while  1  have  life  and 
bnath,  something  must  be  done,  and  speedily." 

He  paused  for  a  few  minutes,  threw  from  him  his 
helmet,  then  strode  down  the  hill,  and  took  the  road 
to  King  Richard's  pavilion. 


CHAPTER   XV. 

The  rpathmr'd  lonirttcr,  ctiaiitidocr. 

Had  wound  Iun butriohorn. 
And  told  the  earir  tiUn^vr 

The  romiiM  of  the  mom. 
Kinc  Kdward  mw  the  ruddy  itreakt 

OrlirlitcdipM)  tlie  irrBr, 
And  lieard  tlic  raven*<  rru«i^inrthnNit 

Proclaim  the  ftited  diijr. 
"  Tliou'rt  rifhi,"  he  Mid,  "  for  by  the  God 

Tlmt  Mill  enthroned  on  hi«li. 
Charlei  Rawdwin.  and  hix  fHlnwi  twain. 

TIiiM  day  sholl  fcutvly  din."-CHATTkkT0X 

On  the  evening  on  which  Sir  Kenneth  assumed  his 
pof-t,  Richard,  alter  the  stormy  event  which  disturbed 
its  tranquillity,  had  retired  to  rest  in  the  plenitude  of 
ci>nfiden<e  iii spired  by  his  unbotrnded  courage,  and 
the  sum-riority  which  he  had  displayed  in  carrying  the 
r>oiiil  ne  aimed  at  in  presence  of  the  whole  Chris- 
tian host,  and  its  leaders,  many  of  whom  he  was 
aware,  regarded  in  their  secret  souls  the  dissrace  of 
the  Austrian  Duke  as  a  triumph  over  themselves;  so 
that  his  pride  felt  jgratified,  that  in  prostrating  one 
enemy  he  had  morticed  a  hundn<d. 

Another  monarch  would  have  doubled  hisgitardson 
the  evening  after  such  a  scene,  and  kept  at  least  a  part 
of  his  troops  under  arms.  But  Ca>ur  de  Lion  dis- 
miss<!il,  upon  the  occasion,  even  his  ordinary  watch, 
and  assigned  to  his  soldiers  a  dtmativc  of  wine  to 
celebrate  his  recovery,  and  to  drink  to  the  Banner  of 
Saint  George ;  and  iiis  quarter  of  tho  camp  would 
have  assumed  a  charaeter  totally  devoid  of  vigilance 
and  mihtarv  preparation,  but  that  Sir  Thomas  de 
Vaux,  the  Kari  of  Salisbury,  and  other  nobles,  took 
precautions  to  preserve  order  and  disciphnc  among  the 
revellers. 

The  physician  attended  the  King  from  his  retinng 
to  l>ed  tin  midnight  was  past,  and  twice  adminis- 
teriKi  medicine  (o  him  during  that  |>eriod,  always  pre- 
viously observing  the  qnartt  r  of  heaven  occupU-d  by 

,.  _...     „  _ _^ the  full  moon,  whose  influences  he  declared  to  be 

e  to  rccolli'ct  my  sins,  and  ntoncilo  myself ;  most  i.overi'ign,  or  most  bah  liil,  to  the  cfFect  of  his 
n."  drugs.    It  was  ilm  i?  ho'irs  after  midnight  ere  Kl  Ha- 

e  th< !'  in  thine  obstinacy,"  said  the  physi- ;  kiui  with<lrew  from  the  r»»val  ti.ni.  foono  whieli  had 
le  mist  hides  the  precipice  from  tho.st;  who  i  been  pitched  fur  himself  antl  his  reiinue.  In  his  way 
ed  to  f:ill  over  it."  thither  he  visitid  the  tent  of  Sir  Kenneth  of  the  Lco- 

hdrt-w  slowly,  turning  from  time  to  time  his  j  pard,  in  order  to  see  the  condition  of  his  first  patient 
if  to  observe  whether  the  devoted  knight .  tn  the  Christian  camp,  old  Strauchan,  as  the  knight's 
t  recall  him  either  by  word  or  sigoaL   At  1  eeqiiire  wu  named.    Inquiring  there  for  Sir  Kennitfa 
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himtelf,  El  Hokim  leamod  on  what  duty  he  ws^  em- 
ployed, and  urobably  this  irifoniiation  liiJ  h.m  to 
JSamt  Grfori^e  8  Mount,  whore  ht*  found  hiin  whom  he 
soufcht  in  the  dittastrous  circuiiiBtanced  alluded  to  in 
the  last  chaptiT. 

'  It  was  about  the  hour  of  nunriae,  when  a  slow, 
arnit>d  trend  was  hoard  appronchiiiK  the  King-* a  pn- 
vilion ;  and  ere  l)e  Vaux,  who  Alunii>ered  be8ide  ni8 
maalcr'a  beil  as  lightly  as  wer  sleep  ant  upon  the^-yen 
of  a  watdi-dog,  had  time  to  do  inoru  than  arise  and 
say,  "  Who  ix^mes 7"  tho  Knitfht  of  the  l^x^panl  (>n- 
tered  the  tent,  with  a  deep  and  devoted  gluoni  seated 
upon  his  manly  fenturoa. 

"  Whence  tliis  bold  intrusion,  Sir  Knifflit  T'  said 
Do  Vnux,  sternly,  yet  in  a  tone  which  respected  hia 
inaciter's  tiliinitwrs.' 

**HoldI  De  Vaux,"  paid  Richard,  awaking  on  the 
instant ;  "  Sir  KentMsth  cometh  like  a  good  wildier  to 
render  an  account  of  his  ^larrl — to  such  the  Gmernl's 
tent  is  ever  ncct*8sihle."— Then  rii«inK  from  his  slum- 
bering posture,  and  leanins;  on  his  elbow,  he  fixed  his 
large  brig^ht  eye  upon  the  warrior—"  Speak,  Sir  Scot ; 
thou  contest  to  tell  me  of  a  vigilant,  safe,  and  hon- 
ourable watch,  dost  thou  not?  The  rustling  of  the 
folds  of  the  Banner  of  Kmdand  were  enough  to  guard 
it,  even  without  the  body  of  such  a  knight  as  nion  hold 
thee." 

"As  men  will  hold  me  no  mora,"  said  Sir  Kenneth 
—"My  watch  hath  neither  been  vigilant,  safe,  nor 
honourable.  The  Banner  of  England  has  been  carried 
off." 

"And  thou  alive  to  tell  it?"  said  Richard,  in  a  tone 
of  derisive  incrwiulity.— "  Away,  it  cannot  be.  There 
is  not  even  a  scratch  on  thy  face. — Why  dost  thou 
stand  thus  mute?  Spcnk  the  tnith—it  is  ill  jesting 
with  a  king— yet  I  will  forgive  thee  if  thou  hast 
lied." 

"  Lied!  Sir  King!"  returned  the  unfortunate  knight, 
with  Aerce  emphasis,  and  one  glance  of  fire  from  hia 
eye.  bright  and  transient  as  the  flash  from  the  cold 
and  stony  tlint.  "  Rut  this  also  must  be  endured.— I 
have  spoken  the  truth." 

"  By  God,  and  by  Saint  George !"  said  the  King, 
burstmg  into  fury,  which,  however,  he  instantly 
checked— "De  Vaux,  go  view  the  spot— This  fever 
has  disturbed  his  brain- Tliis  cannot  bcT-Thc  man's 
courage  is  proof— It  cannot  be !  Go  speedily— or  send, 
if  thou  wilt  not  go." 

The  King  was  intemipted  bv  Sir  Henry  Neville, 
who  came  breathless,  to  say  tnnt  the  banner  was 
gone,  and  the  knight  who  guarded  it  overpowered, 
and  most  probably  muniered,  as  there  was  a  pool  ot 
blood  whore  the  banner-spear  lay  shivered. 

"  But  whom  do  1  se*'.  hereT'  said  Neville,  his  eyes 
suddenly  resting  upon  Sir  Kenneth. 

"  A  traitor,"  said  the  KinsL  starting  to  his  feet,  and 
eeizing  the  curtnl-axe,  wliicn  was  ever  near  his  bed 
—"a  traitor!  whom  thou  ahnlt  see  die  a  traitor's 
death."— And  he  drew  back  the  weapon  as  in  act 
to  strike. 

Colourless,  but  firm  as  a  marble  statue,  the  Scot 
stood  before  him,  with  his  bare  head  uncovercrl  by 
tny  protection,  his  eyes  cast  down  to  tho  earth,  his 
lips  scarcely  moving,  yet  muttering  probably  in  prayer. 
Opposite  to  him  ana  within  due  reach  f^>r  a  blow, 
stood  King  Richani,  his  large  person  ^Tapt  in  the 
folds  of  his  camisrna,  or  ample  gown  of  linen,  exctpt 
where  the  violence  of  his  action  had  flung  the  cover- 
ing  from  his  right  arm,  shouldor,  and  a  part  of  his 
breast,  leaving  to  view  a  specimen  of  a  frame  which 
might  have  merited  his  Saxon  preilecessor's  epithet 
of  Ironside.  He  stood  for  an  instant,  prompt  to 
strike— then  sinking  the  head  of  the  weapon  towards 
the  ground,  he  exclaimed,  "But  there  was  blood, 
Neville— there  was  blood  upon  the  place.  Hark  thee, 
Sir  Scot— brave  thou  werl  once,  for  I  have  seeii  tht?e 
tight— Say  thou  hast  slain  two  of  the  thieves  in  de- 
fence of  the  Slanthird— say  but  one— say  thou  host 
struck  but  a  giod  blow  in  our  behalf,  anil  get  thee  out 
of  the  camp  with  thy  life  and  riiy  int'amy !" 

"  Vou  have  calh.-il  me  liar  my  Lord  King,"  replied 
Kenneth,  firmly;  "and  ihennn,  at  l-a^t,  yon  have 
Clone  me  wrong— Know,  that  there  was  n«i  mood  shed 
in  defence  of  the  Standard  save  thst  of  a  poor  hound,  i 


which,  more  faithful  than  his  msster,  defended  ibr 
charge  which  he  deserted." 

"Now,  by  Saint  George T'  said  Ricbsni,  snin 
heaving  up  nis  arm— But  De  Vsux  threw  himseli  be- 
twe(;n  the  King  and  the  object  of  his  vengeance,  aad 
si.ioke  with  the  blunt  truin  of  his  character,  **Mr 
lie^,  this  must  not  be— here,  nor  by  your  own  hsM. 
It  IS  enough  of  folly  for  one  rnght  and  day,  to  haw 
intrusteti  your  banner  to  ■  Scot— sski  I  not  they  whs 
ever  fair  and  false  7" ♦ 

"Thou  didst,  De  Vaux ;  thiMi  wast  right,  snd  I  cod 
fess  it,"  said  Richard.  "I  should  have  known  hin 
better— I  should  have  remembered  how  the  Cm  Wil- 
liatn  deceived  me  touching  this  Cnnade." 

"My  lorri"  said  Sir  Kenneth,  "  Wiflism  of  Scot- 
land  never  deceived :  but  circumstances  preTentsd  liii 
bringing  his  forces. 

"  Peace,  shatneless  f  said  the  King ;  "  thou  sollioi 
the  name  of  a  prince,  even  by  speak  mg  if.— And  yd, 
De  Vaux,  it  is  strange,"  he  added,  "to  see  thclw- 
ing  of  the  man.  Coward  or  traitor  he  nrast  be,  JH 
he  alxxJe  the  blow  of  Richard  Ptantagene^  as  ov 
arm  had  been  raised  to  lay  knighthood  on  hia  iboiii- 
dcr.  Had  he  shown  the  slightest  sign  of  (bar— hid 
but  a  joint  trembled,  or  an  eyelid  Quivered,  I  had  shai- 
tered  his  head  like  a  crystal  goolet.  But  I  cannot 
strike  where  there  is  neither  fear  nor  leastanoe." 

There  was  a  pauw». 

"  My  k)rd,"  said  Kenneth 

"Ha!"  rn)lied  Richard,  intemiptinc  hfni,.''hM 
thou  found  thy  ftpet>ch  ?  Ask  grace  from  Heaven,  bil 
none  fVoin  me,  for  England  is  dishonoured  timmgh 
thy  fatdt ;  and  wert  thou  mine  own  aixl  only  brocha; 
there  is  no  pardon  for  thy  fault." 

"  I  speak  not  to  demand  grace  of  mortal  man," 
said  the  Scot ;  "  it  is  in  vour  Grace's  pleasure  to  give 
or  refuse  me  time  for  Christian  shrift— if  man  6am 
it,  may  Grod  grant  me  the  absolutMn  which  I  wonU 
otherwise  ask  of  his  Church  1  But  whether  I  &  oo  . 
the  instant,  or  half  an  hour  hence,  I  equally  beseedi  ' 
your  Grace  for  one  moment's  opportunity  to  apeak 
that  to  your  royal  person,  which  highly  conceras  yog 
fame  as  a  Chntitian  Kin;^." 

"  Sav  on,"  sok)  the  King,  making  no  doubt  dnt  be 
was  about  to  hear  some  confession  concemiBg  thfl 
loss  of  the  Banner. 

"What  I  have  to  speak,"  saki  Sir  KenivllL 
"  touches  the  royalty  or  England,  and  must  be  snd 
to  no  ears  but  thine  own." 

"Begone  with  yourselves,  sira^"  said  ths  Eiqgto 
Neville  and  De  Vaux. 

The  first  obeyed,  the  latter  would  not  stir  fran  thf 
King's  presence. 

"If  you  said  I  was  in  the  right,"  repGed  De  Van 
to  his  sovereign,  "  I  will  be  trei^tcd  as  one  should  te 
who  hath  been  found  to  be  right— that  is,  1  will  haw 
my  own  will.    I  leave  you  not  with  this  false  Scot" 

^*Howl  De  Vaux,"  said  Richard,  angrily,  tod 
stamping  slightly,  "darest  thon  not  venture  onrptf' 
son  with  one  traitor T* 

"  It  is  in  vain  you  frown  and  stamp,  my  kird,"  aid 
De  Vaux ;  "  I  venture  not  a  sick  man  with  a  aoaoa 
one,  a  naked  man  with  one  armed  in  moof." 

"It  matterenot,"  said  the  Scottish  knight,  **IieBiE 
no  excuse  to  put  off*  time— I  will  speak  in  piesenoe 
of  the  Lord  of  Gilsland.    He  is  good  lord  and  trw." 

"But  half  an  hour  since,"  sud  De  Vaux,  with  • 
groan,  implying  a  mixture  of  sorrow  and  vssatioOi 

and  I  had  aaia  as  much  for  thee  V* 

"  There  is  treason  around  you,  King  of  England, 
continued  Sir  Kenneth. 

"  It  may  well  be  as  thou  say'st,"  replied  Ricfaardi 
"  I  have  a  pregnant  example." 

"Treason  tnat  will  injure  thee  more  deeply  thin 
the  loss  of  a  hundred  banners  in  a  pitched  AehL 
Tho— the"- Sir  Kenneth  hesitated,  and  at  length 
continued,  in  a  lower  tone,  "The  Lady  Edith"—— 

Sur>h  wore  the  termii  in  which  tlw  Enffish  eaed  to  issik 
nr  thpir  poor  nnrthern  iwiirhb4iur«,  forscttinr  that  ttieir  n«a 
«?fi(nnacliiiKinti  upon  tJie  imlniondence  of  SooiImmJ  oMiimd  IV 
n-pok<>r  imtion  t»  dpfend  thenrMPlren  bjr  policy  m  wHI  m  Am* 
Th<)  dinentue  roiut  be  divided  betwtm  Edward  I.  am!  Ill-,  »<•* 
eurorren  (hi*ir  diimination  over  a  free  country,  and  tha  9etin 
who  were  rnmtwlM  f(>  take  eomtMlsofj  oatin,  witkoei  MT 
pariNMa  orkMpinf  tbeoi. 


Chap.  XV,] 


THE  TALIS5IAN. 


"Haf  said  the  King,  drawing  hiiiiKelf  suddenly 
into  a  state  of  haughty  attention,  and  fixing  hia  eye 
firmly  on  the  supposed  criminal;  "What  of  her?— 
what  of  her?— what  has  she  to  do  with  this  matter?" 
My  lord,"  said  the  Scot^  "  there  is  a  scheme  on 
fool  to  disgrace  vour  royal  Imeage,  by  bestowing  (he 
hand  of  the  Laay  Edith  on  the  Sfaracen  Soldan.  and 
thereby  to  purchase  a  peace  most  dishonourable  to 
Christendom,  by  an  alliance  most  shameful  to  Eng- 
Unr." 

This  communication  had  precisely  tho  contrary 
flfioct  fmm  that  which  Sir  Kenneth  expected.  Rich- 
ard Planiockmct  was  one  of  those,  who,  in  laso's 
words,  would  not  serve  Grod  because  it  was  the  devil 
who  bade  him  ;  advice  or  information  often  affected 
him  leas  according  to  its  real  import,  than  through 
the  tinge  which  it  took  fmm  the  supiiosed  character 
and  views  of  those  by  whom  it  was  communicated. 
ITnfbilunarely,  the  mention  of  his  relative's  name 
noewed  his  recollection  of  what  he  had  considered 
M  extreme  presumption  in  the  Knight  of  the  Leopard, 
even  when  he  stoixl  high  in,  the  rolls  of  chiyalrv, 
but  which,  in  his  present  condition,  appeared  an  insult 
•ufficient  to  drive  the  fiery  monarch  mto  a  frenzy  of 
pasaion. 

"  Silence,"  he  said,  **  infamous  and  audacious !  By 
Heaven,  I  will  have  thy  tongue  torn  out  with  hot  pin- 
eexB,  for  mentioning  the  very  nameof  a  noble  Christian 
damsel !  Know,  degenerate  traitor,  that  I  was  already 
aware  to  what  hei^t  thou  hadst  dared  to  raise  thine 
syes,  and  endured  it,  though  dt  were  insolence,  even 
when  thou  hadst  cheated  us— for  thou  art  all  a  deceit 
-into  holding  thee  as  of  some  name  and  fame.  But 
BOW,  with  lips  blistered  with  the  confession  of  thine 
own  dishonour— that  thou  shouldst  now  dare  to  name 
oar  noble  kinswoman  as  one  in  whose  fate  thou  hast 
part  or  interest !  What  is  it  to  thee  if  she  marry  Sara- 
em  or  Christian  7— what  is  it  to  thee,  if  in  a  camp 
irhere  princes  turn  cowards  by  day,  and  robl>cr8  by 
iqght— where  brave  knights  turn  to  paltry  deserters 
and  traitors— what  is  it,  I  say,  to  thee  or  any  one,  if  I 
ffbould  please  to  ally  myself  to  truth,  and  to  valour,  in 
the  oermin  of  Saiadin  f 

**  Little  to  me,  indeed,  to  whom  all  the  world  will 
aoon  be  as  nothing,"  answered  Sir  Kenneth,  boldly: 
**bat  were  I  now  stretched  on  the  rack,  I  would  tell 
tbee^  that  what  I  have  said  is  much  to  thine  own 
eoDsdence  and  thine  own  fame.  I  tell  thee.  Sir 
King,  that  if  thou  dost  but  in  thought  entertain  the 
piii1x>seof  wedding  thy  kinswoman  the  Lady  Edith"— 
•"Name  her  not— and  for  an  instant  think  not  of 
fierf*  said  the  King,  again  straining  the  curtal-axe 
in  his  gripe,  until  the  muscles  started  above  his  brawny 
arm,  uke  a  cordage  formed  by  the  ivy  around  the  limo 
of  an  oak. 

"  Not  name— not  think  of  her  f  answered  Sir  Ken- 
neth, his  spirits,  stunned  as  the^  were  by  self-depres- 
ewn^  beginning  to  recover  their  elasticity  from  this 
ipecics  of  controversy,—"  Now,  by  the  Cross,  on 
which  I  place  my  hope^  her  name  shall  be  the  last 
word  in  my  mouth  her  image  the  last  thought  in  my 
mipd !  TiY  thy  boasted  strength  on  this  bare  brow, 
and  tee  if  tnou  canst  prevent  my  purpose." 

,"He  will  drive  me  mad  !"— said  Richard,  who,  in 
his  despite,  was  once  more  staggert'd  in  his  purpose 
bf  the  dauntless  determination  of  the  criminal. 

Ere  Thomas  of  Gilsland  could  reply,  some  hustle 
was  heard  without,  and  the  arrival  of  the  Queen  was 
aODOunced  from  the  outer  part  of  the  pavilion. 

"Detain  her— detain  her,  Neville!"  cried  the  King: 
"this  is  no  sight  for  women— Pie,  that  I  have  suffered 
•uch  a  paltry  traitor  to  chafe  me  thus!— Away  with 
him,  Oe  Vaux,"  he  whispered^  "  throusrh  the  back- 
CDlrance  of  our  tent— coop  hiin  up  close,  and  nn- 
iwer  for  his  safe  custody  with  your  life.— And  hark  ye 
Hie  is  pn>8ent!y  to  die— let  him  have  a  ghostly  father 
*-wo  would  not  kill  soul  and^  body. —And  stay— hark 
thee— we  will  not  have  him  dishonoured— he  shall  die 
knightiike,  in  his  belt  and  spurs;  for  if  his  treachery 
be  as  black  as  hell,  his  boldness  may  match  that  of  the 
devil  himself." 

De  Vaux,  right  glad^if  the  truth  may  be  guessed, 
that  the  scene  ended  without  Richard's  descendinj|[  to 
fkt  uokingly  act  of  hiioself  alajriag  en '-^— 


prisoner,  made  haste  to  remove  Sir  Kenneth  by  a  pri- 
vaie  issue  to  a  separate  tent,  where  he  was  disarmed 
and  put  in  fetters  for  security.  De  Vaux  looked  on 
with  a  steady'  and  melancholy  attention,  while  the 
provost's  offacers,  to  whom  Sir  Kenneth  was  now 
committed,  took  these  severe  precautions. 

When  they  were  ended,  he  said  solemnlv  to  the  un 
htfppy  criminal—"  It  is  King  Richard's  pleasure  that 
you  die  undegraded— without  mutilation  of  your  body, 
or  shame  to  your  arms— and  that  your  head  be  se- 
vered from  the  ironk  by  the  sword  of  the  executioner." 

"  It  is  kind,"  said  the  knight,  in  a  low  and  rather 
submissive  tone  of  voice,  as  one  who  received  an  un- 
expected favour ;  "my  family  will  not  then  hear  the 
worst  of  the  tale— Oh,  ni>'  father— my  father !" 

This  muttered  invocation  did  not  escape  the  blunt 
but  kindly-natured  Englishman,  and  he  onished  the 
back  of  his  large  hand  over  his  rough  features,  ere  he 
could  proceed. 

"It  is  Richard  of  England's  farther  pleasure,"  he 
said,  at  length,  "that  you  have  speech  with  a  holf 
man,  and  I  have  met  on  the  passage  hither  with  a 
Carmelite  friar,  who  may  fit  you  for  your  passafQe.  He 
waits  without,  until  you  are  in  a  mune  of  mmd  to 
receive  him." 

"Let  it  be  instantly,"  said  tho  knight,  "In  this 
also  Richard  is  kind.  I  cannot  be  more  fit  to  see  the 
good  father  at  any  tirne  than  now ;  for  life  and  I  have 
taken  farewell,  as  two  travellers  who  have  arrived  at 
the  crosBway,  where  their  roads  separate." 

"  It  is  well,"  said  De  Vaux,  slowly  and  solemnly  { 
"for  it  irks  me  somewhat  to  say  that  which  aums  my 
message.  It  is  King  Richard's  pleasure  that  you  pre- 
pare for  instant  death." 

"  God's  pleasure  and  the  King's  be  done,"  replied 
tho  knight,  patiently.  "  I  neither  contest  the  Justice 
of  the  sentence,  nor  desire  delay  of  the  execution." 

De  Vaux  began  to  leave  the  tent,  but  very  slowly- 
paused  at  the  door,  and  looked  back  at  the  Scot,  from 
whose  aspect  thoughts  of  the  world  seemed  banished, 
as  if  he  was  composing  himself  into  deep  devotkui. 
The  feelings  of  the  stout  English  Baron  were  in  gene- 
ral mme  of  the  most  acute,  and  yet,  on  the  present 
occasion,  his  sympathy  overpowered  him  in  an  un- 
usual manner.  He  came  hastily  back  to  the  bundle 
of  reods  on  which  the  captive  lay,  took  one  of  his  fet- 
tered hands,  and  said  with  as  much  softness  as  his 
rough  voice  was  capable  of  expressing,  "Sir  Kenneth, 
thou  art  yet  youn^— ihou  hast  a  father.  My  Ralph, 
whom  I  left  training  his  little  Ghilloway  nag  on  the 
banks  of  the  Irthing,  may  one  day  attain  thy  years— 
and,  but  for  last  night,  would  to  God  I  saw  his  youth 
bear  such  promise  as  thine  I— Can  nothing  be  said  or 
done  in  thy  behalf  ?" 

"  Nothing,"  was  the  melancholy  answer.  " I  have 
deserted  my  charge— the  banner  intrusted  to  me  is 
lost— When  the  headsman  and  block  are  prepared, 
the  head  and  trunk  arc  ready  to  part  company.'^ 

"  Nay,  then,  God  have  mercy !"  sakl  De  Vaux ;  "vet 
would  1  rather  than  my  best  boree  I  had  taken  that 
watch  myself.  There  is  mystery  in  it,  young  man,  as 
a  plain  man  may  descry,  though  ne  cannot  see  through 
it.— Cowardice?  pshaw!  No  coward  ever  fought, aa 
I  have  seen  thee  do.— Treachery  7  I  cannot  think 
traitors  die  in  their  treason  so  calmly.  Thou  hast 
been  trained  from  thy  post  by  some  deep  guile- 
some  well-devised  stratagem— the  cry  of  some  dis- 
tressed maiden  has  caught  thine  ear^  or  the  laughful 
look  of  some  merry  one  has  taken  thine  eye.  Never 
blush  for  it,  we  have  all  been  led  aaide  by  such  gear. 
Come,  I  prey  thee,  make  a  clean  conscience  of  it  to 
me,  instead  of  the  priest— Richard  is  merciful  when  hia 
mood  is  abated.  Hast  thou  nothing  to  intrust  to  mel" 
Tiie  unfortunate  knight  turned  his  face  from  the 
kind  warrior,  and  answered-"  Nothiko." 

And  De  Vaux,  who  had  exhausted  his  topics  of  per- 
suasion, arose  and  left  the  tent,  with  folded  arms,  and 
in  melancholy  deeper  than  he  thought  the  occasion 
merited— even  angry  with  himself,  to  find  that  so 
simple  a  matter  as  the  death  of  a  Scottish  man  codd 
affect  him  so  nearly. 

"  Vet,"  as  he  said  to  himself;  "  though  the  ron^* 
footed  knaves  be  our  enemies  in  Cumberland,  in  Pa- 
kiune  one  almost  cooaiden  tliem  as  hnthiw^" 


TALES  OF  THE  CRUSADER9. 


[CHAP.  X7L 


Th>>  Iniik-H  of  the  h*)U!M7hnId  hnd,  fur  a  long  tinr. 
no  t'lirrhiT  njvaiilai^e  over  Eiiith,  (iuiii  iniuhl  U-  ai- 
t'lniol  hy  :tn  opjiiruitiiiy  of  ocii.siirii).^  u  less  artfulljr 
riiHiMi'diriiiiiU  iinirf.  or  uii  unU.iuMnjii:{  TtA/o;  for'bi 
lii:l>'  wa-t  jii:l:;cl  I't  tic  infiTsor  in  lhih;  niy«t*rio\ 
Til.!  Hil'-iit  (l,'«-iiiioii  of  (he  Scotii.sii  Kinght  diditot, 
ind-'iil,  P.-14S  i](ini>tif(-ti ;  hit»  livcTn^s  his  cugfiizanu-s, 


CHAPTER   XVI. 

Ti«in»t  hor  •i^«i*— fi»r  iun'.  in  Ihnl 

Thrn-'<i  noiliin^  nion-  tlnii  cuiniiMin  ; 
And  fill  liiT  wit  H  only  rli.it. 

Liki-  nny  oiIilt  w»iiian.-  Snnf. 

TiiK  hi:i!i-born  llvn'rv^ariri,  <laiii?!if»T  of  Snnrhc/, 

Kiriir '»f  .N.ivnrR%  anil  ilii.'  Cliif-'M-('««iM  »ri  of  iIm»  hf-  ,  _„ ^ 

roic  K.i(-h:irii,  was  ni:rounti;l  oiii;  of  \\u*  iiioitt  l>vuiili-  '  hi.«  fears  ufnniH,  bus  ni>HiiH.'Aan(iili-vii:r>>,  were  nearly 

fill  w.Minnot'lhc  jNfriu<l.   Hi-rfonii  wrmslidit,  ihoii^li  wiitrhcfl,  .iiuloi'cn!*ioiiall)r  nmrU'thi  Hulijc'cloif  npaw- 

plixioii  not  cornnion  in  hi-r  fountrv,  a  prolusion  i>f !  nrui  iuT  l.-i(ii>  s  tolwit^adch,  a  Ji>iiniry  wiiirhiheUiKca 
fair  h'lir,  and  ftntiire.<)  »o  cxtn'tmlv  .iiiv>-nili;,  as  to]  had  iiii-lrriitUrn  iindiT  n  vow  for  Uu-  rt.oov<:r>' of  lier 
inaki'  Iht  iouk  Prvoral  yi'tint  yoxiUiU'T  (h:in  slu;  rr>nl]y  iiu^ihaiid'shiMlili,  and  which  slirhai  h  '.-ii  cncuura^ 
was.  thoii'fh  in  rvaliiy  she  was  iioi  nixivc  om-and-  |  to  carrv  into  i-tl'.-ct  hy  thu  Archhisii  i|)  of  Tyre  fori 
twiiity.  IVrhaps  it  was  iindtT  tlio  roiis<iiiMsn;'Ss  of  j  riohtical  piiriNiM'.  It  was  thtti,  and  in  the  chnpelat 
this  ixtn-nii-iy  jiivi'mlf  apiH'aran'u*^  that  sh>'  atli;('t<ti.  ;  rhat  holy  plai-*-,  i*nnni.>t'(idfroiiiiihovi- wiih  aCariud- 
or  at  Irasi  prnctisMfl,  a  httli>  cliildish  pi'liilaiu-i-,  aritl  i  iii>  nnnrii  r>-,  from  Unf.-alh  wirh  tn^f  11  of  llie  an'^ho- 
wilt'iihicHs  of  manrirr,  ni»t  imlji'fiitin;;,  she  mmhtiiiiip- '  rile,  that  one  of  iIh;  Uuirn's  altciid:>iits  n-inarkei 
I>)Hi'.  a  youthful  hridf,  whoso  rank  ami  ni:i'  i^avu  hrr  ■  thatSiiTi't  M;fn  of  iniclliucnce  whzczi  Ivlith  liadiiud« 
a  ri.Mit  to  have  her  fantasies  indiili^t-d  and  aiirndi.-d  ;  to  hrr  lovi  r,  and  failed  not  iiL<«tani!y  lu  roinmiimraie 
to.  She  was  hy  nature  inrf'iilly  pMid-hiimouroti,  ■  it  to  her  Mail  siy.  The  UuccU  n  f.irni.d  from  hi'rpil- 
aiid  if  her  dui>  share  of  admiration  ainl  hoiiia:;e  (in  '  ^'rimairr  eiinehitl  with  this  admiruld.-  r>-i-ipe  a^ainit 
her  oi»inioFi  a  v<;ry  lar^i-  on.')  was  duij'  risi;ine«l  to  '  dullness  or  enniu,  and  her  train  was  nt  the  ianit;tiow 
hrr,  no  one  could  possess  helter  tciii|N>r,  or  a  more  i  aiimniiitr.'d  In*  a  present  of  two  wrelflvd  dwarfs  froin 
friendly  disposition;  hut  then,  like  all  despots,  the  tiiedrrliron*'i|  Uu'- n  of  Jerusalem,  as  di-formut)  and 
inoro  {lower  that  was  vol uni aril y  yielded  to  Iht,  the    as  iTa/.y  (the  exirfjlenre  uf  that  niihappv' speeiefi)  ai 


more  HJM'  desired  to  extend  her  sway.  Si>metimeti, 
C'vi-n  whi-n  all  her  amhition  was  i;rntilied,  she  eluw' 
to  Ik'  a  111  lie  out  of  health,  and  a  httli'  out  nt'  spirits; 


any  queen  eoiild  have  desin'il.  On  ni  KcrruKanai 
idle  amus«.>meiits  had  heen  to  try  tlif  eir-ei  of  the  Hid- 
den iipiM-arance  of  Mueh  ghastly  and  fantn^tk*  forim 


and  pliv.*<iiians  had  to  ttiil  their  wits  to  invi  nt  name's  :  on  ih«>  nerves  of  the  Kmuht  when  h  ft  alimeiotbe 
for  imauinar>'  maladies,  while  her  ladii:s  rai:ki(i  their  '  chapel;  hut  tin*  it  st  hyd  hcen  losi  hv  the  compuNin: 
imauniation  fi>r  new  ^amt  s.  new  headiJ^oar,  and  new  '  of  the  SrMt,  and  the  interference  of  tiie  ancnohle. 
couri-scancini,  to  pass  away  thos<;  unpleasant  hours,  {  Shr  hadnow  iri  d  another,  of  wluch  ihrcunstMueucu 
durin:;  which  their  own  .^^Huatiiin  was  searee  lo  l»e  ;  prorni<etl  to  be  more  serifKW. 

f^reutly  envied.  Then!  uvyai  fntpient  reM>iirse  flir  di- .  The  ladies  aan'in  met  after  Sir  Kenneth  had  retired 
vertin;;  this  malady  was  s«)!iii'  trick,  <ir  piece  of  miE»- !  fnmi  the  t<nt ;  and  ihi:  Uiicvn.  at  first  litili'  moved  by 
<:hiet',  practised  uiKjneiich other;  and  thi;t;«MMiUucen,  j  Kdith's  anury  ex(h)stulatii)ris,  only  iipli>-<I  lu  her  by 
in  the  buoyancy  of  her  reviving  8i>ints,  was,  to  spirak  <  upbraiding;  h>-r  prudery,  and  by  indul;:in'4  hur  wit  i: 
truths  rathur  loo  indilfereiil  whether  ilie  fnilics  thus  j  the  ex|K-ns(>  of  the  j;arl\  nation,  and.  almvc  all,  llw 
praetisetl  w«to  entirely  befitting  her  own  iliK»itv,  <»r ;  poverty,  of  the  Kniaht  of  the  Leopard,  in  wliich  alw 
whethiT  the  pain  which  those  sutlen.'<i  ut>on  whom    disriIavfda;!oixl  deal  of  })Iayful  malic:*.  min;dc-dwith 


pain  V  _  . 

they  Were  iiitheied,  was  not  In-ycmd  the  proportion  of 
|ilea.«4un)  which  she  herself  derived  fnun  them.  She 
was  confident  in  her  husband's  favour,  in  her  hi^h 
rank,  and  in  her  supposeti  |M>wer  to  make  ^ood  what- 
ever such  pranks  mi;{hi  cost  others.  In  a  wonl,  she 
gamboliiii  with  the  frctnloin  of  a  youni;  lioness,  who 
IS  unconscious  of  the  wei;Aht  of  her  own  paws  when 
laid  on  those-  whom  she  siiorts  with. 

Thi-  Uuet-n  lkreni;ana  lovrd  her  husband  passion- 
ately, but  she  feanul  the  loftiness  and  n)u^hnefis  of  | 
his  character,  and  as  she  felt  hersi>If  not  to  be  his 
match  in  intellect,  was  not  much  nlenscfl  to  .<«oe  that 
lie  w<)uhl  oflc>n  talk  with  K'iith  IMantau'r'iK'l  in  pre- 
fi.Tenci"  I'j  henv'lf,  simply  because  h«»  found  more 
amuK*ment  in  her  conversation,  a  more  cornprehc^n- 
siv'j  understandini;,  and  a  more  noble  cast  of  rhou£;ht8 
and  hb.'ntirnents,  than  his  k'autiful  ct>nsort  exhibitt^l. 
Hcren&caria  did  not  hate  Kdith  on  that  account,  fur 
les^  meditate  her  any  harm ;  for,  allowiiiK  for,si>nie 
■elfish nos8,  her  character  wa."*,  on  the  wh<de,  inno- 
cent and  i^'neroua.  Hut  the  lailies  of  her  tnun,  flharp- 
sighteil  in  such  matters,  had  for  some  time  discover- 
pri,  that  a  poignant  jest  at  the  t'Xpens<>  of  th«.»  Lady 


some  humour,  until  Ivhth  was  rnimp>-lled  to  carry 
h»r  anxiety  to  her  s«>paratt'  aparimMii.  Kul  wHciliq 
the  mornim;,  a  femali;,  whom  Edith  had  inlnisiedtd 
make  iik;uiry,  hrouc;ht  word  that  i)ie  standard  wai 
missing  and  its  champion  vanished,  site  bunitinM 
the  Uik-en's  atiartment,  and  implored  hertoriwand 
proe^-iNl  to  the  Kind's  tent  without  delay,  and  use  her 
powerful  meiliaiivjii  to  prevent  the  evil' consequeocti 
of  her  jest. 

The  Uuet'ii.  frivihtenwl  in  her  turn,  ci-i,  a««  isunaf. 
the  blame  of  hi>r  own  folly  on  th(\>>e  around  her,  lod 
endravouH'd  to  comfort  Eilitirs  ktI-  f.  and  appeatehrr 
diiipIea.Miri',  by  a  thousand  ini'unsistent  ar^umeat& 
Sh'*  was  sure  no  harm  ha^l  chanct'd—  the  knight  ynt 
Mlt>t!pinK.  slie  fan(:ii<<l,  after  his  niuht- watch.  What 
though,  for  fear  of  the  Kins^s  displeasure,  he  had 
desertt^l  with  the  standard— it  was  but  a  piece  of  lilkf 
and  he  hut  a  lui'dy  adventurer— <»r.  if  Iw  waa  pBi 
under  wanlinjt  for  a  time,  she  would  soon  get  the 
Kini{  to  pardon  him— it  waa  hut  waitmg  lo  let  Rich* 
ard's  mooil  pass  away. 

Thus  shf!  continiieil  talkin:;  thii'k  and  fail,  aDii 
heapini;  toureiher  all  sorts  of  inciinsisteiicieai  wiln  tbo 


Edith  was  a  specific  for  n-hevin;;  her  Grace  of  Em<-  j  vain  exr>eetatii>n  of  p^-rsuachn^  Yiotii  Kdilh  and  ha- 
land's  low  spirits,  and  the  di-M-overy  saved  their  ima-  j  s«'lf  that  no  harm  could  come  of  a  frolic,  which  inbtT 
Rination  much  toil.  j  heart  she  now  bitterly  rep<mleti.    Rut  while  Edith  in 

Tlutre  was  something  un:!enerons  in  thin,  because  {  vain  strove  to  interci^pt  this  torrent  of  idle  talk,  flw 
the  Lady  Ivdith  was  iin.ierstoiHi  to  Im:  an  orphan ;  itiid  cau:;ht  the  eye  of  on«>  of  the  ladies  who  cMcreii  th4 
though  she  wascalhHi  I*innta^inet,  and  the  Fair  .Maid  '  Queen's  aitJirtiiH'iit.  There  was  death  in  her  look  of 
of  .Vnjou.  and  adn.itti-d  hylliehard  to  certain  pnvi-  '.  aiFriitht  and  horror,  and  Edith  at  the  tiri>l;4lanceuf her 
U'-isen  only  praiiteii  to  the  royal  family,  and  held  her  j  countenance,  had  sunk  ai  once  on  the  enrlii.  had  not 
pl.a«re  in  the  circle  arcordiUKly, yet  few  knew,  and  none  .^itDn:?  n^*ees.sity,  and  her  own  elevation  of  chararifr, 
Hiniuainteil  with  the  Court  of  Enifland  ventund  to  ,  enabled  her  to  maintain  at  least  external  cniupowre'. 
'  '     '  iti'^^-l'ir*  -Vi"  *Mt.^^^       "Madam."  she  said  to  the  Queen.  '*  lose  nut  in- 

other  word  in  siwakiii/i,  but  save  life— if;  indoi'd,''ii* 
added,  her  Vi>ic4.-  choking  as  aim  said  it,  ''life  luayyi^i 
be  .savttl." 


as\,  in  what  exact  doi^ret;  of  relationship  she  stood 
to  f  ^fiMir  de  Lion.  She  had  come  with  Eleanor^  the 
ci'lebratetl  Clueen-Mi)ther  of  En;^land,  and  joine<l 
Richanl  at  Messina,  as  one  of  the  ladies  destined  to 
intend  r>n  Beren^zaria,  whose  nuptials  then  appmach- 
ed.  Riclianl  mated  his  kinswoman  wiih  much 
ri"*i)ivtful  observance,  and  the  Clneen  mad»r  her  hor 


"  It  may  Iw— ii  may,"  answered  the  Lady  Call** 
I  liHve  just  heard  that  he  has  Ki'ii  brousbl  before 
the  KiuK— it  is  not  yet  over— hut,**  she  arided,hur»iini| 


nHist  constant  attendant,  and,  even  in  despite  of  the  into  a  veheuu'nt  r^iMMl  of  wu^pins.  in  which  perwnil 
pi'tty  jealousy  which  we  have  obscr>'od|  treated  her,  apprehensions  hail  some  share — 'Ml  will  aoon— lUilci^ 
KoncraUy.  with  auitablu  respucL  1  noma  course  be  takeo." 


^lAr.  XVIM 


THE  TALISMAN. 


'*  I  will  vow  a  Rnldcn  candloslirk  to  the  Holy 
Jcpulchnr— a  i«ljnnrt»!  >ilvi'r  lo  our  Lady  uf  Knjr.'iddi— 

pnll.  Worth  one  limidral  he'-ciints  t(»  Nairn  Thoiuus 
1  Orclirt,"  saui  tli-  <ti!.«'ii  in  i-xlrciiiitv. 

•*  TTp.  up,  in:idaiii  I"  said  Kiilth  ;  '' r:i\]  oil  llic  saints 
r  V'lU  lisi,  but  l»»-  voiir  own  br>«i  saini.'" 

InJii'l.  niadani,'*  said  the  rirrifu-ti  attendant, 
'fhe  Lndy  Kdiih  sprak:*  tnitii.  irp,  inadarn,  and  lit 
18  to  Kin:!  Ilic'li:.rd's  tunt,  and  brj;  tUu  i>oor  ^tntlc- 
nnn'fl  lift'."' 

"  I  will  Ko— I  will  fijo  in.-^tantly,"  said  thi'  (lutH-n, 
iftiii;;  and  tronibhn^  rxcoKsiwIy ;  wliilu  Iut  wonir-n, 
n  an  great  cnnru-^ion  as  iuTrniIt',  witc  unal>l<^  lo  nn- 
ler  lier  those  duties  whioU  w<t«;  indispeni^aidc  to  hiT 
evce.  (.'aim,  ('•>inpos('d,  only  pnlc  as  di-aili,  Kditli 
ninistered  to  thr  Uiiren  wiih  her  own  hand,  and 
ilonc  supplied  iho  dc-ticiL-nncH  of  her  nmneroun  al- 
£ndants. 

*'  How  you  wai',  wcnr'ljop  T'  paid  tho  Quocn,  not 
ible  ev.-n  ilun  to  fi»r'.r»i  Irividous di;>tinf'iu>ns.  "  Siif- 
Get  ye  the  Laily  Kdiili  loifo  th-.*  dnliis  of  your  att»:iid- 
inc*i '?— S«^**t  thou,  F^liih,  iliey  i-an  do'  nothini;--! 
ihnll  nevir  !»•>  attired  in  time.  We  will  sfiirl  for  th-- 
&rchhi.-4liop  of  Tyre,  and  eniplov  him  a«*  a  nntlintor." 

"O  n«»,  no!*'  exi\aim«d  Kditli--'*  (lo  yiMiriteif, 
tnad-jni— yuu  have  done  the  evil,  do  you  eonfer  the 
remedy." 

/'  I  will  ;to— I  will  po,"  said  the  Queen  ;  '*  but  if 
Richard  be  in  hi?*  nioiKl,  I  dare  not  sinak  lo  hinj— he 
will  kill  me!" 

"  Yt-l  jTf).  ;:raciourt  madam,"  said  the  Lndy  (^alista, 
•rho  l»eiit  krjew  hiT  mistrrsss'  temper;  "not  a  lion,  in 
bis  fury,  eouhi  l(K>k  upon  .ou'-h  a  face  and  form,  and 
retain  »)  niueh  aa  an  anifry  Thought  -far  leHH  a  love- 
tnie  knight  lik<*  the  royal  RiehanJ,  to  whom  your 
rii^ht^Hi  word  would  he  a  emnmand." 

DoPl  thou  think  so,  Calista  ?"  said  the  Queen. 
"Ah,  thou  little  kni>w»;sl— yet  1  will  t;o— Hut  see  yon 
here — what  Miean.s  thi<4  ?  Vou  have  bedi'Zenud  me  m 
ereen,  a  eolour  he  detests.  Lo  you  !  let  me  have  a 
blue  rolH.',  and— seari'h  for  the  riiby  eareanet,  which 
was  part  of  i\n'.  Kin;;;  of  Cjiinis's  ransom— it  is  cither 
'ill  the  Hleel-ensket.  lir  soinewhen.'  else." 

"This,  and  a  inan'.«»  hf-?.  at  stake!"  9aid  Kditli, 
hidignanily  ;  *'  it  pas.s,'a  human  pntienre.  Reninm 
at  yuur  ea.-«e,  madam— I  will  ao  to  Kin:j  Riehard— I 
am  a  party  interestetl— I  will  Know  if  the  honour  of 
■  poor  mni'drn  of  hi-^  hinoil  i.««  to  be  s.)  far  tamjH>r^il 
vtth.  that  ill  r  nam"  ^hall  ht?  a!iu.<«< d  t.i  train  n  brave 
fttntleinan  fnim  ins  duty,  brim;  him  wiihin  the  cmo- 
paiisof  di.atli  and  infamy,  and  inake.  at  the  same  tune, 
the  irliiry  «if  Knulund  a  laui^hin^-stoek  lo  the  wiiole 
Christian  army." 

At  thL-j  un«''xpee:e<l  burst  of  passion,  Berensaria 
listened  with  an  idmost  8tupifir>d  look  of  f"nr  and 
ft-ondt  r.  iJut  as  Kditli  wa.*'  about  to  leave  the  tent, 
llie  exelalineil,  thouiih faintly,  "  Stop lur    «»fop her !' 

*'  S'oii  mii*«l  iiideid  slop,  noble  lady  Kihth,"  s:ii<l 
Cfali^ta,  takm;;  her  arm  pnlly;  "and  you,  roval 
nadani,  1  am  ^ur^\  wdl  p»,  'an<l  wnhiHit  fjirilur 
iallyiii:^.  If  the  Lady  Kilith  pies  alone  to  the  Kim;. 
ie  will  he  drea(lfu!ly  ineen^ted,  nor  will  it  be  one  life 
Jiar  will  »tay  his  fury." 

"I  will  ;£o— I  will  Ko,"  naid  I  he  (iue«'n.  yield  inir  to 
loref'ity;  and  fAJith  reluctantly  halteil  tu  wuii  her 
novcnienifl. 

TUev  were  now  as  speedy  a.^sheeould  have  desiriMl. 
riie  (iueen  hastily  wrapin-d  hers«.*lf  in  a  larue  looj**- 
mantle.  wlii«'li  etjver-d  all  inaeeiiraeies  of  thn  ti>i!et. 
In  thiji  sui^;  atii'iidiit  by  F^lith  anrl  In  r  women,  and 
(WM.'eded  anci  f)!|i»w<il  by  a  few  <:rirTrn  ami  nien-af- 
trnis,  she  hastened  to  the  tent  of  her  lionlike  husband. 


CIIAPTKR   XVII. 

Worr  ov^rr  linrr  mum  Iih  Ih>0'1  a  life, 

Ami  V\fTY  llfl*  W«'r.-   Ill  hf  MllilillrHl-fl 

R)  iiunitN>r<i  iH|iM<  In  tlii>i«>  linini  quMilriiplM, 
Llfi>  nitiT  liu*  nIh.uIiI  iiul  like  w:ni:iiL'  •iiir« 
l>:iin>  llii'  iluylTi-ik  -or  a^  (miMt*  l.unp*, 
Wliirh  liuii*  It'lit  |iHtn>  to  tlii>  iiiiilui:{lil  n  Vfl. 
Eai'li  uitnr  fucii  aru  iiunirli'il  wlifn  i;ui-aU  dfp'irt  r 

Tur  enirnnee  of  Queen  Beren^nrin  into  the  interior 
of  Rieh-'rd'B  pavilion  was  withsiood*-iii  tho  moat 

VUL.  V. 


resi>ectful  and  reverential  manner  indeed— but  still 
withstood,  by  the  ehamberlains  who  waiehed  in  the 
outer  tent.  .She  r'oiild  hear  the  sti.rn  command  of 
the  K;ii;^from  within,  prohibiting;  their  entrance. 

"Vou  see,"  said  tie-  (iue«li,  uppealiuf:  to  Kdith, 
as  if  she  had  exhausted  all  means  of  uiKrcessioa 
in  her  ix)wi;r— "  1  kiuw  it— the  Kinis  will  not  luecivo 
us." 

At  the  .«»ame  lime,  tuey  heard  Richard  sjieak  to 
some  one  within, — "CJo.  Rjxtril  thine  office  quickly, 
sirrah,  for  in  liiat  consists  thv  mercy— ten  bezants  it 
thou  deal'st  on  him  at  oiii.<  blow. —.And,  hark  thee, 
villain,  obstjrve  if  hi«*  cheek  Ios"s  colour,  or  his  eye 
falters  -mark  me  tile.  sinalle.«i  ivviirh  of  fhe  fi-a lures, 
or  wink  of  the  eyelid— I  love  to  know  lu»w  brave 
souls  meel  death." 

"If  he  sies  mv  blade  wnvtnl  aloft  wiihont  shrink- 
ing, he  is  the  first  ever  did  .sti,"  answereii  a  harsh 
d*i p  voice,  which  a  siiise  of  unusual  awe  hail  soft- 
I  ned  into  a  sound  much  lower  than  its  usual  coarM 
tone*. 

Kdith  could  remain  silent  no  lomjer.  "If  your 
Orace,"  shi'said  to  the  Qu.eii,  "make  not  your  own 
way,  I  make  it  for  you;  or  if  not  for  your  Majesty, 
for  myself,  at  b  asi. --('Iiamberlain.*.  the  Quern  de- 
mands t  •  sie  Kiiii?  Richard— the  wii'e  lo  aptuk  with 
lier  hn>band." 

"Noble  lady,"  said  the  ofTicer,  lowering;  his  wand 
of  offiee,  "  it  >;rieves  me  lo  i^ainsay  vm ;  but  his  Ma- 
jo^ty  i.s  busied  on  matters  of  life  nii(f  death." 

"And  we  mek  al.H)  to  speak  with  him  on  matters 
of  life  and  death,"  said  Kdith.—"  I  will  make  eiiiranee 
for  your  (iraee."~And  niitrinK  aside  the  chamlH-rhiin 
with  one  hand,  bhe  laid  hold  on  the  curtain  with  the 
olhrr. 

"  I  dare  not  painsay  her  !\Iajesty's  pleasure,  said 
tho  chamberlain,  yiildinj;  to  the  vehennncti  of  the 
fair  petitiomr:  and,  as  lie:;ftve  way.  tiie  Quirn  found 
herself  obli«ed  to  enter  the  apartment  of  Rie)iard. 

The  monarch  was  lvin.L;on  his  couch,  and  at  some 
distance,  as  awaitini;liis  farther  commands,  stood  a 
man  whose  profession  it  was  not  difTicult  to  conjec- 
ture. He  was  clothed  in  a  jerkin  of  reil  cloih,  which 
reached  srantly  Indow  thi?  shoulders,  leavinjr  ihe  arms 
bare  from  about  halfway  alwivc  the  elbow,  ami,  as  an 
upper  pirmeiit,  he  wop',  wh»-n  about  as  at  present  to 
l)etakeliiiiiwlf  to  his  dreadful  offia\  a  c«»nt  or  tabard 
without  sleeves,  soinethinj;  like  that  of  a  herald, 
made  of  dnss.-rl  bull's  hi<le.  and  siained  in  the  Ironi 
witli  mn-y  a  broad  s;iol  an«i  s{)cckb'  of  dull  crimson. 
The  i.rkin,  and  the  tabard  i»ver  it,  n ached  the  knee, 
anil  tlie  ni'lh-r  stocks,  or  coverinj;  ol'  the  h;S*S  were 
of  ih*^  same  leather  which  eomiKised  the  tabard.  A 
cap  of  rouKh  sliair  Si.-rved  to  hide  the  upper  part  of 
a  visage,  wliicli,  like  that  of  a  scr«»ech-owl,  seemed 
desirous  f.)  coneeal  itsilf  from  light-ihe  lower  part 
of  the  f(,,v.  beiriif  obsr-ured  by  a  liuu'e  n'd  heard, 
•  oinu'lint;  with  sha^u'y  locks  of  ihe  same  colour. 
Whai  fatuns  weie  si-i-n  were  stern  and  misanihro- 
picr'l.  The  m-in's  fv-nire  was  short.  sln»n^ly  made, 
with  a  n.'ck  lik«-  a  bull,  verv  broad  .shoulihrs,  anna 
of  sreat  and  di?pro|.ortioned  lena:»h  a  hup'  wuaro 
inmk.  ami  tliiek  ban.lv  h  .;s.  This  tnieiilunt  oificJal 
leant  on  a  sw.ir.i.  the  lilad.-  of  which  was  nearly  four 
feet  and  a  half  in  l.'iiiith.  while  the  handle  of  twenty 
inch,  s,  surrounded  bv  a  rinu  of  lead  nlumniels  tc 
eoi;nter[M)isi'  tin-  wei-'ht  of  siich  a  blade,  rose  con- 
.««i(ierablv  above  ihe  man*s  hi*»il,  as  he  rested  his  arm 
upon  its  hilt,  waitiiia  for  King  Richard's  farther 
directions.  •      i      . 

On  the  sudden  entrunee  of  the  ladles,  Richard,  who 
was  tiien  lvin«  on  hi-*  coueh,  with  his  face  iownrds 
th.'  entrance,  and  n ^tinuon  his  elbow  as  he  p poke  to 
hi.*  :/rislv  altendani,  i\uniz  himself  hasiily,  as  if  dis- 
pleased and  sunxi^'tl.  tc  die  other  side,  turning  hib 
baek  to  the  Qu'i-n  and  the  femali  s  of  h«  r  train,  ond 
drawin;?  around  him  the  ("overini;  of  his  couch 
whieh,  bv  hi"  «)wn  choice,  or  more  probably  the  Htl- 
terin-.;  seji-fioii  of  his  chanil>erlains,  consistetl  of 
two  lar:re  lii.';s'  skinj-,  dres.-*eil  in  Venice  with  such 
admirable  skill  that  tht  y  seemed  softer  (ban  lhehi:tc 
of  thed.er.  .        . 

B'Tcnirario,  sueh  as  we  have  descriln'd  n.»T,  Knew 
well— what  woman  knows  not?— hur  own  ruad  to 
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victory.    After  a  humni  glanro  of  undisf^iised  and  I 
unaffLKitpd  tf.'rror  at  th<>  j^hanrly  companion  of  h(T  ' 
husband's  »f'cr«'t  cuuncilfs  she  runhcd  ai  onco  to  the 
side  of  Richard's  couch,  dropped  on  ht^r  knecR,  flung 
her  mantle  from  her  ahouldur,  showing,  as  thryhung  I 
down  at  their  full  Irngih,  her  beautiful  golden  tresses,  | 
and  while  her  countenance   seemed  like  the  sun ' 
bursting  through  a  cloud  yrl  bearino  on  its  pallid  i 
front  traces  that  its  splendoiu-s  have  been  obscured,  | 
vhe  iieized  upon  the  right  hand  of  the  Kitig,  which, 
as  he  assumed  his  wonted  i>OHture,  had  bii'n  em- 
ployed in  draj^gin^  the  covering  of  his  cH>uch,  and 
gradually  pulling  it  to  her  with  a  force  which  was 
resisted,  tlk^ugh  out  faintly,  she  possc8.<«ed  herself  of 
that  ami,  the  tin»p  of  Chnsdeiidoni,  and  the  drL>ad  of 
Heathenesse,  and  imprisoning  its  strength  in  both 
her  little  fairy  hands,  she  bent  upon  it  her  brow, 
and  iiriiitHl  to  it  her  lipi^ 

"What  neetia  this,  BerongariaT'  said  Richard,  his 
head  still  averted,  but  hia  hand  remaining  under  her 
control. 

"  Send  away  that  man— hlft  look  kills  me !"  mut- 
tered B<.'rengaria. 

"Begone,  eirrah,"  said  Richard,  still  without  look- 
ing round—*'  What  wait'at  thou  lor  ?  art  thou  fit  to 
look  on  these  ladies  ?" 

"Your  Highness's  pleasure  touching  the  head," 
said  the  man. 

"Out  with  thee,  dog!"  answered  Richard— "a 
Christian  burial." 

The  man  disappeared,  after  casting  a  look  upon  the 
beautiful  Q,U()eii,  in  her  deranged  dress  and  natural 
loveliness,  with  a  smile  of  admiration  more  hidt^ous 
in  its  expn^asion  than  even  hia  usual  scowl  of  cynical 
hatred  against  humanity. 

''-\nd  now,  foolish  wench,  what  wishcst  thou?" 
said  Richard,  turning  slowly  and  half  reluctantly 
round  to  his  royal  suppliant. 

But  it  was  not  in  nature  for  any  one,  far  less  an 
admirer  of  beauty  like  Richard,  to  whom  it  stood  only 
in  the  second  rank  to  glory,  to  look  without  emotion 
on  the  countenance  and  the  tremour  of  a  creature  so 
b(>autiful  as  BenMicaria,  or  to  feel,  without  sympathy, 
that  her  lips,  her  t>row,  were  on  his  hand,  and  that  it 
was  wetted  hy  her  tears.  By  degrees,  he  turned  on 
her  his  manly  countenance,  with  the  softest  expres- 
sion of  which  his  large  blue  eye,  which  so  often 
((learned  with  insuflcrablc  light,  was  capable.  Caress- 
mg  her  fair  head,  and  mingling  his  large  fingers  in  her 
b(»utiful  and  dishevelled  locks,  he  raised  aivi  tenderly 
kisseil  the  cherub  couniciiancc  which  seemed  desirous 
to  hide  itself  in  his  hand.  The  robust  form,  the  broad, 
noble  brow,  and  majestic  looks,  the  naked  arm  and 
alioulder,  the  lions'  skins  among  which  he  lay,  and 
the  fair  fragile  feminine  creature  that  kneeled  by  his 
aide,  might  have  served  for  a  model  of  Hercules  re- 
conciling himself,  after  a  quarrel,  to  his  wife  Doja- 
nira. 

"  And,  once  more,  what  seeks  the  lady  of  my  heart 
in  her  knight's  pavilion,  at  this  earl>  and  unwonted 
hour  ■?" 

"Pardon,  my  most  gracious  lie^e,  panlon !"  said 
the  Queen,  whose  fears  began  again  to  unfit  her  for 
the  duty  of  intercessor. 

"  Pardon !  for  what  ?"  asked  the  King. 

"First,  for  entering  your  royal  presence  too  boldly 
and  unadvisedly" 

She  stopped. 

"  Ttum  too  boldly !— the  sun  might  as  well  ask  par- 
don, btK?au9c  his  rays  enter«i  the  windows  of  some 
wretch's diinsi^'on.  But  1  was  busiwl  with  work  unfit 
for  thee  to  witness,  my  gentle  one,  and  I  was  unwil- 
ling, bf.'sides,  that  tlum  shouldsi  risk  thy  precious 
oealih  where  sickness  has  bei^n  so  lately  rife," 

"But  thou  art  now  well?"  said  the  Uueeii,  still 
delaying  the  communication  which  she  feared  to 
make. 

"VVell  enough  to  break  a  lance  on  the  bold  crest  of 
(hat  champion  who  shall  refuse  to  acknowledge  tht-c 
the  fairest  dame  in  Christendom." 

'  Thou  will  not  then  refuse  me  one  boon— only  one 
—only  a  poor  life?" 

.    'He— proceed"  said  King  Richard,  bending  his 
Kowa 


"Tliii  unhappy  Scottish  knight"— mannured  the 

Queen. 

"  Speak  not  of  him,  madam,"  exclaimed  Richard,      | 
atornly;  "hedies— his  doom  ia  fixed." 

"  Nay,  my  royal  Iwjge  and  kive,  'tis  but  a  ailken ban- 
ner n*^ilecli«d— Berengaria  will  give  thee  another  broi- 
dered  with  her  own  hand,  and  neh  as  ever  dallkd  with 
the  wind.  Kver>'  pearl  I  have  shall  go  to  bedeck  ii, 
and  with  every  pearl  I  will  drop  a  tear  of  thankful- 
ness to  my  generous  knight  f  ,,,.,. 

"Thou  know'st  not  what  thou  nay  st,"  said  the 
King,  interrupting  her  in  anger—"  Pearls  I  can  all  iba 
pearls  of  the  F^st  atone  for  a  speck  upon  Englaad'i 
honour— all  the  tears  that  ever  woman's  eye  wept 
wash  away  a  stain  on  Richard'a  fame?— Go  tu, 
madam,  know  your  place,  and  >our  time,  and  your 
sphere.  At  present  we  have  duUes  in  which  you  can- 
not b<;  our  partner." 

"Thou.hcar'sf,  Fxlith,"  whispered  the  Queen,  "we 
shall  but  incense  him."  „,    ,    . 

"  Be  it  so,"  said  F^lith,  stepping  forward.— "My  tori 
—I,  your  poor  kinswoman,  crave  you  for  justice  rai«T 
than  mercy;  and  to  the  cry  of  justice  the  ears  of  a 
monarch  should  be  open  at  every  time,  place,  aodcff- 
cumstance."  .  .         , 

"  Ha !  our  cousin  Edith  ?"  said  Richard,  rising  and 
sitting  upright  on  the  side  of  his  coiR'h,  rovered  with 
his  long  caniiscia— "  She  speaks  ever  king-like,  and 
king-like  will  I  answer  her,  so  she  bring  no  requeat 
unworthy  hers«ilf  or  me." 

The  beauty  of  Edith  was  of  a  more  intellectual  and 
less  voluptuous  cast  than  that  of  the  Queen;  but  im- 
patience and  anxiety  had  given  her  countenance  t 
glow  which  it  sometimes  wanted,  and  her  mien  hid 
a  character  of  energetic  dignity  that  imposed  wlrtoe 
for  a  moment  even  on  Richard  hiniselC  *'™>i  to 
judge  by  his  looks,  would  willingly  have  interrupted 
her.  ,  .    .  , 

"My  lord,"  she  said,  "this  good  knight,  whoee 
blood  you  are  about  to  spill,  hath  done,  in  his  tune, 
service  to  Christendom.  He  hath  fallen  from  hie 
duty,  through  a  snare  set  for  him  in  mere  folly  am 
idleness  of  spirit.  A  mcssase  sent  to  hini  in  the naioe 
of  one  who— why  should  I  not  speak  it  ?— it  wae  m 
my  own— induced  hiin  for  an  instant  to  leave  his  post 
—And  what  knight  in  the  Christian  camp  might  aot 
have  thus  far  transgressed  at  command  of  a  niaid^ 
who,  i>oor  howsoever  in  other  qunlitieSi  hath  yet  the 
bl(M>d  of  Plantagenet  in  her  veins  ?" 

"  And  you  saw  him,  then,  cousin  ?"  replied  theEiiigi 
biting  his  hps  to  keep  down  his  passion. 

"1  did,  my  liege,'^  said  Fniiih.  "It  is  no  time  to 
explain  wherefore— I  am  here  neither  to  exculpate 
iiiv'self  nor  to  blame  others." 

And  where  did  you  do  him  such  a  grace?" 

"In  the  tentof  her  Majesty  the  Queen." 

"  Of  our  royal  consort !"  said  Richard.  "  Xow  by 
Heaven,  by  Ssiint  George  of  England,  and  ewryotha 
saint  that  treads  its  crystal  floor,  this  is  too  aiuia- 
cious!  I  have  noticed  and  overlooked  this*  warriui's 
insolent  admiration  of  one  so  far  above  him,  and  1 

fTudged  him  not  that  one  of  my  blood  should  shed 
roni  her  high-l>om  sphere  surh  influence  as  the  sua 
l>estows  on  the  wurld  bennalh— But,  heaven  and 
earth!  that  you  should  have  admitted  him  to  an 
audience  by  night,  in  the  very  tent  of  our  royal  coo- 
surl!  and  dare  to  otler  thL^  os  an  excuse  for  his  diso- 
bedience and  desertion !  By  my  father's  soul,  Edithi 
thou  shalt  nie  this  thv  lifelong  in  a  monaster)' !" 

"  My  liege,"  said  £diilu  "  viMir  greatness  licenetf 
tyranny.  My  hu».>ur,  I^>rd  King,  is  as  little  touched 
as  yours,  anu  my  Lady  the  Queen  can  prove  it  if  she 
think  fit.— But  I'have  already  ^aid,  I  am  n^it  hereto 
excuse  myself  or  inculpate  others.- 1  ask  you  but  to 
extend  to  one,  whose  fault  was  committed  under 
strong  tem^itation,  tliat  mercy,  which  even  you  you^ 
p(  If,  Lonl  King,  must  one  day  supplicate  at  a  higher 
tribunal,  and  for  faults,  perhaps,  less  venial." 

"(.'an  this  l>c  Ediih  Plantagenet?"  said  the  Kinft 
bitterly,- "Edith  Plantagenet,  the  wise  and  the  no- 
ble?—Or  is  it  some  lovesick  woman,  who  cares  not 
for  her  own  fame  in  coin[>nrison  of  the  life  of  her  pa- 
ramour ?  Now,  by  King  Henry's  soul !  little  hinder! 
but  1  order  thy  minion's  skull  to  be  brought  from  tbf 
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9fhheu  and  fixed  ■•  a  pexpetual  ornament  by  the  cni- 
eJAx  in  thy  cell !" 

"And  ii  thou  dost  send  it  from  the  gibbet  to  be 
filaced  for  ever  in  my  night.**  nid  Edith.  **  1  will  say 
It  IB  ■  relic  of  a  good  knight,  cruelly  anc  unworthily 
done  to  death  by"— (she  checked  lierself )— *'  by  one, 
of  whom  I  ahall  only  say,  he  ahould  have  known 
belter  how  to  reward  chivalry.  Minion  cairst  thou 
him  1"  she  continued,  with  increasing  vehemence,— 
"He  waa  indeed  my  lover,  and  a  moat  true  one— but 
liever  sought  he  grace  from  me  by  look  or  word— 
contented  with  auch  humble  observance  as  men  pay 
to  the  vainta— And  the  good— the  vahant— the  faith- 
fiiL  must  die  for  this !" 

'^O,  peace,  peace,  for  pity*a  sake,"  whispered  the 
Queen,  "  you  do  but  offend  him  more !" 

**  I  care  not,"  aaki  Edith :  "  the  spotless  virgin  fears 
Bot  the  raging  lion !  Let  nim  work  his  will  on  this 
worthy  knight  Kdith,  for  whom  he  dies,  will  know 
how  to  weep  his  memory— to  me  no  one  shall  speak 
more  of  politic  alliances,  to  be  aanctioncd  with  this 
Bopr  hand.  I  could  not— I  would  not— have  been  his 
■ride  Uving-Tour  degrees  were  too  distant  But  death 
nilea  the  nigh  and  the  k>w— I  am  henceforward  the 
qxNiae  of  the  grave." 

The  King  waa  about  to  answer  with  much  anger, 
«ben  a  Carmelite  monk  entered  the  apartment  hast- 
Ir,  his  head  and  person  mufUed  in  the  lung  mantle 
lad  hood  of  striped  cloth  of  the  coarsest  texture, 
%fakh  distinguished  his  order,  and,  flinging  himself 

El  bis  knees  Tiefore  the  King,  conjured  him,  by  every 
|ly  word  and  sign,  to  stop  the  execution. 
**^Now,  by  both  sword  and  aceptre!"  said  Richard, 
"the  world  are  leagued  to  drive  me  mad !— fools,  wo- 
Jnm,  and  monks,  cross  me  at  every  step.  How  comes 
Eto  live  still?" 

"My  gracious  liege,"  said  the  monk,  "I  entreated 
of  the  Lord  of  Gilsland  to  stay  the  execution  until  I 

had  thrown  myself  at  your  royal" 

'*And  he  was  wilful  enough  to  grant  thy  request?** 
■aid  the  King;  **but  it  is  of  a  piece  with  his  wonted 
obstinacy- And  what  ia  it  thou  hast  to  say  ?  Speak, 
ia  the  firnd*suame!" 

**My  lord,  there  is  a  weighty  secret— but  it  rests 
mder  the  seal  of  confetHiioii— I  dare  not  tell  or  even 
ishisper  it— but  I  swear  to  thee  by  my  holy  ordei^by 
the  habit  which  I  wear,  by  the  blessea  Elias,  our 
Ibunder,  e>'en  him  who  was  translated  without  suffer- 
ing the  ordinary  pangs  of  mortality- that  this  youth 
hath  divulged  to  me  a  secret,  which,  if  I  might  con- 
fide it  to  thee,  would  utterly  turn  thee  from  thy  bloody 
purpos«f  in  regard  to  him." 

"GfKjd  father,"  said  Ilichard,  "that  I  reverence  the 
church,  let  the  arms  which  I  now  wear  for  her  sake 
bear  witnessw  Give  me  to  know  this  secret,  and  I 
will  do  what  shall  seem  fitting  in  the  matter.  But  1 
am  no  blind  Bayard,  to  take  a  leap  in  the  dark  imder 
the  stroke  of  a  pair  of  priestly  spurs." 

"My  lord,"  said  the  holy  man,  throwing  hack  his 
eowl  and  upper  vestun>,  and  discoverins  under  the 
htier  a  garment  of  gout-skin,  and  from  oenrath  the 
fiainer  ai  visage  so  wildly  wasted  by  climate,  fast,  and 
penanix',  as  to  resemble  rather  the  apparition  of  an 
animated  skeleton  thrn  a  human  face,  ''for  twenty 
years  have  I  macvrateii  this  miserable  body  in  the 
cavemaof  Engaddi,  doing  penance  for  a  great  crime. 
Think  you  L  who  am  dead  to  the  world,  would  con- 
triw  a  falsehood  to  endanger  my  own  soul,  or  that 
one,  bound  by  the  most  Micred  uatbs  to  the  contrarv 
*-one  such  as  I,  who  have  but  one  longing  wish 
eonmcu^  with  earth,  to  wit,  the  rebuilding  of  our 
Christian  2^n— would  betray  the  secrets  of  the  coii- 
fcasional?  Both  are  alike  abhorrent  to  my  very 
aoul." 

**  So,"  answered  the  King,  "  thou  art  that  hermit 
pf  whom  men  speak  so  much?  Thou  art,  I  confess, 
like  enough  to  those  spirits  which  walk  in  dr>'  places, 
but  Richard  fears  no  hobgoblins— and  thou  art  he, 
loo,  as  I  bethink  me,  to  whom  the  Christian  princes 
lent  this  very  criminal  to  open  a  communiration 
•iriih  the  Soidan,  even  while  I,  who  ought  to  have 
been  first  consulted,  lay  on  my  sick-bed  ?  Thou  and 
tfaey  may  content  themselves— I  will  not  put  my  neck 
UII0  thu  loop  of  a  Cannelite'a  gitdl^^And,  for  your 


envoy,  he  shall  die,  the  rather  and  the  aooner  that 
thou  dost  entreat  for  him." 

"Now  (jod  be  gracious  to  thee.  Lord  King!"  said 
the  hermit,  with  mufh  emotion;  "ihou  art  setting 
that  mischief  on  foot  which  thou  wilt  hereafter  wish 
thou  hadst  stopt,  though  it  had  cost  thee  a  limb. 
Rash,  blinded  man,  yet  forbear!" 

"Away^  away,"  cried  the  King:  stamping;  "the 
sun  has  nsen  on  the  dishonour  oTEngland,  and  it  is 
not  yet  avenged.— Ladies  and  priest,  withdraw,  if  ye 
would  not  hear  orders  which  woidd  displease  you; 
for.  by  St  Geortfe,  I  swear"— 
— "  Swear  sot  !  *  said  the  voice  of  one  wlio  had  just 
then  entered  the  pavilion. 

"Ha  I  my  learned  Hakim,"  said  the  King ;  " corner 
I  hope,  to  tax  our  generosity." 

"I come  to  request  instant  speech  withyou- instant 
—and  touching  matters  of  deep  interest." 

"  First  look  on  my  wife,  Hakim,  and  let  her  know 
in  you  the  preserver  of  her  husband."  \ 

"It  is  not  for  me,"  sakl  the  physician,  "folding  his 
arms  with  an  air  of  Oriental  modesty  and  reverence, 
and  bending  his  eyes  on  the  ground,—"  It  is  not  for 
me  to  look  upon  beauty  unveiled,  and  armed  in  its 
splendours." 

"Retir^.  then,  Berengaria,"  said  the  Monarch; 
"and^  Edith,  do  you  retire  also;— nay,  renew  not 
your  importunitif s  1  This  I  give  to  them,  that  the 
execution  shall  not  be  till  high  noon.— Cro  and  be 
pacified— dearest  Berengaria,  bi-gone.— Edith,*'  ha 
added,  with  a  glance  whkrh  struck  terror  even  into 
the  courageous  soul  of  his  kinswoman,  "go,  if  you 
are  wise.'^ 

The  females  withdrew,  or  rather  hurried  from  the 
tent,  rank  and  ceremony  ff>rgotten,  much  hke  a  flock 
of  wild-fowl  huddled  together,  against  whom  the  fal- 
con has  made  a  recent  stoop. 

They  returned  from  thence  to  the  Queen's  pavilkm, 
to  indulge  in  regrets  and  recriminations,  equally  un- 
availing. Edith  was  the  only  one  who  seemed  to  dis- 
dain these  ordinary  channefs  of  sorrow.  Without  a 
sigh,  without  a  tesr.  without  a  word  of  upbraiding, 
she  attended  upon  the  Queen,  whose  weak  tempera- 
ment showed  her  sorrow  in  violent  hysterical  ecsta- 
sies, and  passionate  hypochondriacal  effusions,  in  the 
course  of  which  Edith  sedulously,  and  evenafiection- 
ately,  attended  her. 

"It  is  in)iH)ftsible  she  can  have  loved  this  knight," 
said  Florise  to  ('slista.  her  senior  in  attendance  upon 
the  Queen's  person.  '*  We  have  been  mistaken ;  she 
is  but  sorry  for  his  fate,  as  for  a  stranger  who  has 
come  to  trouble  on  her  account" 

"Hush,  hush,"  answered  her  more  experienced  and 
more  observant  comrade ;  "  she  is  of  that  nroud  house 
of  Planlagenet,  who  never  own  that  a  hurt  grieves 
them.  While  they  have  themselves  been  bleeding  to 
death,  under  a  mortal  wound,  they  have  been  known 
to  bind  up  the  scratches  sustained  by  their  more  faint- 
hearted comrades.— Florise,  we  have  done  frightfullr 
wrong;  and,  for  my  own  part,  I  would  buy  with 
every  jewel  1  have,  that  our  fatoi  jest  had  remained 
unacted." 


CHAPTER  XVTTT. 

Tliifl  work  rip«irpi  a  planriary  intrllifenr* 
Of  Ju|HU>r  and  Kil ;  and  thnve  yrcat  vpirili 
Are  proud,  fantaMiral.    It  a»lc«  f  rrat  chargM 
Tu  ^oticw  titcm  f>um  tlie  f  uidinir  or  tlieir  apharai. 
To  wait  (ID  iiiort«Ii.-ALBeMACAa. 

The  hermit  fo11owe<l  the  ladies  from  the  pavilion  ot 
Richard,  as  shadow  follows  a  beam  of  sunshine  when 
the  clouds  are  driving  over  the  fnce  of  the  sun.  But 
he  turned  on  the  thn-shold,  and  held  up  his  hand  to- 
wards the  King  in  a  warning,  or  almost  a  menacing 
posture,  as  he  said,— "Wo  to  him  who  rejects  the 
counsel  of  the  Church,  and  hi-taketh  himself  to  the 
foul  divan  of  the  infidel !  King  Richard,  I  do  not  yet 
shake  the  dust  from  my  feet  and  depart  from  thy  en- 
campment—the  sword  falls  not— but  it  hangs  but  b? 
a  hair.— Haughiy  monarch,  we  shall  meet  again." 

"Be  it  so.  haiightv  priest,"  returned  RicharcL 
"  prouder  in  thy  goat-skins  than  princes  in  purple  and 
fine  linen." 


TALES  OP  THE  CRUSADERS. 
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The  hermit  vanished  from  \ho  tfnt.  nnd  ibo  King 
conlinuMl,  ruldreHsiini?  the  Arnbiun,— "  Do  the  dt-rviwH 
nt'  thi*  Kiisr.  wise  Hakim,  ubl-  such  I'aiiiihariiy  with 
thrir  nriricfs  f" 

'*'rii!;(J«Tvi-<»,"  r«'ph('<l  AdonlMT,  "sho'iUl  he  ('irh«'r 
a  Bni^u  urn  iiiM(liinti ;  ihf.rc  i^  {]■»  iiiiiJdle  cuiirar  for 
him  WHO  wi  .ifj*  till"  khirkhnh,*  who  wal«-h»f>«  hy  m;;ht, 
and  iVistH  hy  (hiv.  Hcnci*.  hnth  hi.'  (;ithi!r  witxlixu 
enniiijh  to  [war  him^H-lf  ili«cn.'«.ily  m  thi-  prcscm-*;  of 
phin-L'S,  oreli^f,  Inviii;;  no  rcnson  histowiti  on  liim, 
ne  is  not  ri-siKMi-^ihli'  for  his  own  m-tiun.s." 

•'M'.thinkHoiir  monks  hnvcniloritid  chifllyihr* lat- 
ter chJinoiiT.''  Hai(!  Rirhanl— "  Mm  to  thf.'  liinttcr.— 
In  wlml  r.ui  I  pL-asiiri'  you,  my  if.inhft  phyHii-Jon  T' 

''(iii-at  Kim;,"  snid  Kl  Hnkim,  nnikint^  his  profound 
Oriental  ohi.iriancr,  "ifi  thy  sM-rvani  speak  (»nt'  word, 
and  yri  Iivm.  I  wnuld  nnnnd  thrt*  tiiut  thou  owest  — 
liol  to  m«*,  till  ir  humhl^f  insfrnnient— hut  to  ihi?  In- 
tel hi<<'nctR,  wiiose  benefits  1  di:<t)(;nse  lo  mortals,  a 
life     — 

"  And  I  warrant  mp  thou  wo>ii<l.^t  have  another  in 
requital,  ha  .'"  intermntiHi  the  Kiii^. 

Sue.!  is  my  humbk*  pray«.T,"  nnid  thn  Hnkim,  "to 
thnjircat  Meleih  Ric— «!ven  tht* liffof this mnni  knijrht, 
\%'ho  is  do'jmcti  to  die,  and  but  For  Micii  fnuit  ns  was 
conimiltel  by  the  Sultan  Adam,  »urnnmul  Aboulho- 
•char,  or  the  father  of  all  mpn." 

"Anil  thy  wisdtim  mii;hi  n-mind  thee,  H.ikim,  that 
Adam  ilieii  for  it,"  snid  the  Km:?,  sonjewliat  sternly, 
and  tiien  !M'-;^an  to  pare  the  iiarn>w  spa<-i>  of  his  tent, 
with  some  emotion,  nnd  to  tnik  to  hiins»'lf.  "Why, 
Ciod-n-merry— I  knew  whnt  he  desired  as  soon  as  ever 
he  entered  the  pavilion  !— Here  is  one  poor  hte  justly 
condemed  to  exrinrtion.  and  I,  n  kinsc  nnd  a  soldier, 
who  have  slain  thousands  bv  my  command,  and  seoren 
with  my  own  liaml,  am  to  nave  no  puwt  r  over  it,  al- 
though the  hoiiocr  of  my  arms,  of  my  house,  of  my 
very  UueiMi,  hath  lieen  littainiiHl  by  the  culprit— Hy 
Samt  (ipor^e,  it  makes  me  lau;;h  !-  -Hy  Snint  Louis, 
it  reminds  me«)f  RIonders  tale  of  an  enchanted  castli>, 
where  thedesiin'.-d  knit^ht  was  withsKsxl  successively 
in  his  pur{Nis«.!  of  entrance  by  forms  nnd  fit;un*s  the 
niosi  dissimilar,  but  all  hostile  to  his  undertnkint;! 
No  sooner  ono  sunk  than  another  appeared  !— Wife- 
Kinawomun— Hermit— Hnkim— each  npiK-ars  in  the 
lists  as  soon  as  ilie  other  is  defeated  !— Why,  this  is  a 
ain^^k'  kni.::lit  fiL^htinu:  ni;ainst  tlu^  wluile  inilic  of  the 
tournnmenl— ha!  ha!  hu!"'— And  Kiehard  laui^hiil 
aloud;  for  ht?  had,  in  fact,  bi^gun  to  rhani;e  his  moo<l, 
his  riHenlment  bein:^  usually  tuo  violent  to  be  of  long 
endurance. 

Thf*  pliv-ician  mean  while  look«  il  on  him  with  a 
countenance  of  surririsc,  not  unmini^leil  with  con- 
U>mpt ;  for  the  Ka stern  people  make  no  allowance  for 
ihom:  mercurial  chanjses  in  the  temper,  and  consider 
open  laiiijhter,  upon  almost  anv  account,  as  dero^i^a- 
lory  to  the  dignity  of  man,  nnd  becomim?  t>nly  lo  wo- 
men and  (rhiliiren.  At  lenirth,  the  saw  addressed  the 
Kin);,  when  he  saw  him  more  comiMised. 

"A  doom  of  denlh  should  n<»t  issue  fmm  Inuphins 
upi.— Li?t  thy  s«.rvnnt  hoi>c  that  thou  hast  {^ranti-d 
hmi  this  mnn's  life." 

"Take  the  freedom  of  a  thouHnnd  rat^tivesinstend," 
said  Hif.'hanl;  "  restore  s<j  mnny  of  thy  countrymen 
to  tlieir  tents  and  f.imilic*s.  nnd  1  will  sive  the  warrant 
instantly.  Thi-*  man's  life  can  nvall  thee  tiothing, 
and  it  is  forfeit' -d." 

"All  our  lives  an.' forfeited,"  said  the  Plakira,  put- 
ting his  hand  to  his  cnp.  "  But  the  ureal  Crethior  i.- 
merciful,  and  exacts  not  the  pledge  rii;orou8ly  nor 
untimely." 

_  "  Thou  const  show  mo,"  said  Richard,  "  no  special 
interest  thou  hast  to  beecune  intercessor  betwixt  me 
and  the  execution  of  justice^  to  which  1  am  sworn  aa 
a  crowned  kin^.'' 

"Tliou  art  sworn  to  the  dimlinji  forth  mercy  as 
well  as  justice,"  said  El  Hnkim;  "but  what  thou 
aerkest,  jfnsai  Kins,  is  the  execution  of  thine  own 
will.  And,  for  the  concern  I  have  in  this  rLtjUest, 
know  that  many  a  man's  life  depends  upon  thygranl- 
m^  this  boon." 

•  ^jiorall/,  the  turn  robe.  Tbe  habit  of  the  der^itu  is  to  ! 
•ailMt 


"ExT»lain  thy  words,"  snid  Rirhard;  "but  think 
not  to  impose  uiMin  m»-  by  lalse  rreti-xts." 

"  He  It  far  from  ihy  *K.*n.aiit !"  snid  AdonS'*'. 
"  Know,  then,  that  the  medic  me  lo  which  thou.  Sir 
Kill!;,  and  many  one  beside,  owe  th».'ir  r«-ciwrr>",  l* » 
t'llisiiian,  e.om|Ni<i>e(l  under  Ci-rt.'iiti  a:>pfcts  of  the 
h*  avens,  wilt  n  the  divine  Intel li;;t.nces  an.*  most  pp>- 
piiioiis.  I  am  but  tiie  poor  adminiiiirator  of  u«  Vir- 
tues. I  dip  It  in  a  cup  of  water,  observe  the  fining 
hour  to  ndminisier  it  to  the  patient,  and  the  poteni7 
of  thr- draught  works  the  cure." 

"A  most  rare  mitlicine,"  said  the  Kinz,  "andt 
commodious!  nnd,  as  it  may  be  carriefj  inlhelrech'i 
purse,  wi>ii!d  save  the  whole  caravan  of  camels  whicti 
they  reijuire  to  convey  drugs  and  physic-aluiF— I  ma* 
vel  there  is  !iuy  other  in  use." 

"It  is  written,"  answered  the  Hakim,  with  tro- 
porturbnble  uravitv,  "  'abuse  tiot  ihestetxl  which ha'Ji 
borne  thee  from  the  battle.'  Know,  that  such  lalifr- 
mans  mi^hi  indeed  lie  framed,  but  ran-  has  been  tbe 
number  of  aiiepis  who  have  danwi  to  undertake  the 
applicniirm  of  their  virtue.  Severe  resiriclions,  paiit* 
fill  observances,  fasts,  and  |)enani%%  are  ni.*cesj8r)- oa 
the  imrt  of  the  s:i£;e  who  uses  this  mu'ie  of  cuiv ;  tnJ. 
if,  through  neuleei  of  thiv^e  pretmralions,  by  his  lore 
of  ease,  or  his  indul;;enco  of  sensual  apfjetitc.  he 
omits  to  cure  at  least  twelve  persons  nithin  tbe 
eoursi'  of  rach  m<H)ii.  the  virtue  of  the  divine  Rifi 
di-parts  from  the  amulet,  and  b<jtli  tli'i  last  patent 
and  the  physician  will  be  eXf)osefi  to  apii^y  m\ii»' 
tune,  neither  will  they  survive  the  year.  1  rctiuirevet 
oiii-  lite  to  muke  up  the  appointed  number." 

"(to  out  into  the  vnuiw  Rotxl  Hnkim,  where  ihoa 
will  find  a-immy,"  said  the  Kins:,  "nnd  do  notSKk 
to  rob  my  heaiisman  of  hi.i  patients ;  it  is  unbecoming 
a  mediciii'T  of  thine  eminence  to  interfere  H'ith  the 

riractice  of  niioiher— Besides,  1  cniiiiot  see  how  d^ 
iverinu'  a  criminal  from  the  death  he  destrvfs,  should 
^'o  to  make  uit  thy  tale  of  miraculous  cures." 

"When  thou  canst  hIiow  why  a  drop  of  cold  watfr 
shoulil  have  run  d  thet!,  when  the  mo?it  prr.'ciousdni'^ 
fciil*Hl,"  said  the  Hakim,  "thou  niayst  reason  on  the 
othcrr  mysteries  attendant  on  this  matter.  For  nijr* 
self.  I  ain  ini'tficient  to  the  threat  work,  havinsthia 
morning  touched  an  unclean  animal.  Ask,  therefore, 
no  farther  questions ;  it  is  enough  that,  by  spanr^ 
this  mnn's  life  at  my  niiuest,  you  will  deliver  youn*^ 
Ijp'at  Kin?,  and  thy  servant,  from  a  gr  at  danctr." 

"Hark  ihtv.  .Adonbec,"  replied  the  King,  "I have 
no  objection  that  ki'ches  should  wrap  tlie^r  words  in 
mist,  and  pn  tend  to  derive  knowledge  from  the  stars ; 
but  when  vou  bid  KiehnnI  Plonin^enet  fear  that  a 
dunuer  will  tall  upon  kiin  from  some  idle  omen,  ur 
oniitreil  ceremonial,  you  speak  to  no  iznorant  Saxon, 
ordoiincold  woman,  who  forciroes  her  ourpose  bi>' 
cause  n  hare  crossi'S  the  path,  a  raven  croaks,  or  a 
cat  siiecjtcs." 

"I  cannot  hinder  your  doubt  of  my  words,"  nid 
Adonljec  ;  "  but  yi.'t,  let  m  v  Lord  the  Kin}?  vranl  that 
truth  is  on  the  tongue  of  his  senanf, — will  lie  thiak 
it  just  to  deprive  the  world,  atid  every  wn.'lch  wl» 
may  sutler  by  the  pains  which  so  lately  reduced  bun 
to  that  couch,  of  the  benefit  of  this  most  viriu>ius 
talisman,  rather  than  extend  his  foriQvi.'ness  lo  one 
P«H>r  criminal  7  Hethink  you,  I^rd  Kin^,  that  ihou^ 
thou  canst  slay  thousands,  thou  canst  not  ivstorvutu) 
man  to  health.  Kin;:s  have  the  power  of  Satan  to 
torment,  saj;es  that  of  Allah  to  neal—bcware  how 
thou  hindcn=:st  the  giMxi  to  humanity,  which  th<>u 
canst  not  thyself  render.  Thou  canst  cut  off  ibe 
head,  but  not  cure  the  aching  tiH>lh." 

"This  is  over  ins«>lent,"  said  the  Kin^,  hardenins 
himself,  as  the  Hakim  assumed  a  more  lofty,  aoJ 
almost  a  commundinic  tone.  "We  took  ihee  fotooi 
l«»ch,  not  for  our  couiisuUor,  or  conscienc  -keener." 
/'And  is  it  thus  the  most  renowned  Prince  of  Fran* 
l^istan  repays  benefit  done  to  his  rovdl  [icrson  T*  utiu 
El  Hnkim.  exchanging  iho  humble  nnd  stoopiof; 
postun*,  in  which  ho  had  liitherio  solicited  theEinOi 
ifor  un  attitude  li>fiy  and  commanding.  "Know, 
then,''  he  said,  "  that  through  every  court  of  KiituTj 
and  Asia— to  Moslem  antl  Nazarcriie— to  knixhi  and 
lady— wherever  harp  is  hoard  and  swonl  won-' 
wherever  honour  ia  lov«;fJ  aud  infamy  detettoJ-  -^ 
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»n'  quarter  of  ihn  world  will  1  (Ipnounn*  thcf,  ' 
lech  Ric,  :iA  thnnklcss  hikI  tirr^cniTou^;  nrid  cvi  ii  I 
;  lands— »f  tlii-H'  he  any  sinli  -tlirii  lurwr  hcnnl 
lliy   ft'Chtwii,  siiall  yd  be  aciiuiiinlfd  with  thy 
lino  I" 

*  An*  tli4»Sf  ti'rms  to  m«\  vile  iiifidt  1 !"  snid  Richnnl, 
idinjr  up  lo  him  in  fury.— "Art  wrory  cf  thy  hfo7" 

*  Strike !*^  Kiid  Kl  Hnkim ;  "  thiiit;  own  (kid  ^hnll 
Ml  pnint  I  hit!  inort>  worth  leit<*  thnri  could  my  wurds^ 
)ii;ni  ench  hnd  a  hornt'i't*  sthm.'' 

Hii'liard  turm-d  fit-rrtly  fnmi  lum,  folditl  hi«  arm?, 
versi^l  ihu  trnt  as  hifurc,  ami  thni  rxclniiunl, 
rhaiik.li't<s  nnd  unptni-rnns* ?- o«  \v«ll  In'  i«'rmt'd 
wnrtl  and  infidil!— Hakim,  iIhmi  hasi  chosni  thy 
on;  and  though  I  had  mthi  r  thou  hadi*!  nskini  my 
>un-i».'wi'lH,  Vfi  I  may  n«)r,  kinpliko,  n.-1'uso  thi-t*. 
ikc  this  Si'ot,  thiTtforo,  ii»  th»  kcrpini;— ilie  pro- 
sr  will  diiivtr  him  to  tht^'  on  thin  warrant." 
lit:  h.-ijftiiy  traced  one  or  two  lint.'!<«  nnd  uave  them 
the  pliyi^cian.  ''Uso  him  si 8  thy  hond-slavf,  to  In' 
■ptrtM^I  i)l"  as  thou  wilt— only,  let'  him  I'l-wan*  how 
■  corn*  s  before  thi!  rvcs  of  Kichanl.  Hark  tint— 
O'l  art  wise— hi*  hat'h  htvn  «n-»  r  Uild  nmon^  those 
u-ht>st:*fair  looks  and  wiiak  iudp;nu-ni8  wf  tni8t  our 
moor,  a>«  you  of  the  Kasi  hnljie  your  tnn«un-8  ir> 
:iik«  ts  of  f liver  wire,  as  fine  and  as  frail  as  the.  web 
a  C'W.^amer." 

'*Thy  iM-rvant  und<  rptands  the  wonis  (»f  thu  Kin;;," 
.ill  llie  ^S1l;♦■.  at  onee  resuminn  the  n  ven-nt  style  of 
Jdit'Hs  in  which  he  had  eoinini  rirtfl.  "  When  the 
?h  carpet  w  Foiletl,  the  fo(»l  piinieih  to  the8!nin— 
le  wine  man  co\ers  it  with  his  mantle.  I  have  heanl 
iv  lonl's  phanure,  and  to  hear  is  to o!>ey." 
'*'Il  lA  well."  i^aid  the  Kins;  "let  nini  consult 
If  own  safety,  nnd  never  ajtpcar  in  mv  presence 
ton*.— I"  tlier^!  au^ht  c\ae  in  wlijch  I  may  do  th»- 
ensure  ?'* 

**Tlie  Innrnty  of  the  Kint;  hath  fdhil  my  cup  tn  the 
rim,"  said  the  ha;!e :  "yea,  it  hath  Ix-cn  abundant 
n  the  fountain  which  pprun«  iin  amid  the  cniim  of 
ie  d»Fcondant«  of  Israel,  \viie\i  the  rock  was  stricken 
y  the  rod  i>f  Moussa  He:i  Amran." 
"Ay.  but,"  haid  the  Kiny,  sniihnp,  "it  n-rjuirwl,  ns 
1  tin*  lii'sert,  a  hanl  blow  on  the  roek,  ere  ii  yielded 
Is  tn  n«nrert.  I  would  that  I  knew  soin'thin*.:  to 
leasiire  thct\  which  I  nri.'hl  ynbl  as  fn-ely  as  the 
mural  fiiuntnin  S4'nds  forth  its  walei.i.'' 
*•  I.»  1  ni<-  tuiieh  that  vieiiiri«ni«»  liaiul,"  s-iid  th-sTJc. 
in  tiikf  n,  that  if  Adiuibte  tj  Thikim  shniild  hcn.*- 
ftiT  (lennnri  r.  b(N>n  of  H:i'!ianl  of  Mn^latid,  he  Uiay 
0  .«.;.  y  I  pi'  .id  his  ciMnmnnti." 
**Th<ni  ha«t  haiid  nnd  jrl-ive  ufHm  it.  man."  rfpli)"*! 
ic)i:irl ;  "iinly.  if  l!iou  eniriCr^t  consihlently  make  up 
ly  t:ii'  of  patients  witiitxir  rravin^  me  to  di  liver 
oni  punishment  thi>s«*  who  have  di-M  rvrti  it,  1 
nub  I  1 1  it  ire  wiiiin^ly  dischar;;e  my  debt  in  ^ome 
III  r  lorin." 

*■  May  thy  days  he  niultiplietl !" — answent!  the 
akiiii.  ana  wiilidrew  from  the  apnrtnu-nt  nfur  the 
m:il  dip  obeisance. 

Kmjj  Kichanl  gnzid  nfter  him  as  hedj-partt-d,  like 
I"  but  li alt* satisfied  with  what  hud  passiil. 
"Stv.intre  pertinacity."  he  ^:lid,  "in  th  s  Kakim. 
Ill  a  wiindiTful  chaiicc  to  inti-rferc  U-rweeij  that 
iiffi.'i.His  S'ot  nnd  the  f'ia«>iisi-u)enl  he  has  nwrired 
>  rit  lily.  Yet,  li  I  him  livi  I  thin-  is  one  brave  man 
u-  iiiiiff  in  tlie  worM.— Aiiil  imw  for  the  \iiHtriaii.  - 
ill,  js  r'le  Baron  nf  (Jii^.lanl^  there  \ii(hoiit  ? ' 
Si"  Tii"m:iH  de  Vaux  thus  summoiM  il.  bis  bulky 
iriii  s;>-«ib!v  (iarkene^l  thi- oim-uui:;  nf  liie  p:i\ilion, 
ri:ili'  l»  bind  him  ;:lid»d  ns  a  specirr,  im  tunimnenl, 
et  nf!>»i';"  »•*«'.  ihi-  savasic  iDriii  of  ihi*  hermit  of  En- 
aibli  wraji;'d  in  his  i:n:it->^kin  mantle. 
liiehard.  without  notiiin:;  Iks  tjresi nee,  eallcci  in  a 
Hid  ton"  (o  the  l!an>ii,  "  Sir  1  homuv  de  Vaux,  »f 
<a.ii-ri'(»st  and  Gilsland,  take  trum;*et  and  herald. 
ind  ;.'•>  im^t'intly  to  the  ii-nt  of  lum  whom  tiny  tall 
irc!e!i:ke  of  Au»-tria,  nml  sie  that  it  iu' win  h  ibe 
irt"-*  of  bis  knights  and  va«Njds  is  jm-ati  st  annmd 
inn.  as  IS  likelv  at  this  Inicr,  for  the  (ieruiaii  b«)ar 
ir'ikf-tsts  ere  fie  hears  nnr-s,- -enter  his  j-.iej*iiiee 
with  a««  li'tle  reven-nee  as  rhoii  ma\Hf.  and  usiiiich 
hini.  ill!  'li"  part  of  Richard  of  Kniclaud,  that  In-  hath 
ihiri  nuht,  by  hi«  own  hand,  or  Uiui  ui  uiiitn,  stolen 


from  its  stafT  the  Pnnncr  of  Enjrlnnd.  WTierefore, 
<«ay  to  hill!  our  pleasun-,  that,  within  an  hour  from 
ihc  time  of  my  speakin:;,  he  resti»ro  the  said  banner 
Willi  all  revinnee-  he  himself  and  his  principal 
bar  ins  waiiim;  the  whilst  with  heaiis  uncovered,  and 
without  till  ir  robes  of  honour.— Ami  that,  mon"«)ver, 
he  pilch  beside  it,  on  the  one  hand,  his  <»wn  Kanner 
of  Austria  ri'ver^al,  ns  that  whi<h  hath  been  dis- 
honoured by  theft  nnd  felony— and  on  the  olhiT.  o 
lance,  b'.'arini;  tin'  bloody  head  of  him  who  was  nis 
nearest  eounsellor,  or  a^si.'^tnnt,  in  tins  bast;  iniurv— 
And  Kiv,  that  .Mich  our  behests  beinj;  punctually  dis- 
cliar«»(l.  we  will,  for  the  snkc  of  our  vow.  and  the 
weal  of  the  Holy  Fiaiid,  for;?ive  his  other  forfeits." 

**  Anil  how  if  the  Duke  of  .Ausinn  denv  all  acces- 
sion to  this  act  of  wroni(  and  of  felony  7'^  said  Tho- 
mas de  Vaux. 

"Tell  him,"  rr'plicd  the  Kinjr,  "we  will  prove  it 
u|M)n  bis  body— ay,  were  In*  backed  with  his  two 
brnvest  charni)ions.  Kni'.;hthke  will  we  prove  it,  ov 
foot  or  on  horse,  in  the  desert  or  in  the  field,  time, 
place,  nnd  nrm.',  nil  at  his  own  choicr." 

" Bi.fhink  yi  uof  ih»' iMa«'e  t)f  Uml  nnd  the  Church, 
my  lie^e  lord."  said  the  Han)ii  of  Gilshind,  "  among 
those  prinet-s  t  n^ni^e^l  in  this  holy  Ousade." 

"  Bethink  you  how  to  execute"  my  commands,  my 
lieixe  vansal,  answenfl  Kichanl,  impatiently.  "Me- 
thinks  nun  r  xpeet  to  turn  our  purposfv  by  their  brtaih. 
ns  buys  blow  fiutlnrs  to  and  fni— Peace  of  the  Church  I 
—who,  I  prithee,  minds  it?  The  peaee  of  the  church, 
nmonir  Cixu-adi-r*-.  implies  war  with  the  Saracens, 
with  whom  the  nrinces  have  made  truce,  and  the  one 
ends  with  the  otlier.  .And.  besides,  sec  you  not  how 
every  prince  of  them  is  si  ekini;  his  own  sev«-ral  ends? 
- 1  wdl  s<"ek  mine  also-nnd  that  is  honour.  For 
h(mour  I  cal^e  iiiilier,  nnd  if  I  niny  not  win  it  upon 
the  Saraeeiis,  nt  lea.^t  I  will  not  loose  a  jot  fnmi  nny 
resp»-ct  to  th;s  paltry  Duke,  thou;;h  he  wi  re  bulwarked 
and  buttn»sS'(l  by  every  prince  m  the  f 'rusnriu." 

De  Vaux  turmil  to  obey  the  King's  mandate,  shrug- 
cintr  his  shoulders  at  the  same  time,  the  bluntiussof 
his  natun'  beins"nable  to  (xmceal  that  its  tenor  went 
against  his  judgment.  Itiit  tin.'  hermit  of  Kn^addt 
sbfipeil  fiirwaid,  nnd  nssumeil  the  uir  of  one  charged 
with  i)i.:;her  lommnnds  than  tluj-^*  of  a  mere  enrtnly 
potennte.  Imiwd,  his  dnss  of  shaujsy  skins,  his  un- 
combetl  nml  iintrimmed  hair  and  beard,  his  lean, 
wild,  and  eoiilorted  features,  nnd  the  almost  insane 
iin*  which  uli-ami-*!  fn)m  iindi  r  his  bushy  eyebrows, 
mrtde  him  ai>i)n)ach  nearly  to  our  idea  oi  some  seer 
of  Seri:*ture.  who.  ehnr:!id  with  lii;:h  missum  to  the 
Hnful  Ki.mri  of  Jiidnli  or  Israel,  «l«scenileu  from  the 
roeks  and  cavi-nis  m  wliieh  he  dwelt  in  abstracted 
solitude,  to  abash  earthly  tyninis  in  the  midst  of  their 
pride,  bv  di«iehnri;im;on  them  theb|;^:hlini;(lenuncia- 
tion*  of' Divine  Majisty,  even  as  the  cloml  dischnrKCS 
the  li<;htniii^s  with  which  it  is  frauuht,  on  the  pinna- 
cN'S  nnd  towers  of  ca^ile.s  and  pahiee.<«.  In  the  midst 
of  his  most  wayward  uummI.  Kichanl  resveetixl  the 
chureh  and  its  ministers,  and  th 011^4 h  ofltndcd  at  the 
intrusion  of  the  hermit  into  his  tent,  he  greeted  him 
with  respi-et ;  at  the  s;inie  lime,  however,  niukinr 
a  siirii  to  Sir  TliJinas  dc  Vaux  to  hasten  on  his  niea- 
sn^e. 

^ut  the  h(  rmit  pnihibited  the  Baron,  by  gesture, 
look,  and  wtinl,  to  stir  a  yard  on  siieh  an  errand; 
and,  Inddinu  i:;>  ins  bare  arm,  fn'in  wbieh  the  goat- 
:<«kin  mantle  fill  baek  m  tnc  violence  of  his  action,  he 
wnveij  It  aloft,  nn-a'-'er  with  fnnnne,  and  wi -altd  with 
the  blows  i)f  tin-  di-eip|ine. 

"  III  the  II aim-  of  <  lod,  and  of  the  most  Imly  FnthiT. 
the  viieiien  nt  of  liie  ('hri.sli.in  Chunh  uj.on  earth,  I 
proliibii  thi^  niii^t  pnifane.  bloml-thirsty,  and  brulaL 
ditiaiM'e,  bftwixt  two  t'hrisiinn  prince.s,  whose 
sboiiidiTs  are  sii;ni-d  with  the  bless* d  mark  under 
which  ihey  swure  bn)therhood.  Wo  to  hiin  by  wlioni 
I  it  is  bmUen !- Kichanl  of  r.n;;lniid,  recall  the  most 
unhallowiil  nn?-saL'e  thou  ba>t  ^iven  to  that  baron— 
'  Donui-r   and   Dmili   nn'  ni::h   thee!— the  da^c^r  is 

;  jrlainimi  nt  tbv  vi  ry  ihront  I" 

•      "Danirir  and  I)iath  nn*  playnnitcs  to  Richard," 
nnr>wi.i(  d  the  inoiian-h,  proiu.iv ;  "  .ind  he  huth  braved 
I  to<i  many  swirls  10  fi  ar  a da^'jrir.'' 
1     "Danger  ond  Deudi  are  near.'*  replied  the  senri 
U5 
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andL  sirikinff  hin  voice  to  a  hollow,  iinenrthly  tone,  he 
added,  "And  after denih  the judunu'nl!" 

"Otx)(l  nnd  h«>!y  fuiher.''  »aid  Richard,  "  I  n-verence 

thy  piTson  and  thy  Hamriity" 

Reveronrc  nut  nic !"  intcrnipud  the  hennit ;  "  rr»- 
verenci^  fiooncr  the  vilfst  insiM-t  ihnt  rrawls  hy  the 
shores  of  the  Dend  Sen.  and  feinJA  urN)n  it!«  uceurwd 
sHmc.  Rut  reverence  Him  whi)t«<>  coiuinnnds  I  Bf)eak 
— ^Revirencf  Him  whoso  seiMjIchn*  yon  have  vuwwl 
to  reiM^ue- -Rcven»  the  oath  of  concord  which  you 
have  sworn,  and  hrrnk  not  the  silver  eon!  <>f  uni«)n 
and  fidelity  with  wiiich  yon  have  bound  yourself  to 
your  princely  <onfed»frates." 

"rJoo<I  Father,"  said  the  Kinsi,  "  vou  of  the  rhurch 
seem  to  mo  to  prcsuinu  soiuewlint,  it  a  I-iymnn  may 
say  so  mur'h,  upon  the  diunitvof  your  holy  charnrtiir. 
Without  challcnsjnt;  your  ri^rlt  to  lake  charge  of  our 
conscience,  methinks  you  iniKht  leave  us  the  chaiT^e 
ofour  own  honour." 

"Prc«»U[ne!"  n-peatid  the  hermit--" is  it  for  me  to 
presume,  roval  RichanI,  who  am  hut  (he  bril  oU'ying 
the  hand  oMhe  st?xton  -but  the «4Miaid«ss  and  worth- 
less tnm»pct.  carrying  the  command  of  him  who 
sounds  it?— Stjc,  on  mv  knifes  I  throw  myfelMM'fore 
thee,  implorin;;  thi*e  to  have  mercy  on  Christendom, 
OQ  England,  and  on  thvself !" 

"Ris<%  rist?,"  said  Richani.  compcllinK  hhn  to  stand 
up ;  "  it  besHMus  not  that  knees,  which  an?  m  (to- 
9uently  bcaide<l  to  tiic  D<'ity,  shoidd  press  tlic>  •rround 
in  honour  of  man.  What  dnn^^er  awaits  us,  reven^ia 
father?  and  when  stood  the  power  of  England  so  low, 
that  the  noisy  bluster  of  this  new-made  Duke's  dis- 
pleasure should  alarm  her,  or  her  monarch  7" 

"I  have  looknl  forth  from  my  mountain  turret  upon 
the  starry  host  of  heaven,  as  each  in  his  midnii?ht  cir- 
cuit uttered  wisdom  to  aiiothcr,  nnd  kno^.-'odste  to  the 
few  who  can  understand  their  voice.  Then.'  sits  an 
enemy  in  thy  House  of  Life,  I^nl  Kin^^,  nialiun  at 
once  to  thy  fame,  and  thy  prosperity— an  emanation 
of  Saturn,  menacintc  thee  with  inoiant  nnd  bloody 
peril  and  which,  hut  thou  yield  thy  proud  will  to  (ho 
rule  of  thy  duty,  will  presently  cnisn  thee,  even  in  thy 
pride." 

"Awav,  away— this  is  heathen  science,"  said  the 
Kin;?.  "  Christians  practise  it  not— wise  men  Micve 
it  not.— Old  man.  thou  dniest." 

"I  dote  not,  Richnnl,"  answered  the  hermit— "I 
am  not  so  haptiy.  I  know  my  condition,  and  that 
some  portion  of  n^ason  is  vet  permitt'>d  mo,  not  for 
my  own  use,  but  I  hat  of  the  Church,  and  tliendvanc*.^ 
ment  of  the  Cro«)s.  I  am  the  blind  man  who  holds  a 
torch  to  other4,  thou^zh  it  yields  no  li^dit  to  hiniself 
Ask  me  (oiichirii»  what  concerns  the  weal  of  Christen- 
dom, nnd  of  this  Crusade,  and  I  will  apeak  with  thcK* 
as  the  wisest  eoimst^llor  on  whos<.'  ton^ut^  ncrsun*<iim 
ever  sat.  Sjienk  to  me  of  my  own  wrKtc!u»il  neim;,  and 
my  words  sliull  be  those  of  the  maniac  outcast  which 
I  am."  * 

"I  would  not  break  the  bands  of  unitv  a^imder 
amons:  the  Prinr^es  of  the  Crusade,"  said  RichanI, 
with  a  mitit^ntwl  time  and  manner;  "bu(  whntatonc- 
mvnt  can  (hey  render  iw.  for  the  injustice  and  insidt 
which  I  have  f*u8tain«l  ?" 

"Even  of  that  I  am  prrpared  nnd  commissioned  to 
speak  by  the  ( -oimcil.  whi'h,  meetiu'.^  hastily  at  the 
summons  of  Philip  of  France,  have  taken  meaMires 
for  that  efiirt." 

"S(rari'je,"  renlirtl  Richard,  "that  others  should 
treat  of  what  is  due  to  the  wounded  3Lijesty  of  Eng- 
land !" 

"Thev  nr*  willinufto  anticipate  your  demands,  if  it 
be  p088ibl•^"  answen'd  the  hermit.  "  In  a  l»ody,  they 
consent  that  the  Hnnner  of  England  be  n>pl:iced  on 
Saint  (Teor^''8  Mount,  and  they  Inv  under  ban  nn<^ 
oondemnnti  >n  the  audacious  cnminaj.  or  eriminnis, 
by  whom  it  was  outraifal.  iind  will  announoj  a 
prin«'ely  reward  to  any  who  shall  denounce  ilur  tlelin- 
quent's  :;uilt,  and  give  hia  flesh  to  the  wolves  and 
ravens." 

"And  Austrin,"  said  Richard— "upon  whom  rest 
•uch  siron'^presuniptiunsthat  he  was  the  author  of 
lliedi-ed?" 

"To  prevent  discord  in  the  host,"  replied  the  her- 
mit "  Austria  will  clear  himaelf  of  the  suipiciun,  by 


submitting  to  whatsoever  ordeal  the  Patriarch  of  Je- 
rusalem fliall  imixtst.-.'* 

''Wll  he  oli-ar  himself  by  the  trial  by  combttr* 
said  King  Richard. 

"His  oath  prohibits  it."  said  the  hermit;  "ind, 
monH>ver,  the  Council  of  the  Princes" 

"Will  neithffr  authorize  battle  against  the  San- 
cens."  interrupdil  RichanI.  *'  nor  af^amst  any  oneelse. 
Put  it  isenoimh,  father-thouhastsJiown  me  the  folly 
of  proceivliii::  an  I  desit^ned  in  this  matter.  You  rhul 
sooner  lii;ht  your  ton  h  in  a  uuddle  of  rain,  than 
bnn^  a  sfmrk  out  of  a  cold-blooded  coward.  There  is 
no  honour  to  Im*  j^ained  on  Austria,  and  so  let  kim 
pass.— [  will  have  him  iierjure  himself,  howi  ver;  I 
will  insist  on  the  onleal.  -How  I  slinll  lausli  to  hfv 
hiseluiiisv  fin:ft'rs  hiss,  as  liegras|)S  the  red-hot  ^lobe 
of  in>n !— .Vy,  or  his  hu»e  mouth  riven,  and  hisfnillet 
swelling  to  sutfocation.  as  he  endeavours  to  swaiknr 
the  (•onsccrated  bn-ad  I" 

"  Ptare.  Richard,"  s-iid  the  hermit— *'Oh,  peace, £w 
shame  if  not  for  chanty !  Who  shall  praise  or  hoiKwr 
princes  who  insult  and  calumniate  each  ntherl 
.\las !  thnt  a  cn;ntun>  »i  nobloas  thou  art— so  accom- 
plished in  princelv  ihoui^iits  and  princely  daiiaff— m 
fittiHJ  (o  honour  Christendom  by  thy  actiom^  and.  ui 
thv  calmer  mood,  u>  rulo  her  by  thy  wisdom,  should 
yet  hnve  I  lie  brute  and  wild  fury  of  the  lirin,  minfded 
with  the  di^iity  and  courage  of  that  king  of  the 
foH'si :" 

He  remained  an  instant  musins  with  his  eyes  find 
on  the  KTound.  and  then  pmceeded — *Rot  HeaveO, 
that  knows  our  imperfect  nature,  acceuis  of  our  im- 
p«>rfect  obt>fiiciice,  and  hath  delayeu,  though  not 
averti^l,  the  bloody  end  of  thy  daring  bfe.  The  d^ 
s(n)yin£;  an^tel  hath  stood  still,  as  of  old  by  (he 
thn'shinu-tloor  of  .Aniunah  the  JiiboaiUs  and  (be 
blade  is  drawn  in  his  hand,  by  which,  at  no  dislaot 
dale,  Richard,  the  lion-hcartui,  sliall  be  as  lowas  ibe 
meanest  inasant." 

"  Must  it  then  l>e  s»)  soon  ?"— said  Richard.  **Yrt, 
even  so  be  it.  May  my  course  be  bright,  if  it  be  but 
britf!" 

".Mas!  noble  Kin;:."  said  the  solitary,  and  it  Kern- 
ed as  if  a  tear  (unwimied  (jniest)  wx:n'pathmnginh)i 
dry  and  Kl^'-ened  eyi;— "short  and  melanclYoly,  Diarked 
wfth  mortification,  nnd  calamity,  and  captivity,  is  die 
span  that  divides  thi^-  from  the  crave  which  yawns 
for  thee— a  ^Tave  in  which  thou  snnit  be  laki  without 
bneaue  to  succec>d  thee— without  the  tears  of  a  p«o- 
I)le,  exhaus(e(l  by  thy  ceaseless  wars,  to  lanK*nt  ih«e 
—without  havins  extendcil  iheknowledge  «f  tliywb- 
iects  -witliiiui  having  done  aught  to  enlai;ge  their 
hnnpine.ss." 

"  Hut  not  without  n>nown,  monk— not  withont  the 
tears  of  (be  lady  of  my  love !  These  conaolalioni, 
which  thou  canst  neither  know  nor  estimate,  await 
uf)on  KiehanI  ro  hisjcrave." 

"  /h)  I  not  know— rnit  I  not  estimate,  the  value  of 
minstrcrs  pniis<-,  and  of  lady's  love!'  ivtorted  the 
htrinit.  in  a  ton'*,  which  for  a  moment  seemori  u 
emulate  the  cndiusiarin  of  RichanI  nitnscit  "King 
of  Euidann,"  he  eon(inucd.  extendiiiK  bis  emocialfa 
arm,  ''die  bl«NMl  which  boils  in  thy  blue  veins'  ii  not 
more  noble  (iian  that  w^hich  stagnates  in  mine.  Few 
and  cold  as  ih(>  drops  arc,  they  still  are  of  the  blood 
of  (he  ruynl  LiiKi^nan— <if  the  heroic  and  sainted  God- 
fp  *'.  I  am— (hat  is,  I  was  when  in  the  world— Alll^ 
tick  Morteinar" 

"  Whos'-'  dfixls."  said  Richard,  "  have  so  often  filled 
Fame's  I  rump. t !  Is  it  so— can  it  be  so?— (\«ld 
su<th  a  lifiiii  as  (hine  fall  fn>m  the  horiion  of  chivalry, 
anti  ye:  men  be  uncertain  where  ils  embers  had 
alighted?" 

"Seek  a  fallen  star,"  sakl  the  heruiit,  **and  ihoo 
shalt  only  liu:ht  on  some  fou!  jelly,  which,  in  shoot- 
ini;  through  the  horixon,  has  assiinied  for  a  muiueot 
un  ap{M>.irancc  of  splendour.  Richard,  if  I  thoucfat 
that  ivndiii;;  the  bloody  veil  from  my  horrible  lai* 
could  make  thv  proud  heart  stoop  to  the  distriplioa 
of  the  cbwrch.  I  could  find  in  my  lieart  to  tell  (bM 
a  talc,  which  I  haw  hitherto  kept  gnawing  at  uf 
vitals  in  conceatmtmr,  like  the  sinf-cfcvoted  >-ouih  n 
Heathenesse.— Listen,  then,  RichanL  and  may  tha 
grief  and  despair^  which  cauDot  avail  this  wnldiai 
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■mnant  of  what  wan  once  a  man,  b<?  powpiful  on  i 
n  cicninple  to  so  noble,  yet  8o  wild  n  bt'inj;  an  thou  j 
n !    Yea— 1  will— I  if i7/  trnr  open  the  lonR- hidden  : 
'01111(19,  nlihoudi  in  thy  very  presence  they  should 
ked  to  death  r^ 

Kinff  Richard,  upon  whom  the  history  of  Albenck 
r  Mortemar  had  made  a  deep  impression  in  his  early 
earfL  when  Minstrels  were  rejralinR  his  father's  halls 
'ith  leiTends  of  the  Holv  Land,  listened  with  respect 
I  the  outlines  of  a  talc,  which,  darkly  and  imper- 
?ctly  sketched,,  indicated  sufficiently  the  cause  of 
le  partial  msanity  of  this  singular  ana  most  unhappy 
einQ. 

*•  I  neeti  not,"  he  said,  "tell  thee,  that  I  was  nohlc  in 
irth.  hifdi  in  fortune,  strong  in  arms,  wise  in  council. 
.11  theiw  1  was:  but  while  tiie  noblest  ladies  in  Pales- 
ne  strove  which  should  wind  garlands  for  my  helmet, 
ly  love  was  fixed— unalterably  and  devotedly  fixed— 
n  a  maiden  of  low  dei^e.  Her  father,  an  ancient 
iklier  of  the  Cross,  saw  our  passion,  and  knowing 
le  difference  betwixt  us,  saw  no  other  refuge  for  his 
aiiffhtef  8  honour  than  to  place  her  within  the  sha- 
ow  of  the  cloister.  1  returned  from  a  distant  expedi- 
un,  loaded  with  spoils  and  honour,  to  fmd  mv  nap- 
iness  was  destroyed  for  ever!  I,  too,  sougnt  tne 
loistcr,  and  Satan,  who  had  marked  me  for  his  own, 
reathm  into  my  heart  a  vapour  of  spiritual  pride, 
khich  could  only  have  had  its  source  in  his  own  in- 
*mal  regions.  1  had  risen  as  high  in  the  church  as 
efore  in  the  state— I  was.  forsooth,  the  wise,  the 
elf-sufficient,  the  impeccable!— I  was  the  counsellor 
f  councils— I  was  the  director  of  prelates— how 
houid  I  stumble- wherefore  should  I,  fear  teinpta- 
ion  ?— Alas !  I  became  confessor  to  a  sisterhood,  and 
.mon^t  that  sisteTho^)d  I  found  the  long- loved— the 
Mig-lost.  Sparc  ray  farther  confession !— A  fallen 
lun,  whose  guilt  was  avenged  by  self- murder,  sleeps 
oundly  in  the  vaults  of  flngaddi,  while,  above  her 
ery  grave,  gibbers^^  moans,  and  roars  a  creature,  to 
vhom  but  so  much  reason  is  lef^  as  may  suffice  to 
uider  him  completely  sensible  to  his  fate ! 

*' Unhappy  man!"  said  Richard,  "I  wonder  no 
onger,  at  tny  misery.  How  didst  thou  escape  the 
looin,  which  the  canons  denounce  against  tiiy  of- 
ence  V 

"  Ask  one  who  is  yei  in  the  gall  of  worldly  bitter- 
less,"  said  the  hermit,  "  and  he  will  speak  of  a  life 
^m\  for  personal  respe<"ts.  and  fn)m  considera- 
lon  to  high  birth.  But,  Richard.  /  tell  th<>e,  that 
?rovi<Iencc  hath  preserved  me,  to  lift  me  on  high  as 
I  light  and  beacon,  whose  a.«hes,  when  this  earthly 
iicl  ifl  burnt  out,  must  yet  l>e  flung  into  Tophet.— 
ft'itht'nxi  and  shnink  as  this  poor  form  is,  it  is  yet 
iQininted  with  two  spirits— one  active,  shrewd,  and 
Nercing,  to  advoi^ate  the  cause  of  the  Church  of 
Frrusalcm— one  mean,  abject,  and  despairing,  fluctii- 
iting  lM>twtH'n  madness  and  misers',  to  mourn  over 
ny  own  wrc-tchedness,  and  to  gi'iard  holy  relics, 
n  which  it  would  be  most  sinful  for  me  even  to  cast 


ly  rye.  Pity  me  not!— it  is  but  sin  to  pity  the 
MS  of  such  an  abject— pity  me  not,  but  profit  bv 
iy  example.    Tliou  standest  on  the  highest,  anri. 


ifrffi»re,  on  the  most  dangiTous  pinnacle,  occupii^ 
V  any  diristian  prince.  Tliou  art  proud  of  lieart, 
fOfe  of  life,  bloody  of  hand.  Put  fr«)tii  thee  the  sins 
,'hi«*h  are  to  thee  as  daugliters-  though  th»y  l»e  d«ar 
>  ihc  sinful  Adam,  vxpt I  these  adopted  furits  from 
ly  bf^raat— thy  pride,  thy  luxury,  iny  blood -thirst  i- 
«^»!" 

'*  He  mves,"'  said  Richanl,  lumingfrom  the  solitary 
?  P«  Vaux,  as  one  who  felt  sumc  pain  from  a  sarcasm 
.hi^h  yet  he  could  not  n-seni- lln-n  turned  him 
nlmly,  and  somewhat  sct>mfu1ly,  lo  the  anchoret, 
■5  he  npliH«l—"  Thou  hast  found  afiiirlHvyofdaugh- 
PT*.  fivennd  father,  to  our  who  hath  be«n  but  few 
nonths  married;  but  since  I  must  put  them  from 
ny  roof,  it  witc  but  like  a  Hither  to  pr«)vide  them 
%ith  pwiiahlc  matches.  Wheretbre,  1  will  part  with 
ny  pride  to  the  noble  Canon»  of  th"  Church— iny 
uxuT)',  as  th<Mi  cairst  it,  to  the  Monks  of  the 
iile— and  my  blood-thirstiness  to  the  Knights  of  (he 
Temple." 

*•  O,  heart  of  steel,  and  hand  of  iron,"  said  the 
inchoret— *'  upon  whom  example,  as  well  as  advice, 


is  alike  thrown  nway !— Vet  aha  It  thou  be  ipared  for 
a  season,  in  case  it  so  be  thou  shouldst  turn  and  do 
that  which  is  awvptable  in  the  sight  of  Heaven.— 
For  me,  I  must  return  to  my  place.— Kyrie  Rleison  I— 
I  am  he  through  whom  the  rays  of  heavenly  grace 
dart  like  those  of  the  sun  through  a  burning  glass, 
concentrating  them  on  other  objects  until  they  kmdle 
and  blaze,  while  the  glass  itself  remains  cold  and 
uninfiuenccd.— Kyrie  Kleison  I— the  poor  must  be 
called,  for  the  ricn  have  refused  the  banquet— Kyrie 
Eleison  !" 

So  saying,  he  burst  from  the  tept,  uttering  loud 
cnes. 

"  A  mad  priest !"— said  Richard,  from  whose  mind 
the  frantic  exclamations  of  the  hermit  had  partlv 
obliterated  the  impression  i>roduced  by  the  detail  of 
his  personal  history  and  misfortunes.  "  Af^er  him, 
De  Vaux,  and  see  nc  comes  to  no  harm  ;  for.  Cru- 
saders as  we  are,  a  juggler  hath  more  reverence 
amongst  our  varlets  than  a  priest  or  a  saint,  and  they 
inav,  perchance,  put  some  scorn  upon  him. 

The  knight  obeyed,  and  Richard  presently  gave 


_heavyfi 

that  it  is  not  passed  by  a  more  competent  judge. 
Yet  the  Saracens,  who  are  accomplished  in  mystical 
knowledge,  will  often  maintain,  that  He.  in  whose 
eyes  the  wisdom  of  the  sage  is  but  as  folly,  inspiree 
wisdom  aufl  prophecy  into  the  seeming  follv  oi  the 
madman.  Yonder  hermit  is  said  to  read  the  stare 
too,  an  art  generally  practised  in  these  lands,  where 
the  heavenly  host  was  of  yore  the  object  of  idolatry. 
I  would  I  had  asked  him  touching  the  loss  of  my 
banner  ;  for  not  the  blessed  Tishbite,  the  founder  of 
his  order,  could  seem  more  wildly  wrapt  put  of  him- 
self, or  speak  with  a  tongue  more  resembling  that  of 
a  prophet.— How  now,  Dc  Vaux,  what  news  of  the 
mad  priest  7" 

"  Mad  priest,  call  you  him,  my  lord  ?"  answered 
Dc  Vaux.  **  Methinks  he  resembh's  more  the  blessed 
Baptist  himself;  just  issued  from  the  wilderness.  He 
has  placed  himself  on  one  of  the  militar>'  engines, 
and  from  thence  he  preaches  to  the  soldiers,  as  never 
man  prcachfxl  since  the  time  of  Peter  the  Hermit. 
The  camp,  alarmed  by  his  cries,  crowd  around  him 
in  thousands  ;  and  breaking  off  every  now  and  then 
from  the  main  thread  of  his  discourse,  he  addressee 
the  s«;veral  nations,  each  in  their  own  languacre,  and 
presses  u|)on  each  the  arguments  best  qualified  to 
urge  them  to  perseverance  in  the  delivery  of  Pales 
tine." 

*'  By  this  light,  a  nolde  hermit  f  said  King  Richard. 
"  But  what  else  could  come  from  the  blood  of  God 
frey  ?  //«  despair  of  safety.  I>ecau8e  he  hath  in  former 
days  livetl  par  amours  ?  I  will  have  the  Pope  sepd 
him  an  ample  Remission,  and  I  would  not  less  will- 
ingly be  intercessor  had  his  belU  amie  been  an 
abbess." 

As  he  spoke,  the  Archbishop  of  Tyre  craved  au- 
dience, for  the  TnirpoB*'  of  n^^uesting  Richard's  attend- 
ance, should  his  health  pennit,  on  a  secret  conclave 
of  the  chiefs  of  the  Cnisade,  and  to  explain  to  him 
the  niilitar\'  and  political  incidents  which  had  < 
red  during  his  illness. 


CHAPTER  XIX. 

Mu^t  we  then  utifathe  oar  itill  viclorinoii  iword  ; 
Turn  liiirk  our  fiirward  atpp.  wliich  cwr  Inxle 
O'pr  fiiemi>n'«  norkii  riM  onwird  path  of  flory ; 
ITnrUMi  tlin  mail,  wtiich  wirh  a  Kolemn  vow. 
In  Ood'n  own  houw.  we  Imnv  uimhi  our  vhoiildnn ; 
TIml  vow  an  unarronipliihM  an  tlio  proiiiiw 
Whirh  villaire  iiurih-ii  make  in  ulill  their  rhildren. 
And  after  Uiink  uo  more  of  I—  _ 

Tke  Cnuadt,  c  Tragtdf. 

The  Archbishop  of  Tyre  was  an  emissary  well 
chosen  to  communicate  to  Richanl  tidings,  which 
from  another  voice  the  lion-hearted  King  would  not 
have  hrooketl  to  hear,  without  the  most  unbounded 
explosions  of  resentment.  Even  this  sagacious  and 
reverend  prelate  found  difficulty  in  mducing  him  to 
listen  to  news,  which  destroyed  all  his  hopes  of  gain- 
ing back  the  Holy  Sepulchre  by  force  of  arms,  and 
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acqiiirincr  the  renown,  which  the  iinivcrMiI  alMiail  uf 
Chrii»lfMiloTn  wjih  n-ajfy  to  I'onfrr  ujhjh  him,  us  ific 
Champion  of  tlie  Croin. 

But,  hy  thr  ArfhhJT^hop's  roporf,  it  jijiMcnnd  l!inr 
Saltuiin  wnn  asHvm!»lin;^  all  thi*  forci*  or  his  iitiinin-d 
trib»'s,  aiiii  lliai  ihu  inniinri.'h:f  of  r.un)p«',  «lr«a«ly 
dissniHtcil  fnMU  v-moiis  iitotivi>H  with  the  «-xiM>(liiiriii, 
whirh  hail  proviil  ho  huzarJoii.s, niui  wa.s  liaily  urow- 
in^  more  ^si),  liad  rcsDlvftl  to  ahaii<ion  lluir  punioso. 
In  thia  ih(A'  wort*  juiuriliriancr.'J  by  tin-  txaiiipli*  (»f 
Philip  of  h  rain'i?,  who,  with  many  |trot'*jsiari(iiis  of 
rcicard,  and  assuraniti'H  that  he  woiihl  first  h<t  hi;* 
brother  of  Knuland  in  safety,  dr-clari-d  his  iiirciition 
to  return  to  Kuropi;.  His  sreat  vaHsad,  tli'-  Karl  of 
Champn^ni',  hail  adopted  the  same  re^oluiion;  and 
it  could  not  ••xriiu  Hun'ris<.>.  that  Loopold  of  Austria, 
afironted  an  he  had  been  by  Ilichanl,  was  ;;lad  to  cm- 
braco  nti  opixirtuniiy  of  dcHiTiiu;;  a  rauHr,  in  which 
his  haughty  opponent  wan  to  be  consiiii.red  an  (.'hief. 
Others  anrinumiMl  the  same  purpojiur;  so  that  it  was 
plair»  th'it  the  Kinu  of  England  was  to  Ik-  b'fl,  if  he 
choM!  to  n-mam,  sup;Mjrtt<d  only  by  micli  voinntiMTH 
as  niif?ht,  undor  hu«mj  dtrprcssin;;  ein-u!nstan(  es,  join 
themselves  to  the  Kn£;IiHh  army;  and  by  the  doubtful 
aid  of  Oonradc  of  Monlscrral,  and  tho  military  orders 
of  the  Tcn;ple,  and  of  Saint  John,  who.  thtjuixh  they 
were  sworn  to  wajw  battle  against  the  Saracenss 
wereot  least  equally  jealous  of  any  European  inonaHi 
aohicvinj^  thectnvmest  of  Pal«?atine,  wh«n\  with  nhort- 
Bixhted  and  8eUish  poliiv,  they  proposed  to  establish 
inaependent  dominions  of  their  own. 

It  needed  not  many  arguments  to  show  Richard 
the  truth  of  his  situation  ;  and,  indeed,  after  his  first 
burst  of  passion,  hM  sat  him  calmly  down,  and  with 
sloomy  looks,  head  deprusstxJ,  and  arms  fold'xl  on 
h'lH  bosom,  listened  to  the  Archbishop's  rea.«oiiin;'on 
iho  imiwssibilily  of  his  carrying  on  the  Crusade  when 
deserted  by  his  companions.  J\ay,  he  forlxire  inter- 
ruption, evon  when  ino  prelate  venturwi,  in  ineasuriNl 
terms,  to  hint  that  Richard's  own  impetnopity  had 
been  one  main  cause  of  distrusting  the  princes  with 
toe  expedition. 

"  Cc/n^/wr"— answered  Richard,  with  a  dtjictfd 
look,  arid  .someihins  of  a  mebmcholy  smile;  "  I  con- 
fess, ruvt  nnd  I'ulhur,  that  I  oup[ht  on  some  accouiits 
^singru/;>((  men.  Hut  ii^it  not  hanl  that  my  frailties 
of  temper  should  be  visited  witli  mich  a  penance,  that, 
for  a  burst  or  two  of  natural  passion,  I  should  ho  doom- 
ed to  see  fatlo  before  me  unjjathered  suj-h  a  rich  har- 
vps:  of  ginry  to  Oixl,  and  honour  to  chivalry  ?— Hut  it 
shall  not  fadi?.— By  llu?  soul  of  the  Conqueror,  I  will 
plant  the  Cross  on  the  towijrs  of  Jerusalem,  or  it 
■Imll  be  planted  over  Richard's  ^ave !" 

"Thou  mayorft  doit,"  said  the  Prvlatc,  "yet  not 
another  drop  of  Christian  blood  be  shed  in  the 
quarrel." 

"Ah,  yon  speak  of  comproniisc.  Lord  Pnlatr — ^but 
the  Ldood  of  the  infidel  hounds  must  also  cease  to 
flow,"  said  Ri''l»ard. 

"There  will  be  glory  enou;;h,"  replied  the  Arch- 
bishop, "in  havin:,' extorted  from  Saladin,  by  force 
of  arms,  and  by  the  respect  inspin'd  by  your  fame, 
such  conditions,  as  at  on'^e  rePtoR'  the  tbily  Se- 
pulchre, op(  n  the  Holy  I.nnd  to  pil.rrims  secure 
ihfflr  cjafeiy  by  strong;  fijrtressi's,  and,  sironger  than 
all,  as.suri!  ilie  safety  of  the  Holy  City,  bv  conf'rrin:; 
on  Richard  the  tiiL'of  King  Ouardianof  Jeri!sa!.-m," 

"Howl"  sail!  Kichard.  his  eyes  sparkling  wiih 
tinusual  light--"  I- I- -I  the  King  CSuaniian  (»f  ihn 
Holy  City !  Victory  itself,  but  that  it  irf  vietin-y,  eoiild  ; 
not  ;<airi  more— sc'irce  so  niuch,  wh"n  won  with  un- 
willing and  disuniletl  forces.— But  Saladin  still  pro- 
poses to  retain  hun  inttfrest  in  the  Holv  r<and  ?" 

"Asa  joint  sovereign,  the  sworn  ally,"  n'pli<?d  the 
Prelate,  "wf  the  miiiify  Richard— his  relative — if  if 
may  be  pFrmitiJNl— by  marriag«^" 

"  Bv  marriigo!"  said  llichard,  surprised,  yet  less  «• 
than  "the  Prolate  had  expected;  "Hu!— Ay— Edith 
Platilagen  '.  Did  I  dream  this?— or  did  some  one 
t^ll  mo  /  My  head  i.4  still  weak  from  this  fever,  and 
has  lieon  agiiau-d.— Was  it  the  Scot,  or  the  Hakim, 
'•r  yonder  lioly  hermit,  that  hinted  £>uch  a  wild  bar- 
Kain?" 

"The  hermit  of  Engaddi,  moat  likely,"  said  the 


Archbish  •":  "for  he  hath  toiled  much  in  this  mat- 
ter; aiiri  -  .i-e  tlie  uiscontrntot  the  prin<v!«  ha?  be- 
.  eoine  apjiMnrif,  aii'l  a  s  pnration  of  ihtir  foh't-i' una- 
'  vo:>I  d)]i:.  lie  liaiii  had  iii:iny  considtainns,  both  v\lb 
Clirisrian  and  PaL'an.  UtT  Hrr:in;nng  Hueh  a  spe<-ifica* 
,  li«>n.  as  may  give  to  Cimstendom,  at  Ica^in  pan,ih« 
;  objeefs  of  tins  holy  wirfan-.'* 
I  .My  kin^wornnn  to  an  iiifi«Ie!— HaT'  ezclaiioed 
:  Richard,  as  his  i'ye«  be^an  »o  sparkle.   ' 

The  Prelate  hasf«  iied  to  avert  his  wrath. 
I      "Tin;  Pipe's  consM  nt  nnist  dijubtk-ss  be  first  i*.^ 
'  tained,  and  the  holv  herinii,  who  is  well  known  st 
I  Rome,  will  treat  with  the  holy  Father." 
!     "Hi»w  .'—without  our  consent  first  given  f  tiid 
I  the  King. 

"Surely  n«>,"  said  the  Bi««hop,  in  a  quieting  an-J 
insinuating  tone  of  voice ;  "  only  with  and  under  y<^ 
especial  sanction." 

"My  sanction  to  marrv  tny  kinswoman  to  an  infi- 
del ?"  said  Richard ;  yet  he  si>uki.>  raiher  in  a  tone  of 
doubt  than  as  ilisiinctly  reprol»ating  ih*?  measure  pro- 
jHisi'd.  "Could  I  have  drea»u<Hl  of  such  n  composi- 
tion when  1  leaiHfl  niwin  the  Syrian  shore  fn«mthc 
pn>w  of  my  galley,  even  as  a  lion  tiprings  on  hispix-y! 
—Ami  n(»v;  -  But  pnjc-id— 1  will  hear  with  patien-.t^" 

Iviiially  d<'liuhted  and  surprised  to  find  his  task  i^ 
niuclj  ensiiT  than  he  had  apnnhendi^,  iho  Archbifhop 
hastenefl  to  pour  forth  before  Richani  the  instance 
of  such  alliane^'s  in  Spain— not  without  counienancr 
from  the  Hidy  Si-*?— the  incalculable  advanti^ 
which  all  Christemlom  would  derive  from  the  unwo 
of  Richard  ami  Saladin,  by  a  bond  so  sBcnxi:  and, 
above  all,  he  sf»oke  with  great  vehemence  ana  one- 
lion  on  the  probability  that  Saladin  would,  in  ciwol 
tbepro^Hised  alliance,  exchange  his  false  faith  fortlN 
tnie  one. 

"  Hath  the  Soldan  shown  any  disposition  tobecDme 
Christian  ?"  said  Richani ;  "  it  so,  the  king  Ihres  not 
on  earth  to  whom  I  would  gront  the  hand  of  a  kins- 
woman, ay.  or  sister,  tMKinrr  than  to  my  noble  Saladin 
—ay,  though  thetine  came  to  lay  crown  and  sceptre 
at  her  I'eet,  and  the'^ther  had  nothing  to  offer  buthu 
go«Hi  sword  and  better  heart !" 

"  Saladin  bath  heard  our  f  ■hristian  teachers;"  aid 
the  Bishop,  s.>iiiewhat  evasively.— "my  unworthy «Ii 
-  and  others- ami  os  he  listens  with  patience,  and 
replies  with  calmness,  it  can  hardly  he  but  that  he  l» 
snatched  as  a  brand  from  the  burning.  Jlhgun  eH 
reritds,  et  prtralchit !  ftloivover,  the  hermit  of  En- 
gaddi,  few  of  whose  wonlt;  have  fallen  fniitlesstoihe 
ground,  is  possi'sseii  fully  with  the  htMicf  that  there  is 
n  calling  of  the  Saracens  and  the  otIuT  heathen  ap- 
proaching, to  whi(  h  this  murnngc  shall  l>e  matter  oi 
induction.  He  n'aili.th  the  e«>nr"se  of  the  stars:  and 
dwelling,  with  maceration  of  the  ileeh,  in  those  divine 
plan's  which  the  saitils  have  trfniden  of  old,  thespint 
of  Elijah  the  Tishbitc,  the  founder  of  his  blessed  u'- 
der,  hath  Inx'n  with  him  as  it  was  with  the  prophet 
Elisha,  the  son  of  Shaphat,  when  he  spread  his  roaa- 
tie  over  him." 

King  Rielinni  lisf'ned  to  the  Prelate's  reasoDins; 
with  a  downcast  brow  an<i  a  trouhUMi  look. 

"I  cannot  tell,"  he  said,  "how  it  is  with  me:  tut 
methinks  ihe?e  cold  cr)un«i'ls  of  the  Pnneesof  Cnri!»- 
lendom  have  infftj-d  me  tot)  with  a  lotliargyof  i^inu 
The  tinie  hath  ktin,  that,  had  a  layman  prr^pt^ 
such  nllian(re  ro  lU",  I  had  struck  him  to  earth— if  a 
churchman,  I  had  s^iit  at  him  ns  a  n'negadc  andpriesi 
of  Baal— yet  now  tliis  counsel  sounds  not  so  stranpe 
in  mine  ear;  for  why  should  I  not  si-f.'k  for  brothri'- 
hood  and  alliance  with  a  Saracen,  brave,  just,  gene- 
rous,—who  loves  aiiil  honours  a  worthv  foc^  as  if  lie 
were  a  friend. — whilst  tin?  Princes  of  Christendom 
shrink  from  the  side  of  their  allies,  nnd  forsake  ihf 
can?''  of  Heaven  nnd  gmxl  knighthoi>d?— But  I  wfJ 
possess  mypatii-nce,  and  will  n-.il  think  of  tlietn.  Ociy 
one  atteniii  will  I  ninko  to  keep  this  gallant  brothiT- 
h«)od  toiiether,  if  it  be  iwssihle ;  and  if  I  fail,  IJfj 
.Archbii*hi)p,  wo  will  speak  together  of  ihv  ciMin.<t'^i 
which,  as  now,  I  neither  ace«'pt  nornltosetlierrejt^*- 
WencI  we  to  the  Council,  my  lord— the  hour  calU  "J- 
Thou  snv'st  Richani  is  hasty  nnd  proud— thou /"hs-t 
set!  him  humble  himself  like  the  lowly  Lowi-pliUi'. 
from  which  he  derives  his  surname.'' 
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With  the  nMi«iiftnre  of  ihnw  of  his  privv chamber. 
he  Kinp  ihtn  hnsiily  r;>l>r<i  himsi»lf  in  a  ifoubli.t  nntl 
nanik  of  r  dark  nii<l  iinifonii  colour;  and  without 
iny  mark  of  rr^^nl  dijjniiy,  ixrciitini?  n  riniiof  }?oKl 
rpon  hi.x  hind,  hr>  hnntiMud  with  the  Arc!)hit<hop  nf 
r>'n',  to  attrnd  the  CiMinril,  which  waited  hut  liif* 
'TP^tMirc  to  o)mni»'ncf  in*  sittinj:. 

Thf  pavihnn  of  tht*  Council  wap  an  ample  tent, 
tnvins;  lu-fori;  it  the  larp>  Hanncr  of  tht;  Cross  diH- 
•Inyc  d,  and  another,  on  which  wasiwrtrnycd  a  female 
Lnci'ltnc.  with  fli?«hevclled  hair  and  di.'<ordrred  dret>!s 
ncant  to  n-prfsent  the drsolaie  and  di.MirL-i«.«t'»l  Church 
»f  Jernflnh-in,  and  bertrinjjf  the  motto  AJf{irt(c  smn- 
tf:nc  ohiiriifriins.  Warder?,  carr.'fully  *««*h'Cted,  kept 
very  one  ai  a  dintance  from  the  nei;;hl>ourhoo<I  of 
his  lent,  IcPt  the  dehaief*,  which  wrns  ponieiimes  of 
I  loud  and  stormy  character,  i«hou!d  reach  other  ears 
han  those  they  were  de"';;ni'<l  for. 

Ht-re,  ihenfom,  the  I'mices  of  the  CniMde  were 
i8iM»nibli-d,  awiiitinj;  Richard'*  arrival ;  and  even  the 
)rief  delay  which  waa  thus  intcritomtl,  was  turned  to 
ii<(  dipadvanta^e  l)y  his  enemieii;  variouN  instancein 
wn;;  circulated  of  his  pride,  and  undue  asHum{)- 
ioii  of  puperiorify,  of  which  even  the  necessity  of 
he  pr».'8Knt  pJiort  pause  wa.*  quoted  as  an  instance. 
Hen  ptrnvo  to  f«irtilV  each  other  in  iht-ir  evil  opinion 
if  the  Kin:;  of  Kn;;land,  and  vindicated  the  ota-nce 
vhich  each  had  taken,  by  putting  the  mnst  povere 
sonstnictifm  upon  circum'^tances  the  most  trifling; 
mrf  all  this,  pi-rhaps,  l)craut*c  thi-y  were  coriflciouH 
if  an  instinctive  rtiverence  for  the  henjic  numarch, 
vhich  it  would  require  more  than  ordinary  etforts  to 
ivrrcr)in«*. 

They  tiad  settled,  accordin;;ly,  that  they  should  re- 
wive  him  on  hi«  entrance  with  shfiht  notice,  and  no 
nore  rt^.«pecl  than  was  exactly  necessarv  to  keqi 
irithin  the  Ntunds  of  cold  ceremonial.  Hut  when 
hey  bfliild  that  nohle  form,  that  princely  counte- 
larice^  somewhat  pale  from  his  late  illnrsH— the  eye 
n'hirh  had  been  calhil  by  minstrelH  the  bripht  star  of 
»at;Ie  and  victory— when  his  feats,  almosi  sun»nssing 
iiiinan  strength  and  valour,  nishwl  on  their  rucollec- 
ion,  the  Council  of  PriiicrH  simultaneously  arose— 
:Ten  thi*  iralous  Kini?  of  France,  and  the  sullen  and 
>f&nd'-d  Dukr  of  Austria,  an»se  with  one  conM'ut, 
tnd  the  assi-mbb d  prinres  burst  forth  with  one  voice 
n  the  acelamarion.  "  (»o<l  save  Kin;;  Richard  of 
Enffl.md  !— Lonjf  life  to  the  valiant  Lion's-henrt !" 

With  a  couutenancfrmk  ando|)en  as  the  summer 
mn  when  it  rises,  Richanl  distnbuii'd  his  thanks 
u»imd,  and  congratulated  himself  on  bein^  once 
Born  annm^  his  n)yal  brethren  <»f  the  Crusadts. 

"Some  brief  words  lu' desind  to  say."  such  waa 
lis  adrln  s«  to  ih<>  nssi'mbly,  "thoiudi  on  a  subject  94» 
:ij*ivjriiiy  as  liim««elf,  even  at  the  risk  of  delaymp  for 

few  minutes  their  eonsnitations  for  the  Weal  of  i 
*hn^!'■ndom,  and  the  advance meni  of  their  holy  | 
fttfrpri*^".''  ' 

The  assembled  princes  resumed  their  seats,  and 
)rre  wa*:  a  profminci  Milence. 

•"This  dsiv."'  eontintml  the  King  of  Knirland,  "is  a 
ich  f»sti\rd  of  the  Chiirrh ;   iind  well  bcctunes  it. 
hristirin  men.  at  -uch  a  tide,  to  nconcil-*  rliern>clv»  s 
i;h  till  ir  iinthnn,  and  ciinf-  j-s  their  faiiiis  ti»  eaeh  ' 
;hfr.     Xnble  i.rinees,  and  fathers  of  this  holy  exin- 
titin.  KiehanI  is  a  sohiier— bis  hand  is  ever  rMi(fi»r 
ian  his  lomnie— and  his  toni^ueisbuf  too  mnclius<d 
I  the  rx)ui;li  lan;;ua;;e  of  his  trade.     Kut  do  not,  for 
lanfacenet'M  hasty  >«p(  erhes  and  ill-consulend   ae- 
on«s  forsake  the  noble  cause  of  tin;  redi  inption  of 
aU-stine-  do  not  throw  away  earthly  nnown   ancf 
ternal  salvation,  to  hv.  \vi>n  here  if  vwr  tlii-y  can  bo 
Mil  by  man,  iHraiise  the  act  of  a  suldicr.inay  hnv(> 
e<.^n  hasty,  and  his  speifli  as  hard  as  the  in)n  whirl) 
f.-  has  worn  from  ohiidhuod.    Is  Riehartl  in  di  Hiiilt 
J  any  of  yon,  Hiehard  will  tnako  compensaiioii  both 
y  word  and  aetion.  -  No!»le  brother  uf  Kraiiee,  h::\e  , 
'{**■*  u  fO  urducky  as  to  (diiiul  you  V 

"The  Majesty  of  Tranee  h:M  no  atonement  to  sd  k 
roni  that  of  Fnjriand."  aiiswrr(;d  Philip,  with  ki[i;:ly 
iifmi'y.  a'-etptinu.  at  tin  snir.e  time,  the  otKred  hand 
•I  Rii-inrd;  "and  vihaiever  opinion  I  in.iy  atlopt 
.'oncernin;;  the  prosi'cuitoii  of  this  enten»risf,  will 
icpcnd  un  reasona  aruuDK  out  of  the  state  of  my  own 


kingilom,  certainly  on  no  jealousy  or  ais|;ust  at  my 
roval  and  most  yalorouH  brother.'*^ 

'Austria,"  said  Richanl,  vialkin};  up  to  the  Arch- 
duke, with  a  mixture  of  frankness  and  diKnily.  while 
I.e<.)!iold  aros<'  frmn  his  wat,  as  if  inv(.luntarily,  ami 
with  the  action  of  an  auloimiton,  whose  inoiums  de- 
pended uiM)n  soineexurnal  impulse,— "Austria  thinks 
he  hath  reason  to  be  ollendrd  with  Kn;:land  ;  Eng- 
land,  that  he  hath  cause  to  complain  of  Austria.  Let 
them  exchange  for^iveneHS,  that  the  ]h  are  of  Europe, 
and  the  concord  of  this  host,  may  remain  imbniken. 
We  are  now  joint  sunporters  of  a  more  gbirious  ban- 
ner than  ever  bla/j-d  In-fore  an  eanhly  prince,  even 
the  banner  of  Snlvation— let  not,  tlurefon',  strile  bo 
betwixt  us,  for  tlu'  symb*il  of  our  more  wtirldly  dig- 
nities; hut  let  Leojyold  restore  the  )  eniion  of  Eng- 
land, if  he  has  it  in  his  power,  and  Richard  will  sav, 
though  from  no  motive  save  his  love  for  Holy  Churcn, 
that  lie  rei)ents  him  of  the  hasty  mood  in  whicli  he 
did  insult  the  standard  of  Austria." 

The  Archduke  sIikmI  still,  sullen  and  discontented, 
with  his  eyes  fixeil  on  the  fliMir,  an<l  his  eoiintenance 
lowerini?  with  smoihertd  displeasure,  which  awe, 
mingled  with  awkwardness,  prevented  his  giving 
vent  to  in  wonls. 

The  Patriarclt  of  Jerusalem  hnstene<l  to  break  the 
embarrassim;  silence,  and  to  bear  witness  for  the 
Archduke  of  Austria,  that  he  had  exculpattd  himself, 
by  a  solemn  oath,  from  all  knowled;;c,  din>ct  or 
indirect,  of  the  aggression  done  to  the  Banner  of 
El  id  and. 

"Then  we  have  done  the  noble  Archduke  the 
greater  wron^"  said  Riebani;  "and  craving  his  par- 
don for  imputing  to  him  an  outrage  so  cowardly,  we 
extend  our  hand  to  him  in  token  of  renewftl  peace 
and  amity.— But  how  is  this?  Austria  refuses  our  un- 
coverml  hand,  as  he  formerly  refused  our  mailed 
glove  ?  What !  are  we  neither  to  be  his  mate  in  peace, 
nor  his  antagonist  in  war?  Well,  ki  it  be  so.  Wo 
will  take  the  slmhl  esteem  in  which  he  holds  us,  as  a 
penanec  for  au;:ht  which  we  may  have  done  a:<ainat 
him  in  heat  of  blood,  and  will  iherel'ore  hold  the 
account  Ixiwnen  us  cleared." 

So  saying,  he  turned  from  the  Archduke  with  an 
air  rather  of  dignity  than  siorn,  having  the  Austrian 
apparently  as  much  relieved  by  the  removal  of  his 
eve,  as  is  a  sullen  and  tniant  sehotd-l>oy  when  the 
glance  of  his  severe  p<<lagog:ie  is  withdrawn. 

"Noble  Earl  of  Champ:i«nt^-Prin<relv  Marquis  of 
Montserrat —Valiant  (Jrand  Master  of  tfn?  Teniplara 
—I  am  hire  a  ih  nit«  nt  in  iheconftssional— Do  any 
of  you  bring  a  cnari;e,  or  claim  amends  from  me?" 

I  know  not  on  what  wc  could  ground  any,"  said 
the  smooih-ittngued  ('onrnde.  "unless  it  were  that 
the  King  of  England  carries  off  from  his  iMJor  bro- 
thers of  the  w.'.r  all  the  fame  which  they  might  have 
hojird  to  gain  in  the  expidition." 

"My  charge,  if  J  am  called  on  to  make  one,"  said 
the  Master  of  the  Tt'inplars,  "is  graver  and  dwper 
than  that  of  th"  Mnniuis  of  Montst  rrat.  It  may  be 
thought  ill  to  best-cm  a  military  inc:iU  Kiieh  as  I  to 
raise  his  voiec  wh-re  so  many  nobli-  princes  remain 
Silent;  but  it  cone>  riis  our  whole  host,  and  not  least 
this  noble  King  of  En^;!anrl,  that  he  ^hl>ilId  lear  front 
.someone  to  his  l:iee  those  cliaii;ei^  wlueh  tlii  ri>  aro 
enow  to  biing  against  htm  m  his  absence.  We  laud 
and  hont>ur  the  eoiirage  and  hi^h  aihievemenls  of 
the  King  of  I'ngiaiid,  but  wo  ftel  ug^r.t  ved  that  ho 
should,  on  all  occasions,  seize  and  niainiain  a  pnce- 
dcnce  and  su{M'riority  over  us,  which  it  hecMmes  not 
indeiM-nd(  nt  princes  to  submit  to.  Much  we  might 
yield  of  tuir  Ini:  will  to  his  bravery,  his  '/•  al.  ins 
Wealth,  and  hi"*  power;  but  he  who  snalchis  all,  as 
malterof  ri!.dit,  and  Uavis  iioihin:;  to  i^rant  out  of 
eoiirti  sy  and  favour,  degrades  us  from  allii  s  info  re- 
tainers and  vah^al.s,  iiiid  sullies  in  tiieey'  .-<  of  our  sol- 
diers i\n*i  Mri);'.-ets,  the  lustre  of  our  auiliontv,  which 
H  t"»  lc»nu'»  r  iiiilii'i  ndiiitlyixi-reiMd.  Si:ie«.'  tiie  rovoi 
Riehani  h:ix  iisl.rtl  the  irulh  from  us,  he  must  neither 
bi-  «nri)rlsid  n«ir  aiurx  wlun  he  hears  one,  to  wli«;in 
worldi)  |Himp  IS  pndubitid,  and  secular  aiiibority  id 
nothing,  saving  >o  far  as  it  advanc«  s  ih"  prosperity  of 
(iod's  temple,  and  ibe  nrosiralion  of  ihc  lion  which 
^oeth  about  seeking  whom  hu  may  devour— when  iio 
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hear^  I  flny,  tiich  a  one  as  I  toTI  him  the  truth  in  re- 1  of  complaint  aa  had  bc£)re  ensrusaed  them.  Eye 
ply  10  hij«  «iiir»8tion ;  whirh  truth,  i-vrn  whilf  I  spr«nk  I  cnu^rht  fire  fn»m  cycj.  voice  lent  courage  to  met. 
It,  i^  r  know,  confiriiKHi  by  thr  heart  of  evfry  one  =  Tin  y  rrsuniCTl,  as  with  one  aeciird,  the  war-cry  with 
who  he^n*  m«',  however  rcapect   may  atiflc   their      •    '  -'^  '  ■•  *-    "       -  "^    • 

VOt<-t»H." 

Itichnrd  rojourni  very  highly  while  the  Cirnivl  Mas- 
ter wnn  making  this  rfireet  and  unvanii^hcd  attack 
lipon  hi?  ronritirt,  and  the  murmur  of  n!«sent  whieh 
followed  it  showwl  plainly,  that  almost  all  who  were 

r repent  nc^iuieserd  in  the  juptiec  of  the  ncni«ati<m. 
neen^ed,  and  at  the  name  time  mnrtititd,  ho  yet  fore- 
Baw  that  to  give  way  to  his  headlong  resonlnn'nt, 
wouid  Iw  to  give  the  eold  and  wnry  aeeusor  the  ad- 
vantage over  him  which  it  was  the  Tem|ilar'9  prinei- 
pal  object  to  obtain.  He,  therefon\  with  a  strong 
effort,  remained  silent  till  he  had  repeated  a  pater 
nosier,  being  the  eournc  which  his  eonfeswir  had 
enjoined  him  to  pursue,  when  an^^r  wns  likely  to 
obtain  dominion  ovier  him.  The  Kins;  then  spoke 
with  rompc>*>ure,  though  not  without  an  imbittercd 
tone,  esiK'cially  nt  the  outset. 

"  And  is  it  even  so  ?  And  are  our  brethnm  at  such 
pains  to  note  the  infirmities  of  our  nntural  temper, 
and  the  rough  precipitance  of  our  zeal,  which  may 
sometimes  have  urginl  us  to  issue  commands  when 
there  wns  little  time  to  hold  council  ?  I  could  not  have 
thought  that  offi^nees,  casual  and  unprenuvlitnted  like 
mine,  could  find  such  deep  root  in  the  hearts  of  my 
alhes  in  this  most  holy  cause,  that  for  my  sake  they 
Bhotild  withdraw  their  hand  from  the  niough  when 
the  furrow  was  near  the  end :  (dt  mv  sake  turn  aside 
from  the  direct  path  to  Jerusalem,  which  their  swords 
have  opened.  I  vainly  thought  that  my  small  ser- 
vices tnight  have  outweighc<i  my  rash  errors— that  if 
it  were  rcmcmb«in»d  that  I  pressed  to  the  van  in  an 
assault,  it  would  not  bv  forgotten  that  I  was  ever  the 
last  in  the  retreat— that,  if  I  elevat«.»d  my  banner  upon 
conquered  fields  of  battle,  it  was  all  the  advantafie 
that  1  sought,  while  others  were  dividing  the  s^ioil. 
I  may  have  called  the  conquered  city  by  my  name, 
but  it  was  to  others  that  I  yielded  the  dominion.  If  I 
have  been  headstronz  in  urging  l>oId  counsels,  I  have 
not,  mcthinks,  spared  my  own  blood  or  my  people's, 
in  carrying  thern  into  as  hold  execution  -or  if  1  nave. 


jii  vaiiiriiiB  iiiciii  ■iiiiiao  ififiit  i.;A(;\.uiitrii  — um    ia   AiiaTU.  ,    ■•■t'Vi  otraWS,  an< 

in  the  nurry  of  man^h  or  battle,  aRsum(>ti  a  eommand  I  them  at  itsploasure 

over  the  soldiers  of  others,  such   have   Inxn   ever 

treate<I  as  my  own,  w\\*m  my  wealth  purchased  the 

provisions  and  mecieine:*  which  their  own  sovereigns 

could  not  procure.— Rut  it  shnines  mc  to  remind  you 

of  what  all  but  myself  seem  to  have  for;»oiien.— Let 

us  rather  look  forward  to  our  future  measures;  and 


which  the  sinnon  of  Peter  the  Hermit  was  echoed 
back,  and  shouttrd  aluud,  "Lead  ua  on,  galliai 
Lion  s-hoart— none  so  worthy  to  lead  where  bnve 
men  fnllow.  Lead  us  on— lo  Jerusalem— to  Jenut- 
lem!  Jt  is  the  will  of  God— it  ia  the  will  ofG-xl! 
Bh^seii  is  he  who  shall  lend  an  ami  to  if  a  falfilmeat !'' 

T))K  shout,  so  suddenly  and  generally  raised,  wm 
heard  Ufyond  the  ring  of  .sentinels  who  guardod  the 
pavilion  of  Council,  and  spread  among  the  suliiieisof 
the  host,  who,  inactive  and  dispirited  by  disease  and 
climate,  had  l)e^un,  like  their  leadera,  to  urriopin  reao 
hition  ;  but  the  reappearance  of  Richard  in  renewed 
vigour,  and  the  well-known  shout  which  edioed  troo 
the  as*<embly  of  the  princes,  at  once  rekindled  their 
enthu<!?iasm,  and  thousands  and  lens  of  tiiousandi 
answere(f  with  the  same  shout  of  **Zion.  Zion!- 
War,  war !  -instant  battle  with  the  infidela!  It  is  the 
will  of  <TO<l— it  is  the  will  of  (jrod !" 

Tht;  acclamations  from  without  increaaed  in  their 
turn  the  enthusiasm  which  prevailed  within  the  pa- 
vilion. Those  who  did  not  actually  catch  the  flaiae, 
were  afraid,  at  least  for  the  time,  to  seem  colder  than 
others.  There  was  no  more  speech  except  of  a  pfood 
advance  towards  Jerusalem  upon  the  expiry  of  tin 
truce,  and  the  measures  U)  be  taken  in  the  mean  time 
for  supplying  and  recruiting  the  army.  Tlic  couacil 
broke  up,  all  apparently  filled  with  the  same  enthuii- 
astic  purpose,— which,  however,  soon  faded  in  tlie 
bosom  tit  most,  and  never  had  an  existence  iu  ibit 
of  others. 

Of  the  latter  class  were  the  Marquis  Conrade  and 
the  Grand  Master  of  the  Templars,  who  retired  lo- 
getlKT  to  their  (jiiartcrs  ill  at  ease,  and  malecoateot 
with  the  events  of  the  day. 

"  I  ever  told  it  to  thoe,"  said  the  latter,  with  the  cold 
sardonic  expression  pi^iiliar  to  him.  **  that  Richard 
would  burst  through  the  flimsy  wiles  you  soread  iW 
him,  as  would  a  lion  through  a  spiders  weo.  Thnu 
soest  he  has  but  to  speak,  and  his  breath  agitates  thow 
fickle  fools  as  easily  as  the  whirlwind  catcheth  scat- 
tered straws,  and  sweeps  them  together,  or  dispereei 
"pleasure." 
Whi;n  the  blast  has  passed  away,"  said  Conrade. 
"the  siraw.-4.  which  it  made  dance  to  its  pipe,  wiU 
settle  to  earth  again." 

"  Hut  know'st  ihou  not  besides,*^  said  the  Templar, 
"  that  it  st.'oms,  if  this  new  purpose  of  conqiust  (ihall 
Im^  abandoned  and  pass  away,  and  each  migtity  prince 


believe  me,  brethren,"  he  continij(?d.  his  face  kindling  I  Hhall  again  be  left  to  such  guidance  as  hisown  scontr 
with  eagerness,  "  you  shall  not  find  the  pride,  or  the  J  brain  can  supply,  Richard  may  yet  probably  becuaw 
wrath,  or  the  ambition  of  Richard,  astumblin^r-bloek  !  King  of  Jerusalem  by  compact,  and  establish  those 


of  offence  in  the  path  to  which  reli::ion  and  glory 
summon  you,  as  with  the  irump-t  of  an  archangel. 
Oh,  no,  no !  never  would  I  survive  the  thought,  that 
my  frailties  and  infirmities  h.id  been  the  means  to 
sever  this  goodly  fellowship  of  assembled  princ4\s.  I 
would  cut  ofT  my  left  hand  with  my  ris?ht,  ould  my 
doing  so  attest  my  sineoriiv.  1  will  yield  up  volun- 
tanly.  all  right  to  command  in  the  ho^at,  even  mine 
own  lieRs  subj.^cts.  Tliey  shall  be  K'^l  by  such  8«>ve- 
rcigns  as  you  may  nominate,  and  their  Kim:,  ever 
but  too  apt  to  exchamn;  the  leader  s  batoon  for  the 
adventurer's  lance,  will  serve  under  the  banner  of 
Beau- Seam  amonpf  the  Templars— ay,  or  under  that 
of  Austria,  if  Austria  will  name  a  brave  man  to  lead 
his  fon-es.  Or,  if  ye  are  yourselves  a-weary  of  this 
war,  and  feel  your  armour  chafe  your  lender  boiiies, 
leave  but  with  Richard  some  ten  or  fiftc(>n  Ihousnnn 
of  your  s/>ldiers  to  work  out  the  accomplishment  of 
yonr  vow ;  and  when  Ziim  is  won,"  he  exi^laimed. 
waving  his  hantl  aloft,  m  if  displnyim;  the  standard  of 
the  Crossover  Jeni.sniem— '* when  Zion  is  won,  we 
will  write  upon  her  gates,  not  the  name  of  Richard 
Plantagpnet,  but  of  those  {generous  Prinreg  who  in- 
trusted him  with  the  means  of  conqiu-st !" 

The  r«>ugh  eloquence  and  determined  expression 
of  the  military  monarch,  at  once  roused  the  drooping 
spirits  «»f  the  Cni.Haders,  reanimated  tlieir  devotion, 
and,  fixinsr  their  attention  on  the  principal  object  of 
the  ex[>edition,  made  most  of  them  who  were  present 
blush  for  having  been  moved  by  such  petty  subjects 


terms  of  treaty  with  the  Soldan,  which  thou  thywlf 
thou'^ht'st  him  so  likely  to  spurn  at  7" 

"  Now,  by  Ma  hound  and  Temiagaunt,  for  ChristiaQ 
oaths  are  out  of  fashion,"  said  Conrade,  '"aav'st  thou 
the  proud  King  of  England  would  unite  Kis  blood 
with  a  heathen  Soldan  l—My  pohcy  threw  in  that  in- 
gredient U)  make  the  whole  treaty  an  abomination  to 
him. — As  bad  for  us  that  he  become  our  master  by  an 
agreement,  as  by  victory." 

"Thy  i>olicy  hath  ill  caladated  Richard's  digestion," 
answered  the  Templar;  "I  know  his  mind  by  i 
whisper  fronj  the  Archbishop.— And  then  thy  master- 
stroke respecting  yonder  banner^ii  has  passed  off 
with  no  more  re»)ect  than  two  cubits  of  embroidind 
silk  merited.  Marquis  Conrade,  thy  wit  begins  to 
halt— I  will  trust  thy  fine-spun  measures  no  longrr. 
but  will  try  my  own.  Know'st  thou  not  ihe  puopit 
whom  the  Saracens  call  Chare^tea?'* 

"  Surely,"  answered  the  Mamuis:  they  arc  desjK*- 
rale  and  besotted  enthusiasts,  who  devote  their  lives 
to  the  advanccmentof  n'ligion— somewhat  like  Tem- 
plars—only they  are  never  Known  to  pauae  in  the  race 
of  their  calling." 

"Jest  not."  answerefl  the  scowling  monk;  "know, 
that  one  of  these  men  has  set  down,  in  his  bloody  vow, 
the  name  of  the  Island  Emperor  yonder,  to  be  hewn 
down  as  the  chief  enemy  of  the  Moslem  faith." 

"  A  most  judicious  paynim,"  said  Conrade.  "  Mt» 
Mahomet  send  him  his  paradise  for  a  rewaid  f' 

"He  was  taken  in  the  camp  by  one  of  our  sqniniS' 
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in  private  examinatfon,  frankW  avowed  hi»  fixed 

deiermined  purpose  to  me;     Mid  the  Grand 

Eer. 

4ow  the  Heavens  pardon  them  who  prevented  the 

Me  of  this  most  judicious  Charegite !"  answered 

rade. 

le  is  my  prironer,"  added  the  Templar,  "  and  se- 

id  from  speech  with  others,  as  thou  mayst  sup- 

— but  prisons  have  hecn  broken" 

i^ains  left  unlocked,  and  captives  have  escaped** 
flwerMi  the  Maniiris.  "It  is  an  ancient  saying, 
ire  dungeon  but  the  grave." 
^en  loose  he  resumes  his  quest'*— continued  the 
ary  priest,  '*for  it  is  the  nature  of  this  sort  of 
ihound  never  to  quit  the  slot  of  the  prey  he  has 
scented." 

Sav  no  more  of  it."  said  the  Marquis ;  "  I  see 
policy— it  is  dreadful,  but  the  emergency  is  im- 
»i." 

:  only  told  thee  of  it,"  said  the  Templar,  "  that 
ma  vat  keep  th\-8df  on  thy  guard,  for  the  uproar 
be  dreadful,  and  there  is  no  knowing  on  whom 
English  may  vent  their  rage— Ay,  and  there  is 
ber  risk— my  page  knows  the  counsels  of  this 
reffitc,"  he  continued :  **and  moreover,  he  is  a 
iah,  self-willed  fool,  whom  I  wouM  I  were  rid  of, 
e  thwarts  me  by  presuming  to  see  with  his  own 
,  not  mine.  But  our  holy  Order  gives  me  power 
lit  a  remedy  to  such  inconvenience.  Or  stay— 
Saracen  mav  find  a  good  dagger  in  his  cell,  and 
irrant  you  he  uses  it  as  he  breaks  forth,  which 
be  of  a  surety  so  soon  as  the  page  entcra  with  hia 

it  will  give  the  affair  a  cobur,"  said  Conrade ; 

d  yet" 

Vei  and  &u/,**  said  the  Templar,  "'are  words  for 
»— wise  men  neither  hesitate  nor  retract— they 
Ive  and  they  execute.'* 


CHAPTER  XX. 

When  bentf  Irads  the  lion  in  her  toil*, 
BUch  arp  her  channii,  he  dare  not  raife  hia  mane, 
Far  leM  exitand  Uie  tenmr  of  hia  fknfi. 
t«o  great  Aicidos  made  hi*  club  a  difltalT, 
And  fepun  to  pJeaw  fail  Omplia]e.-ji}iM|«Miii. 

CHAao,  the  unsui«picious  object  of  the  dark  treach- 
letail(?d  in  the  clomng  part  of  the  last  chapter, 
ng  effected,  for  the  present  at  least,  the  tnnni- 
it  anion  of  the  Crusading  princes,  in  a  resolution 
osecute  the  war  with  vigour,  had  it  next  at  heart 
tiablish  tranquillity  in  his  own  family;  and  now 
he  could  judge  more  tiMiipttrntdy,  to  mquire  dis- 
ly  into  the  circunistancps  leading  to  the  loss  of  his 
ler,  nnd  the  nature  and  the  extentof  the  connex- 
tietwixt  bin  kinswoman  Kdith,  and  the  banished 
tnturtr  from  Seutland. 

9Cordingly,  the  Queen  and  her  honsehold  were 
:led  with  a  visit  from  Sir  Thomas  de  Vaux.  re- 
linf;  the  present  attendance  of  the  Lady  Calista 
lontfriucon,  the  Queen's  principal  bower- woman, 
I  King  Rirhanl. 

A'hat  am  I  to  say,  madam?"  said  the  trrmbling 
ndant  to  the  Queen.  "  He  will  slay  us  all." 
Nay,  fear  not,  madam,"  said  De  Vaux.  "His 
esty  hath  spared  the  life  of  the  Scottish  knight, 
I  WHS  the  chief  offender,  and  bestowed  him  upon 
Moorifth  physician— he  will  not  be  severe  upon  a 
'  though  faulty.'* 

Devise  some  cunning  tale,  wench,'*  said  Beren- 
a.  "My  husband  hath  too  httlc  time  to  make 
iin"  into  the  truth." 

Tell  thp  tale  as  it  really  happened,"  said  Edith, 
rt  I  tell  it  fi)r  ihw." 

With  hnmbl*»  permission  of  her  Mnjestv,"  snid  De 
IX,  '*!  would  say  Lady  E<lith  advisctn  well;  for 
loiigh  King  Rirhnnl  is  pleased  to  Mieve  what  it 
ises  your  Grace  to  toll  him,  vet  I  doabt  his  having 
same  dt^ft'rence  for  the  iMay  Calitita,  and  in  this 
?rial  maticr." 

The  Lonl  of  Gilaland  is  right,"  said  the  Lady  Ca- 
I,  murh  agitated  at  the  thoughts  of  the  invrstiga- 
.  which  was  to  take  place;  "and,  besides,  if  I  had 
leaoe  of  mind  enough  to  forgo  a  pUuaible  story, 

sc 


beshrew  me  if  I  Unnk  I  should  have  the  eoorsge  to 
tell  it." 

ki  this  candid  humour,  the  Lady  Calista  was  con- 
ducted by  De  Vaux  to  the  Kins,  and  made,  as  she 
had  proposed,  a  full  confession  ofthe  deeoy  by  which 
the  uTifortunate  Knight  of  the  Leopard  had  been  in- 
duced to  desert  his  post ;  exctilpating  the  Lady  Edith, 
who,  she  was  aware^  would  not  fail  to  exculpate  her- 
self, and  laying  the  full  burden  on  the  Queen,  her 
mistress,  whose  share  of  the  frolic,  she  well  knew, 
wouU  appear  the  most  venial  in  the  ey'es  of  Coeiir  de 
Lion.  In  truth,  Richard  was  a  fund— almost  an  uxo- 
rious husband.  The  firat  buret  uf  his  wrath  had  long 
since  passed  away,  and  he  was  not  disposed  severely 
to  censure  what  eould  not  now  be  amended.  The 
wilv  Lady  Colista,  accustomed  from  her  earliest 
childhood  to  fathom  the  intrigues  of  a  court,  and 
watch  the  indications  of  a  sovereign's  will,  hastened 
back  to  the  Queen  with  the  speed  of  a  lapwing, 
charged  with  the  King's  commands  that  she  should 
expect  a  speedy  visit  from  him ;  to  which  the  bower- 
lady  added  a  commentary  founded  on  her  own  ob- 
servation, tending  to  show  that  Richard  meant  just 
to  preserve  so  much  severity  as  might  bring  his  roval 
consort  to  repent  of  her  froiic,  and  then  to  extend  to 
her  and  all  concerned,  bis  gracious  pardon. 

"Sits  the  wind  in  that  corner,  wench?*'  said  the 
Queen,  much  relieved  hy  this  intelligence;  "believe 
me,  that,  grpat  commander  as  he  is,  Richard  will  find 
it  hard  to  circumvent  us  in  this  matter;  and  that,  as 
the  Pyrencan  shepherds  are  wont  to  say  in  my  native 
Navarre,  many  a  one  comes  for  wool,  and  goes  back 
shorn." 

Having  possessed  herself  «f  all  the  information 
which  Calista  could  communicate,  the  royal  Beren- 
garia  arrayed  herself  in  her  most  becoming  drees, 
and  awaited  with  confidence  the  arrival  of  the  heroic 
Richard. 

He  arrived,  and  found  himself  in  the^uation  of  a 
prince  entering  an  offending  province,  in  the  confU 
dence  that  his  basiness  will  only  be  to  inflict  rebuke, 
and  receive  submission,  when  he  unexpectedly  find* 
it  in  a  state  of  complete  defiance  and  insurrection. 
Berengaria  well  knew  the  power  of  her  charms  and 
the  extent  of  Richard's  affection,  and  felt  assured  that 
she  could  make  her  own  terms  good,  now  that  the 
firet  tremendous  explosion  of  his  anger  had  expended 
itself  without  mischief.  Far  from  Hstenmff  to  the 
King's  intended  rebuke,  as  what  the  levity  other  con- 
duct had  jastlv  deserved  she  extenuated,  nay  de- 
fended, as  a  harmless  frolic,  that  which  she  was 
accused  of.  She  denied,  indeed,  with  many  a  pretty 
form  of  negation,  that  she  had  directed  Nectabanos 
absolutely  to  entice  the  knight  farther  than  the  brink 
of  the  Mount  on  which  he  kept  watch— and  indeed 
this  was  so  far  true,  that  atie  hod  not  designed  Sir 
Kenneth  to  be  introduced  into  her  tent,— and  then, 
eloquent  in  urging  her  own  defence,  the  Queen  was 
far  more  so  in  pressing  upon  Richard  the  charge  of 
unkindness,  in  refusing  her  so  poor  a  boon  as  the  life 
of  an  unfortunate  knight,  who,  by  her  thoughtless 

{irank,  had  been  brought  within  the  danger  of  martial 
aw.  She  wept  and  sobbed  while  she  enlarged  on 
her  husband's  obduracy  on  this  score,  as  a  rigour 
which  had  threatened  to  make  her  unhappy  for  life, 
whenever  she  should  reflect  that  she  had  given,  un 
thinkingly.  the  remote  cause  for  such  a  tragedy.  The 
vision  of  ine  slaughtereti  victim  would  have  haunuil 
her  dreams— nay,  for  aught  »he  knew,  since  such 
things  often  happened,  his  actual  spectre  might  have 
stood  by  her  waking  couch.  To  all  this  mist^ry  of  the 
mind  was  she  c'xpos«>d  by  the  severity  uf  one,  who, 
while  he  pretended  to  dote  upon  her  slightest  glance, 
would  not  forvj^  one  act  of  poor  revenge,  though  tho 
issue  was  to  n'uder  her  miserable. 

A\\  this  flow  of  female  einauence  was  accompanied 
with  the  usual  arguments  of^ tears  ond  sigh^  and  ut- 
tered ^%'ith  such  tone  and  action,  as  seemed  to  show 
that  the  Queen's  resentmeni  arose  ntither  from  pride 
nor  sulleniiess,  but  fn)m  feelings  hurt  at  finding  her 
consequence  with  her  husband  less  than  she  had  ex- 
pected to  possess. 

The  good  King  Richard  was  considerably  embar 
rasied.    He  tried  in  vain  to  reason  with  000^  wlumt 
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very  jcalouiy  of  his  afTection  rondcri'd  htT  incapnbks 
of  liHtenin;^  to  ar;];unient,  nor  cnnhl  he  brini;  hiinmdf 
to  use  tlic  rci>irniiit  of  hiwful  authority  to  a  creature 
80  bcuiitiful  in  tlic  inidsi  of  hi;r  iinrt'-aninahk^  dipplva- 
aure.  He  was,  thrrclorc.  rulu<:e(l  to  the  defeiiHive,  en- 
deavoured uetitlv  ID  chide  hor  eiispicionsi,  and  Boothe 
her  di-splimWu  und  rccalUd  tu  her  niind  that  t*iie 
nacd  not  look  back  u[H>n  the  past  with  reuil  lee  lions 
cither  of  reinoree  or  supernatural  fear,  aitiee  Sir  Ken- 
neth was  alive  and  wi.ll,  and  had  been  beMtowed  by 
him  upon  tht;  ^rcat  Arabian  phynician,  who,  doubt- 
iecis,  of  all  in«'n,  knew  be^t  how  to  keep  liiui  living. 
Bui  thi.s  siH.inL'd  the  unkindest  cut  of  all,  and  tiie 
Queen's  sorrow  wan  renewed  at  the  idea  of  a  Saracen 
—a  mtdiciiier — obtiiinini;  n  boon,  for  which,  with 
bare  head,  and  on  bended  kni<o,  she  had  ivtitionni 
her  hu.Hbaiul  in  vain.  At  this  new  char».%  Uichard'a 
patience  be;;un  rather  to  mve  way,  and  lie  said,  in  a 
serious  tom-  of  voiir^  "  Isenm^aria,  the  physician 
saved  my  life.  If  it  in  of  value  in  your  eyes,  you  will 
not  anuiiio  In  in  a  hii^ber  recom|ien»>  than  the  only 
one  1  could  prevail  on  hitn  to  actrept." 

The  Quet^n  was  satisfied  she  had  ui^ed  ber  coquet- 
tish displeasure  to  the  verpc  of  safctv. 

"My  Richard,"  she  said,  "why  brouji^ht  voii  not 
that  saf^c  to  me,  that  Kntdand's  Queen  ini^ht  show 
how  she  I'stecmcd  him,  who  could  save  from  extinc- 
tion the  lamp  of  chivalry,  the  ^lory  of  Etigland,  and 
xbe  light  of  tH>or  Bereni^ariu's  life  and  hope  7' ' 

In  a  word,  the  matrimonial  dispute  was  ended ;  but, 
that  some  |>enalty  mi^ht  be  paid  to  justice  both  King 
and  Uueen  accorded  in  laying  the  whole  blame  on 
the  a;;ent  Xectabanus,  who  (the  Uueen  l»eint;  by  this 
time  well  weary  of  the  p<H)r  dwarf's  humour)  was, 
with  his  royal  consort  Gueiievra,  seniena>d  to  be 
banished  from  the  C-oiirt;  and  the  unlucky  dwarf 
u..^v  escaped  a  siipplemeniary  whinping,  from  the 
Queen's  asituranres  that  he  had  alre^idy  sustained 
personal  chastist'mrni.  It  was  decreed  larther,  that 
as  an  envoy  was  shortly  to  \hs  difsiMitched  Ut  Saladin, 
acquainting  him  with  the  resolution  of  the  Council  to 
resume  hostilities  so  soon  as  the  tnice  was  ended, 
and  as  Richard  pntposed  to  send  a  valuable  present 
to  the  Soldan,  in  acknowledgment  of  the  hieh  benefit 
he  had  derived  from  the  services  of  HI  Hakim,  the 
two  uniinppy  croatun^s  should  be  added  to  it  as  curi- 
osities which,  from  their  extremely  grotcsciue  apiM*ar- 
anc.>,  and  the  shatteretl  state  of  their  intellect^  were 
gifts  that  mii^ht  well  pass  between  sovereign  and 
sovereiuii. 

Richard  had  that  day  yet  another  female  encounter 
tu  sustain  ;  but  he  iidvance<i  to  it  with  comparative 
indifierenci',  for  Kiiiih,  though  beautiful,  and  highly 
cfltecmed  by  her  royal  relativL'—nay.  although  she  had 
from  \m  linjust  8UMipici«Ans  actually  sustained  the 
injury  of  which  BiTongaiin  only  atli-cied  to  complain, 
still  wail  ntither  Richard' ii  wile  nor  mistret:^  and  he 
feared  her  reproaches  Ktss,  although  foundeil  in  rea- 
son, than  those  of  the  QuiX'n,  though  un.iuBt  and 
fantastical.  Having  rtsjuested  to  speak  with  her 
apart,  he  was  ui^hereil  into  her  apartment,  adjoining 
that  of  the  Qui-en,  whvfM)  two  female  Copii^h  slaved 
remaine<l  on  their  knees  in  the  most  remote  corner 
during  the  iniervirw.  A  thin  black  veil  extended 
its  ampli!  folds  over  tlit;  tall  and  gracfful  form  of 
the  high-born  maiden,  and  she  wore  not  u|ioa  her 
person  any  female  ornament  of  what  kind  srn'ver. 
She  arose  and  ma<ie  a  low  nverencc  when  Riclianl 
entered,  resumed  her  seat  at  his  command,  and, 
when  he  siii  down  l»csiile  her,  waited,  without  utter- 
ing a  syllable,  until  he  should  comniuaicate  his 
pleasure. 

Richard,  whose  custom  it  was  to  be  f<i miliar  with 
Edith,  as  their  relationship  authorized,  felt  this  recep- 
tion chillin.ir,  and  opened  the  conversation  with  some 
Qinhnrrasidiient. 

"Our  fair  cousin,"  he  at  length  said,  "is  angry  with 
us:  and  we  own  that  strong  circumstances  have 
induced  us  without  causes  to  sus|>ect  her  of  conduct 
alien  to  what  we  have  ever  known  in  her  coun^e  of 
littr.  But  while  we  walk  in  this  misty  valley  of  hu- 
manity, men  will  mi.srake  siiadows  for  substances. 
Can  my  fair  cousin  not  fi>rgivo  her  somewhat  vehe- 
ment ktiumao,  Kicliard  2" 


"  Who  can  rduse  forgiveneM  to  RUhardL,"  ■nsntr- 
ed  Edith,  "provided  Richard  can  obuio  pudoa  oi 
the  A'ln.^?''^ 

"Come,  my  kinswoman,"  repliod  Ccaur  de  Lion, 
"  this  is  all  loo  soleiMU.  Bv  Our  Lady.  Mich  a  mel- 
ancholy couiiK'nance,  and  tfiis  ample  sable  veiL  migfat 
make  men  think  thou  wert  a  new-made  widow,  or 
had  lust  a  betrothed  lover,  at  least.  Cheer  up— thou 
hast  heard  doubtless  that  there  ia  do  real  cause  for 
wo— why  then  keep  up  the  form  of  mourning T* 

"  For  the  departed  honour  of  Plantagenet— ibr  the 
glory  which  hath  left  nw  father's  house." 

Richanl  frowned.  "  Departed  honour  I  glory  which 
hath  left  our  house f— he  reneated,  angrily;  "but 
my  cousin  FJiih  is  privileged.  I  have  judged  b«r 
uxt  hastily,  she  has  therefore  a  right  to  deem  cl 
me  too  harshly.  But  tell  me  at  least  in  what  I  bave 
faultwi." 

"Plantagenet."  said  Edith,   "should  have  eilher 

1)ardimixl  nn  oHence.  or  punished  iL  It  misbecomej 
lim  to  assign  free  men.  Christians,  and  brave  knifditi, 
to  the  fetters  of  the  infidels.  It  becomes  him  not  to 
compromii«e  and  barter,  or  to  grant  Lfe  under  the  fot- 
feituro  of  liberty.  To  have  doomeil  the  unfortunate  to 
death  might  have  l>een  severity,  but  had  a  show  ef 
justice ;  to  condemn  him  to  alavery  and  exile,  wai 
oan.'factHi  tyranny." 

"  I  see,  my  fair  cousin,"  sakl  Richard,  "  you  are  of 
thostf  pretty  ones  who  think  an  absent  lover  as  bad 
as  none,  or  as  a  dead  one.  Be  patient ;  half  a  scon 
of  light  hornemen  may  yet  follow  and  redeem  tfai 
error,  if  thy  gallant  have  m  keeping  any  seonpt  whicfa 
might  R'nder  his  death  more  convenient  than  hii 
banishment." 

"  Peace  with  thy  sciirrile  jests !"  answered  Edith, 
colouring  deeply— "  Think  rather,  that  for  the  indulit- 
cncc  of  thy  mood  tliou  hast  lopped  from  this  grol 
enterprise  one  gotxlly  limb,  deprived  the  Cross  of 
one  of  its  most  brave  supportersj  and  placed  a  serv- 
ant of  the  true  (Jod  in  tlie  hands  of  the  heathen; 
hast  givfi),  too,  to  minds  as  suspicions  as  thou  hirt 
shown  thine  own  in  this  matter,  some  right  tosav, 
that  Richard  Cu:iir  dc  Lion  banislied  the  bravest  sol- 
dier in  his  camp,  lest  his  name  in  battle  might  maicfa 
hid  own." 

"I— I!"  exclaimed  Richard,  now  indeed  greadf 
moved— "am  I  onu  to  be  jealous  of  renowD?— I 
would  he  were  here  to  profess  such  an  equality !  I 
would  waive  my  rank  and  my  crvwn,  and  meet  nim, 
manlike,  in  the  lists,  that  it  might  appear  whether 
Richanl  Plantagenet  had  room  to  fear  or  to  eniy 
the  prowess  uf  mortal  man.  Come,  Edith,  tboo 
think*ei  not  as  thou  say*8t.  Let  not  anger  or  gruf 
for  the  absence  of  thy  lover,  make  ihec  unjust  to  thy 
kinsman,  who,  notwithsiaiiding  all  thy  letchineia 
values  thy  good  report  as  high  as  that  of  any  oot 
living." 

"The  absence  of  my  lover?"  raid  the  Lady  Edith. 
"  But  yes— he  may  be  well  termwl  my  lover,  svho  hath 
paid  so  dear  for  the  title.  Unworthy  as  I  might  beot 
such  homage,  I  was  to  him  like  a  light,  4eading  him 
forward  in  the  noble  path  of  chivalry ;  but  that  1  for* 
got  my  rank,  or  that  he  presumed  beyond  his,  isiidw. 
were  a  king  to  speak  ii. 

"  My  fair  counin,"  said  Richard,  "do  not  put  wordi 
in  my  mouth  which  I  have  not  spoken.  I  said  not 
you  had  graced  this  man  beyond  the  favour  wfaidi  a 
good  knight  m.iv  eivrn,  even  from  a  princess,  what- 
ever be  his  native  condition.  But,  by  Our  Laaf,  I 
know  something  of  this  love-gear — it  b^ns  with 
mute  respect  and  distant  reverence ;  but  when  oppoT' 
tunities  ocnir,^  familiarity  increases,  and  so— But  it 
skills  not  talking  with  one  who  thiiiks  horatlf  wiser 
than  all  the  world." 

"  My  kinsman's  (M)uncils  I  willingly  listen  to,  when 
they  are  .such,"  said  Edith,  "as  convey  no  insult lo 
mv  rank  and  character." 

^'King9,  my  fair  cousin,  do  not  council,  but  ratha 
command,"  said  Richard. 

"Soldans  do  indeed  command,"  said  Edith,  ^'but 

it  is  because  they  iiave  slaves  to  govern." 

•  "Come,  you  migiu  learn  to  lay  aside  this  scorn  of 

Soldanric,  when  you  hold  so  high  of  a  Scot,"  said  the 

Kiug.    "I  hold  Saladin  to  be  truer  to  his  word  thin 


Crav.XX.] 


THE  TALISMAN. 


this  Willifini  of  Scotland,  who  must  needs  be  ralli<l  a 
lion,  ibraiiolh— he  hath  foully  faulted  towards  me,  in 
faiting  to  send  the  auxiliary  aid  he  promised.  Let  nie 
tell  ihee,  Edith,  thou  niayst  live  to  prefer  a  true  Turk 
10  a  false  Scot." 

••  No— never  !'*  answered  Edith—"  not  should  Rjeb- 
•rd  himself  embrace  the  fals«:  reli^on.  which  he 
erosiied  the  sens  to  expel  from  Pnlestmc." 

"  Thou  wilt  have  the  last  word/'  said  Richard,  "  and 
thou  ahalt  have  ir.  Even  think  of  inc  what  thou  wilt. 
pretty  Ediih.  I  shall  not  forget  that  we  are  near  and 
dear  cousins." 

.  So  saying,  he  took  his  leave  in  fair  fashion,  but  very 
iitile  satisfied  with  the  result  of  his  visit. 

It  was  the  fourth  day  after  Sir  Kenneth  had  been 
dismiBwd  from  the  camp;  and  Kins  Richard  sat  in 
his  pavilion,  enjoving  an  evening  breeze  from  the 
west,  which,  witn  unusual  crK)lnetfs  on  her  wings, 
•eemed  breathed  from  merry  England  for  the  refresli- 
ment  of  her  adventurous  monarcli,  as  he  was  ^radu- 
■lly  reooverin;;  the  full  strenf^ih  which  was  necessary 
10  carry  on  his  uigantic  projects.  There  was  no  one 
with  him,  De  Vaux  having  been  sent  to  Ascalon  to 
bring  up  reinforcements  and  supplies  of  military  mu- 
nitionf  and  most  of  his  other  attendants  being  ooru- 
pied  in  different  deparimenta  all  preparing  for  the 
i5-openingof  hostihties,  and  for  a  grand  preparator>' 
review  of  the  army  of  the  Cnisadcrs,  which  wns  to 
tako  place  the  next  dav.  The  King  sal,  listening  to 
the  busy  hum  among  the  soldiery,  the  clatter  from  the 
fcrgea,  whctv  horse-shoes  weiv  preparing,  and  from 
thm  tents  of  the  armourers,  who  wero  repairing  har- 
-the  voice  of  the  soldiers  too,  as  they  passed  and 
Bed,  was  loud  and  cheerful,  carrying  with  its  very 

_j  an  assurance  of  high  and  excited  coura^^  and 
omen  of  approaching  victory.  While  Richard's 
tmr  drank  in  these  sounds  with  delight,  and  while  he 
fidjded  himself  to  the  visions  of  conquest  and  of  glory 
which  they  suggested,  an  cvuery  told  him  that  a  met- 
— ]p?r  from  Saladin  waited  without. 

Admit  him  instnntiv,"  said  the  King,  "and  with 
•.,n>  honour.  Josceline. 

Tfae  English  knight  accordingly  introduced  a  per- 
son, apparently  of  no  higher  rank  than  a  Nubian 
dave,  whose  appearance  was  nevertheless  highly  in- 
Icresiing.  He  wn.<  of  superb  stature  and  nobly  Tormed, 
■nd  hia  commanding  features,  although  almost  jet- 
black,  showed  nothing  of  negro  descent.    He  wore 
r  his  coal-black  kjcks  a  milk-white  turban,  and  | 
r  his  shoulders  a  short  mantle  of  the  same  colour.  | 
_    I  in  front  and  at  the  sleeves,  under  which  appeared  ; 
I  doublet  of  dreb'sed  leopard's  skin  reaching  within  a 
Mndbreadth  of  the  knee.    The  rest  of  his  muscular 
Emba,  both  le;rn  and  arms,  were  bare,  excef)ting  that 
be  had  sandals  on  his  feet,  and  wore  a  collar  and  \ 
bracelets  of  silver.    A  straight  broadsword,  with  a 
handle  of  boxwood,  and  a  sheath  covered  with  snake- 
was  susspeiiaed  from  his  waist.    In  his  right 
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_  he  held  a  short  javelin,  with  a  broad,  bright, 

1  head,  of  a  span  in  length,  and  in  his  left  he  led, 

by  a  leash  of  twisted  silk  and  gokl,  a  large  and  noble 
tiag-hound.'* 

,The  mesvnger  prostrated  himself,  at  the  same 
tune  partially  uncovering  his  shoulders,  in  sign  of  hu- 
loilialion,  and  having  touched  (be  earth  with  his  fore- 
bead,  arose  so  far  as  to  rest  on  one  knee,  while  he  de- 
Kfercd  to  the  Kin^  a  silken  napkin,  enclosing  another 
•Tdoth  of  gold,  withm  which  was  a  letter  from  Sala- 
Vi  in  the  oripnal  Arabic,  with  a  translation  into 
Mbrman- English,  which  may  be  modernized  thus.-^ 
'*  Saladin,  K'mn  of  Kings,  tu  Melech  Kic,  the  Lion 
«f  England.    Whereas,  we  are  informed  by  thy  last 
Bewaige,  that  thou    hast  chosen  war  rainer   than  ' 
Moe,  and  our  enmity  rather  than  our  friendship,  \^e 
•ocount  thee  as  one  blinded  in  this  matter,  and  tmst , 
•hortly  to  convince  thee  of  thine  error,  by  the  help  of 
5Jr  invincible  f«>rrea  of  the  thousand  tribes,  when 
Vohammi^,  the  Prophet  of  God  and  Allah,  the  Ood 
of  the  Prophet,  shall  judge  the  controversy  betwixt  us. 
In  what  remains,  we  make  noble  account  of  thee, 
•ikl  of  the  gif^s  which  thou  hast  sent  u««,  and  of  the 
'ivo  dwarfs,  singular  in  their  deformity  as  Ysop,  and 
i^irtliful  as  the  lute  of  Isaack.    And  in  requital  of 
^hete  tokens  irom  the  treasure-houae  of  thy  bounty, 
Vqim  V 


behold  we  have  sent  thee  a  Nubian  slave,  named 
Zohauk,  of  whom  judge  not  by  his  complexion,  ac' 
cording  to  the  fiiulish  ones  of  tlie  earth,  in  resr^ect  the 
dark-rmded  fruit  hath  the  most  exquisite  flavour. 
Know  that  he  is  stroim  to  execute  the  will  of  his 
master,  as  Rustan  of  Zableatan ;  also  he  is  wise  to 
give  counsel  when  thou  shah  learn  to  hold  communi- 
cation with  him,  for  the  Lord  of  !*!pccch  hath  been 
stricken  with  silence  betwixt  the  ivory  walls  of  his 

Kalacc.  We  commend  him  to  thy  care,  hoping  the 
our  may  not  be  distant  when  he  may  render  thee 
good  service.  And  herewith  wc  bid  tnce  farewell; 
trusting  that  our  most  holy  Prophet  may  yet  call  thee 
to  a  si^ht  of  the  truth,  failing  which  illumination,  our 
desire  is,  for  the  spit>dy  restoration  of  thy  royal  health, 
that  Allah  may  judge  between  thcc  and  us  in  a  plain 
field  of  battle.** 

And  the  missive  was  sanctroned  by  the  signatura 
and  seal  of  the  Soldan 

Richard  surveyed  the  Nubian  in  silence  as  hestooa 
before  him,  his  looks  bent  urM>n  the  ground,  his  anna 
folded  on  his  bosom,  with  the  ap^tearaiice  of  a  black 
marble  statue  of  the  most  exquisite  workmanship, 
wailing  life  from  the  touch  of  a  Prometheus.  The 
King  of  England,  who,  as  it  was  emphatically  said 
of  his  successor  Henry  the  Eighth,  loved  to  look  upon 
A  MAN,  was  well  pleased  with  the  tliewes,  sinews,  and 
symmetry  of  him  whom  he  now  surveyed,  and  quea 
tioned  htm  in  the  lingua  Franca,  "Art  thou  a  pa 
ganr 

The  slave  shook  his  head,  and  raising  his  finger  to 
his  brow,  crossed  himself  in  token  of  his  Christianity, 
tlien  resumixi  his  posture  of  motionless  bumiUty. 

"A  Nubian  Christian,  doubtless,"  suid  Richard, 
"and  mutilated  of  the  organ  of  speech  by  these  hea- 
then dogs?" 

The  mute  again  slowly  shook  his  head,  in  token  of 
negativtL  pointed  with  his  forefinger  to  Heaven,  and 
then  laid  it  upon  his  own  lips. 

"  I  understand  thee^"  said  Richard :  "  thou  doat 
suffer  under  the  infliction  of  God,  not  by  the  cruelty 
of  man.  Canst  thou  clean  an  armour  and  belt,  and 
buckle  it  in  time  of  need  V* 

The  mute  nodded,  and  stepping  towards  the  coat 
of  mail,  which  hung  with  the  shield  and  helmet  of  the 
chivalrous  monarch,  upon  the  pillar  of  the  tent,  he 
handled  it  with  such  nicety  of  address,  as  sufficiently 
to  show  that  he  fully  understood  the  business  of  the 
armour-bearer. 

"^Thou  art  an  apt,  and  wilt  doubtless  be  a  useful 
knave^thou  shalt  wait  in  my  chamber,  and  on  my 
person  "said  the  King,  "  to  snow  how  much  I  value 
the  cift  of  the  royal  Soldan.  If  thou  hast  no  tongue, 
it  follows  thou  canst  carry  no  tales,  neither  provoke 
me  to  be  sudden  by  any  unfit  reply.'* 

The  Nubian  again  prostrated  himself  till  his  brow 
touched  the  earth,  then  stood  erect,  at  some  pacej  dis- 
tant, as  waiting  for  his  new  master's  commands. 

"Nay.  thou  shalt  commence  thy  office  presi.'ntly," 
said  Richard,  "for  I  sec  a  speck  of  rust  darkening  on 
that  shield;  and  when  I  shake  it  in  the  face  of  Sala- 
din, it  should  be  bright  and  unsullied  as  the  Soldan'a 
honour  and  mine  own." 

A  horn  was  winded  without,  and  presently  Sir 
Henrj'  Neville  entered  with  a  nacket  of  despatches.— 
**  From  England,  my  lord,"  lie  said  as  he  deliver- 
ed it. 

"  From  England— our  own  England !"  repeated  . 
Richanl,  in  a  toneof  melancholy  enthusiasm—  Alas  I  r 
they  little  think  how  hard  their  Sovereign  has  beert- 
beset  by  sickness  and  sorrow— faint  friends  and  for* 
ward  enemies."  Then  opening  the  despatches,  he 
said,  hastily,  "Ha!"  this  comes  frorn  no  peaceful 
land—  they  too  have  their  feuds.— Neville,  begone — I 
must  peruse  these  tidings  alone,  and  at  leisure." 

Neville  withdrew  accordingly,  and  Richard  was 
soon  absoriufl  in  the  melancholy  details  which  had 
been  conveyed  to  him  from  Eii>'lnnd,  concerning  the 
factions  that  were  tearing  topiecis  his  native  domn 
nioiis—thedisuniontjf  his  broth*  rs.  John  and  Geoffrey, 
and  the  quarrels  of  both  with  the  Hi^h  Justiciary 
I^ngchamp,  Bishop  of  Ely,— the  oppreBi«ions  practised 
by  the  noblos  upon  the  peasantry,  and  rebellion  of  the 
Utter  against  their  masters,  which  had  produced  enr? 
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where  scrnoB  of  tiinmrd,  auA  in  aornc  instants  the 
etiusion  of  hl<>iiil.    Drr:iiU  of  inndcntri  iiiortifyiiig  to 
his  pricie,  nii:!  d-riv^.-itiiry  fmin  bin  autliority,  w(>ri>  in- 
tcrniiiiKK'd  with  tliocnriK'St  ndvitr*  of  his  wisH'^l  ami 
iiioist  aitnchptl  iMiinstOKirK,  xh^t  Iw  nhoiild  prrm>iiily  '• 
return  to  En/iaii'.i,  os  hia  prrscnci>  otri^n^d  thf*  only  ■ 
hopf- of  snvin;;  tho  kmmloiii  from  all  th**  horrurAof 
civil  di9<:onl.  of  whirh  Fnnci-  and  S«-otlnnd  wt-re  | 
likrlvro  nvnii  ihciiiix'lvo!!.    Filh'd  with  the  mo.«t  |)ain-  ] 
fill  anxif'tv,  Riclianl  n-nd,  and  aamin  read,  thv  ill-  i 
omened  loiiorj*,  conipan'd  ihf'inielli;;en(*cwhirh  some  > 
of  ti'.eni  (ontaini.'d  with  thu  same  factn  as  ditfert-ntly 
Btattfi  in  oiht'r.4,  and  siiN)n  h'^came  totally  inflensible  to 
whatever  was  pti«.'in£j  aroimd  him.  aUnou{;h  wntenl, 
for  iho.  it-ike  of  rooim'H.-i,  clo^iR  to  the  entranire  of  his 
tent,  and  havini;  the  iMirtninn  withdrawn,  no  that  he 
cr>uld  sffe  and  h(>  siM<n  hy  (lie  {guards  and  othira  who 
wrro  Btationt^  without. 

DcffxT  in  tho  shadow  of  the  pavilion,  and  hunied 
with  thn  task  his  new  master  had  imposed,  sat  the 
Nubian  alavo,  with  his  haek  rnthcr  turned  towartls 
the  Kint;.  Ho  had  tinislutl  adpistinK  ami  eleaning 
the  hauberk  and  hrisandine,  and  was  now  busilv  eni- 
ploviM  on  a  hntad  paverise,  or  buckler,  of  unusual  Hizo, 
and  i*ovcred  with  stecl-platinj;,  which  Rirhanl  often 
used  in  rceonnoitrint;,  or  actually  stormin;;,  fortified 
plaee^  as  a  more  effectual  protection  asainst  niivsile 
weaponr-.  than  the  narrow  triansndar  Mnield  used  on 
homehacK.  This  pavesse  btire  neither  the  royal  lions 
of  England,  nor  any  orher  devins  to  attract  the  ob- 
fr7rvBiion  of  the  defend«jrs  of  the  walls  auainst  whieh 
it  was  advanced ;  the  care,  therefore,  of  the  ariHOun*r 
was  addressed  to  causing  its  surface  to  shine  as  bri^clit 
as  cryiitul,  in  whieh  he  seemed  to  be  peculiarlv  suc- 
ceAsnil.  iieyond  the  Nubian,  and  scarce  visible  from 
without,  lay  the  larpedo:^  which  miirht  bo  termed  his 
brother  slave,  and  whicli,  as  if  he  felt  awed  by  l>eing 
transferred  to  a  royal  owner,  was  couched  close  to  the 
aidu  of  the  mute^  with  head  and  ears  on  the  fcr^und, 
and  his  limbs  and  tail  drawn  close  around  and  under 
him. 

While  the  Monarch  and  his  new  attendant  were 
thus  oi'cupied,  another  actor  crept  upon  the  scene,  and 
minted  among  the  ffroup  of  English  yeomen,  about 
a  score  of  whom,  respecting  the  unusually  pensive 
posture  and  close  occuiiation  of  their  sovereign,  were, 
contrary  to  their  wont,  kt>eping  a  silent  guanf  in  front 
of  his  tent.  It  was  not,  however,  nion>  vigilant  than 
usual.  Some  were  pliying  at  games  of  hazard  with 
small  peld)les,  others  snoke  together  in  whispers  of 
the  approachiug  dav  of  hattlc,  and  several  lay  asleep, 
their  btdky  limbs  folded  in  their  green  mantles. 

Amid  these  carele?A  waniers  glided  the  puny  form 
of  a  little  old  Turk,  p'Xtrly  dressed  like  a  marabout  or 
sanion  of  the  dtrRTt,  a  sort  of  entliU'«iH8ta,  who  some- 
times venture^!  into  the  camp  of  the  (;rusHdcrs,  though 
treated  always  with  contumely,  and  often  with  vio- 
lence. Indeed,  the  luxur>'  and  profligate  indulgence 
of  the  Christian  leaders  had  occasioned  a  moilev  con- 
course in  their  tints,  of  musicians,  courtezans, /ewish 
merchants,  f  Jopts,  Turks,  and  all  the  varie<i  refuse  of 
the  Eastern  nations;  so  that  the  caftan  and  turbnn, 
thouL^h  to  drive  both  from  the  Holy  Land  was  liiepm- 
fes^HJ  object  of  the  expedition,  were  n' verlluK«ss 
neither  an  uncosnmon  nor  an  alarming  sight  in  the 
camp  of  the  ('rusaders.  When,  however^  the  little 
msi^niticant  fiurure  we  have  (li:scribed  approached  so 
ni'.^h  as  to  receive  some  interruption  from  the  waniers, 
he  dashed  his  dusky  grttcn  turban  from  his  bend, 
showtxl  that  his  beard  and  eyebmws  were  shaved  like 
tho:<c  of  a  professed  bufPion,  and  that  the  expression 
of  his  fantastic  and  wriihen  featuring  as  well  as  of  his 
little  black  eyes,  which  flittered  like  jet,  was  that  of 
a  craztHi  imagination. 

"  Dance,  marabout,"  cried  the  soldiers,  acquainted 
with  the  manners  of  tlu.se  wandcrinst  enthusiasts - 
"dance,  or  wo  will  srourue  th««e  with  our  bowstring*, 
till  thou  snin  as  never  top  did  under  si:hoolboy's  lash. 
-;-Thiis  sliouled  the  reckless  warders,  as  much  de- 
lighted at  having  a  subjerrt  to  tease,  as  a  child  when 
he  caiclu  d  a  butterfly,  or  a  schoolboy  upon  discovering 
a  bird's  nest. 

The  marabout,  as  if  happv  to  do  their  behests, 
bounded  fiom  the  oartli,  aiid  spun  his  giddy  roimd 


before  them  with  sinsnilar  agility,  which,  when  con- 
trasted With  his  slight  and  wasted  figure,  and  dint- 
nntive  n;;pi!arance,  made  him  resembie  a  withered 
leaf  twirled  round  and  around  at  the  nleasoreofthr 
winter's  bnH.'z<'.  His  single  bx^k  of  hair  slrpimed 
upwards  from  his  bald  and  shaven  head,  aa  if  foine 
gi-nie  uph«  Id  hun  by  Ut  and  indeed  it  sevmed'ss  il 
supernatural  art  were  necessary'  to  the  ezecutioo  of 
till!  wild  whirling  dance,  in  which  scarce  the  tiptoe 
of  the  rM-rformer  was  seen  lo  touch  the  ground 
Amid  the  vagariifs  of  his  performance,  he  flew  here 
and  tliens  from  one  spot  to  another,  still  approidi- 
ing,  however,  though  almost  iniperceotUily,  to  the 
entrance  of  the  nnal  tent;  so  that,  wnen  at  length 
he  sunk  exhausted  on  tlie  earthy  after  two  or  tbn^e 
Ixiunds  still  higher  than  those  which  he  had  yet  exe- 
cuted, he  was  not  above  thirty  yards  Iroin  the  Eing'i 
person. 

"liive  him  water,'*  said  one  yeoman ;  '*theyalwiyi 
crave  a  drink  after  their  merry-go-round.** 

*'  .Aha,  water,  say'si  thou.  Long  Allen  ?"— exclaim- 
ed another  archer,  with  a  nuist  sconiful  emphasis  oa 
the  despised  element ;  "  how  wciddst  like  such  bev^ 
rage  thysi'lf,  after  such  a  niorrice  dancing  r' 

"  The  devil  a  water-drop  he  gets  here,"  said  a  third. 
"We  will  teach  the  hghl-footed  old  infldel  to  b«  i 
giM>d  Christian^  and  drink  wine  of  Cyprus." 

*'  Ay,  ay,"  said  a  fourth ;  ''and  in  cas«^  hebe  resrire 
fetch  thou  Dick  Hunter  a  horn,  that  he  drenches  his 
mare  withal." 

A  cinde  was  instantly  formed  around  the  pro^ 
trateand  exhausted  der\'ise,and  while  one  tall  >-cn- 
man  raised  his  feeble-  fonn  from  the  ground,  another 
presented  to  him  a  huge  flagon  of  wine.  Incapable 
of  sfieech,  the  old  man  shook  his  head,  and  waved 
awav  from  him  with  his  hand  the  liquor  forbidden  by 
the  Prophet ;  but  his  tormentors  were  not  thus  to  bt 
aprH*ased. 

The  horn,  the  horn !"  exclaimed  one.  "Little dif- 
ference h«'tween  a  Turk  and  a  Turkish  horse,  and  ve 
will  use  him  conforming." 

"  By  Saint  Ocorfic,  you  will  choke  him  T*  said  Lon; 
Allen ;  "  and,  besides,  it  is  a  sin  to  throw  away  upon 
a  heathen  don  as  much  wine  as  would  serve  a  giwd 
Christian  for  a  treble  night-cap." 

*'  Thou  know' St  not  the  nature  of  these  Turks  anil 
pagans,  Long  Allen,"  replied  Henry  Woodstail;  "I 
tell  thee,  imin,  that  this  flagon  of^ Cyprus  will  k: 
his  brains  a-spinning,  just  in  the  opposite  dinectian 
that  they  went  whirling  in  the  dancing,  and  so  bring 
him,  as  it  were,  to  himself  again.— Choke?  he  will  no 
more  choke  on  it  than  Ben's  black  bitch  on  tlie  pound 
of  butter." 

"And  for  gnidging  it,"  said  Tomalin  Blacklen, 
"  why  shouldst  thou  grudge  the  poor  paynim-dGvil  i 
drop  of  drink  on  earth,  since  thou  know  st  he  is  d(X 
to  nave  a  drop  to  cool  the  tip  of  his  tongue  through  i 


loiigiiternity  ?" 

"That  were  hanl  laws,  look  ye." 
"only  for  being  a  Turk,  as  his  father  was  before  him. 


rhat  were  hanl  laws,  look  ye."  said  Long  Alkn. 


Had  he  been  Christian  turned  heathen,  I  grant  you 
the  hottest  corner  had  been  good  winter  quarter*  ^ 
him." 

"  Hold  thy  peace,  Long  Allen,"  sakl  Henry 
Woo<lstaIl ;  *'  I  tell  theo  that  tonRue  of  thine  i»  sot 
the  shortest  limb  about  thee,  and  I  prophecythitit 
will  bring  thee  into  disgrace  with  Fattier  FninrA 
as  once  about  the  black-eyed  Syrian  wench.—Rut 
here  comes  the  horn.— Be  active  a  "bit,  man,  wih  '.h^Hi, 
and  just  force  open  his  teeth  with  the  haft  of  tkr 
dudgeon-dagger. 

*'  ilold,  hold  -he  is  conformable,"  said  Tomilin 
"8flt\  see,  he  signs  for  the  goblet— give  him  tx>oni 
boys.  Oop  »f}f  cj*,  quoth  the  Dutchman— down  it 
g(K:s  like  lanib*s-wool !  Nav.  thi>y  arc  true  topers 
when  t)nce  they  b-^^gin— your  Turk  never  coughs  in  bis 
cup,  or  stints  in  hia  liquoring." 

In  fact,  the  dcnise,  or  whatever  he  was,  drank, or 
at  least  seemed  to  drink,  the  large  flagon  to  rheTcn' 
bottom  at  a  single  pull ;  and  when  ho  to<.)k  it  from  bis 
lips,  afier  the  whole  contents  were  exhausted,  only 
uttered,  with  a  deep  sigh,  the  wordd  Allah  kerim,  <" 
God  is  merciful.  There  was  a  laugh  among  the  yeo- 
men who  witnessed  this  pottle-deep  potation,  to 
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wn,  as  to  rouse  and  distml)  ihe  Ejdk,  who, 
kis  iin;;eT,  said,  angrily,  "How,  knaves,  no 
■o  observance  V* 

re  at  once  hushed  into  silence,  woll  aoquaint- 
Jie  temper  of  Richard,  wliich  at  some  times 

of  nuich  military  familiarity,  and  at  others 
Jie  most  precise  respect,  although  the  tattor 
was  of  mucii  more  rare  occurrence.    Hast- 

a  more  Te%'erent  distance  fn)in  the  royal 
hey  ariempted  to  drag  along  with  them  the 
It,  who,  exhausted  apparentlvr  hy  pre^-ious 
\)T  overpowered  by  the  potent  (irau^ht  he  had 
Qowed,  resisted  being  moved  froia  the  spot, 
h  struggles  and  groans, 
ve  him  still,  ye  fools,"  whif;pered  Long 
I  kis  mates ;  **  by  Saint  Christopher,  vou 
A  our  Dickon  go  beside  himself,  and  wesnnll 
dasher  presently  fly  at  our  coetards.  Leave 
Be,  in  ieaa  than  a  minute  he  will  sleep  like  a 
ic* 

same  moment,  (he  Monarch  darted  another 
t  glance  Co  the  spot,  and  all  retreated  in  haste, 
thederviseon  the  ground,  unable^  as  it  seem- 
tir  a  single  limb  or  joint  of  his  body.  In  a 
aften^nrd,  all  was  as  still  and  quiet  as  it  had 
ore  the  intrusion. 
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and  whhcT'd  Mvrder, 

I'd    by  III*  wntin«l,  Ums  woir. 
e  howl'd  Ilia  wmtcli,  thun  with  hia  ptralthv  pace, 
Tmrnain'it  ravMliinc  iitridcs,  towards  hia  dtwigu 
I  like  a  rlioat- Jfotelt. 

he  spare  of  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  or  longer, 
I  incident  related,  all  remainedpcffccily  quiet 
out  of  the  royal  habitation.  The  King  read, 
sed  in  tlie  entrance  of  his  pavilion— behind, 
1  his  back  turned  to  the  same  entrance,  the 

slave  still  burnished  the  amfJe  pavcsse — 
of  all,  at  a  hundred  paces  distant,  the  yeo- 
the  guard  stood,  sat,  or  lav  extended  on  the 
tentive  to  their  own  sports,  out  pursuing  them 
e,  while  on  the  esplanade  betwixt  them  and 
t  of  the  tent,  lay,  scarcely  to  he  distinguished 
bimdle  of  rags,  the  senseless  form  of  the 
jt. 

ic  Nubian  had  the  advanta^  of  a  mirror, 
e  brilliant  reflection  which  the  surface  of  the 
lultshi-d  shield  now  afibrded,  by  moans  of 
e  hehi>ld,  to  his  alarm  and  surnrise,  that  the 
Jt  raised  his  head  gently  from  tnc  ground,  so 
irvey  nil  around  htm,  moving  with  a  well- 
precaiiiion,  which  seemed  entirely  inconsist- 
I  a  Btnle  of  eiiriety.  He  couched  his  head 
r,  OS  if  satisfied  he  was  unobserved,  and  began, 
?  slightest  TX>8sible  appearance  of  voluntary 
dray  hinisolf,  as  if  by  chance,  evernenrrT  and 
>  thi>  King,  but  stopping,  and  remaining  fixed 
vals,  like  the  spider,  which,  moving  towards 
ct,  collapses  into  apparent  lifelessness,  when 
ki*  slie  IS  the  subjeiM  of  observation.  This 
3f  movement  appeared  suspicimis  to  the  Eihi- 
rho,  on  his  part,  prepared  nimsolC  as  quietly 
ble,  to  interltnrc,  the  instant  that  interference 
teei n  to  be  neccssarv. 

larnlMiit  mean  while  glided  on  gradually  and 
ptibly,  senw'ni-like,  or  rather  snail-like,  till  he 
ut  U'li  yards\distance  from  Richard's  person, 
tariiiigon  his  feet,  he  sprung  forward  with 
id  of  a  tixer.  stood  at  the  King's  back  in  less 
insitnnt,  and  brandished  aloft  the  cangiar,  or 

which  he  had  hidden  in  his  sleeve.  Not 
lencf*  of  his  whole  army  could  have  saved 
•oic  Monarch— b«it  the  motions  of  the  Nubian 
n  as  Wfll  calculated  as  those  of  the  enthusiast, 
the  \a\tvT  could  strike,  the  former  caught  his 
arm.  Turning  his  fanatical  wrath  upon  what 
expectedly  interposed  betwixt  him  and  his 
he  f  Miarogite,  for  such  was  the  seeming  mar- 
jenlt  the  Nubian  a  blow  with  the  dagger, 
however,  only  grazed  his  arm,  while  the  far 
strength  of  the  Ethiopian  easily  dashe<l  him 
roundJ   Awaro  of  what  had  passed,  Richard 


had  now  arisen,  and  with  little  more  ol  stirprias^ 
anger,  or  interest  of  any  kind  in  his  countenance, 
than  an  ordinary  man  would  shuw  in  brushing 
off  and  crushing  an  intrusive  wasp,  caught  up  the 
stool  on  which  he  had  been  sitting,  and  exclaim- 
ing only,  "  Ha,  dog !"  dashed  almost  to  pieces  the 
skull  of  the  assassin,  who  uttered  twice,  once  in  a 
loud,  and  once  in  a  broken  tone,  the  words  "  Allah 
ackbar!"— God  is  victorious—and  expired  at  the 
King's  feet. 

■•Ve  are  careful  warders,"  said  Richard  to  his 
archers,  in  a  tone  of  scornful  reproach,  as,  aroused 
by  the  bustle  of  what  had  passed,  in  terror  and  tumult 
they  now  rushed  into  his  tent ;— "  watchful  sentinels 
ye  are,  to  leave  me  to  do  such  hangman's  H'ork  with 
my  own  hand.— Be  silent  all  of  you,  and  cease  your 
senseless  clamour !  sow  ye  ne>'er  a  dead  Turk  before  % 
—Here— cast  that  carrion  out  of  the  camp,  strike  the 
head  from  the  trunk,  and  stick  it  on  a  lance,  taking 
core  to  turn  the  face  to  Mecca,  that  ho  may  the  easier 
tell  the  foul  impostor,, on  whose  inspiration  he  come 
hither,  how  he  has  sped  on  his  errand.— For  tboe, 
my  swart  and  silent  fnend."  he  added,  turning  to  the 
Ethiopian—"  But  how's  this  7— thou  art  wounded— 
and  with  a  poisoned  weapon,  I  warrant  me.  for  by 
force  of  scab  so  weak  an  animal  as  that  could  scarce 
hope  to  do  more  than  raze  the  lion's  hide.— Suck  the 
poison  from  his  wound  one  of  you— the  venom  ii 
harmless  on  the  lips,  though  fatal  when  it  mingles 
with  the  Wood." 

The  yeomen  looked  on  each  other  confusedly  and 
with  hesitation,  the  apprehension  of  so  strange  a 
danger  prevailing  with  those  who  feared  no  other. 

**How  now,  sirrahs,"  continued  the  King,  "are 
you  dainty-lipped,  or  do  you  fear  death,  that  you  dally 
thus  r* 

"  Not  the  death  of  a  man,"  said  Long  Alleri,  to 
whom  the  King  looked  as  he  spoke ;  "  but  methinks 
I  would  not  die  like  a  poisoned  rat  ifor  the  sake  of  a 
black  chattel  there,  that  is  bought  and  sold  in  a  market 
like  a  Martlemas  ox." 

"  His  Grace  speaks  to  men  of  sucking  poison," 
muttered  another  yeoman,  "  as  if  he  said.  Go  to, 
swallow  a  gooseberry !" 

"  Nay,"  said  Richard,  "  f  never  bade  man  do  that 
which  I  would  not  do  myself." 

And,  without  farther  ceremony,  and  in  spite  of  the 
general  expostulations  of  those  around,  and  the  re- 
sr>octful  opposition  of  the  Nubian  himsol£  the  King 
of  England  applied  his  lips  to  the  wound  of  tlie  black 
slave,  treating  with  ridicule  all  remonstrances,  and 
overpowering  all  resistance.  He  had  no  sooner  in- 
termitted his  singular  occupation,  than  the  Nubian 
startetl  from  him,  and,  casting  a  scarf  over  his  arm, 
intimated  by  gesnires,  as  firm  in  purpose  as  they 
were  respectful  in  manner,  his  determination  not  to 
permit  the  Monarch  lo  rrinow  so  degrading  an  em- 
ployment. Lung  Allen  also  interposed,  saying,  that 
if  it  wore  necessary  to  prevent  the  King  enm;ing 
again  in  a  trcaiment  of  this  kind,  his  own  lips, 
tonbne,  and  teeth,  were  at  the  st^r\'ice  of  the  negro, 
(as  ne  called  the  Ethiopion,)  and  that  he  would  eat 
him  np  bodily,  rathejr  then  King  Richard's  mouth 
should  again  approach  him. 

Neville,  who  entered  with  other  officers,  added  hit 
remonstrances. 

'*  Nay,  nay,  make  not  a  needless  halloo  about  a 
hart  that  the  hounds  have  lost,  or  a  danger  when  it 
is  over,"  snid  the  King—"  the  wound  will  be  a  trifle, 
for  the  blood  is  scarce  drawn— an  angry  cat  had  dealt 
a  deeper  scratch— and  for  me,  1  have  but  to  take  a 
drachm  of  orvietan  by  way  of  precaution,  though  it  is 
mvvilcss," 

Thus  spoke  Richard,  a  little  ashamed,  periiaps,  of 
his  own  condescension,  though  sanctioned  both  by 
humanity  and  gratitude.  Hut  when  Nevilk:  continued 
to  make  remonstrances  on  the  peril  to  his  royal  person, 
the  King  impoMed  silence  on  him. 

"  Peace.  I  prithee- make  no  more  of  it— I  did  it  bat 
to  show  these  ignorant  pr«>judiccd  knaves  how  they 
might  help  each  other  wh«^n  these  cowardly  cnitifra 
come  against  uh  with  sarbacnni*s  and  poisoned  shafts. 
— But,''^he  odded,  "take  iheo  this  Nubian  to  thf 
quarters,  Neville— I  have  changed  m^  mind  tcnchiag 
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him— let  Iiim  be  well  cared  for— But,  hark  in  thine 
ear — tvx'.  that  he  cscnpeH  ihci'  not— thore  is  inon?  in 
tiiin  th  m  flet^niii.  Lot  him  hnvf  nil  lihrrry,  ftn  that 
hn  Irave  not  lh«'  camp. — .And  vou,  yc  brt'f-«Uv(iurin«. 
wine  «iwillin>;  KiiKlish  niastifld.  m't  yo  to  your  ci mm 


a^in,  and  be  mre  you  kirp  it  more  wnri[y.    Think 

not  yon  an;  now  in  yimr  own  land  of  fair  piny,  where    ,„       

mon  apeak  i>efort:  iney  strike,  and  nhake  hiimis  f re  |  hi?  VKr>' absence  f^hould  he  matter  of  smspidnn.  There 


know'iit,  that  when  we  muf  tcr  our  troopa  to-morrow, 
the  prineca  hav«^  agreed,  that  to  exni.iie  the  aflnmt 
oflTrn'd  to  Kn^lan<l  in  the  theft  of  nor  Ranner,  the 
ii:adert«  Hhonld  piimm  our  new  «tandnnt  nn  it  floats  OS 
Suini  (leorce'B  Mount,  and  ualiite  it  with  formal  re* 
gnrd.  I)4*lievv  nie,  the  aeorct  trniinr  will  not  dare  to 
abwiit  himself  fmm  an  expuns^tion  m  iiolemn,  letc 


thev  cut  throats.  Dnnf;cr  in  our  land  walks  optMiiy, 
and  with  hi.<4  hiadi*  drawn.,  and  detio!*  the  {*>*}  whom 
he  niennii  to  ns«nnit ;  but  here,  he  rhnllen^eH  you 
with  a  (<i]k  i;loVf!  instead  of  a  At(.*el-caMnllet,  ruid  your 
thniat  with  the  feather  of  a  tiirrlr-dove,  atahs  you 
with  the  tonmie  of  a  prir-Ht'*  brooch,  or  throitles  you 
with  !he  laeo  of  my  lady'a  bodine.  (if>  lo— keep  your 
eyes  open  and  your  mouths  shut— drink  leas  and  I«N)k 
anarpj.T  abojit  you ;  or  I  will  placMt  viMir  hn«»  stomachs 
on  Nuci)  short  ailownnce,  us  would^ pinch  the  stomach 
of  a  patient  Srotiishman." 

The  yiKimen,  abasliL-d  and  mortified,  withdrew  to 
their  mist,  and  iNriville  wns  b«-s;inning  to  reiiKinsrrate 
with  his  muster  upim  the  risk  of  passini^  over  thus 
siiishtly  their  nei^tif^rncc  u[Km  their  duty,  and  the  pn>- 
priety  of  nn  example  hi  a  case  so  i>e«:uliarlv  ajrarravatixl 
as  the  perniittim;  one  so  suspicious  as  the  marabout 
to  approach  wilinn  daKa;«'r's  length  t)f  his  person, 
when  Richani  iritetruptrtl  him  with  "  8|ieak  not  of  it, 
Neville— wouldst  thou  have  me  nven'^e  a  peltv  risk 
to  myself  more  sevon-ly  than  the  loss  <if  Rni^land'a 
banner  ?  It  has  been  stolen— stolen  by  a  thief,  or 
delivered  up  by  a  traitor,  and  no  blood  has  been  ehed 
for  if.— My  sable  fri'^nd,  thou  art  an  ex|>ounder  of 
myatHfies,  a-urh  the  illustrious  Soldan— now  would  I 
f?ivc  ihee  thino  own  weiuhi  in  ^old,  if,  by  raising  one 
still  blacker  than  thyself,  or  by  what  other  means 
thou  wilt,  thou  couMmI  show  me  the  thief  who  did 
mine  honour  that  wronij.  What  say'st  thou  ?  ha  ."' 
The  mute  aeem«l  desirous  to  s)>eak,  but  uttered 
only  that  imiHrfeet  soutid  proper  to  his  melancholy 
condition,  then  fohh^l  his  arms,  loi»ke.l  on  the  King 
with  an  eye  of  intelli^^cncc,  and  nodded  in  anawur  to 
his  question. 

"  How  !"   aaid  Richard,  with  joyful  impatience. 
"  Wilt  thou  undertake  to  make  discovery  in  this 
matter?" 
The  Xubian  slave  repeated  the  same  motitm. 
"Rut  how  shall  we  understand  each  other f  aaid 
the  Kinsj.— "Canst  thou  write,  pood  fellow  ?" 
The  slave  a^ain  nodded  in  assent. 
"Ciive  him  writim?-tools,"  said  the  King.    "They 
were  readier  in  my  father's  tent  than  mine— but  they 
be  somewhere  alwut,  if  tliis  scoivhinj;  climate  have 
not  drie<l  up  the  ink.— Why,  this  fellow  is  a  jewel— a 
black  diamond,  Neville." 

"  So  please  you^  my  liesc,"  said  NeviHe,  "  if  I  mi??!it 
Bpeak  my  poor  mmd,  it  were  ill  dealing  in  this  ware. 
This  man  must  be  a  wizard,  and  wizards  deal  \%ith 
the  Enemy,  who  haih  most  inten?st  to  sow  tares 
among  the  wheat,  and  bring  dissension  into  our 

councils,  and" 

"  Peace,  Neville,"  said  Richard.  "  Halloo  to  vour 
northern  hoimd  when  he  is  close  on  the  haunch  of 
the  deer,  and  hope  to  recall  him,  but  st^k,  not  to 
stop  Plauiagcnet  when  he  hath  hope  to  retrieve  his 
honour." 

The  slave,  who  during  this  discussion  had  been 
writing,  in  whi<'h  art  he  seem^nl  skilful,  now  arosi.*, 
and  pressing  what  he  had  written  to  his  brow,  pros- 
trated himself  as  usual,  ere  he  delivered  it  into  the 
King's  hands.  The  scroll  was  in  French,  although 
their  inttircourse  had  hittierto  been  conducted  by 
Richard  in  the  lingua  Franca. 

"To  Richard,  the  conqurdng  and  invincible  King 
of  England,  this  from  the  humblest  of  his  slaves. 
Mysterious  are  the  sealed  caskets  of  Heaven,  but 
wisdom  tnay  devis*.*  tm^ans  to  open  the  lock.  Were 
>,our  slave  stationed  where  the  leaders  of  the  Chris- 
tian ho.st  were  ma<le  to  pa«8  before  him  in  order, 
doubt  nothing,  that  if  he  who  did  the  injury  whereof 
my  King  complains  shall  be  ainon;;  the  number,  he 
may  be  made  manifest  in  his  iniquity,  though  it  be 
hidden  under  seven  veil"." 

'Now,  by  iSaint  George!"    said  King  Richard, 


will  we  place  our  sable  man  of  couns<'l,  and,  if  his  art 
can  drteet  the  villain,  leave  me  to  deal  with  him." 

"My  liege,"  said  Ne\ille.  with  the  frankness ufta 
English  baron.  **  lN;ware  what  work  you  begin.  Here 
is  the  concfird  of  our  holy  league  unexpectedly  re* 
11" Wed  -will  you,  u|K)n  such  suspicion  as  a  neac 
slave  enn  insiil,  tear  open  wounds  so  lately  closeJ^ 
or  will  you  use  the  solemn  procession,  adopted  for  the 
HTiaratioii  of  your  honour,  and  establishment  of  uni- 
niinity  amon^rst  the  discording  princes,  as  themeau 


>f  agnin  fmding  out  new  caus<!  of  otienct*.,  or  rsriving 
k*ls  1  It  were  scarcff  too  strong  to  bar, 
this  were  a  bn-acli  nf  the  declaration  your  Oraceroide 


to  the  assemblwl  Council  of  the  ( -rusadc' 

"  \eville,"  said  the  King,  sternly  inierruptins  him, 
"  thy  zeal  makes  thw  pn'sumj»m<iiis  and  unmannerly. 
Never  did  I  promise  to  abstain  from  taking  whatever 
means  were  most  promising,  to  discover  the  infa- 
mous author  of  the  attaok  on  my  honour.  Ere  I  hid 
done  S4),  1  would  have  renounced  my  kingdom— my 
life.  Ail  my  declarations  were  under  this  luicestmrf 
and  absolute  (lualification  ;-;-(mly,  if  An<!<tria  had  step- 
ped forth  and  owned  the  injur>'  like  a  man,  I  pnn- 
fert^l.  for  the  sake  of  Christendom,  to  have  forBTen 
yiim." 

"  Rut,"  continued  the  baron,  anxiously,  "  what  hops 
that  this  jugi'ling  slave  of  Saladin  will  liot  palter  with 
your  (iraw?" 

'•Peace,  Neville,"  said  the  King;  "thou  think'it 
thyself  mighty  wise,  and  art  but  a  fool.  Mind  thoa 
riiy  charge  touching  this  follow— there  is  more  ia 
him  than  thy  We-^tmoreland  wit  can  fathom.— Aod 
thou,  swart  and  silent,  prepare  to  perform  the  fetf 
thou  hast  promised,  and,  by  the  word  of  a  King,  thoa 
shalt  choose  thine  own  recompense.— Lu,  he  wriiaft 
again." 

The  iniito  accordingly  wrote  and  delivered  to  th* 
King,  with  the  same  form  as  before,  another  afip  of 

Eaper,  containing  these  words.     "The  will  of  the 
jng  is  the  law  to  his  slave— nor  doth  it  become  him 
to  ask  guerdon  for  discharge  of  his  devoir." 

"  Guerdon  ami  devoir  T  said  the  Kins  interropN 
ing  himself  as  he  read,  and  speaking  to  Neville  in  toe 
English  tongue  with  some  emphasis  on  the  wordi)— 
"  These  Eastern  |)eople  will  profit  by  the  Crusiden 
— thev  aR'  ai'tiiiiring  the  language  of  chivalry!— Aod 
see,  Neville,  now  discomposed  that  fellow  looks— 
were  it  not  for  his  colour  he  would  blush.  I  shoold 
not  think  it  strange  if  he  understood  what  I  say— they 
are  perilous  linpnsta." 

"  The  poor  slave  cannot  endure  vour  Grace's  eye," 
aaid  Neville;  "it  is  nothing  more.'* 

"  Well,  but,"  continued  the  King,  striking  the  paper 
with  his  finger,  as  he  proc6ed<3d,  "  this  bold  scroll  pn>- 
cei^ds  to  say,  that  our  trusty  mute  is  charged  with  a 
message  from  Saladin  to  the  Lady  Efiith  Planta{QO- 
net,  and  craves  means  and  opportunity  to  deliver  iL 
What  think' St  thou  of  a  request  so  modest— ha,  Ni)* 
ville?" 

"I  cannot  sav,"  said  Neville,  "how  such  freedom 
may  relish  with  your  Gmce;  but  the  lease  of  the 
messenger's  neck  would  be  a  short  one,  who  shoold 
carry  such  a  request  to  the  Soldan  on  the  part  of 
your  Majesty." 

"  Nay,  I  thank  Heaven  that  I  covet  none  of  bif 
sunburnt  heautiea,"  said  Richard;  "and  for  punish- 
ing this  fellow  for  discharging  his  n)aster's  ernnd, 
and  that  when  lie  has  just  saved  mv  lif'.— niethinkiit 
were  someihim;  uhj  .summary.  I'lf  tell  thee,  Neville, 
a  secret— for,  although  our  sable  and  mute  niiiiifttf 
be  present,  he  cannot,  thou  know'st,  tell  it  overagauv 
even  if  he  should  chance  to  understand  us— I  tell  the^ 
that,  for  this  fortnight  past,  I  have  l>ccn  under  a 
strange  spell,  'and  1  would  I  were  disenchanted. 
There  has  no  sooner  any  one  done  mo  good  service^ 


thou  hast  spoken  must  oppoituncly.^Nevilie,  Uiou  1  but  lo  >'ou,  he  caiiccia  his  iaterest  in  nie  by  aomedev 
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ajnry ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  he  who  hath  deservi^ 
leaih  at  my  hani)*  Uvr  aonie  trenohery  or  aome  innilt, 
■  aane  to  be  the  very  p<.fn«)ii,  of  all  others,  who  con- 
ers  upon  me  acme  bbli^Blion  that  overbalancca  his 
lemerits,  and  renders  rep;>ite  o;  his  nenlence  a  debt 
loe  frnin  my  honour.  Thufs  thou  ncest,  I  am  de- 
mved  of  the  best  part  of  my  royal  function,  since  I 
iui  neither  punish  men  nor  reward  them.  Until  the 
nflueuce  of  this  disqunhfyinp  planet  be  passt'd  away, 
[  will  8ay  nothing  cuncerriinj;  the  request  of  this  our 
nble  attendant,  save  that  it  la  an  unusually  hold  one, 
uid  that  hia  best  chance  of  findina  grace  m  tnir  eyes 
will  be,  to  endeavour  to  make  the  disrovery  which  he 
pfoposea  to  achirve  in  our  behalf.  Mean  while,  Ne- 
f  ille,  do  thou  look  well  to  him,  and  let  him  he  honour- 
ably cared  for.— And  hark  thee  once  more,"  he  snid, 
m  a  low  whisper,  "seek  out  yonder  hermit  of  h'n- 
laddi,  and  bnng  him  to  me  lurihwith,  be  he  saint 
or  uvai^e,  madman  or  sane.  Let  me  aeo  him  pri- 
vnely."' 

Neville  retired  from  the  royal  tent,  signing  to  the 
Nubian  to  follow  him,  and  much  surprised  at  what 
he  had  sieen  and  heard,  and  especially  at  the  unusual 
demeanour  of  the  King.  In  general,  no  task  was  so 
easy  as  to  discover  KichnnTs  immediate  a)urac  of 
■entiment  and  feeling,  though  it  might,  in  some  cases, 
be  difficult  to  calculate  its  duration ;  for  no  weatliei- 
oock  obeyed  the  changing  wind  more  readily,  than 
the  King  his  gusts  of  passion.  Hut,  on  the  present 
occasion,  his  manner  seemed  unusually  conHtrained 
and  mysterious,  nor  was  it  easy  to  guess  whether  dis- 
pleafwre  or  kiudrtess  prrdommateil  in  his  conduct 
lowards  his  new  dependant,  or  in  the  looks  with 
which,  from  time  to  time,  he  regarded  him.  The 
ready  service  which  the  Kmg  han  n^ndered  to  coun- 
teract lh<!  bad  eflects  of  the  Nubian's  wound,  might 

I  iiim  ov 


J  to  bahince  the  obligatiim  conferred  on  aim  by 

the  alave^  when  he  intercepted  the  blow  of  the  assas- 
■n ;  but  It  aeenK^,  as  a  much  longer  account  remain- 
id  Co  be  arranged  between  them,  that  the  Monarch 
irai  doubtful  whether  the  aettlement  might  leave 
him,  upon  the  whole,  debtor  or  creditor,  and  that, 
therefore,  be  assumed,  in  the  mean  time,  a  neutral  de- 
aeanmir,  which  might  suit  with  either  character.  As 
br  the  Nubian,  by  whatever  means  he  had  acquired 
be  art  of  writing  the  European  languages,  the  King 
emainrd  cunvinctni  that  the  Knglisn  tongue  at  least 
ras  unknown  to  him,  since,  having  watched  him 
iomff^y  during  the  last  part  of  the  interview,  he  con- 
eivcxi  it  impossible  for  any  one  understandins  a  cx>n- 
vraation,  of  which  he  was  himself  the  subject^  lo 
lave  so  completely  avoided  the  appearance  of  takmg 
n  interest  in  it. 


CHAPTER  XXII. 


Wlio*!  there?— Am>rrach— 'tin  kiniUy  t 
My  iMined  ptiy  riicioo  ukI  a  fnvnd. 

Sis  Ecstasb  Gret. 

Oim  narrative  retrogrades  to  a  period  shortly  pre- 
\aus  to  the  incidents  last  mentioned,  when,  as  the 
eadrr  must  remember,  the  unfortunate  Knight  of  the 
..Gopard,  bestowed  upon  the  Arabian  physician  by 
Cin^  Richard,  rather  as  a  slave  than  in  any  other  ca- 
mel ty,  was  exiled  from  the  cnmp  of  the  (Crusaders, 
n  whose  ranks  he  had  so  often  and  so  brilliantly  dis- 
inguished  himself.  He  followt^i  his  new  master,  for 
io  we  must  now  term  the  Hakim,  to  the  Moorish 
rnts  which  contained  his  retinue  and  his  property, 
vith  the  stupified  feelings  of  one,  who,  fallen  from 
he  summit  of  a  firecipice.  and  em-aping  nnexpectt'dly 
vith  life,  is  iiist  able  to  drag  himself  from  the  fatal 
ipot,  but  without  the  power  of  estimating  the  extent 
if  the  damage  which  he  haa  sustained.  Arrived  at 
he  tent,  he  threw  himself,  without  sfM'cch  of  any 
lind,  upon  a  couch  of  drrseed  biitftjlo's  hide,  whirn 
mis  TKMnted  out  to  him  by  his  conductor,  and,  hiding 
lis  fac^  litflwixt  h:s  handis  cnmniti  heavily,  as  if  his 
leart  were  on  the  pfjini  of  burbling.  The  physician 
lean)  him,  as  he  was  giving  orders  to  his  numercMis 
bmcsiics  to  pn>pare  for  their  departure  the  next 
noniing  before  daybreak,  and,  moved  with  compas- 
ttDO,  interrupted  his  occupation,  to  ait  down,  ciusa- 


legged,  by  the  sideof  hiscoucht  and  administer  com- 
fort ncconling  to  the  Oriental  manner. 

"  My  friend,"  he  said,  "  l»e  of  good  comfor*.— for 
what  sayeth  the  poet— it  is  belter  that  a  man  should 
be  thesctrvant  of  a  kind  master,  than  the  slave  of  hii 
own  wild  passions.  Again,  be  of  good  courage:  be- 
cause, whereas  Ysouf  Ben  Yagoube  was  aoldtoa 
King  ny  his  brethren,  even  to  Pharaoh  King  of  Egypt, 
thy  King  hath,  on  the  other  band,  bestowed  thee  on 
one  who  will  be  to  thee  as  a  brother." 

Sir  Kenneth  made  an  eflort  to  thank  the  Hakim, « 
but  hia  heort  was  too  full,  and  the  indistinct  sounda 
which  accoinpanieil  his  abortive  attempts  to  reply, 
induced  the  kind  physician  to  desist  from  his  pnma- 
ture  endeavours  at  consolation.  Ho  left  his  new  do- 
mestic, or  guest,  in  quiet,  to  indulge  his  sorrows,  aixi 
having  commanded  all  the  necessary  preparationa 
for  their  departure  on  the  morning,  sat  down  upon 
the  canx-'t  of  the  tent,  and  indulgcid  himself  in  a  mode- 
rate repast.  After  he  had  thus  n^frrshed  himself, 
similar  vianda  were  oflered  to  the  Scottish  Knight ; 
but  though  the  slavoa  let  him  understand  that  the 
nexi  day  would  be  far  advanceil  ere  they  would  halt 
for  th«;  purpose  of  refreshment,  Sir  Kenneth  could  not 
oveiconie  the  disgust  which  he  felt  against  swallow- 
ing any  nourishment,  and  could  be  pn?>vailed  upon  to 
taste  nothing,  saving  a  draught  of  cold  woter. 

He  was  awake,  long  after  his  Arab  host  had  per^ 
formed  his  jsual  devotions,  and  betaken  himself  to 
his  repose,  nor  had  sleep  visited  him  at  the  hour  of 
midnight,  when  a  movetnent  took  place  among  the 
domestics,  whiob,  though  attended  with  no  speech, 
and  very  little  ncise,  made  him  aware  they  were  load- 
ing the  camels  aiid  preparing  for  departure.  In  the 
course  of  these  preparations,  the  last  person  who 
was  disturbed,  excepting  the  physician  himself,  wai 
the  Knight  of  Scotland,  whom,  about  three  in  the 
morning,  a  sort  of  major-domo,  or  maater  of  the 
household,  acquainted  that  he  must  arise.  He  did  so, 
without  farther  answer,  and  followed  him  into  the 
moonlight,  where  stood  the  camels,  most  of  which 
wen.'  already  loaded,  and  jne  only  remained  kneehng 
until  its  burricn  should  be  completed. 

A  little  apart  from  the  r«imel8  stood  a  number, of 
horses  ready  bridled  and  srddled,  and  the  Hakim 
himself,  coming  forth,  mounifd  on  one  of  them  with 
as  much  asriliiy  as  the  grave  decorum  of  his  charac- 
ter permitted,  and  directed* another,  which  he  jMiinted 
out,  to  be  led  towards  Sir  Kenm  th.  An  English  offi- 
cer was  in  attendance,  to  escori  them  through  the  ^ 
camp  of  the  Crusaders,  and  to  ensure  their  leaving  it 
in  safety,  and  all  wos  ready  for  their  departure.  The 
pavilion  which  thev  had  leit.  was,  in  the  mean  while, 
struck  with  singular  despatch,  and  the  tcnt-polea  and 
coverings  composed  the  burden  of  the  last  camel- 
when  the  physician,  pronouncing  solemnly  the  verae 
of  the  Koran,  "(lod  be  our  guide,  and  Mabommed 
(Mir  pmteiMor,  in  the  desert  as  in  the  watered  field," 
the  whole  cavalcade  was  instantly  in  motion. 

In  traversing  the  camp,  they  were  challenged  bjr 
the  vaniius  simtinitis  who  mainiaincti  guard  ther& 
and  suffered  to  proceed  in  silence,  or  with  a  muttered 
curse  upon  their  prophet,  as  they  passed  the  post  of 
some  more  zealous  Cru<ader.  At  length,  the  last 
barriers  were  left  behind  them,  and  the  parly  forined 
themselves  for  the  march  with  military  precaution. 
Two  or  three  horsemen  advanced  in  front  as  a  van- 
guard ;  one  or  two  remained  a  bow-shot  in  the  reari 
and.  wherever  the  gniund  admitted,  others  were  de- 
tached ro  keep  an  outlook  on  the  flanks.  In  this 
manner  they  proceeded  onward,  while  Sir  Kenneth, 
looking  bark  on  the  imtonlighi  camp,  might  now  in- 
deed m*'ni  banished,  deprived  at  once  of  honour  and 
of  liberty,  from  the  glimmering  banners  under  which 
he  had  liorK-d  to  gain  additional  n-nown,  and  the 
tented  dwellinss  ot  chivalry,  of  Christianity,  and— of 
Edith  IMantogenet. 

The  Hakim,  who  rode  by  his  side^  observed,  in  his 
nsiinl  tone  of  »>ntentious  consolation—'*  It  is  unwiaa 
to  look  back  when  the  ifiurne>;  lieth  forward;"  and  as 
he  spoke,  the  horse  of  the  knight  made  such  a  peril- 
ous stumble,  as  threatened  lo  add  a  practical  moral 
to  the  tale. 

The  knight  was  compelled  br  this  hint  to  give  inoiv 
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attention  to  the  man8f;Dment  of  his  steed  which  more 
than  oner  required  the  assiHtance  and  support  of  the 
check-bridle,  although,  in  other  respects,  nothing 
could  be  more  easy  at  onco,  and  activo,  than  tlw 
ambling  pace  at  which  the  animal  (which  was  a 
marc)  proceeded. 

"  The  conditions  of  that  horse,"  observed  the  sen- 
tentious physician,  "  are  like  those  of  human  fortune ; 
■eein:;  that  amidst  his  most  swift  and  easy  pace, 
the  rider  must  guard  himself  against  a  fall,  and  that 
^t  is  when  prosperity  is  at  the  highest,  that  oar  pru- 
dence should  be  awake  and  vigilant,  to  prevent  mis- 
forume." 

The  overloaded  appetite  loathes  even  the  honey- 
comb, and  it  is  scanu;  a  wonder  that  the  knight,  mor- 
tified and  harassod  with  misfortunes  and  abasement, 
became  something  impatient  of  hearing  his  misery 
made,  at  every  turn,  the  ground  of  pruveihs  and 
apothegms,  however  ju«t  and  apposite. 

"Mrttliinks,"  he  said,  rather  peevishly,  "I  wanted 
no  additional  illustration  of  the  instability  of  fortune 
—though  I  would  thank  the«L  Sir  Hakim,  for  thy 
dioice  of  a  steed  for  me,  would  the  jade  but  stumble 
10  etfiiciually  as  at  once  to  break  my  neck  and  her 
own." 

"  My  brother,"  answered  the  Arab  sage,  with  imper- 
turbable gravity,  '*  thou  spcakest  as  one  of  the  foolish. 
Tliou  say'st  in  thy  heart,  that  the  sage  should  have 
given  one  as  his  guest,  the  younger  and  better  horsey 
and  reserved  the  old  one  for  himself;  but  know,  that 
the  defects  of  the  older  steed  may  be  compensated  by 
the  energies  of  the  young  rider,  wiiercas  the  violence 
of  the  young  horse  requires  to  be  moderated  by  the 
cold  temper  of  the  older." 

So  spoko  the  sage ;  but  neither  to  this  observation 
did  Sir  Kenneth  return  any  answer  which  could  lead 
to  a  continuance  of  their  conversation,  and  the  phy- 
sician, wearied,  perhaps,  of  administering  comfort  to 
one  who  would  not  be  comforted,  signed  to  one  of  his 
letiiiiie. 

**  Hassan,"  he  saiil,  "  hast  thou  nothing  wherewith 
to  beguile  the  way  ?" 

Hassan,  story-teller  and  fx>ct  by  profession,  spurred 
np,  upon  (his  summons,  to  excrcii«e  his  calling.— 
**  Lord  of  the  palaci*of  life,"  he  said,  addressing  the 
physician,  "  thou,  before  whom  tlie  angel  Azrael 
spreadeth  his  wings  for  tlii:Iit— thou,  wiser  than  Soli- 
maun  Den  Daoud,  upon  whose  signet  was  inscrilied 
the  BKAL  NAME  wiiich  contRils  the  spirits  of  the  ele- 
ments—forbid it  Heaven,  that  while  thou  travellest 
upon  the  track  uf  benevolence^  bearing  healing  and 
hope  wherever  thou  comest,  thine  own  course  should 
be  sadd«'n(.^  for  lark  of  the  tale  and  of  the  song.  Be- 
hold, whilo  thy  servant  is  at  thy  side,  he  will  pouf 
forth  the  treasures  of  his  memory,  as  the  fountain 
sendoth  her  sin>nm  beside  the  pathway,  for  the  re- 
freshment of  him  that  walkelh  tbtrcNUi.^' 

After  this  e.vor  Jiuin,  Hassnn  uplifted  his  voice,  and 
^began  a  tale  of  love  and  magic,  iniermixed  wiihfeais 
of  warlike  achievement,  and  ornamented  with  abund- 
ant quotations  from  the  Persian  posits,  with  whose 
compositions  the  orator  seemed  familiar.  The  retinue 
of  the  physician,  such  ex(>>.>pted  as  were  necessarily 
detained  in  attendance  on  the  camels,  thronged  up  to 
the^  narrator,  and  pn?ssed  as  close  as  deference  for 
their  master  permitk'd,  to  enjoy  the  delight  which  the 
mhabiiants  of  the  Ji^st  have  ever  derived  from  this 
■peci<*s  of  exhibition. 

At  another  time,  notwithstanding  his  imperfect 
knowledge  of  the  language,  Sir  Kenneth  riii^ht  have 
been  interesti'd  in  the  recitation,  which,  though  dic- 
taU'd  by  a  more  extravagant  imauinuiion,  and  ex- 

Krcssed  in  more  intlnte^l  and  metaphorical  language, 
ore  yet  a  strong  re^einblaiice  tu  the  romances  of  chi- 
valry, (hen  so  fashionable  in  Kuropc.  But  as  matters 
■t(>od  with  him,  he  was  scarcely  oven  sensible  that  a 
man  in  the  centre  of  the  cavalcade  recited  and  sun^ 
:n  a  low  tone,  for  nearly  two  hours,  modulating  his 
voice  to  the  various  moods  of  passion  iiitrotJuced  into 
the  (ale,  and  receiving,  in  return,,now  low  murmurs  of 
applause,  nuw  niutterxxi  expressions  of  wonder,  now 
Bighs  and  tears,  and  s-nm^limes,  what  it  was  far  more 
dimcult  to  extract  from  siicli  an  audience,  a  tribute  of 
Biniles,  and  even  laughter. 


During  the  recitatk>n,  th^  attention  of  the  oUb, 
however  abstracted  by  his  own  deep  aonuw,  waioe*  ■ 
casionally  awakened  oy  the  low  wau  of  a  dog,  aecnnd 
in  a  wicker  enclosure  suspended  on  one  of  the  camebk 
which,  as  an  experienced  woodsniaiL  he  had  no  hcs- 
ta(ion  in  recognising  to  be  that  of  his  own  faithful 
hound ;  and  from  the  plaintive  tone  of  the  aminal,Iia 
had  no  doubt  that  he  was  aeosible  of  hia  masiei'i 
vicinity,  and,  in  his  way,  invoking  hia  aaaistanoe  for 
liberty  and  rescue. 

''  Alas  I  poor  Roswal,"  he  said.  *'  thoa  calleat  for i^ 
and  sympathy  upon  one  in  stricter  bondage  than  thoa 
thyself  art.  I  will  not  seem  to  heed  thoe,  or  retnn 
thy  aflection,  sinci>  it  would  serve  but  to  load  our  pii^ 
ing^with  yet  more  bitterness." 

Thus  passed  the  houre  of  night,  ind  the  ipaoe  of 
dim  hazy  dawn,  which  forma  ine  twilight  of  a  8v- 
rian  morning.  But  when  the  very  first  line  of  tat 
sun's  disk  bc-gan  to  rise  above  the  level  bqriaon,  lad 
when  the  very  first  level  ray  shot  glimmering  io  dnr 
along  the  surface  of  the  desert,  wnich  the  L*aveUns 
had  now  attained,  the  sonorous  voice  of  Em  Uakin 
himself  overpowered  and  cut  short  the  Darraiifeof 
the  tale-teller,  while  he  caused  to  reaoond  along  |ht 
sands  the  solemn  summons,  which  the 


"To  prayer— to"prayerl  God  is  the  one  GSod-^ 
irav'er— to  prayer !  Manommed  is  the  prophet  of  Go^ 
-To  prayer— to  prayer  I   Time  is  flying  .fiom,  ]^ 


thunder  at  morning  from  the  minaret  of  every  aooavB. 

•*~  leGod-Tb 

hei 

—to  prayer— to  prayer !  Judgment  is  onwing  m^k  to 
you." 

In  an  instant  each  Moslem  cast  himaelf  firoB  mi 
horse,  tumcxl  his  face  towards  Mecca,  and  DeifonM^ 
witli  sand  an  imitation  of  those  abluiiona,  wnicb  woe 
elsewhere  required  to  be  made  with  water,  whils  sack 
individual;  in  brief  but  fervent  ^aculationa,  reoom- 
mendod  himself  to  the  care,  and  hia  sina  lo  the  foigive> 
ness,  of  iiod  and  the  Prophet. 

Kven  Sir  Kenneth,  whose  reason  at  once  and  pn- 
judices  w^ere  otfended  by  seeing  his  companions  m 
that  which  he  considered  as  on  act  of  idolatiy,  coeU 
not  help  respecting  the  sincerity  of  their  miaguiM 
zeal,  and  being  stimulated  by  their  fervour  to  a^ 
supplications  to  Heaven  in  a  purer  form,  wondenog, 
mean  while,  what  new-born  feelins^s  could  teach  bin 
to  accompany  in  prayer,  though  with  varied  iufoea- 
(i(Mi,  those  very  Saraqens,  whose  heathenish  worriiv 
he  had  conceived  a  crime  dislionourable  to  the  laadB 
which  high  miracles  had  been  wrought,  and  when 
the  daystar  of  redemption  had  arisen. 

The  act  of  devotion,  however,  though  rendend  io 
such  strange  society,  burst  pun.-ly  from  hia  natmal 
fe<>lings  of  religious  duty,  ana  had  its  usual  cflect  la 
i*omposin;;  the  .spirits,  which  had  been  long  haraned 
by  so  nipid  a  8U(!cei«sion  of  calamities.  The  sinoos 
and  earnest  approach  of  tlio  Christian  to  the  throne 
of  the  Almicrhty,  teaches  the  best  lesson  of  patieoos 
under  atfliction :  since  wherefore  should  we  mock  the 
Deity  wiih  supplications,  when  we  insult  him  bymv- 
Inuring  under  his  decrees?  or  how,  while  our  pny« 
have  in  every  wonl  admitted  the  vanity  and  nothmg* 
ness  of  the  things  of  time  m  comparison  to  those  of 
eternity,  should  we  hope  to  deceive  the  Searcher  of 
Hearts,  by  permitting  (he  world  and  worldly  pasnont 
to  reassume  the  reins  even  immediately  after  a  solcmB 
address  to  Heaven '}  But  Sir  Kenneth  was  not  of 
(hem.  He  felt  himself  comforted  and  strengthened, 
and  better  pn-pared  to  execute  or  submit  to  whatever 
his  destiny  might  call  upon  him  to  do  or  lo  sufibf.   . 

Mean  while,  the  party  of  Saracens  regain^  their 
saddles  and  continuud  their  route,  and  the  tale-teUer, 
Hassan,  resumed  the  thread  of  his  narrative;  bat  it 
was  no  longer  to  the  same  attentive  audience.  A 
horseman,  who  had  asi-oiided  some  high  ground  oo 
the  right  hand  of  the  httle  column,  had  returned  on 
a  speed  V  gallop  to  El  Hakim,  and  comniunicnied  viti 
him.  F^oiir  or  five  more  cavaliers  had  then  been  den 
patched,  and  the  little  band,  which  might  consist  of 
about  twenty  or  thirty  persons,  began  tu  follow  thefli 
with  their  eyes,  as  iiu>n  from  whose  gestures,  iihI 
advance  or  rt>treat,  they  were  to  augur  good  or  eriL 
Hassan,  finding  hi-t  audience  inattenMve,  or  being 
himself  attracted  by  the  dubious  appearances  on  ths 
flank,  stinted  in  his  aongi  ^ud  the  murch  Y"'^ 


CkAT.XZILI 


TBE  TAUSUAN. 


■knt,  mrm  when  m  camel-driver  called  out  to  hn 

Bitient  charge,  or  some  anxious  follower  of  the 
akim  comraunicated  with  his  next  noghbour  in  a 
burned  and  low  whisper. 

This  suspense  continued  until  they  had  rounded  a 
ndfce,  composed  of  hillocks  of  sand,  which  concealed 
from  their  main  body  the  object  that  had  created  this 
ftUnn  among  their  scouts.  Sir  Kenneth  could  now 
see.  jkt  the  dwiance  of  a  mile  or  more,  a  dark  object 
moving  rapidly  on  the  bosom  of  the  desert,  which  his 
experienoucl  eye  recognised  for  a  party  of  cavalry, 
much  superior  to  their  own  in  numbers,  and,  from 
the  thick  and  frequent  flashes  which  flung  back  the 
lovel  beams  of  the  rising  sun,  it  was  plain  that  these 
were  Europeans  in  their  complete  panoply. 

The  anxious  looks  which  the  horsemen  of  El 
Hakim  now  cast  upon  their  leader,  seemed  to  in- 
dicate deep  apprehension;  while  he^  with  graTiiy 
as  undisturbed  as  when  he  called  his  followers  to 
pravcr,  detached  two  of  his  best-mounted  cavaliers, 
with  instructions  to  spproach  as  closely  as  prudence 
permitted  to  these  travellers  of  the  desert,  and  ob- 
s  more  minutely  their  numbers,  their  cnaracter, 


and,  if  possible,  their  purpose.  The  approach  oi 
danger,  or  what  was  feared  as  such,  wss  like  a  stimu- 
lating draught  to  one  m  apathy,  and  recalled  Sir 
Kenneth  to  himself  and  his  situation. 

**  What  fear  you  from  these  Christian  horsemen,  for 
aach  they  seem  T  he  said  to  the  Hakim. 

"Fear!"  said  £1  Hakim,  repeating  the  word  dis- 
dainfully—*'The  sage  fears  nothing  but  Heaven- 
ant  ever  expects  from  wicked  men  the  worst  which 
Ihffr  cat.  do." 

.  '^Tliey  are  Christians,"  said  Sir  Kenneth,  "and 
k  is  the  time  of  true*— why  should  you  fear  a  breach 
offaiihr 

'*They  are  the  priestly  soldiers  of  ther  Temple," 
snswered  El  Hakim,  "whose  vow  limits  them  to 
know  neither  truth  nor  faith  with  the  wiirshippers 
of  Islam.  May  the  pniphct  blight  ihem,  both  niot, 
branch,  and  twig!— Their  peace  is  wsr,  and  their 
bitb  is  folschood.  Other  invaders  of  PsUwtino  have 
dirir  times  and  moods  of  courtesy.  Thehon  Richard 
»ill  Sparc  when  he  has  conquered— The  ejigle  Philip 
irill  close  his  wing  when  he  has  stricken  a  prey— even 
he  Austrian  bear  will  sleep  when  he  is  gorged  i  but 
hia  horde  of  ever-hungry  wolves  know  neither  psuse 
wr  aatioty  in  their  rspine.— Seesi  thou  not  that  they 
ire  detaching  a  party  from  their  main  body,  and  that 
hey  take  an  eastern  direction '?  Yon  arc  their  pages 
ino  squires,  whom  they  train  up  in  their  accursed 
nyvteries,  and  whom,  as  lighter  mounteil,  they  send 

0  cut  us  off  from  our  watering-place.  Hut  they  will 
le  disapiioinied :  /  know  the  war  of  the  desert  yet 
letter  innn  thev." 

He  spoke  a  few  words  to  his  principal  officer,  and 
lis  whole  demeanour  and  oMuntennnre  was  at  once 
;hanged  from  the  solemn  n^pose  of  an  Eastern  sage, 
iccusiomod  more  to  contemplation  than  tn  action, 
fitu  the  prompt  and  proud  ex|iression  of  a  gallant  sol- 
r.er,  whoMj  enennes  are  rouMxl  by  the  near  approach 
if  a  dangiT,  which  he  at  once  foresees  and  despisi's. 

Tn  Sir  Kenneth's  eyes  the  apnroaching  crisis  had 

1  diflerent  aspect,  and  when  Adonbec  said  to  him, 
*Thou  must  tarry  close  by  my  side,"  he  answerai 
lolemnly  in  the  net^tive. 

"  Voiuk-r."  he  said,  "are  my  comrades  in  arms— 
rhe  men  in  whose  society  I  Have  vowed  to  flgiit  or 
r«U— <»n  their  bannrr  glcama  I  lie  sign  of  our  most 
»leasijd  redeinptinn— I  csnnot  fly  from  the  Cross  in 
Dompany  with  the  Crescent" 

"Fool  t"  said  the  Hakim ;  '*  their  first  action  would 
be  to  do  ihL-e  to  deatli,  were  it  only  to  conceal  their 
t»rpat>h  of  the  truce." 

**Of  that  I  must  take  my  chance,"  replied  Sir  Ken- 
Beth  ;  **  hut  I  wear  not  the  bunds  of  the  infidels  an 
inf>iant  lonftcr  than  I  can  cast  them  from  me." 

"Then  will  I  compel  thee  toDullow  me,"  said  El 
Hakiiii. 

"  Compel !"  answered  Sir  Kenneth,  angrily.  "  Wert 
tliou  not  my  U  nefutrtor,  or  one  who  has  showed  will 
lobe  surb,  and  were  it  not  that  it  is  to  thvcontifience 
I  Awe  the  fre<^om  of  these  hands,  which  tnou  mightst 
have  luadul  with  fetters,  I  wouki  shuw  thee  that, 


eompulaon  wooM  be  no  euf 


nnaimed  as  I 
task." 

"  Enough,  enough,"  replied  the  Arabian  phjrsician, 
"  we  lose  time  even  when  it  is  becoming  precious. 

So  saying,  he  threw  his  srm  aloft,  and  uttered  a 
loud  and  shrill  cry,  ss  a  signal  to  those  of  his  retinue, 
who  instantly  dispersed  themselves  on  the  face  of  the 
desert,  in  as  many  diflerent  directions  as  a  chaplet  of 
beads  when  the  string  is  broken.  Sir  Kenneth  had 
no  time  to  note  what  ensued ;  for,  at  the  same  instant, 
the  Hakim  seized  the  rein  of  his  steed,  and  putting 
his  own  to  its  mettle,  both  sprung  forth  at  once  with 
the  suddenness  of  light,  and  at  a  pitch  of  velocity 
which  almost  deprived  the  Scottish  knight  of  th« 
power  of  respiration,  and  left  him  absolutelv  incapa- 
ble, had  he  been  desirous,  to  have  checked  the  career 
of  his  guide.  Practised  as  Sir  Kenneth  was  in  horse- 
manship from  his  eariiest  youth,  the  speediest  horse 
he  had  ever  mounted  was  a  tortoise  in  comparison  to 
those  of  the  Arabian  sage.  They  spurned  the  sand 
from  behind  them- they  seemed  to  devour  the  desert 
before  them— miles  flew  away  with  minutes,  snd  yet 
their  strength  seemed  unabated,  and  tlieir  respiration 
as  free  as  when  they  first  started  upon  the  wonderful 
race.  The  motion,  too,  as  easy  as  it  was  swift,  seemed 
more  like  flying  through  the  air  than  riding  on  the 
earth,  and  was  attended  with  no  unpleasant  sensation, 
save  the  awe  naturally  felt  by  one  who  is  moving  at 
such  astonishing  siM*ed,  and  the  difficulty  of  breathing 
occasioned  by  their  passing  through  the  air  so  rapidly. 

It  was  not  until  after  an  hovr  of  this  porienloua 
motion,  and  when  all  human  pursuit  was  far,  far  be- 
hind, that  ihe  Hskim  at  leosth  rtflaxed  hia  speed, 
and,  slackening  the  pace  of  the  horses  into  a  hand 
gallop,  began,  in  a  voice  as  composed  and  even  as  if 
ae  haa  been  walking  for  the  last  hour,  a  descant  upoa 
the  excellence  of  his  coursers  lo  the  Scot,  who,  breath- 
less, half  blind,  half  deaf,  and  altogether  giddy,  from 
the  rapidity  of  thia  singular  ride,  hardly  compre- 
hended the  words  which  flowed  so  frtx'ly  from  hia 
companion.  ..,,... 

•*These  horses,"  he  said,  "are  of  the  breed  called 
the  Winged,  equol  in  speed  to  aught  excepting  tho 
Borak  of  the  prophet.  They  are  led  on  the  golden 
barley  of  Yemen,  mixetl  with  ipices,  and  with  a 
small  |>ortion  of  dried  6hue|)*s  flesh.  Kings  have 
given  provinces  to  possess  them,  and  their  ago  la 
active  as  their  youth.  Thou,  Naxarene,  art  the  first, 
save  a  true  believer,  that  ever  had  beneath  his  loina 
one  of  this  noble  race,  a  gift  of  the  prophet  himaclf 
to  the  blessed  Ali,  his  kinsman  snd  lieutenant,  well 
called  tho  Lion  of  GiH\,  Time  lays  his  touch  so 
lightly  on  these  gemTotis  sict-ds,  that  the  mare  on 
which  thou  now  sittest  has  seen  five  times  five  years 
pass  over  her,  yet  retains  her  pristine  speed  and 
vigour,  only  that  in  the  career  the  support  of  a  bridle, 
managed  by  a  hand  more  expericnod  than  thine, 
haih  now  become  neccssar\-.  May  the  prophet  be 
blessed,  who  haih  lK*stowe<]  on  the  true  bclievera 
the  means  of  advance  and  retreat,  which  cnuseth 
their  irf>n-clothed  enemies  to  ho  worn  out  with  their 
own_pondrrous  weight  1  How  the  horses  of  yonder 
dog  Templars  must  have  snorted  and  blown,  when 
they  had  toiled  fotlof-k-deep  in  the  deflcrt  for  one- 
twentieth  port  of  the  space  which  these  brave  steeds 
have  left  behind  them,  without  one  thick  pant,  or 
a  drop  of  moist iiTv>  upon  their  sleek  and  velvet  coats  r 

The  Scottish  knight,  who  hnd  now  begun  to  re- 
cover his  breath  niid  powers  of  attention,  could  not 
help  acknowledging  in  his  heart  the  advantage  pos- 
fiesscd  by  these  F'astem  warriors  in  a  race  of  ani- 
mals, alike  proper  for  advance  or  retreat,  and  so 
admirably  adapted  to  the  level  and  sandy  deserts 
of  Arabia  and  Syria.  Rut  he  did  not  cluNjae  to  aug- 
ment the  pride  of  the  Moslem  by  acquiescing  in  bis 
proud  claim  of  superiority,  find  therefore  siinen-d  tho 
conversation  to  drop,  ami,  liwkinganjund  him,  could 
now,  at  ihc  more  modernte  poce  at  which  ihcy  moved 
distinguish  that  he  was  in  a  country  not  unknown  to 
him. 

The  blightwl  borders  and  sullen  waters  of  the  Dead 
Sen,  the  raggiti  and  precipitous  chain  of  monntaioa 
ariamg  on  the  left,  the  iwo  or  three  palms  climttTed 
together,  forming  the  single  green  speck  on  the  bosom 
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of  the  wasfe  wildemeBf,— objects  which,  once  wen, 
were  scon-cly  to  bo  forRiilteii,— nhowiti  to  Sir  Ken- 
neth thnt  thev  were  approadiing  the  founlnin  callvd 
the  Diflinond  of  the  Dfsert,  which  hnd  heen  the 
Keno  uf  his  intervifw  on  a  former  occnsioii  with  tlie 
Sanieen  Kiiiir  Sh6t:rk'>hf,  or  Ilderini.  In  a  few  min- 
utes, tliey;  ehtrkitl  tlieir  horaes  bveidc  the  apring,  and 
the  Hakim  invited  Sir  Kenneth  to  descend  frum 
Korseback,  and  rerfone  himself  as  in  a  place  o(  aafety. 
They  unbridlfd  their  steeds,  Kl  Hakim  observinK 
that  farther  care  of  iht>ni  way  unne<*i'iwary,  since  tlit^y 
would  bf*  si>eedily  joined  by  some  of  the  beat-ruountca 
amon;?  his  slaves,  who  would  do  what  farther  was 
Dee<lfnl. 

"Mean  time,"  ho  raid,  spreadins  some  food  on  the 
grass,  "eat  and  drink,  and  be  not  discouragL-d.  For- 
tune may  raise  up  or  abuse  the  ordinary^  mortal,  but 
the  sage  and  the  soldier  should  have  minds  beyond 
her  control." 

Tlie  Scottish  knisht  endeavoured  to  testify  his 
thanks  by  showing  himself  docile;  hut  though  he 
■trove  to  cat  out  of  complaisance,  the  sinKular  contrast 
between  his  present  situation,  and  that  which  he  had 
occupied  on  the  same  spot,  when  the  envoy  of  princes, 
and  the  victor  in  comhai.  came  like  a  cloud  over  his 
mind,  and  fastinc,  lassitude,  and  faii;?ue  oppressed  his 
bodily  powers.  El  Hakim  examined  his  hurried  pulse, 
his  red  and  inflamed  eye,  his  heated  han<l,  and  his 
shortened  ri'spiration. 

"The  mind,"  he  said,  "prows  wise  by  watching, 
but  her  sister  the  body,  of  coarser  mnterials.  needs  the 
support  of  repose.  Thou  must  sleep;  and  that  thou 
mayest  do  so  to  refreshment,  thou  must  take  a  drauglil 
mingk-d  with  this  elixir." 

He  drew  from  his  bosom  a  small  crystal  vial,  cased 
in  silver  filigree-work,  and  dropped  into  a  little  gold- 
en drinking-cup  a  small  portion  of  a  dark-coloured 
fluid. 

"This,"  he  said,  "is  one  of  those  productions  which 
Allah  hath  sent  on  earth  for  a  blessing,  though 
man's  weakness  and  wickedness  have  sometimes 
converted  it  into  a  curse.  It  is  powerful  as  the  wine- 
cup  of  the  Nazarene  to  drop  the  curtain  on  the 
sleepless  eye,  and  to  relieve  the  burden  of  the  over- 
loaded bosom;  but  when  applii'd  to  the  purposes 
of  indulgence  and  debauchery,  it  rends  the  nerves, 
destroys  the  strength,  weakens  the  inlellcci^  and 
undermines  life.  Hut  fear  not  thou  to  use  its  virtues 
in  the  time  of  need,  for  the  wise  man  warms  him  by 
the  same  firebrand  with  which  the  madman  burnetn 
the  tent."» 

"I  have  seen  too  much  of  thy  skill,  sage  Hakim," 
said  Sir  Kenneth,  "  to  debate  thine  best ;  and  swal- 
lowed the  narcotic,  min^Ied  as  it  was  with  some 
water  from  the  spring,  then  wrapped  him  in  the  haick, 
or  Arab  cloak,  which  had  been  fastened  to  his  stiddle- 
ppmnicl,  and,  according  to  the  directions  Of  the  phy- 
sician, stretched  himself  at  ease  in  the  shade  to  await 
the  promised  repose.  Sleep  came  not  at  first,  but  in 
her  stead  a  train  of  pleasing  yet  not  rousing  or 
awakenini^  sensations.  A  state  ensued,  in  which, 
still  consck>us  of  his  owq  identity  and  his  own  con- 
dition, the  knight  felt  enahled  to  consider  them  not 
only  without  alarm  and  sorrow,  but  as  composedly  aa 
he  might  have  viewed  the  story  of  his  misfortunes 
■cted  upon  a  stage,  or  rather  as  disembodied  ^irit 
/night  regard  the  transactions  of  iu  past  existence. 
From  this  state  of  repose,  amounting  almost  to  apa- 
thy respecting  the  pa^<t^  his  thoughts  were  carried  for- 
ward to  the  tuture,  which,  in  sfiite  of  all  that  existed 
to  overcloud  the  prospect,  glittered  with  such  hues,  as 
under  much  happier  au^ces  his  unstimulated  ima- 
gination had  not  beeu  able  to  proiluce,  even  in  its 
most  exalted  state.  Liberty,  fame,  successful  loye, 
■ppeared  to  be  the  ctTtam,  and  not  verydiKtant  pn)e- 
pect,  of  the  enslaved  exile,  the  dishonoured  knight, 
rtven  of  the  despairing  lover,  who  had  placed  his 
hopes  of  happiness  so  far  beyond  the  prospect  of 
chance,  in  her  wildest  possihihlies,  serving  to  coun- 
tenance his  wishes,  (vradually  as  the  intellectual 
sight  became  overclouded,  these  gay  visions  bt'came 
uDscuro,  like  the  dying  hues  of  sunset,  until  they 

•  Soow  projiaratMNi  of  opium  Menu  m  bt  ioUmoted. 


were  at  last  lost  in  total  cMivion;  ind  Sir  L_ 
lay  extended  at  the  feet  of  El  Hakinn  to  all  4. . 
ance,  but  for  his  deep  respiration,  as  inanunsie  • 
corjise,  as  if  lite  had  actually  departed. 

CHAPTER  XXIIL 

Mi^  ihnw  wild  mnm  Rnrhsntimnt  wares  bar  kaa^ 
T»  riiaim  llw  (Wc*  of  tint  inyttiefkMU  land  ; 
TiU  tlH*  btiwitdisrinf  M«ni*«  ■round  im  term 
Hw  vain  utoducbooa  uf  a  faveruh  dreua. 

Whex  the  Knight  of  the  Leopard  awoke  hum  ha 
long  and  profound  repose,  be  Kjund  himself  in  cir* 
cumstances  ao  dil^rent  trom  thoac  iri  which  he  had 
lain  down  to  slerp,  that  he  doubled  wJiether  ha  wat 
not  still  dreaming,  or  whether  the  scene  had  not  ban 
changed  by  magic.  Instead  of  the  damp  grass,  he 
lay  on  a  couch  of  more  than  Orieoinl  luxury,  and 
some  kind  hand  had,  during  his  repose,  stiippea  hia 
of  the  cassock  of  chamois  which  he  wore  under  hii 
armour,  and  subsiituttd  a  night  dress  of  tlie  final 
lincn,and  a  k>ose  gown  of  silk.    He  had  been  cans- 

Cied  only  by  the  palm-trees  of  the  desert,  but  now  ki 
IV  beneath  a  silken  pavilion,  which  blared  with  lit 
richest  colours  of  the  Chinese  loom,  while  a  sUrIiI 
curtain  of  gauze,  displayed  around  his  couch,.  «M 
calculated  to  protect  his  repose  from  the  insects,  is 
which  he  had,  ever  since  his  arrival  in  these  climaw. 
been  a  constant  and  passive  prey.  He  looked  a rosnd, 
as  if  to  convince  himself  that  he  was  actually  aw«k% 
and  all  that  fell  beneath  his  eye  partook  of  the  iphn> 
dour  of  his  dormiu>ry.  A  portable  bath  of  eedii; 
Hnod  with  silver,  wsh  ready  for  use,  and  steamed  with 
the  odours  which  had  been  used  iu  preparing  iL  On 
a  small  stand  of  ebony  beside  the  couch,  stood  s 
silver  vase,  containing  sherbet  of  ihs  most  exqoisits 
quality,  cold  as  snow,  and  which  the  thirst  thatfol* 
lowed  the  use  of  the  strong  narcotic  rendered  pec» 
liarly  delicious.  Still  farther  to  dispel  the  dregs  of  i» 
toxica tion  which  ii  had  left  behind,  the  knight 
resolved  to  use  the  bath,  and  experienced  in  doing  as 
a  delightful  refreshment.  Having  dried  himself  wiih 
napkins  of  the  Indian  wool,  he  would  wilhnghr  bait 
resumed  his  own  coarse  ganiients,  that  he  might  gi 
forth  lo  see  whether  the  world  was  as  much  changrd 
without  as  within  the  place  of  his  repose.  ThdR^ 
however,  were  nowhere  to  he  seen,  hnt  in  their  plios 
he  found  a  Sara(vn  dress  of  rich  materials,  with  sibn 
and  poniard,  and  all  befitting  an  emir  of  distinclioB. 
He  was  able  to  suggest  no  motive  lo  himself  lor  tka 
exuberance  of  care,  excepting  a  suspicion  that  thcH 
attentiona  were  intended  to  snake  him  in  his  rvligioM 
profession ;  as  indeed  it  was  well  known  that  tbi 
high  esteem  of  the  European  knowledge  and  coonn 
made  the  Soldan  unbounded  in  his  gifts  to  those,  wbo^ 
having  become  liis  prisoners,  had  been  indocedio 
take  the  turban.  Sir  Kenneth,  thert'fore,  croMOR 
himself  devoutly,  resolved  to  set  all  such  snam  al 
defiance ;  and  that  he  might  do  so  the  more  finalf. 
conscientiously  detcrmim'U  to  avail  himself  aa  omh 
derately  as  |)ossible  of  the  attentions  and  luxuriei 
thus  liberally  heaped  upon  him.  Still,  however,  he 
felt  his  head  oppressed  and  sleepy,  and  awan.  loiK 
that  his  undress  was  not  fit  for  appearing  abroad,  he 
reclined  unon  the  couch,  and  was  again  locked  in  tbi 
arms  of  slumber. 

But  this  time  his  rest  was  not  unbroken;  for  hi 
was  awakened  by  the  voice  of  the  physician  al  iha 
door  of  the  tent,  inquiring  after  bis  healtfau  and  whe- 
ther he  had  rested  sufficiently.—"  May  1  enter  fOoi 
tent?"  he  concluded,  "for  the  curtain  ia drawn befoie 
the  entrance." 

"  The  master,"  replied  Sir  Kenneth,  determined  to 
show  that  he  was  not  surprised  into  forgoiiukwaa  « 
his  own  condition,  "  need  demand  no  permisiuo  n 
enter  the  tent  of  the  slave." 

"  But  if  I  come  not  as  a  masterl"  said  El  Hakifl^ 
still  without  entering. 

"The  phy'sician^"  answered  the  knight,  **haihftea 
access  to  the  liedside  of  his  patient." 

"Neither  come  I  now  as  a  physician,^  levied B 
Hakim ;  "  and  therefore  I  still  requcMt  pennisaKiB,  «• 
I  come  under  the  covering  of  thy  teut." 
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THE  TAUSMAN. 


"  Whoever  comes  m  n  friend,"  Paid  Sir  Kenneth, 
"and  Kuch  thou  haai  hiihtrto  Hhown  thym-'lf  ttinie, 
tbe  habitaiion  of  the  friend  is  ever  open  to  hiin." 

"  Vet  oni*i'  a^iii,"  Baid  the  Ka«tiern  aa^o,  nfttT  the 
neriphrastical  innnnerof  \w  cuuntrymcn,"  "auppOi*- 
ins  that  1  cx>n)e  not  as  a  frieiid  .'*' 

Coine  aa  thou  wilt,"  aaid  the  Scottish  knifiht, 
■omei^'hat  ininaiient  of  ihiH  circuni locution,—  be 
wliat  thou  wilt— thou  knowest  well  it  ia  neither  in 
Div  ytovfVT  nor  my  inclination  to  refuse  thee^ntranca" 
^*  I  come,  then,"  said  Kl  Hnkini,  "  aa  your  ancient 
foe :  but  a  fair  and  a  generoiiH  oiu*." 

He  entered  ae>  he  rooke ;  and  when  he  atood  before 
the  bedside  of  Sir  Kenneth,  the  voice  continued  to 
be  that  of  Adonbec  the  Arabian  physician,  but  the 
form,  drees,  and  features,  were  thi^e  of  Ilneriin  of 
Kurdistan,  called  Shetrkoitf.  iSir  Kenneth  ^ared 
upon  him,  aa  if  he  expected  the  vit«ion  to  depart,  like 
■omething  cnated  by  bia  imagination. 

"Doth  It  HO  surprise  thee,"  sai<l  lldcrim,  "and  thou 
•n  apfiroved  warrior,  to  see  that  a  soldier  knows 
somewhat  of  the  art  of  heulin;;?— I  say  to  ihee,  Na- 
nnnc,  that  an  Bccomplif«lifd  cavalier  should  know 
bow  to  dress  his  steed  as  wYll  as  how  to  ride  him  ; 
how  to  forffe  his  sword  upon  the  stithy,  as  well  as 
bow  to  U8i>  It  in  battle;  how  to  burnish  nis  arms,  as 
well  as  how  to  wear  them  ;  and,  above  all,  how  to 
cure  wounds  as  well  as  how  to  inflict  them." 

As  he  s|)oke,  the  Christian  knight  repeatedly  shut 
his  eyes,  and  while  they  remaim'd  clontul,  the  idea  of 
the  Hakim,  with  bir  long  Howin;;  dark  rol)es,  hif^h 
Tartar  cap,  and  grave  geiitun^s,  was  pres«nt  to  Ins 
imafnnaiHin;  but  so  soon  as  he  o|)eneil  them,  the 
graceful  and  rieiily-{;emmed  tuKtan,  the  liftht  hauberk 
of  steel  rinus  en  twisted  with  silver,  which  glanced 
brilliantly  as  it  obeyed  every  inflection  of  the  b<xly, 
ihe  features  freed  m)ni  thtlr  formal  expression,  less 
swarthy,  and  no  longer  phadowi-d  by  the  mass  of 
hiir  (now  limited  to  a  well- trimmed  beard),  announced 
the  soldier  end  not  the  sage. 

"Art  thou  still  so  much  surpriped,"  said  the  Emir, 
"and  bast  thou  walked  in  the  woHd  with  such  little 
observance,  as  to  wondtr  that  men  are  not  always 
what  ihev  seem  ?— Thou  thyself— ait  thou  what  thou 
•Hines<t  7" 

"No,  by  Saint  Andrew!"  exclaimed  the  knight; 
*for,  to  the  whole  Christian  camp  1  Kef*m  a  iraiif>r, 
tixi  I  know  myself  to  l)e  a  tnie,  though  an  erring 
lata." 

**Kvrn  .«o  I  judged  the*-."  said  iMerim,  "and  as 
wf  had  eaten  salt  together.  I  deciiiid  my.***  If  b«juiid  to 
teacue  tbLi*  from  dejth  and  coniiimely.— Hut  uhere- 
|bre  lie  you  still  on  your  couch,  since  the  sun  i^  high 
in  the  heavens 7  or  are  the  vestments  which  my 
tumiitir-camils  have  affordLd  unworthy  of  your 
Wmring?" 

^  "Nui  unworthy,  surely,  but  unfitting  for  it,"  replied 
"thi-  >»eut ;  "give  me  the  dross  of  a  slave,  noble  II- 
dffirii,  and  I  will  don  it  with  ple.isure;  but  1  cannot 
inpok  to  wear  the  habit  of  the  free  Kaslem  warrior, 
with  the  tiirlian  of  the  Mosh  m." 

"  Nuzcrene,"  answennl  the  Kiiiir,  "  thy  nation  so 
aaRJy  tnitrtain  suspicion,  that  it  may  well  n  iider 
thrni«(-|v«.'S  siisiH^ted.  Have  I  not  tohl  thee  that 
Sal.idtn  de^iiris  no  ''unveris  saviiiR  those  whom  the 
holy  priiphi't  shall  diK(>t>^>  to  fuhniit  tlu-mselv'S  to  his 
law  ]  \;<»|rm'e  and  bnbery  an*  alike  alini  to  his  plan 
farexii-ruiiiiif  the  true  faith.  Hearken  to  me,  my  bro- 
thiT.  \V)i(.n  the  Mind  man  wiih  niiraculoiii^ly  restoretl 
t*»K!.'ht.  the  scales  droppc<l  fnini  bia  eves  at  the  Di- 
Vim-  pleasure -think'st  thou  that  any  earthly  lt;ech 
**ouM  have  reiiio\fd  them  ?  !\o.  Such  iiu'diciiifr 
i^i^'tit  have  tormented  the  patient  with  lii.t  ioMtru- 
liiintu,  or  perhaps  soothed  him  with  Ium  bnl»ams  and  j 
l^rdials.  but  dark  as  he  was  must  thednrkiimt  man 
nivi-  niiiHined ;  and  it  is  evm  so  with  the  blindm-ss  ' 
^  the  understanding.  If  tlifn*  be  those  among  the 
"rnnkH,  wh>),  fi»r  the  sake  of  worhily  liicn',  have  bh- 
fuiiKtl  the  turban  of  the  profiliet,  aiid  folloW(^l  the 
{a\»!«  of  I'«lam,  with  their  own  con><i«*nees  Iw  the 
^'(iiie.  Themsc  Ivcs  s^midH  out  the  bait— it  wax  not 
^"Uivj  to  them  by  the  S«jrdari.  And  when  I  hey  shall 
bi-n-afrt-r  be  sentenced,  as  hy{>ocr!ie.s  to  the  lowoMt 
Kuiiuj hell,  below  Cluristian  oiul  Jew,  niagiciaii aoU 


idolater,  and  condemned  to  eat  the  fruit  of  the  tree 
Vacoiin,  which  is  the  heads  of  demons— to  themsdvea^ 
not  to  the  Soldaii,  shall  their  guilt  and  their  punish- 
ment b<*  attributed.  Wherefoiv  wear,  without  doubt 
or  scrunl(»,  the  vesture  pn-pared  for  you,  since,  if  you 
procoe«l  to  ihceamplifSaladin,  your  own  native  dress 
will  expose  you  to  troublesome  observation,  and  per- 
haps to  insult." 

"I/" I  go  to  the  camp  of  Saladin7"  said  Sir  Ken- 
neth, rept^ating  the  words  of  the  Kmir;  "Alas !  am  I 
a  frtc  agent,  and  rather  must  I  nu/  go  wherever  your 
pleasure  carries  nii?  7" 

"  Thine  own  will  may  guide  thine  own  motions," 
said  the  Emir,  "as  freely  as  the  wind  which  moveih 
the  dust  of  the  dest  rt  in  what  direction  it  chboseth. 
The  noble  enemy  who  met,  and  well  nigh  mastered 
my  sword,  cannot  Ix-come  my  slave  like  him  who  has 
crouched  beneath  it.  If  wealth  and  power  would 
tempt  thee  to  join  our  pt.'ople,  I  could  ensure  thy  pos- 
s«'ssing  them ;  but  the  man  who  refused  the  favours 
of  the  Soldan,  when  the  axe  was  at  his  head,  will  not, 
I  fear,  now  accept  them,  when  I  tell  him  be  has  his 
free  choice." 

"(^ompleicyour  generosity,  noble  Emir,"  sakJ  Sir 
Kenneth,  "by  fm-bearing  to  show  me  a  mode  ofre- 

?uital,  which  consck:n<'e  forbids  me  to  comply  with, 
'ermit  me  rather  to  express,  as  bound  in  courtesy, 
my  gratitude  for  this  most  chivalrous  bounty,  this 
undewr>ed  generosity." 

"  Say  not  undeservetl,"  replied  the  Emir  Ilderim ; 
"was  It  not  through  thy  conversation,  and  thy  ac- 
count of  the  beauties  wnich  grace  the  court  of  the 
Melee  Kic,  that  I  venture<l  me  thither  in  disguise,  and 
thereby  procun-d  a  sight  the  most  blessed  that!  have 
e\'er  enjoywl— that  1  ever  shall  enjoy,  until  the  glories 
of  Paradise  beam  on  my  eyes?" 

"  I  understand  you  not,'  said  Sir  Kenneth,  colour- 
ing alternately,  and  turning  pale,  as  one  who  felt  that 
the  conversation  was  taking  a  tone  of  the  most  pain- 
ful delicacy. 

"Not  understand  me  I"  exclaimed  the  Emir.  "If 
the  sight  I  saw  in  the  tent  of  King  Richard  escaped 
thine  obser\'aiion,  I  will  account  it  duller  than  the 
edge  of  a  buflbon's  wooden  falchion.  True,  thou  wcrt 
under  sentence  of  dt>ath  at  the  time:  but,  in  my  case, 
had  my  head  been  dropping  from  the  tiunk,  the  last 
straine<l  glances  of  my  eyeballs  had  distinguished  with 
delitfht  such  a  vision  of  loveliness,  and  the  head 
woiild  have  rolled  itself  towards  the  incomparable 
huuris,  to  kiss  with  its  ijuiveriiig  lips  the  hem  of  their 
vt^tments.— YtHider  njyalty  of  England,  who  for  her 
superior  hiveliness  deserves  to  be  Uueen  of  the  uni- 
verse—what tenderness  in  her  blue  eye— what  lustre 
in  her  tn.-sses  of  dishevelled  gohl !— i{y  the  tomb  of 
the  pmphet,  I  scarct^  think  that  the  luniri  who  sbsll 
prcsint  to  me  the  diamond  cup  of  immortaUty,  will 
deserve  so  warm  a  caress  !" 

"Saracen,"  said  Sir  Kenneth,  sternly,  "thou 
speakest  of  the  wife  of  Richard  of  England,  of  whom 
men  think  not  ami  siN.>ak  not  as  a  woman  to  be  won, 
but  as  a  Queen  to  be  revered." 

"  I  cry  you  mi*rcy,"  said  the  Saracen.  "  I  had  for- 
gotten yoiir  suiH*rstitious  vcnerution  for  the  8<'X,  which 
you  consider  rather  to  be  wondered  at  and  worsnippcd, 
than  woiN-d  ami  possef^d.  I  warrant,  suice  tliou 
exacte«:t  such  piofoiind  re^pt'Ct  to  yonder  tender  piece 
of  frailtv,  whos4*  eviTy  motion,  sieo,  and  look,  be- 
s^tenks  Iierver)'  woman,  h-ss  than  a lumlutc  adoration 
must  not  bf>  yieldiii  to  her  of  the  dark  tnsses,  and 
ni>bly  stM>aking  eye.  She,  indeed,  I  will  aUow,  hath 
in  her  noble  (lort  and  majehtic mien  something  atones 
pure  and  firm— yet  even  she,  when  pressed  by  opoor- 
tiinity  and  a  forward  lo\er,  would,  1  warrant  tnei^ 
thank  him  in  her  heart,  rather  for  treating  her  as  a 
mortal  than  as  a  ginldess." 

"R<'S[)ect  the  kinswoman  of  Canir  de  Lion!"  sou 
Sir  K«  nneih,  in  a  tone  of  unreprensed  anger. 

"  lUsixrt  her!"  aimwercd  the  Emir,  in  scorn— "by 
the  Ciinba,  and  if  I  do,  it  shall  be  rather  as  the  bride 
of  Saladin." 

"The  infidel  Soldan  is  unworthy  to  salute  even  a 
spot  that  hasl»ej-n  pnnsi-d  by  the  foot  of  Edith  Plan- 
tagenet !"  exclaimed  the  Cbnsiian,  springing  from  bif 
couch. 
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"  Ha !  what  said  the  Giaour  ?"  exclaimi>d  the  Emir, 
laying  bin  hantl  on  his  poniard  hilt,  while  his  forehood 
fflowtd  \ikii  glancing  cripptr.  and  the  niiirirlt-H  of  his 
lips  and  chtfki*  wrou<;ht  till  eai-h  irurl  of  his  bi-nrd 
afcnicd  to  twi^t  and  ^i-rcw  itst-if,  as  if  alive  with  in- 
Btinotivc  wrath.  liiii  thi!  Si^ttish  kni^^ht,  who  hatl 
Htood  ihi*  hon-aiiKer  oi  Riciiard,  was  iiiiaupulled  ut 
the  liser-likif  hidcmI  of  the  chafwl  Saraoi-n. 

"VVhal  1  have  said,"  continut.'d  Sir  Kenneth,  with 
foldul  arms  and  daiintlesH  look,  '*1  would,  were  my 
hands  loone,  maintain  on  foot  or  horsei)aek  against 
nil  niort.iis;  and  would  hold  it  not  the  inost  memo- 
rable deed  of  my  life  to  Pumxjrt  it  with  my  good 
broadswonl  against  a  oeort*  ofiheae  piekles  and  ThnI* 
kinm"  Duinting  at  the  curved  sabre  and  amall  poniard 
of  the  Kmir. 

^  The  Saracen  recovered  his  compomire  as  the  Chris- 
tian spoke,  HO  far  as  to  withdraw  his  hand  from  iiis 
weafMtn,  as  if  the  motion  ha<l  bevn  without  meaning; 
but  still  continued  in  deep  ire. 

"Hy  the  swonl  of  the  prophet,"  he  said,  "which  is 
the  key  both  of  Heiiveii  and  Hell,  he  lit  lie  values  his 
own  life,  bmther,  who  u«<»>s  the  lanixnagc  thou  doat! 
Believe  me,  that  were  thine  hands  h^se,  as  thou 
term'st  it,  one  <iingle  tnie  believer  wuuld  find  them  so 
much  to  do,  that  thou  wouldst  soon  with  them  fet- 
tered again  in  manaeies  of  iron." 

"Sooner  would  I  wish  them  hewn  olF  by  the  shoul- 
der blades!"  n-plii^l  Sir  Kenneth. 

"  Well.  Thy  hands  are  Umnd  at  present,"  said  the 
Saraeen,  in  a  more  amicable  tone^  "  bound  by  thine 
own  gimtlc  sense  of  courtesy,  nor  havp  I  any  present 
purpose  of  setting  them  at  liberty.  We  have  provixl 
eacli  other's  strength  and  courage  ere  now,  and  we 
may  again  niei't  m  a  fair  field ;— and  shame  bi.<fali 
him  who  shall  be  the  first  to  part  from  his  foeman ! 
But  now  we  are  friends,  and  I  Ii»ok  for  aid  from  thee, 
rather  than  hard  terms  or  defiances." 

"  Wo  ar«j  friends,"  rept.»ated  the  knight;  and  there 
was  a  pause,  during  which  the  livry  Saracen  pacetl 
the  tent,  like  the  lion,  who,  after  vioh>nt  irritation,  is 
mid  to  take  that  method  of  cooling  the  disiempi-ni- 
ture  of  his  blcwd,  rre  h»'  stretches  himst.'lf  to  nrpose  in 
his  den.  The  eolder  European  remaineil  unalrenHJ  in 
posture  and  asiH'et ;  yet  he,  doubtless,  was  Also  en- 
gagi.-d  in  subduing  the  aii2r>'  feelings  whii^h  had  been 
ao  unexpectedly  awakened. 

"  [y.>t  us  reason  of  this  calmly,"  said  the  Saracen ; 
"I  am  a  ohysirian,  as  thou  khow'st,  and  it  is  writ- 
ten, that  lie  who  would  have  his  wound  cur>>d,  must 
not  shnnk  when  the  lec^h  prolns  and  tents  it.  Si.>i>s>t 
thou,  I  am  al>out  to  lay  my  (inuer  on  the  sfiro.  Thou 
ioyest  iliis  kinswomanof  the  M«IechRie— Unfold  tin; 
veil  that  shrouds  thy  thoughts— or  unfold  it  not  if 
thou  wilt,  for  min«  ey<"S  si-'O  through  i!s  coverings." 

"I  lared  her,"  answered  Sir  Kenneth,  after  a  pause, 
•*as  a  man  lovs  Heavin's  grace,  and  sued  for  her 
favour  like  a  siinuT  for  Heaven's  nar«It)n." 

"  And  vou  love  her  n<i  longer  V  said  the  Sarawn. 

•*.\las,''  answenni  Sir  Kenneth,  "I  am  no  longer 
worthy  to  love  her. —I  pray  thee  cease  this  discourse 
— thy  wonis  arc  poniards  to  me." 

"  Pardon  me  but  a  moment,"  continued  Ilderim. 
*'  When  thou,  a  p«)or  and  obscure  soUiier,  didst  so 
boldly  and  so  highly  tlx  thine  allfn:Uon,  tell  me,  hadst 
thou  goiid  hope  of  its  issue  ?" 

"  Lovo exists  not  without  hoiie,"  replied  the  knight ; 
"but  mine  was  as  nearly  allii.-<I  t^)  des|)nir,  as  that  of 
the  sailor  swimming  for  his  life,  who,  as  he  surmounts 
billow  aftiT  Itillow,  catches  by  intervals  p«»me  gleam 
of  the  distant  bLvwon,  which  shows  hini  there  is  land 
in  sight,  tlt'Migh  his  sinking  heart  and  wearitd  limbs 
aastirc  him  that  he  shall  never  n  ach  it." 

".And  now,"  said  Ilderim,  "these  ho»V8  arc  sunk— 
tliat  solitary  light  is  qiienelujtl  for  ever  ? ' 

'*Fiir  ijvor."  an.tweretl  Sir  Kenneth,  in  the  tone  of 
din  echo  from  the  l>o«(^rn  of  a  niinerl  wpulehre, 

"Mefhinks."  said  the  Sara<!irn.  "if  all  thou  laekcsl 
WCTfe  some  such  distant  metonrir  glimpse  of  happi- 
ness as  thou  hadst  formerly,  thy  lie:ii;on-light  might 
be  rekindled,  thy  hope  fished  up  from  the  cH-ean  in 
wbi<'h  it  lias  sunk,  and  tiiou  thys.'If,  good  kniifht,  re- 
stored to  till'  exercise  and  amusement  of  nourishing 
1)}]f  (antaatic  pasaiou  upon  a  diet  as  unsubstantial  as 


I  moonlight;  for,  if  thou  storid'st  to-morrow  fair  in  t^ 
.  putation  as  ever  fhou  wert,  she  whom  thou  lovesl  wiR 
not  be  less  the  dau&'hter  of  princes,  and  thedectad 
bride  of  Saiadin.'* 

"  I  would  it  so  stood,"  said  the  Scot,  **  and  if  I  did 

not" 

I     He  St  opt  short,  like  a  man  who  is  afraid  of  boait- 
'  ing,  under  circumstan'^s  which  did  not  permit  \m 
bcinupnt  to  the  tesL  The  Saracen  smiled  as  beeoih 
'  clud«^  the  sentence. 

I     "  Thou  wouldst  challenge  the  Soldan  to  singk  oonh 
'  bat  ?"  said  h". 

'  "Andifl  did."saidSirKenneth,  haughtily, -Sail- 
din's  woidd  neiiht-r  be  the  first  nor  the  bt^t  turbu 
that  I  haveeourlu^  iaiice  at." 

".•\y,  but  nirthink.^  the  Soldan  might  rpgard  it  u 
too  unitjual  a  mode  of  periling  the  chance  of  a  TQ)ii 
bride,  and  the  event  of  a  great  wur,"  said  the  Enur. 

"He  may  b.;  met  with  in  the  front  of  battle,"  f»\ 
the  kniirht,  his  cyi  .s  gleaming  with  the  ideas  which 
such  a  thought  inspiri-d. 

"He  has  been  ever  found  therpj"  said  Ildenn; 
"  nor  is  it  his  wont  to  turn  his  horse's  head  from  aor 
brave  encounter— ihit  it  was  not  of  the  Soldan  tbil 
1  meant  to  speak.  In  a  wonl,  if  it  will  conirnt  ihfs 
to  be  placi^i  in  such  n>puiation  as  may  be  attaiaed 
bv  detection  of  the  thief  who  stole  the  Kanna  of 
I%nsland,  I  can  put  thee  in  a  fair  way  of  achierit* 
this  task— Thai  is.  if  thou  wilt  be  governed;  foririlit 
!«ays  Lokman.  If  the  child  would  walk,  the  nm 
must  lead  him— if  the  ignorant  would  anderstiai 
the  wisi'  must  instruct." 

"And  thou  art  wi.^e, Ilderim," said  the  Scot. **wm 
though  a  Sarae«*n,  and  gi>nerou»  though  nn  infidel  I 
have  witnt>ssed  that  thou  ort  both.  Take,  then,  ibe 
guidance  of  tiiis  matter:  and  so  thon  ask  nothing  ot 
me  contrary-  to  my  loyidty  and  my  Christian  faiih,  I 
will  obey  tfiee  punctually.  Do  what  thon  hastsa4 
and  take  mv  life  when  it  is  accomplish! tl." 

"  Listen  tlmu  to  me,  then,"  said  the  Saracen.  **Tby 
noble  hound  is  now  recover  •!,  by  the  blessing  of  that 
divine  medicine  which  healeth  man  and  (jcasi,  lod 
by  his  siigaeiiy  shall  those  who  assailed  him  brdtf* 
covered." 

"Ha!"  sai'i  the  knight,— " methinks  I  compRhend 
the*— I  was  dull  not  to  think  of  thisT* 

"But  tell  me,"  added  the  Emir,  "  hast  thou  wBf 
followers  or  retain^f^rs  in  the  camp  by  whom  the  asi- 
mal  mav  he  known  ?*' 

"  I  disniissiHi,"  said  Sir  Kenneth,  "my  old  attend- 
ant, thy  patient,  wifh  a  varlet  that  waited  on  him,  it 
the  time  when  I  ex|>i'cted  to  suffer  death,  giving  faim 
letters  for  my  friends  in  Scotland— there  an;  none 
other  to  whoiii  the  do-.;  is  familiar.  But  then  myown 
fierson  is  well  known— my  very  speech  will  betrif 
me,  in  a  camp  where  I  have  played  no  mean  part  (at 
many  months." 

"  Isoth  he  and  iliou  shall  be  disguised,  so  af  to 
escape  even  elos»»  examination.— I  tell  thee,"  swi 
the  Saracen^  "  that  not  thv  bn»ther  in  armt-flot 
thy  brother  in  bl<Ki<l— shall  discover  thee,  if  thoa 
bo  guidi*d  by  mv  counsels.  Thou  hast  seen  me  (io 
matters  more  diificult— he  that  can  call  the  dying 
from  the  (hirkness  of  the  shadow  of  death,  can  eaair 
cast  a  mist  befon-  the  eyes  of  the  living.  But  mark 
me— there  is  still  rhecinKliiion  annexed  to  this  «t- 
vice,  that  thou  deliver  a  letter  of  Saiadin  lo  the  nieos 
of  the  Meh'ch  Ric,  whose  name  is  as  difTiciilt  to  our 
ICastern  tongue  and  Hps,  as  her  beauty  is  delightfiil  to 
our  eyes." 

Sir  Kenneth  paused  before  he  answered,  and  the 
Saracen  ohserviriff  his  hesitation,  demanded  of  him, 
"  if  he  fearc<l  to  undertake  this  message  7"  - 

"  .\oi  if  there  wen:  d-.Nith  in  the  execution."  «id 
Sir  Kenneth ;  "I  do  but  pause  to  consider  whether il 
consists  with  my  honour  to  bear  the  letter  of  the  Sw- 
dan,  or  with  that  of  the  Lady  Edith  to  receive  it  boa 
a  heathen  prince,"    . 

"By  the  head  of  Mohammed,  and  by  the  hoaom 
of  a  wddier— by  the  tniib  ai  Mecca  and  by  tlw 
soul  of  my  father,"  said  the  Emir,  "  I  swvnr  tJ 
thw  that  the  letter  is  written  in  all  honour  ami  .n** 
pect.  The  song  of  the  nightingale  will  sooner  UigJ* 
the  rose-bower  she  lovcs^  than  will  tho  words  of  tM 
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oMui  oflend  the  ears  of  the  lovely  kinswoman  of 
nsland." 

'"Then/*  Mid  the  knight,  "I  will  bear  the  Soldan's 
tter  faithfully,  nn  if  I  were  hi»  born  vnosal:— under- 
andii)a<  that  beyond  thin  simple  act  of  service, 
hich  r  will  render  with  fidelity,  from  me  of  alj  men 
e  can  least  expect  mtdiatiun  or  advice  in  this  his 
xangH  Idve^suiL" 

**  Salndin  is  nuble,"  answered  the  Emir,  "and  will 
31  spur  a  generous  horse  to  a  leap  which  he  cannot 
::hievi'.— <;ome  with  me  to  my  tent,"  he  added,  '*  and 
UMi  shalt  be  presently  equipped  with  a  disguise  as 
isvnrchnble  as  midnignt;  so  thou  may'st  walk  the 
uiip  of  the  Nazarunes  as  if  thou  hadst  on  thv  finger 
iftt  M^net  of  Giaougi."* 


CHAPTER  XXIV. 
A  fraia  of  dutt 
Elnilinc  our  cap,  will  dmIco  our  M'Iim  reject 
f'pritidiouHlr  tlie  dreucht  whirli  we  did  thimt  fur; 
A  luirrd  nail,  itlnoed  near  Uie  fhithftil  rnni|>aM. 
>'ill  ikHajr  it  from  tlie  truth,  and  wn>olc  Uie  argusj. 
Ettii  thiM  iimall  cauM  of  anrer  and  difgu^t 
Viil  bruak  the  bonds  of  amity  'monnl  princen. 
And  wreck  ttteir  noble«t  i>urpo«e«.-77u  Crtuadt. 

The  reader  can  now  have  little  doubt  who  the 
tfaiopiaii  slave  really  was,  with  what  purpose  he  had 
wght  Richard's  camp,  and  wherefore  and  with  what 
Dpe  he  now  stood  close  to  the  person  of  that  mo- 
irch,  as,  surrounded  by  his  valiant  peers  of  England 
id  Normandy.  Cirur  de  Lion  stood  on  the  summit 
r  Sfiint  George  s  Mount,  with  the  Honner  of  England 
IT  his  side,  borne  by  tlie  mo^  goodly  person  in  the 
miy,  being  his  own  natural  brother,  vVilliam  with 
le  Long  i^word.  Earl  of  Salisbury,  the  offspring  of 
[enry  the  Second's  amour  with  the  celebrated  Roaa- 
Biia  of  Woodstock. 

From  several  expressions  in  the  King's  conversa> 
Ml  with  Neville  on  the  preceding  day,  the  Nubian 
as  left  in  anxious  doubt  whether  his  disGniiae  had 
>t  been  penetrated,  especially  as  that  tJie  Kjng  seem- 
1  to  be  aware  in  what  maimer  the  agency  of  the 
jg  was  expect!^  to  discover  the  thief  who  stole  the 
inner,  although  the  circumsiuncc  of  sucii  an  ani- 
al's  nuvinp  been  woundtxl  on  the  occasion,  had 
sen  scarce  mentioned  in  Richard's  presence.  Ncv- 
thdc^s,  ns  the  King  continued  to  treat  him  in  no 
her  nnuner  than  his  exterior  required,  the  Nubian 
moiiied  uiireriain  whether  he  was  or  wns  not  dis- 
tvt^rd,  and  determined  not  to  throw  his  disguise 
ade  voluntarily. 

Mean  while,  the  nowrrs  of  the  various  Crusading 
inces,  arrayed  under  their  royal  and  princely  Icad- 
s,  swept  in  lone  order  around  the  base  of  the  little 
ound ;  and  as  those  of  each  diflurent  country  pass- 
I  by.  their  commanders  advancitl  a  step  or  two  up 
je  hilK  and  made  a  signal  of  courtesy  to  Richard  and 
c  ^»t^ndar(i  of  England,  *'in  sign  of  retrard  aiitl 
nity,*'  as  the  firotocol  of  the  ceremony  h(.-edfully 
iprfssed  it,  **  not  of  subjrction  or  vassalage."  The 
nniiial  dignitanes,  who  in  those  dnys  veiled  ntit 
icir  bonntrls  to  crealwl  bein:;,  IwHtowecl  on  the  King 
id  his  symbol  of  command  their  blcs.sing  instead  of 
indrring  obeisance. 

Thus  the  long  hies  marched  on,  and.  diminish^'d  as 
ipy  were  by  so  iritiny  causes,  appcHred  still  an  iron 
3st,  to  \»liorii  till'  conquest  uf  Pnl<'<tine  might  seiiu 
1  eii^y  Task.  The  soldicn',  ini'pired  by  tlw  con- 
rioiifiH'ssof  iinitrd  strength,  sni  em  t  in  their  ste«;l 
iddli!*,  wliili'  it  seemed  tiiat  ilie  tniMi{N.'ts  soundiil 
innr  cl)*tTfulIy  shrill,  and  th^>  steeds,  r<>freshed  by 
•si  and  proveinliT,  cliafed  on  iln"  bit,  and  trode  the 
nmnd  mure  proudly.  On  tiirv  pjisscd,  tnntp  niur 
ooT",  bmiHTs  wavuis,  sr>t  ars  Klnuriu:;,  pli'Uu  s  ilnn- 
ing.  wi  loiis  i»"r>|Kctivc— a  bust  i?<»nui(jsnl  of  dillir- 
ni  nati>>ns.  comntexinnA,  lanijunues,  nnns,  and  »u- 
raranrcs  but  nil  fired,  for  tlie  time,  with  the  holy 
St  romantic  i)urpo<:'  of  res(*uiusIhedist^l■sMe<ldaugh- 
■r  of  ZiiM)  from  her  thrnidoin,  and  redeeming  the 
acred  enrtli,  which  more  thau  tiiorral  had  trodden, 
mm  the  yoke  of  the  unbelie\ing  Pagan.  And  it 
lust  be  ownitl,  that  if,  in  other  circumstances,  the 
Ucdes  of  counesy  rendered  to  the  King  of  England  by 
*  HertMjw  tlM  nnw  with  Gyfe*. 


HO  many  warrmrs  from  whom  he  claimed  no  natural 
allegiance,  had  in  it  something  that  might  have  b«en 
thought  humiliating,  yet  the  nature  and  cause  of  the 
war  was  so  fitted  to  his  pre-eminently  chivalrous 
character,  and  renowned  feats  in  arms,  that  claims, 
which  might  elsewhere  have  been  urged,  were  there 
forgotten  ;  and  the  brave  did  willing  homage  to  the 
bravest,  in  an  expedition  where  the  most  undaunted 
and  energetic  courage  was  necessary  to  success. 

The  good  King  was  seated  on  horseback  about  half 
way  up  the  Mount,  a  morion  on  his  head,  surmounted 
by  a  crown,  which  left  his  manly  features  exposed  to 
public  view,  as  with  c(X)l  and  considerate  eye,  he  pe- 
rused each  TBnk  as  it  passed  him,  and  returned  the 
salutation  of  the  leaders.  His  tunic  was  of  sky- 
coloured  velvet,  covered  with  plates  of  silver,  and  his 
hose  of  crimson-silk,  slashed  with  cloth  of  gold.  By 
his  side  stood  the  seeming  Ethiopian  slave,  holding 
the  noble  dog  in  a  leash,  such  as  was  used  m  wood- 
craft. It  was  a  circumstance  which  attracted  no 
notice,  for  many  of  the  princes  of  the  Crusade  had 
introduced  block  slaves  into  their  household,  in  imita- 
tion of  the  barbarous  splendour  of  the  Saracens.  Over 
the  King's  head  streamed  the  large  folds  of  the  banner, 
and,  as  he  looked  to  it  from  time  to  time,  he  seemed 
to  regard  a  ceremony,  indifferent  to  himself  person- 
ally, as  important,  when  considered  as  atoning  an 
indignity  onerod  to  the  kingdom  which  he  mled.  In 
the  background,  and  on  the  very  summit  of  the  Mount, 
a  wooden  turret,  erected  for  the  occasion^  held  the 
Queen  Bcrengaria  and  the  principal  ladies  of  the 
court.  To  this  the  King  looked  from  time  to  time, 
and  then  ever  and  anon  his  eyes  were  turned  on  the 
Nubian  and  the  dog,  but  only  when  such  leaders 
approached,  as,  IVoni  circumstances  of  previous  ill- 
will  he  susbected  of  bein^  accessary  to  the  theft  of 
the  standard,  or  whom  he  judged  capable  of  a  crime  so 
mean. 

Thus,  he  did  not  look  in  that  direction  when  Philip 
Augustus  of  France  approached  at  the  head  of  his 
splendid  troops  of  Gallic  chivalry— nay,  he  anticipated 
the  motions  of  the  French  King,  by  descending  the 
Mount  as  the  latter  came  up  the  ascent,  so  that  they 
met  in  the  middle  space,  and  blended  their  STcetings 
so  gracefully,  that  it  appeared  they  met  in  Tratemal 
oiuality.  The  sight  of  the  two  greatest  princes  in 
Eurui>e,  in  rank  at  once  and  power,  thus  publicly 
avowing  their  concord,  called  forth  bursts  of  thunder- 
ing acclaim  fmm  the  Cnisadiiig  host  at  many  miles' 
distance,  and  made  the  roving  Arab  scouts  of  the  de- 
sert alarm  the  camp  of  Saladin  with  intelligence, 
that  the  army  of  the  Christians  was  in  motion.  Yet 
who  but  the  Kin^  of  kings  can  read  the  hearts  of 
monarchs  ?  Unuer  this  smooth  show  of  courtesy, 
Richard  nourished  displeasure  and  suspicion  against 
Philip,  and  Philip  meditated  withdrawing  himself  and 
his  host  from  the  anny  of  the  Cross,  and  leaving 
Richard  to  accomplish  or  fail  in  the  enterprise  with 
his  own  unassisted  forces. 

Richard's  demeanour  was  different  when  the  dark- 
armed  knights  and  squires  of  the  Temple  chivajry 
apprwicht<l— men  with  countenances  bronzed  to  Asia- 
tic blackness  by  the  suns  of  Pulistine,  and  the  admi- 
rable state  of  whose  horses  and  appointments  far 
surpafk^ed  even  that  of  the  choicest  troops  of  France 
and  England.  The  King  cast  a  hasty  glance  aside, 
but  the  Nubian  stood  quiet,  ond  his  trusty  dog  sat 
nt  his  fi^et,  watching,  with  a  sagacious  yet  pleased 
hiok,  tlu"  ranks  which  now  passed  before  them.  The 
Kinu'*.'*  lotik  mrniKi  again  on  the  chivalrous  Templars, 
as  ilie  (irand  Master,  availing  himsi'lf  of  his  mingled 
ehararti-r,  bestowed  his  benedictiou  on  Richard  as  a 
prirsr,  instead  of  doing  him  reverence  as  a  military 
leafier. 

"The  mifproud  and  amphibious  caitiff  puts  the 
monk  upon  me,"  said  Richard  to  the  Earl  of  Salis- 
bury. "  Rut,  Longsword.  we  will  let  it  pass.  A 
punctilio  must  not  lose  Christendom  the  services  of 
these  I'xix  riinced  lances,  because  their  victories  have 
rendered  them  overwecning.—Lo  yon,  here  comes  our 
valiant  adversary,  the  Duke  of  Austna-^mark  his 
manner  and  bearing,  Longsword— and  thou,  NubisB, 
let  tlie  hound  have  full  view  of  him.  By  Heaven,  hm 
I  brings  his  buflbons  along  with  him  P' 
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In  fiict,  whc'thiT from  bahit,or,  which  iRniorc likely,  '  thou  at  thr  luailof  the  fleet  Stredioti,  and  ihv black 
toiiitiin.'itc  nintt'inpt  of  thtTcn'inoninl  he  was  afM)ut  pliaddw  .'itrimlini;  thii*  a^  usual,  wheihtT  toe  hb 
totujiuply  \iiih,  FA-0|KtIti  was  ntlcnded  by  ins  itprw/i-  biiiiuM ur  iiui :  Siny  ni>t  one.D^k  thi-e  whether  tba 
»prerfur nui\  his  loii-r,  and.  »h  bo  advinci-d  lownrd^    rulf  «)t'  the  truoph  niuKiiis  with  the  stlindowor  the 

aidiTi  d  iiy  :in  irKlstllri-nl  iiinnniT,  thi)ugh  hi?  hfiivy  ;  (.'onradc  wan  coninirncing  his  reply  with  a  smilp, 
featurcH  cviMcrd  the  suileiini  ^^  mixed  with  i\w  fenr,  when  Rdswal.  the  nohlr  h^Mind,  uiterins  a  furioav 
with  which  a  truiint  i«(.-hi>«)]tN>y  may  he  scvn  to  ap- ;  and  snvn^'t  ycli.  simini:  turward.  Thr  .Nubian,  at  tbe 
prunch  ins  inasti  r.    Ah  tlic  nhictant  dignitary  made,  '  samo  linu-.  slip^Mil  i\u  iiasli.  and  the  hmintL  n»hins 


with  di»f'i)iiiixisi<d  and  sulkv  look,  the  ulM:i<«anr('  re- 
qumti,  tiw  yiHiirli-npnchrr t^hook  hiabatot)n,  andpro- 
ciaimud.  like  a  hcnild,  that,  in  what  he  was  now 
dointr,  till'  Archduke;  of  Austria  was  not  to  he  held 
doroj^aiin^  iVoin  the  rank  and  privdeKes  of  a  sove- 
reifcn  prince;  to  which  the  jester  answered  with  o 
aonoroiiM  amer,,  whi<:h  provoked  much  laughter 
ainon^  the  bystanders. 

Kiiif;  Richard  looked  more  than  once  at  the  Nubian 
and  hu4  do^;  but  the  fornier  moved  not,  nor  did  the 
latter  strain  at  the  leaab,  so  that  Richard  said  to  the 
alave  with  stune  s<-orn,  "Thy  8ure(*sH  in  this  enter- 
prise, my  Hidde  friend,  even  tnouj^h  thou  hast  brought 
thy  hound's  Ba;>;nc>ity  to  back  thine  own,  will  not,  I 
fear,  place  tiiir  hi,uh  in  the  rank  of  wizards,  or  much 
aiuanent  thy  merits  towanls  our  person." 

The  Nubian  answered,  as  usual,  only  by  a  lowly 
obeisance. 

Moan  lime  the  troo|>8of  tbe  Marnuis  of  Montserrat 
next  passed  in  order  before  the  Kinc  of  England. 
That  i)OWi;rful  and  wily  banm,  to  malce  the  greater 
display  of  his  forci*s,  had  divided  them  into  two 
bodies.  At  the  head  of  the  first,  consisting  of  his 
vassals  and  followers,  and  h'viitl  from  his  Svnan  pos- 
lessions,  came  his  brother  Enguerrand,  and  he  him- 
self followed,  leadinji  on  a  gallant  band  of  twelve 
hundred  StradiotiL  a  kind  of  light  cavalry  raised  by 
Uie  Venetians  in  their  Dalmatian  possessions,  and  uf 
which  they  had  intrusted  the  command  to  tbe  Mar- 
(luia,  with  whom  the  republic  had  many  bonds  of  con- 
nexion. These  Stradiots  were  clothed  in  a  fashion 
partly  European,  but  partaking  chiefly  of  the  Eastern 
fashion.  They  wore,  indeed,  short  hauberks,  but  had 
over  them  {>arti-eolourcd  tunics  of  rich  stufls,  with 
large  wide  luintaloons  and  halflxKits.  On  their 
heads  were  straight  upright  caps,  similar  to  those  of 
the  Greeks,  and  they  carriixl  small  round  targets, 
bows  and  arniws,  cimeicrs,  and  poniards.  They  were 
mounted  on  horses,  carefully' selectiti,  and  w;ell  main- 
tained at  the  expense  of  the  SiaXv  of  Venice  ;  their 
saddles  and  appointinents  rescmblnl  those  of  the 
Turks,  and  they  rode  in  the  same  manner,  with  short 
stirrups  and  iinon  a  high  seat.  These  trix>iis  were  of 
great  use  in  skirmiNhin;;  with  the  Arabs,  ihomfh  un- 
able to  eni;nge  in  close  combat,  like  the  in>n-sheathed 
men-at-arms  of  Wesrern  ari<l  Northern  Kurupe. 

Before  thi"  goiwlly  band  cameConrade,  in  the  same 
garb  with  iln;  Stradiots,  but  of  such  rich  stutTthat  he 
seemed  lo  hhi/.e  with  gold  and  silver,  and  the  milk- 
white  plume  fastened  in  his  cap  by  a  clasp  of  dia- 
monds, seeiii<;fl  tall  i'noui;h  U)  swi.rp  the  clouds.  The 
noble  stet.'d  wiiich  he  reined  bounded  and  cnracolinj, 
and  di.<ii)laycd  iiis  spirit  and  agility  in  a  maniifr  which 
might  have  troiiMed  a  ivfn  ndiii:nible  horseman  than 
the  Mnrquis,  wli,>  gracefully  niletl  him  with  the  one 

hand,  while  i  lie  other  di  spin  vt;d  the  l»aliHm,  whose  pre-  \ „ ^ ..>,    

dominaiicyovcrtlieranks  wliich  lielcds<t.>mnie<jually  I  dost  thou  impute  lo  a  princf*  and  an  ally  a  crime, 


on,  leapt  uiMin  Conrnde's  noble  charger,  and  seizing 
the  Manjuis  by  the  tiiniat,  pull«d  hiin  dow^n  fivm  ihie 
saddle.  The  plumed  rider  lay  rolling  on  the  sand 
and  the  frightened  horse  fled  in  wild  carter  ibruttjfli 
the  camp. 

"Thy  hound  hath  pulhxl  down  the  right  quarrr.  I 
warrant  him"— said  the  King  to  the  Nubian,  "and I 
vow  to  Saint  (n-orgi-  lie  i»  a  stag  of  ten  tyne*!— 
I'luek  tliediigoti;  leM  he  throttle  him.'' 

Tlie  Kdiiopian,  accordingly,  though  not  without 
diflicultv,  diseiigaptl  the  dog  from  Conradr,  aod 
fastened  him  up,  still  hiidily  excited,  and  stniggiiog 
in  the  k'ash.  Mean  wliile  many  crowded  to  tiw 
sfiot,  especially  followers  of  Conrade.  and  otficen 
of  the  Stradiots,  who,  as  they  saw  their  leader  iii 
ga/ing  wildly  on  the  sky,  raised  him  up  amid  atu- 
iiiiiliunry  cry  of— "Cut  the  slave  and  his  hound  to 
pieces  I" 

But  the  voice  of  Richard,  loud  arxl  sonorous,  vu 
heani  clear  hImivc  all  other  exdaiuatiuns—"  He  diet 
the  death  who  injures  the  hound  i  He  hath  but  done 
his  duty,  af^er  tin?  sagacity  with  which  God  and  Bt- 
ture  have  endow«-d  the  brave  animal.— Stand  forwaid 
for  a  fals<'  traitor,  thou  C^onrnde.  Marquis  of  Mont- 
serrat!   1  imp<-aeh  ihee.  ol  treasim." 

Several  of  the  Syrian  leaders  had  now  come  iqi^ 
and  (N)nrade,  vexatiim,  and  shame,  and  confusiOA 
struggling  with  passion  in  his  manner  and  voice,  ei- 
claiiiied,  "  Wliut  means  this  7— With  what  am  I 
charged  .'—Why  this  base  usage,  and  these  reproacb- 
fill  terms?— Is  this  the  league  of  ctmcord  which  Eng* 
land  renewed  but  so  lately  ?" 

"Are  the  I'rinces  of  tlu;  Crusade  turned  hamor 
deers  in  the  eyes  of  KingRichanl,  that  he  should  flip 
hounds  on  thein  .'"  said  the  sepulciiral  voice  of  the 
Cirand  Master  of  the  Tein[ilars. 

"It  mu^t  Ih^  s«>me  singular  accident— some  fatil 
mistake"— said  Philip  of  France,  who  rude  up  at  ihs 
same  moment. 

"  Some  deceit  of  the  Enemy,"  said  tho  Archbishop 
of  Tvre. 

"A  siratagi-m  of  the  Saracens,"  cried  Henry  of 
(I'hampagiu— "  It  wen>  well  to  hang  up  the  do^  ind 
put  the  slave  to  th<'  torture." 

"  Let  no  man  lay  hand  iijton  them,"  said  RicfainL 
"as  he  loves  his  own  life!— (.'onradc,  stand  forth,  tf 
thou  darest,  and  deny  the  accusation  which  thisaiutr 
animal  hath  in  his  noble  instinct  brought  ai^ainft 
tlu'«-,  of  injury  done  to  him,  and  foul  scum  to  Eag' 
land  .'•' 

"I  never  touched  the  banner."  said  Conrade.  hastily. 

"Thy  words  betray  tin-*',  Conracle!"  said  Richild; 
"for  how  didsr  tinni  know,  save  from  conscious  guilt, 
that  ihi;  iiucstion  is  eiriicirniiig  the  baiiiii r  i" 

'Hast  thou  then  not  kqtt  the  camp  in  turmoil  on 
that  and  no  other  s«-ore  V  answen-d  Conradc;  "■Do 


absolute.  '  \'it  his  auth«>rity  over  the  Stradiots  was 
more  in  show  than  in  substance;  for  there  paced  be- 
side him,  on  an  ambling  palfrey  of  s<dHiest  mood,  a 
little  old  man,  dresseii  entirely  in  black,  without 
lK:ard  or  mustaches,  and  having  an  appearance  alto- 
gether iru'aii  and  iiisigiiilicant,  when  eompartrd  with 
the  bta7.e  of  splenilour  around  him.  Hut  this  mean- 
lookim;  old  m:iri  was  on«' of  those  depiitii^  whom  the 
Venetian  gi)\eriiment  nnt  imo  camps  to  overlook  the 
conduct  (d*  the  genenils  lo  whom  the  leading  was 
consi<{n(v|,  (iiiil  to  in.'iiiitain  that  jealous  sysiem  of 
fspial  and  control  wliioli  had  long  distinguished  the 
jioliryof  the  npublii'. 

(;<«nrade,  who,  by  cultivating  Richani's  humour, 
hatl  attained  a  certain  degree  of  favour  with  him,  no 
Kormerwas  eoiiic  within  his  ken  than  the  King  of 
England  descc  nded  a  step  ur  two  to  meet  him,  ex- 
dyiming,  at  the  uiao  time,  "Ha,  Luzd  Marquia, 


which,  aft*  r  all,  was  probably  committed  by  i 
paltry  felon  for  the  sake  of  the  gold  thread  1  Or 
woulust  ilio'i  now  impeach  a  confederate  on  thecrrdit 
of  a  dog  ?" 

By  this  time  the  alarm  was  becoming  g^'neral,  so 
that  Philip  of  France  interiM»s«Ml. 

"  Princes  and  nobles,"  he  n.iid,  "j'ou  speak  inprf- 
senee  of  those  whose  swonis  wdl  soon  be  at  the 
throats  of  each  other,  if  they  hiar  their  leaders  ^^ 
such  terms  together.  In  the  name  of  Hea\en,  Mm 
draw  oHj  each  his  own  tnNips,  into  their  separate 
(jiiarters,  and  ourselves  m»et  an  hour  hence  iniH« 
Pavilion  of  Council,  to  take  some  order  in  diis  oe* 
state  of  c«Mifiisii»ii." 

"  Content,"  said  King  Richard,  "  though  I  should 
have  liked  to  have  interrrt^^'lted  that  ciiitiH'  while  hi^ 
gay  doublet  was  yet  besmirched  with  sand— But  iht 
pleaaure  of  France  ahall  be  ours  in  this  matter." 
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The  leaders  separated  as  waa  proponed,  each  prince 
pUcinic  himself  at  the  hend  of  his  own  forcf'S;  and 
then  Has  heard  on  all  sides  the  crying  of  wnr-criea. 
and  the  aoundinf? of  ffathorinR- notes  upon  bugles  and 
tnimpetSi  by  which  ine  diilerent  strac^lers  wfresuin- 
moned  to  their  prince's  banner;  andihe  troops  were 
shortly  se^.-n  in  motion,  each  taking  different  routes 
ihmugh  the  camp  to  ibcir  own  quarters.  But  although 
any  immediate  act  of  violence  was  thus  prevented, 
yet  the  accident  which  had  taken  place  dwelt  on  every 
mind :  and  those  foreigners,  who  hod  that  inoming 
hailed  Richard  as  (he  worthiest  to  lead  their  army, 
now  resumed  (heir  pre|udicee  against  his  pndo  and 
intolerance,  while  the  Kpglish,  conceiving  the  honour 
of  tiifir  countr\'connecu^  with  the  quarrel,  of  which 
Tsrious  reports  nad  ^one  about,  consiucn^d  (he  natives 
of  othci  countries  jealous  of  the  fnmo  of  England 
and  her  King,  and  disposed  to  undermine  it  by  the 
meanest  arts  of  intrigue.  Many  and  various  were  the 
lumours  spread  uprjn  the  occasion,  ami  there  was  one 
which  averred  that  the  Queen  and  her  ladies  had  been 
much  alarmed  by  the  tumult,  and  that  one  of  them 
had  awooned. 

The  Council  assomblcd  at  the  appointed  hour. 
Conrade  had  in  the  meari  while  laid  aside  his  dis- 
hotiourod  dress,  and  with  it  the  shame  and  confusion 
which,  in  spite  of  his  talents  ajid  promptitude,  hnd  at 
fSrsi  overwhelmed  him,  owing  to  ilie  atrangeness  of 
the  accident,  and  suddenness  of  the  accusation.  He 
waa  now  robed  like  n  prince,  and  entered  the  coun- 
cil-chamber attended  bv  the  Ardidukc  of  Austria,  (he 
Grand  MosU'rs  both  of  the  Temple  and  of  (he  Order 
of  JSaint  John,  and  several  other  potentates,  who 
made  a  show  of  snpfx)rtiiig  him  and  defending  his 
cause,  chiefly  perhaps  from  political  motives,  or  be- 
cause they  tneinselves  nourished  a  personal  enmity 
aiMinst  Richard. 

This  apr>€nmncc  of  union  in  favour  of  Conrade 
was  far  fnim  inrtuencin^j:  the  King  of  England.  He 
entered  the  Council  with  his  usual  indiflt.reiice  of 
manrit  r,  and  in  the  same  dn*s8  in  which  he  had  just 
alighted  from  horseback.  He  cast  a  carelt;ss  and 
■onicwhat  scornful  glance  on  the  leaders,  who  had 
with  studied  atiectalion  arranged  themselves  uround 
Conrade,  na  if  owning  his  cause,  and  in  the  most 
direct  terms  charged  Conrade  of  Montserrat  with 
having  stolen  tlie  Banner  of  England,  and  wounded 
the  faithful  animal  who  stood  in  its  defence. 

Conride  arose  boldly  to  answer,  and  in.despite.  as 
he  cjcprL-f>sed  hinisr:lf,  of  man  and  bmte,  king  or  dog, 
avouched  4iis  innocence  of  the  crime  charged. 

"Brother  of  Englnnd,"  said  Philip,  who  willingly 
assumed  the  character  of  moderator  of  the  assiMubly, 
**this  is  an  unusual  impeachment.  We  do  not  hear 
you  avouch  your  own  knowledge  of  this  matter,  far- 
ther than  your  belief  renting  upon  the  demeanour  of 
this  hound  t(»wnrds  the  Narnuis  of  Montserrat. 
Harely  the  word  of  a  knight  and  prinre  should  btar 
him  out  against  the  barking  of  a  cur  T* 

"Royal  brother,"  r(.turn«  d  Richard,  "recollect  thai 
(he  Almighty,  who  gave  (he  dog  to  be  companion  of 
our  plessureri  and  our  toils,  hath  invested  him  with  a 
nature  noble  and  incapable  of  deceit.  He  forgets 
neifherfritndnorfoc— nine  III  lM«rs,  and  with  nceurucy, 
&oth  benefit  and  injury.  He  hath  a  share  of  mnn  s 
intelligf-nce,  Uit  no  stiare  of  man's  falsehood.  Vou 
may  bribe  a  suldier  (o  slay  a  man  with  his  sword,  or 
■  witness  to  take  life  by  false  accusation  ;  but  you 
cmnnot  make  a  hound  (ear  his  benefactor— he  is  the 
trit-nd  of  man,  save  when  man  justly  incurs  his  en- 
mity. Dress  yonder  Marquis  in  what  i)eaeo(;k-robes 
you   will— disguise  his  apinnranci— alter  his  com- 

fijexion  with  drugs  and  wunlies— hide  him  aniids(  a 
luridrcd  nun- 1  will  yet  pawn  my  sceptre  that  the 
liound  detects  him,  and  expresses  his  R'wntiiieni,  as 
you  have  this  day  bein.ld.  This  is  no  nev%  iueifjent, 
nlrhough  a  strange  one.  Murderers  and  roblM-n*  hove 
be«n,  ere  now,  coiivicif  (l.and  sufTereii death  undersuch 
c^-idence,  and  nun  have  said  (Imt  the  finf^erof  iio<\ 
was  in  it.  In  thine  own  bind,  roynl  brother,  and  upon 
Mich  an  o<><rasion,  (he  matter  was  tried  by  a  solemn 
duel  lietwixt  me  man  and  the  dog,  as  oiiMlant  an<i 
defendant  in  a  challenge  of  murder.  The  dog  was 
victorioui^  the  man  waa  puniched,  and  the  crime  was 
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confessed.  Credit  me,  royal  brother,  that  hidden 
crimes  have  often  been  brought  to  light  by  the  testi- 
mony even  of  inanimate  snbMances,  not  (o  mention 
animals  fnr  inferior  in  instinctive  sagacity  to  (he  dog, 
who  is  (he  friend  and  companion  of  our  race."' 

"  Such  a  diW'l  there  hath  indeed  been,  royal  bn)lher," 
answered  Philip,  ''and  that  in  the  reicnof  oneof  our 
predecessors,  to  whom  (jod  l)e  gracious.  But  it  waa 
in  the  olden  time,  nor  can  wv  hold  it  a  precedent 
fitting  for  (his  occasion.  Tlie  dcft'iidont  in  that  case 
was  a  private  gentleman,  of  small  rank  or  respect ; 
his  ofiinsive  weapons  were  only  a  club,  his  det'enHiw 
a  leathern  jerkin.  But  we  cannot  degrade  a  prince 
to  the  disgrace  of  using  such  rude  airnis,  or  to  the 
ignominy  of  such  a  combat." 

"  I  never  meant  that  you  should,"  said  King  Rich- 
anl ;  "  it  were  foul  play  to  hazard  (he  good  hound's 
I  Hfe  against  that  of  such  a  doubie-fnced  traitor  as  thia 
Conrade  hath  proved  himself.  But  (here  lies  our  own 
glove— we  appeal  him  to  the  combat  in  respect  of  the 
evidence  wc  brought  forth  against  him.  A  king,  at 
leiat,  is  more  than  the  mate  of  a  marquis." 

Conrade  made  no  hasty  effort  to  stizcon  (he  pledge 
which  Richard  cast  into  the  middle  of  the  assembijr, 
and  King  Philip  had  time  to  reply,  ere  Uie  Marqina 
made  a  motion  to  lift  the  glove. 

"  .\  king."  said  he  of  !•  ranee,  "  is  as  much  more 
than  a  match  for  the  Marquis  Conrade,  as  a  dog 
would  be  less.  Roval  Richard,  this  cannot  be  per- 
mitted. Vou  are  the  leader  of  our  expedition— tha 
sw<)rd  and  buckler  of  Christendom." 

"  I  protest  against  such  a  combat,"  said  the  Vene- 
tian pnivetlitore,  '*  until  the  King  of  England  shall 
have  repaid  the  fifiv  thousand  bezants  which  he  ia 
indebted  to  the  republic.  It  is  enough  to  be  threatened 
with  loss  of  our  debt,  should  our  debtor  fall  by  the 
hands  of  the  pagans,  without  the  additional  risk  of  hia 
being  slain  in  brawls  amongst  Christians,  concerning 
dogs  and  banners." 

''.And  I,"  said  William  with  the  Long  SwonI,  Earl 
of  Salisbury,  "  protest  in  my  turn  against  my  royal 
brother  pi'riiing  his  life,  which  ia  the  prop*  r(y  of  the 
people  of  England,  in  such  a  cause.— Here,  noble 
brother,  n-reive  hack  your  glove,  and  think  only  as  if 
the  wind  had  blown  it  trout  your  hand.  Mine  shall 
lie  in  its  stead.  A  king* a  son,  (hough  with  the  bar 
sinister  on  his  shield,  is  at  least  a  match  for  this  mar- 
moset of  a  marquis.' 

"  Princes  and  noble^"  said  Conrade^  I  will  not 
accept  of  King  Richard's  defiance.  He  hath  been 
chosen  our  hiider  against  the  SarBcens,  and  if  hi* 
c<mscience  can  answer  the  accusation  of  provoking 
an  ally  to  tlie  field  on  a  quarrel  so  frivolous,  inine^  at 
least,  cannot  endure  (he  reproach  of  accepdng  iL 
But  touching  his  bastard  broi her,  William  of  Wood- 
stock, or  BKninst  anv  other  who  shall  adop(,  or  shall 
dore  (o  s(and  gndfother  to  this  most  false  charge,  I 
will  defend  my  h<mour  in  the  lists,  and  prove  who- 
soever imix^clies  it  a  false  liar." 

"The  Maniuisof  Mcntnerrat,"  said  the  Archbishop 
of  Tyre,  "linili  spoken  like  a  wise  and  moderate  gcn- 
(lemnn  ;  and  methinks  this  controversy  might,  with- 
out dishonour  to  any  party,  end  at  this  jwint.' 

"  Methinks  it  uii::h(  so  terminate,"'  said  (he  Kin« 
of  France,  "  provided  King  Richard  will  recall  his 
accusation,  as  made  mwii  over  slight  ground:*.' 

"  Philip  of  France,"  onswercd  f -leur  de  Lion,  *  mv 
wonis  shall  never  do  my  (houghs  so  much  injury. 
I  hav<'  ehargt?d  yonder  Conrmie  as  a  thief,  who,  under 
cloud  of  nitht,  stole  fnmi  its  place  the  emblem  of 
England's  diimity.  I  still  believe  and  charge  him  to 
be  such  ;  and  when  a  day  is  appoin(«l  for  the  com- 
bat, doubt  not  that,  since  Conrade  declines  to  nwl  ua 
in  person,  I  will  find  a  champion  to  apfK-ar  m  support 
<jf  my  cluillence  ;  for  thou,  William,  must  n«»t  thrust 
(hy  lone  sword  into  this  qiiarnl  without  our  special 
lic«n«»." 

"  Sinee  mv  rank  makes  mo  arbiter  m  this  most 
unhnpnv  nintter,"  said  Philip  of  France,  1  appoint 
the  fifth  dov  Inmi  hence  for  the  dei-isrion  (hereof,  by 
wayof«-oiribat,or-coTding  (o  knightly  usage-  Richard, 
King  of  EnKJand,  to  tiw*'»r  by  his  chamiiion  as  ap- 
pellant, and  Conrade,  Marquis  of  Momserrat,  m  hia 
own  peraon,  aa  dafendanl.   Ye.  \  <iHi^ V  'wMsm  ^mk 


TALCS  OF  THE  CRUSADERS. 


ECifAP.  XST. 


whrrn  tn  And  rrntrnl  jrrmnH  wHitp  nnrh  n  qunrr-]  \     **Srrvanf  of  Folls^,*'MidlhcI7»«w*-*l»^«dU^,"mo• 
r^nv  b«>  foMichi  out ;  for  it  must  nut  iw  iii  i\v  n<  il'Ii-  '  d'Tnti'  thy  ciinn«]tv-^ii  bpseems  .vi\  that  I  sbuuldieU 
ji  Mirhofxl  of  tlii«  '-Riiip.  whirr  ihr  wiiditTB  wuul'i  iikiIc    tn  tl)>  t-  thf  r.MjfiHi'Iii  of  niir  niavtcr.*' 
f;i  -S'lfi  'in  the  ilifl^'P-iit  iinl»i«."  "  Man  of  wisdom,  you  miMakp.**  answctpd  Jonii; 

*■  If  wift?  wfll.'*  s.iil  Rirhapi.  '*io  upply  to  iIk-  "we  nn- Uith  the  (vm^tant  atrendini^  on  our  patron. 
p.  ni  rn!*ify  of  th«;  roynl  Snl-uhn.  ninri-,  hi'ntKrn  an  he  ai.i  it  inmcfrn.-*  us  ahke  to  krujw  whether  thouurl 
IH,I  liavi- iii.'virr  known  kniaiiiiiion' fiiUilh'lof  nohir-  --Wwlorri  or  F<Jly— have  the  det-pcr  inteitat  ia 
n«-j«j«.  or  to  who*'  u^uhI  f.nili  wi-  may  *)  firn'mplorily    him." 

iritni!<i  oiir«»tlv.!i.  I  np-sik  thn-*  for  iho-i«  who  may  !  '*H«'  tol'i  to  the  MarauK**  answertd  the  wprurh' 
bt  cl'iiihtful  of  mishap -fi*rmv!»i-lf,  whinvi-r  I  sec  my  '  *,vrrrA*^r.  "ami  to  the  <«rand  Masti-r.  thai  he  wai 
foe,  I  in.-ikr  thar  srKii  my  >:attle-ffronnrl."  '  aw»ar>' of  these  wara,  and  would  be  glad  he  wassaJB 

"  Hi;  it  Mo,"  J«iid  IMiilij* ;  "  w««  will  irisike  this  mnl-    at  hojhe," 
tpr  known  to  Sjilailni,  nlthouuh  it  Im-  tdiowin:;  to  nn  i     "That  in  a  drawn  caM,  and  count!*  for  nothing  in 
cnerny  the  mihnppy  K[Hrit  of  diwonl  whirh  wi?  would  I  the  Kam»',"  Mid  the  JMtiT;  "it  was  niuPl  wisp  m 
willin\:ly  hiilif  troni  ivi  n  oiirwlvi'M,  were  it  poP!)ihh>.    think  ihua,  but  great  folly  to  tell  it  to  othen-pr>r 
M»'aii  whifc.',  1  dismiss  th's  .iMMi-mhiy.  and  chnrRo  ym  '  mil." 

all,  aM  ('hriiiitinn  im-n  and  noWli*  kiiinhtH.  fhai  ye  let !      ;'Ha.  hf-m!"  said  the  fprurh-irpredier ;  "he  next 
this  unhnppy  find  hrc>«'d  no  fiirihi'r  hrawlinu  in  the    raid  to  them,  that  Rirhord  was  not  more  vakmw 
cimp.  hni  rf:?ard  it  ;js  a  ihin:i  jioleinnlv  n-fi  m-d  to    than  other*,  or  over  dt  xterous  in  the  tilt-yard." 
thi'  jiidLMiient  of  CriKJ,  to  whom  eaeh  of  von  nhonld  I     "  WinNiriN-k  of  tny  »le,"  said  Schwanker;  **thif 

iiMi^"  replied  the  man 
may  Ills  will  Iw  ilone  I"  |  oi  wiwom— "  ne  uiviti.'d  tneni  to  a  goblet  of  aurcn- 

in  it,"  aaid  Joou 


thi'  jiiOLMiient  of  (riKl,  to  whom  eaeh  ol  von  Hhoiiid  I  >'«<iiNirfN-K  or  tny  »le,  eai 
prHV  thill  hii  will  Hi^ip*'^'  **f  vietorv  in  thi*  eombat  !  was  i-irrr  tnoiis  fo!ly.  What  nex 
aee-  nliiix  to  the  truth  nf  the  quarrel;  and  thirewith  I  "Nav,  I  am  !«i»!nethin{^ohlivir 
may  His  will  Ik-  done  I"  |  of  wi!n]om— "  he  uiviti.'d  them  ._ 

"  Amen,  amen  !"  whh  answi-n-d  on  all  j»ides:  while  ,  ftrin.'' 
the  Templ.'ir  whis»per»"d  the  MnniiiiH,  'i'lUiraileT  will ,      "That  hath  a  show  of  wiadom 


ihoii  not  nd(i  a  oiMirion  to  !>«•  d*  livered  from  tlieiKJwer    "  thou  may'ni  mark  it  to  thy  credit  in  the  mean  tim^: 
'the  do?,  an  ilie  pHnlmiAt  IihiIi  it  ?"  ^     but  an  In*  drink  loo  much,  an  is  niOi«l  likely,  I  vili 

*' Peace,  ihou !"  n-oliiii  ihi-  Maninirt:  "  there  in    have  it  pnsK  to  mine.    Any  thin}?  more?" 


CHAPTER  XXV. 
Yet  Uiin  incniuuner  in  imch. 

An  ihtiu.  too,  thalt  ■dure  ; 
I  niulil  not  hive  tliw,  love,  lo  much, 

L(>«od  I  not  honour  mum.-MoNTnosn  llM 

When  Kini:  Kielinrrl  n^tnrncd  to  hid  u*nL  hcoom* 

mnndeil  the  Nubian  to  be  brought  before  him.  He 

ntird  with  his  usual  ceremonial  revennce.  ind 


of  the  do?,  an  I 

Peace,  thou 1"  r»'T>l  .  ■      .  .- 

arrtveaiini?demonahroa(i,  winch  may  r<M>ort,  amon;;flt  |     '*  Nothin;^  worth  memorv,'*  annwerrd  the  ontor. 

other  iidim^H.  how  far  thoii  dost  carry  tin:  motto  of.  "only  he  wished  he  had  taken  the  occasion  tonne: 

thy  iiT'\rr— f  Willi  ur  /*ro."  ■  Ri«hnnl  in  rh»'  liats*." 

'* Thou  wilt H land  ttiebniiitof  challen^*?"  said  the  |     "Out  upon  it— out  upon  it  f  aaid  Jona!»~'*thiiii 

Templar.  |  mich  dota'je  of  fully,  that  I  am  well  nii;h  aahamcdot 

" Doiiht  mnnot."  Faid  Tonrade.    "I  would  not.  in-  ]  winniuij  the  •rnme  by  it— Ne'ertheliw",  fool  as  heii 

deed,  have  willingly  met  the  iron  arm  of  Kn.'hn rd  him- 1  we  will  follow  him,  moi*t  sa^c  aprurh-sprccher^uii 

pelf,  and  I  shame  not  to  eonfcjin  that  I  n>joiif  to  1m-'  have  our  nhare  of  the  wine  of  nierra«/cin." 

frue  of  hia  encounter.    Km,  from  his  bu.<)iaril  brother 

downwanl,  the  man  brv^athcs  not  in  lii.s  ranka  vhom 

I  fear  to  meet." 
"It  ia  well  you  are  ao  confuh-nt,"  continued  the 

Templar;   ''and  in  that  caw,  the  fnnr^s  of  yonder 

hound   have  done  more  lo  diaMilve  thin  league  of 

princes^  than  either  thy  devieea,  or  the  da?:n.>r  of  the 

Char^'uiU'.    8eest  thou  how,  nniler  a  brow  stiidioiisly 

overelouded,  Philip  cannot  <-onreal  the  satisfaction 

which  he  feelsi  at  tneijros|M'ftuf  n-liTis*' from  thealli-    .......  ^^.^. ..„.„...  .^,„c.iv«r 

ance  which  sat  ho  h^avy  on  him  ?    .Miirk  Imw  Henry    ji'nvini'pitisrratal  himself,^ re'mai m-d  Vtandi'neWiw 

of  C.hamn:i«ne  smiles  to    inns.  If.  Iiki-n  sparkhti?  !  ih:>  Kin-  in  the  attiiiide of  a  slav*' awaiting  ihcoidfn 

Koblei  ot  hm  own  wine  -and  wh.  tlw  ehiiek  buvl'li.U'ht '  of  his  mnster.    Il  was  i>erhap«  will  for  hiiii,  that  ibr 

of  Anstna.who  thinkji  his  miarnjl  is  about  to  be  i  pro.Mrviiion  of  his  iharacter  rci|uired  hiseyctlob- 

a venawl,  without  risk  or  trouble  of  his  own.    Hij>.li  '  ijx,^!  on  the  around,  since   the  keen  dance  with 

he  appniache.*i.--A  mo:.t  emvous  chaner,  iiiost  royal    which  Richard  for  some  time  wirveyed  him  in  s- 

Austria,  that   these   breaches  in  the  walls  of  our !  h'nce,  would,  il  fully  cucounicred,  have  been  diffiflili 

'''•in."":  to  sustain. 

"  Thou  canst  well  of  wood-craA,"  said  the  Kins, 
after  a  pause,  "and  li.ist  started  thy  ^ame  and  bruusht 
him  to  bay,  as  ably  as  if  Tristrem  hniis(>lf  had  uogfat 
thi.'e.*  But  this  is  not  all— he  must  Ih*  brought  down 
at  foree.  J  myself  would  have  liked  to  have  Icvrllhi 
,  ■  I  •     y , -    .  —  - !  mv  huntin?-H|M«ar  at  him.    There  are,  it  spe^lt.r^ 

ti>  eiidnr.'  so  inucli,  and  to  wlumi  we  have  brrn  as    ^ii^^els  whirh  prevent  this.    Thou  art  about  toretum 

».  .V.Vr.'!'^*^'i.'!?  .fc*!  .ILIL".'"!".'/'  .'"  *-"'**^"*  ^''^^*'^l  ^'^  .'l»»^  ^^^^^y*  '»f  »^>t*  Soldan,  bearinij  a  letter,  rt^rariry: 

" ""   "" '"  "'     """  ■^•" -  ••"•  -■•  to  ap|H)int  neutral  groimd  for  the M 

I,  should  it  ccmsit't  with  his  pletHiir, 
I  us  in  witnessinu  it.    Now,  speaking 

^  .  I  .1     I-  .    u  iTi V   ■:-:- 'con  jeciurally.  we  think  thou  might' at  find  in  that  camp 

ManiULs  met  him  in  the  lists,  h.-  wj)nld  have  had  the  ;  ^„„(.  c-avah.r.  who,  for  the  love  of  truth,  and  hi«own 
hertrr;  for,  thonRh  the  islan.'.er  denls  heavy  blow^    n„jjii„:niati.»n  of  honour,  will  do  battle  with  this «me 


"  If  thou  meanest  ihi««  Crusade,"  replied  the  Duke, 
"I  would  It  were  crumbled  to  picci.s  and  each  were 
■afe  at  home  I— I  sprak  this  in  confidence." 

"IJuf,"  said  the  Marquis  of  MoiiiH'rnit.  "to  think 
this  diMimioii  nhould  be  made  bv  the  hands  of  Kin;' 
Riehard,  for  whose  pleasure  we  have  been  content*  d  ; 
to  endiin*  m  mucli,  and  to  wlumi  we  have  bt-m  as 
aubmis»<ive  as  slaves  to  a  master,  in  hopes  that  he,  to  the  camp  of  th 
would  n.-*-  his  valour  a^'ainst  our  eneniiis,  instead  of   of  his  courtesy  to 
exereism^'  it  ujK>n  our  fnends !"  .of  chivalry,  and, 

I  S.N.  not  that  hp  IS  so  mnrh  tnorc  valorous  than  i  ro  concur  with  w 
ot  h«  rs,   said  the  Archduke.       I  Ulieve,  hud  the  noble  I  conieciurallv  we  ( 


with  the  ).K)le-a.Te,  lie  is  not  so  very  tiextennis  with 
the  lance.  I  should  have  cin'd  little' to  have  met  liini 
»iysi:lf  on  our  old  quarrel,  had  the  weal  of  ('hrisien- 


iimi  prniiitl.-tl  to  Hoveni^n  princes  to  br.-aflie  them-    t,,  graven  with  such  s<ili-mn  crafitude,  that  thewal^ 
jelv.s  mlhe  lisis--Anil  if  tliiHi  ile-ircst  it,  noble  Mar-    ^oon  .^listened  in  th.ni-ilien  Ix'nl  his  head,  avaffirni- 


traitor  of  iMontsi  rrat  ?" 

The  Nubian  raised  his  eyes  and  fixed  them  on  the 
Kitig  with  a  look  of  ea.u:er  aniour;  then  raised  iheta 


€|uis,  I  Will  inyw  If  Im'  voiir  pnlfalher  in  thiri  combat. 

'*.Anil  I  als(»,"  saiil  the  (xrantl  .Master. 

"(Jome.  then,  and  tak*'  vour  ii(H>nini|:  in  our  fent, 
nobli-  sirs."  said  the  Duke,"  "ami  we'll  sjvak  of  this 
busiiuss,  over  some  riahf  tiimn^tnu. 

They  tntert-d  to«'ther accord inijly. 

"What  said  our  patron  and  these  great  folks  to- 
irether  ?"  said  Jona^  i>ehwni!k«  r  to  his  companion,  the 
•7»rueA-i>/oe(:Aer,  who  had  iiseil  the  free.loni  topresa 
niKh  to  Ilia  master  wh^n  the  council  was  dismissed, 
Willie  the  jcatcr  woitixi  at  a  wore  respectful  diatance. 


in^  winit   Kichanl  desired,  and  resumed  hia  unikl 
posture  of  subinisKJve  attention. 

"  It  i.H  well."  said  the  Kin*?;  **  and  I  see  thydrmreto 
obliue  me  in  this  inatier.  And  heit'in,  I  must  niH>d« 
say,  lies  the  excellence  of  such  a  servant  as  thou,  who 
hast  not  speech  either  to  debate  our  purpose,  or  to re- 

*  A  uniTTTCil  triri'iion  a^rribi^  to  Sir  TriNlmni.  ftmoai  f« 
hirt  lovf  of  tlM  ftiir  Uui  til  YNeuli— the  law*  cuBrcrninr  ilir  ptK- 
ticp  of  wiMKlrrmfr,  or  renfrU.  w  it  w»  ca\\n\.  Iwinp  thwe  ttiftl 
rrlatfd  to  x\w  »!•>■  of  ilii!  clia«e,  whicti  weiv  dwictl  of  lUKa 
oonactpieBM  dnruf  thi  middla  afox 


ObiAF.  XXV.] 


THE  TAUSUAN. 


•aire  explanalioD  of  what  wa  have  determined.  An 
Rngli»h  aerving-man,  in  thy  place,  bad  given  me  hia 
dogged  advire  to  (ruat  the  combat  with  some  good 
Uncc  of  my  houaehold,  wlio,  from  my  bmiher  Long- 
■word  downwarda,  are  nil  on  fire  to  do  battle  in  my 
cause;  and  a  chattering  Frenchman  had  madea  thou- 
•and  attempta  to  diacover  whRa-fore  I  look  for  a  ciiam- 
inon  from  the  camp  of  the  infidels.  But  thou,  my 
silent  agent,  raiislao  mine  errand, without  queation- 
ing  or  comprehending  it;  with  thee  to  hear,  is  to 
obey." 

A  bend  of  the  bodv,  and  o  genuflection,  were  the 
typTopxiaUi  anawcrot  the  Ethiopian  to  these  obaerva- 
Uonji. 

''  And  now  to  another  point,"  aaid  the  King,  and 
■peaking  auddenly  and  rapidly.—"  Have  you  yet  aeen 
Edith  I>lantagenGt  ?" 

Tlic  mute  looked  up  aa  in  the  act  of  being  about  to 
■peak,— nay,  his  lina  had  begun  to  ntier  a  distinct 
negative,— when  the  abortive  attempt  died  away  yi 
the  imperfect  niiirmura  of  the  dumb. 

*•  Why,  lo  you  there !"  said  the  King.  "  The  very 
sound  of  the  name  of  a  royal  maiden,  of  beauty  so 
Mipasaing  as  that  of  our  lovely  cousin,  seems  to  have 
power  enough  well  nii;h  to  make  the  dumb  apeak, 
nhat  miraciea  then  might  her  eye  work  upon  such  a 
■object !  I  will  make  the  experiment,  fnend  slave. 
Thou  ahalt  see  this  choice  beauty  of  our  court,  and 
do  the  errand  of  the  pruictily  Soldan." 

Again  a  joyful  glance— acnin  a  genuflection— but, 
n  be  arose,  the  King  laid  his  hand  heavily  on  his 
likiulder,  and  proceeded  with  stern  gravity  thus.— 
'*Let  me  in  one  thing  warn  you,  my  sable  envoy. 
Ev«n  if  thou  shouldst  feel  that  the  kindly  influence 
of  her,  whom  thou  art  soon  to  behold,  should  loosen 
the  bonds  of  thy  tongue,  presently  imprisoned,  as  the 
good  Soldan  expresses  it.  within  the  ivory  walls  of 
ua  caatle,  beware  how  tnou  changcst  thy  taciturn 
character,  or  speakest  a  word  in  her  preaence,  even  if 
thy  powers  of  utterance  were  to  lie  miraculously  re- 
stored. Believe  me,  that  I  should  have  thy  tongue 
extracted  by  tlie  ruots,  and  its  ivory  palace,  that  is,  I 
presume,  its  ranj^e  ot  teeth,  drawn  out  one  by  one. 
Wherefore,  be  wise  and  sileni  siill." 

The  Nubian,  so  soon  as  the  King  had  removed  his 
Wavy  grasp  from  his  shoulder,  bent  his  head,  and  laid 
JkiB  hand  on  his  lips,  in  token  of  silent  obedience. 

Bat  Richard  again  laid  his  hand  on  him  more 
Kently,  and  added,  **This  behest  we  lay  on  thee  as 
•n  a  alave.    Wert  thou  knight  and  gentleman,  we 
would  require  thine  honour  in  pledge  of  thy  silence, 
which  is  one  especial  condiiiun  of  our  present  trust.' 
The  Kthiopian  raised  his  body  proudiv,  looked  full 
■t  the  King,  and  laid  his  light  hand  on  nis  heart. 
Richard  then  8uminonL>d  his  chamberlain. 
"Go,  Neville,"  he  said,  "with  this  slave,  to  the 
leot  of  our  royal  consort,  and  say  it  is  our  pleasure 
that  he  have  an   audience— a  private  audience-^of 
oar  cousin  Edith.    He  is  rhargcd  with  a  comniission 
%>ber.    Thou  canst  show  him  the  way  alao,  in  case 
he  nquiies  thy  guidance,  though  thou  may'st  have 
ibserved  it  ia  wonderful  how  familiar  he  already 
noas  to  be  wiih  the  purlieus  of  our  camp.— And 
thou,  too,  friend  Ethiop,'*  the  King  continued,  "  whot 
thoQ  dost,  do  quickly,  and  return  hither  within  the 
Ufbour.'' 

**  I  sund  discovered,"  thought  the  seeming  Nubian. 
Hk  with  downcast  looks  and  folded  arms,  he  followed 
^  hasty  stride  of  Neville  towards  the  tent  of  Queen 
Berengaria.— "I  stand  undoubtedly  discovered  and 
(■folded  to  King  Richard ;  yet  I  cannot  perceive  that 
HiiieRentment  is  hot  against  me.  If  I  understand 
ail  worda,  and  surely  it  is  impossible  to  misinterpret 
win,  he  gives  me  a  noble  chance  of  redeeming  my 
konoiir  upon  the  crest  of  this  false  Marquis,  whose 
ffilt  I  read  in  his  craven  eye  and  quivering  lip,  when 
US  charge  was  made  acainst  him.— Roswal,  faith- 
Ulv  haat  thou  served  thy  master,  and  most  dearly 
nill  thy  wrong  lie  avenged !— But  what  is  the  mean- 
r  present  permittsinn  to  look  upon  her,  whom 


jThad  despaired  ever  to  see  ogain?-And  why,  or 
how,  can  the  royal  Pinntagenctmnsentthat  I  should 
see  hia  divine  kinswoman,  either  as  the  messenger  of 
tbe  heathen  SWadin,  or  as  the  guilty  exile  whom  he  so 
9D 


lately  expelled  from  his  camp—his  audadoai  avowal 
of  the  aftection  which  is  his  pride,  being  the  greatest 
enhancement  of  his  guilt?  That  Richanl  should  con- 
aent  to  her  receiving  a  letter  from  an  infidel  lover,  by 
the  hands  of  one  ot  such  disproportioned  rank,  are 
either  of  them  circumstances  equally  iBciedible,  and, 
at  the  8ame  time,  inconsistent  with  each  other.  But 
Richard,  when  unmoved  by  his  heady  pasakms,  ia 
liberal,  generous,  and  truly  noble,  and  as  such  I  will 
deal  with  him^  and  act  according  to  his  instructions, 
direct  or  iioplied,  sc>eking  to  know  po  more  than  may 
gradually  unfold  itself  without  my  ofllleious  inquiry. 
To  him  who  has  given  me  so  brave  an  opportunity  to 
vindicate  my  tarnished  honour,  I  owe  arquiescenco 
and  oLiedicncc,  and,  painful  as  it  may  be,  the  debt 
shall  be  paid.  And  yet,"— thus  the  proud  swelling  of 
his  heart  farther  suggested,—"  Cceur  de  Lion,  as  he  is 
calkxl,  might  have  measured  the  fi'elini^s  of  others  by 
hir  own.  1  urge  an  address  to  his  kinswoman !  /. 
who  never  spoke  word  to  her  wh^n  I  took  a  royal 
prixe  from  her  hand— when  I  was  acrouoted  not  the 
lowest  in  feats  of  chivalry  amon^  the  defl*nders  ot 
the  Cross  I"  /approach  her  whnn  m  a  bast.'  disguise, 
and  in  a  servile  habit— and,  alas !  when  my  actual 
condition  is  that  of  a  slave,  with  a  spot  of  dishonour 
on  that  which  was  once  my  shteh! !  /  do  this !  He 
little  knows  me.  Vet  1  thank  him  fortheopportunitv 
which  may  make  ua  all  better  acquainted  with  each 
other." 

Aa  he  arrived  at  this  conclusion,  they  paused  before 
the  entrance  of  the  dueen's  pavilion. 

They  were  of  coarse  admitted  by  the  guarda,  and 
Neville  leaving  (he  Nubian  in  a  small  apartment,  or 
anteirhamber,  whif  h  was  but  too  well  remembeml 
by  him,  passed  into  that  which  was  used  as  the 
Queen^a  presence-chamber.  He  communicated  his 
royal  master's  pleasure  in  a  k)w  and  respectful  tone 
of  voice,  very  different  fmm  the  bhintness  of  Thomaa 
de  Vuiix,  to  whom  Richard  was  every  thing,  and  the 
rest  of  the  court,  including  Berengaria  herself,  was 
nothing.  A  biu-st  of  laughter  followed  the  commu- 
nication of  his  errami. 

"And  what  like  is  the  Nubian  slave,  who  comes 
ambassador  on  such  an  errand  from  the  Soldan?— a 
Negro,  De  Neville,  is  he  not  ?"  said  a  female  voice, 
en»ly  rtcoifiiisHi  for  that  of  Ben^ngaria.  "  A  Negro 
is  he  not,  De  Neville,  with  black  sKin,  a  head  curled 
like  a  ram's,  a  flat  nose,  and  blubber  lipa— ha,  worthy 
Sir  Henry  ?" 

"Let  not  your  Grace  forget  the  shin-bones,"  said 
another  voici>,  "  bent  outwards  like  the  edge  of  a 
Saracen  ci  meter." 

"Rather  like  the  bow  of  a  Cupid,  since  he  cornea 
upon  a  lover's  errand,"  said  the  Queen.  "Grentle 
Neville,  thou  art  ever  prompt  to  pleasure  us  poor 
women,  who  have  so  little  to  pass  away  our  idle  mo- 
ments. We  must  see  diis  messenger  of  love.  Turks 
and  Moors  have  I  seen  many  but  Negro  never." 

^I  am  created  to  obey  your  Clrace's  commands, 
so  vou  will  bi^ar  mc  out  with  my  sovereign  for  doing 
so,"  answered  the  debonair  knight.  "Yet  let  me 
assure  vour  Grace,  you  will  see-  somewhat  different 
from  what  you  expect." 

"*  So  much  the  better^uglier  yit  than  our  imagina- 
tions can  fancy,  yet  the  choaen  love-mcasenger  of  this 
gallant  Soldan  !^' 

"Gracious  madam,"  said  the  lady  Calista,  "may  I 
implore  you  would  permit  the  good  knisht  to  carry  thiv 
messenger  straight  to  the  Lady  Edith,  to  whom  his 
credentials  are  addressed  ?  We  have  already  escaped 
hanlly  tor  such  a  frolic." 

"  Escapi-d  ?"— reptjati-d  the  Queen,  scornfully.  Yet 
thou  mavst  be  right.  Calista,  in  thy  caution— let  this 
Nubian,  as  thou  c>allest  him,  first  do  his  cTrand  to  otir 
cousin— Besidj-s,  he  is  mute  too— is  he  not  ?" 
"He  is.  gracious  madam,"  answen?<l  the  knight. 
"Royal  s|)ort  have  these  Eastern  ladies,^  said 
Berengaria,  "attended  by  those  before  whom  they 
may  say  any  thing,  yet  who  can  report  nothing. 
Whereas  in  our  camp,  as  the  Prelate  of  St.  Jiide's  is 
wont  to  say,  abinlof  the  air  will  carry  the  niottcr." 

"  )^«aiise  said  De  Neville,   "  your  Grace  forgets 
that  you  speak  within  canvass  walls." 
The  voices  sunk  on  this  observation,  and  after  • 
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little  whif^rin^  the  Rnclinh  kniffht  again  returned  |  thy  head.  Be  it  a  spell— be  it  obatifiaqr,  I  qnotioa 
to  the  Ethiopinn,  nnd  made  him  a  sign  tu  fulluw.  He  |  thee  no  forther^  but  leave  thee  to  do  thiiw errand  ifitf 
did  fio,  and  Niviilc  conriuctvd  him  to  a  pavilion, ,  thine  own  fafhion.  I  alaocan  be  mute/' 
pitched  somewhat  apart  from  ihat  of  the  Qufen.  for  ;  Thedi^iiwd  knight  made  an  action  n*  if  at  onoe 
tlie  accommodation,  it  acenied  of  the  I^dy  Edith  ■  lamenting  his  own  condition,  and  deprecBtin^  her (lt»- 
aud  her  attendants.  One  of  tier  Coptic  maidens  .  plea^iirri  while  at  the  same  time  he  preacnted  to  her. 
received  the  mcssn^e  communicated  by  Sir  Henry  |  wrapped,  an  uaual,  in  fine  ailk  and  clofh  of  gold,  the 
Ntiville,  and,  in  tiie  suai^  of  a  xary  few  minutes,  the  ;  letter  of  the  Soldan.  She  took  it^  surveyed  it  can?- 
Nubinn  wun  ushiTMl  into  Edith  s  presence,  while  ieasly,  then  laid  it  aside,  and  bending  her  eyes  once 
Neville  was  left  on  the  outside  of  the  tent.  The  slave  '  more  on  the  knighr,  she  said  in  a  k>w  tone— "Not 


even  a  word  to  dk»  thine  errand  to  me  ?** 

He  pressed  both  his  hands  to  hia  brow,  af  if  tn 
intimate  the  pain  which  he  felt  at  being  unable  U> 
ob«7  her;  but  she  tunied  from  him  in  anger. 

*'  Be;;onc !"  she  said.  "  I  hare  sjioken  en«xi^— 
too  mucii— to  one  who  will  not  waste  on  me  a  word 
in  reply.  Bepone!— and  aay,  if  I  have  wrcmj*») 
th(«,  I  nave  done  penance;  for  if  I  have  been  the 
unhappy  means  of  dragging  thee  down  from  a  statiiw 
of  honiMir,  I  have,  in  this  interview,  forgotten  orr 
own  worth,  and  lowered  myself  in  thy  eyea  and  in  m 
own." 

She  covered  her  eyes  with  her  hand,  and  svenwd 
dceplv  agitated.  Sir  Iwenneth  would  have  a[)proacbcd 
but  she  waved  him  back. 

"  Stand  ofCl  thou  whose  soul  Heaven  hath  snit#il 
to  its  new  station !  Aught  less  dull  and  fearful  ihui 
nlavirth  mute  had  spoken  a  word  of  gratitude,  wnv  it 
but  to  reconcile  ine  to  my  own  degradation.  Wby 
pau!>e  you  ?-7begone  f 

The  disguised  knight  almost  involuntarily  knked 
towards  the  letter  as  an  apology  for  proiractinx  Iw 
Btav.  She  snatched  it  up,  saying,  in  a  lone,  of  irony 
ana  contempt,  "I  had  forgotten — the  dutiful  fbf9 
waits  an  answer  to  his  measage.— Hows  thia— frota 
the  Soldan !" 

She  hastilv  ran  over  the  contenta,  which  were  ci- 

EredS(*d  both  in  Arabic  and  French,  and  when  the 
ad  done,  she  laughed  in  bitter  anger. 
"Now  thia  passes  imagination!*'  she  said;  "w 
iongleur  can  show  ao  deft  a  tranamutalion!  Hs 
le^trdcmain  can  transform  zcchins  and  bexanta  ioio 
doits  and  maravedies;  but  can  hia  art  cunven  t 
Christian  knight,  ever  esteemed  omong  the  bnvni 
of  the  Holy  Cnisade,  into  the  dust-kissing  alava  of  a 
heathen  Soldnn— the  bearer  of  a  Paynim'a  insoknt 

f)rop(»sals  to  a  Christian  maiden— nay,  forgetiiii|f  tb 
aws  of  honourable  chivalry,  aa  well  as  of  rrii^oal 
near  the  platform  on  wiiicli  I  stood  with  tlie  Queen.  I  But  it  avails  not  talking  to  the  willing  slave  of  a  ho- 
I  knew,  too,  your  valiant  hound.  She  is  no  true  lady,  '■  then  hound.  Tell  your  master,  when  his  aooiirgei^l 
and  is  unworthy  of  the  service  of  such  a  knight  as  !  have  found  thee  a  tongue,  that  which  thou  hast  seca 
thou  art  from  wliom  dis^uifvs  of  dress  or  hue  could  |  me  do."— So  saving,  she  threw  the  Soldan'a  letterca 
conceal  ii  fuitliful  servant.  Stieak,  then,  without  fear,  I  the  (ground,  ana  plai^  her  foot  upon  it— "And  Hf 
to  Edith  Plan  taut  lui.  She  knows  how  to  grace  in  '  to  him,  that  F2dith  Plantagenet  Ecoma  the  homifea 
adversity  the  go<jd  kni^Iii  who  8erxe<l,  honourtd,  and  !  an  unchristened  Pagan." 
did  deeds  of  arms  in  her  name,  when  fortune  be-  ' .  With  these  words  she  was  about  to  shoot  from  the 


who  introduotnl  htm  withdrew  on  a  signr.l  from  her 
mistress,  and  it  was  with  humiliation,  not  of  the 
posture  only,  but  of  the  very  inmost  soul,  that  the 
unfortjnnte  knight,  thu.^  strangely  disguised,  threw 
himself  on  oiu*  knee,  with  looks  bent  on  the  ground, 
and  arms  folded  on  his  bo^om.  like  a  criminal  who 
expects  hia  dr»m.  Edith  was  clad  in  the  same  man> 
ncr  as  when  she  rL;ceived  King  Richard,  her  long 
transparent  dark  veil  hanging  around  her  like  the 
shade  of  a  summer  night  on  a  beautiful  landscape, 
disguising  and  rendering  obecurc  the  beauties  which 
it  could  not  hide.  She  held  in  her  hand  a  silver  lamp, 
fed  with  fiome  aromatic  spirit,  which  burned  with 
imusual  brightness. 

When  Edith  came  within  a  step  of  the  kneeling 
and  motionless  slave,  she  held  the  light  towards  his 
face,  as  if  to  peruse  his  features  more  attentively, 
then  turned  from  him,  and  placed  her  lamp  so  as 
to  throw  the  shadow  of  his  lac*  in  profile  upon  the 
curtain  which  hung  besirle.  She  at  length  spoke  in  a 
voice  comp<.i««ed.  yet  deeply  sorrowful, 

"Is  It  you  ?— Is  it  inrlecd  you,  brave  Knight  of  the 
Leopard— gallant  Sir  Kenneth  of  Scotland— is  it 
indeed  you?— thus  servilely  di^guiaed— thus  sur- 
rounded by  a  hundred  danifcrs?" 

At  hearmg  the  tunes  of  nis  lady's  voice  thus  un- 
expectedly addresj«ed  to  luin.  and  in  a  tone  of  com- 
passion approaching  to  tenderness,  a  corresponding 
reply  rushed  to  the  knight's  lipa,  and  scarce, could 
Richard's  crimmands,  and  his  own  promised  silence, 
prevent  his  answering,  that  the  sight  he  saw,  the 
sounds  he  ju^•t  he.ird,  were  sufficient  to  recompense 
the  slavery  of  a  life,  and  dangers  which  threatened 
that  life  every  hour.  He  did  recollect  himself,  how- 
ever, and  a  dopp  and  impassioned  sigh  was  his  only 
reply  to  the  high-born  Euith-s  question. 

*I  see— I  know  I  have  guessed  right''— continued 
Edith.    "  I  marked  you  frwni  your  rirst  appearance 


friended  him.— SiiU  silent !  Is  it  fear  or  shame  that 
keeps  thee  so  ?  Fear  should  lie  unknown  to  thee;  and 
for  shame,  let  it  remain  with  those  who  have  wronged 
thee." 

The  knight,  in  despair  at  brring  obliged  to  play  the  .  y  - 

mute  in  an  interview  so  ifitorcsiing.  cuiild  only  expro^s  i  emphasis ;     tell  the  httaihen  Soldan,  thy  master,  tint 
his  mortifiention  by  siirl  mg  deeply,  and  layim;  hia  i  I  acorn  his  suit  as  much  as  I  despise  the  pnMiratxwrf 


knight,  when,  kneeling  at  her  feet  in  bitter  agony,  be 
vcnturefl  to  lay  his  hand  upon  her  robe,  and  oppOK 
her  departure. 

"Heardst  thou  not  what  I  said,  dull  ilaver  she 
said^  turning  short  round  on  him,  and  speaking  with 


Kdiib  stepped  back,  as  if  some- ;  a  worthless  renegade  to  religion  and  chivalry— lo  God 
and  to  his  lady !" 

So  saying,  she  burst  from  him,  tore  her  | 
from  his  grasp,  and  Ifft  the  tent. 

The  %'oicc  of  Neville,  at  the  same  time, 

him  from  wirhont.  Exhausted  and  atupified  br  the 
difitP'ss  he  had  undergone  during  this  interview,  ftwn 
which  he  could  only  have  extricated  himaelf  by  bmdi 
of  the  engai^ement  which  he  had  formed  with  Kinf 
Richard,  the  unfortunate  knight  stasRered  rafhrriba 
walked  after  the  English  barun,  till  they  reached  liw 
royal  pavilion,  before  which  a  party  of  horsemen  W 
just  dismounted.    Then^  was  lijsht  and  motion  wjtiui 

,  . , the  tent,  and  when  Neville  entered  with  his disgviM 

wring  thtsm  with  so  much  pa^rtion  ?— C'an  ii  be,"  she  i  attendant,  they  found  the  King,  with  several  of  b* 
added,  shrinking  back  at  the  ideu— "  thnr  their  cruelty  j  nobility,  engaged  in  welcoming  those  who  wenncviT 
liafe  actually  «ieprived  thcc  of  speech  1  Thou  shakost  J  arrived. 


iiiigcr  upon  hi!*  lipt*. 
what  displeasi-d. 

"What!"  she  said,  "rho  Asiatic  mute  in  very  deed, 
aa  well  as  in  at  lire  ?  Tjiis  I  looked  not  for— Or  thou 
mays'st  acorn  mc,  ptiriiap*,  for  thus  bolilly  acknow- 
ledging that  I  have  hee>ifii!ly  obstr\'(xi  the  homage 
thou  hast  paid  nn-  7  Hold  no  unworthy  thoughts  of 
Edith  on  tnat  accuunt.  Shu  knows  well  the  bounds 
which  restTvc  and  modesty  prescriU  to  high-b«^rn 
maidens^  and  she  knowd  when  and  how  far  they 
should  pive  place  •  o  gratitude— to  a  sincere  desire  that 
It  were  in  her  no*»er  to  npay  servifi-s*  and  repair  in- 
iin-ics,  arit<ing  trim  the  devotion  winch  a  good  knight 
bore  towards  her.— Why  fold  thy  hands  together,  and 
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CHAPTER  XXVI. 

*'  TTm  Umr*  I  shed  nract  ewr  (kU  I 
1  weep  nut  for  An  •iNwot  •«v«in, 
For  timo  may  iMppier  hcrnn  recall, 
And  parted  lovers  meet  again. 

*'  I  wei>p  not  for  the  ailent  dnad, 
Their  iminii  are  paMt,  their  norrowioVr, 
And  ttwine  that  loved  Uieir  hItini  miwt  treadi 
When  diiatU  aliall  join  to  part  no  more." 

Bat  worm  ttian  abnenee.  wotm  than  death, 
Site  wept  Iter  lover's  wllied  Aime, 
And,  flrcd  with  ail  the  pride  of  birth, 
Slie  «-ept  a  aoidier**  injured  nvM.-BaUkd. 

B  frank  and  bold  voice  of  Richard  was  heard  in 
fi  gratulation. 

homas  de  Vaui  1  stoiit  Tom  of  the  Gills !  by 
.ead  of  King  Henry,  thou  art  welcome  to  mie 
er  was  fla.sk  of  wine  to  a  Jolly  toper !  I  should 
e  havo  known  how  to  order  my  battle  array, 
■  I  had  thy  bulky  form  in  mine  eye  as  a  land- 
to  form  my  ranks  upon.  We  shall  have  blows 
,  Thomas,  if  the  saints  be  gracious  to  us;  and 
re  fought  in  thine  absence,  I  would  have  looked 
w  of  thy  being  found  hanging  upon  an  elder- 
should  have  borne  my  disa|>pointnient  with  nmre 
tian  patience,  I  trust,"  said  Thomas  d6  Vaux, 
n  to  have  died  the  death  of  an  apostate.  But 
nk  your  Grace  for  my  welcome,  which  is  the 
generous,  as  it  respects  a  banquet  of  blows,  of 
1,  saving  your  pleasure,  you  are  ever  too  apt  to 
m  the  larger  share :  but  here  have  I  brought  one, 
iom  your  Grace  will,  I  know,  give  a  yet  warmer 
>me," 

e  person  who  now  stepped  forward  to  make 
ance  lo  Richard,  was  a  young  man  of  low  stature 
alight  form.  His  dress  was  as  modest  as  his 
i  was  unimpressive,  but  he  bore  on  his  bonnet  a 
buckle,  witn  a  gem,  the  lustre  of  which  could 
be  rivalled  by  the  bnlliancy  of  the  eye  which  the 
et  shaded.  It  was  the  only  striking;  feature  in 
mntenance;  but  when  once  noticed,  it  ever  made 
Hig  impression  on  the  spectator..  About  his  neck 
hung  in  a  scarf  of  sky-blue  silk  a  wrest,  as  it 
called,— that  is,  the  key  with  which  a  harp  is 
I,  and  which  was  of  solid  gold. 
i»  personage  would  have  Kneeled  reverently  to 
ird.  but  the  monarch  raised  him  in  joyful  haste, 
ed  him  to  his  bosom  warmly,  and  kissed  him  on 
r  aide  of  the  face. 

Hondel  de  Nesle  T'  he  exclaimed  joyfully—"  wel 
I  from  Cj'prus.  my  king  of  minstrels!— welcome 
» King  ot  Knglano.  who  rates  not  his  own  dignity 
I  highly  than  he  docs  thine.  I  have  been  sick, 
,  and,  by  my  soul,  I  believe  it  was  for  lack  of 
^  for,  were  I  half  wav  to  the  gate  of  Heaven, 
inks  thy  strains  coulu  call  me  back.— And  what 
k  my  gentle  master,  from  the  land  of  the  lyre? 
tning  fresh  from,  the  trouvairs  of  Provence 7- 
Jiins  from  the  minstrels  of  merry  Normandy  ?— 
e  an,  hast  thou  thyself  been  busy  7— But  I  need 
lak  thee— thou  canst  not  be  idle,  if  thou  woulast 
r  noble  qualities  arc  like  a  fire  burning  within, 
compel  thee  to  pour  thyself  out  in  music  and 

something  I  have  learned,  and  something  I 
done,  noble  King,"  answered  the  celebrated 
dcJ,  with  a  retiring  modesty,  which  all  Richanrs 
kisiastic  admiration  of  his  skill  had  been  unable 
niah. 

Ve  will  hear  thee,  man— we  will  hear  thee  in- 
tly,"  said  the  King;— then  t(»uching  Blondel's 
laer  kindly,  he  added,  "  that  is,  if  tnou  art  not 
ned  with  thy  journey:  for  I  would  sooner  ritlc 
best  horse  to  death,  than  injure  a  note  of  thy 

if  voice  is,  as  ever,  at  the  service  of  my  royal 
in,"  said  Blondcl ;  *'  but  your  3f ojesty,"  he  added, 
ing  at  some  papers  on  the  table,  "  seems  more 
irtantly  etiKagea,  and  the  hour  waxes  late." 
P?ot  a  whit,  man,  not  a  whit,  my  dearest  Blondel. 
I  but  sketch  an  array  of  battle  against  the  Sara- 
IL  a  thinp  of  a  moment— almost  as  .'won  done  as 
routing  of  them.'* 
Kethinka,  however,"  said  Thomai  de  Vauz,  "  it 
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were  not  unfit  to  inqmn  what  soldiers  your  Grace 
hath  to  amy.  I  bring  reports  on  that  subject  from 
Ascalon." 

"Thou  art  a  mule,  Thomas,"  said  the  King— "a 
very  mule  for  dulnefca  and  obsdnacy !— Come,  nobles 
'-a  hall— a  halM— range  ye  around  tiim— Give  Blon- 
dd  the  tabouret— Where  is  his  harp-bearer  7— or,  soft 
—lend  him  ray  harp,  his  own  may  be  damaged  by  the 
journey  7" 

*'I  would  your  Grace  wouM  take  my  rertort,"  sakl 
Thomas  de  Vaux.  "  I  have  ridden  far^  and  nave  mora 
list  to  my  bed  than  to  have  my  enre  tickled." 

"  Thy  ears  tickled !"  said  the  King;  "  that  must  bo 
with  a  woodcock's  feather,  and  not  with  sweet 
sounds.  Hark  thee,  Thomas,  do  thine  ears  know  tha 
singing  of  Blondel  from  the  braying  of  an  ass  7" 

In  faith,  my  liege,"  replied  Thomas.  "I  cannot 
Well  say:  but,  setting  Blondel  out  of  the  question, 
who  is  a  Dorn  gentleman,  and  doubtless  of  high  ac- 
quirements, I  shall  never,  for  the  sake  of  your  Grace'a 
question,  look  on  a  minstrel,  but  I  shall  think  upon 
an  ass.'* 

"And  might  not  your  manners,"  said  Richard, 
"have  excepted  me,  who  am  a  gentleman  born  as 
well  as  Blondel,  and,  like  him,  a  guild-brother  of  the 
Joyeuse  science  7" 

Your  Qnce  should  rememl>er,"  said  De  Vauz, 
smiling,  "  that  'tis  uaeleas  asking  for  mannera  from  a 
mule.'* 

"Most  truly  spoken,"  sakl  the  King;  *'  and  an  ill- 
conditioned  animal  thou  art— But  come  hither,  master 
mule^  and  be  unloaded,  that  thou  mayst  get  thee  to 
thy  litter,  without  any  music  being  wasted  on  thee.— 
Mean  time  do  thou,  good  brother  of  Salisbury,  go  to 
our  consort's  tent,  and  tell  her  that  Blondel  haa 
arrived,  with  his  budget  fraught  with  the  newest  min- 
sirdsey— Bid  her  come  hither  instantly,  and  do  thou 
escort  her,  and  see, that  our  cousin,  E«dith  Plantage- 
net,  remain  not  behind." 

Hia  eye  then  rested  for  a  moment  on  the  Nubian, 
with  that  expression  of  doubtful  meaning,  which  his 
countenance  usually  displayed  when  he  looked  at  him. 
"  Ha,  our  silent  and  secret  messenger  returned  7— 
Stand  up,  slave,  behind  the  back  of  De  Neville^  and 
thou  shalt  hear  presently  sounds  which  will  make 
thee  bless  God  that  he  afflicted  thee  rather  with  dumb- 
ness than  deafness." 

.  So  saying,  he  turned  from  the  rest  of  the  company 
towards  De  Vaux,  and  plunged  instantly  into  the 
military  details  which  that  baron  laid  before  him. 

About  the  time  that  thu  Lord  of  Gilsland  had 
finished  his  audience,  a  messenger  announced  that 
the  Queen  and  her  attendants  were  approaching  the 
royal  tent.— "A  flask  of  wine,  hoi"  said  the  King 
"of  old  King  Isaac's  k>ng-saved  Cyprus,  wbn^h  we 
won  when  wo  stormed  Famagosta— fill  to  the  Jiout 
Lord  of  Gilsland,  gen  tkis— a  more  careful  and  laith- 
ful  servant  never  had  any  prince." 

"I  am  glad,"  said  Thomas  deVauz,  "that  your 
Grace  finds  the  mule  a  youthful  slave,  though  his  vowe 
be  less  musical  than  horse  hair  or  wire.'* 

"  What,  thou  canst  not  yet  dijascpt  that  quip  of  the 
mule  7"  said  Richard.  "  Wash  it  down  with  a  brim- 
ming flagon,  man,  or  thou  wilt  choke  upon  iL— W'ny, 
so— well  pulled  1— and  now  I  will  tell  thee,  thou  ait  a 
soklier  as  will  as  I,  and  we  must  brook  each  other ■ 
jests  in  the  hall,  as  each  other's  blows  in  the  tourney, 
and  love  each  other  the  harder  we  hit.  By  my  faith, 
if  thou  didst  not  hit  me  as  hard  as  I  did  thee  in  our 
late  encounter !  thou  gavest  all  rhy  wit  to  the  thrusL 
But  here  lies  the  difference  bi-twixt  thee  atid  BlondeL 
Thou  art  but  inv  comrade— I  might  say  my  pupil— in 
the  art  of  war;  "Blondel  is  my  master  in  the  science 
of  minstrelcey  and  music.  'To  iIut  I  permit  the  free- 
dom of  intimacy— to  him  I  must  do  nwcrence,  as  to 
my  superior  in  his  art.  Come,  man,  be  not  peeviih, 
but  rt'iiioin  and  hear  our  gk-e.'' 

"To  sec  your  Mnif.«»tv  in  such  cheerful  mood,"  icid 
the  I^rd  ot  Gilsland,  *'  by  my  faith,  I  tviuld  remain  tm 
Blondel  had  achieved  the  great  Romance  of  King 
Arthur,  which  lasts  for  three  days." 

"  Wc  will  not  tax  your  patience  so  deeply,"  said  the 
King.  "  But  sec,  yonder  glare  of  torches  wit  bone 
I  shows  that  our  consort  approaches— Away  to  rcosive 
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her,  man,  and  win  th>-»lf  prace  in  the  fairest  eyes  of 
Christendom.— Nay,  never  stop  to  adiust  ihjr  cloak. 
Seo,  ti^ju  hast  let  .NevilU*  cuiiie  Ixitween  the  wind  and 
the  tails  of  iliy  galley !"  .      .     «  , .    ^  .      ,   „ 

"  He  wan  nevi.T  before  me  m  the  field  of  bntilt*," 
said  Do  V^niix,  not  Kreniiy  plon.Mcd  to  aee  himself 
anticipated  by  the  moru  active  service  of  the  cham- 
berlnin. 

"Xo,  nfither  he  nor  any  on»^  went  before  thw  there, 
my  good  Tom  of  the  GillM,"  said  the  King,  "  unless  it 
"WIS  ourself  now  and  then." 

"  Ay,  my  lifi^\"  said  De  Vaux.  "and  let  us  do  jus- 
tice to  the  unfortiuiaie:— the  unhappy  Knight  of  the 
Ijeo|>anl  hath  been  Itcfore  me,  too.  at  a  season : 
for  look  you,  he  weighs  less  on  horseback,  and 
bo" 

"  Hush !"  said  the  King,  intcrnipting  him  in  a  pe- 
ramptory  tone—'*  not  a  woniof  hmi  .'"—and  instantly 
stepped  forward  to  greet  his  royal  consort:  and  when 
he  nnd  done  so,  bo  prcs4>nted  to  her  Hlonucl,  as  king 
of  minstrelsey,  and  his  masUT  in  the  gay  science.  Be- 
rengarin,  who  well  know  that  her  royal  husband's 
passion  for  yioetry  and  music  almost  eiiualled  his  ap- 
petite for  warlike  fame^  and  that  Blondel  was  his 
especial  fnvountu,  took  anxious  care  to  receive  htm 
with  all  the  flattering  distinctions  due  to  one  whom 
the  King  delightefl  to  hon<mr.  Yet  it  was  evident, 
that,  thrHigh  Blondel  made  suitable  returns  to  the 
comDliincnts  showered  on  hiin  something  too  abun- 
dantly by  the  royal  bcautv%  he  owned  with  deeper 
reverence  and  more  humble  gratitude  the  simple  and 
graceful  welcome  of  Rdith,  whose  kindly  grivting 
appeared  to  him,  perhaps,  sincere  ia  proportion  to  its 
brevity  and  simplicity. 

Botn  the  Queen  and  her  royal  husband  were  aware 
of  this  distinction,  and  RichanI,  seeing  his  consort 
somewhat  pit^iied  at  the  preference  assigiux]  to  his 
counn,  by  which  perhaps  he  himself  did  not  feel  much 
gratified,  said  in  the  hearing  of  both,— "We  min- 
strels, Berengaria,  as  thou  :uaysr  see  by  the  bearing 
of  otir  master  Blondel,  pay  more  reverence  to  a  seven> 
judge,  like  our  kinswoman,  than  to  a  kindly  partial 
friend,  like  thyself,  who  is  willing  to  take  our  worth 
upon  truBU" 

Edith  was  moved  bv  this  sareasm  of  her  royal 
kinsman,  and  hesitated  not  to  reply,  that,  "To  he  a 
harsh  and  severe  iudgo,  was  not  an  attribute  proper 
to  her  alone  of  all  the  Plantagenets." 

She  had  perhaps  said  more,  having  some  touch  of 
the  temper  of  that  house,  which,  denving  their  nimo 
and  cognisance  from  the  lowly  broom,  (Planta 
Genista,)  assume«l  as  an  emblem  of  humility,  were 
perhaps  one  of  the  proudest  families  that  ever  ruled 
in  England ;  but  her  eye,  when  kindling  in  her  replv, 
suddenly  caught  those  of  the  Nubian,  although  he 
endeavoured  to  conceal  himself  behind  the  nobles 
who  were  present,  and  she  sunk  upon  a  seat,  turning 
80  pale,  that  the  Q.uern  Berengaria  deemed  herself 
obliged  to  call  for  water  and  essences,  and  to  go 
through  the  other  cenrmonics  appropriate  to  a  lady's 
awooii.  Richard,  who  better  estimated  Edith's 
strength  of  mind,  caUed  to  Blondel  to  assume  his 
sent  and  commence  his  lay,  declaring  that  niinsirclsey 
was  worth  every  other  recipe  to  recall  a  Plantagenet 
to  life.— "  Sing  us,"  he  said,  "that  song  of  the 
Bloody  Vest,  of  which  thou  didst  formerly  give  me 
the  argument,  ern  1  left  Cyprus;  thou  must t)e perfect 
in  it  by  this  time,  or,  as  our  yeomen  say,  thy  bow  is 
broken." 

The  anxious  eye  of  the  minstrel,  however,  dwelt  on 
Edith,  and  it  was  not  till  he  observed  her  returning 
colour  that  he  obeyed  the  repeated  commands  of  the 
King.  Then,  accompanying  his  voice  with  the  harp, 
ao  as  to  grace,  but  yet  not  drown,  the  sense  of  what 
he  sung,  he  chanted  in  a  sort  of  recitative,  one  of  those 
ancient  adventures  of  love  and  knighthood,  which 
were  wont  of  yore  to  win  the  public  attention.  So 
soon  as  he  began  to  prelude,  the  insignificanr;e  of  his 
Ijernonal  nripvarance  seemed  to  disappear,  and  his 
<MMinlenance  L'lowed  with  energy  and  inspiration. 
His  full,  manly,  mellow  voice,  so  absolutely  under 
command  of  the  purest  taste,  thrilled  on  every  ear,  and 
to  every  heart.  Richard,  rejoiced  as  after  victory, 
wUod  out  the  appropriate  summons  for  silence, 


Lilrtm.  lords,  ia  bow  si  and  hal*. 
wlule  with  the  zeal  of  a  patron  at  once  and  a  pupil, 
hf  nmuig»-d  the  circle  around,  and  hu^hetJ  them  into 
»i!]p:iici-;  and  he  himself  sat  down  with  an  air  of  ex- 
piTtaiEim  and  interest,  nut  altogether  unruixed  with 
the  gravity;  uf  the  pn>fessed  cntic.  The  courtiets 
tijnii^  thtiir  eyes  on  the  King,  that,  they  miglit  be 
rt  nify  lo  trace  and  imitate  the  emotions  hisfraiures 
fihHijIr]  express,  and  Thomas  de  Vaux  yawneri  tre- 
iiiMichMi-ily,  as  one  who  submitted  unwillingly  to  a 
wrFjrLi»(tine  penance.  The  song  of  Blondel  was  of 
n>LLr8<.'  in  the  Norman  language;  but  the  verses  wbidi 
(oiluw,  express  its  meaning  and  its  manner. 

THE  BLOODY  VEST. 

'TwAfi  nrar  tho  Air  cit^  of  Bene  rent. 
WiiFTi  f  fit;  fun  WM  RPUinc  on  boiurii  and  b^nt, 
Atui  Itnif litii  wiffif  pn'iMirinf  in  h(t«r«fr  wid  tsat. 
Oil  ihHfiifr  of  iliH  Bapti4i'ii  tiinniament ; 
W|ktn  III  Lincoln  frtntn  a  Nlniilinc  fent, 
Wi<!i  sa^nuiii;  a  i>ace  by  a  (irincrsir  aent, 
Wnnrlrr'tl  thf  ramp,  and,  ^tilj  an  he  wrnt. 
Ifufuiri'vl  fur  tiic  CnfflJdiman.  TIiobum  a  ICenL 

Tnr  hjiih  |«  rsivd,  and  TartliAr  muat  fkrr, 
TiU  hr  findu  \u*  |ia%'ilion  nur  vlatrlf  nur  not— 
LitElr  fmvp  iron  and  ft^el  wa«  therp ; 
Atul.  a*  Iki'kinf  ihemin  lo  par  ariiiuTPt'a cue, 
U'liJi  hM  finowr  arm*  to  ttie  nhuuldera  bara, 

Tr..^  p I  knielit  with  lianinuer  aa<l  file  did  repair 

Tiv  iri&il  EliBl  to  morrow  niurtt  leehim  wvfir, 
Yor  Ljie  iioiiour  of  Uaint  John  and  hia  ladjr  feir. 

"  TlTui  iLvakii  my  ladf ,"  the  pac^  «aid  he, 
Am)  iii^  kiiiirht  Umi  lowly  both  head  arHi  knee, 
"  ffit«>  14  bmievpnt'*  PrinreM  ao  liifti  in  doitree, 
Ai>>j  UhMj  art  on  lowly  an  kiiirhi  may  well  be- 
ll ^  rtmL  Hitiild  rliiiib  mi  lofty  a  tn-«, 
nr  « purine  'urh  a  mil  ran  di\idea  her  tram  tliee, 
MupT  durr  MNDn  liifh  dcwd,  by  which  all  men  may  see 
Mm  ambiuon  u  bark'd  by  hi«  hie  diindrie. 

"  Tlhf  n'fiire  thai  itpeak*  my  lady,"  the  fair  pa^e  he  aid, 
Ana  the'  kniirht  lowly  louted  with  liand  and  with  head, 
''  Fhtit  avide  thf  |ro«Ml  armiHir  in  which  ihou  art  Had, 
And  lUm  thou  Ihia  wtwd  uf  Iter  ni|rbt-(fHir  iniUiid, 
r^pr  El  tL"iubi>rk  ofktctil.a  kirtle  of  Uireod : 
And  rhiirff,  tliud  atiirml,  in  the  ttHimament dread, 
A 1141  tiftM  M  thy  wont  i<  wliere  moat  bloi>d  ii  alied. 
Anil  bhnc  lioooor  away,  or  remain  with  the  dead.'* 

trntrnubM  in  hi«  look,  and  untroubled  in  hi*  breait. 
Ttip  kn^f  fittiie  wco'.t  hath  taken. and  reTeimitly  hath  ki«ed}- 
"  N*iw  Mc'^ivd  bo  the  moment^  the  mifMencer  tie  hle«tl 
M'jfJt  hnnitur'd  do  I  hold  me  in  my  lady'ahi^i  twIiRUt ; 
A[>h1  »aj  LNiU)  my  lady,  in  thi»  dear  nif  ht-weed  drrthi'd, 
To  i\v  t:H-'<t  armed  champion  1  will  nut  veil  my  crp«l ; 
iMii  i/l  live  and  boar  me  well  'tin  her  tnm  to  take  the  teat** 
UL-rv,  jifin  tlea,  end*  the  forenoat  fy  tie  of  the  lady  of  the  ■eedy 

"  Thou  hast  changed  the  measure  upon  ns  unawuci 
in  (hit t  lust  couplet,  mv  Blondd?"  said  the  King. 

"Most  true,  my  lord."  said  Blondel.  "I  rendered 
the  vcr»e8  from  the  Itaaan  of  an  old  harper,  whom  I 
met  in  0)1)018,  and  not  having  had  time  cither  m 
irnnslate  it  accurately,  or  commit  it  to  memory,  I  ira 
fain  [o  supply  gaps  in  the  music  and  the  versed  u  I 
can  uptm  the  spur  of  the  moment,  as  you  see  boors 
mirri  a  quickset  fence  with  a  fagot." 

"  Njty,  on  my  faith,"  said  the  Kins,  *'I  like  (hoe 
rartling  rolling  Alexandrines— methiriks  they  come 
mil  re  rwangingly  oft'  to  tho  music  than  that  briefer 
nieasiLire." 

"Roth  are  licensed,  as  is  well  known  to  your  Onet, 
answerf^d  Blondel. 

"Thev  are  so,  Blondel,"  said  Richard;  "j«C  ne- 
ihirtks  ihe  scene,  where  there  is  like  to  be  nditingi 
will  go  best  on  in  these  same  thundering  Alezaa- 
tlfini«,  which  sound  like  the  charge  of  caYalry; 
whij^  the  other  measure  is  but  like  the  sidelong  am* 
b!e  of  a  lady's  palfrey." 

''  It  Efhsll  be  as  your  Grace  pleases,"  replied  Blon 
del  nnd  began  again  to  prelude. 

"  Nay^  first  cherish  thy  fancy  with  a  cup  of  firnr 
Chios  wine,"  said  the  King;  "  and  hark  thee,  I  would 
havF  the«  fling  away  that  newfangled  restriction  of 
thine,  of  temimaiing  in  accurate  ajid  similar  rhymes. 
They  arc  a  constraint  on  thy  flow  of  fancy,  and  make 
thee  resemble  a  man  dancing  in  fetters." 

''Tht^  fetters  are  easily  flung  off,  at  least,"  said 
ni^nrlef,  again  sweeping  his  fingers  over  the  strinn 
as  one  who  would  rather  have  played  than  Usteneif  !• 
chdcjfim. 
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wh7  put  them  on.  man  T*   continued   the 

*  Wherefore  thrust  tny  genius  into  iron  brace- 
mnrvel  how  you  got  forward  at  all—I  am  mire 
I  not  have  been  able  to  compose  a  stanza  in 
liampuTi^d  measure." 

\tA  looked  down  and  busj^vl  himself  with  the 
>f  hi!%  harp,  to  hide  an  invohmtary  smile  which 
IT  his  features ;  but  it  escaped  not  Richard's 
Inn. 

my  faith,  thou  laugh'st  at  me.  Blondel,"  he 
and,  in  good  truth,  every  man  deserves  it, 
suiiips  to  ulny  the  master  when  he  should  be 
I;  but  w#;  kin^gct  bad  habitM  of  self-opinion. 
,  on  with  thy  lay,  dearest  Blondel— on  after 
vn  fashion,  better  than  aught  that  we  can 
though  we  must  needs  be  talking." 
el  resumed  the  lay;  bui|  as  extemporaneous 
tion  was  familiar  to  hmfi,  he  failed  not  to 
with  the  Kingfs  hints,  and  was  perhaps  not 
nI  to  show  with  how  much  ease  he  oould 
del  a  poem  even  while  in  the  act  of  rudtation. 

THE  BLOODY  VEST. 
Fyttb  Second. 

iRt>  fair  morrow  beheld  nllant  frat>— 

I  winninr  of  honour,  and  loiinf  or  leati^ 

R  liewinff  with  Akhiona^  and  aplinfering  of  atanM, 

ri  won  rlorv,  the  vanqtti«ti«d  won  rravea. 

1  knifht  there  fo«i|rht  bravely  and  well, 

tnn  arriomled  his  peiTS  to  excel. 

I  he  whoMo  armour  on  bodr  and  tweeit, 

e  wei-d  uf  a  dlmael  when  bound  for  Iter  retL 

pp  pome  dealt  liim  woondr  that  were  bloody  and  aore, 

I  Rv|i»rted  hip  pliirht,  and  forbore, 

M  ctnth  of  honoar^"  iher  Mid,  "and  I  trdw, 

knirlitiy  to  <iar  him  arhioviDir  hi«  vow." 

PriiK.-e.  fur  his  Hake,  bade  rlie  lounianMnt  oeaae, 

town  hid  warder,  tlie  trumpets  sunf  peace ; 

sdfrs  (le<*lare,  and  compotitors  yield, 

Kaight  of  die  Nif lit- fear  was  nrst  in  Uie  field. 

it  WAS  nifh,  and  tlie  mass  it  was  niftier, 

bre  the  fnir  Princess  low  Inated  a  squire, 

er'd  n  gannent  unsomily  to  view. 

ord  rut  and  spear-thrust,  all   liaek'd  and  pierced 

nitfh  : 

nd  all  tatief  d,  all  clotted  with  blood, 

n  ofllii'  lioraes,  with  dust,  and  wKli  mad. 

oint  of  Uiat  lady's  sraaJl  Anfcr,  I  weoo, 

e  related  on  spot  was  unsullied  aikd  clutn. 

cpfi  my  master.  Hir  Thomas  a  Knnt, 
lo  (tie  Princefs  of  fair  Benovent ; 
limbN  the  tall  tiv«>  has  won  right  to  the  fVuit, 
ms  fiii>  wide  tralf  should  prevail  in  his  suit; 
life'»  iiimnst  peril  Itie  prne  I  have  won. 
mu<i  ihe  faiili  of  my  mistress  be  siHiwn  : 
ho  pnmipis  knifhls  uo  such  danfiT  to  nm, 
icii  Ills  tnic  service  in  front  of  tiie  sun. 

re.*  Mv*  my  master. '  tlw  ferment  l'v«  wom. 

m  of  (hi>  Princess  to  duo  it  in  lam  : 

iini!  iiiid  it^i  rents  she  sliould  priM  it  the  morp, 

iliame  Mis  unsullied,  thunrh  crimsonM  with  fora.*  " 

P  blu»ird  the  Prmt^ess-  -yet  kiss'd  slie  and  pwss'd 

ls|>«>ttfd  robes  to  her  lips  and  lier  bmisL 

my  true  knisht,  diurch  aiid  cluunber  sliall  show, 

lta«  bUH)d  on  this  farmeot  or  no." 

1  it  was  time  for  tlie  nobles  to  pass, 
|in>rek«iion  lo  miniitter  and  mass, 
walk'il  the  Princess  in  purple  and  pall, 
UmkI  b'>»iiiearM  nif  htrobe  slie  wore  over  all ; 
in  th''  hull,  wliere  they  all  aat  at  dine, 
I  knell  to  her  father  and  proflbriHi  tlie  wine, 
ler  ni'li  rub<:s  and  state  jewels,  site  worn 
iplc  uiinjf-fnly  bedabbled  with  gore. 

If  whisiter'd  ladies,  as  wHI  you  may  think, 
fs  repiieil,  with  nod.  titter,  and  wink  : 
i>rinr(>.  hIio  in  anfer  and  stiame  had  look'd  down, 
letixtli  to  his  daurtiter,  and  sfioke  with  a  frown  ; 
ict*  ilii>u  hast  iHihlish'd  ihy  folly  and  (ruilt, 

•  with  thy  hand  for  tlie  blood  thou  liast  spilt ; 
or  your  boldness  you  t>oth  will  re|ieiit, 

I  wander  as  exiles  from  hir  Benovent" 

•poke  stout  Tliomas,  in  hall  where  lie  stood, 
d  anil  fn-ble  but  daunUvss  of  moi>d  ; 
od  iliai  I  lost  for  UiiB  daughter  of  thine, 
orfli  an  frvwly  as  fla!«k  fi^**"  its  wine ; 
r  my  sake  slie  brooks  |N>nanee  and  blame. 
Hiht  I  w  ill  save  her  (torn  sufn>rioir  and  kIuudo  : 
.  will  «Ih*  reek  of  thy  prince<lom  and  rent. 
Ail  lier,  in  Enfland,  tlie  Countess  of  KeutI" 

rmur  of  applause  ran  through  the  assembly, 
g  the  euBiiikQf  Bichoid  tumaeU;  whj  Joaded 


with  praises  his  fiivotirite  minstrel,  and  ended  by  m- 
senting  him  with  a  ring  of  considerable  value.  The 
Queen  hastened  to  distinguish  the  favourite  by  a  rich 
bract*let.  and  many  oi  the  nobles  who  wero  preseot 
followed  the  ro^ral  example. 

"  Is  our  cousm  Edith."  said  the  Kmg,  "  become  in 
sensible  to  the  sound  oi  the  harp  ahe  once  loved  }" 

**  She  thanks  Blondel  for  his  lay,"  replied  Edith, 
**  but  doubly  the  kindness  of  the  kiiiaman  who  sug- 
gested it." 

"Thou  art  angry,  cousin,"  said  the  Kingi  "angrv 
because  thou  hast  neard  of  a  woman  more  wayward 
than  thyself.  But  you  escape  me  not— I  will  walk  a 
space  homeward  with  you  towards  the  Queen's  pa- 
vilion—we  must  have  confen.>nce  together  ere  th« 
night  has  waned  into  morning." 

The  Queen  and  her  atienaants  m'ere  now  on  foot, 
and  the  other  Bursts  withdrew  from  the  royal  tenL 
A  train  with  blazing  torches,  and  an  escort  of  archen, 
awaited  Berengaria  without  the  pavilion,  and  she 
was  soon  on  Her  way  homcwardf.  Richard,  as  he 
had  proposed,  walketf  beside  his  kinswoman,  and 
compelled  her  to  accept  of  his  arm  as  her  support,  so 
that  they  could  speak  to  each  other  without  bong 
overheard. 

"What  answer,  then,  am  I  to  return  to  the  noble 
Soldan?"  said  Richard.  "The  Kings  and  Prinoea 
are  faUing  from  me,  Edith— this  new  quarrel  hath 
alienated  them  once  more.  I  would  do  something 
for  the  Holy  Sepulchre  by  composition,  if  not  by 
victory;  and  the  chance  of  my  doing  this  dependa, 
alas,  on  the  caprice  of  a  woman.  I  wonkl  lay  my 
single  spear  in  the  rest  against  ten  of  the  best  lances 
in  Christendom,  rather  than  argue  with  a  wilful 
wench,  who  knows  not  what  is  for  her  own  good.— 
What  answer,  coz,  am  I  to  return  to  tlic  Soldan  ?  It 
must  be  decisive." 

"  Tell  him,"  said  Ediili,  "  that  the  poorest  of  the 
Plantn^nets  will  rather  wed  with  misery  than  with 
niisl)ei|ef." 

"  Shall  I  say  with  Warery,  Edith  T  said  the  King— 
"  Methinks,  that  is  nearer  thy  thoughts." 

"There  is  no  room"  said  Edith,  "for  the  siispi« 
cion  you  so  grossly  insinuate.  Slavery  of  the  body 
might  have  been  pitied,  but  that  of  the  soul  i*  only 
to  be  despised.  Shame  to  thoe.  King  of  merry 
England!  Thou  hast  enthralled  both  the  limbs  and 
the  spirit  of  a  knight,  once  scarce  less  famed  thaa 
thyseC" 

Should  I  not  prevent  my  kinswoman  from  drink- 
ing poison,  by  sullying  the  vessel  which  contained  it, 
if  I  saw  no  other  means  of  disgusting  her  with  the 
fatal  liciuorl"  replied  the  King. 

"It  is  thyself,"  answered  Edith,  "  that  would  press 
me  to  drink  poison,  because  it  is  profTered  in  a  goklen 
chalice." 

"Edith."  ssid  Richard,  "I cannot  force  thy  resolu- 
tion ;  but  beware  you  shut  not  the  dour  which  Heaven 
opens.  The  hermit  of  Engaddi,  he  whom  Popes  and 
Councils  have  regarded  as  a  prophet,  hath  read  in  the 
stars  that  thy  marriage  shall  rt*concile  me  with  a 
fMWcrful  enemy,  and  that  thy  husband  shall  be  Chris^ 
tian.  leaving  thus  the  faireat  ground  to  hope,  that  the 
conversion  of  the  Soldan,  and  the  bringing  in  of  the 
sons  of  Ishmael  to  the  pale  of  the  church,  will  be  the 
ronst<)ut>nce  of  thy  wedding  with  Saladin.  Come, 
thou  must  make  some  sacri5ce  rather  than  mar  such 
happy  prospects." 

*  Men  may  sacrifice  rams  and  goats,"  said  Edith, 
"  but  not  honour  and  conscience.  I  have  heard  that 
it  was  the  dishonour  of  a  Christian  maiden  which 
brought  the  Saracens  into  Spain— the  shame  of  ano- 
ther IS  DO  likely  mode  of  expelling  them  from  Pales- 
tine." 

"  Dost  thou  call  it  shame  to  become  an  Empress  T 
said  the  King. 

"  I  call  it  shame  and  dishonour  to  profame  a  Cbns 
tian  sacrament,  by  enterinc  into  it  with  an  infidel 
whom  it  cannot  bind ;  and  I  rail  it  foiil  dishonour, 
that  I,  tlie  descendant  of  a  Christian  princessL  should 
become  of  free-will  the  head  of  a  liaram  of  Heathen 
concubines." 

"  Well,  kinswoman,"  sakl  the  King.  aD<T  a  paosei, 
"I  must  not  gusnel  with  cbecb  Ihouipi  I  ibiu  thf 
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dependeflt  condition  might  have  dictated  more  com- 
piianre." 

"  My  licRe,"  replied  Edith,  "  your  Grace  hath  wor- 
thily; succeeded  to  all  the  wealth,  dignity,  and  do- 
minion of  the  Hou!*^  of  Planta;;irnct,— do  not,  there- 
fore, bos;niJi;e  your  poor  kinswoman  some  small 
shaniof  thfirprule." 

"  By  my  faith,  wench,"  said  the  King,  "  thon  hast 
unhonK.fi  me  with  that  very  word !  so  we  will  kiss 
and  be  frii;n<lfl.  I  will  pn'scnily  despatch  thy  answer 
to  Saladin.  Kut  after  nil,  cox.  were  it  not  better  to 
8usi)end  your  answer  till  yoa  have  seen  him  7  Men 
sav  he  is  pro-euiinently  handsome." 

"  There  is  no  chance  of  our  meeting,  my  lord,"  said 
Edith. 

"  Bv  Saint  Gwrcro,  hut  there  is  n«xt  to  a  certainty 
of  it,'^  said  the  King;  '*for  Saladin  will  doubtk-ss 
afibrd  ua  a  free  field  for  the  doing  of  this  new  battle 
of  tlie  Standard,  and  will  witness  it  himself.  BiTen- 
garia  is  wild  to  bifhold  it  also,  and  1  dare  be  sworn 
not  a  feather  of  you,  her  companions  and  attendants, 
will  remain  behind— least  of  all  thou  thyself,  fair  coz. 
But  come,  we  hnve  r»>achod  the  pavilion,  and  must 
part — not  in  unkindness  thougli — nay,  thou  must 
seal  it  with  thv  lip  as  well  as  thy  hand,  sweet  Edith 
—it  is  my  right  as  a  sovereign  to  kiss  my  pretty 
vassals." 

He  embraced  her  respectfully  and  affectionately, 
and  returntitl  through  the  moonlight  camp,  huniininz 
to  himself  such  snatches  of  Blonders  lay  as  he  could 
recollect. 

On  his  arrival,  he  lost  no  time  in  making  up  his 
despatches  for  Saladin,  and  delivered  them  to  the 
Nubian,  with  a  charge  to  set  out  by  peep  of  day  on 
his  return  to  the  Soldan. 


CHAPTER  XXVII. 

We  hemprl  the  Teobir,— «o  thews  Arabf  call 
'I'lieir  «hout  ofmwt,  wltcu.  with  loud  accloian, 
Tbejr  ctwllens«  lieaveo  to  give  Ihem  victorr. 


On  the  subsequent  morning,  Richard  was  invited 
to  a  cimference  by  Phihp  of  France,  in  which  the 
latter,  with  manv  expressions  of  his  high  estc^'m  for 
his  brother  of  England,  communicated  to  him,  in 
terms  extremely  courteous,  but  too  explicit  to  l>e  mis- 
understood, his  positive  intention  to  return  to  Europe, 
and  to  the  cares  of  his  kingdom,  as  entirely  despair- 
ing of  future  success  in  their  undertaking,  with  their 
diminished  forces  and,  civil  discords.  Richard  re- 
mon.<>trated,  but  in  vain ;  and  when  the  conference 
ended,  he  received  without  surprise  a  manifesto  from 
the  Duke  of  Austria,  and  several  other  princes,  an- 
nouncing a  resolution  similar  to  that  of  Philip,  and 
in  no  modified  tenns,  assigning,  for  their  defection 
from  the  cause  of  the  Cross,  the  inordinate  ambition 
and  arbitrary  domination  of  Richard  of  Englatid. 
All  hopes  of  continuing  the  war  with  any  prospect  of 
ultimate  success,  were  now  abandoned,  anil  Richard, 
while  he  shed  bitter  tears  over  his  disappointed  hopes 
of  glory,  was  little  consoled  by  the  recollection,  that 
the  failuiv  was  in  some  degree  to  be  imputed  to  the 
advantages  which  he  had  given  his  enemies  by  his 
own  hastv  and  imprudent  temper. 

"They  had  not  dared  to  have  deserted  my  father 
thus,"  he  said  to  De  V^aux,  in  the  bitterness  of  his  re- 
•eniment.— "No  slanders  they  could  have  uttertwl 
asainst  so  wise  a  king  would  nave  been  hf.'lieved  in 
Christendom ;  wherwa.«i,— fool  that  I  am  !— I  have  not 
only  aflorded  them  a  pretext  for  deserting  me,  hut 
even  a  colour  for  casting  all  the  blame  of  the  rupture 
upon  my  unhappy  foibles." 

These  thoughts  were  so  deeply  gaUing  to  the  King, 
that  De  Vaux  was  rejoiced  when  the  arrival  of  an 
ambassador  from  Saladin  turned  his  retleciions  into 
«  different  channel. 

This  new  envoy  was  an  Emir  much  respected  by 
Ihe  Soldan,  whose  name  was  Abdallah  cl  Hadiri.  He 
derivpd  his  descent  from  the  family  of  ilie  Prophet, 
and  the  race  or  tribe  of  Hashem.  in  witness  of  which 
ty  he  wore  a  green  turban  of  Urge  dimen- 
Itf  had  olflo  three  timea  peiidnned  the  journey 


to  Mecca,  from  which  he  derived  his  epithet  of  El 
Hadgi,  or  llie  Pilgrim.  Notwithstanding  these  Tsri- 
ous  pretentions  to  sanctity.  Abdallah  was  Ubr  an 
Arab)  a  botm  companion,  \vno  enjoyed  a  merry  tale^ 
and  laid  af*idc  his  gravity  so  far  as  to  (jnaff  a  olithe 
Hagon,  whin  sorrecy  ensured  him  against  scandal. 
He  was  likewme  a  statesman,  whuao  abilities  had 
been  ll^«ed  by  Saladin  in  various  n«>gotiatioD8  with 
the  Chrij)tinn  Princes,  and  particuTarly  with  Richard, 
10  whom  El  Hadgi  was  personally  known  and  ac- 
ceptable. Animatnl  by  the  cheerful  acquiesceoos 
with  which  the  envoy  of  Saladin  ntlbnied  a  fair  field 
for  the  combat,  a  safe  conduct  for  all  wbo  might 
ehoo.se  to  witness  it,  and  ofTt'red  his  own  person  as  a 
guaraniit)  of  his  fid(>lity,  Richard  soon  forgot  bis  dis- 
appointed hoi)es,  and  the  approaching  disaolutioo  of 
the  (!Jhristian  league,  in  the  interesting  discuaaoni 
pri'ccding  n  combat  in  tlie  lists. 

The  station,  calkxi  the  Diamond  of  the  Deacrt,  WM 
assigned  for  the  place  of  conflict,  as  being  nearly  at 
an  equal  distance  betwixt  tlieChnJ>tian  and  Saracen 
camps.  It  was  aureed  that  Cotirade  of  3Tontsemt. 
the  defendant,  with  his  godfathers,  the  .Archduke of 
.Austria  and  the  Ornnd  Master  of  the  Templara^ 
should  ai»rx'ar  there  on  the  day  fixitl  for  the  ci>raba!, 
with  a  hundred  ar:lu^i  followers,  and  no  more;  dial 
Richard  of  England,  and  his  brother  Salisbury,  wiio 
s«U)p()rtr-d  the  aci.'usation,  should  attend  with  the  same 
iiiiniber,  to  protirt  his  champion ;  and  that  the  Sol- 
dan rihould  bring  with  him  a  guard  of  five  bundmi 
chosen  followers,  a  band  considered  as  not  more  tbio 
equal  to  the  tw(»  hnmlred  Christian  l»nc«>s.  Such 
persons  of  consideration  as  either  party  chose  to 
mviie  to  witnes.<4  the  contest,  were  to  wear  no  otho 
weapons  than  their  swonis,  and  to  come  without  (i^ 
fcnsive  armour.  The  Soldan  undertrx>k  the  prepan- 
tion  of  the  lists,  and  to  provide  aceommodaUonsand 
refreshments  ot  every  kind  for  all  who  were  to  aaui 
at  the  solemnity;  and  his  letters  expressed,  with 
much  courtesy,  the  pleasure  which  he  anticipated  ia 
the  prosi>ret  of  a  p<>r9onaI  and  peacefid  meeting  with 
the  Mclcch  Ric,  and  his  anxious  desire  to  renowr  bis 
reception  as  agreeable  as  possible. 

All  preliminaries  being  arranged,  and  communi- 
cated to  the  defendant  and  his  godfathers,  Abdallah 
the  Hadgi  was  admitted  to  a  more  private  interritw, 
where  he  heanl  with  delight  the  strains  of  Blondel 
Having  first  carefully  put  his  green  turban  out  of 
sight,  and  assumed  a  Greek  cap  in  its  steQd,he,ie> 
quited  the  Norman  minstrel's  music  with  a  drinking 
song  from  the  Persian,  and  qua(Ied  a  hearty  flama 
of  Cyprus  wine,  to  show  that  his  practice  rDaidbed 
his  principles.  On  the  tiext  day,  grave  and  sober  ai 
the  water-drinker  Mirglip,  he  bent  his  brow  to  the 
ground  before  8aladin*s  footstool,  and  rendered  ta 
the  Soldan  an  account  of  his  embassy. 

On  they  day  before  that  appointeii  for  the  combat, 
Conradc  and  his  friends  set  off  bv  daybreak  to  re- 
pair to  the  place  assigned,  and  Rkrhanl  left  the  camp 
at  the  same  hour,  and  for  the  same  purpose;  but, 
as  hud  been  agreed  upon,  he  took  his  journey  bf  a 
different  route,  a  precautkin  whic4i  had  been  judged 
necessary,,  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  a  quarrel  be- 
twixt their  armed  attendants. 

The  good  King  himself  was  in  no  humour  for  quar- 
relling with  any  one  Nothing  could  have  added  to 
his  pleasurable  anticipations  of  a  desperate  and 
bloody  combat  in  the  lists,  except  his  being  in  hia 
own  n)yal  pcr.^n  one  of  the  combatants;  and  he 
was  half  in  charity  again  even  with  Conrade  of  Mont- 
scrrat.  Lightly  armed,  richly  dressed,  apd  gay  as  a 
bridegroom  on  the  eve  of  bis  nuptials,  Richard  cara- 
coled along  by  the  side  of  Queen  Bercngaria'e  litter, 
pointing  out  to  her  the  various  scenes  thrutigh  which 
they  passed,  and  cheering  with  tale  and  eong  the 
bosom  of  the  inhospitable  wilderness.  The  former 
route  of  the  Queen's  pilgrimage  to  Engnddi  had  been 
on  the  other  side  of  tne  chain  of  mountains,  ao  that 
the  ladies  were  strangers  to  the  scencrv  of  the  desert; 
and  though  Berengnna  knew  her  husbamrs  dispoei- 
tion  too  well  not  to  endeavour  to  seem  interested  in 
what  he  was  pleased  either  to  savor  to  sing,  shocoukl 
not  help  indulging  some  female  feara  when  ehe  foond 
heraelf  in  the  bowling  wikkrnew  with  ao  amail  n 
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t,  which  wemed  nlmowt  like  a  moving;  speck  on 
(hf  busum  of  the  plnin,  and  knew,  at  the  i*nme  time, 
they  weru  not  so  dii^itnat  from  ihi^  camp  of  Saiadin 
but  what  they  nii^hi  he  in  a  moment  siirpri^x-d  and 
swept  ott'  by  an  ovorpowerinj;  hnM  of  hia  fiery-foott-d 
cavalry,  should  tlw;  Pai;nn  ))e  faithlL-ss  enou^fi  to  em- 
brace un  oppurtimity  ifius  tempting.  Biii  when  she 
hinted  the  suspicions  to  Richard,  he  repelled  them 
with  displeasure  and  disdain.  *'It  were  worse  than 
iouatitude,"  ht:  said,  "  to  doubt  the  good  faith  of  the 
'  smeruus  Soldan." 

Vet  the  same  doubts  and  fcnrs  recurred  more  than 
«nce,  not  to  the  tinmi  mind  of  the  Queen  alf>ne^  hut 
to  the  lirnier  and  more  candid  soul  of  Edith  Planta- 
eenct,  who  had  no  such  confidence  in  the  faiili  of  (he 
Jfosiein  as  to  render  her  perfectly  at  east*  when  so 
much  in  their  |>ower;  and  her  surprise  had  been  far 
less  than  her  tem>r,  if  the  des(>rt  around  had  suddenly 
mounded,  with  the  shout  of  Alia  hu!  and  a  hand 
of  Arab  cavalry  had  pounced  on  them  like  vultures 
on  iheir  prey.  Nor  were  these  suspieions  lesseni-d, 
when,  us  evoninf;  approached,  they  were  aware  of  a 
flUffle  Arab  horseman,  distinguished  by  his  turhan 
and  ions  lance,  hovenn|E(on  theedgi'of  a  small  emi- 
nence like  a  hawk  poised  in  the  air,  and  who  instantlv, 
on  the  appearance  of  the  royal  retmue,  darted  off  with 
the  sftecd  of  the  same  bird,  when  it  shoots  down  the 
wind  and  disappears  from  the  h(»n7.on. 

*'  We  must  be  ne:jr  the  slalioiu"  said  King  Richard  ; 
"  and  yonder  cavalier  is  one  of  Saladin's  ouii>osi8— 
tiietliinks  I  hear  the  noise  of  the  Moorish  horns  and 
cymbals.  Get  you  into  order,  my  hearts,  and  form 
yourat-lvee  around  the  ladies  soldierlike  and  iirudv." 

As  he  8)x>ke,  each  knight,  squire,  and  archer, 
hastily  clixied  in  upon  hisappointcd  CTound,  and  they 
proceeded  in  the  most  compact  order,  which  made 
their  numbers  appear  still  smaller;  and  to  say  the 
truth,  though  there  might  be  do  fear,  there  was 
anxii*ty  as  well  as  curiosity  in  the  attention  with 
whidi  they  listened  to  the  wild  bursts  of  Moorish 
music,  which  came  t^'er  and  anon  more  distinctly 
from  the  quarter  in  which  the  Arab  horseman  had 
been  seen  Ut  disappear. 

De  V'anz  spoke  in  a  whisper  to  the  King—"  Were 
it  not  well,  my  liege,  to  send  a  page  lo  the  top  of  that 
•and-bank'?  Or  would  it  stand  with  your  plensuf 
that  I  prick  forwani '!  Methinks,  by  all  vonder  flash 
and  clang,  if  there  hmo  more  than  five  hundred  men 
beyond  the  sand-hills,  half  of  the  Soldan's  n^tinuc 
must  be  dr uouners  and  cymbal-tosscrs.— Shall  I  spur 
onr 

The  baron  had  checked  his  horse  with  the  bit,  and 
was  just  about  to  strike  him  with  the  sours,  when 
the  King  exclaimed— '*  Not  for  the  worM.  Such  a 
caution  would  express  sus[)icion,  and  could  do  little  to 
prevent  surprise^  whiclt,  however,  I  apprehend  not." 

Tlit^V  advanee<l  ar<:ordingIy  in  cIoh*  and  firm  or- 
der till  they  surmounted  the  line  of  low  sand-hills, 
and  cnme  in  sight  of  the  appointed  station,  wlun  a 
qjlendid,  but  at  the  same  Ume  a  startling  spectacle, 
awaited  them. 

The  Diamond  of  the  Desert,  so  lately  a  solitary 
fountain,  distingniiKhi^  only  amid  the  waste  hy  soli- 
tary groups  of  pulm-tru's,  was  now  the  centre  of 
an  trncampmenl,  the  embroideretl  flags  and  gddcd 
omament.<»  of  which  glittered  far  and  wide,  nml  rr- 
flectcd  a  thousand  rich  tints  against  the  setting  sun. 
The  e«jvering«  of  the  large  pavilions  were  of  tiie 
Knyest  colours,  scarlet,  bright  yellow,  pale  blue,  :ind  ] 
other  f^aiidy  and  gleaming  hues,  and  the  tofis  of  ihrir  i 
pillars,  or  teni-poUw,  were  di'cornted  with  goldrn 
pomej^ranates,  and  small  silken  t^ags.    But,  liesiiies  i 
these  dis tin ginshef I  pavilions,  there  were,  what  Tho-  I 
mas  de  Vaux  considered  as  a  portentous  number  of 
the  ordinary  black  ten  is  of  the  Arab^  being  suilieient,  I 
ns  he  conceived,  to  accommodate,  according  to  the  ' 
Eastern  fashion,  a  host  of  five  thousand  men.    A 
number  of  Arabs  and  Curds,  fully  corn;sponding  to  i 
the  extent  of  the  encampment,  were  hastily  asseni- 
biinfc  each  leading  his  horse  in  his  hand,  and  their 
muster  was  accompanied  by  an  astonishing  clamour  I 
of  their,  noisy  instruments  of  martial   music,    hy 
which,  in  all  ages,  the  warfare  of  the  Arabs  has  j 
hem  auimaUid.  | 


They  soon  formed  a  deep  and  confused  mau  of 
dismounted  cavalry  in  front  of  their  encampment, 
when,  at  the  signal  of  a  shrill  cry,  which  aro.^e  high 
over  the  clangour  of  the  music,  each  cavalier  sprung 
to  his  saddle.  A  cloud  o(  dust,  arising  at  the  mo- 
ment of  this  mancpuvrcf  hid  from  Richard  and  bis 
attendants  the  camp,  the  ]>alin-trees,  and  the  distant 
ridge  of  mountains,  as  well  as  the  troops  whose  sud- 
den movement  had  raised  the  cloud,  and,  ascending 
high  over  thi-ir  heads,  former!  itself  into  the  fantastic 
forms  of  writhed  pillars,  domes,  and  minarets.  An- 
other shrill  yell  was  heard  fn>ni  the  bosimi  of  this 
cloudy  tabernacle.  It  was  the  signal  for  the  cavalry 
to  advance,  which  they  did  at  full  gallop,  disj>osing 
themselves  as  they  came  forwarrl,  so  as  to  come  in  at 
once,  on  the  front,  flanks,  and  rear,  of  Richard's  little 
bodv-guard,  who  were  thus  surrounded,  aud  almost 
choked,  by  the  dense  clouds  of  dust  envelooingtheni 
on  each  side,  through  which  were  sl^u  aliernntely, 
and  lost,  the  grim  forms  and  wild  faces  of  the  Sara- 
cens, brandishing  and  to^sing  their  lances  in  every 
possible  direction,  with  the  wildest  cries  and  halloos, 
and  frequentlv  only  reining  up  their  hors<.-s  when 
within  a  spi*ar*s  length  of  the  ChriMians,  while  those 
in  the  rear  discharged  over  the  heads  of  both  parties 
thick  volleys  of  armws.  One  of  these  struck  the  litter 
in  which  the  Queen  was  s^Miied,  who  loudly  screamed, 
and  tht:  red  spot  was  (m  Richard's  brow  in  an  instant. 

"Ha!  Saint  George,"  he  exclaimed,  "wcmust 
lake  some  order  with  this  infidel  scum !" 

But  Edith,  whose  litter  wat*  near,  thrust  her  heod 
out.  and  with  her  hand  holding  one  of  the  shafts, 
exclaimed,  "  Royal  Richard,  beware  what  you  do ! 
see,  these  arrows  are  headless!" 

"Noble,  Sensible  wench!"  exclaimed  Richard; 
"  by  Heaveti,  thou  shamest  us  all  by  thy  readiness 
of  thought  and  eye.— Be  not  movi-d,  my  English 
hearts,"  he  exclaimetl,  to  his  followers—"  tlieir 
arrows  have  no  heads— and  their  spears,  l(»o,  lack 
their  steel  points.  It  is  but  a  wild  welcome,  after 
their  savage  fashion,  though  doubtless  they  would 
rejoice  to  see  us  daunted  or  disturbed.  Move  on- 
wani,  slow  and  steady." 

The  little  phalanx  moved  forward  occordingly,  ac- 
companied on  all  sides  by  the  Arabs,  with  the  shrillest 
and  most  piercing  cries,  the  liowmen,  meun  while, 
displaying  their  agility  by  shooting  as  near  the  crests 
of  the  Christians  as  was  poshible,  without  actually 
hitting  them,  while  the  lancers  chartji.'d  each  other 
v.'ith  such  rude  blows  of  their  blunt  weapons,  tliat 
more  than  one  of  them  lost  his  saddle,  and  well  nigh 
his  life,  in  rhis  rough  sp<jrt  All  this,  though  designed 
to  express  welcome,  had  rather  a  doubtful  appearance 
in  the  eye><  of  the  Europeans. 

As  they  had  advance<l  nearly  halfway  towards  the 
camp,  KmgRicbnrd  and  his  suite  forming,  as  it  were, 
the  nucleus  round  which  this  tumultuary  body  ol 
horsemen  howled,  whoo(»ed,  skirmished,  ami  galloped, 
creaiing  a  scene  of  indescribable  confusion,  another 
shrill  cry  was  heard,  on  which  all  thcs<'  irregulars, 
who  were  on  the  front  and  ui>on  the  flanks  of  the 
little  body  of  Fluroneans,  wheeled  ofH  and  forming 
themselves  into  a  long  and  d»^-p  column,  followed 
with  comparative  order  and  silence  in  the  rear  of 
Richard's  troor>.  The  dust  began  now  to  dissipate  in 
their  front,  when  there  advanced  to  meet  ihem, 
through  that  elowiy  veil,  a  body  of  tavalry  of  a  dif- 
ferent and  more  rei2ul a r  description,  completely  armed 
with  offensive  and  defensive  weapons,  and  who  might 
well  hav(!  served  as  a  body-guard  to  the  proudest 
of  Eastern  monarchs.  This  splendid  tnH)p  consisted 
of  five  hundred  men,  and  each  horse  which  it  con- 
tained was  worth  an  earl's  ransom,.  The  riders  wero 
Georgian  and  (l^ircassian  slaves  in  the  very  prime 
of  life  \  their  helmets  and  haubi.Tks  were  formt^i  of 
steel  nngs,  so  bright  that  they  shone  like  silver; 
their  vestures  were  of  the  gavest  colours,  and  some 
of  cloth  of  gold  and  silver ;  the  sashes  were  twisted 
with  silk  and  gold,  their  rich  tuibans  were  plumed 
ond  jewelc-d,  and  their  subres  and  wmiards,  of  Dama- 
scene steel,  were  adorned  with  gold  and  gems  on  hilt 
and  scabbard. 

This  splendid  array  advanced  to  the  sound  of  mili 
tary  muatic,  and  when  they  met  the  Chriatiasi  lyyU* 
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they  opened  their  files  to  the  riprht  ami  left,  nnrl  let  I  "That  may  Allft  prohibit  V*  Mid  Salndin.  '^tince 
thefn  enter  hetwecri  ihcir  rank^  Rirluini  now  as- !  not  an  Arab  lfM)kH  on,  who  would  not  think  it  thanw 
nimrd  the  foremost  plnce  in  his  (roup,  nwnre  thnti  to  tho  nohlc  ladi(«  to  be  tfeen  with  their  faces  un- 
iiSnlaclin  hiiniklf  \v.i«  approaching.    Nor  wris  il  lonjr    covrr*'rl." 

whi.'ii,  in  the  cciiirr  <il  hin  liody-^iiani,  fmrToiinditl '  "Thoii  shalt  w^e  them,  then,  in  private,  my  royil 
by  his  domciHiir  otiic'f/rs,  mid  thosM*  hidi-ous  nc^nu'M    brother/'  an»<vver*'<!  Richard. 

whogiiarti  the  Kasioni  haram,  and  who^e  iniFshaj>en  "To  what  punwsrj  7"  answered  Saladin,  moam- 
foruis  w«;ro  n*ndi.n'd  yet  more  frightful  by  ih«*  rirh -  fully.  "  Thy  last  l«tter  was,  to  the  hopes  whiek 
ne.«««  of  thrir  airire.  caiuc  the  Solnnn,  with  the  look  I  harl  rntertninttl,  like  water  to  fire:  and  wheie* 
and  manm-nn  uf  oiin  on  whose  bruw  Nature  iiad  '  f(»ri.'  should  I  again  light  o  flame,  which  may  ill* 
writ  If  11,  This  iy  a  King  I  In  iiin  snow-white  turban,  ,  d«-d  ronsuino,  but  cannot  cheer  me?-7Bui  witt 
vest,  and  wide  K.aHii?rn  trowsi-rs,  wirariii?  u  nash  of'  not  my  brothiT  pass  to  the  tent  which  his  serraot 
acnrlot  silk,  without  any  other  ornani«.-iit,  Saladin  I  hath  pn-parod  for  him  ?  My  princroal  black  t\vn 
miLtht  have  sr-fuiu'd  the  plainesi  drcti«(tl  man  in  \m  \  hath  taken  order  for  the  reception  oi  the  Princestei 
own  ;:ii:tnl.    Kut  closer  m.speciion  diwernod  in  his  '  -the  officers  of  mv  household  will  attend  yoar  foi> 


turban  that  ine<iiiuable  pein,  which,  wan  e.-illed  by 
the  poets,  the  Sea  of  Iii;;lit;  the  diamond  on  whicti 
his  signet  wasensnived.und  which  he  won;  in  a  ring, 


lowers,  and  oursel^  will  be  the  chamberlain  of  dit 
rinal  Richarrl." 
He  ird  the  way  accordingly  to  a  splendkl  pavi- 


his signet  was en^nived,  unci  winch  tic  wontm  a  nng,  He  hd  the  way  accordingly  to  a  splendid  pavi- 
was  probably  worrh  all  ihi?  jewels  of  the  English  lion,  when?  was  ever>'  thing  that  royal  'uxnry  coiikt 
crown,  and  a  sapphire,  which  terminateti  the  hilt  of ,  devimr.  I)e  Vaux,  who  was  in  attendance,  th« 
his  canjiar,  wa.M  not  of  much  inferior  value.  It  should  .  removed  the  chapt^e.  icapa,)  or  lon^  riding-cloak 
lie  added,  that  to  proteiM  hint  from  thf  dust,  which,  yvliich  Richanl  woiv,  and  he  stood  DeCore  Saiedn 
in  the  vicinity  of  tlie  Dcail  S(>a,  n>seuible.<«  the  finest !  in  the  close  6re!t»  which  showed  to  advantaj^  th» 
ashes,  or,  perhaps  out  of  Oriental  pride,  the  Soldaii ,  stn-ngth  and  symmetry  of  his  pers<ia.  while  K  bait 


wore  a  son  of  veil  attached  to  his  turban,  which 
partly  ob<irurid  the  vi«'w  of  his  noble  ft-atures.  He 
rode  a  milk  white  .Arabian,  which  bon;  him  as  if  con- 
scious and  proud  of  bin  noble  burden. 

There  was  no  need  of  farther  introduction.  The 
two  heroic  monarr.hs.  for  such  they  both  W(?re,  threw 
theniM'lves  at  once  from  horsehack,  and  the  tnN>ps 
halting  and  the  music  suddenly  censing,  chey  ad- 
vanced to  mwt  ea<*h  other  in  profound  silence,  and, 
after  a  courteous  inclination  on  either  tide,  they  em- 
bracL^l  as  brethn'n  and  equals.  The  pomp  and  dis- 
play upon  l)oth  sifles  attracted  n(»  farther  notice— no 
one.  saw  au/ht  save  Richard  and  Saladin,  and  they 
too  beheld  nothing  but  each  other.  The  Kioks  with 
which  Richard  sur\'eyed  Saladin,  were,  however, 
more  intenilv  curious  than  those  which  the  S<)Mari 


a  strong  contrast  to  the  flowing  robes  which  < 
giiiwd  the  thin  frame  of  the  Eosfem  monarHL  It 
was  Richard's  twchhanded  sword  that  chiefly  al- 
(raeied  the  attention  of  the  Saracen,  a  broad  straight 
bladfj,  the  seemingly  unwieldy  length  of  which  ex- 
tenried  well  nigh  from  the  shoulder  lo  the  heel  of  iha 
wearer. 

"  Had  I  not,*'  said  Saladin.  "'  seen  this  blind 
flaming  in  the  front  of  battle,  like  that  uf  AzraeL 
I  had  sean'c  believed  that  human  arm  couM  wjptf 
il.  Might  I  rcfiiiest  to  scxj  the  ]tfel«^h  Rie  smka 
onv  hlow  with  it  in  peace,  and  in  pure  tnal  of 
strength  ?" 

"Willingly,  nobli-  Saladin,"  answered  Richiid; 
anri  lookint:  around  for  something  whereon  toei^rciiB 

..-.,.   .._ _ his  Kirengtii,  he  saw  n  stt>cl  niaec,  held  by  one  ul  the 

fi.xtHJ  lii^on  him ;  and  the  Soldan  also  was  the  first  to  ,  attcnduni.s  the  hamlle  being  of  the  same  metal  and 


bn^nk  silenir.  I  at»out  an  inch  and  a  half  in  diameter— this  hcpiaoed 

"The  .Mciech  Ric  is  welcome  to  Saladin  as  water  '  on  a  bliK-k  of  wo<xl. 
to  this  tlcsert !  I  trust  he  hath  no  distrust  of  this  j  Tin- anxi«-ty  of  DeVau.x  for  his  masters  honoor 
numerous  array  ?  Excepting  the  arminl  slaves  of  my  '  led  liirii  lo  whispt-r  in  Kiiglish— "  For  the  blessed  Vi^ 
hou.schold,  thos4>  who  surnHind  you  wiih  eye.sof  won-  gin's  sake,  be  wan*  what  yon  attempt,  my  liege!  Your 
der  and  of  weleoine,  are, ewn  the  huiiiblist  of  them,  j  full  strength  is  not  as  yet  returnea—give  no  triumiib 
the  privilegeil  nobles  of  my  thousand  triU>s;  for  who    to  iht;  infidel." 

that  could  claim  a  titit:  to  l>e  present,  would  n.Miiain  at        "  Peace,  fool  f  said  Richard,  standing  firm  on  hit 
home  when  £<uch  a  Prince  was  to  be  se(*n  as  Ridiard,  .  grounrl,and  castinsa  fierce  glanct*  anmiul — "thinkcst 
with  ihe  terrors  (»f  whose  name,  even  on  thi>  sands  of  i  tli'Ni  that  f  can  fail  in  /us  presenix;  ?" 
Yemen,  the  nurs<;  stills  her  child,  and  the  free  Arab       T\w  glittering  broadsword,  wii.Ided  hy  hoik  hit 
aubdues  his  restive  sv.vd  f  ,       !  hands,  r*m}  alolft  to  the  King's  left  Hhoiiider,  ciickd 

"And  tlie>«e  are  all  nobles  of  Arabv?*'  said  Rich-  '.  roumi  his  head,  deset.'ndcd  with  the  sway  of  soma 
ard,  looking  aiound  on  wihl  forms  with  their  p<>i- !  terrific  engine,  and  the  bar  of  iron  rolled  on  tha 
sons  covend  with  haicks,  their  wnintenance  swart 
with  the  sunlK'aiiis,  their  teeth  as  white  as  ivory, 
their  black  eyes  glancing  willi  fierce  amj  prv'ierna- 
tural  lustre  from  under  the  shade  of  their  turbans, 
and  their  dress  being  in  general  simple!,  even  to 
meanness. 

"They  claim  such  rank,"  said  Saladin;  "but  though 
numerous,  they  an?  wiihin  the  conditions  of  the  treaty, 
and  bear  no  arms  hut  the  sabre—even  the  iron  of  their 
lances  is  left  behind.'' 

"  I  fear,"  louitered  De  Vaux  in  English,  "  ihey 
have  left  them  when.'  thev  can  be  sewn  found.~A 
moat  flourishing  House  of  l^eers,  I  confess,  and  would 
find  Wcstminster-Hall  something  too  narrow  for 
them." 

"Hush,  De  Vaux,"  said  Richarrl,  "I  command 
the*.-.— "iXtible  Saladin,"  he  said,  "  suspicion  and  thou 
cannot  exist  on  the  same  gnuind.— Sirst  thou," 
ixjinting  to  ilie  litters— "I  Kk)  have  bmuKht  scmie 
champions  with  inc,  though  armed,  wrhap.-H.  in  hrt>ach 
of  agreement,  for  bright  eyes  ana  fair  features  are 
weapons  which  cannot  be  left  Nhind." 

Tlic  Soldan,  turniiiiij  to  the  litters,  made  an  obi-'i- 
sance  as  lowiy  as  if  looking  towards  Mecca,  and 
kissed  the  sand  in  token  of  n'S{M?ct. 

"Nay,"  said  Richard.- -"they  will  not  fear  a  closer 
ene(»unier,  bn»ihor ;  wilt  thou  nut  ride  towards 
Their  lifters,  and  the  curtains  will  bi>  presently  with- 
drawn r  ' 


griumd  in  two  piifces  as  a  woodsman  would  seter  a 
8ii(i]ing  with  a  ncdging-bill. 

"  Ky  the  head  of  the  Prophet,  a  most  wondofiil 
bl(»w  !"  said  the  Soldan,  critically  and  aceuratrly 
examining  the  imn  bar  whii^  had  been  cut  asunder: 
and  the  blade  of  the  sword  was  so  well  tempeivd 
as  to  exhibit  not  the  k>ast  token  of  having  sunered 
bv  the  feat  it  had  pi-rfomied.  He  then  took  the 
iCimr's  hand,  and  looking  on  the  size  and  muticuliir 
strength  which  it  exhibited,  laughed  as  he  pbeed  it 
iM'side  his  own,  so  lank  and  thin,  so  inferior  in  brawit 
and  sinew. 

"Ay,  look  well,"  said  De  Vaux.  in  English,  "it vill 
W"  long  ertf  your  long  jackanape  s  fingers  do  such  a 
feat  with  your  fine  gilded  reaping-lu>ok  there." 

*'  Silence,  De  V'au.x,"  said  Ricnniti ;  "by  OurT*ady, 
he  understands  or  guesses  thy  mcaiiiiis--be  not  n 
bmad,  I  r»ray  thee." 

The  Soldan,  indeed,  presently  said—"  SomeihiDK 
1  would  fain  attempt— though,  wherefore  ahoald  tills 
weak  show  their  inferiority  in  pit'sence  of  the  strung  1 
Vet,  each  land  hath  its  own  exercises,  and  thisiiiair 
be  new  to  the  MekKrh  Ric."— So  saying,  he  io«»k  fion 
the  floor  n  eu?<hion  of  silk  and  down,  and  placiid  it 
upright  on  one  end.—'*  Can  tliy  weapon^  my  brotber, 
sever  that  cushion  ?"  ho  said  to  King  Richard. 

"No,  surely,"  replied   the  King;  "no  aword  on 

earth,  were  it'lhe  Kxcalibar  of  King  Arthur,  can  rut 

1  that  which  uppusea  no  steady  resistance  to  the  blow." 
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THE  TAU8BIAN. 


"Maik.  Chen,"  Mid  Saladiii ;  and,  tucking  up  the 
ileevc  of  1118  (9>wn,  showed  his  arm,  ihin  indeed  and 
V  but  which  constant  exercise  had  hardened  into 


I  maaa  coniiisting  of  naught  but  bone,  brawn,  and 
lincw.  He  unshcatbed  his  ciineter,  a  curvea  and 
lanow  blade,  which  ghttered  not  like  the  swords  of 
Jm  Franks,  but  was,  on  the  contrary,  of  a  dull  blue 
solour,  marked  with  ten  millions  of  meandering  lines, 
vbich  showed  how  anxiously  the  metal  bad  been 
welded  by  the  armourer.  Wielding  (his  weapon,  ap- 
larently  so  inefficient  when  compared  to  that  of  Rich- 
ird,  the  SoMan  stood  resting  his  wcij^ht  upon  his  left 
bot,  which  was  slightly  advanced ;  he  balanced  him- 
idf  a  little  as  if  to  steady  bis  aim,  then  stepping  at 
Nice  forward,  drew  the  cimeter  across  the  cushion, 
ivplyiiig  the  edge  so  dexterously,  and  with  so  liiile 
ilipKrefit  effort,  that  the  cushion  seemed  rather  to  fall 
lannder  than  to  be  divided  by,  violence. 

"  It  is  a  juggler's  trick,"  said  De  Vaux,  darting  for- 
ward and  matching  up  the  portion  of  the  cushion 
which  bad  been  cut  (m.  as  if  to  assure  himself  of  the 
mliiy  of  the  fisat,— "  there  is  gnmurye  io  this." 

The  8oldaa  seemed  to  comprehend  him,  for  he  un- 
tid  the  sort  of  veil  which  he  had  hitherto  worn,  laid 
k  double  abng  the  edge  of  his  sabre,  extended  the 
weapon  edgeways  in  the  air,  and  drawing  it  suddenly 
thraugh  the  veil,  although  it  hung  on  the  blade  en- 
tirely looae.  severed  that  also  into  two  parts,  which 
^ted  to  different  sides  of  the  tent,  equally  display- 
Ag  the  extreme  temper  and  sharpness  of  the  weapon, 
and  the  exquisite  dextehtv  of  him  who  used  it. 

"Now,  in  good  faith,  my  brother,"  said  Richard, 
*lhon  art  even  matchless  at  the  trick  of  the  sword, 
iBd  right  perilous  were  it  to  meet  rhee  1  Still,  however. 
Iput  some  faith  in  a  downright  Ruglish  blow,  and 
wnat  we  cannot  do  by  sleight,  we  eke  out  by  strength. 
Newriheless,  in  truth  thou  art  as  expert  in  inflicting 
Wounds,  as  my  sage  Hakim  in  curing  (hem.  I  trust 
I.ihail  sec  the  learned  leech— I  have  much  to  thank 
Un  for,  and  had  brought  some  small  present" 

As  lie  spoke,  Saladin  exchanged  his  (urban  for  a 
Tknar  cop.  He  had  no  sooner  done  so,  than  l)e 
*aox  op(;iied  at  once  his  extended  mouth  and  his 
utfsn  mund  eyes,  and  Richard  gazed  with  scanti  less 
iMonirhment,  while  the  SoMan  spoke  in  a  ^ravc  and 
altered  voice :  "The  sick  man,  sayeih  the  poet,  while 
he  M  yet  infirm,  knoweth  the  physician  by  his  step; 
hut  when  he  is  recovered,  he  knoweth  not  even  his 
bet  when  he  kxjks  upon  nim." 

"A  miracle!— a  miracle  7"  exclaimed  Richard. 

"Of  Mahound's  working,  doubtless,"  said  Thomas 
de  Vaux. 

."That  I  should  lose  my  learned  Hakim,"  said 
Richard,  "  merely  by  absence  of  hi^  cap  and  robe,  and 
that  I  should  find  him  again  in  my  royal  brother  Sa- 
kdinf 

"Such  is  oft  the  fashion  of  the  world,"  answered 
the  Soldan ;  "  the  tattered  rube  makes  nut  always  the 
derviwh." 

"And  it  was  through  thy  intercession,"  said  Rieh- 
ftrd,  "that  yonder  Knight  of  the  Leopard  was  saved 
from  death--and  by  thy  artifice  that  he  rcvisittxi  my 
euip  in  disguise  7" 

**Rven  so,"  replied  Saladin;  "I  was  physician 
mouidi  to  know,  that  unless  the  wounds  of  his 
blecoing  honour  wen;  stanchid,  the  days  of  his  life 
mutt  be  few.  His  disguise  was  more  easily  pene- 
inifd  than  I  bad  expected  from  the  success  of  my 
own." 

.  ""  An  sc<;ident,"  said  King  Richard,  (probably  allod- 
ia^ (o  the  circumstance  of  his  applying  his  lips  to 
jke  wound  of  the  supposed  Nubian,)  *Mct  mo  first 
■now  thai  his  skin  was  artificially  discolourtd  (  snd 
tbtt  h'Dt  once  taken,  detection  became  easy,  for  his 
form  and  person  are  not  to  be  Airgotien.  I  con- 
Cdentiy  expect  that  he  will  do  battle  on  the  morrow." 

'*He  is  full  in  preparation,  and  high  in  hupe,"  said 
the  Roldan.  "I  have  furnished  him  with  weapons 
ind  horse,  thinking  nobly  of  him  from  what  I  have 
inrn  under  various  disguises. 

**Enows  he  now,"  said  Richard,  "  to  whom  he  lies 
indn*  obligation  V 

"He  doth,"  replied  (he  Saracen— "I  wcs obliged  to 
tMfMmjr  Vtooa  when  I  uofukicd  my  purpoiflL" 


"And  ooofeaaed  be  aught  to  youT'  sakl  the;  Kitigof 
England. 

*' Nothing  explicit,"  replied  the  Soldan;  "but  from 
much  that  passed  betw«!en  us,  I  conceive  his  love  is 
too  highly  placed  to  be  iiappy  in  its  issue." 

"And  thou  knowust,  that  his  daring  and  insolent 
passion  croiised  thine  own  wishes  7"  said  Richard. 

"I  might  guess  so  much,"  said  Saladin;  "but  hia 
passion  had  existed  ere  my  wishes  had  been  formed— 
and,  I  must  now  add,  is  likely  to  survive  them.  I 
cannot,  in  honour,  rcvenae  me  for  my  disappointment 
on  him  who  had  no  hand  in  it.  Or,  if  (his  nigh-born 
dame  loved  him  be((cr  than  myself,  who  can  say  that  . 
she  did  not  justice  to  a  knight,  of  her  own  religion, 
who  is  full  of  nobleness  7" 

"  Yet  of  too  mean  lineage  to  mix  with  the  blood  of 
Plantagenet,"  said  Richara,  haughtily. 

"  Such  mav  be  ytiur  maxims  in  Frangistan,"  re- 
plied the  Soldan.  "  Our  poets  of  the  Eastern  coun- 
tries say,  (hat  a  valiant  camel-driver  is  worthy  to  kiss 
the  lip  of  a  fair  Queen,  when  a  cowardly  prince  is  not 
worthy  to  salute  the  hem  of  her  garment.— But  with 
your  j^ermission,  noble  brother,  I  must  take  leave  of 
thee  for  the  uresent,  to  receive  the  Duke  of  Austria 
and  yonder  Nazarenc  knight,  much  less  worthy  of 
hospicalitv,  hut  who  must  yet  be  suitablv  entreated, 
not  for  their  sakes,  but  for  mine  own  honour— for 
what  saith  the  snge  Lokman  ?  'Say  not  (hat  the 
food  is  lost  unto  thee  which  is  given  to  thestranser — 
for  if  his  body  be  strengthens  and  fattened  tnera- 
withal,  not  less  is  thine  own  worship  and  good  name 
cherished  and  augmented.' " 

The  Saracen  Monarch  departed  from  King  Rich- 
ard's tent,  and  having  indicated  to  him,  rather  with 
signs  (ban  wi(h  speech,  where  the  lavilion  of  the 
Queen  and  her  attendants  was  pitched,  he  went  to 
receive  (he  Marquis  of  Montserrai  and  his  attendants, 
for  whom,  with  less  good-will,  but  with  equal  splen- 
dour, the  magnificent  Soldan  had  provkled  accom- 
modations. The  most  ample  refreshments,  both  in 
the  Oriental,  and  after  the  European  fashion,  were 
spread  bt^fore  the  royal  and  |  rincx'ly  guests  of  Saladin, 
each  in  their  own  separate  pavilion ;  and  h)  a(tentive 
was  the  Soldan  to  the  habits  and  taste  of  his  visiters, 
that  Grecian  slaves  were  stationed  to  present  them 
with  tlie  goblet,  which  is  the  abomination  of  the  sect 
of  Mahommed.  Ere  Richard  had  finished  his  meal, 
the  ancient  Omrah,  who  had  brought  the  Soldan's 
letter  to  the  Christian  camp^  entei^etl  with  a  plan  of 
the  cereniunial  to  be  observed  on  the  succeeding  day 
of  combat  Richard,  who  knew  the  taste  of  hia  old 
acquaintance^  invited  him  toiMgc  him  in  a  flagon  of 
wine  of  Schiraz;  but  Abdallah  gave  him  to  under 
stand,  with  a  rueful  aspect,  that  self-denial,  in  the 
present  circumstances,  was  a  matter  in  which  hia  lift 
was  concerned ;  for  that  Saladin,  tolerant  in  man7 
respects,  iMJth  obN>rvpd,  and  enforced  by  high  penat> 
ties,  the  laws  of  the  Prophet. 

"Nay,  then,"  said  Richarrl,  "if  he  loves  not  wine, 
that  li^rntener  of  the  human  heart,  his  conversion  ia 
not  to  be  hoped  for,  and  the  pntiiction  of  the  mad 
priest  of  Engaddi  ^(»cs  like  chatT  Gown  the  wind." 

The  King  then  addressed  himself  tosettle  the  articlea 
of  combat,  which  i>ost  a  considerable  time,  as  it  waa 
necessary  on  some  points  to  consult  with  the  opposite 
parties,  as  well  as  with  the  Soldan. 

They  were  at  Icnffth  finally  agreed  upon,  and  ad- 
justed by  a  nrotorol  in  Fn;nch  and  in  Arabian,  which 
was  subscribed  by  Saladin  as  umpire  of  the  field,  and 
by  Richard  and  Leopold  as  guarantees  for  the  two 
combatants.  As  theOmrsh  took  his  final  leave  ot 
King  Richard  for  the  evening,  De  Vaux  entered. 

"The  good  kni}<ht,"  he  said,  "  who  is  to  do  battle 
lo-morrow,  rii|uests  t.-^  know,  whether  he  may  not 
tc^night  pay  duty  to  hisnij'al  godfather  7" 

"  Hast  thou  seen  him,  De  Vaux  7"  said  the  King; 
smiling;  "and  didst  thou  know  an  ancient  acquaint- 
ance ?" 

"  By  our  Lady  of  Lanerrost,"  answered  Do  Vaux, 
"(here  are  so  many  surprises  and  changes  in  this 
land,  thut  my  r>oor  brain  turns.  I  scarce  knew  Sir 
Kenneth  of  Scotland,  (ill  his  good  hound,  that  had 
been  for  a  shor(  while  under  my  care,  came  and  fawned 
OQ  met  ud  even  then  I  ooTy  knew  the  tyke  by  tbit 
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depth  of  his  chc8t,  tho  roundneRS  of  hin  foot,  nnd  his 
manner  of  bnyinp;;  for  llie  pixjr  gn7.c-huund  was 
painttHJ  like  rmy  VViictinn  rourtrzan. ' 

"Thou  nrt  iK'ttnr  skillccl  in  bruti-s  than  men,  De 
Vaux,"  Haid  flu*  Kiiii'. 

"I  will  not  ihrnv,  »*nid  De  Vaux,  "I  hnve  found 
Ihum  ot'ttiiiics  tlio  hiinostcr  nniuiuis.  Aism,  your 
Gmoe  in  pIi>a.*HKl  to  term  uw  fioinciimc'H  a  liriite  niy- 
fioif;  h(;sid(!M  thai  1  i^itvc  the  Lion,  whom  all  men 
arknowli<d7C  the  kin:;  of  brutes." 

•'  By  Saint  (Ji-orifc,  tht're  them  brokest  thy  lanci* 


ns  not  to  intenrtipt  the  r/.irir—"  none  can  boarenmiiT 
n^viniit  Kin»;  Kichnrd,  wlien  he  dei^i^ns  to  show  kuu- 
9t'\t\  HH  lie  renlly  in,  ^nnnrous  and  noble,  as  wdl  ai 
vnhniit  nnd  hom^urablc." 

So  KiiyinK,  »4ie  e.xtendefl  her  hand  to  him.  Tha 
K'.nii  kii«tkd  it  in  luken  uf  rvconcihaiioD,  and  then 

pnii-r-'ditl. 

"  YiMi  think,  my  sweet  cousin,  that  my  anser  in  thii 
matter  wn<4  fei^n^d  ;  but  you  am  deceived.  The  poiH 
ishment  I  intlieivd  u\Mm  this  knight  wu-i  just;  for  hf 


lanci'  had  iM'irayttl— ni>  matter  for  how  trmptms  a  Mte, 
fairly  on  my  brow,"  Haul  ili»»  Kin«.  "I  hnve  ever  said  fair  cousin— tlie  trust  conimiitt-d  to  him.  Bui  I  rejoice, 
thou  hnst  a  »orl  of  wit,  De  Vaux— marry,  omr  nnwt 


Htrike  tiit.'c  with  a  .xlrtUe-hnmuKT  en*  it  ciii  Ik.>  made 
to  Sfjarklt*.  Hut  to  the  present  i^*ur— is  the  good 
kni^lit  well  armed  and  equipped  ?" 

"Fnlly,  my  lie^e,  and  nobly,"  answere*!  He  Vaux; 
"I  knuw  thi^  armour  well—it  is  that  which  the  Vene- 
tian commiHHary  otfJn^  your  hiv;hness,  just  en;  you 
became  ill,  for  five  hundred  bcznntM." 

"And  111'  hath  8uld  it  to  the  inlidel  Soldan,  I  war- 
rant n)e,  for  a  few  dura  is  more,  and  present  payment. 
The»*  Venetians  would  fr-ll  tlm  sepulehn^iself!" 

"  The  armour  will  never  bo  borne  in  a  nobler  cause," 
said  De  Vaux. 

"Thanks  lo  the  nobleness  of  tho  Saracen,"  said  the 
Kin:?,  "not  to  the  avarice  of  the  Venetians." 

"  1  would  to  God  your  firare  would  !m«  more  cau- 
tbus,"  said  the  anxious  Do  Vaux.— "Here  are  we 
deserted  by  all  our  allies,  for  points  of  otliMice  ^iven 


p<:rcluince  as  much  a^  you,  that  tu-murruw  ^ives  him 
a  chance  to  win  the  fiild,  and  throw  hark  the  ttxis 
which  for  a  time  cluns  to  him,  upon  ilie  actual  thid 
and  traitor.  No !— future  times  may  blani'*  Exiiirf 
ft>r  miptMiious  folly;  but  they  shall  sav,  that  in  reniifli' 
ini;  iudKiiieiit,  he  was  just  when  he  anouki,  and  raer 
cifui  whin  he  could." 

"  Laud  not  thvsclf,  cousin  Kins,"  said  Edith.  "They 
may  call  thy  justice  cruiliy— thy  mercy  capncc" 

*' And  do  not  thou  pnde  thyself,"  said  the  Kins,  "tf 
if  thy  kniuht,  who  hath  not  yet  buckled  on  his  armour, 
were  uiibeliiiiu  it  in  triumph— C.'onraiJe  of  Moniseml 
is  held  a  j^oud  lanee.  What  if  the  Scol  should  lost 
the  day  ?" 

"It  IS  impossible!*'  said  Edith,  firmly— " My  owl 
eyes  saw  y(mder  Conrade  trenilde  nnd  rhange  co- 
lour, like  a  base  thief.    He  is  Ruilty— and  the  iriil 

_  _,  _._  .  .  ,  _  _  ^ by  iNimlml  is  an  api^eal  lo  the  justice  of  God,-l 

to  one  (»r  another;  we  cannot  h(>p<>  to  prosper  upon  ■  ii'iys<If,  in  such  a  case,  would  encounter  hint  withool 
the  land,  and  we  have  only  to  quarrel  with  the  am-  i  fcnr." 
phibious  republic,  to  lost;  the  means  of  retreat  by  sra !" 
"I  will  lake  care,"  said  Richard,  impHtimtly;  "but 
school  me  no  more.    Tell  me  rather,  for  it  is  of  inte- 
rest, hath  the  knii^lit  a  confess<)r  ?" 

"He  haiK"  auswert'^l  De  Vaux;  "the  hermit  of 
Rngaddi,  who  erst  did  him  that  otiice  when  pn^panng 
for  death,  attends  him  on  the  presiMit  (»ecaNion;  the 
fame  of  the  duel  havinjs  brought  him  hither." 

"'Tis  well,"  said  Ilichard ;  "and  now  for  the 
knijflii's  n<que.«>t.  Say  to  him,  Richard  will  rtH-eive 
hiin  when  the  discharge  of  his  devoir  bi-side  the  Dia- 
mond of  the  Des(>rt  sliull  have  atoneil  for  his  fault 
beside  tho  Mount  of  Saint  (n>or^';  and  as  thou 
passest  throut^li  the  iraiiip,  lot  the  Uneen  know  I  wijl 
visit  her  pavilion— and  trll  Blondel  lonietM  meihtre." 
De  Vaux  departed,  a..d  in  about  an  hoiirafterwanls, 
Richard,  wrapping  his  mantle  around  him,  and  tak- 
ing his  £;hittern  in  his  hand,  walkr^l  in  the  direction 
of  the  UueiMi's  pavilion.  Several  Arabs  passed  him, 
but  always  with  avt^rted  heads,  and  looks  lixiMi  \\\Hm 
the  earth,  ihoush  h«' could  observe  that  all  };a%ed  ear- 
nestly after  him  when  he  was  past.  This  led  him 
justly  to  conjecture  thai  his  i^erson  was  known  to 
them;  but  that  eiiher  the  Soldan's  commands,  or 
theirown  Oriental  pohleness,  forbade  them  to  seem  to 
notiee  a  sovenM^n  who  dcii>:red  to  remain  intmtrnito. 

When  the  Kiim  n'ach>.il  the  pavilion  of  his  Queen, 
he  found  it  guarded  by  those  unhappy  officials  whom 
Eastern  iealousy  places  arruind  the  zenana.  Bhindel 
was  walkinj:;  befuri!  the  door,  and  touched  his  roiu 
from  time  lo  time,  in  a  manner  which  made  the  Afri- 
cans show  their  ivory  tt?elii,  amj  U-ar  burden  with 
their  strange  gestures  and  shrill  unnatural  v(»iees, 


By  the  mass.  I  think  tliou  would  si,  wench,"  nH 
the  Kint<,  "and  beat  him  to  boot:  for  there  nerw 
breaihe<l  a  truer  Planiauenci  than  thou." 

He  LMiused,  and  ailded  in  a  very  serious  tone,— "S«f 
thai  thou  continue  to  remember  what  w  due  to  ibf 
birth." 

"  What  means  that  advice,  so  seriously  iriven  ri 
this  moment  7"  said  Kdiili.  "  Am  I  of  such  ligfat  lit- 
lure  as  to  forget  mv  name— my  condition  T" 


'I  will  spleak  plainlv,  Edith,"  answered  theKioft 
i  as  to  a  friend.— Wnat  will  this  knif^ht  be  lojroik 
should  he  come  olf  victor  from  yonder  Lftts?*' 


To  me/  said  Edith,  bliishiim  deep  with 

and  displeasun^— "  What  ran  he  be  u>  me  more  thai 
an  honoured  knight,  worthy  of  such  grace  a^  Qiwm 
Kerengaria  inight  tH>nferon  him,  had  he  selected  her 
for  his  lady,  instead  of  a  more  unworthy  choii-e?  Tfct 
meanest  knight  may  devote  himseif  to  the  servwe  of 
an  enipri'ss,  but  the  glory  of  his  choice,"  abe  slid 
pnmdly,  "must  be  his  reward." 

"  Vet  he  hath  served  and  suflered  much  for  yon," 
saiii  the  Kin^. 

"  I  have  paid  his  services  with  honoor  and  applaiHi 

and  his  sutTerings  with  tears,"  answr-cred  Edith.— 

"Had  he  desired  other  reward,  he  would  have  doae 

!  wisi'ly  to  have  bestowed  his  affections  within  htiowi 

del^n^e." 

Vou  would  not  then  wear  the  Moody  night-goir 
for  his  sake  7" 

"No  more."  answered  Edith,  "than  I  would  havt 
rrqiiired  him  to  expose  his  life  by  an  action,  in  which 
there  was  more  madness  than  honour." 

Maidens  talk  ever  thus,"  said  iheKing;  "^but  whci 


"What  art  thou  after  with  this  henl  of  black  cattle,  |  the  favoured  lover  presses  his  suit,  sht>  sayii  with  I 
Blondel  7"  said  the  King;  "wherefore  goest  thou  not  ■  wgh,  her  stars  had  deerewl  it  otherwise,"  , 
into  the  tent  ?"  I     "  Your  Grace  has  now,  for  the  socond  tinte,  thnvi- 

"  Because  inv  trade  can  neither  spare  the  head  nor  ■  eni>d  mc  with  the  influence  of  my  horoscope,"  Edith 
the  fingers,"  said  Blondel ;  "  and  thesi?  honest  blacka-  |  replied,  with  dignity.  "Trust  nie,  mv  liege,  whatever 
"oors  threatened  to  cut  mc  joint  from  joint  if  I  pressed    U^  the  power  of  the  stars*  your  poor  Icinav " 

rward."  never  w<.*d  rither  infidel,  or  obscure  ad 

"  Well,  enter  with  me,"  said  tho  King,  "and  I  will    Permit  me,  that  I  listen  to  the  music  of  I 


moors 
forw 

"^   

be  thy  .safeguard.' 

The  blacks  acconlingly  lowered  pikes  and  swords 
to  Kiiig  Richard,  and  biMit  their  eyes  on  the  ground, 
as  if  unworthy  to  look  upon  him.  In  the  interior  of 
the  pavilion,  they  found  Thomas  de  Vaiix  in  attend- 
ance on  the  Queen.  While  Berengaria  welcj)me<i 
Hlondel,  King  Richanl  s|X)ke  for  some  time  secretly 
mid  apart  iviih  \\\n  fair  kinswoman. 

At  length,  "Are  we  still  foes,  my  fair  FMith?"  he 
•aid.  in  a  whisixT 

'*  Nob  my  liefte,"  uid  Edith,  in  a  voice  juit  so  low 


Kinswoman  «dl 
..venturer.- 
Blondel.  ftr 
the  tone  of  your  royal  admoniiioni  is  loarce  sognli* 
ful  to  the  ear." 

The  conclusion  of  the  evening  ofierad  nothing  wa^ 
thy  of  notice. 


CHAPTER   XXVIIL 
Hoard  ye  Uw  din  ckThaula  brar. 
Laiiro  ui  lance,  and  liurMi  to  hurM  ^-GaAT. 
It  had  lieon  agre(!<i,  on  account  of  the  heat  of  dw 
climate,  that  the  judicial  combat,  which  waa  dn  cum 
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the  preaeoc  asieinblaj^e  of  vnnoaii  nations  nt  the 
aroond  of  the  DesiTi,  should  inke  plncc  at  one 
orator  aunriac  The  w'uie  liHtu,  whirh  had  bet-n 
natructcd  under  the  in«pix:ti<)n  of  the  Knisht  of  the 
opanL  eorloM^  a  apace  of  hnnl  annd,  wiiich  waa 
e  hundred  and  twenty  yards  luns  hy  forty  in  width. 
tef  extended  in  Icngtn  from  ni>rih  to  aouth,  so  aato 
roboth  parties  the  equal  advantage  of  the  riainx  aun. 
iladin^a  royal  aent  was  erected  on  the  weat;;m  aide 
the  eoduaure,  juat  in  the  centre,  where  the  coin- 
tants  were  expected  to  mn^t  in  mid  oncounier. 
(MMed  to  thia  waa  a  gallery  with  rloseii  caaementa, 
ooairived,  that  the  ladies,  for  whose  arcomnioda- 
m  it  wus  erected,  migh*  s«h$  the  ti;;ht  without  bciny 
■oiaelvoa  expoaod  to  view.  At  tMiher  extremity  of 
e  liais  waa  a  barrier,  which  could  be  otwniil  orahut 
pleafure.  Thrones  had  Uvn  also  eriTti'd,  but  the 
chduke,  perceivinK  that  his  waa  lower  than  King 
cliard'a,  refused  to  occupy  it ;  and  Ctpur  de  Lion, 
bo  Would  have  submitted  to  much  ere  any  formality 
4iuld  have  interfered  with  the  coinlmt,  readily  a^ow'd 
at  the  <iponaora,  aa  they  were  calle<i,  BlM>alu  remain 
I  horseback  during  the  fisht.    At  one  extremity  of 

•  Usta  nrcre  placed  the  followers  of  Richard,  and 
Boaed  to  them  were  those  who  accompanied  the 
fteoder,  Conrade.    Around  the  throne  destined  for 

•  Soldan,  were  ranged  his  apleiidid  Georgian  Guarda, 
id  the  rv»t  of  the  enclosure  was  occupied  uy  Christian 
id  Mahommedan  spectators. 
Lonjz  before  day  break,  the  lists  were  surrounded  by 
ta  a  larger  number  of  Saracens  ihnn  Richard  had 
en  on  tne  preceding  evening.  When  the  first  ray  of 
le  sun*8  glorious  orb  arose  above  the  desert,  the 
Mioroua  call,  '*To  prayer — to  nrayer!"  was  poured 
flh  by  tlic  Soldan  himself,  and  atiswered  by  others, 
hose  rank  and  zeal  entiileil  them  to  act  as  muez- 
Ds.  It  Tvas  a  striking  sptviacle  to  aee  them  all  sink 
I  earth,  fur  tSe  purpose  of  ri>peaiing  their  demotions, 
iih  their  facea  turned  to  Mecca.  Hut  when  thi>y 
me  from  the  ground,  the  sun's  rays,  now  Hin^ngth- 
lingfatit,  aeemed  to  oontirm  the  Lf»ra  of  Oilsltrnd's 
niecture  of  the  night  bi  fore.  They  were  flastK>d 
ick  from  many  a  s|)ear  head,  for  the  pointless  lances 
'  the  preceding  day  were  certainly  no  longer  such, 
t  Vnux  pf>ialod  it  out  to  hiit  ninster,  who  aii8were<l 
ith  impatieiice,  that  lie  had  perlW't  eontidence  in  the 
od  fuiiii  of  the  Soldan ;  but  if  De  Vaux  waa  afraid 
his  bulky  bfMiy,  he  inij^ht  retire. 
Soon  after  this  the  noiisc  of  liinhreis  was  heanl.  at 
a  BouiuJ  of  which  the  whole  Saracen  cavaliers 
rew  thfinHclvcs  from  their  horsen,  and  prostrattti 
ensiklveis  as  if  for  a  second  morning  prayer.  Thia 
IS  iu  give  an  opportunity  to  the  Queen,  with  F^liih 
d  ht*r  attendants,  to  puss  from  the  pavilion  to  the 
Uery  inteiidLti  for  them.  Fil'ty  piarus  of  Saladin'a 
rsglio  eMMrted  them,  with  nnkt^d  aabrea,  whose 
drrs  Were  to  cut  to  piect.'s  whomsot^'er,  were  he 
iocT  or  peasant,  should  venture  to  icaie  on  the  ladies 

tliey  passetl,  or  even  prcsiime  to  riiise  his  head  until 
e  ct.'Srt:ition  of  the  music  should  make  all  men  aware 
at  th<*y  Were  lodged  in  their  gallery,  not  to  be  gazed 
I  h^  the  curious  eye. 

Tliis  KiipL-rsiitious  observance  of  Oriental  ri*ve- 
ncc  to  the  fair  sex,  trailed  Cirih  fnun  Queen  Ik-rei)' 
rin  S4)me  criticisms  very  unfavourable  to  Sahulin 
id  his  country.  Hut  their  den,  as  the  royul  fair 
Ilcd  it.  bii II g  securely  clos<.«I  nnd  giianiid  by  their 
ble  aiiendanis,  she  was  under  the  n«-eiwity  of 
ntennng  lurstlf  with  seiiii;;,  and  laying  aside  for 
e  pn.i«ent  the  btiU  more  cxijuisiic  pleasure  of  being 
I'll. 
Mmn  iJnio  the  sponsors  of  Utth  champions  went, 

waM  their  duly,  to  9t!e  thnt  they  W4-n>  duly  nrmetl, 
id  prepare«l  lurcoiniuit.  I'he  Arehdukeot  Austria 
■a  in  no  hurrv  to  perform  this  part  of  the  ceremtV' 
\  having  had  ratner  an  unusually  seven;  debauch 
irm  wiMi!  of  .S(^)*iraz  the  pren-diiig  evening.  Hut  the 
rand  M'istt.r  of  the  Temple,  more  tivrfAy  concenud 

the  event  of  th«t  combat,  was  enrly  Wore  the  tent 

fniirad^'  of  Montserrnt.    Tn  1i:.h  great  surprise, 
c  attt  luJunlii  rrhised  liim  adinitfrtnf^e. 
*'  Do  you  not  know  me,  ye  knaves  i"  said  the  Grand 
!aster,'  in  great  anger. 
*'\Ve  do,  luoat  valiaoc  and  nveread,**  anawtrcd 
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Conradc's  squire ;  "but  even  you  may  not  at  present 
enter— the  Marquis  is  about  to  confess  himself." 

"Confess  himself!"  exclaimed  the, Templar,  in  a 
tone  where  alarm  mingled  with  surprise  and  scorn— 
"  and  to  whom.  I  pray  thee  ?" 

"My  master  nid  me  be  secret.*'  said  the  squire;  on 
which  the  Grand  Master  pushed  past  him,  and  entered 
the  tent  almost  bv  force. 

The  Marquis  ot  Montserrat  was  kneeling  at  the  feet 
of  the  Hermit  of  Rngaddi,  and  in  the  act  of  beginning 
his  confession. 

"  What  meana  this,  Marquis?"  said  the  Grand  Mat- 
ter ;  "  up,  for  shame— or,  if  you  must  needs  confess, 
am  not  I  here  ?" 

"I  have  confessed  to  you  tooof^en  already,"  replied 
Conrade,  with  a  pale  cheek  and  a  faltering  voice. 
"For  God's  sake,  Grand  Master,  begone,  and  let  me 
unfidd  my  conscience  io  thia  holy  maiu" 

"  In  wnai  is  he  holier  than  I  am  7"  said  the  Grand 
Master.— "  Hermit,  prophet,  madman— say,  if  thou 
darest,  in  what  thou  excellest  me  ?" 

"Bold  and  bad  man,"  rcplietl  the  Hermit,  "know 
that  I  am  like  the  latticed  window,  and  the  divine 
light  passes  throucli  to  avail  others,  though,  alas!  it 
helpeth  not  me.  Thou  art  Hkc  the  iron  siancheons, 
which  neither  receive  light  ihemaelves,  nor  commu- 
nicate it  to  any  one." 

"Prate  not  to  me,  but  depart  from  this  tent,"  said 
the  Grand  Master ;  "  the  Marquia  shall  not  confess 
thia  morning,  unless  it  be  to  nic,  for  I  part  not  fiom 
hiaaide." 

"Is  this yowr  pleasure T'  said  the  Hermit  to  Con- 
rade; "for  think  not  I  will  obey  that  proud  man,  if 
you  continue  to  ilesire  my  assistance." 

"Ala^"  said  Conrade,  im.'solutcly,  "what  would 
you  liave  mc  aay  ?— Farewell  for  a  while— we  will 
speak  anon." 

"Oh,  procrastination!"  exclaimed  the  Hermil, 
"thou  art  a  soul-munlerer!— Unhappy  man,  farewell 
—not  for  a  while,  but  until  we  shall  both  meet— no 
matter  where.— And  for  thee,"  he  added,  turning  to 
the  Grand  Master,  "TaBMBLE  T* 

"Tremble!"  replied  the  Templar,  contemptuously, 
"  I  cannot  if  I  woulii."  .      •      , 

The  Hermit  heard  not  hia  anawer,  having  left  the 
tent. 

"  Come!  to  this  gear  hastily,"  ssid  the  Grand  Mat- 
ter, "  since  thou  wilt  needs  go  through  the  foolery. — 
Hark  thee— I  think  1  know  most  of  thy  frailties  by 
heart,  so  we  may  omit  the  detail,  which  may  be  some- 
what h  long  one,  and  begin  with  the  absolution. 
What  signifies  counting  the  spots  of  dirt  that  we  are 
about  to  wash  from  our  handa?" 

"Knowing  what  thou  art  thyself."  said  Conrade^ 
"it  is  blasphemous  to  speak  of  parroning  another.*' 

"That  IS  not  according  to  the  canon.  Lord  Mar- 
niiia,"  said  the  Templar,—"  thou  art  more  scrupulous 
thun  ortluKlox.  The  absolution  of  the  wicked  priest 
is  as  eHiiCtiinl  as  if  he  were  himself  a  saint— other- 
wise, C>od  help  the  poor  penitent  1  What  wounded 
man  inquires  whether  the  surgeon  that  tents  his 
sashes  have  clean  hands  or  no  7— Come,  shall  we  to 
this  toy  7" 

"  No,"  said  Conrade, "  I  will  rather  die  unconfessea 
than  mock  the  sacrament." 

"  Come,  noble  Maniuis,"  said  the  Templar,  "rouse 
up  your  courage,  and  speiik  not  thus.  In  an  hour's 
time  ihou  shalt  stand  victorious  in  the  lists,  or  coii/esii 
thee  in  thy  helmet  hke  a  valiant  knight." 

"Alas,  Grand  Master,"  iiiiiiwerra  Conrade,  **all 
augura  ill  for  this  affair.  The  strange  discover}'  by 
(he  instinct  of  a  dog— the  revival  or  thia  Scottisn 
knight,  who  comes  into  the  lists  like  a  spectre— tU 
ttelokens  evil." 

"  Pshaw,"  said  the  Tem(»lar, "  I  have  seen  thee  bend 
thy  lance  boldly  against  hiin  m  sport,  and  wit..e^ual 
chance  of  success— think  thou  art  but  in  a  tourna- 
ment, and  who  bears  him  better  in  the  tilt-yaid  than 
ihou  7— Come,  scniires  and  armourers,  your  msster 
must  be  acooiitred  for  the  field." 

The  niteniianis  entered  accordinglr,  and  began  10 
arm  the  Marrjuis. 

"  What  morning  is  without  7"  ssid  Conrade 

" The  sua  rises  dimly."  antwend  a  i 
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Master,"   aaul    Conradc, 


[CsAr.  XXTIE 


i     The  prifHia,  after  a  solemn  pnijrcr,  that  God  would 
pIiow  the  riKhtfiil  qiinrrfl,  df-partt^  fmm  the  Itiw. 


"Thou    afiest,   Grand 

*' nmmht  smiled  on  iiH."  ...^.. ., ,.. -  -— . -       .. 

"Thou  wile  ficlit  ihc  more  coolly,  tiiy  son,"  an-  1  Tlie  inmipt'tH  of  the  challen^tr  then  rung  a  flaaruA. 
awercd  the  Templar;  '' tliiink  Hoavcii,  thar  hntli  teiii-  I  and  n  hirnld-nt-nrnii*  prorlanmd  at  the»'aMeniend 
pen'rl  ilu'5un  of  Palfsiino  to  suit  tliiin;  ocr.asiori."  ,  of  the  Imls.— "Here  ntands  a  fsuod  knishl.  Sir  Ken- 
Thus  ji^sii-d  the  <Tran,l  Ma^ti'r;  hiii  his  jf«iH  hnd  i  neth  of  Scotland,  champion  for  the  ro\-al  Kmg  Ririi- 
lost  tluir  iiitluence  on  tli<?  hrirasseti  mindof  theMdr- 1  ard  nt'  Knt;Iand,  whu  aecus«»lh  C-onniik*,  Mnn;uil«^ 
quii*.  and.  notwithstanding  his  attiMn|)i«i  to  (k^mh  gay, ,  Monii«'rrat,  of  foul  treason  and  dishonour  done  to  thi 
ni;i)d'>oin  eonunuiiieatrd  itself  to  the  Templar.  i  said  Kin^." 

"This  cravi'ii,"  he  tlio'.mhi,  "will  Kise  tl»e  day  m  '.  WUm  the  wonls  Kenm'th  of  Scotland  anrioniiced 
purt;  faiiitii'Sfl  and  ^.owiirdi<:c'  of  licjirt.  whieli  he  ealU  ;  the  name  and  eharaeter  ot  the  rhampion.  hitmna 
tcndi^r  consi'.ienee.  I,  whom  visions  and  amruriis  '  jirarre  trenrndlv  known,  a  loud  arid  chwriful  acclaiin 
shake  nut— who  am  firm  in  my  purpose  as  the  living  ;  hursr  from  tin;!  followers «)fKin{?Rirhard,  andnantlTi 


rock  -I  Khonld  liavr  fouf^ht  tin*  comhat  mvself. 
Would  to  Ct«Kl  the  Se*il  mav  strikii  him  <li>aif  (tn  the 
ftF>ot--i(  wt-n'  next  Inst  t(»  his  winnm;'  the  vietnr)'. 
But  come  what  will,  he  miisi  have  no  other  (i>nfesf)or 
than  myself— our  sins  are  unt  much  in  common,  and 
he  mi:;ht  <ronfess  my  share  witii  his  own." 

While  these  ihouirliis  passi;d  tlirou^'h  his  mind,  he 
continued  to  assist  the  Maniuib  in  arminK*  but  it  was 
in  silence. 

The  hour  at  lens;th  arrives!,  the  tnimi)ets  sounded, 
the  knights  riwle  into  the  lists  arm^d  ni  all  points, 
and  mounttrd  like  men  who  wen>  to  rio  hattle  for  a 
kin^lom's  honour.  They  wore  their  vis  irs  up.  and 
ridin;;  around  the  list'«  thnv  limes,  showed  thi'mHclves 
to  thn  fir)ectators.  Iktih  were  uoodlv  iM.>rsons,  and 
both  had  nohle  counienanees.  But  there  was  an  air 
of  mauly  confidence  on  the  hrr>w  of  the  Scot— a  ra- 
diancy of  hopf,  which  amountcileven  to  cheerfulness, 
while,  althou;;h  pride  and  ellbrt  had  recalled  nniidi  of 
Conrade's  natural  couraj^e,  there  lowtretl  still  on  his 
brow  a  cloud  of  ominous  desprtndence.  Kven  his 
8tce*i  siMMUcd  to  tread  less  Ii:!h(ly  and  hiithely  to  the 
tnimi>et-sound  than  the  noble  Arab  which  was  Ih!- 
strode  by  Sir  Kenneth ;  an<l  the  sprurk-tiprcdirr 
shook  his  liirad  while  he  observed,  that  wlnle  the 
challenger  rode  around  the  lists  in  the  course  of  the 
sun,  thai  i;^  from  riKht  to  left,  the  defender  uunie  rlxr 
same  circuit  ipirlilerjii ns^  that  is  from  left  to  right, 
which  is  in  most  coimtrieslielrl  ominous. 

A  teuHxmiry  altar  was  en.*<:led  iu>t  beneath  the 
cnllery  occupied  by  the  Queen,  and  f>esid<>  it  stoxl  the 
H(:rmit  in  the  dnss  of  hisonier,  ns  a  Carmelite  friar. 

Other  elnirchm«.'n  were  also  pn.'sent.    To  this  altar    _.._,, 
the challenc'Tanc'defendijr  wen;  successively  brou'jrlit  I  monu-nt.    f'onra<le,  indeed,  showctl  himself  a  pi» 


notwiihstandins rt>piated  (Mnimands of  sikacfv lal- 
fereil  the  reply  of  thr^  defendant  to  be  heard.  H*  rf 
course,  avouched  his  inmnvnce,  and  oliereil  hislMlf 
for  battle.  The  p«|uirfs  of  ih»;  c«>mbatanis  now  ip- 
pronched,  and  d«  liven-d  to  each  his  shield  and  fanoe, 
assisting  to  hanu  the  former  around  his  neck,  thaioa 
two  han«ls  nli^ht  n'mam  free,  one  for  the  manifB* 
meniof  the  hndle.  the  other  to  direct  thw  lance. 

The  shiehl  of  the  Scot  displayed  his  old  heaiiK 
the  leopard,  but  with  the  addition  of  a  cotjaf  iM 
broken  chain,  in  allrjwon  lo  his  late  captivity.  Tto 
shield  of  the  Maniuis  b«>re.  in  reference  lo  his  title, r 
serrale<J  and  rocky  mountain.  F«ich  shook  his  lastt 
niofi.  as  if  to  ascertain  the  wcijjht  and  toii^inetsrf 
the  unwieldv  wrap«m.  and  then  laid  it  in  the  ML 
The  sponsors,  heralds,  and  sfpiircs,  now  retired  tolfe 
baniers,  and  the  cond>atants  sat  opposite  to  tmh 
other,  face  to  fac»\  with  couched  lance  and  ekned 
visor,  the  human  fonii  so  completely  enclosed.  thU 
they  iiMtked  more  like  statues  of  molten  iron,  ibn 
bein&rs  of  flesh  and  blotnl.  The  silence  of  susptMB 
was  now  general— men  brcaihtHi  thicker,  and  tbn 
very  souls  iieern'Ml  siatefl  in  their  eyes,  whil«  nofa 
sound  was  to  he  hearrf,  save  the  snoriin;;  end  pa«iq| 
of  the  ?ood  steeds,  who,  sensible  of  wimt  was  iiiKMtf 
to  happen,  wi  re  iui|)atient  to  dash  into  carft-r.  Thef 
stotxl  thus  for  iM-rhaps  three  minutes,  when,  at  aitg- 
nal  "liven  hv  i!ie  Sfildnn,  a  himdnil  instruments  rart 
the  nir  with  their  brazen  clamours,  and  each  chajo- 
jiioii  strikin*!  his  horse  with  the  spurs,  and  slackiqi 
the  r>'in,  the  hors(>s  stiirUid  into  full  gallop,  and  il» 
kmt;hts  met  m  mid  space  with  a  shock  like  a.th» 
derbolf.    The  vicior>'  was  not  in  doubt — no,  notooi 


forwani,  coinluctcd  by  their  respwtive  siMinsors.  Dia- 
niiHintin^  Iwfore  it.  ea'*h  kni.:{ht  avouchetl  the  justice 
of  his  CHiim*  hv  n  solemn  oath  on  the  Kvan:^lis!s.  and 
pray<d  that  his  succ:ss  mi'-^ht  i>e  ace<)rdin'j:  lo  the 
truth  or  f:ds4)ho«xl  of  what  he  tht;n  swon.-.  They  nisii 
made  o-ith,  that  they  came  to  do  battle  in  knipihtly 
guise,  ami  wiili  the  usual  weapons,  dist.laimin;;  the 
use  of  spells,  c^^anns,  or  ma:;ii:al  devices,  to  incline 
victory  lo  their  -iile.  The  chailen<4''r  pronounced  his 
vow  with  a  finii  and  mauly  voiei>,  and  a  bold  anrl 
chctTtul  counliiian«*i-.  Wh.-.'u  ihi»  ceremony  was 
finish'd,  the  Scottish  knis$iit  look'^.l  at  tho  pallery. 
and  bent  his  head  to  the  onrih,  as  if  in  honour  of 
those  invisible  Ix-auties  wiiicli  were  enclos4ti  within: 
then,  loaded  with  armour  as  he.  was,  sprmi;;  to  the 
saddle  without  the  us«^  of  the  stirruf*.  and  made  his 
courser  carry  him  in  a  succession  of  caracoles  to  his 
station  at  tIiM>astern  exiriMitity  of  the  lists.  Conrade 
also  presenriHJ  hiius:>lf  before  ihi*  altar  with  iNildncss 
enough  ;  but  his  voice,  ;is  he  look  the  oath,  sonndH 
hollow,  as  if  drowned  in  his  helmet.  The  lips  with 
which  iie  ar»p'*aled  to  Heaven  to  ad.iudze  victory  lo 
ihc  y.i<i  qiijirrel,  prcw  white,  a  •  they  utienil  the  im- 
Dious  m)-ki;ry.  As  he.  tiirnel  to  r»  mount  his  htirt-e. 
he  firiind  Master  approached  him  closir,  as  if  to  rec- 
tify soiii  •ihiuii  about  the  KiltiiiL;  of  his  poni^et,  and 
wnispi-red,— "(toward  and  fool! -recall  thy  wnses, 
and  ill)  me  this  battle  bravely,  else,  by  Henven, 
shouMst  thou  escape  him.  ihou  esiMipost  not  wef* 

Tho  8ava::e  t.>nc  in  which  this  was  whi.'<|v.»red.  i>er- 
■...."•coiuplolwJ  the  confusion  of  the  Marcjuis's  nerves, 
for  he  t«>.."*hli-<l  ns  ht^  made  to  horse ;  and  though  he 
recovered  Kf^feet.  sprung  lo  the  saddle  wi*h  his  usual 
aizilily,  ami  displ.'iye<i  his  address  in  horsttrnanship  as 
hoassuiued  his  position  opposite  lorhechallrniter's.  yet 
iheaccideiitdid  notesi'afx'.  those  who  weroon  the  watch 
V.^  omens,  which  might  predict  the  fate  of  the  day. 


tisti  warrior;  for  he  .struck  hisantaconisikniarhtija 
thf  (iiid«t  of  luM  shielil,  Ixarinir  his  lance  so  straaik 
and  true,  that  it  shivered  into  splinters  fmm  the»M 
spesir-fieiid  up  to  till?  ver\'  gauntlet.  The  horse  of  St 
Kenneth  n'coiled  two  or  three  yanls  and  fell  oa  b 
haunches,  but  the  rider  easily  raist^  him  wi:h  Ui 
hand  and  rein.  Hut  for  Conrade,  there  was  no  reeo- 
verv.  Sir  Kenneth's  lance  had  pierced  throui^hlhe 
shield,  through  a  plafifl  corslet  of  Milan  steel,  thmta 
a  sfcret,  or  <'oat  of  linked  mail,  worn  beneath  m 
mtrslet.  had  wounded  htm  dei>p  in  the  bosom,  and 
borne  liim  tnun  his  saddle,  leaving  the  trunche-'Hi  of 
the  lam-e  fixeil  in  his  wountl.  The  sponsors,  hi;rakl% 
and  Sniadin  himself,  descending  Irom  his  tiinxN^ 
crowileti  arcumd  the  wounded  man;  while  Sir Ktf- 
neth,  who  bad  dniwn  his  sword  ere  >'et  hediscowRo 
his  nutai^ouivst  was  totallv  helpless,  now  connnandsl 
him  to  avow  his  piilt.  The  helmet  was  hastily  SV' 
closeii,  and  thi'  wounded  man,  i^azint;  wildly  on  the 
skies,  replii-d.— "  What  wouKI  yon  morel— God  hiih 
divided  justly— I  am  ifiiilly— but  there  are  worse  liii- 
tors  in  ihe  camp  than  I.— In  pity  to  my  soul,  let  01 
have  a  confesftir!" 

He  rcvivfil  as  he  uttered  these  words. 

"The  talisman— the  powerlul  remedy,  roytl  bit* 
iherf  said  Kinir  Richarii  to  Saladin. 

"The  trai'or,"  answeml  the  Soldan.  " is  moif  ft 
to  be  clrairsnHl  from  the  lists  to  the  gallows  by  ibe 
heels,  than  to  pmtit  by  its  virtues;— and  some  mri 
fate  IS  in  his  look,"  he  addixl.  af^er  gaxinx  Axnllf 
upon  the  wounded  man:  "for.  ihoush  his  wo^m 
may  be  curc;ii,  yet  Azrael  s  seal  is  on  tbe  wrvtdii 
brow.'* 

"Nevertheless,"  said  Richard,  "I  pray  you  do  W 
him  what  you  may.  that  he  may  at  least  nave  limi 
for  er>nfe»sion— Slay  not  soul  and  body  I  To  hiB 
one  half  hour  of  Uuie  niav  be  worth  mon^  by  tos 
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THETAU8MAN. 


,  than  the  lifo  of  the  oldest  patri- 

irothers  wish  shnll  be  obryrd,"  snid 
avcs,  bear  thid  wounded  man  to  our 

said  the  Templar,  who  had  hitherto 
•  looking;  on  in  silence.—"  The  royal 
ia  and  myfielf  will  not  ponnit  this  un- 
n  Prince  to  be  delivered  over  lo  the 

they  may  try  tiieir  fH^-lla  upon  him. 
•neors,  and  demand  that  he  be  asaigoed 


iipurs,  Bercn2nria ;  dwen  tboug;h  thou  br,  thou  owest 
him  what  marks  of  favour  ihoii  ranst  pve.— Unlocc 
his  helmet,  I'^ith— by  this  hand  thou  shalt,  weri  thou 
the  proudest  Plantngenet  of  the  line,  and  he  tlie 
poorest  knight  on  earth  !" 
Both  ladies  obeyed  the  royal  commands,— Bcren- 

Karia  with  bustling  assiduity,  as  anxious  to  gratifjr 
er  husband's  humour,  and  Edith  blushini;  and 
growing  pale  alternately,  as  slowly  and  awkwardly 
she  undid,  with  Lonssword's  assistance,  the  fasten- 
ings, which  secured  the  helmet  to  the  gorxct, 


"And  what  expert  you  from  beneath  this  iron 
shell '?"  said  Richard,  as  the  removal  of  the  casque 
Kave  to  view  the  noble  countenance  of  Sir  Kenneth, 
his  face  glowing  with  recent  exertion,  and  not  less  so 


m  irfuKe  the  certain  means  offered  to 
said  Richard. 

lid  the  Grand  Master,  recollectmg  him-  „„ „  .     . 

Soldan  us»cth  lawful  medicines,  he  may  with  present  emotion,  "What  thmk  ye  of  him,  gal< 

ent  in  my  tent."  Innts  and  beauties?"  said  Richard.    "Doth  heresem- 


ent  in  my  tent. 

ray  thee,  good  brother,"  said  Richard 
hough  the  pemiissii»n  be  ungraciously 
low  to  a  more  glorious  work.—Sound, 
ut,  England— in  honour  of  England's 

in,  trumpet,  and  cvmbal,  rung  forth  at 
dt^p  and  regular  snout  which  for  ajpes 
English  aiuiamation,  sounded  amidst 
rregular  ycjis  of  the  Arabs,  like  the  dia- 
orgnn  amid  the  howling  of  a  storm, 
nee  at  length. 

ght  of  the  licopard."  resumed  Ccpur 
J  hast  shown  that  the  Ethiopian  may 
in,  and  the  leopard  his  spots,  thougn 
tcrii'tiire  for  the  impossibility.  Yet  I 
tay  to  you  when  I  have  conducted  you 
of  the  Indies,  the  best  judges,  and  best 
leeds  of  chivalry." 
of  the  Leopanl  no  wed  assent, 
princely  Saladin,  wilt  also  attend 
lisc  thee  our  Queen  will  not  think  her- 
if  she  lacks  the  omiortunitjr  to  thank 
icely  reception/" 


hie  an  Ethiopian  slave,  or  doth  he  present  the  face  of 
an  obscure  and  nameless  adventurer'?  No,  by  my 
leood  sword !— Here  terminate  his  various  disguises, 
tic  hath  knelt  down  before  you  unknown  save  by  his 
worth— he  arises,  equally  distinguished  by  birth  and 
by  fortune.  The  adventurous  knight,  Kenneth,  arisea 
David,  Earl  of  Huntingdon,  Prince  Royal  of  Scot- 
land!*^ 

There  was  a  general  exclamation  of  surprise,  and 
Edith  dropped  irom  her  hand  the  helmet,  which  the 
had  Just  received.  .    . 

"Yes,  my  mastcns"  said  the  King,  "it  is  even  sou 
Ye  know  how  Scotland  deceivtid  us  when  she  pro- 
posed to  send  this  valiant  Earl,  with  a  bold  company 
of  her  best  and  noblest,  to  aid  our  arms  in  this  con- 
quest of  Palestine,  but  failed  to  comply  with  her  en- 
gagements. This  noble  youth,  under  wnom  the  Scot- 
tish Crusaders  were  to  hnve  b<'en  arrayed,  thought 
foul  scorn  that  his  arm  should  be  withheld  from  the 


holy  warfare,  and  joined  us  at  Sicily  with  a  small 
train  of  devoted  and  faithful  attendants,  which  waa 
augmented  by  many  of  his  countrymen  to  whom  the 

„ „-, ,., ^ rank  of  their  leader  was  unknown.    The  confidants 

t  his  head  gracefully,  but  declined  the  of  the  Royal  Prince  had  all ,  save  one  old  follower, 

fallen  by  death,  when  bis  secret,  but  too  well  kept, 
had  nearly  occasioned  my  cutting  off,  in  a  Scotiiah 
adventurer,  one  of  the  noblest  hopes  of  Ewn>pe.— 
Why  did  you  not  mention  your  rank,  noble  Hunting- 
don, when  endanjgercd  by  my  hasty  and  pissionate 
sentence  7— Was  it  that  you  thought  Richard  capable 
of  abusing  the  advantage  I  possessed  ovor  the  heir 
of  a  King  whom  I  have  so  often  found  hostile f 

"  I  did  you  not  that  injustice,  n)ya!  Richard,"  an- 
swered the  Earl  of  Huntingdon  i*"  i  ut  my  pride  brook- 


for  her  most  princely  i 


ind  the  woundtd  man,"  he  said.  "The 
)t  his  patient  niort;  than  the  champion 
if  he  be  summoned  to  a  bower  like 
ise.  And  farther,  royal  Richard,  know 
of  the  East  flows  not  so  temperately 
«  of  heaiity,  as  that  of  your  land.  What 
.  it8«^lf ?  'Her  eye  is  as  the  t-dge  of  the 
'rophet,  who  shall  look  uptm  it  7*  He 
}t  ne  burnt  avoideth  to  tread  on  hot 


nien  spread  not  the  flax  before  a  bickei^   ed  not  that  I  should  avow  myself  Prince  of  Scotland 


;,  saith  the  sage,  who  hath  forfeited  a 
not  wisely  to  turn  back  his  head  to 


in  order  to  save  my  life,  endangered  for  defaiJt  of  loy- 
alty. And,  moreover,  I  had  made  my  vow  to  pre- 
serve my  rank  unknown  till  the  Crusade  should  be 
accomplished ;  nor  did  I  mention  it  save  in  artieulo 
mortis,  and  under  tlie  seal  of  confeaiion,  to  yonder 
reverend  hermit" 

-  , "  It  was  the  knowledge  of  that  secret,  then,  which 

ill  accent  a  collation  under  the  black   made  the  good  man  so  urgent  with  me  to  recall  my 
itof  a  eiiief  of  Curdistan."  severe  sentence 7"  said  Richard.    "Well  did  he  aay, 

nvitaiion   was  circidated  among  the    that  had  this  gotxl  knight  fallen  by  my  mandate,  I 

should  have  wished  the  deed  undone  though  it  had  cost 


nav  be  believed,  respected  the  inotives 
lien  flowed  from  manners  so  diflerent 
and  urged  his  n^uest  no  farther, 
said  the  Soldaii,  as  he  deparU'd,  "  I 


nprehending  all  those  of  surtirient  iin« 
i  admitted  to  sit  at  a  feast  made  for 

lid  Richard,  "the  timbrels  announce 
1  and  her  attendants  arc  leaving  their 
f?e,  the  turbans  sink  on  the  around,  as 
1  by  a  destroying  angel.  All  lie  pros- 
glance  of  an  Arab's  eye  could  sully 
I  lady's  che«.k  1  Conic,  we  will  to  the 
;ad  our  conqueror  thither  in  triumph.— 
lat  noble  Soldan,  who  knows  but  of 
town  to  th()S(>  of  inferior  natun* !" 
vA  his  harp  to  its  boldest  measure,  to 
itrod union  of  the  victor  into  the  pa- 
n  Rerrngaria.  He  entered,  siipiK)rted 
}y  his  sponsors,  Richard  and  Thomas 
nd  knelt  gracefidly  down  Iwforc  the 
1  more  than  half  the  homage  was 
.-d  40  Edith,  who  sat  on  her  right  hand. 
I,  my  mistresses,"  snid  the  King,  whose 
n  tnc  execution  of  such  chivalrous 
Beauty  honour  Chivalry!  Undo  his 


me  a  limb— A  hmb !— I  should  have  wished  it  undone 
had  it  cost  me  my  life— since  the  world  would  have 
said  that  Richard  had  abused  the  condition  in  which 
the  heir  of  Scotland  had  placed  himself,  by  his  con- 
fidence in  hia  generosity." 

"  Yet,  may  we  know  of  your  Grace  by  what  strange 
and  happy  chance  thia  nddle  waa  at  length  read  7" 
said  the  Queen  Berengaria. 

"Letters  were  brought  to  us  from  England,"  said 
the  King,  "in  which  we  learnt,  among  other  un- 
pleasant news,  that  the  King  of  Scotland  had  seized 
upon  three  of  our  nobles,  when  on  a  pilgrimage  to 
Saint  Ninian,  and  alleged  as  a  cause,  that  his  heir, 
Ijoing  supposed  to  be  fighting  in  the  ranks  of  the  Teu- 
tonic Knights,  against  the  heathen  of  Roruaaia,  was, 
in  fnct.  in  our  camp,  and  in  our  power:  and,  there- 
fore, William  proposed  to  hold  these  nobles  as  host- 
ages for  his  safety.  This  gave  me  the  first  light  on 
the  real  rank  of  the  Knight  of  the  l..eopard,  and  my 
suspicions  were  confirmed  by  De  Vaux^  wKo^  o^  V^ 
return  from  ABca\oi^V)To\ii^v\iii«^^\^i^s«k'a)itv«x 


TALES  OP  THE  CRUSADERS. 


rcuAf .  xxvm. 


of  Huntingrlon'*  noleattondnnt,  a  thick-flkiille<i  slave 
who  had  uone  thirty  inilrB  (o  unfold  to  De  V'aux  a 
aecrcl  he  HMoiiId  haw  told  to  iiu*.*' 

''Old  Strauchan  iiiiiHt  Im  excuard,"  Raid  the  Lord 
of  Gilslnnd.  "He  knew  froin  vxperience  that  my 
heart  i^  »jfiicwhut  softer  than  if  I  wrote  myself  Plau- 
tapenet." 

*'Tliy  heart  soft?  thou  commodity  of  old  iron— and 
Cuniliurland  flint,  that  liiofi  art!"  exclaimed  the  King. 
—"It  is  w»«  PluntageiietN  who  boast  soft  and  feeling 
hearts.  K^iith/'  turning  to  his  cousin,  with  an  expres- 
sion which  called  the  bl<K)d  into  her  cli'/ck— "  (>ive 
me  thy  hand,  my  fair  cousin,  and,  Prince  of  Scotland, 
thine/' 

'*  Forbear,  my  lord,"  said  Edith,  hanging  back,  and 
endeavouring  to  hide  her  c<mfusion.  under  an  atlr^mpt 
to  rally  her  royal  kinsman's  credulity.  "  Remember 
you  not  that  my  hand  was  to  be.  the  signal  of  con- 
verting to  the  Christian  faith  the  Saracen  and  Arab, 
&'aladm  ami  all  his  turhaned  host  V* 

"Ay,  but  the  wind  of  prophccv  hath  chopped  about, 
and  sits  now  in  another  corner. '  replied  Richani. 

*'  Mock  not,  lest  your  bonds  be  made  strong."  said 
the  Hermit,  stepping  forward.  "The  heavenly  host 
write  nothing  hut  truth  in  their  brilliant  reconN— it  is 
man's  eyes  which  arc  too  weak  to  rciod  their  charac- 
ters aright.  Know,  that  when  Saladin  and  Kenneth 
of  Scotland  slept  in  my  grotio,  I  read  in  the  stars  that 
there  resteii  under  my  roof  a  prince,  the  natural  foe  of 
Richard,  with  whom  the  fate  of  Edith  Plantagenct 
was  to  be  united.  Could  I  doubt  that  this  must  be 
the  SoMan,  whose  rank  was  well  known  to  me^  as  he 
often  visited  my  cell  to  converse  on  the  rvvolutionsof 
the  heavenly  bodies?— Again,  the  lights  of  the  firma- 
ment proclaimed  that  this  Prince,  the  husband  of 
Edith  Planingenot,  should  be  a  Christian ;  and  I,— 
weak  and  wild  interpreter  !— argued  thence  the  con- 
version of  the  noble  Saladin,  whose  good  qualities 
seemed  often  to  incline  him  towards  the  better  faith. 
The  sense  of  my  weakness  hath  humbled  mc  to  the 
dust,  but  in  the  dust  1  have  found  cf^mfort !  I  have 
not  read  aright  the  fate  of  others— who  can  assure  me 
but  that  I  ]ii!iy  have  miscalculated  mine  own  ?  Gnni 
will  not  have  us  briiik  into  his  council-hoii<<e^  or  spy 
out  his  hidden  mysteries.  We  must  wait  his  time 
with  wa'ching  ana  prayer— with  fear  and  with  hope. 
I  came  hither  the  stern  seer— the  proud  prophet- 
skilled,  as  I  thought,  to  instruct  princes,  and  gifted 
«ven  with  supernatural  powers,  but  burdened  with  a 
weight  w^hich  I  deemed  no  shoulders  but  mine  could 
have  liorne.  Kut  my  bands  have  been  boken !  I  go 
hence  humble  in  mine  ignorance,  penitent— and  not 
hopeless." 

With  these  wonis  he  withdrew  from  the  assembly ; 
and  it  is  reconliHi,  that,  from  that  period,  his  frenzy 
fits  seldom  occurred,  and  his  penances  were  of  a 
milder  character,  and  accompanieti  with  belter  hopes 
of  the  fuiiire.  So  much  is  there  of  seIf-o(>inion,  even 
in  insanity,  that  the  conviction  of  his  having  enter- 
tained ana  expresscn  an  unfoundt^d  prediction  with  so 
much  vehemence,  sof;>med  to  operate  like  loss  of  blixxl 
on  the  human  frame,  to  modify  and  lowex  the  fever 
of  the  bram. 

It  is  needless  to  follow  into  farther  paniculars  the 
conferences  at  the  royal  tent  or  to  inquire  whether 
David,  Karl  of  H-untingdon,  was  as  mute  in  the  r^re- 
sence  of  J'^iith  Plantageuet,  as  when  he  was  hound  to 
act  under  the  characier  of  an  obscure  and  nameless 
adventurer.  ^It  may  he  well  InHeved  that  he  there 
expressed,  w'lth  suitable  earnestness,  the  passion  to 
which  he  had  so  often  before  found  it  di^licult  to  give 
words. 

The  hour  of  noon  now  approached,  and  Saladin 
waited  to  receive  the  Princes  of  Christendom  in  a 
irinl,  which,  but  for  its  large  sizr/,  diftcred  little  from 
tliat  of  the  ordinar>' shelter  of  the  common  Curdman, 
or  Arab;  yet,  l>eneath  its  ample  and  sable  covering, 
was  pr<:i)ared  a  banquet  after  the  most  gorgeous  fash- 
ion of  the  Iv-ist,  extonderl  upon  carpels  of  the  richest 
ntufls,  with  cushitms  laid  for  the  guests.  But  wc  can- 
not stiip  to  de-crilM^  the  cloth  of  gold  and  silver— .the 
superb  enibrr>idcry  in  Araliesiiue— the  shawls  of  Casch- 
mer&— and  the  muslins  of  India,  which  were  here  un- 
folded in  all  their  apluidour :  far  leas  to  tell  the  difier- 


ent,  Bwei'friii'ats,  rasmits  edged  with  nee,  eoloarcd  in 
various  niniineiM,  with  all  the  other  niceties  of  Eaat- 
ern  ciHikery.  Lauihs  masted  whole,  and  game  and 
^Ntiiliry  dressed  in  pilaus,  wen*  piled  in  vcsself  of  j^oUL 
and  silver,  and  (Kjrrelain.  and  intermixed  with  brgi 
mazt.Ts  of  sherbet,  CiHiliii  in  snow  aiMi,  ice  from  tee 
caverns  of  Mount  Lthanon.  A  mngnific^ni  pileol 
cushiims  at  the  head  of  the  banquet,  seemed  prepaied 
for  the  master  of  the  feast,  and  such  dismitanes  as  be 
might  call  to  share  that  jdace  of  disfmciion,  whik^ 
froiii  the  roof  of  thi;  tent  in  all  quarters,  biit  nver  thil 
seat  of  eminence  in  particular,  waved  many  a  banner 
and  ^lennon,  the  trophies  of  battk-s  won,  and  kins- 
doms  overthrown.  Hut  amonssi  and  above  them  iQ, 
a  long  lance  displayed  a  shrrmn,  the  bannvrof  Duth, 
with  this  impreasivr  inscription—"  Saladin,  Kisgot 
Kings— Saladin,  VicToaorVicToae— Saladisjhw 
Amtd  these  preparations,  the  slaTea  who  hti 


arraiig(>d  the  refreshments  stood  v^'ith  drooped 

and  folded  arms,  mute  and  motionless  as  

mental  statuary,  or  as  au  torn  a  I  a,  which  waited  thi 
touch  of  the  artist  to  put  them  in  motion. 

Kxitecting  the  approach  of  his  princely  Ructts,  the 
Soldan,  imoued,  as  most  were,  with  the  superytitioM 
of  his  time,  paus^^d  over  a  horoscoue  and  currenKind- 
ing  scroll,  which  had  been  .sent  to  bim  by  the  Hemit 
of  Engaddi  when  hf  departed  from  the  camp. 

"Strange  and  mystenoiis  science,"  he  muttertd  tp 
hims(>lf,  "which,  pretending  to  draw  the  curtain  fl(f 
futurity,  misleads  those  whom  it  seems  to  guide,  ani 
darkens  the  scene  which  it  pretends  to  illuminate! 
Who  would  not  have  said  that  I  waa  that  eneny 
most  dangen>us  to  Richard,  whose  enmity  waa  to  H 
ended  by  marriage,  with  his  kinswoman  ?  Yer  it  nov 
app«'ars  that  a  union  betwixt  this  gallant  Earl  and 
the  lady  will  bring  about  friendship  betwixt  Richud 
and  Scotland,  an  enemy  more  dangerous  than  I.  ui 
wild-cat  in  a  chamlier  is  more  to  be  dreaded  than  a 
lion  in  a  distant  desert.— But  then,"  he  continued  to 
mutter  to  himself,  "the  combination  intimates,  ihit 
this  husband  was  to  lie  Christian.— ChriatianT'  ks 
repeated,  after  a  paus(\— "That  gave  the  insane, 6- 
naiic  star-gazer  hopes  that  I  might  renounce  myftilhl 
but  me,  the  faithful  follower  of  our  Pn>phet— me  it 
should  have  undeceived.— Lie  there,  mystenoua  aqolL' 
he  added,  thrusting  it  under  the  pile  of  cushioMi 
"strange  are  thy  bodements  and  fatal,  since,  evci 
when  true  in  themselves,  they  work  imon  those  wbi 
attempt  to  decipher  their  meaning,  all  the  eflecla  d 
falsehood.— How  now  !  what  means  this  intmaiiMif 

He  spoke  to  the  dwarf  Nectabanus.  who  nisM 
into  the  tent  fearfully  agitattxJ,  with  each  atrangeni 
disproportioned  feature  wrenched  by  horror  into  id 
mora  extravagant  ugliness,— his  mouth  open,  his  cya 
staring,  his  hand.H,  with  their  shrivelled  and  aefbnnitf 
fingers,  wildly  expanded. 

•^  What  now  7"  said  the  Soldan,  sternly. 

"  Accipe  hoe .'"  groaned  out  the  dwarf. 

"Ha!  sayst  thou?"  onswered  Saladin. 

"  Accipt  hoc  r  replied  the  panic-stnick  creatnre.U' 
conscious,  perhaps,  that  he  repeated  the  same  wonk 
as  before. 

Hence,  I  am  in  no  vein  for  fooler>',"  said  tin 
Em}>eror. 

"  Nor  am  I  further  fool,"  said  the  dwarf;  "than  ti 
make  my  folly  help  out  my  wita  to  earn  my  bivad. 
po»^r  helpless  wretch  J— Hear,  hear  me,  great  Soldan  r 

"  Nay.  if  thou  hast  octua!  wrong  to  complain  oC** 
said  Saladin,  "  fool  or  wise,  thou  art  entitled  to  the 
ear  of  n  King.— Retire  hither  with  me,"  and  he  kd 
him  into  the  inner  tent. 

Whatever  their  conference  related  to,  it  was  soon 
broken  off  by  the  fanfare  of  the  trumpets,  annoiincinf 
the  arrival  of  the  various  Christian  princes^  whoa 
Saladin  welcomed  to  his  tent  with  a  royal  couTteif 
well  becoming  their  rank  and  liis  own ;  but  chieflfi 
he  saluted  the  young  Earl  of  Huntingdon,  and  mtve- 
rously  congratulated  him  upon  prospects,  which 
seemed  to  have  interfered  with  and  overclouded  tboifi 
which  he  had  himself  entertained. 

"  But  think  not,"  said  the  Soldan,  **  thoa  nobli 
youth,  that  the  Prince  of  Scotland  is  more  wclcooa 
to  Saladin,  than  was  Kenneth  to  the  solitary  llderin 
when  they  met  in  the  desert,  or  the  distiessed  Edrop 
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10  llw  Hakim  Adonbec.    A  briTe  tnd  generoiu  dw- 

E'tion  like  thine  hath  a  value  independent  of  con- 
m  and  birth,  aa  the  cool  draught,  which  I  here 
pofler  tbe&  ia  as  deiicioua  from  an  earthen  vesael  a» 
Dam  a  floblet  of  Kold." 

The  Eari  of  Huntingdon  made  a  auitable  replj, 
l^aiafully  acknowledging  the  various  important  ser^ 
neealM  had  received  trum  the  generous  Soldan ;  but 
nrhen  he  had  i>led«»d  Saladin  in  the  bowl  of  sherbet, 
arhidi  the  Soldan  n&d  profTered  tu  him,  he  could  not 
help  remarking  with  a  smile,  "  The  brave  cavalier, 
IkMrim,  knew  not  of  the  formation  of  ice,  but 
ihe  munificent  Soldan  cools  his  aherbec  with 
■owJ' 

**  Wouldst  thou  have,  an  Arab  or  a  Curdman  as  wise 
u  a  Hakim  7"  aaid  the  Soldan.  "  He  who  doea  on 
■  diaRuiae  must  make  the  sentiments  of  his  heart  and 
iha  learning  of  his  head  accord  with  the  dress  which 
ha  aaaumea.  I  desiied  to  see  how  a  brave  and  single- 
pHited  cavalier  of  Franifpstan  would  conduct  himself 
m  debate  with  such  a  cmef  as  I  then  seemed ;  and  I 
Bssiiooed  the  truth  of  a  well-known  fiict,  to  know 
9f  what  argumenta  thou  wouldst  support  thy 


■smitr  i 
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While  fhey  were  speaking,  the  Archduke  of  Austria, 
who  stood  a  little  apart,  was  struck  with  the  mention 
af.  ioed  sherbet,  and  took  with  pleasure  and  aomc 
HUtaeaa  the  deep  goblet,  as  the  Earl  of  Huntingdon 
was  about  to  replace  it. 

*Most  delicious!"  he  exclsimed,  after  a  deep 
Wighi,  whk:h  the  heat  of  the  weather,  and  the  fever- 
■knesa  following  the  debauch  of  the  preceding  day, 
lad  rendered  doubly  acceptable.  He  sighed  as  he 
Duded  the  cup  to  the  Grand  Master  of  the  Templars. 
Ssladin  made  a  sign  to  the  dwarf,  who  advanced  and 
pDDOunced,  with  a  harsh  voice,  the  words,  Accipe 
met  Tlie  Templar  started,  like  a  steed  who  sees  a 
MD  under  a  bush  beside  the  pathwsy ;  yet  instantly 
jBCQverad,  and  to  hide,  perhaps,  hia  confusion,  raised 
■iffoblet  to  his  lips—hut  those  lips  never  touched  that 
mef 's  rim.  The  aabre  of  Saladin  left  ita  sheath  as 
Viming  kravea  the  cloud.  It  was  waved  in  the  air, 
^  'Dd  toe  head  of  the  Grand  Master  rolled  to  the  ex- 
nitr  of  the  tent,  while  the  trunk  remained  for  a 
^i  atanding,  with  the  goblet  still  clenched  in  its 

.  . ,  then  fell,  the  liquor  mingling  with  the  blood 

■t  apurled  from  the  veins.* 

There  was  a  general  exclamation  of  treason,  and 
loMria,  nearest  to  whom  Saladin  stood  with  the 
ifoodv  aobre  in  his  hand,  started  back  aa  if  apprehen- 
ite  chat  hia  turn  was  to  come  next.  Ricoard  and 
Khera  laid  hands  on  their  aworda. 

""Fear  nothing,  noble  Austria,"  said  Saladin,  aa 
lomposedly  as  u  nothing  had  happened,  "  nor  you, 
oyaJ  EogiancL  be  wroth  at  what  you  have  seen.  Not 
iar  hia  manifold  treasons;— nor  for  the  attempt 
vfaich,  as  may  be  vouched  by  his  own  squire,  he  in- 
aigated  against  King  Richard's  life;— not  that  he 
nnued  the  Prince  of  Scotland  and  myself  in  the 
lamrt,  reducing  us  to  save  our  Jives  by  the  speed  of 
Mr  horses;— not  that  he  had  stirred  up  the  Maronites 
o  attack  us  upon  this  very  occasion,  had  I  not  brought 
V  unexpectedly  so  many  Arabs  as  rendered  the 
leheme  abortive;— not  for  any  or  all  of  these  crimes 
loea  he  now  lie  there,  although  each  were  deserving 
■ch  a  doom;— but  because,  scarce  half  an  hour  ere 
le  polluted  our  presence,  aa  the  simoom  empoisons 
he  atmosphere,  he  poniarded  his  comrade  and  ac- 
omplicc,  Conrade  oi  Montscrrat,  lest  he  should  con- 

*  The  manner  of  the  death  of  the  «appo«ed  Grand  Matter  of 
hsTcaniilan,  wai  taken  from  Uie  real  tracedjr  enacted  by  8ala* 
la.  apon  Uie  peraon  of  Arnold  or  Reginald  de  Chatillcm.  Tiii* 
CffWNi.  a  eoldier  of  fortune,  had  aeiied  a  caatle  on  llie  verge  of 
ha  dM«rt,  from  whence  lie  made  plumlennf  excurMonii,  and 
MMttod  and  abused  the  pilvrimi  who  were  on  their  jottmejr  to 
It  wai  cliiefly  un  hit  account  thai  Saladin  declared 


nr  acaintt  G'jjr  de  Lutifnan.  the  la«l  lAlin  Kinx  of  the  Holv 
;MHi.  Tlte  Ctiriiitian  monarch  wiu  defitated  bjr  iiialadin  with 
he  l«w  of  30,000  men,  and  hsTinf  been  made  priMxier,  wiUi 
liiMillon  and  other*,  was  conducted  befora  the  8f>ldnn,  Tlie 
ieiiir  prMeotcd  to  hit  exhausted  captive  a  cup  of  ilierbct. 
—'1  in  mow.    Luairnan  havinr  drank,  waa  about  to  hand 


ha  rap  to  Chntillon,  when  Uie  Hiildan  interfered, 
as,**  ha  Mid,  "  mr  royal  priaoner,  ii  aaered.  but  L.^  .^^  w.  w. 
■dm  auaC  not  be  profaned  bjr  a  blaaphemouj   robber  and 
~      "    ~  rhetlewlhea    "      .    ■  •  -  ^    -  •^•-       - 

iiBBOM'a  JriMpry. 


Bo  mfing,  he  tiew  the  captive  knight  by  a  blow  of 
r.-8aaGii "" 


feea  the  infamoui  plota  in  which  they  had  both  been 
engaaed." 

'^How!  Conrade  murdered  7-~And  by  the  Grand 
Maater.  his  sponsor  and  most  intimate  friend  P'  ez' 
claimed  Richard.  "  Noble  Soldan,  I  would  not  doubt 
thee— yet  this  must  be  proved— otherwise" 

"There  stands  the  evidence."  said  Saladin.  point- 
ing to  the  terrified  dwarf.  "  Alio,  who  sends  the  fire» 
fly  to  illuminate  the  night  sesson,  can  discover  secret 
crimes  by  the  most  contemptible  means." 

The  Soldan  proceeded  to  tell  the  dwarfs  story, 
which  amounted  to  this.^In  his  foolish  curiosity,  or, 
aa  he  partly  confessed,  with  some  thoughts  of  pilfer- 
ing^ Nectabanus  had  atrayed  into  the  tent  of  Conrade, 
which  had  been  deserted  by  his  attendants,  some  of 
whom  had  left  the  encampment  to  carry  the  news  of 
his  defeat  tu  his  brother,  and  others  were  availing 
themselves  of  the  means  which  Saladin  bad  suppliea 
for  revelling.  The  wounded  man  slept  under  tne  in- 
fluence of  Saladin'a  wonderful  talisman,  so  that  the 
dwarf  had  'opportunity  to  pry  about  at  pleasure,  until 
he  waa  frightened  into  concealment  by  the  aound  of 
a  heavy  step^  he  skulked  behind  a  curtain,  yet  could 
see  the  motiona,  and  hear  the  words,  of  the  Grand 
Master,  who  enu^red  and  carefully  secured  thecover- 
ing  of.  the  pavilion  behind  him.  His  victim  started 
from  sleep,  and  it  would  appear  that  be  instantly  sus- 
pected the  purpose  of  his  old  aesociate,  for  it  waa  in  a 
tone  of  alarm  that  he  demanded  wherefore  he  di»- 
turbed  him? 

"  I  come  to  confess  and  to  absolve  thee,"  answered 
the  Grand  Master. 

Of  their  further  apeech  the  terrified  dwarf  reroeni- 
hered  little,  aave  that  Conrade  impk>red  the  Grand 
Master  not  to  break  a  wounded  reed,  and  that  the 
Templar  struck  him  to  the  heart  with  a  Turkish  dag^ 
ger,  with  the  words  accipe  Aoc— words  which  long 
afterwarda  haunted  the  larrified  imagination  of  the 
concealed  wimess. 

"  I  verified  ihe  tale,"  said  Saladin,  "  by  causing  the 
body  to  be  examined ;  and  I  made  this  unhappy  being, 
whom  Allah  hath  made  the  discoverer  of  the  crime, 
repeat  in  your  own  uresenoe  the  words  which  the 
murderer  spoke ;  ona  you  yourselves  saw  the  eflfeet 
which  they  produced  upon  bis  conscience." 
,  The  Soldan  pauaed,  and  the  King  of  England  broke 
ailence  :~ 

"  If  this  be  true,  as  I  doubt  not,  we  have  witneeeed 
a  great  act  of  justice,  though  it  bore  a  difierent  aspect. 
But  wherefore  in  this  presence  7  wherefore  with  thine 
own  hand  1" 

"I  had  designed  otherwiae,"  said  Saladin t  "hot 
had  I  not  hastened  bis  doom,  it  had  been  altogether 
averted,  since,  if  I  had  permitted  him  to  taate  of  my 
cup,,aB  he  was  about  to  do,  how  could  I,  without  in- 
curring the  brand  of  inbospitality,  have  done  him  to 
death  as  he  deserved  ?  Had  he  murdered  my  father 
and  afterwards  partaken  of  mv  food  and  my  bowl,  not 
a  hair  of  his  head  could  have  been  injured  by  me.  But 
enough  of  htm— let  his  carcass  and  hia  memory  be 
removed  from  smongst  us." 

The  body  was  corni*d  oway,  and  the  marks  of  the 
slaughter  obliterated  or  concealed  with  such  ready 
duztcrity,  as  showed  that  the  case  was  not  altoge- 
ther so  uncommon  as  to  paralyze  the  aasistania  and 
ofiicere  of  Ssladin's  houseliold. 

But  the  Christian  princes  felt  that  the  scene  which 
they  had  beheld  weighed  heavily  on  their  spirits,  and 
although  at  the  courteous  invitation  of  the  Soldan, 
they  assumed  their  seats  at  the  banquet,  yet  it  waa 
with  the  silence  of  doubt  and  amazement.  The  spi- 
rits of  Richard  alone  surmountc-d  all  cause  for  suspi- 
cion or  embarrassment.  Yet  he,  too,  seemed  to  ru- 
mi.nate  on  some  proposition,  as  if  he  were  desirous  of 
making  it  in  the  most  insinuating  and  acceptable 
manner  which  was  possible.  At  length  he  drank  off 
a  large  howl  of  wine,  and,  addressing  tne  Soldnn,  de- 
sired to  know  whether  it  was  not  true  that  he  had 
honoured  the  Earl  of  Huntingdon  with  a  personal 
encounter. 

Saladin  answered  with  a  smile,  that  he  had  proved 
hia  horse  and  hia  weapons  with  the  heir  of  Scotland, 
as  cavaliera  are  wont  to  do  wi:^  each  other  when  they 
meet  in  the  deeort— and  modeatiy  addjd,  that  though 
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the  comlNit  was  not  entireljr  decimve,  he  had  not,  on  I 
his  pnri,  much  reason  lo  pride  himnelf  on  ihe  event  I 
Thu  Srot,  un  iheother  hand,  diavlatmod  the  attributed 
•upi'riority.  and  wiahcd  tu  assign  it  to  the  ^$oldan. 

**  Knousfh  o(  honour  thou  hast  had  in  the  encoun- 
ter," Haid  Richanl,  "and  I  envy  thee  more  for  that, 
than  for  the  smilea  of  Edith  Plantagenef,  though  one 
pf  them  might  reward  a  bloody  day'ii  work.— But 
what  say  you,  noble  princes ;  ia  it  fitnng  that  auch  a 
royal  riii;?  of  chivalry  should  break  up  without  aome- 
thing  being  done  for  future  times  to  apeok  of?  What 
)e  the  overthrow  and  death  of  a  traitor,  to  auch  a  fair 
garland  of  honour  as  is  here  amembled,  and  which 
ought  not  to  part  without  witnessing  something  more 
worthy  of  their  r^^rd  1  How  say  you,  princ(.ly  ^- 
dan— What  if  we  two  should  now,  and  before  this  fair 


nn  far  too  few  to  enable  foa  to  proaacule  yam  enter- 
prise, ie  as  well  known  to  me  as  to  jrouraelf.  I  mar 
not  yield  you  up  that  J«*niaeleni  which  you  so  mucB 
desire  to  hold.  It  is  to  as,  as  to  yon,  a  Holy  City. 
But  whatever  other  terma  Richard  demands  of  Saii- 
din,  shall  be  aa  wilUngly  yielded  as  yonder  fountain 

J'idda  its  waters.  Ay,  and  the  same  should  be  at 
rankly  aflbided  by  Saladin.  if  Richard  atood  in  the 
desert  with  but  two  archerv  in  bia  train  f 


company,  decide  the  hmg-con tended  question  for  this 
land  of  Palec  une.  and  end  at  once  these  tedious  wara  7 
Yonder  are  the  lista  ready,  nor  can  Paynimrie  ever 


hope  a  better  champion  than  thou.  I,  unjns  worthier 
ofiera,  will  lay  down  m«^  gauntlet  in  behalftkf  Christen- 
dom, and,  in  all  love  ana  honour,  we  will  do  mortal 
iMttle  for  the  possession  of  Jeniaalem." 

There  was  a  deep  pause  for  the  Soldan'a  answer. 
His  cheek  and  brow  coloured  highly,  and  it  was  the 
opinion  of  many  present,  that  he  ncaitaied  whether  he 
mould  accept  the  challenge.  At  length  he  said, 
**  Fighting  for  the  Holy  City  against  thoae  whom  we 
regard  as  idolaters,  and  worshippers  of  atocka  and 
stones,  and  graven  images,  I  niij;nt  confide  that  Alia 
would  atrengihen  my  arm:  or  if  I  fell  beneath  the 
aword  of  the  Melech  Ric,  I  could  not  pass  to  Para- 
dise by  a  more'glorious  death.  But  Alia  haa  already 
given  Jerusalem  to  the  true  believern,  and  it  were  a 
tempting  the  Giod  of  the  Prophet  to  peril,  upon  my  own 
personal  strenfrthand  akill,  that  which  1  hold  accurely 
by  the  auperiority  of  my  forces." 

"If  not  for  Jerusalem,  t\:nn^"  said  Richard,  in  the 
tone  of  one  who  would  entreat  a  favour  of  an  intimate 
fnend,  '*  yet,  for  the  love  of  honour,  let  us  run  at  least 
three  courses  with  grinded  lances  t' 

/*Even  this,"  aaid  Saladin,  half  smiling  atCcpurde 
Lion's  affectionate  earn(*8tness  for  the  combat,  **cven 
this  I  may  not  lawfully  do.  The  master  places  the 
shepherd  over  the  floc-k,  not  for  the  shepherd's  own 
nke,  but  for  the  sake  of  the  sheep.  Had  I  a  mm  to 
hold  the  sceptre  when  I  fell,  I  might  h»ve  had  the 
libertv,  aa  I  have  the  will,  to  brave  this  bold  encoun- 
ter; out  your  own  Scripture  aayetli,  that  when  the 
herdsman  is  smitten,  the  sheep  are  scattered." 

"Thou  hast  had  all  tlie  fortune,"  said  Richard,  turn- 
ing to  the  Earl  of  Huntingiion  with  a  sigh.  '*  I  would 
have  given  the  best  year  in  my  life  for  that  one  half 
hour  beside  the  Diamond  of  the  Desert !" 

The  chivalroua  extravagance  of  Richard  awakened 
the  spirits  of  the  assembly,  and  when  at  length  they 
BRMe  to  depart,  Saladin  advanced  and  took  Coeur  de 
Lk»n  by  the  hand. 

**  Noble  King  of  England,"  he  said,  **  we  now  part, 
never  to  meet  again.  Tliat  your  league  is  dissolved, 
no  more  to  be  reunited,  and  that  your  native  forcea 


The  next  day  saw  Richard's  retom  to  fris  own 
camp,  and  in  a  short  space  afker%rarda,  theyovng  Eai^ 
of  Huntingdon  was  espouiMxl  by  Edith  PfantagrneL 
The  Soldan  sent,  as  a  nuptial  present  on  this  occasion, 
the  celebrated  Taubman;  hut  ihoagh  irniny  curs 
were  wrought  bv  means  of  it  in  Europe,  none  equalled 
in  success  and  celebrity  thoae  wucn  the  SiSukltB 
achieved.  It  is  still  in  existence,  having  been  b^ 
queathed  by  the  Earl  of  Huntingdon  lo  a  brave  knight 
of  Scoilano,  Sir  Simon  of  the  Lee,  in  whose  ancf^t 
and  highly  honoured  familv  it  is  still  preserved ;  and 
although  charmed  stones  nave  been  dismissed  from 
the  modem  Pharmacopa;ia,  its  virtues  are  still  sp- 
pl*ed  to  for  stopping  blood,  and  in  cases  of  canine 
madness. 

Our  story  closes  here,  as  the  terms  on  which  Rirh- 
ard  reUmjuished  his  conquests  are  to  be  fowid  in  evnr 
history  of  the  period. 

Trb  Las  PE!«!«r.~fliiife  Um  lot  thret  of  tlm  rohmt  m» 
printed  off.  a  kind  friend  liw  usMnitied  Uie  followinf  cwiw 
rioeumciit,  by  which  it  would  appemr  that  tlw  allcfed  virtnn  ^ 
the  Lee  Ptinnx  had  nt  one  tune  ciwn  in— iiaw  la  oar  Pn■b^ 
teriaa  tMethraoof  Cljrdndale. 

(Co|>y). 
Extract  from  tlw  AawnMie  Book*  at  Olaaiow,  aoaot  tlie  Ln 
Penny  «luoo. 

Apui  CKtugow,  at  ^OcuSer* 
fiTifOO.  Sua  2. 

QcRiuc  day.  amonfept  the  rarerriee  a€  Ihe  Breihren  of  tba 
Ministry  of  Lanark,  it  was  propr>m»d  to  the  Syoo^  Uiet  Garia 
Hnmiitun  of  Knploch  tiad  punueit  an  Cooplaukt  befun  tliea 
afainsttfir  James  Lorkhart  of  Lee.  anent  tliesoperatinuweiiiii 
of  an  8tiine,  set  in  nilver,  for  Uie  euriDf  of  deeeoaed  CtfUe,  4« 
thusaid  Gavin  anirDied  eoaid  not  be  lairfliliy  HM(,aiid  UmI  tWy 
had  deferrit  to  five  ony  deciaioone  tliairin  till  cheadnee  of  Uk 
Aaaemblie  miyhl  be  liad  concemiira  tlie  aama.  TlwAMablS 
having  imjuirit  of  the  manner  of  uaina  thereof,  and  pariiralarty 
undorslood,  beexamiiration  of  tlm  aaid  Laird  of  Lev  and  pUm^ 
wine,  that  tlie  nintoni  in  iMily  to  cmt  tha  atone  in  mww  water, 
and  five  tfie  de«ea«it  Cattle  Uieraof  lo  drink,  and  tliai  rtie  fan 
is  done  without  usinf  any  arorda.  auch  aa  Ciiarmeraaiid  rtirae- 
rem  use  in  thair  unlawfull  practices ;  nnd  eDnai<l«;rinf  that  ia 
ilkiare  thair  are  many  thinfs  aeen  lo  work  stranaa  tOhrt*.  «hm^ 
of  no  human  wit  con  five  a  reason,  it  liavinf  pleastGiia  toiivt 
to  atones  and  herbs  a  siwciall  vertne  fbr  liealinf  of  naay  iadnar 
lies  in  man  and  bvast.  adviaea  tlic  Brethiea  to  iiiriiiaii  thair 
proce»i,  as  therein  tliey  perreiTe  no  arouiiri  of  Oflfiniea,  and  ai- 
munishea  Ihe  said  Ijiird  of  Lee,  in  the  usinc  of  thamd  stesf. 
lo  lake  lieid  that  it  be  nsit  hereafter  with  the  least  acandleihal 

Kssibly  maybe.    Extract  out  of  tlie  Books  of  the  ftaaimtilu 
Iden  at  Glasfow.  and  aubacribad  at  tliair  c 


M.  Roaiar  Yoitno,  Clerk  lo  Ha 
AaaemMia  at  Glaafow. 

*  T^J*"  ia  unfoftuaalalr  ooC  fives ;  b«t  the  Sir  Jmw 
Lockhart  naaied  in  Um  aatraet  wa*  bora  ia  isaf .  aad  died  m 
1174. 


THE  END  OF  THE  TAUSBIAN. 


WOODSTOCK; 


OR, 


THE  CAVALIER. 


INTRODUCTION  TO  WOODSTOCK. 


ruE  huflf  period  of  the  mat  Civil  War  wai  one  in  which 
Uv^  clianii'tur  and  f^eniuii  or  diflnrent  iwrtiei  were  moNt  bril- 
'lAotly  diiiilavHd,  and,  accordingly,  the  iucidcnta  vhich  took 
plac  cm  firljer  -ide  wvre  of  a  Rtrikinif  and  extraordiriary  cha- 
-wrtvr.  and  affonivd  ample  foundation  for  flrtitiixunompoiilion. 
T)ii>  .tuihor  h.id  in  loino  mea«ure  attempUHl  nuch  in  Pi-venl  of 
till'  Pt-nk. :  but  ?>!<>  sntne  waii  in  a  remote  part  of  the  kinrdom, 
and  niin^kd  with  other  national  ditTtirent'cii,  which  leil  him 
sidl  at  UbtTty  to  ifiean  another  harvost  oat  of  no  ample  a  ^tore. 

In  th"«o  ciri-umstanroii,  name  wnndurful  ad\'«nturei  which 
naii|N.>ft<>d  ni  Woodstock  in  th«!  year  1619.  occurred  to  him  ai 
vuiiifiltiu!;  he  had  lonp  a^  read  of,  allhou7ii  ho  waa  unable  to 
trlj  w>f*'r(^  and  of  which  the  hmt  a]>|wnrod  sufficif'nt,  although, 
diMibiU  Id.  itmiiphtliavfbfcn  much  betttir  handled  if  the  author 
had  nut,  in  the  iapM  of  time,  lost  every  tliins  like  an  accurate 
nrdlle'-tion  of  the  rmi!  vturjr. 

It  ^^»<■  not  until  about  Uim  perirtd,  namely,  1831,  that  the  au- 
thor, ht'ins  r:illi>il  upon  to  write  thin  Introduction,  obtained  a 
ffiK-rnl  arrounf  of  what  really  happened  u|Nin  the  marveiiouH 
or<-Ht!iou  III  <|ue!ition,  in  a  work  ti;rnied  **  Th«:  Evory-day  Book." 
pulMi.-li.il  by  Mr.  Hone,  and  f-illof  curioUiinntinuHr:an  reiiearcu, 
thv  o!.j»ri  l.i.iiir  to  <fivi:  a  \ariety  of  orii^inal  mformntion  con- 
rcniiiiir  m^nntirs,  iilu-itrated  by  curioux  uiHtancus,  rarely  to  be 
found  ei-<owhi>re.  Araoni;  other  matter,  Mr.  Hone  guoten  an 
atirit*  fnini  the  BritiHh  Ma«rii/inc  for  1747,  in  the  following 
woril4.  rind  utiirh  iw  pmbubiy  the  document  which  tlie  author 
of  W«*mli.»(»''k  had  formerly  pt-ruwd,  althnni^h  he  huh  unable 
to  rift  r  to  (lie  source  of  hiri  information.  The  tract  is  entitled, 
*'  Tiie  tiiMiuiuK  Ilidtory  of  the  Good  Devil  of  Wo«>d«tork,  fi- 
m'Mis  III  t)ie  w<>r!d,  in  the  year  IMS,  and  never  accounted  for, 
or  Ht  All  uiwlerstood  to  this  time." 

Till*  iL-ller  of  tliis  "Genuine  History"  proceeds  verbatim  as 

follows: 

'  SoMi"  ori;;inal  papers  having  lately  fallen  into  my  hands, 
und'-r  ilii<  ii.iinn  of  '  Authentic  Memoiri<  of  the  Memorable  Jo- 
tci'U  rij1liti.'.i,f  Oxford,  commonly  kn  iwnby  the  name  of  Funny 
Jo  •.  nud  now  intended  for  the  press."  I  wait  extremely  deliirhtud 
Vt  rind  in  I  hem  a  circumstantial  and  unqiiOHtionable  account  of 
the  rxift  fom'His  of  all  invijtible  agents,  so  well  known  in  tlie 
year  \H19.  undi-r  the  name  of  the  liood  Devil  of  Woodstock, 
ami  even  ail>>re\1  by  the  |«ople  of  that  place,  for  the  \'exation 
«iitl  dirtn^h^  it  occasioned  iM)me  people  they  were  not  much 
pleitie**!  with.  As  tliin  frunous  ktory,  Uioujr!)  reUtvd  by  a  thou- 
•an'J  [Miiplo.  and  alteided  in  all  its  circum:4tancea,  beyond  all 
poi«ibility  of  doubt,  by  people  of  rank,  leamin^r,  and  rcimta- 
tion.  "if  OxfonI  and  the  a.ijnc<-nt  towns,  hui  never  jjet  been  (re- 
nerally  u<*r4»unu;d  for.  or  at  all  understood,  and  is  perfectly 
explained,  III  n  minner  tliat  ran  admit  of  no  doubt,  in  tliAfO  pa- 
pern,  I  ciiiild  not  refuse  my  readers  the  pUiasure  it  ca\x-  me  in 
renduir." 

I'ticre  is,  therefore,  no  doubt  that,  in  the  year  1649,  a  number 
of  inriiienrK.  supposed  to  be  suiwniatuTOl.  timk  place  at  the 
Kine't  (lAlare  of  Wooitstock,  which  the  ComiuissioiH?rs  of  Par- 
liim«-ut  were  tlien  and  thi*rc  endenvourini^r  to  dilapidate  and 
dirstroy.  The  arrount  of  this  b}'  the  Cominisiiioners  them- 
•rlvf'«.  or  under  their  authority,  was  repeatedly  publislicd.  and 
in  |iariirnl;ir.  m  inwrted  as  rulation  sixth  of  Satun's  Invisible 
World  >>i«roTered,  by  Georp*  .Sinclair,  Profr-.4<-or  of  Philosopny 
iu  G!ii<eow,  an  approved  collector  of  «uch  t^iIes. 

It  wus  the  object  of  neither  of  tlie  i^reat  iMditiral  [mrties  of  tliat 
day  to  d^rrcdit  this  narmt:ve,  which  irn\-e  nvat  satiiifartion 
both  to  the  cavaliers  and  roundheads;  tlie  former  conccivinff 
tliat  (lie  licence  iriven  to  the  demims.  was  in  coiuieqiieniu!  of 
the  impious  dt  <4>crationof  the  Kins's  Ainiitureand  a|»iirtments. 
«o  thut  the  citizens  of  Woodstock  nlmnst  ndored  tlie  iiupiHMed 
■piritt.  n*  a\eniperfl  of  the  cause  of  royalty  ;  while  the  friends 
of  th»  Prirliaiiient,  on  tJin  other  hand,  imputed  to  the  maliee  of 
tite  fi  lid  ttie  otistruction  of  tlio  pious  work,  as  tl)ey  judged  tliat 
which  itH-y  had  in  hand. 

At  thfl  ri'k  of  prolonrinir  a  curions  qnotntion,  I  include  a 
pec-  or  tw<i  from  Mr.  Hone's  Every-day  Bo«»k. 

"Ttf  honourable  the  Cominissifmers  arrived  at  Woodstock 
roanur  hit;iv>.  October  13lh,  ami  took  up  their  residence  in  the 
Kinr'i  own  ntoms.  His  Majesty's  bedchamU-r  tliey  mode  their 
kitcht-11.  the  council-hall  their  {>antry.  nnd  thi*  presence- rluim- 
ber  wa>  the  place  where  they  sat  for  dis|»atrh  of  bUKJnes.  His 
M-«j'-»'y'4  dmiiif-room  tliey  made  their  wood-)ard,  ami  Htowi>d 
it  With  no  oih'.'r  wood  but  that  of  the  famous  Koynl  Oak  from 
the  Mt.'h  Park,  which,  that  nothing  might  be  left  with  the 
name  of  thf  Kinr  about  it.  they  had  dug  up  by  tlic  riK>ls,  and 
bundkd  lip  into  flurots  for  their  flrintr. 

"  Ocf.,lj.r  ifith.  This  day  they  Hrst  sat  for  the  di«|>ntch  of 
hosne  •!<  In  the  midst  of  thfir  first  debate  there  entered  a 
larrr*  iihrk  dor,  (ns  they  thoutrht.)  which  made  a  terrible  huM  I- 
inc.  o\<Tturned  tuo  or  three  of  their  chairs,  and  dome  some 
other  d;imnii',  wf  nt  under  the  bed.  and  lhen>  gnawed  the  conN. 
Th<-  lio'ir  this  while  CHitinued  cun»tantly  Mhut,  when,  after 
■ome  two  .ir  three  hours,  Giles  Hharp,  their  secretary.  liMikin;; 
aniier  the  bed.  perceived  (hat  the  crenturo  was  %'nniiihed,  and 
that  a  filule  of  m<>at  that  the  wn-ants  had  hid  there  whs  iin- 
tuu<-hr'd,  and  fhowinr  tliem  to  their  honours,  ttiey  were  all  con- 
rinn-d  tiif-ro  could  b«i  no  rt-al  dog  concerned  in  the  case ;  the 
vaid  Giles  aiso  deposed  on  oath,  that,  to  his  certain  knowledge, 
therv  wan  not. 

**  October  I7tl^    Am  they  were  tliia  day  aittinf  at  dinner  in  a 


lowrr  room,  they  heard  plainly  the  noise  of  persona  walkinff 
over  head,  though  they  well  know  tlie  doors  were  all  locked, 
and  tliere  could  bi!  none  tliere.  Presently  after  tlwy  heard  alao 
all  the  wood  of  the  King's  Oak  brought  by  parcels  from  tIte 
dinin<r-room,  and  thrown  with  great  violence  into  the  uresunor- 
chamber,  a>  also  tlie  chairs,  stools,  tablea,  and  other  fumiturt, 
forcibly  hurled  about  the  room,  their  own  i>apers  of  Uie  minutoa 
of  their  transactions  torn,  and  the  ink-glass  broken.  Wheu  aJl 
this  had  aome  time  ceased,  the  said  Giles  propoMd  to  enter  first 
into  Uieso  rooms,  and,  in  presence  of  ttie  Coramisaioners,  of 
whom  he  received  tlie  key.  he  opened  tiie  door  and  entoTMl  Um 
room,  their  lionours  following  liim.  Ho  there  found  tlie  wood 
strewed  about  the  room,  the  cluiirs  tossed  about  and  broken, 
the  paperatom,  and  the  ink-glass  broken  over  ihem  aJI,  as  (hey 
had  heard,  yet  no  footsteps  apiieared  of  any  iierson  wliatevw 
being  there,  nor  had  the  doors  fvtt  been  opened  to  admit  or  let 
out  any  iierwjns  since  their  honours  were  last  there.  It  waa 
therefore  voted,  utm.  eon.,  that  the  person  who  did  this  mis- 
chief could  have  entered  no  other  way  tlian  at  the  keyhole  of 
the  said  doont. 

"  In  the  night  following  this  same  day,  the  aaid  Giles,  and 
two  other  of  the  Coniniissionucs'  servant*,  as  thcy  were  in  bed 
in  the  same  room  with  tlieir  honours,  had  their  bed's  feet  lifted 
up  HO  much  higlier  than  their  licads,  tJiat  they  expected  to  have 
their  necks  broken,  and  then  they  were  lot  fall  at  once  with 
such  violence  as  shook  them  up  firom  the  bed  to  a  good  dis- 
tance ;  and  iJiis  was  repeated  many  times,  their  honours  being 
amared  speclHlors  of  iL  In  the  morning  the  bedsteads  were 
found  cracked  and  broken,  and  tlie  said  Giles  and  his  follows 
declared  they  were  sore  to  the  bones  wiUi  the  tossing  and  joltp 
ing  of  tlie  beda 

^'  October  19th.  As  they  were  all  in  bed  together,  the  can- 
dles were  all  blown  out  together  with  a  sulphurous  smell,  and 
in:<tantly  many  trenctiprs  of  wood  were  hut  led  about  the  room  ; 
and  oneof  th'*m  putting  his  head  abo\-e  tlie  clothes,  had  not 
\e*a  than  six  thrown  nt  him,  which  wounded  him  very  grie- 
vously. In  tlie  morning  the  trenchers  were  all  fonnd  lyinf 
about  the  room,  and  were  observed  to  bo  the  fame  they  had 
eaten  on  tlu>  day  before,  none  being  fouud  remaining  in  Um 
pantry. 

"  October  90th.  Tliis  night  the  candles  were  put  out  as  bo- 
fore  ;  tlie  curtains  of  the  bed  in  which  their  honours  lay,  were 
dmwn  to  and  fro  many  tim«-s  with  great  violence:  their  ho- 
nours  received  many  cruel  blows,  and  were  much  bruised  beside, 
with  ei^lit  great  newterdishe.H,  and  three  doz*fn  wooden  trench- 
ers, which  were  tliruwn  on  tlie  bed,  and  afterwards  licard  rolling 
about  the  room. 

"  Many  titnes  also  this  night  they  heard  the  forcible  fUling 
of  mony  fagots  by  Uieir  bcdsnle,  but  in  the  morning  no  fagota 
were  found  there,  no  dishes  or  trenchern  wem  there  seen  either; 
and  tile  aforesaid  Giles  atlesty,  that  by  their  difR<rent  arranginf 
in  the  pantry,  Uiey  had  assuredly  been  taken  thence,  and  after 
put  there  again. 

"  October  3lsL  The  keeper  of  their  ordinary  and  his  bitch 
lay  with  them :  This  night  tliey  had  no  dixiurbance. 

"October  SSd.  (handles  put  out  as  U>fore.  Tliey  had  the 
said  bitch  with  tliem  ogam,  but  were  not  by  tlmt  protected  ; 
the  bitch  set  up  a  n>ry  piteou->  cry  :  the  clothes  of  their  beda 
wore  all  pulled  off.  ano  the  bricks,  without  any  wind,  were 
thniwn  off  the  chimney  tops  inio  the  midst 

"  OctolMr  S4(h.  Th<*  ctmdkh  [lut  out  ns  before.  They  thought 
all  the  wood  of  the  Kind's  dak  was  violently  thrown  down  br 
Iheir  liedsides ;  tli**y  counted  sixty-four  fagols  that  fell  with 
gieat  violence,  and  soino  hit  and  shook  the  ImkI,— but  in  the 
morning  none  vi^-re  found  there,  nor  the  door  of  the  room  oiiened 
in  which  the  said  fngotr  were. 

"  October  2Sth.  The  candies  put  out  as  before.  The  curtaine 
of  the  bed  in  (he  drawinir  rooui  H^ni  many  times  forcibly 
drawn  ;  tlie  wo<id  thrown  out  as  before ;  a  terrible  crack  like 
tliunder  was  heard  :  and  one  of  the  servants,  running  to  Heo  if 
his  mastor  wns  not  killed,  found,  at  his  return,  three  dozen 
trenchers  laid  smoothly  uptin  his  bed  under  the  'juilt 

"  Octob<'.r  "Mtli.  The  beds  were  shaken  as  bifore;  tlte  wm> 
don.s  NHemed  nil  brokf<n  to  piectm,  anu  glaM  fell  in  vast  ipianti* 
tio4  a!!  about  the  room.  In  the  morning  they  found  the  windowa 
all  whole,  but  thi-  floor  strewed  with  broken  glass,  which  they 
gathered  and  laid  by. 

"October  'jsih.  At  miilnicht  candles  went  out  as  liefore: 
Homeihnig  walki>d  majestically  throurli  the  r>Nim.  mid  o|>ened 
Siiid  sliut  the  window  ;  rrent  utone*  werti  Mimwn  violently  into 
the  room.  S4inie  whereof  fell  on  the  beds,  others  <m  tl.e  fliwri 
and  about  a  nu.irter  after  one,  a  noi»e  vins  heard  ax  of  forty 
cniinoii  dijirlu'rL'i'd  toei-ther.  uiid  nriiin  rrit^ated  at  about  eiglit 
miiiut<>'*  di-tiince.  This  nli)nn''d  niid  Riii«ed  all  tht*  iieiirhbiHir> 
iHiod,  who,  coming  into  Hnir  hoimurs'  riMuii.  gathered  up  the 
great  sioiier-.  foursrore  in  nunds'r.  ninny  of  them  like  common 
IteiiMo^  mid  toiu' tern,  and  lai<l  th.iii  by,  where  tlii>y  are  to  be 
sifu  to  (his  dny.  at  a  corner  of  thf  iidjuinlnir  field.  This  noise, 
like  tlH<  di.«<hargtf  of  cannon,  was  hf-ard  timtughout  flie  coun 
try  for  HixtiH-n  inib's  round.  During  th»>se  noiS4>s,  which  went 
h(<ard  in  both  rooms  lokf  tlif>r,  both  the  coiimiKsioners  and  tlieii 
sHrvsiits  gave  oni»  nitothrr  o*er  for  lost,  nnd  cru'd  out  for  help: 
and  (iiles  .*4|iHn<. 'nntrliit!?  up  a  «woid.  bail  virll  nigh  klllod 
one  of  their  honours,  iiikmir  him  for  the  spirit  as  he  cuine  in 
his  shirt  into  tlie  room.    Whilu  tlwy  were  logothar,  Uie  neiee 
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WM  eonthml,  and  part  nf  the  tilinr  of  thn  houw,  and  all  tiM 
window*  iirnn  upper  itNtm,  were  iHkon  away  with  it 
•  "  OrUiber  SUDi.  El«iin«ihiiie  walked  inio  ilie  chamber,  tread 
inir  liki*  a  huar  ;  it  walk«'d  inaiiy  tim«H  iil>uut,  rhrn  threw  the 
warmiiif-pan  viidcntly  u|Min  the  fltMir,  and  to  bruited  it  that  it 
wan  i<|M)il«>d  Vant  quantiticR  of  flai««  w«re  now  thrown  atniut 
the  room,  and  vuHt  nunit»<'ra  of  fruiit  hIoih.**  and  honns'  i»uii«*ii 
Were  thrown  In  :  th(>«e  wttra  all  I'ound  in  th«>  niomins,  and  the 
lloorii,  beiln,  and  wailt  wore  all  much  daiiiaircd  bj  Uie  violence 
llMiy  Wfn>  thn>wn  in. 

"No%enihDr  liit.  Candles  wem  plarfd  in  all  part«  of  the 
rooin,  and  a  fn-at  firu  inadt'.  At  niidiii:.'ht,  the  i:andlHi«  all  jet 
buminir,  a  noliH>  like  the  burnt  of  a  cannon  wa«  iMsard  in  thu 
nNMn,  and  tlu*  buminv  billetii  were  lOMitd  all  o%-Kr  the  room  and 
•bout  the  bedN;  and  had  not  ihcir  honount  called  in  (tiltiH  nod 
bM  fellowf .  the  houM  had  anoiiredly  been  burnt  An  hour  after 
th«  candle<  went  out,  aii  urfual,  the  dark  of  nmny  naiinon  wan 
heard,  ami  many  paiinil*  of  frc«n  Kt inking  water  were  thrown 
on  their  honours  in  bed  ;  arent  Kton^H  were  almi  thrown  in  ai 
baftira,  tlie  bedrurtain*  and  bediUoadii  torn  and  broken :  tlie 
window*  were  now  all  really  bn>ken.  and  the  whole  mii^ibnur- 
hood  alarmed  with  the  noiwrii;  nay,  tlHi  very  rabbitmealem 
that  were  abroad  that  nifflit  in  the  warren,  were  ao  f^i|rlitened 
at  the  dismal  thunderins,  that  tliey  fled  for  fear,  and  leA  tlieir 
ftrrer*  behind  them. 

"  One  of  their  honours  thin  nirht  cimlce,  and  in  the  nxme  of 
God  a-ked  whut  it  wn«.  and  wliy  it  dikturbed  them  m>  7  No, 
•niwer  waJ  f  iven  to  thm :  hut  the  noi*u  rcaeed  for  a  while 
when  the  irpirit  came  arain,  and  u  they  all  nereed,  brought 
with  it  Miven  devtln  worne  than  itiirlf.  One  of  tiic  aervnnts  now 
Kyhted  a  larae  candle,  and  *ct  it  in  rite  doorway  between  the 
two  chamber*,  to  nee  what  iMiued  ;  and  ax  he*  watchi-d  it,  he 
plainly  kiw  a  hoof  *trikinff  the  candle  and  candle«tick  into  the 
middle  of  the  rotim,  and  aflerwardt  makinr  tlireo  Mcrapm  o%-er 
the  MiuflTof  the  candle,  to  scraiic  it  out  ITpon  thin,  the  Kanoe 
peraon  wnii  no  bidd  n*  to  draw  a  nword ;  but  he  tiad  Hcurci*  iroi 
It  out,  when  he  perceived  annthe,r  invitibie  hand  had  hold  of  it 
too,  and  pulled  with  him  fu'  it.  and  at  last  prevailing,  utruck 
btm  fto  violently  on  the  head  with  ttie  pommel,  that  he  fell 
dowu  for  dead  with  the  blow.  At  thi«  inntant  wan  heard  ano- 
ther burkt  like  tlie  diM'.harfre  of  tlm  broadside  of  a  ahip  of  war, 
•nd  at  about  a  minute  or  two*i«  dmtance  earh.no  lejw  than  nine- 
teen more  Nurli ;  thoM  *hook  the  ImUHe  «>  violently,  ihat  they 
•xpected  every  momfnt  it  would  (hll  uiMin  llieir  henda.  The 
neiKhboum  on  this  were  all  alamie<>,  and,  ninninr  to  the  hou^*, 
tliey  all  joined  in  prB)er  and  pNilmMlnnPf,  durina  which  Uie 
Boiaa  r<intinui'd  in  tiie  other  rooinii,  and  tlie  di«cliarfu  of  can- 
B<m  without,  thourh  nobody  waj  there." 

Dr.  Plot  concluiten  hi*  relation  of  thiii  memorable  event*  with 
ob«!rvinf ,  that,  thoui'h  trickM  have  often  been  pla)[ed  in  allkin* 
of  thm  kind,  many  of  tlieve  thinffM  are  not  renmcileabie  with 
jaitflinff :  ituch  an,  tut,  The  loud  noiaea  tteyond  the  i*ower  of 
man  to  make,  without  iniitru>iicnl«  which  were  not  there ;  3d, 
Tlie  tearinr  and  braakina  of  the  beds :  Sd.  The  throwinir  about 
the  Are  ;  4th.  The  hoof  treadinr  out  tlie  candle :  and.  ftth.  The 
•trivinf  for  the  sword,  and  the  uluw  the  man  received  fhim  tlie 
pommel  of  it. 

To  vhow  how  irreat  men  are  Nometimes  dnr«i\-ed,  we  may  re- 
nir  to  a  tract,  entitled  "  The  Secret  Witory  tfftke  Good  Devil  of 
IVeodstock,"  in  which  we  And  it,  under  tln'  aiith»r's  own  hand, 
that  he.  Joseph  C4illin«.  ciHumonly  called  Funny  Joe.  wa«  him- 
•Mlf  this  very  devil  :-that.  under  the  feianed  name  of  Giles 
Sliarp,  he  hiied  himself  a«  a  servant  to  the  Coniminsioners  ;— 
that  by  the  help  of  two  fHends— an  anknown  trapdoor  in  the 
eoilincof  the  Ikedchamticr,  and  a  mmml  of  common  cuniMiw- 
der-lin  played  all  these  extraordinary  tricks  by  himself -.—that 
his  fellow  servant)!,  whom  he  had  introduced  on  purpose  to  as- 
aist  him,  had  lifted  up  their  own  be<ls:  and  that  the  candles 
were  contrived,  by  a  common  trick  of  gunpowder,  to  be  cxtin- 
ffniKhed  at  a  certain  tune. 

The  do»  who  benran  the  fare*  was,  it  Joe  swore,  no  doir  at 
all,  but  truly  a  bitch,  who  had  shortly  before  whelped  in  that 
ro«Mn,  an.i  made  all  thin  disturbance  In  seekinft  for  her  ):uri>ies : 
Wid  which,  when  she  had  served  his  |Hin*oi<e,  he  (Joe  .^han*. 
or  Collins.)  let  out.  and  then  liHikud  for.  The  story  tff  the  hoof 
and  sword  he  hiniAiMf  bore  wiineits  to.  and  was  never  suitiiected 
•a  to  the  truili  of  them,  thourh  more  Actions.  By  tlie  tra|Hl(M>r 
bis  friend'  let  down  stones,  farots,  dnss.  water,  uc,  which 
they  either  left  there,  or  drew  up  acnin,  as  best  suited  his  pur- 
pose :  and  by  this  way  l««t  thoiim>Ui*y  in  and  out.  without  o|ien- 
inf  the  doors,  or  r«>ine  thn»uah  tlH>  keyholes  ;  and  a>l  the  noisi>s 
maeribcd,  lio  iicclares  he  m.ide  by  placinc  quantities  of  white 

*  Prolisbly  ihU  pKTt  vsi  alio  played  by  Rharp,  who  was  Iks  ragaUr 
g^Mt-Mtr  of  the  Psny. 

t  !•  kis  Namrai  Uiaiory  of  Oxfordshire.  { 


gunpowder  over  pieces  of  hiim!nir  rfiarmal.  on  platet  of  ^, 
which,  an  tlM*y  im-iiLtl.  cxpUmIkiI  with  a  violent  miiH[>. 

i  om  vt-rv  happy  in  having  an  opimrmnity  of  stilting  hiftnry 
right  about  them.*  remarkaM*;  evfiiis,  and  hi.uI-'  nor  haif  tlHi 
reHiIrr  difheliuve  my  nuthor's  account  of  them,  fron:  hu  naminy 
eitlter  white  guofMiwder  fxpliKhnc  wlten  fm>ited.  or  hi*  n  skmi 
the  earth  abtiut  lii<-  pot  take  ri'eof  itjiown  ucrord  :  pinc**.  how 
e\er  improbable  th<>i(e  acconntit  may  ai«|v«r  tti  siitiif  nitilrri, 
aed  Hhate\er  aucp't^  they  miaht  be  in  Jiw'k  tinke.  th^>  arr  i:<.-w 
well  known  in  cheniiiiiry.  A^  to  the  lui't.  tlu^re  rH:i-di>  only  To 
mix  an  equal  quantily  ufirini  filings,  finely  puwdereil.  and  I'ow- 
d<*r  of  pure  brimstone,  and  make  tliem  inti.i  a  i>n«>fe  with  faj 
water.  This  paste,  when  it  luith  lain  top'ih>*r  nbour  tut^Ttiiix 
hours,  will  of  itnelf  take  Are.  and  burn  all  ilie  sulphur  n^%y 
witti  a  i  I'le  flame  and  a  had  fmHl.  For  the  oiherK  what  Se 
calls  white  runiiowder.  is  plainly  Ilie  thunderinr  twiwder  cali<^ 
by  our  uliemists  fiUvta  fulmtncna.  It  >s  coni{ic»M>d  of  ihrv^  parts 
of  saltpi'tre,  two  parts  of  |ieari  aslie*  or  halt  of  tartar,  ar-d  ttiie 
l>art  of  flouer  of  brimstone,  mixed  losether  and  hi>»t  to  s  fir« 
powder;  h  small  quantity  of  this  lield  on  *he  point  of  a  knife 
over  a  uindle,  will  not  »o  off  till  it  melt,  and  tlicn  it  gives  a  re- 
|Nirt  like  that  of  a  pi.ttol ;  and  this  lie  might  «asil7  disp<Ken| 
in  larger  fjuantitiivi,  so  tt*  to  make  it  explode  of  itaclf,  wlidc 
he,  the  raid  Joe,  was  with  his  masters. 

Hucli  is  tiie  exidnnation  nf  the  ghostly  adrenfnres  of  Wond- 
stock,  as  transferred  by  Mr.  H<>iie  from  ttir  jteges  of  the  old 
tract,  terme<l  the  Aut-  entic  Meimiirs  of  Ihn  m*-m<irab]e  Josi'T'b 
Collins  of  Oxford,  whose  coorage  and  loyalty  were  the  oTilr 
wixards  which  conjured  up  thosi>  stranae  and  iiun>risina  atia- 
ritions  and  works  of  hpirits,  which  passed  mi  sfi  unqiif!<tionsI>i« 
in  the  (yes  of  the  Harlinmentary  Cfimmiwionrrw.  of  Or  Pl--t. 
and  oUier  authors  of  credit.  Tlio  jntMi  fvJtii/^Ju.  thr  secrvt 
principle  he  made  use  of ,  is  now  known  to  every  apoUiecar)'i 
apprentice. 

If  my  UM-mory  be  not  treacherous,  the  actor  of  llwji*  wondrn 
made  Mt-e  of  his  hkill  in  Are-work*  upon  tltt*  fidlouinr  rt imi!)i:- 
able  occasion.  The  Commissioners  had  not.  in  iheir  real  fin 
the  public  aervic«>,  overlo«iked  their  own  |H-i\ate  intenios.  ni«l 
a  deed  was  drawn  up  upon  r>arcliment.  recording  the  s!:ar»-  and 
nature  of  the  advautaces  which  tlie/  privately  apreeil  to  cnn- 
oede  to  each  other ;  at  the  Mme  time  tliey  were,  it  lireiris, 
loath  to  intrust  to  »ny  one  of  their  number  the  kreping  of  a  do- 
cuiiieni  in  which  all  were  equally  concemeil. 

Tliey  hid  the  written  agreement  within  a  flower- pot,  in  which 
a  shrub  concealed  it  from  the  eyes  of  any  chanre  •tinrtali  r.  Bui 
the  rumour  i-f  rhc  ar,-*  mtions  having  gone  abroad,  corirmiy 
drew  many  of  the  nciahlours  to  Womlvtock.  and  some  in  par- 
ticular, to  whom  the  knowieiipe  of  this  nrn-i'inent  would  hsta 
afforded  matter  of  icandal.  As  the  Commi^ouinera  re<<>*iTrd 
these  guests  in  the  saloon  where  the  flower  pot  was  piacrd.  a 
miitch  was  suddenly  set  to  Mime  fireworks  rlac«>ri  Here  by 
Siiarp  the  secretary.  The  fluwer-^tot  hurst  to  nieces  with  the 
cfincussion,  or  was  prepared  k>  a*  to  explode  oi  itself,  and  ih« 
contract  of  the  Conunissioners,  bearing  testimony  to  their  |iri- 
vate  Mguery,  was  thrown  into  the  midst  of  the  visiters  n»em- 
bled.  If  I  ha%-e  rerotlecteil  this  incident  acxtirately,  fw  it  is 
more  than  forty  years  since  I  peros*d  tlie  tract,  it  is  prohalle, 
that  in  omittinr  it  fnim  Hie  no%el.  I  n:ay  alao  have  p^ismh)  over, 
fVom  want  of  memory,  other  matters  which  misht  ha«e  made 
an  essential  addition  to  the  stoiy.  Nothing,  indeed,  is  niufa 
certain,  than  that  incidents  which  are  real,  preserve  an  inAnift 
advantage  in  works  of  this  nature  over  Kuch  as  are  fictitioai. 
The  tn>e,  however,  most  remain  where  it  hasfki'm. 

Ha*  ing  occasion  to  be  in  London  in  October,  int.  I  mad* 
some  reseaiches  in  the  British  Muaevm.  and  in  that  rich  col- 
lection, with  the  kind  aMistance  of  the  Keepers,  who  manan 
it  with  so  much  credit  to  themselves  and  advantage  to  the  rn>>- 
lic.  I  recovered  two  original  ramphlets.  which  contain  a  fuQ 
account  t>f  the  phenomena  at  wo«>dstock  in  1649.:  Tlie  lint  is 
a  satirical  iHieni,  i  ublifh'd  in  that  }ear.  which  plainly  iAie«i 
that  the  legend  was  current  among  the  |>e<  ple  in  the  ver>  >lire 
in  which  it  was  afterwarilM  made  public.  1  have  not  found  die 
explanation  of  Jih'  Collins,  which,  aa  mentioned  by  Mr.  Hone, 
resolves  the  whole  in:o  confederacy.  It  m^rht.  however, fee 
recovf>red  bjr  a  strict«;r  search  than  1  have  leL-^nrc  for.  In  tht 
meantime,  it  mny  be  olt>erved,  that  neiilier  thj  name  of  Jne 
Collins,  nor  Sliarp.  occurs  artHing  the  itetnetU  fen&nm  giv>^  ta 
these  tracts.  publl^1K>d  when  he  might  ha%-e  loen  endanfrr^ 
by  any  thing  which  din>cted  suspicion  toward*  him,  at  leiftif 
1649,  and  |N>rhai-s  micht  have  exi»oeed  him  to  danger  e%^ail 
1660,  from  the  niulict:  of  a  powerful  tlioufh  dofealed  fkctk* 
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No.  I. 
THE  WOODSTOCK  SCUFFLE; 

OB. 

WT  DrntADFTL  APPAHITI0N8  TnAT  WSRB  LATBLT  SBENB  IN 
rHR  MASNOR-HOrSR  OP  WOOD.STOCK,  NJSKRB  OXPORn,  TO  THE 
■BEAT  TBR40K  AND  VirONOBRFffL  AMAZBMBNT  OF  ALL  TUBRH 
rHAT  DID  BKHOLD  THBIL 

[Prinud  in  the  year  l«it.    4ta] 

T  w«r«  a  wonder  if  oiie  unitea. 
And  not  of  wontlera  and  Htranvc  «ifrhtB ; 
For  cv'rjr  wliere  Mich  tbings  afrriBliU 
Pourr  people, 

Thai  mftn  are  er'n  at  H»eir  witii'  end  : 
G«m1  judipnenti  nv'rr  wtiere  doth  «end, 
And  yet  we  don't  our  live*  amend, 
But  tipple, 

And  Rwea'V,  and  lie,  and  cheat,  and , 

BtfCAUM  the  world  ihall  drown  no  more, 
At  if  no  judf  ineot*  were  in  Rtore 
But  water ; 

But  bjr  the  itoriea  which  I  tell. 
You'll  hearc  of  terrors  come  from  hell, 
And  Are*,  and  ihape*  most  terrible 
For  matter. 

It  ii  not  long  «ince  that  a  child 
fl|iake  from  the  croond  in  a  larce  field, 
And  made  the  people  nlmiMt  wild 
Tliat  heard  it. 

Of  which  there  ii  a  printed  book, 
Wherein  each  man  tlie  truth  may  look ; 
If  diildrea  «peak,  tlie  matter's  took 
For  verdict 

But  thii  in  itran^r  than  that  voice, 
ThH  wtindcr'a  freaer,  and  tlie  noyM ; 
And  UiinM  appcare  to  mi>n.  not  boyea, 
At  WooUtmk; 

Where  Rfi^dmond  had  onre  a  bower. 
To  keop  lier  from  Qoeen  Elinour, 
And  had  eacap'd  her  poyf'noux  power 
By  foodluck. 

But  fkte  had  ntherwiae  decreed, 
And  WoodMoek  Mann<ir  law  a  deed, 
Wiiich  ia  in  UoUtnshed  or  Sp^ed 

Chro-nicled ; 

Put  neither  HoBinsked  nor  8t9w, 
Nor  no  historian*  tuch  thiuft  tfhow, 
Tlioufh  in  them  wooden  we  well  know 
Are  pickled ; 

For  nothing  else  is  historf 

But  pickie  of  antiquity. 

Where  ihings  are  kept  in  momory 

From  etinekinf , 

Which  othprwaiet  would  have  lain  dead. 
A«  in  oblivion  buried, 
Which  now  yoa  may  call  into  head 
With  thinking. 

The  dreadful  story,  which  is  true, 
Ami  now  committed  unto  view. 
By  better  pen,  had  it  its  d>ie, 

Bliouldiealiffhti 

But  I,  contented,  doe  indite, 
Not  tliinrs  of  wit,  but  things  of  ri^t : 
You  can't  expect  that  thinn  that  mght 
Sliould  delight 

O  hearken,  tlytrefore,  harke  and  shak*  f 
My  rery  pen  and  hand  doth  quake  I 
While  I  dM  true  relation  make 

O'  th*  wonder, 

Which  hath  hmg  time,  and  stlU  appaofB 
Unto  the  State'a  CoaaniwioQere. 
And  pau  thaoi  la  Ibeir  bads  to  ftWM 


They  come,  good  men.  emplot'd  by  th'  8tu» 
To  sell  Uu>  lands  of  Charles  tlie  late, 
And  Uiero  they  lay,  and  long  did  waits 
For  cliapmen. 

You  may  have  easy  pen' worths,  wooda. 
Lands,  v<>n'son,  householdsluf.  and  gooua  | 
They  liitle  tlionght  of  duga  that  wou'd 
There  s 


But  when  they'd  sup'd.  and  fUlly  fed, 
They  set  up  remnants  and  to  bod. 
Where  scarce  tliey  had  laid  down  a  head 
TO  slumber, 

But  that  their  beds  were  heav'd  on  high ; 
They  Uiouglit  M>iiie  dog  under  did  lie, 
And  meant  i'  tli'  chamber  (fie,  Ae,  Aa,) 
To  scumber. 

Borne  thought  the  cunning  cur  did  mean 
To  eat  tlieir  mutton  (which  was  leanl 
Reserv'd  for  breakfast,  for  the  men 
Were  thrifty ; 

And  up  one  rises  in  his  shirt. 
Intending  the  alle  cur  to  hurt. 
And  forty  thnists  made  at  him  for*t, 
Or  Atiy. 

But  empty  came  his  sword  again, 
He  found  hee  thrust  but  all  in  vain ; 
Tlie  mutton  safe,  hee  went  amain 
To's  fellow. 

And  now  (anared  all  was  well) 
The  bed  asain  benn  to  swell. 
The  men  were  fhgtited,  and  did  rhmB 
O'  Ui'  yellow. 

From  heaving,  now  the  rloaths  it  pluckt ; 
The  men.  for  ffare.  together  stuck. 
And  in  their  sweat  earh  other  duek'L 
Tliey  wislied 

A  thousand  times  that  it  were  day 
Tib  sure  the  diiell  i  Let  us  pray. 
Tbey  pray'd  amain  ;  and,  as  they  mf, 

Approach  of  day  did  cleere  the  doubt. 
For  all  devotiitns  were  run  out, 
They  now  waxt  strung  and  something  ftoit  • 
One  peaked 

Under  the  bed,  but  nnuglit  was  there ; 
He  vicw'd  the  chamber  evVy  wlicre, 
NoUiing  apear'd  but  what,  for  ^re, 
Tliey  leakad. 

Thf  ir  stnmaehs  then  retum'd  apace, 
Tliey  found  tlie  mutton  in  tlie  place, 
And  fell  unto  it  wiUi  a  grace. 

They  laughed 

Each  at  the  other's  pannick  ftmre, 
And  oarh  his  bed- fellow  did  jeere, 
And  having  sent  fur  ale  and  beere. 
They  qaaffed. 

Anil  then  abroad  the  summons  went. 
Who'll  buy  king's  land  u'  th'  Parliamaa 
A  paper- book  coutein'd  tlie  rent. 

Which  lay  there, 

That  did  con*)oin  the  wverall  farmea. 
Quit  rents,  knight  services,  and  armes  i 
But  that  tltey  came  not  in  by  awarmaa 
To  pay  there. 

Night  doth  invite  to  bed  again, 
Tlie  grand  Commissioners  were  lain. 
But  tlien  tlie  thing  did  heave  amain. 
It  h  -'-• 


And  with  great  clamor  flII'd  their  t 

Tlie  noyae  was  douoled.  and  ttieir  fearaai 
Nothing  waa itandingiiut  their  hairea, 
Tbay  r— '-• 


Oft  were  the  bUmkata  pul*d,  the  i 

Waa  cloaely  twin*d  betwixt  tliwir  §mt», 
U  aaaoB  tiM  gpirit  wta  diMMba 
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Which  maket  th«  poor  rommimionen 
Fearo  thcjr  itliali  fel  but  unall  arreuM, 
Aud  that  there's  jret  fur  cavalicra 
One  divelL. 

Th«y  catt  ahout  what  bent  i«  doe  { 
Next  day  they  would  to  wiw  men  got, 
To  neishb'ring  towns  Kim  roars  to  know } 
Fur  scholars 

Come  not  to  Woodstock,  as  before, 
And  Allen's  dead  as  a  najrie-doore. 
And  so's  old  John  (ecl*>p'd  the  poore) 
Hm  follower; 

Rake  Oxford  o're,  there's  not  a  maa 
That  rayse  or  lay  a  spirit  can. 
Or  nse  the  circle,  or  t\w.  wunu. 
Ore 


Or  can  say  (Boh  ')  unto  a  divell, 
Or  to  a  fuose  that  is  uncivil), 
Nor  wliure  Keimbolion  purg'd  oat  e\iU 
Tis  sin  sure. 

There  were  two  villafes  hard  by, 
Willi  teacliers  of  presbytery, 
Who  knew  the  hous(>  was  fiidioasly 
Bo-iiestred; 

But  Matse  I  their  new  divinity 
Is  not  so  deep,  or  not  su  liii;ii ; 
Their  witts  doo  (as  (hKir  iu.-nn<>s  did)  lio 
ktequMtrcd ; 

But  Master  Joffhian  was  the  wight 
Which  was  to  exorcine  the  siiriffht : 
Hee'il  preach  and  pray  you  nay  ana  night 
At  pleasure. 

And  by  that  painftill  gainfhll  trade 
He  hath  himseire  AiU  wi'olUiy  made ; 
Great  store  of  guilt  lie  hatli,  'tis  said, 
And  t 


But  no  intreaty  of  his  friendi 
Could  get  him  to  the  house  of  flcnda. 
He  came  not  over  for  such  ends    v 

From  Datch-land ; 

But  worse  divinity  hee  brought. 
And  hath  us  reformation  taught, 
And,  with  our  money,  he  hath  bought 
Him  much  land. 

Had  the  old  parsons  preached  still, 
The  div'l  should  d»*'t  have  had  his  wil ; 
But  thoee  that  bod  or  art  or  skill 
Are  outed ; 

And  those  to  whom  the  pow'r  was  gi^'n 
Of  drivint  spirits,  are  uut-driv'n ; 
Their  colledges  dispos'd.  and  livings. 
To  grout-heada. 

There  was  a  justice  who  did  boast, 
Hee  had  as  great  a  gift  almost, 
Who  did  desire  him  u>  accost 
This  eviil  { 

Bat  hee  would  not  employ  bis  gifts, 
But  found  out  many  sleights  and  shifta ; 
Hee  had  no  prayers,  nor  no  snifts, 
For  th'  divell. 

8ome  other  war  they  cast  about, 
Thv'se  brought  him  in.  they  throw  not  oat) 
A  woman  great  with  child,  will  do't; 
They  got  one. 

And  she  i'  th'  room  that  night  must  !ie{ 
Bui  when  the  thing  ab<mt  did  flie. 
And  broke  the  windows  Ainnusly, 
And  liot  one 

Of  the  contractors  o're  Die  head. 
Who  lay  securely  in  his  bed, 
Tlie  woman,  shee-aiTrigtiU'd,  fled 
•       •       • 

And  now  they  lay  tho  cause  en  her. 
That  e're  t»iat  night  tlie  thing  did  stir, 
Because  her  solfe  and  Krandi'aihur 
Were  Papists; 

They  roust  be  bamm-regcnerete, 
(A  HoM  en  KtUer  of  tlie  state, 
Which  was  in  reformation  gatt.) 

They  said,  whidb 

Doth  make  tiie  divall  stand  in  awe, 
Pull  in  his  homes,  his  hoof;  his  dawt 
Bat  havioff  ooue,  they  did  in  draw 


In  such  a  woflil  manner,  thtt 
Their  very  hearu  went  pit  a  pat 


The  stately  rooms,  where  kiags  onaa  lay  t 
But  the  contrecton  shew'd  the  way. 
But  mark  wliat  now  1  tell  yo«,  pray, 
'Tis  worth  it 

That  book  I  .o  d  you  of  before. 
Wherein  were  tenants  written  atoca, 
A  register  for  many  more 

Not  forth  yat ; 

That  very  hook,  as  it  did  lie. 
Took  of  a  flame,  no  mortall  eya 
Sc-eing  one  jot  of  Are  thereby. 
Or  taper; 

For  all  the  candles  about  flew. 
And  Uiose  that  burned,  burned  blew 
Never  kept  soldiers  such  a  doe 
Or  vaper. 

The  bonk  tJius  buret  and  none  knew  how. 
The  I  more  contractors  maile  a  vow 
To  wurke  no  more ;  tins  spoil'd  their  |dow 
hi  that  place. 

Some  othnr  part  o'  the  house  they'll  find 
To  H  hich  the  devil!  Iiatli  no  mind, 
Lut  hev,  it  soems,  is  not  inclin'd 

WiUitliat  grace; 

But  other  prencks  it  play'd  elsewhere. 
An  oake  there  was  stood  many  a  yocre. 
Of  goodly  growUi  as  any  wliore. 

Was  hewn  down. 

Which  into  fewell-wood  was  cat, 
And  sumo  into  a  wood-pile  put. 
But  It  was  hurled  all  about 

And  thrown  dowa 

In  sundry  formes  it  doth  appeare ; 
Now  like  a  grasping  claw  to  teare , 
Now  like  a  dog,  anon  a  beare, 

It  tumblas ; 

And  all  the  windows  battered  are. 
No  man  Uie  quarter  enter  dare ; 
All  men  (cxoept  the  glasier) 

Doegranble. 


Once  in  the  likenease  of  a  i 
Of  stature  much  above  the  conimoo, 
'TWAS  «««oe,  but  spak  a  word  to  no  ma  , 
And  vanish'd. 

*Tis  thought  the  ghost  of  soma  good  wife 
Whose  husband  was  depriv'd  orlifb. 
Her  cliildren  cheated,  land  in  strifis 
Shebanisu 

No  man  can  tell  the  cause  of  these 
So  wondmas  dreadf^ill  outrages  ; 
Yet  if  upon  your  sinne  you  piease 
To  discant, 

Tou'Ie  And  our  actions  out  doa  hell's  : 
O  wriug  your  hsnds  and  cease  the  bells. 
Repentance  must,  or  nothing  else 

Appease  caa't. 


Bat  ia  tba  night  thara  was  m , 

TtaaipMtaaraOMad  likaaTarka; 


No.  XL 


JUST  DEVIL  OF  WOODSTOCK; 

OH, 
A  TKinS  NARRATIVE  OF  TIIK  SEVERAL  APPARITlONfi,  TRB  HI 
AND  PUNISHMENTS.  INFLICTED  TPON  THE  KrMPISlveM 
SiONRRS  SENT  THITMBN  TO  SrRVBY  TUX MANMOBS  AK»n 
BSLONOUiO  TO  HIS  MAJBSTIB. 

[  London,  printed  in  die  year  168B.    4to. ) 

The  namee  ^tke  persoiu  fa  tke  ensuing  Narratiat  SMM 
wUkothen. 

Capuin  Ckickaine.  Captain  Hart. 

Captain  Crook.  Cmi'ttifi  <'ar«ii«««e. 

Captain  Roe.  Mr  trooVt,  tbu  Uiwyar, 

Mr.  Erowiw,  I  Ik?  ^j^Tfjm. 
Their  three  servants,    T<  ipftir  *Ha  t^^  fify-kr^fptt,  and  t^ 
The  Gate-keei^  r,  wuTt  ih«^  Wife  vid  ^rvanta. 
BeaidtiS  many  more,  who  I'arh  niglu  tiiArd  ib«  MiiSBi 
Gerrard  Fleetwood  an^^  hiv  iatly.  wjtl^  his  f^mily^  Mh  v 
with  his  family,  and  »>i^r«.iiil  urhcri,  wbu  lodfird  in  ih* 
courts ;  and  daring  tttv  thre«  \aM  nighTi,  tha  mha^iw 
Woodstock  town,  and  olImt  n«jflibof  *iJ1af« 
And  there  waia  numy  nmn;.  btith  divinii^  nfid  othnta, 
<rftlM  eoantry,  and  from  Uifurd,  to  s»i«  tlw^  g^v 
^    \to  dftvd  kid  biD^ttfUt  wljBfir 


APPENDIX  TO  INTRODUCTION. 


\feal  oat  the  Comininiooera ;  the  marlu  upon  lonie  wallf  re- 
■mn,  and  muiy,  thia  to  tn«tifl«. 

TKK  PRBFACB  TO  TUB  BXeCINO  MABIUTIV& 

Since  it  hath  pleued  the  AlmiKhty  God.  otit  of  hi«  infinite 
merrF.  w)  to  make.  n»  linppy.  by  ivHUirinir  of  uur  native  Kinf  to 
a«,  and  o<  unto  our  natiw  lilwrty  throuirh  him,  that  now  the 
food  may  My.  mi^nn  temporvm  fijkiuu  uM  aentin  na  velU,  tt 
4^rre  lltfi  qt^  ienfUi,  we  cannot  but  cuteem  ounielvmi  enga- 
I«Ni.  in  the  hiirii^t  of  AfgrtHm,  to  render  unto  him  the  hi|rhe«t 
tliankit  wc  can  exiMviw.  although,  mirpris'd  with  joy,  wn  be- 
eumc  an  lo«t  in  thp  |icrformanc« ;  wtien  irladneM  and  admira- 
tion mrikeii  u*  Miient,  a»  we  I<m)Ic  back  upon  the  precipiece  of 
our  latR  condition,  and  thow  mirauuloua  deliverancesi  Itoyond 
•xprtni«ion ;  fmed  from  thn  Mlavt-ry,  and  thoae  doiiiienite  periln, 
wr  daily  hvmt  in  fear  of.  during  the  tyrannical  times  of  tluit  de- 
U^iitahle  UMinior.  Oliver  Crtimwrll ;  ho  who  had  raked  up  rach 
•ud-jr-^,  a*  would  wr*>rtt  tho  mont  innucnnt  laiimiPfe  into  high 
1rca-f>n.  when  he  liad  the  cntfl  conncience  to  talce  away  our 
livi>.  uptin  no  othttr  xniund  of  juntice  or  rraron,  (the  ritoneri  of 
I^mdon  ittmrtii  would  ri-v  to  wiine««  it.  if  all  thr  oitixenn  were 
»ili-nt  *  And  with  tliew  judfrm  had  fuch  counnliorn,  a*  could 
■dvi<iH  hiiu  unto  wurae,  which  will  leM  want  of  wiliieM.  For 
•ho-.ild  tliH  many  auditor*  l>e  tfiliint.  the  iirewi  (aii  God  would 
ha\r  If)  hitli  given  It  u«  in  print.  wiicn>  one  of  thvin  (and  hin 
ron*iM'ncp-kc«%>t'r.  too.)  Hiteak*  out.  What  xhall  we  do  with 
ttu-^  iTK'nT  «aith  iu:;  JEfer  inftmprraiu  crwdtkm  fiicit  medkum, 
tt  ivim-jiiruM'''  euir.vs  rnse  rtcklendtm.  Who  thPM  men  are  that 
ahould  be  bn)ui;ht  to  Hurh  Sricilian  vc«|)ers,  tlie  formrr  paxe 
■cu  forth-tho^  wli:rh  roncfit  Viopkat,  aixii  have  tltrirday- 
drr^ms  of  th'>  n>tum  of.  I  know  not  what  roldcn  afc,  with  the 
old  liii<*.  What  umcp,  wlwn  nuch  a  privy  rouuciilor  had  power, 
rouM  he  o^piirt,  who  tht-n  h:id  puhlnhrd  thu  narrative)  Thi* 
mum  Ml  iiiuinly  MhowM  the  devil  himaelf  dii>likit  th<>ir  doinrx, 
i*o  much  mor»  bad  were  they  thaii  li<*  would  havu  ihcm  be.) 
n-vpri-r  rtire  tlien  wan  lh«  devil  to  th«'ir  Commimioncrri  at 
Wi>«»4Ntork  ;  for  he  warned  thmn,  with  dn>adful  noiiio*.  lo 
<iri\e  thrill  from  their  work.  Thi«  rounrillur,  without  morn 
ad>i.  wou-d  havu  all  who  retain'd  eoneeit«  of  allegiance  to  their 
•o\>>rni?n,  to  T<c  niwilutely  cut  olT  by  the  uminwr'n  aword.  A 
and  sentence  for  a  loyal  party,  to  a  law  Ail  kiue.  But  Heaven  ia 
aiwayii  ju<t ;  the  party  i«  rrpri%-'d.  and  do  acknowledfre  the 
ha!id  of  (fiid  in  it,  a^  if  nphtly  applye-d,  and  ac  jueliy  MiiMble 
of  their  delivi-ranre:  in  that  the  nnindation  which  tlie  coun- 
cillor luiith  wa4  already  no  well  laid,  iM  now  turned  up.  and  wliat 
he  call<i  day-dreamii  are  come  to  paue.  That  old  line  which 
(a4  with  him)  there  Momed  allquiddMni  lotlio contrarv,  i^  now 
retiored.  And  that  rock  which,  ai  )ut  uith.  the  prelate*  and 
all  their  a<llien>nt«,  nay,  and  their  mantcr  and  mipporter.  too, 
with  all  hi*  posterity,  have  uplit  theinselveii  u|K>n.  in  nowhere 
t«»  he  hi'ard.  And  that  poatcrity  aw  »afuly  arrived  in  their 
tNirtu,  and  moiiteni  of  tliat  mighty  ua»y.  their  encmiei  lo  much 
•■nrrea.'wd  to  kf^'p  them  out  with,  'fite  eldeat  liti  upon  the 
Uirune,  hin  place  by  birthrigiit  and  descent. 

"  pAcaliimquc  rrxil  Patrii*  virtntibu  orbtm  ;** 

■pon  which  throne  long  may  he  ait,  ami  rei|rn  in  peace,  that  by 
hi*  juit  govemnH'nt^  the  enemies  of  ours,  the  tnie  PnitKktant 
Churrh.  of  that  gtonou*  martyr,  our  late  sovereitn,  and  of  his 
royal  iio«terity,  may  be  eitlier  absolutely  eonverted.  or  utterly 
eon  founded, 
ir  any  fhall  now  ask  thee  why  Uiis  narrative  was  not  sooner 

CihliiElied,  ai>  ne<'rer  to  the  times  wherein  the  things  wore  acted, 
'  hath  tlie  n-axnn  for  it  in  the  former  lines;  which  will  the  more 
elearly  appear  unto  his  appreheniiion.  if  ho  shall  perpend  how 
mui^h  eruelty  '\*  re<|uisite  to  tlic  maintenance  of  rebellion  ;  and 
how  *reai  care  i«  necessary  in  the  sui»porter^,  to  obviate  and 
divi-rt  tho  sinallcrtt  thinra  that  tend  to  the  unblinding  of  the 
prnple  ;  «i  that  it  needii  will  follow,  that  tliey  must  have  ac- 
rouoteO  tlii<t  amonciit  tlie  great  obvtnictions  lo  their  sales  of  his 
ma.i**i*ti<''ii  land*,  tlie  devil  not  joining  wiUi  them  in  the  security ; 
and  ernater  to  the  iiulling  down  the  royal  [lallacM,  when  their 
rhar-men  Nhould  conceit  the  devil  would  haunt  them  in  tlieir 
hoiiM'«,  for  huilding  with  so  ill  got  materials  :  as  no  doubt  but 
thai  he  hath,  so  namerou*  and  confldrnt  are  the  relations  made 
Af  til*-  same,  though  scarce  any  so  totally  remarkcable  as  this, 
(if  it  \tc  mitthat  others  have  been  more  concealed.)  in  regard 
of  tlie  Ntrance  rirciim''tancea  as  Ions  continuances,  but  espe- 
eially  tlie  number  of  the  personn  togetlier,  to  whom  all  things 
were  sit  vHibly  both  seen  and  done,  so  that  surely  it  eiceeds  an^ 
other :  for  the  devils  thu4  nianift*sting  themsolven,  il  appears  evi- 
dently that  thete  are  such  thinrs  as  devils,  to  pcnwcute  the  wick- 
ed in  ilii-  world  as  in  the  ne^L 

Now.  if  to  these  were  added  the  diverie  reall  phantasms  seen 
at  While- Hall  inCromwc  I's  times,  which  caused  him  to  keep 
•Qch  inirhty  ctiardH  in  and  about  his  bedchnmtier,  and  yet  soort 
to  rhnuk-v  his  lodirinps .  if  thoim  things  done  at  Saint  James*, 
when-  the  devil  su  joal'd  ttie  centinels  against  tlie  sides  of  the 
queen's  chanpe) I  door«.  that  someuf  tliein  fell  sick  upon  it,  and 
«»thers  not  taking  warning  by  it,  kdd  one  outridit,  whom  they 
b«iri>>d  in  the  place,  and  all  otiior  such  dreadOil  things,  thf>se 
that  inhabite<l  the  royal  honses  have  been  affViehti>d  with  \  and 
if  to  these  were  Iikewioe  added,  a  relation  of  all  those  regicides 
and  their  abettors  tfie  devil  hath  entred  into,  aa  he  did  the  Oa- 
darene*'  swine,  with  so  many  more  of  tliem  who  hath  fUlen 
mad,  and  dyed  in  hideous  forms  of  such  distractions,— that 
which  hath  biten  of  this  within  t)ie«e  19  last  years  in  Bnrland, 
(atifwid  all  of  this  nature  our  chronicles  do  t«iil.  with  all  tlie  sn- 
peratitioas  mtmks  havn  writ,  be  put  together.)  would  make  the 
greater  Tolume.  and  of  mora  strange  oceurrenta. 

And  now  a*  to  tho  penman  of  this  narrative,  know  that  he 
waa  a  divine,  and  at  the  time  of  thoee  things  acted,  which  ore 
here  related,  the  minister  and  achoolniaster  of  Woodstock  ;  a 
pareoB  learned  and  discreet,  not  byaaaed  with  Iketioua  hnmfmra, 
nta  name  Widows,  wlio  each  day  put  in  writing  what  he  heard 
ftm  dwir  wMUwa.  (ud  mefa  thian  m  tlinrtold  loliavabelU- 
lMlhMaMilghtbiiMj  Xt0mSliMmmm^^*i9mmmmM\ 
VobV. 


and,  never  thinking  that  what  be  had  writ  should  happen  to  ba 
made  publick,  gave  it  no  better  dreM  to  sot  it  forth.  And  b»> 
cause  to  do  it  now  shall  not  be  c«>0Mtrued  to  change  the  a\osj, 
the  reader  hath  it  here  aocordingly  exposed. 

THB  jaST  DEVIL  OF  WOODSTOCK. 

The  16th  day  of  OccoArr,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  lf4f ,  the 
commiMioners  fur  surveying  and  valuing  his  majesbc's  mannoff 
house,  parks, woods,  dtier,  demesnes,  and  all  things  tlutreuntu  be- 
longing, by  name  Captain  Cniok,  Captain  Hart,  Captain  Cock* 
aine.  Captain  Carelesse,  and  Captain  iIcn>.  their  messenger, with 
Mr.  Browne,  their  secretary  .and  two  or  three  servants,  wnni  fhwa 
Woodstock  town,  (where  ttiey  liad  lain  some  niglita before,)  and 
took  up  their  lodgings  in  his  majostio's  house  after  this  man- 
ner :— Tlie  bedchnmfw  r  and  withdruwing-ronm  tliey  both  lodg- 
ed in  and  made  their  kitchen  ;  the  presence-chamber  tlieir  room 
for  di^iAtch  of  thoir  business  with  all  comen* :  of  the  council- 
hall  Uicir  brewhouM.  as  of  ihe  dining-rooni  tlieir  wood-house, 
where  they  loid  in  the  clefts  of  that  antient  standard  in  th« 
Miirfi-Park,  for  many  npes  beyond  memory  known  by  the  nanw 
of  ttie  King's  Oak,  which  they  had  chosen  oul  and  caused  to 
be  dug  up  by  the  roots. 

Octobtr  17/A.  Aliout  tlie  middle  of  the  night,  these  newgueata 
were  hret  awaked  by  a  knocking  at  tho  presence-chamber  door, 
wfiicli  they  also  conceived  did  oiien,  and  Homiithing  to  enter, 
which  came  throui;li  the  room,  and  also  walktatwut  that  roooa 
with  a  heavy  step  during  half  an  hour,  tlien  crept  under  thn 
bed  where  Captain  Hart  and  ('nptain  (areleiMe  lav,  where  it  did 
seem  (as  it  W(>n>)  to  bite  and  gnaw  the  mat  and  bed-eoards,  aa 
if  It  would  tear  and  rend  the  feather  bods ;  which  having  dona 
a  while,  then  would  heave  a  while,  and  rest ;  then  heave  tliem 
up  again  in  the  befl  more  high  than  it  did  bef<»re.  somt'time  on 
the  one  side.sfjmutiine  on  the  other,  as  if  it  had  triinl  which  ca|»- 
tain  was  huaviest  Tliii«  having  heaved  minie.  half  an  hour, 
from  thence  it  walkt  out  and  went  nnder  the  sen-ants'  bed. 
and  did  the  like  to  them ;  henr4^  it  walkt  into  a  withdrawing- 
room.  and  tlH-re  did  the  same  to  all  wholod::fld  ttiere.  Thus. 
ha\  ing  welcomed  them  for  more  than  two  hours'  s|iace,  it  walkt 
out  as  it  came  in,  and  shut  the  outer  door  again,  but  with  a  clajp 
of  some  mightie  force.  These  guesta  wx<re  in  a  sweat  all  this 
while,  but  out  of  it  falling  Into  a  sleep  again,  it  became  morn- 
ing first  before  tliey  s|>ake  tlwir  minds :  then  would  tliey  hava 
it  to  be  a  dog,  ret  they  deMcribcd  it  more  lo  tiio  likeness  of  a 
great  bear ;  so  (ell  to  the  examining  under  the  beds,  wliere.  find 
lug  only  the  mats  scracht,  but  the  bed-nvirds  whole,  and  tha 
quarter  of  beef  which  Uy  on  the  floor  untuucht,  they  enter- 
tained other  thouglita. 

October  iBth.  They  were  all  awaked  aa  the  niglit  before,  and 
now  conceived  Uiat  they  heard  all  the  great  clefts  of  the  King's 
Oak  brought  into  tlio  presence-chamber,  and  tliere  tliumpt 
down,  and  after  roul  about  the  room :  they  could  hear  their 
chairs  and  stools  tost  from  one  kide  of  the  room  unto  the  other, 
and  tlien  (as  it  were)  altogether  josled.  Thus  hnvinc  done  an 
hour  together,  it  walkt  into  the  withdrawing-room,  where  lodf* 
ed  the  two  captains,  the  secretary,  and  two  ser>-ants :  hern 
stopt  the  thing  a  while,  as  if  it  did  takn  breath,  but  raised  a 
hide<ius  one,  then  walkt  into  tho  lied  cliamber^  where  lay  thosa 
aa  before,  and  under  the  bud  it  went,  where  it  did  heave  and 
heave  again,  that  now  they  in  bed  were  put  to  catch  hold 
upon  the  bed-poats.  and  sometimoa  one  of  the  other,  to  prevent 
their  being  tumbled  out  upon  tho  around  :  tlien  coming  out  as 
fh>m  under  the  bed,  and  taking  jiuld  up<m  the  bed-posts,  it 
would  shake  the  whole  Ited.  almost  aa  if  a  cradle  rocked. 
Thus  having  done  here  for  half  an  hour,  it  went  into  the  with- 
drawimr-rooni,  wliere  flmt  it  came  and  atoo<l  at  the  bed's  feet, 
and  heaving  up  the  bed's  feet,  flopi  down  again  a  while,  until 
at  last  it  heaved  the  feet  so  high  that  those  in  bed  thought  to 
have  been  set  upon  their  heads ;  and  havinc  thus  fur  twoliours 
entertained  tlicm,  went  out  as  in  tlie  night  before,  but  with  a 
groat  noise. 

October  i$ik.  Tills  night  they  awaked  not  until  tlie  midst  of 
the  nidit ;  they  perceived  the  room  to  shake  with  siMnothing 
that  walkt  about  the  bedchamber,  which  having  done  so 
a  while,  it  walkt  into  a  withdrawing  n>om,  wliere  it  took  up  a 
brasse  warming  pan,  and  returning  with  it  into  tlu>  bedchamber, 
therein  made  so  loud  a  noise,  in  theso  captains'  own  words,  it 
was  as  loud  and  srurvie  as  a  ring  of  five  untuiKKl  bells  runs 
backward  :  but  the  captains,  not  to  seem  afVaid,  next  daj 
made  mirth  of  what  liad  passed,  and  jested  at  tho  devil  in  tha 
pan. 

Oct9der9Dtk.  These  captains  and  thoir  company,  still  lode- 
ing  as  before,  were  awakened  in  thit  niglit,  with  some  things 
flying  about  tlie  rooms,  and  out  of  one  riMtm  into  the  other,  as 
tlirown  with  some  great  force.  Captain  Hart,  being  in  a  slum- 
ber, was  taken  by  the  shoulder  and  bliaked  until  he  did  sit  up 
in  bis  bed.  thinking  that  it  hnd  been  one  of  his  fellows,  whea 
suddenly  he  was  taken  on  the  |>ato  with  a  trencher,  that  it 
made  him  shrink  down  into  tlie  bitd-dothes,  and  all  of  thsna 
in  both  rooms  kept  tlieir  heads  at  least  within  their  slieeta,  so 
flerci-ly  did  three  dozen  of  trenchers  fly  about  the  rooms  ;  yel 
Captain  Hnrt  ventured  again  to  iHwp  «»ut  to  see  what  waa  tba 
matter,  and  what  it  was  that  threw,  but  then  the  trencbera 
came  so  fkst  and  ncer  about  his  eara,  that  lie  was  (kin  quickly 
to  couch  again.  In  tlio  morning  they  fi»und  all  their  trenclieis, 
fiots,  and  spits,  uiKin  and  about  tlieir  beds,  and  all  such  ihlnga 
a4  were  of  common  use  scaltcivd  about  the  rooms.  This  nignl 
there  were  also,  in  several  parts  of  the  room  and  outer  rooma, 
such  noises  of  beating  at  doors,  and  on  the  walls,  aa  if  that 
several  smiths  had  been  at  work :  and  yet  our  captains  shrank 
not  fiom  their  work,  bat  went  on  in  that,  and  lodged  as  thaf 
had  done  before. 

Ocfoter  sur.  About  midnight  they  hasrd  treat  koockinf 
St  eveiT  door ;  after  a  while  the  doora  flew  open,  and  iaio 
the  witndrawmg-ruom  entered  something  as  of  a  mighty  pi^ 
portion,  the  flfure  of  it  they  knew  not  how  Id  describe.  Thia 
walkt  awhils  abaat  tht  room  shakiia  tba  floor  at  avary  itaik 
tba  cMt  11  viiM  10  ilM  badiSi«^teA^  Cn««aM^aL 
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■ndCarplMfta;  and  after  a  7i1tlc  paniin,  a«  it  were,  the  Nflrar- 
tain«.  Ixiih  at  nt-'va  and  fHf  t,  Uff  ilroMii  ii|i  aiui  liown  slowly, 
tlun  (HutoT  aifaiii  for  a  iiuarKT  or  an  hctiir,  ihcii  friifti  i>nd  to 
cm)  Hit  Takl  ai*  imnfiiiation  r.in  T'licie  ilii>  fufinmir  or  tin-  nn::^, 
tlii'n  fh.ikrd  It  Mil' Im>iN.  a^  if  lh<*  joiiitii  tin'rrol  had  rrnrki  : 
lhi;n  wnlki  tlirtliinx  into  rln;  NHlrli.imbiT.  anit  i«o  |  l:iii>0  miMi 
tlii>^  hf'\it  ttxTf  ;  Ihi'K  tcMik  up  I'iclit  |N'w  l4>r  ihittii  h,  nnil  tuiuli-ri 
tlu-m  nbiiiit  lilt.- ri>oni  iiii(]o\i'r  till' MTVRiiin  in  llii>  tnirkif-hKlk  ; 
th»'n  wimetinirn  wH'  tJn.«  lll^lll!ll  laki'n  u|i  aric!  (hrovini'rurv 
llin  )ii7h  bttd*  and  aeaiiwt  tin-  Hall*,  niid  io  iniicli  hatteriMl ; 
but  there  wen-  niort!  dHlicit  h  li>'rein  waH  iih>at  in  tlif  "arm*  riMuii, 
tliat  wf^rp  not  at  ail  r^nHnoil.  During  iliiii,  in  tlii>  |tn-M>nr«'- 
cliamlH-r  iIut>!  waa  ^tranfri^r  noii<«?  nf  wci;:liti<'  tliint'ii  thrown 
down,  and,  an  thvy  i>ui>|i«>M.d.  tn«.  vUd*  u(  ihv  Kinf 'h  (^ak  did 
roll!  ahciiii  t)i«>  nioni,  yv>l  nt  tliH  wonted  hour  wont  away,  ajid 
hft  thotn  tti  take  rmt  Kiirh  n*  th<,>y  rould. 

Octfi-itr  fut  Ytnth  miit  of  \y\tif  f't  ilown  ;  tlir  offir*>rii,  im- 
pIoye«t  in  thi'irwnrk  rnrihcrfifr.i*nn>e  not  ihai  day  toWiMidfturk. 

(Jcfftbfr  Q.*d.  Thoiir  thnt  lodged  in  the  withdrawii-itrooni,  in 
the  niidHi  of  tlip  iiiftht  wrn*  awak<>mM]  with  the  rrarkine  of 
Arc.  BN  ir  It  tiuil  hi>4*n  with  ttioriia  and  »|>nrkii  of  tire  hiirniiiy. 
whorfiiiMin  tli<-v  pnpi.-o«r>d  that  the  hr'tirhnnilHT  had  taken  fin'. 
and  liHtniiix  (o  it  fanh'-r.  thi-y  hf.'ird  their  fellowii  in  i>f.-d  Madly 
froan,  wliirh  ravR  th«'ni  to  Kuppoitt'  thry  ninrtii  In>  KutToratiMl  , 
when-forf  llie>  rnlkd  u|Kin  their  iierviinlh  to  make  all  poi>.xih'e 
haste  to  help  tliem.  When  the  twi>  ««rvitntH  ^^*•n.'  rvnv.  in.  iJiey 
found  all  anieep,  and  ko  hroiipht  baik  word,  hut  thai  thi'n*  were 
no  bedrlothtH  uiHin  them;  wliHrefon*  they  wen*  wnt  hark  to 
cover  them,  ano  lo  nfir  up  and  nwnd  tJie  tin;.  Wlieii  the  wr- 
Taiiti*  had  roverp<l  them  and  were  rome  to  the  rhimney,  in  the 
c«irneni  they  rnuiid  their  wenrinjra|i|Kirn>l,  bootjt.  and  NinckincN. 
butilipy  had  no  WHiner  tiNjeht  the  eiiib4;rii,  wlien  tin-  t^nhnniiU 
flew  about  thtor  rant  no  rant,  thai  awiiy  ran  llu'y  into  t)ii>  other 
Mom  for  the  hhellerof  thi-ir  cov^Tlid*  :  then  after  tln-ni  walkt 
■oimihiiiir  ihatft.-iniDt  about  thi-  room  n»  if  it  had  bptMi  esri-«d- 
inir  aiisry,  and  likewiw  threw  about  the  tn*nrlier!i.  platteri,  and 
•II  Hiirh  tliintra  in  th«>  nM>in -after  two  hour*  went  out,  jet 
■tami>t  ainin  overtlieir  heaiU. 

(yfi'hfr  ««*.    Tliey  Io<l;red  til  almad. 

(yu^r  avA.  Thii  aft<  nioun  wa«  romo  unTo  them  Mr.  Ri- 
rhard  Crook  the  lawyer,  brother  to  Captain  Crouk.  and  now  de- 

Bii'y  •itfward  of  the  niannor  umIo  Captain  ParMiiiM  and  M^ijor 
utter,  who  had  put  nut  Mr.  Hyann.  hii^  maje<>tie'ii  offirer.  To 
entertain  thisi  new  L'ue«*t,  the  Coniiniiii(iom;riicaUKi>d  a  very  rn-sil 
finf  to  be  made,  of  ii<H>rthe  rliiiniie)-full  of  wmid  of  the  Kmi{!'!( 
CMk.  and  h<>  wa^f  lodp  d  in  the  withilrawitif-riKim  with  hin  bro- 
ther, and  hiii  servant  in  the  naine  n>om.  About  thi>nii<Nl  of  the 
niirht  a  wonderful  knockinx  wai  heard,  and  into  the  ro'>m 
nmiethinr  did  ru>h.  which  eominf  to  thu  e.hiiniM'y  side,  da<ht 
nut  till'  Are  a^  with  the  utami*  of  some  pniditrioiio  fool,  tiun 
tlirpw  ilowii  Hueh  weishty  piiitri*.  what  ere  it  wan,  dhf  y  tiM>k  it 
to  •n-tlie  rHNidiie  of  the  rietts  iind  ro«it«  of  llir  Kiiiir'«  N.-ik.J 
cloiM' )iy  the  ht'di'ide,  thai  the  hoU're  and  bed  ^1H>«.k  with  It. 
C&piaiii  t'oekaine  and  hii<  fellow  aroi«o,  and  took  their  iiword* 
to  po  unto  the  Crook*.  The  noi.«e  ceai<e.il  nt  their  riMiie,  ko  tli:it  , 
they  rame  to  th«>  do.ir  and  eallo't.  The  twobroihiTr.  thoiifrh  . 
fully  awaked, and  iietird  them  <:all.  weie  lui  uma/i'd,  that  they  I 
made  no  ;*niiuer  until  Captain  I'oekniiie  had  rToxenMlthi-holif- 
neiH>  fo  c^ill  very  loinl,  and  ranie  nnto  the  hedmde  ;  ihen  family 
fir.it.  after  noine  more  aiieuranre.  I  hey  raine  to  understand  one  nn- 
other,  and  romf<iried  the  luw>er.  Mr  hiliit  ihi-t  wa!<  thus,  no  noiM- 
wa^  hc'iird.  whirh  made  them  think  the  lime  wan  i  bi>I  of  that 
niirht\  trouble.  Ml  that,  after  Homt;  Iiitle  cmiferenee.  they  applied 
t)iemi<el vi!ti  to  tnke  fome  n>!it.  When  Captain  Ci^kaine  muk  rome 
to  Iii4  own  be<i.  whirh  he  had  left  o|K>n.  he  found  ii  i*ii»<'ly  co 
rered,  whirh  he  mu'-h  wonden>d  at;  but  tuminv  t)ie  clothe* 
down,  and  oiM>niiir  it  to  fi^t  in,  he  fnund  the  lower  she<-t  Mtrew- 
ed  over  with  treneh«*r»:.  Their  whole  ilint-  do/j-nn  of  tn  nAliem 
were  onterly  di!<p4i!W-d  U'twe4*n  the  .theeti-.  whirh  tie  and  hiit  fel- 
Inw  eridenvourmr  to  ra^t  out.snrh  noiM>  aro-M*  uhoiit  the  r<Miin, 
that  Ihey  were  eind  to  iret  into  bed  with  nuiiipof  the  in*ncherD. 
The  iioiim:-  lanted  a  full  half  hour  after  ihin.  Thineniertninmenl 
■u  ill  did  like  the  lawyer,  and  b«-ing  not  mi  well  studied  in  tliv 
p<)int  til  to  revolve  thiM  the  devil'ii  law  ram-,  that  he  next  d:iy 
rNiilved  to  bet  sonii :  but  havinir  not  diiioatrht  all  (hat  liu  came 
for.  profit  and  i»erMwa.xion«i  prevailed  with  lum  toftay  the  other 
bearinir.  so  that  he  lndsed  uNhe  ilid  the  iiiirht  b«ffoir. 

Ocrof'tr  2Sfh.  Thic  nifflit  each  rf>om  was  better  fiirniiihed  w  ith 
fire  and  candle  ihnn  liefore  ;  yet  a1>out  twelve  at  iii::lit  cauN* 
•orm^ihine  in  that  daiht  ull  out,  then  did  walk  nhoiit  the  riHini, 
makine  a  noise,  not  to  tie  set  forth  by  the  roiiii»ari«on  u  ilh  any 
otiier  thins;  tomelime*!  came  it  lo  the  l>ed»ide'<  and  dri'w  the 
curtaini*  to  and  fm,  then  twerle  them,  then  walk  alKiiit  acain, 
and  nrtiirn  to  the  bedr>oxU.  ishake  ilk-ni  with  all  the  b(>d.  iio  that 
they  in  N>d  were  (lut  tf>  hod  one  up<m  the  other,  then 
walR  iihout  the  rmmi  apain,  and  come  to  the  MTiantn'  bed.  and 
fnaw  and  acrotch  the  wuinM-.ot  head,  and  iitiakt;  altop'iher  in 
thnt  room  ;  nt  the  ttint;  of  tliiii  beinff  in  doiii];,  tliey  in  the  bed- 
rhamber  lienrti  aucU  Ktranrre  dnippinirdown  from  tlie  ro<ifof  tiie 
room,  that  they  MipiMijied  'twa*  like  the  fall  of  money  by  the 
■ound.  Captain  Cockaine,  not  frietitei>ed  with  ko  dniiill  o  noiw, 
;and  Irinir  near  the  chimney.)  ftept  out  and  made  t>hifl  to  liflit 
aeand'e.  by  the  lijrht  of  which  he  |iercei%ed  the  room  utrewed 
over  w  Ilh  hn'ken  ?lai«a,  »reeii,  and  Nome  of  it  a*  it  wens  pieeiHi 
of  broken  botrhtv  ;  lie  had  nut  Innir  b4>en  conriderinr  what  it 
tfaa,  w  hen  nuddenly  hi*  candle  wb«  liit  out.  and  irloiiii  flew  about 
Mie  room,  that  lie  made  haste  to  the  protection  of  the  cover 
lotn ;  the  noiiw  of  thunderinr  row  more  Indeuu;!  Ihen  at  any 
time  before ;  yet.  at  a  certain  tim-,  all  vaniNht  into  ralniDeiw. 
The  morninir  after  wan  the  flaw  about  the  room,  which  the 
■laid  tliut  rf-^n  to  make  clean  the  ro«>mo  i>wept  up  into  a  comer, 
and  many  can.  *o  nee  it.  But  Mr.  Richard  Cmok  would  atay 
Dolnnrer,  ret  aa  he  vtopt,  foinf  tlinmrh  Uo<idiitock  town,  tie 
wan  then-  hrard  Ui  «ay,  that  he  would  not  lodse  amoncit  them 
another  nirlit  for  a  fe«t  of  h  SOO. 

Oetnder  trth.  Tlie  CommiMinnen  h«d  not  fH  done  thoir  work. 
wiMreforaiii«yinHiti(airi  andbeiDcaUiiiflBofUMiwofdtttatr 


mu3<t  not  arem  afraid  tnenrnantar  with  any  thinr.  thoufh  itbt 
the  devil ;  therefore,  with  pi»tot«  rhar^*^- and  ara«ii»«0Tdi 
laied  l-y  their  In-d-ide*.  they  applied  ih(-m»«-iveif  lo  tak.eM.iM 
n-t.  when  winMiiliMiF  in  I  lie  niidiit  of  iiithi.  m«  oi«rii»-<ta:rilii|iiU 
the  window  ca«<menti(  with  "ueh  (lafj*,  iliat  ii  awakerrd  til 
that  alept ;  unnie  of  tl.i  ni  (lefpinic  out  to  l<i*>k  what  wa*il4 
mailer  with  the  winduw><,  i>toneM  tiew  nhout  tti4r  rm.nivks  if 
liurlid  with  ninny  hnniln  :  Mime  lnl  tht.'  wu^l*.  and  MMtt  U« 
IhmIn'  hendi> chuH-  abu\e  ihe  pillow K.tlie  dinia  uf  w  htrh  w«;n: iIkS 
and  yet  lit  is  conceived)  an'  to  be  wen.  tliU4  iKinM-t.'inr  liinDW* 
ine  utoiM-y,  and  Minieiime  nuikinir  thttiiueniir  noni^i  furrvo 
iK.nrn  Ppaci*  It  reaKt.and  all  wa«f]Uiei  till  Hie  morn.  Aiimbtir 
fHintr,  and  ihe  uiaid  come  in  tn  make  the  f.re,  tluT  iookcd 
about  the  momp  ;  they  fuund  fouri>eore  >tftneii  brouehr  in  tUt 
niplii.  and  noinv  to  (ay  them  tdireiher  id  ih*-  rftrm  r  wltere  ri« 
fhiMB  (I -et'on*  mint  toned)  had  bn-ii  iiwept  up.  ihey  found  tlial 
eiTry  piece  of  ffla'<i>  had  l»een  earned  away  thiil  iiicht.  Mtar 
l<eople  ennH*  next  day  lo  wt-  the  «tiim-K,  nnd  ail  nbMrned  !L^ 
they  were  noi  of  hucIi  kind  of  atoneti  ti*  are  natunill  in  ili« 
Ciiiintn>y  ihen-uN>ut ;  with  ihece  ne'e  nui««  like  cla|>«  of  tliHD- 
lier,  or  n-|u'rt  of  eannon  planted  afauirit  the  rooirM.  Imrri  by 
all  'hai  liidxi  d  in  ihe  outer  co'irtii.  to  ilieir  a#tuniklimeiit,aMi 
at  Wuodhiock  tov\n,  taken  lobe  thunder. 

(t^rflttfr  9^ffi.  Till  a  nipht,  t>oth  Mnnre  and  difr«:rinr  iwtM 
fri'in  the  fi>niier  find  awakened  Captain  Hart,  who  lodnd  ia 
the  bedetinmber,  who.  luannir  Roe  and  Brown  to  froan.  CtilM 
out  to  Coeknine  iimi  Crofik  lo  come  and  liidp  IIkoi.  fur  Mart 
could  not  >tir  him>elf;  Cucknine  would  fame  have  an««tred, 
IhH  he  could  not.  or  l<Kik  about  :  aumethinf ,  he  thoucM.  >i4pl 
biitli  hiF  bn-ath  nnd  held  down  hi*  eyelids.  Ama?*^  tha*.  b» 
iHnifrleM  aii<l  ku-ki  a?M>ut.  till  lie  luid  awaked  Captain  C'liuk. 
who.  half  a«le4'p.  pnw  lerj  anpry  at  hm  kick«,  and  muttit-iif^l 
wind*.  It  frre«t  to  an  apiointnient  in  the  f^li> :  but  ihm  iul'r 
reco\ered  Corkaiiie  to  n-mniber  that  Captain  Hurt  had  calkd 
for  help,  wherefore  to  them  he  ran  in  the  oihi-r  miici,  whumlM 
founil  Hidl>  L'roiininc,  wlu-re.  hcrapiiif  in  the  elnmney.  he  bulk 
found  a  candle  Hnd  fire  to  liflil  it ;  but  had  not  rone  two  ftrjit, 
when  hiiinethinr  blew  the  candle  out.  and  threw  hini  in  ih« 
chair  by  the  beil-ide.  win  n  pniiMMiily  rried  uuc  Captain  Carc- 
lesne,  with  a  moft  pitiful  voice.  '*  Come  hither.  (>  cooie  hither, 
brother  Corknine,  the  tliincV  fone  of  cne  *'  Cuckaiiie.  iK-arre 
yet  hiniK'lf,  helpt  to  wt  him  up  in  lii>  b«-d.  and  after  Capijia 
Hart,  and  iinvmff  Krnrre  doin;  that  tn  them,  and  al*!  to  lli« 
other  two,  they  heard  Captain  CnMik  cryine  out.  aa  if  utmt- 
thine  had  bei-n  killiiis  him.  C<irkaine  imafrht  op  ilie  awnnl 
that  lay  b)  'heir  bed,  and  run  into  the  nMim  to  lave  Crook,  Lai 
wan  in  much  more  tikelihiMid  to  kill  him.  for  ai  Iiim  roniiof .  tht 
Ihmc  that  |iri>i>iii>d  Crook  went  of  bim.  al  which  CrtMik  i>ranvd 
out  of  liiK  b<>d,  whom  Corkaiiie  lhoui:lii  a  Kpirit,  made  at  h<a^ 
at  which  Crook  cried  out  "  I.ord  help.  Lord  nate  m«;"  fjorkaiae 
ht  fall  hi»  hand,  and  Crook,  emhracinc  Corkaine,  desired  Im 

rert ilement,  fivin?  him  miiiiy  thnnka  for  hir  delnerance. 

Then  roMi  they  all  and  citme  together,  diM-nurM>d  MwnetiaiNf 
podly  and  iMmH'tJiiiej^  ]traiud.  for  all  lhi^  while  »a«  tt«(n>  i>ack 
►i.-:iiil>iiie  o\er  the  root Df  the  Iioumt,  a<i  if  lufo  lior«  had  lUit 
been  trotimv  ;  tlii.«  iiislit  all  the  HiuntTn  brnuuhi  in  the  ni£ht  be 
fon>,  and  hiid  up  in  the  withdraw infr-nKini.  were  all  canad 
aj!ain  away  by  that  which  brourht  them  In,  which  at  lb* 
wonii-d  lime  le.fl  of.  and.  a^  it  were,  went  out.  and  !mj  away. 

Oripfrfr  '29!h  Their  buKineMC  hnvinr  now  n>eeUed  «o  aiacb 
foru ardne.*iie  nn  to  be  ne<*r  dmiinirtit,  they  eircnnrajn.-d  um  ika 
other,  and  n'«idved  to  irir  further;  therofon*,  they  pnitided 
more  liptit«  and  firei*.  and  njriher.for  (heir  awiitanctf.  prvraitrd 
with  their  ordinary  kiviwr  to  lodfo  amonr*t  Ihnni.  and  briaf 
hi.'t  mnniive  bitch:  nnd  ii  wait  ho  thia  nifht  with  iIigbi,  UiiI 
thev  had  niidiaiurbance  at  all. 

(h-fo'^r  Mfk.  Ko  well  they  had  paMed  the  nifht  befitre.  that 
thi;«  iiiehi  they  went  to  bed,  confident  and  careJeMe;  «Dtiil 
alKiut  tweUeoftliedock,  M-methingknockiat  Iheduoruawilk 
a  mnitirii  irreHt  hammer,  but  with  rucli  force  as  it  it  had  citHft 
the  door;  thenent'red  !wimethiiiplikealiC8r.l  utMem'd  ti«w«ll 
innn*  hi?,  and  waikt  about  tim  mom,  and  oat  of  one  room  nto 
ttie  other,  tntadiiif  «o  heavily.  a«  Uie  floare  had  not  lieen  tAirnff 
enoufh  to  birar  it.  When  it  came  into  tlie  lieddianber.  il 
dnyht  afainxt  tha  bedii'  head*  anme  kind  of  a Um  vefweil.  thai 
bmke  in  sundry  pieciMi,  and  MoinetimtM  would  take  up  ihiM 
piece*,  and  hurle  them  about  the  r(Him.  nnd  into  the«itheri«o«i; 
and  w  hen  it  did  not  hurle  the  flaiwr  at  their  liradk,  il  did  ftrilM 
upon  the  table*,  an  if  many  Nniith#.  with  their  rmateat  liamawni 
had  been  lavinf  on  an  u|Htn  an  anvU :  •ome(in>ea  it  tbimpl 
aaniiiht  the  wall*  a*  if  it  w  ould  beat  a  hole  thro«f.'h  :  tlien  «i<oa 
their  head.4.  huch»tanipine.  usif  iheroofof  thehiiuiie  werebni- 
iiir  down  upon  ilieir  head"  :  and  lia\inf  dont?  ihuj,  dunnf  'ha 
Kpace  (an  waK  cimjeciun'd)  of  two  hour*,  it  reaard  and  vanuh- 
ed,  but  with  a  mon*  Aerce  Hbuttinf  of  the  ilmirs  than  al  any  tin« 
befon*.  In  the  inorninf  tliey  found  the  pi«*cea  of  f  laM  aNi«t 
the  mom.  and  ubMTied,  that  itwafimnch  diflflTiiif  I'mni  that 
fla«ae  hronaht  in  thrt>e  nifhtic  tH>fore,  thia  twin^  ufa  micb 
thirker  t>ubKtanre,  which  neveraM  rt'nutni  which  cane  il 
carried  away  Mime  piece*  of.  The  CommieiUMiera  wew  m 
debate  of  lodf  iiii;  there  no  more  ;  liut  all  thrir  bu#im-^ie  W9» 
not  done,  and  Fome  of  them  were  go  cnneeiii*il  as  to  believe,  and 
to  attribute  the  rent  they  enjoyed,  tlie  night  l^fure  (his  lart 
unio  the  maKlive  bitch;  whenifore,  they  rciioUcd  (»  ffelBOit 
company,  and  the  maKtive  bitch,  nnd  try  nnotlicr  nif  hL 

(}Cfrbrr2\.tt.  TliiM  iiirlit.  the  flrva  and  Ufhta  prepared,  tki 
ordiiMiry  kee^ier  and  hin  bitch,  with  anotlier  man  pertwndedby 
hiin,  they  all  look  thoir  bedn  and  fell  aale(>p  But  abinrt  twelft 
at  nirht.  «iuch  rapping  was  on  all  aides  of  them,  that  it  wakiii- 
eii  all  of  them :  as  llie  doors  did  «c«>m  to  oin-n.  ilie  TBastmt 
bitch  fell  fearriilijr  a  )ellinr,  and  pn>sently  ran  fiercely  info  tht 
iM'd  to  them  in  the  truck le-bi'd:  an  the  Ihintr  came  by  tlie  table,  ii 
utiuck  soflurceablow  im  tliat,aii  iliat  it  made  i  he  fVame  to  rrark, 
then  tiKik  the  warming  pan  from  off  (lie  table,  and  ttiokc  it 
afainut  ihe  walls  with  so  mudi  force  u  that  it  was  beat  flat !» 
iraUier,  lid  and  bottom.  Now  were  tliey  hit  as  tlirj  lay  eovani 
ovw  bHd  ud  Ma  withio  tiM tod-doilMib   CtpmCmlw 
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«mj>  taken  a  tnnnd  blow  nn  the  hcacl  with  the  nhouldrrblaclo 
btMic  of  a  doaii  honMi,  (bt't'ore  rh^y  had  been  but  thrown  at, 
whf^i  tliejr  iwwp'  uit,  itiid  11111*1 :)  Browni>  hud  a  shruweil  blow  on 
Ihf  lof  with  Ih)  ba<'kb<ini-,  niid  jiuttlKir  on  the  hmd.  and  rvt-ry 
one  iff  ihvrii  fflt  m>vvrall  hlowM  of  btiriDa  nnd  itrontfii  lliroiitrh 
tlH!  brd-chiihun.  for  now  ih^m*  t)uiiL'i'  wffH  thrown  nn  'ruin  vn 
anrrv  li.tnil  titnr  m<.-fin(  tunlirr  mirtchii-r;  ih<>  »ton»'«  Hew  in  at 
window  n«  «lii)t  out  of  a  pin,  nor  wa^  ilic  hur^tM  !•>•««<•  (n^  fnim 
wiiliou')  than  of  a  ciinnun.  and  all  thf  wiudowM  liroki-n  down. 
No«»  Hf  th"  hurline  of  riii>  thini:4  did  ifaiw*,  and  the  ihniff  wulkt 
■n  and  duwn.  C'lptam  Coclcnino  and  Hart  nricd  uui,  In  thi)  nione 
of  Uie  KtittuT,  a-m^  and  Huly  (iho!«t,  what  arc  you  7  Whar 
vouid  yiKi  h.ive?  What  h<ivu  we  done  that  you  disturb  iim 
Ui<i!>?  So  voice  rephi'd,  (n*  the  Cupt<iin:i  said,  yet  wiine  ufthi* 
•ervnnt<  h-\vi>  Kdid  othprwi»c,)  and  ihi'  noiw  conKt.  Hen-uiMin 
r«|itain  Hart  and  Gockiiine  rom*.  who  lay  in  lh»>  Itedchambvr, 
iwitfwed  the  An-  anti  lixhli'.and  one  rr>!a(  rnndle,  inacund  etitirk. 
Ctta-y  placed  ill  the  diHir.  that  miKht  beiieen  by  thorn  in  both  the 
mo'nii.  S.i  futTH'T  were  tht-y  goi  tu  bed.  but  the  noiw  aroiw  on 
•Ji  ttiie*  nifins  loud  and  hi.luoutf  than  at  any  tinw  berore,  iniK>- 
■Mrh  a«  (til  Hxe  the  l'nptiiin'4  own  wor<iri)  it  returned  and 
briMiiriit  MfVtfn  devih  worne  than  it»eif :  and  preiwntly  tiiey  mw 
the  randte  an  I  caodleiilirk  in  the  (Hisi-nse  of  the  dour,  doMlit 
•u  to  thi;  n>4»f  of  the  rrK>in,  by  a  kick  of  the  hinder  iMrt*  of  a 
hone,  and  after  with  the  hoof  trode  out  the  MiutT.  and  mi  da»ht 
Mtt  ilM*  tire  in  the  chirnni<ii.  Ak  thi^  wo:*  doms  there  fell,  aa 
from  theiiii*!ine.  u|Min  ibum  in  thntiurkle  bed^.  mich  ((uantitMM 
of  wator,  a<i  if  it  had  been  p<iurv  1  out  of  bucket^i,  whieJi  «tiink 
iror«e  Chan  any  earthly  atink  could  make :  and  oa  tlii«  waa 
hi  dome.  ^•m>'thinir  erupt  under  the  hiirh  btidi,  to^t  ihcin  up  to 
thf  nmf  of  ihii  hou«e,  with  the  ConimiMionera  m  Uit-m.  until 
thff  te^t'tm  iif  tiM  lH.>d4  were  t>oalen  down  U|Miu,  and  the  bedNied- 
fnnf»*  bnike  undf^r  them :  nnd  here  Home  pauie  heiiic  made. 
they  all.  a4  if  with  one  ronat'nt,  atorleit  up,  aim  ran  down  the 
•t«ir»  until  they  came  into  the  Couihrel  Hall,  whure  two  xnte  up 
a-br>;wine,  bat  now  were  fallen  naleep ;  thtiM  they  Mca-ed  much 
with  wokenine  of  them,  ha\in«  been  much  pendext  before 
wiUi  th<»  franff?  ooiite,  which  commonly  waa  taken  by  them 
abroad  for  thuMd'>r,  lomi'timcii  for  rumbling  wind.  Here  ttie 
Captaimi  and  their  comiMiny  cot  fire  and  caudle,  and  every  un« 
c«rryiiif  •oraethmir  of  either,  they  returned  into  the  Pre«i)nce- 
Chamb-;r.  where  Mime  applied  them«flvea  to  make  the  tire. 
whiUt  oihen  fell  tu  pra>er«,  and  bavin*  (rot  Mime  clothva 
ab<mt  them,  they  N|>ent  the  mndue  of  the  ni^ht  in  Hincin? 

Kihnaand  prayerd ;  during  which,  no  noiae  wait  in  tlial  room, 
t  m-Mt  oideouHly  round  about,  ait  at  noiw!  dutance. 

It  tfiiould  h.ive  b<-en  told  liefore,  how  th.it  when  Captain 
Hart  iiri(t  rime  thii  niirht,  (who  lay  in  the  bedchamber  next  the 
lln>.)  Iiefoaad  iheirbiNikorvahiatioiiiiRrtNtite  theemberaitinoak- 
in«.  whiett  he  -inarhr  oo  and  raxt  upttn  the  tal>le  there,  wlii(>h 
tlw  nicht  oeforri  wba  left  upon  the  mbie  in  ilie  iveeence  amoinr-i 
their  other  iiMier«  :  thi«  tMj>k  hhh  in  th>)  morniiii;  foniitl  a  hand 
fiii  burnt,  anil  had  burnt  the  table  where  it  lay  ,  Browne  tne 
clarfc  Mid,  Iim  wonbl  not  for  a  liw  and  a  lOOL  tJiai  it  had  been 
barnt  a  hindfiil  further. 

Thia  nicht  it  h  miieiied  that  lliere  were  aix  cony-atealen, 
whii  were  niTBe  with  their  net^  and  fen^Ha  to  Die  ronyburriiw« 
by  K'lua'Hond'it  Well  ;  but  with  tliu  noiM  thia  nii^ht  from  tlie 
Mannor-htHiiii',  tlii>y  were  «>  terriited.  that  like  men  dii^tracted 
•war  (hrv  rao,  anil  left  their  hiiiea  all  reudy  pitched,  ready  up, 
and  the  ferrctK  in  ttie  cony-burrowa. 

Now  tiie  CounnfinHMier-.  more  Htmiible  of  their  danicur,  con- 
ii4r*rv<l  more  jterioitaly  of  their  aafety,  and  agreed  to  ir«»  ami 
eoofrtr  with  Mr.  H<>irinan.  the  ininlaterof  Wotton.  (a  man  not 
of  tlM-  m>*ane«t  noit;  fur  life  or  learninf ,  by  Mme  eriiisemi^d  more 
biffli.i  tu  detire  hid  advice.  t<i|rellMfr  with  hia  comimny  and 
prayiera.  Mr.  HotTin'm  held  it  too  hiirh  a  {loint  to  re.Mivn  on 
•Hddenly  a'ni  by  himMf.  wherefore  demrpd  time  to  coiifider 
Ipon  It,  which  heinr  ajreed  unto,  he  forthwith  n>de  to  Mr. 
ipokiti«on  an-t  Mr.  Wheat,  the  two  next  Jiwiirea  of  Peace,  to 
try  what  warrant  they  roiiiri  five  him  for  it.  They  boUi  (oa  'tm 
Muri  fntn  themaeive<>)  nnrouraivd  him  to  be  a««Mtin(  to  tlie 
DonimiiMiionert.  accordiaic  to  hia  Cullinf. 

But  nertain  it  i«,  that  when  tlier  came  to  fetch  him  to  go 
with  them.  Mr.  Hollhiaii  aiMwered,  that  hm  wou  d  uot  lodfe 
tfiorf  one  nicht  for  59**1..  ond  beinff  o^ketl  to  pray  with  them,  he 
belH  up  hit  tioad*  and  aaid,  that  he  would  nutinedd.e  upou  any 


Mr  HoflTman  refWvinir  to  undertake  the  qoarrul,  the  Commit- 
nooera  held  it  not  nafe  to  lodre  where  they  had  been  thu« 
•ntvrtaiiied  any  longer,  but  rauMtd  all  thincs  to  be  removed 
Inif*  tilt*  choinbeniover  the  intehouMi,  wheri>  they  maid  but  one 
Bieht.  and  what  rent  tluty  enjoyed  tliere,  we  have  but  an  unrer 
tain  relation  of.  fur  they  went  away  early  the  next  morninir;  but  if 
it  miy  be  held  fit  to  «et  down  what  hath  been  deli%-eivd  bf  tlie 
repi>rt  of  otliern  they  were  alao  the  aame  nirtit  much  atfrifht- 
•o  with  dreadfiil  apiMiritionK,  but  obaervinr  that  thnie  iMUMafew 
■preail  marh  in  diarourm,  to  be  aim  in  particulam  taken  notice 
of.  and  that  the  nature  of  it  made  not  for  their  cauM',  they 
acreed  to  the  concealinir  i>f  thin^  for  thu  future ;  yet  thiif  it 
Well-known  and  rertain,  that  tlie  rate-kceiter'a  wife  waa  in  ao 
MrAnm  an  artiiiy  in  tier  b«!d,  and  in  her  bitd  chamber  nurh  noiae, 
(whiUt  Iter  h«4band  waa  above  with  the  Commmioneri,)  that 
two  IB-lid-*  in  tlie  m^xt  room  to  her,  iiumt  not  venture  to  aa^iat 
her.  bat  affrighted  ran  out  to  cull  company,  and  their  maaier, 
and  found  the  wtnnan  (at  their  cominr  in)  graapinir  for  breath  : 
aad  the  ne«;  day  aaid.  tliat  ahe  aaw  and auffered  tliat,  which  for 
all  the  world  «he  Hoiild  nott>n  hired  to  acain. 

From  Woodatock  the  Commioaionera  removed  unto  Rnelme, 
and  aomtt  of  th«ni  retiirn<!d  to  Woodstock  the  Sunday  ae'iiiiiffht 
afb*r,  (the  book  of  Valuation*  wpohnr  liomethinK  that  waa  for 
lia^te  left  imiterfect.)  but  ludyed  not  in  any  of  thone  rooms 
wbwv  (iter  Uaid  lain  befora,  aad  yet  wen  not  uuvuiuxl  (ai  Uiey 


conftas  ihemiieK'o*)  by  the  devil,  whom  they  railed  their  nlrhtly 
ffUeM ;  Captain  (!rook  raiiH>  not  uniill  TueKiiay  ntfrht,  and  how 
h"  H|H>d  Mint  iiisiii  the  .iiiu-kc.-|'*!r'tf  wife  rjin  tell  if  Mhe  dnrt:th, 
but  \«liat  khi*  hath  whiM|>erHd  to  lior  iroMiiM.  ahnli  not  ben-ada 
a  part  of  thin  (lurnarnitivr,  nor  many  nii>re  i>iiriii'u>arii  uhich 
have  fallen  from  the  t'oinniiitoii>iHTK  tlM>niw!lven  ami  their  aer- 
vantu  to  •itliir  iiernona  ;  they  are  all  «»r  nii>>i  of  tliein  nl'vi-.  nnd 
m.-iy  add  to  ii  whi-n  they  pi  n.-e.  an>l  Kiir>ly  liave.  not  a  belter 
way  to  be  revenged  of  him  who  troubled  them,  than  acrording 
to  the  proverb,  toll  truth  nnd«haaie  ihetievil 

There  remamii  tlim  observation  to  be  added,  that  on  a  WeH> 
ncwday  moniinif  all  theM>  otYicerA  went  away  ;  and  that  ainca 
(lien  di\erM!  i>ernon*  of  aeiernll  qualitien.  have  lodp-d  often 
and  piitnelimeii  Ion;  in  the  Mime  nM>nia,  iMith  in  the  pre4i<nce, 
withdrawing  rotmi.  and  bedchamber  tH-loiiKineniito  Ihh  fnrnHl 
Majesty  ;  yet  none  have  had  the  leant  diM!uibiuire.  or  heard  liio 
i<niaileMt  nuine,  for  which  the  caui<c  miih  not  a-«  ordoiary  a^  np- 
parent,  except  the  Comtni^iiioner*  and  their  cnnipany.  who  ctrnie 
in  ordor  to  tha  alienaliusaud  puliiiic  down  the  liouae,  whieli  i« 
wclinifli  perfurmed. 

A  8HOBT  SrRVBV  OP  WoODflTOCX,  NOT  TAKEN  RV  ANT  OF  THB 
BKhOKiMaBNTlONBb  COMMlSHIONEAtS.* 

The  noble  aeat,  called  Woodatock.  in  one  of  the  ancient 
hntioura  lielonftinir  to  the  cniwii.  iji'vernll  inannom  owe  loiite 
nnd  aervicv  to  the  place  ;  but  the  cuKtom  of  the  r.i  un'rey  civinf 
It  but  the  title  of  a  nuuinor,  we  »hall  erre  with  them  to  be  tjia 
better  uiidnralood. 

The  nnnnorhmiMe  haMi  b<!en  a  large  fnbrick,  and  accounted 
anitincHi  hia  mnjenlieV  atandin^  hoUM><i,  heriiuM>  there  mhi*  al- 
Moiea  kepi  aatandinir  lurniture.  Tin*  irieat  h«iu.i>  waa  built  by 
Kiii(r  Henry  the  Flri>t,  but  nmplert^ed  with  the  ^ate  Ihiuw  and 
outiidtw  of  t|M)  cuti'r-court,  by  KinK  Henry  llie  ii^*vfcnlh,  tlie 
atablea  by  Kinv  Jume*. 

Ah'Hit  a  btHM-->h<Ktt  from  the  rate  aouth-weat,  remnin  founda- 
tit«n  aims  of  that  alruciure,  erected  by  Koifr  Henry  the  Second, 
for  th>t  security  of  l^dy  Roimmond,  dauf  liter  of  Walter  Lord 
Cliflbnt,  which  aome  (wieta  have  compared  to  the  Dedalian  la- 
byrinth, but  the  foini  and  circuit  both  of  the  place  ai>d  ruins 
ahew  It  lo  hnve  benn  a  Iioum!  and  of  one  pile,  iH'rhapii  of 
atnMirth,  aceordinr  to  tlie  faxhitm  of  thoit;  limea.  and  probably 
warf  nited  uith  i*ecrvl  placea  of  rcceita.  nnd  n^enuea  to  hide  or 
convey  awa>  Kurh  [terwinM  an  were  nut  willing  tolo  found  if 
narrowly  amifht  ofter  About  the  midtft  nf  the  place  ariH>th  a 
»(>rin7,  called  at  prcM'nt  Uohtimond'ii  We.ll  :  it  in  but  shallow, 
nnd  aliawN  to  havn  bei>n  \tnvvii  and  walled  about,  likely  contriv- 
(.Hi  for  iIh!  uxc  of  iliein  within  the  houae,  when  it  should  be  of 
danrer  to  po  out 

A  quarter  of  ii  mile  diatant  from  the  Kinp'n  bouKe,  ia  aeafed 
WotNliitock  town,  new  and  old.  This  new  Woodnioek  did  ariac 
by  MMiie  buildinini  wbirh  Henry  the  Hernnd  rave  leave  to  be 
erected,  (aa  recx'ived  by  tindition,)  at  the  iniite  of  the  Lady  Ro* 
ximoiid,  for  the  UMi  «>f  out  MTiantu  upon  (he  wnittrM  of  the 
mannor  of  RIadon,  where  is  the  mother  church  ;  thiK  is  a  ham* 
let  beloneinc  to  it.  thouirh  encrcaM-d  to  a  market  town  bv  the 
advaniacre  of  the  Court  ntriidin;  Mimetiinc  lUMr,  which  of  late 
yeara  they  have  been  M'nKible  of  the  want  of:  thia  town  waa 
made  a  c-orporatioii  in  the  II  Ih  year  of  henry  the  riixth,  by 
charter,  with  |N)wer  to  ouiid  two  burge«aea  to  parhaiueul  or  not, 
aa  they  will  them^lve^i. 

Old  WtKidatock  ia  aealed  on  tlie  weat  aide  of  the  brook, 
named  Glyme,  which  aluo  iinneth  ihroueh  the  |  aik  ;  the  town 
conaiiita  not  of  above  four  or  five  Iioihc*.  but  it  la  to  be  eon* 
ceiwd  that  it  hath  been  much  larper,  (but  tery  anciently  ao.} 
for  inaomo  old  law  liiatiiriMna  tliere  h  in<  nlitm  of  the  aaairc  at 
Wtiodrtoek,  for  a  law  made  in  a  Micclitemote  dhe  name  of  i»ar- 
Iiament4  before  the  comini;  of  tlie  Norman)  in  tlie  dayaof  Kinf 
Lthclred. 

And  in  like  manner,  thot  thereabout  was  a  kinc'a  houae,  if 
not  in  tite  aame  place  where  Henry  the  First  biiilt  the  lata 
rtandinf  pile  befon*  his ;  for  in  ^uch  i<a}ii  those  rreat  councils 
were  commonly  held  in  the  Kiuu'a  palacea.  Some  of  iboaa 
londa  have  belonced  t«i  tlio  ordenn  of  the  Kni^hta  Ti>Di|>leri, 
there  beinc  recorda  which  call  Uiem,  Terras  quas  Ra  tJxawMar 
vUeum  Trmri/triU. 

Rut  now  this  late  Inrre  mannor-houae  ia  in  a  manner  almost 
turned  into  heaps  of  ruhbiah ;  aome  seven  or  eiylit  rnoma  left 
for  the  accommodation  of  a  Limant  that  should  rent  the  Kinir*s 
meadows,  (of  those  who  bad  no  power  to  let  mum.)  with  sa> 
veral  hidi  uncovered  walls  stamlin?,  the  prodisious  snociacles 
of  malice  unto  monarchy,  which  ruinea  still  bear  sembl.-iiice  of 
their  state,  and  yet  aspire,  in  spirht  of  envy  or  of  weather,  lo 
ahew,  What  kincH  do  build.  lubjecUi  may  aomelimea  shake,  but 
utterly  ran  never  overthrow. 

Tlint  part  of  the  i«ars  called  the  Hi|rli-[iarfc,  hath  been  lately 
aubdivided  by  Kir  Arthur  Han>lrir.  U»  make  pnstun'S  for  his 
breed  of  colts,  and  other  fwrts  plowed  U|i.  <  f  the  w  hole,  saith 
Rotniii  WarwieensiH,  in  MM.  Hen.  I.  p.  ISM,  Ftctt  ute  Rex  Parcum 
df  Wood.'iioek,  cast  Palaiio  tnfr»  predktum  Pcrcum,  qui  ParruM 
ent  primvi  Parrw  AngUe.ftecnttnff  in  citcvlni  fttrn*  MUla- 
ria : crmurvetui rrat  Anno  14  Avjw  Re^U. mvfpartm  fo^t.  Without 
file  Hark  tlie  Kinp's  demesne  winmIs  were,  it  cannot  well  bo 
aaid  iMiw  are,  the  timbi'r  beinr  all  aold  olf,  nnd  underwoods  au 
cropt  and  spoiled  bv  that  beast  the  LonI  Munson,  and  oilier 
ffreedy  catile,  that  tliey  are  hardly  recoverable.  Bey<ind  which 
lielh  Htonefleld,  and  other  maniiora  that  hold  of  Woodstock, 
with  other  woods,  that  have  la-en  aliened  by  former  klncN.  but 
with  reM>rvation  of  Idicrty  for  his  majestie's  deer,  and  other 
beasts  of  furrest,  to  liarbour  in  at  pleasure,  as  in  due  place  iM  to 
Im  shewed. 

*  TUssiUTvy  o(  Weodsteek  la  appaadad  to  the  prtecJiof  pamp'jlat 


PREFACE  TO  WOODSTOCK. 


It  V  no*  mf  r^iryi^'^  t/i  infiwm  mr  rPsHera  hiw  thp  tnanu- 1 
arr.t'U  it\' tl^i  \ti.i:.u:  aniiTiary.  iIh  llf\.  J.  A-  KochbCUPVB 
F)  I.)  .  r:ijn.  iifij  ii,>  ;rir.-iM..!iiii  Tli^rt-  an*  many  hli>ii  in  nhirh 
liirh  tii.'V  tri!;^:>.  &:.<!  li  i^  rrir.-ipli  Ut  »ay  lh»;J  wrrt:  n-tcH'A 
fnuji  <iii  ui.'rtur'liy  !:.■".  iii.ii  i^Mt  tiM  y  Ui-i:>  Ikimi  ftiy  i*'iii.i-  b>.  Aj< 
fiir  tir-  ill, till-;:;  II  i»y  nl"  i|.i-  aii'.*  »ii/.i»  whfh  I  hftv*-  CH"t(>c^  fnun 
t**i?  »n'i;i.--  nl"  ijii*  ^^^l■■;■  iit  ;  ."iMin  uiid  piif  ti iin*i h- r  vi il h  my 
•M-n  iJiirii.tj.i  <j  lli>-:ii*).  1)^  rinu"  «it  I>  »--|tir  I!iirii<-cli:l»-  will  War-  ! 
rvit  iiC''-ir'.''\ .  wJp"  VI '  ?f»:it  ii-im"  Jiii;-;«  ta  tf  \tn  kiumii.  j 

Will.  (:|.  i|^l•.^\  tin-  p  .ii:ii.»: ;  urt  (•!  tii*  witrlilan- wi'MaoTiiiRt-  ! 
rd  ;    iimI  hi>  iiiulit   n.'f«-r  \\y  tir^i  lo  huTti^t  An'^Kiry  a  WimkI 
u>ti>  kiijli.'  li  i:;i  It  iiiiii  ■»>  fill'  <if  ru  i  :Ilar«  irf"  Hurh  <')iurrh.  rjid 

b>>tim Iijj!i  tic  •■\<-iii;i!^.'>  ''i;jra(t  riiithi.-  Arn'rtta  O.n/riir'i- 

««".  hJilvMU-h  :iii.>  l>iH.*or  vi  u  t-ijui.'uli.il  at  Cuiiliniiih;.  LnpUuiiiri  ' 
otiifr<'}i-  I 

It  is  u.  :i  kii'iwii  tliat  DtrrUtr  T't-'hi  rblTc  rarly  i.*itruj«"«!  jin.-fi  r-  , 
ITK-iil  ill  till-  ('hiifh.  till  ri-'ii'i.'il  ul'  :\^-  KilintHfJ  flnn-  u}u''li  1h*  j 
Ufik  in  tin-  <-iiiii  1.1-1  n>v  \\it(i  fii>-  l'i:ntniir  ;  and  thiit  hi*  Murk,  fii-  - 
tiUi-ti  Mai' u^  Utuff.  H--i!«  rutiriii«-r«d  ai.  a  kiNjrk-ili>Mn  I'iiiw  t 
b>-  all  <\'  •  |i  f  If  iM-  uIhi  n-f.  iviij  it    It  wait  tlait  uurk  wtu'*h  iiiaiU'  | 
hirii.  nt  iIh-  t.iriy  y;.-f  of  liiirly    Kin-tor  of  WiXMUtiick.  and  uhKh  ' 
aOi'ruunlr  ^  riir>i  lum  a  |il:irr  in  ttf  ''ataliuruf  of  tin-  c«'M»m'iiI  ■ 
Century  Vlntr  .    mul    u(»rM' llhui  U-im;  Mhriwn  n\*\>\  tlMt  t'liwi- 
tir,  aiii'Rir  tli*-  riiia!«iciM-ii  of  H^andalrtu^  and  niaWi'imt  vrvtA»\ 
•dm i ltd  iii»«»  ln-m  Iii'»-»  l.v  \\tf  \  ft'lritii*.  hiK  «>|  iimrn*  ficankinHd 
Uw  Iijv*  lit'  hi'<  tivini:  of  V>  tukitUtrV.  Iiy  thi>  auri-ndi 'nry  uf  Pn-Kliy-  j 
Ihry.     H<-  WH.4  f-li:i|i!:uii.  duniu^'  niiMt  i>art  tiC  Xht-  ('r\il  War.  to  iSir 
Hniiry  Lii'H  n  giini-iit.  I»\ii-H  flirtJii'  ti  mci'ui'Kin|[{rimri<ii :  himI 


1  i^M 

tiiinl  |rf«n»on.  I  mHi-n-i  hi>vifi,4'r  j^hthi'  l*ri -liiTcri[ii>  cimniiriiTj^ 
l»ir  ttai«  U-*'!!  pnilty  of  bciU-riMiluiiiK'  r**ik  dr  thn*  i-uvjie^.  Tfn 
niHnii*rnj>t  wai'  lui]:.'  m  ^■'H'«7->irtii  ^-ii'  ihe  EtftuJiJi,  u  dirtitn 
fuirhifl  lionily  oftluii  (h  r-^iiuK^tn  * 

nuniiy  liw  i'iiiir;Mtli'Fr!  fT^H-lur  J^nrherlifn'  wti^rrrfUtArLlly  ^t^ 
Iptd  III  ofii-  orotlMT  ijj  tlLfi  EjfFtnatum  aUi4it|>tc  nf  a  ■v^Tunirjrjii  oT 
MMinarrh}  :  and  wa-  h'^'Miiiiiti^fJ,  llif  \t\s  fliid»ritr,  jiiwrw^  ciT 
miiMi.  and  i!«  pthol'.iii' 'rudnvi ^ pne iif l>ii' «^f4if*pl  ■iTHl»«Ffalft^  fbrttii^ 
Kjiv  ill  tliiii  Ijiinv  till!'  .  v^  irMhiv  I  dliiit  drn^  tuitrk.  tijni  i^K'  pkrff  ip 
wlii«li  hi-  liuniiil  liini-!  Eim^n'  almuci  rcumrjuiTly  deScrkil  nm\.  il 


wajiKiHiictiil  tfml  (^inkj4»wftT  ^H7n9elf««ivUoit4fontriv^i'iiUf' 
r^it  til  liiiM  thf  inTriniJi  y  m  whtrh  tv  nif  uhI,  jij- «  hich  mruw  iw 
wily  Pnrtfi'tiir  iiiailf  i'\|irTiirvfftlii  Ttt\  1mm»'Hly  iif  dotibtfUI  fiienolt. 


and  lii  I  aiiir  HI  II  arijiiointH  wirlj  ij^  pk»l4  f jI' idi^^tansd  ^uvcniiw. 
whirh  hi-  tluMjclit  it  iTtcirr'  lany  lih  di^i-Lhitn-cl  and  dtwi|)fii>inr  than 
t4f  iiuriiih  •M'Vrit;ly. 

\'\*n\  yU:  HtMi>riiti<iii  rifrtipr  rir^rltf^EifTc'  rfuiiinod  H*  iiimjr  of 
WumKti.rk.  will)  oil  •  <^iTti\  Eiri-F-'ir^r^r,  bikI  ra^i^ 'li*  r^kriniri 
Aiid  |-i)lirii-al  intridii  f  fiilrNiihy.    \\i-  i*ivi  inin  of  Thr  nii)»ti' 

tiiriit  imnibi'rH  ot'  tti       ■>,n\  Hr^riity .  nnd  ^mi*  ihi-  t^'rynu  thrir<tirh 

wlmm  ClLirltm  niniiiv llmi  ji-nrpiil  budy  i^jliPtun  Kjf  Mrir  f-^m 

oiiii  |inil>l*>ni.  "Why.  if  hvi'^mlJ  ■  tijliij  hhriitu)  cif  MaU"r.  aiwi  ti 
lannf  h\i>  \a\i  [•liiiitriNr  irtlci  rh^  ^n^rt,  nn^i  rthvli-M  \\  x^un  nml 
orr-rfliiw  th»?  lilrlkT.' ■  Ih^rtin  K^irhn-littir't  i-a.T^"ilii'ii  "f  l'"* 
phRiH>nien<m  wa»  iIh-  ttjiiuii  irn^niriii'  mid  iiKirnriiVu  tifil^air  rltai 
werp  pivi'n  in  ;  and  if  i^  tf^jimw  Th<'  YkK^at  jiiuiA  tAvi<  w>m\^  \\iic 
huiiour  of  Um*  diiy,  Knt  |3»r  Thf*  ^Jpitinary  of  a  iilnin.  duli,  cn^unlJT 
(•■nik-inau.  wlwi  ii:i<i<.ri'd  lli:tr  Ihi'  i-^t?i'ntii4<rit  Jih<i*i1d  U'.  ii^  i^*c 
fifRt  plh'^!.  pnlilirly  trWil.  Wli-^n  l^ij<  hiw  dum^^fbi:  fin-nt  ^JHmif^ 
it  woiilii  liaw  lM«<-n  ni^l^iPf  raih  If*  l«vf  nd'niii'd  tht  fjirtji  e.irlu- 
nvHy  on  th<'  mval  Hnllnrrily ;  m  liu'  l]»Ji-  iNtwi-vtr  furriitult  in- 
■nrli^  into  hi*  nativ  idi-mini,  i<|']a»hL>d.  ihi"  watLT  ovt-r  rL#  haJI, 
and  drsiroycd  lhi>rniilili>rii>ur  iiif^-niautf  ifiiM)ivtd,bf?fiitMmLarp\' 
Turkry  rnn^'t 

DrK-ior  Itoilx-Hiffi'.  if  vftrnTd  «(-rni.4li<-dal4iiii  iit^a.  kavtnpr many 
paiicrw  iM'hiiii]  him  of  laiioiiK  Jtiruti,  mul,  hIkki'  nil,  mnrij  va'ualhk 
ani'-ili't'ii  iif*ii-nt  lii-Torv.  fntm  vlii^'h  thr'  HiilFowiiiF  Minwin 
haiT  l,4'i  n  i"\Trar»#-d,  ejh  ^Jmlt  \tc  ttiipud  tu  lay  unly  ■  i^'Vi  vnM* 
by  wny  of  ilhi>it--ntioM. 

Tlirt  Pxi-fi-t'i'f  <if  it*]Biira<ffd>  l.ialiyrillth.  mrrittiilK^I  Rt  ihplH' 
psFCji.  i-i  nttc^iti^l  |»y  llrrkyTon  iti  ll*  n-ti!ii  of  Qik^ii  VTm\\  elh. 

Kr««niiii:d'n  Ijih>-rirplli.  whiH-  nfinff,  Ifjfn  Ejir't  vijth  InjF  Wiff 
Wiic  i'"viil  with  ^jiiM.  ^!.  iri.<  in  shi-  Imiti'.rTi  aud  dI^i^  h^r  Tcvh  i , 
frrrni  whifh  thf  Ltin>ifi<li  I'id  x^m.  tj^-  yri  rf^rrMiniiir.  h*irff  viL*<l' 
arrttnd  ami  walliHl  w  if fi  -tiKii*^  aftd  linrk.  n/m4j^[  Ti>i-tirirnb]y  w*.!"?' ! 
within  Olio  anotlKff,  hy  whirh,  if  nt  nny  timv  Km-  hjdfHr^  ifif-i*  buJ 
alynit  ly  thn  UiHKin.  yU'  mm\i  iwily  aviid  pnnt  m^niuMnt,  and,^ 
if  nee-i  tic,  by  iirrn<l  JK^tim  tak^  the  air  dljamd,  tntny  fiokHiff 
almnt  W(HHl»tock  in  Oxliinltlun;.'^* 

*  It  K  hMnlly  iirv.«iaiar)r  Id  **r^  luitan  I0  ■ontf  rru^Hniarifff^  Uu-ril  ckf 
pacity,  tliat  Uocior  Ugctmhi^  u>d  bu  BaauUccripu  upt  Ahkt  m^oBij. 


It  in  highly  pmhaHe.  that  a  MOfuIar  pfc<g  nf  r-han! 
w^urh  u.i»  «-ir»aifi:y  |ilay«<d  i»<l  uj^m  tfn*  CiniJXiii^Hiin-.-.  ..li"  ihv 
Iioiiif  I'arjianii-nt.  uiii>  wifi'  m-IiI  ao«ii  to  diS'&fk  ar:J  o-»r,-<7 
Wi^yl^t'yk  ari«-r  it^*  ikaLh  of  riairle«  1 .  y^-u* *\*mlutit'\  L-;-  ir.i-%rj 
of  !»■.•  -(-rut  |ia.«>in->i  ;ind  n-c«*»»ii  in  tih-  aiich  dt  La:<»-nnia  i4 
K'i*j<ii'riil.  riMiti^uiiicbfcucct:W(nfMunarctfc*liaiJtK«u-d  a  Hon:- 
iiic  »'tit  o;  L  'j;;!-. 

'I  h  Tr-  IS  a  r  ino'ii  arrouni  of  the  dtrtuTi«nr**  av^n  in  tbca* 

Ho ir.%\Atf  Cotpnii.-t^Hiiic-ni,  iiiiitrtc^l  h>  Ooriur  Plot,  l'i  hit  ^tn■ 

nd  Hi-'iir>  o|  1  •\]iiri!>.tav.  But  an  1  havi-  n«it  ilx>  bt*A  at  Iwr4l.l 
ran  oiii)  allihli-  i.i  itie  work  ut'  Ihf  rt\i\tnilr^  bi«n\i2ie  «rvi 
W|tr|».-ii  who  ii:i*  rxinirtitl  it  a-«  an  huhtjr  arrnirirf-d  rarraTiv..  ul 
Ki;«  n*aiiiral  d«.<-alifiL'i».  Tin-  lii-«in  of  tlv-  Oininii!i»k4'.t'r>.  ami  \\»m 
ttTsiiuU  wi-n-  h'i!>ti  d  up  till  thi  y  wen-  alim»t  in^v rifil.  aad  ika 
|t-r  doH  n  af  lin  mi  liiiiUli-iily .  a<>  T.i  nw-nan-  th«in  « ith  bndc-n  hwa. 
riiii<>iHl  ^jkI  iiomtdr  \nA^v*  iib'tu't^-d  iho*e  MirnU-.-i< lUs  kim:pa- 
ti-^  \«ilh  royal  pruiiTl)  Thr  dt-«-il.  on  ont>  uifu^iun.  I^^iudl 
tht-Mi  H  wnmJii'ian:  on  ai.-<ithi'i.  i«-lii>d  ib»m  with  ^octt  aad 
h>«Mi<'  l-iitiH.  'nil.,  «if  wati-r  w«iv  *>ni|<ii«<)on  ibtui  in  thtir^nti 
arid  HI  iraii>  ottur  iirurk^  of  ihi-  MinM>  natnn*  i-layk^I  at  Uk«  n- 
■"■iioi-  timt  Ih^y  Uoki-  up  lioiiMkit  1  inir.  and  Itrii  ilieif  iniv-nM 
■•|N»ltiifiiii»  only  h'dr  runi|>irt«d  'I'h^*  food  M-n-v  of  D^icttir  hot 
MHtwriitl.  that  iiiiiM.>  lentu  wi-n>  wnnirht  h)  rcn9t|4-a''y  aiid  i^o- 
Mi-ralHin.  whirh  <itau\illi>  tA'ciMP^  riMk'anain*  I0  rvhiti-  with  ail 
hit  niiclit :  for  it  runld  lu^arrt-  Im*  i'\|ifrltd,  that  ht*  wbo  li>lk:r»«lB 
Ml  ronvfiik-ni  a  KniiHiiMi  a»  that  of  mifit  mati'ral  ari'r^y.  would 
ritiiM-iit  tit  n>!iiiipii»h  tlie  K'n'tt-t*  %ji  a  kty.  which  wiU  answer  aaf 
lo<-k.  hitw-«\cr  nitnr.itr. 

\i-%i-rthi'li-«s.  It  wa*  aftprwanbi  diAcnvervd.  Ihaf  Dr.  Pint  wit 
|i«-rti'rtiy  neht ;  and  that  thi>  «jiiiy  denHin  who  wniurht  ail  ibnt 
uiarviln.  wax  a  di>ruii>i-d  fti>alMt— a  Mk^w called  Tnwiy  Jiw.  i« 
>ofnv  jiurh  nanir.  Iiim<«»rly  in  ilk-tfinti-fitf  iIh;  Kt^rim-rr-f*  tin  Park, 
but  wlio  i-ni.'an'd  in  tli^t  ot'tho  r«itnniiii«if)niTii.  on  r«~*»*«  to«db- 
j<-ri  thi'iii  to  \ii9  (ii-nK.-cuiion.  1  think  I  have  »i«^-n  MUin:  art>Mrtaf 
tin-  n-al  itatc  m  tla-  tranfariii-rfi.  and  of  tta*  inurliimn-  h}  wMcfc 
the  wixani  workf^l  \»  woiaitm;  Uii  whetbiT  m  a  iMKik.  (V  a 
{•aniphU-t.  I  am  uiirt-riam.  I  n-nifmU-r  oiio  iianan^  i-articaltjif. 
to  t hix  \AXT\ UN*  TIm-  O niiniiivionvni  hat  inr  aim<«l  to  rvtxin  *■» 
artirk  4  oiii  of  th<>  iKdibr  arriHint.  in  onk-r  Ui  he  diviilt^  aanv 
thtm^flicK.  had  <iitf^'d  into  an  indenture  fi»r  axr* rlaininc  tbor 
^Kirt-  in  thi'  |M  ndiiiiun.  wliirh  th*>y  hid  in  a  Uiw-f^it  Ajr  «*ruriij. 
Now.  wh>>n  an  ai^-nihly  uf  di\iiHi«.  aidiii  by  th?  inii^t  *tnct  m- 

(riMin  rlutmriprK  in  tht*  nHurlibourhrHMl  of  WundMork,  wt-rv  htmtm- 
lied  tor(jiijun*ilown  ilM'SupioHtldt-nion.  TniKiy  Joe*  had  ruitrmd 
a  firework,  which  lie  li<l  off  in  thi>  mHbl  of  the  cAnrriMn.  liri 
whirh  dititn>>rd  tlii-  Uiw-iot ;  and.  to  tla*  fhauM*  ami  mnAM»«iof 
tlip  (NtniiniMionoti.  thn-w  thnr  pi>cn<t  indftnturv  into  tbr-  miilfCof 
llw  a.<tiii>miik-d  rhiMt-HrcrB.  w  bo  Uit-aine  tbu*  acquaioicd  with  tk* 
■ccret  »rlM-nii'ii  of  |vr  11  latum. 

It  V,  howi'viT.  to  little  pnrpnir  (or  me  to  atrain  mjmpinov 
aUiut  anrit-nt  and  imiirrfert  rr«ollcrliunii  concominr  t>iO  iianini* 
laty  of  tliHM.'  fiititastir  dii<tiirhanr<i(  ai  WuudaittHrk,  Miicr  Doctor 
Uochfrliflr'M  iNtivre  rivr  nurh  a  miirh  more  accivale  nanaiin 
ilian  coukl  U'  olitaitiMl  Irnni  any  account  in  «>xiiitonc«  Ik^Ajtv  tlm 
pnbliration.  Indrtil.  I  mirht  han-  aonv  nnich  morv  fully  inlotliii 
imrt  of  my  milct.Tt.  fiir  tin*  iiialrriHH  arp  nmi>le  ;— Iml,  hi  tclj  ibt 
rrauor  a  ^tHTi't.  fiiin«  friendly  critic*  wea-  of  (Htiriuii  they  nada 
the  utory  haiur  un  hand  ;  and  thus  1  waa  jvevaiW  oil  tuteBOt 


'1  IH-  iTrirmtitTi 


'  t  than  I  mi^it  trflierwiiie  haxe  Uhii. 


der.  |<«'rha|«,  i«  br  than  tiiueacciMnr  wM 
kn-rimi  ijk>  iun  innn  him  with  a  candle.  Wor«  the  •iiiuhai*-!* 
bnpiii.lirfHi'vipr,  iL^  It  in  likfty  to  jinn-e ;  and  t)»-  flamliettu,  or  btk, 
a  riu»>h  of  litiM  ju  amnky.  my  iriond  mii»t  n-maio  in  the  iniiFfiar 
aun<nt|)heii^  a  minyiE^  kmyer.  while  1  diM-laim  t)«  idea  oTiw^lunf 
on  ari^dthcr'f  manar  Hn wks.weiair  in  Scotland,  our ht  not  to Mr% 
onthawki'  ryn.ijr  riniM] ion  each oliicr'«(|iiarTT  ;  and,  tbfrnlbir.if 
Ihadtnuwn  'bat.  »i]  judatramliiiirharaetirri,  tlu«taIewa#Nirtrto 
intrrffn-  wirb  rlt^i  r^.r^ntly  iiubliAh(!d  bya  diritineuKbed  eontiwix^ 
TKTy.  I  dthitiilJ  tirHirnr^iifinably  have  left  iXx-tor  KuchccUf^Sr  aiam- 
■rnpt  in  |w  net-  W*  1  \f '  preHcnt  Hranm.  Bin  be&in>  I  wu  aw  ai«  i/tkii 
cJreunutatKT,  thi^  Crttli^  lNx>k  waa  half  tlmmrli  ibv  mm ;  and  I 
had  im^f  the  atumame  of  avoiding  any  intentional  onitatiMi.  br 


rte^ftTiTtp  n  r^nwtl  -i^'the  contenipumry  work  in  oieatioa    

-j^-^L.,*-,!  -,  j]f  ;.  r  '\^.f^  jnwt  be,  when  workanfa  siniifair  ch«- 
'  I  the  aainc  ffeneral  vyatem  of  haitoncal  aaij; 

nrrn.  anil  the  Name  historiital  i>enonaeeM  are  introdacML  Of 
counw,  if  Nich  havit  oiM*.iimd,  I  ultall  bi>  |4obablr  the  Mifinrr.  M 
my  inf»nlionM  liave  betm  at  teajit  ninocent.  ainre  I  look  uaitw 
one  of  tho  advaiitiifra  attendiiifr  the  coachMoa  of  WoQDSTOCf. 
that  the  finrnhinc  of  my  own  taak  will  rermil  lue  to  haw  tlrfk* 
>ure  of  readina  Rramblattb  Hou«b.  from  which  1  have  laiHA 
comciantiouiily  abatained 

1  DfATUHi'a  EnKlaiKt«t  Htrsleal  ^UU«,  Nela  A,  oa  iha  WtHh  ■* 
mnoad  (o  Kiof  Utary. 


WOODSTOCK. 


CHAPTER  I. 

Ssme  were  for  fo«peI  miniitere. 
And  loinc  fo*  red  coat  ncculara, 
A«  men  most  fit  t'  hold  forth  tiie  won!, 
And  wield  the  one  and  UV  other  iword. 

Butle&'m  HudQras, 

There  ia  a  handsome  parish  church  in  the  town  of 
Woodstock,— I  am  told  so,  at  least,  for  I  never  saw 
it,  having  scarce  time,  when  at  the  place,  to  view  the 
magnificence  of  Blenheim,  its  painted  halls,  and  ta- 
pestried bowers,  and  then  return  in  due  season  to  dine 

in  hall  with  my  leamt-d  friend,  the  provost  of ; 

being  one  of  those  occasions  on  which  a  man  wrongs 
himself  extremelv,  if  he  lets  his  curiosity  interfi're 
m-iih  his  punctuality.  I  had  the  church  accurately 
described  to  me,  with  a  view  to  this  work ;  but,  as  I 
have  some  reason  to  doubt  whether  my  informant 
had  ever  seen  the  inside  of  it  himself,  I  snail  be  con- 
tent to  say  that  it  ia  now  a  handsome  edifice,  most 
part  of  which  was  rebuilt  forty  or  fifty  years  since, 
although  it  still  contains  some  arches  of  the  old 
chantry,  founded,  it  is  said,  bv  King  John.  It  is  to 
this  more  ancient  part  of  the  building  that  my  story 
refers. 

On  a  morning  in  the  end  of  September,  or  begin- 
ning of  October,  in  the  year  1G52,  being  a  day  ap- 
pointed for  a  solemn  thanksgiving  for  the  decisive 
▼ictory  at  Worcester,  a  respectable  audience  was  as- 
•embled  in  the  old  chantry,  or  chapel  of  King  John. 
The  condition  of  the  church  and  character  of  the  au- 
dience both  bore  witness  to  the  rage  of  civil  war,  and 
the  peculiar  spirit  of  the  times.  The  nacred  edifice 
thowcd  many  marks  of  dilapidation.  The  windows, 
once  filled  with  stained  glass,  had  been  dashed  to 
pieces  with  pikes  and  muskets,  as  matters  of  and  pcr- 
tainins  to  idolatry.  The  carving  on  the  reading-desk 
was  damap-^d,  and  two  fair  screens  of  beautiful  sculp- 
tured oak  had  been  destroyed,  for  the  same  pithy  and 
conclusive  reason.  The  hi^h  altar  had  been  removed, 
and  the  gilded  railing,  which  was  once  around  it,  was 
broken  down  and  carried  ofT.  The  effigies  of  several 
tombs  wire  mutilated,  and  now  lay  scattered  about 
the  church, 

Tom  fh>m  their  destined  niche.-unworthf  meed 

Of  knictitl J  couniiel  or  lieroic  deed  I 

The  autumn  wind  piped  through  empty  aisles,  in 
which  the  remains  of  stakes  and  trevissi^s  of  rough- 
hewn  timber,  as  well  as  a  quantity  of  scattered  hay 
and  trampled  straw,  seemed  to  mtimate  that  the 
hallowed  precincts  had  been,  upon  some  late  emer- 
gency, made  the  quarters  of  a  troop  of  horse. 

The  audience,  like  the  building,  was  abated  in 
splendour.  None  of  the  ancient  and  habitual  wor- 
•nif^pers  during  peaceful  times,  were  now  to  be  seen 
in  their  carved  galleries,  with  hands  shadowing  their 
brow&  while  composing  their  minds  to  pray  where 
their  fathers  had  prayed,  and  after  the  same  mode  of 
worship.  The  eye  of  the  yeoman  and  peasant  sought 
in  vain  the  tall  form  of  old  Sir  Henry  Lee  of  Ditch- 
ley,  a&  wrapped  in  his  laced  cloak,  and  with  beard 
and  whiskers  duly  composed,  he  moved  slowly  through 
the  aisles,  followed  by  the  faithful  mastiff,  or  blood- 
hound, which  in  old  time  had  saved  his  master  by  his 
fidelity,  and  which  regularly  followed  him  to  church. 
Bevis,  indeed,  fell  under  the  proverb  which  avers, 
**  He  18  a  goojd  dog  which  goes  to  church ;"  for,  bat- 
ing an  occasional  temptation  to  warble  along  with 
the  accord,  he  behaved  himself  as  decorously  as  any 
of  the  congregation,  and  returned  as  much  edified, 
perhaps,  as  most  of  them.  The  damsels  of  Wood- 
stock looked  8B  vainly  for  the  lacod  cloaksi  jingling 


spurs,  slashed  boots,  and  tall  plumes,  of  the  ,  _ 
cavaliers  of  this  and  Mher  hich-bom  houses,  moving 
through  the  streets  and  the  churchyard  with  toe  care- 
less ease,  which  indicatvs  perhaps  rnther  an  over- 
weening degree  of  self-confidence,  yet  shows  gracrtol 
when  mingled  with  good-hi:nionr  and  courtesy.  Tm 
good  old  dames,  too,  in  their  white  hoods  and  black 
velvet  gowns— their  daughters,  ''the  cynosure  of 
neighbouring  eyes,"— where  were  they  ail  now,  wha 
when  they  entered  the  church^sed  lo  divide  men  s 
thoughts  between  them  and  Heaven?  "But  ah! 
Alice  Lee— so  sweet,  so  gentle,  so  condescending  in 
thy  loveliness— It hus  proceeds  a  contemporary  nnnal- 
ist,  whose  manuscript  we  have  deciphered]— why  i» 
my  story  to  turn  upon  thy  fallen  fortunes?  and  why 
not  rather  to  the  period  when,  in  the  very  dismount- 
ing fnmi  your  palfrey,  you  attracted  as  many  eyes  as 
if  an  angel  had  descended,— as  many  blessings  as  if 
the  benignant  being  had  come  frauphi  with  good 
tidings?  jN'o  creature  wert  thou  of  an  idle  romance's 
imagination— no  being  fantastically  bedizened  with 
inconsistent  perfections;— thy  merits  mndc  me  lovs 
thee  well— and  for  thy  faults— so  well  did  they  show 
amid  thy  good  Qualities,  that  I  think  they  made  ms 
love  thee  better."  .    ,   ,.  j  ,         . 

With  the  house  of  Lee  had  disappeared  from  tbs 
chantry  of  King  John  others  of  gentle  blood  and  ho- 
noured lineage,— Freemaniles,  Winklecombes,  Dry- 
colts,  Ac;  for  the  air  that  blew  over  the  towers  of 
Oxfoni  was  unfavourable  to  the  growth  of  Puritan- 
ism, which  was  more  general  in  the  neighbouring 
counties.  There  were  among  the  congregation,  how- 
ever, one  or  two  that,  by  their  habits  and  deiiieanour 
seemed  country  gentlemen  of  consideiTation,  and 
there  were  also  present  some  of  the  notables  of  tno 
town  of  Woodstock,  cutlers  or  glovers  chiefly,  whota 
skill  in  steel  or  leather  had  raistd  them  to  a  consort- 
able  livelihood.  These  dignitaries  wore  long  black 
cloaks,  phiited  close  at  the  neck,  and,  like  peaceml 
citizens,  carried  their  Bibles  and  memorandum-books 
at  their  girdles,  instead  of  knife  or  sword.*  This  re- 
s()ectabks  but  least  numerous  part  of  the  auinenc^ 
were  such  decent  persons  as  had  adopted  the  Presby- 
terian form  of  faiih,  renouncing  the  nturpy  and  hie- 
rarchy of  the  Church  of  England,  and  living  undor 
the  tuition  of  the  Rev.  Neheniiah  Holdenough,  much 
famed  for  the  length  and  strength  of  his  powers  of 
predication.  With  those  grave  siniors  sal  their  goodly 
dames  in  rufT  and  gorget,  like  the  portraits  which  in 
catalogues  of  paintings  are  designed  wife  of  a  bur- 
gomaster;"  and  their  pretty  daughters,  whose  study, 
like  that  of  Chaucer's  physician,  was  not  always  m 
the  Bible,  but  who  were,  on  the  contrary^  wheiia 
glance  could  escape  the  \igilanceof  their  nonourea 
mothers,  inattentive  themselves,  and  the  cause  of  in- 
attention in  others. 

Bui,  besides  these  dignified  persons,  there  were  in 
the  church  a  numerous  collection  of  the  lower  orrieff^ 
some  brought  thither  by  curiosity,  but  many  of  tnem 
unwashed  artificers,  oewildered  in  the  theologiai 
discussions  of  the  time,  and  of  as  manyvanous  sects 
as  there  are  colours  in  the  rainbow..  The  preemp- 
tion of  these  learned  Thebans  being  m  exact  prqpor- 
tion  to  their  ignorance,  the  last  was  total,  and  tbs 
first  boundless.  Their  behaviour  in  the  church  wss 
any  thing  but  reverential  or  edifying.  Most  of  inmn 
affected  a  cynical  contempt  for  all  that  was  only  MHl 
sacred  by  human  sanction— the  church  was  to  tbess 
men  but  a  steeple-house,  the  clergyman,  an  ordinary 
•  Thli  enttom  unonir  the  Pnrium  ii  mentioned  oAn  ia  sM 
pUjra,  and  amoof  others  in  the  Widow  of  Wstlinf  ttisft^ 
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p*^r8nn;  her  oMinanrrs.  dry  brnn  and  sinpks««  p<>i- 
tHA'.*  iiMfirfprJ  fur  ihe  spirirunli'zed  pnlju-'s  of  the 
saiiKH,  nmJ  th,?  |)rav«r,  nn  address  »•)  H.'nv«n,  i(.i 
whj«;h  .»arh  arc»Hjr.l  or  fiol,  aa  in  his  U>o  crilical 
jud^mcn'  he  CMireivcrl  fil. 

The  I  Idf^r  ariMriysr  ihnn  sat  or  lay  on  thnhrnchos, 
with  iheir  hi:^'h  st«**;»le-cro'.vti«*d  hats  pulled  over  th»'ir 
Bevfire  and  kriirtiil  br  >wp,  wartime  for  the  PrcKhyteririr. 
p.irdon.  a«4  inasiiflfl  nit  induinbexpeetation  of  the  hull 


"  Oivr  plarr,  ihoii  imn  of  Satan,"  saith  ihc  vr^tttt, 
waxifiij  wroth,  "  r.  «pi.rt  mine  ord»:i'— my  cloth." 

*•  I  mtj  no  iii.>rc  to  rspert  in  the  cut  of  thy  cloak, 
or  in  the  cloth  of  uhicli  it  is  fashioned/*  said  the 
otIuT,  '*  ihttii  iho'j  didftt  in  the  Bishop's  rochets— 
ihey  were  hlark  and  white,  thoa  art  blue  and 
brown.  Slvepi;iff  dogs  every  one  of  yon,  lying 
down,  lovin::  to  Miimber— shepherds  chat  starve  the 
Hock,  hut  will  nor  watch  it,  each  looking  to  his  own 


that  ifi  to  lie  hroiij^ht  to  the  »take.  The  younger  gain— hum.' 
mixtvl.  .oorue  of  them,  a  hoKler  licrnse  of  manners  t  Semes  of  this  indecent  kind  were  so  common  at 
with  their  hert'si.;«;  th'-y  t;azed  round  on  the  women,  the  tinu*.  that  no  one  thought  of  in terft-rin:;:  ihcoon- 
yavvnc*/.  cou;;he<ij  and  whisDcn-d,  eat  apples,  and  j  jzri'«alion  hnjked  on  in  sdence,  the  better  class  scan- 
cracked  nuts,  as  if  in  the  gallery  oif  a  theatre  ere  the    dalized,  and   the  lower  uniera,  some  laughing,  and 


piece  commences. 

licAikti  all  these,  the  congregation  contained  a  few 
soldiers,  Home  in  corel'.tH  .iiid  sti.'el  caps,  some  in  huff, 
and  others  in  red  coats.  These  men  of  war  had  their 
bandoleers,  with  ammunition,  slung  round  them,  and 
reste<l  on  their  pil.es  and  muskets.  They  too,  had 
their  {lei.'uliar  diMtirines  on  the  most  diffi«'uft  points  of 
leli;7ion,  and  united  the  extravagances  of  enthusiasm 
with  t'le  mom  determined  courage  and  resolution  in 
the  field.  Tht;  burghers  of  Woolstock  looked  on 
these  military  saints  with  no  small  degree  of  awe; 
for  th4)u^h  not  often  sullied  with  deeds  of  plunder  or 
cruelty,  they  had  the  power  of  l)olh  absolutely  in  their 
hands,  and  the  peaceful  citiziins  had  no  alternative, 
save  submission  to  whatever  the  ill-regulated  and  en- 
thusiastic imaginations  of  their  martial  guides  might 
Bugi^est. 

After  some  time  spent  in  waiting  for  him,  Mr. 
Holdenough  began  to  walk  up  the  aisles  of  the  cha- 
pel, not  with  the  slow  and  dignified  carriage  with 
which  the  old  Rector  whs  of  yore  wont  to  maintain 
the  di.^nity  of  the  surplice,  but  with  a  hasty  step,  like 
one  who  arrives  too  late  at  an  appointment,  and  bus- 
tles forwanl  to  make  the  best  use  of  his  time.  He 
was  H  tall  thin  man,  with  nn  adust  complexion,  and 
the  vivacity  of  his  eye  indicated  some  irascibility  of 
tempi THinent.  His  dress  was  brown,  not  black,  and 
over  his  other  vestments  he  wore,  in  honour  of  Cal- 
vin, a  Geneva  cloak  of  a  blue  colour,  which  fell  back- 
wards from  his  shoulders  as  he  poste<l  on  to  the  pulpit. 
His  griz'/ltil  hair  was  cut  as  short  as  shears  could 
perform  the  feat,  an<l  covered  with  a  black  silk  scull- 
cap,  whieh  stuck  so  close  to  his  head,  that  the  two 
ears  expanded  from  under  it  as  if  they  had  been  in- 
tended as  handles  by  which  to  lift  the  whole  person. 
Moreover,  the  worthy  divine  wore  spectncliis.  and  a 
long  griz/led  peaked  heard,  anil  he  carried  in  his 
hand  a  small  pocket-bible  with  silver  clasps.  Upon 
arriving  at  the  pulpit,  he  paused  a  moment  to  take 
breath,  then  began  to  ascend  the  steps  by  two  at  a 
time. 

But  his  course  was  arrested  by  a  strong  hand, 
which  seized  his  cloak.  It  was  that  of  one  who  had 
detached  himself  from  the  group  of  soldiery.  He  was 
a  stout  man  of  middle  stature,  with  a  ouick  eye,  and  a 
countenance,  which,  though  plain,  had  yet  an  expres- 
sion that  fixed  the  attention.  His  dress,  though  not 
strictiv  military,  pnrtook  of  that  character.  He  wore 
Itrge  hose  made  of  calvcfs-leather,  and  a  tuck,  as  it 
vas  then  called,  or  rapier,  of  tremendous  length,  ba- 
lanced on  the  other  side  by  a  dagger.  The  belt  was 
Aiorocco,  garnished  with  pistols. 

The  minister  thus  intercepted  in  his  duty,  faced 
round  upon  the  party  who  had  seized  him,  and  de- 
mandcKi,  in  no  gentle  tone,  the  meaning  of  the  inter- 
ruption. 

Friend,"  quoth  the  intruder,  "is  it  thy  purpose  to 
hold  forth  to  these  good  rn'ople  V 

"Ay,  marry  is  it,    said  the  clergyman,  "and  such 
is  my  biiunaen  duty.     Wo  to  me  if  I  pieach  not 
'the  irospel— Prithee,  friend,  let  me  not  in  my  la- 
bour"  

"Nay,"  said  the  man  of  warlike  mien,  "I  am  my- 
•elf  minded  to  hold  forth;  therefore,  do  thou  desist, 
or  if  thou  wilt  do  by  mine  advice,  remain  and  fructify 
with  those  {>oor  gislings,  lo  whom  I  am  presently 
about  to  shake  forth  the  crumbs  of  comfortable  doc- 
trine." 

*  See  a  ftorimia  vindication  of  Uiia  iodsotot  wuls  htts  for 
■m  Cowaoa  Piurtr.  ia  X^  page  13. 


others  hacking  the  soldier  or  ininisttr  as  their  jfancy 
dictated.  Mi-an  time  the  struggle  waxed  fiercer ;  Mr. 
Holtb'nough  clamoured  for  assistance. 

"Mrist«r  Mayor  of  Woodstock."  he  exclaimed, 
"  wilt  thou  bo  among  those  wicked  magistrates  who 
bear  the  swoni  in  vain  ?— C.-itixcns,  will  you  not  hdp 
your  pastor  ?— Worthy  Aldermen,  will  you  see  mt 
strangled  on  the  pulpit  stairs  by  this  man  of  biifTand 
BiMial  ?— But  io.  I  will  overcome  him,  and  cast  hii 
cords  from  me. 

As  Holdenough  spoke,  he  struggled  to  ascend  tbe 
pulpit  stairs,  holding  hard  on  the  banisters.  His 
tormenti'r  held  fast  by  the  skirts  of  the  cloak,  which 
went  nigh  to  the  choking  of  the  wearer,  until,  as  be 
sp9ke  the  wonls  last  mentioned,  in  a  half-siraag^ed 
voice.  Mr.  Holdenough  dexterously  slipped  thestnog 
which  tied  it  round  his  i>eck,  so  that  tbe  gnrmeot 
suddenly  gave  way ;  the  soldier  fell  backwards  down 
the  steps,  and  the  liberated  divine  skipped  into  the 
pulpit,  and  began  to  give  forth  a  psalm  of  triumph 
over  his  prostrate  adversary.  But  a  great  hubbub  in 
the  church  marnd  his  exultation,  and  nllhoughhe 
and  his  faithful  clerk  continued  to  sing  thehvmnof 
victory,  their  notes  were  only  heard  by  fits,  like  tbe 
whistle  of  a  curlew  during  a  gale  of  wind. 

The  cause  of  the  tumult  was  as  follows:— Tbe 
Mayor  was  a  zealous  PresbYtcrian,  and  witm^saed  the 
in'rusion  of  the  soldier  with  great  indignation  from 
the  very  beginning,  though  he  hesitated  to  interfere 
with  ari  armed  man  while  on  his  legs  and  capable o( 
resistance.  But  no  sooner  did  he  behold  the  cham- 
pion of  inde(K-ndency  sprawling  on  his  back,  with 
the  divine's  Geneva  cloak  fiuttenng  in  his  haixU 
than  the  magistrate  rushed  forward,  exclaiming  diet 
such  insolence  was  not  to  be  endured,  end  ordend 
his  constables  to  8(.nze  the  prostrate  champion,  pn>- 
claiming  in  the  magnanimity  of  wrath.  "I  will  coib- 
mit  cverv  red-coat  of  them  all— I  will  commit  him 
were  he  Noll  Cromwell  himself!" 

The  worthy  Mayor's  indignatioii  had  overmastered 
his  reasoii  when  he  made  this  mistimed  vaunt;  for 
three  soldiers,  who  had  hitherto  stood  motionless  like 
statues,  miide  each  a  stride  in  advance,  which  plsoed 
them  betwixt  ^he  municipal  odicers  and  the  aoklier, 
who  was  in  the  act  of  rising ;  then  making  at  once 
the  movement  of  resting  arms  according  to  tbe 
manual  as  then  practised^  their  mtisket-buis  rang  on 
tbe  church  pavement,  within  an  inch  of  the  gouty 
toes  of  Master  Mayor.  The  energetic  magistral^ 
whose  efforts  in  favour  of  order  were  thus  checked, 
cast  one  glance  on  his  supporters,  but  that  was 
enough  to  show  him  that  force  was  not  on  his  side. 
All  had  shrunk  back  on  hearing  that  ominoua  clatter 
of  stone  and  iron.  He  was  obliged  to  descend  to 
expostulation. 

What  do  you  mean,  my  rnastcrsT'  he  said :  ^'is 
it  like  a  decent  and  God-fearing  soldiery,  who  oare 
wrought  such  things  for  the  land  as  have  never  before 
been  heard  of^  to  brawl  and  riot  in  the  church,  or  to 
aid,  abet,  and  comfort  a  profane  fislbw,  who  hath, 
upon  a  solemn  thanksgiving,  excluded  the  minister 
from  his  own  pulpit  1" 

"We  have  naught  to  do  with  thy  church,  as  tboB 
call'st  it,"  said  he  who,  by  a  small  feather  in  front  of 
his  morion,  appeared  to  be  the  corporal  of  the  party; 
— "  wo  see  not  why  men  of  gifts  should  not  lie  lieani 
within  these  citadels  of  superstition,  as  well  as  the 
voice  of  the  men  of  crape  of  old,  sjid  the  men  ci 
cloak  now.  Wherefore,  we  will  pluck  yon  Jadt  Free- 
byter  out  of  his  wooden  aentine[-box«  and  our  omi 
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m-atchrr.nn  ?hall  ttUpvc  the  ptiard,  and  moant  thereon, 
and  cry  aloud  and  span*  not." 

"  Nay,  gt-n  fit-men."  8iiid  the  Mayor,  "if  purh  bp  your 
puryHist,  w»'  have  not  the  mrnna  to  with^innd  you, 
btinjs,  ns*  you  «oe,  pfaceful  nndquiit  men— But  let  me 
fir^i  <>[K:aK  with  this  worthy  niinisier,  IVeheniinh 
HoltK-noiigh.  lo  por«un(le  him  to  yield  up  his  place  for 
the  rime  without  farthir  srandal." 

The  pt-aci-making   Mayor   then    interrupted   the 

Kiaverin.*^  of  Holdrnou^h  and  the  clerk,  and  prayed 
>!h  to  reiin.',  else  there  would,  he  said,  be  certainly 
ainfe. 

"Strife!"  replied  ihePrepbytrrian  divine,  with  scorn; 
"no  fear  of  strife,  amonj;  men  that  dare  not  testify 
B^iii.Mt  this  Of>en  profanation  of  the  chuic.h,  and 
daring  dipplay  of  hereby.  Would  your  neighbours  of 
Banbury  have  brooked  such  an  insult?" 

"  Conic,  come,  Master  Holdenough,"  said  the  May- 
or, "  put  us  not  to  mutiny  and  cry  Clubs.  I  tell  you 
once  more,  we  are  not  mtn  of  war  or  blood." 

•*  rVot  mon.'  than  may  be  drawn  by  the  point  of  a 
Berdle,"  said  the  preacher,  scornfully.— "  Ye  tailors 
of  Woodstock !— for  what  is  a  glover  but  a  tailor  work- 
ing on  kid-skin  ?— I  forsake  you,  in  scorn  of  your  faint 
heiarts  and  feeble  hands,  and  will  seek  nie  elsewhere 
a  flo«k  which  will  not  ny  from  their  shepherd  at  the 
braying  of  the  first  wild  ass  which  cometh  from  out 
the  RH  at  desert." 

So  saying!,  the  apcrieved  divine  departed  from  his 
pnlpif.  and  shaking  the  dust  from  his  shoes,  left  the 
rtnirtn  as  hastily  as  he  had  enered  it,  though  with  a 
different  reaso'i  for  his  speed.  The  citizens  saw  his 
rt treat  with  S4ifrow,  and  not  without  a  compunctious 
feelincr,  as  if  conscious  that  they  wltc  not  playiiic  the 
most  courageous  part  in  the  world.  The  Mavor  liim- 
velf  and  S(  vt-ral  others  left  the  church,  to  follow  and 

peas*"  him. 

rhe  Independent  oniTf»r,  late  prostrate,  was  now 
triiMiipliant,  and  inducting  himself  into  the  pulpit 
%-ithotit  furtlier  ceremony,  ne  pulled  a  Bible  from  his 
pockt^r,  and  seltfCfL»c*  his  text  from  the  forty-fifth  psalm, 
— "(tird  fhv  sword  upon  thy  thigh,  O  most  mighty, 
with  thy  glory  and  thy  mairsty:  and  in  thy  majesty 
nde  pn»»peroUi»ly."— Upon  this  tlume  he  commenced 
one  of  those  wild  declamations  common  at  the  period, 
in  which  men  wf.re  accustomed  to  wrest  and  i»ervcrt 
the  languajreof  Scripfuni;,  by  adapting  it  to  modern 
events.*  1'he  langunyo  which,  in  its  literal  sense, 
was  applied  to  Kin^  David,  and  typically  referral  to 
the  coining  of  the  Messiah,  was,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
military  orator,  mnpt  properly  to  be  intirpreted  of 
Oliver  L'romwi  11,  the  xiciorioiis  general  of  the  infant 
Commonwealth,  which  was  never  dtrstincd  to  come 
of  agf.  "  f  iird  on  thy  swoiti !"  j-x<lainn  d  the  i)rea(h- 
er  eiiiphatirally;  "and  was  not  that  a  pretty  bit  of 
Blft'l  jis  ev(!r  dangled  from  a  corslet,  or  rung  again.^t 
a  s'ei  I  saMK- 7  Ay,  ye  prick  up  your  ears  now,  ye 
cutlers  of  Woodsinrk.  as  if  ye  bhniild  know  some- 
thing of  a  good  fox  l)ron(!swor(i  •  -Did  you  forgf  it, 
I  trow  .'—was  the  stei  I  fiiicnched  with  water  irom 
Ro.-arnimd's  well,  or  the  blade  bli  >Fi-d  by  ihe  old 
ciickoliiy  prif  St  of  (Jodstowf  You  woulo  have  us 
think,  I  \Mirrjint  \w\  ih.nt  you  wrnughi  it  nnd  w-clded 
it,  griridt^l  and  polished  itj  and  all  the  while  it  never 

•  Tindiration  of  tlip  Bi)ok  of  rommnn  Prayrr,  ifttinHt  rhe  pon- 
tumviiciiii  rlfliiflfTM  uf  iIm'  F'lnalic  Pariy  i«Miiiinz  il  Pi>rri(itft>.— 
Tiir  iiutiKir  ofitiiK  Miieu'ar  iciit  ian>  Itnr-t  iiululftcji  in  Uie  tile- 
fiiri'^nl  Htyic.  i:ll  In:  in:rlj-  liuiiN  iNiHii  the  .illfjcory. 

"  Bill  tin  fnr  whnt  yuu  ml!  pnrridri',  uliit  halclK^d  the  nnmc 
Ikiii>w  nni.  (i-it)ii>r  i»  If  uorili  ilie  in«iuirii)«  aftrr,  for  i  hold 
porrituftf  iroiiil  fi>i.d.  It  if  tu'llt-r  to  a  t«irk  iiuin  ihnn  meat,  fur 
I  nrrk  imii  •'  ill  .MiimiT  rut  pottacc  thnu  rncut.  Pwtta^<>  \%i!l 
diin  -t  N^iHi  nun  mIumi  inmt  wiM  nut ;  piitinci^  will  n<>iin«li  the 
bitiotl.  fill  tlio  xMiii<.  riiii  into  vvory  part  (»f  a  man,  nmku  hini 
tkumf-r  :  ko  Mill  thrte  |Ti;y<<rK  do.  «■!  our  mhiI  and  liody  in  a 
lu-a'.  uariii  our  dc\oti<iii.  work  fi-r%eiiry  in  um,  lift  up  our  woul 
lo  fii>d.  For  llirri-  Im-  IiitI'K  of  (iodV  omii  piantiiif;  il)  our  pot- 
!aL">.  0%  ynii  call  it— ihc  Ttn  I'oniinandnifntii.  dniiity  Ii.-iIih  to 
M.-inirfi  .'>ny  |K'itari>  in  Ihi'  word  :  \Uotv  m  tht>  LoriV«  Prayer, 
iimI  ihnt  il  i*  a  moitl  riWti'l  iKithcrhranrntt  bo  dniicd :  tln-i) 
:1m  rp  u  alMi  lemurs  hi-rh4,  liih  |ia)i>rii  und  p»'a!inii.  hrl|H  to 
iiiiLi  niir  iMiiiiiL'o  rflipli  well :  thr  |>iiiiin  of  th<-  MmnmmI  Virc^n.  . 
I  ^iimI  pot-licrb.  Tiicih'h  tliry  tii\  aii  tutnu:  iHmi  llit'lii.  ci^k- 
•rmirrJ  I'n'tati'.  )ct  thr)  an*  :■«  hwih-I,  ao  piod,  hji  dainty,  and 
iii  frir(i..i'>  iiiv>  Mi-nni  tin- lirxi.  'llifhun  haih  n-i  inadv  Ihi-m 
Kiur  v«irh  lU  linti.  in-iilif-r  Imlh  tiic  rold  v^iili-r  takiMi  :iMiiy 
:li»-|r  I  iii'iir  Hii«!  >lri-j::.'rii  ('•iii-|ifiif  thrift  w  I'll  ihi*  M-ri]ituh--. 
uul  w  if  tliey  Imj  nut  lu  Hull  iit«>uued  auJ  cruiubod.    If  jr.iu  1 


came  on  a  Woodstock  stithy !  You  were  all  too  busr 
inak/ng  whittles  lor  the  lazy  crape-men  of  Oxlord 
bouncing  pritsts,  whose  cyts  were  so  closed  up  with 
fnt,  that  they  coiild  not  M>e  Destiuction  ti!l  she  had 
them  by  the  throat.  Rut  1  can  tell  you  where  the 
sword  was  forged,  and  tampered,  and  wtlded,  and 
erinded,  and  polished.  Whon  yon  were,  as  I  t«aid 
liefore,  making  whittles  for  false  pntsts,  and  daggers 
for  dissolute  G— d  d— n-ine  eji\amrs,  to  cut  tlie  i»eo- 
pie  of  England's  throats  with— it  was  forged  at 
Long  Mj.rston  Moor,  where  blo\is  went  faster  than 
ever  rung  hammer  on  anvil— and  it  was  tempered  at 
Naseby,  in  the  best  blotnl  of  the  cavalier.*— and  it  was 
welded  in  Inland  against  the  walls  of  Droghed.i— 
and  it  was  grindtd  on  Seotiish  lives  at  Dunbar— and 
now  of  late  it  was  fiolished  in  Worcester,  till  it  shines 
as  bripht  as  the  sun  in  the  middle  heaven,  and  there 
is  no  light  in  England  that  shall  come  nign  unto  it." 

Here  the  military  pan  of  the  congregation  raised  a 
hum  of  approbation,  which  being  a  sound  like  tne 
"hear,  hear,"  of  the  British  House  of  Gomr  .ons.  was 
calculated  to  heighten  the  enthusiasm  of  I  he  orator, 
by  intimating  the  sympathy  of  the  audience.  "  And 
then,"  resumed  the  preacher,  rising  in  ent  rgy  as  ha 
found  that  his  audience  partook  m  these  feelings, 
"what  sayeth  the  texi?— Ride  on  prosperously— do 
not  stop— do  not  call  a  halt— do  not  quii  the  saddle — 
pursue  the  scattered  fliers— Found  the  truinrt't—  not  a 
levant  or  a  flourish,  but  a  iK)int  of  war— sound,  boot 
and  saddle— to  horse  and  away— a  charge!— lollow 
after  the  young  Man!— what  part  have  we  in  himi 
—  Slay,  taRc,  destroy,  divide  the  spoil!  Blesstd  art 
thou,  Oliver,  on  accotmt  of  thine  honour— thy  cause 
is  clear,  thy  call  is  undoubtc-d- never  has  dt  feat  come 
near  thy  leading  staffj  nor  disaster  attended  thy  ban- 
nir.  Ride  on,  flower  of  England's  soldiers !  ride  on, 
chosen  leader  of  God's  champions!  gird  up  the  loins 
of  thy  resolution,  and  be  steadfast  to  the  mark  of  ihy 
high  calling!" 

Anoiber  deep  and  stern  hum,  ecliocd  by  the  an- 
cient cmbow'd  arches  of  the  old  chantry,  gave  him 
an  opiwrtunity  of  an  instant's  repose ;  when  the 
people  of  Woodstock  heard  him,  and  not  without 
anxiety,  turn  the  stream  of  his  oraiory  into  another 
channel. 

"  But  wherefore,  ye  people  of  Woodstock^  do  I 
say  these  things  to  you,  \%ho  claim  no  portion  in 
our  David,  no  mtirest  in  England's  son  of  Jesse  .' — 
You,  who  were  fighting  as  well  as  your  might  could 
(rind  it  was  not  very  formidable)  for  the  late  Man, 
under  that  old  blooil-thirsty  papist  Sir  Jacob  Aston 
—are  you  not  now  plotting,  or  ready  to  plot,  for  the 
n>sioring,  as  ye  call  it,  of  the  young  Man,  the  unclean 
son  of  the  slaughtered  tyrant— the  fugitive  after 
whom  the  true  heartsof  Enifland  arc  now  followinff. 
that  th»y  may  take  and  slay  him?— 'Why  shoiild 
your  rider  turn  h's  bridle  our  way  ?*  say  you  in  your 
hearts ;  '  we  will  none  of  him ;  if  we  may  help  our- 
selves,  we  will  rathtr  turn  us  to  wallow  in  the  inireof 
monarchy,  wiih  ihesow  that  was  washwl  but  newly.* 
(.'onie,  nun  of  Woixistock,  I  will  ask,  and  do  you 
answer  me.  Hunger  ye  still  after  the  flesh-pots  of  the 
monks  of  Oodstow?  and  ye  will  say.  Nay;— but 
wherefore,  except  that  thepots are  cracked  and  broken, 

find  any  thinr  in  Ihfm  that  in  either  too  aalt,  too  frp«h,  or  *no 
hiltur,  that  livrb  nhall  ba  takun  out  and  Nittvr  |Hit  in,  if  it  ran 
bf  frol,  or  none.  And  an  in  kilchon  |Mitra(.f  ttivrc  aru  manf 
irood  liRibii,  po  ihrm  in  likfwii><-  in  rhi«  vhurrh  loiiat'e,  as  yov 
c.ill  it.  For  fimt,  thfn>  i«  in  kilrhi>n  |M)itafe  fixid  water  to 
niakti  tlirni :  m>.  on  Um>  contrary,  in  thp  oilier  pottafe  tlwre  m 
the  wall- r  of  lirn.  u.  Then*  m  hall  to  «onKon  tlicm  .  ho  in  tlis 
utiKT  is  a  iirayt'r  of  (iiirc  to  iwaMin  their  hearln.  3.  Ttinrft  it 
oBinx'al  to  i)<>iiri»h  th»>  lM)dy,  in  thf>  nlticr  i«  the  bread  of  lift. 
4.  Thi>n>  in  Ihynif  in  them  to  rclinh  Ihfm,  and  it  ii  \ery  whole* 
Mimi'-in  (liKoihor  ii  thu  Mholi>«onie  exhortation  not  to  liarden 
iKirhiart  while  it  iri  called  today.  Thin  rclihheth  well.  5. 
'1  hen*  IM  c  I'inall  onion  to  pue  it  a  la«ic--in  the  other  in  a  tfood 
lierh.  railed  Lord  have  merry  on  un  Tlie^'P,  and  many  oilier 
hi.ly  herhH  an*  rnniaiiied  in  it,  all  boilinr  in  tlu>  heart  of  man, 
will  niHke  a't  ^mkI  potnife  a*  Ihe  wi  rid  ran  iitford,  e»|N!r.ially 
if  }ou  iiM-  iheM*  herhs  lor  iiiri'''iion.-lhe  herb  re|irntanc**,  the 
lifih  rriice,  the  hr  ih  fhith.  the  hfrtt  love,  lh«  herli  lioi-e,  'lit 
herb  koimI  Morkn.  iIm  herb  feelin?,  the  Ii*tIi  real,  tlie  liarb  for* 
ti-ney,  ihe  herb  ardi  nry,  tlie  l.frb  eonntanry.  wi,n  many  mors 
u(  tli:«  lininn*.  nioiil  e\oel!eni  fur  di(n>*lion  " 

(if:f  f  j'liH  *aili  In  tin-  manni-r  the  Ifainod  divin«  luint*  hlS 
nn-iai  hiir  at  a  wry  cold  ncint,  Uiruu<ii  a  iMonphlet  of  Ul 
mortal  guarto  iNicua. 
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WOODSTOCK. 


[Crap.  II 


hi 


anfl  iho  firn  is  pxtin5ui<*he'l  whcrpwith  thy  oven  uaetl 
to  boil  ?  Aiitl  a^in,  I  ask,  drink  y»?  still  nf  thn  wr>ll 
of  the  f()iTiiration«»  of  the  fair  Rosamond  7— yc  wll 
eav,  .Vay  ;  -hut  when?for«7"— 

Hen?  the  orator,  ore  he  could  answer  the  (question  in 
his  own  way,  was  surpriwid  hy  the  followini?  reply, 
Tery  pithily  pronounced  hy  one  of  the  congregation  : 
— "  Because  you  and  the  like  of  you,  have  left  us  no 
brandy  to  mix  with  it." 

All  eyes  turned  fo  the  audacious  speaker,  who  stood 
beside  one  of  the  thick  sturdy  Saxon  pillars,  which 
he  himself  Momowhat  resemhltHl,  Immux  stiort  of  sta- 
ture, hut  venr  strongly  made,  a  squat  broad  Little 
John  sort  or  fif?ure,  leaning  on  a  quarterstafll  and 
wenring  a  jerkin,  which,  thou£;h  now  sorelv'  stained 
and  discolountl,  had  once  been  of  the  Lincoln  green, 
and  showi-d  renmants  of  havinj?  l)een  lacwl.  There 
was  an  air  of  carelirss  good  humoured  audacity  about 
the  fellow ;  and.  though  under  inilitarv  restraint,  there 
were  some  of  the  citizens  who  coulu  not  help  crying 
out-"  Well  said,  Joceline  Joliffo !" 

"Jolly  J»)c.ehne,  call  ye  him?"  proceeded  the 
preacher,  without  showing  either  confusion  or  dis- 

Eleasure  at  the  interruption,— "I  will  make  him  Joce- 
ne  of  the  jail,  if  he  interrupts  me  again.  On«'  of  your 
"lark-keepera,  I  warrant,  that  can  never  for>fet  they 
lave  borne  C.  R.  upon  their  bad;;^  and  bufrle-lxinia, 
even  as  a  do*;  bears  his  owner's  name  on  his  collar— 
a  pretty  emblem  for  Christian  men!  But  the  brute 
beast  hath  the  better  of  him.— the  bnite  weareth  his 
own  coat,  and  the  caitiff  thrall  wears  his  master's.  I 
have  s<wn  such  a  wag  make  a  rope's  end  wag  ere 
now.— Where  was  I  7— Oh,  rebuking  you  for  your 
backslidings,  men  of  Woodstock.— Yes,  then  ye  will 
say  ye  have  renounced  Popery,  and  ye  have  renounced 
Prelacy,  and  then  ye  v^ipe  your  mouths  like  Pharisees 
as  ye  are ;  and  who  but  you  for  purity  of  religion ! 
but  I  tell  you,  ye  are  but  hke  Jehu  trie  son  of  Nimshi, 
who  broke  <lown  the  house  of  Baal,  yet  departed  not 
from  tht!  sons  of  Jeroboam.  Even  so  ye  eat  not  fish 
on  Friday  with  the  blinde<l  Papists,  nor  minced  pies 
on  the  twenty-fifth  dav  of  December,  like  the  slothful 
Prclatisis;  but  yc  will  gorge  on  sack-possets  each 
night  in  the  yea:  with  vour  blind  Presbyterian  guide, 
and  ye  will  speak  evif  of  dignities,  and  revile  the 
Commonwealth ;  and  ye  will  glorifv  yourselves  in 
your  park  of  Woodstock,  and  say,  *  Was  it  not  walled 
m  first  of  any  other  in  England,  and  that  by  Henry, 
■on  of  William  called  the  Conqueror?'  And  ye  have  a 
princely  Lodge  therein,  and  call  the  same  a  Royal 
Lodge ;  and  ye  have  an  oak  which  ye  call  the  King's 
Oak ;  and  yc  steal  and  eat  the  venison  of  the  park ; 
and  ye  say, '  This  is  the  king's  venison,  we  will  wash 
It  down  with  a  cup  to  the  king's  health— better  we  eat 
it  than  those  round-headed  commonwealth  knaves.' 
But  listen  unto  me,  and  take  warning.  For  these 
things  come  we  lo  controversy  with  you.  And  our 
name  shall  be  a  cannon-shot,  before  which  your 
Lodge,  in  the  pleasantness  whereof  ye  take  pastime, 
Bhall  be  blown  into  ruins:  and  ye  wdl  he  as  a  wedge 
to  split  asunder  the  King^s  oak* into  billets  to  heat  a 
brown  baker's  oven ;  and  we  will  dispark  your  park, 
anil  slay  your  deer,  and  eat  them  ourselves,  neither 
shall  you  have  any  portion  thereof,  whether  in  neck 
or  haunch.  Ye  shall  not  haft  a  tenpenny  knife  with 
the  horns  thereof;  neither  shall  ye  cut  a  pair  of 
breeches  out  of  the  hide,  for  all  ye  be  cutlers  and  glo- 
vers; and  ye  shall  have  no  comfort  or  support  neither 
from  the  sequesterwl  traitor  Henry  Lee,  who  called 
himself  ranin:r  of  Woo^Jstock,  nor  from  any  on  his 
behalf;  for  tliey  are  coming  hither  who  shall  oe  called 
Maher-shalal-hash-baz,  because  he  maketh  haste  to 
the  spoil." 

Here  ended  this  wild  effusion,  the  latter  part  of 
which  fell  heavy  on  the  souls  of  the  poor  citizens  of 
Woodstock,  as  tending  to  (»nfirm  a  report  of  an  un- 
pleasing  nature  which  had  lieen  lately  j'irculatefl.  The 
communication  with  London  was  Indeed  slow,  and 
the  news  which  it  transmitted  were  uncertain ;  no 
less  unctirtain  were  the  times  themselves,  and  the 
rumours  which  were  circulated,  exaggerated  by  the 
ho(>es  and  fears  of  so  many  various  tactions.  But 
the  general  stream  of  report,  so  far  as  Woodfloek 
was  concerned,  had  of  late  run  uiiiforuily  in  one  Uirec- 


r  tion.  Day  after  day  thcv  had  Nwi  informed^  :hit  th« 
'  fatal  fiat  of  Parliament  had  gt»ne  out,  for  kiuhs  the 
park  of  WfMKlstock,  destroying  its  lodge,  di^parking 
lis  forest,  and  erasing,  as  far  as  they  could  be  ersKO, 
all  traces  of  its  ancient  fame.  Many  of  the  citizeaf 
were  likely  to  be  suflferers  on  this  occasion,  as  seven! 
of  them  enjoye<l,  either  by  sufferance  or  right,  variou 
convenient  privileges,  of  pasturage,  rutting  firewv)(^ 
and  the  like,  in  the  royal  chase ;  and  all  the  inhabit- 
ants of  the  little  borough  were  hurt  to  think,  that  the 
scenery  of  the  place  was  to  be  destroyed,  its  ediSccf 
niinid,  and  its  honours  rent  away.  This  is  a  patriotic 
hensation  often  found  in  such  placea  which  anci!>ot 
distinctions  and  long-cherished  recollections  of  fonner 
days,  r«:nder  so  different  from  towns  of  n>rent  dite. 
The  natives  of  Wo«)dstock  felt  it  in  the  fullest  (one 
They  had  trembled  at  the  anticipated  calamity;  bui 
now,  when  it  was  announced  by  the  appearance  (A 
those  dark,  stern,  and  at  the  s.imc  time  omnipoteot 
soldiers— now  that  tht>y  heard  it  proclaimed  by  tbe 
mouth  of  one  of  their  miUiary  preachers— ihevcoo- 
sirlennl  their  fate  as  inevitable.  The  causes  of  dis* 
greement  among  themselves  were  for  the  iioie 
forgotten,    as  Uie  congregation,  dismissed  with<vit 

EsalmodyorbentxlictioM,  went  slowly  and  mnuro&illy 
omeward,  each  to  his  own  place  of  abode. 


CHAPTER   IL 

Come  Tortli,  old  maii-Tliy  daughter*!  afda 

in  now  llie  tittin^  plare  for  tlir>e  : 
Wlinn  Time  liatli  ciuellM  iho  oak'c  t>old  pride, 

Tlin  youthful  tpndnl  yet  may  hi  • 
Tlie  niiDH  uf  Um  parent  trae. 

WHE^r  the  sermon  was  etided,  the  military  orator 
wip<>d  his  brow:  for,  notwithstandine  the  roolnen 
of  the  weather,  lie  was  heat»Hj  with  the  vehcnvriict 
of  his  speech  and  action.  He  then  descended  from 
the  pulpit,  and  snoke  a  word  or  two  to  the  corponl 
who  commanded  the  narty  of  soldiern,  whs),  replving 
by  a  sober  ntnl  of  intelligence,  drew  his  men  together, 
and  marched  them  in  order  to  their  quarters  in  the 
town. 

The  preacher  himsel£  as  if  nothing  extraoidinvr 
had  happened,  left  the  church  and  sauntered  throagn 
the  streets  of  Woodstock,  with  the  air  of  a  stranga 
who  was  viewins  the  town,  without  seeming  to  ob- 
serve that  he  was  him.-iclf  in  his  turn  anxiously  but- 
veyed  by  the  citizens,  whose  furtive,  yet  fimjquent 
glances  seemed  to  regard  him  as  something  alike 
suspected  and  dreadful  yet  on  no  account  to  be  pro- 
voked. He  heeded  them  not,  l)ut  stalked  on  in  tbf 
manner  iifft^cted  by  the  distinguished  fanatics  of  the 
day;  a  stiff  solemn  pace,  a  Sc^vero  and  at  the  samt 
time  a  contemplative  look,  like  that  of  a  man  diwom- 
posed  at  the  interruptions  which  earthly  objects  forced 
upon  him.  obliging  him  by  their  intrusion  to  withdnw 
his  thoughts  for  an  instant  from  celestial  things.  In 
nocent  pleasures  of  what  kind  soever  they  held  in 
suspicion  and  contempt,  and  innocent  mirth  they 
abominated.  It  was,  however,  a  cast  of  mind  that 
formed  men  for  great  and  manly  actions,  as  it  adopted 
principle,  and  that  of  an  unselfish  character,  for  th« 
ruling  motive,  instead  of  the  gratification  of  pwion. 
Some  of  these  men  were  indeed  hypocrites,  u.<(in^tl» 
cloak  of  religion  only  as  a  covering  for  their  ambition; 
but  many  really  possessed  the  devotional  character, 
and  the  severe  republican  virtue,  which  others  only 
affected.  By  far  the  greater  number  hovered  between 
thnse  extremes,  felt  lo  a  certain  extent  the  power  Oi 
religion,  and  complied  with  the  times  in  affecting  a 
great  deal. 

The  individual,  whose  prctcnsionB  to  sanctity,  writ- 
ten as  they  were  upon  his  brow  and  gait,  havi^  siren 
rise  to  the  above  digression,  reachm  at  length  (he 
extremity  of  the  principal  street,  which  tcnninatps 
upon  the  park  of  Woodstock.  A  batilemented  portal 
of  Cvoihic  appearance  defended  the  entrance  to  the 
avenue.  It  was  of  mixed  architecture,  but  on  the 
whole,  though  composed  of  the  styles  of  the  different 
ag(>s  when  it  had  received  additions,  had  a  striking 
and  imjjosing  effect.  An  immense  gate  compowd  of 
rails  of  haminere<l  iron,  with  many  a  flourish  and 
scroll,  displaying  as  ita  uppermost  ornament  the  ill* 
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fiited  cipher  of  C.  R.,  was  now  decayed,  being  partly 
wasted  with  rust,  partly  by  violence. 

llie  stranger  paused,  ad  if  uncertain  whether  he 
ibould  demand  or  essay  entrance.  He  looked  through 
the  grating  down  an  avenue  skirted  by  majesiiL' 
paksi  whicn  led  onward  with  a  gentle  curve,  as  if 
into  the  depths  of  some  ample  and  ancient  fore^L 
The  wicket  of  the  large  iron  gate  being  left  unwittingly 
open,  tbe  soldier  was  templed  to  enter,  yet  with  sonio 
hesitation,  as  he  that  intrudes  upon  ground  which  he 
eonjectures  may  be  prohibited— indeed  his  manner 
showed  more  reverence  for  the  scene  than  could  havi* 
been  expected  from  his  condition  and  ciiaracter.  lie 
slackened  his  stately  and  cons^tiuential  pace,  and  ut 
length  stood  still,  and  looked  around  him. 

Not  far  from  ine  gate,  he  saw  rising  from  the  tret  s 
one  or  two  ancient  and  venerable  turrets,  bearing  each 
its  own  vane  of  rare  device  glittering  in  the  autunui 
sun.  These  indicated  the  ancient  hunting  seat,  or 
Lodge,  as  it  was  called,  which  hod,  since  the  time  of 
Henry  II.,  been  occasionally  the  residence  of  tlm 
English  monarchs,  when  it  pleased  them  to  visit  the 
woods  of  Oxford,  which  then  so  abounded  with  gam^:, 
that,  according  to  old  Fuller,  huntsmen  and  falconers 
Were  nowhere  better  pleased.  The  situation  whicii 
the  Lodge  occupied  was  a  piece  of  flat  ground,  now 
planted  with  sycamores,  not  far  from  the  entrance  lo 
that  magnificent  spot,  where  the  spectator  first  stops 
to  gaze  upon  Blenheim,  to  think  of  Marlborough'- 
victories,  and  to  applaud  or  criticise  the  cumbroi 
magnificence  of  Vaiiburgh's  style. 

There,  loo,  paused  our  military  preacher,  but  wiih 
other  thoughts,  and  for  other  purpose,  than  to  ad- 
mire the  scene  around  him.  It  was  not  long  after- 
wards when  he  beheld  two  persons,  a  male  and  female, 
approaching  slowly,  and  so  deeply  enjfaged  in  their 
own  conversation  that  they  did  not  raise  their  eye& 
to  observe  that  there  stood  a  stronger  in  the  path 
before  them.  The  soldier  took  advantage  of  their 
state  of  abstraction,  and,  desirous  at  once  to  watcti 
their  motions  and  avoid  their  observation,  he  glidr d 
beneath  one  of  the  huge  trees  which  skirted  the  patii. 
and  whose  boughs,  sweeping  the  ground  on  every 
side,  ensured  him  against  discovery,  unless  in  case  of 
an  actual  search. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  gentleman  and  lady  continual 
to  advance,  directing  their  course  to  a  rustic  sear 
which  still  enjoyed  the  sunbeams,  and  was  plac<  d 
adjacent  to  the  tree  where  the  stranger  was  concealiMJ . 

Ttie  man  was  elderly,  yet  seemed  bent  more  li> 
sorrow  and  infirmity,  than  by  the  weight  of  yeai 
He  wore  a  mourning  cloak,  over  a  dress  of  the  san 
melancholy  colour,  cut  in  that  picturesque  form  whi< 
Vandyck  has  rendered  immortal    But  although  tlic 
dress  was  handsome,  it  was  put  on  and  worn  with  £i 
carelessncjvt  which  showed  the  mind  of  the  wearer  ill 
at  ca.se.    His  a;;ed,  yet  still  handsome  countenanc^% 
had  the  same  air  of  consequence  which  distinguislutj 
his  dress  and  his  gait.    A  striking  part  of  his  appea  r- 
ance  was  a  long  while  beard,  which  descemied  far 
over  the  breast  of  his  slashed  doublet,  and  looked 
sinimlar  from  its  contrast  in  colour  with  his  habit. 

The  yoi'ng  la»ly,  by  whom  this  venerable  gcntU- 
man  s*-enied  to  be  in  some  degree  supported  as  tlu  y 
walked  arm  in  arm,  was  a  slight  and  sylph-like  form, 
with  a  person  so  delicately  made,  and  so  beautiful  ir> 
countenance,  that  it  seemed  the  earth  on  which  slu- 
walked  was  too  grossly  massive  a  support  for  a  cren- 
ture  so  aerial.  But  mortal  beauty  must  share  humdn 
sorrows.  The  eyes  of  the  beautiful  Iwing  showtnj 
tokrns  of  tears ;  her  colour  was  heightened  as  she 
lisU'ned  to  her  aged  companion ;  and  it  was  plain, 
from  his  melancholy  yet  displeased  look,  that  the  coti~ 
versation  was  as  distressing  to  himself  as  to  her^ 
When  they  sat  down  on'  the  bench  we  have  men- 
tioned, the  genlleman^s  discourse  could  be  distinctly 
ovt-rlienrtl  by  the  eaves-dropping  soldier,  but  the  an- 
swirs  of  the  young  lady  reached  liis  ear  rather  lens 
di.*<tinctly. 

,  **  It  is  not  to  be  endured !"  said  the  old  man,  pas- 
sionately; "it  would  stir  up  a  paralytic  wretch  to 
fit.-irt  up  a  soldier.    My  people  have  been  tliinm^.  I 

rruit  y«ju,  or  have  follen  off  from  me  in  thi^se  times  - 

owe  them  no  grudge  for  it,  poor  knaves ;  whm 
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should  they  do  waiting  on  me,  when  the  pantry  has 
no  bread  and  the  buttery  no  ale?  But  we  have  still 
about  us  some  rugged  foresters  of  the  old  Woodstock 
breed— old  as  myself  most  of  them— what  of  that7 
old  wood  seldom  warps  in  the  wetting ;— I  will  hold 
out  the  old  house,  and  it  will  not  be  the  first  time  that 
I  have  held  it  against  ten  times  the  strength  that  we 
hear  of  now." 

"Alas !  my  dear  father!"— said  the  young  lady,  in 
a  tone  which  seemed  to  intimate  his  proposal  ot  de- 
fence to  be  altogether  des^rate. 

"And  why,  alasT'  said  the  gentleman,  angnly; 
"  is  it  because  I  shut  my  door  against  a  score  or  two 
of  these  blood-thirsty  hypocrites  ?" 

"  But  their  masters  can  as  easily  send  a  regiment  or 
an  army,  if  they  will,"  replied  the  lady ;  "  and  what 
good  would  your  present  defence  do,  excepting  to 
exasperate  them  to  your  utter  destruction  7" 

" Be  it  so,  Alice,"  replied  her  father ;  "I  have  lived 
my  time,  and  beyond  it.  I  have  outlived  the  kindest 
and  most  princeiike  of  masters.  What  do  I  do  on  the 
earth  since  the  dismal  thirtieth  of  January*?  The  par- 
ricide  of  that  day  was  a  signal  to  all  true  servants  of 
Charles  Stewart  to  avenge  his  death,  or  die  as  soon 
after  as  they  could  find  a  worthy  opportunity!" 

"Do  not  speak  thus,  sir,"  said  Alice  Lie;  "it  does 
not  become  your,  gravity  and  your  worth  to  throw 
away  that  life  which  may  yet  he  of  service  to  your 
king  and  country^— it  will  not  and  cannot  always  be 
thus.  England  will  not  long  endure  the  rulers  which 
these  bad  times  have  assigned  her.  In  the  mean  while 
—[here  a  fcw  words  escaped  the  listener's  ears]— and 
beware  of  that  impatience,  which  makes  bad 
worse." 

"Worse?"  exclaimed  the  impatient  old  man. 
"WhcU  can  be  worse?  Is  it  not  at  the  worst  already? 
Will  not  these  people  expel  us  from  the  only  shelter 
we  have  left— dilapidate  what  remains  of  rm'al  pro- 
perty under  my  charge— make  the  palace  of  princes 
into  a  den  of  thieves,  and  then  wipe  their  mouths 
and  thank  God,  as  if  they  had  done  an  alms-deed  ?" 

"Still,"  said  his  daughter,"  there  is  hope  behind, 
and  I  trust  the  King  is  ere  this  out  of  their  reach — 
We  have  reason  to  think  well  of  my  brother  Albert's 
safety." 

"  Ay.  Albert!  there  again,"  said  the  old  man.  in  a 
tone  or  reproach ;  "  had  it  not  been  for  thy  entreaties 
I  had  gone  to  Worcester  myself;  but  I  must  needs 
lie  here  like  a  worthless  hound  when  the  hunt  is  up. 
when  who  knows  what  service  I  might  have  shown? 
An  old  man's  head  is  sometimes  useful  when  his 
arni  is  but  httle  worth.  But  you  and  Albert  were  so 
desirous  that  he  should  go  alone — and  now,  who  can 
say  what  has  become  ofhim  ?" 

*  Nay,  nay,  father,"  said  Alice,  "we  have  good  hope 
that  Albert  escaped  from  that  fatal  day ;  yoimg  Ao- 
ney  saw  him  a  mile  from  the  field." 

Young  Abney  lied,  I  believe,"  said  the  father,  in 
the  same  humour  of  contradiction—"  Young  Abney's 
tongue  seems  quicker  than  his  hands,  but  far  slower 
than  his  horse's  heels  when  he  leaves  the  roundheads 
behind  him.  I  would  rather  Albert's  dead  body  were 
laid  between  Charles  and  Cromwell,  than  hear  ne  fled 
as  early  as  young  Abney." 

"  My  dearest  father,"  said  the  young  lady,  weeping 
as  she  spoke,  "  what  can  I  say,  to  comfort  you  ?" 

"Comfort  me,  say'st  thou,  girl?  1  am  sick  of  com- 
fort—an  honourable  death,  with  the  ruins  of  Wood- 
stock for  my  monument,  were  the  only  comfort  to 
old  Henry  Lee.  Yes,  by  the  memory  of  my  fathers! 
I  will  make  good  the  Lodge  against  these  rebellious 
robbers." 

"Yet  be  ruled,  dearest  father,"  sakl  the  maiden, 
"  and  submit  to  that  which  we  cannot  gainsay.  My 
uncle  Everard" 

Here  the  old  man  caught  at  her  unfinished  words. 
"Thy  untrle  Everard,  wench!— Well,  get  on.— What 
of  thy  precious  and  lovinc  uncle  Everard  ?" 

"Nothing,  sir,"  she  said,  "if  the  subject  displeases 
you." 

"Displeases  me?"  he  replied,  "why  should  it  dis- 
please me  ?  or  if  it  did,  why  shoiildst  thou,  or  any 
one,  afiTci't  to  care  about  it  7  W^hat  is  it  that  hatn 
happened  of  late  years— what  is  it  can  bo  thought  to 
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happen  that  fl9tm1oger  can  gueM  at,  vYiich  can  give 
plfnsure  to  us  ?" 

"Fate,"  she  rrplied,  "  mny  hove  in  store  the  joyful 
renloration  of  our  oanishitl  Prince." 

"Too  laie  for  my  lime,  Alice-,"  said  the  knight:  "if 
there  be  euoh  a  white  pnge.  in  the  heavenly  Ikjok,  it 
will  not  be  turned  until  lonj?  after  my  day.— But  I  see 
thou  wouldi»t  escape  me.— lu  a  word,  what  of  thy 
uncle  Everard  ?" 

"Nay,  air,"  said  Alice,  "God  knows  I  would  rather 
be  silent  for  ever,  than  speak  what  might,  as  you 
would  take  it,  add  to  ycnir  present  dislenjf-crature." 

"Distemperaiure!"  said  her  fatlur;  "Oh,  thou  art 
a  sweet-lipped  physician,  and  wouldst,  I  warrant  me, 
drop  naught  but  sweet  balm,  and  honey,  and  oil,  on 
my  disiemperature— if  that  is  the  phrase  for  an  old 
man's  ailment,  when  he  is  well  ni^h  heart-broken.— 
Once  more,  what  of  thy  uncle  Everard  T' 

His  last  words  were  uttered  in  a  luffli  and  peevish 
tone  of  voice;  and  Alice  Lee  answered  her  father  in 
a  trembling  and  submissive  tone. 

'*1  only  meant  to  say,  sir,  that  I  am  well  assured 
that  my  uncle  Everard,  when  we  quit  this  place" 

"That  is  to  say,  when  we  are  kicked  out  of  it  by 
crop-eared  cnntinq  villains  like  himself.— But  on  with 
thy  bountiful  uncle— what  will  he  do?  will  he  give  us 
the  remains  of  his  worshipful  and  economical  house- 
keeping,  the  frainnents  of  a  thrice-sacked  capon 
twice-a-week,  ana  a  plentiful  fast  on  the  other  five 
days?— Will  he  give  us  beds  beside  his  half-9lar\ed 
nags,  and  put  them  under  a  short  allowance  of  straw, 
that  his  sister's  husband— that  I  should  have  called 
my  deceased  angel  by  such  a  name !— and  hia  aii^ter's 
daughter,  mav  not  sleep  on  the  stones?  Or  will  he 
Bend  us  a  noble  each,  with  a  war.iing  to  make  it  last, 
for  he  had  never  known  the  ready-penny  so  liani  to 
come  by?  Or  what  else  will  your  uncle  Fverard  do 
for  us?  Gret  us  a  furlough  to  beg?  Why,  I  can  do 
that  without  him." 

"  Vou  misconstrue  him  much."  onswercd  Alice, 
with  more  spirit  than  she  had  hitherto  displayed; 
**  and  would  you  hut  question  your  own  heart,  you 
would  acknowledge— I  speak  with  reverence— that 
your  tongue  utters  what  your  better  judgment  would 
disown.  My  uncle  Everard  is  neither  a  miser  nor  a 
h>'pocrite,  neither  so  fond  of  the  goods  of  this  world 
that  he  would  not  supply  our  distresses  amply,  nor  so 
wedded  to  fanatical  opinions  as  to  exclude  charity 
for  other  sects  beside  his  own." 

"Ay,  ay,  the  Church  of  England  is  a»ec/  with  him, 
I  doubt  not,  and  perhaps  with  thee  too,  Alice,"  said  ihe 
knight.  "  What  is  a  Muggletonian.  or  a  Ranter,  or  a 
Brownist,  but  a  sectary?  and  thy  phrase  places  them 
all,  with  Jack  Presbyter  himself  on  the  same  footinp 
with  our  learned  prelates  and  riMigious  clergy  !  Such 
is  (he  cant  of  the  day  thou  livest  in,  and  why  shouldst 
thou  not  talk  like  one  of  the  wise  virgifls  and  psalm- 
ainging  sisters,  since,  though  thou  hast  a  profane  old 
cavalier  for  a  father,  thou  art  own  niece  to  pious  uncle 
Everard?" 

*'  If  you  speak  thus,  my  dear  father,"  said  Alice, 
"what  can  I  answer  you?  Hear  me  but  one  patient 
word,  and  I  shall  have  discharged  my  uncle  Evcrard's 
commission." 

"  Oh,  it  is  a  commission  then  ?  Surely,  I  suspected 
80  much  from  the  beginning— nay,  have  some  sharp 
guess  touching  the  ambassador  also.— Come,  madam 
the  mediator,  do  your  errand,  and  you  shall  have  no 
reason  to  complain  of  my  patience.'' 

"Then,  sir,  replied  his  daughter,  "my  uncle  Eve- 
rard desires  you  would  be  courteous  to  the  comniis- 
aioners,  who  come  here  to  sequestrate  the  parks  and 
the  property ;  or,  at  least,  heedfully  to  abstain  from  giv- 
ing them  obstacle  or  opposition  :  it  can,  he  "ays,  do  no 
good,  even  on  your  own  principles,  and  it  will  give  a 
pretext  for  proceeding  against  you  as  on^n  the  worst 
degree  of  malignity,  which  he  thinks  may  otherwise 
be  prevented.  Nay,  he  has  jfood  hope,  that  if  you 
follow  his  counsel,  the  committee  may,  through  the 
interest  he  possesses,  lie  inclined  to  remove  the  se- 
questration of  your  estate  on  a  moderate  fine.  Thus 
Bays  my  uncle;  and  having  communicated  his  advice, 
I  have  no  occasion  to  urge  your  patience  with  farther 
argument." 


'It  is  well  thon  dost  not,  Alice,"  answered  Sir 
Henry  Lee,  in  a  tone  of  auppressed  anser;  "for,  by 
the  blessed  Rood,  thou  hast  well  nigh  led  me  into  th« 
heresy  of  thinking  thee  no  daughter  of  mine.— Ah! 
my  beloved  coiiiponion,  who  art  now  far  from  ths 
sorrows  and  cares  of  this  weary  world,  couldsi  tboa 
have  thought  that  the  daughter  thou  didst  clasp  to 
thy  bosom,  would,  like  the  w:cked  wife  of  Job,  becoins 
a  temptress  to  her  father  in  the  hour  of  affliction,  aoi 
recommend  to  him  to  make  his  conscience  truckle  to 
his  interest,  and  to  l>eg  back  at  the  bloody  hands  of 
his  masters,  and  perhaps  his  son's  rnarder^rrs,  a 
wretched  remnant  of  the  royal  property  he  has  been 
robbed  of  .'—Why,  wench,  if  I  must  he^  lhink*8t  tboa 
I  will  sue  to  those  who  have  made  me  a  mendicant  7 
No.  I  will  never  show  my  gray  beard,  worn  in  smruir 
for  my  sovereign's  death,  move  the  compasKoo  oil 
some  proud  sequt>strator,  who  perhaps  was  one  of  the 
parricides.  No.  If  Henry  Lee  must  aae  for  food,  it 
shall  be  of  some  sound  loyalist  like  himself  wm^ 
having  but  half  a  loaf  remaining,  will  not  nevenbe> 
less  refuse  to  share  it  with  him.  For  his  daughter, 
she  may  wander  her  own  way,  which  leads  her  to  a 
refuge  with  her  weahhy  roundhead  kinsfolk;  but  let 
her  no  more  call  him  father,  whose  honeat  indigeooi 
she  has  refused  to  share  I" 

"You  do  me  injustice,  sir,"  answered  the  yoong 
lady,  with  a  voice  animated  yet  faltering,  "cruel  in- 
justice. God  knowa,  your  way  is  my  way,  thoi^  it 
lead  to  niin  and  beggary ;  and  while  you  tread  it,  my 
arm  shall  support  you  while  you  will  accept  an  aai  n 
feeble." 

TTiou  word*8t  me  girl,"  answered  the  old  cavali«r, 
"thou  word'si  me,  as  Will  Shakspeare  says— thoo 
8peaki>st  of  lending  me  thy  arm  ;  but  thy  secret 
thought  isthyself  tohangupon  Markham  Everard's." 

"My  father,  my  father,"  answered  Alice,  in  a  lone 
of  deep  grief,  "  what  can  thus  have  altered  your  cl«u 
judgment  and  kindly  heart  ?— Accursed  be  these  civil 
commotions  !  not  only  do  they  destroy  men's  bodieti 
but  they  pervert  their  souls;  and  the  brave,  the 
noble,  the  generous,  become  suspicious,  harsh,  and 
mean!  Why  upbraid  me  with  Markham  ETerard? 
Have  I  seen  or  spoke  to  him  since  you  forbid  him  my 
company,  with  terms  less  kind— I  will  apeak  it  trulr 
—than  was  due  even  to  the  relationship  betwixt  yoal 
Why  think  I  would  sacrifice  to  that  young  man  my 
duty  to  you  ?  Know,  that  were  I  capable  of  suca 
criminal  weakness,  Mariiham  Everard  were  the  first 
to  despise  me  for  it." 

She  put  her  handkerchief  to  her  eyes,  but  she  couU 
not  hide  her  sobs,  nor  conceal  the  distress  they  ioti* 
mated.    The  old  man  was  moved. 

"I  cannot  tell,"  he  said,  "  what  to  think  of  it.  TW 
scem'st  sincere,  and  wert  ever  a  good  and  kindly 
daughter— how  thou  hast  let  that  rebel  youth  cnep 
into  thy  heart  I  wot  not :  perhaps  it  is  a  punishment 
on  me,  who  thought  theloyahy  of  my  house  was  like 
undefiled  ermine.  Yet  hert;  is  a  damned  spot,  and  on 
the  fairest  gem  of  all— my  own  dear  Alice.  But  do 
not  weep— we  have  enough  to  vex  us.  Where  isit  that 
Shakspeare  hath  it .— 

•  Gentle  daufhter, 

Give  even  way  unto  mjr  magh  allkirs ; 
Pat  you  not  on  llie  lemper  of  the  times. 
Nor  be.  like  Uiem,  to  Perrjr  troublMoine.*  ** 

"I  am  glad,"  answered  the  young  lady,  "to  hear 
you  quote  your  favourite  again,  sir.  Our  little  jait 
are  ever  well  nigh  ended  when  Shakspeare  comes  in 
plav." 

*'Hi8  book  was  the  closet-companion  of  my  blessed 
master,"  said  Sir  Henry  Lee  ;  "after  the  Bible,  (with 
reverence  for  naming  them  together!)  he  felt  mors 
comfort  in  it  than  in  any  other;  and  as  1  have  shared 
his  disease,  why,  it  is  natural  I  should  take  his  medi- 
cine. ^  Albeit.  I  pretend  not  to  my  maater's  art  ia 
explaining  the  dark  passages;  fori  am  but  a  rude 
man,  and  rustically  brought  up  to  arms  and  huntinju** 

"  You  have  seen  Shakspeare  yourself,  airT'  nidioe 
young  lady. 

"  Silly  wench,"  replied  the  knight,  "  he  died  when 
I  was  a  mere  child— thou  hast  heard  me  say  so  twenty 
times ;  but  thou  wouldst  lead  the  old  man  awai*  frooi 
the  tender  aubjecu    Well,  though  I  am  not  blind,  1 
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in  flhtit  my  cye«  and  follow.  Ron  Johnran  I  knew, 
ind  nrtuld  tell  thee  many  a  tale  of  our  meitinK^  at  the 
Ifeimaidt  uhcTc%  if  there  wajn  niiich  wine'^  there  wna 
nueh  wit  aim.  We  did  not  sic  blowing  tobacco  in 
Mch  other's  faces,  and  turning  np  the  whites  of  our 
yea  as  we  turned  up  the  bottom  ot  the  wine-pot.  Old 
Sen  adopted  me  as  one  of  his  sons  in  the  muses.  I 
imve  shown  you,  have  I  not,  the  verses  '  To  my  much 
leloved  son.  the  worshipful  SirHenry  Leeof  Ditchley, 
tniKht  and  Baronet?"* 

**I  do  not  remember  them  at  present,  sir,"  replied 
Mice. 

"  I  fear  ye  lie,  wench,"  said  her  father :  "  but  no 
natler-Hhou  canflt  no:  pi'i  any  mom  rooimz  out  of 
me  just  now.  The  Evil  3pini  haih  left  SauTfor  the 
>recient.  We  htc  now  to  think  whm  is  to  be  done 
ibout  leaving  Wfioijumck— ^ird^ifendiTiBit?" 

"My  dearefit  farhfcr,'*  said  Alict',  '^can  you  still 
Bourisn  a  momcni'?  htitpeof  ma  kin  a  ^owd  the  place?" 

"I  know  nor,  wencV  n plied  Hir  Henry;  "I 
irould  fain  have  n  pnriing  LEuw  ^^jlIl  ehem,  'tis  cer- 
tain— and  who  knows  where  a  blessing  may  alight  ? 
But  then,  my  poor  knaves  that  must  take  part  with 
me  in  so  hopeless  a  quarrel— that  thought  hampers 
me,  I  confess." 

"Oh,  let  it  do  so»  sir,"  replied  Alice;  "there  are 
loldiers  in  the  town,  and  there  are  throe  regiments  at 
Oxford !" 

"Ah,  poor  Oxford!"  exclaimed  Sir  Henry,  whose 
vacillating  state  of  mind  was  turned  by  a  word  to 
any  new  subicct  that  was  suggested,— "  Seat  of 
learning  and  lovalty!  these  rude  soldiers  arc  unfit 
inmates  for  thy  learned  halls  and  poetical  bowers: 
but  thy  pure  and  brilliant  lamp  shall  defy  the  foul 
breath  of  a  thousand  churls,  were  thev  to  olow  at  it 
like  Boreas.  The  burning  hush  shall  not  be  con- 
sumed, even  by  the  heat  of  this  persecution." 

"True,  sir,"  said  Alice,  "and  it  may  not  be  useless 
to  recollect,  that  any  stirring  of  the  royalists  at  this 
impropitious  moment  will  make  them  deal  yet  more 
harshly  with  the  University,  which  they  consider  as 
beunc  at  the  bottom  of  every  thing  which  moves  for 
the  King  in  these  parts." 

"It  is  true,  wench,"  replied  the  knight;  "and 
small  cause  would  make  the  villains  sequestrate  the 
poor  remains  which  the  civil  wars  have  left  to  the 
oollegi>s.  Tliat,  and  the  risk  of  my  poor  fellows— 
Will ;  thou  hast  disnrmt^d  me,  girl.  I  will  be  as  pa- 
tient and  calm  as  a  martyr." 

"Pray  God  yon  keep  yo»ir  word,  sirf  replied  his 
daughter;  "but  you  are  ever  so  much  moved  at  the 

■ifrht  of  anyof  thfse  men,  that" 

^*  Would  voii  make  a  <  liild  of  me,  Alice?"  said  Sir 
HenT>'.  "  'Vhy,  know  vou  not  that  I  can  look  upon 
a  viper,  or  a  toad,  or  a  f>uneh  of  engendering  addrrs. 
without  any  worik-  feiling  than  a  little  disgust?  aiid 
though  a  roundhead,  and  especially  a  red-coat,  an>  in 
my  opinion  more  poi<^>n(>us  than  viprrn,  more  loath- 
Boinc  than  toadt«,  more  hateful  than  knotted  adders, 
yet  can  I  overrduie  my  nature  so  far,  that  should  one 
of  them  appear  at  lliis  moment,  thyself  should  see 
how  civilly  I  would  Jiiircat  him." 

As  hv  spoke,  the  military  preacher  abandoned  his 
leafy  screen,  and,  sialkin;;  forward,  stood  unexpect- 
edly before  the  old  cavalier,  who  stared  at  him,  as  if 
be  bad  thought  his  expressions  had  actually  raised 
the  devil. 

"Who  art  thou?"  at  lenfcth  said  Sir  Henry,  in  a 
raised  and  angry  voice,  while  his  daughter  clung  to 
his  arm  in  terror,  little  confident  that  her  father's  pa- 
cific resolutions  would  abide  the  shock  of  this  unwel- 
come apparition. 

"I  am  one,"  replied  the  soldier,  "who  neither  fear 
nor  shame  to  call  myself  a  poor  day-labourer  in  the 
great  work  of  F^ncland— umph !— Ay,  a  simple  and 
sincere  upholder  of  t  he  cood  old  cause." 

"And  what  the  devil  do  you  seek  here?"  said  the 
old  knight,  fiercely. 

"The  welcome  due  to  the  steward  of  the  Lords 
Commissioners"  answered  the  soMier. 

"Welcome  art  thou  as  salt  would  be  to  sore  eyes," 
■aid  the  cavalier ;  "  but  who  be  your  Commisstoners, 
Dan  ?" 

The  soUlier  with  little  courtesy  held  out  a  leroU, 


which  Sir  Henry  took  {torn  him  betwixt  his  finger 
and  thumb,  as  ii  it  were  a  letter  from  a  pest-house; 
and  held  it  at  as  much  disianee  from  his  eyes,  as  hia 
purpose  of  rendin{|(  it  would  p<'rmit.  He  then  read 
aloud,  and  as  he  named  the  parties  one  bv  one,  he 
added  a  short  commentary  on  each  name,  addressed, 
indeed,  to  Alice,  but  in  such  a  tone  as  showed  ha 
cared  not  for  its  being  heard  by  the  soldier. 

**  Desbcrough — the  ploughman  Desborouph — as 
grovelling  a  clown  as  is  in  England— a  fellow  that 
would  be  b«*st  at  home,  like  an  ancient  Scythian, 
under  the  tilt  of  a  wagon— d—n  him.  Harriacm.  a 
bloody-minded,  ranting  enthusiast,  who  read  the 
Bible  to  such  purpose,  that  he  never  lacked  a  text  to 
justify  a  murder^— n  him  too.  Bletscn—B  trufr- 
blue  Commonwealth's  man,  one  of  Harrison's  Rots 
Club,  with  his  noddle  full  of  newfangled  notions 
about  government,  the  clearest  object  of  which  is  to 
estsblish  the  tail  upon  the  head :  a  fellow  who  leaves 
you  the  statutes  and  law  of  Old  England;  to  prate  of 
Rom*?  and  Greece— sees  the  Areopagus  in  Westmin- 
ster-Hall, and  takes  old  Noll  for  a  Roman  Consul— 
Adad,  he  is  like  to  prove  a  dictator  amongst  them  in- 
stead.   Never  mind— d—n  Bletson  loo." 

"  Friend,"  said  the  soldier,  "  I  would  willingly  be 
civil,  but  it  consists  not  with  my  duty  to  hear  these 
godly  men,  in  whose  service  I  am,  spoken  of  after 
this  irreverent  and  unbecoming  fashion.  And  albeit 
[  know  that  you  malignants  tnink  you  have  a  right 
to  make  free  with  that  damnation,  which  you  seem 
to  use  aa  your  own  portion,  yet  it  is  superfluous  to 
invoke  it  against  others,  who  have  better  hopes  in 
rheir  thoughts,  and  better  words  in  their  mouths.'* 

"Thou  art  but  a  canting  varlet,"  replied  the  knightf 
"and  yet  thou  art  right  in  some  sense— for  it  is  supei*- 
duous  to  curse  men  who  already  are  damned  as  black 
as  the  smoke  of  hell  itself' 

"I  prithee  forbear,"  continued  the  sokiier,  "for  nrian 
ners*  sake,  if  not  for  conscience— grisly  oaths  suit  ill 
with  gray  beards." 

"  Nay,  that  is  truth,  if  the  devil  spoke  it,"  said  the 
knight r  "and  I  thank  Heaven  I  can  follow  good 
counsel,  though  old  Nick  (^ives  it.  And  so,  fnend, 
touching  these  same  Commissioners,  bear  them  this 
message;  that  Sir  Henry  Lee  is  keeper  of  Woodstock 
Park,  with  right  of  waif  and  stray,  vert  and  venison^ 
as  complete  as  anyof  them  have  to  their  estate— that 
is,  if  they  possess  any  estate  but  what  they  have  sained 
by  plundering  honest  men.  Nevertheless,  he  will  mys 
place  to  those  who  have  made  their  might  their  nght» 
and  will  not  expose  the  lives  of  ^ood  and  true  men, 
where  the  odds  are  so  much  against  them.  And  hs 
protests  that  he  makes  this  surrender,  neither  as  ao- 
knowledging  of  these  so  itrmcd  Commissioners,  nor 
as  for  his  own  individual  part  fearing  their  force,  hut 
purely  to  avoid  the  loss  of  English  blood,  of  which  bo 
much  ha»h  been  spilt  in  these  late  times." 

"  It  IS  well  s()oken,"  said  the  steward  of  the  Com 
missioners;  "and  therefore,  I  pray  you,  let  us  walk 
together  into  the  house,  that  thou  mayst  deliver  up 
unto  me  the  vessels,  and  gold  and  silver  ornament^ 
belonging  unto  the  Egyptian  Pharaoh  who  committed 
them  to  thy  keeping." 

"What  vessels?"  exclaimed  the  fiery  old  knight « 
"  and  belonging  to  whom  ?  Unbaplized  dog,  speak 
I  civil  of  the  Martyr  in  my  presence,  or  I  will  do  a  deed 
misbecoming  of  me  on  that  caitiff  corpse  of  thine  !"-- 
And  shaking  his  daughter  from  his  right  arm,  the  oki 
man  laid  his  hand  on  his  rapier. 

His  antagonist,  on  the  contrary,  kept  his  temper 
completely,  and  waving  his  hand  to  add  impression 
to  his  speech,  he  said,  with  a  calmness  which  a^gr»- 
vated  Sir  Henry's  wrath.  "Nay.  good  friend,  I  primes 
be  still,  and  brawl  not— it  becomes  not  gray  hairs  and 
feeble  arms  to  rail  and  rant  like  dninkards.  Put  mo 
not  to  use  the  carnal  weapon  in  mine  own  defence, 
but  listen  to  the  voice  of  reason.  Seest  thou  not  thai 
the  Lord  hath  decided  thisgreal  controversyin  favour 
of  us  and  ours,  against  thee  and  thine?  Wherefore 
render  up  thy  stewardship  pcacefullv,  and  deliver  up 
to  me  the  chattels  of  the  Man,  Charles  Stewart.;' 

"  Patience  is  a  good  nag,  but  she  will  bolt  "  said  ths 
knight,  unable  longer  to  rein  in  his  wrath.  He  plucked 
his  sheathed  rapier  from  his  side,  struck  the  soldirr  a 
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■ev<>re  blow  with  it,  nnd  instantljr  drawins  it,  and  j 
thfdwing  the  Bcabbard  over  the  trees,  ulaced  hirnself 
in  a  poBtiire  of  defence,  with  hi8  sword  h  point  within  I 
half  a  yard  of  the  steward's  body.    The  latter  stepped 
back  with  activity,  threw  his  long  cloak  from  his 
shoulders,  and  drawing  his  long  tuck,  stood  upon  his 

Sard. ,  The  swor^ls  clashed  smartly  together,  while 
ice.  in  her  terror,  screamed  wildly  for  assistance. 
But  the  combat  was  of  short  duration.  The  old  cava- 
lier  had  attacked  a  man  as  cunning  of  fence  as  he 
himself,  or  a  little  more  so,  and  possessing  all  the 
strength  and  activity  of  which  time  had  deprived  Sir 
Henry,  and  the  calmness  which  the  other  had  lost  in 
his  passion.  They  had  scarce  exchanged  three  passes 
ere  the  sword  of  the  knight  flew  up  in  the  air.  as  if  it 
had  gone  in  search  of  the  scabbanl ;  and,  burning 
with  shame  and  anger.  Sir  Henry  stood  disarmed,  at 
the  mercy  of  his  antagonist.  The  republican  showed 
DO  purpose  of  abusing  his  victory ;  nor  did  he,  cither 
during  the  combat,  or  after  the  victory  was  won,  in 
any  respect  alter  the  sour  and  grave  composure  which 
reigned  upon  his  countenance— a  combat  of  life  and 
death  sef>meti  to  him  a  thing;  as  faniiliar.  and  as  little 
to  be  feared,  as  an  ordinary  lx)ut  wirh  foils. 

**  Thou  art  delivered  into  my  hands,"  he  said,  "  and 
by  the  law  of  arms  I  might  smite  thee  under  the  fifth 
nb,  even  as  Asahel  was  struck  dead  by  Abner,  the  son 
of  Ner,  as  he  followed  the  chase  on  the  hillof  Ammah, 
that  lieth  before  Giah,  in  the  way  of  the  wilderness  of 
Oibeon;  but  far  be  it  from  me  to  spill  thy  remaining; 
drops  of  blood.  True  it  is,  thou  art  the  captive  of  my 
sword  and  of  my  spear ;  nevertheless,  seeing  that  there 
may  be  a  turnini(  from  thine  evil  ways,  and  a  return- 
ing to  those  which  are  good,  if  the  Lord  enlarge  thy 
date  for  repentance  and  amendment,  wherefore  should 
it  be  shortened  by  a  poor  sinful  mortal,  who  is,  speak- 
ing truly,  but  thy  fellow  worm  ?" 

Sir  Henry  Lee  remained  still  confused,  and  unable 
to  answer,  when  there  arrived  a  fourth  person,  whom 
the  cries  of  Alice  had  summoned  to  the  spoL  This 
was  Joceline  Joliffe,  one  of  the  under-keepers  of  the 
walk,  who,  seeing  how  matters  stood,  brandished  his 
quarterstanj  a  weapon  from  which  he  never  parted, 
and  having  made  it  describe  the  fi^^ire  of  ei^ht  in  a 
flourish  through  the  air,  Mrould  have  brought  it  down 
with  a  vengeance  upon  the  head  of  the  steward,  had 
not  Sir  Henry  interposed. 

"  We  must  trail  oats  now,  Joceline— our  time  of 
shouldering  them  is  past.  It  skills  not  striving  against 
the  stream— the  devil  rules  the  roast,  and  makes  our 
slaves  our  tutors." 

At  this  moment  another  auxiliary  rushed  out  of  the 
thicket  to^  the  knight's  assistance.  It  was  a  large 
wolf-dog,  in  strength  a  niastiflfj  in  form  and  almost 
in  fleetiiess  a  greyhound.  Bcvis  was  the  noblest  of 
the  ki'. J  which  ever  pulled  down  a  stag,  tawny-colour- 
ed like  a  lion,  with  a  black  muzzle  and  black  feet,  just 
edMed  with  a  line  of  white  round  the  toes.  He  was 
ss  tractable  as  he  was  strong  and  bold.  Just  as  he 
was  about  to  rush  upon  the  soldier,  the  words,  "Peace, 
Bevis !"  from  S'r  Henry,  converted  the  lion  into  a 
Jamb,  and,  instead  of  pulling  the  soldier  down,  he 
walked  round  and  round,  and  snuffed,  as  if  using  all 
hw  sagacity  to  discover  who  the  stranger  coulu  be, 
towards  whom,  though  of  so  questionable  an  appear- 
ance, he  was  enjoined  forbearance.  Ar>parentry  be 
was  satisfied,  for  he  laid  aside  his  doubtful  and  threat- 
ening demonstrations,  lowered  his  ears,  smoothed 
down  his  bristles,  and  wagged  his  tail. 

Sir  Henry,  who  had  great  respect  for  the  sagacity 
of  his  favourite,  said  in  a  low  voice  to  Alice,  "'  Bevis 
is  of  thy  opinion,  and  counsels  submission.  There  is 
the  finger  of  Heaven  in  this  to  punish  the  pride,  ever 
the  faiilt  of  our  house.— Fnend,"  he  continued,  ad- 
dressing the  soldier,  "  thou  hast  given  the  finishing 


touch  to  a  lesson,  which  ten  years  of  constant  mis- 
fortune have  been  unable  fully  to  teach  mc.  Thou 
hast  distinctly  shown  me  the  lolly  of  thinking  that  a 
good  cause  can  sit.'^nigthen  a  weak  arm.  God  forgive 
me  for  the  thought,  but  I  could  almost  turn  infidel, 
and  believe  that  Heaven's  blessing  goes  ever  with  the 
longest  sword ;  but  it  will  not  be  always  thus.  G»od 
knows  his  time.— Reach  mo  my  Toledo,  Joceline, 
yonder  it  Jies}  sad  the  scabbard,  see  where  it  hangs 


on  the  tree.— Do  not  puH  at  mv  doak,  Alice,  and  look 
so  niisorat>Iy  friglitenerl ;  I  shall  be  in  no  hurry  to  be- 
take me  to  bright  steel  again,  I  promise  thee.— For 
thee,  good  fellow,  I  thank  thee,  and  will  make  way 
for  thy  masters  without  farther  di^Mite  or  ceremony. 
Joceline  Joliffe  is  nearer  thy  degree  than  I  am,  aod 
will  make  surrender  to  thee  of  the  Lodge  and  house- 
hold stuff.— Withhold  nothing,  Joliffi;— let  them  have 
all.  For  mc,  I  will  never  cross  the  threshold  again^ 
but  where  to  rest  for  a  night  7  I  would  trouble  no  one 
in  Woodstock— hum— ay— it  shall  be  so.  Alice  and 
I,  Joceline,  will  go  down  to  thy  hut  by  Rosamond's 
Well ;  we  will  borrow  the  shelter  of  thy  roof  for  orn 
night  at  least ;  thou  wilt  give  us  welcome,  wilt  thoa 
not  7— How  now— a  clouded  brow  7" 

Joceline  certainly  looked  embarrassed,  directed  fint 
a  glance  to  Alice,  then  looked  to  heaven,  then  to  earth, 
and  last  to  the  four  quarters  of  the  horizon,  and  then 
murmured  out,  "  Certainly— without  question— might 
he  but  run  down  to  put  the  house  in  order.'* 

**  Order  enough— order  enough- for  those  thai  may 
soon  be  glad  of  clean  straw  in  a  bam,"  said  ths 
knight ;  'Hiut  if  thou  hast  an  ill-will  to  harbour  any 
obnoxious  or  malignant  persons,  as  the  phrase  goea, 
never  shame  to  speak  it  out,  man.  'l^s  true,  I  took 
thee  up  when  thou  wert  but  a  ragged  Robin,*  made  a 
keeper  of  thee,  and  so  forth.  What  of  thai  7  Sailors 
think  no  loiitjer  of  the  wind  than  when  it  forwards 
them  on  the  voyage— thy  lietters  turn  with  the  tide, 
why  should  not  such  a  poor  knave  as  thou  7" 

"God  pardon  your  honour  for  your  harsh  jud^ 
roent !"  said  Joliffe.  "  The  hut  is  yourSi  such  as  it  if^ 
and  should  be  were  it  a  kin^s  palace,  as  I  wish  it 
were,  even  for  your  honours  sake,  and  Mistress 
Alice  s— only  I  could  wish  your  honour  would  ooo- 
descend  to  let  me  step  down  befi>re,  in  case  any 
neighbour  be  there— or— or— just  to  put  matters  some* 
thirig  into  order  for  Mistress  Alice  and  your  honour— 
just  to  make  things  something  seemly  and  shapelv." 

"Not  a  whit  necessary,"  said  the  knight,  wli3a 
Alice  had  much  trouble  in  concealing  her  agitatioa. 
"If  thy  matters  are  unseemly,  they  are  fitter  for  a  de- 
feated knight— if  they  are  unshapely,  why.  thelikerto 
the  rest  of  a  world,  which  is  allunshaped.  Go  thoa 
with  that  man.— What  is  thy  name,  friend  7" 

"Joseph  Tomkins  is  my  name  in  the  fleshj"  said 
the  Steward.  "  Men  call  me  honest  Joe,  and  Trusty 
Tomkins." 

"If  thou  hast  deserved  such  names,  considerinfli 
what  trade  thou  hast  driven^  thou  art  a  jewel  in- 
deed" said  the  knight :  "  yet  if  thou  hast  not,  never 
blush  for  the  matter,  Joseph,  for  if  thou  art  not  io 
truth  honest,  thou  hast  all  the  better  chance  to  keep 
the  fame  of  it— the  title  and  the  thing  itself  have  loag 
walked  separate  ways.  Farewell  to  thee,— and  Cue- 
well  to  fair  Woodstock  I" 

So  saying,  the  old  knight  turned  round,  and.  polliiig 
his  daughter's  arm  through  his  own,  they  walked  on- 
ward into  the  forest,  in  tne  same  mamoer  in  wfaiefa 
they  were  introduced  to  the  reader. 


CHAPTER  III. 

Now,  ye  wild  bladei,  that  make  looee  inos  yovslapb 
To  vapour  fbrth  ilip  anU  of  thii  nad  ace. 
8tout  Edcetiill  fifiht.  the  Newborries  and  the  Weal, 
And  northern  ctaiilieii,  wliere  jou  itill  fouirtit  beet} 
Your  Mtranire  eacapea.  four  danger*  void  of  ftar. 
When  bulleta  flew  between  the  head  and  ear. 
Whether  yoa  foufht  by  Oamme  or  the  ^irit. 
Of  joQ  I  fpeak. 

Ugnd  ^  Capiam  Mm 

Joseph  Tomkins  and  Jolifib  the  keeper  remained  fir 
some  time  in  silence,  as  they  stood  together  lookuif 
along  the  path  in  which  the  figures  of  the  KnishtoC 
Ditchley  and  pretty  Mistress  Alice  had  disappeand 
behind  the  trees.  They  then  gazed  on  each  other  in 
doubt,  as  men  who  scarce  knew  whether  they  stood 
on  hostile  or  on  friendly  terms  together  and  wert  at 
a  loss  how  to  open  a  conversation.  Tney  heard  tbi 
knight's  whistle  summon  Bevis ;  but  though  thegood 
hound  turned  his  head  and  pricked  his  ears  at  tbs 

*-  The  keeper'*  fnllowers  in  the  New  Forest  are  e^lsd  il 
popular  langUMfe  laf ged  Kobbioa. 
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•oand,  yet  he  dm  not  obev  the  call,  but  continued  to 
snuff  around  Joseph  TomKina'a  cloak. 

"  Thou  art  a  rare  one,  I  fear  me,"  said  the  keeper, 
lookin;;  to  his  new  acquaintance.  "I  have  heard  of 
men  who  have  chamis  to  stp^l  both  docra  and  deer." 
"Trouble  not  thyaelf  about  my  qualities,  friend," 
said  Joseph  Tomkins,  "  but  bethink  thee  of  doing  thy 
jnaster'a  bidding." 

Joceline  did  not  immediately  answer,  but  at  length, 
an  if  in  aign  of  truce,  stuck  the  end  of  his  quarterstatt 
opriKht  in  the  ground,  and  leant  upon  it  as  he  said 
KTufi)y,— "  So,  my  lough  old  knight  and  you  were  at 
drawn  bilbo,  by  way  of  afternoon  service,  sir  preacher 
— Well  for  you  I  came  not  up  till  the  blades  were 
done  jingling,  or  I  had  rung  even-song  upon  your 
paie.'*^ 

The  Independent  smiled  grimly  as  he  replied^  "  Nay, 
friend,  it  is  well  for  thyself,  for  never  should  sexton 
have  been  belter  paid  for  the  knell  he  tolled.  Never- 
theless, why  should  there  be  war  betwixt  us,  or  my 
hand  be  against  thee?  Thou  art  but  a  poor  knave, 
doing  thy  master^s  order,  nor  have  I  any  desire  that 
iny  own  blood  or  thine  should  be  shed  touching  this 
matter  Thou  art,  I  understand,  to  give  me  peaceful 
possession  of  the  Palace  of  Woodstock,  so  called— 
though  there  is  now  no  palace  in  England,  no,  nor 
Bhair  be  m  the  days  that  ccme  after,  until  wc  shall 
enter  the  palace  of  the  New  Jerusalem,  and  the  reign 
of  the  Saints  shall  commence  on  earth." 

"Pretty  well  begun  already,  friend  Tomkins,"  said 
the  keeper ;  "  you  are  little  short  of  being  kings  al- 
ready upon  the  matter  as  it  now  stands ;  and  for  your 
Jerusalem  I  wot  not,  but  Woodstock  is  a  pretty  nest- 
egg  to  begin  with.— Well,  will  you  shog— will  you  on 
—will  vou  take  sasine  and  livery?— you  heard  my 
orders." 

"Umph— I  know  not,"  said  Tomkins.  "I  must 
beware  of  ambuscades,  and  I  am  alone  here.  More- 
over it  is  the  High  Thanksgiving  appointed  bv  Par- 
liament, and  owned  to  by  the  army— also  the  old  man 
and  the  young  woman  may  want  to  recover  some  of 
their  clothes  and  personal  property,  and  I  would  not 
that  they  were  balked  on  my  account.  Wherefore, 
if  thou  wilt  deliver  me  possession  to-morrow  morn- 
ing, it  shall  be  done  in  personal  presence  of  my  own 
followers,  and  of  the  Presbyterian  man  the  Mayor,  so 
that  the  transfer  may  be  made  before  witnesses; 
-whereas,  were  there  none  with  us  but  thou  to  deliver, 
and  1  to  take  possession,  the  men  of  Belial  might  say. 
Go  to,  Trusty  Tomkins  hath  been  an  Edomite — 
Honest  Jo<.^  hath  been  as  an  Ishmaelite,  rising  up  early 
and  dividing  the  spoil  with  them  that  servea  the  Man 
—yea,  they  that  wore  beards  and  green  jerkins,  as  in 
lememhrance  of  the  Man  and  of  his  government." 

Joceline  tixed  his  keen  dark  eyes  upon  the  soldier 
as  he  spokh,  as  if  in  design  to  discover  whether  there 
was  fair  play  in  his  mind  or  not  He  then  applied  his 
five  fingers  to  scratch  a  large  shock  head  of  hair,  as 
if  that  ofwration  was  necessary  to  enable  him  to  come 
to  a*conclusion.  "  This  is  all  fair  sounding,  brother," 
said  he  ,*  "  hut  I  tell  you  plainly,  there  are  some  silver 
mugs,  and  platters,  and  Mgons,  and  so  forth,  in  yon- 
der house,  which  have  survived  the  general  sweep 
that  sent  all  our  plate  to  the  smel ting-pot,  to  put  our 
knight's  inxip  on  horseback.  Now,  if  thou  takest 
not  thette  ofl'  mv  hand,  I  may  come  to  trouble,  since 
it  may  be  thought  1  have  minished  their  numbers.- 

Whereas,  I  being  as  honest  a  fellow** 

•'  As  ever  stole  venison,"  said  Tomkins—"  nay,  I  do 
owe  thi#  an  interruption." 

*'C»o  to,  then,"  replied  the  keeper:  "if  a  stag  may 
have  come  to  mischance  in  my  walk,  it  was  no  way 
in  the  course  of  dishonesty,  but  merely  to  ki*ep  my 
old  dame's  pan  from  rustmg ;  but  for  silver  porrin- 
feers.  tnnkardn,  and  such  like,  1  would  as  soon  have 
drunk  the  melted  silver,  as  stolen  the  vessel  made  out 
of  it.  So  that  I  would  not  wish  blame  or  suspicion  fell 
on  me  m  tlii.s  matter.  And  therefore,  if  you  will  have 
the  tlungH  remlered  even  now,— why  so— and  if  not, 
bold  mo  blameless." 

"Ay,  tnily?'  said  Tomkins;  "and  who  is  to  hold 
me  blanulesa,  if  they  should  sec  cause  to  think  any 
thing  minished  ?  ISot  the  right  worshipful  CDmmis- 
nonera,  to  whom  the  property  of  tho  estate  is  oa  their 
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own ;  therefore,  as  thou  say'st,  we  most  walk  warily 
in  the  matter.  To  lock  up  the  bouse  and  leave  it, 
were  but  the  work  of  simple  ones.  What  say'st  thoa 
to  spend  the  night  there^  and  then  nothinjz  can  be 
touched  without  the  knowledge  of  us  both  ?^ 

"Why,  concerning  that  "  answered  the  keeper,  "I 
should  be  at  my  hut  to  make  matters  somewhat  con- 
formable for  the  old  knight  and  Mistress  Alice,  for 
my  old  dame  Joan  is  something  dunny,  and  w21 
scarce  know  how  to  manage— and  yet,  to  speak  the 
truth,  by  the  mass  I  woukl  rather  not  see  Sir  Heniy 
to-night,  since  what  has  happened  to-day  hath  roused 
his  spleen,  and  it  is  a  peradventure  he  mav  have  mei 
Bometh'uig  at  the  hut  which  will  scarce  tend  to  cool  it." 

"It  is  a  pity,"  said  Tomkin^  "that,  being  a  gen- 
tleman of  such  grave  and  goodly  presence,  he  should 
be  such  a  malignant  cavalier,  aud  that  he  should,  like 
the  rest  of  that  generation  of  vipers,  have  dolhed 
himself  with  curses  as  with  a  garment.'* 

"Which  is  as  much  as  to  say,  the  tough  old  knight 
hath  a  habit  of  swearing,"  said  the  keeper,  grinnuoff 
at  a  pun,  which  has  been  repeated  since  his  time; 
"but  whTo  can, help  it?  it  comes  of  use  and  wont 
Were  you  now,  in  your  bodily  self,  to  light  suddenly  on 
a  Maypole,  with  all  the  blithe  morris-dancers  pranc- 
ing around  it  to  the  merry  pipe  and  tabor,  with  bells 
jingling,  ribands  fluttering,  Inds  frisking  and  laugh- 
ing, lasses  leaping  till  you  might  see  where  the  scar- 
let garter  fastened  the  light-blue  hose,  I  think  some 
feehng,  resembling  either  natural  sociality,  or  old  uae 
and  wont,  would  get  the  better,  friend,  even  of  thy 
pavity,  and  thou  wouldst  flins  thy  cuckoldy  steeple- 
hat  one  way,  and  that  blood-thirsty  long  sword  ano- 
ther, and  trip,  like  the  noodles  of  Hogs-Norton,  wbiea 
the  pigs  play  on  the  organ." 

The  Inde(.>endcnttumc-d  fiercely  round  on  thekeeiF 
er,  and  replied^  "  How  now,  Mr.  Green  Jerkji  7  what 
language  is  this  to  one  whose  hand  is  at  the  plough? 
I  advise  thee  to  put  curb  on  thy  tongue,  lest  thy  rihs 
pay  the  forfeit" 

Nay,  do  not  take  the  high  lone  with  me,  brother." 
answered  Joceline ;  "  remember  thou  hast  not  the  old 
knight  of  sixty-five  to  deal  with,  but  a  fellow  as  bit* 
tcr  and  prompt  as  thyself— it  may  be  a  little  more  so 
younger,  at  all  events— and  prithee,  whv  shooldst 
thou  take  such  umbrage  at  a  Ma}!)^^  I  would 
thou  hadst  known  one  Phil  Hazeldine  of  these  parts 
—He  was  the  best  morris-dancer  betwixt  Oxford  and 
Burford." 

"The  more  shame  to  him,"  answered  the  Inde- 
pendent; "and  I  tnist  he  has  seen  the  error, of  hii 
ways,  and  made  himself  (as,  if  a  man  of  action,  be 
easily  might)  fit  for  better  company  than  wood- 
hunters,  deer-stealors,  Maid  Marions,  swash-buck- 
lers, deboshed  revellers,  bloody  brawlers,  maskers 
and  mummers,  lewd  men  ana  If'^l  women,  fools 
and  fiddlers,  and  carnal  self-pleasersc^  every  descrip- 
tion." 

"  Well,"  replied  the  keeper,  "you  are  out  0*"  breath 
in  time :  for  here  wc  stand  before  the  famoub  May- 
pole of  Woodstock." 

They  paused  in  an  op(*n  space  of  mcadow-latv^i, 
beautifully  skirted  by  large  oaks  and  sycamores,  one 
of  which,  as  king  of  the  jforest.  stood  a  little  detached 
from  the  rest,  as  if  scorning  the  vicinity  of  any  rival 
It  was  scathcKl  and  gnarled  in  the  branches,  but  the 
immense  trunk  still  showed  to  what  gigantic  size  the 
monarch  of  the  forest  can  attain  in  the  groves  of 
merry  England. 

"That  is  called  the  King's  oak,"  said  Joceline | 
"  the  oldest  mm  of  Woodstock  know  not  how  old  it 
is;  they  say  Henry  used  to  sit  under  it  with  fair  Ro- 
samond, and  see  the  lasses  dnnce,  and  the  lads  of  the 
village  run  races,  and  wrestle  for  belts  or  bonnets.'* 

"I  nothing  doubt  it,  friend,"  said  Tomkins;  "a 
tyrant  and  a  harlot  were  fitting  patron  and  patroness 
for  such  vanities." 

"  Thou  mayst  say  thy  say,  friend,"  rer'ied  the  keeper, 
"so  thou  leltest  me  say  mine.  There  stands  the 
Mnn>^)le,  as  thou  S(.>.est,  half  a  flight-shot  from  the 
Kmg  B  Oak  in  the  midst  of  the  meadow.  The  KioK 
gave  ten  shillings  from  the  customs  of  Wood»5t4»ck  to 
makes  new  one  yearl).  besides  a  tri-e  fitted  for  the 
purpose  out  of  the  forcbU  Now  it  is  warped,  and 
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^  Vou  may  say  your  pleanire,**  rvplied  the  l^e^crj 


withered,  and  twisted,  like  a  wasted  brier-fod.    The  |  .      ,  .  ■    -  r ^ 

grvon,  too,  usod  to  be  clo!«e-ahaved,  and  rolled  till  it  j  "I'll  never  contradict  a  roan  who  has  got  my  I 

was  smooth  as  a  velvet  mantle— now  it  is  rough  and  \  under  his  belt.    Our  backs  are  at  the  wall,  or  yos 

"  would  not  be  here." 

"  Nay,  friend,"  said  the  Independent,  **  tbou  riskeK 
nothing  by  thy  freedom  and  trust  in  me.  I  can  be 
bon  camarado  to  a  good  soldier,  althoujgfa  I  haw 
striven  with  him  even  to  the  going  down  oithe  sun.— 
But  here  we  are  in  front  of  the  Lodge." 
They  stood  accordingly  in  front  of  the  old  Gothie 


overgrown. 

"  Well,  well,  friend  Joceline,"  said  the  Independ- 
ent, "but  where  was  the  edification  of  all  this— 
what  use  of  doctrine  could  be  derived  from  a  pipe  and 
tabor  7  or  was  there  ever  aught  like  wisdom  m  a  bag- 

I  inp  1" 

"You  may  ask  better  scholars  that,"  said  Joce- 1  , _, 

Jne;  "hut  methinks  men  cannot  be  alwa)'s  gravt>  ^  building,  irregularlyconstructed,  and  at  different  times, 
and  with  the  hat  over  their  brow.  A  young  maiden  |  as  the  humour  of  the  English  monarchs  led  them  lo 
will  laimh  as  a  tender  flower  will  blow— ay,  and  a  laiJ  taste  the  pleasures  of  Woodstock  Chase,  and  to  make 
will  like  her  the  better  for  it ;  just  as  the  same  blithe:  such  improvements  for  their  own  accommodation  at 
Spring  that  makes  the  young  birds  whistle,  bids  th^  tho  increasing  I'lxury  of  each  age  required.  The 
buthe  fawns  skip.  There  have  come  worse  days  sine  oldent  part  of  the  structure  hod  been  named  by  tiadi- 
the  iylly  old  times  have  gone  by :— I  tell  thee,  that  in  tion  Fair  R4)samond's  Tower;  it  was  a  amali  turret 
the  nolydays  which  you,  Mr.  l^ngsword,  have  put  <  of  great  height,  with  narrow  windows,  and  walls  of 
down,  I  have  seen  this  greensward  alive  with  merry  I  massive  thickness.    The  tower  had  no  opening  lo 


maidens  and  manly  feUows.  The  g'xxl  old  rector 
himself  thought  it  was  no  sin  to  come  for  a  while  anr I 
look  on,  and  nis  goodly  cassock  and  scarf  kept  us  all 
in  good  ortler,  and  taught  us  to  limit  our  mirth  with- 
in the  bounds  of  discnrtion.    We  might,  it  may  be^ 


the  ground,  or  means  of  descending,  a  great  part  of 
the  Tower  portion  being  solid  mason- work.  It  wai 
traditionally  said  to  have  been  accessible  only  bv  a 
sort  of  small  drawbridge,  which  might  be  drop{)eo  at 
pleasure  from  a  little  portal  near  the  summit  of  the 


crack  a  broad  jest,  orpl-dge  a  friendly  cup  a  turn  \wy  '  turret,  to  the  battlements  of  another  tower  of  the 
often,  but  it  was  in  mirth  and  good  neighbourhood-  same  construction,  but  twenty  feet  lower,  and  con- 
Ay,  and  if  there  was  a  bout  at  single-stick,  or  a  belly  taining  onlv  a  winding  staircase^ called  in  Woodstock 
fill  of  boxing,  it  was  all  for  love  and  kindness :  ani?  Love's  Laadcr ;  because  it  is  said,  that  by  ascending 
better  a  few  dry  blows  in  drink,  than  the  bloody  do-  this  staircase  to  tht;  top  of  the  tower,  and  then  mak- 
ing use  of  the  drawbridge,  Henry  obtained  acceei  to  the 
chamber  of  his  paramour. 

This  tradition  had  been  keenly  impugned  by  Dr. 
Rocheolifte,  the  former  rector  of  Woodstock,  whe 


md  if  there  was  a  bout  at  single-stick.  or  a  belly 

'  boxing,  it  was  all  for  love  and  kindness:  ani? 
.  r  a  few  dry  blows  in  drink,  than  the  blooay  do- 
ings we  have  had  in  sober  earnest,  since  tho  presby^ 
ters  cap  got  above  the  bishop's  mitre,  and  we  cx- 
changea  our  goodly  rectors   and  learned  doctors, 

whoso  sermons  were  all  bolstered  up  with  as  much    <»7«  .•<:;«  nuc^,   iuo  n/unvi  ■«.«.>»!  wi   *tvvmc.v«.»,  »u» 
Grreek  and  Latin  as  might  have  confounded  the  devil  I  insisted,  that  what  was  called  Rosamond's  Towei; 


himself,  for  weavers  and  cobblers,  and  such  other 
pulpit  volunteers,  as— as  we  heard  this  morning— It 
will  out." 

"Well,  friend,"  said  the  Independent,  with  patience, 
scarcely  to  have  been  expected,  "I  quarrel  not  with 
thee  for  nauseating  my  doctrine.  If  thine  cor  is  sc> 
much  tickled  with  tabor  tunes  and  morris  tripping 
truly  it  is  not  likely  thou  shouldst  find  pleasant  savour 
in  more  wholesome  and  sober  food.— Rut  let  us  to 
the  Lodge,  that  we  may  go  about  our  business  there 
before  the  sun  sets." 

"Troth,  and  that  may  be  advisable  for  more  rea- 
sons than  one,"  said  the  keeper ;  "  for  there  have  bet-n 
tales  about  the  Loilge  which  have  made  men  afeard 
to  harbour  there  after  nijjhtfall." 

"  Were  not  yon  old  knight,  and  yonder  damsel  his 
daughter,  wont  to  dwell  there?"  said  the  Independent 
"My  information  said  so." 

"Av,  truly  did  they,"  said  Joceline;  "and  while  I 
they  Kepi  a  iolljr  household,  all  went  well  enough ;  • 
for  nothing  banishes  fear  like  good  ale.  But  after 
the  best  of^our  men  went  to  the  wars,  and  were  slain 
at  Nascby  fi^ht,  they  who  were  left  found  the  Lodge 
more  lonesotiie,  ana  the  old  knight  has  been  mucn 
deserted  of  his  servants :— marry,  it  might  Imj,  that  he 
has  lacked  silvtT  of  late  to  nay  ^room  and  lackey." 

"A  potential  reason  for  the  diminution  of  a  house- 
hold," said  the  soldier. 

"Right,  sir,  even  so,"  replied  the  keeper.  "They 
spoke  of  steps  in  the  great  galler>',  heard  by  dead  of 
the  night,  and  voices  that  whispered  at  noon  in  the 
matted  chambers;  and  the  servants  pretended  that 
these  things  scared  them  awnv;  but  in  my  poor  judg- 
ment, when  Martinmas  and  Whitsuntide  came  round 
without  a  pennv-fee,  the  old  bluc-boitles  of  serving- 
men  Ix'fran  to  tnink  of  creeping  elsewhere  before  the 
frost  chilled  them— No  devil  so  frij^htful  as  that  which 
dances  in  the  pocket  where  there  is  no  cross  to  keep 
him  out." 

"You  were  reduced,  then,  to  a  petty  household?" 
said  the  Independent. 

"  Ay,  marry,  were  we,"  said  Joceline :  "  but  wo  kept 
somo  half-srore  tosreiher,  whnt  with  blue-bottles  in 
il)»'  Lo(l:?e,  what  with  gn>en  caterpillars  of  the  chase, 
jlkeliirn  wiioi.^  yours  toconiniand;  \ye  stuck  tourer i her 
III)  we  found  a  rail  to  take  a  niorning*s  ride  somc- 
wlw'fp  or  other." 

"To   tho  town  of  Worcester,"   said  tho  soldier, 

wh-re  you  were  crushed  like  vermin  and  palmer , 

woTm9,  as  you  ore  ?"  J 


wQH  merely  an  interior  keep,  or  citadel,  to  which  die 
lonl  or  warden  of  the  castle  might  retreat,  when 
other  points  of  safety  failed  him ;  and  either  pro- 
tract his  defence,  or  at  the  worst,  stiptilate  for  rea- 
sonable terms  of  surrender.  The  people  of  Wood- 
stock, jealous  of  their  ancient  traditions,  did  not 
relish  this  new  mode  of  explaining  them  away; 
and  it  is  even  said,  that  the  Mayor,  whom  we  have 
already  introduced,  became  Presbyterian  in  revenge 
of  the  doubts  cast  by  the  rector  upon  this  imporunt 
Bubj^'ct,  rather  choosing  to  give  up  the  Liturgy  thaa 
his  fixed  belief  in  Rosamond's  Tower,  and  Love'i 
Ladder. 

The  rest  of  the  Lodge  was  of  considerable  extent, 
and  of  different  ages;  compnehending  a  nest  of  litde 
courts,  surrounded  by  builaings  which  corresponded 
with  each  other,  sometimes  within -doors,  somedmei 
by  crossing  the  courts,  and  frcouently  in  both  ways. 
The  diflerent  heights  of  the  buildings  announced 
'  that  they  could  only  be  connected  by  the  usuil 
variety  of  staircases,  which  exercised  the  limbs  of  our 
ancestors  in  the  sixteenth  and  earlier  centuries,  and 
M.Tm  sometimes  to  have  been  contrived  for  no  other 
Dumose. 

The  varied  and  multiplied  fronts  of  this  irregular 
building  were,  as  Dr.  Rochccliffe  was  wont  to  say,  an 
Jibsolute  banquet  to  the  architectural  antiquar>',  as 
rhey  certainly  contained  specimens  of  every  style 
which  existed,  from  the  pure  Norman  of  Henry  of 
Anjou,  down  to  the  composite,  half  Grothic  half  clas- 
■^ical  architecture  of  Elizabeth  and  her  successor. 
Accorrlingly,  the  rector  was  himself  as  much  enamour^ 
rjd  of  Woodstock  as  ever  was  Henry  of  Fair  Ri»5a- 
mond ;  and  as  his  intimacy  with  Sir  Henry  Lee  per- 
mitted him  entrance  at  all  times  to  the  Royal  Lodce, 
he  used  to  spend  whole  day?  in  wandering  about  the 
antique  apartments,  examining,  measuring,  studying 
and  finding  out  excellent  reasons  for  architectural 
jieculiarities,  which  probably  oij|y  owed  their  exist- 
^^nce  tc  the  freakish  rancy  of^a  Gothic  artist.  But  the 
Hild  antiquarian  had  been  expelled  from  his  living  by 
the  intolerance  and  troubles  of  the  times,  and  his  euo- 
'^ssor,  Nehemiah  Holdcnough,  wouH  nave  consid- 
^red  an  elalwrate  investigation  of  the  profane  sculp- 
ture and  architecture  of  blinded  ana  blood-thirsty 
Papists,  toiri'thcr  with  the  history  of  the  dissolute 
amours  of  old  Norman  monarchs,  as  little  better  than 
n  bowing  down  before  the  calves  of  Bethel,  and  a 
tfrinking  of  the  cup  of  abominations. — We  letum  to 
the  coarse  of  our  story. 
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"  Th.Tf:  iR,"  said  rhf  Indoprndcnl  Tomkin!*,  nffer 
he  h:n!  C5in:fully  j>eriis«tl  ihr  front  of  the  biiiliiin^, 
"  m.'iny  a  i;in-  iiionunit  nt  of  olden  wickctlnrss  ab<Mii 
this*  inisoalltl  Ri>vnl  Lj>d«»- ;  verily,  I  !*hnll  rejoiite 
mxirlx  to  .*e«  the  ^snmedeBtroved,  yen.  burned  to  asiiefs 
and  ;hc  uf^hvs  thrown  into  the  hrook  Kedron,  or  any 
other  hrook,  thut  the  land  niny  be  eleansed  from  the 
lueiiiory  thcrtof,  neither  n'nieniher  the  iniquity  with 
whi'-h  their  fathers  have  sinned." 

The  keeper  heard  him  with  secret  indication,  and 
besrr.ii  to  consider  with  hinisolf,  whether,  as  they 
stood  IiKt  one  to  one,  and  without  chance  of  spi^edy 
intiffen-nce,  ho  was  not  called  upon,  by  his  olficial 
duty,  to  rusticate  the  rebel  who  used  lan^ua^e  w} 
defanintory.  But  he  fortunately  recollected,  that  the 
stnfo  mu8t  be  a  doubtful  one— that  the  advanias^e  of 
arms  was  against  him— and  that,  in  especial,  even  if 
be  ehould  succeed  in  the  combat,  it  would  be  at  the 
risk  of  severe  retaliation.  It  must  be  owned,  too, 
thnt  ihcre  was  something  about  the  Independent  so 
dark  and  mysterious,  so  grim  and  grave,  that  the 
more  open  spirit  of  the  kec|>er  felt  oppressed,  and,  if 
iM>t  ovtrawed,  at  least  kept  in  doubt  concerning  him  ; 
and  he  thought  it  wi!*est,  as  well  as  safest,  for  his 
Diasti  r  and  himself,  to  avoid  all  subjects  of  dispute, 
and  know  better  with  whom  he  was  dealing,  before 
he  made  either  friend  or  enemy  of  him. 

The  ;jreat  gate  of  the  Lodge  was  stronfilv  bolir^l, 
but  the  wicket  opened  on  JoceHne's  rainitiL'  int  Inteh. 
There  was  a  short  passage  of  ten  feet,  which  hud 
be<n  formerly  closed  by  a  portcullis  at  tbp  inner  end, 
wlijle  thrt-e  loopholes  ofwned  on  either  mile,  throuj^h 
whifh  any  danng  intnider  might  Ik?  Hnn(>yi'<f,  wlio, 
havirii;  aurpriwHl  the  first  gate,  must  b**  tbi>!4  rxprjseJ 
to  a  aewry  fire  l>efore  he  could  force  thi'  hF;r,>rKi,  But 
the  innehinery  of  the  portcullis  was  damaged,  and  it 
now  nmaine'd  a  fixture,  brandishing  its  jaw,  well 
furnished  with  iron  fangs,  but  incapable  of  dropping 
it  aero^H  the  path  of  invasion. 

The  way,  therefore,  lay  open  to  the  great  hall  or 
onti^  vestibule  of  the  Lodge.  One  end  of  this  long 
and  du!<ky  apartment  was  entirely  occupied  by  a  gaU 
1er>',  which  had  in  ancient  times  s<.>rved  to  accommo- 
dact- the  musicians  and  minstrels.  There  was  a  clumsy 
Btaircnso  at  either  side  of  it.  comiXMied  of  entire  logs 
of  a  foot  ."^uare ;  and  iti  each  angle  of  the  ascent  was 
plarid,  by  way  of  sentinel,  the  figure  of  a  Norman 
foot-sold icr,  having  an  open  casque  on  his  head,  which 
displayt^d  features  as  stern  as  the  painter's  genius 
could  devise.  Their  arms  w;ere  bufi'-jackeis,  or  shirts 
of  mail,  round  bucklers,  with  spikes  in  the  centre, 
and  buskins  which  adorned  and  defended  the  feet 
and  ankles,  but  left  the  knees  bare.  These  wooden 
wnniers  hrld  great  swords,  or  maces,  in  their  hands, 
hke  niiiiiary  guards  on  duty.  Many  an  empty  hook 
and  hniee,  along  the  walls  of  the  gloomy  apartme'nt. 
marked  the  spots  from  which  arms,  long  preserved 
as  trophies,  had  been,  in  the  pressure  of  the  wnr,  once 
more  taken  down  to  do  service  in  the  field,  like  vete- 
rans whom  extremity  of  danger  recalls  to  battle.  On 
oihrr  nisiy  fastenings  were  still  displayed  the  hunt- 
ing trophies  of  the  monarchs  to  whom  the  Lodge  be- 
longed, and  of  the  silvan  knights  to  whose  care  it 
had  been  from  time  to  time  confided. 

At  the  nether  end  of  the  hall,  a  huge,  heavy,  stone- 
wrought  chimney-piece  projected  itself  ten  feet  from 
the  wall,  adorned  with  many  a  cipher,  and  many  a 
scutcheon  of  the  Royal  House  of  England.  In  its 
|vt*iH>nt  state,  it  yawned  like  the  arched  mouth  of  a 
fiineral  vault,  or  piThaps  might  be  compared  to  the 
crater  of  an  extinguished  volcano.  But  the  sable 
complexion  of  the  massive  stone- work,  and  all  around 
it,  showed  that  the  time  had  been  when  it  sent  its 
huge  fires  blazing  up  the  huge  chimney,  besides  pufT- 
ing  many  a  volume  of  smoke  over  the  heads  of  the 
jovial  guests,  whose  royalty  or  nobility  did  not  render 
them  sensitive  enough  to  quarrel  with  such  slight  in- 
convenience. On  these  occasions,  it  was  the  tradi- 
tion of  the  house,  that  two  cart-loads  of  wood  was 
the  rt^gulnr  allowance  for  the  fire  between  noon  and 
curf*  w,  and  the  andirons,  or  dogs,  as  they  were  ternu-d, 
onnstriicicd  for  retaining  the  blazing  firewood  on  the 
hearth,  were  wrought  in  the  shape  of  lions  of  such 
gigantic  size,  a«  might  well  warrant  the  legend.  There 


I  were  long  seats  of  stone  within  the  chimney,  where, 
in  despite  of  the  tremendous  heat,  monarchs  were 
sometimes  said  to  have  taken  their  station,  and 
amused  themselves  with  broiling  the  umble»^  or  dow- 
8cU,  of  the  deer,  upon  the  glowing  emb'  rs,  with  their 
own  royal  hands,  when  happy  the  courtier  who  was 
inviieii  to  taste  the  royal  c<Mikery.  Traditbn  was 
here  also  ready  with  her  record,  to  show  what  merry 
gibes,  such  as  might  be  exchanf^ed  between  prince 
and  peer,  had  fiown  about  at  the  jolly  banquet  which 
followed  the  Michaelmas  hunt.  She  could  tell,  too. 
exactly,  where  King  Stephen  sat  when  he  darned 
'  his  own  princely  hose,  and  knew  most  of  the  old 
I  tricks  he  nad  put  upon  little  Winkin,  the  tailor  of 
Woodstock. 

Most  of  this  rude  revelry  belonged  to  the  Plan- 
tagenet  times.  When  the  bouse  of  Tudor  acceded 
to  the  throne,  they  were  more  chary  of  their  royal  pre- 
sence, and  feasted  in  halls  and  chambers  far  within, 
abandoning  the  outmost  hall  to  the  yeomen  of  the 
guard,  who  mounted  their  watch  there,  and  passed 
away  the  night  with  wassail  and  mirth,  exchanged 
sometimes  for  frightful  tales  of  apparitions  and  sorce- 
ries, which  made  some  of  those  grow  pale,  in  whofv 
ears  the  trumi>et  of  a  French  loeman  would  have 
sounded  as  jollily  as  a  summons  to  the  woodland 
chase. 

Ji>cidinc  pointed  out  the  peculiarities  of  the  place 
to  hia  elooiny  companion  more  briefly  than  we  nave 
delaiicS  I  hem  to  the  reader.  The  Independent  seem- 
ed to  lifitEi:!!  with  some  interest  at  first,  but,  fiingin;?  it 
suddenly  owide,  he  said,  in  a  solemn  tone,  "Pensh, 
Babylon,  atii  thy  master  Nebuchadnezzar  hath  perish- 
eii  J  Ifd  in  n  wanderer,  and  thou  shalt  be  a  waste 
place— yea,  and  a  wilderness— yea,  a  desert  of  salt,  in 
which  there  phall  be  thirst  and  famine." 

"Thf»rt'  is  like  to  bo  enough  of  both  to-night,"  said 
Jocdim\  "unless  the  good  knight's  lard'^r  be  somo- 
whn)  fiillf T  T^an  it  is  wont." 

"  We  must  care  for  thecrejiturc  comforts,"  said  the 
Independent,  ''but  in  due  season,  when  our  duties 
are  done.— Whither  lead  these  entrances?" 

"  That  to  tlkj  right,"  replied  the  keeper,  "  leads  to 
what  are  called  the  state-apartments,  not  used  since 
the  year  sixteen  hundred  and  tiiirty-nine,  when  his 
blessed  Majesty" 

"  How,  sir !  interrupted  the  Independent,  in  a 
voice  of  thunder,  "dost  tnou  speak  of  Charles  Stewart 
as  blessing,  or  blessed  7— beware  the  proclamation  to 
that  effect." 

"I  meant  no  harm,"  answered  the  keeper,  siip- 
pressing  his  disposition   to  make  a  harsher  reply. 

My  business  is  with  bolts  and  bucks,  not  with  titles 
and  stale  afi'airs.  But  yet,  whatever  may  have  hap- 
ped Kince,  that  poor  King  was  followed  with  blessings 
enough  from  Woodstock ;  for  he  left  a  glove  full  of 
broa<l  pieces  for  the  poor  of  the  place" 

"Peace,  friend,"  said  the  Independent j  "I  will 
think  thee  elsi*  one  of  those  besotted  and  blinded  Pap 
pists,  who  hold,  that  U'Stowing  of  alms  is  an  atone- 
ment and  washing  away  of  the  wrongs  and  oppres- 
sions which  have  been  wrought  by  the  almsgiver. 
Thou  sayest,  then,  these  were  the  apartments  of 
Charles  Stewart?" 

"  And  of  his  father,  Jameis  before  him,  and  Eliza- 
beth, before  him,  and  bluff  King  Henry,  who  buiided 
that  wing,  hefon*  them  all." 

"  And  there,  I  suppose,  the  knight  and  his  daughter 
dwelt?" 

"No,"  replied  Joceline;  "Sir  Henry  I..ee  had  too 
much  reverence  for— for  things  which  sre  now  thought 
worth  no  reverence  at  all— Besides,  the  state-rooms 
are  unaired,  and  in  indifferent  order,  since,  of  late 
years.  The  Knight  Ranger's  apartment  lies  by  that 
passage  to  the  leit." 

"  And  whither  goes  yonder  stair,  which  seems  both 
to  lead  upwards  and  downwanls?" 

"Upwards,"  replied  the  keeper,  "it  leads  to  many 
apartmenta,  used  for  vanous  purooses,  of  sleeping, 
and  other  accommodation.  Downwards,  to  the 
kitchen,  offices  and  vaults  of  the  castle,  which,  at 
this  time  of  the  evening,  you  cannot  see  without 
lights." 

"  We  will  to  the  apartmeou  of  yoor  knight,  then." 
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said  the  Independent  **  U  there  fitting  accommoda- 
tion there  T 

*'  Such  as  has  served  a  person  of  condition,  whose 
lodging  is  now  worse  apptnnted,"  answered  the  honest 
keeper,  his  bile  rising  so  fast  that  he  addtxl,  in  a  mut- 
tering and  inaudible  tone.  "  so  it  may  well  serve  a 
crop-eared  knave  like  thee." 

He  acted  as  the  asher,  however,  and  led  on  towards 
the  ranger's  apartments. 

This  suite  opened  by  a  short  passage  from  the  hall, 
secured  at  time  of  need  by  two  oaken  doors,  which 
could  be  fastened  by  large  bars  of  the  same,  that  were 
drawn  out  of  the  wall,  and  entered  into  square  holes, 
contrived  for  their  reception  on  the  other  side  of  the 
portal.  At  the  end  of  this  passage,  a  small  anteroom 
received  them,  into  which  openra  the  sitting  apart- 
ment of  the  good  knight— which,  in  the  style  of  the 
timea,  might  have  been  termed  a  fair  aummer  par- 
lour—lighted by  two  oriel  windows,  so  placed  as  to 
command  each  of  them  a  separate  avenue,  leading 
distant  and  deep  into  the  forest  The  principal  orna- 
ment of  the  apartment,  besides  two  or  three  family 
portraits  of  less  interest,  was  a  tall  full-length  pic- 
ture, that  hung  above  the  chimney-piece,  which,  like 
tnat  in  the  haliC  was  of  heavy  stone-work,  ornament- 
ed with  carved  scutcheons,  emblazoned  with  various 
devices.  The  portrait  was  that  of  a  man  about  fifty 
years  of  age,  in  complete  plate  armour^,  and  painted 
m  the  harsh  and  dry  manner  of  Holbem— probably, 
indeed,  the  work  or  that  artist,  as  the  dates  correa- 
ponded.    The  formal  and  marked  angles,  points,  and 

Erojections  of  the  armour,  were  a  good  subject  for  the 
arsh  pencil  of  that  early  school.  The  race  of  the 
knight  was.  from  the  fadmg  of  the  colours^  pale  and 
dim,  like  that  of  some  being  from  the  other  world, 
yet  the  lines  expressed  forcibly  pride  and  exulta- 
tion. 

He  pointed  with  his  leading-staff,  or  truncheon,  to 
the  background,  where,  in  such  perspective  as  the 
artist  possessed,  were  depicted  the  remains  of  a  burn- 
ing church,  or  monastery,  and  four  or  five  soldiers,  in 
red  cassocka,  bearing  away  in  triumph  what  seemed 
a  brazen  font  or  laver.  Above  their  heads  might  be 
traced  in  scroll,  "  Lee  victor  sic  voluit"  Right  oppo- 
site to  the  picture,  hung,  in  a  niche  in  the  wall,  a  com- 
plete set  of  tilting  armpur,  the  black  and  gold  colours, 
and  ornaments  of  which,  exactly  corresponded  with 
those  exhibited  in  the  portrait 

The  picture  was  one  of  those  which,  from  some- 
thing maikcnl  in  the  features  and  expression,  attract 
the  observation  even  of  those  who  are  ignorant  of  art 
The  Independent  looked  at  it  until  a  smile  passed 
transiently  over  his  clouded  brow.  Whether  he 
smiled  to  see  the  grim  old  cavalier  employed  in  dese- 
crating a  religious  house— (an  occupation  much  con- 
forming to  the  practice  of  his  own  sect)— whether  he 
smiled  in  contempt  of  the  old  painter's  harsh  and 
dry  mode  of  working— or  whether  the  sif^ht  of  this 
remarkable  portrait  revived  some  other  ideas,  the 
ondcrkeeper  could  not  decide. 

The  smile  passed  away  in  an  infltant,  as  the  soldier 
looked  to  the  oriel  windows.  The  rec^tives  wirhin 
them  were  raised  a  step  or  two  (mm  the  wall.  1  n  one 
was  placed  a  walnut-tree  reaiJin^-desk,  &nd  n  hu^c 
stufied  arm-chair,  covered  with  S^nniah  leather  A 
little  cabinet  stood  beside,  with  sortif)  of  ju  ehutrk'S 
and  drawers  open,  displayinjg  howk-bellft,  dog-whis- 
tles, instruments  for  trimming  fnlcon's  fGatht^fs,  bri- 
dle-bits of  various  constructict^i^  and  other  triSea 
connected  with  silvan  sport. 

The  other  little  recess  was  differently  furnished. 
There  lay  some  articles  of  needle  work  on  a  small 
table,  beside  a  lute,  with  a  book  having  some  airs 
written  down  in  it,  and  a  frame  for  working  embroid- 
ery. Some  tapestry  was  displayed  around  the  recess, 
with  more  attention  to  ornament  than  was  visible 
in  the  rest  of  the  apartment ;  the  arrangement  of  a 
few  bov-pots,  with  such  flowers  as  the  fading  season 
afRmled,  showed  also  the  superintendence  of  female 
taste. 

Tomkins  cast  an  eye  of  careless  regard  upon  these 
subjects  of  female  occupation,  then  stepped  into  the 
farther  window,  and  began  to  turn  the  leaves  of  a 
foiio,  which  lay  open  on  the  reading-desk,  apparently 


with  some  interest  Joceline,  who  had  deterniinea 
to  watch  his  motions  without  interfering  with  them, 
was  standing  at  some  distance  in  dej«;ted  silence, 
when  a  door  behind  the  tapestry  suddenly  opened, 
and  a  pretty  village  maid  tripped  out  with  a  napkin 
in  her  nana,  as  if  she  had  been  about  some  bouss 
hold  duty. 

"  How  now.  Sir  Impudence  T'  she  said  to  Joce- 
line, in  a  smart  tone ;  "what  do  you  here  prowl- 
ing about  the  apartments  when  the  master  is  not  at 
home  ?" 

But  instead  of  the  answer  which  perhaps  she 
expected,  Joceline  Joliffe  cast  a  mournful  glance 
towards  the  soldier  in  the  oriel  window,  as  if  to 
make  what  he  said  fully  intelligible,  and  replied 
with  a  dejected  appearance  and  voice,  "  Alack,  my 
pretty  Phoebe,  there  come  those  here  that  have  more 
right  or  might  than  any  of  ua,  and  will  use  little  cere- 
mony in  coming  when  they  will,  and  staying  whils 
they  please." 

He  darted  another  glance  at  Tomkins,  who  still 
seemed  busy  with  the  hook  before  him,  then  sidled 
close  to  the  astonished  girl  who  had  continued  kwking 
alternately  at  the  keeper  and  at  the  stranger,  as  if  she 
had  been  unable  to  understand  the  words  of  the  first, 
or  to  comprehend  the  meaning  of  the  second  being 
present 

"  Go,"  whispered  Joliffe,  approaching  his  mouth 
so  near  her  cheek,  that  his  brvath  waved  the  curls 
of  her  hair ;  "  go,  my  dearest  Phoebe,  trip  it  as  fast 
as  a  fawn  down  to  my  lodge— I  will  soon  be  then, 
and" 

*'  Your  lodge,  indeed  V*  said  Phcebe ;  "  yon  are  vny 
bold,  for  a  poor  killbuck  that  never  fnghtened  any 
thing  before  save  a  dun  deer— Your  lodlge,  indeedH- 
I  am  like  to  go  there,  I  think." 

"  Hush,  hush !  PhcBbe— here  is  no  time  for  Jesting. 
Down  to  my  hut  I  say,  like  a  deer,  for  the  knight  and 
Mrs.  Alice  are  both  there,  and  I  fear  will  not  reium 
hither  again.— All's  naught  girl— and  our  evil  dajrs 
are  come  at  last  with  a  vengeance— we  are  fairly  it 
bav  and  fairly  hunted  down.^' 

"Can  this  be,  Joceline?"  said  the  poor  girl,  ton- 
ing to  the  keeper  with  an  expression  of  fright  in  ber 
countenance,  which  ahe  had  hitherto  a^rerted  in  noil 
coQuetry. 

As  sure,  my  dearest  Phcebe,  as" 

The  rest  of  the  asseveration  was  lost  in  Phobe^i 
ear,  so  closely  did  the  keeper's  lips  approach  it ;  and  if 
they  approached  so  very  near  as  to  touch  her  cheek, 

Prief,  like  impatience,  hath  its  privileges,  and  poor 
hoebe  had  enough  of  serious  alarm  to  prevent  bsr 
from  demurring  upon  such  a  trifle. 

But  no  trifle  was  the  approach  of  Joccline's  lips  to 
Phcebe's  pretty  though  sunburnt  cheek,  in  theesnma- 
tion  of  the  Independent,  who,  a  little  before  the  object 
of  Joceline's  vigilance,  nad  been  more  lately  in  nis 
turn  the  observer  of  the  keeper's  demeanour,  so  soon 
as  the  interview  between  Phcebe  and  him  had  be- 
come so  interesting.  And  when  he  remarked  the 
closeness  of  Joceline's  argument  he  raised  his  voice 
to  a  pitch  of  harshness  that  would  have  rivalled  that 
of  an  ungreased  and  rusty  saw,  and  which  at  ones 
made  Joceline  and  Phoebe  n)ring  six  feet  apart  each 
in  contrary  directions,  and  it  Cupid  was  of  the  party, 
must  have  sent  him  out  at  the  window  like  a  wild- 
duck  flying  from  a  culverin.  Instantly  throwing 
himself  into  the  attitude  of  a  preacher  and  a  reprover 
of  vice,  "  How  now !"  he  exclaimed,  *^  shameless  and 
impudent  as  you  arc!- What— chambering  and  wanu 
onmg  m  our  very  presence !— How — would  you  play 
your  pranks  before  the  stcMrard  of  the  Commissioneis 
of  the  High  Court  of  Parliament  ss  ye  would  in  a 
booth  at  the  fulsome  fair,  or  amidst  the  trappings  and 
tracings  of  a  profane  dancing-school,  where  the 
scoundrel  minstrels  make  their  ungodly  weapons 
to  squeak,  'Kiss  and  be  kind,  the  fiddler's  blind T 
—But  here,"  he  saki,  dealing  a  perilous  thump  upon 
the  volume—"  Here  is  the  Kinfi^  and  high  priest  of 
those  vices  and  follies  !— Here  is  he,  whom  men  of 
folly  profanely  coll  nature's  miracle !— Here  is  hei 
whom  princes  choose  for  their  cabinet-keeper,  and 
whom  maids  of  honour  take  for  their  bedftnluw' 
—Here  is  the  prime  teacher  of  fine  words,  foppeiv 
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mod  folly— Here !"— (dealing  another  thump npon  the 
vdame— and  oh  !  revered  of  the  Roxbur{;be,  it  was 
the  first  folio— beloved  of  the  Bannatync,  it  was 
Hemmiofln  and  Condel— it  was  the  editio  prineeps,) 
— "On  thee,*'  he  continued— " on  thee,  William 
Shakapeare,  I  charge  whatever  of  such  lawless  idle- 
ness and  immodest  folly  hath  defiled  the  land  since 
thy  day  r 

^  Bv  the  mass,  a  heavy  accusation,"  said  Joce- 
fine,  the  bold  recklessness  of  whose  temper  could 
not  be  long  overawed ;  "  Odds  pii]ikin&  is  our  mas- 
t€9^8  old  favourite.  Will  of  Stratford^  to  answer 
for  every  buss  that  has  been  snatched  since  James's 
time?— a  perilous  reckoning  trulv— but  I  wonder 
who  is  sponsible  for  what  lads  ana  lasses  did  before 
his  day  r^ 

"Scoff  not,'*  said  the  soldier,  "lest  I,  being  called 
thereto  by  the  voice  within  me,  do  deal  with  thee  as 
■  s«x>mer.  Verily  I  say,  that  since  the  devil  fell  from 
Heaven,  he  never  lacked  agents  on  earth  i  yet  no 
where  bath  he  met  with  a  wizard  having  such  in- 
finite power  over  men's  souls  as  this  pestilent  fellow 
Shakspeare.  Seeks  a  wife  a  foul  example  for  adul- 
tery, here  she  shall  find  it— Would  a  man  know  how 
to  train  hi»  fellow  to  be  a  murderer,  here  shall  he  find 
tutoring— Would  a  lady  marry  a  heathen  negro,  she 
shall  have  chronicled  example  for  it— Would  any  one 
scorn  at  his  Maker,  he  shad  be  furnished  with  a  jest 
in  this  book— Would  he  defy  his  brother  in  the  flesh. 
he  shall  be  accommodated  with  a  challenges-Would 
you  be  drunk,  Shakspeare  will  cheer  you  with  a  cup 
—Would  you  plunge  in  sensual  pleasures,  he  will 
soothe  you  to  indulgences  as  with  the  lascivious  sounds 
of  a  lute.  This,  I  say^  this  book  is  the  well  head  and 
source  of  all  those  evils  which  have  overrun  the  land 
like  a  torrent,  making  men  scofiers,  doubters,  deniers, 
mttrderers,  makebates,  and  lovers  of  the  wine-pot, 
haunting  unclean  placcsi  and  sitting  long  at  the  even- 
mg-wine.  Away  with  him,  away  with  him,  men  of 
England !  to  Tophet  with  his  wicked  book,  and  to 
the  vn\e  of  Hinnom  with  his  accursed  bones  I  Verily 
but  that  our  march  was  hasty  when  we  passed  Strat- 
ford, in  the  year  1G43,  with  Sir  William  Waller;  but 
that  our  march  was  nasty" 

"Because  Prince  Rupert  was  after  you  with  his 
cavaliers,"  muttered  the  incorrigible  Joceline. 

"  I  say,"  continued  the  zealous  trooper,  raising  his 
▼oice  and  extending  his  arm— "but  that  our  march 
was  by  command  hasty,  and  that  we  turned  not  aside 
in  our  riding,  closing  our  ranks  each  one  upon  the 
other  as  becomes  men  of  war,  I  had  torn  on  that 
day  the  bones  of  that  preceptor  of  vice  and  de- 
bauchery from  the  grave,  and  given  them  to  the  next 
dunghill.  I  would  have  made  liis  memory  a  scofTand 
«  hisjting!" 

"That  is  the  bitterest  thing  he  has  said  yet,"  ob- 
served the  keeper.  "Poor  Will  would  have  liked  the 
hissing  worse  than  all  the  rest." 

"Will  the  gentleman  say  any  more?"  inouired 
Phccbe  in  a  whisper.  "  Lack-a-day,  he  talks  brave 
words,  if  one  knew  but  what  they  meant  Rut  it  is  a 
mercy  our  good  knight  did  not  see  him  ruffle  the 
book  at  that  rate— Mercy  on  us,  there  would  certainly 
have  been  bloodshed.— But  oh  the  father— see  how  he 
is  twisting  his  face  about !"— Is  he  ill  of  the  colic, 
think'st  thou,  Joceline  7  Or,  may  I  ofier  him  a  glass 
at  strong  waters  7" 

"  Hark  thee  hither,  wench !"  aakl  the  keeper,  "  he 
is  but  loading  his  blunderbuss  for  another  volley ;  and 
while  he  turns  up  his  eyes,  and  twists  about  his  face, 
and  clences  his  fist,  and  snuffles  and  tramples  with 
his  feet  in  that  fashion,  he  is  bound  to  take  no 
notice  of  any  thing.  I  would  be  a  worn  to  cut  his 
purse,  if  he  had  one,  firom  his  side,  without  his  feel- 
ing it" 

La!  Joceline,"  said  Phcebe,  "and  if  he  abides 
here  in  this  turn  of  times,  I  dare  say  the  gentleman 
will  be  easily  served." 

"Care  not  thou  about  that,"  said  JoIifTe;  "but  tell 
me  softly  and  hastily,  what  is  in  the  pantry?" 

"Small  housekeeping  enough,"  said  Phcebe;  "a 
eold  capon  and  some  comfits,  and  the  great  standing 


venison  pasty,  with  plenty  of  ipice^a  manchet  or 
two  besides,  and  that  is  all." 

"Well,  It  will  serve  for  a  pinch— wrap  thy  ck)ak 
round  thy  comely  bodv— get  a  banket  and  a  brace  of 
trenchers  and  towels,  they  are  heinously  impoverished 
down  yonder— carry  down  the  capon  and  the  man- 
chets— the  pasty  must  abide  with  this  same  soldier 
and  me,  and  the  pie-crust  will  serve  us  for  bread." 

"  Rarely,"  said  Phcebe ;  "  I  made  the  pasty  myself 
—it  is  as  thick  as  the  walls  of  Fair  Roaamood's 
Tower." 

"  Which  two  pairs  of  jaws  would  be  long  in  gnaw- 
ing through,  work  hard  as  they  might, "^  aaid  the 
keeper.       But  what  liquor  is  there  7" 

"Only  a  bottle  of  Alicant,  and  one  of  sack,  with 
the  stone  jug  of  strong  waters."  answered  Phoebe. 

"Put  the  wine-fiasKs  into  thy  basket,"  said  Joce- 
line, "  the  knixht  must  not  lack  his  evening  draught— 
□  n[]  fi•>^^  \\^'.■'\^  I  ee  to  the  hut  like  a  lapwing.  Ther* 
i»  i-nrjirph  fr)r  simper,  and  to-morrow  is  a  new  day. — 
Ha  j  by  brfivt^n  I  thought  yonder  man's  eye  watched 
lUi— No— he  only  roUecfit  round  him  in  a  brown  study 
— Det-p  enoiiEfh  doubtless,  as  they  all  are.— Buid— n 
him,  ht;  riiudi  bi^  bottomless  if  I  cannot  sound  him 
before  the  nif?hi>out.— Hie  thee  away,  Phoebe." 

Bui  Phtt'l^e  w^s  a  rural  coquette,  and,  aware  that 
Joreline's  f<]tnfiiif>n  gave  him  no  advantage  of  aveng- 
iog  the  ctirti!.  Tiir  in  a  fitting  way,  she  whispered  m 
his  tftr,  "1>  think  our  knight's  friend^  Shak- 

speare, really  found  out  all  these  naughty  devices  the 
gentleman  spoke  of  7" 

Off  she  darted  while  ahe  spoke,  while  Jdffib 
menaced  future  vengeance  with  his  finger,  as  he  mut- 
tered, "  Go  thy  way,  Phcebe  Mayflower,  the  lightest^ 
footed  and  liffh test-hearted  wench  that  ever  tripped 
the  sod  in  Woodstock-park !— After  her,  Bevis,  and 
bring  her  safe  to  our  master  at  the  hut" 

The  large  grayhound  arose  like  a  human  servitor 
who  had  received  an  order,  and  followed  Phcsbe 
through  the  hall,  first  licking  her  hand  to  make  her 
sensible  of  bis  presence,  and  then  putting  himself  to 
a  slow  trot,  su  as  be8\  to  accommodate  himself  to  ths 
light  pace  of  her  whom  he  convoyed,  whom  Joceline 
had  not  extoll^  for  her  activity  without  due  reason. 
While  Phoebe  and  her  guardian  thiesd  the  forest 
glades,  we  return  to  the  Lodge. 

The  Independent  now  seemed  to  start  aa  if  from  a 
reverie.    "Is  the  young  woman  gone T  said  he. 

"Ay,  marry  is  she,"  said  the  keeper ;  "  and  if  yonr 
worship  hath  farther  commands,  you  must  rest  cod* 
tented  with  male  attendance." 

"  Commands— umph— I  think  the  damsel  might 
have  tarried  for  another  exhortation,"  said  the  sol- 
dier—" truly.  I  profess  my  mind  was  much  inclined 
toward  her  for  her  edification." 

"Oh,  sir,"  replied  Joliffe,  "she  will  be  at  church 
next  Sundav,  and  if  your  military  reverence  is  pleased 
asain  to  hold  forth  amongst  us,  she  will  have  use  of 
the  doctrine  with  the  rest  But  young  maidens  of 
these  parts  hear  no  private  homilies.— And  what  is 
now  your  pleasure  7  Will  vou  look  at  the  other  rooms^ 
and  at  the  few  plate  articles  which  have  been  lef^T" 

"Umph— no,"  said  the  Independent— "it  wears  late^ 
and  gets  dark— thou  hast  the  means  of  giving  us  beda^ 
friend  7" 

"  Better  you  never  slept  in,"  replied  the  keeper. 

"And  wood  for  a  fire,  and  a  light,  and  aome  small 
pittance  of  creature-comforts  for  refreshment  of  ths 
outward  man  7"  continued  the  soldier. 

"Without  doubt,"  replied  the  keeper,  displaying 
a  prudent  anxiety  to  gratify  this  important  peraonage. 

In  a  few  minutea  a  great  standing  candlestick  was 
placed  on  an  oaken  table.  The  niignty  venison  pasty, 
adorned  with  parsley,  was  placed  on  the  board  on  s 
clean  napkin :  the  stone  bottle  of  strong  waters  with  s 
blackjack  full  of  ale,  formed  comfortable  appendages  i 
and  to  this  meal  aat  down  in  social  manner  the  soU 
dier  occupying  a  great  elbow-chair,  and  the  keeper, 
at  his  invitation,  uamg  the  more  lowly  aocommodatxHi 
of  a  stool,  at  the  opposite  side  of  the  table.  Thus 
agreeably  employed,  our  history  leaves  them  for  ths 
present 


40* 


WOODSTOCK. 


TChakIV. 


CHAPTER  IV. 


-  Yon  path  of  (rrwnnwiinl 


Windtf  round  bf  *parry  frot  and  fay  pavilion  ; 
Tlime  is  no  flint  to  fall  *^y  tender  fottt. 
There'*  mady  ulieitcr  from  mcli  breczo,  or  ahower. 
But  duty  fuidea  not  that  way-icc  licr  utand, 
With  wabd  entwined  witli  amaranth,  near  yon  clifTi. 
Oft  u  here  ahe  leada  thy  Mood  iiiunt  mark  thy  footatepa, 
Oft  where  the  lead*  thy  head  mu«t  bear  the  atorm, 
And  tliy  clirunk  form  endure  licat,  cold,  and  hunger  ; 
But  i(he  will  guide  thee  up  to  noble  heightf. 
Which  he  who  raiiia  veema  native  of  the  tkj. 
While  earthly  things  he  atrpU:h'd  beneath  hia  feet. 
Ciminish'd,  shnink,  and  valueless —       itaMyawM. 
The  render  cannot  have  forpotten  that  after  his 
Muffle  with  the  commonwealth  soldier,  Sir  Henry 
Lee,  with  hia  daughter  Alice,  had  departed  to  take  re- 
fui?e  in  the  hut  of  the  stout  keeper  Joceline  JoliHc. 
They  walked  alow,  aa  before,  for  the  old  knight  was 
at  once  oppressed  by  perceivmg  the«e  last  vestiges  of 
royalty  fall  into  the  nandsof  republicans,  and  by  the 
recollection  of  his  recent  defeat    At  times  he  paused, 
and,  with  his  arms  folded  on  his  bosom,  recalled  all 
the  circumstances  attcndmg  hia  expulsion  from  a 
house  so  long  his  home.    It  seemed  to  him  that,  like 
the  champions  of  romance  of  whom  he  had  some- 
times read,  he  himself  was  retiring  from  the  post 
which  it  was  his  duly  to  guard,  defeated  by  a  Pnynim 
knight,  for  whom  the  adventure  had  been  reserved  by 
fate.    Alice  had  her  own  painful  subjects  of  recollec- 
tion, nor  had  the  tenor  or  her  last  conversation  with 
her  father  been  so  pleasant  as  to  make  her  anxious  to 
renew  it  until  his  temper  should  be  more  composed ; 
for  with  an  excellent  disposition,  and  much  love  to  his 
datis^hter,  age  and  misfortunes,  which  of  late  came 
thicker  and  thicker,  had  given  to  the  good  knight's 
passions  a  wayward  irritability  unknown  to  his  bettrr 
days.  His  daughter,  and  one  or  two  attached  servants, 
who  still  followed  bis  decayed  fortunes,  soothed  his 
frailty  as  much  as  possible,  and  pitied  him  even  while 
they  suffered  under  its  effects. 

It  was  a  long  time  ere  he  spoke,  and  then  he  refer- 
red to  an  incident  already  noticed.  "It  is  strange," 
he  said,  "  that  Bevis  should  have  followed  Joceline 
and  that  fellow  rather  than  me." 

"  Assure  yourself,  sir,"  rt^plied  Alice,  "  that  his  sa 
rncity  saw  in  this  man  a  stranger,  whom  he  thought 
him$^lf  obli^fed  to  watch  circumspectly,  and  there- 
fore he  remamed  with  Joceline." 

'•  Not  so,  Alice,"  answered  Sir  Henry;  "he leaves 
me  bfx:ause  my  fortunes  have  fled  from  me.  There  is 
a  feeling  in  nature,  affecting  even  the  instinct,  as  it  is 
called,  of  dumb  animals,  which  teaches  them  to  fl'' 
from  misfortune.  The  very  deer  there  will  butt  a  sic! 
or  wounded  buck  from  the  herd  ;  hurt  a  dofi,  and  the 
whole  kennel  will  fall  on  him  and  worry  him ;  fishea 
devour  their  own  kind  when  they  are  wounded  with 
a  spear:  cut  a  crow's  wing,  or  break  its  leg,  the  others 
will  bufiet  it  to  death." 

"That  may  be  true  of  the  more  irrational  kinds  of 
animals  aniong  each  other,"  said  Alice,  "  for  their 
whole  life  is  well  nigh  a  warfare  i  but  the  dog  leaves 
his  own  race  to  attach  himself  to  ours:  forsakes,  for 
his  master,  the  companv,  food,  and  pleasure  of  his 
own  kind ;  and  surely  the  fidelity  of  such  a  devotnd 
and  voluntary  servant  as  Hevis  hath  been  in  particular, 
ought  not  to  be  lightly  suspected." 

"^I  am  not  angry  with  the  dog,  Alice:  I  am, only 
•orry,"  replied  her  father.  "I  have  read,  in  faithful 
chronicles,  that  when  Richard  II.  and  Henry  of  Bo- 
lingbrokd  were  at  Berkeley  Castle,  a  dog  of  ine  same 
kind  deserted  the  King,  whom  he  had  always  at- 
tended upon,  and  attached  himself  to  Henry,  whom 
he  t  hen  saw  for  the  first  titne.  Richard  furetpld,  from 
the  desertion  of  his  favourite,  his  approaching  depo- 
sition. *  The  dog  was  afterwards  kept  at  Woodstock, 
and  Bevis  is  said  to  be  of  his  breed,  which  was  heed- 
fiilly  kept  up.  What  I  might  foretell  of  mischief  from 
his  desertion,  I  cannot  guess,  but  my  mind  assures  me 
it  bodes  no  good." 

There  was  a  distant  rustling  among  the  withered 
leaves,  a  bouncing  or  galloping  sound  on  the  path. 
And  the  favourite  dog  instantly  joined  his  masUT. 

"Come  into  court,  old  knave,*^  said  Alice,  cheerfully, 
•and  defend   thy  chnracter,  which  is  vreW  nigh  en- 
♦  lua  »Uu7  ocean,  I  think,  in  Froiasart'a  ChruniclM. 


d angered  by  this  absence."  But  the  dog  only  paid  ba 
courtesy  by  gambolling  around  them,  and  instantly 
plunffea  back  again,  as  fast  as  he  could  scamper. 

"How  now,  knave?"  said  the  knight;  "tnou  art 
too  well  train(>d,  surely,  to  take  up  the  chase  without 
orders  ?"  A  minute  more  sho wea  them  Plwebe  May- 
flower approaching,  her  light  pace  »o  little  impeded 
by  the  burden  which  she  bore,  that  ahe  joined  her 
master  and  young  mistress  just  as  they  amvcd  at  the 
keeper's  hut,  which  was  the  boundary  of  their  jour- 
ney. Bevis,  who  had  shot  a-head  to  pay  hiacompli 
mcnts  to  Sir  Henry  his  masu-r,  had  returned  again 
to  his  immediate  duty,  the  escorting  PboBbe  and  hei 
cargo  of  provisions.  The  whole  party  stood  preseotli 
assembled  before  the  door  of  the  keeper's  hut. 

In  better  times,  a  substantial  stone  habitation,  fit 
for  the  yeoman-keeper  of  a  royal  walk,  had  adorned 
this  place.  A  fair  spring  gushed  out  near  the  spot, 
and  once  traversed  yards  and  courts,  attached  to 
well-built  and  convenient  kennels  and  mews.  But  io 
some  of  the  skirmishes  which  were  common  during 
the  civil  wars,  this  little  silvan  dwelling  had  been 
attacked  and  aefended,  stormed  and  burnt.  A  i 


bouring  squire,  of  the  Parliament  side  of  the  question, 
took  aavantage  of  Sir  Henry  Lee's  absence  who  was 
then  in  Charles's  camp,  anu  of  the  decay  m  the  royal 
cause,  and  had,  without  scruple,  carricdfofrthe  hewn 
stones,  and  such  building  materials  aa  the  fire  left 
unctmsumed,  and  n^pairea  his  own  manor-house  with 
them.  The  yeoman-keeper,  therefore,  our  friend  Joce- 
line, had  constructed,  for  his  own  accommodation, 
and  that  of  the  old  woman  he  called  his  dame,  a 
wattled  hut,  such  as  his  own  labour,  with  that  of  a 
neighbour  or  two,  had  erected  in  the  course  of  a  frw 
days.  The  walls  were  plastered  with  clay,  white- 
washed, and  covered  with  vines  and  other  creeping 
plants ;  the  roof  was  neatly  thatched,  and  the  whol^ 
though  merely  a  hut,  had,  hy  the  neat-handed  Joliffi^ 
been  so  arranged  as  not  to  disgrace  the  condition  of 
the  dweller. 

The  knijght  advanced  to  the  entrance;  but  the  in 
genuity  of^the  architect,  for  want  of  a  better  lock  to 
the  door,  which  itself  was  but  of  wattles  curiooslr 
twisted,  had  contrived  a  mode  of  securing  the  latch 
on  the  inside  with  a  pin,  which  prevented  it  from  ris- 
ing ;  and  in  this  manner  it  was  at  present  fastened. 
Conceiving  that  this  was  some  precaution  of  Jolifle'i 
old  hou8ckecr)er,  of  whose  deafness  they  were  all 
aware.  Sir  Henry  raised  his  voice  to  demand  adniit- 
tance,  but  in  vain.  Irritated  at  this  delay,  he  pressed 
the  door  at  once  with  foot  and  hand,  in  a  way  which 
the  frail  barrier  was  unable  to  resist ;  it  gave  way 
accordingly,  and  the  knight  thus  forcibly  entered  the 
kitchen,  or  outward  apartment,  of  his  servant.  In  the 
midst  of  the  floor,  and  with  a  posture  which  indicated 
embarrassment,  stood  &  youthful  atranffer,  in  a  hding- 
suit, 

"This  may  he  my  last  act  of  authority  hero,"  said 
the  knight,  seizing  the  stranger  by  the  collar,  "  but  I 
am  still  Ranger  of  Woodstock  for  thia  night  at  least 
—Who,  or  what  art  thou  ?" 

The  stranger  dropped  the  riding-mantle  in  which 
his  face  was  mufHed,  and  at  the  aame  time  feU  on 
one  knee. 

"  Your  poor  kinsman,  Markhara  Everard,"  he  said, 
"who  came  hither  for  your  sake,  althoujB^  he  fean 
you  will  scarce  make  him  welcome  for  his  own." 

Sir  Henry  started  back,  but  recovered  himself  in 
an  instant,  as  one  who  recollected  that  he  had  apart 
of  dignity  to  perform.  He  stood  erect,  therefore,  and 
repliM,  with  considerable  assumption  of  stately  cere- 
mony : 

"  Fair  kinsman,  it  pleases  me  that  you  are  come  to 
Woodstock  upon  the  very  first  night  that,  for  many 
years  which  have  past,  is  likely  to  promise  yoo  i 
worthy  or  a  welcome  reception.'* 

"Now  God  grant  it  be  so,  that  I  rightly  hear  sod 
duly  understand  you!"  said  the  youns  man;  wfaOa 
Alice,  though  she  was  silent,  kept  her  looks  fixed  <m 
her  father's  fac(>.  as  if  desirous  to  know  whether  bit 
meaning  was  kind  towards  his  nephew,  which  litr 
knowledge  of  his  character  inclmed  her  greatly  » 
doubt. 

The  knight  mean  while  darted  a  aardonit  look,  fini 
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n  his  nephew,  then  on  his  daus^hter,  and  proceHed 
-**I  need  not,  I  presume,  inform  Mr.  Marknam  Eve- 
iid«  that  it  cannot  bu  our  purpose  to  entertain  him, 
reven  tooiier  him  a  S'at  in  this  poor  hut." 

"I  will  attend  you  most  willingly  to  the  Lodsce," 
lid  the  youns  K^'ntleman.  "I  hnd,  indeed,  judeod 
iMi  were  already  there  for  the  evening,  and  feared  to 
ifrikic  upon  you.  But  if  you  would  permit  me,  mv 
rarest  uncle,  to  escort  my  kinswoman  and  you  back 
>  the  I»dge,  believe  mc,  anioni^at  all  which  you  have 
9  often  dono  of  cood  and  kino,  you  never  conferred 
enefit  that  will  be  so  dearly  prizi'd." 

"You  mistake  megn^arly,  Mr.  Markham  Everard," 
»p\v:d  the  knight.  ^*It  is  not  our  purpose  to  return 
)  the  T.odge  to-night,  nor,  by  Our  Lady,  to-morrow 
either.  I  meant  but  to  intimate  to  you  in  all  courtesy, 
lat  at  Woodstock  Lodge  you  will  find  those  for 
rhoni  you  are  fitting  society,  and  who,  doubtless, 
rill  afford  you  a  willing  welcome ;  which  I,  sir,  in 
lis  my  pn«ent  retreat,  do  not  presume  to  offer  to  a 
erson  of  your  constxiuence." 

*'For  Heaven's  sake,"  said  the  young  man,  turn- 
ip to  Alice,  "  tell  me  how  I  am  to  understand  lan- 
uage  so  mysterious  T' 

Alice,  to  prevent  his  increasing  the  restrained  an- 
er  of  her  father,  compelled  l.cn>elf  to  answer,  though 
:  was  with  difitculty,  "We  are  expelled  from  the 
lodge  bv  soldiers." 

"Expelled— by  soldiers f  exclaimed  Everard,  in 
uiprise — "  there  is  no  legal  warrant  for  ibis." 

*^None  at  all,"  answered  the  knight,  in  the  same 
ine  of  cutting  irony  which  he  had  all  along  used, 
and  yet  as  lawful  a  warrant,  as  for  aught  that  has 
een  wrought  in  England  this  twelvemonth  and 
wre.  You  are,  I  think,  or  were,  an  Inns-of-Court- 
lan— marrv,  sir,  your  enjoyment  of  your  profession 
I  like  that  lease  which  a  prodigal  wishes  to  have  of 

wealthy  widow.  You  have  already  survived  the 
iw  which  you  studied,  and  its  expirv  doubtless  has 
ot  boon  without  a  legacy — some  dec4;nt  pickings, 
Dme  merciful  increases,  as  the  phrase  goes.  You 
avedesorvcd  it  two  ways— you  worebufTand  bando- 
!er,  as  well  as  wielded  pen  and  ink— I  have  not  heard 
'you  held  forth  too." 

'*  Think  of  mo  and  speak  of  me  as  harshly  as  you 
rilL  sir,"  said  Everard,  submissively.  "I  have  but, 
I  this  evil  time,  guidinl  myself  by  my  conscience,  and 
ly  father's  commands." 

^*0,  an  vou  talk  of  conscience,"  said  the  old  knight, 
I  must  have  mine  eye  upon  you,  as  Hamlet  savs. 
Tever  yet  did  Puritan  cheat  so  grossly  as  when  he 
'as  appealing  to  his  conscience;  and  as  for  thy/a- 
i«r" 

He  was  about  to  proceed  in  a  tone  of  the  same  m- 
Bctivc,  when  the  young  man  interrupted  him,  by 
lying,  in  a  firm  tone,  "  Sir  Henry  Lee,  you  have  ever 
een  thought  noblo— Say  of  me  what  you  will,  but 
)eak  not  of  my  father  what  the  car  of  a  son  should 
ot  endure,  ana  which  yet  his  arm  cannot  resent.  To 
9  me  such  wrong  is  to  insult  an  unarmed  man,  or  to 
cat  a  raptive." 

Sir  Henry  paused,  as  if  stnick  b^  the  remark. 
Thou  hast  spoken  truth  in  that,  Mark^  wert  thou 
le  I'lackest  Puritan  whom  hell  ever  vomited,  to  dis- 
BCf  an  unhappy  country." 

"  fk'  that  as  you  will  to  think  it  "  replied  Everard ; 
but  let  me  not  leave  you  to  the  shelter  of  this 
retched  hovel.  The  night  is  drawing  to  storm— let 
le  but  conduct  you  to  the  Lodge,  and  expel  those  in- 
iider:^  who  can,  asyet  at  least,  nave  no  warrant  for 
'hat  they  do.  I  wdl  not  linger  a  moment  behind 
lem,  save  just  to  deliver  my  father's  message.— 
Irant  me  but  this  much,  for  the  love  you  once 
9ri»  me !" 

"  Yes,  Mark,"  answered  his  uncle,  firmly,  but  sor- 
>wfully,  "  thou  speakest  truth— I  did  love  thee  once, 
'he  hrignt-haired  boy  whom  I  taught  to  ride,  to  shoot, 
I  hunt— whose  hours  of  happiness  were  spent  with 
le,  whenver  those  of  graver  labours  were  employed— 
did  love  that  lK>y— ay,  and  I  am  weak  enough  to  lo«re 
iren  the  memory  of  what  he  was.— But  he  is  gone, 
[ark— he  is  gone;  and  in  his  room  I  only  behold  an 
rowfHi  and  determined  n.>bcl  to  his  religion  and  to 
m  Kiog— a  nbel  more  dctestabi^n  accotint  of  his 


siiccesa,  the  more  infamous  through  the  plondered 
wealth  with  which  he  hojies  tojgild  his  vi'lany.— But 
I  am  pour,  thou  think'st,  and  should  hold  my  peaces 
\fBt  men  sny,  'Speak,  sirrah,  when  you  should.'— 
Know,  however,  that,  indigent  and  plundered  as  I 
am,  I  feel  myst'lf  dishonoured  mhoidingeven  but  this 
much  talk  with  the  tool  of  usurping  rebels.— Go  to  the 
Lodge,  if  thou  wilt— yonder  lies  the  way— but  think 
not  that,  to  regain  iny  dwelling  there^  or  all  the 
wool  lb  I  ever  possessed  in  my  wealthiest  days,  I 
would  willinglv  accompany  thee  three  steps  on  the 
greensward,  tf  I  must  Iw  thy  ctimpanion,  it  shall  be 
only  when  thy  red-coats  nave  tuni  my  hands  behind 
me,  and  bou'ul  my  loars  Unealh  my  horse's  belly. 
Thou  mayst  be  my  fellow  traveller  then,  1  grant  thee, 
if  thou  wilt,  but  not  sooner." 

Alice,  whosufTered  cniellv  during  this  dialogue,  and 
was  well  aware  that  furiner  argument  would  only 
kindle  the  knights's  resentment  still  more  highly, 
ventured  at  last,  in  her  anxiety,  to  make  a  sign  to  her 
cou.<«in  to  break  off  the  init-rview,  and  to  retire,  since 
her  father  commanded  his  absence  in  a  manner  eo 
peremptor>'.  Unhappily  she  was  observed  by  Sir 
Henry,  who,  concluding  that  what  he  saw  was  evi- 
dence of  a  private  understanding  betwixt  the  cousins, 
his  wrnth  acquired  new  fuel,  and  it  r»xjuirwl  the  utmost 
exertion  of  self-command,  and  re<*olli*ction  of  all  that 
was  due  to  his  own  dignity,  to  enable  him  to  veil  his 
real  fury  under  the  same  ironical  manner  which  he 
had  adopted  at  the  lieginningof  this  angry  interview. 

"  If  thou  art  afraid,"  he  said,  "to  trace  oar,  forest 
glades  by  night,  rosp^fcied  stranger,  to  whom  I  am 
perhaps  hound  to  do  honour  as  my  successor  in  the 
charge  of  thi  se  walks,  here  wem»  to  be  a  modest 
damsel,  who  will  be  mont  willing  to  wait  on  thee, 
anil  be  thy  bow-bear»»r.— Only,  for  hir  mother's  sake, 
let  there  pass  some  sligfit  fonii  of  marriag**  between 
vou— Ye  need  no  liconsc  or  priest  in  these  happv 
days,  hut  maybe  bu(;kl(>d  like  beggars  in  a  ditch,  with 
a  hedge  for  a  church-roof,  and  a  tinker  for  a  priest.  I 
crave  pardon  of  you  for  making  such  an  officious  and 
simple  request — perhaps  you  are  a  Ranter— or  one  of 
the  family  of  Love,  or  hold  marriage  rights  js  unne- 
cessary, as  Knippcrdolins:,  or  Jack  of  Leyden  7" 

"  For  mercy's  sake,  forbear  such  dreadfi.l  jesting, 
my  father!  and  do  you,  Markham,  begone,  in  God's 
name,  and  leave  us  to  our  fate— Your  presence  makes 
rav  father  rave." 

"Jesting !"  said  Sir  Henry,  "  I  was  never  more  se- 
rious—Raving !— I  was  never  more  composed— I  could 
never  brook  that  falsehtjod  should  approach  me— I 
would  no  more  bear  by  my  side  a  dishonoured  daugh- 
ter than  a  dishonoured  sword  ;  and  this  unhappy  attj 
hath  shown  that  both  con  fail." 

"  Sir  Henry,"  said  young  Everard,  "  load  not  your 
soul  with  a  heavy  crime,  which  be  assured  you  do,  in 
treating  your  daughter  thus  unjustly.  It  is  long  now 
since  you  denied  her  to  me,^  when  we  were  poor  and 
you  were  powerful.  I  acquiesced  in  your  prohibition 
of  all  suit  and  intercourse.  God  knoweth  what  I  suf- 
fered—but I  acquiesced.  Neither  is  it  to  rt^new  my 
suit  that  I  now  come  hither,  and  have,  I  do  acknow- 
ledge, sought  speech  of  her— not  for  her  own  sake  only, 
but  for  yours  also.  Destruction  hovers  over  you, 
ready  to  close  her  pinions  to  stoop,  and  her  talons  to 
clutcli— Yes,  sir,  look  contemptuous  as  you  will,  such 
is  the  case !  and  it  is  to  protect  both  you  and  her  that 
I  am  here." 

"  You  refuse  then  my  free  gift,"  said  Sir  Henry 
Lee;  "or  perhaps  you  think  it  loaded  with  too  hard 
conditions?" 

"  Shame,  shame  on  you,  Sir  Henry !"  said  Evertrd, 
wax'mg  warm  in  his  turn;  "have, your  political  pre- 
judices so  utterly  warped  every  feeling  of  a  father,  that 
you  can  speak  with  bitter  mockery  and  sconi  of  what 
conoems  your  own  daughter's  honour?— Hold  up  your 
head,  fair  Alice,  and  tell  your  father  he  has  forgotten 
nature  in  his  fantahtic  spirit  of  lo)-olty.— Know,  Sir 
Hcnr>',  that  though  I  would  prefer  your  daughter's 
hand  toev(*ry  blessinii:  which  Heaven  could  bi^stowon 
me,  I  would  not  accept  it- my  conscience  would  not 
permit  me  to  do  so—when  I  knew  it  must  withdraw 
her  from  her  duty  to  you." 

"  Your  conscience  is  over  scrupulous^  young  nan  ^-* 


WOODSTOCK. 


[CflAF.IT. 


c«rrv  it  to  some  dissentinsr  rabbi,  and  he  who  lakes 
all  tnnt  comes  to  net,  will  teach  thoe  it  is  sinninji; 
against  our  mercies  to  refuse  any  good  thing  that  is 
freely  offered  to  us." 

"When  it  is  freely  offered,  and  kindly  ofTercd—- 
Dot  when  the  offer  is  made  in  irony  and  insult.— Fare 
thee  well,  Alice— if  aught  could  make  me  desire  to  profit 
by  thy  father's  wild  wish  to  cast  thee  from  him  in  a 
moment  of  unworthy  suspicion,  it  would  be  that  while 
indulging  in  such  sentiments,  Sir  Henry  Lee  is  lyraii- 
nically  oppressing  the  creature,  who  of  all  others  is 
most  dependent  on  his  kindness— who  of  all  others 
will  most  feel  his  severity,  and  whom,  of  all  others,  he 
is  most  bound  to  cherish  and  support" 

"Do  not  fear  for  me,  Mr.  Everard,"  exclaimed  Alice, 
aroused  from  her  timidity  by  a  dread  of  the  conse- 
quences not  unlikely  to  ensue,  where  civil  war  set 
mations,  as  well  as  fellow-citizens,  in  opposition  to 
each  other.—"  Oh,  begone,  I  conjure  you,  begone  1— 
Nothing  stands  bvt  wixt  me  and  my  father's  kmdness. 
but  these  unhappy  family  divisions — but  your  ill-timed 
presence  here— For  Heaven's  sake,  leave  us !" 

"Soh.  mistress!"  answered  the  hot  old  cavalier, 
"yon  play  lady  paramount  already;  and  who  but 
you!— you  would  dictate  to  our  tram,  I  warrant,  like 
Uoneril  and  Regan !  But  I  tell  thee,  no  man  shall 
leave  my  house— and  humble  as  it  is,  this  is  now  my 
house— while  he  has  aught  to  say  to  me  that  is  to  be 
spoken,  as  this  young  man  now  speaks,  with  a  bent 
brow  and  a  lofty  tone.— Speak  out,  sir,  and  say  your 
worst !',' 

"  Fear  not  my  temper,  Mrs.  Alices."  said  Everard. 
with  equal  firmness  and  placidity  ot  manner;  "and 

riu,  Sir  Henry,  do  not  think  that  if  I  speak  firmly, 
mean  therefore  to  speak  in  anger,  or  officiouttly. 
You  have  taxed  mo  with  much,  and,  were  I  guidra 
by  the  wild  spirit  of  romantic  chivalry,  much  which, 
even  from  so  near  a  relative,  I  ought  not,  as  being  by 
birth,  and  in  the  world's  estimauon,  a  gentleman,  to 
pass  over  without  reply.  Is  it  your  pleasure  to  give 
me  patient  hearing? 

"  If  you  stand  on  your  defence,"  answered  the  stout 
old  knigiit,  "  Gixl  forbid  that  you  should  not  challenge 
a  patient  hearing— ay,  though  your  pleading  were  two 
parts  disloyalty  and  one  blaspnemy— Only,  be  brief— 
this  has  alreaoy  lasted  but  too  long." 

"I  will,  Sir  Henry,"  replied  the  young  man;  "yet 
it  is  hard  to  crowd  into  a  few  sentences,  the  defence 
of  a  life  which,  though  short,  has  been  a  busy  one— 
too  busy,  your  indignant  gesture  would  assert  But 
I  deny  it;  I  have  drawn  my  sword  neither  hastily, 
nor  without  due  consideration,  for  a  people  whose 
rights  have  been  trampled  on,  and  whose  consciences 
have  been  oppressed— Frown  noi,^  sir— such  is  not 
your  view  of  tne  contest,  but  such  is  mine.  For  my 
religious  principles,  at  which  you  have  scoffed,  beheve 
me,  that  though  they  depend  not  on  set  forms,  they 
are  no  less  sincere  than  your  own,  and  thus  far  purer 
—excuse  the  word— that  they  are  unmingled  with  the 
blood-thirsty  dictates  of  a  barbarous  age,  which  you 
and  othere  have  called  the  code  of  chivalrous  honour. 
Not  my  own  natural  disposition,  but  the  better  doc- 
trine which  my  creed  has  taught,  enables  me  to  bear 
your  harsh  revilings  without  answering  in  a  similar 
tone  of  wrath  ana  reproach.  You  may  carry  insult 
to  extremity  against  me  at  your  pleasure— ni>t  on 
account  of  our  relationship  alone,  but  because  I  am 
bound  in  charity  to  endure  it  This,  Sir  Henry,  is 
much  from  one  of  our  house.  But,  with  forbearance 
far  more  than  this  requires.  I  can  refuse  at  your  hands 
the  gift,  which,  most  of  all  things  under  Heaven,  I 
shoiild  desire  to  obtain,  because  duty  calls  upon  her 
to  sustain  and  comfort  you,  and  because  it  were  sin  to 
permit  you,  in  your  blindness,  to  spurn  your  comforter 
from  your  side.— Farewell  sir— not  in  anger,  but  in 
pity— We  may  meet  in  a  better  time,  when  your  heart 
and  your  principles  shall  master  the  unhappy  preju- 
dices by  which  they  are  now  overclouded.— Farewell 
-farewell.  Alice!" 

The  last  words  were  repeated  twice,  and  in  a  tone 
of  feeling  and  passionate  grief,  which  differed  utterly 
fimm  the  atcaay  and  almost  severe  tone  in  which  he 


as  if  ashamed  of  the  tendemeM  which  had  mingled 
with  his  accents,  the  young  commonweaith'»-mao 
turned  and  walked  sternly  and  resolvedly  forth  into 
the  in(X)nlight,  which  now  was  spreading  its  broad 
light  and  autumnal  shadows  over  the  woodland. 

So  soon  as  he  departed,  Alice,  who  had  been  daring 
the  whole  scene  in  the  utmost  terror  that  her  AtlMi 
might  have  been  hurried,  by  his  natural  heat  of  teah 
per,  from  violence  of  language  into  violence  of  action, 
sunk  down  upon  a  settle  twisted  outof  willow-bouglML 
like  moat  of  Jooeline's  few  movables,  and  endeavoured 
to  conceal  the  teara  which  accompanied  the  thanks 
she  rendered  in  broken  accents  to  Heaven,  that,  not- 
withstanding the  near  alliance  and  relationship  of 
the  parties,  some  fatal  deed  had  not  closed  an  bitn^ 
view  so  perilous  and  so  angry.  Phcebe  Mayflower 
blubbered  heartily  for  company,  though  she  under- 
stood but  httle  of  what  had  passed;  Just,  indeed, 
enough  to  enable  her  afterwanls  to  report  to  some 
half-dozen  particular  friends,  that  her  old  master,  Sir 
Henry,  had  l)een  perilous  angry,  and  almost  foiq^ 
with  young  Master  Everard,  because  he  had  well  mm 
carried  away  her  young  mistress.— "  And  what  coud 
he  have  done  better  ?'  said  Phoebe,  "  seeing  the  old 
man  had  nothing  left  either  for  Mrs.  Alice  or  himsdf; 
and  as  for  Mr.  Mark  Everard,  and  our  young  ladr, 
oh !  they  had  spoken  such  loving  things  to  eaoi 
other,  as  are  not  to  be  found  in  the  history  of  ArgiloB 
and  Parthenia,  who,  as  the  story-book  tells,  were  the. 
truest  pair  of  lovera  in  all  Arcadia,  and  Oxfordshire  to* 
boot'* 

Old  Gh>ody  Jellycot  had  popped  her  scariet  hood  into 
the  kitchen  more  than  once  while  the  scene  was  pro* 
ceeding ;  but,  as  the  worthy  dame  was  parcel  bfind. 
and  more  than  parcel  deaf,  knowledge  was  ezcludsd 
by  two  principal  entrances :  and  though  she  compr»> 
bended,  by  a  sort  of  general  instinct,  tnat  the  gentie> 
folk  were  at  high  words^  yet  why  they  chose  Jooeline's 
hut  for  the  scene  of  their  dispute,  was  as  great  a  mys- 
terv  as  the  subject  of  the  quarrel. 

But  what  was  the  stale  of  the  old  cavalier's  mood, 
thus  contradicted,  as  his  most  darling  principles  had 
been,  by  the  last  words  of  his  departing  nephew? 
The  truth  is,  that  he  was  less  thoroughly  moved  than 
his  daughter  expecieJ j  and  in  ail  probabihty  his  ne* 
phew's  bold  defence  of^his  religious  and  political  opi- 
nions rather  pacified  than  aggravated  his  displeasoie. 
Although  sufticiently  impauent  of  contradictioiL  still 
evasion  and  subterfuge  were  more  alien  to  the  blnot 
old  Ranger's  nature  than  manly  vindicat:3n  and  di- 
rect opposition  ;  and  he  was  wont  to  say,  that  heever 
loved  tne  buck  best  who  stood  boldest  at  bay.  He 
graced  his  nephew's  departure,  however,  with  a  qoo- 
tatiun  from  Shakspeare  whom,  as  many  othere  do^ 
he  was  wont  to  quote  from  a  sort  of  habit  and  r»> 
spect,  as  a  favourite  of  his  unfortunate  master,  with- 
out having  either  much  real  taste  for  his  woraa,  or 
great  skill  m  applying  the  passages  which  be  letaioed 
on  his  memory. 

"Mark,"  he  said,  "mark  this,  Alice— the  devil  en 

S|uole  Scripture  for  his  purpose.  Why.  this  yotmc 
aneiic  cousin  of  thine,  with  no  more  beard  than  I 
have  seen  on  a  clown  plaving  Maid  Marion  on  Bby- 
day,  when  the  village  barber  had  shaved  him  in  too 
great  a  hurry,  shall  match  any  bearded  Presbyterian 
or  Independefit  of  them  all.  in  laying  down  his  doc- 
trines and  his  uses,  and  bethumping  us  with  his  texts 
and  his  homilies.  I  would  worthy  ond  learned  Doe- 
tor  Rocheclifie  had  been  here,  witn  his  battery  ready 
mounted  torn  the  Vulgate,  and  the  Septuagint,  aod 
what  not— he  would  have  battered  the  presbyteritn 
spirit  out  of  him  with  a  wanion.  However,  I  am  glad 
tne  young  man  is  no  sneaker ;  for,  were  a  man  oftbs 
devil's  opinion  in  religion,  and  of  Old  Noll's  in  poli- 
tics, he  were  better  open  on  it  fiill  cry,  than  deceiie 
you  by  hunting  counter,  or  running  a  false  sceDt 
Come— wipe  thine  eyes— the  fray  is  over,  and  notliks 
to  be  stirred  again  soon,  I  trust'' 

Encouraged  by  these  words,  Alice  rose^  and.  b^ 
wildcred  as  she  was,  endeavoured  to  supenntend  the 
arrangements  for  their  meal  and  their  repose  in  their 

, .  new  habitation.    But  her  teara  fell  so  fast,  they  ^la^ 

had  addressed  ISir  Henry  Lee.   He  turned  and  Veil  iV\e\  ted  Vv«  co\hvv«x^^^«A.  ^\\\?^tvcft  \  and  it  was  well  for 
Mut  BO  aooa  as  be  had  uttered  these  las*  words •»  aud,\  Viet  tlKiaxVYia&Xi^  Vci»»^vyk  nwrwdx  vAxsMiiaNqk 
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•  oomprehend  tho  extent  of  ber  distress,  could 
ford  her  material  assistance,  in  lack  of  mere  sym- 
ichy. 

With  great  readiness  and  address,  the  damsel  set 
MMit  every  thing  that  was  requisite  for  preparing  the 
ipper,  and  the  beds ;  now  screaming  into  Dame  Jel- 
cof*8  ear,  now  whispering  into  ber  mistress's,  and 
tfblly  managing,  as  if  she  was  merely  the  agent, 
ider  Alice's  orders.  When  the  cold  viands  were  set 
rth,  Sir  Henry  Lee  kindly  pressed  his  daughter  to 
Jbe  refreshments,  as  if  to  make  up,  indirectly,  for 
ii  previous  harshness  towards  her;  while  he  him- 
ilt  like  an  experienced  campaigner,  showed,  that 
either  the  mortifications  nor  brawls  of  the  day, 
w  tlie  thoughts  of  what  was  to  come  to-morrow, 
Nild  diminish  his  appetite  for  supper,  which  was  his 
:voiiHte  meal.  He  ate  up  two-tnirds  of  the  capon, 
id,  devoting  the  first  bumper  to  the  happy  restora- 
oo  of  Charles,  second  of  the  name,  he  nnished  a 
art  <f  wine;  for  he  belonged  to  a  school  accus- 
tmed  to  feed  the  flame  of  their  loyalty  with  copious 
rimm'va.  He  even  sang  a  verse  of ''The  King  shall 
■^joy  I  is  own  again,"  in  which  PhcBbe,  half-sobbing, 
M  Dame  Jellycot,  screammg  against  time  and  lune, 
'ere  CkMitented  to  lend  their  aid,  to  cover  Mistress 
lice*s  Nilence. 

At  lenfl^th  the  jovial  knight  betook  himself  to  his 
sst  on  iBe  keeper's  straw  pallet,  in  a  recess  adjoin- 
iff  to  the  kitchen,  and,  unaffected  by  his  change  of 
irelhng,  slept  fast  and  deep.  Alice  had  less  quiet 
St  in  oiA  Goody  Jellicot's  wicker  couch,  in  the  inner 
IMrtmen.;  while  tho  dame  and  Phrebe  slept  on  a 
lattrasa,  stuffed  with  dry  leaves,  in  the  same  cham- 
er.  soundly  as  those  whose  daily  toil  gains  their  daily 
itmd,  and  whom  morning  calls  up  only  to  renew  the 
wis  of  yesterday. 


CHAPTER  V. 

Mr  tongue  padi  alowly  under  thii  new  lanfOMB* 
And  ttaru  and  vlumblea  at  thfwn  uncouth  plinuiea. 
Tliejrmajr  be  crcat  in  wortli  and  weiylit,  Irat  hanf 
Upon  the  nativ«  f litmen  or  my  vpeerh. 
Like  Saui't  plateHuinottr  on  the  ihf>pherd  boj, 
Eocuinberinir  and  not  anninf  him.— J.  B. 

As  Markham  Everard  pursued  his  way  towards  the 
odge,  through  one  of  the  long  sweeping  glades  which 
■versed  the  forest,  varying  in  breadth,  till  the  trees 
ere  now  so  dose  that  the  boughs  made  darkness 
'er  his  head,  then  receding  farther  to  let  in  glimpses 

the  moon,  and  anon  opening  yet  wider  into  fittle 
eadows  or  savannahs,  on  which  the  moonbeams 
f  in  silvery  silence;  as  he  thus  proce«>ded  on  his 
nf\y  course,  the  various  effects  produced  by  that  de- 
nous  light  on  the  oaks,  whose  dark  leaves,  gnarled 
snches,  and  massive  trunks  it  gilded,  more  or  less 
irtially,  might  have  drawn  the  attention  of  a  poet 

a  pain  tor. 

But  if  Everanl  thought  of  any  thing  saving  the 
linful  scene  in  which  be  hod  just  played  his  part. 
id  of  which  the  result  seemed  tne  destruction  of  all 
m  hopes,  it  was  of  the  necessary  guard  to  be  ob- 
irved  in  liis  night-walk.  The  times  were  dangerous 
id  unj*eitled;  the  roads  full  of  disbanded  soldiers, 
nd  especially  of  royalists,  who  made  their  political 
pinions  a  pretext  for  disturbing  ihccountrv  with  ma- 
luding  partier)  and  robberies.  Deer-stealers  also. 
'ho  are  ever  a  desperate  banditti,  had  of  late  infested 
iToodstock  Chase.  In  short,  the  dangers  of  the  place 
nd  period  wore  such^  that  Markham  Everard  wore 
is  londcti  pistols  at  his  belt,  and  carried  his  drawn 
word  under  hii*  arm.  that  he  might  be  prepared  for 
rhatever  peril  sliould  cross  his  path. 

He  heard  the  bells  of  Woodstock  Church  ring  cur- 
>w.  just  as  he  was  crossing  one  of  the  little  meadows 
fe  have  described,  and  they  ceased  as  he  entered  an 
vershadowed  and  twilight  part  of  the  |.ath  beyond, 
t  was  there  that  he  heard  some  one  whistling ;  and, 
8  the  sound  became  clearer,  it  was  plain  the  person 
ras  ativancing  towards  him.    This  could  hardly  be 

friemi ;  for  the  party  to  which  hebelonced  rejecttsd, 
ent'nillv  speaking,  all  music,  unless  p»»alniudy.    *'  If 

man  is  merry,  let  him  sing  psnims,"  was  a  text 
fhich  they  ware  phased  to  inicrfint  as  liutfaliy  and 


to  as  little  purpose  as  thev  dkl  some  others ;  yet  it 
was  too  continued  a  sound  to  be  a  signal  amongst 
night- walkertL  and  too  light  and  cheerful  to  argiis 
any  purpose  of  concealment  on  the  nart  of  the  travel- 
ler, who  presenUy  exchanged  his  whistling  for  sing- 
ing and  trolled  forth  the  following  stanza  to  a  joUy 
tune,  with  whk:h  the  old  cavahers  were  wont  to  waka 
the  night  owl : 

Her  for  esTalien  t    Ho  Ibr  etTslian  I 
Prar  for  ravaliera  I 
Rub  a  dttt>— nib  a  dub  i 
Have  at  old  Beelzetnib— 
Oliver  amokes  for  fear. 

,  "I  should  know  that  voice,"  said  Everard,  uncock 
ing  the  pistol  which  he  had  drawn  from  his  belt,  bat 
continuing  to  hold  it  in  his  hand.  Then  came  ano- 
ther fragment : 

Hash  them— alaflh  then- 
All  to  pieoei  daah  tliem. 

**  So  ho !"  cried  Markham,  "  who  goes  there,  and 
for  whom  7" 

**  For  Church  and  King,"  answered  a  voice,  whk:h 
presently  added,  "  No,  d— n  me— I  mean  again^i 
Church  and  King,  and  for  the  people  that  are  upper- 
most—I forget  which  they  are." 

"Roger  Wildrake,  as  I  guess?"  said  Everani. 

"The  same— Gknileman  ;  of  Squat tlesea-mere,  in 
the  moist  county  of  Lincoln." 

"  Wildrake  !"  said  Markham-"  WUdgooae  yoa 
should  be  called.  You  have  been  moistening  your 
own  throat  to  some  purpose,  and  using  it  to  gaobla 
tunes  very  suitable  to  the  times,  to  be  sure !" 

"  Faith,  the  tune's  a  pretty  tune  enough,  Mark,  only 
out  of  fashion  a  little— the  more's  the  pity." 

"What  could  I  expect,"  sakl  Everaixl,  nut  to  meet 
some  ranting,  drunken  cavalier,  as  desperate  and 
dangerous  as  night  and  sack  usually  make  themi 
What  if  I  had  rewarded  your  melody  by  a  ball  in  tho 
gullet?" 

"  Why.  there  would  have  been  a  piper  paid— that's 
all,"  said  Wildrake.—"  But  wherefore  come  you  this 
way  now?— I  was  about  to  seek  you  at  the  hut." 

I  have  been  obliged  to  leave  it— 1  will  tell  you  the 
cause  hereafter,"  replied  Markham. 

"  What !  the  old  play-hunting  cavaUer  was  cross,  or 
Chloe  was  unkind  7" 

"  Jest  not,  Wildrake— it  is  all  over  with  me,"  sakl 
Everard. 

"The  devil  it  is,"  exclaimed  Wildrake,  "and  you 
take  it  thus  quietly  !— Zounds  1  let  us  back  together— 
I'll  plead  your  cause  for  you— I  know  how  to  tickle  up 
an  old  knight  and  a  pretty  maiden— Let  me  alone  for 
putting  you  rectus  in  curia,  you  canting  rogue.— D—n 
me.  Sir  Henry  Lee,  says  I.  your  nephew  is  a  piece  of 
a  Puritan— it  won't  deny— but  Til  uphold  him  a  gen- 
tleman and  a  pretty  fellow,  for  all  that.— Madam,  says 
I,  you  may  think  your  cousin  looks  like  a  psalm-aing- 
ing  weaver,  in  that  bare  felt,  and  with  that  rascally 
brown  cloak ;  that  band,  which  looks  like  a  baby's 
clout|  and  those  k>ose  boots,  which  have  a  whole  calf- 
skin m  each  of  tbcm,— but  let  him  wear  on  the  one 
side  of  his  head  a  castor,  with  a  plume  befitting  his 
quality ;  give  him  a  good  Toledo  by  his  skle,  with  a 
broiderea  belt  and  an  inlaid  hilt,  instead  of  the  ton  of 
iron  contained  in  tliat  basket-hiJtcd  black  Andrew 
Ferrara ;  put  a  few  smart  words  in  his  mouth— and, 
blood  and  wounds !  madam,  says  1" 

"  Prithee,  truce  with  tnis  nonsense,  Wildrake,"  said 
Everard,"  and  tell  me  if  you  are  sober  enough  to  hear 
a  few  words  of  sober  reason  ?" 

"  Pshaw !  man,  I  did  but  crack  a  brace  of  quarts 
with  yonder  puritanic,  roundheaded  soldiers,  up  yon- 
der at  the  town;  and  rat  me  but  1  passed  myself  for 
the  best  man  of  the  party ;  twanged  my  nose,  and 
turned  up  my  eyes,  as  I  took  my  can— Pah !  the  verv 
wine  tasted  of  hypocrisy.  1  think  the  rogue  corporal 
smoked  something  at  fast- as  for  the  common  fel* 
lowsL  never  stir,  but  they  asked  me  to  say  grace  ovsr 
another  quart!" 

"  This  IS  Just  what  I  wished  to  speak  with  you  atwut, 
Wildrake,"^  said  Markham— "You  hold  nie,  1  am 
sure,  for  your  friend  7" 

"True  as  steel.— CWrcva  ^\.  C0\«»  -wA  '^^Vscoe- 
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MU8  aod  PirithouB,  Ore^es  and  Pylades ;  and,  to  sum 
op  the  whole  with  a  puritanic  touch,  David  and  Jona- 
than, all  in  one  breath.  Nut  even  poliiica,  the  wedge 
that  rends  families  and  friendships  asunder,  as  iron 
rives  oaL  have  been  able  to  split  us." 

**Tnie, '  answered  Mark  ham ;  "and  when  you  fol- 
lowed the  KinK  to  Nottingham  ;  and  I  enrolled  under 
Essex,  we  swore,  at  our  parting,  that  which  ever  side 
was  victorious,  he  of  us  who  adhered  to  ii,  should 
prote<*t  bis  less  fortunate  comrade." 

*' Surely,  man,  suri'lv;  and  have  you  not  protected 
me  accordingly  7  Did  you  not  save  me  from  hang- 
ing 7  and  am  I  not  indebted  to  you  for  the  bread  I 
eat  7" 

*'I  have  hut  done  that,  which,  bad  the  times  been 
otherwise,  you,  ray  dear  Wildrake,  would,  I  am  sure, 
have  done  for  me.  But,  as  I  said,  that  is  just  what 
I  wished  to  speak  to  you  about.  Why  render  the  taslt 
of  protecting  you  more  difficult  than  it  must  ncces- 
sanly  bo  at  any  rate  7  Why  thrust  thyself  into  the 
company  of  soldiers,  or  such  like,  where  thou  art  sure 
to  be  warmed  into  betraying  thyself  7  Why  come 
bellowing  and  whooping  out  cavaUer  ditties,  like  a 
drunken  trooper  of  Prince  Rupert,  or  one  of  Wilmot's 
swaggering  body-guards  7" 

"  Because  I  may  have  been  both  one  and  t'other 
in  my  day,  for  aught  that  you  know,"  replied  Wil- 
drake. But,  oddsfish !  is  it  necessary  I  should 
always  be  reminding  you,  that  our  obligation  of  ma- 
tual  protection,  our  league  of  offensive  and  defensive, 
as  I  may  call  it,  was  to  be  carried  into  effect  without 
reference  to  the  politics  or  religion  of  the  party  pro- 
tected, or  the  least  obligation  on  him  to  conform  to 
those  of  his  friend  7" 

"  True"  said  Everard ;  "  but  with  this  most  neces- 
sary qualification,  that  the  party  should  submit  to  such 
outward  conformity  to  the  times  as  should  make  it 
more  easy  and  safe  for  his  friend  to  be  of  service  to 
him.  Now,  you  are  perpetually  breaking  forth,  to  the 
hazard  of  your  own  safety  ana  my  credit." 

"I  tell  you,  Mark,  and  I  would  tell  your  namesake 
the  apostle,  that  you  are  hard  on  me.  You  have 
practised  sobriety  and  hypocrisy  from  your  hanging 
sleeves  till  your  Ueneva  cassock— from  the  cradle  to 
this  day,-7-and  it  is  a  thing  of  nature  to  you ;  and  you 
arc  surprised  that  a  rough,  rattling,  honest  fellow,  ac- 
customed to  speak  truth  all  his  life,  and  especially 
when  he  found  it  at  the  bottom  of  a  flask,  cannot  be 
so  perfect  a  prig  as  thyself  !—Zooks !  there  is  no 
equality  betwixt  us— A  trained  diver  might  as  well,  be- 
cause ne  can  retain  his  breath  for  ten  minutes  without 
inconvenience,  upbraid  a  poor  devil  for  being  tike  to 
burst  in  twenty  seconds,  at  the  bottom  of  ten  fathoms* 
water— And,  after  all,  considering  the  guise  is  so  new 
to  me,  I  think  I  bear  myself  indifferently  well— try 
mel" 

"Are  there  any  more  news  from  Worcester  fight  7" 
asked  Evera*d,  m  a  tone  so  serious  that  it  imposed  on 
bis  companion,  who  replied  in  his  genuine  character — 

"  Worse  !— d— n  me,  worse  a  hundred  times  than 
rsportod— totalljr  broken.  Noll  hath  certainly  sold 
himself  to  the  devil,  and  his  lease  will  have  an  end 
one  day— that  is  ail  our  present  comfort." 

"  What !  and  would  this  be  your  answer  to  the  first 
red-coat  who  asked  the  question  7"  said  Everard. 
"Methinks  you  would  find  a  spi^y  passport  to  the 
next  corps  de  earde." 

"  Nay,  nay,*^  answered  Wildrake,  "  I  thought  you 
asked  me  in  your  own  person.— Lack-a-day  fa  great 
mercy— a  glorifying  mercy— a  crowning  mercy— a 
▼ouchsafing— an  uplifting  I  profess  the  malignants 
are  scattered  from  Dan  to  Bershcba— smitten,  hip  and 
thigh,  even  until  the  going  down  of  the  sun !" 

^Hear  you  augnt  of  Colonel  Thomhaugh's 
wounds 7" 

"He  is  dead,"  answered  Wildrake,  "that's  one 
comfort— the  roundheaded  rascal !— Nay,  hold  !  it 
was  but  a  trip  of  the  tongue— I  meant,  the  sweet  godly 
youth." 

"  And  hear  you  aught  of  the  young  msn.  King  of 
Scotland,  as  they  ci.ll  him  7"  said  Everard. 

'  Nothing,  but  thjit  he  is  hunted  like  a  partridge  on 
the  mountains.  May  God  deliver  him,  and  contound 
bis  enemies '— Zoona.  Mark  Everard*  ^  can  fool  it  no  i 


longer.  Do  yon  not  remember,  that  at  the  Lmcohi't- 
Inn  gambole— though  you  did  not  mmgle  much  ia 
them,  I  think— I  usod  always  to  play  as  well  as  anr 
of  them,  when  it  came  to  the  action,  but  they  coola 
never  get  me  to  rehearse  conformably.  It*s  the  same 
at  this  day.  I  hear  your  voice,  and  1  answer  to  it  in 
the  true  tone  of  my  heart;  but  when  I  am  in  the  oom- 
pany  of  your  snufning  friends,  you  bare  seen  me  act 
my  part  indifferent  well." 

^'  But  indifferent,  indeed,"  replied  Everard ;  **  how- 
ever, there  is  little  call  on  you  to  do  aught,  save  to  be 
modest  and  silent  Speak  little,  and  lay  aside^  if  yoa 
can,  your  big  oaths  aiid  swaggmog  looks— set  yoor 
hat  even  on  your  brows." 

"Ay.  that  is  the  curse!  |  bsTe  been  alwavi 
noted  for  the  jaunty  manner  in  which  I  wear  my 
castor— Hard  when  a  man's  merits  become  his  ene- 
mies!" 

"You  must  remember  you  are  my  clerk." 

"Secretary,"  answered  Wildrake;  "  let  it  be  sqob- 
tary,  if  you  love  me." 

'^  It  must  be  clerk,  and  nothing  else— plam  deik 
—and  remember  to  be  civil  and  obedient,'*  repliad 
Everard. 

"  But  you  should  not  lay  on  your  conmiands  with 
so  mucfi  ostentatious  superiority.  Master  Maikham 
Everard.  Remember  I  am  your  senior  of  three 
years'  standing.  Confound  me,  if  I  know  bow  to 
take  it !" 

"  Was  ever  such  a  fantastic  wronghcad !— For  my 
sake,  if  not  for  thine  own,  bend  thy  freakish  felly  to 
listen  to  reason.  Think  that  I  have  incurred  both 
risk  and  shame  on  thy  account." 

"  Nay,  thou  art  a  right  good  fellow.  Mark,"  replied 
the  cavalier,  "  and  for  thy  sake  1  will  do  much— but 
remember  to  cough,  and  cry  hem !  when  thou  sesM 
me  like  to  break  oounds— And  now  tell  me  whither 
we  are  bound  for  the  night  7" 

"  To  Woodstock  Lodge,  to  look  after  my  oncle'f 
property."  answered  Marknam  Everard:  "I  am  in- 
formed that  soldiers  have  taken  possession— Yet  how 
could  that  be.  if  thou  foundest  the  party  drinking  ia 
Woodstock  7^' 

"  There  was  a  kind  of  commissary  or  steward,  or 
some  such  rogue,  had  gone  down  to  the  Lodges"  re- 
plied Wildrake ;  "  I  had  a  peep  at  hioL" 

"  Indeed !"  replied  Everard. 

"Ay,  verily"  said  Wildrake,  "to  speak  your  own 
language.  Why,  as  I  passed  through  the  park  in 
quest  of  you.  scarce  half  an  hour  since,  1  saw  a 
light  in  the  Lodge— Step  this  way,  you  will  see  it 
yourself.'* 

"In  the  north-west  ande?"  returned  Everard— "It 
is  from  a  window  in  what  they  call  Victor  Lee'a 
apartment." 

"Well,"  resumed  Wildrake,  "I  had  been k>ng one 
of  Lundsford's  lads,  and  well  osed  to  patrolling  duty 
—So,  rat  me,  says  I.  if  I  leave  a  light  in  my  rear, 
without  knowing  what  it  means.  Besides,  MarL 
thou  hadst  said  so  much  to  me  of  thy  pretty  cooaia,  I 
thousht  I  might  as  well  have  a  peep,  u  I  could." 

"Thoughtless,  incorrigible  man!  towhatdangeis 
do  you  expose  yourself  and  your  firiends,  in  mere  wio- 
tonness !— But  go  on.'* 

"By  this  fair  moonshine,  I  beh'eve  thou  art  jealouit 
Mark  Everard!"  replied  his  gay  companion ;  "there 
is  no  occasion  ;  for,  in  any  case,  I,  who  was  to  aeethe 
lady,  was  steeled  by  honour  against  the  charma  of  my 
friend's  Chloe— Then  the  lady  was  not  to  see  mcL  so 
could  make  no  comparisons  to  thy  disadvantage,  tmn 
knowest— Lastly,  as  it  fell  out,  neither  of  us  saw  the 
other  at  all." 

"  Of  that  I  am  well  aware.  Mrs.  Alice  left  the  Lodn 
long  before  sunset,  and  never  returned.  What  didd 
thou  see  to  introduce  with  such  preface  ?** 

"Nay,  no  great  matter,"  repned  Wildrake;  "only 
getting  upon  a  sort  of  buttress,  (for  I  can  climb  like 
any  cat  that  ever  mewed  in  any  gutter,)  and  holdioc 
on  by  the  vines  and  cremrs  which  grew  around,! 
obtained  a  station  where  I  could  see  into  the  inside  of 
that  same  parlour  thou  spokest  of  iust  now.*' 

"And  what  saw'st  thou  there?'*  once  mora  da> 
manded  Everard. 

"Nay,  no  great  matter,  as  I  said  before^*'  npliod 
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the  cBvnlier;  "for  in  them  dines  it  is  no  new  thins 
to  fes  churls  carousing  in  royal,  or  noble  chambers.  I 
law  two  rascallions  engaged  in  emptying  a  solemn 
Btoup  of  strong  waters,  and  despatchmg  a  huge  veni- 
son pasty,  which  greasy  mess,  for  their  convenience, 
they  had  placed  on  a  lady's  work-tabie^One  of  them 
was  trying  an  air  on  a  lute." 

"The  profane  villains!"  exclaimed  Everard,  "it 
was  Alice's." 

"  Well  said,  comrade— I  am  glad  your  phlegm  can 
be  moved.  I  did  but  throw  in  these  incidents  of  the 
lute  and  the  table,,  to  try  if  it  were  possible  to  get  a 
■park  of  human  spirit  out  of  you,  be-sanctified  as  you 
are." 

••  What  like  were  the  men  f  aaid  young  Everard. 

•*The  one  a  slouch-hatted,  long-cloakecL  sour-faced 
fanatic,  hkc  the  rest  of  you,  whom  I  took  to  be*  the 
steward  or  commissary  I  heard  spoken  of  in  the  town ; 
the  other  was  a  short  sturdy  fellow,  with  a  wood-knife 
at  his  girdle,  and  a  long  quarterstafT  lying  beside  him 
—a  black-haired  knave,  with  white  teeth  and  a  merry 
eountenance— oneof  the  under-rangersor  bow-bearers 
af  these  walks,  I  fancy." 

"They  must  have  been  Desborough's  favourite, 
trusty  Tomkins,"  said  Everard,  "and  Jocelinc  Johffe, 
the  keeper.  Tomkins  is  Desborough's  right  hand— an 
Independent,  and  hath  pourings  forth,  as  he  calls 
them.  Some  think  that  his  guts  have  the  better  of 
his  grace.  I  have  heard  of  his  abusing  opportuni- 
ties." 

"  They  were  improving  them  when  I  saw  them," 
replied  Wildrake,  "  and  made  the  bottle  smoke  for  it— 
when,  as  the  devil  would  have  it,  a  stone,  which  had 
been  dislodged  from  the  crumbling  buttress,  gave  way 
under  my  weight.  A  climisy  fellow  like  thee  would 
have  been  so  long  thinking  what  was  to  be  done,  that 
be  must  needs  have  followed  it  before  he  could  make 
up  his  mind  ;  but  I,  Mark,  I  hopped  like  a  squirrel  to 
an  ivy  twig,  and  stood  fast— was  well  nigh  shot 
though,  for  the  noise  alarmed  them  both.  They  looked 
to  the  oriel,  and  saw  me  on  the  outside;  the  fanaiic 
fellow  took  out  a  pistol— as  they  have  always  such 
texts  in  readiness  hanging  beside  the  little  clasped 
Bible,  thou  know'st— the  keeper  seized  his  hunting- 
pole— I  triaicd  I  hem  both  to  a  roar  and  a  grin— thou 
must  know  I  can  grimace  like  a  bab<X)n— I  learned 
the  trick  from  a  Frenrh  player,  who  coidd  twist  his 
jaws  into  a  pair  of  nut-crackers— and  therewithal  I 
dropped  myself  sweetly  on  the  grass,  and  ran  oflf  so 
ripr  mgly,  keeping  the  dark  side  of  the  wall  as  long  as 
I  coi:'(C  thni  I  am  wril  nigh  persuaded  they  thought  I 
wa.o  their  kinsman,  the  deviL  came  among  them  un- 
called.   They  were  abominably  startled." 

"  Thou  art  tnost  fearfully  rash,  Wildrake,"  said  his 
companion ;  *'  we  are  now  bound  for  the  house— what 
if  thev  should  remi.niber  thee?" 

'*  Why,  it  i.s  no  treasoii,  is  it  7  No  one  has  paid  for 
peepiiii;  since  Tom  of  Coventry's  days ;  and  if  he 
came  in  for  a  reckoning,  belike  it  was  for  a  bt>tt(>r  treat 
than  mine.  Rut  tnist  me,  they  will  no  more  know 
me,  than  a  iiinn  who  had  onW  seen  your  friend  Noll 
at  a  convtnticle  of  saints  would  know  the  same  Oliver 
on  hor!H-back,  and  charging  with  his  lobstcr-taileJ 
squadron  ;  or  ihrsninc  Null  cracking  a  jest  and  a  bot- 
tle with  wjckid  WalltT  the  poet." 

*'  Hush  !  not  a  word  of  Oliver,  as  thou  dost  value 
thyw  If  and  mo.  It  is  ill  jesting  with  the  ro<rk  you 
may  ^plit  on.— But  here  is  the  gale— wo  will  disturb 
thi'»H.'  honest  crnilenicn's  recreations." 

Ah  he  b']x)kvy  ho  applied  the  large  and  ponderous 
kno  ker  to  tlip  hall  rioor. 

'*  Rat-tat-tat-too !''  said  Wildrake ;  "  there  is  a  fine 
alarm  to  y(»u  cuckolds  and  roundheads !"  He  then 
half- mimicked,  half-sung  the  march  so  called:— 

"  Curlcnld*.  ctime  Aiu,  rurkuldi,  come  dig ; 
Iloufid  at)uut  cuckuldii,  cume  donoe  to  roy  jig  I** 

"  By  H<'avon !  this  pns.<vs  midsummer  frenzy,"  said 
Evernrd,  tnniin;r  autiiilv  on  him. 

•*  \oi  a  hit,  not  a  hit/'  nplid  Wildrake;  "it  is  but 
a  sliiiliT  fxp<-cior;ifion,  just  hke  what  one  makrw  lie- 
fort-  t)i'jriniiii)K  »  loiiu  pfx^c  h.  I  will  l»e  grave  for  an 
hour  to:!<  iluT,  now  I  have  got  that  point  of  war  out 
of  my  head." 


As  he  spoke,  steps  were  heard  in  the  hall,  and  the 
wicket  of  the  great  door  was  partly  opened,  but  se- 
cured with  a  chain  in  cas(>  of  accidents.  The  visage 
of  Tomkins,  and  that  of  Jocehnc  beneath  it,  appeared 
at  the  chink,  illuminated  by  the  lamp  which  the  latter 
held  in  his  hand,  and  Tomkins  demanded  the  mean- 
ing of  this  alarm. 

^I  demand  instant  admittance!"  sakl  Everard. 
'*  Joliffe,  you  know  me  well  7" 

"I  da  sir,"  replied  Joceline,  "and  could  admit  yoa 
with  all  my  heart '^  but,  alas!  sir,  you  see  I  am  not 
key-keeper.  Here  is  the  gentleman  whose  warrant  I 
must  walk  by— The  Lord  help  me,  seeing  times  are 
such  as  they  he !" 

"And  when  that  gentleman,  who  I  think  may  be 
Master  Desborough's  valet" 

"  His  honour's  unworthy  Kccretary,  an  it  please 
you,"  interposed  Tomkins '^  while  VVildrake  whis- 
pered in  Everard's  ear,  "  I  will  he  no  longer  secretary. 
Mark,  thou  wert  quite  right— the  clerk  must  be  the 
more  gentlemanly  calling." 

"And  if  you  are  Master  Desborough's, secretary. 
I  presume  you  know  me  and  my  condition  well 
enough,"  said  Everard,  addressing  the  Independent, 
"not  to  hesitate  to  admit  me  and  my  attendant  to  a 
night's  quarters  in  the  Lodffe?" 

Surely  not,  surely  not,"  said  the  Independent— 
"  that  is,  if  your  worship  thinks  you  would  be  better 
accommodated  here  than  up  at  the  house  of  enter- 
tainment in  the  town,  which  men  unprofiybly  call 
Saint  George's  Inn.  There  is  but  confined  accom- 
modation here,  your  honoui^and  we  have  been  frayed 
out  of  our  hves  already  by  the  visitation  of  Satan— 
albeit  his  fiery  dart  is  now  quenched." 

"This  may  be  all  well  in  its  place.  Sir  Secretary," 
said  Everard ;  "  and  you  may  find  a  corner  for  it 
when  you  are  next  tempted  to  plav  the  preachtT.  But 
I  will  take  it  for  no  apology  for  keeping  me  here  m 
the  cold  harvest  wind  ;  and  if  not  presently  received, 
and  suitably  too,  I  will  report  you  to  your  master  for 
insolence  in  your  office."  ,     .. ,  ,         ~ 

The  secretary  of  Deshorough  did  not  dare  offer 
farther  opposition;  for  it  is  well  known  that  Des- 
horough himself  only  held  his  consequence  as  a  kins- 
man of  Cromwell;  and  the  Lord  General,  who  was 
well  nigh  paramount  already,  was  known  to  be 
strongly  favourable  both  to  the  elder  and  younger 
Everard.  It  is  true,  they  were  Presbyterians  and  he 
an  Independent;  and  that,  though  sharing  those 
sentiments  of  correct  morality  and  more  devoted 
relicjous  feeling,  by  whic*',  with  few  exceptions,  the 
Parliamentarian  party  were  distinmiishtd,  the  Eve- 
rards  were  not  disposed  to  cairy  these  attnbutes  to 
the  extreme  of  enthusiasm,  practised  by  so  many 
others  at  the  time.  Yet  it  was  well  known  that 
whatever  might  be  Cromwell's  own  religious  creed, 
he  was  not  uniformly  bounden  by  it  in  the  choice  of 
his  favourites,  but  extended  his  countenance  to  those 
who  could  ser\'e  him,  even  although,  according  to  the 
phrase  of  the  time,  they  came  out  of  the  darkness  of 
Eg>'pt.  The  character  of  the  elder  Everard  stood 
very  high  for  wisdom  and  sagacity ;  besides,  being  of 
a  good  family  and  competent  fortune,  his  adherence 
would  lend  a  dignity  to  any  t=ide  he  might  espouse. 
Then  his  son  had  been  a  distinguished  and  success- 
ful soldier,  remarkable  for  the  discipline  he  maintained 
among  his  men,  the  bravery  which  he  showed  in  the 
time  of  action,  and  the  humanity  with  which  he  was 
alwavs  ready  to  qualify  the  consequences  of  victory. 
Such' men  were  not  to  be  neglected,  when  many  signs 
combined  to  show  that  the  parties  in  the  state,  who 
had  siiccessfuily  accomplished  the  deposition  and 
death  of  the  king,  were  spetniily  to  quarrel  among 
themselves  about  the  division  of  the  spoils.  The  two 
Everards  were  therefore  much  courted  by  Cromwell, 
and  their  influence  with  him  was  supposed  to  be  so 
great,  that  trusty  Master  Secretary  Tomkins  caret!  not 
to  expose  himself  to  risk,  by  contending  with  Colonel 
Everard  for  such  a  trifle  as  a  night's  lodging,  or  a 
greater  thing.  . .     . ,  r  . 

Joceline  was  active  on  his  side— more  lights  wei** 
ohtaintd— more  wood  thrown  on  the  fire— and  tne 
two  newly-arrivfd  strangers  were  intrcxluc***!  mto 
Victor  Lee's  parlour,  as  it  was  called,  from  the  d<o- 
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tore  ov(?r  the  chimney-piece,  which  we  have  already 
described.  It  was  several  minuten  ere  Colonel  Eve- 
rard  could  recover  his  general  stoicism  of  deportment, 
■o  strongly  was  he  impressed  by  findinK  himself  in 
the  apartment,  under  whose  roof  he  had  passed  so 
many  of  the  happiest  hours  of  his  life.  There  was 
the  cabinet,  which  he  had  seen  opened  with  such 
feelings  of  delight  when  Sir  Henrv  Lee  dei^^ned  to 
give  him  instructions  in  fishing,  and  to  exhibit  hooks 
and  lines,  together  with  all  the  materials  for  making 
the  artificial  ny,  then  little  known.  There  hung  the 
ancient  family  picture,  which,  from  some  odd  mvs- 
tehous  expressions  of  his  uncle  relating  to  it,  had  be- 
come to  his  boyhood,  nay,  his  early  youth,  a  subject 
of  curiosity  and  of  fear.  He  remembered  how,  when 
left  alone  m  the  apartment,  the  searching  eye  of  the 
old  warrior  seemed  alwavs  bent  upon  his,  in  what- 
ever part  of  the  room  he  placed  himself,  and  how  his 
chiMish  imagination  was  perturbed  at  a  phenomenon, 
for  which  he  could  not  account. 

With  these  came  a  thousand  dearer  and  warmer 
recollections  of  his  early  attachment  to  his  pretty 
cousin  Alice,  when  he  assisted  her  at  her  lessons, 
brought  water  for  her  flowers,  or  accompanied  her 
while  she  sung;  and  he  remembered  that  while  her 
father  looked  at  them  vnth  a  good-humoured  and 
careless  smile,  he  had  once  heard  him  mutter,  "  And 
if  it  should  turn  out  so— why  it  might  be  best  for 
both,"  and  the  theories  of  happiness  he  had  reared  on 
these  words.  All  these  visions  had  been  dispelled  by 
the  trumpet  of  war,  which  called  Sir  Henry  liee  and 
himself  to  opposite  sides ;  and  the  transactions  of  this 
▼ery  day  had  shown,  that  even  Everard's  success  as 
•  soldier  and  a  statesman  seemed  absolutely  to  pro- 
hibit the  chance  of  their  being  revived. 

He  was  waked  out  of  this  unpleasing  reverie  by 
the  approach  of  Joceline,  who,  being;  possibly  a  sea- 
soned toper,  had  made  the  additional  arrangements 
with  more  expedition  and  accuracy,  than  could  have 
been  expected  from  a  person  engaged  as  he  had  been 
■inr^  nightfall. 

He  now  wished  to  know  the  Colonel's  directions 
for  the  night 

"  Would  he  eat  any  thingT' 

"No." 

"  Did  his  honour  choose  to  accept  Sir  Henry  Lee's 
bed,  which  was  ready  prepared  1" 

"Yes." 

"That  of  Mistress  Alice  Lee  should  be  prepared  for 
the  Secretary." 

"On  pain  of  thine  ears— No,"  replied  Everard. 

"  Where  then  was  the  worthy  Secretary  to  be  quar- 
tered 7" 

"  In  the  dog-kennel,  if  you  list,"  replied  Colonel 
Everard;  "but,"  added  lye,  stepping  to  the  sleeping 
apartment  of  Alice,  which  opened  from  the  parlour, 
locking  it,  and  taking  out  the  key,  "  no  one  shall  pro- 
fiine  this  chamber." 

"  Had  his  honour  any  other  commands  for  the 
night?" 

None  save  to  clear  the  apartment  of  vonder  man. 
—My  clerk  will  remain  with  me— I  nave  orders 
which  must  be  written  out. — Yet  stay— Thou  gavest 
my  letter  this  morning  to  Blistress  Alice?" 

**Idid." 

"Tell  me.  good  Joceline,  what  she  said  when  she 
received  it?*' 

"  She  seemed  much  concemedj  sir ;  and  indeed  I 
think  that  she  wept  a  little— but  indeed  she  seemed 
Tery  much  distressed." 

*^And  what  message  did  she  send  to  me?" 

"  None,  may  it  please  your  honour— She  began  to 
Soy,  *Tell  my  cousin  Everard  that  I  will  communi- 
cate my  uncle's  kind  purpose  to  my  father,  if  I  can 
Bet  fitting  opportunity— but  that  I  greatly  fear*- and 
there  chf^ck^  herself,  as  it,  were,  and  said,  *  I  will 
write  to  my  cousin ;  and  as  it  may  be  late  ere  I  have 
an  opportunity  of  speaking  with  my  father,  do  thou 
come  for  my  answer  after  service.'- So  I  went  to 
church  myself,  to  while  away  the  time ;  but  when  I 
returned  to  the  Chase,  I  found  this  man  had  sum- 
moned my  master  to  surrender,  and,  right  or  wrong, 
I  must  put  him  in  possession  ot  the  Lodge.  I  would 
iain  xiave  given  your  honour  a  hint  that  the  old  knight 


and  my  young  mistreaa  wen  like  to  take  yon  on  the 

form,  but  I  could  not  mend  the  matter." 

"  Thou  hast  done  well,  good  fellow,  and  I  will 
remember  thee.— And  now,  my  masters,"  he  said, 
advancing  to  the  brace  of  clerks  or  secretaries,  who 
had  in  the  mean  while  sat  quietly  down  beside  the 
stone  bottle,  and  made  up  acquaintance  over  a  glass 
of  its  contents—"  Let  me  remmd  you,  that  the  night 
wears  late." 

"  There  is  something  cries  tinkle,  tinkk^  tn  ths 
bottle  yet "  said  WUdrake,  in  reply. 

"  Hem  I  hem !  hem !"  coughed  the  Colonel  of  the 
Parliament  service ;  and  if  his  lips  did  not  curse  ha 
companion's  imprudence,  I  will  not  answer  Cor  what 
arose  in  his  heart.-^.Mrell !"  he  said,  observing  thiU 
Wildrake  had  filled  his  own  glass  and  Tomkins's, 
"  take  that  parting  glass  and  begone." 

"Would  you  not  be  pleased  to  hear  first,"  said 
Wildrake,  '^how  this  honest  gentleman  saw  the  deril 
to-night  look  through  a  pane  of  yonder  window,  and 
how  ne  thinks  he  had  a  mighty  strong  resemblance 
to  your  worship's  humble  slave  and  varlet  scribbler? 
Would  you  but  hear  this,  sir,  and  just  np  a  glass  of 
this  very  recommendable  strong  waters  r' 

"I  will  drink  none,  sir,"  Mud  Colonel  Everard 
sternly;  "and  I  have  to  tell  you,  that  you  have 
drunken  a  glass  too  much  alr»uly.— Mr.  Tomkios, 
air,  I  wish  vou  good-night." 

"  A  word  in  season  at  parting,"  saki  Tomkins, 
standing  up  behind  the  long  leathern  back  of  a  chsir, 
hemming  and  snuffling  as  if  preparing  for  an  exhorta- 
tion. 

"  Excuse  me,  sir,"  replied  Markham  Everard ;  joa 
are  not  now  sufficiently  yourself  to  guide  the  devobon 
of  others." 

"  Wo  be  to  them  that  reject  P'  said  the  Secrecaiy  of 
the  Commissioners,  stalking  out  of  the  room— the 
rest  was  lost  in  shutting  the  door,  or  suppressed  for 
fear  of  offence. 

"  And  now,  fool,  Wildrake,  begone  to  thy  bed- 
yonder  it  lies,  pointing  to  the  knight* s  apartment 

"  What,  thou  hast  secured  the  lady's  tor  thyself?  I 
saw  thee  put  the  key  in  thy  pocket." 

"  I  would  not— indeed,  I  could  not  sleep  in  that 
apartment— I  can  sleep  nowhere— but  I  will  waicb 
m  this  arm-chair.  I  have  made  him  place  wood  for 
repairing  the  fire.— Gkxxi  now,  go  to  bed  thyseU  lod 
sleep  oftthy  liquor." 

"  Liquor  f— I  laugh  thee  to  scorn,  Mark— tboo  art  s 
milksop,  and  the  son  of  a  milksop,  and  know'st 
not  what  a  good  fellow  can  do  in  the  way  of  cnwuns 
on  hiini?fit  cup/* 

"  Thp  whole  vic«3  of  his  faction  are  in  this  poor 
felloH'  inciivuliifilly,"  snid  the  Colonel  to  himself  efe- 
ing  his  proteiB*  rtsknnce,  as  the  other  retrested  into 
iht?  btslroontt  with  no  very  steady  pace — "  He  is  reck- 
leea,  inreiiipcrafe,  Hiiii?citme:  ana  if  I  cannot  get  him 
wifdy  *ihippfd  £>?  France,  he  will  certainly  be  bodi 
his  own  mjn  and  nnnij.— Yet  withal,  he  is  kii^d 
brave,  and  generous,  and  would  have  kept  the  fiuta 
with  me  which  he  now  expects  from  me ;  and  in  what 
consists  the  merit  of  our  truth,  if  we  observe  not  our 

flighted  word  when  we  have  promised  to  onr  horti 
will  take  the  hberty,  hovrever,  to  secure  myseh 
against  farther  interruption  on  his  part." 

So  saying,  he  locked  the  door  of  communicalioo 
betwixt  the  sleeping-room,  to  which  the  cavalier  had 
retreated,  and  the  parlour ;— and  then,  after  pacinc 
the  floor  thoughtfully,  returned  to  his  seat,  tnmmea 
the  lamp,  and  drew  out  a  number  of  letters, — "  I  will 
read  these  over  once  more,"  he  said,  "  that,  if  possh 
ble,  the  thought  of  public  aflfiurs  may  ezpel  this  keen 
sense  of  i>er8onaI  sorrow.  Gracious  Provideoe^ 
where  is  this  to  end !  We  have  sacrificed  the  pesos 
of  our  familiea,  the  warmest  wishes  of  our  young 
hearts,  to  right  the  country  in  which  we  were  born, 
and  to  free  her  from  oppression;  yet  it  appears,  that 
every  step  we  have  made  towards  liberty,  hsA  but 
brought  us  in  view  of  new  and  more  terrific  perils,  as 
he  who  travels  in  a  mountainous  region,  is,  by  every 
step  which  elevates  him  higher,  placed  in  a  atualioD 
of  more  imminent  hazard.' 

He  read  long  and  attentively,  various  tedkxn  sod 
embarrassed  letters,  in  which  toe  vrriteti,  placing  ba> 
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ton  him  the  glory  of  God,  and  the  (rcfidom  and  liber- 
tien  of  Rnuland,  as  their  supreme  endts  cou'.d  not,  by 
ail  the  ambagiiury  exprewiona  ihey  made  uae  of,  pre- 
vent the  shrewd  eye  of  Markham  Kveranl  from  aec- 
inj^  thiit  self-interrst  and  views  of  ambition  were 
the  principal  moving-aprings  at  the  bottom  of  their 
plots. 

CHAPTER   VI. 

9np  itealii  on  an  even  like  hi«  brother  Death— 

We  know  not  when  it  coniR*— %re  know  it  most  eomo— 

Wr  may  affrct  to  leom  and  to  contemn  it. 

For  'tin  the  hiffheit  pride  of  human  miserj , 

To  My  it  knowii  not  of  an  opiate : 

Y^t  tlie  rf  ft  parent,  the  despairinc  lover, 

Evrn  the  poi»r  wretch  who  waits  for  execation, 

Fe^U  thi«  oblivion,  ayaiMt  which  he  thouctit 

Hid  witeii  had  arm'd  hit  lenMe,  iteal  upon  him, 

And  ihrovffh  the  fencelcw  citadel-U»e  body— 

BurpriM  that  haufhty  larriioo-the  mind.— Hkkbut. 

Coi^NEL  EvEiiARD  experienced  the  truth  contained 
in  the  vrraca  of  the  quaint  old  bard  whom  we  have 
quoted  above.  Amid  private  grief,  and  aiixiety  for  a 
country  long  a  prey  to  civil  war.  and  not  likely  to  fall 
soon  under  any  fixed  or  well-eptablished  lorm  of 
gOTernmint,  Rverard  anil  his  father  had,  like  many 
othera,  turned  thrir  eyes  to  General  Cromwell,  as  the 
person  whom  valour  had  made  him  the  darling  of  the 
srmy,  whose  strong  sagacity  had  hitherto  predomi- 
nate over  the  hi^di  talents  by  which  he  had  been  as- 
nilrd  in  Parliament,  as  well  as  over  his  enemies  in 
the  fkld,  and  who  was  alone  in  the  situation  to  aettU 
the  nation,  as  the  phrase  then  went ;  or,  in  other 
words,  to  dictate  the  mode  of  government.  The  fa- 
ther and  son  were  both  reputed  to  stand  high  in  the 
General's  favour.  But  Markham  Evurard  was  con- 
scious of  some  particulars,  which  induced  him  to 
doubt  whether  Cromwell  actually,  and  at  heart,  bore 
either  to  his  father  or  to  himself  that  good-will 
which  was  generally  believed.  He  knew  him  for  a 
profound  politician,  who  could  veil  for  any  length  of 
time  his  real  sentiments  of  men  and  thmgs,  until 
they  could  be  displayed  without  prejudice  to  his  intt*- 
lest.  And  he  moreover  knew  that  the  General  was 
not  likely  lo  forget  the  opposition  which  the  Prf^ah^*- 
terian  party  had  offered  to  what  Oliver  called  theClreal 
Matt(T— the  trial,  namely  and  execution  of  the  Kjng. 
In  this  opposition,  his  father  and  he  had  iinxjotigly 
conctimfl,  nor  had  the  artniments,  norevcn  tht-  half- 
expn^ssed  threats  of  Troni  well,  induced  them  to  flinch 
from  that  course,  far  less  to  pennit  their  names  to  be 
introduced  into  the  commission  nominated  to  sit  in 
judcment  on  that  memorable  occasion. 

This  hesitation  had  occasioned  some  temporary 
coldness  l>ctwecn  the  General  and  the  Rvcrards, 
father  and  son.  But  as  the  latter  remained  in  the 
srmy,  and  bore  arms  under  Cromwell,  both  in  Soot- 
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lanff,  and  finally  at  Worcester,  his  services  very 
frequently  called  forth  the  approbation  of  his  com- 
mander. .After  the  fight  of  Worcester,  in  particular, 
he  was  among  the  number  of  those  officers  on  whom 
Oliver,  rather  considering  the  actual  and  practical 
extent  of  hi«  own  power,  tnan  the  name  under  which 
he  Kxerciscti  it,  was  with  diflficulty  withheld  from  im- 
posing: the  dignity  of  Knights- Bannerets  at  his  own 
will  and  pleasure.  It  therefore  seemed,  that  all  re- 
eollertion  of  former  disagreement  was  obliterated, 
snd  that  the  Everards  had  regained  their  former 
ftron£!h«>id  in  the  fienerars  affections.  There  were, 
indeed,  several  who  doubted  this^  and  who  endea- 
voured to  bring  over  this  distinguished  young  officer 
to  sotne  o(hf*r  of  the  parties  which  divided  the  infant 
Commonwealth.  But  to  these  proposals  he  turned  a 
deaf  ear.  Enough  of  blood,  he  said,  had  been  spilled 
— it  was  time  that  the  nation  should  have  repose 
under  a  firmly  established  government,  of  strength 
snfficirnt  to  prf)tect  property,  and  of  lenity  enough  to 
encourage  the  return  of  tranquillity.  This,  he  thought, 
could  only  be  accornpliMhrd  by  means  of  Cromwell, 
and  the  greater  part  of  England  was  of  the  same 
opinion.  It  is  true,  that,  in  thus  submitting  to  the 
domination  of  a  successful  soldier,  those  who  did  so, 
forgot  the  principles  upon  which  tney  had  drawn  the 
sword  acrainst  the  late  King.  But  in  revolutions, 
BCcrn  and  high  principles  sre  often  obUged  to  give 
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way  to  the  current  of  existing  circumstances;  and  m 
many  a  case^  when;  wars  have  been  waged  for  points 
of  metaphvsical  right,  they  have  brt.-n  at  last  gladly 
terminated,  upon  the  mere  hope  of  obtaining  general 
tranquillity,  as,  after  many  a  long  siege,  a  garrison 
is  often  glad  to  submit  on  mere  security  for  life  and 
limb. 

Colonel  Everard,  therefore,  felt  that  the  support 
which  he  afforded  Cromwell,  was  only  under  the 
idea,  that,  amid  a  choice  of  evils,  the  least  was  likely 
to  ensue  from  a  man  of  the  (Scneral's  wisdom  and 
valour  being  placed  at  the  head  of  the  state ;  and  ha 
was  sensible,  that  Oliver  himself  was  likely  to  con- 
sider his  attachment  as  lukewarm  and  imperfect,  and 
measure  his  gratitude  for  it  upon  the  same  Umited 
scale. 

In  the  mean  while,  however,  circumstances  com 
pelled  him  to  make  trial  of  the  General's  friendsl^p. 
The  sequestration  of  Woodstock,  and  the  warrant  to 
the  Commissionera  to  dispose  oi  it  as  national  pro- 
perty, had  been  long  granted,  but  the  interest  of  the 
elder  Everard  had  for  weeks  and  months  deferred  its 
execution.  The  hour  was  now  approaching  wliea 
the  blow  could  be  no  longer  parried,  especially  as  Sir 
Henry  Loe,  on  his  side,  resisted  every  proposal  of 
submitting  himself  to  the  existing  government,  and 
was  therefore,  now  that  his  hour  of  grace  waspassed, 
enrolled  in  the  list  of  stubliorn  and  irreclaimable  ma- 
lignants,  with  whom  the  Council  of  State  was  deter- 
mined no  longer  to  keep  terms.  The  only  mode  of 
protectin/;  the  old  knight  and  his  daughter,  was  to 
interest,  if  possible,  the  General  himself  in  tlie  mat^ 
ter:  and  revolving  all  the  circumstances  connected 
with  their  intercourse,  Colonel  Everard  felt  that  a 
request,  which  would  so  immediately  interfere  with 
the  interests  of  Desborough,  the  brother-in-law  ot 
Cromwell,  and  one  of  the  present  Commissioners, 
was  putting  to  a  very  severe  trial  the  friendship  of  Uio 
latter.    Yet  no  alternative  remained. 

With  this  view,  and  agreeablv  to  a  request  from 
Cromwell,  who  at  parting  had  been  very  urgent  to 
have  his  written  opinion  upon  public  affairs,  Cplonsl 
Everard  passed  the  earlier  part  of  the  nimt  in  ar- 
ranging his  ideas  upon  the  state  of  the  Common- 
wealth, in  a  plan  which  he  thought  likely  to  be  ao- 
ceptable  to  Cromwell,  as  it  exhorted  him,  under  the 
aid  of  Providence,  to  become  the  saviour  of  the  stat& 
bv  convoking  a  free  Pariiament,  and  by  their  aid 
placing  himself  at  the  head  of  some  form  of  hberal 
and  established  government  which  might  supersede 
the  state  of  anarchy,  in  which  the  nation  was  other- 
wise likclv  to  be  merged.  Taking  a  general  view  of 
the  totally  broken  condition  of  the  Royalist^  and  of 
the  various  factions  which  now  convulsed  the  statsy 
he  showed  how  this  might  be  done  without  blood- 
shed or  violence.  From  this  topic  he  descended  to 
the  propriety  of  kcet)ing  up  the  becoming  state  of  the 
Executive  Government,  in  whose  hands  soever  it 
should  be  lodged,  and  thus  showed  Cromwell,  as  the 
future  Stadtholder,  or  Consul,  or  Lieutenant-Genersl 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  a  prospect  of  demesne 
and  residences  becoming  his  dignity.  Then  he  natu- 
rally passed  to  the  disparking  and  destroying  of  the 
royal  residences  of  En)dand,  made  a  woful  picture  of 
the  demolition  which  impended  over  Woodstock,  and 
interceded  for  the  preservation  of  that  beautiful  seat. 
as  a  matter  of  personal  favour,  in  which  he  foond 
himself  deeply  inten'sied. 

Colonel  Everard.  when  he  had  finished  his  letter, 
did  not  find  himwlf  greatly  risen  ih  his  own  optnioii. 
In  the  course  of  his  political  conduct,  he  had  till  that 
hour  avoided  mixing  up  personal  motives  with  his 
public  grounds  of  action^  and  yet  he  now  felt  himself 
making  such  a  composition,  nut  he  comforted  him- 
self, or  at  least  silenced  thisunpleasing  recpllectiou, 
with  the  consideration,  that  the  weal  of  Britain,  stu- 
died under  the  aspect  of  the  times,  absolutely  required 
that  Cnjmwell  should  be  at  the  head  of  the  govern- 
ment; and  that  the  interest  of  Sir  Henry  I.e#\  or 
rather  his  safety  and  his  existence,  no  less  emphati- 
cally demandi>d  the  preser\'ation  of  Woodstock,  and 
his  residence  there.  Was  it  a  fault  of  his,  that  the 
same  road  should  lead  to  both  these  ends,  or  that  hie 
private  interest,  and  that  of  the  coimtry,  shouki  ht^ 
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pen  to  mix  in  the  Mme  letter?  He  hardened  himself; 
therefore,  to  the  an,  made  up  and  addreaiied  hit 
packet  to  the  Lord  General,  and  then  aealed  it  with 
nis  seal  of  arms.  This  done,  he  lay  back  in  his  chair; 
and,  in  spite  of  his  exp*  nations  to  the  contrary,  Ml 
■sleep  in  the  course  of  his  reflections,  anxious  and 
harassing  as  they  were,  and  did  not  awaken  until  the 
cold  gray  light  of  dawn  was  peeping  through  the  east* 
em  oriel. 

He  started  at  first,  rousing  himself  with  the  sensa- 
tion of  one  who  awakes  in  a  place  unknown  to  him  i 
but  the  localities  instantly  forced  themselves  on  his 
recollection.  The  lamp  huming  dimly  in  the  socket, 
the  wood  fire  almost  extinguished  in  its  own  white 
embers,  the  gloomy  picture  over  the  chimney-piece, 
the  sealed  packet  on  the  table — all  reminded  him  of 
the  events  of  vesterday,  and  his  deliberations  of  the 
tuccceding  nignt. 

"There  is  no  help  for  it."  he  said;  "it  must  be 
Cromwell  or  anarchy.  And  probably  the  sense  thai 
his  title,  as  head  of  the  Executive  Government,  is  de- 
rived merely  from  popular  consent,  may  check  the  too 
namral  proneness  of  power  to  render  itself  arbitrary. 
If  he  govern  by  Parliaments,  and  with  regard  to  the 
privileges  of  the  subject,  wherefore  not  Oliver  as  well 
as  Charles'?  But  1  must  take  measures  for  having 
this  conveyed  safely  to  the  hands  of  tnis  future  sove- 
reign prince.  It  will  be  well  to  take  the  first  word  of 
innuence  wiih  him,  since  there  must  be  many  who 
will  not  hesitate  to  recommend  councils  more  violent 
and  precipitate." 

He  determined  to  intrust  the  important  packet  to 
the  charge  of  WJdrake,  whose  rashness  was  never  so 
distinguished,  as  when  by  any  chance  he  was  left  idle 
and  unemployed;  besides,  even  if  his  faith  had  not 
been  otherwise  unimpeachable,  the  obligations  which 
he  owed  to  his  friend  Evcrard  must  have  rendered  it 
■uch. 

These  conclusions  passed  through  Colonel  Rve- 
rard's  mind,  as,  collecting  the  remains  of  wood  in  the 
chimney,  he  gathered  them  into  a  hearty  blazt*-,  to  re- 
move toe  uncomfortable  feeling  of  chilliness  which 
pervaded  his  hmbs;  and  by  the  time  be  was  a  little 
more  warm,  avain  sunk  into  a  slumber,  which  was 
only  dispi'lled  by  the  beams  of  morning  peeping  into 
his  apartment 

He  arose,  roused  himself,  walked  up  and  down  the 
room,  and  looked  from  the  large  oriel  window  on  the 
nearest  objects,  which  were  the  untrimmed  hedges 
and  neglected  walks  of  a  certain  wilderness,  as  it  is 
called  in  ancient  treatises  on  gardening,  which,  kept 
of  yore  well  ordered,  and  in  all  the  pride  of  the  topiary 
art,  presented  a  8ucci-asion  of  yew-trees  cut  into  fan- 
tasuc  forms,  of  close  alley:«.  and  of  open  walks,  filling 
about  two  or  three  acres  of  ground  on  that  side  of  the 
Lodge,  and  forming  a  boundary  betwei.'n  its  imme- 
diate precincts  and  the  open  Park.  Its  enclosure  w;ns 
now  broken  down  in  many  places,  and  the  hinds  with 
their  fawns  fed  frae  and  unstartled  up  to  the  very 
windows  of  the  silvan  palace. 

This  had  been  a  favourite  scene  of  Markham's 
sports  wlien  a  boy.  He  could  still  distinguish,  though 
now  grown  out  of  shape,  the  veniant  battlements  of 
a  Gothic  castle,  all  created  by  the  gardener  s  shears, 
at  which  he  was  accustomed  to  shoot  his  arrows;  or, 
■talking  btifore  it  like  the  knight-errants  of  whom  he 
read,  was  wont  tti  blow  his  horn,  and  bid  defiance  to 
the  supposed  giant  or  Pay  uim  knight,  by  whom  it  was 
g&rrisoned.  He  roniembereii  how  he  used  to  train  his 
cousin,  though  several  years  younger  than  himself,  to 
bear  a  part  in  those  revels  of  his  boyish  fancy,  and  to 
play  the  character  of  an  elfin  pajrc,  or  a  fairy,  or  an 
enchanted  princess.  He  remeiiibcrctl,  loo,  many  par- 
ticulars of  their  later  acquaintance,  from  w;hicn  lie 
had  been  almost  necessarily  led  to  (he  conclusion,  thnt 
from  an  early  pr.>riod  their  parents  had  enleriained 
■omeidea.  that  tiuTttmidu  h*f  o  wall-litirti  match  lie- 
twixt  his  fair  cousin  niid  lijiitM^lf.  A  thuasanJ  viiiFonsr 
formed  in  so  hriwhi  a  pro  spec  t,  had  vanishixl  along 
with  It,  but  nowrt^!lurneii  Kkt  efhaHowiri,  to  reattinfl  biuj 
of  all  he  had  lost— nml  (vi  wJial  T~"Fi)r  iht^  soke  oi 
England,'*  his  proud  coni«eiousness  replied,— "  Of : 
England,  in  danger  of  b(!cuining  ihe  prey  at  once  of ' 
bigotry  and  tyranny."    And  he  siangthened  himself  I 


with  the  recollection,  "If  I  hate  Mcriflced  my  pri- 
vate hapfiness,  it  is  that  my  country  may  enioy  liberty 
of  conscience,  and  personal  freeiloni;  which,  under  a 
:  weak  prince  and  usurping  stateeman,  sbe  waabuttoo 
likely  to  have  lost." 

But  the  busy  fiend  in  his  breast  would  not  be  re- 
pulsed by  the  bold  answer.  *'  Has  thy  reeisranoe,"  it 
demanded,  "  availed  thy  country,  Markham  Everanll 
Lies  not  England,  after  so  much  bloodshed,  and  so 
much  misery,  as  low  beneath  the  sword  of  a  fortunate 
soldier,  as  formerly  under  the  sceptre  of  an  encroach- 
ing pnnce?  Are  Parliament,  or  what  remains  of 
them,  fitted  to  contend  with  a  leader,  master  of  his 
soldiers'  hearts,  aa  bold  and  subtle  as  he  is  iinuene- 
trable  in  his  designs  7  This  General,  who  holds  the 
army,  and  by  that  the  fate  of  the  nation,  in  hia  hand, 
will  lie  lay  down  his  power  because  philosophy  wouU 
pronounce  it  his  duty  to  become  a  subject  T* 

He  dared  not  anawer  that  hia  knowled0e  of  Crom- 
well authorized  him  to  expect  any  such  act  of  self- 
denial.  Yet  still  he  considered  that  in  times  of  such 
infinite  difficulty,  that  must  be  the  best  government, 
however  little  desirable  in  itself,  which  should  most 
speedily  restore  peace  to  the  land,  and  stop  the  womidi 
which  the  contending  parties  were  daily  inflicting  oa 
each  other.  He  imagined  that  Cromwell  waa  the 
only  authority  under  which  a  steady  government 
could  be  formed,  and  therefore  had  attached  himself 
to  his  fortune,  though  not  without  considerable  and 
recurring  doubts,  how  far  serving  the  views  of  this 
impenetrable  and  mysterious  General  was  consistent 
with  the  principles  under  which  he  had  assumed 
arms. 

While  these  things  passed  in  his  mind,  Everard 
looked  upon  the  packet  which  lay  on  the  table  ad- 
dressed to  the  Lord  General,  and  which  he  had  mada 
up  before  sleep.  He  hesitated  several  times,  when  he 
remembered  its  purport,  and  in  what  decree  he  must 
stand  committed  with  that  per»maga.  and  bound  to 
support  his  plans  of  aggrandizement,  when  once  that 
communication  was  in  Ohver  Cromwell's 


"  Yet  it  must  be  so,"  he  said  at  last,  with  a  deep 
sigh.  "Among  the  contending  parties,  he  is  the 
strongest— the  widest  and  most  moderate — and  am- 
bitious though  ho  be,  pt'riiaps  not  the  most  dangerous. 
Someone  must  he  trusted  with  power  to  preserve  and 
enforce  general  onler,  and  who  can  poss»«s  or  ^iM 
such  powf  r  like  him  that  is  head  of  the  victorioui 
armies  of  England  ?  Come  what  will  in  future,  peace 
and  the  n'»torati<)ii  of  law  ought  to  be  our  first  and 
most  pressing  ohji-ct.  This  remnant  of  a  parliament 
cannot  keep  their  ground  against  the  army,  by  men 
appeal  to  tne  sanction  of  opinion.  If  they  design  to 
nxlui-e  the  »)ldiery,  it  must  be  by  actual  warfare,  and 
the  land  has  been  too  long  steeped  in  blood.  But 
Cromwell  may,  and  I  trust  will,  make  n  moderate 
RccommocJation  with  them,  on  grounds  by  wiiidi 
r>eace  may  be  preserved ;  and  it  is  this  to  which  wa 
must  look  and  tnist  for  a  settlement  of  the  kingdom, 
alas  I  and  for  the  chance  of  protecting  my  obsiinalft 
kinsman  from  (he  consequences  of  his  honest  though 
absurd  pfiriinacity." 

Silencing  some  internal  feelinas  of  doubt  and  re- 
luctance by  siirh  rraK>ning  as  this,  Markham  Rve> 
rard  continued  in  his  n^ution  to  unite  himwif  with 
Cromwell  in  the  struggle  which  was  evidently  ap- 
proaching betwixt  the  civil  and  military  authorities: 
not  as  the  course  which,  if  at  perfect  liberty,  he  would 
have  preferred  adopting,  but  as  the  best  clioice  be- 
tween two  dangerous  extremities  to  which  the  timei 
had  reduced  him.  He  could  not  help  trembling,  how- 
ever, when  he  recollected  that  hia  father,  tnough 
hitherto  the  admirer  of  Cromwell,  as  the  implement 
by  Mhom  so  m:iny  marvels  had  been  wrought  in 
En^lniid,  might  not  be  disposed  to  unite  with  his  in- 
lere^c  ngainsi  that  of  the  Long  Parliament,  of  which 
h^  ha;i  been,  till  partly  laid  aside  by  con  tinned  indispo- 
-:::  an  active  and  leading  member.  This  doubt 
was  obli^txl  to  swallow,  or  strangle,  as  be 
^iiiiiht ;  buicoiisokd  hims«  If  with  thonady  argument, 
that  it  was  impossible  his  father  could  see  matters  in 
anoth'T  light  than  that  in  which  they  occurred  to 
himself. 
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CHAPTER  VII. 


DcTCRMiNfiD  at  ien$rth  to  dcf^ntch  his  packet  to 
Ihe  General  without  delay,  Colonel  Evcrard  approach- 
ed the  door  of  the  apartment,  in  which,  as  was  evi- 
dent fix>in  the  heavy  hrea thing  within,  the  prisoner 
Wildrake  enjoyed  a  (Jeep  slumber,  under  the  influence 
of  liquor  at  once  and  of  fatigue.  In  turning  the  key, 
the  bolt,  which  was  rather  rusty,  made  a  resistance 
9o  noisy,  as  partly  to  attract  the  sleeper's  attention, 
though  not  to  awnke  him.  Everard  stood  by  his  bed- 
Mdc,  as  he  heard  him  mutter,  "Is  it  morning  already. 
Jailer?— Why,  you  dog,  an  you  hod  but  a  cast  of  hu- 
manity in  you,  you  would  qualify  your  vile  news  with 
a  cup  of  sack ;— hanging  is  sorry  work,  my  masters— 
and  sorrow's  dry." 

"Up,  Wildrake— up,  thou  ill-omened  dreamer !"  said 
bis  fnend,  shaking  him  by  the  collar. 

"  Hands  ofl^r'  answered  the  sleeper.— "I  can  climb 
a  ladder  without  help,  I  trow."— He  then  sat  up  in  the 
bed,  and  opening  his  eyes,  stared  around  him,  and 
exclaimed,  Zounds!  Mark,  is  it  only  thou?  I  thought 
It  was  all  over  with  me— fetters  were  struck  from  my 
legfi— rope  drawn  round  my  gullet— irons  knocked  on 
my  hanos— all  ready  for  a  dance  in  the  open  element ! 
open  slight  footing." 

"  Truce  with  thy  folly,  Wildrake  I  Sure  the  devil  of 
drink,  to  whom  thou  hast,  I  think,  sold  thyself" 

**  For  a  hogshead  of  sack,"  interrupted  Wildrake ; 
**  the  bargain  was  made  in  a  cellar  in  the  Vintry." 

**  I  am  as  mad  as  thou  art,  to  trust  any  thing  to 
thee,"  said  Markham ;  "  I  scarce  believe  thuu  hast 
thy  senses  yet." 

'*  What  should  ail  me?"  said  Wildrake— "I  trust  I 
have  not  tasted  liquor  in  my  sleep,  saving  that  1  dream- 
ed of  drinking  small-beer  with  Old  Noll,  of  his  own 
brew  ins.  But  do  not  look  so  glum,  man— I  am  the 
same  Roger  Wildrake  that  I  ever  was ;  as  wild  as  a 
mallard,  but  as  true  as  a  game-cock.  I  am  thine  own 
chum,  man— bound  to  thee  by  thy  kind  deeds— </e- 
vinctua  6«n«/fcto— there  is  Latm  for  it ;  and  where  is 
the  thing  thou  wilt  charge  me  with,  that  I  will  not,  or 
dare  not  execute,  were  it  to  pick  the  devil's  teeth  with 
my  rapier,  after  he  had  breakfasted  upon  round- 
beads?" 

"  You  will  drive  me  mad,"  said  Everard.—"  When 
I  am  about  to  intrust  all  I  have  most  valuable  on 
eanh  to  your  management  your  conduct  and  lan- 
guage are  those  of  a  mere  Bedlamite.  Last  night  I 
made  allowance  for  thy  drunken  fury ;  but  who  can 
endure  thy  morning  madness?- it  is  unsafe  for  thy- 
aelf  and  me,  Wildrake— it  is  unkind— I  might  say  im- 
gratefuL" 

**  Nay.  do  not  say  that  my  friend,"  said  the  cava- 
lier, with  some  show  of  reeling ;  "  and  do  not  judge 
of  me  with  n  siweritv  that  cannot  apply  to  such  as  I 
am.  We  who  have  lost  our  all  in  these  sad  jar^  who 
are  compelled  to  shift  for  our  Uving.  not  from  aay  to 
day,  but  from  meal  to  meal— we  whose  only  hiding- 
place  is  the  jail,  whose  prospect  of  final  repose  is  the 
gallows,  what  canst  thou  expect  from  us.  but  to  bear 
fiucb  a  lot  with  a  light  heart,  since  we  should  break 
down  under  it  with  a  heavy  one  ?" 

This  was  spoken  in  a  tone  of  fieeling  which  found  a 
responding  string  in  Everard's  bosom.  He  took  his 
friend's  hand,  and  pressed  it  kindly. 

"  Nay,  if  I  seemed  harsh  to  thee,  Wildrake,^  I  pro- 
fess it  was  for  thine  own  sake  more  than  mine.  I 
know  thou  hast  at  the  bottom  of  thy  levity,  as  deep  a 

Erinciple  of  honour  and  feeling  as  ever  governed  a 
uman  heart  But  thou  art  though tlesfr— thou  art 
rash— and  I  protest  to  thee,  that  wert  thou  to  betray 
thyself  in  this  matter  in  which  I  trust  thee,  the  evil 
conseauences  to  myself  would  not  afflict  me  more 
than  the  thought  of  putting  thee  into  such  danger." 

"Nay,  if  you  take  it  on  that  tone,  Mark,"  said  the 
cavalier,  making  an  effort  to  laugh,  evidently  that  he 
might  conceal  a  tendency  to  a  different  emotion,  "thou 
wilt  make  children  of  us  both— babes  and  sucklings, 
by  the  hilt  of  this  bilbo.— Come,  trust  me ;  I  can  oe 
cautious  when  time  requires  it— no  man  ever  saw  me 
drink  when  an  alert  was  expected— and  not  one  poor 
pint  of  wine  will  I  taste  until  I  have  managed  this 
matter  for  thee.    Wdl,  I  am  thy  secretary— dcrk— I 


had  forgot— and  carry  thy  de(>pRtches  to  Cromwell, 
taking  good  he^d  not  to  be  surprired  or  choused  out 
of  my  tump  of  loynlty,  [striking  his  fiiitfer  on  the 
packet^]  and  I  am  toddivcr  it  to  the  most  loyal  hands 
to  which  it  is  most  humbly  addressed— Adzooks^ 
Mark,  think  of  it  a  moment  longer— Surely  thou  wilt 
not  carry  thy  perverscness  so  far,  as  to  strike  in  with 
this  bloody-minded  rebel?— Bid  me  give  him  threa 
inches  of  my  dudgeon-dagger,  and  I  will  do  it  much 
more  willingly  than  present  him  with  thy  packet." 

"Go  to,"  replied  Everard,  "  this  is  beyond  our  bar- 
gain. If  you  will  help  me,  it  is  well ;  if  not,  let  me 
lose  no  time  in  debating  with  thee,  since  I  think  every 
moment  an  age  till  the  packet  is  in  the  General's  po»> 
session.  It  is  the  only  way  left  me  to  obtain  soma 
protection,  and  a  place  of  refuge,  for  my  uncle  and  hi* 
daughter.'' 

"That  being  the  case,"  said  the  cavalier,  "1  will 
not  spare  the  spur.  My  nag  up  yonder  at  the  town 
will  be  ready  for  the  road  in  a  trice,  and  thou  mayst 
reckon  on  my  being  with  Old  Noll— thy  General,  I 
mean— in  as  snort  tune  as  man  and  horse  may  cor^ 
Slime  betwixt  Woodstoirk  and  Windsor,  where!  think 
1  shall  for  the  presi>nt  find  thy  fri  ma  keeping  po^ 
session  where  he  has  slain." 

"  Hush,  not  a  word  of  that.  Since  we  parted  last 
night  I  have  shaped  thee  a  path  which  will  suit  thee 
better  than  to  assume  the  decency  of  language,  and  of 
outward  manner,  of  which  thou  hast  so  little.  I  have 
acquainted  the  General  that  thou  hast  been  by  bad 
example  and  bad  education" 

"  Which  is  to  be  interpreted  by  contraries,  I  hope," 
said  Wildrake ;  "  f(»r  sure  I  have  been  as  well  bom  and 
bretl  up  as  any  lad  of  Leicestershire  might  desire." 

"Now,  1  pnihee  hush— thou  hast,  1  soy,  by  bod  ex- 
ample, become  at  one  time  a  malignant,  and  mixed 
in  the  party  of  the  late  King.  But  feeing  what  things 
were  wrought  in  the  nation  by  the  General,  thou  hast 
come  to  a  clearness  touching  his  calling  to  be  a  great 
implement  in  the  settlement  of  these  distracted 
kingdoms.  This  account  of  thee  will  not  only  lead 
him  to  pass  over  some  of  thy  eccentricities^  should 
they  break  out  in  spite  of  thee,  but  will  also  give  thee 
an  interest  with  him  as  being  more  especially  attached 
to  his  own  peraon." 

"Doubtless,"  said  W^ildrake,  "  as  every  fisher love^ 
best  the  trouts  that  are  of  his  own  tickling." 

"It  is  likely.  I  think,  he  will  send  thee  hither  wita 
letters  to  me,'*  said  the  Colonel,  "  enabling  me  to  pi^ 
a  stop  to  the  proceedings  of  these  sequestrators,  and 
to  give  poor  old  Sir  Henry  Lee  permission  to  hnger 
out  his  days  among  the  oaks  he  loves  to  look  upoik 
I  have  made  thu  my  request  to  General  Cromwell^ 
and  I  think  my  father's  friendship  and  my  own  may 
stretch  so  far  on  his  regard  without  risk  of  cracking, 
especially  standing  matters  as  they  now  do— thoa 
dost  understand  ?' 

"Entirely  well,"  said  the  cavalier;  "stretch,  quo 
tha  I— I  would  rather  stretch  a  rope  than  hold  com 
merce  with  the  old  King-killing  ruffian.    But  I  harr 
said  I  will  be  guided  by  tliee,  Markham,  and  rat  me 
but  I  will." 

"Be  cautious  then,"  said  Everard,  "mark  weQ 
what  he  does  and  says— more  especially  what  he  doesf 
for  Oliver  is  one  of  those  whose  mind  is  better  known 
by  his  actions  than  by  his  words— and  stay— I  wa^ 
rant  thee  thou  wert  setting  off  without  a  cross  in  thy 
purse?" 

"Too  true,  Mark,"  said  Wildrake,  "the  last  noble 
melted  last  night  among  yonder  blackguard  troopeoi 
of  yours." 

**^Well,  Roper,"  replied  the  Colonel,  "  that  is  easily 
mended."  So  saying,  he  slipped  his  purse  into  lue 
friend's  hand.  "But  art  thou  not  an  inconsidcrats 
weather-brained  fellow,  to  set  forth,  as  thou  wcrl 
about  to  do,  without  any  thing  to  bear  thy  chaige*— 
what  couldst  thou  have  done  r ' 

"  Faith,  I  never  thought  of  that— I  must  have  cried 
Starui,  I  suppose,  to  the  first  pursy  townsman,  or 
greasy  grazier,  that  I  met  o'  the  heath— it  is  many  g 
good  fellow's  shift  in  these  bad  times." 

"  Go  to,"  saki  Everard ;  "  be  cautious— use  none  cf 
your  loose  acquaintance— rule  your  tongue— beware  off 
the  wine-pot— for  there  ia  little  danger  if  thou  couMA 
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only  bill  keep  thyseir  8dber<-Be  moderate  in  ipeech, 
ana  forbear  oatha  and  vaunting." 

"In  ahori,  mciamorohoae  mvsclf  intoaurh  a  prij? 
u  thou  art.  Mark  ?— Wfill,"  aaid  Wildrakc,  "  so  far  aa 
outaidc  will  go.  I  think  I  can  mnke  a  Hope-tm-hiifh 
Bomby*  aa  well  aa  thou  cnnat.  Ah !  thoao  were  meriy 
dnyn  when  we  aaw  Milla  preacnt  Bomby  at  the  For- 
tune playhouse,  Mark,  ere  I  had  lost  mv  laced  cloak 
and  the  jewel  in  my  ear,  or  thou  hadst  f^ottcn  the 
wrinkle  on  thy  brow,  and  the  puritanic  twiat  of  thy 
mustnche!" 

"They  were  like  most  worlrlly  pleasures,  Wild- 
rake,"  replied  Everard,  "  sweet  in  the  mouth  and  bit- 
ter in  digestion.— But  away  with  thee;  and  when 
thou  brin^st  back  my  answer,  thou  wilt  find  me 
either  here  or  at  Saint  Oeom^B  Inn,  at  the  little  bo- 
rough.—(Jooil  luck  to  thee— Be  but  cautious  how  thou 
bearest  thyself." 

The  Colonel  remained  in  deep  meditation.—"  I 
think,"  he  said,  "  I  have  not  pledged  myself  too  far 
to  the  General.  A  breach  between  him  and  the  Par- 
liament seems  inevitable^  and<  would  throw  England 
back  into  civil  war,  of  which  all  men  are  wearied. 
He  may  dislike  my  messenger— yet  that  I  do  not 
greatly  fear.  He  knows  I  would  choose  such  as  I 
can  myself  depend  on,  and  hath  dealt  enough  with 
the  stncter  aort  to  be  aware  that  there  are  among 
them,  as  well  as  elsewhere,  men  who  can  hide  two 
laces  under  one  hood." 


CHAPTER  VIII. 

For  there  in  loAjr  air  vm  wen  to  itand 
1*he  atem  Proteetor  of  th4>  eonqaerM  land  ; 
Drawn  in  thai  look  with  whidi  he  wept  and 
Tam'd  o«t  the  membeni,  and  made  fast  tlie  door. 
Ridding  the  lionee  of  every  knave  and  drone. 
Forced— though  it  ffriHvnd  hlii  MMl-tii  rule  atone. 

2^  fiwik  C—rahlp.-CKkXBM. 

Lbavixg  Colonel  Everard  to  his  meditations,  we 
follow  the  jolly  cnvnlicr,  his  companion,  who,  before 
mounting  at  the  George,  did  not  fail  to  treat  himself 
to  his  morning  draught  of  eggs  and  muscadine,  to 
enable  him  to  fnce  the  harvest  wind. 

Although  he  had  sufTered  himself  to  be  sunk  in  the 
-extravagant  licence  which  was  practised  by  the  cava- 
liers, as  if  to  oppose  their  conduct  in  every  point  to 
the  preciseness  of  their  enemies,  yet  Wildrake,  well- 
bom  and  well-educated,  and  endowed  with  good 
natural  parts,  and  a  heart  which  even  debauchery, 
and  the  wild  life  of  a  roaring  cavalier,  had  not  been 
able  entirely  to  corrupt,  moved  on  his  present  em- 
bassy with  a  strange  mixture  of  feelings,  such  as 
perhaps  he  had  never  in  his  life  before  experienced. 

His  feeling  as  a  loyalist  led  him  to  aetest  Crom- 
well, whom  in  other  circumstances  he  would  scarce 
have  wished  to  see,  except  in  a  field  of  battle,  where 
he  could  have  had  the  pleasure  to  exchange  pistol- 
ahots  with  him.  But  with  this  hatred  there  was  mixed 
a  certain  degree  of  fear.  Always  victorious  wherever 
he  fought,  ino  remarkable  person  whom  Wildrake 
was  now  approaching  had  acquired  that  influence 
over  the  m  nds  of  his  enemies,  which  constant  suc- 
cess ;8  so  apt  to  inspire— they  dreaded  while  they 
paced  him— and  joined  to  these  feelings,  was  a  rest- 
less mctldling  cunosity,  which  made  a  particular  fea- 
ture m  Wild  rake's  character,  who^  having  long  had 
little  btjsiness  of  his  own,  and  canng  nothing  about 
that  wnich  he  had,  was  easily  attracted  byr  the  desire 
of  seeing}  whatever  was  curious  or  interesting  around 
him. 

"  I  should  like  to  see  the  old  rascal  after  all,"  he 
aaid,  "  were  it  but  to  say  that  I  had  seen  him." 

He  r  ached  Windsor  in  the  afternoon,  and  felt  on 
his  arrival  the  sirongt^st  inclination  to  take  up  his 
resid-  nee  at  some  of  his  old  haunts,  when  he  had 
occasionally  frt-ouented  that  fair  town  in  gayer  days. 
But  rc^sistini;  all  temptntions  of  this  kind,  he  went 
courageous! V  lo  the  principal  inn.  from  which  its 
anci<fnt  emblem,  the  Garter,  had  long  disappeared. 
The  inasier,  too,  whom  Wildrake,  experienced  in  his 
knowk-dge  of  landlords  and  h()j»relries,  had  remem- 
berwl  a  dashiiia:  Mine  Host  of  Queen  Bess's  school, 

*  A  puritanic  cltaracter  lu  one  of  Beaumont  and  Fletcher'* 


had  now  sobered  down  to  the  temper  of  the  timet, 
shook  hfs  head  when  he  spoke  of  the  Parliameot, 


wielded  his  spigot  with  the  gravity  of  a  prieat  cod- 

"     Randal 

.      Id  grea  . 
lency  the  Lonl  General.    Wildrake  also  remarked, 


ducting  a  sacrifice,  wished  EnglaiHf  a  happv  i 

of  all  ficr  afflictions,  and  greatly  lauded  nia  Excel- 


that  his  wine  was  better  than  it  was  wont  to  be,  the 
Puritans  having  an  excellent  gift  at  detecting  every 
fallacy  in  that  matter ;  and  that  his  measures  were 
less  and  his  charges  larger— circumatancea  which  be 
was  induced  to  attend  to,  by  mine  boat  talking  a  good 
deal  about  bis  conscience. 

He  was  told  by  this  important  peraonage,  that 
the  Lord  General  received  frankly  all  aorta  of  per- 
sons ;  and  that  he  might  obtain  access  to  him  next 
morning,  at  eight  o'clock,  for  the  trouble  of  (He- 
sent  ing  himself  at  the  Castle-gate,  and  announcing 
himself  as  the  bean:r  of  despatches  to  his  Excellency. 

To  the  Castle  the  disguised  cavalier  repaired  at  the 
hour  appointed.  Admittance  waa  freely  permitted  to 
him  by  the  red-coated  soldier,  who,  with  austeia 
looksL  and  his  musket  on  his  shoulder,  mounted 
giiara  at  the  external  gate  of  that  noble  building. 
Wildrake  crossed  through  the  under  ward,  or  court, 
gazing  as  he  passed  upon  the  beautiful  Chapel,  which 
had  but  lately  received,  in  darkness  and  silence,  the 
unhonoiired  remains  of  the  slaughtered  King  of  Eng- 
land. Rough  as  Wildrake  was,  the  recoilection  of 
this  circumstance  affectetl  him  m  strongly,  that  he 
had  nearly-  turned  back  in  a  sort  of  horror,  rather  than 
face  the  dark  and  daring  man,  to  whom,  amongst  all 
the  actors  in  that  melancholy  affair,  its  tragic  con- 
clusion was  chiefly  to  be  imputed.  But  he  felt  the 
necessity  of  subduing  all  sentimeota  of  this  nature, 
and  compelled  himself  to  proceed  in  a  negotiatioa 
intrusted  to  his  conduct  by  one  to  whom  he  waa  so 
much  obliged  as  Colonel  Everard.  At  the  aaceoi, 
which  passed  by  the  Round  Tower,  he  looked  to  the 
ensign-staflf,  from  which  the  banner  of  England  was 
wont  to  float.  It  was  gone,  with  all  its  nch  emblt- 
zonry,  its  gorgjcous  quarterings,  and  mlendtd  embroi- 
dery; and  in  its  room  wavra  that  of  the  Common- 
wealth, the  cross  of  Saint  George,  in  ita  colours 
of  blue  and  red,  not  vet  intersected  by  the  diagonal 
cross  of  Scotland,  which  was  soon  after  asaunied, 
as  if  in  evidence  of  Engiand'a  conquest  over  her 
ancient  enemy.  This  change  of  enaigna  increased 
the  train  of  his  gloomy  reflections^  in  which,  although 
contrary  to  his  wont,  ne  became  so  deeply  wrappnL 
that  the  first  thing  which  recalled  him  to  himselL 
was  the  challenge  from  the  sentinel,  accompanied 
with  a  stroke  of  the  butt  of  his  muaket  on  the  pave- 
ment with  an  emphasis  which  made  wildrake  start 

"  Whither  away,  and  who  are  you  V 

"The  bearer  of^a  packet,"  anawcred  Wildraka^  "to 
the  worshipful  the  Lord  General" 

"  Stand  till  I  call  the  officer  of  the  guard." 

The  corporal  made  his  appearance,  distinginshfld 
above  those  of  his  command  bv  a  double  quantity  of 
band  round  his  neck,  a  double  height  of  steeple- 
crowned  hat,  a  larger  allowance  of  cloak,  and  a  tre- 
ble proportion  of  sour  gravity  of  aapecL  It  might 
be  ri'ad  on  his  countenance,  that  he  waa  one  of  those 
resolute  enthusiasts  to  whom  Oliver  owed  hts  ooo- 
questa,  whose  religious  zeal  made  them  even  moia 
tlian  a  match  for  the  high-spirited  and  high-bom 
cavaliers,  that  exhausted  tneir  valour  in  vain  defimoe 
of  their  sovereign's  person  and  crown.  He  looked 
with  grave  solemnity  at  Wildrake,  as  if  he  waa  making 
in  his  own  mind  an  inventoir  of  hia  features  and 
dress ;  and  having  fully  perused  them,  he  tequifed  "  u 
know  his  business." 

"  My  business,"  said  Wildrake,  as  fimly  as  hs 
could— for  the  close  investigation  of  thia  man  had 

given  him  some  unpleasant  nervoua  aenaatkm—'^atf 
usiness  is  with  your  General." 
"With  his  Excellency  the  Lord  General,  thoa 
wouldst  say  ?"  replied  the  corporal.  **  Thy  speech,  my 
fri^'nd,  savours  too  Utile  of  the  reverence  due  to  bis 
Exi^^el  lency." 

"  D— n  his  Excellency !"  was  at  the  lips  of  the  cava- 
lier ;  but  prudence  kept  guard,  and  permitted  not  the 
offensive  words  to  escape  the  banrier.  He  only  bowed, 
and  was  silent 
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"Follow  me,"  Mid  the  starched  fimire  whom 
he  addressed  ;  and  Wildrake  followed  mm  accord- 
ingly into  thc/inittrd-house,  which  exhibited  an  mte- 
rior  chamctenstic  of  the  times,  and  very  different 
from  what  such  military  stations  present  at  the  pre- 
sent day.  . 

By  the  fire  sat  two  or  three  musketeers,  Iistenmg  to 
one  who  was  expounding  some  religious  mystery  to 
them.  He  be^an  half  beneath  his  breath,  but  in 
tones  of  great  volubility,  which  tones,  as  he  approach- 
ed the  conclusion,  became  sharp  and  eager,  as  chal- 
lenging either  instant  answer  or  silent  acquiescence. 
The  audience  seemed  to  listen  to  the  q)eaker  with 
immovable  features,  only  answering  him  with  clouds 
of  tobacco-smoke,  which  they  rolled  from  under  their 
thick  mustaches.  On  a  bench  lay  a  soldier  on  his 
Cice  I  whether  asleex),  or  in  a  fit  of  contemplation,  it 
was  impossible  to  decide.  In  tlie  midst  of  the  floor 
stood  an  officer,  as  he  seemed  by  his  embroidered 
■houlder-belt  and  scarf  round  his  waist,  otherwise 
▼ery  plainly  attired,  who  was  engaged  in  drilling  a 
■tout  bumpkin,  lately  enlisted,  to  the  manual,  as  it 
was  then  used.  Themotionsand  words  of  command 
were  twenty  at  the  very  least ;  and  until  they  wore 
regularly  brought  to  an  end,  the  corporal  did  not  per- 
mit Wildrake  either  to  sit  down,  or  move  forward 
beyond  the  threshold  of  the  giiard-house.  So  he  had 
to  listen  in  succession  to  -Poise  your  musket— Rest 
your  muskot— Cock  your  musket— Handle  your  prim- 
ers—and  many  other  forgotten  words  of  discipline 
nntil  at  length  the  words, "  Order  your  musket,"  ended 
the  drill  for  the  time. 

"Thy  name,  friend ?"  said  the  officer  to  the  recruit, 
when  tne  lesson  was  over. 

"Ephraim,"  answered  the  fellow,  with  an  afiected 
twang  through  the  nose. 

*'And  what  besides  Ephraim?" 

"  Ephraim  Cobb,  from  the  godly  city  of  Gloucester, 
where  I  have  dwelt  for  seven  years,  serving  apprentice 
to  a  praiseworthy  cordwainer." 

"  It  is  a  goodly  craft,"  answered  the  officer;  "  but 
easting  in  thy  lot  with  ours,  doubt  not  that  thou  shalt 
be  set  beyond  thine  awl,  and  thy  last  to  boot.", 

A  grim  smile  of  the  speaker  accompanied  this  poor 
attempt  at  a  pun;  ana  then  turning  round  to  the 
corT>oral,  who  stood  two  paces  oflj  with  the  face  of  one 
who  seemed  desirous  of  speaking,  said,  "How  now, 
eorrtoral,  what  tidings'?" 

"Here  is  one  with  a  packet,  an  please  jour  Excel- 
lency," said  the  corpjorai— "  »Surely  my  spirit  doth  not 
rejoice  in  him,  seeing  I  esteem  him  as  a  wolf  in 
■he»'p*s  clothing." 

Ky  rhese  words,  Wildrake  learned  that  he  was  in 
the  actual  proscnceof  the  remarkable  person  to  whom 
be  was  com  missioned ;  and  he  paused  to  consider  in 
what  manner  licought  to  address  him. 

The  figure  of  Oliver  Cromwell  was,  as  is  generally 
known,  in  no  way  prcpossesning.  He  was  of  middle 
■taturi',  strong,  and  coarsely  made,  with  harsh  and 
severe  featiirra,  indicative,  however,  of  much  natural 
sagacity  and  depth  of  thought.  His  eyes  were  gray 
and  pii'rring ;  his  nose  too  large  in  proportion  to  his 
otht-r  ft»atunis  and  of  a  reddish  hue. 

Hin  manner  of  speaking,  when  he  had  the  purpose 
to  make  himself  distinctly  understood,  was  energetic 
and  forcible,  though  neither  graceful  nor  eloquent. 
No  ni:tn  could  on  such  occasions  put  his  meaning 
into  lower  and  more  decisive  words.  But  when,  as 
it  ofti.>n  liappr'ned,  he  had  a  mind  to  play  the  orator, 
for  the  bfiiffil  of  people's  ears,  without  enlightening 
tht  ir  undrrsianding,  Cromwell  was  wont  to  invest 
his  mt'aning,  or  that  which  seemed  to  be  his  mean- 
ins,  in  Hiirli  a  mist  of  words,  surrounding  it  with  so 
mnnv  f X'lus'ions  and  rxcrptiijns,  and  fortifying  it 
wiih'ftiir-h  a  labyrinth  of  pannthes(>8,  that  though 
one  of  the  most  shrewd  men  in  England,  he  was, 
perhnp«,  the  most  unintellixible  speaker  that  ever 
pen>l<'^('<l  an  audience.  It  has  been  long  since  said 
by  till-  historian,  that  a  collection  of  the  Protector's 
■pctcries  WDiiM  make,  with  a  few  exceptions,  the 
most  nunHfiisical  book  in  the  world;  but  ne  ought  to 
hn\c  n'lU'i\,  that  not hiTia could  l>e  mon- nervous, con- 
cise, nri'l  intcUiiriMe,  than  what  he  really  intended 
ibouid  be  uiidersuxil. 


ft  was  al«  remarked  of  Cromwell,  that  though 
born  of  a  atmi  family,  both  by  father  and  mother,  and 
al[hoij|;b  he  had  the  usual  opportunities  of  education 
and  brMmg  <-onnected  with  such  an  advantage,  the 
fsnaTic  democratic  ruler  could  never  acnuire.  orelae 
difldnined  to  practise,  the  courtesies  usually  exercised 
among  the  higher  classes  in  their  intercourse  with 
each  01  her  His  demeanour  was  so  blunt  as  some- 
nnieA  mijB^h!  be  termed  clownish,  yet  there  was  in  idB 
languaer  iirrd  manner  a  force  and  energy  correspond* 
it;g  to  hfs  character,  which  impressed  awe,  if  it  did 
not  impost?  nspect;  and  there  were  even  times  when 
Eh  at  dark  and  F^ubtlc  spirit  expanded  itself;  so  as  almost 
to  concilia h'  uffection.  The  turn  for  humour,  which 
dieijtayed  itstlf  by  fits,  was  broad,  and  of  a  low,  and 
sometimns  practical  character.  Something  thevi 
was  in  hisdi'^position  congenial  to  that  of  his  country- 
man :  a  conu  rijpt  of  folly,  a  hatred  of  affectation,  and 
a  djjilike  of  ceremony,  which,  joined  to  the  strong  in- 
tringic  qimljitt-s  of  sense  ana  courage,  made  him  in 
ninny  TtBpucin  not  an  unfit  representative  of  the 
dt'm*icrEicj'  of  England. 

HJii  ri^lmon  must  always  be  a  subject  of  much 
dutjbr,  nnrf  probably  of  doubt  which  he  nimself  coukl 
h&rdly  have  elearcd  up.  Unquestionably  there  was  a 
iiim:  m  hiw  kfi;  when  he  was  sincerely  enthusiastiCi 
find  uhrii  his  natural  temper,  slighdy  subject  to  hy- 
(Hirl^ondria,  was  strongly  agitated  by  the  same  fana- 
ucLfin  which  influenced  so  many  persons  of  the  timeu 
Chi  the  Qthi^r  hand,  there  were  periods  duriiig  his 
pcilhEt;a|  caretT,  when  we  certainly  do  him  noinjustioa 
m  charpng  him  with  a  hypocritical  affectation.  We 
shall  prtjhnldy  judge  him,  and  others  of  the  same  agBi 
mopt  truly,  if  we  suppose  that  their  religious  profes- 
E4JOIIS  wt  FT'  partly  influential  in  their  own  breast,  partlr 
fl»Fiiin>cil  in  rompliancc  with  their  own  interest.  And 
sv  inRL-nioMft  is  the  human  heart  in  deceiving  itself  as 
wiH  a^oihers,  that  it  is  probable  neither  Cromwell 
iuiii^elf,  nor  those  making  similar  pretensions  to  dis- 
tifi^uiahcd  piety,  could  exactly  have  fixed  the  point  at 
whji:rb  ihtir  enthusiasm  terminated  and  their  hypo- 
criKy  commenced ;  or  rather,  it  was  a  point  not  nxed 
in  Itself,  bnc  fluctuating  with  the  state  of  healthy  of 
good  or  bad  fortune,  of  high  or  low  spirits,  afTccting 
the  individual  at  the  period. 

Surh  n  n^  the  celebrated  ptTson,  who,  turning  round 
on  Wildrnkf,  and  scanning  his  countenance  closely, 
set-aiefl  r*o  Utile  satisfied  with  what  he  beheld,  that  ha 
irifinncuvrly  hitched  forward  his  belt,  so  as  to  bring 
th(^  hfiiidle  iif  his  tuck-sword  within  nis  reach.  But 
yci,  fiilding  hin  arms  in  his  cloak,  as  if  upon  second 
thoughts  Inymgasidesu^icion,  or  thinking  precautkni 
beneath  him,  he  asked  the  cavalier  what  he  was,  and 
whencf ;  he  came  7 

*'  A  poof  pt- ntleman,  sir,— that  is,  my  lord,"— an- 
Bwereil  Wiidrake ;  "last  from  Woodstock." 

"And  wbut  may  your  tidings  be,  sir  gentleman  7*' 
Mid  Cromwt  11,  with  an  emphasis.  "Truly  I  have 
Ken  thoav  tTiost  willing  to  take  upon  them  that  titlei 
b^r  tlienis4  Ives  somewhat  short  of  wise  men,  and 
good  nieii,  »iid  true  men,  with  all  their  gentility :  Yet 
{;t;ntSf^man  wbs  a  good  title  in  old  England,  when  men 
remn'inbcrtd  what  it  was  construini  to  mean." 

"You  H&y  truly,  sir,"  replied  Wildrake, suppressing; 
wiih  dilTindty,  some  of  his  usual  wild  expletives  i 
*'  fornierly  gentlemen  were^  found  in  gentlemen's 
places,  but  now  the  world  is  x>  changed,  that  yoa 
»M[  find  the-  broidered  belt  has  changed  place  with 
the  under  cpur-leather." 

'\Say'Bt  thou  me?"  said  the  General;  "Iprofen 
(hou  art  a  bold  companion,  that  can  bandy  words  so 
wantonly  i— thou  ring*st  somewhat  too  loud  to  be 
^ood  tii^tnl  methinks :  And  once  again  what  are  thj 
tidinps  wiin  me?" 

"  ThifipBcket,"  said  Wildrake,  "commended  to  your 
hands  by<'otonel  Markham  Everard." 

'*  Alas.  I  must  have  mistaken  thee,"  answered 
Cromwell,  mollified  at  the  mention  of  a  man's  nam# 
whom  he  had  a  great  desire  to  make  his  own ;  "  for- 

gVB  UB,  good  friend,  for  such,  we  doubt  not.  thou  art. 
it  thee  down,  and  commune  with  thyself  as  thoa 
maypi,  utiti}  we  have  examined  the  amtents  of  thy 
packet.  Lut  him  be  looked  to,  and  have  what  hm 
Ucka."    So  saying,  the  General  left  the  guard-Uousft 
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where  Wildrake  took  hh  B*et  iti ,  iKe  mmer,  and 
awaited  with  patience  ihe  i?dueof  hi*  mj^^i'm. 

The  aoldiere  now  thF:iu|i?ht  lUtirnJK^Ivi-:^  lybli^d  to 
treat  him  with  more  coneid^Tfuion,  iitjrl  utH-rwi  him  a 
pipe  of  Trinidado,  ami  n  black  jnrk  fiEli!?iL  wuh  Orio- 
nar.  But  the  look  of  Croinwdlt  atid  thi*  duDpt^ruus 
■tUjation  in  which  he  miRbi  be  pbced  bf  the  lesst 
chance  of  detection,  itiiluowl  WiMfnk?  lo  decline 
these  hospitable  olfer?^  and  E(tret«:hin{^  bnck  in  hii 
chair,  and  affecting  .^lumber,  he  taicBped  notice  or 
conversation,  until  a  sort  of  aidc-de-canip,  or  military 
officer  in  attendance,  came  to  summon  him  to  Crom- 
well's presence. 

By  this  person  he  was  guided  to  a  postern-gate, 
through  which  he  entered  the  body  of  the  Castle,  and 
penetrating  through  many  private  passages  and  stair- 
cases, he  at  length  was  introduced  into  a  small  cabinet 
or  parlour,  in  which  was  much  rich  furniture,  some 
bearing  the  royal  cipher  displayed,  but  all  confused 
and  disarranged,  together  with  several  paintinss  in 
massive  frames,  having  their  faces  turned  towards  the 
wall,  as  if  they  had  been  taken  down  for  the  purpose 
of  beinf{  removed. 

In  this  scene  of  disorder,  the  victorious  General  of 
the  Commonwealth  was  scat<xl  in  a  large  easy  chair, 
covered  with  damask,  and  dt'cply  embroidered,  the 
splendour  of  which  made  a  strong  contrast  with  the 
plain,  and  even  homely  character  of  his  apparel;  al- 
though in  look  and  action  he  seemed  like  one  who 
felt  that  the  seat  which  might  have  in  former  dajfs 
held  a  prince,  was  not  too  much  distinguished  for  his 
own  fortunes  and  ambition.,  Wildrake  stood  before 
him,  nor  did  he  ask  him  to  sit  duwn. 

"  Pearson^"  said  Cromwell,  addressing  himself  to 
the  officer  m  attendance,  "  wait  in  the  gallery,  but 
be  within  call."  Pearson  bowed,  and  was  retiring. 
"  Who  are  in  the  gallery  besides  ?*' 

**  Worthy  Mr.  Gordon,  the  chaplain,  was  holding 
forth  but  now  to  Colonel  Overton,  and  four  captains 
of  your  Excellency's  regiment." 

*^^  We  would  have  it  so,"  said  the  General ;  *'  we 
would  not  there  were  any  corner  in  our  dwelling 
where  the  hungry  soul  might  not  meet  with  manna. 
Was  the  good  man  carried  onward  in  his  discourse?" 

"  Mightily  borne  through,"  ^aid  Pearson ;  "  and  he 
was  touching  the  rightful  clams  which  the  army, 
and  especially  your  Excellency,  hath  acquired,  bf 
becoming  the  instruments  in  the  great  work;— not 
instruments  to  be  broken  asunder  and  cast  away 
when  the  day  of  their  service  is  over,  but  to  be  pre- 
served and  held  precious,  and  prized  for  their  honour- 
able and  faithful  labours,  for  which  they  have  fought 
and  marched,  and  fasted  and  prayed,  and  suffered 
cold  and  sorrow ;  while  oth™  who  would  now  gladly 
see  them  disbanded,  and  broken,  and  cashiered,  eat 
of  the  fat  and  drink  of  the  strong." 

"Ah,  good  man!"  said  Cromwell,  "and  did  he 
touch  upon  this  so  feelingly  7  I  could  say  something 
— but  not  now.  Begone^  Pearson,  to  the  gallery. 
Let  not  our  friends  lay  aside  their  swords,  but  watch 
as  well  as  pray." 

Pearson  retired :  and  the  General,  holding  the  letter 
of  Everard  in  his  hand,  looked  as^m  for  a  long  while 
fixedly  at  Wildrake,  as  if  considering  in  what  strain  he 
should  addrbdS  him. 

When  he  did  speak,  it  was,  at  firet,  in  one  of  those 
smbiguous  discourses  which  we  have  already  des- 
cnbeo,  and  by  which  it  was  very  difficult  for  any  one 
to  undereiand  his  meaning,  if,  indeed  he  knew  it 
himself.  We  shall  be  as  concise  in  our  statement  as 
our  desire  to  give  the  very  words  of  a  man  so  extra- 
ordinary will  permit. 

"  This  letter,"  he  said,  "  you  have  brought  us  from 
your  master,  or  patron,  Markham  Everard ;  truly  an 
excellent  and  honourable  gentleman  as  ever  bore  a 
sword  upon  his  thigh,  and  one  who  hath  ever  distin- 
guislied  himw'If  in  the  great  work  of  delivering  these 
three  poor  and  unhappy  nations.  Answer  me  not ;  I 
know  what  thou  wouldst  nay.— .\nd  this  letter  he 
hath  sent  to  me  by  thee,  h'\r*  clerk,  or  secretary,  in 
wlH».n  he  hath  confidence,  and  in  whom  he  prays  me 
l/i  h.'ve  trust,  tha'  there  may  be  a  careful  messenger 
bc':H<en  us.  And  lastly,  he  hath  sent  thee  tome — 
i>o  rwt  answer— I  know  what  thou  wouldst  say— to 


me,  who,  albeit  I  am  of  that  small  oonsideratkni,  that 
it  would  be  too  much  honour  for  me  even  to  beir  a 
halberd  in  this  great  and  victorious  army  of  England, 
am  nevertheless  exalted  to  the  rank  of  holding  the 
guidance  and  the  leading-staff  thereof.— Nay,  do  not 
answer,  my  friend— I  know  what  thou  wouldst  say. 
Now.  when  communing  thus  together,  our  discourse 
taketn,  in  respect  to  what  I  have  said,  a  threefold 
argument,  or  division:  Firet,  as  it  concemeth  thy 
master;  secondly,  as  it  concemeth  os and  ourolBee; 
thirdly  and  lastly,  as  it  toucheth  thyself.— Now,  as 
concerning  this  good  and  worthy  gentleman,  Cok»H 
Markham  Everard,  truly  he  hath  played  the  mao 
from  the  beginning  of  these  unhappv  buffetinga,  not 
turning  to  the  right  or  to  the  left,  out  holding  ever 
in,  his  eye  the  mark  at  which  he  aimed.  Ay,  tnily,  a 
faithful,  honourable  gentleman,  and  one  who  ma? 
well  call  me  friend  :  and  truly  I  am  pleased  to  think 
that  he  doth  so.  Nevertheless,  in  this  vale  of  tesTL 
we  must  be  governed  less  by  our  private  respects  and 
partialities,  than  by  those  higher  principles  snd  points 
of  duty,  whereupon  the  fpoa  Colonel  Markham  Eve- 
rard hath  ever  framed  his  purposes,  as,  truly.  I  have 
endeavoured  to  form  mine,  that  we  mav  all  act  as 
becometh  good  Englishmen  and  worthy  patriots. 
Then,  as  for  Woodstock,  it  is  a  great  thing  which 
the  good  Colonel  asks,  that  it  should  be  taken  froiB 
the  spoil  of  the  godly,  and  left  in  keeping  of  lbs 
men  of  Moab,  and  especially  of  the  malignant,  Henry 
J  ^  whose  hand  hath  been  ever  against  us  when  bs 
might  find  room  to  raise  it ;  I  say,  he  hath  asked  t 
great  thing,  both  in  respect  of  himself  and  me.  For 
we  of  this  poor  but  godly  army  of  England,  are  bolden, 
by  those  or  the  Parliament,  as  men  who  should  render 
in  spoil  for  them,  but  be  no  sharer  of  it  ourselves; 
even  as  the  buck,  which  the  hounds  puU  to  earth, 
fiirnisheth  no  part  of  their  own  food,  but  they  are 
laslied  off  from  the  carcass  with  whips,  like  thoas 
which  require  pimishment  for  their  frowardnesa^  not 
reward  for  their  services.  Yet  I  speak  not  this  as 
much  in  respect  of  this  grant  of  Woodstock,  in  regard 
that  perhaps,  their  LorJships  of  the  Council,  and  also 
theCommiiteemenof  this  Parliament,  may  graciously 
think  they  have  given  me  a  portion  m  the  matter,  ia 
relation  that  my  kinsman  Desborough  hath  an  in- 
terest allowed  him  therein;  which  interest,  as  ha 
hath  well  deserved  it  for  his  true  and  faithful  service 
to  these  unhappy  and  devoted  countries,  so  it  would 
ill  become  me  to  diminish  the  same  to  his  prejudice 
unless  it  were  upon  great  and  public  respects.  Thui 
thou  seest  how  it  stands  with  me,  my  honest  friead, 
and  in  what  mind  I  stand  touching  thy  master's  re- 
quest to  me ;  which  yet  I  do  not  say  that  I  can  alto- 
gether, or  unconditionally,  grant  or  refuse,  but  only 
tell  my  simple  thoughts  with  regard  thereto.  Tboa 
understandest  me,  Idoubt  not  T 

Now,  Roger  Wildrake,  with  all  the  aitentkin  ha 
had  been  able  to  pay  to  the  Lord  General's  speech, 
had  got  so  much  confused  among  the  various  dauses 
of  the  harangue,  that  his  brain  was  bewildered,  hka 
that  of  a  country  clown  when  he  chances  to  get  Dim- 
self  involved  among  a  crowd  of  carriages,  and  cannot 
stir  a  sl'.p  to  get  out  of  the  way  of  one  of  them, 
without  being  in  danger  of  being  rklden  over  by  ths 
othere. 

The  Gieneral  saw  his  look  of  perplexity,  and  begao 
a  new  oration,  to  the  same  purpose  as  before ; — q>oks 
of  his  love  for  his  kind  friend  the  Colonel^— his  regard 
for  his  pious  and  godly  kinsman.  Master  Dadtwro'i]^ 
—the  great  importance  of  the  Palace  and  Park  of 
Woodstock.— the  determination  of  the  Pariiament 
that  it  should  be  confiscated,  and  the  produce  brwight 
into  the  coffera  of  the  state,— his  own  deep  veneratiua 
for  the  authority  of  Parliament,  and  his  no  less  deep 
sense  of  the  injustice  done  to  the  army.— how  it  wis 
his  wish  and  will  that  all  mattere  should  be  settled  in 
an  amicable  and  friendly  manner,  without  self-seek- 
ing, debate,  or  strife,  betwixt  those  who  had  been  ths 
hands  acting,  and  such  as  had  been  the  heads  govern- 
ing, in  that  great  national  cause,— how  he  was  willing 
triiJy  willing,  to  contribute  to  this  work^  by  laying 
down,  not  his  commission  only,  but  his  life  also,  if  it 
were  requested  of  him,  or  could  he  granted  with  safety 
to  the  poor  soldiers,  to  whom,  silly  poor  aien,  he  wif 
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Ixnind  to  be  aa  a  father,  snr inff  that  they  had  followed 
him  with  the  duty  and  aHeciioD  of  childnn. 

And  h«*re  he  arrived  at  another  dead  pause,  leaving 
Wildrake  ns  uncertain  as  before,  whether  it  was  or 
was  not  his  Dur(>o8«  to  srant  Colonel  Everard  the 
powers  he  had  asked  for  tne  protection  of  Woodstock 
against  the  ParUamentary  Conmiisaioners.  Inter- 
nally he  bc^an  to  entertain  hopes  that  the  justice  of 
Heaven,  or  the  effects  of  remorse,  had  confounded 
the  refsicide's  understanding.  But  no— he  could  see 
nothing  but  sagacity  in  that  steady  stern  eye,  which, 
while  pic  tongue  poured  forth  its  periphrastic  Ian- 
gus^  in  such  profusion,  seenud  to  watch  with  severe 
accuracy  the  effect  wh'.ch  his  oratory  produced  on 
the  listener. 

**Egad,"  thought  the  cavalier  to  himself^  becoming 
a  little  familiar  with  the  situation  in  which  he  was 
placed,  and  rather  impatient  of  a  conversation  which 
led  to  no  visible  conclusion  or  termination,  "if  Noll 
were  the  devil  himself,  as  he  is  the  devil's  darling,  I 
will  not  be  thus  nose-led  by  him.  I'll  e'en  brusque  it 
a  little,  if  he  goes  on  at  tnis  rate,  and  try  if  I  can 
bring  him  to  a  more  intelligible  mode  of  speakini^." 

Entertaining  this  bold  purpose,  but  half  afraid  to 
execute  ii,  Wildrake  lay  nv  for  an  opportunity  of 
making  the  attempt,  while  Cromwell  was  apparently 
unable  to  express  his  own  meaning.  He  was  already 
banning  a  third  panegyric  upon  Colonel  Everard, 
miih  stindry  varied  expressions  of  his  own  wish  to 
oblige  him,  when  Wildrake  took  the  opportunity  to 
•trike  in,  on  the  General's  making  one  of  his  oratori- 
cal pauses. 

'•  So  please  you,"  he  said,  bluntly,  "  your  worship 
has  already  spoken  on  two  topics  of  your  discourse, 
your  own  worthiness,  and  that  of  my  master.  Colo- 
nel Everard.  But,  to  enable  me  to  do  mine  errand, 
It  would  be  necessary  to  bestow  a  few  words  on  the 
third  head." 

"The  third !"  said  Cromwell. 

"Ay,"  said  Wildrake,  "which  in  your  honour's 
wbdi  vision  of  your  discourse,  touched  on  my  unwor- 
thy self.  What  am  I  to  do— what  portwn  am  I  to 
have  in  this  matter?" 

Oliver  started  at  once  from  the  tone  of  voice  he  hnd 
hitherto  used,  and  which  somewhat  resembled  cb^ 
purring  of  a  domestic  cat.  into  the  growl  of  the  uacT 
when  about  to  spring.  *'Tyry  portion,  jail-bird  V  he 
exclaimed,  "the  gallows— thou  shalt  hang  as  hi^h  a» 
Haman,  if  thou  betray  counsel !— But,''  he  ailded, 
•uftenin^  his  voice,  "  keep  it  like  a  true  man,  and  my 
fiiTour  wmII  be  the  making  of  thee.  Come  hiibef— 
thou  art  bold,  I  see,  though  somewhat  saucy.  Thou 
hast  been  a  malignant— so  writes  my  worthy  friend 
Colonel  Everard ;  but  thou  hast  now  given  up  that 
Calling  cause.  I  tell  thee,  friend,  not  all  that  the  Par- 
liament or  the  army  could  do  would  have  pulled  down 
the  Stewarts  out  of  their  high  places,  saving  that 
Heaven  had  a  controversy  with  them.  Well,  it  is  a 
sweet  and  comely  thing  to  buckle  on  one's  armour 
in  behalf  of  Heaven's  cause;  otherwise  truly,  for 
mine  own  part,  these  men  might  have  remained  upon 
the  throne  even  unto  this  day.  Neither  do  I  blame 
any  for  aiding  them,  until  these  successive  great  judg- 
ments have  overwhelmed  them  and  their  house.  I 
am  not  a  bloody  man,  having  in  me  the  feeling  of 
human  frailty:  out,  friend,  whosoever  putteth  his 
hand  to  the  plough,  in  the  great  actings  which  are 
now  on  foot  in  these  nations,  had  best  beware  that 
he  do  not  k)ok  back :  for.  rely  upon  my  simple  word, 
that  if  you  fail  me,  I  will  not  spare  on  you  one  foot's 
length  of  the  gallows  of  Haman.  Let  me  therefore 
know,  at  a  word,  if  the  leaven  of  thy  malignancy  b 
altogether  drubbed  out  of  thee?" 

"Your  honourable  lordship,"  said  the  cavalier, 
•hrugging  up  his  shoulders,  "has  done  that  for  most 
of  us,  so  £ur  as  cudgelhng  to  rome  tune  can  perform 
it." 

"  Sayst  thou  T  said  the  General,  with  a  grim  smile 
an  his  lip,  which  seemed  to  intimate  that  he  was  not 
quite  inaccessible  to  flattery;  "yea,  truly,  tbou  dost 
not  lie  in  that— we  have  been  an  instrument.  Neither 
art  we,  as  I  have  already  hinted,  so  severely  bent 
againat  those  who  had  striven  against  us  as  malig- 
Mnca,  M  othen  may  be.    The  pariiameot-mea  beat 


know  their  own  interest  and  their  own  pleasure;  but, 
to  my  poor  thinking,  it  is  full  time  to  close  these  jarSi 
and  to  allow  rnen  of  ail  kinds  the  means  of  doing 
0erviee  to  their  country ;  and  we  think  it  will  be  thy 
fault  if  thou  art  not  employed  to  good  purpose  for  the 
state  and  thyself,  on  condition  thoupuitest  away  the 
old  man  entirely  from  thee,  and  givest  thy  earnest 
attention  to  what  1  have  to  tell  thee." 

"  Your  lordship  need  not  doubt  my  attention,"  said 
the  cavalier. 

And  ihe  republican  General,  af^er  another  pause,  as 
one  who  save  his  confidence  not  without  hesitation, 
proceeded  to  explain  his  views  with  a  distinctness 
which  he  seldom  used,  yet  not  without  his  beings  little 
biassed  now  and  then,  by  his  long  habits  of  circum- 
locution, uhich  indeed  he  never  laid  entirely  asidey 
save  in  the  field  of  battle. 

"Thou  scest,"  he  said,  "my  friend,  how  thinga 
Btand  with  me.  The  Parliament.  I  care  not  wno 
knows  it,  love  me  not— still  less  do  the  Council  of 
State,  by  whom  they  manage  the  executive  govern- 
ment of  the  kingdom.  I  cannot  tell  why  tney  nourish 
su^icion  against  me,  unless  it  is  because  I  will  not 
dehver  this  poor  innocent  army,  which  has  followed 
me  in  so  many  military  actions,  to  be  now  pulled 
asunder,  broken  pieceniesi  and  reduced,  so  that  thejr 
who  have  protected  the  state  at  the  expense  of  their 
blood,  will  not  have,  perchance,  the  means  of  feeding 
themselves  by  their  labour  \  which,  methinks,  were 
hard  measure^  since  it  is  taking  from  Esau  his  birth- 
right, even  without  giving  him  a  poor  mess  of  pot- 
tage.^* 

*'Esau  is  likely  to  help  himself,  I  think,"  replied 
Wildrake. 

"  Truly,  thou  sayst  wisely,"  replied  the  General ;  "it 
is  ill  starving  an  armed  man,  if  there  is  food  to  be 
had  for  takinf^nevertheless,  far  be  it  from  me  to 
encourage  rebellion,  or  want  of  due  subordination  to 
these  our  rulers.  I  would  only  petition  in  a  due  and 
becoming,  a  sweet  and  harmonious  manner,  that 
they  would  listen  to  our  conditions,  and  consider  our 
necessities.  But,  sir,  looking  on  me,  and  estimsting 
me  so  little  as  they  do,  you  must  think  that  it  would 
be  a  provocation  in  me  towards  the  Council  of  State, 
as  well  as  the  Pariiament,  if,  simply  to  gratify  your 
worthy  master,  I  were  to  act  contrary  to  their  pur- 
poses, or  den v currency  to  the  commission  imder  their 
authority,  which  is  as  yet  the  highest  in  the  State— 
and  long  may  it  be  so  tor  roe— to  carry  on  the  seques- 
tration whicn  they  intend.  And  would  it  not  also  be 
said,  that  I  was  lending  myself  to  the  malignant  in- 
terest, affording  this  den  of  the  bloodthirsty  and  lasci- 
vious tyrants  of  yore,  to  be  in  this  our  day  a  place  of 
refuge  to  that  old  and  inveterate  Amalekite,  Sir 
Henry  Lee,  to  keep  possession  of  the  place  in  which 
he  hath  so  long  glonfied  himself?  Truly  it  would  be 
a  perilous  matter.'* 

^*  Am  I  then  lo  report,"  said  Wildrake,  "an  it pleaae 
you,  that  you  cannot  stead  Colonel  Everard  in  thia 
matter?"  ■ 

"Unconditionally,  ay— but.  taken  conditionallf,  the 
answer  msy  be  otherwise,''— answered  Cromwell. 
"  1  see  thou  art  not  able  to  fathom  my  purpose^  end 
therefore  I  will  partly  unfold  it  to  thee.— But  take 
notice,  that,  should  thy  lonsue  betray  my  council  save 
in  so  far  as  carrying  it  to  tny  master,, by  all  the  blood 
which  has  been  shed  in  these  wild  times,  thou  ahalt 
die  a  thoussnd  deaths  in  one  t" 

"  Do  not  fear  me,  sir  "  said  Wildrake,  whose  natu- 
ral boldness  and  carelessness  of  character  was  for 
the  present  time  borne  down  and  quelled,  like  that  of 
falcons  in  the  presence  of  the  eagle. 

"  Hear  me,  then,"  said  Cromwell,  "  and  let  no  syl- 
lable Mcape  thee.  Knowcst  thou  not  the  young  Lee 
whom  they  call  Albert,  a  inalignant  Uke  his  father, 
and  one  who  went  up  with  the  young  man  to  that 
last  ruffle  which  we  had  wiih  him  at  Worceater— 
May  we  be  srateful  for  the  victory  !" 

"I  know  there  is  such  a  young  gentleman  oa  Albert 
Lee,"  said  Wildrake. 

"And  knowest  thou  not— I  speak  not  by  wsv  of 

prying  into  the  good  Colonel's  secrets,  but  only  as  it 

nenoves  me  to  know  somcibvcii^oC  vW\c«n\«u^^^^ 

'  I  mil  \ieii  joAgjb  Vko^i  \  isa  \a  !«?%%" 
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thou  not  that  thy  muster,  Mnrkhom  Rvemnl,  is  a 
siiitor  nffcr  the  MiPteruf  thiA  sninp  malignant,  a  daugh- 
ter of  the  old  Keeper,  called  Sir  Henry  Lee?" 

"All  ihia  1  have  heard."  said  Wildrake,  "nor  can  I 
deny  that  I  believe  in  it. ' 

"Well  then,  go  to.— When  the  young  man  Charles 
Stewart  fled  from  the  field  of  Worceater,  and  waa  by 
sharp  chaae  and  puniuit  compelli^d  to  separate  him- 
self from  his  followers,  I  know  by  sure  intelligence 
that  this  Albert  Lee  wns  one  of  the  last  who  remained 
with  him,  if  net  indeed  the  very  last." 

"It  was  devilish  like  him,"  said  the  cavalier,  with- 
out  sufficiently  weighing  his  expressions,  considerinc 
in  what  presence  they  were  to  be  uttered— "And  I'll 
uphold  him  with  my  rapier,  to  be  a  true  chip  of  the 
old  block!" 

"  Ha,  swearest  thou  7"  said  the  General.  "  Is  this 
Ihv  reformation  7" 

I  never  swoar,  so  please  you,"  replied  Wildrake, 
recollecting  himself,  "except  there  is  some  mention 
of  malignants  and  cavaliers  in  my  hearing;  and  then 
the  old  haul*  returns,  and  I  swear  like  one  of  Goring's 
troopers." 

"Out  upon  thee,"  said  the  Greneral;  "what  can  it 
avai^  thee  to  practiitc  a  profanity  so  horrible  to  the  ears 
of  others,  and  which  brings  no  emolument  to  him 
who  uses  it  f' 

"  Th(>re  are,  doubtless,  more  profitable  sins  in  the 
world  than  the  barren  and  unprofitable  vice  of  swear- 
ing," was  the  answer  which  rose  to  the  lips  of  the 
cavalier;  but  that  was  exchanged  for  a  profession  of 
regret  for  having  given  offence.  The  truth  was,  the 
discourse  began  to  take  a  turn  which  rendered  it  more 
interesting  than  ever  to  Wildrake,  who  therefore  de- 
termined not  to  lose  the  opportunity  for  obtaining 
possession  of  the  secret  that  seemed  to  be  suspended 
on  Cromwell's  lips;  and  that  could  only  be  through 
means  of  keeping  guard  upon  his  own. 

"What  sort  of  a  house  is  Woodstock?"  said  the 
(General,  abruptly. 

"  An  old  mansion,"  said  Wildrake,  in  reply ;  "  and, 
80  far  as  I  could  judge  by  a  single  night's  lodgings, 
having  abundance  of  backstairs,  also  subterranean 
passages,  and  all  the  communications  under  ground, 
which  are  common  in  old  raven-nests  of  the  sort." 

"And  places  for  concealing  priests,  unquestionably," 
said  Cromwell.  "It  is  s(>tdom  that  such  ancient 
houses  lack  secret  stalls  wherein  to  mew  up  these 
calves  pf  Bethel." 

"  Vour  Honour's  Excellency,"  said  Wildrake,  "may 
swear  to  that." 

"  I  swear  not  at  all,"  replied  the  General  drily.— 
'Rut  what  think'st  thoii,  good  fellow  7—1  will  ask 
thee  a  blunt  question— Where  will  those  two  W^or- 
cesler  fugitives  (hat  thou  wottest  of  be  more  likely 
to  take  shelter— and  that  they  must  be  sheltenxi  some- 
where, I  well  know— ihnn  m  this  same  old  palace, 
with  all  the  corners  and  concealments  whereof  young 
Albert  hnth  been  acquainted  ever  since  his  earliest 
infancy  ?" 

"Truly,'*  said  Wildrake,  making  an  effort  to  an- 
swer the  question  with  seeming  mdifference,  while 
the  possibility  of  such  an  event,  and  its  consequences, 
flashed  fearfully  upon  his  mind,— "Truly,  I  should  be 
of  your  honour's  opinion,  but  that  I  thmk  the  com- 
pany, who.  by  the  commission  of  Parliament,  have 
occupied  Woodstock,  are  likely  to  fright  them  thence, 
as  a  cat  scares  doves  from  a  pigeon-house.  The 
neighbourhood,  with  rt^ven-nce^  of  Cicnerals  Desbo- 
roiigh  and  Harrison,  will  suit  ill  with  fugitives  from 
Worcester  field." 

"I  thought  as  much,  and  fo.  indeed,  would  I  have 
it,"  answered  the  Cieneral.  "Long  may  it  be  ere  our 
names  shall  be  auju^ht  but  a  terror  to  ourenlmiea! 
But  in  this  matter,  it  thou  art  an  active  plotter  for  thv 
master's  interest,  thou  mightst,  I  should  think,  work 
out  something  favourable  to  his  present  object. 

"  My  brain  is  too  poor  to  reach  the  depth  of  your 
honourable  purpose,'  said  Wildrake. 

"Listen  then,  and  let  it  be  to  profit,"  answered 
Cromwell.  "  Assuretily  the  conquest  at  Worcester 
was  a  great  and  crowning  mercy:  yet  might  we 
seem  tu  be  but  small  in  our  thankfulness  for  the 
same,  did  we  nut  do  what  in  us  lies  towards  the 


ultimate  improvtmicnt  and  final  conclusion  of  the 
great  work  which  has  been  thus  prospt-roiis  in  our 
hands,  professing,  in  pure  humility  and  singleness  of 
heart,  that  we  do  not,  in  any  way  deserve  our  instru- 
mentality to  be  remembered,  nay,  would  rather  pray 
and  entreat,  that  our  name  and  fortunes  were  for- 
gotten, than  that  the  great  work  were  in  itself  incom- 
plete. Nevertheless,  truly,  plsced  as  we  now  are,  it 
concerns  us  more  nearly  than  others,— that  is.  if  so 
poor  creatures  should  at  all  speak  of  themselves  as 
concerned,  whether  more  or  less,  with  the«e  chsogca 
which  have  been  wrouglit  around,  not,  I  say,  by  our- 
selves, or  our  own  power,  but  by  the  destiny  to  which 
we  were  called,  fulfiUing  the  same  with  all  meekness 
and  humilitv,— I  say  it  concerns  us  nearly  that  aH 
things  shoufu  be  done  in  conformity  with  the  great 
work  which  hath  been  wrought,  and  is  yet  woftin& 
in  these  lands.  Such  is  my  pla'm  and  simple  mesniog. 
Nevertheless,  it  is  much  to  oe  desired  that  thisTounf 
man,  this  King  of  Scots,  as  he  called  himseu— this 
Charles  Stewart— should  not  escape  forth  from  the 
nation,  where  his  arrival  has  wrought  so  much  distuih* 
ance  and  bloodshed." 

"I  have  no  doubts"  said  the  cavalier,  kxAiOk 
down,  "  that  your  lordship's  wisdom  hath  directed  all 
things  as  they  may  best  lead  towards  such  a  coo- 
summation  ;  and  I  pray  your  pains  may  be  paid  M 
they  deserve." 

"I  thank  the&  friend,"  said  Cromwell,  with  mudi 
humility ;  "  doubtless  we  shall  meet  our  reward,  be- 
ing in  the  hands  of  a  good  paymaster,  who  never 
passi'th  Saturday  night  But  understand  me,  fiieod 
—I  desire  no  more  than  my  own  share  in  the  good 
work.  I  would  heartily  do  what  poor  kindnea  I 
can  to  your  worthy  master,  and  even  to  you  in  year 
degree— for  such  as  I  do  not  converse  with  ordinary 
men,  that  our  presence  may  be  forgotten  like  on  every 
day's  occurrence.  We  speak  to  men  like  thee  for 
their  reward  or  their  pumsliment ;  and  I  trust  it  will 
be  the  former  which  tnou  in  thine  office  wilt  nient  at 
my  hand." 

^'Your  honour,"  said  Wildrake,  "speaks  like  oos 
accustomed  to  command." 

"True;   men's  minds  are  linked  to  those  of  my 
degree  by  fear  and  reverence,"  said  the  General:— 
"  but  enough  of  that,  desiring,  ss  I  do,  no  other  de- 
pendency on  my  special  person  than  is  ahke  to  as 
all    upon  that  which  is  above  us.     But  I  would 
desire  to  cast  this  golden  ball  into  your  master's  lap. 
He  hath  served  against  this  Charles  Stewart  and  m 
father.    But  he  is  a  kinsman  near  to  the  old  knight, 
j  Lee,  and  stands  well  afTciacd  towards  his  daughter. 
!  Tkou  also  wilt  keep  a  watch,  my  friend— that  nifflmf 
'  look  of  thine  will  procure  thee  the  confidence  oi 
every  malignant,  and  the  prey  cannot  approach  thif 
cover,  as  though  to  shelter,  like  a  cony  in  the  rocki^ 
but  thou  wilt  be  sensible  of  his  pn^sence." 

"  I  make  a  shift  to  compn4iend  your  Excdleoey. 
said  the  cavalier ;  "  and  I  thank  you  heartily  fat  tat 
good  opinion  you  have  put  upon  me,  and  which,! 
pray  I  may  have  some  handsome  oppormoity  of 
deserving,  that  I  may  show  my  gratitude  by  the  event 
But  still,  with  reverence,  your  Cxcellenry's  scfaemt 
seems  unlikely,  while  Woodstock  remains  in  posses' 
sion  of  the  sequestrators.  Both  the  old  knight  and 
his  son,  and  far  more  such  a  fugitive  as  your  honoiff 
hinted  at,  will  take  special  care  not  to  approach  it  till 
they  are  removed." 

"  It  is  for  that  I  have  been  dealing  with  thee  thai 
long,"  said  the  (Jeneral— "  I  told  ihce  that  I  was 
something  unwilling,  upon  slight  occasion,  to  dispos- 
8i>8s  the  sequestrators  by  my  own  proper  wairant, 
although  having,  perhaps,  sumcient  authority  in  the 
state  both  to  oo  so,  and  to  despise  the  murmurs  of 
those  who  blame  me.  In  brief.  I  would  be  loath  to 
tamper  with  my  privileges  ana  make  experioienta 
between  their  strength,  ana  the  powers  of  the  com- 
mission granted  by  others,  without  pressing  need,  or 
at  least  great  prospect  of  advantage.  So.  if  thy  Col- 
onel will  undertake,  for  his  love  of  the  Republic,  lo 
find  the  means  of  preventing  its  worst  r nd  neait* 
danger,  which  must  net  ds  occur  from  the  escape  of 
(his  young  man,  and  will  do  his  endedviuir  to  stay 
him,  in  case  his  flight  sliould  lead  him  to  W  uodstock, 


Cbaf.  IX.I 


WOODSTOCK. 


vrhich  I  hold  venr  likelyr,  T  will  give  thee  an  order  to 
these  sequestrators,  to  avacuate  the  palace  instantly; 
and  to  the  next  troop  of  mv  rearinienf,  which  lies  at 
Oxford,  to  turn  them  out  hy  the  shoulders,  if  they  make 
aof  scruples— Ay,  even,  for  example's  sake,  if  they 
draff  Desnorough  otit  foremost,  though  he  be  wedded 
10  my  sister." 

"So  please  you,  sir,"  said  Wildrake,  "and  with 
four  niost  powerful  warrant,  I  trust  I  might  expel  the 
commissioners,  even  without  the  aid  of  your  most 
warlike  and  devout  troopers." 

"That  is  what  I  am  least  anxious  about,"  renlied 
the  General ;  "  I  should  like  to  see  the  best  of  them 
■it  after  I  had  nodded  to  them  to  begone— always 
excepting  the  worshipful  House,  in  whose  name  our 
commissions  run ;  but  who,  as  some  think,  will  be 
done  with  politics  ere  it  be  time  to  renew  them. 
Therefore,  what  chiefly  concerns  me  to  know,  is, 
whether  thy  master  will  embrace  a  traffic  which 
hath  such  a  fair  promise  of  profit  with  it.  I  am  well 
convinced  that,  with  a  scout  like  thee,  who  hnst  been 
in  the  cavalier^s  9uarterS]  and  caust.  I  should  guess, 
resume  thy  drink mg,  ruffianly,  health-quaffing  man- 
ners whenever  thou  hast  a  mind,  he  must  discover 
where  this  Stewart  hath  ensconced  himself.  Either 
the  young  Lee  will  visit  the  old  one  in  person,  or  he 
will  write  to  him,  or  hold  communication  with  nim  by  , 
letter.  At  all  events,  Markham  Everard  and  thou 
must  have  an  eye  in  every  hair  of  your  head."  While 
be  spoke,  a  flush  passed  over  his  orow,  he  rose  from 
hiB  chair,  and  paced  the  apartment  in  agitation.  "  Wo 
to  you,  if  you  sufler  the  young  adventurer  to  escape 
roe!— you  had  better  be  in  the  deepest  dungeon  in 
Europe,  than  breathe  the  air  of  England,  should  you 
but  dream  of  playing  me  false.  I  have  spoken  freely 
to  thee,  fellow— more  freely  than  is  my  wont— the  time 
required  it.  But,  to  share  my  confidence  is  like  keep- 
ing a  watch  over  a  powder-magazine,  the  least  and 
most  insignificant  spark  blows  thee  to  ashes !  Tell 
your  master  what  I  nave  said— but  not  how  I  said  it— 
Fie,  that  I  should  have  been  betrayed  into  this  distem- 

Eerature  of  passion  !— begone,  sirrah.  Pearson  shall 
ring  thee  sealed  orders— Yet,  stay— thou  hast  some- 
thins  to  ask." 

"I  would  know,"  said  Wildrake,  to  whom  the  visi- 
ble anxiety  of  the  General  gave  some  confldence. 
*'  what  is  the  flsrure  of  this  young  gallant,  in  case  I 
ihould  And  him  ?" 

"A  tall,  rawboncd,  swarthy  lad,  they  say  he  has 
•hot  up  into.  Here  is  his  picture  by  a  good  hand, 
•ome  time  since."  He  turned  round  one  of  the  por- 
traits which  stood  with  its  face  against  the  wall ;  hut 
it  proved  not  to  be  that  of  Charles  the  Second,  but  of 
bis  unhappy  father. 

The  first  motion  of  Cromwell  indicated  a  puT7>ose 
of  hastily  replacing  the  picture,  and  it  seemed  as  if  an 
eflbrt  was  necessary  to  repress  his  disinclination  to 
look  upon  it.  But  he  did  repress  it,  and,  placing  the 
picture  against  the  wall,  withdrew  slowly  and  sternly, 
as  if,  in  defiance  of  his  own  feelings,  he  was  deter- 
mined to  gain  a  place  from  which  to  see  it  to  advan- 
tage. It  was  well  for  Wildrake  that  his  danceroiis 
eompanion  had  not  turned  an  eye  on  him^  lor  his 
blood  also  kindled  when  he  saw  the  portrait  of  his 
master  in  the  hands  of  the  chief  author  of  his  death. 
Being  a  fierce  and  desperate  man,  he  commanded 
his  passion  with  great  difficulty;  and  if^  on  its  first 
violence,  ^  he  had  been  provided  with  a  suitable 
weapon,  it  is  possible  Cromwell  would  never  have 
motmt^  higher  in  his  bold  ascent  towards  supreme 
power. 

But  this  natural  and  sudden  flash  of  indignation, 
which  rushed  through  the  veins  of  an  ordinary  man 
like  Wildrake.  was  presently  subdued^  when  con- 
fronted with  the  strong  yet  stifled  emotion  displayed 
by  so  powerful  a  character  as  Cromwell.  As  the 
cavalier  looked  on  his  dark  and  bold  countenance, 
agitated  by  inward  and  indescribable  feelings,  he 
ibund  his  own  violence  of  spirit  die  away  ana  lose 
itself  in  fear  and  wonder.  So  true  ii  is,  that  as  greater 
lights  swallow  up  and  extinguish  the  display  of  those 
which  are  hsss,  so  men  of  great,  capacious,  and  over- 
ruling minds,  bear  aside  and  subdue,  in  their  climax 
•f  passion,  the  more  feeble  wills  and  passions  of 


others ;  as.  wherr  a  river  joias  a  brook,  the  flereer  tor- 
rent shoulders  aside  the  smaller  stream. 

Wildrake  stood  a  silent,  inactive,  and  almost  a  ter- 
rified spectator,  while  Cromwell,  assuming  a  firm 
sternness  of  eye  and  manner,  as  one  who  compels 
himself  to  look  on  what  some  strong  internal  feeling 
renders  painful  and  disgustful  to  him,  proceeded,  in 
brief  and  interrupted  expressions,  but  yet  with  a  firm 
voice,  to  comment  on  the  portrait  of  the  late  King. 
His  words  seemed  less  addressed  to  Wildrake,  than 
to  be  the  spontaneous  unhurthenrng  of  his  own  bo- 
Bom,  swelHng  under  recollection  of  the  pest  and  anti- 
cipation of  the  future. 

"That  Flemish  paii..er,"  he  said— "that  Antonio 
Vandyke— what  a  power  he  has  I  Steel  may  muti- 
late, warriors  may  waste  and  destroy— still  the  King 
stands  uninjured  by  time;  and  our  grand-children, 
while  they  read  his  history,  may  look  on  his  image, 
and  compare  the  melancholy  features  with  the  woful 
tale.— It  was  a  stern  necessity — ^it  was  an  awful  deed ! 
The  calm  pride  of  that  eye  might  have  ruled  worlds 
of  crouching  Frenchmen,  or  supple  Italians,  orfornrial 
Spaniards;  but  its  glances  only  roused  the  native 
courage  of  the  stern  Englishman.— Lay  not  on  poor 
sinful  man.  whose  breath  is  in  his  nostrils,  the  blame 
that  he  falls,  when  Heaven  never  gave  him  strength 
of  nerves  to  stand !  The  weak  rider  is  thrown  by  nis 
unruly  horse,  and  trampled  to  death— the  strongest 
man,  the  best  cavalier,  springs  to  the  empty  saddle, 
and  uses  bit  and  spur  till  the  fiery  stdcd  knows  its 
master.  Who  blames  him,  who,  mounted  aloft  rides 
triumphantly  amongst  the  people,  for  having  suc- 
ceeded, where  the  unskilful  and  feeble  fell  and  died? 
Verily  he  hath  his  reward  :  Then,  what  is  that  piece 
of  painted  canvass  to  me  more  than  others?  No;  let 
him  show  to  others  the  reproaches  of  that  cold,  calm 
face,  that  proud  yet  complaining  eye :  Those  who 
have  acted  on  higher  respects  have  no  cause  to  start 
at  painted  shadows.  Not  wealth  nor  power  brought 
me  from  my  obscurity.  The  oppressed  consciences, 
the  injured  liberties  of  England,  were  the  banner  that 
I  followed." 

He  raised  his  voice  so  high,  as  if  pleading  in  his  J 
own  defence  before  some  tribunal,  that  Pearson,  the  ' 
officer  in  attendance,  looked  into  the  apartment ;  and 
observing  his  master,  with  his  eves  kindling,  his  arm 
extended,  his  foot  advanced,  and  his  voice  raised,  like 
a  general  in  the  act  of  commanding  the  advance  of 
his  army,  he  instantly  withdrew. 

"  It  was  other  than  selfish  regards  that  drew  me 
forth  to  action,"  continued  Cromwell, "  and  I  dare 
the  world— ay,  living  or  dead  I  challenge— to  assert 
that  I  armed  for  a  private  cause,  or  as  a  means  of  en- 
larging my  fortunes.  Neither  was  there  a  trooper  in 
the  regiment  who  came  there  with  less  of  personal 
evil  will  to  yonder  unhappy" 

At  this  moment  the  door  of  the  apartment  opened, 
and  a  gentlewoman  entered,  who,  from  her  resem- 
blance to  the  General,  although  her  features  were  soft 
and  feminine,  might  be  immediately  recognised  as  his 
daughter.  She  walked  up  to  Cromwell,  gently  but 
firmly  passed  her  arm  through  his,  and  said  to  him 
in  a  persuasive  tone,  "Father,  this  is  not  well— you 
have  promised  me  this  should  not  happen." 

The  General  hung  down  his  head,  like  one  who 
was  either  ashamed  of  the  passion  to  which  he  had 
given  way,  or  of  the  influence  whieh  was  exercised 
over  him.  He  yielded,  however,  to  the  affectionate 
impulse,  and  left  the  apartment,  without  again  turn- 
ins  his  head  towards  the  portrait  which  had  so  much 
affected  him,  or  looking  towards  Wildrake,  who 
remained  fixed  m  astonishment 
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WiLDRAirc  was  left  in  the  cabinet,  as  we  have  said, 
astonished  and  alone.  It  was  often  noised  about, 
that  Cromwell,  the  deep  and  sagacious  statesman 
the  calm  and  intrepid  commander,  he  who  had  over 
come  such  difficultiei^  and  ascended  to  such  heightSi 
that  he  seemed  already  to  bestride  the  land  which  ht 
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had  oonqneredf  had,  Uke  many  other  men  of  t^tti 
genius,  a  consiitutional  taint  of  melancholy,  which 
■omeiimcsdiaplayed  itself  both  in  words  anc  a^iiuna, 
and  had  been  first  observed  in  that  sudden  nrkd  imk' 
ing  change^  when,  abandoning  entirely  the  dEsa^ilutG 
freaks  of  nis  youth,  he  embraced  a  very  strn;!  tourse 
of  religious  observances,  which,  upon  some  octrn^ions^ 
he  seemed  to  consider  as  bringing  him  into  niore  near 
and  close  contact  with  the  spiritual  world.  Thia 
extraordinary  man  is  said  sometimes,  dunne  that 
period  of  his  life,  to  have  given  wav  to  8pinuiATdi!hi' 
•ions,  or,  as  he  himself  conceived  them,  r^iof^hthc 
inspirations  of  approaching  grandeur,  and  oi:  EftrHn^^ 
deep,  and  mysterious  agencies  in  which  hft  was  iii 
future  to  be  engaged,  m  the  same  manner  aa  hia 
younger  years  had  been  marked  by  fits  of  ejcuberant 
and  excessive  frolic  and  debaucheries.  8ottieihing 
'  of  this  kind  seemed  to  explain  the  ebullition  of  pafisioo 
which  he  had  now  manifested. 

With  wonder  at  what  he  had  witnessed,  Wildrake 
felt  some  anxiety  on  his  own  account.  Though  noi 
the  most  reflecting  of  mortals,  he  had  sent^  i-nougb 
to  know,  that  it  is  dangerous  to  be  a  witiu-^  of  the 
infirmities  of  men  high  in  power;  and  he  w;i»  \ek  so 
long  by  himself^  as  induced  him  to  enterMiiu  some 
secret  doubts,  whether  the  Oeneral  might  not  be 
tempted  to  take  means  of  confining  or  n^movitig  a 
witness  who  had  seen  him  lowered,  as  it  c««mtid,  by 
the  suggestions  of  his  own  conscience,  benraib  ihal 
lofty  fugnt,  which,  in  general,  he  affected  lo  iusLain 
above  tne  rest  of  the  sublunary  world. 

In  this,  however,  he  wronged  Cromwell*  who  was 
free  either  from  an  extreme  degree  of  jealoua  suspi- 
cion, or  from  any  thing  which  approached  towards 
blood-thirstiness.  Pearson  appeared,  after  a  \npB*i  iif 
about  an  hour,  and.  intimating  to  Wildrake  that  he 
was  to  follow,  conducted  him  into  a  dismnt  apfth- 
ment,  in  which  he  found  the  General  seated  on  a  tuw 
couch.  His  daughter  was  in  the  apart  niont,  hut 
remained  at  some  distance,  apparently  buried  with 
some  female  needle- work,  and  scarce  turned  b^r  head 
as  Pearson  and  Wildrake  entered. 

At  a  sign  from  the  Lord  General.  Wildrake  ap- 
proached him  as  before.  "  Comrade,"  he  »a  id,  "  your 
old  friends  the  cavaliers  look  on  me  as  their  enemy, 
and  conduct  themselves  towards  me  as  if  they  de- 
nred  to  make  me  such.  I  profess  they  are  iEibiJiiring 
to  their  own  prejudice;  fori  regard,  and  have  t^vt'r 
regarded  them,  as  honest  and  honourable  foub,  who 
were  silly  enough  to  run  their  necks  into  nooaoa,  nnd 
their  heads  against  stone-walls,  that  a  man  rulkd 
Stewart,  and  no  other,  should  be  king  ovir  Uicm. 
Fools!  are  there  no  words  made  of  letters  that  would 
Nound  as  well  aa  Charles  Stewart,  with  that  magic 
title  beside  them?  Why,  the  word  King  la  like  a 
liglited  lamp,  that  throws  the  same  bright  gilding 
upon  any  combination  of  the  alphabet,  and  yet  you 
must  shed  your  blood  for  a  name  I  But  thou,  for  thy 
part,  shall  have  no  wrong  from  me.  Here  is  an  order, 
well  warranted,  to  clear  the  Lodge  at  W(sodsfi>ck, 
and  abandon  it  to  thy  master's  keeping,  or  ihoae 
whom  he  shall  appoint  He  will  have  his  uncle  and 
pretty  cousin  with  him,  doubtless.  Fare  thee  well- 
think  on  what  I  told  thee.  They  say  beauty  i^  a  EoAti- 
■tone  to  yonder  long  lad,  thou  dost  wot  of;  but  I 
reckon  he  has  other  stars  at  present  to  direct  his 
course  than  bright  eyes  and  fair  hair.  Be  it  am  ii 
may,  thou  knowest  my  purpose— peer  out,  peer  out : 
keep  a  constant  and  careful  look-out  on  every  rag^t'd 
patch  that  wanders  by  hedge- row  or  lane-^tnt-se  are 
days  when  a  beggar's  cloak  may  cover  a  king's  ran- 
dom. There  are  some  broad  Portugal  niece*  for 
thee— something  strange  to  thy  pouch,  I  *een,— 
Once  more,  think  on  what  thou  hast  heard,  und," 
be  added,  in  a  lower  and  more  impressive  rone  of 
voice,  "  forget  what  thou  hast  seen.  My  ^rr\  ii:t^  to 
thy  master:— and,  yet  once  again,  remember— niid 
forget."— Yf\\6nke  made  his  obeisance,  aiirf^  rpisim- 
jng  to  bin  inn,  left  Windsor  with  all  possible  Bpccd* 

It  was  afternoon  in  the  same  day  when  the  ravaher 
tejoirvou  his  roundhead  friend,  who  was  anxtou^ly 
<;xpecting  him  at  the  inn  in  Woodstock  appoiaicd  for 
»heir  rendezvous. 

"  Where  hast  thou  been  1— what  hast  thoQ  tt^tn  1 


—what  strange  uncertainty  is  in  thy  looks  V  «iid 
why  dost  thou  not  answer  me?" 

"  Because,"  said  Wildrake,  laying  aside  his  r-diof 
cloak  and  rapier,  "you  ask  so  many  questions  al 
once.  A  man  has  but  one  tongue  to  answer  with, 
and  mine  is  well  nigh  glued  to  the  roof  of  my  mouth. 

"Will  drink  unloosen  it?"  said  the  Colonel; 
"  though  I  dare  say  thou  hast  tried  that  spell  at  every 
alehouse  on  the  road.  Call  for  what  thou  woukiit 
have,  man.  only  be  ouick." 

"Colonel  Everard,"  answered  Wildrake.  ** I  have 
not  tasted  so  much  as  a  cup  of  cold  water  tnis  day." 

"Then  thou  art  out  of  humour  for  that  reason^" 
said  the  Colonel;  "aalve  thy  sore  with  brandy,  if 
thou  wilt,  but  leave  being  so  fantastic  and  unlike  to 
thvself  as  thou  showest  in  this  silent  mood.*' 

*^  Colonel  Everard,"  replied  the  csvalier,  vbij 
gravely,  "  I  am  an  altered  man." 

"I  think  thou  dost  alter."  said  Everard,  ** every 
day  in  the  year,  and  every  hour  of  the  day.  C0111& 
good  now,  tell  me,  hast  thou  seen  the  General,  sod 
got  his  warrant  for  clearing  out  the  sequestrators 
from  Woodstock  T' 

"I  have  seen  the  devil,"  sakl  Wildrake,  "and 
have,  as  thou  sayst,  got  a  warrant  from  him." 

"  Give  it  me,"  said  Everard,  hastily  catching  at  the 
packet. 

"Forgive  me,  Mark,"  sakl  Wildrake:  "if  thoa 
k newest  the  purpose  with  which  this  deed  is  granted 
—if  thou  kncwest— what  it  is  not  my  purpose  to 
tell  thee— what  manner  of  hopes  are  founded  oo 
thy  accepting  it,  I  have  that  opinion  of  thee,  Mark 
Everard,  that  thou  would'st  aa  soon  take  a  ledhol 
horseshoe  from  the  anvil  with  thy  bare  hand,  as  n- 
ceive  into  it  this  slip  of  paper." 

"Come,  come."  said  Everard,  "  this  comes  of  some 
of  your  exalted  ideas  of  loyalty,  which,  exceUent 
within  certain  bounds,  drive  us  mao  when  encouraged 
up  to  some  heights.  Do  not  think,  since  I  must  mndt 
speak  plainly  with  thee,  that  1  see  without  sorrow  tba 
downfall  of  our  ancient  monarchy,  and  the  aabsiito*  , 
tion  of  another  form  of  government  in  its  stead ;  but 
ought  my  regret  for  the  past  to  prevent  my  acqaies* 
cing  and  aiding  in  such  measures  as  are  likay  to 
settle  the  future?  The  royal  cause  is  ruined,  hadst 
thou  and  every  cavalier  in  England  sworn  the  eon- 
trary ;  ruined,  not  to  rise  again,— for  many  a  day  at 
least.  The  Parliament,  so  often  draughted  aod 
drained  of  those  who  were  courageous  enoiqih  to 
maintain  their  own  freedom  of  opinion,  is  now  re- 
duced to  a  handful  of  statesmen,  who  have  lost  the 
respect  of  the  people,  from  the  length  of  lime  dnins 
which  thev  have  held  the  supreme  mansRsmeot  of 
affairs.  Tney  cannot  stand  fong  unless  they  woe  to 
reduce  the  army;  and  the  army,  late  servants,  sn 
now  masters,  and  will  refuse  to  be  reduced.  They 
know  their  strength,  and  that  they  may  be  an  army 
subsisting  on  pay  and  free  ouarters  throogbout 
England  as  long  as  they  will  I  tell  thee,  Wildiake. 
unless  we  look  to  the  only  man  who  can  rule  and 
manage  them,  we  may  expect  military  law  throogb- 
out  the  land ;  and  I,  for  mine  own  part,  look  for  any 
preservation  of  our  privileges  that  may  be  voucfasafcd 
to  us,  only  through  the  wisdom  and  forbearance  of 
Cromwell.  Now  you  have  my  secret.  Yoo  are  aware 
that  I  am  nut  doing  the  beat  I  would,  but  the  best  I 
can.  I  wish— not  so  ardently  as  thou,  perhaps— yet 
I  do  w'wh  that  the  King  could  have  been  restored  on 
good  terms  of  composition,  ssfe  for  us  and  fbr  him- 
self. And  now,  good  Wildrak&  rebel  as  thou  thinkest 
me,  make  me  no  worse  n  rebel  than  an  unwilling  ooe. 
God  knows,  I  never  laid  aside  love  and  reverence  to 
the  King,  even  in  drawing  my  sword  against  his  ill 
advisers." 

"Ah,  plague  on  you,'*  said  Wildraka,  **  that  is  the 
very  cant  of  it— that's  what  you  all  my.  All  of  yon 
fought  against  the  King  in  pure  love  and  loyalty,  and 
not  otherwise.  However,  I  see  your  drift,  and  1  own 
that  I  like  it  better  than  I  expected.  The  army  if 
your  bear  now,  and  old  Noll  is  your  bearward ;  and 
you  arc  like  a  country  constahlc,  who  makes  interest 
with  the  bearward  that  he  may  prevent  htm  fmn 
letting  bruin  loose.  Well,  thnre  may  come  a  day 
when  the  sun  will  shine  on  our  tide  or  the  fenoskuw 
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thereon  shall  you,  and  all  the  good  fatr-weat her  folks 
who  love  the  stroncer  party,  come  and  make  com- 
mon cause  with  us. ' 

Without  much  attending  to  what  his  friend  said. 
Colonel  Everard  carefully  studied  the  warrant  or 
Cromwell.  "  It  is  bolder  and  more  peremptory  than 
1  expected,"  he  said.  '*The  General  must  feel  him- 
self strong,  when  he  opposes  his  own  authority  so 
directly  to  that  of  the  Council  of  State  and  the  Par- 
liarncni." 

'*  You  will  not  hesitate  to  act  upon  it?"  said  Wild- 
rake. 

"  That  I  certainly  will  not,"  answered  Everard ; 
**but  I  must  wait  till  I  have  the  assistance  of  the 
Hayor.  who,  I  think,  will  gladly  see  these  fellows 
ejected  from  the  Lod^.  I  must  not  go  altogether 
tipon  militarv  authonty,  if  possible."  Then,  step- 
ping to  the  door  of  the  apartment,  he  dcnmtched  a 
servant  of  the  house  in  quest  of  the  Chief  Magistrate, 
desiring  he  should  be  made  acquainted  that  Colonel 
Everard  desired  to  see  him  with  as  little  loss  of  time 
ms  possible. 

You  are  sure  he  will  come,  like  a  dog  at  a 
whistle,"  said  Wildrnke.  "The  word  captain,  or 
colonel,  makes  the  fat  citizen  trot  in  these  days, 
when  one  sword  is  worth  fifty  corporation  charters. 
But  there  are  dragoons  vonder,  as  well  as  the  grim- 
foced  knave  whom  I  nightencd  the  other  evening 
when  I  showed  my  face  in  at  the  window.  Think'st 
thou  the  knaves  will  show  no  niugh  play?" 

"The  General's  warrant  will  weigh  more  with 
them  than  a  dozen  acts  of  Parliament,"  said  Everard. 
— "  But  it  is  time  thou  eatest,  if  thou  hast  in  truth 
lidden  from  Windsor  hither  without  baiting." 

"  I  care  not  about  it,"  said  Wildrake :  "I  tell  thee, 
your  General  gave  me  a  breakfast,  which,  I  think, 
will  serve  me  one  while,  if  I  am  ever  able  to  digest 
it.  By  the  mass,  it  lay  so  heavy  on  my  conscience, 
that  I  carried  it  to  church  to  see  if  I  could  digest  it 
there  with  my  other  sins.    But  not  a  whit" 

"  To  churcn !— To  the  door  of  the  church,  thou 
meanest,"  said  Everard.  "I  know  thy  way— thou 
■rt  ever  wont  to  pull  thy  hat  off  reverently  at  the 
threshold,  but  for  crossing  it,  that  day  seldom  comes." 

"Well,''  replied  WUdrake,  "and  if  I  do  pull  off  my 
castor  and  kneel,  is  it  not  seemly  to  show  the  same 
respects  in  a  church  which  we  oner  in  a  palace  1  It 
ia  a  dainty  matter,  is  it  not,  to  see  your  Anabaptists, 
and  Brownists^  and  the  rest  of  you,  gather  to  a  ser- 
mon with  as  little  ceremony  as  hogs  to  a  trough  ? 
But  here  comes  food,  and  now  for  a  grace,  if  I  can 
remember  one." 

,Everard  was  too  much  interested  about  the  fate  of 
his  uncle  and  his  fair  coupin.  and  the  prospect  of  re- 
storing them  to  their  quiet  home,  under  the  protec- 
tion of  that  formidable  truncheon  which  was  already 
regarded  as  the  Icading-stafT  of  England,  to  remark, 
that  certainly  a  great  alteration  had  taken  place  in  the 
manners  and  outward  behaviour  at  least  of  his  com- 
panion. His  demeanour  frequently  evinced  a  sort  of 
totrucgle  betwixt  old  habits  of  indulgence,  and  some 
newly  formed  rrsolutions  of  abstinence;  and  it  was 
almost  ludicrous  to  see  how  often  the  hand  of  the 
neophyte  directed  itself  naturally  to  a  larse  black 
leathern  jack,  which  contained  two  double  nagonaof 
strong  ale,  and  how  often,  diverted  from  its  purpose 
by  the  bettor  reflections  of  the  reformed  toper,  it  seized, 
mstead,  upon  a  large  ewer  of  salubrious  and  pure 
water. 

It  was  not  difficult  to  see  that  the  task  of  sobriety 
waa  not  vet  become  easy,  and  that,  if  it  had  the  re- 
commendation of  the  intellectual  portion  of  the  party 
who  had  resolved  upon  it,  the  outward  man  yielded 
a  reluctant  and  restive  compliance.  But  honest  Wild- 
rake had  been  dreadfully  friglitencd  at  tlie  course  pro- 
posed to  him  by  Cromwell,  and,  with  a  feeling  not 
peculiar  to  the  Catholic  religion,  had  formed  a  solemn 
resolution  within  his  own  mind,  that,  if  he  came  ofl 
safe  and  with  honour  from  this  dangerous  interview, 
he  would  show  his  sense  of  Heaven's  favour,  by 
renouncing  some  of  the  sins  which  mo8t  easily  beset 
him,  and  especially  that  of  intemperance,  to  which, 
like  many  if  his  wild  compeers,  ne  was  too  much 


This  resolution,  or  vow,  was  partly  prudential  as 
well  as  religk>us ;  for  it  occurred  to  him  as  very  pos- 
sible, that  some  matters  of  a  difficult  and  delicate 
nature  might  be  thrown  into  his  hands  at  the  present 
emergency,  during  the  conduct  of  which  it  would  be 
{  fitting  for  him  to  act  by  some  l)etter  oracle  than  that 
I  of  the  Bottle,  celebrated  by  Rabelais.  In  full  com- 
^  pUance  with  this  prudent  determination,  he  touched 
neither  the  ale  nor  the  brandy  which  were  placed  be- 
fore him,  and  declined  peremptorily  the  sack  with 
which  his  friend  would  have  garnished  the  board. 
Nevertheless,  just  as  the  boy  removed  the  trencheis 
and  napkins,  together  with  the  large  black-jack 
which  we  have  already  mentioned,  aiid  was  one  or 
two  steps  on  his  way  to  the  door,  the  sinewv  arm  of 
the  cavalier,  which  seemt^d  to  elongate  itseU  on  pur- 
pose, (as  it  extended  far  beyond  the  folds  of  the 
threadbare  jacket,)  arrested  the  progress  of  the  retir- 
ing Ganymede,  and  seizing  on  the  black-jack,  con- 
veyed it  to  the  lips,  which  were  gently  oreathing 
forth  the  aspiration,  "D—n— I  mean,  Heaven  forgive 
me— we  are  poor  creatures  of  clay— one  modeet  sip 
must  be  permitted  to  our  frailty." 

So  murmuring,  he  glued  the  huge  flason  to  his  lips, 
and  as  the  head  was  slowly  and  gradually  inclined 
backwards  in  proportion  as  the  right  hand  elevated 
the  bottom  of  the  pitcher,  Everard  had  great  doubta 
whether  the  drinker  and  the  cup  were  likely  to  part 
until  the  whole  contents  of  the  latter  had  been  trans- 
ferred to  the  person  of  the  former.  Roger  Wildrake 
stinted,  however,  when,  by  a  moderate  computation, 
he  had  swallowed  at  one  draught  about  a  quart  ana 
a  half. 

He  then  replaced  it  on  the  salver,  fetched  a  long 
breath  to  refresh  his  lungs,  bade  the  boy  get  him  gone 
with  the  rest  of  the  liquors,  in  a  tone  which  inferred 
some  dread  of  his  constancy,  and  then^  turning  to 
his  friend  Everard,  he  expatiated  in  praise  of  mode- 
ration, observing  that  the  mouthful  which  he  had 
1'ust  taken  had  been  of  more  service  to  him  than  if  he 
lad  remained  quaJffing  healths  at  table  for  four  hours 
toffcther. 
His  friend  made  no  reply,  but  ciMild  not  help  being 

Srivately  of  opinion  that  W^ildrake's  temjserance  had 
one  as  much  execution  on  the  tankard  in  his  single 
draught,  as  some  more  moderate  topers  might  have 
effected  if  they  had  sat  sipping  for  an  evening.  But 
the  subject  was  changed  by  the  entrance  of  the  land- 
lord, who  came  to  announce  to  his  honour  Colonel 
Everard,  that  the  worshipful  Mayor  of  Woodstock, 
with  the  Rev.  Master  Holdenough,  were  come  to 
wait  upon  him. 


CHAPTER  X. 

Here  we  liave  one  heed 

Upon  two  bodies-  your  two-headed  Imlloek 

U  but  an  Ma  to  nicli  a  prodifjr. 

The*e  two  have  but  one  meaninr,  thoaght.  and  eooinol  { 

And,  when  tlie  ainfle  nottdie  had  ipoke  out, 

Tlie  four  leffM  scrape  aMoot  to  't-OM  Plap. 

In  the  goodly  form  of  the  honest  Mayor,  there  waa 
a  bustling  mixture  of  importance  and  embarrass- 
ment like  the  deportment  of  a  man  who  was  con- 
scious that  he  had  an' important  part  to  act,  if  he 
could  but  exactly  discover  what  that  part  was.  But 
lioth  were  mingled  with  much  pleasure  at  seeing 
Everard.  and  he  frequently  repeated  his  welcomes 
and  all-hails  before  he  could  be  brought  to  attend  to 
what  that  gentleman  said  in  reply. 

*  Good,  worthy  Colonel,  you  are  indeed  a  desirable 
sight  to  Woodstock  at  all  times,  being,  as  I  may  ssy, 
almost  our  townsman,  as  you  nave  dwelt  so  mucii 
and  so  long  at  the  palace.  Truly,  the  matter  b^ns 
almoHt  to  pass  my  wit,  though  I  have  transacted  the 
affairs  of  this  borough  for  many  a  long  day;  and  yon 
are  come  to  my  assistance  like.  Uke" 

"  Tantpiam  Dnu  tx  machina,  as  the  Ethnic  poet 
hath  it,"  said  Master  Holdenough,  "  although  I  do 
not  often  uuote  from  such  books.— Indeed,  Master 
Markham  Everard— or  worthy  Colonel,  as  I  ought 
rather  to  say— you  are  simply  the  most  welcome  man 
who  has  come  to  Woodstock  sinco  the  days  of  old 
j  King  Harry." 

*'  i  had  some  business  with  you,  mv  cood  frirnd." 
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•aid  the  Colonel,  addmising  the  Mayor ;  "  I  shall  be 
fflad  if  it  ahould  ao  happen  at  the  same  time,  that  I  mav 
find  occamon  to  pleasure  you  or  your  worthy  pastor." 

"  No  Question  you  can  do  so,  good  sir,"  interposed 
Master  Holdenough :  "  you  have  the  heart,  sir,  and 
]rou  have  the  hand;  and  we  are  much  in  want 
of  Rood  counsel,  and  that  from  a  man  of  action.  I 
am  aware,  worthy  Colonel,  that  you  and  your  worthy 
father  have  ever  borne  yourselves  in  these  turmoils 
like  men  of  a  truly  Chnstian  and  moderate  spirit, 
striving  to  pour  oil  into  the  wounds  of  the  land, 
which  some  would  rub  with  vitriol  and  pepper;  and 
we  know  you  are  faithful  children  of  that  church 
which  we  have  reformed  from  its  papistical  and  pre- 
latical  tenets." 

"My  good  and  reverend  friend,"  said  Everard,  "I 
respect  the  pietv  and  learning  of  many  of  your  teach- 
ers;  but  I  am  also  for  liberty  of  conscience  to  all  men. 
I  neither  side  with  sectaries,  nor  do  I  desire  to  sec 
them  the  object  of  suppression  by  violence." 

" Sir,  sir,  said  the  Presbyterian,  hastily,  "all  this 
hath  a  fair  sound ;  but  I  would  you  should  think 
what  a  fine  country  and  church  we  are  like  to  have 
of  it,  amidst  the  errors,  blasphemies,  and  schisms, 
which  are  daily  introduced  into  the  church  and  king- 
dom of  England,  so  that  worthy  Master  Edwards, 
in  his  Gangrena,  declareth,  that  our  native  country  is 
about  to  become  the  very  sink  and  cess-pool  of  all 
■chisms,  heresies,  blasphemies,  and  confusions,  as  the 
army  of  Hannibal  was  said  to  be  the  refuse  of  all 
nations — Colluvies  omnium  i^entium.— Believe  me, 
worthy  Colonel,  that  they  of  the  Honourable  House 
Tiew  all  this  over  lightly,  and  with  the  winking  con- 
nivance of  old  EIL  These  instnicters,  the  schis- 
matics, shoulder  the  orthodox  ministers  out  of  their 
pulpits,  thrust  themselves  into  families,  and  break  up 
the  peace  thereof^  stealing  away  men's  hearts  from 
the  established  faith." 

"  My  good  Master  Holdenough,"  replied  the  Colo- 
liel,  interrupting  the  zealous  preacher,  "  there  is  ground 
of  sorrow  for  all  these  unhappy  discords ;  and  I  hold 
with  you,  that  the  fiery  sptnts  of  the  present  time 
have  raised  men's  minds  at  once  above  sober-minded 
and  sincere  religion,  and  obove  decorum  and  com- 
mon sense.  But  there  is  no  help  save  patience.  En- 
thusiasm is  a  stream  that  may  foam  off  in  its  own 
time,  whereas  it  is  sure  to  bear  down  every  barrier 
which  is  directly  opposed  to  it.— But  what  are  these 
achismatical  proceedings  to  our  present  purpose?" 

"  Why,  partly  this,  sir,^'  said  HoldenouKh,  '^although 
perhaps  you  may  make  less  of  it  than  I  should  have 
thought  before  we  met.— I  was  myself— I,  Nehemiab 
Hoidenou^h,  [he  added  consequentially,]  was  forcibly 
expelled  from  my  own  pulpit,  even  as  a  man  should 
have  been  thrust  out  of  his  own  house,  by  an  alien,  and 
an  intruder,  a  wolf,  who  was  not  at  the  trouble  even 
to  put  on  sheep's  clothing,  but  came  in  his  native 
wolfish  attire  of  buff  and  bandoleer,  and  held  forth  in 
my  siead  to  the  people,  who  arc  to  me  as  a  flock  to  the 
lawful  shepherd.  It  is  too  true,  sir— Master  Mayor 
■aw  it,  and  strove  to  take  such  order  to  prevent  it  as 
man  might,— thotigh,"  turning  to  the  Mayor,  "I  think 
■till  you  might  have  striven  a  little  morc.^' 

"  Good  now,  good  Master  Holdenough,  do  not  let 
us  go  back  on  that  question,"  said  the  Mayor.  "  Guy 
of  Warwick,  or  Bcvis  of  Hampton,  might  do  some- 
thing with  this  generation;  but  truly,  they  are  too 
many  and  too  strong  for  the  Mayor  ot  Woodstock." 

'  I  think  Master  Mayor  speaks  very  good  sense," 
■aid  the  Colonel;  "if  the  Independents  are  not  al- 
lowed to  preach,  I  fear  me  they  will  not  fight  ^— and 
then  if  you  were  to  have  another  rising  of  cavaliers?" 

"There  are  worse  folks  may  lise  than  cavaUcrs," 
■aid  Holdenough. 

•  "How,  sir?"  replied  Colonel  Everard.  "Let  me 
remind  you.  Master  Holdenough,  that  is  no  safe  lan- 
guage in  the  present  state  of  the  nation." 

"I  say,"  said  the  Presbyterian,  "  then?  are  worse 
folk  may  rise  than  cavaliers;  and  I  will  prove  what  I 
say.  The  devil  is  worse  than  the  worst  cavalier  that 
ever  drank  a  health,  or  swore  an  oath— and  the  devil 
has  arisen  at  Woodstock  Lodge  I" 

"  Ay,  truly  hath  he,"  said  the  Mayor,  "  bo<lily  and 
visibly,  in  Agure  and  form— An  awful  time  we  live  in !" 


"  Gentlemen,  I  really  know  not  how  1  am  to  under- 
stand you,"  said  Everard. 

"  Why,  It  was  even  about  the  devil  we  came  to  speak 
with  you,"  said  the  Mayor ;  "  but  the  worthy  minister 
is  always  so  hot  upon  the  sectaries" 

"  Which  are  the  devil's  brats,  and  nearly  akin  to 
him,"  said  Master  Holdenough.  "  But  true  it  is.  that 
the  growth  of  these  sects  has  brought  up  the  Evil  One 
even  upon  the  face  of  the  earth,  to  look  after  his  own 
interest,  where  he  finds  it  most  thriving." 

"  Master  Holdenough,"  said  the  Colonel,  "  if  yoa 
apeak  figuratively,  I  have  already  told  you  that  I  have 
neither  the  means  nor  the  skill  sufficient  to  temper 
these  religious  heats.  But  if  you  design  to  say  that 
there  has  been  an  actual  appantion  of  ine  devil,  I  pre- 
sume to  think  that  you,  with  your  doctrine  and  yonr 
learning,  would  be  a  fitter  match  for  him  than  a  sol- 
dier like  me." 

"True,  sir;  and  I  have  that  confidence  in  the  com- 
mission which  I  hold,  that  I  would  uke  the  field 
against  the  foul  fiend  without  a  moment's  delay,"  said 
Holdenough;  **but  the  place  in  which  he  hath  of  late 
appeared,  heing  Woodstock,  is  filk>d  with  those  dan- 
gerous and  impious  persons,  of  whom  1  have  been  bot 
now  complaining;  and  though,  confident  in  ray  own 
resources,  I  dare  venture  in  disputation  with  their 
Great  Mfaster  himself,  yet  without  your  protection, 
most  worthy  Colonel,  I  see  not  that  I  may  with  pru- 
dence trust  myself  with  the  tossing  and  goring  ox 
Desborough,  or  the  bloody  and  devouring  bear  Hai^ 
rison.  or  the  cold  and  poisonous  snake  Bletson— all 
of  whom  are  now  at  the  Lodge,  doing  license  and 
taking  spoil  as  they  think  meet ;  ana,  as  all  men 
say,  the  devil  has  come  to  make  a  fourth  with 
them." 

"In  good  truth,  worthy  and  noble  sir,"  said  ths 
Mayor,  it  is  even  as  Master  Holdenough  says— our 
privileges  are  declared  void,  our  cattle  seized  in  the 
very  pastures.  They  talk  oif  cutting  down  and  dis- 
parking  the  fair  Chase,  which  has  been  so  long  the 
pleasure  of  so  many  kings,  and  making  Woodstock 
of  as  Uttle  note  as  any  paltry  village.  I  assure  you  ws 
heard  of  your  arrival  with  joy,  and  wondered  at  yonr 
keeping  yourself  so  close  in  your  lodgings.  We  know 
no  one  save  your  father  or  you,  that  are  like  to  stand 
the  poor  burgesses'  friend  in  this  extremity,  since  al- 
most all  the  gentry  around  are  malignants,  and  under 
sequestration.  We  trust,  therefore,  you  will  maks 
strong  intercession  in  our  behalf." 

"  Certainly,  Master  Mayor,"  said  the  Colonel,  who 
saw  himselr  with  pleasure  anticipated ;  "  it  was  mv 
very  purpose  to  have  interfered  in  this  matter;  and! 
did  but  keep  myself  alone  until  I  should  be  furnished 
with  some  authority  from  the  Lord  GJeneral." 

"  Powers  from  the  Lord  General !"  said  the  Mayor, 
thrusting  the  clergyman  with  his  elbow— "  Dost  tooQ 
hear  that?— What  cock  will  fight  that  cock?  We 
shall  carry  it  now  over  their  necks,  and  Woodstock 
shall  be  brave  Woodstock  still !" 

"Keq}  thine  elbow  from  my  side,  friend,*'  said 
Holdenough,  annoyed  by  theacuon  which  the  Mayor 
hadsuitalto  his  words;  "and  may  the  Lord  send 
that  Cromwell  prove  not  as  sharp  to  the  people  of 
England  as  thy  bones  agairist  my  person !  Yet  I 
approve  that  we  should  use  his  authority  to  stop  ths 
course  of  these  men's  proceedings." 

"  Let  us  set  out,  then,"  said  Colonel  Everard  ;  "and 
I  trust  we  shall  find  the  gentlemen  reasonable  and 
obedient."  ,   ,    .    » 

The  functionaries,  laic  and  clerical,  assented  with 
much  joy;  and  the  Colonel  requu^d  and  received 
Wildrake's  assistance  in  putting  on  his  cloak  and 
rapier,  as  if  he  had  been  the  dependent  whose  part  he 
acted.  The  cavalier  contrived,  however,  while  doiat 
him  these  menial  offices,  to  give  his  friend  a  shrewa 
pinch;  in  order  to  maintain  the  footing  of  seen! 
cquahty  betwixt  them. 

The  Colonel  was  saluted,  as  they  passed  through 
the  streets,  by  many  of  the  anxious  inhabitants,  whs 
seemed  to  consider  his  intervention  as  affording  the 
only  chance  of  saving  their  fine  Park,  and  the  nghti 
of  the  corporation,  as  well  as  of  individuals,  nom 
ruin  and  confiscation. 

As  they  entered  the  Park,  the  Colonel  asked  hii 
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companions,  "What  is  this  you  say  of  apparilionji 
being  seen  amoncHt  them  ?" 

**Why,  Colonel,"  said  the  clergyman,  "you  knoH 
yourself  that  Woodstock  was  alwavs  haunted  ?" 

*'  I  have  lived  therein  many  a  day,  said  the  Colonel ; 
**and  I  know  that  I  never  saw  the  least  sign  of  it, 
•Ithough  idle  people  spoke  of  the  house  as  they  do 
of  all  old  mansions,  and  gave  the  apartments  ghost!< 
snd  spectres  to  fill  up  the  places  of  as  many  of  the 
deceased  great,  as  had  ever  dwelt  there." 

"  Nay,  but,  good  Colonel,"  said  the  clcrgjonan,  "I 
trust  you  have  not  reached  the  prevailing  sin  of  the 
tiijiea,  and  become  indifferent  to  the  testimony  in 
favour  of  apparitions,  which  appears  so  conclusive  to 
all  but  atheists,  and  advocates  for  witches?  ' 

"I  wotild  not  absolutely  disbelieve  what  is  so  gen> 
erally  affirmed,"  said  the  Colonel ;  "  but  my  reason 
leads  me  to  doubt  most  of  the  stories  which  I  have 
heard  of  this  sort,  and  my  own  experience  never 
went  to  confirm  any  of  them." 

"  Ay,  but  trust  me,"  said  Holdenough,  "  there  was 
alwavs  a  demon  of  one  or  the  other  species  about 
this  Woodstock.  Not  a  man  or  woman  in  the  town 
but  has  heard  stories  of  apparitions  in  the  forest,  or 
about  the  old  castle.  Sometimes  it  is  a  pack  of 
hounds,  that  sweep  along,  and  the  whoops  and  hol- 
lows of  the  huntsmen,  and  the  winding  of  horns  and 
the  galloping  of  horse,  which  is  heard  as  if  first  more 
distant,  and  then  close  around  you— and  then  anon  it 
is  a  solitary  huntsman,  who  asks  if  you  can  tell  him 
which  way  the  stag  is  gone.  He  is  always  dressed 
in  green ;  out  the  fashion  of  his  clothes  is  some  five 
hundred  years  old.  This  is  what  we  call  Demon 
Meridianum— the  noonday  spectre." 

"My  worthy  and  reverend  sir,"  said  tj;^  Colonel, 
**I  have  lived  at  Woodstock  many  seasons,  and  have 
traversed  the  Chase  at  all  hours.  Tnist  me,  what 
vou  hear  from  the  villagers,  is  the  growth  of  their  idle 
wily  and  superstition." 

•^Colonel  "  replied  Holdenough,  "a  negative  proves 
nothing.  What  signifies,  cravmg  your  pardon,  that 
you  have  not  seen  any  thmg,  be  it  enrthly,  or  be  it  of 
the  other  world,  to  detract  from  the  evidence  of  a 
score  of  people  who  have?— And.  beside-s  there  is  the 
Demon  Nocfurnum— the  being  that  walketh  by  night 
—He  has  been  among  these  Independents  and  schis- 
matics last  night.— Ay,  Colonel,  you  may  stare;  but 
It  is  even  so— they  may  try  whether  he  will  mend 
their  gifts,  as  they  profanely  call  them,  of  exposition 
and  prayer.  No,  sir,  I  trow,  to  master  the  foul  fiend 
there  goeih  some  comi»etent  knowledge  of  theology, 
and  an  acxjuaintanceof  the  humane  letters,  ay,  ana  a 
regular  clerical  education,  and  clerical  calling." 

"I  do  not  in  the  least  doubt,"  said  the  Colonel, 
"the  f'fficafy  of  your  qualifications  to  lay  the  devil; 
but  still  1  think  M)me  odd  mistake  has  occasioned  this 
confusion, amongst  them,  if  there  has  any  such  in 
reality  existed.  Desborough  is  a  blorkhend,  to  be 
lure;  and  Harrison  is  fanatic  enough  to  believe  any 
thing.  Kut  there  is  Bletson,  on  the  other  hand,  who 
believt^  nothiiig.— What  do  you  know  of  this  matter, 
good  Master  Mayor?" 

**In  sooth,  and  it  was  Master  Blcston  who  gave 
the  first  alarm,"  replied  the  magistrate,  "or,  at  least, 
the  first  distinct  one.  You  see,  sir,  I  was  in  bed  with 
my  wife,  and  no  one  else ;  aud  I  was  as  fast  asle<p 
18  a  man  can  desire  to  be  at  two  hours  after  m'ld- 
aight,  when.  Uphold  you,  thty  came  knocking  at  my 
ledroom  door,  to  tell  me  there  was  an  alarm  in  Wood- 
itock,  and  that  the  bell  of  ihe  l^gc  was  ringing  at 
that  dead  hour  of  the  night,  as  hard  as  ever  it  rung 
nrhen  it  railed  the  court  to  dinner." 

"  Well,  but  the  cause  of  this  alarm  ?"  said  the 
Lionel. 

"  Yon  shall  hear,  worthy  Colonel,  you  shall  hear," 
inswered  the  Mayor,  waving  his  hand  with  dijinity  ; 
!or  he  was  one  of  those  persons  who  will  not  he  hur- 
Te<l  out  of  their  own  pace.  "  So  Mrs.  Mavor  would 
lave  persuaded  nie,  in  her  love  and  aire<'tion,  p«K)r 
srretrh,  that  to  n^e  at  such  an  hour  out  of  my  own 
warm  U-d,  was  like  to  brim?  on  my  old  conjplamt  the 
umbngo.  and  tnnt  I  should  send  thr>  people  to  AUUt- 
nan  Dutton.— .Aldiriiinn  Devil.  3Irs.  Mayor,  said  1; 
^I  b<-g  your  reverence's  parclon  for  using  such  a 

Vou  V. 


phrase—Do  yotj  think  I  am  going  to  lie  a-bed  wheii 
the  town  is  on  fire,  and  the  cavaliers  up,  and  tha 
devil  to  pav?— I  beg  pardon  again,  parwn.— But  here 
we  are  before  the  gate  of  the  Palace ;  will  it  not  pleaaa 
you  to  enter?" 

"  I  would  first  hear  the  end  of  your  storv,"  said  the 
Colonel ;  "  that  is,  Master  Mayor,  if  it  IhappenB  to 
have  an  end." 

"Every  thing  hath  an  end,"  said  the  Mavor,  "  and 
ihftt  which  we  call  a  pudding  hath  two.— Vour  wor- 
i^liip  wiM  forgive  me  for  being  facetious.  Where  was 
1  1—0,  i  jumped  out  of  bed,  and  put  on  my  red  plush 
h^eeches^  with  the  blue  nether  stocks,  for  I  always 
moke  a  point  of  being  dressed  suitably  to  my  dignity, 
night  and  day,  summer  or  winter.  Colonel  Everara; 
irnd  I  toitk  the  Constable  along  with  me,  in  case  the 
alirm  should  be  raised  by  night  walkers  or  thieves^ 
nnd  calh  d  up  worthv  Master  Holdenough  out  of  his 
bed,  in  case  it  should  turn  out  to  l^e  the  devil.  And 
so  I  thought  I  was  provided  for  the  worst— and  so 
away  we  came;  and,  by  and  by.  the  soldiers  who 
came  to  the  town  wit^  Master  Tomkins,  who  had 
been  called  to  arms,  came  marching  down  to  Wood- 
stock as  fast  as  their  feet  would  carry  them  ;  so  I 
gave  our  people  the  sign  to  let  them  pass  us,  and  out 
march  utii  as  it  were,  and  this  for  a  twofold  reason." 
"I  will  be  satisfied,"  interrupted  the  Colonel,  "  with 
one  good  reason.  You  desired  the  red-coats  should 
have  ihe Jirat  of  the  fray?" 

"True,  sir,  very  true;- and  also  that  they  should 
have  the  last  of  it  in  respect  that  fighting  is  their  espe- 
cial business.  However,  wo  came  on  at  a  slow  pace, 
as  men  who  are  determined  to  do  their  duty  without 
fear  or  favour,  when  suddenly  we  saw  something 
white  haste  away  up  the  avenue  towards  the  town, 
when  six  of  our  constables  and  their  assistants  fled 
at  once,  conceiving  it  to  be  an  apparition  called  tha 
White  Woman  of  Woodstock." 

"Look  vou  there,  Colonel,"  ssid  Master  Hold- 
enough,  "I  told  you  there  were  demons  of  more  kinds 
than  one,  which  haunt  the  ancient  scenes  of  royal 
debauchery  and  cruelty." 

"I  hope  you  stood  your  own  ground.  Master 
Mayor?"  said  the  Colonel. 

'1— yes— most  assuredly— that  is,  I  did  not,  strictlv 
speaking,  keep  my  ground;  but  the  town-clerk  and  I 
retreated— retreated.  Colonel,  and  without  confusion 
r)r  dishonour,  and  took  post  behind  worthy  Master 
Holdenough,  who,  with  the  spirit  of  a  lion,  threw  him- 
self in  the  way  of  the  supposed  spectre,  and  attacked 
it  with  such  a  siserary  of  Latin,  as  might  have  scared 
the  devil  himself;  and  thereby  plainly  discovered  that 
it  was  no  devil  at  all,  nor  white  woman,  neither  wo 
man  of  any  colour,  but  worshipful  Master  Bletson.  a 
member  of  the  House  of  Commons,  and  one  of  the 
commissioners  sent  hither  upon  this  unhappy  seques- 
tration of  the  Wood,  Chase,  and  Lodge  of  Wood- 
stock." 

"And  this  was  all  you  saw  of  the  demon?"  said 
the  Colonel. 

"Truly,  yes,"  answered  the  Mayor;  "and  I  had  no 
wish  to  see  more.  However,  we  conveyed  Master 
Bletson,  as  in  duty  bound,  back  to  the  Lodge,  and  he 
was  ever  maundering  by  the  way  how  that  he  met  a 
party  of  scarlet  devils  incarnate  marching  down  to 
the  Lodge ;  but,  to  my  poor  thinking,  it  must  have 
been  the  Independent  dragoons  who  had  just  passed 
us." 

"And  more  incarnate  devils  I  would  never  wish  to 
see,"  said  Wildrnke,  who  could  remain  silent  no  longer. 
His  voice,  so  suddenly  heard,  showed  how  much  the 
Mayor's  nerves  were  still  alarmed,  for  he  «iarted  and 
}um(^  aside  with  an  alacrity  of  which  no  one  wouki 
nl  first  sight  suppose*  a  man  of  his  portly  dignity  to 
have  been  capable.  Everard  imposed  silenct^  on  his 
intrusive  attendant ;  and,  desirous  to  hear  the  con- 
duRi*»n  of  this  strange  story,  requested  the  Mayor  to 
Tell  him  how  the  matter  ended,  and  whether  they 
stopped  the  supposed  spectre. 

^  Truly,  worthy  sir,"  said  the  Mayor,  "  Master  Holf  • 
f^nough  was  quite  venturous  upon  confronting,  as  ft 
wen,  ihedrvil,  and  compelling  hitn  to  appear  iin</» 
the  rial  form  of  Masttr  Joshua  Bletson,  member  of 
Parliament  for  the  borough  of  Littlefaith." 
43 
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•*In  800th,  Master  Mayor,"  said  the  divine, "  I  were 
vtranp^ly  ignorant  of  my  own  commission  and  its  im- 
njunities,  if  1  were  to  value  opposing  myself  to  Satan, 
or  any  Independent  in  his  likeness,  all  of  whom,  in  the 
name  of  Him  1  serve,  I  do  defy,  spit  at,  and  trample 
under  mv  feet ;  and  because  Master  Mayor  is  some- 
thing  tedious,  I  will  briefly  inform  your  nonour  that 
we  saw  little  of  the  Enemy  that  night,  save  what 
Master  Bletson  said  in  the  first  feeling  of  his  terrors, 
and  savc'  what  we  might  collect  from  the  disordered 
appearance  of  the  Honourable  Colonel  Desborough 
and  Maior-General  Harrison." 

"And  what  plight  were  they  in,  I  pray  you?"  de- 
manded the  Colonel. 

**  Why,  worthy  sir.  every  one  might  see  with  half  an 

Se  that  they  had  been  engaged  in  a  fight  wherein 
ey  had  not  be^n  honoured  with  perfect  victory :  see- 
ing that  (General  Harrison  was  stalking  up  ana  down 
the  parlour,  with  his  drawn  sword  in  His  hand,  talk- 
ing to  himsclC  his  doublet  unbuttoned,  his  points  un- 
trussed,  his  garters  loose,  and  like  to  throw  nim  down 
as  he  now  and  then  trode  on  them,  and  gaping  and 
grinning  like  a  mad  player.  And  yonder  sat  Desbo- 
rough with  a  dry  pottle  of  sack  before  him,  which  he 
haa  just  emptied,  and  which,  though  the  element  in 
which  he  trusted,  had  not  restored  nim  sense  enough 
to  speak,  or  courage  enough  to  look  over  his  shoulder. 
He  nad  a  Bible  in  his  hand,  forsooth,  as  if  it  would  of 
itself  make  battle  against  the  Evil  One;  but  I  peered 
over  his  shoulder,  and,  alas!  the  good  gentleman  held 
the  bottom  of  the  page  uppermost  It  was  as  if  one  of 
your  musketeers,  noble  and  valiant  sir,  were  to  present 
the  but  of  his  piece  at  the  enemy  instead  of  the  muzzle 
—ha.  ha,  ha !  it  was  a  sight  to  judge  of  schismatics 
by;  both  in  point  of  head,  and  in  point  of  heart,  in 
point  of  skill,  and  in  point  of  courage.— Oh !  Colonel, 
then  was  the  time  to  see  the  true  character  of  an 
authorized  pastor  of  souls  over  those  unhappy  men, 
who  leap  into  the  fold  without  due  and  legal  authority, 
and  will,  forsooth,  preach,  teach,  and  exhort,  ana 
blasphemously  term  the  doctrine  of  the  church  saltless 
pomd^e  and  dry  chips !" 

"  I  have  no  doubt  you  were  ready  to  meet  the  dan- 
ger, reverend  sir:  but  I  would  fain  know  of  what 
nature  it  was,  and  from  whence  it  was  to  be  appre- 
hended?" 

"  Was  it  for  me  to  make  such  inquiry  ?"  said  the 
clergyman,  triumphantly.  "  Is  it  for  a  brave  soldier 
to  number  his  enemies,  or  inquire  from  what  quarter 
they  are  to  come  ?— No,  sir,  I  was  there  with  match 
lighted,  bullet  in  my  mouth,  and  my  harauebuss 
■nouldered,  to  encounter  as  many  devils  as  hell  could 
pour  in.  were  they  countless  as  motes  in  the  sunbeam, 
md  although  they  came  from  all  points  of  the  com- 
pass. The  Papists  talk  of  the  temptation  of  St.  An- 
thony—pshaw !  let  them  double  all  the  myriads  which 
the  brnin  of  a  crazy  Dutch  painter  hath  invented,  and 
you  will  find  a  poor  Presbyterian  divine— I  will  answer 
for  one  at  least,— who,  not  in  his  own  strength,  but 
his  Master's,  will  receive  the  assault  in  such  sort,  that 
far  from  returning  against  him  as  against  yonder  poor 
hound,  day  after  day,  and  night  after  night,  he  will  at 
once  pack  them  off  as  with  a  vengeance  to  the  utter- 
most oarts  of  Assyria !" 

"  Still,"  said  the  Colonel,  "I  pray  to  know  whether 
you  saw  any  thing  upon  which  to  exercise  your  pious 
learning?" 

"Saw?"  answered  the  divine:  "no,  truly,  I  saw 
nothing,  nor  did  I  look  for  any  thing.  Thieves  will 
not  attack  well-armed  travellers,  nor  will  devils  or 
evil  spirits  come  against  one  who  bears  in  his  bosom 
the  word  o^  truth,  in  the  very  language  in  which  it 
was  first  dictated.  No.  sir,  they  vhun  a  divine  who 
can  understand  the  holy  text,  as  a  crow  is  said  to 
keep  wide  of  a  gun  loaded  with  hnilshot." 

They  had  walked  a  little  way  back  upon  their  road, 
to  give  time  for  this  conversation;  and  the  Colonel, 
perceiving  ir  was  about  to  lead  to  no  satisfactory  ex- 
planation of  the  real  cause  of  alarm  on  the  preceding 
night,  turned  round,  and  observing  it  was  time  they 
ahuuld  CO  to  the  Lodge,  began  to  move  in  that  direc- 
tion with  his  three  companions. 

It  had  now  become  dark,  and  the  towers  of  Wood- 
atock  ai-oae  high  above  the  umbrageous  shroud  which 


the  forest  nread  aroond  the  ancient  and  TeneraUe 
mansion.  From  one  of  the  highest  turrets,  whidi 
could  still  be  distinguished  as  it  rose  against  the  clear 
blue  sky.  there  gleamed  a  licht  like  that  of  a  candle 
within  the  building.  The  Mayor  stopt  short,  and 
catching  fast  hold  of  the  divine,  and  then  of  Coboel 
EverarJ,  exclaimed,  in  a  trerabhng  and  hasty,  bat 
suppressed  tone, 

'*  Do  you  see  yonder  light  ?" 

"Ay,  marry  do  I,"  said  Colonel  Everard;  "tad 
what  docs  that  matter?— a  lisht  in  a  garret-room  of 
such  an  old  mansion  as  Woodstock  ia  no  anhjsct  fat 
wonder,  I  trow." 

"  But  a  light  from  Rosamond^a  Tower  ia  nrdy 
eo  ?"  said  the  Mayor. 

"True,"  said  the  Colonel,  something  aorpnaedi 
whtn,  gfrt  r  rt  careful  examination,  he  satiafied  him- 
Sftflf  that  th'^  worthy  magistrate's  conjecture  was 
right,  ^^Th:i;  is  indeed  Rosamond* a  Tower ;  andu 
tUt  drawhn^ige  by  which  it  was  accessible  has  besa 
destroyed  fcrr  i^enturies.  it  is  hard  to  aay  whatcbaocs 
ayuki  })ftve  Lighted  a  lamp  in  such  an  inacoeasibk 
place," 

"That  light  bums  with  no  earthly  foeL"  saidths 
Mayor ;  "  neither  from  whale  nor  olive  oil.  nor  bees- 
wax, nor  mutton-suet  either.  I  dealt  in  these  com- 
modities, Colonel,  before  I  went  into  my  present  line; 
and  I  can  assure  you  I  could  distinguish  the  sort  of 
light  they  give,  one  from  another,  at  a  greater  distanes 
than  yonder  turret— Look  you.  that  ia  no  earthly 
flame.— See  you  not  something  blue  and  reddish  npoa 
the  edges?— that  bodes  full  well  where  it  comes  frooL 
--Colonel,  in  my  opinion  we  had  better  go  back  to 
sup  at  the  town,  and  leave  the  Devil  and  the  red- 
coats to  settle  their  matters  together  for  to-nigbti 
and  then  when  we  come  back  the  next  mominft  ws 
will  have  a  pull  with  the  party  that  chances  to  keo 
a-field." 

"Tou  will  do  as  you  please,  Master  Mayor,"  said 
Everard,  "  but  my  duty  roquires  me  that  I  ahoiild  aas 
the  Commissioners  to-night" 

"And  mine  requires  me  to  see  the  foal  Fiend,"  said 
Master  Holdenough,  "if  he  dare  make  himself  visibls 
to  me.  I  wonder  not  that,  knowing  who  is  approach- 
ing, he  betakes  himself  to  the  very  citadel  the  inner 
and  the  last  defences  of  this  ancient  and  haunted 
mansion.  He  is  dainty,  I  warrant  you,  and  roost 
dwell  where  ia  a  relish  of  luxury  and  murder  aboot 
the  walls  of  his  chamber.  In  yonder  turret  sinned 
Rosamond,  and  in  yonder  turret  she  suflSsred ;  and 
there  she  sits,  or.  more  likely,  the  Enemy  in  her 
shape,  as  I  have  heard  true  men  of  Woodstock  telL 
—I  wait  on  you,  good  Colonel— Master  Mayor  will 
do  as  he  pleases.  The  strong  man  hath  fortified  him- 
self in  his  dwelling-house,  but,  lo,  there  cometh  ano- 
thi»r  stronger  than  he." 

"  For  me,"  said  the  Mayor,  "who  am  as  unlearned 
ss  I  am  unwarlike,  I  will  not  engage  either  with  the 
powers  of  the  Earth,  or  the  Prince  of  the  Powers  of 
the  Air,  and  I  would  we  were  again  at  Woodstock  r* 
and  hnrk  v&  good  fellow,"  flapping  Wildrake  on  the 
shoulder.  1  will  bestow  on  thee  a  shilling  wet  and  a 
shilling  dry  if  ihon  wdt  go  back  with  me.^ 

"  Gadzoukers,  Master  Mayor,"  said  Wildrake,  n«K 
ther  flattered  by  the  majdstrate's  familiarity  of  ad- 
dress, nor  captivated  by  his  munificence— "I  wonder 
who  the  devil  made  you  and  me  fellows?  and,  be- 
sides, do  you  think  I  would  go  back  to  Woodstock 
with  your  worshipful  cod's-head,  when,  by  good  ma- 
nagement, I  may  get  a  peep  of  fair  Rosamond,  and 
see  whether  she  was  that  choice  and  incomparable 
piece  of  ware,  which  the  world  haa  been  lold  of  by 
rhymers  and  ballad-makers  ?" 

Speak  less  lightly  and  wantonly,  friend,"  aaid  tbt 
divine ;  "  we  are  to  resist  the  Devil  that  he  may  flea 
from  us,  and  not  to  tamper  with  him,  or  enter  into 
his  counsels,  or  traffic  with  the  merchandise  of  hit 
great  Vanity  Fair." 

''Mind  what  the  good  man  says,  Wildrake,"  saitf 
the  Colonel:  "aiid  take  heed  another  time  bow  thoa 
dost  suffer  thy  wit  to  outrun  discretion." 

"lam  beholden  to  the  reverend  gentleman  for  his 
ndvire,"  answered  Wildrake,  upon  whose  tongue  it 
was  difficult  to  impose  any  curb  whataver,  eroi  wbsa 
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kii  own  Baftrty  rendeml  it  most  denrable.  **But, 
gadzookere,,  let  him  have  had  what  experience  he 
will  in  fightinff  with  the  Devil,  he  never  saw  one  ao 
•o  black  as  I  nad  a  tuaale  with— not  a  hundred  years 

**How,  friend/*  said  the  clergyman,  who  under- 
•lood  every  thing  liternlly  when  apparitions  were 
mentioned,  "  have  you  had  so  late  a  visitation  of  Sa- 

1 7  Believe  me,  then,  that  1  wonder  wh v  thou  darest 


to  entertain  his  name  so  often  and  so  liffntjy,  as  I  see 
thou  dost  use  it  in  thy  ordinary  discourse.  Bi 
and  where  didst  thou  see  the  Evii  OneT 


Everard  hastily  interposed,  lest  by  something  yet 
more  strongly  alluding  to  Cromwell,  his  imprudent 
•guire  should  in  mere  wantonness,  betray  his  inttr- 
new  with  the  General.  "  The  young  man  raven."  he 
Mid,  "of  a  dream  which  he  had  the  other  night,  whim 
be  and  I  slept  together  in  Victor  Lee's  cha :  i  < '  r,  he- 
bnging  to  the  ranger's  apartments  at  the  Loukc. 

Tbanka  for  help  at  a  pinch,  eood  f^iuuia. '  smd 
WHdrake,  whispering  into  Everard  s  ear,  who  in  vnin 
endeavoured  to  shake  him  ofij— "a  fib  nevtrr  failed  a 
faaatic" 

**  You,  also^  spoke  something  too  lightly  of  these 
natters,  considering  the  work  which  we  have  in  hand, 
worthy  Colonel,"  said  the  Presbyterian  divine.  "  Be- 
lieve me,  the  young  mnn,  thy  servant,  was  more  likely 
to  see  visions  than  to  dream  merely  idle  dreams  in  that 
■pertment :  furl  have  always  heard,  that,  next  toRosa- 
mond'a  Tower,  in  which,  as  I  said,  she  played  the 
wanton,  and  was  afterwards  poisoned  by  Queen  Eiea- 
DOir  Victor  Lee'a  chamber  was  the  place  in  the  Lodge 
of  Woodstock  more  peculiarly  the  haunt  of  evil  spirits, 
—I  pray  vou,  young  man,  teU  me  this  dream  or  visbn 
of  vours.'* 

"With  all  my  heart,  sir."  said  Wildrake— then  ad- 
dieeeing  his  patron,  who  began  to  interfere,  he  said, 
**Tu8h,  sir,  you  have  had  the  discourse  for  an  hour, 
and  why  should  not  I  hold  forth  in  my  turn  7  By  this 
darkness,  if  you  keep  me  silent  any  longer  I  will  turn 
Independent  preacher,  and  stand  up  in  your  despite 
for  the  freedom  of  private  judgment.— And  so,  reve- 
rend sir,  I  was  dreaming  of  a  carnal  divcrtisement 
called  a  bull-baiting;  and  methoiight  they  were 
venturing  dogs  at  head,  as  merrily  as  e'er  I  saw  them 
at  Tutbury  Bull-runnmg;  and  niethought  I  heard 
aome  one  say,  there  was  the  Devil  come  to  have  a 
Bight  of  the  bull-ring.  Well,  1  thought  that,  gad- 
Bwoons,  I  would  have  a  peep  at  his  Iniernal  Majestv. 
So  I  looked,  and  there  was  a  butcher  in  greasy  wool- 
len, with  his  steel  by  his  side ;  but  he  was  none  of  the 
I>evil.  And  there  was  a  drunken  cavalier,  with  his 
mouth  full  of  oaths,  and  his  stomach  full  of  empti- 
ness and  a  gold-laced  waistcoat  in  a  very  dilapidated 
eonclition,  and  a  ragged  hat.  with  a  piece  of  a  feather 
in  it ;  and  he  was  none  ot  the  Devil  neither.  And 
there  was  a  miller,  his  hands  dusty  with  meal,  and 
every  atom  of  it  stolen :  and  there  was  a  vinmer,  his 
green  apron  stuined  with  wine,  and  every  drop  of  it 
aophisticaied ;  hut  neither  was  the  old  gentleman  1 
looked  for  to  be  detected  among  these  artisans  of 
iniquity.  At  length,  sir,  I  saw  a  grave  person  with 
cropped  hair,  a  pair  of  longish  ana  projecting  ears,  a 
band  as  broad  as  a  slobbering  bib  under  his  chin,  a 
brown  coat  surmounted  by  a  Geneva  cloak,  and  I  had 
old  Nicholas  at  once  in  his  genuine  paraphernalia, 

"  Shame,  shame  !'*  said  Colonel  Everard.  "  What ! 
behave  thus  to  an  old  gentleman  and  a  divine  !"— 

"Nay,  let  hini  proceed,"  said  the  minister,  with 
perfect  etjuanimity,  "  if  thy  friend,  or  secretary,  is 
gibing,  I  must  have  less  patience  tnnn  becomes  my 
profSevsion,  if  I  could  not  hear  an  idle  jest,  and  forgive 
him  who  makes  it.  Or  if.  on  the  other  hand,  the 
Enemy  has  rtally  prosentecl  himself  to  the  young  man 
in  such  a  guise  as  he  intimati>s,  wherefore  should  we 
be  surprised  that  he,  who  can  take  upon  him  the  form 
of  ail  angi-l  of  light  should  be  able  to  assume  that  of 
a  frail  aud  peccable  mortal,  whose  spiritual  calling 
and  profession  ought,  indrea,  to  induce  him  to  make 
hia  life  an  example  to  others,  but  whose  conduct,  never- 
theless, such  is  the  imperfection  of  our  unassisted 
nature,  sometimes  rather  presf  nta  ua  with  a  warning 
9i  what  we  ahould  shun  1" 


"Now^by  the  maaa,  honest  dominie— I  mean  re- 
verend air— I  crave  you  a  thousand  pardons,"  said 
Wildrake,  pi>neirated  by  the  quietness  and  patience  of 
the  presbyter's  rebuke.  "  Hy  St.  George,  if  quiet 
pstienre  will  do  it,  thou  art  fit  to  play  a  game  at  loila 
with  the  Devil  himself^  and  I  would  be  contented  to 
hold  stakes." 

As  he  concluded  an  apology,  which  was  certainlf 
not  uncalled  for,  and  seemed  to  be  received  in  perfectly 
good  part,  they  npproached  so  close  to  the  exterior 
door  of  the  Lodge,  that  they  were  challenged  with  the 
emphatic  ;SY/i7ia,  by  a  sentinel  who  mounted  foiard 
there.  Colonel  Everard  replied,  A  friend:  and  the 
sentinel  repeating  his  command,  *  Stand,  friend," 
proceeded  to  call  the  corporal  of  the  miard.  The  cor- 
poral came  forth,  and  at  the  same  time  turned  out  hia 
guard.  Colonel  Everard  gave  his  name  and  desift> 
nadon,  as  well  as  those  of  his  companions,  on  which 
the  corporal  said,  *'  he  doubted  not  there  would  be 
ordere  for  his  instant  admission,  but,  m  thefiret  place, 
Master  Tompkins  must  be  consulted,  that  he  might 
learn  their  honoure'  mind." 

'*How,  sir!"  said  the  Colonel,  "do  you,  knowing 
who  I  am,  presume  to  keep  me  on  the  outside  of  your 
post  7" 

"  Not  if  your  honour  pleases  to  enter,"  said  the 
corporal,  "and  undertakes  to  be  my  warranty;  but 
aucn  are  the  ordera  of  my  poau" 

"Nay,  then,  do  your  duty,"  said  the  Colonel;  "bo 
are  the  cavaliers  up,  or  what  is  the  matter,  that  yoa 
keep  so  close  and  strict  a  watch  7" 

'The  fellow  gave  no  distinct  answer,  but  muttered 
between  his  mustaches  something  about  the  Enemy, 
and  the  roaring  Lion  who  goeth  about  seekmg  whom 
he  may  devour.  Presently  afterwards  Tomkins  ap- 
peared, followed  by  two  servants,  besring  lights  m 
great  standing  brass  candlesticks.  They  marched 
before  Colonel  Everard  and  his  party,  keeping  as  close 
to  each  other  as  two  cloves  of  the  same  orange,  and 
starting  from  time  to  time;  and  shouldering  as  thef 
passed  through  sundry  intricate  passages,  they  led  up 
a  large  and  ample  wooden  staircase,  the  banisterSi 
rail,  and  lining  of  which  were  executed  in  black  oak, 
and  finally  into  a  long  saloon,  or  parlour,  where  there 
was  a  prodigious  fire,  and  about  twelve  candles  of  the 
largest  size  distributed  in  sconces  against  the  wall. 
There  were  seated  the  Commissioners,  who  now 
held  in  their  power  the  ancient  mansion  and  royal 
domain  of  Woodstock. 


CHAPTER  XL 

Tt)«  bloodf  bMr,  an  independeDi  beast, 
Unlick'd  u>  foniia,  in  froaai  his  hal«  eipiMi'd— 

Tirxt  him  ths  baflRwii  ape,  u  athcivti  u«e, 
Mioiick'd  all  Mcia,  uad  bad  its  own  to  ehoow. 

The  strong  light  in  the  parlour  which  we  have 
described,  servto  to  enable  Everard  easily  to  recog- 
nise his  acquaintances,  Defeborough,  Hsrrison,  and 
Bletson,  who  had  assembled  round  an, oak  table  of 
large  dimensions  placed  near  the  blazing  chimney, 
on  which  were  arranged  wine,  and  ale.  and  materi- 
als for  smoking,  then  the  general  indulgence  of  the 
time.  There  was  a  snecies  of  moveable  cupboard  set 
betwixt  the  table  and  the  door,  calculated  originally 
for  a  display  of  plate  upon  grand  occasions,  out  at 
present  only  used  as  a  screen;  which  purpose  it 
served  so  effectually,  that,  ere  he  had  coasted  around 
it,  Everard  heard  the  following  fragment  of  what 
Desborough  was  saying,  in  his  strr)ng  coarse  voice : 
— "  Sent  nim  to  share  with  us,  I'se  warrant  ye— It 
was  always  his  Excellency  my  brother-in  law's  way 
if  he  made  a  treat  for  five  friends,  he  would  invite 
more  than  the  table  could  hold— 1  have  known  him 
ask  three  men  to  eat  two  eggs." 

"Hush,  hush,"  said  Bletson;  and  the  scrvanti 
making  their  appearance  from  behind  the  tall  cap- 
board,  announced  Colonel  Everard.  It  may  not  be 
uninteresting  to  the  reader  to  have  a  description  of 
the  party  into  which  he  now  entered. 

Defborough  was  a  stout,  bull-necked  man,  of 
middle-size^   with  heat^  m^Vg^  V9l^aaK»^  ispcns^ 
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bushy  e^fhmwn.  and  wall-w'*  Th^  flofiri«h  of 
his  P')W'''rfiil  rthtivo'f*  forfiin>H  hnri  huMt  forth  in 
the  fin'-ry  of  hia  dress,  wh^h  was  mu<-h  more  or- 
nam»'nt>.  1  (han  was  um.iI  amonz  th*f  muni  heads. 
Thtrc  was  '-rnhroid' r>-  on  his  rioak,  and  lace  urn  in 
his  ban! ;  hi«  hat  (ii«piayr<l  a  feather  with  a  golden 
cla*fp.  and  ail  his  hahdiiiienra  w*-r»»  iho«oof  a  cava- 
lier, or  f.illuwtr  of  tlin  court,  rather  than  the  plain 
dn.>89  of  a  parliamentanan  officer.  But,  Heaven 
knowR.  there  was  little  of  rourthkc  crare  or  di^rnity 
in  the  person  or  demeanour  of  the  individual,  who 
became  his  tine  suit  ait  the  hoj;  on  t\\f.  siflrn-po«t  does 
his  guild od  armour.  It  was  not  that  he  was  posi- 
tively d-  formed,  or  misshiped,  for,  taken  in  detail,  the 
figun;  was  wr^ll  enou;;h.  But  nis  limbs  sfvmi'd  to  act 
upon  dirierL-nt  and  contradictory  prinnplt-s.  They 
were  not.  as  the  play  says,  in  a  cunrati:fnation  accord- 
ingly :—th*;  nd^t  hand  moved  as  if  it  were  upon  bad 
terms  wirh  the  '.eft.  and  the  legs  showed  an  inclina- 
tion to  foot  it  in  different  and  opposite  directions. 
In  short,  to  use  an  extravagant  comparisrm,  the 
mcm^xrs  of  fTolonel  Desbf^roiigh  aeemed  rather  to 
resemble  ih-  disputatious  rfrprearmiatives  of  a  fc-de- 
rativti  congress,  than  the  well-ordered  union  of  the 
orders  of  tlu'  state,  in  a  firm  and  well-comparted 
monarchy,  where  each  holds  his  own  place,  and  all 
obey  thcdicratrs  of  a  common  head. 

Geiirral  Harrison,  the  secmd  of  the  Commission- 
era,  was  a  tall,  thin,  middle-a;fr<|  man,  who  had 
liaen  into  his  high  situation  in  the  army,  and  h's 
intimacy  with  Cromwell,  by  his  dauntless  cfiuragc 
ill  the  lield,  and  the  popularity  he  had  acquired  by 
his  exalted  enthusiasm  amongst  the  military  saints, 
sectaries,  and  Independents,  who  composed  the 
ftrcngth  of  the  existing  army.  Harrison  was  of 
mean  extraction,  and  bnx]  up  to  his  father's  employ- 
ment of  a  butcher.  Neveriheleai^  his  appearance, 
though  coarse,  was  not  viilcar,  like  that  of  Des- 
borough.  who  had  so  much  the  advantage  of  him  in 
birth  and  education.  He  had  a  masculine  height  and 
strength  of  figure,  was  well  made,  and  in  his  man- 
ner announced  a  rough  military'  character,  which 
might  be  feared,  but  could  not  easily  iM.'come  the  ob- 
ject of  contempt  or  ridicule.  His  aquiline  nose  and 
dark  black  eyes  set  ofT  to  some  ailvantage  a  counte- 
nance othf-rwise  irregular,  and  the  wild  enthusiasm 
that  sometimes  sparkled  in  them  as  he  dilated  on  his 
opinions  to  others,  and  often  seemed  to  slumber 
under  his  long  dark  eyelashes  aa  he  musfd  upon  them 
himself,  gave  something  strikingly  wild,  and  even 
noble,  to  his  aspect.  He  was  one  of  the  chief  leaders 
of  those  who  were  called  Fifth  Monan*liy  men,  who, 
going  t-veii  beyond  the  general  fanaticism  of  the  aee, 
presumptuously  interpreted  the  Book  of  the  Ri;vela- 
tions  after  their  own  fancies,  considered  that  the 
second  Advent  of  the  Messiah,  and  the  Millennium, 
or  reign  of  the  Saints  upon  earth,  was  close  at  hand, 
and  that  they  themselves,  illuminated,  as  they  be- 
lieved, with  the  powerof  forest  wing  these  approaching 
event.s,  were  the  chosen  instruments  for  the  establish- 
ment of  the  New  Reign,  or  Fifth  Monarchy,  as  it 
was  call«-d.  and  were  fated  also  to  win  its  honours, 
whether  cehmiial  or  terrestrial. 

When  this  spirit  of  enthusiasm,  which  operated 
like  a  partial  insanity,  was  not  immediately  atitHrtinc 
Harrison's  mind,  he  was  a  shrewd  worldly  man,  and 
a  good  soldier;  one  who  missed  no  opportunity  of 
mending  hie  fortune,  and  who,  in  expecting  the  exal- 
tation of  the  Fifth  Monarchy,  was.  in  the  mean 
while,  a  ready  in^itrument  for  the  establishment  of  the 
Lord  General's  supremacy.  Whether  it  was  owing 
to,  his  early  occupation,  and  habits  of  indifference  to 
pain  or  bloodshed  acquired  in  the  shambles,  to  natural 
disposition  and  want  of  fee-ling,  or,  finally  to  the 
awakened  character  of  his  enthusiasm,  which  made 
him  look  upon  those  who  opposed  him,  as  opposing 
the  Divine  will,  and  therefore  meriting  no  favour  or 
mercy,  is  not  easy  to  say ;  but  atl  agreed,  that  after  a 
victory,  or  the  successful  storm  of  a  town,  Harrison 
was  one  of  the  most  cruel  and  pitiless  men  in  Crom- 
well's anny ;  always  urging  some  misapplied  text  to 
authonzc  the  Ci)ntinued  execution  of  the  fugitives, 
and  sometimes  even  putting  to  death  those  who  had 
surrendured  thcuiaelvea  priaonera.    It  was  said,  that 


» at  times  the  recaW^ruon  of  aome  of  ihow?  cruehies 

I  troii!>!^ii  his  conitri,nr^,  and  di$turiK>d  the  drcaina  uf 

<  beat:ficat:(m  in  which  hi-t  imathnanon  indulged. 

I     When  Everard  ent'.red  the  apartment,  this  true  re- 

1  pr*«  ntarive  of  the  fana'iral  •oidi*'r«  of  the  day.  who 

•  fil!<*d  thiise  ranks  art :  rc;r  m-i  nts  wtijch  ( "rumwetl  had 

>  politiraliv  kept  on  f>»t.  wnJe  he  pnx*ured  the  reduc- 

i  tion  of  thoM  in  which  tlie  Pre9h>-t«rrian  inrerr^t  pre- 

:  dominated,  was  scaled  a  Lttle  apart  from  the  othera* 

his  1  gs  cnj9.«4.-d.  and  stretched  nut  at  length  towarda 

the  fire.  h:s  head  rating  on  his  elbow,  and  turned 

upwards,  as  if  stiidv ins;,  with  the  most  profound 

gravitv.  the  half-!<een  rar^-inz  of  the  Gothic  roof. 

Blet.^on  remains  to  be  mentioned,  who.  in  perwn 
and  figure,  was  diameiricaily  difierc-nt  from  the  other 
two.    There  was  neither  foppery  nor  skivenlinesii  in 
his  exterior,  nor  had  he  any  marks  of  militnrv  service 
;  or  rank  aliout  his  person.    A  small  walkii^  rapier 
se«'meil  mer»-ly  worn  a**  a  badee  of  his  rank  as  a  gen- 
tleman, without  liii«  hand  havinc  the  least  piupose  of 
becoming  aniiiainted  with  the  hilt,  or  his  ere  «ith 
the  hlmle.    His  countenance  was  thin  and  acutc^ 
markM  with  lines  ^h.ich  thought  rather  than  ase 
j  had  trared  upon  it;  and  a  habitual  sneer  on  Kia 
!  countenance,  even  when  he  least  wished  to  exprws 
j  contempt  on  lii.4  features,  seemed  to  assare  the  ind> 
I  vidual  addp^stxl.  that  in  Bletson  he  i>«>nver!Cvd  w-.ih 
'  a  person  of  inti  lit  ct  far  superior  to  his  own.    Tbii 
was  a  inumph  of  intelli.-ctonly,  however;  for  on  ail  oc- 
casions of  difrin'n<*e  respecting  6peoulativ<*of>inionS| 
and  inde«<l  on  all  controven>ies  whatsoever,  Bletson 
avoided  the  ultimate  ratio  of  blows  and  knocks. 

Vet  this  pt^acL-ful  gentleman  had  found  hirosElf 
'  obliged  to  serve  persiinally  in  the  Parlian>enl9iy 
army  nt  the  cominenc<.>nieht  of  the  Civil  War,  m 
happening  unluckily  to  come  in  contact  with  the 
fiery  Prince  Rupert,  his  retreat  was  judged  ai)  pn»- 
cipitate.  that  it  required  all  the  shelter  his  friends 
could  aflimi.  to  keen  him  free  of  an  iinpeachnient  or 
a  court-martial.  But  as  Bletson  spoke  well,  and  with 
great  effect  in  the  House  of  Commons,  which  was 
his  natural  sphere,  and  was  on  that  account  high  in 
the  estimation  of  his  party,  his  behaviour  at  EdgehiU 
was  passed  over,  and  he  continued  to  take  an  active 
share  in  all  the  political  events  of  that  hustling 
period,  though  he  faced  not  again  the  actual  front  oi 
war. 

Bletson's  theoretical  politico  had  long  inclined  him 
to  espouse  the  opinions  of  Harrington  and  otherik 
who  adopted  the  visionary  idea  of  establishing  a  pore 
democratical  republic  in  so  extensive  a  country  as 
Britain.  This  was  a  rash  theor>'.  where  there  issoch 
an  infinite  difference  betwixt  ranks,  habits,  MJiicatioii, 
and  morals— whf're  there  is  such  an  imrnenE>e  dis>ro- 
portion  betwixt  the  wealth  of  individuals— and  when 
a  large  portion  of  the  inhabitants  conai<<ts  of  the  in- 
ferior classi's  of  the  large  towns  and  manufacturing 
districts— men  unfitted  to  l»ear  that  share  in  the  direc- 
tion of  a  state,  which  must  be  exercised  by  the  mem- 
bers of  a  republic  in  the  proper  sense  oi  the  word. 
Accordingly^  as  soon  as  the  experiment  was  made,  it 
became  obvious  that  no  such  form  of  government 
could  be  adopted  with  the  smallest  chance  of  stability; 
and  the  question  came  only  to  be.  whether  the  rem- 
nant, or,  as  it  was  vulgarly  called,  the  Rump  of  ths 
Long  Parliament,  now  reduced  by  the  seclusion  of  so 
manv  of  the  members,  to  a  few  scores  of  persona, 
should  continue^  in  spite  of  their  unpopularitv,  to  rale 
the  afTairs  of  Britain  ?  Whether  they  should  cast  all 
loose  by  dissolving  themselves,  and  issuing  writs  to 
convoke  a  new  Parliament,  the  composition  of  which 
no  one  could  answer  for.  any  more  than  for  the  mea- 
sures they  might  take  when  assembled  9  Or,  lastly, 
Whether  Cromwell,  as  actually  happened,  was  not 
to  throw  the  sword  into  the  balance,  ana  ooldly  pos- 
sess himself  of  that  power  which  the  remnant  of  the 
Parliament  were  unable  to  hold,  and  yet  afraid  to 
resign? 

Such  bcipg  the  stste  of  parties,  the  Council  of  Stata 
in  distributing  the  good  things  in  their  gift,  endeavour* 
ed  to  soothe  and  gratify  the  army,  aa  a  beggar  flings 
crusts  to  a  growling  mastiff.  In  this  vicwDeidbo 
rough  had  been  created  a  Commissioner  in  the  Wood- 
stock matter  to  gratify  Cromwell,  Harrison  to  sooths 
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the  fierce  Pinh-monarchy  men^  and  Bletson  as  a  sin- 
eere  republican,  and  one  of  their  own  leaven. 

But  if  they  auppoaed  Bletaon  had  the  least  intention 
of  becoming  a  martyr  to  his  republicanism,  or  sub- 
mitting to  any  serious  loss  on  account  of  it,  they 
much  'mistook  the  man.  He  entertained  their  prin- 
ciplee  sincerely,  and  not  the  less  that  they  were  found 
impracticable;  for  the  miscarriage  of  his  experiment 
BO  more  converts  the  political  speculator,  than  the 
explosion  of  a  retort  undeceives  an  alchymist  But 
Bletson  was  quite  prepared  to  submit  to  Cfromwell,  or 
any  one  else  who  might  be  possessed  of  the  actual 
authority.  ,  He  was  a  ready  subject  in  practice  to  the 
powers  existing,  and  made  little  difference  betwixt 
▼arious  kinds  of  government,  holding  in  theory  all  to 
be  nearly  equal  in*  imperfection,  so  soon  as  they 
diverged  from  the  model  of  Harrington^s  Oceana. 
Cromwell  had  already  been  tampering  with  him,  like 
wax  between  his  finger  and  thumb,  and  which  he 
was  ready  shortly  to  seal  with,  smiling  at  the  same 
lime  tu  himself  when  he  beheld  the  Council  of  State 
giving  rewards  to  Bletson  as  their  faithful  adherent, 
while  he  himself  was  secure  of  his  allegiance,  how 
•oon  soever  the  expected  change  of  government 
thould  take  place. 

But  Bletson  waa  still  more  nitsched  to  hi»  meta- 
physical than  bin  political  cree^f,  nnd  carried  \m  eJoo- 
trinea  of  the  perfectibility  of  mamkj  nd  ns  far  as  he  did 
those  rcspecung  the  conceivable?  pf^r fi^Ttion  of  n  rn^di  I 
of  government;  and  as  in  the  ono  cn^e  he  declnnd 
agamst  all  power  which  did  not  emanatt;  from  i\w 
people  themselves,  so,  in  his  mural  apieculations)T  he 
was  unwilling  to  refer  any  of  thcr  phenoinenri  of  na- 
ture to  a  final  cause.  When  push*idf  indeed,  very 
hard,  Bletson  was  conripelled  Uj  murit  r  m^uw  inarti- 
culate and  unintelligiule  doctrines  concerning  an 
Animus  MundL  or  Creative  Power  in  the  works  of 
Nature,  by  which  she  originally  called  into  existence, 
and  still  continues  to  preserve,  her  works.  To  this 
power,  he  said  some  oi  the  purest  metaphysicians  ren- 
dered a  certain  degree  of  homage ;  nor  was  he  him- 
self inclined  absomtely  to  censure  those,  who,  by  the 
institution  of  holidays,  choral  dances,  songs,  and 
harmlej*s  feasts  and  libations  might  be  disposed  to 
celebrate  the  (p-eat  goddess  Nature ;  at  least  dancing, 
singing,  feasting,  and  sporting,  being  comfortable 
things  to  both  young  and  old,  they  might  as  well 
iport,  dance,  and  feast,  in  honour  of  such  appointed 
holidays,  as  under  any  other  pretext.  But  tnen  this 
moderate  show  of  religion  was  to  be  practii^ed  under 
such  exceptions  as  are  admitted  by  the  Highgate 
oath ;  and  no  one  was  to  be  compelled  to  dance, 
^nk,  sing,  or  feast,  whose  taste  did  not  happen  to 
inchne  them  to  sui'h  diyertisement ;  nor  was  any  one 
to  be  obliged  to  worship  the  creative  power,  whether 
under  the  name  of  the  Animua  Mundi^  or  anjr  other 
whatsoever.  The  interference  of  the  Deity  in  the 
alTairs  of  mankind  he  entirely  disowned,  having 
proved  tu  his  own  satisfaction  that  the  idea  ori^n- 
natcd  entirely  in  priestcraft.  In  shorty  with  the  sha- 
dowy mctapnyfiical  exception  aforesaid  Mr.  Joshua 
Bletson  of  Darlin;^ton,  member  for  Littlccreed^  came 
as  near  the  predicament  of  an  atheist,  as  it  is  per- 
haps possible  for  a  man  to  do.  But  we  say  this  with 
the  necessary  salvo ;  for  we  have  known  many  like 
Bletson,  whose  curtains  have  been  ahrewdly  shaken 
by  supertttition,  though  their  fears  were  unsanctioned 
by  any  rrligious  fnitn.  The  devils,  we  are  assured, 
believe  and  tremble ;  but  on  earth  there  arc  niany, 
who,  in  worse  plight  than  even  the  natural  children 
of  perdition,  tremble  without  believing,  and  fear  even 
while  they  blaspheme. 

It  follows,  of  course,  that  nothing  could  be  treated 
with  more  scorn  by  Mr.  Bletson,  than  the  debates 
about  Pnlacy  and  Presbytery,  about  Presbytery  «nd 
Indepondency,  about  Quakers  and  Anabaptists,  iMug- 
li;letonians  and  Brownists,  and  all  the  various  sects 
with  which  the  Civil  War  had  commenced,  and  bv 
which  ilH  dissensions  were  still  continued.  "It  was," 
he  said,  "as  ii  beasts  of  burden  should  quarrel  amongst 
themselves  about  the  fashion  of  tht-ir  halters  and 
packsaddles,  instead  of  embracing  a  favourable  op- 
p(>rtunity  of  throwing  them  aside.  Other  witty  and 
oitbv  remarks  be  used  to  make  when  time  and  place 


suited ;  for  instance,  at  th«  club  called  the  Rota,  fre* 

?|uented  by  St.  John,  and  established  by  Harrington, 
or  the  free  discussion  of  political  and  icligious  aub- 
jects. 

But  when  Bletson  was  out  of  this  academy,  or 
stronghold  of  philosophy,  he  was  very  cautious  now 
he  carried  his  contempt  of  (he  general  prejudice  in 
favour  of  religion  and  Chrbiianity  further  than  an 
impliwl  objection  or  a  sneer.  If  he  had  an  opportu- 
nity (if  talking  in  prtvutp  with  an  ingenuous  and  in- 
telligent youth,  he  someiimts  attempted  to  make  a 
pro«f  lyie,  and  ah  owed  much  address  in  bribing  th« 
vanity  of  inexpericne^e,  by  suggesting  that  a  mind 
like  hj9  niighi  Ip  *4pum  tUe  prt-iudices  impressed  upon 
it  in  childhood ;  and  wht^n  assuming  the  latue  claw* 
of  n^aeion^  neHuririK  hipi  thnt  ^uch  as  he,  laying  aside 
th^  biiiia  of  juvtfndc  incnpocity,  as  Bletson  called  iL 
should  proceed  to  examine  and  decide  for  himself. 
It  fiequently  happened,  that  the  youth  was  induced  to 
adopt  the  doctrines  in  whole,  or  in  part,  of  the  saga 
who  had  seen  his  natural  genius,  and  who  had  urged 
him  to  exert  it  in  examining,  detecting,  and  declar- 
ing for  himself;  and  thus  flattery  gave  proselytes  to 
infidelity,  which  could  not  have  o^n  gained  oy  all 
the  powerful  eloquence,  or  artful  sophistry,  of  tha 
infidel. 

These  attempts  to  extend  the  influence  of  what 
was  called  free-thinking  and  phik)80phy,  were  carried 
on,  as  we  have  hinted,  with  a  cautioii  (lictated  by  the 
timidity  of  the  philosophei^s  disposition.  He  waa 
conscious  his  doctrines  were  suspected,  and  bis  pro- 
ceedings watched,  by  the  two  principal  sects  of  Pre- 
latists  and  Presbyterians,  who,  however  inimical  to 
each  other,  were  still  more  hostile  to  one  who  waa 
an  opponent,  not  only  to  a  church  establishment,  of 
any  kind,  but  to  every  denomination  of  Cbriatianity. 
He  found  it  more  easy  to  shroud  himself  among  the 
Independents,  whose  demands  were  for  a, general 
liberty  of  conscience,  or  an  unlimited  toleration,  and 
whose  faith,  diflering  in  all  respects  and  particularSi 
was  by  some  pushed  into  such  wild  errors,  as  to  get 
totally  beyond  the  bounds  of  every  species  of  Cbria- 
tianity, and  approach  very  nearly  to  infidelity  itself^ 
aa  extremes  of  each  kind  am  said  to  approach  each 
other.  Blerson  mixed  a  good  deal  among  those  sec- 
taries ;  and  such  was  his  confidence  in  his  own  logic 
and  address,  that  he  is  supposed  to  have  entertained 
hopes  of  bringing  to  his  opinions  in  time  the  enthu- 
siastic Van&  as  well  as  the  no  less  enthusiastic  Har- 
rison, provided  he  could  but  get  them  to  resign  their 
visions  of  a  Fifth  Monarchy,  and  induce  them  to  ba 
contented  with  a  reign  of  Philosophers  in  England 
for  the  natural  period  of  their  lives,  instead  of  the 
reign  of  the  Saints  during  the  Mijiennium. 

Such  was  the  singular  group  into  which  Everaid 
was  now  introduced;  showing,  in  their  varioua  opi- 
nions, upon  how  many  devious  coaats  human  native 
may  make  shipwreck,  when  she  has  once  let  go  her 
hold  on  the  anchor  which  religion  has  given  her  to 
lean  upon ;  the  acute  self-conceit  and  worldly  learn- 
ing of  Bletson— the  rash  and  ignorant  conclusiona 
of  the  fierce  and  under-bred  Harrison,  leading  them 
into  the  opposite  extremes  of  enthusiasm  and  infi- 
delity, while  Desborough,  constitutionally  stupi(i, 
thouent  nothing  about  religion  at  all ;  and  while  the 
others  were  active  in  making  sail  on  difl[erent  but 
equally  erroneous  courses,  he  might  be  said  to  perish 
like  a  vessel,  which  springs  a  leak  and  founders  in 
the  rondstoao.  It  was  wonderful  to  behold  what  a 
strange  variety  of  mistakes  and  errors,  on  the  part 
of  the  King  and  his  Ministers,  on  the  part  of  the  Par- 
liament and  their  leaders,  on  the  part  of  the  allied 
kingdoms  of  Scotland  and  England  towanis  each 
other,  had  combined  to  rear  up  men  of  eueh  dan- 
gerous opinions  and  interested  characters  among  the 
arbiters  of  the  destiny  of  Britain. 

Those  who  argue  for  party's  sake,  will  see  iH  the 
fnults  on  the  one  aide,  witnout  deigning  to  look  at 
tho?e  on  the  other ;  tho.«»e  who  study  history  for  in- 
struction, will  perceive  that  nothing  out  the  want  of 
concession  on  either  side,  and  the  deadly  height  to 
which  the  animosity  of  the  King's  and  PaHiument*a 
pnrtif  s  had  arif>en,  could  have  so  totally  over'hrown 
the  well-poised  balance  of  the  English  constitution. 
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Bot  we  hasten  1o  quit  political  reflections,  the  rather 
that  ourt.  we  believe,  will  please  neither  Whig  nor 
Tonr. 


CHAPTER  XIL 

Thrae  from  a  Coltec»-«n  fou  fiv*  m  fev. 
Let  him  brinf  hia  ■iMra  with  him. 

Bkaumont  ni  PuKTcan. 

Ma.  Blbtson  arose  and  paid  his  respects  to  Colonel 
Everard^with  the  ease  and  courtesy  of  a  gentleman 
of  the  time ;  though  on  every  account  grieved  at  his 
intrusion,  as  a  religious  man  who  held  his  free-think- 
ing principles  in  detestation,  and  would  effectually 
prevent  his  conversion  of  Harrison,  and  even  of 
Desborough,  if  any  thing  could  be  moulded  out  of 
■och  a  clod,  to  the  worship  of  the  Animus  Mundi. 
Moreover,  Bletson  knew  Everard  to  be  a  man  of 
•teady  probity,  and  by  no  means  disposed  to  close 
with  a  scheme  on  which  he  had  successfully  sounded 
the  other  two^  and  which  was  calculated  to  assure 
the  Commissioners  of  some  little  private  indemnifi- 
eation  for  the  trouble  they  were  to  give  themselves  in 
the  public  business.  The  philosopher  was  yet  less 
pleased,  when  he  saw  the  magistrate  and  the  pastor 
who  had  met  him  in  his  flight  of  the  preceding  even- 
ing, when  he  had  been  seen,  parma  non  bene  relicta^ 
with  cloak  and  doublet  IcA  behind  him. 

The  presence  of  Colonel  Everard  was  as  unpleas- 
tng  to  Desborough  as  to  Bletson ;  but  the  former  hav- 
ing no  philosophy  in  him,  nor  an  idea  that  it  was  pos- 
■ible  for  any  man  to  resist  helping  himself  out  of 
untold  money,  was  chicfljr  embarrassed  by  the 
thought,  that  the  plunder  which  they  might  be  able  to 
achieve  out  of  their  trust,  mighty  by  this  unwelcome 
addition  to  their  number,  be  aivided  into  four  parts 
instead  of  three:  and  this  reflection  added  to  the 
natural  awkwardness  with  which  he  grumbled  forth 
a  aort  of  welcome,  addressed  to  Everard. 

As  for  Harrison^  he  remained  like  one  on  higher 
thoughts  intent ;  his  posture  unmoved,  his  eyes  nxe<l 
on  the  ceiling  as  before,  and  in  no  way  indicating  the 
least  consciousness  that  the  company  had  been  more 
than  doubled  around  him. 

Mean  time  Everard  took  his  place  at  the  table,  as  a 
man  who  assumed  his  own  right,  and  pointed  to  his 
companions  to  sit  down  nearer  the  foot  of  the  board. 
Wildrake  so  far  misunderstood  his  signals,  as  to  sit 
down  above  the  Mayor;  but  rallying  his  recollection  at 
a  look  from  his  patron,  he  rose  and  took  his  place  lower 
whistling,  however,  as  he  wont,  a  sound  at  which  the 
company  stared,  as  at  a  freedom  highly  unbecoming. 
To  complete  his  indecorum,  he  seized  upon  a  pipe, 
and  filling  it  from  a  large  tobacco-box,  was  soon  im- 
mersed in  a  cloud  of  his  own  raising,  from  which  a 
hand  shortly  after  emerged,  seized  on  the  black-jnck 
of  ale,  withdrew  it  within  the  vapoury  sanctuary, 
and,  after  a  potential  draught,  replacea  it  upon  the 
table,  its  owner  beginning  to  renew  the  cloud  which 
his  intermitted  exercise  ot  the  tube  had  almost  al- 
lowed to  subside. 

Nobody  made  any  observation  on  his  conduct,  out 
of  respect,  probably,  to  Colonel  Everard,  who  bit  his 
lip,  but  continued  silent ;  aware  that  censure  might 
extract  some  escapade  more  unequivocally  character- 
istic of  a  cavalier,  from  his  refractory  companion.  As 
ailence  seemed  awkward,  and  the  others  made  no 
advances  to  break  it,  beyond  the  ordinary  salutation, 
Colonel  Everard  at  length  said,  *'I  presume,  gentle- 
men, that  you  are  somewhat  surprised  at  my  arrival 
here,  and  thus  intruding  myself  into  your  meeting?" 

"  Why  the  dickensshould  w  be  surprised.  Colonel  7" 
laid  Desborough ;  "  we  know  his  Excellency,  my  bro- 
ther-in-law Noll's— I  mean  my  Lord  Cromwell's  way, 
of  over-quarlfrin:?  his  nun  in  the  towns  he  marches 
through.  Thou  hast  obtained  a  share  in  our  com- 
mission 7" 

"And  in  that,"  said  Bletson,  smiling  and  bowing, 
**the  Lord-Gfnernl  has  given  us  the  most  acceptable 
colleague  that  could  have  been  added  to  our  number. 
No  doubt  your  authority  for  joining  with  us  must  be 
tmder  warrant  of  the  Council  of  Stale  7" 

'*  Of  that,  gentlemen."  said  the  Colonel, "  I  will  pra- 


sently  advise  you."— He  took  ont  his  warrant  accord- 
ingly, and  was  about  to  communicate  the  contents; 
but  observing  that  there  were  throe  or  four  half-empty 
flasks  upon  the  table,  that  Desborough  looked  more 
stupid  than  usual,  and  that  the  philoaopncr's  eyes  were 
reeling  in  his  head,  notwithstanding  the  temperanca 
of  Bletson's  usual  habits,  he  concluded  that  they  b»d 
been  fortifying  themselves  against  the  horrors  of  tho 
haunted  mansion,  bv  laying  in  a  store  of  what  is  called 
Dutch  courage,  and  therefore  prudently  resolved  to 
postpone  his  more  important  business  with  them  til! 
the  cooler  hour  of  morning.— He,  therefore,  instead  of 
presenting  the  General's  warrant  superseding  their 
commission,  contented  himself  with  replying,— "My 
business  has,  of  course,  some  reference  to  your  pro- 
ceedings here.  But  here  is— excuse  my  curiosity— a 
reverend  gentleman,'*  pointing  to  Holdenough,  *'  who 
has  told  me  that  vou  are  so  strangely  embarrassed 
here,  as  to  require  both  the  civil  and  spiritual  autho- 
rity to  enable  you  to  keep  possession  of  Woodstock." 

'*  Before  we  go  into  that  matter,"  said  Bletson, 
blushing  up  to  the  eyes  at  the  recollection  of  his  own 
fears,  so  manifestly  disnlayed,  yet  so  inconsistent  with 
his  principles,  "I  should  like  to  know  who  this  other 
stranger  is,  who  is  come  with  the  worthy  magistrate, 
and  the  no  less  worthy  Presbyterian  7" 

"Meaning  me 7"  said  Wildrake.  lajring  bis  pin 
aside ;  "  Gadzooka,  the  time  hath  been  that  I  could 
have  answered  the  question  with  a  better  title;  but  at 
present  I  am  only  his  honour's  poor  clerk,  or  secre- 
tary, whichever  is  the  current  phrase." 

'''Fore  Greorge,  my  lively  blade,  thou  art  a  frank 
fellow  of  thy  tattle,'*  said  Desborough.  "There  is 
my  secretary  Torakins,  whom  men  sillily  enough  call 
Fiobet,  and  the  honourable  Lieutenant-Ueneral  Har- 
rison's secretary,  Bibbet,  who  are  now  at  supper  he- 
low  stairs,  thataursi  not  for  their  ears  speak  a  phrase 
above  their  breath  in  the  presence  of  their  betters,  un- 
less to  answer  a  Question. 

"Yes,  Colonel  £verard,"  said  the  philosopher,  with 
his  quiet  smile,  glad,  apparently,  to  divert  the  conve^ 
sation  from  the  topic  of  last  night's  alarm,  and  recol- 
lections which  humbled  his  self-love  and  self-satis- 
faction,-" yes :  and  when  Master  Fibbet  and  Master 
Bibbet  do  spoak,  their  affirmations  are  as  much  in  a 
common  mould  of  mutual  attestation,  as  their  names 
would  accord  in  the  verses  of  a  poet  If  Master  Fib- 
bet  happens  to  tell  a  fiction.  Master  Bibbet  swears  it 
as  trutn.  If  Master  Bibbet  chances  to  have  gotten 
drunk  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  Master  Fibbet  swears 
he  is  sober.  I  have  called  my  own  secretary  Gibbet, 
though  his  name  chances  to  be  only  Gibeon,  a  worthy 
Israelite  at  your  service,  but  as  pure  a  youth  as  ever 
picked  a  lamb-bone  at  Paschal.  But  I  call  him  Gib- 
bet, merely  to  make  up  the  holy  trefoil  with  another 
rhyme.  'Thui  squire  of  thine,  Colonel  Everard,  looks 
as  if  he  mif^ht  be  worthy  to  be  coupled  with  the  rest  of 
the  fraternity." 

"Not!,  truly."  said  the  cavalier;  "  I'll  be  coupled 
with  no  Jew  that  was  ever  whelped,  and  no  Jewess 
neither." 

"  Scorn  not  for  that,  young  man,"  said  the  philoso* 

Eher;  "the  Jews  are,  in  point  of  religion,  the  dder 
rethren,  you  know." 

"The  Jews  older  than  the  Christians?**  said  Des- 
borough i  "  'fore  George,  they  will  have  thee  before 
the  General  Assembly,  Bletson,  if  thou  ventuiest  to 
sav  so." 

Wildrake  laughed  without  ceremony  at  the  gross 
ignorance  of  Desborough,  and  was  joined  by  a  snig- 
gling response  from  behind  the  cupboarcL  which, 
when  inquired  into,  proved  to  be  producea  by  the 
serving-men.  These  worthies,  timorous  as  thev  bet- 
ters, when  they  were  supposed  to  have  left  the  njom, 
had  only  withdrawn  to  their  present  place  of  con- 
cealment. 

"  How  now,  ye  rogues,**  said  Bletson,  angrily ;  "do 
you  not  know  your  duty  better  7'*      \ 

"  We  beg  your  worthy  honour's  pardon,'*  said  ons 
of  the  men.  but  we  dared  not  go  down  stairs  with- 
out a  light.** 

"Alight,  ye  cowardly pol irons 7"  said  the  philo- 
sopher; "what— to  show  which  of  you  looks  i  '  " 
when  a  rat  squeaks 7— bat  take  a  earn" 
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bcfEone,  ycHi  cownrdly  villains !  ihn  devils  you  are  so 
much  afraid  of  must  he  but  paltry  kites,  if  tlicy  hawk 
at  njch  bats  as  you  are/' 

The  servants,  without  replying,  took  up  one  of  the 
candlesticks,  and  r>repnrcdi  to  retreat,  Trusty  Tom- 
kins  at  the  head  of  the  trwjp.  when  suddpnly,  as  they 
arrived  at  the  door  of  the  parlour,  which  had  been  left 
half  open,  it  was  shut  v!.)lently.  The  three  terrified 
doniestics  tumbled  back  into  the  middle  of  the  room, 
as  if  a  shot  had  been  discharged  in  their  face,  and  all 
who  were  at  the  table  started  to  their  feet. 

Colonel  Everard  was  incapable  of  a  moment's  fear, 
even  if  any  thing  frightful  had  been  seen ;  but  he  re- 
mained stationary,  to  sec  what  his  companions  would 
do,  and  to  get  at  the  bottom,  if  rossihie,  of  the  cause 
of  their  alarm  upon  an  occasion  so  trifling.  The  phi- 
losopher seemed  to  think  that  he  was  the  person 
chietly  concerned  to  show  manhood  on  the  occasion. 

He  walked  to  the  door  accordingly,  murmuring  at 
the  cowardice  of  the  servants  ;  but  at  such  a  snail's 
pace,  that  it  seemed  he  would  most  willingly  have 
been  anticipated  by  any  one  whom  his  reproaches 
had  roused  to  exertion.  '* Cowardly  blockheads!" 
ho  said  at  last,  seizing  hold  of  the  handle  of  the  door, 
but  without  turning  it  effectually  round— "dare  you 
not  open  a  door  ?"— (still  fumbling  with  the  lock)— 
**  dare  you  not  go  down  a  staircase  without  a  light  7 
Here,  bring  me  the  candle,  you  cowardly  villains !— 
By  Heaven,  something  sighs  on  the  outsxle !" 

As  he  spoke,  he  let  go  the  handle  of  the  parlour 
door,  and  stepped  back  a  pace  or  two  into  the  apart- 
ment, with  clucks  as  pale  as  the  band  he  wore. 

**  Detu  adjutor  mens  .*"  said  the  Presbyterian 
clergynian,  rising  from  his  seat.  "  Give  place,  sir," 
addressing  Blctson  ,*  **it  would  seem  I  know  more  of 
this  matter  than  thou,  and  I  bless  Heaven  I  am  armed 
for  the  conflict." 

Bold  as  a  grenadier  about  to  mount  a  breach,  yet 
with  the  same  l>elief  m  the  e.xistenci>  of  a  great  dan- 
ffer  to  be  encountered,  as  well  as  the  same  reliance  in 
the  goodness  of  his  cause,  the  worthy  man  stepped 
before  the  philos«jphical  Bletson,  and  taking  a  light 
from  the  sconce  in  one  hand,  q^uietly  opened  the  dioor 
with  the  other,  and  standing  m  the  tnreshold,  said, 
•*  Hire  is  nothing !" 

**  And  who  expected  to  see  arnr  thing,"  said  Blctson, 
** excepting  those  terr.fied  oafs,  who  take  fnght  at 
every  puff  of  wind  that  whistles  through  the  passages 
of  this  old  dungeon?" 

"  Mark  you,  Master  Tomkins,"  said  one  of  the 
waiting- men  m  a  whisper  to  the  steward,—"  See 
how  boldly  the  minister  pre.^sed  forward  before  all 
of  them  !  Ah  !  Master  Tomkins,  our  parson  is  the 
real  commissioned  officer  of  the  church— your  lay- 
preachers  are  no  better  than  a  parcel  of  club- men  and 
volunteers." 

"  Follow  me  these  who  list,"  said  Master  Hold- 
enough,  "or  go  b<.*forG  me  those  who  chooae,  I  will 
wnik'  through  the  habitable  pincc-sof  this  house  before 
I  leave  it,  and  satisfy  myst*lf  whether  Satan  hath 
rL>ally  mingled  himself  among  these  dreary  dens  of 
ancient  wickedness,  or  whether,  like  the  wicked  of 
whom  holy  David  spcaketh,  wo  arc  afraid,  and  flee 
when  no  one  pursueth." 

Harrison,  who  had  heard  these  words,  sprung  from 
his  scat,  and  drawing  his  sword,  exclaimed.  Were 
there  as  many  fiends  in  the  house,  as  there  are  hairs 
on  my  head,  upon  this  cause  I  will  charge  them  up 
to  their  very  trenches !" 

So  saying,  he  brandished  his  weapon,  and  pressed 
to  the  head  of  the  column,  where  he  moved  side  by 
side  with  the  minister.  The  Mayor  of  Woodstock 
next  joined  *he  body,  thinking  himself  safer  perhaps 
in  the  company  of  his  pastor ;  and  the  whole  train 
moved  forward  in  close  order,  accompanied  by  the 
servants  bearing  lights,  to  search  the  Lodge  for  some 
cause  of  that  panic  with  which  they  seemed  to  be 
suddenly  seized/ 

"  Nay,  take  me  with  you,  my  friends,"  said  Colonel 
Everard,  who  had  looked  on  in  surprise,  and  was  now 
about  to  follow  the  party,  when  Bletson  laid  hold  on 
bis  cloak,  and  begged  him  to  remain. 

"  Vim  see,  my  good  Colonel,"  he  said.  afl*ecting  a 
coiiraf*  whicii  hia  ahaking  voice  balita  **  ban  are 


only  you  and  1,  nnd  honest  ne9l)orongh,  left  behind 
in  garrison,  while  all  the  others  are  absent  on  a  sally. 
We  must  nut  hnznrd  the  whole  troouson  one  sortir^« 
that  were  uniniliiary— Ha,  ha,  ha ! 

"  In  the  name  of  Heaven,  what  meons  all  thisT' 
said  F.vtrarrl.  "  I  heard  a  foolish  tnle  about  appan 
tiors  as  I  came  this  way,  on  J  now  1  find  you  all  half 
in  jd  with  fear,  and  cannot  get  a  word  of  sense  among 
so  many  of  you.  Fie,  Colonel  Deylwrough—  fie.  Mas- 
ter Bletson— try  to  compose  yourselve^  and  jet  me 
know,  in  Heaven's  name,  thecaus(.>of  all  thisdisiuib- 
ance.  One  would  be  apt  to  think  your  brains  were 
turned." 

"  And  so  mine  well  may,"  said  Desborough  "  ay, 
and  overturned  too,  since  my  bid  Inst  night  waa 
turned  upside  down,  .ind  I  was  placed  for  tin  minutea 
heels  iipptTino^t,  and  head  downmost,  like  a  bullock 
going  to  be  shot." 

"What  means  this  nonsense.  Master  Bletson  1— 
Desborough  must  have  had  the  nightmare." 

"  No,  fuith,  Colonel,  the  goblins,  or  whatever  elae 
they  were,  had  been  favourable  to  honest  Deebo 
rough,  for  they  repo^d  the  whole  of  his  person  OD 
that  part  of  his  bo<iy  which— Hark,  did  you  not  hear 
something  ?— is  the  central  point  of  gravity,  namely, 
his  head?'' 

*'  Did  you  see  any  thing  to  alarm  you  7"  said  the 
Colonel. 

"Nothing,"  said  Bletson;  "but  we  heard  hellish 
noises,  as  ult  our  p(*ople  did ;  and  I,  l>elieving  little  of 
ghosts  and  apparitions,  concluded  the  cavaliers  were 
taking  us  at  advantage;  so,  ri'membering  Rainsbo- 
rough  s  fate,  I  e'tn  jumped  the  window,  and  ran  to 
Woodstock,  to  call  the  soldiers  to  the  rescue  of  Har- 
nson  and  Desborough." 

"  And  did  you  not  first  go  to  see  what  the  danger 
was?"  ,  .     ^ 

"  Ah,  my  good  friend,  you  forgot  that  I  laid  dowa 
my  commission  at  the  time  of  the  self-denying  ordi- 
nance. It  would  have  been  quite  inconsistent  with  mj 
duty  as  a  Parliament-man,  to  be  brawling  amidst  a 
set  of  ruffians,  without  any  military  authority.  No— 
when  the  Parliament  coiiimanded  me  to  sheatba 
my  sword,  Colonel,  I  have  too  much  veneration  for 
their  authority,  to  be  found  again  with  it  drawn  io 
my  hand." 

'•But  the  Pariiament,"  said  Desborough.  hastily, 
"did  not  command  you  to  use  your  heels  when  your 
hands  could  have  saved  a  man  from  choking.  Oda 
dickens  1  vou  might  have  stopped  when  you  saw  mj 
bed  canteu  heels  uppermost,  and  me  half  stifled  la 
the  bedclothes— you  might,  1  say,  have  stopped  and 
lent  a  hand  to  put  it  to  rights,  instead  of  jumping  oat 
of  the  window,  like  a  new-shorn  sheep,  so  soon  a* 
you  had  run  across  my  room." 

"Nay.  worshipful  Master  Desborough,"  said  Blct- 
son, winking  on  Everard,  to  show  that  he  was  playing 
on  his  thickskulUd  colleague,  "  how  could  I  tell  your 

F articular  mode  of  reiMjsiiig?— there  are  many  tastee— 
have  known  men  who  sit  pt  by  choice  on  a  slope  or 
angle  of  forty-five."  ,.  ,.  .      , 

"  Yes,  but  did  ever  a  man  sleep  standing  on  his  head, 
exct-pt  by  miracle  ?"  said  Desborough. 

"Now,  as  to  miracles"- said  the  philosopher,  coiH 
fxlent  in  the  pn'sence  of  Everard,  besides  that  an  op- 
portunity of  scofTiuL'  at  rtligion  really  in  some  degree 
diverttxl  his  fear— "I  leave  thtse  out  of  the  questioi^ 
seeing  that  the  evidence  on  such  subjects  seems  99 
little  qualified  to  carry  conviction,  as  a  horsehair  to 
land  a  le\iathan." 

A  loud  clap  of  thunder,  or  a  noise  as  formidably 

rang  through  the  Lodge  as  the  scoflTerhad  ended,  whi» 

.  struck  him  pale  and  motionless,  and  made  Deslwrough 

I  throw  himself  on  his  kne<'s,  and  repeat  exclamations 

and  prayers  in  much  admired  confusion. 

"There  must  be  contrivance  here,"  exclaimed  Efe 
rard  >  and  snatching  one  of  the  candles  from  a  sciinci^ 
he  rushed  out  of  the  apartment,  little  heeding  the  en 
treaties  of  the  philosopher,  who,  in  the  extremity  oi 
his  distrcsai  coloured  him  by  the  Animus  MundxUi 
remain  to  the  assistance  of  a  distressed  philosopher 
endangered  l>y  witches,  and  a  Pariiament-inan  ae- 
saulted  by  rutnans.  As  for  Desborough,  he  only  gaped 
like  a  down  in  a  pantomime  \  and,  doubtful  wheUMT 
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to  fallow  or  stop,  hie  natural  indolence  prevailed,  and  i 
he  R<it  still.  I 

When  on  the  landing-plare  of  the  stairs,  f.vprnrd 
paused  a  motnenl  lt»  ct>ijsider  which  was  tho  Uvst 
course  to  take.     Ho  heani  the  voiees  of  men  talkini; ' 
fast  and  loud,  like  p«^ople  who  wish  to  dmwn  ihcir ' 
fears,  in  tin;  lower  story:  and  aware  that  nothing? 
could  be  discovered  by  tliose  who.«H)  innuiries  wej-e  , 
conducted  in  a  mnnniT  ho  nnisv,  he  n^soIvtHl  to  pro-  ' 
cced  in  a  different  diri-etion,  and  exainin<!  the  second 
floor,  which  he  had  now  gained. 

He  had  known  every  corner,  both  of  the  inhabited  , 
and  uninhabited  part  of  the  mansion,  and  availed  ; 
himself  of  the  candle  to  traverse  two  or  three  intri- 
cate passages,  which  he  was  afraid  he  mij?hl  not 
remember  with  sufficient  accuracy.  This  move- 
ment conveyed  him  to  a  sort  of  opU-dt-hceiif,  an 
octagon  vestibule,  or  small  hull,  from  which  various 
rooins  oiH'ned.  Arnoiigsl  the.«e  doors,  Kverard  se- 
lecttnl  that  which  led  to  a  very  long,  narrow,  and 
dilapidated  galler>',  built  in  the  time  of  Henry  VlII., 
nncf  which,  runnmg  alonR  the  wliole  south-west  eido 
of  the  building,  communicated  at  different  points 
with  the  rest  of  the  mansion.  This  he  thought  was 
likely  to  be  the  post  occupied  by  those  who  propostnl 
to  act  the  sprites  upon  the  occasion :  cs[H'eiajly  as  its 
length  and  shape  gave  him  some  idea  that  it  was  a 
Bpot  where  the  oolu  thunder  might  in  many  ways  be 
imitated. 

Determined  to  ascertain  the  truth  if  possible,  he 
placed  his  light  on  a  table  in  the  vestibule,  and  ap- 
plied himselflo  open  the  d<x)r  into  the  gallery..  At 
this  point  he  found  him»df  strongly  opposed,  either 
by  a  bolt  drawn,  or,  as  lie  rather  conceived,  by  some- 
body from  within  resisting  his  attempt.  He  was 
induced  to  believe  the  latter,  because  the  resistance 
slackened  and  was  renewed,  like  that  of  human 
strength,  instead  of  presenting  the  p«Tmancnt  oppo- 
sition of  an  inanimate  obstacle.  Though  Everanl 
was  a  strong  and  active  young  man,  he  exhausted 
his  strength  in  the  vain  attempt  to  open  the  door; 
and  having  paused  to  take  breath,  was  about  to  re- 
new his  ellijrls  with  foot  and  shoulder,  and  to  call 
at  the  same  time  for  assistance,  when  to  his  surprise. 
on  again  att«'mptii)g  the  door  more  gently,  in  order 
to  ascertain  if  possible  where  the  strength  of  the  op- 
posing obstacle  was  situated,  he  found  it  give  way  to 
a  very  slight  impulse,  some  inux^diment  fell  broken 
lo  the  ground,  and  the  door  flew  wide  open.  The  gust 
of  wind,  occasioned  by  the  sudden  opening  of  the  door, 
blew  out  the  candle,  and  Everard  was  left  in  dark- 
ness, save  where  the  moon.nhine,  which  the  long  side- 
row  of  latticed  windows  dimmed,  could  imperfectly 
force  its  way  into  the  gallery,  which  lay  in  ghostly 
length  before  him. 

The  melancholy  and  doubtful  twilight  was  increased 
by  a  quantity  of  creeping  plants  on  the  outside,  which, 
smce  all  had  been  neglected  in  these  ancient  halls, 
now  completely  overgrown,  hiid  in  some  instanr^^s 
greatly  diminished,  and  in  others  almost  quite  choked 
up,  the  space  of  the  lattices,  extending  between  the 
heavy  stone  shaft-work  which  divided  the  windows, 
both  lengthways  and  acros.**.  On  the  other  aide  there 
were  no  windows  at  all,  and  the  gallery  had  bei  n 
unco  hung  round  with  paintings,  chiefly  portraits,  bv 
which  that  side  of  the  apartment  had  been  adorneu. 
Most  of  the  pictures  had  been  removed,  yet  the  empty 
frames  of  some,  and  the  tattered  remnants  of  others, 
were  still  visible  along  the  extent  of  the  waste  gallery ; 
the  look  of  which  was  s.>  desolate,  and  it  appeared  so 
well  adapted  for  mi»c;hief,  supposing  there  were  ene- 
mies near  him,  that  Everard  could  not  help  pausing 
ai  the  entrance,  and  recommending  himself  to  God, 
ere,  drawing  his  sword,  he  advanced  into  the  apart- 
ment treading  as  lightly  as  i}ossible,  and  keeping  in 
the  shadow  as  much  as  he  could. 

Markham  Everard  was  by  no  means  superstitious, 
but  he  had  the  usual  cnxlulity  of  the  times;  and 
though  he  did  not  yield  easily  to  talcs  of  supernatural 
•  isitations,  yet  he  could  not  help  thinking  he  wae 
m  the  very  situation,  where,  if  such  things  were  ever 
permitted,  they  mignt  be  expected  to  take  place, 
while  his  own  stealthy  and  ill-assured  pace,  his 
drawn  woaiH)a  and  extended  ormsi  beins  the  very 


attitude  and  action  of  doubt  and  Hu^picion,  trnd^^i 
to  incn.'ascin  his  mind  the  gloomy  feclinvsi  of  which 
they  are  the  usual  indications,  and  with  which  they 
arc  constantly  associated.  Under  such  unpltasant 
impres'^ions,  and  conscious  of  the  neighbourhood  of 
something  unfriendly,  Colonel  Everanl  had  already 
advanceil  about  half  along  the  galler>',  when  he  heard 
some  one  si>{h  very  near  him,  and  a  low  soft  voice 
pronounce  his  name. 

"Here  I  am,"  he  replied,  while  his  heart  beat  thick 
and  short.    "  Who  calls  on  Markham  Everard  7" 

Anoilier  sigh  was  the  only  answer. 

"  Spr^ak,"  said  the  Colonel.  "  whoever  or  whatso- 
ever you  are,  and  tell  with  what  hiteni  and  purpose 
you  an;  lurking  in  thes*^  apartiiK^nts  ?" 

"With  a  belter  intent  than  yours,"  returned  the  soft 
voice. 

"  Than  mine !"  answered  Everard  m  great  surprise. 
"  Who  are  you  that  dare  judge  of  my  intents  ?" 

"What,  or  who  are  you,  Markham  Everard,  who 
wander  by  moonlight  through  these  destirted  halls  of 
royalty,  where  none  should  be  but  those  who  mourn 
their  downfall,  or  are  sworn  to  avenge  it  7" 

"It  is— and  yet  it  cannot  be,"  said  Everard;  '  yet 
it  is,  and  must  be.— Alice  Lee,  the  devil  or  you  speaks. 
Answt-r  me,  I  conjure  you !  speak  openlv— on  what 
dangerous  scheme  are  you  engaged  ?  where  is  your 
father?  why  are  you  herr  7— wherefore  do  you  rua 
so  deadly  a  venture  7— Speak,  I  conjure  you,  Ali« 
Lee!" 

"  She  whom  you  call  on  is  at  the  distance  of  miles 
from  this  spot.  What  if  her  Genius  speaks  whea 
she  is  absc>nt  7— what  if  the  soul  of  an  ancestivus  oi 
hers  and  yours  were  now  addressing  you  7— what 
if" 

"  Nay,"  answered  Everard,  "  hut  what  if  the  dear- 
est of  human  beings  has  caught  a  touch  of  her  fa- 
ther's enthusiasm  7— what  if  she  is  exposing  her  per- 
son to  dangir,  her  reputation  to  scandal,  by  traversing 
in  disguise  and  darkness  a  house  fllled  with  aniied 
men  7  Speak  to  me,  my  fair  cousil^  in  your  owa 
person.  1  am  furnished  with  powers  to  protect  my 
uncle,  Sir  Henry— lo  protect  you  too,  dearest  Alict. 
even  against  the  consc-quences  of  this  visionary  and 
wild  attempt.  Speak -1  see  where  you  are,  and,  with 
all  my  respect,  I  cannot  submit  to  be  thus  practised 
upon.  Trust  me— trust  your  cousin  Markham  wiib 
your  hand,  and  believe  that  he  will  die  or  place  you  m 
honourable  safety." 

As  he  spoke,  he  exercised  his  eyes  as  keenly  as  pos- 
sible to  detect  where  the  speaker  stood ;  and  it  seemed 
to  him,  that  about  three  yards  from  him  there  was  a 
shadowy  form,  of  which  he  could  not  dibcem  even 
the  outline,  placed  as  it  was  within  the  deep  and  pro- 
longed shadow  thrown  by  a  space  of  wall  interven- 
ing betwixt  two  windows,  upon  that  side  of  the 
room  from  which  the  light  was  admitted.  He  en- 
deavoured to  calculate,  as  well  as  he  could,  the  dis* 
tance  betwixt  himself  and  the  object  which  he  watch- 
ed, under  the  impression,  that  if,  bv  even  using  • 
slight  degree  of  compulsion,  he  could  detach  his  be- 
loved Alice  from  the  confederacy  into  which  he  sup- 
posed her  father's  ze4il  for  the  cause  of  royalty  bad 
engaged  her,  he  would  be  rendering  them  both  ilie 
most  essential  favour.  He  could  not  indeed  but  con- 
elude,  that  however  successfully  the  plot  which  be 
conceived  to  be  in  agitation  had  proceeded  against 
the  timid  Bletson,  the  stupid  Desborough,  and  the 
crazy  Harrison,  there  was  little  doubt  that  at  length 
their  artifice  must  necessarily  bring  shame  and  dan- 
ger on  those  engaged  in  it. 

It  must  also  be  remembered,  that  Everard*s  aflcc- 
tion  to  his  cousin,  although  of  the  most  respectful 
and  devoted  character,  partook  less  of  the  disunt 
veneration  which  a  lover  of  those  days  entertained 
for  the  lady  whom  be  worshipped  with  humble  diffi- 
dence, than  of  the  fond  and  familiar  feelini^  which  i 
brother  entertains  towards  a  younger  sister,  whom  he 
thinks  himself  entitled  to  guide,  advise,  and  even  in 
some  degree  to  control.  So  kindly  and  iinimatehad 
bern  their  intercourse,  that  he  had  little  more  hesiia- 
tion  in  endeavouring  to  arrest  her  progress  in  the  dan- 
gerous course  in  wiiich  she  seemed  to  Iv  engaged, 
t'vcu  at  the  risk  of  giving  her  momentary  oflence^ 
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than  he  would  have  had  in  snatching  her  from  a  tor-  | 
rtnt  or  conflagration,  at  the  chunco  of  hurting  her  hy 
the  violi  nee  ol  his  prasp.  All  this  passK-d  through 
his  miml  in  the  coiirso  of  a  sini^le  uiinuto;  and  ne 
resolvi-d  at  all  events  to  detain  ficr  on  the  spot,  and 
compel,  if  j>08sible,  an  explanation  from  her. 

With  this  purjKise,  Kvcrard  again  conjured  his 
cousin,  in  the  name  of  Heaven,  to  give  up  this  idle 
and  dangerous  mummery;  and  Icndin;;  an  accurate 
ear  to  her  answer,  endeavoured  from  the  sound  to 
calculate  as  nearly  as  possible  the  distance  between 
thtni. 

"  I  am  not  she  for  whom  you  take  me,  said  the 
voire;  "and  d««rer  re>?ards  than  nu^ht  connected 
with  her  life  or  death,  bid  me  warn  you  to  keep  alooi; 
and  leave  this  place.'* 

"Not  till  I  have  convince<l  you  of  your  childish 
folly,"  said  the  Colonel,  springing  forward,  and  en- 
deavouring to  catch  hold  of  her  who  spoke  to  him. 
Bui  no  female  form  was  within  his  ^rasp.  On  the 
L'UDtrary,  he  was  met  by  a  shock  which  could  come 
from  no  woman's  arm,  and  which  was  rude  enough 
to  stn'tch  him  on  his  back  on  the  floor.  At  the  sainc 
time  he  felt  the  point  of  a  sword  at  his  throat,  and  his 
hands  so  completely  mastered,  that  not  the  slightest 
defence  remained  to  him. 

"A  cry  for  assistance^"  said  a  voice  near  him^but 
not  that  which  he  had  hitherto  heard,  "  will  be  stifled 
in  your  blood!— No  harm  is  meant  you— be  wise,  and 
be  silent." 

The  ff-ar  of  death,  which  Everard  had  often  braved 
in  the  field  of  battle,  became  more  intense  as  he  fell 
himself  in  the  hands  of  unknown  assassins,  and  to- 
tallv  devoid  of  all  means  of  defence.  The  sharp  point 
of  the  sword  pncked  his  hare  throat,  and  the  foot  of 
him  who  held  it  was  upon  his  breast.  He  felt  as  if  a 
fiingle  thrust  would  put  an  end  to  life,  and  all  the 
feverish  ji»ys  and  sorrows  which  agitate  us  so  sirange- 
K',  and  from  which  we  are  yet  so  ri'luctant  to  part. 
Laijjo  drops  nf  perspiration  stood  upon  his  foreiiead 
— hiK  hi  art  throbbed,  as  if  it  would  burst  from  its 
confinement  in  the  bos4)m— he  experienced  the  agony 
which  fear  imiiosi  s  on  the  brave  man,  acut(>  in  pro- 
[>orti(in  to  that  which  pain  inflicts  when  itsuhduea  the 
robust  and  heal  I  h  v. 

"Cousin  Alice,"— he  attempted  to  speak,  and  the 
Bword's  point  pressed  his  throat  yet  more  closely, 
— "  Cousin,  let  me  not  l)e  murdered  in  a  manner  so 
fearful !" 

"I  tell  you,"  replied  the  voice,  "that  you  speak  fo 
one  who  IS  not  here ;  but  your  life  is  not  aimed  at. 
proviH«  d  you  swear  on  vour  faiih  as  a  Christian,  and 
your  Ijonoiir  as  a  gentleman,  that  von  v^ill  conceal 
what  has  happened,  whether  from  tlie  people  below, 
or  fn»m  any  other  person.  On  this  condition  you  may 
ris«» ;  ami  if  you  s«'ek  her,  you  will  find  Alice  Lee  at 
JtMH^Iine's  cottage  in  the  forest." 

"  Since  I  may  not  help  myself  otherwise,"  said 
Ev«  rard,  "  I  swear,  as  I  have  a  sense  of  religion  and 
honour,  I  will  say  nothing  of  this  violenci*,  nor  make 
nnv  search  after  those  who  are  concerned  in  it." 

**  For  that  we  care  nothing,"  said  the  voice.  "Thou 
hasi  an  example  how  well  thou  mayst  cat(  h  mischief 
on  thy  own  i^art ;  but  we  are  in  case  to  defy  thee.  Rise 
and  Kegone!" 

The  fo«)t,  the  sword's- point,  were  withdrawn,  and 
Everanl  was  about  to  start  up  hastily,  when  the 
voice,  in  the  same  softness  ot  tone  which  distin- 
guished it  at  first,  said,  "No  haste— cold  and  bare 
BUx'\  is  yet  around  thee.  Now— now— now— [the 
words  dyim;  away  as  at  a  distance]— thou  art  free. 
Be  secret  and  be  safe." 

Markham  Everard  arose,  and,  in  rising,  embar- 
rasstd  his  feel  with  his  own  sword,  which  he  had 
dropfH'd  when  springing  forward,  as  he  sup{>os<h1,  to 
lay  huld  of  his  fair  cousin.  He  snatched  it  up  in 
haMe,  and  as  his  hand  clasped  the  hilt,  his  courage, 
whi<  li  had  given  way  under  the  apprehension  of  in- 
stant death,  liegan  to  return;  he  considcnd,  with 
alioo}«t  his  usiimI  comtKisure,  what  was  to  I)o  doni; 
nexi.  Ihfjijy  affronted  at  the  disgrace  which  he  bad 
FU."»i allied,  he  questioned  for  an  in.«*rant  whether  he 
oiiii'it  to  kt'^p  his  extorted  promis*',  or  should  not 
raiiicr  summon  asaiatance,  and  make  haste  to  disco- 


ver and  seize  those  who  had  bof.n  recently  engaged 
in  such  violence  on  his  ntrsun.  Hut  these  persona, 
be  they  who  thfy  would,  had  had  his  lile  'in  their 
power— he  had  pledm  d  his  word  in  ransom  of  it— and 
whai  was  more,  he  cojld  not  divest  himself  of  th« 
idea  that  his  beloved  Alice  was  a  confidant,  at  least, 
if  not  an  actor,  in  th«;  confederacy  which  had  thiM 
baflled  him.  This  prepossession  determined  his  con  • 
duct ;  for,  though  angry  at  supposing  she  must  hava 
been  accet^sory  to  his  )>ersonal  ill-trcatment,  he  could 
not  in  any  event  think  of  an  instant  search  through 
the  mansion,  which  misrht  have  compromised  her 
safety,  or  that  of  his  uncle.  "  But  I  will  to  the  hut,** 
he  said— "I  will  instantly  to  the  hut,  a!»certain  her 
share  in  this  wild  and  dangerous  confe<ieracy,  and 
snatch  her  from  ruin,  if  it  be  i>os9ible." 

As.  under  the  influence  of  ilie  resolution  which  ha 
had  formed,  Everard  groped!  his  way  through  the  gal- 
lerv,  and  regained  the  vestibule,  he  heard  his  name 
called  bv  the  well-known  voice  ofWildrake.  "What 
—ho  '.—holla  !— Colonel  Everard— Mark  Everard— it 
is  dark  as  the  devil's  mouth— si.>eak— when'  are  yonl 
—The  witches  are  ke<ping  their  hellish  sabbath nere^ 
as  I  think.- Where  are  you?" 

*'Here,  here!"  answered  Everard.  "Cease  your 
bawling.    Turn  to  the  left,  and  you  will  meet  me.'* 

Guided  by  his  voice,  Wildrake  .••oon  appeared,  with 
a  liuht  in  one  hand,  and  his  drawn  swoni  in  the 
other.  "Where  have  you  been?"  he  said—"  what  has 
detained  you  ?— Here  are  Bletson  and  the  brute  Des 
borough  terrified  out  of  their  lives,  and  Harrison  nw 
ing  mad,  because  the  devil  will  not  be  civil  enough  to 
rise  to  fight  him  in  single  duelled* 

"  Saw  or  heard  you  nothing  as  you  came  along?" 
said  Everar<l. 

"Nothing,"  said  his  friend,  "excepting  that  when 
I  first  entered  this  cursed  ruinous  labyrinth,  the  light 
was  simck  out  of  my  hand,  as  if  by  a  switch,  which 
obliged  me  to  rutum  for  another." 

"I  muj«t  come  by  a  horse  instantly,  W^ildrako,  and 
another  for  ihvself,  if  it  be  possible." 

"  AVe  can  tuKe  two  of  those  Iwloneing  to  the  troop 
ers,"  answered  Wildrake.  "But  for  what  purpoae 
should  we  run  away,  like  rats,  at  this  time  in  the  eve- 
nine  ?— Is  the  house  falling  T] 

"I  cannot  answer  you,"  said  the  Colonel,  pushing 
forwaril  into  a  room  where  there  were  some  remaina 
of  furniture. 

Here  the  cavalier  took  a  more  strict  view  of  his  per-  • 
son.  and  exclaimed  in  wonder,  "What  the  devil  hafa 
you  been  fighting  with.  Markham,  that  has  bedizened 
you  after  this  sorry  fashion  ?" 

"  Fighting !"  exclaimed  Everanl. 

"Yes."  replictd  his  trusty  attendant,  "1  say  fight- 
ing.   Look  at  yourself  in  the  mirror." 

He  did,  and  saw  he  was  covered  with  dusx  and 
blood.  The  latter  proceeded  from  a  scratch  which  ha 
had  receiveilin  the  throat,  as  he  struggled  to  extricate 
himsflf.  W^ith  unafTectc-d  alarm,  Wildrake  undid  his 
friend's  collar,  and  with  eager  haste  proceeded  toexa- 
mine  the  wound,  his  hands  tn*mbling,  and  his  eyes 
glistening  with  opprehensirm  for  his  bt^nefactor's  life. 
When,  in  spite  of  Everard's  opp(»sition,  he  had  exa- 
mined the  hurt,  and  found  it  trifling,  he  n  sumed  the 
natural  wildness  of  his  character,  perhaps  the  mora 
readily  that  he  had  felt  shame  in  departing  from  it, 
into  one  which  expressed  more  of  feeling  than  bo 
would  be  thought  to  r>osse8B. 

"If  that  be  the  devil's  work,  Mark,"  said  he,  "the 
foul  fiend's  claws  are  not  niuh  so  formidable  as  they 
are  represented  ;  but  no  one  shall  say  that  vour  blood 
has  been  shed  nnrevenged,  while  Roger  Wifd rake  wa* 
by  your  side.  Where  left  you  this  same  imp  7  I  will 
bacR  to  the  field  of  fitfht,  confront  him  with  my  ra- 
pier, and  were  his  nails  ten-penny  nails,  ond  his  terth 
as  long  as  those  of  a  harrow,  he  shall  render  me  rea- 
son for  the  injury  he  has  done  you." 

"Madness— madness !"  exclaimed  Everard;  "I had 
this  trifling  hurt  hy  a  fall— a  basin  and  towel  will 
wipe  it  away.  Mron  while,  if  you  will  ever  do  mo 
kindness,  pet  the  troop-horses— command  them  for 
the  service  (»f  the  public,  in  the  nan^e  of  his  Excel- 
lency the  General.  I  ^^'t\\  hut  wash,  and  join  you  ir 
an  ineunt  before  the  gate." 
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"Well,  T  M''ll  sprvo  you.  F.vprord  a?  n  mute  arrvvA 
the  Grand  yi«rii  )r,  wiiUont  kiiowin.;  w!i^'  or  wIi;t.'- 
fore.  B  .t  will  you  ko  wiiIiduI  rtjeiiis  tucsc  people 
below  ?" 

"  Wiihout  flccinj?  any  one,"  said  Evernrd ;  "lose  no 
time,  for  God'i  sake." 

He  found  out  tlic  non-commi!«sioned  officer,  and 
dcinandtKi  the  horvos  in  a  tono  ofauthurity,  to  which 
the  corporal  yieldvd  undisputeii  obwhencc,  a«»  one 
well  aware  ot  Colonel  Everard's  niilirary  rank  and 
consequence.,  80  all  was  in  a  minute  or  two  ready 
for  the  expedition. 


CHAPTER   XIII. 

Sh«i  knooi  il,  anil  snintlike 

Cut  her  eyw  to  heaven,  and  pniyM  fle%'nut1y. 

Kin*  n^nrr  Via 
Colonel  EvEaAEo'H  departure  at  the  late  hour,  for  ! 
•0  it  was  then  thon:?ht,  of  s.ven  in  the  fvunin:?,  e.x- ! 
cited  much  speculation.    Thero  war*  a  ^jathorins;  of ' 
menials  anddepc^ndantH  in  the  outer  ciriniber,  or  hall,  j 
for  no  one  doubted  that  his  sudden  departure  wns 
owing  to  his  having,  as  tliey  exprej«wd  it,  "  s-'cn  witne- 1 
thing?'  and  all  desiriil  to  know  how  a  man  of  su"h  1 
acknowledged  courar^e  as  Evirard,  lo^iktd  under  tliM 
awe  of  a  recent  apparition.     Kut  he  gave  them  no 
time  to  make  comm'^nts;  for,  stridin:;  throuu'h  the 
hall  wrapt  in  his  ridiiii;  suit,  he  threw  hitufM^If  on  hors<> 
back,  and  rode  furi()U!«ly  through  the  Chase,  towards 
the  hut  of  the  keeper  JoliHe. 

It  was  the  disposition  ot'  Markham  Everard  to  be 
hct,  keen,  earnest,  impatient,  and  decisive  toadecrree 
of  precipitation.  The  acmiired  habits  which  education 
bad  taught,  and  which  the  strong  moral  and  nligious 
discipline  of  his  sect  had  greatly  strcni'thnned,  were 
■uch  as  to  enable  him  to  conceal,  as  well  as  to  check, 
this  constitutional  violence,  and  to  place  him  upon  his 
f^ard  against  indulging  it.  But  when  in  the  high 
tide  of  violent  excitation,  the  natural  impetuosity  of 
the  young  soldier's  temper  was  sometimes  apt  to  over- 
come these  artificial  obstacles,  and  then,  like  a  torrent 
foaming  over  a  wear,  it  became  more  furious,  as  if  in 
revenge  for  the  constrained  calm  which  it  had  been  for 
tome  time  obliged  to  assutnc.  In  these  instances  he 
was  accustomed  to  see  only  that  point  to  which  his 
thoughts  were  bent,  and  to  move  straight  towards  it, 
whetner  a  moral  object,  or  the  storming  of  a  breach, 
"without  either  calciilating,  or  even  appearing  to  see, 
the  difficulties  which  were  before  him. 

At  present,  his  rulini;  and  impelling  motive  was  to 
detach  his  beloved  cousin,  if  possible,  from  the  dan- 
gerous and  discreditable  machinations  in  which  he 
tu8i)octed  her  to  have  engaged,  or,  on  the  other  hand, 
to  discover  ihat  she  reaify  had  no  concern  with  these 
stratagems.  He  should  know  how  to  judge  of  that 
in  some  measure,  he  thought,  by  finding  her  present 
or  absent  at  the  hnt,  towards  which  he  was  now  gal- 
loping. He  had  read,  indei^d,  m  some  ballad  or  min- 
strel's taK  of  a  singular  deception  practised  on  a 
jealous  pld  man,  by  means  of  a  subterranean  com- 
munication between  his  house  and  that  of  a  neighbour, 
which  the  lady  in  question  made  use  of  to  present 
herself  in  the  two  places  alternately,  with  such  speed, 
and  80  much  address,  that,  after  re|)e3ted  experiments, 
the  dotard  was  deceived  into  thi'  opinion,  that  his 
wife,  and  the  lady  who  was  so  very  like  her,  and  to 
whonri  his  neighl>our  piid  so  much  attention,  were 
two  different  persons.  But  in  the  present  case  there 
was  no  room  for  such  a  di*ception ;  the  distance  was 
too  great,  and  as  he  took  by  much  the  nearest  way 
from  the  castle,  and  ro<ie  full  speed,  it  would  be  im- 

Esible,  he  knew,  for  his  cousin,  who  was  a  timorous 
sewoman  even  by  daylight,  to  have  got  home  before 
1. 
Her  father  might  indeed  be  displeased  at  his  inter- 
ference; but  what  title  had  he  to  be  so?— Was  not 
Alice  Lee  the  near  relation  of  his  blood,  the  dearest 
object  of  his  heart,  and  would  he  now  abstain  from  an 
etlort  to  save  her  from  the  consequences  of  a  silly  and 
wild  conspiracy,  because  the  old  knight's  spleen  might 
be  awakened  by  Everard's  making  nis  appearance  at 
their  present  dwelling  contrary  to  his  commands? 
Ao,  tie  would  endure  the  old  man'a  harsh  languagCi 


as  he  cndiirt'd  I'l?  Mrt't  of  the  autumn  wind,  which 
was  liowli.'i.^  aroiuiil  him,  and  swinging  th'>  crashmfr 
br;m<h«»s  of  the  trees  uuder  which  Ih*  pasaed,  but 
a>ulil  not  opposi-,  or  »^ven  retard,  his  journc>'. 

If  he  fiiund  n<U  Alice,  as  he  had  reason  to  believe 
she  would  h*.  absent,  to  Sir  Henry  t#ee  himsi^f  he 
would  exf^lain  w'.iat  he  had  witnesserl.  However  she 
might  have  become  ac<;t»ssory  to  the  jui^lmg  tricks 
p«.'rI'orrn»-d  at  Woi>Jstock,  he  could  not  but  think  it 
was  without  her  father's  knowleti^e,  so  sev».»rea  judjgs 
was  the  old  kni.{hi  of  female  propriety,  and  so  srncl  an 
ass<>rt(>r  of  fi.'uiaIedirorum.  He  would  take  the  same 
opportunity,  he  tliou;;hr,  of  stating  to  him  the  well- 
grouii<i''(i  lii)p<'S  he  ent"rtainf*d,  that  his  dwelling  ac 
the  Lodue  n)i:,'hl  be  proloui?*',  and  the  sniue-tralors 
r<>movcd  from  ilie  r<)yal  mansion  and  domains,  by 
oth.'r  means  than  tho-M?  of  thtj  absurd  specK"^  ot  in- 
timidation which  si'.'med  to  be  resorted  to  to  scare 
th<ni  from  thence*. 

Ail  this  seemed  to  be  so  much  within  fhe  line  of  his 
duty  IIS  a  re'ativ<\  that  it  was  not  until  hr  halted  at 
the  door  of  the  rancjer's  hut,  and  threw  his  bridie  into 
Wildrake's  hand,  ihat  Everard  reco!lei*tt'd  the  fiery, 
high,  and  unbcndinx  charactfrr  of  Sir  Henry  l,ec, 
and  f'lt,  even  whi-n  h  s  fingers  were  on  the  latch,  a 
reluctance  to  intrude  himself  upon  the  presence  of  the 
irritable  old  knight. 

Hut  there  was  no  time  for  hesitation.  Revisi.  who 
had  already  ha  ye*  I  more  than  once  from  within  the 
Lodge,  was  growimj  impatient,  and  Everanl  had  bat 
just  time  to  bid  Wildrake  hold  the  horses  until  he 
shotdd  send  Joceiio:'  to  his  assistance,  when  oKJ  Joan 
unpinntnl  the  door,  to  demand  who  was  without  at 
that  time  of  the  nii»hl.  To  have  attempted  any  thing 
like  an  explanation  with  poor  dame  Joan,  would  have 
been  quite  hoi)eless;  the  Colonel,  therefore,  put  ha 
gently  aside,  and  shaking  himself  loose  from  the  hoiJ 
she  had  laid  on  his  cloak,  entered  the  kitchen  of  Jore- 
line*s  dwi.lling.  Rt^vis,  who  had  advanctxl  to  support 
Joan  in  her  opposition,  humbled  his  lion-port,  with 
that  wonderful  instinct  which  makes  his  race  re- 
member so  long  those  with  whom  they  have  beeii 
familiar,  and  acknowledged  his  master's  relative,  be 
doing  homage  in  his  fashion,  with  his  head  and  tail. 

Colonel  Everanl,  more  uncertain  in  his  purpose 
every  moment  as  the  necessity  of  its  exccuti<m  orew 
near,  stole  over  the  floor  like  one  who  treads  in  a 
sick  chamber,  and  opening  the  door  of  the  interior 
apartment  with  a  sli)w  and  trembling  hand,  as 
he  would  have  withdrawn  the  curtains  of  a  dying 
friend,  he  saw,  within,  the  scene  which  we  are  about 
to  describe. 

Sir  Henry  Lee  sat  in  a  wicker  arm-chair  by  the 
fire.  He  was  wrappefl  in  a  cloak,  and  his  limbs  ei- 
tended  on  a  stool,  as  if  he  were  sufTcring  from  gout 
or  indisposition.  His  long  white  beard  flowing  over 
the  dark-coloured  garment,  gave  him  more  the  ap- 
pearanci*  of  a  hermit  than  of  an  aged  soldier  «>r  man 
of  quality ;  and  that  character  was  increased  by  the 
deep  and  devout  attention  with  which  he  listened 
to  a  respectable  old  man,  whose  dilapidated  dress 
showed  still  something  of  the  clerical  habit,  and  who, 
with  a  low,  but  full  arid  deep  voice,  was  rearling  the 
Evening  Service  according  to  the  Church  of  England. 
.Alice  Li'o  kne«^le<l  at  the  feet  of  her  father,  and  made 
the  responses  with  a  voice  that  might  have  suitixi  the 
choir  of  angels,  and  a  modest  and  serious  devotion, 
which  suited  the  m.^lody  of  her  tone.  The  face  of  .he 
officiating  clergyman  would  have  been  good-looking, 
had  it  not  been  disfigured  with  a  black  patch  whi($ 
covered  the  left  eye  and  a  part  of  his  face,  and  had 
not  the  features  which  were  visible  been  marked  with 
the  traces  of  care  and  suffering. 

When  Colonel  Everard  entered,  the  clergjrmafi 
raised  his  finger,  as  cautioning  him  to  forhenr  dis* 
turbing  the  divine  service  of  the  evening,  and  pointed 
to  a  seat;  to  which^  struck  deeply  with  the  scene  h» 
had  witnessed,  the  intruder  stole  with  as  light  a  stq> 
as  possible,  and  knelt  devoutly  down  as  one  of  the 
little  congregation. 

Everard  bad  been  bred  by  his  father  what  wai 
called  a  Puritan;  a  member  of  s  sect  who.  in  the 
primitive  sense  of  the  word,  were  persons  that  did 
not  except  against  the  docthues  ot  the  Cbureb  e( 
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Knf^I.'ind.  or  even  in  all  rrf>pcct8  ajninnt  its  hierarchy, 
but  rhierty  di^f^onted  from  it  on  t\\v  subject  of  certuin 
ceremonies,  habits,  and  forms  of  ritKJiI,  which  were 
insistt-d  upon  by  the  celebrated  and  unfortunate  Laud, 
MTith  ili-timetl  tenacity.  But  evtn  if,  from  the  habits 
of  his  fnther'a  house.  Everard's  opinions  had  been 
dianicirirally  opposed  to  the  doctrines  of  the  English 
Churrh,  he  must  have  been  reconciled  to  thrm  by  the 
rcjrulariiy  with  which  the  service  was  performed  in 
his  uncle's  family  at  Woodstock,  who,  during  the 
blossoin  of  his  fortunes,  generally  had  a  chaplain  re- 
sidini;  in  the  Lodge  for  that  soecial  pun^ose. 

Vfi  ilwp  as  was  the  hauitual  vem-ration  with 
which  \u'  heard  the  iinprewjive  nervice  of  the  Church, 
Evtrard's  eyes  could  not  helpstrayingf  towards  Alice, 
and  his  thoughts  wandering  to  the  purixise  of  his 
presence  thnre.  She  seemed  to  have  recogni8«:<l  him 
at  once,  for  there  was  a  deepir  glow  than  usual  upon 
her  cheek,  her  fingers  tnnihled  as  they  turned  the 
Ieay<'j*  o{  her  prayerbook,  and  her  voice,  lately  as  firm 
as  it  was  melodious,  faltered  when  she  repeated  the 


responses.  It  appeared  to  Everard,  as  far  as  he  could 
collert  bv  the  stolen  glances  which  he  directed 
towanis  ner,  that  the  character  of  herl)eauty,  as  well 


as  of  her  outward  appearance,  had  changea  with  her 
fortune  s. 

The  beautiful  and  high-born  young  lady  had  now 
approached  as  nearly  as  possible  to  the  brown  stuff 
dn-SH  of  an  ordinary  village  maiden;  but  what  she 
had  lost  in  gayety  of  appearace,  she  had  gained  as  it 
Bf('me<l  in  dignity.  Herncautiful  light-brown  tresses, 
now  folded  around  her  head,  and  only  curled  where 
nature  had  so  arranged  them,  gave  her  an  air  of 
ainii;liciry.  which  did  not  exist  when  her  headdress 
8how(>d  the  skill  of  a  curious  tire-woman.  A  light 
jovcMis  nir,  with  something  of  a  humorous  expression, 
wfiirh  Mtcmed  to  be  looking  for  amusement,  had 
%'a niched  lN>fore  the  touch  of  atlliction,  and  a  calm 
melancholy  supplied  its  place,  which  seemed  on  the 
watch  to  administer  comfort  to  others.  Perhaps  the 
former  arch,  though  innocent  expression  of  coun- 
tenance, was  uppermost  in  her  lover's  recollection, 
when  he  concluded  that  Alice  had  acted  a  part  in  the 
disiurlmnces  which  had  taken  place  at  tne  Lo<lge. 
It  is  certain,  that  when  he  now  looked  unon  her,  it 
was  with  shame  for  having  nourished  such  a  suspi- 
cion, and  the  resolution  to  believe  rather  that  the 
Jevil  hu<l  iiniuited  her  voice,  than  that  a  creature, 
wh(»  Sccinetl  so  much  above  the  fi-elings  of  this 
wiirhi,  ami  so  nearly  allie«l  to  the  purity  of  the  next, 
should  h.ive  had  the  indelicacy  to  mingle  in  such 
innnd'uvns  as  he  himself  and  others  had  been  sub- 
jected ti». 

Till  si>  thtiughts  shot  through  his  mind,  in  spite  of 
.he  impropriety  of  indulging  them  at  such  a  moment. 
The  s  rvice  now  approachi.>d  the  close ;  and  a  good 
Ji'al  to  C'olonel  Everard's  surprise  as  well  as  con- 
tuMon.  the  ofTiciaiin!^  prieet,  in  finn  and  audible  cone, 
•fiiid  witli  every  attribute  of  dignity,  prayed  to  the 
Almighty  to  bless  and  preserve  Oar  Sovereign 
Iiord,  King  Charles,  the  lawful  and  undoubted  King 
of  tlics*'  realms.*'  The  petition  (in  those  days  most 
danpTous)  was  pronourured  w^ith  a  full,  raisi'd,  and 
distinct  articulation,  as  if  the  prit^t  challenged  all 
who  hi  ;trd  him  to  dissent  if  they  dartnl.  If  ilie  re- 
publican officer  did  not  assent  to  the  petition,  he 
th'iiii^ht  :it  K-ast  it  was  no  time  to  protest  against  it. 

The  H  rvice  was  concludtd  in  the  usual  manner, 
diid  till*  tittle  congregation  arose.  It  now  included 
Wildrake,  who  had  enteretl  during  the  latter  prayer, 
and  was  the  first  of  the  party  to  s)»<>:ik.  running  up  tn 
rhe  |jrie:4t,  and  shaking  him  by  tiie  hand  most  heartily, 
flweiring  at  the  same  time,  tliat  he  truly  rejoiced  to 
Mcr-  hirii.  The  gixxl  clergyman  retunuNj  the  pressure 
uiih  a  smile,  ohstTving  he  sliouhl  have  believed  his 
a>^si  ven'ioii  without  an  oath.  In  tlie  mean  while, 
C'oliiiii  1  Kvirani,  approaching  his  uncle's  Si-at,  made 
a  de-i)  inclination  of  resjKvi,  first  to  Sir  Henr>'  Lee, 
and  rhi  ii  to  .Alice,  whose  colour  now  spread  from  her 
ch»'k  til  her  brow  and  bosom. 

"I  Inve  to  crave  your  exeuse,"  said  the  Colonel 
with  hr^it:ition,  '*for  having  chos<  n  for  mv  \isit, 
which  I  dare  not  hope  would  be  very  nirrw-able  at  any 
Uiuvt  A  ik.ai>on  most  peculiarly  unauitabli;." 


I  "  So  far  from  it,  nephew,"  answered  Sir  Hemr, 
with  much  more  inildiuss  of  manner  than  Evarara 
;  had  darid  to  exixH.'t,  "that  your  visits  at  other  timea 
i  would  be  much  more  welcome,  had  we  the  fortune  lO 
'  see  you  often  at  our  hours  of  worship." 

"I  hope  the  time  will  soon  come,  sir,  when  Eng- 
I  lishmcn  of  nil  sects  and  denominations,"  replira 
Everard,  "will  be  free  in  conscience  to  worship  in 
;  cominon  the  gn  nt  Father,  whom  they  all  after  tneii 
manner  call  by  that  atfectionate  name." 
i     "I  ho|K>  so  loo,  nephew."  said  the  old  man  in  tbo 
I  same  unaltered  tone;  "  and  we  will  not  at  present dui- 
I  pute,  whethf-r  you  wouM  havt^  theChiireh  of  England 
;  coaliwe  with   the  ('onventicle,  or  the  Conventicle 
confiirm  to  the  Church.    It  was,  I  wt«n,  not  to  settle 
jarring  creeds,  that  you  have  honoured  our  poor  dwell- 
ing, vThen.',  u>  say  the  truth,  we  dared  scarce  have 
expected  to  Bee  you  again,  so  coarse  was  our  last 
welcome." 

*'  I  should  be  happy  to  believe,"  said  Colonel  Ef»> 
rard,  hesitating,  "  that— that— in  short  my  presence 
was  not  now  so  unwelcome  here  as  on  that  occaaion.** 
"  Nephew,"  said  Sir  Henry,  "  I  will  be  frank  with 
you.  When  you  were  last  here,  I  thought  you  had 
stolen  from  me  a  precious  pearl,  which  at  one  time  it 
would  have  been  my  pride  and  nappiness  to  have  b^ 
stowed  on  you ;  but  which,  being  such  aa  you  have 
been  of  late,  I,  would  bury  in  the  depths  of  the  earth 
rather  than  give  to  your  keeping.  This  somewhat 
chafed,  as  honest  Will  say.s  '  the  rash  humour  which 
my  mother  gave  me.'  I  thought  I  was  robbed,  and  I 
thought  I  s«'iw  the  robber  before  me.  I  am  mieiaken 
—I  am  not  robl>cd ;  and  the  attempt  without  the  dead 
I  can  pardon." 

,  "  I  would  not  willingly  seek  ofience  in  your  woiiiy 
sir,"  said  Colonel  Evenird,  "  when  their  general  pui^ 
port  sounds  kind ;  but  I  can  protest  before  Heaven, 
that  my  views  and  wishes  towards  you  and  your  fil* 
mily  are  as  void  of  seltish  hopes  and  selfish  end%  a 
they  are  fraught  with  love  to  you  and  toyoura." 

Lei  us  hear  tliism,  man ;  we  are  not  much  accua* 
tomed  to  good  wislu>fl  now-a-days;  and  their  veiy 
rarity  will  make  them  welcome." 

"  1  would  wijlingly.  Sir  Hcnr^  since  you  might  not 
choose  me  to  give  you  a  more  atiectionate  name,  con- 
vert thos«^  wishes  into  something  eilectual  for  yonr 
comfort.  Vour  fate,  as  the  worlonow  stands,  is oad, 
and,  I  fear,  like  to  be  worse." 

"  Wors"  than  I  expect  it  cannot  be.  Nephew,  I  do 
not  shrink  before  my  changes  of  fortune.  I  shall 
wear  coarstT  clothes,— I  shall  feed  on  more  ordinarf 
food,— men  will  not  doff  their  cap  to  me  as  they  were 
wont,  when  I  was  the  great  and  the  wealthy.  What 
of  that  7  Old  Harry  Lee  loved  his  honour  better  than 
his  title,  his  faith  U'tter  than  his  land  and  lordship. 
Have  I  not  ^vn  the  3()th  of  Januar\'  1  lam  neither 
philomath  nor  astrologer :  but  old  Will  teachea  me^ 
that  when  grecMi  leaves  fall  winter  is  at  hand,  and  (hat 
darkn'  ss  will  come  when  the  sun  seta." 

"P.'think  you,  sir,"  said  Colonel  Everard,  "UJ 
withiut  any  submission  asked,  any  oath  taken,  anf 
enpagem^'nt  impose<l.  expn-ss  or  tacit,  excepting  that 
yo  I  are  not  to  excite  disturbances  in  the  publicjpeaoeb 
you  can  be  restond  to  your  residence  in  the  I^odge^i 
and  your  usual  fortunes  and  |)enjuisitefl  there — I  hava 
great  reason  to  hopi>  this  may  be  permitted,  if  notai- 
pressly,  at  least  on  sufierance." 

"  Ves,  I  understand  you.  I  am  to  be  treated  lika 
the  roval  coin,  mark(d  with  the  ensign  of  the  Rump 
to  make  it  puss  curn'iit,  althoiii^h  I  am  too  old  to  hava 
the  royal  insignia  grindwi  oil"  from  me.  Kinsman,  I 
will  have  noiu-  of  this.  I  have  live<l  at  the  lodge  too 
long;  and  let  me  tell  you,  1  had  left  it  in  scorn  long 
^ince,  bi!t  for  the  ordi-rs  of  one  whom  I  may  yet  live 
todoservieeto.  I  wdl  take  nothing  from  the  usurpeHL 
be  their  name  Rump  or  Oomweir— be  they  one  devil 
er  legion— I  will  not  trike  from  them  an  old  cap  in 
cover  my  gray  hairs— a  <Tist  clook  to  protect  my  fraU 
hinbs  from  the  cold.  Tluy  shall  not  say  they  havak 
by  their  unwilling  iHxinty,  made  Abraham  rich— I  wiU 
live,  ns  I  will  di«',  the  Loynl  I^-." 

"  May  I  hop<  yoii  viill  think  of  it,  sir;  and  that  yoh 
will,  perhaps,  eoIl^i.lering  what  slight  isitbmiasion  ■ 
abked,  give  nic  a  better  answer  ?" 
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"  Sir,  if  I  retract  my  opinion,  which  is  not  my  wont, 
you  shall  hear  of  it— And  now,  cousin,  have  you  more 
to  say  ?  We  keep  that  worthy  clergyman  in  the  outer 
room." 

"  Something  I  had  to  say —something  touching  my 
cousin  Alice."  said  Everard,  with  embarrassment; 
**  but  I  fear  that  the  prejudices  of  both  are  so  strong 
against  me" 

*•  Sir,  I  dare  turn  my  daughter  loose  to  you— I  will 

f>  join  the  good  dortor  in  dame  Joan's  apartment, 
am  not  unwilling  that  vou  should  know  that  the 
mrl  hath,  in  all  reasonable  »jrt,  the  exercise  of  her 

He  withdrew  and  left  the  cousins  together. 

Colonel  Everard  advanced  to  Alice,  and  was  about 
to  take  her  hand.  She  drew  back,  took  the  seat 
which  her  father  had  occupied,  and  pointed  out  to 
him  one  at  some  distance. 

"Are  we  then  so  much  estranged,  my  dearest 
Alice  7"  he  said. 

"  We  will  speak  of  that  presently,"  she  replied.  "  In 
the  first  plac&  let  me  ask  the  cause  of  your  visit  here 
at  so  late  an  hour." 

"You  heard,"  said  Everard,  "  what  I  stated  to  your 
father?" 

"  I  did ;  but  that  seems  to  have  been  only  part  of 
your  errand — something  there  seemed  to  be  which 
applied  particularly  to  me." 

*It  was  a  fancy— a  strange  mistake,"  answered 
Everard.  "  May  I  ask  if  you  have  bgen  abroad  this 
evening  ?" 

"  Certainly  not,"  she  replied.  "  I  have  small  tempt- 
ation to  wander  from  my  present  home,  poor  as  it 
is;  and  whilst  here,  I  have  important  duties  to  dis- 
charge. But  why  does  Colonel  Everard  ask  so  strange 
a  question?" 

Tell  me  in  turn,  why  your  cousin  Markham 
has  lost  the  name  of  frienaship  and  kindred,  and 
even  of  some  nearer  feeling,  and  then  I  will  answer 
you,  Alice." 

"  It  is  soon  answered,"  she  said.  "  When  you  drew 
your  sword  against  my  father's  cause— almost  against 
his  person— I  studied,  more  than  I  should  have  done, 
to  find  excuse  for  you.  I  knew^  that  is,  I  thought  I 
knew,  your  hijjh  feelings  of  public  duty— I  knew  the 
opinions  in  which  you  had  been  bred  up;  and  I  said,  I 
will  not  even  for  this,  cast  him  ofl— he  opposes  his 
King  because  he  is  loyal  to  his  country.  Vou  en- 
deavoured to  avert  the  great  and  concluding  tragedy 
of  the  30th  of  January;  and  it  confirmed  me  in  my 
opinion,  that  Markham  Everard  might  be  misled,  but 
could  not  be  base  or  selfish." 

"And  what  has  channed  your  opinion,  Alice?  or 
who  dare,"  said  Everard,  reddening,  "  attach  such 
cpjtheis  to  the  name  of  Markham  Everard?" 

"  I  am  no  subject,"  she  said,  "  for  exercising  your 
valour  Colonel  Everard,  nor  do  I  mean  to  oflend. 
But  you  will  find  enoujjh  of  others  who  will  avow, 
that  Colonel  Everard  w  truckling  to  the  us'irpcr 
Cromwell,  and  that  all  his  fair  pretexts  of  for- 
warding his  country's  liberties,  are  but  a  screen  for 
driving  a  ^bargain  with  the  successful  encroach  t, 
and  obtairmig  the  best  terms  he  can  for  himself  an  i 
his  family." 

"  For  myself— Never !" 

"  But  for  your  family  you  have— Yes,  I  am  well 
assured  that  you  have  pointed  out  to  the  military 
tjrrant,  the  way  in  which  he  and  his  satraps  mny  mas- 
ter the  government.  Do  you  think  my  father  or  I 
'ould  accept  an  asylum  purchased  at  the  price  of 
England's  liberty,  and  your  honour?" 

'  Gracious  Heaven,  Alice,  what  is  this?  You 
accuse  me  of  pursuing  the  very  course  which  so  lately 
had  your  approbation !" 

"  When  you  spoke  with  authority  of  your  father, 
and  recommended  our  submission  to  trie  existing 
government,  such  as  it  was,  I  own  I  thought— that 
{ny  father's  gray  head  might,  without  dishonour, 
have  remained  under  the  roof  where  it  had  so  long 
been  sheltered.  But  did  your  father  sanction  your 
becoming  the  adviser  of  yondor  ambitious  soldier 
to  a  new  course  of  innovation,  and  his  abettor  in 
the  establishment  of  a  new  s|K'cies  of  tyranny  ?— 
II  laone  thing  to  submit  to  oppreaaion,  another  to 


be  the  agent  of  tyrants— And  O,  Markham— their 
bloodhound!" 

"How!  bloodhound ?— what  mean  you?— I  own 
it  is  true  I  could  see  with  content  the  wounds  of  this 
bleeding  country  stanched,  even  at  the  expense  ot 
beholding  Cromwell,  after  his  matchless  rise,  take  a 
yet  fiirther  step  to  power— but  to  be  his  bloodhound! 
What  is  your  meaning?" 

"  It  is  false,  then  7— Ah,  I  thought  I  could  swear  it 
had  been  false!" 

"What,  in  the  name  of  God,  is  it  you  askT* 

"  It  is  false  that  you  are  engaged  to  betray  the  yoonj; 
King  of  Scotland  ?" 

"  Betray  him  I  /  betray  him,  or  any  fugitive  ?  Nf- 
ver !  I  would  he  wer»;  well  out  of  England  —I  would 
lend  him  my  aid  to  escape,  were  he  in  the  house  at 
this  instant ;  and  think  in  acting  so  I  did  his  enemies 
good  service,  by  preventing  their  soiling  themselves 
with  his  blood— but  betray  him,  never!" 

"  I  knew  it— I  was  sure  it  was  impossible.  Oh,  be 
yet  more  honest;  disengage  yourself  from  yonder, 
gloomy  and  ambitious  soldier!  Shun  him  and  his 
schemes,  which  are  formed  in  injustice,  and  can  only 
be  realized  in  yet  more  blood !" 

"  Believe  me,"  replit»d  Everard,  "  that  I  choose  the 
line  of  policy  best  befitting  the  times." 

"  Choose  that,"  she  said,  "  which  best  befits  duty, 
Markham— which  best  befits  truth  and  honour.  Do 
your  duty,  and  let  Providence  decide  the  rest.- Fare- 
well! we  tempt  iny  father's  patience  too  far— you 
know  his  temper— farewell,  Markham." 

She  extended  her  hand,  which  he  pressed  to  his 
lips,  and  left  the  apartment.  A  silent  bow  to  his 
uncle,  and  a  sign  to  Wildrake,  whom  he  found  in  the 
kitchen  of  the  cabin,  were  the  onlv  tokens  of  recog- 
nition exhibited,  and  leaving  the  hut,  he  was  sooq 
mounted,  and,  with  his  companion,  advanced  on  his 
return  to  the  Lodge. 


CHAPTER  XIV. 
Deeds  are  done  on  earth. 
Whirl!  have  Uieir  |>uni«hment  ere  the  earth  cIoMS 
U|H)n  the  perpetratora.    Be  it  the  workiaff 
Of  the  remorse-iiiirr'd  ftincf .  or  the  Yuion, 
Distinct  and  real,  of  unearthly  beinr. 
All  ages  witness,  that  t>eitiile  the  couch 
Of  the  fell  homicide  oft  stalks  Uio  fhoat 
Of  him  he  slew,  and  shows  the  shadowy  wound. 

CMrfPlsy. 

EvEBARP  had  come  to  Joceline*s  hut  as  fast  as 
horse  could  bear  him,  and  with  the  same  impetuosity 
of  purpose  as  of  speed.  He  saw  no  choice  in  the 
course  to  be  pursued,  and  felt  in  his  own  imagination 
the  strongest  right  to  direct,  and  even  reprove,  his 
cousin,  beloved  as  she  was.  on  account  of  the  aan- 
gcrous  machinations  with  which  she  appeared  to  have 
connected  herself.  He  returned  slowly,  and  in  a  very 
different  mood. 

Not  only  had  Alice,  prudent  as  beautiful,  appeared 
completely  free  from  the  weakness  of  conauct  which 
8et>nied  to  give  him  some  authoritv  over  her,  but  her 
views  of  p*>licy.  if  less  practicable,  were  so  much 
more  direct  and  noble  than  his  own,  as  led  him  to 
question  whether  he  had  not  compromised  himself 
too  rashly  \\fit\i  Cromwell,  even  although  the  state  of 
the  country  was  so  greatly  divided  and  torn  by  fac- 
tion^ that  the  promotion  of  the  General  to  the  pos- 
session of  the  executive  government  seemed  the  only 
chance  of  escaping  a  renewal  of  the  Civil  War.  The 
more  exalted  and  purer  sentiments  of  Alice  lowered 
him  in  his  own  eyes ;  and  though  unshaken  in  his 
opinion,  that  it  were  better  the  vessel  should  be  steer- 
ed hy  a  pilot  hnving  no  good  title  to  the  office,  than 
that  she  should  run  upon  the  breakers,  he  felt  that  be 
was  not  espousing  the  most  direct,  manly,  and  disin- 
terested side  of  the  question.. 

As  hn  rode  on.  immersed  in  these  unpleasant  con- 
templations, and  considerably  lessened  in  his  own 
esteem  by  what  had  happened,  Wildrake,  who  rode 
by  his  side,  and  was  no  Uriend  to  long  silence,  bq^ 
to  enter  into  conversation.  "I  have  been  thinking, 
Mark,"  said  he,  "  that  if  you  and  I  had  bc«n  call- 
ed to  the  bar— as,  by  the  by,  has  been  in  danger 
of  happening  to  me  in  more  senaea  than  one—I  aiyi 
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hod  we  become  barristers,  I  would  have  had  the  j 
better  oiled  tongue  of  the  two— the  fairer  on  of  per- 
suasion/* 

"Perhaps  so,"  replied  Everard,  "though  I  never 
heard  thee  use  any,  save  to  induce  a  usurer  to  lend 
thee  money,  or  a  tavemer  to  abate  a  reckoning." 

"And  yet  this  day,  or  rather  nis;ht,  I  could  have,  as 
I  think,  made  a  conquest  which  batfled  you." 

"Indeed ?"  said  the  Colonol,  becoming  atienlive.^ 

"Why,  look  you,"  said  Wildrake,  "it  was  a  main 
object  with  you  to  induce  Mistress  Alice  Lee— by  Hea- 
ven, she  is  an  exquisite  creature — I  approve  of  your 
taste,  Mark- 1  sny  you  desire  to  persuade  her,  and 
the  stout  old  Truinn  her  father,  to  consent  to  return 
to  the  Lodge,  and  live  there  quietly,  and  under  conni- 
vance, like  uenilefolk,  instead  of  lodfnng  in  a  hut 
hardly  fit  to  harbour  a  Tom  of  Bedlam.^' 

"Thou  art  ri^ht  y  such,  indeed,  was  a  great  part  of 
my  object  in  this  visit,"  answered  Everard. 

But,  perhaps,  you  also  expected  to  visit  there 
yo'jri»elf,  and  so  keep  watch  over  pretty  Mistress  Lee 
—eh?" 

"I  never  entertained  so  selfish  a  thought,"  said 
Everard  ;  "  and  if  this  nocturnal  disturbance  at  the 
mansion  were  explained  and  ended,  I  would  instantly 
take  my  departure." 

"  Vour  friend  Noll  would  expect  something  more 
from  you,"  said  Wildrake—"  he  would  expect,  in  case 
the  kni;?ht*8  reputation  for  loyalty  should  draw  any  of 
our  poor  exiles  and  wanderers  about  the  Lodge,  tnat 
vou  »houid  be  on  the  watch,  and  ready  to  snap  them. 
In  a  word— as  far  as  1  can  understand  his  long-winded 
spee<hea— he  would  have  Woodstock  a  trap,  your  uncle 
and  his  pretty  daughter  the  bait  of  toastin  cheese- 
craving  your  Chloc^s  pardon  for  the  comparison- you 
the  spring-fall  which  should  bar  their  escape— his 
Lordship  himself  l)eing  the  great  grimalkin  to  whom 
they  are  to  be  given  over  to  r>e  devoured." 

"Dan*d  rn)mwell  mention  this  to  thee  in  express 
trrm.<«  ?'*  said  Everard,  pulling  up  his  horse,  and  stop- 
pm:;  in  the  midst  of  the  road. 

"  Nay,  not  in  express  terms,  which  I  do  not  believe 
he  ever  used  in  his  life— you  might  as  well  expect  a 
drunken  man  to  go  straight  forward:  but  he  insi- 
nuated as  much  to  me,  and  indicated  that  you  might 
dt'St-rve  well  of  him-Gadzo— the  damnable  proposal 
^in?k»  in  my  ihroat— by  betraying  our  noble  and  right- 
ful King,  [here  ht;  pulled  off  his  hat,l  whom  God  grant 
in  health  and  wealth  long  to  reign,  as  the  worthy 
clergyman  says,  though  I  Tear  just  now  his  Majesty 
is  both  sick  and  8orr>',  and  never  a  penny  in  his  pouch 
lo  hor)t." 

"  This  tallies  with  what  Alice  hinted,"  said  Everard ; 
"but  h«»w  could  she  know  it?  didst  thou  give  her  any 
hint  of  such  a  thini;?" 

"17"  rcplicil  the  cavalier,  "I,  who  never  saw 
Mistnss  Alice  in  my  life  till  to-night,  and  then  only 
for  an  instant— zooks,  mni\  how  is  that  iH)8sible  ?" 

'"I'rue."  nplifd  Everard,  and  seeuufl  lost  in  thought. 
At  l(n;?th  he  sfKjke— "I  should  call  C^romwell  to  ac- 
count for  his  bad  opinion  of  me;  for,  even  though 
not  striously  exnressed,  but,  as  I  am  convincHi  it 
W3«.  with  the  sole  view  of  proving  you,  and  piThans 
myself,  it  was,  nevertheless,  a  misconstruction  to  be 
rei»enit'd." 

"I'll  cam*  a  cartel  for  you,  with  all  my  heart  and 
lu^ul.''  said  Wildrake;  "and  turn  out  with  his  godli- 
ne^H's  serond,  with  as  good  will  as  I  ever  drank  a 
glass  of  sack." 

"  Pshaw,"  replied  Everard,  "those  in  his  high  place 
fi:»ht  no  sinule  c(Miibat8.-;-But  tell  m»\  Rog»*r  Wild- 
niK«'j  diiht  tli«)u  thysi'lf  think  me  capable  of  the  false- 
hiMxl  and  treachery  implird  in  such  a  mtssage?" 

"II"  txt'laimerl  Wildrake. — '*  Markham  Everard, 
vou  have  U-en  my  early  friend,  my  constant  l>enffac- 
lor.  When  r'«»lcln*Hter  was  reduced,  you  saved  me 
from  the  gallows,  and  since  that  thou  hast  twentv 
tiint  s  saved  me  fn)m  starving.  But,  by  Heaven,  if  1 
thought  yon  rapahlr  of  ^wrU  villany  as  your  (Jeneral 
riM'oinme'ndrd,— byyondrr  bin*'  sky,  and  all  the  works 
of  I'n'aiion  whioh  it  bends  uv9r,  I  would  stab  you  with 
my  own  hand !" 

**  I)«ath."  nplied  EveranI,  "I should indettd deserve, 
bui  not  from  yuu,  perhaps ;— but  lurtuiiat«4y,  I  cauuot, 
Vol*  V. 


if  I  would,  be  guilty  of  the  treachery  you  would  punish. 
Know  that  I  had  this  day  secret  notice,  and  from 
Cromwell  himself,  that  the  young  man  has  escaped 
by  sea  from  Bristol." 

"Now,  God  Almighty  he  blessed,  who  protected 
him  through  so  maiiy  dangers!"  exclaimed  Wild- 
rake.-" Huzza  !— Up  "hearts,  ravaliers !— Hey  for  ca- 
valiers !— G<k1  bless  King  Charles  I— Moon  and  stars, 
catch  my  hat!" — and  he  threw  it  up  as  high  as  he 
could  into  the  air.  The  celestial  bodies  which  he  in- 
voked did  not  receive  the  pnst'nt  despatched  to  them ; 
but,  as  in  the  case  of  Sir  Henry  Lee's  scabbard,  an 
old  gnarled  oak  l»ecanie  a  si>cond  time  the  receptacle 
of  a  waif  and  stray  of  loyal  enthusiasm.  Wildrake 
looked  rather  foolish  at  the  circumstance,  and  his 
friend  took  the  opportunity  of  admonishing  him. 

"  Art  thou  not  ashamed  to  bear  thee  so  like  a  school- 
boy?" 

''  Why,"  said  Wildrake,  "  I  have  but  sent  a  Puritan's 
hat  upon  a  loval  errand.  I  laugh  to  think  how  many 
of  the  schoolboys  thou  talk'st  of  will  be  cheated  into 
climbing  the  pollanl  next  year,  expecting  to  find  the 
nest  of  some  unknown  bird  in  yonder  unmeasured 
roarjrin  of  felt." 

"  Hush  now,  for  Grod's  sake,  and  let  us  speak  cahn- 
ly,"  said  Everard.  "Charles  has  escaped,  and  I  am 
glad  of  it.  I  would  willingly  have  S(«n  him  on  his 
father's  throne  by  comixisition,  hut  not  by  the  force  of 
the  Scottish  army,  and  the  incensed  and  vengeful 

royalists" 

**  Master  Markham  Everard,"  began  the  cavalier, 

interrupting  him 

"Nay,  hush,  dear  Wildrake,"  said  Everard;  "let 
us  not  dispute  a  point  on  which  we  cannot  agree;  and 
give  me  leave  to  go  on. — I  say,  since  the  young  man 
has  escaped,  Cromwell's  offensive  and  injurious  sti- 
pulation falls  to  the  ground  ;  and  I  si>e  not  why  my 
uncle  and  his  family  should  not  again  enter  their  own 
house,  under  the  same  terms  of  connivance  as  man/ 
other  royalists.  What  may  be  incumbent  on  me  is 
different,  nor  can  I  detennine  my  course  until  I  have 
an  interview  with  the  General,  which,  as  I  think,  will 
end  in  his  confessing  that  he  threw  in  this  ofibnsive 
proposal  to  sound  us  t>oth.  It  is  much  in  his  manner ; 
for  he  is  blunt,  and  never  sees  or  feels  the  punctilious 
honour  which  the  gallants  of  the  day  stretch  to  such 
delicacv  ..     ,, 

"  ril  acquit  him  of  having  any  punctilio  about  him." 
said  Wildrake,  "either  touching  honour  or  honestjr.— 
Now,  to  come  back  to  where  we  started.— Suppoaing 
you  were  not  to  reside  in  person  at  the  Lodge,  and  to 
forbear  even  visiting  there,  unless  on  invitation,  when 
such  a  thing  can  be  brought  about,  I  tell  you  frankly. 
I  think  your  uncle  and  hisdaiighter  might  be  induced 
to  come  back  to  the  Lodge,  and  reside  there  as  usuaL 
At  least  the  clergyman,  that  worthy  old  cock,  gave 
me  to  hop*'  as  much." 

"  He  had  been  hasty  in  bestowing  his  confidence,** 
said  Everard. 

"True,"  replied  Wildrake;  "he  confided  in  meat 
once;  for  he  instantly  saw  my  regard  for  the  church. 
I  thank  Heaven  I  never  passed  a  clergyman  in  his 
canonicals  without  pulling  my  hat  on— (and  thoa 
knowest,  the  most  desperate  duel  I  ever  fought  was 
with  young  (iravless  of  the  Inner  Temple,  for  taking 
the  wall  of  thi.  ftrvirend  Dr.  Bunce)— Ah,  I  can  gain 
a  chaplain's  ear  instantly.  Gadzooks,  they  know 
whom  thev  have  to  trust  to  in  such  a  one  as  I." 

"Dost  thou  think,  then,"  said  Colonel  Everard, "or 
rather  does  this  elcrgv-man  think,  that  if  they  were 
secure  of  intru.>«ion  from  me,  the  family  would  return 
to  the  Lodge^  supposing  ilu>  intruding  commissioners 
gone,  and  this  nocturnal  disturbance  explained  and 
emlciir' 

"  The  old  Knight,"  answered  Wildrake,  "  may  be 
wrought  upon  by  the  DtKJior  to  return,  if  he  is  secure 
against  intrusion.  As  for  disturbances,  the  stout  old 
i)oy,  so  far  as  I  can  learn  in  two  minutes'  conversa- 
tion, laughs  at  all  this  turmoil  as  the  work  of  mere 
imagination,  the  consequmee  of  the  remorse  of  their 
own  evil  conscieiiees ;  and  says  that  miblin  or  dt^vil 
I  was  never  heard  of  at  Woodstock,  until  it  l)ecame  the 
residence  of  such  men  as  they,  who  have  now  usurped 
1  the  possession." 
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"There  is  more  fhnn  imagination  in  it,"  said  Rtc- 
nrd.  "  I  have  pj^rsonal  reaHon  to  know  thero  is  some 
conspiracy  carryiiiK  on,  to  render  the  house  untenable 
by  the  Commissioners.  I  acquit  my  uncle  of  acces- 
sion to  such  a  silly  trick  ;  but  I  must  see  it  ended  ore 
I  can  agree  to  Ins  ami  my  cousin's  residing  where 
wch  a  confederacy  exists;  for  they  are  likely  to  ho 
considered  as  the  contrivers  of  sucn  pranks,  be  the 
•  actual  agent  who  he  may.*' 

"With  reverence  to  your  better  acquaintance  with 
the  ffentlemnn,  Kverard,  I  should  rather  sus|K>ct  the 
old  father  of  Puritans  (I  beg  your  pardon  again)  has 
something  to  do  with  the  business ;  and  if  so,  Lucifer 
will  never  look  near  the  true  old  Knight's  tteard,  nor 
mbidc  a  glance  of  yonder  maiden's  innocent  bluu  eyes. 
I  will  uphold  them  as  safe  as  pure  gold  in  a  miser's 
chest." 

"Sawest  thou  aught  thyself,  which  makes  thee  think 
thus?" 

"  Not  a  quill  of  the  devil's  pinion  saw  T,"  replio<l 
Wildrake.  He  supposes  himself  too  secure  of  an  old 
cavalier,  who  must  steal,  hang,  or  drown,  in  the  long 
run,  so  ne  gives  himself  no  trouble  to  look  after  the 
assured  booty.  But  1  heard  the  S(!r\nng-ft*llows  prate 
of  what  they  had  seen  and  heard ;  and  though  their 
tales  were  confused  enough,  yet  if  there  wns  atiy  tnith 
among  them  at  all,  I  should  say  the  devil  must  have 
been  in  the  dance.— But,  halloo !  here  comes  some 
one  upon  us.— Stand,  friend— who  art  thou?" 

"A  poor  daylabourer  in  the  great  work  of  Eng- 
land—Joseph Tomkins  by  name— Secretary  to  a  godly 
and  well-endowed  leader  in  this  poor  Christian  army 
of  England,  calM  General  Harrison." 

"What  news.  Master  Tomkins?"  said  Everard ; 
•*and  why  are  you  on  the  road  at  this  late  hour?" 

"I  speak  to  the  worthy  Colonel  Everard,  as  I 
judge?"  said  Tomkins;  and  truly  1  am  glad  of 
meeting  your  honour.  Heaven  knows,  I  need  such 
assistance  as  yours.— Oh,  worthy  Master  Everard! 
—Here  has  been  a  sounding  of  trumpets,  and  a  break- 
ing of  vials,  and  a  pouring  forth,  and" 

Prithee,  tell  me,  in  brief,  what  is  the  matter- 
where  is  thy  master— and,  in  a  word,  what  has  hap- 
pened ?" 

"  My  master  is  cIor«  by,  parading  it  in  the  little 
meadow,  beside  the  huaoous  oak,  which  is  called  by 
the  name  of  the  late  Man ;  ride  but  two  steps  for- 
ward, and  you  may  see  him  walking  swiftly  to  and 
fto,  advancing  all  the  while  the  naked  weapon." 

Upon  procee<iing  a*<  dire<'led,  but  with  as  little  noise 
as  possible,  they  de^jerierl  a  man,  wiiom  of  course 
they  concluded  must  be  Harrison,  walking  to  and  fro 
beneath  the  King's  o.ik,  as  a  sentinel  under  arms,  but 
with  more  wildness  o(  demeanour.  The  tramp  of  the 
horses  diil  not  escape  his  ear ;  and  they  lieanl  him  c  ill 
out,  as  if  at  the  heat!  of  the  brigade — "Lower  pikes 
against  ravalry !— liere  comes  Prince  Rupert— Stand 
fast,  and  you  siiall  turn  them  aside,  as  a  bull  would 
toss  a  cur-dog.  -Lower  your  pikes  still,  my  hearts, 
the  enri  secured  against  your  foot — down  on  your 
right  knee,  front  rank— spare  not  for  the  spoiling  of 
your  blue  aprons.— Ha— Zerobabel— ay.  that  is  the 
word !" 

"In  the  name  of  Heaven,  about  whom  or  what  is 
lietalkms?"  said  Ever.ml;  "wherefore  does  he  go 
about  with  his  wea[)on  drawn  ?" 

"Truly,  .««ir,  when  au-^ht  disturbs  my  master  Gene- 
ral Harrison,  hn  is  somvthing  ript  in  the  spirit,  and 
<X)nc<Mves  that  h'>  is  couimnnding  a  re.«erve  of  pikes 
at  the  great  battle  of  Vninaeddon— and  for  his  wea- 
pon, alaek,  worthy  .«ir,  wherefore  should  he  keep 
Sheflield  steel  in  calves'  leather,  when  there  are  fiends 
to  be  combatwJ— incarnate  fiends  on  earth,  and 
raginix  inl'r^rnal  fiends  uiid»>r  the  eartlr?' 

'This  is  intoI'Tahle,"  said  Everard.  "Listen  to 
me,  Tomkins.  Thou  art  not  now  in  the  pulpit,  and 
I  desire  none  of  ihy  pn»aching  latiaunge.  I  know 
thou  canst  B|»cakiiiiellit;ihiy  when  tho'.i  an  so  minded. 

gLemcmher,  1  may  serve  or  harm  thee;  and  as  you 
ope  or  fear  any  thing  on  my  part,  answer  strariht- 
Jbrward— W^hai  has  hnpof-ned  to  drive  out  thy  mas- 
ter to  thfi  wild  wood  at  this  time  of  ni^ht  7" 

"Forsooth,  woiihv  arjd  honour»'d  sir,  I  will  speak 
wiih  the  precision  I  may.    True  ii  is,  and  of  verily,  | 


that  the  breath  of  man,  which  10  in  hia  Doatnifli  goelk 

forth  and  reiurneth" 

"Hark  you,  nir,"  said  Colonel  Everard,  "takecaie 
when*  you  ramble  in  your  correspondence  with  me. 
Vou  have  heard  how  at  the  great  battle  of  Dunbar  la 
Scotland,  the  General  himself  held  a  pistol  to  the 
head  orLimtenant  Hewcreed,  threatening  to  shoot 
him  through  the  brain  if  he  did  not  give  up  holding 
forth,  and  put  his  gqua(h-on  in  line  to  the  front.  Taka 
can\  sir."  ... 

"  Verily,  the  lieutenant  then  charged  with  an  cveq 
and  unbroken  order,"  said  Tomkina,  **nnd  bore  a 
thousand  phiids  and  bonnets  over  the  beach  before 
him  into  the  sea.  Neither  shall  I  pretermit  or  post- 
pone your  honour's  commands,  but  speedily  obey 
them,  and  that  without  delay." 

•'  Go  to,  fellow ;  thou  knowest  what  I  would  hivCv" 
said  Everard ;  "  speak  at  once— I  know  thou  canst  if 
thou  wilt.  Trusty  Tomkins  is  better  known  than  ha 
thinks  for." 

"  Worthy  sir."  said  Tomkins,  in  a  much  less  pen- 
phrasiic  style,  *'  I  will  obey  your  worsliip  as  far  as  ths 
spirit  will  permit  Tnily  it  was  not  an  hour  ainr«^ 
when  mv  worshipful  master  being  at  table  with  Mas- 
ter Bibbet  and  myself,  not  to  mention  the  worslnpfid 
Master  Bletson  and  Colonel  Desborough,  and  liehold 
there  was  a  violent  knocking  at  the  gate,  as  of  one 
in  haste.  Now,  of  a  certainty,  so  much  had  our 
household  been  harassed  with  witches  and  sptriti^ 
and  other  objects  of  sound  and  sight,  that  the  sen- 
tinels could  not  be  brought  to  abide  upon  their  posts 
without  doors,  and  it  was  only  by  provision  of  beef 
and  strong  liquors  that  we  were  able  to  maitttain  a 
guard  of  three  men  in  the  hall,  who  nevertheless  ven- 
tured not  to  open  the  door,  test  they  should  be  sur- 
prised with  some  of  the  goblins  wherewith  their 
imaginations  wert*  overwhelmed.  And  they  heard 
the  knocking,  which  increas«>d  until  it  seemed  that 
the  d(X>r  was  well  nigh  about  to  be  btraten  down. 
Worthy  Master  Bibbet  was  a  Uttle  overcome  with 
liquor,  (as  is  his  fashion,  good  mati.  about  this  time  of 
the  evening,)  not  that  he  is  in  the  least  given  toebrie- 
ty,  but  simply,  that  since  the  Scottish  campaign  ba 
hath  had  a  peri>etual  ague,  which  obliges  him  so  to 
nourish  his  frame  against  the  damps  uf  the  night; 
wher(>fore,  as  it  is  well  known  to  your  honour  that  I 
discharge  the  office  of  a  faithful  8t>rvaiit,  as  well  to 
Major- (general  Harrison,  and  the  other  commisioa- 
ers,  as  to  my  just  and  lawful  master,  Colonel  Desbo- 

rougii" 

"  I  know  all  that.— And  now  that  thou  art  trusted 
by  both.  I  prav  to  heaven  thou  mayst  merit  the  trust," 
said  Colonel  Everard. 

"And  devoutly  do  I  pray,"  said  Tomkins>  "that 
your  worshii)fiil  prayers  may  be  answerttl  with  fi- 
vour;  for  certainly  to  be,  and  to  be  called  and  en- 
tidetl.  Honest  Jih\  and  trustv  Tomkins,  is  to  ine 
more  than  ever  would  be  an  {•Uirl's  title,  were  such 
things  to  be  granted  anew  in  this  regenerated  govern- 
ment." 

"Well,  CO  on— go  on— or  if  thou  dnIlieAt  much 
longer,  I  will  make  bold  to  dispute  the  article  of  your 
honesty.  I  like  short  tales,  sir^  and  doubt  what  is 
told  with  a  hmg  unnecessary  tram  of  wonis." 

"  Well,  good  sir,  be  not  hasty.  As  I  said  before,  the 
doors  rattled  till  vou  would  have  thought  the  kiiork- 
in.T  was  rt;iterHteu  in  every  n»om  of  the  Palace.  The 
bell  ning  out  for  company,  though  wc  could  not  find 
that  any  one  tolled  the  clapper,  and  the  guards  letoif 
their  firelocks,  menly  because  they  knew  not  what 
better  to  do.  So,  Master  Bibl>et  being  »s  I  s-tid,  un- 
susceptible of  his  duty,  I  went  down  with  my  poor 
rapier  to  the  door,  and  demanded  who  was  there; 
and  1  was  answered  in  a  voice  which,  I  must  say, 
was  mueh  like  another  voice,  that  it  was  one  wanting 
Mnjor-Genenil  Harrison.  So,  as  it  was  then  late, 
I  answereii  mildly,  tint  General  Harrisim  was  l)e- 
taking  himself  to  his  rest,  and  that  any  who  wij^htd 
to  speak  to  him  must  return  on  the  morrow  morning 
for  that  after  nightfall  the  door  of  the  Palace,  being 
in  the  room  of  a  uarrison,  would  be  opened  to  noone. 
So  the  voice  rpplietl,  and  bid  me  open  din*ctly,  with- 
out which  he  would  blow  the  folding  leaves  of  the 
door  into  tho  middle  of  the  hall.    And  tharcwiihW 
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the  noise  recommenced,  that  we  thought  the  house 
would  have  fallen ;  and  I  was  in  some  measure  con- 
strained ro  open  ihc  door,  even  like  a  besieged  garri- 
son which  can  hold  out  no  longer." 

*'  By  my  honour,  and  it  was  stoutly  done  of  you,  I 
must  say  "  said  Wildrake^  who  had  been  listening 
with  much  interest.  "I  am  a  bold  dare-devil  enough, 
yet  when  I  had  two  inches  of  oak  plank  between  the 
actual  fiend  and  me,  hang  him  that  would  demolish 
the  barrier  between  us  say  I— I  would  as  soon,  when 
nbi^nrd,  bore  a  hole  in  the  ship,  and  let  in  the  waves ; 
for  you  know  we  always  compare  the  devil  to  the  deep 
■en.^' 

"Pnihee,  peace,  Wildrake,"  said  Everard.  "and 
let  him  go  on  with  his  history.— Well,  and  what 
•aw'st  thou  when  the  door  was  opened?— the  great 
Devil  with  his  horns  and  claws  thou  wilt  say,  no 
doubt." 

**No,  sir,  I  will  say  nothing  but  what  is  true.  When 
I  undid  the  door,  one  man  stood  there,  and  he,  to 
seeming,  a  man  of  no  extraordinary  appearance.  He 
was  wrapped  in  a  taffeta  cloak,  of  a  scarlet  colour, 
and  with  a  red  lining.  He  seemed  as  if  he  might 
have  been  in  his  time  a  very  handsome  man,  hut 
there  was  sometiiing  of  paleness  and  sorrow  in  his 
face— a  long  love-lock  and  long  hair  he  wore,  even 
after  the  abomination  of  the  cavaliers,  and  the  un- 
loveliness,  as  learned  Master  Prynne  well  termed  it, 
of  love- locks— a  jewel  in  his  ear— a  blue  scarf  over 
his  shoulder,  like  a  military  commander  for  the  King, 
and  a  hat  with  a  white  plume,  bearing  a  peculiar  hat- 
band." 

**  Some  unhappy  officer  of  cavaliers,  of  whom  so 
many  are  in  hiding,  and  seeking  shelter  through  the 
country,"  briefly  replied  F.verard. 

"True,  worthy  sir— ri^ht  as  a  judicious  exposition. 
Hut  there  was  soinethin?  about  this  man  (if  he  was  a 
man)  whom  I,  for  one,  could  not  look  upon  without 
trernbiin^;  nor  the  musketeers  who  were  in  the  hall,  I 
without  betraying  much  alarm,  and  swallowing,  as 
thev  themselves  will  aver,  the  very  bullets  which  they 
had  in  their  mouths  for  loading  their  carabines  and 
muskets.  Nnv,  the  wolf  and  deer-dogs,  that  are  the 
fi«?rcest  of  their  kind,  fled  from  this  visiter,  and  crept 
into  holes  and  comers,  moaning  and  wailing  in  a 
low  and  bri>ken  tone.  He  came  into  the  middle  of 
the  hnli,  and  still  he  seemed  no  more  than  an  ordi- 
narv  ni<m,  only  somewhat  fantastically  dres.sed,  in  a 
doublet  ofblnck  velvet  pinked  upon  scarlet  satin  under 
his  cloak,  a  jewel  in  his  ear,  with  large  roses  in  hii; 
■ho.>!<,  and  a  kerchief  in  his  hand,  which  he  some- 
tini'  A  prvaacd  .nsrninFt  his  left  side." 

"(Tncious  Heaven!"  said  Wildrake,  corning  close 
jp  to  Kvtrsird,  an<l  whipperingin  his  ear,  with  accent.s 
whicli  terror  rtiidrred  tn^mulous,  (a  mood  of  mind 
iiio.st  unuMiial  to  the  during  man,  who  setjmed  now 
ovrponie  by  it)— "it  must  have  been  poor  Dick  Rtibi- 
Mu  the  i»Iayer,  in  the  very  dress  in  which  I  have  seen 
him  play  Ph.lnster— ay,  and  drunk  a  jolly  Iwltle  with 
him  after  it  at  the  Mi-rrnaid  !  I  remember  how  many 
froii<-««  we  had  logahcr,  and  all  his  little  fantastic 
fnshions.  He  scrvfd  for  his  old  master,  Charles,  in 
Moiiun's  troop,  and  wus  murderwl  by  this  butcher's- 
j«>2,  ii^  I  hav»^  hexird,  after  surrender,  at  the  battle  of 
iXHM'by.fioM." 

*'IIupli!  I  have  heard  of  the  deed,"  said  Everard; 
"  .0»r  CiixIh  sake  hear  the  man  to  an  end.— Did  this 
visit. T  sprak  to  ihe^j.  mv  friend  ?"  j 

'*  V»«,  ST,  in  a  pleasing  tone  of  voice,  but  some- 
w'h:«t  fuiiciful  in  thi!  articulation,  and  like  one  who' 
in  «p;:ikiM:;  to  an  audience  as  from  a  bar  or  a  pulpit, 
iiJor»  ihan  in  ih »  voice  of  ordinary  men  on  ordi- 
riarv  matters.     He   desired  to   st'C  Major-General  ■ 
H;»rri.*)n."  j 

"  II«'  (lid !— and  yon,"  said  Everard,  infected  by  the  \ 
spirit  «;f  llu'  tinw,  whicli,  as  is  well  known,  le;aned  to 
rnvliiitv  n|)!>ii  all  matters  of  supernatural  agency,— 
"  wh'iidid  you  do'V^ 

"I  woMt  up  to  iho  parlour,  and  r«'!att>d  that  such  a 
;>erson  inquired  fr)r  hini.  He  started  when  I  told  him, 
ind  eagerly  liesired  to  know  the  man's  dress;  but  no 
fio<>iif>r  did  I  mention  his  dress,  and  the  jewel  in  his  , 
Bsir,  than  he  {*ai(l.  '  Hegone!  tell  him  I  wdl  nut  admit 
hiui  to  i»pcticb  of  me.    Sav  that  I  defy  him,  and  will  [ 


j  make  my  defiance  good  at  the  great  battle  in  the 
I  valley  of  Armageddon,  when  the  voice  of  the  angel 
;  shall  call  all  fowls  which  fly  under  the  face  of  hea- 

I  ven  to  feed  on  the  flesh  of  the  captain  and  the  soldier, 
,  the  war-horse  and  his  rider.    Say  to  the  Evil  One^ 

I I  have  power  to  appeal  our  conflict  even  till  that  daVi 
:  and,  that  in  the  front  of  that  fearful  day  he  will 
I  again  meet  with  Harrison.'    I  went  back  with  this 

answer  to  the  stranger,  and  his  face  was  writhed  ^ 
into  such  a  deadly  frown  as  a  mere  human  brow 
■  hath  seldom  worn.  'Return  to  him,'  he  said,  *and 
say  it  is  my  hol's;  and  that  if  he  come  not  inf«tantly 
down  to  speak  with  me,  I  will  mount  the  stairs  to 
him.  Say  that  I  command  him  to  descend,  by  thb 
token,  that,  on  the  field  of  Naseby,  he  did  not  thetcork 
ntpU  gently.^ " 

"I  have  heard,"  whispered  Wildrake,— who  felt 
more  and  more  stmngly  the  contagion  of  superstition, 
"that  these  words  were  blasphemously  used  by  Har- 
rison when  he  shot  my  poor  friend  Dick." 

*'  What  happened  next  7"  said  Everard.  **  See  that 
thou  speakest  the  truth !" 

"  As  gospi^l  unexpounded  by  a  steeple-man,"  said 
the  independent;  "yet  truly  it  is  but  little  I  have  to 
say.  I  saw  my  master  come  down,  with  a  blank,  yet 
resolved  air;  and  when  he  entered  the  hall  and 
saw  the  stranger,  he  made  a  pause.  The  other 
waved  on  him  as  if  to  follow,  and  walked  out  at  the 
portal.  My  worthy  patron  seemed  as  if  he  were 
ab)ut  to  follow,  yet  again  paused,  when  this  vfaitant, 
be  he  man  or  fiend,  re-entered,  and  said,  *  Obey  thy 
doom. 

Bf  iMthleM  march,  bv  irreenwood  tree, 
It  i*  thy  weird  lo  follow  mo— 
To  follow  tn«  through  tMo  ^hnntljr  moonlirbt— 
To  follow  me  IhrourM  the  tihadowtof  nii^ht— 
To  follow  me.  comrade,  utill  art  thou  bound  ; 
I  conjure  thee  by  the  uniiiannhed  wound— 
I  I  conjure  thee  by  the  ln*t  wordi:  I  ^i>oke, 

I  When  the  body  slept  and  the  spirit  awoke. 

In  the  very  last  i>anfs  of  tlie  deadly  stroke  I* 

So  saying,  he  stalked  out.  and  my  master  followed 
him  into  the  wood.— I  followed  also  at  a  distance. 
But  when  I  came  uf>,  my  master  was  alone,  and  bear- 
ing him.<H;lf  as  you  now  behold  him." 

Thou  bast  had  a  wonderful  memory,  friend,"  said 
the  Colonel,  coldly,  "  to  remember  these  rhymes  in  a 
single  recitation— there  seems  something  of  practice 
in  all  this." 

"  A  single  recitation,  my  honoured  sir  ?"  exclaimed 
the  Independent,— "alack,  the  rhvme  is  seldom  out 
of  my  poor  master's  rnoiith,  when,  as  sometimes 
haps,  he  is  less  triumphant  in  his  wrestles  with  Satan. 
But  It  was  the  first  time  I  ever  heard  it  uttered  by 
another;  and,  to  say  truth,  he  ever  seems  to  repeat 
it  unwiUingly,  as  a  child  after  his  pedagogue,  and  as 
it  was  not  indited  by  his  own  hcaid,  as  the  Psalmist 
saith." 

"  It  is  singular,"  soid  Everard  ;— "I  have  hoard  and 
read  that  the  spirits  of  the  slaughtered  have  fitrang[8 
power  over  the  slayer;  but  I  am  astonished  to  have  it 
insisted  upon  that  there  may  l)e  truth  in  such  tales.— 
Roger  Wildrake— what  art  thou  afraid  of,  man 7— 
whv  'lost  thou  shift  thy  place  thus?" 

"Fear?  it  is  not  fear— it  is  hate,  deadly  ba(e.—Ii>e6 
the  munlercr  of  poor  Dick  before  me,  and— see,  ne 
throws  himself  into  a  postureof  fence—  Sa-sa-say'sl 
thou,  brood  of  a  biitcher'B  niastifl'7  thou  shalt  not 
want  an  antagonist." 

Ere  any  one  could  stop  him,  Wildrake  threw  aside 
his  cloak,  drew  his  sword,  and  almost  with  a  single 
bound  cleared  the  distance  betwixt  him  and  HarrI 
son,  and  crosstnl  swords  with  the  latter,  as  he  stood 
brandishing  his  weapon,  as  if  in  immediate  expecta- 
tion of  an  assailant.  Accordingly,  the  Republican 
General  was  not  for  an  instant  taken  at  unawan^s 
but  the  moment  the  swords  clashed,  he  shouttnl,  "Ha  I 
I  fe-l  thee  now,  thou  hast  come  in  bodv  at  last.— 
Welcome !— welcome!— the  sword  of  the  Lord  and  ol 
Gid.H)n !" 

"  Part  them,  part  them,"  critnl  Everard,  as  bo 
and  Tornkin/*,  at  first  astonished  at  the  suddenm^ss  o( 
the  aflray,  hastened  to  interfere.  Kverurd,  seizing 
on  thi>  cavalier,  drew  him  forcibly  backward?,  ana 
Tomkins  coutnxed,  wit;:  ri&k  and  difficulty,  to  mas- 
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ter  Harn8on*8  sword,  while  tne  General  cxrlaimed. 
"  Ha !  two  to  one— two  to  one !— thus  fitjlit  deniona.' 
Wildrake,  on  his  side,  swore  a  dreadful  oath,  and 
addetl,  *'  Markham,  you  have  cancelled  every  obli> 

S a  lion  I  owed  you— thoy  are  all  out  of  sight— gone, 
-nmc!" 

"  You  have  indeed  ac(^uilted  these  obligations  rare- 
ly," said  Everard.  "Who  knows  how  this  affair 
•hall  be  explained  and  answered 7" 

"  I  will  unsiwer  it  with  my  life,"  said  Wildrake. 

"  Good  now,  be  silent,"  said  Tompkins,  "  end  let 
me  nianaije.  It  shall  be  so  ordered  ihat  the  good 
General  shall  never  know  that  he  bath  encountered 
with  a  mortal  man ;  only  let  that  man  of  Moab  put 
his  sword  into  the  scabbard's  rest,  and  be  still." 

"Wildrake,  let  me  entreat  thee  to  sheath  thy 
•word,"  said  Everard,  "  else,  on  my  life,  thou  must 
turn  it  against  me." 

"No,  fore  (ieorge,  not  so  mad  as  that  neither,  but 
ril  have  another  day  with  him." 

"Thou,  another  day!"  exclaimed  Harrison,  whose 
eye  had  still  remained  fixed  on  the  spot  wner**  he 
found  such  palpable  resistance.  "  Yes,  I  know  thee 
well;  day  by  day,  week  by  week,  thou  makest  the 
same  idle  request,  for  thou  knowest  that  my  heart 
fiuivers  at  thy  voice. — But  my  hand  trenibles  not 
when  oppOHea  to  thine— the  spirit  is  willing  to  the 
combat,  if  the  ficsh  be  weak  when  opposed  to  that 
which  is  not  of  the  flesh." 

"Now,  peace  all,  for  Heaven's  sake/' — said  the 
■tewanl  Tomkins ;  then  added,  addressing  his  mas- 
ter. "  there  is  no  one  here,  if  it  please  your  Ex- 
cellence, but  Tomkins  and  the  worthy  Colonel  Eve- 
ranl." 

Gt^neral  Harrison,  as  sometimes  happens  in  cases 
of  partial  insanity,  (that  is,  supposing  his  to  have 
been  a  case  of  mental  delusion,)  though  firmly  and 
tmtirely  persuaded  of  the  truth  of  his  own  visions, 
yet  was  not  willing  to  speak  on  the  subject  to  those 
who,  he  knew,  would  ri'-gard  them  as  imaginary. 
Upon  this  occasion,  he  assumed  the  appearance  of 
perfect  ease  and  composure,  after  the  violent  agi- 
tation he  had  just  manifested,  in  a  manner  which 
showed  how  anxious  he  was  to  disguise  his  real  feel- 
ings froin  Everard,  whom  he  considered  as  unlikely 
to  participate  them. 

He  saluted  the  Colonel  with  profound  ceremony, 
and  talked  of  the  fineness  of  the  evening,  which  had 
summoned  him  forth  of  the  Lodge,  to  take  a  turn  in 
the  Park,  and  enjoy  the  favourable  weather.  He  then 
took  Everard  by  the  arm,  and  walked  back  with  him 
towards  the  Lodge,  Wildrake  and  Tomkins  following 
close  behind  and  leading  the  horses.  Everard,  de- 
sirous to  gain  some  li<ht  on  these  mysterious  inci- 
dents, enduavourfd  to  come  on  the  subject  more  than 
once,  by  a  nuxie  of  inierroi^ation,  which  Harrison 
(for  madmen  are  very  often  unwilling  io  enter  on  the 
subject  of  th(?ir  mental  delusion)  parried  with  some 
skill,  or  addressed  himself  for  aid  to  his  steward 
Tomkins,  who  was  in  the  habit  of  being  voucher  for 
his  master  upon  all  occasions,  which  led  to  Desbo- 
rough's  ingenious  nickname  of  Fibbet. 

"  And  wherefore  had  vou  your  sword  drawn,  my 
worthy  General,"  said  fcvcrard,  "  when  you  were 
only  on  an  evening  walk  of  pleasure  ?" 

Truly,  excellent  Colonel,  these  are  times  when 
men  must  watch  with  their  loins  girded,  and  their 
lights  burning,  and  their  weapons  drawn.  The  day 
draweth  nigh,  believe  me  or  not  as  you  will,  that 
men  must  watch  lest  they  be  found  naked  and  un- 
armed, when  the  seven  irumrieis  shall  sound,  Boot 
and  saddle ;  and  the  pipes  oj^  Jezer  shall  strike  up, 
Horse  and  away." 

"  True,  good  General ;  but  methought  I  saw  you 
n.aking  passes  even  now  as  if  you  were  fighting?" 
aaid  Everard. 

"  I  am  of  a  strange  fantasy,  friend  Everard,"  an- 
swerefl  Harrison  ;  and  whe[i  1  walk  alone,  and  hap- 
pen as  but  now,  to  have  mv  weapon  drawn,  I  some- 
times, for  exercise'  sake,  will  practise  a  thrust  against 
such  a  tree  as  that.  It  is  a  silly  pride  men  have  in 
the  use  of  weapons.  I  have  been  accounted  a  master 
at  feac^.  and  have  fought  prizes  when  I  was  unrege- 


nerated,  and  before  I  was  called  to  do  my  jian  in  the 
great  work,  entering  as  a  trooper  into  our  vici«.>riou8 
General's  first  rcximent  of  horse." 

"  But  methought  "  said  Everard,  *' I  beard  a  wca|x>Q 
clash  with  yours? 

"  How  ?  a  weapon  clash  with  my  sword  ?— How 
could  that  be,  Tompkins  ?" 

"  Tnily,  sir,"  said  Tomkins,  "  it  must  have  been  a 
bough  at  the  tree ;  they  have  them  of  all  kinds  here. 
and  your  honour  may  have  pushed  against  one  d 
them,  which  the  Brazilians  call  iron-wo<xJ,  ablockoi 
which,  being  stnick  with  a  hammer,  saith  Purchasio 
his  Pilgrimage,  ringeth  like  an  anvil.'" 

"  Truly,  it  may  be  so,"  said  Harrison ;  "  for  those 
rulers  who  are  gone,  assembled  in  this  their  abode  oi 
pleasure  many  strange  trees  and  plants,  thouirh  they 
gathered  not  of  the  fruit  of  that  tree  which  l»earein 
twelve  manner  of  fruits,  or  of  those  leaves  which  are 
for  the  healing  of  the  nations." 

Everard  pursued  his  investigation;  for  he  wu 
struck  with  the  manner  in  which  Harrison  evaded 
his  questions,  and  the  dexterity  with  which  he  threw 
his  transcendental  and  fanatical  notions,  like  a  sort 
of  veil,  over  the  darker  visions  excited  by  reniorss 
and  conscious  guilt. 

"  But,"  said  he,  "  if  I  may  trust  my  eyes  and  ears, 
I  cannot  but  still  think  that  you  had  a  real  antagonist 
—Nay,  I  am  sure  I  saw  a  fellow,  in  a  dark-coloured 
jerkin,  retreat  through  the  wood." 

"  Did  you  ?"  said  Harrison,  with  a  tone  of  surprtsa 
while  his  voice  faltered  in  spite  of  him— "Who  could 
he  be?— Tomkins,  did  you  sen  the  fellow  Colonel 
Everard  talks  of  with  the  napkin  in  his  hand— the 
bloody  napkin  which  he  always  pressed  to  his  side?" 

This  last  expression,  in  which  Harrisi^n  gave  a 
markdiflerent  Irom  that  which  Everard  hod  as.<*igned, 
but  corresponding  to  Tomkins's  orij^inul  description 
of  the  sup(>ose<l  spectre,  had  more  etitct  on  Everard 
in  coiifinning  the  stewanl's  stor>',  than  any  thine  he 
had  witnessed  or  heard.  The  voucher  answered  the 
draft  upon  him  as  promptly  as  usual,  that  he  had  st^en 
such  a  fellow  glide  past  ihem  into  the  thicket— that 
he  dared  to  say  he  was  some  deer-8tealer,  for  he  bad 
heard  they  were  become  very  audacious. 

"  Look  >;c  there  now,  Maslttr  Everanl,"  said  Harri- 
son, hurrying  from  the  subject—"  Is  it  not  time  now 
that  we  should  lay  aside  our  controversies,  and  join 
hand  in  hand  to  repairing  the  breaches  of  our  Zion? 
Happy  and  contented  were  I,  my  excellent  friend,  to 
be  a  treader  of  mortar,  or  a  bearer  of  a  hod,  upon  this 
occasion,  under  our  great  leader,  with  whom  Provi- 
dence has  gone  forth  in  this  great  national  contro- 
versy ;  and  tnily,  so  devoutiv  do  I  hold  by  our  exct  1- 
lent  and  victorious  General  Oliver,  whom  Heaven 
long  preserve— that  were  he  to  command  me,  I  should 
not  scruple  to  pluck  forth  of  his  high  place  the  men 
whom  they  call  Speaker,  even  as  I  lent  a  (loor  hand 
to  pluck  down  the  man  whom  they  called  King.— 
Wherefore,  as  I  know  your  judgment  holdeth  with 
mine  on  this  matter,  let  me  urge  unto  you  lovinsily, 
that  we  may  act  as  brethren,  and  build  up'ihe  brexiches, 
and  re-establish  the  bulwarks  of  our  English  Ziuo. 
whereby  we  shall  be  doubtless  chosen  as  pillars  ana 
buttresses,  under  our  excellent  I^ord  Greneral,  for  sup- 
porting and  sustaining  the  same,  and  endowoi  with 
proper  revenues  and  incomes,  both  spiritual  and  tem- 
poral, to  serve  as  a  pedestal,  on  which  we  may  stand, 
seeing  that  otherwise  our  foundation  will  he  on  the 
loose  sand.— Nevertheless,"  continued  he,  his  mind 
again  diverging  from  his  views  of  temporal  ambitiua 
into  his  visions  of  the  Fifth  Monarchy,  "  these  things 
are  but  vanity  in  respect  of  the  opening  of  tlie  book 
which  is  sealed ;  for  all  thinjjs  appiuach  speedily 
towards  lightning  and  thundenng,  and  unloosing  of 
the  great  dragon  Ifrom  the  bottomless  pit,  wherein  be 
is  choined." 

With  this  mingled  strain  of  earthly  i>olitica.  tod 
fanatical  prediction,  Harrison  so  overpowered  Colonel 
Everard,  as  to  leave  him  no  time  to  urge  him  farther 
on  the  particular  circumstances  of  his  nocturnal  skir- 
mish, concerning  which  it  is  plain  he  had  no  deare 
to  be  interrogated.  They  now  reached  thoLodgecr 
Woodstock. 
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Now  the  wBKted  brands  do  flow, 

While  the  «creech-owl.  tumntling  loudt 
Puti  the  wretch  that  lien  in  wo, 

In  reincmbrance  or  o  Hhroud. 
Now  it  iii  the  time  of  night 

That  the  sraven,  all  jfapinf  wide, 
Every  one  leiN  out  il»  sprite. 

In  the  church-way  patlm  to  riide. 

Mid-iummr  Stght's  Dnam. 

Bbfoiie  the  pate  of  the  pnlace  the  guards  were 
ow  doubkxl.  Everard  demanded  the  reason  of  this 
■om  the  corporal,  whom  he  found  in  the  hall  with 
is  soldiers,  sitting  or  sleeping  around  a  great  fire, 
mintained  at  the  expense  of  thp  carved  chairs  and 
enchea,  with  fragments  of  which  it  was  furnished. 
"Why,  verily,"  answered  the  man.  "the  corjts-de 
'ardc^  as  your  worship  says,  will  nc  harassed  to 
tieces  by  such  duty;  nevertheless,  fear  halh  gone 
ibroad  among  us,  and  no  man  will  mount  guard 
done.  We  have  drawn  in,  however,  one  or  two  of 
►ur  outposts  from  Banbury  and  elsewhera  and  we 
ire  to  have  a  relief  from  Oxford  to-morrow." 

Everard  continiuHi  minute  inquiries  cottceming  the 
lentinels  that  were  posted  within  as  well  as  without 
he  Lodge;  and  found  that,  as  they  had  been  stationfd 
indf-r  theeye  of  Harrison  himself,  the  titles  of  prudent 
discipline  had  been  exactly  observed  in  the  distribu- 
rion  of  the  posts.  There  remained  nothing  therefore 
for  Colonel  Everard  to  do,  but,  remembering  his  own 
idventureof  the  evening,  to  recommend  thai  an  a<l- 
iiti«)nal  sentinel  should  l)e  ulaced,  with  a  companion, 
if  judged  indispensable,  in  inat  vestibule,  or  anteroom, 
from  which  the  lotig  gallery  where  he  had  met  with  the 
rencontre,  and  other  suites  of  apartments,  divergwl. 
rhe  corporal  respectfully  promised  all  obedience  to 
bis  ordtrs.  The  servinir-mcn  being  called,  appeared 
also  in  double  force.  Everard  demanded  to  know 
whethtr  the  commissioric  rs  had  gone  to  bed,  or  whe- 
ther he  could  get  spt-ech  with  them  7 

"They  are  m  their  bedroom,  forsooth,"  replied  one 
Df  the  fellows;  "but  I  think  they  be  not  yet  un- 
dress«vl." 

"  What !"  said  EveranI,  "  are  Colonel  Desborough 
and  .Master  Blctson  both  in  the  same  sleeping  apart- 
ment ?" 

**  Their  honours  have  so  chosen  it,"  .said  the  man  : 
"and  their  honours*  secretaries  remain  upon  guard 
all  niffht." 

"It  is  the  fashion  to  double  guanls  all  over  the 
house,"  said  Wildrake.  "Had  I  a  ghriipse  of  a  tole- 
rably good-looking  hotisemnid  now,  I  should  know 
how  to  fall  into  ih«'  fashion." 

•*  P»a<-e,  fooll"  said  Everard— "and  where  are  the 
Mayor  and  Master  Holdenough  ?" 

"The  Mavor  is  returned  to  the  borouah  on  horse- 
!)nck.  Ix-hind  the  trooper  who  goes  to  Oxford  for  the  ; 
ninfurcement;  and  the  iiianof  the  sleeple-house  hath 
ju;irtere.l  limis»  If  in  iheehamber  which  Colonel  Des- 
x»ruiigh  had  last  night,  Iwing  that  in  which  he  is 

Host    hkelv  to  meet  the your  honour  utider- 

statids.    Tne  Lord  pity  us,  we  area  harasseil  family  !" 

•*  And  wh«re  be  (leneral  Harrison's  knaves,"  said 
Tompkins,  "  that  iluy  do  not  marshal  him  to  his 
ipartmeiii?" 

■'  Here— here— here^  Master  Tompkins,"  said  three 
'rllows,  pressing  forward,  wiih  the  snnie  eonsterna- 
lon  on  their  fa<-es  which  seemed  to  per\ade  the  whole 
Tili'tbitants  of  Woodstock. 

**Away  with  you,  then,"  said  Tompkins;— "speak 
not  to  his  worship— you  I'^'e  he  is  not  in  the  humour.'' 

*'Indtid,"  obt«erve(l  Colonel  Everard,  "he  looks 
pinu'iilarly  wan  — his  feaiirres  seem  wrifhen  as  by  a 
paUv  stroke;  and  thouirh  he  was  talking  eo  fast 
wlitfe  we  came  »i long,  he  halh  not  opened  his  mouth 
bificf  we  came  to  the  Uuht." 

•*  I !  IS  his  manner  jil'ter  such  visitations,"  said  Tom- 
kin*  — "(iive  his  honour  your  arms,  Zeclekiah  and 
Jonathan,  tt)  lead  him  ofl— I  will  follow  instnritly,— 
Y«ej,  Nieodetnu.*,  tarry  to  wait  upon  mo— il  is  not 
Mill  w.ilkinc:  alone  in  this  mnnsion." 

"  ]Maf.Jjr  Tonikins."  -aid  Everard,  "I  have  heard 
of  voiiofti  ri  Jisa  sharp.  int>  ll'uent  man— tell  me  fairly, 
are  you  in  earnest  .Miaid  of  any  tiling  supcrnaiural 
iuiuniiug  iliis  buuBc  ?" 


"I  would  be  loath  to  rtm  the  chance,  sir,"  said 
Tomkins  very  gravely ;  "  by  looking  on  my  wor- 
shipful master,  you  may  form  a  fcuess  how  the  liviiig 
look  after  they  have  spoken  with  the  dead.  He 
bowed  low,  and  took  his  leave.  Everard  proceeded 
to  the  chatnber  which  the  two  remaining  Commis- 
sioners had,  for  comfort's  sake,  chosen  to  inhabit  in 
compatjy.  They  were  preparing  for  bed  as  he  went 
into  their  apartment.  Both  siarlerl  as  the  door  opened, 
both  rejoiced  when  they  saw  it  was  only  Everard 
who  entered. 

"Hark  ye  hither,"  said  Bletsonj)ulling  him  aside, 
"sawest  thou  ever  ass  equal  to  Desborough  7— the 
fellow  is  as  big  as  an  ox,  and  as  timorous  as  a  sheep. 
He  has  insisted  on  my  sleeping  here,  to  pn)tect  hirn. 
Shall  we  have  a  merry  night  on't,  ha?  We  will,  if 
thou  wilt  lake  the  third  bed,  which  was  prepared  for 
Harrison ;  but  he  is  gone  out,  like  a  mooncalC  lo  look 
for  the  valley  of  Armageddon  in  the  Park  of  Wood- 
stock." 

"General  Harrison  has  returned  with  me  but 
now,"  said  Everard. 

"  Nay  but,  as  I  shall  live,  he  comes  not  into  our 
apartmentj"  said  Desborough,  overhearing  his  an- 
swer. "I\o  man  that  bus  been  supping,  for  aught  I 
know,  with  the  Devil,  tits  a  right  to  sleep  among 
Christian  folk." 

"He  does  not  propose  so,"  said  Everard;  "ho 
sleeps,  as  1  understand,  apart— and  alone." 

"Xot  quite  alone,  I  dare  say,"  said  Desborough; 
"for  Harrison  hath  a  sort  of  attraction  for  goWins— 
they  fly  round  him  like  moths  about  a  candle:  But,  I 
prithee,  good  Everard,  do  thou  stay  with  us.  I  know 
not  how  it  is,  but  although  thou  hast  not  thy  religion 
always  in  thy  mouthy  nor  speakesi  manv  hard  words 
about  it,  like  Harnson— nor  niaktst  long  preach- 
menis,  like  a  certain  most  honourable  relation  of 
mine  who  shall  be  nameless,  yet  somehow  I  feel 
mysi^lf  safer  in  thy  company  than  with  anv  of  them. 
Aa  for  this  Bletson,  he  is  such  a  mere  blasphemer, 
that  I  fear  the  Devil  will  carry  him  away  ere  morn- 
ing," 

"Did  you  ever  hear  such  a  paltry  coward?"  said 
Bletson,  apart  tt)  Everard.  "  Do  tarry,  however, 
mine  honoured  Colonel— I  know  your  zeal  to  assist 
the  distres.sed,  and  you  see  Desbon)ugh  is  in  that  pre- 
dicament, that  he  will  retjuire  near  him  more  than  one 
good  example  to  prevent  him  thinking  of  ghosts  and 
fiends." 

"  I  am  sorry  I  cannot  oblige  you,  gentlemen,"  said 
Everard;  "but  I  have  setiled  my  mind  lo  sleep  in 
Vict<)r  Lee's  apartment,  so  I  wish  you  good-night: 
and,  if  you  would  repose  without  disturbance,  I  would 
advisi^  that  you  commend  yourst^lves,  during  the 
watches  of  ihe  night,  to  Him  unto  whom  night  is 
even  as  mid-day.  I  had  intended  to  haye  suoke  with 
you  this  evening  on  the  subject  of  my  being  here ;  but 
1  will  defer  the  conferenee  till  to-morrow,  when.  I 
think,  I  will  be  able  to  show  you  excellent  reasons  for 
leaving  Woodstock." 

"We  have  seen  plenty  such  already."  said  Desbo- 
rough ;  "  for  one,  I  caine  here  to  serve  tne  estate,  with 
stmie  moderate  advantage  doubtless  to  myself  for  my 
trouble ;  but  if  I  am  set  upon  my  head  again  to-night, 
as  I  was  the  night  before,  I  would  not  stay  longer  to 
gain  a  king's  crown  ;  for  I  am  sure  my  neck  would  bo 
unfitted  to  bear  the  weight  of  it." 

"  Go'xl-night,"  cxclaimeti  Everard ;  and  was  about 
to  go,  uhen  Blel.son  agiiin  pressed  close,  and  whis- 
p<'red  to  him,  "  Hark  thee.  Colonel— you  know  my 
friendship  for  ihee— I  do  implore  thee  to  leave  ihe  door 
,  of  thy  apartment  o|>en,  that  if  thou  mwtest  with  any 
disturbance,  I  may  hear  thee  call,  and  be  with  thee 
I  upon  the  very  instant.    Do  this,  dear  Everard,  my 
I  fears  for  thee  will  keep  me  awake  else;  fori  know 
that,  notwithstanding  your  excellent  sens*-,  vou  enter- 
tain some  of  those  superstitious  ideas  which  we  suck 
in  with  our  motlur's  milk,  and  which  constitute  the 
ground  of  our  fears  in  situations  like  the  present; 
therefore  leave  thy  door  open,  if  you  love  me,  that 
you  may  have  ready  assistance  from  me  in  case  of 
ne<-d." 

,     "My  master,"  said  Wildrake.  "trusts,  first,  in  huf 
Bible,  sir,  and  then  in  his  gooa  sword.    He  bat  IM 
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idea  Jlnt  thrDrvil  cr»n  h»  Infflc'*!!  v  tlir/'liartn  of  two 
m«'n  Iviri;:  in  uiw  rfMxii,  eiill  I"*s  ihnt  rhr  liml  fiifi(i 
cnii  Ih'  ;irL.'in<l  out  of  cxisltnce  l)V  t\u  NuUiHdians  of 
thr  HornT' 

Kv«  rrini  s"iz<.^  bis  iniprinl»"nt  fri«  nd  bv  tin;  collar, 
and  (Irautj'd  biriiofTns  Iw  was  s|i>;akini:.  K<tpin;;fa8t 
hold  of  biin  till  tlw y  win'  botb  in  tin:  rbainbrr  of 
ViririrL««',  wb«'n'tb»»y  bad  slrjil  on  a  f  irfniTorcasion, 
Evrn  tbrn  be  i-ontimu-*]  to  liold  VVddrake,  unt.l  ' 
tbi»  Htrvant  iiad  arranged  ibr  lii:lif«,  and  wan  dis- 
nii«srd  IroiM  ibc  rooni^  tbcn  Irtiinir  biin:io.  addrt'flsed 
him  witli  fijp  uitliraidnm  qmstKuj.  "Art  tbon  n«»t  a 
pnrlciif  and  snuMcious person,  wb«>  in  tini<;Hiik«'  tbcso 
iKfk'si  ivi-ry  ofipMrtunily  to  aririu'  yoiirsilf  into  a  broil, 
or  rnibroil  yoiirsidf  in  an  arpinu-nt  .*  Owt  <»n  you !" 

"Ay,  mil  on  nic,  ind«t'd.'  said  tbr  ravalit-r;  "out 
on  rnc  for  a  piH)r  tanio-spiriwsl  rnniurr.  tbat  Ribiniis 
tolv  bandi  d  aboi;t  in  tbi-*  niann<r.  b>  a  man  wIk»  is 
Dritli(  r  bciirr  f)orn  nor  bi  tti>r  bn>d  tlian  inysi  If.  I  u  II 
th(c,  Mark,  you  make  an  unfair  ii««i' uf  your  ndvan- 
Lt-'i'S  i)vrr  nu'.  Wliy  will  you  noi  |«;t  m*;  ko  from  yon, 
and  liv"  and  dir  aftiT  my  own  fasbion  V 

"  B'causf,  b»f)r»'  wo  h:ul  lui-n  a  wcik  separate.  I 
should  brarf)f  vour  dviii;:  nfttr  a  fa'^bion  of  a  do;?. 
Como.  mv  iino-f  fnvnii,  v.bat  nndni"-s  w;is  it  in  rlu.e 
to  fall  foul  on  Harrison,  and  ibiii  to  i<nt(  r  into  ns('lei«8 
artrinii  nt  with  Hltt^son  '?'    . , 

"Wfiy,  we  an-  in  ibo  Drvil'.**  boiipc,  I  think,  and  I 
would  wd'iriudy  irive  th»;  landlord  bis  du*-  wbi  rtvcr  I 
travel.  Tt»  have  .«ont  bim  Harrison,  or  IM«  tson  now, 
juHt  MM  a  lunt'b  to  stop  bis  appctiti*.  till  C'rom" 

"Mush!  •itone  ^alls  bavi»  tars,"  said  Evcrard, 
lookini!  around  bim.  "  Htn*  stainlH  tby  niubi  drink. 
Look  to  ihv  arms,  for  we  must  hv.  ranOil  as  if  the 
Avcn'-'or  t>f  HI«H)d  were  lubind  uh.  V(md«  ris  tby  hn\ 
—and  I.  a**  thou  s<««.'st,  bavt'  one  prrjiartnl  in  t be  par- 
lour.   Tbo  do;»r  only  dividrs  us." 

•*  Which  I  will  kavf  opiMi,  m  cnsf  thou  shotildst 
holh  for  nssisiancf,  as  yowUr  Nullifidian  bath  it.— 
Hut  bow  bast  thou  ^ot  all  this  f<o  well  put  in  onicr, 
good  patron  ?" 

"I  '4a  vc  the  steward  Tomkins  notice  of  my  purpose 
to  sbtp  bcrc." 

"  A  straii'^f  frllow  that,"  said  Wildrake,  "  anil,  as  I 
jndii'',  has  tnkin  m«'a?ure  of  every  one's  foot— all 
BnMu««  to  pa«s  throuKb  his  hands." 

"lie  is.  I  have  understood,"  repliul  Everard,  "one 
of  the  men  fornu-d  by  tbo  times-  has  a  ready  ^nfr  of 
prea<bini;  and  ex[»oundin;r,  wbiib  kti-ps  bim  in  bijrb 
li'rm>«  with  the  Indti»endeuts;  and  rt-comnunds  him- 
self to  tlie  more  moderate  people  by  bis  mtelligeiiee 
and  acti\ify." 

'*  Has  bis  sincerity  ever  been  doubtetl !"  said  Wild- 
rake. 

"\cver,  tbat  I  heani  of,"  said  the  ('(jlonel ;  "on 
the  contr.'iry,  be  has  been  familiarly  (alh'd  Honest 
Joe,  and  Trn-sty  Tompkins.  For  iny  nart.  I  belit  ve 
his  sitwrrity  has  always  kei»t  |iaee  witlj  his  interest. 
—Hut  eoinr.  finish  thy  crp,  and  to  bed.-  -What,  all 
cnM)tiei|  at  one  drauubt '?" 

".Ad/ookcrs,  yis--mv  vow  forbids  tne  to  make  two 
on'l  ;  but,  n'\er  fear— the  ni;:hTca[>  wdl(>rdy  warm  my 
brain,  not  eloi^  it.  So,  man  or  devil,  ^ive  me  notice 
if  you  are  disTurbi-d,  and  rely  on  me  in  a  twmklin:^'." 
So  s'lyin;;,  tin-  cava!i«r  retn-atwl  Mito  his  wparate 
ajiartm-Mit,  and  Colonel  Ev(  rani,  taking  otV  the  most 
niinbnius  part  of  his  dre»*s,  lay  dowti  in  his  hose  and 
douldet,  and  c<unposo<l  himself  to  rest. 

He  wa.^  awakened  from  s!in»  by  a  slow  and  solemn 
Hirain  of  mr.si(r.  which  died  away  as  at  a  distance. 
He  sfartf^d  up.  and  fell  for  bin  arnrs  which  he  fjiutul 
close  beside  bim.  His  temporary  Ix^l  beincr  without 
rurtains.  he  could  look  arontid  bim  without  diffictdlyi 
but  as  thep'  n-mameil  in  ibi^  eb;nm«'y  only  a  few  ntl 
embers  of  ibe  fire,  which  he  ba«i  arrani:«d  Iwfore  he 
went  to  <leep.  it  was  imriosyible  be  could  d  scern  any 
thinir.  He  fill,  therefon-,  in  sriiu-  of  bis  n-slural 
coura'-'r.  tb.Tt  undefitu-d  and  fbrillint:  t^rucies  of  tre- 
mor which  attends  a  sens<'  that  danaer  is  near,  and 
an  unctrfainty  concernini;  its  cause  and  character. 
U«'lu'Mant  as  he  was  to  y-eld  hi  !i»  f  to  supernatural  oe- 
riirren*  i  s,  we  have  alrearly  said  be  was  not  ab*-o!utely 
UKTeduti.us;  as.  pet  hips,  even  in  this  more  »'c,itiea'l 
aj{e,  there  are  many  fewer  comolete  and  alsolalo  iuli- 


deN  on  this  partictilar  ihnn  clve  thr  nis^lx^*  oet  fr 
such.  UnctriMDi  whether  be  baii  n«.«t  iiri;inied  A 
ihe>*e  sounds  which  si  ♦■nied  vi  i  in  bis  ears,  hi  <\.isiu)- 
wil'in::  to  risk  the  radlervof  his  friend  by  sunini«»ii:r,z 
bim  to  bis  assistance.  He  sat  up.  th«  rffore.  in  h:-  Ud, 
not  uitbout  exiHiiencing  that  ner\ou«>  aptari.in  to 
which  bra  VI'  nun  as  well  ns  cowards  an-  subltt:t ;  »ith 
this  ditlirence.  that  the  one  .•.inks  uiuler  it.  like  the 
vine  undrr  th*-  hail-storm,  and  the  iitbr  r  coIIm  t!«  his 
en»'rpie«  lo  shake  it  off,  as  the  cedar  of  Lt  hanoQ  :i 
said  tt)  eUvate  its  houghs  lo  disper^'  the  snow  whk^ 
aceunnilati  s  upon  them. 

Tbr  KH)rv  of  Harris«in,  in  bis  own  absolute  desritf. 
and  notwithstandint!  a  sten  t  su.S'iri«in  which  lu  ha^i 
of  tri  k  or  ctinnivanrr',  returntil  on  bis  mind  at  th:* 
deaii  and  solitary  hour.  Harrison,  he  rtnieml»*r»il, 
bad  di  scrib«'«j  the  vi-ion  by  a  rircunistance  of  it*  aj- 
ix'arance  difl^-n-nt  fom  that  which  bis  own  nniark 
bad  bun  calculate<l  lo  suirzesl  lo  the  mind  of  the 
visionary  ;--that  bloody  napkin,  alwavs  pri-»fc<i  fci 
th"  si(l«\'was  then  .1  circumstance  pn  st^iit  tithirfc) 
his  boiblv  <  ve.  or  to  that  of  his  auiintfti  imatr  nat;i«n. 
Did.  tlu-n.  the  nuirderKJ  revisit  the  liviti;?  haunti  (f 
tho«e  who  hail  forcid  them  from  th«-  st-iRe  wifhail 
their  sins  tmaeconnfed  for  ?  And  if  tin  y  did.  ni:2kt 
not  the  same  jxrmission  authorizt^  other  visitoticiwif 
a  similar  nature,  to  wirn  — to  insirnct— lo  punisbl 
Rash  an'  they,  was  liis  <*oriclu.''ioii,  and  crtdukws, 
who  receive  as  tnifh  everv  tale  of  the  kind ;  but  ik/ 
h  ss  rash  mav  it  l>e.  to  I  mit  the  powt  r  of  the  Crcauf 
over  tin-  works  which  he  has  made  and  10  m;.\<^ 
that,  bv  the  permissitm  of  the  Author  of  Nature,  tb- 
laws  of  Nalun'  may  iwt,  in  peculiar  e.iscs,  and  iiir 
hij.'h  purTM»P4»s,  b«*  temporarily  suspi  iided. 

Whi'e  tlus«»  thoushts  passed  through  Everard* 
mind,  feelinns  unknown  to  hitn.  «ven  wlien  he  siw! 
t;r«t  on  the  ronuh  and  perilous  wige  of  battle.  :.'a:r.t.: 
around  u|Nm  bim.  He  ftareii  he  knew  not  w ha:; 
and  wliere  an  oinn  and  discernible  (m  ril  would  hav: 
drawn  out  his  eourB;:e.  the  ab.«»olnte  un(Hrtainty  of 
liis  situation  incn-asi  d  hia  sen**  of  the  (lan?«r.  He 
felt  an  almost  irresistible  desire  ti>  spring  fn^m  h:* 
lu-d  and  heap  fuel  on  the  dyin»  enib«Ts,  f  xjm  efmabir 
the  blaye  10  s*'e  some  stranpe  sijiht  in  his  chnmber. 
H««  was  also  strongly  tempted  to  awak<  n  Wddnkc; 
but  shame,  stnmuer  than  fear  it.«*elf,  rhecktd  th<#e 
impulses.  What!  should  it  be  thought  that  Mnrk- 
bam  Everard,  held  one  of  the  Iks*  sobliers  who  had 
•Irawn  a  sword  in  this  sad  war— Markham  Eynrd, 
who  had  obtained  such  distimruislud  rank  in  thr 
ariiiv  of  'lir  rarl.ament,  th  aitrh  so  younj:  in  Viarss 
was  afraid  of  ninaininR  by  bims«'lf  in  a  twilijihi- 
n)om  at  mulnij^ht  ?— It  never  should  Ix'  said. 

This  was.  however,  no  charm  for  hi?*  unplea'ant 
eiirn-nt  of  tboupbt.  There  nisbed  on  his  niiml  the 
v.irious  traditions  of  Victor  Lir's  cbaniln-r,  whxk 
tliouL'b  he  bad  ofti-n  dispised  tlu m  as  vajzue.  ui»ai>- 
ihenticafed,  and  inconsistc tit  niniours,  tnuendfri'd 
bv  ancient  siiiMTsiition,  and  trnnsmitticl  from  crner.n- 
tion  to  mtirrafit)!!  bv  h»»iua«  ioi:s  cndulity,  hnd  y;t 
soiiM'tbiny;  in  them,  which  did  not  tend  to  alhiv  liic 
nresi  nt  imtib  asant  state  t»f  his  m  ives.  Tlun.  wf«a 
lie  rectdlected  the  event**  of  that  very  afternoon,  thr 
wiajHUi  f»ress»d  airaiiist  his  throat,  and  the  sm.rj 
arm  which  threw  him  backwnni  on  the  floor—if  iKt 
n'metiibrame  w  rved  to  ctmtradict  the  idea  of  fl'iniuj 
phanlom*s.  and  ennal  dajf^r*  re,  it  ceriamly  iin'mvil 
bin  to  Im  lirv( ,  that  there  was  in  wine  part  of  rh:« 
extrusive  mansion  a  party  of  cavaliers,  «»r  insj:;!- 
nanis,  barboun-d,  who  miynt  arise  in  the  nij:bt.  e\tr- 
?iower  tjie  ;;uanis,  and  execute  iumhi  th*.  m  all,  hut  •':! 
I'arri'ion  in  particular,  as  one  of  the  re:!icide  juirf*« 
that  vrni'eanee.  which  was  .so  eatjerly  thirstiflfoi  I')' 
the  attache*!  fidh)wers  of  the  s!auubten<i  nionnrc  h. 

Hr  e:  d.  ::\ei!n'.l  to  console  bim.«Mlf  on  this  snlji-ct. 
bv  the  niimbf  r  and  pi>sition  of  tlie  jmards,  vit  <m;1 
was  liissa'istiid  with  himself  for  not  fiayim:  tak'n 
yi  t  mi5n'  exnct  pncautioiis,  and  for  kctpinj;  an  ii- 
iorfed  [in»mi*«<-  of  silence,  which  nii;:ht  conslL'ti  fo 
rtianv  of  hi-  party  to  the  danser  of  assass'iMii^n. 
Tbise  iliouiibfs,  eonnect(<l  with  his  niibtarj- <'iitii% 
awakf  ned  anotht  r  train  of  rerieitions.  He  lierhfnii'ht 
himself,  that  nil  he  could  now  t!<j,  was  10  visit  int 
SLiilrius,  and  a^ccrtain  thai  thty  were  awake,  iltri 
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watch,  nnd  K)  pittmtcd,  that  in  time  of  mcd 
ij?ht  be  rcnfly  to  support  each  olhrr.— "This 
)efii8  me,"  he  ihougni,  "than  to  be  hero  Hke  a 
rifrhtenins!  myself  with  the  old  wonmn>  le- 
vhich  1  Aave  laughed  at  when  n  boy.  What 
jh  old  Victor  Lee  wo8  a  aacrilecjlous  man,  as 
m  report  goes,  and  brewed  ale  in  the  font 

he  brought  from  the  ancient  palace  of  Holy- 
vhilo  church  and  building  were  in  flames? 
hat  although  his  eldest  son  was  when  a  child 
I  to  death  in  the  same  vessel?  How  many 
e«  have  been  demolished  since  his  time?  How 
bnts  desecrated  ?  So  many  indeed,  that  were 
igtancc  of  Heaven  to  visit  such  aggressions  in 
natural  manner,  no  corner  in  England,  no,  not 
9t  petty  parish  church,  but  would  have  its  ap- 
I. — Tiish,  these  are  idle  fancies,  unworthy,  es- 
',  Co  be  entertained  by  those  educated  to  believe 
nctity  resides  in  the  intention  and  the  act.  not 
Hiildmgs  or  fonts,  or  the  form  of  worship. ' 
1119  he  called  together  the  articles  of  his  Cal- 
'■  creed,  the  bell  of  the  great  clock  (a  token  sel- 
lent  in  such  narratives)  tolled  three,  and  was 
latelv  followed  by  the  hoarse  call  of  the  senti- 
■ough  vault  and  gallery,  up  stairs  and  beneath. 
Rinp:  and  answering  each  other  with  the  ufual 
vord,  All's  well.  Their  voices  mingled  with 
p  J)oom  of  the  bell,  yet  ceased  before  that  was 
and  when  thev  had  died  away,  the  tingling 

the  prolonged  knell  was  scarcely  audible.  Ere 
t  last  distant  tingling  hod  finally  subsided  into 
,  it  seemed  as  if  it  again  was  awakened ;  and 
d  could  hardly  judge  at  first  whether  a  new 
nd  taken  up  the  falling  cadence,  or  whether 
ther  and  separate  sound  was  disturbing  anew 
nee  to  which  the  deep  knell  had,  as  its  voice 

consigned  the  ancient  mansion  and  the  woods 

it. 

(lie  doubt  was  soon  cleared  up.  The  musical 
which  had  mingled  with  the  dying  echoes  of 
:'ll,  seemed  at  first  to  prolong,  and  afterwards 
ive  them.  A  wild  strain  of  melody,  beginning 
istance,  and  growing  louder  as  it  advanced, 
I  to  pass  from  mom  to  room,  from  cabinet  to 
,  from  hall  to  bower,  through  the  deserted  and 
ourrd  ruins  of  the  ancient  residence  of  so  many 
gns ;  and,  as  it  approached,  no  soldier  gave 
nor  did  any  of  the  numerous  guests  of  various 
^  who  spent  an  unpleasant  and  terrified  night 
ancient  mansion,  seem  to  dare  to  announce  to 
:htr  the  inexnlicablc  cause  of  apprehension, 
ard's  excitecl  state  of  mind  did  not  permit  him 
Hi  passive.  The  sounds  approached  so  nigh, 
seemed  they  were  performing,  in  the  very  next 
lent,  a  solemn  service  for  the  dead,  when  he 
le  alarm,  by  calling  loudly  to  his  trusty  attend- 
i  friend  Wildrake,  who  slumbered  in  the  next 
er  with  only  a  door  betwixt  them,  and  even 
■r. 

Idrake— Wildrake  !— Up— up !  Dost  thou  not 
le  alarm  ?" 

c  was  no  ans^ver  from  Wildrake,  though  the 
I  sounds,  which  now  rung  througn  the  apart- 
Bff  if  the  performers  had  actually  been  within 
lincts  would  have  been  sufficient  to  awaken  a 
g  fierson,  even  without  the  shout  of  his  com- 
id  patron. 

irm !— Roger  Wildrake— alarm !"  again  called 
d,  cret ting  out  of  be<l  and  grasping  his  neapons 
t  a  light,  and  cry  alarm !" 
0  was  no  answer.  His  voice  died  away  as  the 
jf  the  music  strmcil  also  to  die ;  nnd  the  same 
eet  voice,  which  still  to  his  thinking  resembled 

Alice  Lee,  was  heard  in  his  apartment,  and, 
hough t,  at  no  distance  from  him. 
ur  comrade  will  not  answer,"  said  the  low 
ice.    "  Those  only  hear  the  alarm  whose  con- 
8  feel  the  call." 

tin  this  mummery!"  aaid  Everard.  "I  am 
armed  than  I  was  of  late;  and  but  for  the 
of  that  voice,  the  speaker  had  bought  his 
dear." 

IS  singular,  we  may  observe  in  passing,  that 
:ant  tne  distinct  sounds  of  the  human  voice 


were  heard  by  Everard,  nil  idea  of  stipernattirnl  Inter- 
ference was  at  an  end,  and  the  charm  by  which  ha 
had  been  formerly  fettered  nppenrtd  tobenrokcn  j  so 
much  is  the  influi'nce  of  imaginary  or  superstirioua 
terror  dep€nd<'nt  (so  far  as  it  ri  spects  stron/j  judg 
ments  at  least)  upon  what  is  vague  or  ambiguous 
and  80  readily  do  distinct  tones,  and  expn  ss  ideaSi 
bring  such  judgments  back  to  the  current  of  onlinary 
life.  The  voice  returned  answer,  as  addressing  his 
thoiights  as  well  as  his  words. 

'*  We  laugh  at  the  weapons  thou  thinkest  should 
terrify  us.  Over  the  guardians  of  Woodstock  thej 
have  no  power.  Fire,  if  thou  wilt,  and  try  the  effect 
of  thy  weapons.  Kut  know,  it  is  not  our  purpoHc  to 
harm  thee— thou  art  of  a  falcon  brctd,  and  noble  in 
thy  dispcsiiion,  though,  unreclainud  and  i:I  nurtured, 
thou  haunttst  with  kites  and  carrion  cn»wa.  Wmg 
thy  flight  from  hence  on  the  morrow,  tor  if  thou 
tarriest  with  the  bats,  owls,  vultures,  and  raiens, 
which  have  thought  to  ne&ile  here,  thou  wilt  inevita- 
bly share  their  fate.  Away  then,  that  these  halls  may 
be  swept  and  garnished  for  the  reception  of  those 
who  have  a  better  right  to  inhabit  them." 

Everard  answered  in  a  raised  voice.— "Once  more 
I  warn  you,  think  not  to  defy  me  in  vain.  I  am  no 
child  to  be  frightened  by  goblin's  taUs;  and  no 
coward,  armed  as  I  am,  to  be  alarmed  at  the  threats 
of  banditti.  If  I  give  you  a  moment's  indulgence,  it  is 
for  the  sake  of  dear  and  misguided  friends,  who  may 
be  concerned  with  this  dangerous  gambol.  Know.  I 
can  bring  a  troop  of  soldiers  round  the  castle,  who 
will  search  its  most  inward  recesses  for  the  author  of 
this  audacious  frolic ;  and  if  that  search  should  fail, 
it  will  cost  but  a  few  hamjls  of  gunpowder  to  make 
the  mansion  a  heap  of  ruins,  and  bury  under  them 
the  authors  of  such  an  ill-judged  pastime." 

"Yon  speak  proudly.  Sir  Colonel,"  said  another 
voice,  similar  to  that  harsher  and  stronger  tone  by 
which  he  had  been  addressed  in  the  gallery ;  "  try 
your  courage  in  this  direction." 

"You  should  not  dare  me  twice,"  said  Colonel 
Everard,  "  had  I  a  glimpse  of  light  to  take  aim  by." 

As  he  spoke,  a  sudden  gleam  of  light  was  thrown 
with  a  brilliancy  which  almost  dazzled  the  speaker, 
showing  distinctly  a  form  somewhat  resembling  that 
of  Victor  Lee.  as  represented  in  his  picture,  holding 
in  one  hand  a  lady  completely  veiled,  and  in  the  other 
his  leading-siafl;  or  truncheon.  R)th  figures  were 
animated,  and,  as  it  appeared,  standing  within  six 
feet  of  him. 

"Were  it  not  for  the  woman,"  said  Everard,  "I 
would  not  be  thus  mortally  dared." 

"  Spare  not  for  the  female  form,  but  do  your  worst," 
replied  the  same  voice.    "  I  defy  you." 

"Repeat  your  defiance  when  I  have  counted 
thrice,"  said  Everard,  "and  take  the  punishment 
of  your  insolence.  Once— I  have  cocked  my  pistol 
—Twice— I  never  missed  my  aim— By  all  that  is 
sacred,  I  fire  if  you  do  not  w;ithdraw.  When  I  pro- 
nounce the  next  number,  I  will  shoot  you  dead  wriere 
you  stand.  I  am  yet  unwilling  to  shed  blood— I 
give  you  another  chance  of  flight— once— twice— 
thbicb!" 

Everard  aimed  at  the  bosom,  and  discharged  hit 
pistol.  Tlie  figure  waved  its  arm  in  an  attitude  of 
scorn;  and  a  loud  laugh  arose,  during  which  the 
light,  as  gradually  growing  weaker,  danced  and  glim- 
mered upon  the  amarition  of  the  aged  knight,  and 
then  disappeari'd.  Everard's  life-blood  ran  cold  to  his 
heart—"  Had  he  been  of  human  mould,"  he  thought, 
"  the  bullet  must  havepicrctxi  him— but  I  have  neither 
will  nor  power  to  fight  with  supernatural  beings." 

The  feeling  of  oppression  was  now  so  strong  as  to 
be  actually  sickening.  He  groped  his  way,  however, 
to  the  fireside,  and  flung  on  the  embers  which  were 
yet  gleaming,  a  handful  of  dry  fuel.  It  presently 
blazed,  and  aflbrded  him  light  to  see  the  room  in  every 
direction.  He  looked  cautiously,  almost  timidly, 
around,  and  half  expected  some  horrible  phantom  to 
become  visible.  But  he  saw  nothing  save  the  old 
furniture,  the  reading-desk,  and  other  articles,  which 
had  been  left  in  the  same  state  as  when  Sir  Henry 
Lee  departed.  He  felt  an  uncontmllable  desire,  min- 
gled with  much  repugnance,  to  look  at  the  portcalioC 
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the  nnricnt  knight,  whi^'h  tlip  form  ho  had  ncen  w  ' 
Etrori'^lv  n'soinhlid.     Hf  li.  rt!tat«ii  Iw-twixi  tli»-  opj.o- 
sin:;  ft'<  Iwiirs,  but  at  l»n:;ih  8natrh»-<l,  wnh  «i«  !«i)».r:«U"  i 
re»<>liirioii.  tho  tan«'r  which  hr  had  rxrinmuMh'tl,  and  I 
reh^htctl  it,  ere  the  liiaz**  of  the  fiu*l  had  auain  died 
away.    Hf  held  it  up  to  the  ancient  portrait  ol  Victt>r 
Lee.  and  ^aznd  on  it  with  eager  curiosity,  not  unniin- 
gled  with  fear.    Ahno««l  the  rh:ldwh  terrors  of  hiH 
earli-r  days  returned,  and  he  thought  the  severe  pale  | 
eye  of  the  ancient  warrior  followed  his,  and  menaced  | 
hnn  with  its  displeasure.    And  althout^h  he  quickly 
annied  hiniself  out  of  such  an  absurd  belief,  yet  the 
mixed  feelinss  of  his  mind  were  expresswl  in  words 
that  SfieMH-d  half  addrt>s.si>d  to  the  ancient  p>rtrait, 

"  Soul  of  my  mothf-r's  ancestor,"  he  sain,  **  be  it  for 
weal  or  for  wo,  by  dcsiirnina  men,  or  by  supernatural ! 
beiniis,  that  ihe.so  ancient  halls  are  disturbed,  I  am  ' 
resi)Ived  to  leave  them  on  the  morrow."  I 

"  I  rejoice  to  hear  it,  with  all  my  soul,"  said  a  voice  | 
behind  him.  | 

He  turm'd,  saw  a  tall  fijjmre  in  white,  with  a  sort  of 
turban  upon  its  head,  and  drnpnin^  the  candle  in  the 
extortion,  instantly  j^apph-d  witti  it. 

'I  Tlum  at  least  art  palpable,"  he  said. 

"  Palpable  ?"  answered  he  whom  he  crasped  so 
Btron:?ly— '"Sdenth,  methinks  you  might  Knr)w  that 
without  the  risk  of  choking  me ;  and  if  you  loose  me 
not,  I'll  show  you  that  two  can  play  at  the  game  of 
wrestling." 

"  Roger  Wildrake !"  said  Everard,  letting  the  cava- 
lier loose,  and  stepping  back. 

"Roger  Wildrake ?  ay.  truly.  Did  you  lake  me  for 
Roger  Bacon,  come  to  help  you  to  raise  the  devil?— 
for  the  place  smells  of  sulphur  consumedly." 

"It  is  the  pistol  I  fired— Did  you  not  hear  it?" 

"  Why,  yes,  it  was  the  first  thing  waked  me— 
for  that  nightcap  which  I  ptdlcd  on,  made  mo  sleep 
like  a  dormouse— Pshaw,  I  feel  my  brains  giddy  with 
It  jret." 

'And  wherefore  came  you  not  on  the  instant?— I 
never  needed  help  more." 

"  I  came  as  fast  as  I  could,"  answered  Wildrake  ; 
*'  but  it  was  some  time  ere  I  got  my  senses  collected, 
for  I  was  dreaming  of  that  cursed  field  at  Naseby— 
and  then  the  door  of  my  room  was  shut,  and  hard  to 
open,  till  I  played  the  locksmith  with  my  f<K)t." 

"  How !  it  was  open  when  I  went  t%  bed,"  said 
Everard. 

"  It  was  locked  when  I  came  out  of  bed,  though," 
said  Wildrake,  "  and  I  marvel  you  heard  me  not  when 
I  forced  it  optm." 

"  My  mind  was  occupied  otherwise,"  said  Everard. 

•*  Well,"  Slid  Wildrake,  "but  what  has  happened  ? 
— Here  am  I  boll  upright,  and  ready  to  fight,  if  this 
yawning  fit  will  give  me  leave— Mother  Redcap's 
mightiest  is  weaker  than  I  drank  last  night,  by  a 
bushel  to  a  barlcvcorn— I  have  quaffed  the  very  elixir 
of  malt— Ha— yaw." 

"  And  some  opiate  besides,  I  should  think,"  said 
Everard. 

"  Very  like— very  like— less  than  the  pistol-shot 
would  not  waken  me ;  even  me,  who  with  but  an 
ordinary  grace-cup  sleep  as  lightly  as  a  maiden  on 
the  first  of  May,  when  she  watches  for  the  earliest 
beam  to  go  to  gather  dew.  But  what  are  you  about 
to  do  next?" 

"Nothing,"  answered  Everard. 

"Nothinjj?"  said  Wildrake^  in  surprise. 

*  I  sptjak  It,"  said  Colonel  Everard,  "  less  for  your 
infortnalion,  than  for  that  of  others  who  may  hear 
me,  that  I  will  leave  the  Lodge  this  morning,  and,  if  it 
18  poosible,  remove  the  f/ommissioners." 

'  Hark,"  said  Wildrake,  "  do  you  not  hear  some 
noise,  like  the  distant  sound  of  the  applause  of  a 
theatre  ?    The  goblins  of  the  place  rejoice  in  your 


dep: 

'  I  shall  leave  Woodstock,"  said  Everard,  "  to  the 
occupation  of  my  uncle  Sir  Henry  Lee,  and  bis 
family,  if  th^'y  choose  to  resume  it ;  not  that  I  am 
frii{ht»'ned  into  this  as  a  concession  to  the  series  of 
artifices  whi.'li  have  b.*en  played  olfon  this  occasion, 
put  solely  bi'criuse  suoh  was  mv  intention  from  th.* 
I»«v«'inning.  But  let  me  w  irn,"  (he  added,  raising  his 
voice,'  -"kt  me  warn  the  r>''»rties  concerned  in  this 


combination,  that  though  it  mar  pass  off  surcessfially 
on  a  frH>l  likf.  Do.xh.mMigh,  a  vi«iionar>'  like  Harrisoo, 
a  coward  like  Bl^  tsuu" 

Here  a  voice  distinctly  spoke,  as  standing  near 
them-  "Or  a  wise,  nioaerate,  and  rtaoluie  pt.rsoa, 
like  Colonel  Everard." 

"  By  Heaven,  the  voice  came  from  the  picture,"  said 
Wildrake,  drawing  his  sword ;  *'  I  will  pink  his  plated 
amour  for  him." 

"Offer  no  violence,"  said  Everard,  startled  at  the 
interruption,  but  resuming  with  firmness  what  he  hu 
.'wyiiig.— "  L«>t  those  engaged  be  aw^nre,  that  however 
this  string  of  artifices  may  l)e  immediately  succe^ 
ful,  it  must,  when  rli>s<.»ly  Looked  iniOi,  be  attenditl 
with  the  punishment  of  all  concerned— the  total  de- 
molition of  W(MKJstock,  and  the  irremediable  duwo* 
fall  of  the  family  of  Lee.  Let  all  concerned  think  ut 
this,  and  delist  in  time." 

He  paused,  and  almost  expected  a  reply,  but  Don 
such  came. 

"It  is  a  ver>'odd  thing,"  said  Wildrake;  "hut- 
yaw-ha— my  brain  cannot  compass  it  just  now;  if 
whirls  HHind  like  a  toast  in  a  bowl  of  muscadine;! 
must  sit  down— ha-yaw— and  discuss  it  at  leisurt- 
Gra  mercy,  good  elbowchair." 

So  saying,  he  threw  himself,  or  rather  sank  grado- 
ally  down,  on  a  large  easy-rhair  which  had  been 
often  pr<»»sed  by  the  weight  of  stout  Sir  Henry 
Lee,  and  in  an  instant  was  sound  asleep.  Everard 
was  far  from  ft^ling  the  same  inchnation  for  siunh 
her,  yet  his  mind  was  relieved  of  the  a^iprehrofloa 
of  any  farther  visitation  that  night;  for  he  cow- 
dered  his  treaty  to  evacuate  Woodstock,  as  made 
known  to,  and  accei)ted  in  all  probability  by,  tik^se 
whom  the  intrusion  of  the  Commissioners  had  in- 
duced lo  take  such  singular  mea.sures  for  expi'llin^ 
them.  His  opinion,  which  had  for  a  time  bent  Ui- 
wanls  a  belief  in  something  supernatural  in  the  d;.- 
turbances,  had  now  returned  to  the  more  rational 
nuKJe  (»f  accounting  for  them,  by  dexterous  combma- 
tioi),  fiif  which  such  a  mansion  as  Woodstock  aflbrd- 
td  m  nianv  facilities. 

He  heaped  the  hearth  with  fuel,  lighted  the  candk 
and,  examining  poor  Wildrake's  situation,  adjusted 
him  sn  easily  m  the  chair  as  he  could,  the  cavalier 
^tirrrng  his  limbs  no  more  than  an  infant.  His  siiut- 
tion  went  far,  in  his  patron's  opinion,  to  infer  tnck 
Jind  i?onfederacy,  for  ghosts  have  no  occasion  todn^ 
men's  possets.  He  threw  himself  on  the  MU,  and 
while  he  thought  these  strange  circumstances  over,  a 
sweet  and  low  strain  of  inusic  stole  through  th« 
chamber,  the  words  " Good-nigh t-^good-nigbt— good- 
night," thrice  repeated,  each  time  in  a  softer  and  ni«)re 
distant  tone,  seeming  to  assure  him  that  the  goblins 
and  he  w(;re  at  truce,  if  not  at  peace,  and  that  he  had 
no  mG««  disturbance  to  expect  that  night.  He  had 
scarcely  the  courage  to  call  out  a  "good-nighty"  for, 
after  all  his  conviction  of  the  existence  of  a  tnck,  it 
was  so  well  performed  as  to  bring  with  it  a  feeling  of 
fear,  just  like  what  an  audience  experience  during  the 
performance  of  a  tragic  scene,  which  they  know  to  be 
unrt>al,  and  which  yet  affects  their  passions  by  iu 
near  approach  to  nature.  Sleep  overtook  him  at 
last,  and  left  him  not  till  broad  daylight  on  the  enso- 
ing  morning. 


CHAPTER   XVL 

And  yonder  ihinen  Aurora's  harbinger. 

At  who«e  approach  rhonu,  wandennc  here  and  thoitb 

Troop  home  to  diureh-rard 

ifWsvMWr  JViffirt  OnMM. 

WVth  the  fresh  air,  and  the  rising  of  momiog, 
every  feeling  of  the  preceding  night  had  passed  away 
from  Colonel  Everard's  mind^  excepting  wonder  how 
the  efTecls  which  he  had  witnessed  could  be  pro- 
duced. He  examined  the  whole  room,  soundingbolt, 
floor,  and  wainscot,  with  his  knuckles  and  cane,  but 
was  unable  to  discern  any  secret  passages:  while 
I  the  door,  secured  by  a  strong  cross  bolt,  and  the  lock 
besides,  remained  as  firni  as  when  he  had  fastened  it 
on  the  preceding  evening.  The  apparition  rwfro* 
bling  Victor  Lee  next  called  his  attention.  Ridicu- 
lous storis  had  been  often  circulated,  of  this  figiTt, 
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•r  one  exactly  resembling  it,  hnving  been  met  with 
bv  night  among  the  wnste  apart mcnts  and  corri- 
dors of  the  Old  palace;  and  Markham  Everard  had 
ofttD  heard  such  in  his  childhood.  He  was  angry 
to  n»collect  hia  own  deficiency  of  courage,  and  the 
thrill  which  he  feit  on  the  preening  night,  when,  by 
confe<icracy  doubtless,  auch  an  object  was  placed  be- 
fore his  eyes. 

*'SureIy,"  he  said,  "this  fit  of  childish  folly  could  not 
make  me  miss  my  aim— more  likely  that  the  bullet 
bad  been  withdrawn  clandestinely  from  my  pistol." 

He  examined  that  which  was  undischarged— he 
found  the  bullet  in  it.  He  investigated  the  apartment 
opi>o«(ite  to  the  point  at  which  he  had  firea,  and,  at 
five  frt'i  from  the  floor,  in  a  direct  hne  between  the 
bedside  and  the  place  where  the  appearances  had  been 
•een,  a  pistol-ball  had  recently  buried  itself  in  the 
wainscot.  He  had  little  doubt^  therefore,  that  he  had 
fired  in  a  just  direction ;  and  mdeed  to  have  arrived 
at  the  place  where  it  was  lodged,  the  bullet  must  have 
pasi<ed  through  the  ap|)earance  at  which  he  aimed, 
and  proceeded  point  blank  to  the  wall  beyond.  This 
was  mysterious,  and  induced  him  to  doubt  whether 
the  art  of  witchcraft  or  conjuration  had  not  been 
called  in  to  assist  the  machinations  of  those  daring 
conspirators,  who,  being  themselves  mortal,  might, 
lioerthehiss,  according  to  the  universal  creed  of  the 
times  have  mvoked  and  obtained  assistance  from  the 
inhabitants  of  another  world. 

His  next  investication  respected  the  picture  of 
Victor  Lee  itself.  He  examined  it  minutely  as  he 
stood  on  the  fl(X>r  before  it,  and  compareci  its  pale, 
shadowy,  faintly-traced  outlines,  its  faded  colours, 
the  stern  repose  of  the  eye,  and  deathlike  pallidness 
of  the  countenance,  with  its  different  aspect  on  the 
preceding  night,  when  illuminated  by  the  artificial 
light  whicJi  tell  full  upon  it,  while  it  left  every  other 
part  of  the  room  in  comparative  darkness.  The  fea- 
tures 9i>emed  then  to  have  an  unnatural  glow,  while 
the  rising  nnd  falling  of  the  flame  in  the  chimney 
pave  the  head  and  limbs  something  which  resembled 
the  apfK-arunce  of  actual  niotion.  Now,  seen  by  day. 
it  was  a  mere  picture  of  the  hard  and  ancient  school 
of  Holbein;  last  night,  it  seemed  for  the  moment 
■omething  more.  Determined  to  get  to  the  bottom 
of  this  contrivance  if  possible,  Everard,  by  the  assist- 
ance of  a  table  and  chair,  examined  the  portrait  still 
more  closely,  andendeavourtd  to  ascertam  the  exist- 
ence of  any  private  spring,  by  which  it  might  be  slipt 
aside, — a  contrivance  not  unfrequent  in  ancient  build- 
ings, which  usually  abounded  with  means  of  access 
and  escape,  coutmunicated  to  none  but  the  lords  of 
the  castle,  or  their  immt^iale  confidants.  But  the 
panel  on  which  Victor  Lee  was  painted  was  firmly 
fixed  in  the  wainscoting  of  the  apartment,  of  which  it 
made  a  part,  and  the  Colonel  satisfied  himself  that  it 
could  not  have  been  used  for  the  purpose  which  he 
had  suspected. 

He  next  aroused  his  faithful  squire  Wildrake,  who, 
notwithstandmg  his  di^p  share  of  the  "blessedness 
of  slt*ep,"  had  scarce  evt  n  yet  got  rid  of  the  effects  of 
the  gnice-cup  of  the  prtcecfing  evening.  "  It  was  the 
reward,"  according  to  his  own  view  of  the  matter, 
**of  his  temptrance;  one  single  draught  having 
made  him  sleep  more  late  and  more  sound  than  a 
matter  of  half-a-dozen,  or  from  thence  to  a  dozen 
pulls,  would  have  done,  when  he  was  guilty  of  the 
(•normity  of  rere-suppers,*  and  of  drinking  deep  after 
them." 

"  Had  your  temperate  draught,"  said  Everard, 
••  been  but  a  thought  more  strongly  seasoned,  Wild- 
rake^ thou  hadst  slept  so  sound  that  the  last  trump 
only  could  have  waked  thee." 

"And  then  answered  Wildrake,  "I  should  have 
waked  with  a  headache,  Mark ;  for  I  see  my  modest 
sip  has  not  exempted  me  from  that  epilogue.— But  let 
us  go  forth,  and  see  how  the  night,  which  we  have 
passed  so  strangely,  has  been  spent  by  the  rest  of 

•  RpmKuppors  {qvatiarrifrt}  tK>lonfpd  to  a  ■imciev  of  luxury 
nitn>riur«d  111  the  jolly  dayn  of  King  Jainci>'s  extravairnnra.  and 
et'titinui'd  tlirouuh  th«  Kub«r(|Uf>nt  rciim.  Tlie  eupiicr  look  j«lare 
at  an  «urlv  hour.  Mix  or  iu*vrn  o'clock  at  laU»t— thn  ren*  «up|iar 
wn«  a  iMwtlimiiiMry  banuuvt,  a  knrs  d'gwrt,  which  made  m 
mweHmw*'  at  ten  or  elevi-n,  and  MTvpd  aa  an  aiKilu^y  fur  pro-  | 
luorinff  Uie  onUtfiainnviQl  till  mithiif he  I 


them.  I  suspect  they  are  all  right  willing  to  evacuate 
Woodsiock,  unless  they  have  either  re.Mcw  better  than 
we.  or  at  least  been  more  lucky  in  lodgings." 

In  that  case,  I  will  despatch  thee  down  to  Joco- 
line's  hut,  to  nefirotiate  the  re-entrance  of  Sir  Henry 
Lee  and  his  family  into  their  old  apartments,  where, 
my  interest  with  the  General  being  joined  with  the 
indiftereni  repute  of  the  place  itself  I  think  they  have 
little  chance  of  being  disturbed  either  by  the  present, 
or  by  any  new  Commissioners." 

"But  now  are  they  to  defend  themselves  against 
the  fiends,  my  gallant  Colonel?"  said  Wildrake. 
"Methinks,  had  I  an  interest  in  yonder  pretty  girl, 
such  as  thou  dost  boast,  I  should  be  loath  to  expose 
her  to  the  terrors  of  a  residence  at  Woodstock, 
where  these  devils— I  beg  their  pardon,  for  I  suppose 
they  hear  every  word  we  say— tncse  nierry  goblins- 
make  such  gay  work  from  twilight  till  morning." 

"My  dear  Wildrake,"  said  the  Colonel,  "  I,  as  well 
as  you,  believe  it  possible  that  our  speech  may  be 
overheard ;  but  I  care  not,  and  will  speak  my  mind 
plainly.  I  tnist  Sir  Henry  and  Alice  are  not  engaged 
in  this  silly  plot;  I  cannot  reconcile  it  with  the  pride 
of  the  one,  the  modesty  of  the  other,  or  the  good 
sense  of  both,  that  any  motive  could  engage  them  in 
so  strange  a  conjunction.  But  the  fiends  are  all  of 
your  own  political  persuasion,  Wildrake^  all  true-blue 
cavaliera ;  and  I  am  convinced,  that  Sir  Henry  and 
Alice  Lee,  though  they  be  unconnected  with  them, 
have  not  the  slightest  cause  to  be  apprehensive  ot 
their  goblin  machinations.  Besides,  Sir  Henry  and 
Joceline  must  know  every  corner  about  the  place :  it 
will  be  far  more  diflficult  to  play  off  any  ghostly  ma- 
chinery upon  him  than  upon  strangers.  But  let  us  to 
our  toilet,  aiid  when  water  and  brush  have  done  their 
work,  we  will  inquire  what  is  next  to  be  done." 

"Nay,  that  wretched  puritan's  garb  of  mine  is 
hardly  worth  brushing,"  said  Wildrake;  "and  but 
for  this  hundred- weight  of  rusty  iron,  with  which 
thou  hast  bedizened  me.  I  look  more  like  a  bankrupt 
Quaker  than  any  thing  else.  But  Til  make  you  aa 
spnice  as  ever  was  a  canting  rogue  of  your  party." 

So  raying,  and  humming  at  the  same  time  the 
cavalier  tune, — 

"  '  Ttioufh  for  a  time  we  lee  Whitehall 
With  cobwebs  hung  amuiid  tlie  wall, 
Yet  Heaven  fhall  make  ameadi  for  all. 
When  the  Kinv  atiall  enjoy  hii  own  affain' " 

"  Thou  forgettest  who  are  without,"  said  Colonel 
Everard. 

"No— I  remember  who  are  within,"  replied  his 
friend.  "I  only  sing  to  my  merry  goblins,  who  will 
like  me  all  the  better  for  it.  Tush,  man,  the  devils 
arc  my  bonos  socioa,  and  when  I  see  th<'m,  I  will  war- 
rant they  prove  such  roaring  boys  as  I  knew  when  J 
served  under  Lumford  and  Goring,  fellows  with  long 
nails  that  nothing  escaped,  bottomless  stomachs  that 
nothing  filled,— mad  for  pillaging,  ranting,  drinking. 
J  :     I  ;— sleeping  rough  on  the  trenches,  and 

f^Vlr^-'  srnly  in  tneir  boots.    Ah!  those  merry 

il;i y>  t  el  Well,  it  is  the  fashion  to  make  a  grave 

ince  u„  L  ,1 1  i.ong  cavaliera,  and  specially  the  parsons 
That  have  lost  their  tithe-pigs;  but  I  was  fitted  for 
the  eletnen!  of  the  time,  and  never  did  or  can  desire 
mtrFRT  duvH  than  I  had  during  that  same  barbarous, 
hkaoHy,  anii  unnatural  rebellion." 

"Thtwj  Wirt  ever  a  wild  sea-bird.  Roger,  even  ac 
cording  lo  vour  name;  liking  the  gale  better  than  tho 
calm,  tJiH  rKiisterous  ocean  l)etter  than  the  smooth 
lFtk(%  nnd  yr>ur  rough,  wild  struggle  against  the  wind, 
than  daily  fitod,  ease,  andquiet.''^ 

"  Pshaw !  a  fig  for  your  smooth  lake,  and  your  old 
woman  to  feed  me  with  brewer's  grains,  and  the 
poor  drake  obliged  to  come  swattering  whenever 
she  whistles!  Everard,  I  like  to  feel  the  wind  rustle 
aftainst  my  pinions,— now  diving,  now  on  the  crest 
of  the  wave,  now  in  ocean,  now  in*sky— that  is  tho 
wild-drake's  joy,  my  grave  one!  And  in  the  Civil 
War  so  it  went  with  us— down  in  one  country,  up 
in  another,  beaten  to-day,  victorious  to-morrow— 
now  starving  in  some  barren  leaguer— now  revelling 
in  a  Pn.sbyteriairs  pantry— hia  cellare,  his  plate- 
chest,  his  old  judicial  thumo-ring,  liis  pretty  serving- 
wench,  all  at  command !" 
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"  Hush,  friend/'  mui  Kvorard ;  "  remember  I  hold 
that  ptfrsiiasion." 

"  More  the  pity,  Mark,  more  the  pity,"  said  Wild- 
rake;  ''but,  as  you  sav.  it  is  needless  talking  of  it. 
Let  us  eVn  go  and  set;  now  your  Presbvterian  pastor. 
Mr.  Holdenough,  has  fared,  and  whoihorhe  ha8provi«d 
more  able  to  foil  the  foul  Fiend  than  have  you  his 
dificiple  and  auditor." 

They  left  the  apartment  accordingly,  and  were  over- 
whelmed with  tlie  various  incoherent  accounts  of  sen- 
tinels and  others,  all  of  whom  had  seen  or  heard  some- 
thinj?  extraordinary  in  the  course  of  the  night.  It  is 
needless  to  de9cril>e  particularly  the  various  rumours 
which  each  contributed  to  the  common  stock,  with 
the  greater  alacrity  that  in  such  cases  there  seems 
always  to  be  a  sort  of  disgrace  in  not  having  seen  or 
Buffered  as  much  as  others. 

The  most  moderate  of  the  narrators  only  talked  of 
■ounds  like  the  mewing  of  a  cat,  or  the  growling  of  a 
dog,  especially  the  squeaking  of  a  pig.  They  heard 
also  as  if  it  had  been  nails  driven  and  saws  used,  and 
the  clashing  of  fetters,  and  the  rustling  of  silk  gowns, 
and  the  notes  of  music,  and  in  short  all  sorts  of  sounds 
which  have  nothing  to  do  with  each  other.  Others 
•wore  they  had  smelt  savours  of  various  kinds,  chiefly 
bituminous,  indicating  a  Satanic  derivation;  others 
did  not  indeed  swcar^  out  protested,  to  visions  of  men 
in  armour,  horses  without  heads,  asses  with  horns, 
and  cows  with  six  le^^s,  not  to  mention  black  figures, 
whose  cloven  hoofs  gave  plain  information  what  realm 
thcv  belonged  to. 

But  ihebc  strongly  attested  cases  of  nocturnal  dis- 
turbances among  the  sentinels  had  been  so  general, 
as  to  prevent  alarm  and  succour  on  anv  particular 
point,  so  that  those  who  were  on  duty  called  in  vain 
on  the  corps-de-gardc,  who  were  trembling  on  their 
own  post :  and  an  alert  enemy  might  have  done  com- 
plete execution  on  the  whole  garrison.  But  amid  this 
general  alcrte,  no  violence  appeared  to  be  meant,  and 

{innoyance,  not  injury^  seemed  to  have  been  the  gob- 
in's  object,  excepting  m  the  case  of  one  poor  feflow, 
a  trooper,  who  had  followed  Harrison  in  half  his  bat- 
tles, and  now  was  sentinel  in  that  very  vestibule  upon 
which  Everard  had  recommended  them  to  mount  a 
guard.  He  had  presented  his  carabine  at  something 
which  came  suddenly  upon  him,  when  it  was  wrested 
out  of  his  hands,  and  he  himself  knocked  down  with 
the  but-end  of  it.  His  broken  head,  and  the  drenched 
bedding  of  Desborough,  upon  whom  a  tub  of  ditch 
water  had  been  emptied  during  his  sleep,  were  the 
onlv  pieces  of  real  evidence  to  attest  the  disturbances 
of  the  night 

^  The  reports  from  Harrison's  apartment  were,  as  de- 
livered by  the  grave  Master  Tomkins,  that  truly  the 
General  had  passed  the  night  undisturbed,  though 
there  was  still  upon  him  a  dec-'p  sleep,  and  a  folding  of 
the  hands  to  slumber ;  from  which  Everard  argued 
that  the  machinators  had  esteemed  Harrison's  part  of 
the  reckoning  sutlicicntly  paid  off  on  the  preceding 
evening. 

He  then  proceeded  to  the  apartment  doubly  garri- 
■onod  by  the  worshipful  Desboroui^h,  and  the  pnilo- 
■pphical  Bletson.  They  were  both  up  and  dressing 
themselves,  the  former  open-mouthed  in  his  feeling  of 
fear  and  sufTering.  Indeed,  no  sooner  had  Everard 
entered,  than  the  ducked  and  dismayed  Colonel  made 
a  dismal  complaintof  the  way  he  had  spent  the  night, 
and  murmured  not  a  little  against  his  worshipful 
kinsin  m,  for  imposing  a  task  upon  him  which  in- 
ferred so  much  annoyance. 

"Could  not  his  Excellency,  my  kinsman  Noll,"  he 
suid,  "  have  given  his  poor  relative  and  brother-in-law 
a  sop  somewhere  else,  than  out  of  this  Wocxlstock. 
which  si^ems  to  be  the  devil's  own  porridge-pot?  I 
cannot  sup  broth  with  the  devil ;  I  have  no  long  spoon 
—not  I.    Could  he  not  have  quartered  me  in  some 

?uiel  comer,  and  given  this  haunted  place  to  some  of 
IS  preachers  and  prayers,  who  know  the  Bible  as  well 
as  the  muster-roll  ?  whereas  I  know  the  four  hoofc  of 
a  clean-going  nag,  or  the  points  of  a  team  of  oxen, 
better  than  all  the  books  of  Moses.  But  I  will  give  it 
over,  at  once  and  for  ever ;  hopes  of  earthly  |^in  shall 
liever  make  me  rim  the  risk  of  being  earned  away 
luxlily  by  the  devil,  besides  being  set  upon  my  head 


one  whole  ni^ihf,  and  Miisrrf  with  ditch  water  the  next 
So,  no— I  am  too  wise  fi»r  that." 
Masttr  Bloison  had  a  diffen^nt  part  to  act.   He  com 

Klain«xl  of  no  permnal  annoyances;  on  the  eontrary, 
e  diKrlared  he  should  have  slept  as  well  as  ever  h 
did  in  his  life,  but  for  the  abominable  di^furhancei 
around  him,  of  men  calling  lo  arms  every  half  hour, 
when  so  much  as  a  cat  trotted  by  one  of  tneir  potts- 
He  would  rather,  he  said,  *'  have  slept  among  a  whole 
sabaoih  of  witches,  if  such  creatures  could  be  found." 

"Then  you  think  there  are  no  such  thing*  as  appa- 
ritions. Master  Bletson  7"  sard  Everard.  I  used  to 
be  sceptical  on  the  subject ;  but,  on  my  life,  lo-nighl 
has  been  a  strange  one." 

"Dreams,  dreams,  dreams,  my  simple  Colonel,*' 
said  Bletson,  though  his  pale  face,  and  snakmg  limbs, 
belitd  the  assumed  couraee  with  which  be  spoke 
"  Old  Chaucer,  sir,  hath  told  os  the  real  moral  on't~ 
He  was  an  old  frequenter  of  the  forest  of  Woodstock, 
here" 

"  Chaser  T'  said  Desborough  ;  "  some  hnntsmao 
belike,  by  his  name— Does  he  walk,  like  Heame  at 
WindsorT' 

"Chaucer,"  said  Bletson.  "my dear  Desboroiigh,  i9 
one  of  those  wonderfiil  fellows,  as  Colonel  Rveran) 
knows,  who  live  many  a  hundred  years  after  they  an 
buried,  and  whose  words  haunt  our  ears  after  their 
bones  are  long  mouldered  in  the  dust." 

"Av,  ay!  well,"  answered  Desborough,  to  whom 
this  description  of  the  old  poet  was  unintefligibb— "I 
for  one  desire  his  room  rather  than  his  company— one 
of  your  conjurers,  I  warrant  him.  But  what  says  bs 
to  the  matter?" 

**Only  a  slight  spell,  which  I  will  take  the  freednni 
to  repeat  to  Colonel  Everard."  said  Bletson ;  **  but 
which  would  be  as  bad  as  Greek  to  thee,  Desborough. 
—Old  Greoffrey  lays  the  whole  blame  of  our  Doctaroal 
disturbance  on  superfluity  of  humours,         < 

*  Whieii  canwn  fulke  In  dred  is  their  diessM 
Orarrnwci,  and  ot'tin  with  red  flenuM, 
RiKtit  as  ttie  humour  of  Melaneholf 
CauiN>lh  mnny  a  man  in  ili-ep  to  cry 
For  fear  of  rreat  balls  and  t>Mri  black. 
And  oUien  Uiat  black  devils  will  Iben  take.'  ** 


WTiile  he  was  thus  declaiming,  Everard  < 

book  sticking  out  from  beneath  the  pillow  of  the  bed 
lately  occupied  by  the  honourable  member. 

"Is  that  Chaucer?"  he  said,  making  to  tbevolame. 
— "  I  would  like  to  look  at  the  passage" 

"Chaucer?"— said  Bletson,  hastening  to  interfine; 
"  no— that  is  Lucretius,  my  darhng  Lucretius.  I  can- 
not let  you  see  it— I  have  some  pnvate  marks." 

But  by  this  time  Everard  had  the  book  in  his  hand. 
"Lucretius?"  he  said  ;  "no,  Master  Bletson— tins  is 
not  Lucretius,  but  a  ntter  comforter  in  dread  or  in 
danger— Why  should  you  be  ashamed  of  it?— Only, 
Bletson,  instead  of  resting  your  head,  if  yoo  can  but 
anchor  your  heart  upon  this  volume,  it  majjr  serve yoa 
in  better  stead  than  Lucretius  or  Chaucer  eitbiv.'' 

"  Why.  what  book  is  it  ?"  said  Bletson,  his  pale 
cheek  colouring  with  the  shsme  of  detection.— " Ob, 
the  Bible?"  throwing  it  down  contemptuously— "some 
book  of  my  fellow  Uibeon's— these  Jews  nave  been 
always  superstitious— ever  since  Juvenal's  tnne^  thoa 
knowest — 

'  dMliaeunqiM  volea  Jad»i  aoaate  vaodanL* 

He  left  me  the  old  book  for  a  spell,  I  warrant  yoo,  for 
'tis  a  well-meaning  fool." 

"  He  would  scarce  have  left  the  New  Testament  as 
well  as  the  Old."  said  Everard.  **  Come,  my  dear 
Bletson,  do  not  be  ashamed  of  the  wisest  tiling  yoo 
ever  did  in  your  life,  supposing  you  took  your  Bnle  in 
an  hour  of  apprehension,  with  a  view  to  prolSt  by  the 
contents." 

Bletson's  vanity  was  so  much .  galled,  that  it  ove^ 
came  his  constitutional  cowardice.  His  little  thin 
fingers  quivered  for  eagerness,  his  neck  and  cheeks 
were  as  red  as  scarlet,  and  his  articulation  was  as 
thick  snd  vehement  as— in  short,  as  if  be  had  been  no 
philosopher. 

"Master  Everard,"  he  said,  " you  are  a  man  of  tbs 
sword,  sir,— and,  sir,  you  seem  to  suppose  yourself  en- 
titled to  say  whatever  comes  into  yotir  miiid  with 
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reipect  to  cmlians,  nr-Bot  I  woaM  htre  ypa  remem- 
ber, sir,  that  there  are  bounds  beyond  which  human 
patience  may  be  urged,  sir,— and  jests  which  no  man 
of  honour  will  endure,  sir.— and  therefore  I  expect  an 
•poloffy  for  your  present  language.  Colonel  Everard, 
and  this  anmanneriy  jesting,  sir,— or  you  may  chance 
to  hear  from  mc  in  a  way  that  will  not  please  you." 

Everard  could  not  help  smiling  at  this  explosion  of 
▼alour,  engendered  by  irritated  self-love. 

"Look  you  Master  Blctson," he  said,  "I  have  been 
a  soldier,  that  is  rme,  but  I  was  never  a  bloody-mind- 
ed one ;  and  as  a  Christian,  I  am  unwilhng  to  enlaige 
the  kingdom  of  darkness  by  sendinp;  a  new  vassal 
thither  before  his  time.  If  Heaven  gives  you  time  to 
repent  I  see  no  reason  why  my  band  should  deprive 
you  or  it  which,  were  we  to  hajire  a  rencontre,  would 
be  your  late  in  the  thrust  of  a  sword,  or  the  puUins 
of  a  trifKer— I  therefore  prefer  to  apologue;  and  I 
call  Dt'sboron^h.  if  he  has  recovered  his  wits,  to  bear 
evidence  that  I  do  apologize  for  having  suspected  you, 
who  are  completely  the  slave  of  your  own  vanity,  of 
any  tendencv,  howenrer  slight,  towards  grace  or  good 
sense.  And  I  farther  apologize  for  the  time  that  I 
have  wasted  in  endeavouring  to  wash  an  Ethiopian 
white,  or  in  recommending  rational  inquiry  to  a  self- 
willed    theisL" 

Bletson.  overjoyed  at  the  turn  the  matter  had  taken 
—for  the  defiance  was  scarce  out  of  his  mouth  ere  he  , 
bc^n  to  tremble  for  the  consequences— answered 
with  great  eagerness  and  servility  of  manner,— "  Nay. 
dearest  Colonel,  say  no  more  of'^it— an  apology  is  all 
that  is  necessary  among  men  of  honour— it  neither 
leaves  dishonour  with  him  who  asks  it,  nor  infere 
degradation  on  him  who  makes  it." 

"Not  such  an  apology  as  I  have  made,  I  trust," 
nid  the  Colonel. 

"  No,  no— not  in  the  least,**  answered  Bletson,— 
**one  apology  serves  me  just  as  well  as  another,  and 
Dfsboroiigh  will  bear  witness  vou  have  made  one, 
and  that  is  all  there  can  be  saia  on  the  subject." 

*'  Master  Desborough  and  you,"  rejoined  the  Colo- 
nel, "  will  take  care  how  the  matter  is  reported,  I  dare 
say,  and  I  only  recommend  it  to  both,  that,  if  men- 
tioned at  all,  it  may  be  told  correctly." 

"  Nay,  nay,  we  will  not  mention  it  all,*'  said  Blet- 
son, "wc  will  forget  it  from  this  moment  Only, 
never  suppose  me  capable  of  superetitious  weakness. 
Had  I  been  afraid  of  apparent  and  real  danger— why 
such  fear  is  natural  to  man— and  I  will  not  deny  that 
the  mood  of  mmd  may  have  happen^  to  me  as  well 
as  to  others.  But  to  be  thought  capable  of  resorting 
to  spells,  and  sleeping  with  books  under  my  pillow  to 
aei'urc  myself  against  ghosts,— on  my  word,  it  was 
enough  to  provoke  one  to  quarrel,  for  the  moment, 
with  his  very  best  friend.— And  now.  Colonel,  what 
is  to  be  done,  and  how  is  our  duty  to  be  executed  at 
this  accursed  placv  ?  If  I  should  get  such  a  wetting 
as  Desborouj^h's,  why  I  should  die  of  catarrh,  though 
you  see  it  hurts  him  no  more  than  a  bucket  of  water 
thrown  over  a  posthorse.  You  are,  I  presurne^  a  bro- 
ther in  our  commission ;  how  are  you  of  opinion  we 
should  proceed  V* 

"Why,  in  pood  time  here  comes  Harrison,'*  sakt 
Evcranf,  **  and  I  will  lay  my  commisskin  from  the 
Lord  C^eneral  before  you  all ;  which,  as  you  see,  Co- 
lonel Desborough,  commands  you  to  desist  from  act- 
ing on  your  present  authority,  and  intimates  his 
pleasure  accordingly,  that  you  withdraw  frt>m  this 
place." 

Desborough  took  the  paper  and  examined  the  sig- 
nature.—"It  is  Noll's  signature  sure  enough,"  said 
he,  dropping  his  under  jaw;  "only,  every  time  of  late 
be  has  made  the  Oliver  as  Isrge  as  a  giant,  while  the 
Cromvcll  creeps  after  like  a  dwarf,  as  if  the  surname 
were  like  to  dinappcar  one  of  these  days  altogether. 
But  is  his  Excellency,  our  kinsman,  Noll  Cromwell, 
(since  he  has  the  surname  yet,)  so  unreasonable  as  to 
think  his  relations  and  friends  are  to  be  set  upon  their 
heads  till  they  have  the  crick  in  their  neck— drenched 
as  if  they  had  been  plunged  in  a  horscppnd— fright- 
ened, day  and  night,  by  all  sort  of  devils,  witcnes. 
and  fairiet*.  and  get  not  a  penny  of  smart-money? 
Adzooks,  (forgive  me  for  swearing,)  if  that's  the  case. , 
I  had  better  nome  to  my  farm,  and  mind  team  and  | 


herd,  than  dangte^  after  surh  a  th^rnkkwi  p^irton, 
ibou gh  1  havt  wived  biB  si ■i!4f r.  Sht  w a »  noor  t? nough 
whi^n  I  took  her,  for  ae  high  as  Noll  huWa  his  head 
now*" 

"It  is  not  my  purpow/*  said  Bletson,  '*to  stir  de- 
bate irt  this  faotioymble  meeting;  and  no  one  will 
doubt  the  vtmemtiun  nnd  attach  men  I  which  1  bear  to 
our  noble  GeneTnl,  whom  the  current  of  even  la,  and 
hiH  own  maichks*  qualities  of  rtiurap?  and  constan- 
fry,  have  raised  po  high  in  iheae  deplorable  days. — If 
I  were  (o  term  hirn  a  direct  and  immecfiate  emaiia- 
Uoti  of  ihe  Animus  J^Jundt  itself— ^Homething  which 
Nature  had  produced  in  ht^r  pn^udn^st  hour,  while  ex- 
erting hereelr,  aa  ia  her  Inw^  for  the  pFeserrriiion  of 
the  cruotures  to  whom  she  hna  eivfn  esd^tence— I 
tihi>ttld  etcarce  exhaust  the  ideas  which  I  entertain  d 
him.  Always  proiesting^  that  I  am  by  no  mcrius  to 
be  held  as  admjttiriig,  but  mcn?ly  hs  granting  for  the 
sake  of  argument,  the  pussiblf-  cKistence  of  mat  spe- 
cs c(<  of  emanation,  or  ejEhnlatitm,  from  the  Animus 
JI'Tundi,  oi  which  I  have  tiiade  mention.  I  appeal  to 
you.  Colonel  Deiboroueh,  who  are  his  Excel [cncy*s 
rtlation^to  s^ou,  Co  loud  Everard,  who  bold  the  dearer 
title  of  hii  friend,  whether  1  have  overrated  my  zeal 
in  his  behalf?" 

Evtraril  bowed  at  this  pause,  but  Dflsborongh  ffave* 
a  more  comnleie  aut ben tj cation.  **  Nay,  I  can  oeai 
witness  to  that !  J  have  seen  when  you  were  u  illing 
to  tie  his  poimff  or  brush  his  cloak,  or  the  like— and  to 
tit  treat etf  ihtu*  tirigrj^Tc fully— and  gtirlKfoncd  of  the 

opjjortimitica  which  had  been  ^ven  you  '- — 

^'  Iria  not  for  that,"  paid  Bletson,  wavini?  his  hand 
in^c^ul  I  y,  "  You  d  o  me  w  ron»i  Mast  er  D  csbo  rough 
—you  do  indwd,  kind  sir— o  It  hough  I  know  you 
meant  ii  not— No,  air— no  partial  coEtSitderntion  of 
private  interest  prevailed  on  mc  to  underrakt  this 
chame,  h  was  conferrpd  on  mc  by  the  Parliament 
of  f.ngiandj  m  wlume  name  this  war  commf  need, 
and  by  the  Council  of  State,  who  arc  the  conferva 
tors  of  England'*  liberty.  And  iho  chance  and  se 
rene  hops  of  serviiij?  the  country,  the  confident  that 
I— and  foiu  Mantlet  Dc»bonjugli— and  you,  worthy 
General  HarnMn—auperior,  as  I  am^  lo  all  selfion 
coimdii rations*— to  wbieh  1  am  »ure  yoo  al^»  good 
Colonel  Evcmrd,  wontd  be  superior,  had  you  been 
nameiJ  in  this  eommiasion,  a»  i  would  to  Heaven  you 
had— I  Hay.  iht  hope  of  serving  ihe  country,  with  the 
aid  of  auch  rcapectable  associates,  cine  and  ^  of 
them— aa  well  as  you,  Cobnel  Everordt  supposing  you 
to  have  been  of  the  number,  induced  mc  to  acfipt  of 
this  opportunity,  whereby  I  might,  gratuitously,  with 
yourassifitancc,  render  so  mucli  aiivantai^  to  our  dear 
mother  the  Comntonwi^aUh  of  Etigland.— Such  was 
my  hope — my  trust- my  confidence^  And  riow  romes 
my  Lpiird  Genera  Pi  warrant  to  disjsolve  thy  authority 
by  which  we  are  entitled  to  act.  Gentlemen,  I  aak 
this  honountble  m^'eting,  (with  all  respect  to  his  ex- 
cellency,) whether  his  commiaaion  be  paramount  to 
that  frt>m  which  hs  himsilf  directly  holds  Mm  com- 
mission ?  No  ono^  win  say  eo*  I  a*k  whether  he 
hosdimbod  into  tha  Mfoi  fri>m  which  the  late  Man  de- 
scended, or  hath  n  p^at  seal,  or  means  to  pract^xl  by 
prcTog^ative  in  fuch  a  case  7  1  cannot  si^  Tea^>n  to 
believe  it,  and  thertfore  I  mtm  resist  auch  doctrine. 
I  am  in  your  judgment,  my  brawaod  honourablf^col- 
league*  ^  but  touching  my  own  pocir  opinion,  I  feel 
niyeelf  under  the  unhappy  necessity  of  prnceetJing  in 
our  com  mi  SSI  o»,  as  if  tlic  inierruption  had  not  taken 
pIehtc  i  wjih  this  add  Li  ion,  that  the  Hoard  of  Sit^uea- 
trators  shaitid  sit,  by  day,  at  this  same  LckI*^  of 
Wootistock,  but  that,  to  reconcile  the  minds  of  weak 
brethren,  who  may  be  aAlicti'd  by  supjcraiiiious  ru-  . 
m*>ur*^  as  well  as  to  avoid  any  practice  on  ourt^^Tsona 
by  the  matignants,  who,  I  am  convinced,  are  busy  in 
this  neif^hbourho'Mii,  wc  should  remove  our  sitimga 
nfrcr  sunset  to  the  George  Inn,  in  the  neighbouring 
boroufih.'* 

"Good  Master  Bletson,"  replied  Colonel  Everard. 
**  it  is  not  for  me  to  reply  to  you ;  but  you  may  knt  w 
in  what  characters  ihia  army  of  England  and  their 
General  wntc  their  authority,  t  fear  tne  tho  annota- 
tion on  this  orecept  of  the  (ieneral,  will  be  f;i pressed 
by  the  march  of*  troop  of  horse  from  O.xfbrd  tu  aes  it 
eiecuUid.    I  UUeve  there  Dr«  ordt^rs  out  for  that  af- 
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fecf ;  and  von  know  by  late  cxporienco,  thnt  the  »!- 
dcr  will  olxv  his  General  equally  against  King  and 
Parl-anionf. 

"Thnt  olKdicnco  is  ronditional,  said  Harrinon, 
ufariinj'  fii-pely  up.  " Kno\v*8t  thou  not,  Markham 
Evcraril,  that  I  have  followed  the  man  Cromwell  as 
closp  as  the  hull-doR  follows  his  master  1— and  so  I 
•will  yet ;— but  I  am  no  spaniel,  either  to  be  beaten,  or 
to  have  the  food  I  have  earned  snatched  from  nw,  as 
if  I  were  a  vileetir,  whose  wages  are  a  whipping,  and 
free  Irave  to  wear  my  own  skm.  I  looked,  amonffst 
the  thrw  of  na,  that  we  might  honestly  and  piously, 
and  with  advantai?c  to  the  Commonwealth,  have 
pained  out  of  this  commission  three,  or  it  mky  be  five 
thousand  pounds.  And  does  Cromwell  imagine  I  will 
>art  with  it  for  a  rough  word  ?  No  man  goeth  a  war- 
-Tare  on  his  own  charges.  He  that  serves  the  altar 
must  live  by  the  altar— and  the  saints  must  have 
means  to  provide  them  with  good  harness  and  fresh 
horses  ngnin^t  the  unst^aling  and  the  pouring  forth. 
Does  Croinwoll  think  I  am  so  much  of  a  tame  tiger  as 
to  permit  him  to  rend  from  me  at  pleasure  the  mise- 
rable dolo  he  hath  thrown  me?  Of  a  surety  I  will 
resist ;  and  the  men  who  are  here,  being  chiefly  of  mv 
own  reifiuienl— men  who  wait,  and  who  expect,  with 
lamps  burnin:;  and  loins  ginled,  and  each  one  his 
weapon  hound  upon  his  tliii;h,  will  aid  me  to  make 
this  housH  good  airainst  every  assault— ay,  even  against 
Cr«)mwell  himself,  until  the  latter  comin{r— Selah ! 
Splnh !" 

"And  I,"  said  Desborough,  "will  levy  troops  and 
protect  your  out-quarters,  not  choosing  at  present  to 
close  myself  up  in  garrison" 

"And  I,"  s:iid  Bleison,  "will  do  my  part,  and  hie 
n^c  to  town  and  lay  the  matter  before  Parliament,  aris- 
ing in  my  place  for  that  cflTect." 

Everard  was  little  moved  by  all  these  threats.  The 
only  formidable  one,  indeed,  was  that  of  Harrison, 
who.^  enthusiasm,  joined  with  his  courage,  and  ob- 
ftina'^y.  and  character  among  the  fanatics  or  his  own 
principles,  made  him  a  dangerous  enemy.  Before 
irj'in;?  anv  arguments  with  the  refractory  Major- 
Genera  1,  Evrrard  endeavoured  to  moderate  his  feel- 
ings, and  threw  something  in  about  the  late  disturb- 
an^'es. 

"Talk  not  to  me  of  sapematural  disturbances, 
youn:;  man— talk  not  to  me  of  enemies  in  the  body  or 
out  of  the  bodv.  Am  I  not  the  champion  chosen  and 
commissioned  to  encounter  and  to  conquer  the  great 
Dragon,  and  the  Beast  which  comcth  out  of  the  sea  ? 
Am  1  not  to  conmiand  the  left  wing  and  two  regi- 
ments of  the  centre,  when  the  Saints  shall  encotmter 
with  the  countless  legitms  of  Gog  and  Magog  1  I  tell 
thre  that  mv  name  is  written  on  the  sea  of  glass  min- 
gled with  fii-e,  and  that  I  will  kc*p  this  place  of  Wood- 
Btoek  against  nil  mortal  men,  and  against  all  devils, 
whethiT  in  field  or  chamlier,  in  the  forest  or  in  the 
ineadow,  even  till  the  Saints  reign  in  the  fullness  of 
their  glorv !" 

Everard  saw  it  was  then  time  to  produce  two  or 
three  lines  under  Cromwell's  hand,  which  he  had  re- 
ceive(l  from  the  General,  subscouently  to  thecommu- 
nmation  through  VVildrake.  The  information  they 
contained  was  calculated  to  allay  the  disappointment 
of  the  commissioners.  This  document  assigned  as 
the  reason  of  siip<;rscding  the  Woodstock  Commis- 
sion, that  he  should  probably  propose  td  the  Parlia- 
ment to  require  the  assistance  of  General  Harrison, 
Colonel  Desborough,  and  Master  Bletson,  the  hon- 
irurahle  member  for  T.ittlefaith,  in  a  much  greater 
matt/^r,  namely,  the  disposing  of  the  roval  property, 
and  dispnrkin/r  of  the  King's  forest  at  Windsor.  So 
Boon  as  this  idea  was  started,  all  parties  pricked  up 
their  ears ;  and  their  drooping,  ana  gloomy  and  vin- 
dictive \n<yka  l>eg:m  to  give  place  to  courteous  smiles, 
and  to  a  chwrfulness,  which  laughed  in  their  eyes,  and 
iume<l  their  mustaches  upwards. 

Colonel  Desborough  acquitted  his  right  honourable 
and  excellent  cousin  and  kinsman  of  all  species  of 
unkindness;  Master  Bletson  discovered,  that  the  in- 
terest of  the  state  was  trebly  concerned  in  the  gfKxl 
administration  of  Windsor  more  than  in  that  of 
Womlsfoek.  As  for  Harrison,  he  exclaimwl,  without 
disguise  or  hesitation,  that  the  gleaning  of  the  grapes 


of  Windsor  was  better  than  the  vintage  of  W^ood- 
stock.  Thus  speaking,  the  glance  of  his  dark  eye  ex- 
pn*s.sed  as  much  triumph  in  the  proposed  earthly 
advantage,  as  if  it  had  not  been,  according  to  his  vain 
persuasion,  to  be  shortly  exchanged  for  nis  share  in 
the  general  reign  of  the  Millennium.    His  delight,  in 


short,  R*Hemhiod  the  joy  of  an  eagle,  who  preys  upon 
a  lamb  in  the  evening  with  not  the  leas  refish.  be- 
cause she  descries  in  the  distant  landscape  a  hon- 


dred  thousand  men  about  to  join  battle  with  daybreak, 
and  to  give  her  an  endless  feast  on  the  hearts  and 
lifcblood  of  the  valiant. 

Yet  though  all  agreed  that  they  would  be  obedient 
to  the  General's  pleasure  in  this  matter^  BletMn  pro- 
posed, as  a  prccautionarv  measure,  in  which  all 
ajgreed,  that  they  should  take  up  their  abode  for  some 
time  in  the  town  of  Woodstock,  to  wait  for  their  new 
commissions  respecting  Windsor;  and  this  upon  the 
prudential  consideration,  that  it  was  beat  not  to  aup 
one  knot  until  another  was  first  tied. 

Rich  comniissioncr,  therefore,  wrote  to  Oliver  in- 
dividually, stating,  in  his  own  way,  the  depth  and 
height,  length  and  breadth,  of  his  attachment  to  bun. 
Each  expressed  himself  resolved  to  obey  the  General's 
injunctions  to  the  uttermost ;  but  vrith  the  same  scru- 
pulous devotion  to  the  Parliament,  each  found  him- 
self at  a  loss  how  to  lay  down  the  commission 
intrusted  to  them  by  that  body,  and  thert^ore  felt 
bound  in  conscience  to  take  up  his  residence  at  the 
borough  of  Woodstock,  that  he  might  not  seem  to 
abanffon  the  charge  committed  to  tncm,  until  they 
should  be  called  to  administrate  the  weightier  matter 
of  Windsor,  to  which  they  expressed  their  willingness 
instantly  to  devote  themselves,  according  to  his  Ex- 
cellency s  pleasure. 

This  was  the  general  style  of  their  letters,  varied 
by  the  characteristic  fiourisnes  of  the  writers.  Des- 
borough, for  example,  said  something  about  the  reli- 
gious  duty  of  providing  for  one's  own  nooschold,  only 
he  blundered  the  text  Bletson  wrote  long  and  big 
words  about  the  political  obligation  incumbent  oa 
every  member  of  the  community,  on  every  person,  to 
sacnfice  his  time  and  talents  to  the  service  of  his 
country;  while  Harrison  talked  of  the  Uttleness  of 
present  afTairs,  in  comparison  of  the  approaching  tre- 
mendous change  of  all  things  beneath  the  sun.  But 
although  the  garnishing  of  the  various  epistles  was 
different,  the  result  came  to  the  same,  that  they  were 
determined  at  least  to  keep  sight  of  Woodstock,  until 
they  were  well  assured  of  some  better  and  more  pro- 
fitable commission. 

Everard  also  wrote  a  letter  in  the  roost  gratefbl 
tenns  to  Cromwell,  which  would  probably  have  been 
less  warm  had  he  known  more  distinctly  than  his 
follower  chose  to  tell  him,  the  expectation  under 
which  the  wily  General  had  granted  nis  request  He 
acquainted  his  Excellency  with  his  purpose  of  coa- 
tinuing  at  Woodstock,  partly  to  assure  himsdf  of  the 
motions  of  the  three  Commissioners,  and  to  watch 
whether  they  did  not  again  enter  upon  the  execution 
of  the  trust,  which  they  had  for  the  present  renounced, 
—and  partly  to  see  that  some  extraordinary  circum- 
stances, which  had  taken  place  in  the  Lodge,  and 
which  would  doubtless  transpire,  were  not  followed 
by  any  explosion  to  the  disturbance  of  the  public 
peace.  He  knew  (as  he  expressed  himself)  that  his 
Excellency  was  so  much  the  friend  of  order,  that  he 
would  rather  disturbances  or  insurrections  were  pre- 
vented than  punished;  and  he  conjured  the  General 
to  repose  confidence  m  his  exertions  for  the  public 
service  by  every  mode  within  his  power ;  not  awareb 
it  will  be  observed,  in  what  peculiar  senae  hia  general 
pledge  might  be  interpreted. 

Theee  letters  being  made  up  into  a  packet,  were 
forwarded  to  Windsor  by  a  trooper,  detached  on  that 
errand. 


CHAPTER  XVIL 
Ws  do  that  in  odr  seal, 
Oar  calmer  momenti  ve  afraid  to  a 

While  the  Commissioners  were  preparing  to  RH 
move  themsdvea  froiii  the  Lodge  to  the  inn  at  tht 


€ha».  xvn.] 


WOODSTOCK. 


borough  of  Worxlstock,  with  all  that  state  and  bustle 
which  attend  the  movements  of  ^n^at  persons,  and 
especially  of  such  to  whom  greatnf^ss  is  not  entirely 
familiar,  Evorard  held  some  colloquy  with  the  Prcs- 
oyterian  clcrur>'man,  Master  HoldcnouRh,  who  had 
issued  from  the  apartment  which  he  had  occupied,  as 
It  were  in  defiance  of  the  spirits  by  whom  the  man- 
sion was  supposed  to  be  distiurbed,  and  whose  pale 
cheek  and  pensive  brow  gave  token  that  he  had  not 
passed  the  night  more  comfortably  than  the  other 
inmates  of  the  Lodge  of  Woodstock.  Colonel  Eve- 
rard  having  offered  to  procure  the  reverend  gentle- 
man  some  refreshment,  received  this  reply :—  This 
day  shall  I  not  taste  food,  saving  that  which  we  are 
assured  of  as  sufficient  for  our  sustenance,  where  it  is 
promised  that  our  bread  shall  be  given  us,  and  our 
water  shall  be  sure.  Not  that  I  fast^  in  the  papistical 
opinion  that  it  adds  to  those  merits,  which  are  but 
an  accumulation  of  filthy  rags;  but  because  I  hold  it 
needful  that  no  grosser  sustenance  should  this  day 
cloud  my  understanding,  or  render  less  pure  and  vivid 
the  thanks  I  owe  to  Heaven  for  a  most  wonderful 
pr*«rr\ation." 

"  Master  Holdenough,"  said  Evcrard,  "  you  are,  I 
know,  both  a  good  man  and  a  bold  one,  and  I  saw 
you  last  night  courageously  go  upon  your  sacred  duty, 
when  solfiiers,  and  tried  ones,  seemed  considerably 
alarmed." 

"Too  courageous— too  venturous,"  was  Master 
Holdenough's  reply,  the  boldness  of  whose  aspect 
seemed  completely  to  have  died  awav.  "We  arc 
frail  creatures,  Master  Evcrard,  and  frailest  when  we 
think  ourselves  strongest.  On,  Colonel  Everard," 
he  added,  after  a  pause,  and  as  if  the  confidence  was 
partly  involuntary,  "  1  nave  seen  that  which  I  shall 
never  survive !" 

"  You  surprise  me,  reverend  sir,"  said  Everard  ;— 
*  may  I  request  you  will  speak  more  plainly  ?  I  have 
neara  some  stones  of  this  wild  night,  nay.  nave  wit- 
nessed strange  things  myself;^  but,  mcthinks,  I  would 
be  much  intcrestoa  in  knowing  the  nature  of  your 
disturbance." 

"  Sir,"  said  the  clergyman,  "  you  are  a  discreet  gen- 
tleman ;  and  thoughi  would  not  vtrillingly  that  these 
heiftics,  schismatics  Brownists,  Aliigglctonians, 
Anabaptists,  and  so  forth^  had  such  an  opportunity 
of  triumph,  as  my  defeat  m  this  matter  would  have 
afforded  them,  yet  with  you,  who  have  been  ever  a 
faithful  follower  of  our  church,  and  are  pledged  to 
the  good  cause  by  the  great  National  League  and 
Covenant,  surely  I  would  be  more  open.  Sit  we 
down,  tiiercforc,  and  let  me  call  for  a  glass  of  pure 
water,  for  as  yet  I  feel  some  bodily  faltering ;  though. 
I  thank  Heaven,  lam  in  mind  resolute  and  composed 
as  a  merely  mortal  man  may  after  such  a  vision.— 
They  say,  worthy  Colonel,  that  looking  on  such 
things  foretells,  or  causes  speedy  death— 1  know  not 
if  it  be  true;  but  if  so,  I  only  depart  like  the  tried  sen- 
tinel when  his  officer  releases  him  from  his  post; 
and  slad  shall  I  he  to  close  these  wearied  eyesagoinst 
the  sf'^'ht,  and  shut  these  harassed  ears  against  the 
croaking,  as  of  frogs,  of  Antinomians,  and  Pelagians, 
and  SiKmians,  and  Armiiiians,  and  Arians,  and  Nul- 
lifidians  which  have  come  up  into  our  England,  like 
those  filthy  reptiles  into  the  house  of  Pharaoh." 

Here  one  of  the  servants  who  had  been  summoned, 
entered  with  a  cup  of  water,  gazini^  at  the  same  time 
in  the  face  of  the  clergyman,  as  if  his  stupid  gray 
tyes  wen*  endeavouring  to  read  what  tragic  tale  was 
written  on  his  brow;  and  shaking  his  empty  scull  as 
he  left  the  room,  with  the  air  of  one  who  was  proud 
of  having  discovered  that  all  was  not  eiactly  right, 
t)iou;;h  he  could  not  so  well  guess  what  was  wrong. 

C'i>]oiif  1  Everard  invited  the  good  man  to  take  some 
refrfshniint  more  genial  than  the  pure  element,  but 
be  diciined:  '*I  am  in  some  sort  a  champion,  he 
said ;  "  and  though  I  have  been  foiled  in  the  late  con- 
Irrivcrsy  with  the  Enemy,  still  I  have  my  trumpet  to 
give  \hf.  ninnn.  and  my  sharp  sword  to  smite  withal ; 
Thcrelon*,  like  the  Nazaritea  of  old,  I  will  cat  nothing 
thai  coriM'ih  of  the  vine,  neither  drink  wine  nor 
atroni^  driiik,  until  these  my  days  of  combat  shall 
have  i^riM'til  away." 

Kindly  and  respectfully  the  Colonel  anew  pressed 
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Master  Holdenoagh  to  communicate  the  ( /ents  that 
had  befallen  him  on  the  preceding  night;  and  the 
good  clcrj^man  proceeded  as  follows,  with  that  little 
characteristical  touch  of  vanity  in  his  narrative,  which 
naturally  arose  out  of  the  part  he  had  played  in  the 
world,  and  the  influence  which  he  had  e^tercised  over 
the  minds  of  others.  "  I  was  a  young  man  at  the 
University  of  Cambridge,"  he  said,  "  when  I  was 
particularly  bound  in  fnendship  to  a  fellow-student, 
perhaps  because  we  were  esteemed  (though  it  is  vain 
to  mention  it)  the  most  hopeful  scholars  at  our  col- 
lege ;  and  so  equnlly  advanced,  that  it  was  difficult, 
perhaps^  to  say  which  was  the  greater  proficient  in 
his  studies.  Only  our  tutor.  Master  Purefoy,  used  to 
say,  that  if  my  comrade  had  the  advantage  of  me  in 
gifts,  I  had  the  better  of  him  in  grace;  for  he  was  at- 
tached to  the  profane  learning  of  the  classics,  always 
unprofitable,  often  impious  and  impure;  and  I  had 
light  enough  to  turn  my  studies  into  the  sacred 
tongues.  Also  we  differed  in  our  opinions  touching 
the  Church  of  England,  for  he  held  Arminian  opin- 
ions, with  Laud,  and  those  who  would  connect  our 
ecclesiastical  establishment  with  the  civil,  and  make 
the  Church  dependent  on  the  breath  of  an  earthly 
man.  In  fine,  he  favoured  Prelacy  both  in  essentials 
and  ceremonial ;  and  although  we  pnrt(>d  with  tears 
and  embraces,  it  was  to  follow  very  different  courses. 
He  obtained  a  living,  and  became  a  great  controver- 
sial writer  in  behalf  of  the  Bishops  and  of  the  Court. 
I  also,  as  is  well  known  to  you,  to  the  best  of  my  poor 
abihties,  sharpened  my  pen  in  the  cause  of  the  poor 
oppressed  people,  whose  tender  consciences  rejected 
the  rites  and  ceremonies  more  befitting  a  papistical 
than  a  reformed  Church,  and  which,  according  to  the 
blinded  policy  of  the  Court,  were  enforced  by  pains 
and  penalties.  Then  came  the  Civil  War.  and  I — 
callea  thereunto  by  my  conscience,  and  nothing  fear- 
ing or  suspecting  what  miserable  cons(>(iuences  have 
chanced,  through  the  rise  of  these  Indepindents-*- 
consented  to  lend  my  countenance  and  labour  to  the 
great  work,  by  becoming  chaplain  to  Colonel  Harri> 
son's  regiment.  Not  that  I  mingled  with  carnal  wea- 
pons in  the  field— which  Heaven  forbid  that  a  minister 
of  the  altar  should— but  I  preached,  exhorted,  and,  in 
time  of  need,  was  a  surgeon,  as  well  to  the  wounds  of 
the  body  as  of  the  soul.  Now,  it  fell,  towards  the  end 
of  the  war,  that  a  party  of  malignants  had  seized  on 
a  strong  house  in  the  shire  of  Shrewsbury,  situated 
on  a  small  island,  advanced  into  a  lake,  and  access- 
ible only  by  a  small  and  narrow  causeway.  From 
thence  they  made  excursions,  and  vexed  the  country ; 
and  high  time  it  was  to  suppress  them,  so  that  a  part 
of  our  regiment  went  to  reduce  them ;  and  I  was  re- 
quested to  go,  for  they  were  few  in  number  to  lake  iu 
so  strong  a  place,  and  the  Colonel  judged  that  my 
exhortations  would  make  them  do  vafiantly.  And  so, 
contrary  to  my  wont,  I  went  forth  with  them,  even 
to  the  field,  where  there  was  valiant  fighting  on  both 
sides.  Nevertheless,  the  malignants  shooting  their 
wall-pieces  at  us,  had  so  much  the  advantage,  that 
after  bursting  their  gates  with  a  salvo  of  our  cannon. 
Colonel  Harrison  ordered  his  men  to  advance  on  the 
causeway,  and  try  to  carry  the  place  by  storm.  Nathc- 
less,  although  our  men  did  valiantly,  advancing  in 
»o<id  order,  yet  being  galled  on  every  side  by  the  fire, 
they  at  length  fell  into  disorder,  and  were  retreating 
with  much  lossL  Harrison  himself  valiantly  bringing 
up  the  rear,  and  defending  them  as  he  coiUd  against 
the  enemy,  who  sallied  forth  in  pursuit  of  them,  to 
smite  them  hip  and  thigh.  Now,  Colonel  Evcrard,  I 
am  a  man  of  quick  and  vehement  temper  by  nature, 
though  better  teaching  than  the  old  law  hath  made 
me  mild  and  patient  as  you  now  sec  me.  I  could  not 
l>rar  to  see  our  Israelites  flying  before  the  Philistines, 
so  I  rushed  upon  the  causi* way,  with  the  Bible  in  ooo 
hand,  and  a  halberd,  which  1  had  caught  up,  in  the 
other,  and  turned  back  the  foremost  fugitives,  by 
threatening  to  strike  them  down,  poinnng  out  to 
them  at  the  same  time  a  priest  in  his  cassock,  as 
they  call  it,  who  was  among  the  malignants,  and 
asking  them  whether  they  would  not  do  as  mueh  for 
a  true  si'rvant  of  Heaven,  as  the  uncircumcised  would 
for  a  priest  of  Baal.  My  won!?  and  ^trnkes  prevailed  j 
they  turned  at  once,  a'nd  shouting  out,  Down  witD 
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Baal  and  his  worshippers!  thef  charged  th«  maUg- 
nants  so  unexpectedly  home,  that  they  not  only  drove 
them  back  into  their  house  of  garrison,  but  entered  ir 
with  them,  as  the  phrase  is,  peUmell.  I  also  was 
there,  partly  hurriecl  on  by  the  crowd,  pardy  to  pre- 
rail  on  oiir  enraged  soldiers  to  give  quarter  {  for  it 

grieved  my  heart  to  see  Christians  and  Englishmen 
ashed  down  with  swords  and  gunstock&like  curs 
m  the  street  when  there  is  sn  alarm  of  mad  dogs.  In 
This  way,  the  soldiers  fighting  and  slaughtering,  and 
I  calling  to  them  to  stay  their  hand,  we  gained  the 
very  roof  of  the  building,  which  was  in  part  leaded, 
and  to  which,  as  a  last  tower  of  refuge,  those  of  the 
cavaliers,  who  yet  escaped,  had  retired.  I  was  myseU; 
I  may  say,  forced  up  the  narrow  winding  stsircase  by 
our  soldiers,  who  rushed  on  like  dogs  of  chase  upon 
their  prey ;  and  when  extricated  from  the  passage,  I 
found  myself  in  the  midst  of  a  horrid  scene.  The 
scattered  defenders  were,  some  resisting  with  the  fury 
of  despair ;  some  on  their  knees,  imploring  for  com- 
passion in  words  and  tones  to  break  a  man's  heart 
when  he  thinks  on  them ;  some  were  calling  on  GkKl 
for  mercy :  and  it  was  time,  for  man  had  none.  They 
were  stncken  down,  thrust  through,  flung  fh>m  the 
battlements  into  the  lake;  and  the  wild  cries  of  the 
victors,  mingled  with  the  groans,  shrieks,  and  cla- 
mours, of  the  vanquished,  made  a  sound  so  horriblei 
that  only  death  can  erase  it  from  my  memory.  And 
the  men  who  butchered  their  fellow-creatures  thus, 
were  neither  Pagans  from  distant  savage  lands,  nor 
ruffians,  the  refuse  and  ofTscourings  of  our  own  peo- 
ple. They  were  in  calm  blood  reasonable,  nay,  re- 
ligious men,  maintaining  a  fair  repute  both  heaven- 
ward and  earthward.  Oh,  Master  Everard^  your 
trade  of  war  should  be  feared  and  avoided,  smce  it 
converts  such  men  into  wolves  towards  their  fellow- 
creatures  I" 

"It  is  a  stem  necessity,"  said  Everard,  looking 
down,  "  'lUid  as  such  alone  is  justifiable— But  proceed, 
reverend  sir;  I  see  not  how  this  storm,  an  mcident 
but  e'en  too  frequent  on  both  sides  during  the  late 
war.connects  with  the  affair  of  last  night.'^ 

"You  shall  hear  anon,"  said  Mr  Holdenough ; 
then  paused  as  one  who  makes  an  effort  to  compose 
himself  before  continuing  a  relation,  the  tenor  of 
which  agitated  him  with  much  violence.—"  In  this 
infernal  tumult,"  he  resumed— "for  surely  nothing 
on  earth  could  so  much  resemble  hell,  as  when  men 
go  thus  loose  in  mortal  malice  on  their  fellow-crca- 
Cures,- 1  saw  the  same  priest  whom  I  had  distin- 
guished on  the  causeway,  with  one  or  two  other 
malignants,  pressed  into  a  corner  by  the  assailants, 
and  defending  themselves  to  the  hst,  as  those  who 
had  no  hope.— I  saw  him— I  knew  him— Oh,  Colonel 
Everard!" 

He  grasped  Everard's  hand  with  his  own  left 
hand,  and  pressed  the  palm  of  his  right  to  his  face 
and  forehead,  sobbing  aloud. 

"It  was  your  college  companion  1"  said  Everard, 
anticipattng  the  catastrophe. 

"Mine  ancient— mine  only  friend— with  whom  I 
had  spent  the  liappy  days  of  youth !— I  rushed  for- 
ward—I struggled— I  entreated.— But  my  eagerness 
jeft  me  neither  voice  nor  language— all  was  drowned 
in  the  wretched  cry  which  I  had  myself  raised- 
Down  with  the  priest  of  Baal— Slay  Mattan— slay 
him  were  he  between  the  altars  I— Forced  over  the 
battlements,  but  struggling  for  life.  I  could  see  him 
cling  to  one  of  those  projections  which  were  formed 
to  carry  the  water  from  the  leads— but  they  hacked 
at  his  arms  and  hands.— I  heard  the  heavy  fall  into 
the  bottomless  abyss  below.— Elxcuse  roe— I  cannot 
go  on !" 

"He  may  have  escaped?" 

'*^h!  no,  no,  no— tne  tower  was  four  stories  in 
height  Even  those  who  thrpw  themselves  into  the 
lake  from  the  lower  windows,  to  escape  by  swim- 
ming, had  no  safety;  for  mDimted  troopers  on  the 
shore  caught  the  same  biood-thirHty  humour  which 
had  seized  the  storming  party,  jrallopod  around  the 
niars;in  of  the  lake,  and  shot  ihoHc  who  wore  stnig- 
plinj^  for  life  in  the  water,  or  cut  them  down  na  they 
urove  to  get  to  land.  They  were  all  cut  off  and 
d'istroycd.— Oh !  may  the  blood  shed  on  that  day  i 


\  remain  nJentl— Oh !  chat  rhe  etrth  may  recove  it  in 
btT  rereaaeft!  Oh!  ihot  it  may  be  minffled  for  cvcf 
With  I  he  dark  waters  of  that  lake^  so  ihat  u  may 
never  cry  for  vcngiajiice  against  [ho«  wh4jBe  aof^ 
was  JleT€«,  and  who  Blaughiered  in  thpir  wrath  H 
And,  oh  1  mny  the  erring  man  be  fc?r;B!iVtfn  who  cams 
in  10  thvir  nasembly,  and  lent  ht9  voii.'t.-  lo  enootu^giB 
their  erudty!— OhI  Albany,  my  brociier,  edy  bmth«r 
— I  have  lamenttd  for  ihee  even  u  David  for  Jour 
tlianr'* 
The  aood  min  s^^bed  aloud,  and  m  much  did 
I  Everard  Bjmoathb«  with  his 


he  fjrt^kire  to  press  htm  up<>n  the  suN^ci  of  his  owb 
eurioftity  until  the  full  (ide  of  reoiorsemt  psssioD  bid 
for  tht!  i\mv:  abated.     It  waft,   bowerer,  fierce  and 


a^ Eating,  the  more  so^  pithapa,  that  indul|^noe  Dl 
Btronn  mental  feeling  of  any  kind  was  foreign  to  the 
severe  and  a#^tic  character  of  the  man,  and  w^ai 
therefore  the  more  overpowering  wl^n  it  bad  at  odce 
siirtiiounW  all  rest  rain  is.  Lar^  teara  ftowoi  dowa 
the  t^j:mblln{?  fea rurea  of  his  thin,  and  Uisu&Ily  st«tn. 
or  at  kast  ausuire  cotmtt^nancej  he  eagerly  r^tuniHi 
the  €iimpre^on  of  Everard 'a  hanrf^  a  a  jf  thankful  kt 
the  Bympnihy  which  the  care**  Jruplicd* 

Prem^-ntlv  after^  Mavier  Holdeonujgh  wiped  his  eyes; 
withdrew  hia  hand  Hcnily  from  ilmt  of  Everard.  shak- 
ing it  kindly  as  they  leaned,  and  prtHDeeded  wmnrun* 
eompoBure:  "Fordve  me  thici  Durnt  of  punoQits 
feelJn^^  worthy  Colonel.  I  am  con^cioua  it  little  be- 
Ci>inea  a  man  of  my  tloth,  who  ahotdd  be  ihii  beai^ 
of  consolation  to  othera,  to  give  way  ia  mine  own 
pr^n  to  an  extrcmiLy  of  grieC  weak  at  kmi,  if 
iiidted  it  is  not  sinful  t  foi  what  are  we:,  that  we 
should  weep  and  murmur  touching  that  which  is 
permiUed  1  But  Alhany  was  to  me  as  a  brother,  Tbs 
hafi^fiL'Si  diiya  of  my  life,  ere  my  call  to  minsle  mj-- 
self  in  the  strife  of  the  land  had  awakened  m,e  to  n^j 
duties,  were  apenl  in  hia  companv.— I— but  I  will 
niak+>  the  rest  of  my  story  abort.'*— Here  he  drew  his 
chair  cluse  to  that  of  Ev<?njrd,  and  spoke  in  a  solema 
and  mysterious  tone  of  voice,  almost  lowered  to  a 
whis|:>er— "^I  saw  him  last  nignt." 

"Saw  Aim— «aw  whom T^  said  Evaratd  "Cia 
you  mean  the  person  whom" 

*  Michul  HiidtQD,  tha  ftalnJiitant  eh«plaii)  of  Kiaf  Cta^m 
L,  rfi««ml»lMl,  m  h»  loriltr  lo  that  aaforiuala  Biontreta.  tim 
(ir.mimia  clunctir  nf  Dtxtar  RDehvclifft;  ud  tlw  eiRd» 
iinnr^t  or  him  fSnUi  w«r«  c^ttieU  ia  Ow  oiiniEin  of  th*  Pttf- 
brKTiui'di  Bccount  ^T  the  MlMnghti^T  of  hii  tchool  f«jtlf>«  i-bi 
■man  rliusert  ht  Charitw  1„  RJc^nf  with  John  ^ihbunriMBi>  li 
111!*  guide  Md  sttenUruii.  vr\mn  t*6  bdoptf^i  the  ill  vlriacd  ii» 
|i]i  i'>n  of  »urrvDiJerint  liU  ptwoo  La  iho  BooU  bTmy, 

Hf>  mil  tAk^rt  pritfOfwr  or  %\x  PtnliaiDeDi,  ntnuiuvd  Toni^  iq 
ihc-ir  cuiTudv,  nnd  wv  tieit«d  with  gnml  tetctitjr.  He  iu4i 
(ill  <<^rji[>c  (m  tbpul  a  rnr  in  1S47 ;  wa>  mtaktm,  aad  i|iia 
eieitFH^il  in  IMS.  and,  Iw^di^i  m  inwrrvetiao  of  nvgliflf^ 
M^LXt:^  4in  a.  ■{rt.in^  nii.iaL^  Iioum^  in  t,mcolm1kire,c4tkid  WnHl* 
r^flr^1  HoLtMt.  Hp  guinpd  Ihcinlire  wJlKmlt  miiBtwiQC  ;  uid^w* 
ar?  ftiaong  PPFk'i  Dr^idcrtEA  Citnodi  «ever«l  tconunu  af  tui 
dHftth,  amonr  wbirli  wi?  ■hnlj  trunnenbid  that  of  StttiOfp  Km- 
iimIIh  a*  ihs  mfjAi:  correct  and  ct^ctie  - 

"i  hnvfi  Urn  on  ili«  iiiHjf."  mnh  liii  Lofdjhii^^  ''And  mwla 
qlJ  (Mu^itblc  ini^oin4!«.  *oiJ  hnd  f^ial  T^w  reiauon  finoi  hj  Mr- 
Wijod  mil  J  tw  a  Litile  recti  flwJ  umi  auppliMt 

"'  Mr.  Hudson  ainl  hii  pariy  ilnl  mil  (Ijr  fo  WDodTon],  bflllild 
quia  lb'  tftken  t^od^-uiMn  or  ii,  aiid  lii^Ed  jt  for  a  pamfeaOf  wiiha 
tvmi  [drcr  of  luim.«,  wUo  iTuiflt^  •  ^lij<ul  dcftci^,  ud  mqHAl 
inllit!),  agAindL  ft  \ifLrly  ut  thiii  PnrLmnv^nt  al  ^taialbnl,  ^ll  th* 
f!Dl!un«J  commamlinfr  th^m  mat  a  r.rn»n#i';  dt^tarhnKot,  qndBra 
MptAjn,  hii  »wn  kiftwniin,  wNn  wth  bIjoI  frran  Uu  hotofl,  Soem 
wltkMi  tim  eupkm^l  liiiTi-ktrirmniC]  up  to  r^ne*  Ihe  attick,  sod  to 
d^mHrj^C  fuiTfntlrjr,  iiurl  t>mufht  rhtsm  id  cnpitulai«  iim&  ttfutf 
tjf  fcirt^  fpmTitft.  But  t^tn  c^lon^l  m  h*iK*  rtfvenge,  tGomm^mi. 
lliAL  iticy  aUotild  nat  uparo  lli^t  lor^wt  Hudeun.  UiMin  whitA 
tJudflon  ffmffTU  hia  wxy  Up  to  tho  Iflodi  i  nud  wlien  li«  law  tJwf 
^t'r^  ^lUhhing  in  upon  liiin,  thFe<A'  himw^it  avnr  the  brnttJeoHou 
fiuiutht'r  ncc'junl  amy*.  Mr  CBUifht  Ikold  aT  i  it^ioul  ur  avt^o^,} 
ttmi  ibun^  br  ttie  kiini^l*  Hi  l^lF^Fil]iQc  to  fKJI  iDto  ttMra^Atbt- 
iM^itEh,  till  thtf  cut  <ffl  hm  wmu  biuI  1<H  him  ilri^i>,  sad  ttiM 
nil  dovifEt  to  hunt  him  in  iIm  water,  wti^re  itiej  fowiil  hub. 


dJintf  Willi  liii  •tumjTtf,  Qfid  barbarouHl|r  }cm»ued  litin  m  tlio 

Jiead-"-PsiCK's  Dfcri*TU«  CMfi^m,  Bimk  ii. 
Orhcr  qc;<?nuflLt  Fn>^uLian  h*  wM  r«fa««d  tho  poor  chintr  of 
^: ...    ..    -. ^  -   to  llf. 


rominf  ru  dia  on  land,  tiy  tms  E^bofuufhi  lemnL 
]^pinkA.  ^Uc  ininidef  iuto  the  i:«rwnM«'  A  nun  aUI«d  Wtlfcicr, 
a  rtiBndllt^r  nr  fniHrr,  mt  out  The  lofifvi  of  Ihr  unfortiiouita  df 
Tin0,  inil  Aimwprl  ii  m  a  trnphj  Ihrvufli  tha  fmmtrrr  Bvt  ft 
wfifl  ffmnrH^d,  wiEli  rindiciiva  mt\att<itj<m,  Uui  Ectwivq* 
wad  kilJrd  hj  thte  ttuntlnf  of  lua  vwd  gm\  r  tnd  thm,t  WalkvC, 
oMiffO*!  to  bboiKSoft  hi*  craile  tlLroufti  poTurly,  beewo  i« 

t'w  MfiJiip  tiiDP  a  $t\*i  wnt  not  toaeluHiFM  to  the  r 


of  titifl  br&ve  umi  lui-al  dtvii^,  till  o««  of  Um  «Uwf  party  «»id, 
"SiDBa  hm  ii  dnad,  lot  faim  N  bufiod^" 


Chaf.  XVIL] 


WOODSTOCK. 


**  Whom  I  aaw  so  ruthlessly  slaughtered."  said  the 
clergyman— "My  ancient  coUege-uiend— Joseph  Al- 
bany/' 

**  Master  Holdenough,  your  cloth  and  your  charac- 
ter  alike  must  prevent  your  jesting  on  such  a  subject 
as  this." 

"Jesting!"  answered  Holdenough;  "I  would  as 
soon  jest  on  my  death-bed— as  soon  jest  upon  the 
Bible> 

*'But  you  must  have  been  deceived,"  answered 
Everard,  hastily;  "this  tragical  story  necessarily 
often  returns  to  your  mind,  and  in  moments  when 
the  imagination  overcomes  the  evidence  of  the  out- 
ward senses,  your  fancv  must  have  presented  to  you 
an  unreal  appearance.  Nothing  more  likely,  when  the 
mind  is  on  the  stretch  aAer  something  supernatural, 
than  that  the  imaranation  should  supply  the  place 
with  a  chimera,  while  the  overTezciteu  feelings  ren- 
der it  difficult  to  dispel  the  delusion." 

**  Colonel  Everard,"  replied  Hoklenough,  with  au- 
sterity. "  in  discharge  of  my  duty  I  must  not  fear  the 
face  ol  man ;  and,  therefore,  I  tell  you  plainly,  as  I 
have  done  before  with  more  observance,  that  when 
rou  bring  your  carnal  learning  and  judgment,  as  it  is 
but  too  much  your  nature  to  do,  to  investigate  the 
hidden  things  of  another  world,  you  nugiu  as  vivli 
measure  with  the  palm  of  your  hand  tliii  waturn  of 
the  Isis.  Indeed,  good  sir,  you  err  in  lUm^  and  ^ive 
men  too  much  pretence  to  confound  your  hoiiournble 
name  with  witch-advocates,  free-thinkt^rs,  snd  Aihe^ 
ists,  even  with  such  as  this  man  Bletsoo^  wbiK  if  ilic 
discipline  of  the  church  had  its  hands  sLrtnjrtnuned, 
as  it  was  in  the  bc^ning  of  the  great  eon tlict,  Hould 
have  been  long  ere  now  cast  out  of  the  pale,  and  de- 
livered over  to  the  punishment  of  the  fltah,  that  his 
spirit  might,  if  possiole,  be  yet  saved." 

*'  You  mistake,  Master  Holdenough,"  said  Colonel 
Everard ;  "  I  do  not  deny  the  existence  of  such  pre- 
ternatural visitations,  because  I  cannot,  and  dare  not, 
raise  the  voice  of  my  own  opinion  against  the  testi- 
mony of  agea  supported  by  such  learned  men  as  your- 
self. Nevertheless,  though  I  grant  the  possibihty  of 
such  things,  I  have  scarce  yet  heard  of  an  instance  in 
my  days  so  well  fortified  by  evidence,  that  I  could  at 
once  and  distinctly  say.  This  must  have  happened  by 
supernatural  agency,  and  not  otherwise." 

*  Hear,  then  what  I  have  to  tell^"  said  the  divine, 
"on  the  faith  of  a  maiL  a  Christian,  and,  what  is 
more,  a  servant  of  our  Holy  Church ;  and  therefore, 
though  unworthy,  an  elder  and  a  teacher  among 
Christiana.— I  had  taken  my  post  yester  evening 
in  the  half-furnished  apartment,  wherein  hangs  a 
huge  mirror,  which  might  have  served  Goliath  of  Oath 
to  nave  admired  himself  in,  when  clothed  fhum  head 
to  foot  in  his  brazen  armour.  I  the  rather  chose  this 
place,  because  they  informed  me  it  was  the  nearest 
habitable  room  to  the  gallery  in  which  they  say  you 
had  been  yourself  assaded  that  evening  by  the  Evil 
One,— Was  it  so,  I  pray  you  1" 

"  By  some  one  with  no  good  intentions  I  was  as- 
sailed in  that  apartment  So  far,"  said  Colonel  Eve- 
rard. "  you  were  correctly  informed." 

"  Well,  I  chose  my  post  as  well  as  I  might,  even  as 
a, resolved  general  approaches  his  camp,  and  casts  up 
his  mound  as  nearly  as  he  can  to  the  besieged  city. 
And,  of  a  truth.  Colonel  Everard,  if  I  felt  some  sensa- 
tion of  bodily  tear,— for  even  Eliaa,  and  the  prophets, 
who  commanded  the  elements,  had  a  portion  in  our 
frail  nature,  much  more  such  a  poor  sinful  being  as 
myself- yet  was  my  hope  and  my  courage  high;  and 
I  thought  of  the  texts  which  I  might  use,  not  m  the 
wickedf  sense  of  periapts,  or  spells,  as  the  blinded 
Papists  employ  tnem,  together  with  the  sign  of  the 
<;ross,  and  other  fruitless  forms,  but  as  nourishing  and 
aupporting  that  true  trust  and  confidence  in  the  blessed 

Sromises,  being  the  true  shield  of  faith  wherewith  the 
tery  darts  of  Satan  may  be  withstood  and  quenched. 
And  thus  armed  and  prepared,  I  sat  me  down  to  read, 
at  the  same  time  to  write,  that  I  might  compel  my 
mind  to  attend  to  those  subjects  which  became  the 
situation  in  which  I  was  placed,  as  preventing  anyun- 
licentM^d  excursions  of  the  fancy,  and  leaving  no  room 
for  my  imagination  to  brood  over  idle  fearsi  So  I 
methodized,  and  wrote  down  what  I  thought  meet 


for  the  time,  and  peradventure  some  hungry  souls  may 
yet  profit  by  the  food  which  I  then  pift>ared." 

''It  was  wisely  and  worthily  done,  good  and  reve- 
re cid  sir."  repUed  Colonel  Everard  ;  "  I  pray  you  to 
procf^od. 

""  While  I  was  thus  employed,  sir,  and  had  been  upon 
the  matter  for  about  three  hours,  not  yielded  to  wea- 
rine^fl,  a  strange  thrilling  came  over  my  senses,— and 
ihe  large  and  old-fashioned  apartment  seemed  to  wax 
lorgcr,  more  gloomy,  and  more  cavernous,  while  the 
sir  of  the  nignt  grew  more  cold  and  chill ;  I  know 
not  if  it  was  that  the  fire  began  to  decay,  or  whether 
ihe.TG  Cometh  before  such  things  as  were  then  about 
m  hiippen,  a  breath  and  atmosphere,  as  it  were,  of 
tiiTor,  as  Job  saith  in  a  well-known  passage,  'Fear 
tame  upon  me.  and  trembUng,  which  made  my  bones 
to  Blinke;'  ana  there  was  a  tinkling  noise  in  my  ears, 
and  a  dizziness  in  my  brain,  so  that  I  felt  hke  those 
who  call  for  aid  when  there  is  no  danger,  and  was 
evtn  prompted  to  flee,  when  I  saw  no  one  to  pursue. 
It  WHS  then  that  something  seemed  to  pass  hehind 
nm,  casting  a  reflection  on  the  great  mirror  before 
^^^li'  U  1  had  placed  my  writing-table,  and  which  I 
.-,:■■  ''y  assistance  of  the  large  standing  light  which 
A  i .  then  in  front  of  the  glass.  And  I  looked  up,  and 
i  ^aw  in  the  glass  distinctly  the  appearance  of  a  man 
—as  Rure  as  these  wo^js  issue  from  my  mouth,  it  was 
no  other  than  the  same  Joseph  Albany— the  compan- 
ion o(  my  youth— he  whom  I  had  seen  precipitated 
down  the  battlements  of  Clidesthrough  Casue  into 
ihiL'  deep  lake  below  1" 

"What  did  you  do  r* 

"h  suddenly  rushed  on  my  mind,"  saki  the  divtn& 
''  thnt  the  stoical  philosopher  Athenodorus  had  eluded 
ihtd  horrors  of  such  a  vision  by  patiently  pursuing  his 
studies;  and  it  shot  at  the  same  time  across  my  mind, 
that  I,  a  Christian  divine,  and  a  Steward  of  the  Mys- 
t^vk^  had  less  reason  to  fear  evil,  and  better  matter 
on.  which  to  employ  my  thoughts,  than  was  possessed 
b)^  a  Heathen,  who  was  blinded  even  by  his  own 
wisdom.  So,  instead  of  betraying  any  alarm,  or  even 
turning  my  head  around,  I  pursued  my  writing,  but 
with  a  beating  heart,  I  admit,  and  with  a  throbbing 

''  If  you  could  write  at  all,"  said  the  Colonel, "  with 
stich  an  impression  on  your  mind,  you  may  take  the 
h<>ad  of  the  English   army  for  dauntless  resolu- 

''Our  courage  is  not  our  own.  Colonel,"  said  the 
flivine,  "  and  not  as  ours  should  it  be  vaunted  oL 
And  again,  when  you  speak  of  this  strange  visbn  as 
an  impresswn  on  my  fancy,  and  not  a  reality  obvious 
\o  my  senses,  let  me  tell  you  once  more,  your  worldly 
wisdom  is  but  fooUshness  touching  the  things  that  are 
not  Mrorldly."  .  .        ...... 

"  r>id  you  not  look  agam  upon  the  mirror  T'  saki 
the  Colonel. 

"  I  did,  when  I  had  copied  out  the  comfortable  text, 
'  Thou  shalt  tread  down  Satan  under  thy  feet.' " 

'■  And  what  did  you  then  see?" 

^  The  reflection  of  the  same  Joti^h  Albany,"  said 
Holdenough,  "passing  slowly  as  from  behind  mv 
chiiir,  the  same  m  member  and  Uncament  that  I  had 
known  him  in  his  youth,  excepting  that  his  cheek  had 
the  marks  of  the  more  advanced  age  at  which  be 
dieiij  and  was  very  pale." 

'^Whatdkl  you  then  1" 

"I  turned  from  the  glass,  and  plainly  saw  the 
5gum  which  had  made  the  reflection  in  the  mirror 
rrtfinling  towards  the  door,  not  fast,  nor  slow,  but 
M  iih  a  gliding,  steady  pace.  It  turned  agam  when 
ni^flT  the  door,  and  again  showed  me  its  psie,  ghastly 
coiuitenance,  before  it  disappeared.  But  how  it  left 
ih^.  room,  whether  by  the  door,  or  otherwise,  my 
P[>tn[s  were  too  much  hurried  to  remark  exactly;  nor 
hnvc-  I  been  able,  by  any  eflbrt  of  recollecuon,  dis- 
iinf^ I  Iv  to  remember. 

"  This  is  a  strange,  and,  as  coming  .from  yon, 
a  most  excellently  well-attested  appantion,"  an- 
*»wtr«d  Everard.  '*And  yet,  Master  Holdenough,  if 
the  other  world  has  been  actually  displayed,  as  you 
nfjpfLhend,  and  I  will  not  dispute  the  possibility,  as- 
purf  jrourself  there  sre  also  wicked  men  concerned 
in  these  machinations.    I  myself  have  undergone 
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aome  rencontres  with  visitants  who  possessed  bodily 
Blrc'n«th,  and  w^re,  I  am  sure,  earthly  weafwns." 

*'  On !  doubtless,  doubtless,"  repliod  Master  Hold- 
enough  ;  H«e]zc>bub  loves  to  chaise  with  horse  and 
fuoi  rhinclod,  as  was  the  fashion  of  the  old  Scottish 
gen»  al,  Davie  Lesli&  He  has  his  devils  in  the  body 
as  w\;ll  as  his  devils  disembodied,  and  uses  the  one 
to  support  and  back  the  other." 

"  It  may  be  as  you  sav,  reverend  sir,"  answered  the 
Colonel.—"  But  what  do  you  advise  in  this  case?" 

**  For  that  1  must  consult  with  my  brethren,"  said 
the  divine ;  *'  and  if  there  be  but  left  in  our  borders 
five  ministers  of  the  true  kirk,  we  will  charge  Satan 
in  full  body,  and  you  shall  see  whether  we  have  not 
power  over  him  to  resist  till  he  shall  flee  from  us. 
But  failinif  that  ffhostly  armament  against  these 
Mrance  and  unearthly  enemies,  tnily  I  would  recom- 
mend, that  as  a  house  of  witchcraft  and  abomination, 
this  polluted  den  of  ancient  tyranny  and  prostitution 
should  be  totally  consumed  by  fire,  lest  Satan,  esta- 
blishing his  headquarters  so  much  to  his  mind,  should 
find  a  garrison  and  a  fastness  from  which  he  might 
aally  forth  to  infest  the  whole  neighbourhood.  Cer- 
tain it  is,  that  I  would  recommend  to  no  Christian 
■oul  to  mhabit  the  mansion;  and,  if  deserted,  it 
would  become  a  place  for  wizards  to  play  their 
pranks,  and  witches  to  establish  their  Sabbath,  and 
those,  who,  like  Demas,  go  about  after  the  wealth  of 
this  world,  seeking  for  gold  and  silver  to  practise 
spells  and  charms  to  the  prejudice  of  the  souls  of  the 
covetous.  Trust  me.  therefore,  it  were  better  that  it 
were  spoiled  and  broken  down,  not  leaving  one  stone 
upon  another." 

"  I  say  nay  to  that  my  good  ftiend,"  said  the  Colo- 
nel; *'for  the  Lord  General  hath  permitted,  by  his 
license,  my  mother's  brother,  Sir  Henry  Lee,  and  his 
family,  to  return  into  the  house  of  his  fathers,  being 
indeed  the  only  roof  under  which  he  hath  any  chance 
of  obtaining  shelter  for  his  gray  hairs." 

"And  was  this  done  by  your  advice,  Markham 
Evcrard  Y*  said  the  divine^  austerely. 

'*  Certainly  it  was,"  returned  the  Colonel.—"  And 
wherefore  should  I  not  exert  mine  influence  to  obtain 
a  place  of  refuge  for  the  brother  of  my  mother?" 

"Now,  as  sure  as  thy  soul  liveth,"  answered  the 
presbyter,  "  I  had  believed  this  from  no  tongue  but 
thine  own.  Tell  me,  was  it  not  this  very  Sir  Henry 
Lee^  who,  by  the  forceof  his  bull-coats  and  his  green- 
jerkms,  enforced  the  Papist  Laic's  order  to  remove 
the  altar  to  the  eastern  end  of  the  church  at  Wt)od- 
Btock  7— nnd  did  not  he  swenr  by  his  beard,  that  he 
would  hnng  in  the  very  street  of  Woodstock  whoever 
should  deny  to  drink  the  King's  health?— and  is  not 
his  hand  red  with  the  blood  of  the  saints?— and  both 
there  been  a  rurtior  in  the  field  for  prelacy  and  high 
preroaativc  more  unmitigable  or  fiercer?" 

"  All  this  may  have  been  as  you  soy.  good  Master 
Holdenough,"  answered  the  Colonel;  *'but  my  uncle 
is  now  old  and  feeble,  and  hath  scarce  a  single  fol- 
lower remaining,  nnd  his  daughter  is  a  being  whom 
to  look  upon  would  make  the  sternest  weep  for  pity ; 
a  being  who" 

"Who.  is  dearer  to  Everard,"  said  Holdenough. 
"  than  his  good  name,  his  faith  to  his  friends,  his 
duty  to  his  religion ;— this  is  no  time  to  speak  with 
sugared  lips.  The  paths  in  which  you  tread  are  dan- 
gerous. You  are  striving  to  raise  the  papistical  can- 
dlestick which  Heaven  m  its  justice  removed  out  of 
Its  place— to  bring  back  to  this  hall  of  sorceries  those 
very  sinners  who  are  bewitched  with  them.  I  will 
notpermit  the  land  to  be  abased  by  their  witchcrafts. 
—They  shall  not  come  hither." 

He  spoke  this  with  vehemence,  and  striking  his 
alick  against  the  ground ;  and  the  Colonel,  very  much 
dissatisfied,  began  to  express  himself  haughtily  in 
return.  "You  had  better  consider  your  power  to  ac- 
complish your  threats,  Master  Holdenough,"  he  said, 
*  before  you  urge  them  so  peremptorily.* 

"And  have  I  not  the  power  to  bind  and  to  loose  V* 
•aid  the  clergyman. 

"It  is  a  power  little  available,  save  over  those  of 
your  own  church,  said  Everard,  with  a  tone  some- 
thing contemptuous. 

"Take  hoed— take  heed,"  said  the  divine,  who, 


though  an  excellent,  was,  as  we  have  elsewhere  seen, 
an  irritable  man.— "Do  not  insult  me;  but  think  hon- 
ourably of  the  n"*ssenger,  for  the  sake  of  Him  whose 
commission  he  earrics.— Do  not,  I  say,  defy  me— I  am 
bound  to  discharge  my  duty,  were  it  to  the  dispkasng 
of  my  twin  brother." 

"  I  can  see  naught  your  office  has  to  do  in  the  mat* 
ter,"  said  ColonelEverard ;  "and  I.  on  my  side,  give 
you  warning  not  to  attempt  to  meddle  beyond  your 
commission.^' 

"  Right— you  hold  me  already  to  be  as  submisiife 
as  one  of  your  grenadiers,"  repliiti  the  clergyman, 
his  acute  features  trembling  with  a  sense  of  indig- 
nity, so  as  even  to  agitate  his  gray  hair ;  "but  beware, 
sir.  I  am  not  so  powerless  as  you  suppose.  I  will  in- 
voke every  true  Christian  in  Woodstock,  to  gird  op 
his  loins,  and  resist  the  restoration  of  prelacy,  op- 
pression,  and  maiignancx  within  our  borders.  I  will 
stir  up  the  wrath  ot  the  righteous  against  the  oppres- 
sor—the Ishmaelite— the  Edomite— and  against  hii 
race,  and  against  those  who  support  him  and  en- 
courage him  to  roaf  up  his  horn.  I  will  call  aloud, 
and  spare  not,  and  arouse  the  many  whose  love  hath 
waxed  cold,  and  the  multitude  who  care  for  none  of 
these  things.  There  shall  be  a  remnant  to  listen  to 
me;  and  I  will  take  the  stick  of  Joseph,  which  was 
in  the  hand  of  Ephraim,  and  go  down  to  clcanao 
this  place  of  witches  and  sorcerers,  and  of  enchant- 
ments, and  will  cry  and  exhort,  saying— Will  yoo 
plead  for  Baal  ?— will  you  serve  him  ?  Nay,  take  the 
prophets  of  Baal— let  not  a  man  escape !" 

"MasttT  Holdenough,  Master  Holdenough.'*  said 
Colonel  Everard,  with  much  impatience,  "  by  tne  tale 
yourself  told  me,  you  have  exhorted  upon  that  text 
once  too  often  already.** 

The  old  man  struck  his  palm  forcibly  against  his 
forehead,  and  fell  back  into  a  chair  as  these  words 
were  uttered,  as  suddenly,  and  as  much  without  power 
of  resistance,  as  if  the  Colonel  had  finxi  a  piiiul 
through  his  head.  Instantly  regretting  the  reproach 
which  he  had  suflfered  to  escape  him  in  nis  impatience, 
Everard  hastened  to  apologize,  and  to  oficr  every  con- 
ciliatory excuse,  however  inconsistent,  which  occurred 
to  him  on  the  moment.  But  the  old  man  was  too 
deeply  atFectcd- he  rejected  his  hand,  lent  no  ear  to 
what  ho  said,  and  finally  started  up,  saying  sternly, 
"  You  have  abused  my  confidence,  sir— ahusod  it  vile- 
ly^  to  turn  it  into  my  own  reproach ;  had  I  been  a  man 
or  the  sword,  you  dared  not— Hut  enjoy  your  triumph, 
sir,  over  an  old  man,  and  your  father's  friend— stnke 
at  the  wound  his  imprudent  confidence  showed  too.** 
"  Nay,  my  worthy  and  excellent  fiicnd,"  said  the 

Colonel 

"  Friend !"  answered  the  old  man,  vchemcntif— 
"  We  are  foes,  sir— foes  now,  and  for  ever !" 

So  saying,  and  starting  from  the  sent  into  which  he 
had  rather  fallen  than  thrown  himself^  he  ran  out  of 
the  room  with  a  precipitation  of  step  which  he  was 
apt  to  use  upon  occasions  of  irritable  feeling,  and 
which  was  certainly  more  eager  than  dignified,  espe- 
cially as  he  muttered  while  he  ran,,  and  seemed  as  if 
he  were  keeping  up  his  own  passion,  by  recounting 
over  and  over  the  offence  which  he  bad  received. 

"  Sob !"  said  Colonel  Everard,  "and  there  was  not 
strife  enough  between  mine  uncle  and  the  poople  of 
Woodstock  ahready.  but  I  must  needs  increase  it,  by 
chafing  this  irritable  and  ^uick-temperod  old  man, 
eager  as  I  knew  him  to  be  in  his  ideas  of  church  go- 
vernment, and  stiff  in  his  prejudices  respecting  all 
who  dissent  from  him  1  The  mob  of  Woodstock  will 
rise ;  for  though  he  would  not  ^t  a  score  of  them  to 
stand  by  him  in  any  honest  or  intelligent  purpose,  yet 
let  him  cry  havoc  and  destruction,  and  I  will  warrant 
he  has  followers  enow.  And  my  uncle  is  equally  wiki 
and  unpersuadable.  For  the  value  of  all  the  esute  he 
ever  had.  he  would  not  allow  a  score  of  troopers  to  be 
quartered  in  the  house  for  defence ;  and  if  he  be  alooe^ 
or  has  but  Joceline  to  stand  by  him,  he  will  be  asimt 
to  fire  upon  those  who  come  to  attack  the  Lod^e.  u 
if  he  had  a  hundred  men  in  garrison :  and  then  what 
can  chance  but  danger  and  bloodsheu  7" 

This  progress  of  melancholy  anticipation  was  inter- 
rupted by  the  return  of  Master  Holdenough,  who,  hur- 
rymg  into  the  room  with  the  same  precipitate  pace  it 
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which  he  had  left  it  ran  straight  np  to  the  Colonel 
and  taidf  "Take  my  hand,  Markham— take  my  hand 
hastily ;  for  the  old  Adam  is  whispering  at  my  heart, 
that  it  IS  a  dis^rrace  to  hold  it  extended  so  long." 

**Mo8t  heartily  do  I  receive  your  hand,  my  venera- 
ble friend,"  said  Everard,  **  and  I  trust  in  sign  of  re- 
newed amity." 

**  Surely,  surely"— said  the  divine,  shaking  his  hand 
kindly ;  *'  tnou  hast,  it  is  true,  spoken  bitterly,  but  thou 
hast  ppoken  truth  in  good  time;  and  I  think— though  i 
your  words  were  severe— with  a  good  and  kindly  pur- 
pose. Verily,  and  of  a  truth,  it  were  sinful  in  me 
S;ain  to  be  nasty  in  provoking  violence,  remembering 
at  which  you  have  upbraidea  me  with" 

"  Forgive  me  pood  Master  Holdenough,"  — ^ 
nel  Eve'rard, ''  it  was  a  hasty  word ;  I  nu 
serious  earnest  to  upbrai€L" 

**  Peace,  I  pray  you,  peace,"  said  the  divine;  **  I  say 
the  allusion  to  that  which  you  have  moat  juMtly  up- 
braided me  with— though  the  charge  aroused  the  gall 
of  the  Old  Man  within  me,  the  inward  tempter  bemg 
ever  on  the  watch  to  brinR  us  to  his  lure— ought  in- 
sfead  of  being  resented,  to  have  been  acknowledged 
by  me  as  a  favour,  for  so  are  the  wounds  of  a  friend 
termed  faithful.  And  surely  I,  who  have  by  one  un- 
happy exhortation  to  battle  and  strife  sent  the  living 
to  the  dead— and  I  fear  brought  back  even  the  dead 
among  the  living— should  now  study  peace  and  good- 
will, and  reconciliation  of  difference,  leaving  punish- 
ment to  the  Great  Deing  whose  laws  are  broken,  and 
vengeance  to  Him  who  hath  said,  I  will  repay  it" 

T^e  old  man's  mortified  features  lighted  up  with  an 
hnmble  confidence  as  he  made  this  acknowledgment : 
and  Colonel  Everard,  who  knew  the  constitutional 
infirmities,  and  the  early  prejudices  of  professional 
coneeqnence  and  exclusive  party  opinion,  which  he 
must  nave  subdued  ere  arriving  at  such  a  tone  of  can- 
dour, ha8tencd  to  express  his  admiration  of  his  Chris- 
tian charitv,  mingled  with  reproaches  on  himself  for 
having  so  deeply  ir^ured  his  feelim^s. 

"Think  not  of  it— think  not  of^it,  excellent  young 
man,"  said  Holdenough ;  "  we  have  both  erred— I  in 
mfTering  my  zeal  to  outrun  my  charity,  you,  perhaps, 
in  pressing  hard  on  an  old  ana  peevish  man,  who  had 
80  lately  poured  out  his  sufferings  into  your  friendly 
bosom.  Be  it  all  forgotten.  Let  your  friends— if  they 
arc  not  deterred  by  what  has  happened  at  this  manor 
of  Woodstock— resume  their  habitation  as  soon  as 
they  will.    If  they  can  protect  themselves  against  the 

Bowers  of  the  air,  believe  me,  that  if  I  can  prevent  it 
y  au^ht  in  my  power,  they  shall  have  no  annoyance 
from  earthly  neighbours ;  and  assure  yourself,  good 
sir,  that  my  voice  is  still  worth  something  with  the 
worthy  Mayor,  and  the  good  Aldermen,  and  the  bet- 
ter sort  of  housekeepers  up  yonder  in  the  town,  al- 
though the  lower  classes  are  blown  about  with  every 
wind  of  doctrine.  And  yet  farther,  be  assured,  Colo- 
nel, that  should  your  mother's  brother,  or  any  of  his 
family,  learn  that  they  have  taken  up  a  rash  bargain 
in  returning  to  this  unhappy  and  unhallowed  house^ 
or  should  tncy  find  any  qualms  in  their  own  hearts 
and  consciences  which  require  a  ghostly  comforter^ 
Nehemiah  Holdenough  will  be  as  much  at  their  com- 
mand by  night  or  day.  as  if  they  had  been  bred  up 
within  the  holy  pale  ot  the  church  in  which  he  is  an 
unworthy  minister ;  and  neither  the  awe  of  what  ie 
fearful  to  be  seen  within  these  walls,  nor  his  know- 
ledge of  their  blinded  and  carnal  state,  as  bred  up 
under  a  prelatic  dispensntion,  shall  prevent  him  doing 
what  lies  in  his  poor  abilities  for  their  protection  and 
edification." 

"I  feel  all  the  force  of  your  kindness,  reverend 
■ir,"  said  Colonel  Everard,  "*' but  I  do  not  think  ii 
likely  that  my  uncle  will  give  you  trouble  on  either 
■core.  He  is  a  man  much  accustomed  to  be  hir^ 
own  protector  in  temporal  danger,  and  in  spiritual 
doubts  to  trust  to  his  own  prayers  and  those  of  bin 
Church." 

"I  trust  I  have  not  been  superfluous  in  oflfcring 
mine  assistance,"  said  the  old  man,  something  Jea- 
lous that  his  proffered  spiritual  aid  had  been  held  ra- 
ther intruHive.  "I  ask  pardon  if  that  is  the  case— 1 
huinhly  ask  pardon— I  would  not  wilhngly  be  super- 
fluoos." 


The  Colonel  hastened  to  appease  this  new  alarm 
nf  the  watchful  jealousy  of  his  consequence,  which, 
joined  with  a  natural  heat  of  temper  which  he 
Eould  not  always  subdue,  were  the  good  man's 
unly  faults. 

They  had  rej^ained  their  former  friendly  footing, 
when  Roger  Wild  rake  returned  from  the  hut  of  Joco> 
Hne,  and  whispered  his  master  that  his  embassy  had 
l«en  successful.  The  Colonel  then  addressed  the 
livine.  and  informed  him,  tliat  as  the  Commissioners 
iiad  already  given  up  Woodstock,  and  as  his  uncle. 
Sir  Henry  Lee.  proposed  to  return  to  the  Lodge  about 
noon,  he  would,  if  his  reverence  pleased,  attend  him 
lip  to  the  borough. 

"  Will  you  not  tarry,"  said  the  reverend  man,  with 
i^mething  like  inquisitive  apprehension  in  his  voice, 
'  to  welcome  your  relatives  upon  their  return  to  this 
I  heir  house  7" 

"  No.  my  good  friend,"  said  Colonel  Everard ;  "  the 
j>art  which  Ihave  taken  in  these  unhappy  broils— per- 
1  laps  also  the  mode  of  worship  in  which  I  have  been 
'ducated— have  so  prejudiced  me  in  mine  uncle's  opi- 
I  lion,  that  I  must  be  for  some  time  a  stranger  to  his 
I  touse  and  family." 

*' Indeed !  I  reioice  to  hear  it,  vrith  all  my  heart  and 
BOiil,"  said  the  divine.  "  Excuse  my  frankness— I  do 
indeed  rejoice,- 1  had  thought— no  matter  what  I 
Uad  thought,— I  would  not  again  give  olfence.  But 
iruly  though  the  maiden  hath  a  pleasant  feature 
ina  he,  as  all  men  say,  is  in  human  things  unexcep- 
donable,— yet— but  1  give  you  pain— in  sooth,  I  will 
Bay  no  more  unless  you  ask  my  sincere  and  unpre- 
judiced advice,  which  you  shall  command,  but  which 
I  will  not  press  on  you  superfluously.  Wend  we  to 
the  borough  together— the  pleasant  solitude  of  the 
forest  may  dispose  us  to  open  our  hearts  to  each 
other." 

They  did  walk  up  to  the  little  town  in  company, 
md,  somewhat  to  Master  Holdenough's  surprise,  tho 
Colonel,  though  they  talked  on  various  subjects  did 
not  request  oi^him  any  ghostly  advice  on  the  subject 
of  his  love  to  his  fair  cousin,  while,  greaUy  beyond 
the  expectation  of  the  soklier,  the  clergyman  kept  his 
word,  and,  in  his  own  phrase,  was  not  so  superfluous 
as  to  offer  upon  so  delicate  a  point  his  unasked 
counseL 

CHAPTER  XVIII. 

Tlien  are  the  harpiei  fone— Yet  ere  we  perch 
Where  such  foul  oirdi  have  ruontod,  let  ui  cieanM 
The  foul  obeeenity  UMf've  left  behind  Uiem. 

The  embassy  of  Wildrakc  had  been  successful, 
chiefly  through  the  mediation  of  the  Episcopal  divine, 
whom  we  formerly  found  acting  in  the  character  of  a 
chaplain  to  tho  family,  and  whose  voice  had  great  in- 
fluence on  many  accounts  with  its  master. 

A  litUe  before  high  noon,  Sir  Henry  Lee,  with  his 
small  househokl,  were  again  in  unchallenged  posses- 
sion of  their  old  apartments  at  the  Lodge  of  Wood- 
stock ;  and  the  combined  exertions  of  Joceline  Joliffe, 
of  Phcobe,  and  of  old  Joan,  were  employed  in  putting 
to  rights  what  the  late  intruders  nadfleft  in  great 
disorder. 

Sir  Henry  Lee  had,  like  all  persons  of  quality  of 
that  Denod,  a  love  of  order  amounting  to  precisiODi 
and  felt  like  a  fine  lady  whose  dress  has  been  dis- 
ordered in  a  crowd,  insulted  and  humiliated  by  the 
rude  confusion  into  which  his  household  goods  had 
been  thrown,  and  impatient  till  his  mansion  was  po- 
lified  from  all  marks  of  intrusion.  In  his  anger  he 
uttered  more  orders  than  the  limited  number  of  his 
domestics  were  likely  to  find  time  or  hands  to  exe- 
cute. "  The  villains  have  left  such  sulphureous  steams 
behind  them,  too,"  said  the  old  kmght,  '*  as  if  old 
Davie  Leslie  and  the  whole  Scottish  army  had  quar- 
tered among  them." 

"It  may  be  near  as  bad,"  said  Joceline,  "for  men 
say,  for  certain,  it  was  the  Devil  came  down  bodfly 
among  them,  and  made  them  troop  ofi*." 

"Then,"  said  the  knight,  "is  the  Prince  of  Dark 
ness  ajgcntleman,  as  old  Will  Shakspcarc  says.    He 
never  mterferes  with  those  of  his  own  coat,  for  tbt 
4i* 


WOODSTOCK. 


(Chap.  XVIIL 


Leet  hsTe  been  here,  father  and  aon,  these  five  hun- 
dred years,  without  disquiet;  and  no  sooner  came 
these  misbegotten  churls,  than  he  plays  his  own  part 
among  them." 

"  Well,  one  thing  he  and  they  have  left  us,"  said 
Joli^  "  which  we  may  thank  them  for ;  and  that  is, 
such  a  well-filled  larder  and  buttery  as  has  been  sel- 
dom seen  in  Woodstock  Lodge  thts  many  a  dav  ;— 
carcasses  of  mutton,  large  rounds  of  beef^  barrels  of 
confectioners'  ware,  pipes  and  runlets  of  sack,  mus- 
cadine, ale,  and  what  not.  We  shall  have  a  royal 
time  on't  through  half  the  winter;  and  Joan  must 
get  to  salting  and  pickling  presently." 

**Out.  villain!"  said  the  knight:  *' are  we  to  feed 
on  the  fragments  of  such  scum  of  the  earth  as  these  1 
—Cast  them  forth  instantly  I— Nay,"  checking  him- 
self^ "  that  were  a  sin^  but  give  them  to  the  poor,  or 
■ee  them  sent  to  the  owners,— And,  hark  ve,  I  will 
Done  of  their  strong  jiquors— I  would  rather  drink 
like  a  hermit  all  my  life,  than  seem  to  pledge  such 
scoundrels  as  these  in  their  leavings,  like  a  misera- 
ble drawer,  who  drains  off  the  ends  of  the  bottles 
after  the  guests  have  paid  their  reckoning,  and  gone 
off.— Ana,  hark  ye,  I  will  taste  no  water  from  the  cis- 
tern out  of  which  these  slaves  have  been  serving 
themselves;— fetch  me  down  a  pitcher  from  Rosa- 
mond's spring." 

Alice  heani  this  injunction,  and  well  guessing  there 
was  enough  for  the  other  members  of^the  family  to 
do,  she  quietly  took  a  small  pitcher,  and  flinging  a 
cloak  around  her,  walked  out  in  person  to  procure 
Sir  Henry  the  water  which  he  desired.  Mean  time, 
Joceline  said,  with  some  hesitation,  '*  that  a  man  still 
remained,  belonging  to  the  party  of  these  strangers, 
who  was  directmg  about  the  removal  of  some  trunks 
and  mails  which  belonged  to  the  Commissioners,  and 
who  could  receive  his  honour's  commands  about  the 
provisions." 

"  Let  him  come  hither."— (The  dialogue  was  held 
in  the  hall.)— "Why  do  you  hesitate  and  drumble  in 
that  manner?" 

**Only,  sir,"  said  Joceline,  "only  perhaps  your 
honour  might  not  wish  to  see  him,  bong  the  same 
who,  not  long  since" 

He  paused. 

"  Sent  my  rapier  a-hawking  through  the  firma- 
ment, thou  wouldst  say?— why,  when  did  I  take 
spleen  at  a  man  for  standing  hi^  mtMind  again«t  mel 
—Roundhead  as  he  is,  man,  I  tike  him  the  better  of 
that,  not  the  worse.  I  hunge^r  and  thirst  to  have  ano- 
ther turn  with  him.,  I  hs^ve  thtiughi  on  his  pASsado 
ever  since,  and  I  believe,  were  ii  ro  try  iiRain,  I  know 
a  feat  would  control  it.— Fi?ich  him  Jirotnly,'^ 

Trusty  Tompkins  was  pri^stinilvuMr  r.  :  f  :  inaring 
himself  with  an  iron  gravny,  wLt  Ji  >■  <>b  ter- 

rors of  the  preceding  night,  nor  the  dignified  demean- 
our of  the  high-born,  personage  before  whom  he 
stood,  were  able  for  an  instant  to  overcome. 

"  How  now,  good  fellow  ?"  sakl  Sir  Henry ;  I  would 
fain  see  somethin||^  more  of  thy  fence,  which  baffled 
me  the  other  evening— but  truly,  I  think  the  light  was 
somewhat  too  faint  for  my  old  eyes— Take  a  foil 
man— I  walk  here  in  the  hall,  as  Hamlet  says;  and 
'tis  the  breathinff-time  of  day  with  me— Take  a  foil, 
then,  in  thy  hand." 

"  Since  it  is  your  worship's  desire,"  said  the  stew- 
ard, letting  fall  his  long  cloak,  and  taking  the  foil  in 
his  hand. 

"  Now,"  said  the  knight,  "if  your  fitness  speaks, 
mine  is  ready.  Methinks  the  very  stepping  on  this 
same  old  pavement  hath  charmed  away  the  gout 
which  threatened  me— Sa— sa— I  tread  as  firm  as  a 
game  cock !" 

They  began  the  play  with  great  spirit :  and  whe- 
ther the  old  knight  reaOy  fought  more  coollv  with  the 
blunt  than  with  the  sharp  weapon,  or  whether  the 
steward  gave  him  some  grains  of  advantage  in  this 
rnerely  sportive  encounter,  it  is  certain  Sur  Henry  had 
the  better  in  the  assault  His  success  put  him  into 
excellent  humour. 

"There,"  ssid  he,  "I  found  your  trick,- nsy,  you 
cheat  me  not  twice  the  same  way— There  was  a  very 
palpable  hit.  Why,  had  I  had  but  light  enough  the 
Other  night— But  it  skills  not  speaking  iif  it— Here  we 


le%vc  oC  I  most  not  fight,  as  we  imwise  cavalint 
did  wirh  you  roundhead  rascals,  beating  yoo  so  ofiso 
that  we  taught  you  to  beat  us  at  lasc — And  good 
ni>w,  teU  me  whv  yon  are  leaving;  your  larder  so  full 
herel— I>o  rou  think  I  or  my  fiamily  can  use  brokeo 
victualei  ?— What,  have  you  no  better  employment  for 
yo[jr  rtiunds  of  sequestrated  beef  than  to  leave  then 
Whind  you  when  you  shift  your  quarters  T" 

*'  So  please  your  honou^"  said  Tomkina  **it  may 
be  that  you  desue  not  the  flesh  of  beeves,  ot  rams,  or 
of  guata,  Nevenheleas  when  you  know  that  the 
pTDvisiKini  were  provided  and  paid  for  oat  of  your  own 
rL'nt»  and  Biock  at  Ditchley,  sequestrated  to  the  uss 
of  ihci  aiaie  more  then  a  year  since,  it  may  be  yoawiU 
ha  VI'  li^t^  ^irruple  to  use  them  for  your  own  b»oo£.'* 

'  Rest  QAdured  that  I  shall,"  said  Sir  Henry;  **and 
glad  vuu  have  helped  me  to  a  ahare  of  mine  own.  Cer- 
CAinly  1  whii  an  ass  to  suspect  your  masters  of  sub- 
■i«tm^  9tkVii  at  honest  men  s  expense." 

*VAnd  as  for  the  rumps  of  beeves,"  oon  tinned  TV>m- 
kinst  with  the  same  solemnity,  '*  there  is  a  rump  at 
Wi^st minster,  which  will  stand,  us  of  the  army  i — ^ 


hacking  and  hewing  jret,  ere  it  is  diamased  to  our 
mmdJ 

Sir  Heniy  paused,  as  if  to  consider  what  was  tbs 
mi^ni  [i«  m  this  iimuendo ;  for  he  was  not  a  oerson 
of  very  quick  apprehension.  But  having  at  length 
cAughi  ihe  meaning  of  it,  he  burst  into  an  ezplosHHi 
of  loiuit^r  kiighter  than  Joceline  had  seen  him  indulgs 
m  iJiW  a  ^^txtowhile. 

"Right,  kDsve,"  he  said,  "I  taste  tfay  jest— It  is  the 
very  moral  of  the  puppetshow.  Faustus  ra»ed  the 
dcvd,  m  thti  Parliament  raised  the  army— and  then, 
A9  the  devil  flies  away  with  Faustua  so  will  the  army 
5y  avray  with  the  Parliament— or  the  rump,  as  thoa 
caH'Bi  j(«  or  Bitting  part  of  the  so-called  ParliamenL— 
And  then,  look  you,  friend,  the  very  devil  of  all  hath 
my  wilhng  consent  to  fly  awav  with  the  army  in  its 
turn,  from  the  highest  general  down  to  thus  lowest 
drum -boy. —Nay,  never  jook  fierce  for  the  matter; 
r^.niembcr  there  is  day-light  enough  now  for  a  gams 

Trusty  Tomkins  appeared  to  think  it  best  to  sqp> 
preps  hie  diapleasiure ;  and  observing^  that  the  waioi 
wi.'^ro  ready  to  transport  the  CommisaioneTB^  property 
to  tht!  borough,  took  a  grave  leave  of  Sir  Henry  Lee. 

Mean  lime  the  old  man  continued  to  pace  bis  reoo- 
ver(Hl  hall,  rubbing  his  handa,  and  evincing  gieaier 
emnji  of  g]ee  than  he  had  shown  since  the  fatal  3nh 
of  Jflauary. 

''  Ui-re  w<^  are  again  in  the  old  frank,  Jolifie— wd 
vie  ma  Lied  too.— How  the  knave  solved  my  point  of 
can^ciincet— the  dullest  of  them  is  a  special  casoitt 
whiirij  thequestion  concerns  profit.  Look  out  if  there 
ntv  liot  ^jme  of  our  own  ragged  regiment  lurking 
about,  ro  whom  a  bellyful  would  be  a  godsend,  Joce- 
li{i?--Then  his  fence,  Joceline— though  the  fellowfoios 
well— very  sufficient  well— But  thou  saw'at  how  I 
dealt  with  him  when  I  had  fittins  light,  Joceline f* 

-' Ay.  and  ao  your  honour  did,'^id  Joceline.  **Toii 
tntiRht  him  to  know  the  Duke  of  Norfolk  firom  Saoo- 
dera  Gardner.  I'll  warrant  him  he  will  not  wish  to 
come  undtjr  your  honour's  thumb  agaiiL" 

"Why  I  am  waxing  old,"  said  Sir  Henry;  "bot 
skill  will  not  rust  through  age,  though  sinews  most 
&iiif^n.  Bill  my  age  is  like  a  lusty  winter,  as  okl  Will 
imya— fro*ty  but  kindly— And  what  if;  old  as  wearer 
we  live  to  stje  better  days  vet  1  I  promise  thee,  Joce* 
liru^  I  love  this  jarring  betwixt  the  rogues  of  the 
bjard  and  the  rogues  of  the  sword.  When  thieves  qoar- 
rtk  rruu  mm  have  a  chance  of  coming  by  their  own." 

Thufi  tnumphed  the  old  cavalier,  in  the  treble  glory 
of  having  jecovered  his  dwelling- regained,  as  his 
thouj^ht^  im  character  as  a  man  c«  fence,  and  finally, 
disoovered  some  prospect  of  a  change  of  times,^  in 
whii^h  he  was  not  without  hopes  that  aomethuig 
uiicht  turn  up  for  the  roval  interest 

Mean  while,  Alice,  with  a  prouder  and  a  lighter  heart 
tbanJiDd  dunced  in  her  bosom  for  several  Hava  went 
hnb  with  a  gayety  to  which  she  of  late  haa  been  a 
stranger,  to  contribute  her  assistance  to  the  regula- 
tion and  sur^ply  of  the  household,  by  brinmng  thefresh 
wati^r  wnnhxi  fit>m  fair  Rosamond's  well. 

Perhaps  ihe  remembered,  that  when  she  was  bul* 
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IcirL  her  oousin  Markham  used,  amonjg  others,  to 
make  her  perform  that  duty,  as  presenting  the  cha- 
racter of  some  captive  Trojan  princess,  condemned 
bj  her  situation  to  draw  the  waters  from  some  Gre- 
OftD  spring,  for  the  use  of  the  proud  victor.  At  any 
mte,  she  oeruinly  joyed  to  see  net  /ather  reinstated  in 
his  ancient  habitation ;  and  the  joy  was  not  the  less 
BDcere,  that  she  knew  their  return  to  Woodstock  had 
been  procured  by  means  of  her  cousin,  and  that  even 
in  her  father's  prejudiced  eyes,  Everard  had  been  in 
some  degree  exculp^'^Kl  of  the  accusations  the  old 
knight  bad  brought  against  him ;  and  that,  if  a  re- 
conciliation had  not  vet  taken  place,  the  prelmtinaries 
had  been  establishea  on  which  such  a  desirable  con- 
clusion might  easily  be  founded.  It  was  like  the 
oommencement  of  a  bridge ,  when  the  foundation  is 
Bcorely  laid,  and  the  piers  raised  above  the  influence 
of  the  torrent^  the  throwing  of  the  arches  may  be 
accomplislied  m  a  subsequent  season. 

The  doubtful  fate  of  her  only  brother  might  have 
ckMided  even  this  momentary  gleam  of  sunshine: 
but  Alice  had  been  bred  up  during  the  close  and 
frequent  contests  of  civil  war.  and  had  aoouired  the 
habit  of  hoping  in  behalf  of  those  dear  to  ner,  until 
oope  was  lost  In  the  present  case,  all  reports  seemed 
to  assure  her  of  her  brother's  safety. 

Besides  these  causes  for  gayety,  AUce  Lee  had  the 
pleasng  feeling  that  she  was  restored  to  the  habita- 
tion and  the  haunts  of  her  childhood,  from  which 
tbe  had  not  departed  without  much  pain,  the  more 
Edt,  perhaps,  because  suppressed^  in  order  to  avoid 
iiritaiing  ner  father's  sense  of  his  misfortune.  Fi- 
nally, she  enjoyed  for  the  instant  the  gleam  of  self- 
•atisiaction  by  which  we  see  the  young  and  well-dis- 
poaed  so  often  animated,  when  tncy  can  be.  in  com- 
mon phrase,  helpful  to  those  whom  they  love,  and 
perform  at  the  moment  of  need  some  of  those  little 
domestic  tasks,  which  age  receives  with  so  much 
pleasure  from  the  dutiful  hands  of  youth.  So  that, 
kl together,  as  she  hasted  through  the  remains  and 
»eatigea  or  a  wilderness  already  mentioned,  and  from 
thence  about  a  bow-shot  into  the  Park,  to  bring  a 
pitcher  of  water  from  Rosamond's  springy  Alice  Lee, 
bar  features  enlivened  and  her  complexion  a  little 
raised  by  the  exercise,  had,  for  the  moment,  regained 
the  gay  and  brilliant  vivacity  of  expression  which  had 
been  the  characteristic  of  her  beauty  in  her  earlier  and 
happier  days. 

Tnis  fountain  of  old  memory  had  been  once  adorned 
with  architectural  ornaments  in  the  style  of  the  six- 
teenth century,  chiefly  relating  to  ancient  mythology. 
AU  these  were  now  wastea  and  overthrown,  and 
existed  only  as  moss-covered  ruins,  while  tbe  living 
spring  continued  to  furnish  its  daily^  treasures,  un- 
nvalled  in  purity,  though  the  quantity  was  small, 
gushing  out  amid  disjointed  stones,  and  bubbling 
urough  fragments  of  ancient  sculpture. 

With  a  hght  step  and  laughing  brow  the  young 
Lady  of  Lee  was  approaching  tbe  fountain  usually 
■o  solitary^  when  she  paused  on  beholding  some  one 
seated  beside  it.  >She  proceeded,  however,  with  con- 
fidence, though  with  a  step  something  less  gay,  when 
she  observed  that  the  person  was  a  female ;— some 
menial  perhaps  from  the  town,  whom  a  fanciful  mis- 
tress occasionally  despatched  for  the  water  of  a 
spring,  supposed  to  be  peculiarly  pure,  or  some  aged 
woman,  wno  made  a  little  trade  by  carryins  it  to  tbe 
better  sort  of  families,  and  selling  it  for  a  trine.  There 
was  no  cause,  therefore,  for  apprehension. 

Yet  the  terrors  of  the  times  were  so  great,  that 
AUce  did  noiseea  strRDj^t^rev^n  ofberown  mj  with- 
out some  spprehen^cion.  Dcnaturatized  women  had 
aa  usual  followed  the  etiiiips  of  both  amjiea  during 
the  Civil  War;  who,  on  the  one  sidt^  with  open  pro- 
fligacy and  profaniiy,  on  th^  other  wiih  th(^fmli^f^I 
tone  of  fanaticism  ur  hypcR^n^f,  cxt^rcriMpd  tie^irty  in 
lD(e  degree  their  taleniH  Ar  niijrut:r  nr  plunder.  But  it 
was  broad dayUgbt,  ihi'  HiBinnrt'  trom  the  I^odgi?  wa» 
but  trifling  and  allKrKi^li  a  litck-  Alarmed  at  M«iiig  a 
stranger  where  she  rj^t^-fi*^  det-p  (Kditridiv  the  daugh- 
terol  the  haughty  4>l J  Knight  had  too  much  of  the 
lion  about  her,  to  fiear  without  some  determined  and 
licked  cause. 

Alice  walked,  therefore   gravely  on  towards  the 


fount,  and  composed  her  looks  as  she  took  a  hasty 
glance  of  the  female  who  was  seated  there,  and  adf* 
dressed  herself  to  her  task  of  filling  her  pitcher. 

The  woman,  whose  presence  bad  surprised  and 
somewhat  startled  Alice  Lee,  was  a  person  of  tha 
lower  rank,  whose  red  closk,  russet  kirtle,  band- 
kerchief  trimmed  with  Coventry  blue,  and  a  coarse 
steeple  hat,  could  not  indicate  at  best  any  thing 
higher  than  tbe  wife  of  a  small  farmer,  or,  perhaps, 
the  helpmate  of  a  bailiff  or  hind.  It  was  well  if  she 
proved  nothing  worse.  Her  clothes,  indeed,  were 
of  good  materials;  but,  what  the  female  eye  discerns 
with  half  a  glance,  they  were  indifferently  adjusted 
and  put  on.  This  looked  as  if  they  did  not  belong 
to  me  person  by  whom  they  were  worn,  but  were 
articles  of  which  she  had  become  the  mistress  by 
some  accident,  if  not  by  some  successful  robbery. 
Her  size,  too,  as  did  not  escape  Alice,  even  in  the 
short  perusal  she  afforded  tbe  stranger,  was  unusud ; 
her  features  swarthy  and  singularly  harsh,  and  her 
manner  altogether  unpropitious.  The  young  lady 
almost  wished,  as  she  stooped  to  fill  her  pitcher,  that 
she  bad  rather  turned  back,  and  sent  JoceUne  on  the 
errand :  but  repentance  was  too  late  now,  and  aha 
had  only  to  disguise  ss  well  as  she  could  her  unplea- 
sant feelings. 

"  The  blessings  of  this  bright  day  to  one  as  bright 
as  it  is !"  said  the  stranger,  with  no  unfriendly,  though 
a  harsh  voice. 

"I  thank  you,"  said  Alice  in  reply;  and  continued 
to  fill  her  pitcher  busily,  by  assistance  of  an  iron  bowl 
whjch  remained  still  chained  to  one  of  the  stonea 
beside  tbe  fountain. 

**  Perhaps,  my  pretty  maiden,  if  you  would  accept 
my  help,  your  work  would  be  sooner  done,"  said  tha 
stranger. 

"I  thank  you."  said  Alice:  "but  had  I  needed 
assistance,  I  could  have  brought  those  with  me  who 
had  rendered  it" 

"I  do  not  doubt  of  that,  my  pretty  maiden," 
answered  the  female ;  **  there  are  too  many  lads  in 
Woodstock  with  eyes  in  their  heads— No  doubt  you 
could  have  broiiaht  with  you  any  one  of  them  who 
looked  on  you.  if  you  had  listed  V 

Alice  replied  not  a  syllable,  for  she  did  not  like  the 
freedom  used  by  the  speaker,  and  was  desirous  to 
break  off  the  conversation. 

"Are  you  offended,  my  pretty  mistress  1"  said  tbe 
stranger ;  "  that  was  far  fit)ni  my  purpose.— I  will 
put  my  questbn  otherwise— Are  the  good  damea  of 
Woodstock  so  careless  of  their  pretty  daughters  as  to 
let  the  flower  of  them  all  wander  about  the  wild  chase 
without  a  mother,  or  a  somebody  to  orevent  the  fox 
from  running  away  with  the  lamb  f— that  rsroieM 
nes&  methinks,  shows  small  kindness." 

"Content  yourself  good  woman,  I  am  not  far 
from  protection  and  assistance,"  said  Alice,  who 
liked  less  and  less  the  effrontery  of  her  new  acquaint- 
ance. 

"Alas!  my  pretty  maiden,"  said  the  stranger,  pat- 
ting with  her  large  and  hard  hand  the  head  wmch 
Ahce  had  kept  bended  down  towards  the  water  which 
she  was  lavmg,  "  it  would  be  difiScult  to  hear  such  a 

{)ipe  as  yours  at  the  town  of  Woodstock,  scream  aa 
oud  as  you  would." 

Alice  shook  the  woman's  hand  angrily  iifE  took  up 
her  pitcher,  though  not  above  half  full,  and  as  she 
saw  the  stranger  rise  at  the  same  tim&  said,  not 
without  fear  doubtless,  but  with  a  natural  feeling  of 
resentment  and  dignity,  "  I  have  no  reason  to  make 
my  cries  heard  as  far  as  Woodstock;  were  thert 
occasion  for  my  crying  for  help  at  all,  it  is  nearer  at 
hand." 

She  spoke  not  without  a  warrant ;  for,  at  the  mo- 
ment, broke  through  the  bushes^  snd  stood  by  her 
side,  the  noble  hound  Bevis ;  fixing  on  the  stranger 
his  eyes  that  glanced  fire,  raising  every  hair  onnis 
gallant  mane  as  upright  as  the  bristles  of  a  wild  boar 
when  hard  pressed,  grinning  till  a  case  of  teeth,  which 
would  have  matched  those  of  any  wolf  in  Russia, 
were  displayed  in  full  array,  and,  without  either  bark* 
ing  or  springing,  seeming,  by  his  low  determined 
growl,  to  await  but  the  signal  for  dasbingst  thefemale^ 
whom  he  plainly  oonsidored  as  a  su^Mcioua  penon* 
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But  the  Btran^r  was  undaunted.     '•Mf  pretty  [ 
mtidim"  she  snid,  "  Y<m  have  indeed  a  formidable  i 
guardian  there,  where  cockneys  or  bumpkins  arecon- ' 
cemed ;  but  we  who  have  been  at  the  wars  know 
■pells  for  taming  such  furious  dragons ;  and  therefore 
let  not  your  four-footed  protector  go  loose  on  me,  for 
he  is  a  noble  animal,  and  nothing  but  self-defence 
would  induce  me  to  do  him  injury.      So  saying,  she 
drew  a  pistol  from  her  bosom,  and  cocked  it— pointing 
it  towards  the  dog,  as  if  apprehensive  that  he  would  i 
•pring  upon  her.  I 

"Hold,  woman,  hold!"  said  Alice  Lee;  "the dog. 
will  not  do  you  harm.— Down,  Bevis,  couch  down— 
And  ere  you  attempt  to  hurt  him,  know  he  is  the  fa- 
vourite nound  of  8ir  Henry  Lee  of  Ditchley,  the 
keeper  of  Woodstock  Park,  who  would  severely 
revenge  any  injury  offered  to  him." 

"And  yon,  pretty  one,  are  the  old  knight's  house- 
keeper, doubtless  1  I  have  often  heard  the  Lees  have 
good  taste." 

"  I  am  his  daughter,  good  woman." 

"His  daughter!- 1  was  blind— but  yet  it  is  true, 
nothing  less  perfect  could  answer  the  description 
which  all  the  world  has  given  of  Mistress  Alice  Lee. 
I  trust  that  my  folly  has  driven  my  younR[  mistress  no 
offence,  and  that  she  will  allow  me,  m  token  of 
reeonciliation^  to  fill  her  pitcher,  and  carry  it  as  far  as 
•he  will  permit." 

"  As  you  will,  good  mother ;  but  I  am  about  to  return 
instantly  to  the  Lodge,  to  which,  in  these  times,  I 
cannot  admit  strangers.  Vou  can  follow  me  no  far- 
thei  than  the  verge  of  the  wilderness,  and  I  am  already 
too  lon{;  from  home :  I  will  send  some  one  to  meet 
and  relieve  you  of  the  pitcher."  So  saying,  she  turned 
her  back,  with  a  feeling  of  tenor  wnicn  she  could 
hardly  account  for,  and  began  to  walk  quickly  towards 
the  Lodge,  thinking  thus  to  get  rid  of  her  troublesome 
aequaintance. 

But  she  reckoned  without  her  host ;  for  in  a  mo- 
ment her  new  companion  was  by  her  side,  not 
running,  indeed,  but  walking  with  prodigious  long 
unwomanly  strides^  which  soon  brought  her  up  with 
the  hurried  and  timid  steps  of  the  frightened  maiden. 
But  her  manner  was  more  respectful  than  formerly, 
though  her  voice  sounded  remarkably  harsh  and  dis- 
agreeable, and  her  whole  appearance  suggested  an 
undefined,  yet  irresistible  feeling  of  apprehension. 

"  Pardon  a  stranger,  lovely  Mistress  Alice,"  said 
her  persecutor,  "  that  was  not  capable  of  distinguish- 
ing between  a  lady  of  your  high  quality  and  a  peasant 
wench,  and  who  spoke  to  you  with  a  degree  of  free- 
dom, ill-befitting  your  rank,  certainly,  and  condition, 
and  which,  I  fear,  has  given  you  offence." 

"No  offence  whatever,"  replied  Alice;  "but  good 
woman,  I  am  near  home,  and  can  excuse  your  farther 
company.— You  are  unknown  to  me." 

"  But  It  follows  not,"  said  the  stranger,  "  that  your 
fortunes  may  not  be  known  to  me,  fair  Mistress  Alice. 
Look  on  my  swarthy  brow- England  breeds  none 
such— and  in  the  lands  from  which  I  come,  the  sun 
which  blsckens  our  complexion,  pours,  to  make 
amends,  rays  of  knowledge  into  our  brains  which  are 
denied  to  those  of  your  lukewarm  climate.  Let  me 
look  upon  your  pretty  hand,— [attempting  to  possess 
herself  of  it,]— and  I  promise  you,  you  shall  hear 
what  will  please  you." 

"I  hear  what  does  not  please  me,"  said  Alice,  with 
dignity;  "you  must  carry  your  tricks  of  fortune-tel- 
ling and  palmistry  to  the  women  of  the  village— We 
of  ihe  gentry  hold  them  to  be  either  imposture  or 
unlawful  knowledge." 

"  Yet  you  would  fain  hear  of  a  certain  Colonel,  I 
warrant  you,  whom  certain  unhappy  circumstances 
have  separated  from  his  family;  you  would  give  better 
than  silver  if  I  could  assure  you  that  you  would  see 
him  in  a  day  or  two — ay.  pcrnaps  sooner." 

"I  know  nothing  of  what  yon  speak,  good  woman : 
if  you  want  alms,  there  is  a  piece  of  silver— it  is  all  I 
have  in  my  purse." 

"  It  were  a  pity  that  I  should  take  it,"  said  the  fe- 
male ;  "  and  yet  give  it  me— for  the  princess  in  the 
fairy  tale  must  ever  deserve,  by  her  generosity,  the 
bounty  of  the  benevolent  (airy,  before  •he  is  rewarded 
by  her  proteetkm." 


"  Take  it— take  it-give  me  my  pitcher,"  saki  Alies^ 
"  and  borone,— yonder  comes  one  of  my  Other's  ser- 
vanta.— What,  ho !— Joceline— Joceline !" 

The  old  fortune-teller  hastilv  dropped  somethiM 
into  the  pitcher  as  she  resiorea  it  to  Alice  Lee,  and, 
plying  her  long  limbs,  disappeared  speedily  nnder 
cover  of  the  wood. 

Bevis  turned,  and  hacked,  and  Aowed  some  incli- 
nation to  harass  the  retreat  of  this  suspicions  person, 
yet,  as  if  uncertain,  ran  towards  Johffe,  and  »wned 
on  him,  as  to  demand  his  advice  and  enooaragemeot. 
Joceline  pacified  the  animal,  and  coming  op  to  his 
young  lady,  asked  her,  with  surprise,  what  was  the 
matter^  and  whether  she  had  been  frightened  1  Alios 
made  kght  of  her  alarm,  for  which,  indeed  she  could 
not  have  assigned  any  very  competent  reason,  for  the 
manners  of  the  woman,  though  bold  and  intrusive, 
were  not  menacing.  She  omy  said  she  had  met  a 
fortune-teller  by  Rosamond's  Well,  and  had  had  some 
difficulty  in  shaking  her  off. 

"  Ah,  the  gipsy  thief,"  said  Joceline,  "  how  well 
she  scented  there  was  food  in  the  pantry!— they 
have  noses  like  raveniL  these  strollers.  Look  you, 
Mistress  Alice,  you  shall  not  see  a  raven,  or  a  camoD- 
crow,  in  all  the  blue  skv  for  a  mile  round  you ;  bat 
let  a  sheep  drop  suddenly  down  on  the  greenswanl, 
and  before  the  poor  creature's  dead  jou  shall  aae  a 
dozen  of  such  guests  croaking,  as  if  inviting  each 
other  to  the  banquet— Just  so  it  is  with  these  stnnly 
befXRTB,  You  will  see  few  enough  of  them  when 
there's  nothing  to  give,  but  when  hough's  in  the  pot, 
they  will  have  share  on't" 

'^You  are  so  proud  of  your  fresh  supply  of  pro- 
vender," said  ADce,  "  that  you  suspect  all  of  a  de- 
sign on't  I  do  not  thmk  this  woman  will  venture 
near  your  kitchen,  Joceline." 

"  It  will  be  best  for  her  health,"  said  Jocehpe^ 
"lest  I  give  her  a  ducking  for  digestion.— But  give 
me  thcpitcher.  Mistress  Alice— meeter  I  bear  it  than 
you.— How  now  7  what  jindes  at  the  bottom  ?  have 
you  lifted  the  pebbles  as  wcU  as  the  water  T' 

"  I  think  the  woman  dropped  something  into  the 
pitcher,"  saki  Alice. 

"  Nay,  we  must  look  to  that  for  it  is  like  to  be  a 
chann,  and  we  have  enough  ot  the  devil's  ware  aboat 
Woodstock  already— we  vnll  not  spare  for  the  water 
—I  can  run  back  and  fill  the  pitcher."  He  poured  oat 
the  water  upon  the  gras&  and  at  the  bottom  of  the 
pitcher  was  found  a  gold  ring,  in  which  was  set  a 
ruby,  apparently  of  some  value. 

"  mv,  if  this  oe  not  enchantment,  I  know  not  what 
is,"  sain  Jocelin&  "  Truly.  Mistress  Alice,  I  think  ;oo 
had  better  throw  away  this  gimcrack.  Such  afts 
from  such  hands  are  a  kind  of  press-money  which 
the  devil  uses  for  enlisting  his  regiment  of  witches; 
and  if  they  take  but  so  much  as  a  bean  from  him, 
they  become  his  bond  slaves  for  life— Ay,  you  k>ok  at 
the  gewgaw,  but  to-morrow  you  will  find  a  lead  ring 
and  a  common  pebble  in  its  stead." 

"  Nay,  Joceline,  I  think  it  will  be  better  to  find 
out  that  dark-complexioned  woman,  and  retom  to 
her  what  seems  of  some  value.  So,  cause  inquiry  to 
be  made,  and  be  sure  yon  return  her  ring.  It  seems 
too  valuable  to  be  destroyed." 

"  Umph !  that  is  alvrays  the  way  with  women," 
murmured  Joceline.  "You  will  never  get  the  b^ 
of  them,  but  she  is  willing  to  save  a  bit  of  finery. 
—Well,  AGstress  Alice,  I  trust  that  you  are  too 
yotiii^  jiTid  too  pretty  to  be  enlisted  in  a  regiment  of 

''  1  fliiall  not  be  afraid  of  it  till  you  turn  conjurer,** 
m\d  Alices  J  "so  hasten  to  the  wdl,  where  you  are 
likf'  eiill  to  find  the  woman,  and  let  her  know  that 
Alice  F^t«  dfij^ires  none  of  her  gifts,  any  more  than  she 
did  of  her  society" 

So  sayini;.  the  young  lady  pursued  her  way  to  the 
Lodzc,  «hil^'  Joceline  went  down  to  Rosamond's 
Wd\  to  execute  her  commission.  But  the  fortune- 
t^lW.  or  whoever  she  might  beu  was  nowhere  to  be 
fotina ;  neither,  finding  that  to  be  the  case,  did  J(^ 
cdine  give  himself  much  trouble  in  trackmg  her 
farther, 

''  ir  ihia  ring,  which  I  dare  say  the  jade  stole 
somewhere,"  said  the  unde]^keeper  to  himself;  "  bs 
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worth  a  few  nobles,  it  Lb  better  in  honest  hands  than 
in  those  of  vagabonds.  My  master  has  a  ri^ht  to  all 
waifs  and  strays,  and  certainly  such  a  rinir.  in  pos- 
aeaaion  of  a  gipsy,  most  be  a  waif.  So  I  shall  confis- 
cate it  without  scruple,  and  apply  the  produce  to  the 
■upport  of  Sir  Hcnr/s  household,  which  is  like  to 
be  poor  enough.  Thank  Heaven,  mv  militiir>'  ^  ipts- 
riencd  has  taught  me  how  to  carry  books  at  my  fi  rm^r- 
•nd»— that  is  trooper's  law.  Yet,  hang  it,  aiitr  aU  I 
had  best  take  it  to  Mark  Everard  and  ask  hia  ndvic^ 
—i  hold  him  now  to  be  your  learned  counsellor  in  low 
where  Mistress  Alice's  affairs  are  concerned,  and  my 
learned  Doctor,  who  shall  bo  nameless,  for  such  as 
coDcera  Church  and  State  and  Sir  Henry  Lee— And 
Fll  give  them  leave  logive  mine  umbles  to  the  kJtts 
and  ravens  if  they  find  me  conferring  my  conJ&denoe 
where  it  is  not  sale." 


CHAPTER  XIX. 

Beinir  ■killea  ia  thew  pvti.  which,  to  a  •tfanger, 
Uncaided  aad  onfriended,  often  prove 
Rotifh  and  iiiho«pitable.-ri>e{/lUI  Night. 

THcas  was  a  lilllo  attempt  at  preparation,  now 
that  the  dinner  hour  was  arrived,  which  showed  that, 
in  the  opinion  of  his  few  but  faithful  domestics,  the 
good  knight  had  returned  in  triumph  to  his  home. 

The  great  tankard,  exhibiting  in  bas-relief  the  figure 
of  Michael  subduing;  the  arch  enemy,  was  placed  on 
the  table,  and  Jocehne  and  Phaabe  dutifully  attended ; 
the  one  behind  the  chair  of  Sir  Henry,  the  other  to 
wait  upon  her  young  mistress,  and  both  to  make  out, 
by  formal  and  regular  observance,  the  want  of  a  more 
Bumerous  train. 

"A  health  to  King  Charles!"  said  the  old  knight, 
handing  the  massive  tankard  to  his  daughter :  "  drink 
it,  my  love,  though  it  be  rebel  ale  which  they  have  left 
itSL  I  will  pledge  thee ;  for  the  toast  will  excuse  the 
Ikiuor,  had  Noll  himself  brewed  it." 

The  young  lady  touched  the  goblet  with  her  lip, 
and  returned  it  to  her  father,  who  took  a  copious 
draught. 

"  I  will  not  say  blessing  on  their  hearts."  said  he ; 
•*  though  I  must  own  they  drank  good  ale." 

"  No  wonder,  sir ;  they  came  lightly  by  the  malt,  and 
need  not  spsre  it"  said  Jocelinc. 

"Say's!  thouT'  said  the  knight;  "thou  shalt 
finish  the  tankard  thyself  for  that  very  jest's  sake." 
Nor  was  his  follower  slow  in  doing  reason  to  the  royal 
pleiige.  He  bowed,  and  replaced  the  tankard,  saying, 
after  a  triumphant  glance  at  the  sculpture,  "I  had  a 
^be  vrith  that  same  red-coat  about  the  Saint  Michael 

fOBt  DOW." 

**  Red -coat— ha !  what  red-coat  ?"  said  the  hasty  old 
man.  "  Do  any  of  these  knavt-s  still  lurk  about  Wood- 
stock ?— Q^oit  him  down  stairs  instantly,  Jocehne.— 
Know  we  not  Galloway  nags?" 

"  So  please  you,  he  is  in  some  charge  here,  and  will 
speedily  be  gone.— It  is  he— he  who  had  a  rencontre 
with  your  honour  in  the  wood." 

"  Ay,  but  I  paid  him  off  for  it  in  the  hall,  as  you 
yourself  saw.  I  was  never  in  better  fence  in  my 
life,  Joccline.  That  same  steward  fellow  is  not  so 
utterly  black-hearted  a  rogue  as  the  most  of  them, 
Jocelinc  He  fences  well— excellent  well.  I  will  have 
thee  try  a  bout  in  the  hall  with  him  to-morrow,  though 
I  think  he  will  be  too  hard  for  thee.  I  know  thy 
strength  to  an  inch." 

He  might  say  this  with  some  truth;  for  it  was 
Joccline's  fashion^  when  called  on,  as  sometimes  hap- 
pened, to  fence  with  his  patron,  just  to  Dut  forth  as 
much  of  his  strength  and  skill  as  obliged  the  Knight 
to  contend  hard  for  the  victory,  which,  in  the  long 
run,  he  always  contrived  to  yield  up  to  him,  like  a 
discreet  s«jrving-man. 

**  .\nd  what  said  this  roundheaded  steward  of  our 
great  Saint  Michael's  standing  cup  ?" 

"  3Iarry,  he  scoffed  at  our  good  saint,  and  said 
he  was  httle  better  than  one  of  the  gulden  calves  of 
Bethel.  Rut  I  told  him  he  should  not  talk  so,  until 
one  of  their  own  roundheaded  saint*)  had  jf^ven 
the  devil  as  complete  a  croAsbiittock  as  Saint  Michael 
bad  given  him,  as  'tis  carved  upon  the  cup  there.  I 
trow  that  made  him  silent  enough.    And  then  he 


would  know  whether  your  honotiT  and  Mistresa 
AUce,  not  to  mention  old  Joan  and  myself,  since  it  is 
your  honour's  pleasure  I  should  take  my  bed  here, 
were  not  afraid  to  sleep  in  a  house  that  had  been  so 
much  disturbed.  But  1  told  him  we  feared  no  fiends 
or  goblins^  having  the  prayers  of  the  church  read 
^vt-iv  t'v^  ntne." 

*'  Ji>rta6ne,"  said  Alice,  interrupting  him.  "  wert 
thou  modi  You  know  at  what  rish  to  ourselves  and 
the  good  doctor  the  performance  of  that  duty  takes 
place/' 

"  Oh,  Mistress  AUc^"  said  Joceline,  a  little  abash- 
ed, "you  may  be  sure  I  spoke  not  a  word  of  the  doc- 
toi— No.  no— I  did  not  let  him  into  the  secret  that  ws 
hod  eiich  a  reverend  chaplain.— I  think  I  know  the 
length  of  this  man's  foot.  We  have  had  a  jolhfica- 
rion  Of  m  together.  He  is  hand  and  glove  with  me^ 
for  as  artmt  a  fanatic  as  he  is." 

"Trust  him  not  too  far,"  said  the  knight  Nay, 
I  fear  thou  hast  been  imprudent  already,  and  that  it 
will  be  unsafe  for  the  good  man  to  come  here  after 
nightfall,  as  proposed.  These  Independents  have 
noses  like  bloodhounds,  and  can  smeu  out  a  loyaUst 
under  any  disguise." 

"If  your  honour  thinks  so,"  said  Jocehne,  "ril 
watch  for  the  doctor  with  goo<i  will,  and  bring  him 
into  the  Lodge  by  the  old  condemned  postern,  and 
so  up  to  this  apartment;  and  sure  this  man  Tomkins 
would  never  presume  to  come  hither ;  and  the  doctor 
may  have  a  bed  in  Woodstock  Lodge,  and  he  never 
the  wiser ;  or,  if  your  honour  does  not  think  that 
safe,  I  can  cut  his  throat  for  you,  and  I  would  not 
mind  it  spin." 

"  God  forbid !"  said  the  knight  "  He  is  under  car 
root,  and  a  guest  though  not  an  invited  one.— Gk>, 
Joceline ;  it  shall  be  thy  penance,  for  having  given  thy 
tongue  too  much  license,  to  watch  for  the  good  doctor, 
ana  to  take  care  of  his  sjEifety  while  he  continues  with 
us.  An  October  night  or  two  in  the  forest  would 
finish  the  good  man.^'  ,  ^ 

"  He  is  more  like  to  finish  our  October  than  our  Octo- 
ber is  to  finish  him,"  said  the  keeper ;  and  withdrew 
under  the  encouraging  smile  of  his  patron. 

He  whistled  Bevis  along  with  him  to  share  in  his 
watch ;  and  having  received  exact  information  where 
the  clergyman  was  most  likely  to  be  found,  assured 
his  master  that  he  would  give  the  most  pomted  atten- 
tion to  his  safety.  When  the  attendants  had  with- 
drawn, having  previously  removed  the  remains  of  the 
meal,  the  old  knight,  leaning  back  in  his  chair,  en- 
couraged pleasanter  visions  than  had  of  late  passed 
through  his  imagination,  until  by  deffrees  he  was 
surprised  by  actual  slumber  {  while  his  daughter,  not 
venturing  to  move  but  on  tiptoe,  took  some  needle- 
work, ana  bringing  it  close  by  the  old  man's  sids^ 
employed  her  fingers  on  this  task,  bending  her  eyes 
from  mm  '  rt  parent,  with  the  anectionate 

leal,  if  nnT  '  ■  •  ■  w  pu^ir,  of  a  guardian  angel. 
At  Icni^rh.  as  she  lii;ht  mrled  nwny,  and  night  cams 
on,  she  w&»  hWr  lo  order  candlts  to  be  Drought. 
Bui,  Temenibcring  how  indiflt^rtmt  a  couch  JoceIine*s 
roitime  h[id  aflbnlod,  phecotilii  nrji  itiinkof  interrupt- 
ing the  firet  sound  and  refrFshin.^  sleep  which  ner 
fnth«?r  hnd  t  njoyM,  in  bQ  probabibty,  for  the  last  two 
nights  at^d  dnvs. 

Shp  herself'^  had  no  other  amuMment.  as  she  sat 
fariiiK  one  of  the  ^yvqx  orifl  windows,  the  same  by 
whi<  h  Wild  rake  had  on  «  former  occasion  looked  in 
upon.  Tomkins  amt  Jocielint^  while  ni  their  compota- 
tions,  than  watching  the  clouds,  which  a  lazy  wind 
sometimes  chased  from  the  broad  disk  of  the  harvest- 
moon,  sometimes  permitted  to  accumulate,  and  ex- 
clude her  brightness.  There  is,  I  know  not  why, 
something  peculiariy  pleasing  to  the  imagination,  m 
contemplating  the  Queen  of  Night,  when  she  isiMKi- 
tnjs',  as  the  expression  is,  among  the  vapours  which 
she  has  not  power  to  dispel,  and  which  on  their  skis 
are  unable  entirely  to  quench  her  lustre.  It  is  ths 
striking  image  of  patient  virtue,  calmly  pursuing  her 
path  through  good  report  and  bad  report,  havingthit 
excellence  in  herself  which  ought  to  command  all 
admiration,  but  bedimmed  in  the  eyes  of  the  world, 
by  suliering,  by  misfortune,  by  calumny. 

As  some  such  reflections,  perhaps,  were  ] 
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through  Alice's  imagination,  she  hecama  sensible,  to 
her  surprise  and  alarm,  that  someone  had  clambered 
up  upon  the  window,  and  was  looking  into  the  room. 
The  idea  of  supernatural  fear  did  not  in  the  slightetc 
degree  agitate  Alice.  She  was  too  much  accustomed 
to  the  place  and  situation  ;  for  folk  do  not  see  spec- 
tres in  the  scenes  with  which  they  have  been  familiar 
from  infancy.  But  danger  from  marauders  in  a  dis- 
turbed country  was  a  more  formidable  subject  of  ap- 
prehension^ and  the  thougnt  armed  Alice,  who  was 
naturally  high-spirited,  with  such  desperate  courage^ 
that  she  snatched  a  pistol  from  the  woll,  on  which 
some  fire-arms  hung,  and  while  she  screamed  to  her 
father  to  awake,  had  the  presence  of  mind  to  preseni 
It  at  the  intruder.  She  did  so  the  more  readily,  be- 
cause she  imagined  she  recognised  in  the  visage, 
which  she  partially  saw,  the  features  of  the  woman 
whom  she  had  met  with  at  Rosamond's  Well,  end 
which  had  appeared  to  her  peculiarly  harsh  and  sus- 
picious. Her  father  at  the  same  time  seized  his  swonl 
and  came  forward,  while  the  person  at  the  window, 
alarmed  at  these  demonstratioiuL  and  endeavouring  to 
descend,  missed  footing,  as  had  Cavaliero  Wildrake 
before,  and  went  down  to  the  earth  with  no  small 
noise.  Nor  was  the  reception  on  the  bosom  of  our 
common  mother  either  soft  or  safe ;  for,  by  a  most 
terrific  bark  and  growl,  they  heard  that  Bevis  had 
oome  up  and  seizea  on  the  pany,  ere  he  or  she  could 
gain  their  fiwt. 

"  Hold  fast,  but  worry  not,"  said  the  old  knight— 
—"Alice,  thou  art  the  queen  of  wenches !  Standfast 
here  till  I  run  down  and  secure  the  rascal." 

"For  God's  sake,  no^  my  dearest  father f  Alice 
exclaimed ;  "  Joceline  wUl  be  up  immediately— Hark  I 
—I  hear  him." 

There  was  indeed  a  bustle  below,  and  more  than 
one  light  danced  to  and  firo  in  confusion,  while  those 
who  bore  them  called  to  each  other,  yet  suppressing 
their  voices  as  they  spoke,  as  men  who  would  only  bo 
heard  by  those  they  addressed.  The  individual  who 
had  fiEdlen  under  the  power  of  Bevis  was  most  impa- 
tient in  his  situation,  and  called  with  least  precau- 
tion,—"Here,  Lee— Forester— take  the  dog  ofii  else 
I  must  shoot  him!" 

"  If  thou  dost,"  said  Sir  Henry  from  the  window, 
•*I  blow  thy  brains  out  on  the  spot— Thieves,  Joce- 
line. thieves  I  come  up  and  secure  this  rufiSan.— Bevis, 
hold  on  I" 

" Back,  Bevis;  down,  sir."  cried  JoceUne.— "  I  am 
coming,  I  am  coming,  Sir  Henry— Saint  Mkhael,  1 
•hall  go  distracted !" 

A  terrible  thought  suddenly  occurred  to  AUce,— 
could  Joceline  have  become  unfaithful,  that  he  was 
caUing  Bevis  off  the  villain,  instead  of  encouraging 
the  trusty  dog  to  secure  him  7  Her  father,  mean 
time,  moved  perhaps  by  some  suspicion  of  the  same 
kind,  hastily  stepped  aside  out  of  the  moonlight,  and 
pulled  Alice  close  to  him,  so  as  to  be  invisible  from 
without,  yet  so  placed  as  to  hear  what  should  pass. 
The  scuffle  between  Bevis  and  his  prisoner  seemed  to 
be  ended  by  Joceline's  interference,  and  there  was 
close  whispering  for  an  msunt,  as  of  people  in  con- 
•ulution. 

"All  is  quiet  now,"  said  one  voice ;  "I  will  up  and 
prepare  the  way  for  you."— And  immediately  a  form 
presented  itself^on  the  outside  of  the  window,  pushed 

3ien  the  lattice  and  sprung  into  the  parlour.  But 
most  ere  his  step  was  on  the  floor,  certainly  before 
he  had  obtained  anv  secure  footing,  the  ola  knight, 
who  stood  ready  with  his  rapier  drawn,  made  a  des- 

Serate  pass,  which  bore  the  intruder  to  the  ground. 
,  oceline,  who  clambered  ud  next  with  a  dark  lantern 
in  his  hand,  uttered  a  dreadful  exclamation,  when  he 
•aw  what  had  happened,  crying  out,  "Lord  in  Hea- 
ven, he  has  slam  his  own  son  !' 

"No,  no— I  tell  you  no,"  said  the  fallen  young  man, 
who  was  indeed  young  Albert  Lee,  the  only  son  of  the 
old  knight— "I  am  not  hurt  -No  noise,  on  your  lives 
*-get  lights  instantly."  Ai  the  same  time,  he  started 
from  the  floor  as  quickly  as  he  could,  under  the  em- 
barrassment of  a  cloak  and  doublet  skewered  as  it 
Wen)  together  by  the  rapier  of  the  old  knight,  whose  ' 

KB,  most  fortunately,  nad  been  diverted  from  the . 
V  of  Albert  by  the  interruption  of  hia  doak,  the  1 


blade  paasing  right  across  bis  back,  piercing  the 
clothes,  while  the  hOt  coming  against  his  side  with 
the  whole  force  of  the  lounge,  had  borne  him  to  the 
ground. 

Joceline  all  the  while  enjoined  silence  to  erery  onc^ 
under  the  strictest  conjurations.  "Silence,  as  yo« 
would  long  live  on  earth— silence,  as  you  would  have 
a  place  in  Heaven,— be  but  silent  for  a  few  minuter* 
all  our  lives  depend  on  it'' 

Mean  time  he  procured  lights  with  inexpmsibls 
despatch,  and  they  then  beheld  that  Sir  Henry,  on 
hearing  the  fatal  words,  had  sunk  back  on  one  of  tbe 
largo  chairs,  without  either  motion,  colour,  or  sign 
of  life. 

"  Oh,  brother,  how  could  you  come  in  this  man- 
ner?" said  Alice. 

"  Ask  no  Questions— Good  €Sod !  for  what  am  I  rs- 
served !"  He  gszed  on  his  father  as  he  rooke,  who^ 
with  clav-cold  features  rigidly  fixed,  and  his  arms 
extended  in  the  most  absolute  helplesanesa,  looked 
rather  the  image  of  death  upon  a  monument,  than  a 
being  in  whom  existence  was  only  su8{)ended.  "Was 
my  ufe  spared,"  said  Albert,  raising  his  hands  with 
a  wild  gesture  to  Heaven,  only  to  witness  ancfa  a 
sight  as  this!" 

"We  sufller  what  Heaven  permits^  yonngman— we 
endure  our  lives  while  Heaven  continues  them.  Let 
me  approach."  The  same  clergyman  who  had  resd 
the  prayers  at  Joceline's  hut  now  came  fbrwanL 
" Get  water,"  he  said,  "instantly."  And  the  hdpfbl 
hand  and  Ught  foot  of  Alice,  with  the  ready-witted 
tenderness  which  never  stagnates  in  vain  lamenta- 
tions while  there  is  anv  room  for  hope,  provkied  with 
incredible  celerity  all  that  the  clergyman  called  for. 

"  It  is  but  a  swoon,"  he  sakl,  oiifeeling  Sir  Henry's 
palm,—"  a  swoon  produced  from  the  instant  and  un- 
expected shock.  Rouse  thee  up,  Albert;  I  promise 
thee  it  will  be  nothing  save  a  syncope— A  cop,  my 
dearest  Alice,  and  a  nband,  or  a  baiidage— I  mmt 
take  some  bloodT-some  aromatics,  too,  if  they  can  be 
had,  my  good  Alice." 

But  while  Alice  procured  the  cup  anc  banda^ 
Btrip[iixl  htr  ffithtr's  silt^Vl^  and  seemed  by  intuitioo 
even  to  niuioirntt?  tvory  direction  of  the  reverend  doc- 
tor, ber  brother,  hen  ring  no  word,  and  seeing  no  m 
of  comfort,  stood  with  bo:h  hsnds  clasped  aiKl  de 
vjitod  into  the  air,  a  monument  of  speechleaa  despair. 
Rvery  fentnre  in  hia  fiic«  seemed  to  express  tbe 
thoushl,  "  Hore  ire 9  my  father's  corpse,  and  it  it  I 
whose  rAfhnc^i  haR  slmn  himf 

Bui  when  n  few  drops  of  blood  began  to  foUow  tbe 
lancet— Qi  firsi  f^llin^  eiinic^ly,  and  then  trickling  in  a 
freer  Ptrcft  m — w  h  en ,  i  ft  eon  Pfsquence  of  tbe  application 
of  cold  u^i:  r  ^  •  i'.  i  i/^s,  and  aromancs  to  tbe 
nostrils,  the  old  man  sighed  feebly,  and  made  an 
effort  to  move  his  limbs,  Albert  Lee  changed  his  pos- 
ture, at  once  to  throw  himself  at  the  feet  of  the  cler- 
gyman, and  kiss,  if  he  would  have  permitted  him,  hii 
shoes  and  the  hem  of  his  raimenL 

"  Rise,  foolish  youth,"  said  the  good  man,  with  a 
reproving  tone ;  "  must  it  be  alwaya  thoa  with  you  ?— 
Kneel  to  Heaven,  not  to  the  feeblest  of  its  agents. 
You  have  been  saved  once  again  from  great  danger- 
would  you  deserve  Heaven's  bounty,  remember  yoa 
hsve  been  preserved  for  other  purposes  than  you  now 
think  on.  Begone  you  and  Joceline.  you  have  a  dutr 
to  discharge;  and  be  assured  it  will  go  better  with 
your  fathers  recovery  that  he  see  you  not  for  a  few 
minutes.  Down— down  to  the  wilderness,  and  bring 
in  your  attendant." 

**Thank8,  thanks,  a  thousand  thanks,"  answered 
Albert  Lee;  and,  springing  through  the  lattice,  he 
disappeared  as  unexpectedly  as  he  had  entered— At 
die  same  lime  Joceline  followed  him,  and  by  the 
name  road. 

Alice,  whose  fears  for  her  father  were  now  some- 
thing abated,  upon  this  new  movement  among  the 
persons  of  the  scene,  could  not  resist  appealing  to  her 
venerable  assistant  "Grood  doctor,  answer  me  hut 
one  question— was  my  brother  Albert  here  just  now, 
or  have  I  dreamed  all  that  has  happened  for  these 
ten  minutes  past  7  Methinka  but  for  ^our  presence^ 
I  could  suppose  the  whole  had  passed  in  my  sleep- 
that  horrible  thrust— that  deathlike,  coxpae-Iike  oU 
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man — that  soldier  in  mnta  dcipair— I  must  "mdecd 
have  dreamed." 

"If  you  have  dreamed,  my  sweet  Alice,"  said  the 
doctor,  "I  wish  every  sicknurse  had  your  property, 
Bnce  you  have  been  attending  to  our  paiient  be  iter 
during  your  sleep,  than  most  of  these  old  dortnicc 
can  do  when  they  are  most  awake.  But  your  dream 
came  through  the  gate  of  horn,  my  preiiy  darlingt 
which  you  must  remind  me  to  explain  to  you  ai  lei- 
sure. Albert  has  really  been  here,  end  will  be  hrtu 
again." 

" Albert P'  repeated  Sir  Henry,  "who  names  my 
•on?" 

"  It  is  I,  my  kind  patron,"  said  the  doctor ;  "permit 
me  to  bind  up  your  arm." 

"My  wound?— with  all  my  heart,  doctor,"  said  Sir 
Henry,  raisins  himself;  and  gathering  his  recollection 
by  degrees.  1  knew  of  old  thou  wen  hody-curer  tis 
well  as  soul-curer,  and  served  mv  rt^tiicnt  for  sur- 
geon  as  well  as  chaplain.— But  wneri-  ih  thi*  mscal  I 
failed?— I  never  made  a  fairer  »(raina«i7i  in  my  life. 
The  shell  of  my  rapier  struck  against  hia  ribs.  So 
dead  he  must  be,  or  my  right  hand  hoa  forgot  its 
cimning." 

"Nobodv  was  slain,"  said  the  doctor;  "we  must 
thank  Groa  for  that,  since  there  were  nonf!  but  friends 
to  slay.  Here  is  a  good  cloak  and  double^  though, 
wounded  in  a  fashion  which  will  requin?  some  gkilf  in 
tailor-craft  to  cure.  But  I  was  your  lasi  ant  Agonist, 
and  look  a  little  blood  from  you,  mert^y  lo  prepare 
you  for  the  pleasure  and  surprise  of  woinB  your  ^on, 
who,  though  hunted  pretty  close,  as  you  may  believe, 
hath  made  his  way  from  Worcester  hither,  where, 
with  Joccline's  assistance,  we  will  care  wcii  enough 
for  his  safety.  It  was  even  for  this  reason  that  I 
pressed  you  to  accept  of  your  nephew's  propoml  to 
return  to  the  old  Lodge,  where  a  bund  rod  men  migin 
be  concealed,  though  a  thousand  wert'mfi king  search 
to  discover  them.  Never  such  a  place  for  hiJe-and- 
seek,  as  I  shall  make  good  when  I  can  €nd  means  to 
publish  my  Wonders  of  Woodstock." 

"But,  my  son— my  dear  son."  said  the  knipht, 
"shall  I  not  then  instantly  see  him?  and  whertfore 
did  you  not  forewarn  me  of  this  joyful  event  f 

"Because  I  was  uncertain  of  his  motions^*"  &aid  the 
doctor,  "and  rather  thought  he  was  bound  for  the 
•ea-siae,  and  that  it  would  be  best  to  te!U'ou  of  hi^ 
fate  when  he  was  safe  on  board,  and  in  full  aail  for 
France.  We  had  appointed  to  let  you  know  all  when 
I  came  hither  to-nignt  to  join  you.  But  there  is  a 
red-coat  in  the  house  whom  we  care  not  to  trust  far- 
ther than  we  could  not  help.  We  dared  not,  ihen?- 
fore,  venture  in  by  the  hall ;  and  so.  priiwling  round 
the  building,  Albert  informed  us,  thai  nn  uld  prank 
of  his,  when  a  boy,  consisted  of  entering  by  thi^  witi- 
dow.  A  lad  who  was  with  us  would  rn.i;Nla  make  the 
experiment,  as  there  seemed  to  be  no  licht  in  tho 
chamber,  and  the  moonlight  without  mane  us  liable 
to  be  detected.  His  foot  supped,  and  our  friend  Beviij 
came  upon  us." 

"  In  good  truth,  you  acted  simply,"  enid  Sir  Henry, 
"to  attack  a  gamson  without  a  summona.  But  all 
this  is  nothing  to  my  son  Albert— where  Is  he?— Let 
me  see  him." 

"  But  Sir  Henry,  wail,"  said  the  doctor,  "  till  yoor 
restored  strength"^ 

"A  plague  of  my  restored  strenAib,  manf^  an- 
swered  the  knight,  as  his  old  spirit  btj^Tin  to  awftkcn 
within  him.—  Dost  not  remember,  thai  I  lay  on 
Edgchill-field  all  night,  bleeding  like  ii  bttftock  fruni 
five  several  wounds,  and  wore  my  armour  wiihin  six 
weeks  ?  and  you  talk  to  me  of  the  few  drops  of  blood 
that  follow  such  a  scratch  as  a  cat's  claw  might  bavc 
made!" 

"Nay,  if  vou  feel  so  courageous,"  mM  the  doctor^ 
'•I  will  fetch  vour  son— he  is  not  far  di^^ronL*' 

So  saying,  nc  left  the  apartment,  nink[n^  a  irign  to 
Alice  to  remain,  in  case  any  symptoina  of  her  fa- 
ther's weakness  should  return. 

It  was  fortunate,  perhaps,  that  Sir  Henry  ne\er . 
seemed  to  recollect  the  precise  natun^  of  the  ali»Tm, 
which  had  at  once,  and  effectually  as  the  ^^hark  uf  ihi' 
thunderbolt,  for  the  moment  suspended  his  faculrir  ■7. 
Something  he  said  more  than  once  of  bdng  ccrtuia  . 


he  had  done  mischief  with  that  9trafiuKm,  as  hp 
called  it;  btit  his  mind  did  not  recur  to  that  danger, 
as  having  incurred  by  his  son.  Alice,  glad  to  sec 
that  her  father  appeared  to  have  forgotten  a  circum- 
stance so  fearful,  (as  men  often  forget  the  blow,  or 
other  sudden  cause,  which  has  thrown  them  into  a 
swoon,)  readily  excused  herself  from  throwing  much 
light  on  the  matter,  by  pleading  the  general  confuaion. 
And  in  a  few  minutes,  Albert  cut  off  all  farther  in- 
quiry, by  entering  the  room,  followed  by  the  doctor, 
and  throwing  himself  alternately  into  the  arms  of  hk 
father  and  of  his  sister. 


CHAPTER  XX. 

The  bojr  if-hark  yt,  nrrah— what'i  yoor  n 

Ob,  Jaoob-«j,  I  recoUeet-the  mom.— Ckabbb. 

Ths  affectionate  relatives  were  united  as  thoie 
who,  meeting  under  great  adversity,  feel  still  the 
happiness  of  sharing  it  in  common.  'They  embraced 
agam  and  again^  and  gave  way  to  those  expansioni 
of  the  heart,  which  at  once  express  and  relieve  the 
pressure  of  mental  agitation.  At  length  the  tide  of 
emotion  began  to  subside:  and  Sir  Henry,  still  hold 
ing  his  recovered  son  bv  the  hand,  resumed  the  com- 
mand of  his  feelings  which  he  usuallv  practised. 

"  So  you  have  seen  the  last  of  our  battles,  Albert," 
he  said,  "  and  the  Sling's  colours  have  fallen  for  ever 
before  the  rebels  ?" 

"It  is  but  even  so,"  said  the  young  man— "the  last 
cast  of  the  die  was  thrown,  and,  alas !  lost,  at  Wor 
cester:  and  Cromwell's  fortune  carried  it  there,  as  it 
has  wherever  he  has  shown  himself." 

"  Well— it  can  but  be  for  a  time— it  can  but  be  for  a 
time,"— answered  his  father ;  "  the  devil  is  potent, 
they  say,  in  raising  and  gratifying  favourites,  but  he 
can  grant  but  short  leases.- And  the  King— the  King^ 
Albert— the  King— in  my  ear— cloae,  close !" 

"  Our  last  news  were  confident  that  he  had  escaped 
from  Bristol." 

"Thank  God  for  that— thank  God  for  that!"  said 
the  knight    "  Where  didst  thou  leave  him  ?" 

"Our  men  were  almost  all  cut  to  pieces  at  the 
bridge."  Albert  replied :  "  but  I  followed  his  Majesty, 
with  about  five  hundred  other  officers  and  gentlemen, 
who  were  resolved  to  die  around  him,  until,  as  our 
numbera  and  appearance  drew  the  whole  pursuit  after 
us,  it  pleaaed  his  Majesty  to  dismiss  us,  with  many 
thanks  and  words  of^  comfort  to  us  in  general,  and 
•ome  kind  enressiqns  to  most  of  us  in  e8|)ecial.  He 
sent  his  rovai  greeting  to  you,  sir,  in  particular,  and 
said  more  than  becomes  me  to  repeat." 

"Nay,  1  will  hear  it  every  word,  boy,"  said  Sir 
Henry:  "is  not  the  certainty  that  thou  hast  die- 
charged  thy  dutv,  and  that  Kng  Charles  owns  it 
enough  to  console  me  for  all  we  nave  lost  and  soi- 
fered,  and  wouldst  thou  stint  me  of  it  from  a  false 
shamefacedncss  ?— I  will  have  it  out  of  thee,  were  it 
drawn  from  thee  with  cords  I" 

"It  shall  need  no  such  compulsion,"  said  the  younc 
man— "It  was  his  Majesty's  pleasure  to  bid  me  teu 
Sir  Henry  Lee,  in  his  name,  that  if  his  son  could  not 
go  before  his  father  in  the  race  of  loyalty,  he  was  at 
least  following  him  closely,  and  would  soon  move 
skie  by  side." 

"Said  he  so?"  answered  the  knight— "Old  Vkitor 
Lee  will  look  down  with  pride  on  thee,  Albert  I— But 
I  forget— you  must  be  weary  and  hungry." 

"Kven  so,  sir."  said  Albert:  "but  these  are  thmge 
which  of  late  I  nave  been  in  the  habit  of  enduring  mr 
safety's  sake." 

"  Joceline  I— what  ho,  Joceline !" 

The  under  keeper  entered,  and  received  orders  to 
get  supper  prepared  directly. 

"  My  son  and  Dr.  Rochecliffe  are  half  starving" 
said  the  knight 

"  And  there  is  a  lad,  too,  below,"  said  Joceline  | 
"  a  page,  he  says,  of  Colonel  Albert's,  whose  belly 
rings  cupboard  too,  and  that  to  no  common  tune;  tat 
1  think  lie  could  eat  a  horse,  as  the  Yorkshireman 
says,  behind  the  saddle.  He  had  better  eat  at  the  side- 
board ;  for  he  has  devoured  a  whole  loaf  of  bread  and 
butter,  as  fast  as  Phosbe  could  cut  it,  and  it  has  not 
staid  his  stomach  for  a  minute— and  truly  I  think  yoa 
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had  belter  keep  him  under  your  own  eyes,  for  thr^ 
steward  beneath  miRfat  aak  him  troubleHome  ques- 
tiona  if  he  went  below— And  then  he  is  imps  lien  L,  af 
all  your  sentlemen  pagea  are,  and  is  saucy  among  the 
women. 
"  Whom  is  it  he  talks  of  7— what  paB»  hast  thoii 

Sit,  Albert,  that  bears  himself  so  illT'   said  Sir 
enry. 

"  The  son  of  a  dear  friend,  a  noble  lord  of  Scotland, 
who  followed  the  great  Moniroae^s  banner— after- 
wards joined  the  Kang  in  Scotland,  and  came  with 
him  as  far  as  Worcester.  He  was  wounded  the  dav 
before  the  battle,  and  conjured  me  to  take  this  youtii 
under  my  charge,  which  I  did,  eomething  unwillmglv; 
but  I  could  not  refuse  a  father,  perhaps  on  his  death- 
bed, pleading  for  the  safety  of  an  only  son." 

"Thou  hadst  deserved  a  halter,  hadst  thou  hesi- 
Uted,"  said  Sir  Henry ;  "  the  smallest  tree  can  al- 
ways give  some  shelter,— and  it  pleases  me  to  think 
the  old  stock  of  Lee  is  not  so  totally  prostrate,  but  it 
may  yet  be  a  refuge  for  the  distressed.  Fetch  the 
jrouth  in ;— he  is  of  noble  blood,  and  these  are  mi 
times  of  ceremony^ho  shall  sit  with  us  at  the  same 
table,  page  though  he  be;  and  if  you  have  not  schooled 
him  handsomelv  in  his  mannera,  he  may  not  be  tht^ 
worse  of  some  lessons  from  me.  * 

"  You  will  excuse  his  national  drawling  accent, 
■ir?"  said  Albert,  "  though  I  know  you  like  it  not" 

*'I  have  small  cause,  Albert,"  answered  the  knight 
— "  small  cause.— Who  stirred  up  these  disunions  7— 
the  Scots.  Who  strengthened  the  hands  of  Parlia- 
ment, when  their  cause  was  well-nigh  ruined  7— the 
Scots  again.  Wlio  delivered  up  the  King,  their  coun- 
tryman, who  had  flung  himself  upon  their  protection? 
-Hthe  Scots  again.  But  this  lad's  father,  you  say, 
has  fought  on  the  part  of  the  noble  Montrose ;  and 
Mch  a  man  as  the  great  Marquis  may  make  amends 
for  the  degeneracy  of  a  whole  nation." 

"Nay,  lather,"  said  Albert,  "and  I  must  add,  that 
though  this  lad  is  uncouth  and  wayward,  and,  as  you 
will  see^  something  wiifiil,  yet  the  King  has  not  a 
more  zealous  friena  in  England ;  and,  when  occasion 
offered,  he  fought  stoutly,  too,  in  his  defence— I  mar- 
vel he  comes  not!" 

"He  hath  taken  the  bath,"  said  Jocelin&  "and 
nothing  less  would  serve  than  that  he  should  have 
it  inmiediately— the  supper,  he  said,  might  be  go( 
ready  in  the  moan  time ;  and  he  commands  all  about 
him  as  if  he  were  in  his  father's  old  castle,  where  he 
might  have  called  long  enough,  I  warrant,  without 
anv  one  to  hear  him." 

"Indeed 7"  said  Sir  Henry,  "this  must  be  a  for- 
ward chick  of  the  game,  to  crow  so  early.— What  is 
his  name  7" 

"His  name 7— it  escapes  me  every  hour,  it  is  so 
hard  a  one,"  said  Albert— "  Kernesuy  is  his  name- 
Louis  Kemeguv ;  his  father  was  Lord  Killstewers, 
of  Kincardineshire." 

"Kerneguy,  and  Killstewers,  and  En— what  d'ye 
call  it 7— Truly,"  said  the  knight,  "these  northern 
men  s  names  and  titles  smack  of  their  orijan— they 
tfound  like  a  north-west  wind,  rumbling  and  roaring 
among  heather  and  rocks." 

"It  is  but  the  asperites  of  the  Celtic  and  Saxon 
dialects,"  said  Dr.  RocheclifTo,  "which,  according  to 
yerstegan,  still  linger  in  those  northern  parts  of  the 
island.— But  peace— here  comes  supper,  and  Master 
Louis  Kerneguy." 

Supper  entered  accordingly,  borne  in  by  Joceline 
and  Phoebe,  and  after  it,  leaning  on  a  huge  knofty 
stick,  and  having  his  nose  in  the  air  like  a  questing 
hound— for  his  attention  was  aoparently  more  fixed 
on  the  good  provisions  that  went  before  him,  than  any 
thing  else— came  Master  Kerneguy,  and  seated  hini- 
•elf  without  much  ceremony,  at  the  lower  end  of  the 
Cable. 

Hewasa  tall,  rawboned  lad.  with  a  shock  head  of 
hair,  fiery  red,  like  many  of  his  country,  while  the 
harshness  of  his  national  features  was  increased  by 
uie  contrast  of  his  complexion,  turned  almost  blacK 
i  n  ®  ^^n^**"*  to  all  sorts  of  weather,  which^in  that 
tkulking  and  rambling  mode  of  life,  the  fugitive  roy- 
alists had  been  obliged  to  encounter.  His  address 
Was  by  no  means  prepossessing,  being  a  mixture  of 


awkwardness  and  forwardnesa,  and  showiag,  Hi  a 

n^mnrknble  desjt-e^  how  a  want  of  easy  addreis  may 
be  consistent  with  an  admirable  stock  of  8narano& 
His  face  intimated  having  received  some  ftcent 
scratches,  and  the  care  of  Dr  Rochecliffe  had  ds- 
oorated  it  with  a  number  of  patches,  which  even 
enhanced  its  natural  plainness:,  Tet  the  eyes  wen 
brilliant  and  expressive,  and  amid  his  ogfiness— for  it 
>miounted  to  that  degree  of  irregularity— the  face  wu 
not  deficient  in  some  lines  which  expresMd  both 
sagacity  and  resolution. 
The  dress  of  Albert  himself  was  far  beneath  hit 

3uality,  as  the  son  of  Sir  Henry  Lee,  and  comraan- 
er  01  a  regiment  in  the  royal  senrice :  bot  that  of 
his  page  was  still  more  dilapidated.  A  disaatrooi 
green  jerkin,  which  had  been  changed  to  a  hundred 
hues  by  sun  and  rain,  so  that  the  originai  could  scaree 
be  discovered,  huge  clouterly  shoes,  leathern  breecfas 
—such  as  were  worn  by  bedpers— coarse  gmy  worsted 
stockings,  were  the  attire  of  the  honourable  youth, 
whose  limping  gait,  while  it  added  to  the  imgainli- 
ncss  of  his  nuinner^  showed,  at  the  same  tiroa  the 
extent  of  his  sufferings.  His  appearance  bordered 
I  so  much  upon  what  is  vulqmrly  called  the  queer,  that 
even  with  Alice  it  would  have  excited  some  sense 
of  ridicule,  had  not  compassion  been  predoniinanL 

The  grace  was  said ;  and  the  young  Squire  of 
Ditchley,  as  well  as  Dr.  Rochocliffc,  made  an  excd- 
lent  figure  at  a  meal,  the  like  of  which,  in  quality  and 
abundance,  did  not  seem  to  have  lately  £alfen  to  their 
share.  But  their  feats  were  child's-|>lay  to  those  of 
the  Scottish  youth.  Far  from  bctrapng  any  symp- 
toms of  the  bread  and  butter  with  which  he  had 
attempted  to  close  the  orifice  of  his  stomach,  bii 
appetite  appeared  to  have  been  sharpened  by  a  nine 
days'  fast ;  and  the  knight  was  disposed  to  think  diat 
the  very  genius  of  famine  himself  come  forth  from 
his  native  regions  of  the  north,  was  m  the  act  of 
honouring  him  with  a  .visit,  while,  as  if  afraid  of 
losing  a  moment's  exertion.  Master  Keroegur  never 
looked  either  to  right  or  left,  or  wpdke  a  aingle  woid 
to  any  at  table. 

"I  am  glad  to  see  that  yon  hare  bnmght  a  good 
appetite  for  our  couptry  fare,  young  gentleraan,''nid 
Sir  Henry. 

"Bread  of  gude!  sir/'  said  the  page,  "an  ye'll 
find  fiesh,  I'sc  find  appetite  conforming,  ony  day  cf 
the  year.  But  the  truth  i&  sir.  that  the  appeteen- 
ment  has  been  coming  on  for  throe  days  or  four,  and 
die?  meat  in  this  southland  of  yours  has  been  scarce, 
£tn  J  hard  to  come  by ;  so,  sir,  rm  making  up  for  lost 
time,  as  the  piper  of  Sligo  sakl,  when  he  eat  a  hail 
side  o'  mutton. 


"You  have  been  country-bred,  young  man,"  said 

r ^ £  genei 

"  nt  leasts  ici  judge  from  the  youths  of  Scotland  whom 


the  knight,  who.  like  others  of  his'time,  Eeld  the  r 
if  disapline  rather  tight  over  the  rising  generation ; 


I  have  seen  at  h\^  late  Majesty's  court  in  former  days; 
—I  hey  had  lees  ftfjpeate,  and  more— more"— As  he 
frOLis^ht  the  qualifvin^  phrase,  which  might  sui^ly 
tiie'pbceof  ^'ptj^:»l  niannenL"  his  guest  closed  the 
BcnioQct'  in  his  own  \vay— "  And  more  meat,  it  may 
be— the  better  luck  thtirs." 

Sir  Henry  siftred  and  was  silent  His  son  seemed 
lo  think  it  thiw  to  interpose— "My  dear  father."  he 
fuud,  ''think  how  many  years  have  run  since  the 
Thirty-dghrh,  wh^n  thn  Scottish  troubles  first  began, 
anJ  T  i  I  i:i  iniLi  ■  M,  will  not  wonder  that,  while 
tin  [  _,:  .  have  been,  for  one  cause  or 

other,  perpetually  in  the  field,  the  education  of  their 
children  at  home  must  have  been  much  neglected, 
and  that  young  men  of  my  friend's  age  know  better 
how  to  use  a  broadsword,  or  to  toss  a  pike,  than  the 
decent  ceremonials  of  society." 

"  The  reason  is  a  sufficient  one,"  said  the  kni^H 
"and,  since  thou  sayest  thy  follower  Kemigo  can 
fight,  we'll  not  let  him  lack  victuals,  a  God's  name. 
—See,  he  looks  angrily  still  at  yonder  cold  loin  of 
mutton— for  Grod's  sake  put  it  all  on  hisplatef 

"I  can  bide  the  bit  and  the  buffet,"  said  the 
honourable  Master  Kerneguy— "a  Jnmgry  tike  ne'er 
minds  a  blaud  with  a  rough  bane." 

"Now,  Grod  ha'e  merey,  Albert,  bnt  if  this  be  die 
son  of  a  Scots  peer,"  said  Sir  Henry  to  his  son,  in  a 
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low  ton©  of Toice,  *•  I  wonld  not  be  the  English  ploiwrti- 
man  who  would  change  manners  with  him,  for  his 
ancient  blood,  and  his  nobility,  and  his  estate  to  boot, 
an  he  has  one.  He  has  eaten,  as  I  am  a  Christian, 
near  four  pounds  of  solid  butcher's  meat,  and  with 
the  grace  of  a  wolf  tuggmg  at  the  carcass  of  a  dead 
horae.— Oh,  he  is  about  to  drink  at  last— Soh!— he 
wipes  his  mouth,  though,— and  dips  his  fingers  in  the 
ewer— and  dries  them,  I  profess,  with  the  napkin  I— 
there  is  some  grace  in  him,  after  all. 

'*  Here  is  wussing  all  your  vera  gude  healths  P'  said 
the  vouthof  qunlitv,  and  took  a  draught  in  proportion 
to  tne  solids  which  he  had  sent  before ;  he  then  flung 
his  knife  and  fork  awkwardly  on  the  trencher,  which 
he  pushed  back  towards  the  centre  of  the  table,  ex- 
tending his  feet  beneath  it  till  they  rested  on  their 
heelss  folded  his  arms  on  his  well-replenished  sto- 
mach, and,  lolling  back  in  his  chair,  looked  much  as 
if  he  was  about  to  whistle  himself  asleep. 

"  Soh  I"  said  the  knight—"  the  honourable  Master 
Kemigo  hath  laid  down  his  arms.— Withdraw  these 
things,  and  give  us  our  classes— Fill  them  oround, 
Joceline;  and  if  the  devu  or  the  whole  Parliament 
were  within  hearing,  let  them  hear  Henry  Lee  of 
Ditchley  drink  a  health  to  King  Charles,  and  C4)nfu- 
siontohisenemfes!" 

"Amen!"  said  a  voice  from  behind  the  door. 

All  the  company  looked  at  each  other  in  astonish- 
ment, at  a  response  so  little  expected.  It  was  fol- 
k>wcd  by  a  solemn  and  peculiar  tap,  such  as  a  kind  of 
freemasonry  hnd  introduced  among  royalists,  and  by 
which  they  were  accustomed  to  make  themselves  and 
fheir  prinaplcs  known  to  each  other,  when  they  met 
by  accident. 

"There  is  no  danger,"  said  Albert,  knowing  the 
■ign— "  it  is  a  friend ;— yet  I  wish  he  had  been  at  a 
greater  distance  just  now." 

"  And  why,  my  son,  should  you  wish  the  absence 
of  one  true  man,  who  may,  perhaps,  wish  to  share  our 
abundance,  on  one  of  those  rare  occasions  when  we 
have  superfluity  at  our  disposal? — Gro,  Joceline  see 
who  knocks— and,  if  a  safe  man,  admit  him." 

"And  if  otherwise,"  said  JoceJine,  "methinks  I 
shall  be  able  to  prevent  his  troubling  the  good  com- 
pany." 

"No  violence,  Joceline,  on  your  life;"  said  Albert 
Lee;  and  Alice  echoed,  "For  God's  sake,  no  vio- 
lence!" 

"  No  unnecessary  violence  at  least,"  said  the  good 
knight;  "for  if  the  time  demands  it,  I  will  have  it 
acrn  that  I  am  master  of  my  own  house."  Joceline 
Jolifle  nodded  assent  to  all  parties,  and  went  on  tiptoe 
to  exchange  one  or  two  other  mysterious  symbols 
and  knocks,  ere  he  opened  the  door.  It  inay  be  here 
remarked,  that  this  speck's  of  secret  association,  with 
its  signals  of  union,  existed  among  the  more  disso- 
lute and  desperate  class  of  cavaliers,  men  habituated 
to  the  dissipated  life  which  they  had  been  accustomed 
to  in  an  ill-disciplined  army,  where  every  thing  like 
order  and  rfijpilarity  was  too  apt  to  be  accounted  a 
badge  of  pun  tan  ism.  These  were  the  "  roaring  boys" 
who  met  in  hod^e  alehouses,  and  when  they  nad  by 
any  chance  obtained  a  little  monev  or  a  little  credit, 
determintxl  to  create  a  counter-revolution  by  declaring 
their  sittings  permanent,  and  proclaimed,  in  the  words 
of  one  of  their  choicest  dittiea,— 

"  We'll  drink  till  we  brim 
In  triumph  l>ack  the  kinf." 

The  leaders  and  gentry,  of  a  higher  description  and 
more  regular  morals^  did  hot  indeed  partake  such  ex- 
cesses, but  they  still  kept  their  eye  upon  a  class  of 
persons,  who,  from  courage  and  desperation^  were 
oanahle  of  serving  on  an  advantageous  occasion  the 
fallen  caust*  of  royalty;  and  recorded  the  lodges  and 
b]in<i  tavonis  at  which  they  met.  as  wholesale  mer- 
chants know  the  houses  of  call  of  the  mechanics 
whom  they  may  have  occasion  to  employ,  and  can 
tell  where  they  may  find  them  when  need  requires.  It 
is  scarce  m  ci'ssar>'  to  add,  that  among  the  lower  class, 
and  sometimes  even  amon($  the  higher,  there  were 
men  found  capable  of  betraying  the  projects  and  con- 
spiracies of  thfir  associates,  whether  well  or  indifle- 
runtly  combuitd,  to  the  governors  of  the  state.  Crom- 
YOL.V. 


well,  m  particular,  had  gained  fome  corrcspondenta 
of  this  kind  of  the  highest  rank,  and  of  the  most  un- 
doubted character,  among  the  royalists,  wlio^  if  they 
made  scruple  of  impeaching  or  betraying  inilividuala 
who  confided  in  them,  had  no  hesitation  in  giving  tba 
government  such  general  information  as  serv^  to 
enable  him  to  disappoint  the  purposes  of  any  pk>t  or 
conspiracy. 

To  return  to  our  atojy.  In  much  shorter  time  than 
we  have  spent  in  reminding:  the  reader  of  these  histo- 
rical particulars,  Joliffe  had  made  his  mystic  com- 
muiiication ;  and  being  duly  answered  as  by  one  of 
the  initiated,  he  undid  the  door,  and  there  entered  our 
old  friend  Roger  Wildrake,  roundhead  in  di«»s,  as  hia 
safety  and  his  dependence  on  Colonel  Everard  com- 
pelled him  to  be,  out  that  dress  worn  in  a  most  cava- 
lier-like manner,  and  forming  a  stronger  contrast  than 
usual  with  the  demeanour  and  language  of  the 
wearer,  to  which  it  was  never  very  congenial. 

His  puritanic  hat,  the  emblem  of  that  of  Ralpho  in 
the  pints  to  Hudibra&  or,  as  he  called  it,  his  felt  um- 
brella, was  set  most  knowingly  on  one  side  of  tha 
head,  as  if  it  had  been  a  Spanish  hat  and  feather  i 
his  straight  square-caped  sad-coloured  cloak  waa 
flung  govly  on  one  shoulder,  as  if  it  had  been  of  thre^ 
piled  tatteta,  lined  witJi  crimson  silk  :  and  he  paraded 
his  huge  calf-skin  boots,  as  if  the^  had  been  silken 
hose  and  Spanish  leather  shoes,  with  roses  on  the  in- 
step. In  short,  the  airs  which  he  gave  himself^  df  a 
most  thorough-paced  wild  gallant  and  cavalier,  joined 
to  a  j^listening  of  self-satisfaction  in  his  eye,  and  an 
mimitablc  swagger  in  his  gait,  which  completely  an- 
nounced his  thoughtless^  conceited,  and  rccJcIess  cha- 
racter, formed  a  most  ridiculous  contrast  to  his  gravity 
of  attire. 

It  could  not,  on  the  other  hand,  be  denied,  that  in 
spite  of  the  touch  of  ridicule  which  attached  to  hii 
character,  and  the  loose  morality  which  he  had 
learned  in  the  dissipation  of  town  pleasures,  and  after- 
wards in  the  disorderlv  life  of  a  soldier,  Wildrake  had 
points  about  him  botn  to  make  him  feared  and  r^ 
spccted.  He  was  handsome,  even  in  spite  of  his  air 
of  debauched  eflrontery ;  a  man  of  the  most  decided 
courage,  though  his  vaunting  rendered  it  sometimea 
doubtful;  and  entertained  a  sincere  sense  of  bis  poU 
tical  principles,  such  as  they  were,  though  he  waa 
often  so  imprudent  in  asserting  and  boastine  of  them, 
as,  joined  with  his  dependence  on  Colonel  Everaid, 
induced  prudent  men  to  doubt  his  sincerity. 

Such  as  he  was,  however,  he  entered  the  parlour  of 
Victor  Lee.  where  his  presence  was  any  thing  but  de- 
sirable to  the  parties  present,  with  a  jaunty  step,  and 
a  consciousness  of  deserving  the  best  possible  recep- 
tion. This  assurance  was  c^eatly  aided  by  circum- 
stances which  rendered  it  obvious,  that  if  the  Jocund 
cavalier  had  limited  himself  to  one  draught  of  liquor 
that  evening,  in  terms  of  his  vow  of  temperance,  it 
must  have  been  a  very  deep  and  long  one. 

"  Save  ye,  gentlemen,  save  ye.— Save  vou,  good  Sb 
Henry  Lee,  though  I  have  scarce  the  honour  to  be 
known  to  you.— Save  vou,  worthy  doctor,  and  a  speedy 
resurrection  to  the  fallen  Church  of  England.'* 

"  You  are  welcome,  sir,  said  Sir  Henry  Lee,  whoae 
feelings  of  hospitality,  and  of  the  fraternal  reception 
due  to  a  royalist  sufferer,  induced  him  to  tolerate  tliis 
intrusion  more  than  he  might  have  done  otherwise. 
"If  you  have  fouj;?ht  or  suflcred  for  the  King,  sif,  it  ia 
an  excuse  for  joining  us,  and  commanding  oiir  servicea 
in  any  thing  in  our  powei^— although  at  present  we 
arc  a  family-party.- But  I  think  I  saw  you  in  waiting; 
iipon  Master  Markham  Everard,  who  calls  himsdf 
Colonel  Everard.— If  your  message  is  from  him,  yon 
may  wish  to  see  me  in  private?" 

"^Not  at  all.  Sir  Henry,  not  at  all.  It  jb  true,  as  my 
ill  hap  will  have  it,  that  being  on  the  stormy  side  of  the 
hedge— like  all  honest  men— you  understand  me.  Sir 
Henrv— I  am  slad,  as  it  were,  to  gain  something  trom 
my  old  friendi  and  comrade's  countenance— not  by 
truckling  or  disowning  my  principles,  sir— I  defy  such 
practices ;— but,  in  short,  by  doing  him  any  kindneaa 
m  my  power  when  he  is  pleased  to  call  on  me.  So  1 
came  down  here  with  a  message  from  hhn  to  the  old 

roundheaded  son  of  a (I  l)eg  the  young  lad/a 

pardon,  from  the  crown  of  her  head  down  to  the  very 
45 
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toes  of  her  slipper)— And  so,  sir.  chancing  as  I 
was  stumbling  out  in  the  dark,  I  heard  you  give 
a  toast,  air,  which  warmed  mv  heart,  sir,  and  ever 
will,  sir,  till  death  chills  it ;  and  so  I  made  bold 
to  let  you  know  there  was  an  honest  man  within 
liearing." 

Such  was  the  self-introduction  of  Master  Wildrake, 
to  which  the  knight  replied,  by  asking  him  to  sit  down, 
and  take  a  glass  of  sack  to  his  Majesi/s  glorious  res- 
toration, wildrake,  at  this  hint,  squeezed  in  without 
ceremony  beside  the  young  Scotsman,  and  not  only 
pledged  nis  landlord's  toast,  but  seconded  its  import, 
by  volunteering  a  verse  or  two  of  his  favourite  loyal 
ditty,— "The  King  shall  enjoy  his  own  again."  The 
heartiness  which  ne  threw  into  his  song  opened  still 
farther  the  heart  of  the  old  knight,  though  Albert  and 
Alice  looked  at  each  other  with  looks  resentful  of  the 
intrusion,  and  desirous  to  put  an  end  to  it.  The  hon- 
ourable Master  Kemeguy  either  possessed  that  ha{>py 
indifference  of  temper  which  docs  not  deign  to  notice 
■uch  circumstances,  or  he  was  able  to  assume  the 
appearance  of  it  to  perfection,  as  be  sat  sipping  sack, 
and  cracking  walnuta,  without  testifying  the  least 
■ense  that  an  addition  had  been  made  to  the  party. 
Wildrake,  who  liked  the  liquor  and  the  company, 
•bowed  no  unwillingness  to  repay  his  landlord,  by 
beiiig  at  the  expense  of  the  conversation. 

"  You  talk  ot  fighting  and  suffering,  Sir  Henry  Lee 
•—Lord  help  us,  we  have  all  had  our  share.  All  the 
world  knows  what  Sir  Henry  Lee  has  done  from 
Edgefield  downwards,  wherever  a  loyal  sword  was 
drawn,  or  a  loyal  flag  fluttered.— Ah,  God  help  us !  I 
have  done  something  too.— My  name  is  Roger  Wild- 
rake of  Squattlcsea-mere,  Lincoln— not  that  you  are 
ever  like  to  have  heard  it  before,  but  I  was  captain  in 
Lunsford's  light  horse,  and  afterwards  with  Goring. 
I  was  a  child-eater  sir— a  babe-bolter." 

"I  have  heard  of  your  regiment's  exploits,  sir;  and 
perhaps  you  may  find  I  have  seen  some  of  them,  if 
we  should  spend  ten  minutes  together-And  I  think 

Lhave  heard  of  your  name  too.--l  beg  to  drink  your 
salth,  Captain  wildrake  of  Squattlesea-mere,  Lin- 
colnshire." 

"  Sir  Henry,  I  drink  yours  in  this  pint  bumper,  and 
upon  my  knee;  and  I  would  do  as  much  for  that 
young  gentleman"— (looking  at  Albert)-;-"  and  the 
aquire  ot  the  green  cassock  too,  holding  it  for  green, 
as  the  colours  are  not  to  my  eyes  altogether  clear  and 
distinguishable." 

It  was  a  remarkable  part  of  what  is  called  by 
theatrical  folk  the  by-play  of  this  scene,  that  Albert 
was  conversing  apart  with  Doctor  Rochecliffe  in  whis- 
pers, even  more  than  the  divine  seemed  desirous  of 
encouraging  ;—yet^  to  whatever  their  private  con- 
versation referred,  it  did  not  deprive  the  young  Colonel 
of  the  power  of  listening  to  what  was  going  forward 
in  the  party  at  large,  and  interfering  from  time  to 
time,  like  a  watch-dog,  who  can  distinguish  the  slight- 
est alarm,  even  when  employed  in  the  engrossing 
process  of  taking  his  food. 

"Captain  Wildrake,"  said  Albert,  "we  have  no  ob- 
jection—I mean  my  friend  and  I— to  be  communi- 
cative on  proper  occasions ;  but  you,  sir,  who  are  so 
cM  a  sufferer,  must  needs  know,  that  at  such  casual 
meetings  as  this,  men  do  not  mention  their  names 
nnlesb  they  are  specially  wanted.  It  is  a  point  of 
conscience,  sir,  to  be  able  to  say,  if  your  principal, 
Captain  Everard  or  Colonel  Everard,  if  he  be  a 
Colonel,  should  examine  you  upon  oath,  I  did  not 
know  who  the  persons  were  whom  I  heard  drink  such 
and  such  toasts." 

"  Faith,  I  have  a  better  way  of  it,  worthy  sir,"  an- 
swered Wildrake ;  "  I  never  can,  for  the  fife  of  me, 
remember  that  there  were  any  such  and  such  toasts 
drunk  at  all— It's  a  strange  gift  of  forgctfuhicss  I 
have. 

"  Well,  sir,"  replied  the  younger  Lee ;  "  but  we.  who 
have  unhapi)ily  more  tenacious  memories,  would  wU- 
li'Vply,  ahide  by  the  more  general  nile." 

^Oh,  sir,"  answered  Wddrake,  "with  all  my  heart. 
I  intrude  on  no  man's  confidence,  d— n  me— and  I 
only  spoke  for  civility's  sake,  having  the  purpose  of 
drinking  your  health  in  a  good  fashion."— (Then  he 
b'oke  forth  mto  melody)— 


"*Th«i  let  the  li«al(h  go  rmud.  s  itirt.  i 
'  Thrni  let  the  heelth  to  ronod : 
Fur  tlHMfhyour  slock  inf  l>e  of  lilk. 
Your  kuee  shall  Icms  the  ground.  a-i 
Yov  knee  shall  kin  the  grouad.*  ** 

"Urge it  no  farther,"  said  Sir  Henry,  addressing Ui 
eon  j  Master  Wildrake  is  one  of  the  okl  school— one 
of  tne  tantivy  boys;  and  we  nnust  bear  a  Uttle,  for  if 
they  drink  hard  they  fought  well  I  will  never  foiget 
how  a  party  came  up  andf  rescued  ns  clerks  of  Oxford, 
as  they  called  the  regiment  I  belonged  to,  out  of  i 
cursed  embroglio  dunng  the  attack  on  Brentford.  I 
tell  you  we  were  enclosed  with  the  cockneys'  pikes 
both  front  and  rear,  and  we  should  have  oome  on  but 
ill,  had  not  Lunsford's  light  horse,  the  babe-eaters  as 
they  called  them,  chargBd  up  to  the  pike' a  point,  and 
brought  us  off." 

" lam  glad  you  thought  on  that,  Sir  Henry,"  sud 
Wildrake ;  "  and  do  you  remember  what  the  oflkov 
of  Lunsford's  said  1" 

"  I  think  I  do,"  said  Sir  Henry  amilins. 

"  Well,  then,  did  he  not  call  out^  when  the  womea 
were  coming  down,  howhng  like  airens  as  they  wen 
— *  Have  none  of  vou  a  plump  child  that  you  could  givi 
us,  to  break  our  fast  upon  7*  " 

''Truth  itself!"  saki  the  knight:  "and  a  great  ht 
woman  stepped  forward  with  a  baoy,  and  oflered  it  to 
the  supposed  cannibal." 

All  at  the  uble,  Master  Kemeguy  excepted,  who 
seemed  to  think  that  good  fbodf  of  any  kind  re- 
quired no  apology,  held  up  thdr  hands  in  token  of 
amazement. 

"  Ay,"  said  Wildrake,  "  the a-hem !— I  crave  the 

lady's  pardon  again,  from  tip  of  top-knot  to  hem  of 
farthingale— but  the  cursed  creature  proved  to  be  a 
parish  nurse,  who  had  been  paid  for  the  child  half  a 
year  in  advance.  Oad,  I  took  the  baby  out  of  the 
bitch-wolfs  hand;  and  I  have  contrived,  thoogfa 
God  knows  I  have  hved  in  a  skeldering  aort  of  way 
myself;  to  breed  up  bold  Breakfast,  as  I  call  him,  ever 
since.- It  was  paying  dear  for  a  jest,  though." 

"  Sir,  I  honour  you  for  your  humanity,"  said  the 
old  knight—"  Sir,  I  thank  you  for  your  courage- 
Sir,  I  am  glad  to  see  you  here,"  said  the  good 
knight,  his  eyes  watering  almost  to  overflowing. 
"  So  vou  were  the  wild  oracer  who  cut  us  out  of  the 
toils  7— Oh.  sir.  had  you  but  slopped  when  I  called 
on  you,  ana  allowed  us  to  clear  the  streets  of  Brent- 
ford with  our  musketeers,  we  would  have  been  at 
London  Stone  that  day !  But  your  good-will  was 
the  same." 

"  Ay.  truly  was  it,"  said  Wildrake  who  now  sat 
triumphant  and  glorious  in  his  easy  chair ;  "And  here 
is  to  all  the  brave  hearts,  sir,  that  fought  and  fell  in 
that  same  storm  of  Brentford.  We  drove  all  before 
us  like  chaff,  till  the  shops,  where  they  sold  strong 
watcrsj  and  other  temptations,  brought  us  ui>— 
Gad,  sir,  we,  the  babe-eaters,  had  too  maiiv  acquaint- 
ances in  Brentford,  and  our  stout  Prince  Rupert  was 
ever  better  at  making  way  than  drawing  off.  Gad, 
sir,  for  my  own  poor  sliare,  I  did  but  go  into  the  house 
of  a  poor  widow  lady,  who  maintained  a  charge  of 
daughters,  and  whom  I  had  known  of  old,  to  get 
my  horse  fed,  a  morsel  of  mcat^  and  so  forth,  when 
these  cockney  pikes  of  the  artillery  ground^  as  von 
very  well  call  them,  rallied,  and  came  in  with  their 
armed  heads,  as  boldly  as  so  many  Cotswold  rams. 
I  spranff  down  stairs— got  to  my  horse— but,  egad,  I 
fancy  all  my  troop  had  widows  and  orphan  makieni 
to  comfort  as  well  as  I,  for  only  five  of  us  got  togeth- 
er. We  cut  our  way  through  succesafuUy— and  Gad. 
gentlemen,  I  carried  my  little  Breakfast  on  the  pom- 
mel before  me;  and  there  was  such  a  hollowing  and 
screeching,  as  if  the  whole  town  thought  I  was  to 
kill,  roast,  and  eat  the  poor  child,  so  soon  as  I  jgot  to 

guartcrs.  But  devil  a  cockney  charged  up  to  my  bonny 
aj,  poor  lass,  to  rescue  little  cake-bread;  they  only 
cried  haro,  and  out  upon  me." 

"  Alas !  alas !"  said  the  knight,  '*  we  made  ourselves 
seem  worse  than  we  were;  and  we  were  too  bad  to 
deserve  God's  blessing  even  in  a  good  causa  But  it 
is  needless  toll  look  back— we  did  not  deserve  victo- 
ries when  God  gave  them,  for  we  never  improved 
them  like  good  soldiers,  or  like  Christian  men ;  and 
so  we  gave  these  canting  scoundrela  the  adTantage  of 
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us,  for  ihcy  assumed,  out  of  more  hypocrisy,  tho  disci- 
pline and  ordt-rly  hehaviuiir  which  we,  who  drew  our 
swords  in  a  hotter  cau^ie,  ou^ht  to  have  practised  out 
of  true  principle.  But  here  is  niv  hand,  Captain.  1 
have  oiien  wished  to  see  the  honest  fellow  who 
charsed  up  so  smartly  in  our  behalf,  and  I  reverence 
you  for  the  care  you  took  of  the  poor  child.  1  am 
Riad  this  dilapidated  place  has  still  some  hospitality  to 
offer  you,  althouf^h  we  cannot  treat  you  to  roasted 
babes  or  slewed  sucklincs— oh,  Captain  ?" 

"  Troth,  Sir  Henry,  the  scandal  was  sore  against 
us  on  that  score.  I  remember  Lacy,  who  was  an  old 
play-actor,  and  a  lieutenant  in  ours,  made  droller\'  on 
It  in  a  play  which  was  sometimes  acted  at  Oxford, 
when  our  hearts  were  something  up,  called,  I  think, 
the  Old  Troop."* 

So  saying,  and  feeling  more  familiar  as  his  merits 
were  known,  he  hitched  his  chair  up  against  that  of 
the  Scottish  lad,  who  was  seated  next  hmi,  and  who, 
m  shifting  his  place,  was  awkward  enough  to  disturb, 
in  his  turn,  Alice  Lee,  who  sat  opposite,  and,  a  httle 
offended,  or  at  least  embarrassed,  drew  her  chair  away 
from  the  table. 

"  I  crave  pardrin,"  said  the  honourable  Master  Ker- 
negiiy ;  **  but  sir,''  to  Master  Wildrake,  "  ye  hae  e'en 
garr'd  me  hurl  the  young  lady's  shank." 

"I  crave  your  pardon,  sir,  and  much  more  that 
of  the  fair  lad>\  as  is  reas(mable;  though,  rat  mc, 
sir,  if  it  was  I  set  your  chair  a-rrundling  in  that 
way.  Zooks,  sir,  I  have  brought  with  me  no  plague, 
nor  pestilence,  nor  other  infectious  disorder,  that  ye 
should  have  started  away  as  if  I  had  been  a  leper, 
and  discomposed  the  lady,  which  I  would  have  pre- 
vented with  my  life,  sir.  Sir,  if  ye  be  northern  horn, 
SB  vour  tongue  besi)eaks,  egad,  it  was  1  ran  the  risk 
in  drawinsr  near  you;  so  there  was  small  reason  for 
you  to  boli." 

"  Master  Wildrake,"  said  Albert,  interfering,  "  this 
young  gentleman  is  a  stranger  as  well  as  you,  under 
protection  of  Sir  Henry's  hospitality,  and  it  cannot  be 
apetNiblc  for  my  father  to  sec  disputes  arise  among 
his  guests.    You  may  mistake  the  young  gentleman  s 

•  Canniboliim  iniFHitpd  to  the  ravalicw.-The  terrow  precc- 
dinp  the  civil  waw,  which  BKimted  the  (wiMic  mind,  lendered 
tlie  frrocMMtt  and  mont  exac gerated  flilNehoodi  ean«>nt  BRionr  the 
|}eo|>le.  When  Chnrlci  I.  app«>inted  Sir  Tltuma*  Lunaford  to 
the  81  tost  ion  of  Lord  Lieutenant  of  the  Tower,  the  celfbmted 
John  Lillhum  inke*  to  himneir  thr.  credit  of  excitinff  tlie  imbhe 
haired  aminst  ihi«  tiflirer  and  Lord  Dirby.  ai  piiiiew  bravoes  of 
Xiic  mom  bloody-minded  de«rnption,  fh>m  whom  Hie  pepp'e 
were  to  rxiioct  noilimff  but  bloodshed  and  masMcre.  Of  Sir 
ThomM  Lun«f«>rd,  in  iiertirular.  it  wa*  reported  that  hiR  favour- 
ite  fooil  waw  the  fle«li  of  cliildren.  and  he  wa*  painted  like  an 
oere  in  the  act  nf  cuUini  a  child  into  Kti-uku  and  broUinf 
Ihvm.  Tlie  colonel  fell  at  the  «iei»  of  Brimol  in  IMS.  but  Uie 
san.c  calumny  pursued  lii«  remaiiia,  and  the  creduluua  mulutude 
were  told, 

"Tlie  pott  who  came  fVon  CoTentrjr, 

Kidinir  in  a  red  rocket, 
Did  tidinfy  '.Ml  how  Lunxford  fell, 

A  ekUd'i  hand  in  kU  pocUt." 

Many  allusionii  to  thi«  reiKirt,  ac  well  aa  to  the  erednlity 
of  Uiuse  who  believed  it,  m^iy  l>e  found  in  the  aatiren  and  lam- 
poon! of  the  time,  allliouffh,  aay^  Dr.  Grey,  Luniford  was  a 
man  of  rreat  aobriety,  induiUy,  and  coorafe.  BuUer  aaya,  that 
tlM  preacltera 

"  Made  children  with  their  live*  to  ran  for't, 
A»  bad  at  Blood)  boneH  or  Lunifbrd." 

But  this  exiraordinarv  report  it  chiefly  inaiited  upon  in  a 
enmcdy  railed  the  Old  Troop,  written  by  John  Lary,  the  come- 
dinn.  Tlie  ncene  iH  laid  durinr  the  ciril  wan  of  Enfland,  and 
Che  permn*  of  i\w  drama  are  chiefly  thone  who  were  in  arms 
for  the  kinr  They  are  represented  aa  piundennf  tlie  country 
Without  mercy,  which  Lacy  might  draw  fhrni  the  life,  havmr. 
in  fact,  hemn  hia  career  an  a  lieutenant  of  cavalry,  in  the  aer- 
vice  of  Charlo«  1.  The  troopers  find  the  peaaantu  loath  to  aur- 
render  to  Uiem  their  provitiona,  on  which,  in  order  to  compel 
Uicm,  Uiey  pretended  to  be  in  eameat  in  thn  punioae  of  eatmir 
their  children.  A  acene  of  coarae  hut  humorous  comedy  la  tlien 
introtloced,  which  Dean  Swift  had  not.  perhaiie.  forfotten, 
when  tie  recommended  the  eatinfof  the  children  of  tlie  pooraa 
a  mode  of  relieving  tlie  dialreiMiea  of  tlieir  i*arenta. 

"  Lkiuenant.  Second  mc  and  I'll  make  titem  brina  out  all 
Ihev  have,  1  warrant  you.  Do  but  talk  aa  if  we  Ui>ed  to  tat 
thiidren.— Why,  look  you,  good  woomo,  we  do  believe  tou  are 
poor,  so  we'll  make  a  sliirt  with  our  old  diet-you  have  children 
n  the  town? 

"  Wowtan.  Why  do  you  aak.  sir  7 

"  Lituuttant.  Only  have  two  or  thrae  to  mpptr.  Flea-flint, 
fM  bava  tte  btal  way  of  oookiBg  obUdna  ^^ 


quality  from  his  present  appearance— this  is  the  Ho- 
nuumole  Master  Louis  Keriu  guy,  sir,  sr^n  of  my  Lord 
Killf!:tt'wers  i)f  Kincardineshire,  one  who  has  fought 
for  the  King,  young  as  he  is." 

**No  dispute  siiall  rini  through  me,  sir— none 
through  mc,"  said  Wildrake;  "yuur  exposition  siiP* 
fit^'th,  sir.— Master  Louis  Girnico,  son  of  mv  Lord 
Kilsteer,  in  Gringardenshirt>.  I  am  your  nuinbl* 
slave,  sir,  and  driiiK  your  health,  in  token  that  I  ho- 
nour you,  and  all  true  Scots  who  draw  their  Andrew 
Ferraras  on  the  right  side,  sir." 

"I'se  beholden  to  you,  and  thank  you,  sir,'*  saidtlw 

iroung  man,  with  some  haughtiness  of  manner,  which 
laidly  corresponded  with  his  rusticity ;  "  and  I  wuat 
your  health  in  a  cee\il  way." 

Most  judicious  persons  would  have  here  dropped  th« 
conversation ;  but  it  was  one  of  Wildrake's  marked 
peculiarities,  that  he  could  never  let  matters  stand 
when  they  were  well.  He  continued  to  plague  the  shy, 
proud,  and  awkward  lad  with  his  observations.  "You 
speak  your  national  dialect  pretty  strongly.  Master 
Girnigo,"  said  he,  "  but  I  think  not  quite  the  languaga 
of  the  gallants  that  1  have  known  among  the  Scot- 
tish cavaliers— I  knew,  for  example,  some  of  the  Gor- 
dons, and  others  of  good  repute,  who  always  put  an/ 
for  the  tr/t,  aa /aat  (or  ichat^ /an  for  tMen,  and  the 
like." 

Albert  Lee  here  interposed,  and  said  that  the  pro- 
vinces of  Scotland,  like  those  of  England,  had  their 
diHerent  modes  of  pronunciation. 

"  Vou  are  very  right,  sir,"  said  Wildrake.  "  I  reckon 
myself,  now,  a  pretty  good  speaker  of  their  cursed 
jargon— no  oflence,  young  gentleman ;  and  yet,  when 
I  took  a  turn  with  some  of  Montrose's  folk,  in  tbtt 
South  Hielands,  as  they  call  their  beastly  wilder- 
nesses, (no  offence  again,)  I  chanced  to  be  by  myeeU^ 
and  to  lose  my  way,  when  I  said  to  a  shepherd-fellow, 
making  my  mouth  as  wide,  and  my  voice  as  broad  •• 
I  could,  ickore  am  J  ganging  tiil? — confound  me  if 
the  fellow  could  answer  me,  unless,  indeed,  he  was 
sulky,  as  the  bumpkins  will  be  now  and  then  to  the 
gentlemen  of  the  sword." 

"  fltaJUnt.  I  can  powder  them  to  make  you  taste  yaor  liqnot. 
I  am  never  without  a  dried  child's  tonfue  or  ham. 

"  H'MMi*.  Oh !  bless  me ! 

"  FUa-JUnt.  Mine's  tiut  the  ordinary  way  ;  but  Foordfkrm  ii 
the  man  ;  he  makes  you  Uie  sav(»urest  pie  of  a  child  chaldnMI 
that  was  ever  eat. 

^'  Lieutencnt.  A  plarnel  all  the  world  cannot  cook  a  child 
like  Mr.  Rarnm,  (a  French  cook  or  meatman  to  the  troop,  aai 
the  buflToon  of  the  piece.) 

"  Rag^gou.  Befar.  me  think  so ;  for  vat  was  me  bred  in  the 
Kinf  of  Moful's  k'ti:lien  ^  dcre  we  kill  twenty  shild  of  a  day. 
Take  you  one  ahild  by  both  hia  two  hcela,  and  put  liia  head 
l>etween  yrur  two  knet's.  and  take  your  knife  and  slice  off  all 
butU)cka.-ao  fashion  ;  b«>car,  that  make  a  de  beat  Scota  colloy 
in  de  world. 

"  LUutnam  Ah,  he  makes  the  best  pottafcn  of  a  child'a  head 
and  fret,  hou'evur ;  but  you  muai  boil  it  wiUi  bacon— Womai^ 
you  must  irei  bar^m. 

"  Woman,  i)  Lud— yes,  air! 

"  Ford.   And  then  it  muat  be  Tcry  yoanir. 

"  LUvtenant.  Yea.  yea.— Gi>od  woman,  it  roust  be  a  flne  sqnab 
child,  of  half  a  yi:ar  old— a  man  child,  doat  hear  7"-rA«  (Mi 
Troop,  Act  III. 

After  a  food  deal  more  to  thia  purpose,  the  villairers  dettr- 
mine  to  carry  forth  their  sheep,  poultry,  ftc  to  save  their  chil* 
dren.  In  the  nwfan  time,  the  Cavaliera  are  in  some  Anngm 
of  beinir  eroaa-bit,  as  they  tlien  called  it ;  that  is.  caufht  ia 
their  own  snare.  A  woman  entera,  who  announces  henalf 
thus  :— 

"  Woman.  By  your  leave,  your  ^od  worships,  1  hare  ouidi 
bold  to  bnnir  you  in  some  provisions. 

"  Ford.    Provisions  I  where,  w  here  is  this  provision  7 

"  Woman.  Here,  if  it  plcaM  yuu,  1  have  brnucht  youa  coople 
of  fine  tieahy  children. 

"  Cornet.  Waa  ever  such  a  horrid  woman  I  what  sltall  «• 
do? 

"  Woman,  Truly,  fentlemen,  they  are  flne  arpiab  childreaa 
shall  I  turn  them  up  l-tliey  have  the  bravest  brawn  and  b«»> 
tocka. 

"  Lmrieiwa/.  No,  no ;  but,  woman,  art  thon  not  troubled  t» 
part  with  thy  childrra  1 

"  lI'Miaii.  Alas,  sir,  they  are  none  of  mine,  they  am  oeir 
nnrae  children. 

"  Lkuunant.  What  a  beast  is  this  I— whose  children  ew 
they  7 

"  H'Mtcn.    A  lanndrees  that  owe*  ane  (br  a  year'a  nnnunff  1 1 


hope  llieyll  prove  excellent  meat ;  tliey  are  twins  too. 

''  Raggeu.   Aha,  but  i  but  bcgar  we  never  eat  no  twin  shikL 
the  law  forbid  that"-i»««.  ^ 

In  thia  manner  the  Cavaliera  escape  tnm  the  embarmsnaa 
consequences  of  their  own  alratafem,  wkieh,  Sf  t 
paraaivt,  Iwa  btio  mads  wm  ofia  ttw  taxL 
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This  wns  fnmiliarly  ppokon,  and  though  nnrtly  nd- 
dre«»ctl  to  Albt  rt,  was  still  more  dinKtcti  H)  nisimiiie- 
^  diate  nr'i-4<iboiir,  the  youni?  Srotsiuari,  who  pecrind, 
^  from  bashfuliiefls  or  sonu;  other  reason,  ntht-r  shy  of 
hip  intimar'y.  To  onr  or  two  pt  nwmal  touches  Iroin 
Wildrak«V8'elbow,admiiii'it<-rHi  durinjr  his  last  sprrch, 
byway  of  a  practical  appt^al  to  him  in  particular,  ho 
only  answered,  "Misuridcrptandinps  were  to  he  ex- 
pected when  men  convers''  in  national  deealeetK." 

Wildrake,  now  considerably  dninker  than  he  ought 
to  have  been  in  civil  company,  caui^ht  up  the  phrnse, 
and  repeated  it :  "  Misnnder.-^iandintr.  sir— Misurider- 
Kandin^,  nir!  I  do  not  kn«)w  how  I  uin  to  construe 
that,  sir;  but  to  juds»"  from  the  information  of  thi«t; 
■cratches on  your  honourable  visnomy,  I  should  autair 
that  you  had  been  of  late  at  misunderstanding  witli 
the  cat,  sir." 

"You  are  mistaken,  then,  friend,  for  it  was  with 
the  dow;;,"  answered  the  Scotsman,  dryly,  and  cast  a 
look  towards  Albert. 

"  We  had  some  trouble  with  the  watch-dosfs  in  en- 
tering so  late  in  the  evening,"  said  Albert,  in  explana- 
tion, "and  this  youth  had  a  fall  among  some  nibbish, 
by  which  he  came  by  these  scratches." 

"  And  now,  dear  Sir  Henry,"  said  Dr.  Rochecliffe, 
"allow  us  to  remind  you  of  your  gout,  and  our  long 
iourney.  I  do  it  the  rather  that  my  pood  friend  your 
son  has  been,  during  the  whole  lime  of  supper,  putting 
questions  to  me  aside,  which  had  much  belter  be  re- 
served till  to-morrow— May  we  therefore  ask  permis- 
eion  to  retire  to  oir  night's  rest  ?" 

"These  private  committees  in  a  merry  meeting," 
said  Wildrake,  "are  a  solecism  in  breeding.  They 
always  put  me  in  mind  of  the  cursed  committees  at 
Westminster.  But  shall  we  to  roost  before  we  rouse 
the  night-owl  with  a  catch  ?" 

"Aha,  canst  thou  quote  Shakspcare?"  said  Sir 
Henry,  pleased  at  discovering  a  new  good  qualilv  in 
his  acquaintance,  whose  military  services  were  other- 
wise but  just  able  to  counterbalance  the  intrusive 
fretxJoin  of  his  conversation.  "  In  the  name  of  merry 
Will,"  he  continued,— "whom  I  never  saw,  though  1 
have  sa'u  many  of  his  comrades,  as  Alleyn,  Ilem- 
mings,  and  so  on,— we  will  have  a  single  catch,  and 
one  rouse  about,  and  then  to  bed." 

After  the  usual  discussion  abi)ut  the  choice  of  the 
song,  and  the  parts  which  each  was  to  bear,  they 
united  their  voices  in  trolling  a  loyal  glee,  which  was 
popular  among  the  parly  at  the  time,  and  in  fact  be- 
lieved to  bii  composed  by  no  less  a  piTson  than  Doctor 
Kochecliffe  himself. 

GLEE  FOR  KING  CHARLEa 

Brine  the  Im>wI  whirJi  you  boiut, 

Fill  it  up  to  the  brim  : 
Tin  i«»  him  we1ov#»  inojit, 

And  to  all  who  love  him. 
Brave  gallanU,  ftand  up, 

And  avaunt,  yn  liant?  narlpi  I 
Wem  there  deaih  in  th«  cup, 

Here'H  a  health  to  Kini;  CliarlRtl 
Thoaijrh  he  wanders  through  danfera, 

UnaidtMl,  unknown, 
DependMnt  on  utranger*, 

EAtranf^  from  hi«own; 
Thuufh  Hiri  under  our  bn^ath, 

Amid«t  rorfiMtii  and  pfrils, 
Here'ii  to  honour  and  railh. 

And  a  health  to  Kinic  Charietl 
Let  Mich  honour*  abound 

Ai  the  time  can  atTord, 
Tiie  knee  on  the  ground, 

And  the  hand  on  the  pword  ; 
But  The  timo  rthnll  romo  round, 

When,  mid  Ltirda,  Dukf.'*,  and  Elarli, 
The  loud  truinoptu  ihall  sound 

Hen'i  a  liealth  to  King  Charles  I 

After  this  display  of  loyalty,  and  a  final  libation,  the 

farty  took  leave  of  each  other  for  the  night.  Sir 
lenry  offered  his  old  acauainlanre  Wildrake  a  bed 
for  the  evening,  who  weighed  the  matter  somewhat 
in  this  fashion:  "Why,  to  speak  truth,  my  patron 
will  expect  meat  the  borough— but  then  he  is  used  to 
my  staying  out  of  doors  a-riights.  Then  there's  the 
Devij,  that  they  say  haunts  Woo<]stock  ;  hut  with  the 
blessing  of  this  reverend  doctor,  I  defv  him  and  all 
his  works— I  saw  him  not  when  I  slept  here  twice  be- 
^c^  ind  I  am  sure  if  he  was  absent  then,  he  boa  not 


come  hack  with  Sir  Henry  Lpc  and  Iiis  family.  Sol 
accf  F.r  your  o>urfe.'*y,  SirVfenry,  and  I  ihank  you  as 
n  cnvalfer  of  Lunsford  should  thank  one  of  the  fighi- 
iuK  clerks  of  (Ixon.  God  bless  the  King  I  I  care  not 
v,\\n  hrars  it,  and  confuelon  to  Noll  and  his  red  no*. !" 
Off  he  went  occordingly  with  a  bottle-swagger,  guided 
by  Joceline,  to  whom  Albert,  in  the  mean  time,  had 
wluHpen^J,  to  be  sure  to  quarter  him  far  enough  from 
the  rest  of  the  family. 

Young  Lw  then  saluted  his  sister,  and,  with  the 
formahiy  of  those  times,  asked  and  received  his  fa- 
ther's blessing  with  an  affectionate  embrace.  His 
page  sctni«l  desirous  to  imitate  one  part  of  his  exam- 
ple, but  was  rtp(  lied  by  Alice,  who  only  replitni  to  his 
offered  salute  with  a  curtsey.  He  next  bowed  his  head 
in  an  awkwonl  fashion  to  her  father,  who  wished 
him  a  good  night.  "I  am  glad  to  see,  young  man,"' 
he  said,  "  that  you  have  at  least  leariicd  the  reverence 
due  to  age.  It  should  always  be  paid,  sir;  because  in 
doing  so  you  render  that  honour  to  others  which  yon 
will  expect  yourself  to  receive  when  you  approach  the 
close  of  your  life.  More  will  I  speak  with  you  at  leisure, 
on  your  duties  as  a  page,  which  office  in  fonner  days 
used  to  be  the  ver\'  school  of  chivalry ;  whereas  of 
late,  by  the  diMorderiy  times,  it  hasbeconie  little  better 
than  a  .school  of  wilii  and  disordered  license;  which 
made  rare  Ben  Jonson  exclaim" 

"Nay,  father,"  said  Albert,  interposing,  "  you  must 
consider  this  day's  fatigue,  and  the  poor  lad  is  almost 
aslef^p  on  his  legs— to-morrow,  he  will  listen  wilb 
more  profit  to  your  kind  admonitions.— And  you, 
Louiss  rr'member  at  least  one  part  of  your  duty— lake 
the  candles  and  light  us— here  Joceline  comes  to  show 
us  the  way.  Once  more,  good-night,  good  Doctor 
Rochecliffe— good-night,  all/' 


CHAPTER  XXI. 

Orotm.    Hail,  ooble  prince  I 
Klnr  Richard.  Thanks,  noble  peer  I 

The  chKapevt  of  ua  ia  a  groat  to  dear.— Jticter<f  IL 

Albert  and  his  page  were  ushered  by  Joceline  to 
what  was  called  the  Spanish  Chamber,  a  huge  old 
sera mbhng  bedroom,  rather  in  a  dilapidated  condition, 
but  furnish<Ki  with  a  large  standing-bed  for  the  master, 
and  a  truckle-bi'd  for  the  domestic,  as  was  common 
at  a  much  later  period  iii  old  English  houses,  whrrt^ 
the  sentleman  often  rcauinxl  the  assistance  of  a  groom 
of  trie  chambers  to  heip  him  to  bed,  if  the  hospitality 
had  been  exuberant.  The  walls  were  covered  with 
hangings  of  cordovan  leather,  stamped  with  gold,  and 
representing  fights  between  the  Spaniards  and  Mo- 
riscoes,  bull-feasts,  and  other  sports  ptxaliar  to  the 
Peninsula,  from  which  it  took  its  name  of  the  Spanish 
Chamber.  These  hangings  were  in  some  places  en- 
tirely torn  down,  in  others  defaced  and  hanging  in 
taturs.  But  Albert  stopped  not  to  make  observations, 
anxious,  it  seemed,  to  get  JoceHne  out  of  the  room; 
which  he  achieved  by  nastily  answering  his  offers  of 
fresh  fuel,  and  more  liquor,  in  the  negative,  and  re- 
turning, with  equal  conciseness,  the  under  kecfier'a 
good  wishes  for  the  evening.  He  at  length  retired, 
somewhat  unwillingly,  and  as  if  he  thought  that  his 
young  master  nii"h  i  have  bestowed  a  few  more  wonls 
upon  a  faithful  old  retainer  after  so  long  absence. 

Joliffe  was  no  sooner  gone,  than,  before  a  single 
word  was  spoken  between  Albert  Lee  and  his  pase, 
the  former  hastened  to  the  door,  examined  lock,  latch, 
and  bolr,  and  made  them  fast,  with  the  most  scru- 
pulous attention.  He  superadded  to  these  precautions 
that  of  a  long  screw-bolt,  which  he  brought  out  of  his 
pocket,  and  which  be  screwed  on  to  the  staple  in  such 
a  manner  as  to  render  it  impossible  to  withdraw  it,  or 
open  the  door,  unless  by  breaking  it  down.  The  pa^ 
held  a  Hght  to  him  during  the  operation,  which  his 
master  went  through  with  much  exactness  and  dex- 
terity. But  when  Albert  arose  from  his  knee,  on 
which  he  had  rested  during  the  accompUshment  of 
this  tafdc,  the  manner  of  the  companions  was  on  (he 
sudden  entirely  changed  towards  each  other.  The 
honourable  Master  Kerneguy,  from  a  cubbish  lout  of 
a  raw  Scotsman,  seemed  to  have  acquired  at  ooceall 
the  grace  and  ease  of  motion  and  manner,  which 
could  be  given  by  an  acquaintancyt  oi  the  euiit«( 
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and  must  fnnillior  kind  with  the  best  company  of  the 
time. 

Ho  cave  the  light  he  hold  to  Albert,  with  the  easy 
indilliraue  of  a  superior,  who  ruthtr  graces  than 
troubhs  his  dependant  by  giving  liini  ionie  slight 
eervire  to  |.>erforni.  Albert,  with  the  grtntest  appeor- 
amv  of  dd'erenee,  assuniea  in  hiu  turn  the  charaeter 
of  ior<-h-b*^nrer,  and  lighted  hispage  nerose  the  cham- 
ber, wiihoul  turning  his  back  upon  him  as  he  did  so. 
He  thill  i%t  the  light  on  a  table  by  the  bedside,  and 
apjToaehing  the  young  man  with  netp  reverence,  re- 
ceived from  him  the  soiled  croen  jacket,  with  the  same 
:»rofuijnd  respect  as  if  he  had  been  a  first  lord  of  the 
mirhnujber^  or  other  officer  of  the  household  <»f  the 
hightst  (lij-tmetion,  difiiobing  his  Sovereign  of  the 
Mantle  of  the  Garter.  The  person  to  whom  this  cere- 
mony was  addressed  endured  it  for  a  minute  or  two 
with  profound  gravity,  and  then  bursting  out  a-laugh- 
injr,  exelainied  to  Albert,  "What  a  devil  means  all 
this  foi  mality  ?— thou  complimente&t  with  these  mise- 
rable ra^'s  as  if  they  wert;  silks  and  sables,  and  with 
poor  Louis  Kerneguy  as  if  he  were  the  King  of  Great 
Britain?;' 

"And  if  your  Majesty's  commands,  and  thecircuni- 
Btanrt  s  of  the  time,  have  made  me  for  a  moment  seem 
lo  forg'-t  that  you  are  my  sovereign,  sun  ly  I  may  be 
penuittid  lo  render  my  homnge  as  such  while  you  are 
m  yt'ur  own  royal  palace  of  Woodstock  ?" 

'  Truly,"  replied  the  disguised  monarch,  "thesove- 
reipn  and  the  palace  are  not  ill  matched ;— these  tal- 
lertd  hnngings  and  my  ragged  jerkin  suit  each  other 
admirably.—  7%w  Woodstock  \—ihU  the  bower  where 
the  royal  Norman  revelled  with  the  fair  RoKimond 
ClilTord  I— Why,  it  is  a  place  of  assignation  for  owls!*' 
Tli<  n,  suddenly  recollecting  himself,  with  his  natural 
courtesy,  he  added,  as  if  fearing  lie  might  have  hurt 
Albert's  f(  tilings—  '  But  the  more  obscure  and  retin-d. 
it  is  tilt'  fitn  r  f«)r  our  purjws/^^-.  Lie ;  and  if  it  dot  s  seem 
to  !••  a  rcK>st  for  owls,  as  there  i*<  no  denving.  why  we 
know  it  has  nevertheless  brought  up  tagles. 

He  threw  himself  as  he  spoke,  upon  a  chair,  and 
indoh  ntly,  but  gracefully,  receivtxl  the  kind  offices  of 
Albtrt,  \i  ho  undid  the  coarse  butJonings  of  the  lea- 
thern ganiashcs  which  defended  his  legs,  and  spoke 
to  him  the  whilst :—"  Whit  a  fine  specimen  ol  the 
olden  time  is  your  father,  Sir  Henry !  It  is  strange  1 
should  nut  have  st^.n  him  bifore;— but  I  heard  my 
fatiu  r  often  sp«  .-tk  of  him  as  being  among  the  flower 
of  our  re»l  old  English  gentry.  By  the  mode  in  which 
he  l)e;:aii  lo  school  me,  I  can  guess  you  hud  a  tight 
taskniasfrr  of  him,  Albert— I  warrant  you  never  wore 
hat  in  his  presence,  eh  ?" 

"I  never  cocken  it  at  least  in  his  presence,  please 
your  Mni(  sty,  as  I  have  sei  n  some  youngsleiB  do," 
nn«were<l  Albert;  "indeed  if  I  had,  it  must  have 
b«"en  a  stout  beaver  to  have  saved  me  from  a  broken 
head." 

"Oh,  I  doubt  it  riot,"  roplit^  the  King;  "a  fine  old 
ifentltmnn— but  with  that,  methinks,  in  his  counle- 
nan'  e,  that  assures  you  he  would  not  hate  the  child 
in  sparing  the  r(Hl.— Hark  ye,  Albert— Suppose  the 
game  glorious  Restoratiim  come  round.— which,  if 
drinking  lo  its  arrival  can  hasten  it,  should  not  he  far 
distant,-  for  in  that  particular  our  adherents  never 
ne;:leet  their  duty,— supi>ose  it  Come,  therefore,  and 
that  thy  lather,  as  must  be  of  course,  becomes  an  Earl 
niid  t)ne  of  the  Privy  Council,  odds-fij-h,  man,  I  shall 
l>e  as  much  alraid  of  him  as  ever  was  my  grandfather 
Henry  Quatre  of  old  Sully. — Imagine  there  were 
fcueh  a  iriiiket  now  about  the  Court  as  the  fair  Rosa- 
mond, or  La  Belle  Gabriellc,  what  a  ^urk  there 
would  b«'  of  pagii5,  and  grooms  of  the  chamber,  lo 

get  the  pretty  rogue  clanaestineJy  shuffled  out  by  the 
at  k  stairs,  like  a  prohibited  commodity,  when  the 
Ptt  p  of  th.-  Earl  of  Woodstock  was  heard  in  the  ante- 
chamlMr!" 

"  I  am  ^lad  to  see  your  Majesty  so  merry  after  your 
fa  ti^niing  journey." 

"The  fi\i,iniL'  was  nothing,  man,"  said  Charles; 
"a  kind  wehome  and  a  soon  meal  made  amends  for 
all  that.  But  they  niust  have  suspected  thee  of  bring- 
^)g  a  w.ilf  from  the  braes  of  Badenoch  along  with 
fOM,  instead  uf  a  two-legged  being,  with  no  mt)re  than 
the  usual  allowance  of  mortal  stowage  for  provisioos. 


I  was  really  a.«hamc(l  of  my  appetite;  hut  thou 
knowist  I  had  eat  nothing  lt>r  twenty-four  hou^^ 
Ha>e  the  raw  e^-g  >ou  trtolc  f«»r  nitr  from  the  old  wo- 
man's hen-rou>l-  I  tell  ihee,  1  blushttl  to  show  myself 
St)  ravenous  l)cfore  thai  higii-brt<i  and  respectable  old 
gtntleman  your  father,  juid  the  very  pretty  girl  your 
sister— or  cousin,  is  she?" 

"  She  is  my  sister,"  said  Albert  Lee,  dryly,  and 
addded,  in  the  same  breath,  "  Your  Majesty's  appe- 
tite suited  wt  11  enough  with  the  character  of  a  raw 
northern  lad. — Would  your  Majesty  now  please  to 
retire  to  rest  ?" 

"  Not  lor  a  minute  or  two,"  said  the  King,  retaining 
his  seaL  "  Why,  man,  I  have  scarce  had  my  tongue 
unchained  to-day ;  and  to  talk  with  that  northern 
twang,  and  besides,  the  fatigue  of  bcin^  qbhged  to 
speak  every  word  in  character,- Gad,  it  s  like  walk- 
ing as  the  galley  slaveys  do  on  the  Contim  nt,  with  a 
twxntv-four  pound  shot  chained  to  their  legs— they 
may  drag  it  along,  but  they  cannot  move  with  com- 
fort. And,  by  the  way,  thou  art  slack  in  paying  me 
my  well-des«  r\ed  tribute  of  comphments  on  my  coun- 
terfeiting.—Did  I  not  play  Louis  Kerneguy  as  round 
as  a  ring  ?" 

"  If  your  Majesty  asks  my  serious  opinion,  perhaps 
I  may  be  forgivtn  if  I  say  your  dialect  was  some- 
what too  coarse  for  a  St'otti.sh  youth  of  high  birth, 
and  your  behaviour  perhaps  a  little  too  churlish.  1 
thought  too — though  I  pretend  not  to  be  skilful— 
that  some  of  your  Scottisn  soundc-d  as  if  it  were  not 
genuine."  „ 

"  Not  genuine  ?— there  is  no  pleasing  thee,  Albert 
— W'hy,  who  should  speak  genuine  Scottish  but  my- 
self ?— Was  I  not  thtir  King  for  a  matter  of  ten 
months?  and  if  I  did  not  get  knowledge  of  their 
language,  1  wonder  what  else  I  got  by  it  Did  not 
east  et)untry,  and  south  country,  and  west  country, 
and  Highlands,  craw,  croak,  and  .shriek  about  me,  as 
the  dtep«utiurul,  the  broad  drawl,  and  the  high  sharp 
vtlp  pndumiiiatJtJ  by  turns'?— Odd.s-fish,  man,  have 
J  not  been  speeehed  at  by  their  orators,  addressed  by 
thtir  senators,  rel-uktd  by  their  kirkmen?  Havel 
not  snt  on  the  cutlv  stool,  mon,  [again  assuming  the 
ii«>rthern  dialect,]  and  thought  it  grace  of  worthy  Mas 
John  Gilltspie,  that  I  was  permitted  lo  do  penance  in 
mine  own  privy  chamber,  instead  of  the  face  of  the 
congregation  ?  and  wilt  thou  tell  me.  after  all,  that  I 
cannot  speak  Scottish  enough  lo  baffle  an  Ozon 
Knight  and  his  family?"  .  •      » 

"May  it  please  your  Majesty,— I  began  by  saying  I 
was  no  judge  of  the  Scottish  language." 

"  Pshaw— it  is  mere  envy ;  just  so  you  said  at  Nor- 
ton's, that  I  was  too  eourtet>us  and  civil  for  a  young 
paee— now  you  think  me  too  rude."  -._,.„  . , 
And  there  is  a  medium,  if  one  could  find  it,  said 
Albert,  defending  his  opinion  in  the  same  tone  in 
which  the  King  attacked  him;  "so  this  morning, 
when  you  wen;  in  the  woman's  dress,  you  raised  your 
petticoats  rather  unbecomingly  high,  as  you  waded 
through  the  first  little  stream  ;^and  when  I  told  ymi 
of  it,  to  mend  the  matter,  you  draggled  through  the 
next  without  raisirig  them  at  all" 

"O,  the  devil  take  the  woman's  dress!"  said 
Charles;  "1  hope  1  shall  never  be  driven  lo  that  dis- 
guise again.  Why,  my  ugly  face  was  enough  to  put 
gowns,  caps,  and  kirtles,  out  of  fashion  for  ever— the 
very  dogs  fled  from  me— Had  I  passed  any  hamlet 
that  had  but  five  huts  in  it,  I  could  not  have  escaped 
the  cuekins-stool.  I  was  a  libel  on  womanhood. 
These  leathern  conveniences  are  none  of  <he  gayest 
but  they  are  propria  qu€e  maributf ;  and  right  glad 
am  I  to  be  repossessed  of  them.  I  can  tell  you  too, 
my  friend,  I  shall  resume  all  my  masculine  privileges 
with  my  proper  habiliments;  and  as  you  say  I  have 
been  too  coarse  to-night,  I  will  behave  myself  hkea 
courtier  to  Mistress  Alice  to-morrow.  I  made  a  sort 
of  acquaintance  with  her  already,  when  I  seemt;d  lo 
be  of  the  same  sex  with  herself,  and  found  out  there 
an'  other  Colonels  in  the  wind  besides  you,  Colonel 
AlKeriLte."  ^,  .        „      .,    .,^ 

"May  it  please  your  Majesty."  said  Albert— antf 
then  stoppfd  short,  from  the  difficult'  of  finding 
words  to  express  the  unpleasant  nature  of  hir  feilmcs. 
Tliey  could  not  escape  Charles;  bui  bv  pK  a>(^Hi 
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m^ii.  flih!  a  r'li.-r.T:.'  ;.':!  rii  i-r  h  it»- rj:i '.ri-.  K-j'  :!•  r 
tro^ri-r  10  nr  Jiir.  :th  »■;».  -:'''i!  •■i"  w;j».  anx.;'.?  si}-  •:! 
a  r.»-r!»:ri '.VoikI.  I  hnJ  hit  'n»  I'wru*.  fnif  n-.-t  IN*; 
rc.r^in;  fur  I  flll  :'J*-<i  t-i  y.nj.  A\\>*r.;  anrj  I  ,'n**rjK 
lh»;  hi  i««.'i  w;i«»  1/^1  ij.f  (f  #•;«.  r  lo  ^k;  ;i.v»n  lo  n  ^rof  fur. 
8.1  u^  !»h»r  fi:"^  ari'l  nwjiy  i«V-  fl-w  irom  rn-  l.ke  a  Inii- 
wi!ii<.  I  i-'-'iri  I'xr.nrti-  h«r— l«ir.  I*»"kiii:r  r(  niy«*.ii' in 
ihc  wll.  I  tr.'i.'ik  !l  I  hst'l  Mi-r  «»j«'h  n  rrafiiri  «;*  I 
■f.*m'-«j.  I  Mh'iulrJ  hi\'-  f-ail'tl  ftrr  aiifl  faiii*!  a:^i:n-f 
it.— Now.  what  (!ii?ik  yuii.  .Xl.'N.rl— i%Ji.7  '*an  th:-' 
Colonel  [»»-,  that  iiiurc  fhaii  rival*  you  in  yoar  kjuts 
afr»:''n<in  ?' 

AlUri,  who  W'll  kri'W  thil  tlio  Kin:?'?*  uvn]ff  of, 
think  in:?,  whirr,-  the  fur  •'  ^  wa**  r-in'-'-rnt  ri,  was  fnr  ' 
in'»r-:  jfiy  ^^''H  H»  luat-.  •  ri'Jf  ivour*.  d  ii^  put  a  hi  »[>  to 
th»'  pr';»«:ni  t'ipjc,  by  n  gran  ;iriswf r. 

•'Hi'*  m«<t'T,"  hr;  ►«■(!.  "h«(J  lM:#ri  in  ^wn*^  m«a*?ir': ' 
ediirntfil  w:th  rho  Miii  iff  hrr  tiiatimal  iiiifif;.  Mirk-  ' 
liaiii  F^vurard;  hul  a^  Hjm  ffiiJi^r  nrnl  he  h:ni«(if  hii  ' 
adoiftfrfl  the  r.nu*¥r  of  th**  Mijriih.  *id'^  th"  fuinil.i  >  ! 
had  in  rnnfn:'iwur(i  )uin  at  van'in*!-:  and  any  iip*- 
jtflM  which  rni^ht  have  b'-'.n  fonuLTiy  (ntrrtaimd. 
wer*'  of  ours*;  loiiir  Mn*-';  di''nll^"VfJ  on  all  widi.*." 

"Von  are  wron'.r.  .Alht-rt,  yon  are  wron;?."  «ai.l  th" 
Kinz,  fjit'h  «-ly  I'urx'iin;;  his  j»-««i.  *'  Von  r<j|on«  l« 
wh<-(iH  r  vou  w<  ar  hlii«-  or  ofin^je  ««ishc'S.  are  iff} 
pretty  |i-ir«jw«  to  he  di-njisfw-rl  Hi  »nf»ily,  whi-n  huck 
yon  have  awi'iin-d  an  inup nt.  Hut  Mi.strry-*  Alii'**.  t-o 
pretty,  and  who  wi««heH  th':  r»Htiiratioii  of  the  Kin^' 
with  HU'.-h  u  I'Kik  and  nr#^'nt.  as  if  shr;  wi  re  an  an:!il 
whoiu:  prayf-r^  niiiM  n>'*fds  briii;;it  down,  niu.«t  not  he 
a)lowe<l  to  retain  any  thon^hiH  of  a  canting  round- 
head—What  Hay  you  -will  yon  give  mc  leave  to  takn 
her  to  tank  ahrjut  it  ?— .\fter  all,  I  am  the  party  ino!«t 
Oinci.-rned  in  maintainin'^  true  ane;nanre  anion:;  inv 
8uh}ffCtH:  and  if  I  Kniii  the  prrtty  niairJen*8;!oo<j-'wiil, 
that  of  the  Hwectlnrarl'?  will  mton  follow.    This  was 

I'oIIy  Kin«  Kiiward'j*  way-  Eilwanl  the  Fourth,  you 
[now.  The  kins-makms  Karl  of  Warwick— the 
Cmmwell  of  \\\h  day— iletliromxi  him  more  than 
once :  but  he  had  the  heartu  of  the  merry  damoA  of 
Ijonifon,  and  thi*  purw.n  and  veinn  of  the  cockneys 
bled  Ireely,  (ill  thoy  hroti^hl  him  home  a:*ain.  How 
nay  vou  ?  -shall  I  hhuke  oH'my  northern  Hloiigh,  and 
8p<;aK  with  Alice  in  my  own  character,  showing  what 
crliication  and  tnanncrs  have  done  for  mo,  to  moke 
the  h<st  amenrlHthey  can  for  an  ii^dy  face?" 

"May  it  pha»c  y«)ur  Mai«:i«ty."  naid  All>rrt,  in  an 
alternl  and  emharraHwd  tone,     I  did  not  expect" — 

Hen;  he  Btopped,  not  able  to  fuvi  words  ad'^quate  at 
the  flame  time  toexpn^iw  his  seniimentn,  and  re8r)ect- 
ful  enoiii,Hi  to  the  Kin^,  while  in  his  father's  houac, 
and  under  hiH  own  i>niiecrion. 

I'  And  what  in  it  that  Master  Lee  doe^  not  expect  ?" 
aaid  CMiarlcn,  with  marked  gravity  on  his  part. 

Apain  Allwrt  atiemntiHl  a  reply,  but  advanced  no 
farther  than,  "  I  would  hope,  if  it  please  your  Ma- 
jesty"—when  he  a^ain  Btop|H*d  short,  his  deep  and 
narcililary  r(;8pecl  for  his  wn-ereian,  and  liis  sense  of 
the  hospitality  due  to  his  misfortunes  preventing  his 
giving  utterance  to  his  irritatrtl  fi^lin^s. 

"And  what  docs  Colonel  Albert  Lee  hope?"  said 
Charles,  in  the  same  dry  and  cold  manner  in  wh.ch 
ho  had  (w'fore  spoken.— "-\o  answer  ? — Now,  J  hope 
that  Colonel  I^v  dfws  not  sec  in  a  silly  jest  any  thinj; 
offensive  to  the  honour  of  his  family,  since  methinks 
that  wer*'  an  inditUsrent  compliment  to  his  sister,  his 
father,  and  hitnsejf,  not  to  mention  Charles  Stc^wart, 
whom  he  rails  his  Kin^:  and  I  expect,  that  I  shnll 
not  lx>  so  hardly  construed,  as  to  Im)  supposed  capable 
of  fori^^tting  that  Misin-ss  Alice  F^t:  is  the  daughter 
of  my  faithiftil  subject  and  host,  and  the  sister  of  my 
guide  and  pn^scrver.— f 'oinc,  ccmie,  Allwrt,"  ho  added, 
chanKing  at  once  to  his  naturally  frank  and  uncere- 
monious manner,  "  you  forget  how  long  I  have  been 
•broad,  where  men,  women,  and  children,  talk  gal- 
lantry morning,  noon,  and  night,  with  no  more  9c- 
rioua  thought  than  just  to  pass  away  the  time :  and  1 
target  too,  thtLt  jrou  an  ol  the  old-(uhioiwd  Ea«^ 


V  ;i.r   :.i.  J  'H.  Alb*.."!.  B.IIC'.T-:!).  if  I    hsvc    Fta.'y   hlilt 

>^)  •V.-.77.  ^'^  cx'TT'I"?  h:«  hnnti  ^o  C*'\jr.^]  l^e, 
wf:  r.  f"' '::;  *>-  J  t:  }*.-*  n  n'M'T  tm^  ha.*:^  :n  r.,^-:^l- 
■riL'  :r.'.  K:r.-j!*  t-^*  m  an  i;n|-.jtie:jn*  y .".•»■,  k.wuiit 
h:'?;  r- v«  t' :^'  •.  ari-!  a"  i:ip''Ti  an  ar*'!.  zy. 

■*.\.f!  :t  v..irJ-ni>'  a  woT'l."  «a.d  fhi  LV.-o'Nriatsrpd 
Pr.r.";  -.  r:.*  i^  !;;*  ;4u:y  nt  acih-  rent  a-*  ":;-w  aiv ■np!':<J 
to  kn'-cl:  *'w*-  i.!:o«-.-i«tan'l  each  othi  r.  V'jd  are 
«or:i'  whTi  v'nd  *->:  th^  aav  npntati^m  wh.cii  I  ac- 
'J'j::*'!  n  St'irj-ind :  bLt  I  a.--urv  y.nj,  I  w:I!  bt  u 
■»t!;pi,i  a«  >  f'A.  I  r  V'l'.r  I'liii.in  r\.!.in'.I  ri>;;J.id-..s.r'..  in 
pr*  :•.  fire  fA  .Mr*.  Al.f  e  \y » .  an-i  tinly  U  <:i»w  my  ;nl- 
|rf.Tr>'.  *r..ji;i»»  1  hat.,  arjv  :o  '.hruw  away.  f;;--.n  the 
f,!'. •■•*/  I.rt'*  wai 'tn^- mairf  who  attcndt-J  at  *i:''per— 
iin!«  !«s  v>*:i  >h<.«>;!  i  l.ax.  niMfjorotiZtd  bcf  ear  fiT  >uur 
own  be'r:-.tir,  ('..l-inr-I  ANrr."' 

"It  ii  numn],  l.zri*.  swre  tnoLjrh,  thoi'^h  not  by 
m'-.  if  i'  ;lraf»  your  .Majc*ty.  hu:  by  J«>ci'I.nt  Jr! iffe, 
the  und'T-kr»r«r._  ^honj  wi-  m»:'<t  nor  Ji*jli:i?i,  at 
wi-  havv  tru«i'il  him  9t>  far  alr'ady.  and  may  ha^e 
.•>ccrt»ii»n  ior'p«j«i  even  tn tin- confi'hnrc  in  h:m.  I 
half  tiiirik  he  ri;s;.eci:(  who  Louis  KirnL^uy  may  in 
ml:Ty  Ih." 

*'  \  o«i  arc  an  rnsro^sing  9ft.  yon  wow  rs  of  Wood- 
stock.'* said  the  Kirifr.  lau^hng.  "Nnw.  ii  I  h.iJ  a 
fancy.  a>s  a  F'renchfnan  woiiM  not  fail  to  havi  m  >uch 
a  cas.',  til  moke  i»r*  irv  speiche*  to  the  deaf  old  wj- 
inan  I  saw  ;n  the  kit'heti.  as  a  piit-alter.  1  da.'-e  savl 
should  Ur  (old  (hat  h^r  ear  was  engroR«cd  for  Dr. 
R<K-heclitfi.'s  suit-  us»-  ?" 

*•  I  marvel  at  yoar  Majesty's  pood  ypints."  siid  Al- 
bert, *■  that,  afr*r  a  day  ot'  ilaneer,  fatiyrup.  and  acci- 
d'^nrs,  you  should  fcxl  the  power  of  annifing  yourself 
thu«." 

"That  is  to  sar.  the  groom  of  the  chambers  wishes 
his  Majt.sty  would  go  to  slet^p  ?— Well,  one  word  or 
two  on  more  senous  biisinrss.  and  I  have  dune.— I 
haveb(fren  completely  directed  ny  you  and  Ro(  httlitfe 
—I  have  changi>d  my  disguise  from  female  to  male 
npon  the  instant,  and  altered  my  destination  froni 
Hampshire  to  take  shelter  here— Do  you  e>till  hold  ii 
the  wiser  c«»urse  ?" 

**  I  have  great  confidence  in  Dr.  Rwhecllffe.'*  re- 
plied Albert,  "whr>se  acquaintance  with  the  scattfrrti 
royalists  enables  him  to  gain  tjie  most  accurate  iiit<?I- 
ligrnce.  His  pride  in  the  extent  of  hJacorrrsDondint*, 
and  the  com(>lication  of  his  plots  and  sclicmcj*  for 
your  Maiesty  s  service,  is  indeed  the  very  food  he  lives 
upon ;  but  his  sagacity  is  eriual  to  his  vanity.  I  re- 
pos(%  besides,  the  utmost  faith  in  Joliffe.  Of  my  fatiier 
anfl  Bister  I  would  say  notiiinK;  vet  I  would  not, 
without  in^ason.  extend  the  knowledge  of  your  Majes- 
ty's ners<jn  farther  than  it  isindisjicnsably  necessar}-." 

"18  it  handsome  in  me,"  said  Charles,  pauMng, 
"to  withhold  my  full  confidence  from  Sir  Hcury 
Lee?" 

"  Your  Majesty  heard  of  his  almost  deaih-swoon 
of  last  night— what  would  ag-tate  him  most  duply 
must  not  DC  hastily  communicatea. ' 

"True;  but  are  we  safe  from  a  visit  of  the  red- 
coats— thev  have  them  in  Woodstock  as  well  as  in 
Oxfonir'seid  Charles. 

"Dr.  Rocheclitre  says,  not  unwisely."  answered 
Lee,  "that  it  is  best  sitting  near  the  fire  when  the 
chimney  smokes;  and  that  Woodstock,  so  lately  in 
possession  of  the  scouestratora,  and  still  in  the  vkinitf 
of  the  soldiers,  will  be  less  8us(/ected,  and  more  care- 
lessly searched,  than  more  distant  comc^^  w^hich 
might  seem  to  promise  more  safety.  Besides,"  he 
added,  "  Rochecliffo  is  in  possession  of  curious  and 
important  news  concerning  the  state  of  matters  at 
Woodstock,  highly  favourable  to  your  Majesty's  being 
concealed  in  the  palace  for  two  or  three  days,' till  ship> 
ping  is  provided.  The  Parliament,  or  usurping  Coun- 
cil of  State,  had  sent  down  8iX]uestra(orfk  whom  their 
own  evil  c(ms<;iences.  assisted,  perhaps,  by  the  tricks 
of  some  daring  cavaliers,  had  frightened  out  of  the 

Lodge,  without  much  desire  to  come  back  asain.— 
Then  the  more  formidable  usurper,  Cromwell,  had 

San  ted  a  warrant  of  possession  to  Col.  Everard,  wha 
.    id  otily  uaed  it  for  the  puipoae  of  npoaaeMing  hit 
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tinclp  in  the  lA>dge,  and  who  kept  watch  in  peraon  at 
the  little  borough,  to  ace  that  Sir  Henry  waa  nut  dia- 
turbi^d." 

**  What !  Mistrrss  Alice'a  Colonel  ?"  aaid  the  King— 
•*  thai  sounds  ainnninc;— fur  grant  (hat  he  keeps  the 
other  fellows  at  bay,  think  you  not.  Master  Albirt,  he 
^'ill  have  a  hundred  crranda  a-day  to  bring  him 
here  in  person  7" 

**  Dr.  Roehecliffe  aaya,"  answered  Lee,  "  the  treaty 
l>etwi«n  Sir  Henry  and  his  nephew  hinds  the  latter 
nut  to  approach  the  Lod^e,  unlet«ii  invited  ;— indeed,  it 
was  not  without  Kreatdifiiculty,  and  strongly  arguing 
the  KO«vl  cou!<(Xiucnc('S  it  nii;;ht  produce  to  your  Ma- 
jeiiiy's  cau<>c  that  my  father  c<;uld  be  prevailed  on  to 
oci  Jipy  Woodstock  at  all :  but  In-  assured  he  will  be  in 
no  hurrv  to  send  an  invitation  to  the  Colonel." 

"And  be  you  assured  that  the  Colonel  will  come 
w  ithoni  waiting  for  one,"  said  Charles.  "  Folk  can- 
not judffe  ri&;htly  where  sisters  are  conci»rned— they 
lire  too  familiar  with  the  nngnet  lojudj^of  its  powers 
of  attraction.  Evt-rard  will  be  here,  as  if  drawn  by 
cari-n»jH's— fetters,  not  to  talk  of  promises,  will  not 
lioid  him— and  then,  methinks,  we  are  in  some  dan- 

"  I  hooe  not,"  said  Albert.  "  In  the  first  place,  I 
know  Markham  is  a  slave  to  his  word ;  besides,  were 
any  ehunce  to  bring  him  \u'u.\  I  think  I  could  pass 
your  Mnje^jf  V  upon  nim  without  difficulty,  as  F»uis 
Ki  rne^uy.  *rhen,  although  my  cousin  and  I  have  not 
l)#vn  on  ^'ood  terms  for  thesi;  some  yrars,  I  believe 
him  inr'n^ablti  of  bctraving  vour  Majesty;  and  lastly, 
if  1  8UW  tht>  least  danger  of  it,  I  would,  were  he  ten 
tiints  the  son  of  my  mother's  sister,  run  rov  sword 
through  his  body,  ere  he  bod  lime  to  execule'his  pur- 
pos«..'' 

"'niiro  U  but  another  question,"  said  Charles, 
•'  and  1  will  release  you,  AlU'rt :— You  seem  to  think 
your^lf  scnire  from  sean*h.  It  maybe  soj  but^  in 
any  otIh  r  country,  this  tale  of  goblins  whitrh  is  flying 
about  would  briii:;  down  prirsts  and  ministers  of  jus- 
ticf  to  examine  the  reality  of  the  story,  and  inoba  of 
idl«  iM  oplc  to  satisfy  their  curiosity." 

*'  R'  ^niriinc  the  first^  sir,  wi*  hope  and  understand 
that  (.'oIoikI  Kveiard's  influence  will  prevent  any  im- 
iiicdintL'  inquiry,  for  the  sake  of  preserving  undisturbed 
the  (H'act.'  of  his  unrle's  family;  and  as  for  anyone 
<>oniiim  without  some  sort  of  authority,  the  whole 
n(ij:hlxiurs  havi'  so  much  love  and  fi'sr  of  my  father, 
and  an-,  bcM-K.-s,  s<i  horribly  alarmed  ul>out  the  goblins 
of  WiHhJ-NK-k,  that  fear  will  hili'nct*  curiosity." 

"On  the  \\hoh\  then,"  said  C;harles,  "  the  chances 
of  sail  ly  .*>iv/iii  to  b4>  in  favour  of  the  plan  we  hav4' 
u'loptid,  which  is  all  I  can  ho|ie  for  m  a  condiiicm 
w\u  TV  abHoliite  safety  is  out  of  the  qurstion.  The 
Hiiili'/p  r>;rijni mended  Dr.  Kochceliire  as  one  of  the 
ino>t  iiiL'i-niiius,  iKildfSt,  and  most  loyal  aims  of  the 
CMiurrli  <>f  Kngland;  you,  .Albert  Lee,  have  marked 
Viiiir  fid'iity  by  a  hiinJrttl  proofs.  To  you  and  >'our 
]iN-:il  kiiovvl(>dj;c  I  submit  myself.  And  now,  prepare 
««ir  arm*!— ahve  I  will  not  Ik'  taken;— yet  1  will  not 
Iv-lit  vt'  that  a  son  of  the  King  of  Kngland,  and  heir 
of  lit-r  ihione,  could  be  destined  to  danger  in  his  own 
palace,  and  under  the  guard  of  the  loyal  Lees." 

Aii)eit  Lee  laid  [listols  and  swonis  in  readiness  by 
the  Kin-/s  bed  and  his  own;  and  (."harles,  after  some 
tAl^J^t\  n\H}\o'^y,  took  his  place  in  the  larger  and  better 
bed.  Willi  u  Sigh  of  pleasure,  as  t'rum  on<'  who  had 
not  latrly  e nioyiil  sui'li  an  indulgence.  He  bid  goo^l 
uighi  to  his  lafthfiil  attendant,  who  deposited  himself 
on  his  truckle ;  and  both  monarch  and  subject  were 
ikion  fojit  aNici-p. 


more  restless  night,  starting  from  time  to  time,  and 
listening;  anxious,  notwithstanding  Doctor  Roch** 
clifTe's  assurances,  to  procure  yet  more  particular 
knowledge  concerning  the  state  of  things  around 
them,  than  he  had  t>een  yet  able  to  collect. 

He  rose  earlv  after  daybreak;  but  although  hm 
moved  with  as  little  noise  as  was  possible,  the  slum- 
bers of  the  haunted  Prince  were  easily  disturbed. 
He  started  up  in  his  bed,  and  asked  if  there  was  tnj 
alarm. 

"  None,  please  your  Majesty,"  replied  Lee;  "otily, 
thinking  on  the  questions  your  Majesty  was  askii^; 
last  niiiht,  and  the  vnrious  r^hances  there  are  of  your 
Majesty's  safety  being  endangend  from  unforeseen 
accidents,  I  th'om;ht  of  going  thus  early,  both  to 
communicate  with  Dix'tur  RuchecIifTe,  and  to  keep 
such  a  look-out  as  b<'fits  the j)lace,  where  arc  lodged 
for  the  time  the  fortunes  of  tngland.  1  fear  I  muit 
rt^quc-st  of  your  Majesty,  for  your  own  gracious  secu- 
rity, that  you  have  the  goo<lne8s  to  condescend  ta 
secure  the  door  with  your  own  hand  after  1  go  out. 

'*Oh,  talk  not  to  Majesty,  for  Heaven's  saKe,  dear 
Albert !"  answered  the  poor  King,  epdeavonnng  in 
vain  to  put  on  a  part  of  his  clothes  in  order  to  tra* 
verse  the  room.—  When  a  King's  doublet  and  how 
are  S4)  ragged  that  he  can  no  more  find  his  way  int* 
them  than  he  could  have  travelled  through  the  forest 
of  Deanc  without  a  guj^e,  good  faith,  there  should 
bi>  an  end^f  MnieMy,  until  it  chances  to  be  better  ao- 
commtMlated.  m*sides,  there  is  the  chance  of  theaa 
big  words  bolting  out  at  unawares,  when  there  art 
ears  to  hear  them  whom  we  might  think  dangeroua." 
"  Your  commands  shall  be  owyed,"  said  Lee,  who 
had  now  succtt^ed  in  opening  the  door ;  from  which 
he  took  his  departure,  leaving  the  King,  who  hiid 
hustled  along  the  floor  for  that  purpose,  with  hii 
dress  wofully  ill  arranged,  to  make  it  fast  again  b^ 
hind  him,  and  begging  him  in  no  case  to  open  to  any 
one,  unless  he  or  Rocheclifle  were  of  the  party  who 
summoned  him. 

Albert  then  set  out  in  quest  of  Doctor  Rocheclitte'j 
apartment,  which  was  only  known  to  himsi'lf  and 
the  faithful  Jolifle,  and  had  at  different  times  ao- 
comiiiotlated  that  steady  churchman  with  a  place  of 
concealment,  when,  fnim  his  bold  and  busy  teniper, 
which  led  him  into  the  most  extensive  and  hazardous 
machinations  cm  the  King's  behalf,  ho  had  been 
strictly  sought  after  by  the  opposite  party.  Of  latfl^ 
the  inquest  after  him  had  diinl  entirely  away,  as  ho 
had  prudently  withdrawn  himself  from  the  scene  of 
his  intrigues.  Sinee  the  h>ss  of  the  battle  of  Wor- 
c^^ter,  he  had  been  afloat  asain,  and  more  activo 
than  ever;  and  had^  by  friends  and  correspondentt. 

and  esiMfially  the  Bishop  of ,  been  the  means  of 

directing  the  King'n  flight  towards  Woodstock, 
although  it  wns  not  until  the  verv  day  of  his  arrivtl 
that  he  could  promise  him  a  safe  reception  at  that 
ancient  mansion. 

Albert  Lee,  though  he  revered  both  the  undaunted 
spirit  and  ready  resources  t>f  the  bustling  and  in- 
triguing ehurclunan,  felt  he  had  not  been  enabled  by 
hini  to  answer  some  of  Charles's  questions  yeetei^ 
night,  in  a  way  h»  distinct  as  one  tru.'-ted  with  the 
King's  safely  otipht  to  have  done;  and  it  was  now 
his  object  to  make  himself  personally  acquainted,  u 
possible,  with  the  vari«>us  lM>a rings  of  so  weighty  • 
matter,  as  became  a  man  on  whom  ao  much  of  tho 
n-sj»onsibility  was  likelv  to  descend. 

Kven  his  local  knowledgi>  was  scarce  adequate  10 
find  the  Doctors  M'cn-l  apartment,  h.nd  he  not  traced 
hi«»  way  after  a  g(  nial  flavour  of  roasted  game  through 
divers  blind  passages,  and  up  and  down  certain  verv 
usi  less  stairs,  ihrough  cupb«»anls  and  hatchways,  and 
s«>  forth,  to  a  siwries  of  sanctum  sanctorum,  whera 
J«n'eliiie  Johfle  was  miiiistenng  to  the  good  doctor  a 
solemn  breakfast  of  wild-towl  with  a  ciip  of  small 
lK.rr  stirr^nl  with  a  s|)rig  of  rosemar>',  which  Doctor 
Rocheclitre  pM'fi  rnsi  l<»  all  strong  fwta lions.  Bendo 
him  sat  Revis  on  his  tail,  slobUring  and  lookios 
aiiiialde,  movj-tl  by  the  rar»^  smel|  of  the  breiikfasti 
which  had  quite  overcome  his  native  dignity  of  dispo* 
sition. 

,„.  ..       ^,  The  ehamlHT  in  \^hieh  the  d<K-tor  had  established 

But  the  young  cavalier,  hia  guide  and  guard,  aptnt  a  i  biiuaolf  waa  a  little  octuugular  room,  with  walla  oC 
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the  protDund  n'F>ose  whieh  yiHith  ami  fatigue  inspire. 
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^nt  thioknr»««,  withm  whirh  wen»fabriratM  varions 
lapiies,  Icadine  r.i  diflomnt  (liriTfionp,  and  commnni- 
cnting  with  niffiTcnt  parts  of  tlie  Iniildinc.  Around 
him  were  packa^r'S  with  arma,  and  n^ar  him  one 
small  bnrrH,  as  it  warned,  of  piinpowdrr;  many  pa- 
pers in  ditferent  paret-lt*,  and  ».'vt ml  keyn  for  corri^s- 
pondcncf-  in  cipher;  two  or  thrre  f«en»llfl  eovjTcd  with 
nieros?Iyphif«  were  also  Jjesidcliim.  which  Alh«Tf  took 
for  plann  of  nativity;  and  various  mfKl<-la  of  ma^^hinfi- 
ry.  m  which  Doctor  Rm^hrclin^  was  an  adii»t.  There 
were  also  tools  of  various  kind.s  masks,  cloaks,  and 
a  dark  lanttTii,  and  a  number  of  other  indrscribable 
trinkets  belon^n^  to  the  trade  of  a  darin<!  plotter  in 
dangerous  times.  Last,  there  was  a  casket  with 
gold  and  silver  coin  of  diflferent  countries,  which  was 
left  carelessly  open,  as  if  it  were  the  least  of  Doctor 
RocneclifTc's  concern,  althoufrh  his  habits  in  general 
announccti  narrow  circumpian^'es,  if  not  actual 
poverty.  Close  by  the  divine's  plate  lay  a  Bible  and 
Prayerl>ook,  with  some  prrwf-sheets,  as  they  are 
technically  called,  seeminjjiy  fresh  from  the  press. 
There  was  also  within  the  reach  of  his  hand  a  dirk, 
or  Scottish  poniard,  a  powder-horn,  and  a  muskeioon, 
or  blunderbuss,  with  a  pair  of  handsome  pocket-pis- 
tols. In  the  midst  of  this  mi^*cellaneous  collection, 
the  doctor  sat  eating  his  breakfast,  with  j?n«at  apf>?'- 
tite,  as  little  dismayed  by  the  various  implements  of 
danjzer  around  hinri,  as  a  workman  \*  when  accus- 
tomed to  the  perils  of  a  Runpf)wder  manitfactory. 

"Soh,  youns;  j?imtleman,"  he  said,  .wt tins  up  and 
extending  his  hand,  "  are  you  come  to  breakfast  with 
nie  in  good  fellowship,  or  to  s|K)il  my  mi^al  this  morn- 
ing, as  you  did  mv  supper  last  night,  by  asking  un- 
timel  y  questii  ms  ?" 

"I  will  pick  a  bono  with  yoii,  with  all  my  heart," 
said  Albert ;  "and  if  you  please,  doctor,  I  would  ask 
some  questions  which  seem  not  quite  untimely." 

So  saying,  he  sat  down,  and  assisted  the  doctor  in 

fiving  a  very  satisfactory  account  of  a  brace  of  wild- 
ncks  and  a  leash  of  teal.  Hevis.  who  maintained 
his  place  with  great  patience  and  insinuation,  had 
his  share  of  a  collop,  which  was  also  placed  on  the 
wel!-furnished  boarrl ;  for,  like  most  high-bn*d  dogs, 
he  declined  eating  waterfowl. 

"Come  hither,  then,  Albert  liCe,"  said  the  doctor, 
laying  down  his  knife  and  fork,  and  plucking  the 
towe!  from  his  throat,  so  so4)n  as  Joceline  was  with- 
drawn ;  "  thou  art  still  the  same  lad  thou  wert  when 
I  was  thy  tutor— never  satisfied  w;iih  havinc  got  a 
^minar  nde,  but  always  persecutiiirj  me  with  qiirs- 
tions  why  the  rule  stoixl  so,  and  not  oilierwise— over- 
curious  after  information  whi^h  ihdii  oouldst  not 
comprehend,  as  Revis  slobbered  and  whined  for  the 
duck-wing,  which  he  could  not  eat." 

"I  hope  vou  will  find  me  more  reasonable, doctor," 
answered  .ilhcrt ;  "and  at  the  same  tinu^  that  you 
will  recollect  I  am  not  now  srtb/a-v la,  biii  am  placed 
in  circumstances  where  I  am  not  at  liberty  to  act 
upon  the  i;wr  dirit  of  any  man,  unless*  my  own  judg- 
ment be  convinced.  I  shall  deserve  richly  to  be 
hanged,  drawn,  and  quartered,  should  any  misfortune 
happen  by  my  miscrovernment  in  this  business." 

And  it  is  thereiore,  Albert,  that  I  would  have  thee 
trust  the  wliole  to  nic,  without  interfering.  Thou 
0ayat,  forsooth,  thou  art  not  tfub  fr.ruln ;  but  recol- 
lect that  while  you  have  l)oen  fighting  in  the  fi'*ld.  I 
have  been  plotting  in  the  studv --that  I  know  all  the 
combinations  of  the  King's  fViends,  ay,  and  all  the 
motions  of  his  enemies,  as  well  as  a  spider  knows 
every  mesh  of  his  web.  Think  of  my  experience, 
man.  Not  a  cavalier  in  the  land  but  has  beard  of 
Rochccliffe  the  Plotter.  I  have  been  a  main  limb  in 
every  thing  that  has  been  attempted  since  forty- 
two — peiined declarations, conducted  corre.«'|K>ndence, 
communicated  with  chiefs,  recruited  followers,  com- 
missioned arms,  levied  money,  appointed  nndez- 
vouses,  I  was  m  the  Western  Rising;  and  before 
that,  in  the  City  Petition,  and  in  .Sir  John  Owen's 
stir  in  Wales;  m  short,  almost  in  every  plot  for  the 
King,  Kince  Tomkins  and  Challoner's  matter." 

"But  were  not  all  these  plots  unsuccessful  ?"  said 
AlbiTt:  "and  were  not  Tomkins  and  Ghalloner 
hanged,  doctor?" 

**Yf^  my  yotmff  Cricnd,"  answered  the  doctor, 


[  gravely,  "  as  many  others  have  been  with  whf^n  I 
have  actpfl :  but  only  because  thev  did  not  follow  my 
advice  implicitlv.  You  never  heard  that  I  was 
hansed  mvsilf.' 

"The  tirn«'  may  come,  doctor,"  said  Albert;  "The 
pitcher  gops  oft  lo  the  well— The  proverb,  as  mv  far 
iher  would  say,  is  somewhat  musty.  But  I.  too,  nave 
Horne  ecmfidt  nee  in  my  own  iudgment;  and.  much  as 
I  honour  the  »hurch,  I  cannot  alio;rfrth»?T  subrwrib*?  to 
passive  obedience.  I  will  tell  you  in  one  word  what 
7)oints  I  must  have  explanation  on ;  and  it  will  re- 
main with  vou  to  give  it,  or  to  return  n  m«^»ajzeto 
the  King  that  you  will  not  explain  your  plan;  in 
which  ca«e,  if  he  acts  by  my  advice,  he  will  leave 
Woodstocrk,  and  resume  his  purpose  of  getting  to  the 
coast  without  d»  lay." 

"Well,  thpn,"  said  the  doctor,  "thou  suspirioni 
monster,  make  thy  demands,  and.  if  they  lie  such  as 
1  can  answer  without  betraying  confidence,  1  will  re- 
ply to  them." 

"In  the  first  place,  then,  what  is  all  this  ston-  sboot 
ghosts,  and  witchcrafts,  and  apparitions?  aiiddoyoa 
consider  it  as  safe  for  his  Majesty  to  srav  in  a  house 
8ubi"0t  to  such  visitatiims.  real  or  pretended  ?" 

"You  must  be  sati.sfied  with  my  answif  in  rerho 
ttarrrfiot Ut—l\u'  circumstances  vou  allude  to  will  pot 
c'ive  the  least  annoyance  to  Woodstock  during  the 
Kinsr's  n'sid«*ncp.  t  cannot  explain  farther;  but  for 
this  I  will  be  bound,  at  the  risk  of  my  n'-.-k." 

"  Then."  said  Lee,  •*  we  must  take  Di»ctor  R«>che- 
clifle's  hail  that  the  devil  will  keep  the  peace  townrds 
our  Sovenign  Lor. I  the  King— g<iod.  X(»w  there 
lurked  al»out  this  house  the  creater  part  of  yestenlay, 
and  perhaps  slept  hert\  a  fellow  called  Tomkins— a 
bitter  Indenendent,  and  a  secretary,  or  clerk,  or  sotne- 
thing  or  i>ther,  to  the  resricide  doc  De«U>rough.  The 
man  is  well  known— a  wild  ranter  in  reliiiioiis  opi- 
nions, but  in  private  affairs  far-sicrhted.  cnnnmg,  and 
inieresftd  even  as  any  rouue  of  them  all." 

"  Be  a.ssured  we  will  avail  ourselves  of  his  crnir 
fanaticism  to  mislead  his  wicked  cunnins;— a  child 
may  leail  a  hog  if  it  has  wit  to  fasten  a  curd  lo  the 
rincr  in  its  nose,"  replied  the  doctor. 

"You  may  be  deceived  "  said  Albert;"  the  ase 
has  many  such  as  this  fellow,  whose  views  of  fnc 
spiritual  and  temporal  world  are  so  ditfeivni,  that 
tney  resemble  the  eyes  of  a  squinting  man ;  one  of 
which,  oblique  and  diistorted,  sees  nothing  but  the 
end  of  his  nose,  while  the  other,  instead  of  partaking 
the  same  drfwit.  views  strongly,  sharply,  and  acutely, 
whatever  is  subjcctetl  to  its  scnitiny. 

"  But  we  will  put  a  patch  on  the  \yeUor  eye."  said 
the  doctor.  "  and  he  shall  only  be  allowed  to  sjjitu- 
late  with  the  imperfect  optic.  You  must  know,  this 
fellow  has  always  seen  tne  greatest  numbtT,  and  the 
most  hideous  apparitions;  he  has  not  the  ciMirage  of 
a  cat  in  such  matters,  thoiiffh  stout  enough  when  he 
hath  temf>oral  antagonists  before  him.  I  have  plaeed 
him  under  the  charge  of  Joceline  JolifTc,  who,  be- 
twixt plyimj  him  witli  sack  and  ghosi-storic*.  woukl 
make  him  incapable  of  knowing  what  was  done,  if 
you  were  to  proclaim  the  King  in  his  presence." 

"  But  why  kt'cp  such  a  fellow  here  at  all  ?" 

"Oh,  sir,  content  you ;— he  lies  leaguer,  as  a  sort  of 
ambassador  for  his  worthy  masters,  and  we  are 
secure  from  any  intnision  so  long  as  they  cet  all  the 
news  of  Woodstock  from  trusty  Tomkins.'* 

"  I  know  of  Joccline's  honesty  well,*'  said  Albert ; 
"and  if  he  can  a-jsure  me  that  he  will  ketp  n  watch 
over  th's  fellow,  I  will  so  far  trust  in  him.  He  di»es 
not  know  the  depth  of  the  stake,  'tis  tnie,  but  that 
my  life  is  concerned  will  be  quite  enough  to  keep 
him  vigilant.- Well,  then,  I  procc^'d  :— What  il 
Mark  ham  Everard  comes  down  on  us?" 

"We  have  his  word  to  the  contrary,"  answered 
Rocheelifle— "  his  woni  of  honour  trnnsmiiti.-d  by 
his  friend :— Do  you  think  it  likely  he  will  brt-ak  it  T 
"1  hold  him  incapable  of  doing  so,'*  answered 
Albert;  "and,  besides,  I  think  Markham  would 
make  no  bad  use  of  any  thing  which  might  coma 
to  his  knowledge — Yet  God  forbid  we  should  be 
under  the  neces.<iity  of  trusting  any  who  ever  won 
the  Parliament's  colours  in  a  matter  of  such  dear 
cuncernoient !" 
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"Amen!"   said   the  doctor.- "Are  your  doub(^  | 
silenced  now?" 

'*  I  still  have  an  obicction,"  said  Albert.  "  to  yon  - 
dor   impudent  rakehelly  fellow,   styling   nimself  n  \ 
cavalier,  who  pushed  himself  on  our  company  Ia^[  • 
night,  and  gamed  my  father's  heart  by  a  story  (it ' 
the  storm  of  Brentford,  which  I  dare  say  the  rog^!t= 
never  saw." 

"Vou  mistake  him,  dear  Albert,"  replied  Rochf - 
cliffe— "Roger  Wildrake,  although  till  of  late  I  only 
knew  him  by  name,  is  a  gentleman,  was  bred  at  tli^^ 
Inns  of  Ck)urt,  and  spent  his  estate  in  the  King'f 
sen-ice." 

"  Or  rather  in  the  devil's  service,"  said  Albert.  "  1 1 
is  such  fellows  as  he,  who,  sunk  from  the  license  ^jf 
their  niilitarv  habits  into  idle  debauched  ruffians,  in- 
fest the  land  with  riots  and  robberies,  brawl  in  hed^rj 
alehouses  and  cellars  where  strong  waters  are  sold  m 
midnight,  and^  with  their  deep  oaths,  their  hot  lo>' 
alty,  and  their  drunken  valour,  make  decent  men 
abominate  the  very  name  of  cavalier." 

"Alas!"  said  the  doctor,  "it  is  but  too  tnie;  but 
what  can  you  expect?    when  the  higher  and  mort^ 

analiiied  classes  are  broken  down  and  mingled  un- 
iptinguishably  Mrith  the  lower  orders  they  are  at>t 
to  lose  the  most  valuable  marks  of  their  quality  jn 
the  general  confusion  of  morals  and  manners— j"-' 
as  a  handful  of  silver  medals  will  become  defacril 
and  discoloured  if  jumbled  about  among  the  vulg:&r 
copper  coin.  Even  the  prime  medal  of  all,  whii  h 
we  royalists  would  so  willin;:;ly  wear  next  our  very 
hearts,  has  not,  perhaps,  entirely  escaped  some  de- 
terioration—Hut  let  other  tongues  than  mine  speak 
on  that  subject." 

Albert  Lee  paused  deeply  after  having  heard  these 
comfnunications  on  the  part  of  Rochecliftb.—"  Dor- 
tor,"  he  said,  "it  is  generally  agreed,  even  by  sonn 
who  think  you  may  occasionally  have  been  a 
little  over  busy  in  putting  men  upon  dangerous 
actions" 

"  May  God  forgive  them  who  entertain  so  false  an 
opinion  of  me !"  said  the  doctor. 

"  That,  nevertheless,  you  have  done  and 

suffered  more  in  the  King's  behalf  than  any  man  of 
>our  function." 

*'They  do  me  but  justice  there,'*  sakl  Doctor 
Rochecllffc— "  absolute  justice." 

"  I  am  therefore  disposed  to  abide  by  your  opinion, 
it  nil  thinirs  c(m8iden-<l,  you  think  it  safe  thai  we 
should  rernoin  at  Wt>od»took." 

"Thnt  is  not  the  question,"  answered  the  divine. 

"And  what  is  the  question,  then?"  replied  the 
youn^  soldier. 

"  Whether  ony  safer  course  can  be  pointed  out. 
I  sricve  to  say,  that  the  qij«;?;tion  must  be  compara- 
tive, as  lo  the  point  of  option.  Absolute  safety  is— 
nins  the  while !  -oiitof  theque?tion  on  all  sides.  Now, 
I  sav  Woodstock  in,  fenced  and  guarded  as  at  present, 
by  Inr  the  in«)sr  preferable  place  of  concealment." 

" Knoui?h,"  nplied  Albert,  " I  give  up  to  you  the 
qurstion,  as  to  a  i)erson  whose  knowledge  of  such 
important  ufl'nirs,  not  lo  mention  your  age  and  expe- 
rience, is  more  intimate  and  extensive  than  mme 
can  be." 

"You  do  well,"  answered  Rochecliflfe;  "and  if 
others  had  acted  with  the  like  distrust  of  their  own 
knowli'di;o,  and  confidence  in  competent  persons, 
it  had  iKX'n  better  for  tl»e  age.  This  makes  Under- 
»<Taiuiin;;  b:ir  hinisdf  up  within  his  fortalise,  and 
Wit  Ix-fako  himself  to  his  high  tower."  (Here  ho 
l«»ok'-d  around  his  cell  with  an  air  of  self-compla- 
c-«nr«'.)  The  wise  man  foreseeth  the  tempest,  and 
hi«l<^th  hitupi'lf." 

'*  Doctor,"  snid  All»err,  "  let  our  foresight  servo 
oth'^rp  far  more  preciou-  than  either  of  us.— Let  me 
o=*k  voii,  if  vou  have  wtll  c(msidcred  whether  our  pre- 
cit)ii«  chars*' should  remain  in  society  with  the  family, 
or  bt-t.'ikr  hiin«elf  to  some  of  the  more  hidden  comers 
of  thrhous**?" 

"  Hum !"  snid  thft  Doctor,  with  an  air  of  deep  rc- 
fl<Tti{»n— "  I  think  he  will  be  safest  as  Ia)u\8  Kerneguy, 
ki-'iTini;  hiin?('if  clow  l>eside  you" 

"I  fiar  ii  will  hn  necessary,"  added  Albert,  "that 
I  5cout  abroad  a  little,  and  show  myself  in  aome  dis- 


tant part  of  the  conntry,  lest,  coming  here  in  quest  of 
me.  they  should  find  higher  game." 

Pray  do  not  interrupt  me— Keeping  himself  close 
beside  you  or  your  father,  in  or  near  to  Victor  Lee*s 
apartment,  from  which  you  are  aware  he  can  make  a 
ready  escape,  should  danger  approach.— This  occurs 
to  me  as  best  fur  the  present—!  hope  to  hear  of  the 
vessel  to-day— to-morrow  at  farthest." 

Albert  Lee  bid  the  active  but  opinionated  man  good- 
morrow  ;  admiring  how  this  species  of  intrigue  had 
become  a  sort  of  element  in  which  the  doctor  seemed 
to  enjoy  himself^  notwithstanding  all  that  the  poet 
has  said  concerning  the  horrors  which  intervene  be- 
twixt the  conception  and  execution  of  a  conspiracy. 

In  returning  from  Doctor  Rochi-cliflc's  sanctuary, 
he  met  with  Joceline,  who  was  anxiously  seeking  liini. 
"  The  young  Scotch  gentleman,"  he  said,  in  a  mys- 
terious manner,  "  has  arisen  from  bed,  and,  hearing 
me  pass,  he  called  me  into  his  apartment'* 

"Well,"  replied  Albert.  "I  will  see  him  presently.** 

"And  he  asked  me  tor  fn>sh  linen  and  clothes. 
Now,  sir.  he  is  like  a  man  who  is  quite  accustomed  to 
be  obeyed,  so  I  gave  him  a  suit  which  happened  to  be  in 
a  wardrobe  in  the  west  tower,  and  some  of  your  linen 
to  conform ;  and  when  he  was  dressed,  he  com- 
manded me  to  show  him  to  the  presence  of  Sir  Henry 
Lee  and  my  young  lady.— I  would  have  said  some- 
thing, sir,  about  waiting  till  you  came  back,  but  he 
Eullecl  me  good-naturedly  by  the  hair,  (as,  indeed,  he 
as  a  rare  humour  of  his  own,)  and  told  me,  he  was 
guest  to  Master  .\lbert  Lee,  and  not  his  prisoner;— so^ 
sir,  though  I  thought  you  might  be  displeased  with  me 
for  giving  him  the  means  ofstirring  abroad,  and  per- 
haps being  seen  by  those  who  should  not  see  nioi, 
what  could  I  say?'^ 

"You  are  a  sensible  fellow,  Joceline,  and  compre- 
hend always  what  is  recommended  to  you.- 'This 
youth  will  not  be  controlled,  I  fear,  by  either  of  us  ; 
but  we  must  look  the  closer  after  his  safety— Yoa 
keep  your  watch  over  that  prying  fellow  the  stew 
ard  T 

"  Trust  him  to  my  care— on  that  side  have  no  fear. 
—But  ah,  sir !  I  would  we  had  the  young  Scot  in 
his  old  clothes  again,  for  the  ridiiig-suit  of  yours 
which  he  now  wears  hath  set  him  on  in  othcr-gucss 
fashion." 

From  the  manner  in  which  the  faithful  dependent 
expressed  himself,  Albert  saw  that  he  suspected  who 
the  Scottish  page  in  reality  was ;  yet  he  did  not  think 
it  proper  to  acknowhxlge  to  him  a  fact  of  such  im- 
portance, secure  as  he  was  equally  of  his  fidelity, 
whether  ex|>liciily  trusted  to  the  full  extent,  or  left  to 
his  own  conjectures.  FuH  of  anxious  thought,  he 
went  to  the  apartment  of  Victor  I«ee,  in  which  Jolifl^ 
told  him  he  would  find  the  party  assembled.  The 
sound  of  laughter,  as  he  laid  his  hand  on  the  lock  of 
the  door  almost  made  him  start,  so  singularly  did  it 
jar  with  the  doubtful  and  melancholy  retlections  which 
engaged  his  own  mind.  He  entered,  and  found  his 
fatnerin  high  good-humour,  laughing  and  conversing 
freely  with  his  young  charge,  whose  appearance  was, 
indeed,  so  much  changed  to  the  better  in  externals, 
that  it  seemed  scarce  |)ossible  a  night's  rest,  a  toilet, 
and  a  suit  of  decent  clothes^ could  have  done  so  much 
in  his  favour  in  so  short  a  time.  It  could  not,  how- 
ever, be  imputwl  to  the  mere  alteration  of  dress,  al- 
lhouj;h  that,  no  doubt,  had  its  effect.  There  was 
nothing  splendid  in  that  which  Louis  Kerneguy  (we 
continue  to  call  him  by  his  assumed  nnme)  now  wore. 
It  was  merely  a  ridinp-suit  of  gray  cloth,  with  aome 
silver  lace,  in  the  fashion  of  a  country  gentleman  of 
the  time.  But  it  happened  lo  fit  him  very  well,  and  to 
become  his  very  dark  complexion,  especially  as  he 
now  held  up  his  nead,  and  used  the  manners,  not  only 
of  a  wcU-behaved  but  of  a  highly-accomplished  gen- 
tleman. When  he  moved,  his  clumsv  and  awkward 
limp  was  exchanged  for  a  sort  of  shuf^e,  which,  as  it 
might  be  the  cons<Hiuencoofa  wound  in  those  perilous 
limes,  had  rather  an  interef»*ng  than  an  ungainly 
effect.  At  least  it  was  as  genteel  an  expression  that 
the  party  had  been  overhard  travelled,  as  the  most 
polite  pedestrian  could  propose  to  himself. 

Tlie  featuns  of  the  Wanderer  were  harsh  as  ever, 
but  bis  red  shock  peruke,  for  such  it  proved,  was  iaki 
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aside,  his  sable  elf-locks  were  trained,  by  a  little  of 
Joceline's  assistance,  into  curls,  and  his  fine  black 
eyes  shone  from  among  the  shade  of  these  curls,  and 
corresponded  with  the  animated,  though  not  hand- 
some, character  of  the  whole  head.  In  hia  conver- 
sation, he  had  laid  aside  all  the  coarseness  of  dialect 
which  he  had  so  strongly  affected  on  the  preceding 
evening;  and  although  he  continued  to  speak  a  little 
Scotch,  for  the  support  of  his  character  as  a  young 
gentleman  of  that  nation,  yet  it  was  not  in  a  degree 
which  rendered  his  speech  either  uncouth  or  unintel- 
ligible^ but  merely  afforded  a  certain  Doric  tinge 
essential  to  the  personage  he  represented.  No  person 
on  earth  could  belter  understand  the  society  in  which 
he  moved;  exile  had  made  him  acquainted  with  life 
in  all  its  shades  and  varieties— his  spirits  if  not  uni- 
form, were  elastic— he  had  that  species  of  Epicurean 
philosophy,  which,  even  in  the  most  extreme  diffi- 
culties and  dangi'rs,  can  in  an  interval  of  ease,  bow- 
ever  bricfl  avail  itself  of  the  enjoyments  of  the 
moment— he  was,  in  short,  in  youth  and  misforturte. 
as  afterwards  in  his  regal  condition,  a  good-humoured 
but  hard-hearted  voluptuary— wise,  save  where  his 
passions  intervened— benefioeni,  save  when   prodi- 

Sility  had  deprived  him  of  the  means,  or  prejudice  of 
e  wisli,  to  confer  benefits— his  faults  such  as  might 
often  have  drawn  down  hatred,  but  that  they  were 
mingled  with  so  much  urbanity,  that  the  injured  per- 
son felt  it  impossible  to  retain  the  full  sense  of  his 
wrongs. 

Albert  Lee  found  the  party,  consisting  of  his  father, 
sister,  and  ihe  sunposed  page:  seated  by  thebreakfast- 
tflhlej  at  which  lie  also  took  his  placa  He  was  a 
pensive  and  anxious  beholder  of  what  passed,  while 
the  page,  who  had  already  compleielv  gained  the 
heart  of  the  good  old  cavalier,  by  mimicking  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  Scottish  divines  preached  in  favour 
of  Ma  gude  Lord  Marquis  of  Argyle  and  the  Solemn 
League  and  Covenant,  was  now  endeavouring  to  in- 
terest the  fair  Alice  by  such  anecdotes,  partly  of  war- 
Uke  and  perilous  adventure,  as  possessed  the  same  de- 
gree of  interest  for  the  female  ear  which  they  have  had 
ever  since  Desdcmona's  days.  But  it  was  not  only 
of  dangers  by  land  and  sea  that  the  disguised  page 
spoke ;  but  much  more,  and  much  oftener,  on  foreigi) 
revels,  banquets,  balls,  wher?  the  pride  of  France,  of 
Spain,  or  of  the  Low  Countries,  was  exhibited  in  the 
eyes  of  their  most  eminent  beauties.  Alice  being  a 
very  vouiig  girl,  who,  in  consequence  of  the  Civil 
War,  had  been  almost  entirely  educated  in  the  coun- 
try, and  often  in  great  Sc'clusion,  it  was  certainly  no 
wonder  that  she  sliould  listen  with  willing  ears,  and 
a  ready  smile,  to  what  the  yotmg  gentleman,  their 
guest,  and  her  brorher's  protpg^,  told  with  so  much 
gayety,  and  inini;le(i  with  such  a  slinde  of  Jangerou!« 
adventure,  and  occnHioiially  of  serious  reflection,  as 
prevented  the  discourse  from  being  regarded  as  merely 
light  and  frivolous. 

In  a  word.  Sir  Henry  Lee  laughed,  Alice  smiled 
from  time  to  time,  and  all  were  satisfied  but  Albert, 
who  would  himself,  however,  have  been  scarce  able 
to  allege  a  sutficient  reason  for  his  depression  of 
spirits. 

The  materials  of  breakfast  were  at  last  removeti, 
under  the  active  superintendence  of  the  neat-handed 
Phcebe.  who  looked  over  her  shoulder,  and  lingered 
more  than  once,  to  listen  to  the  fluent  discourse  of 
their  new  guest,  whom,  on  the  preceding  evening,  she 
had.  while  in  attendance  at  supper,  accounted  one 
of  the  most  stupid  inmates  to  whom  the  gates  of 
Woodstock  had  been  opened  since  the  times  of  Fair 
Rosamond. 

Louis  Kerneguy  then,  when  they  were  left  only  four 
in  the  chamber,  without  the  interruption  of  domes- 
tics, and  the  succi^ssive  bustle  occasioned  bv  the  dis- 
cussion and  removal  of  tlie  morning  meal,  became 
apparently  sensible,  that  his  friend  and  ostensible 
patron  Albert  ought  not  altogether  to  be  siifTered  to 
drop  to  leeward  in  the  conversation,  while  lie  was 
himself  successfully  engacnns"  the  attention  of  those 
members  of  his  family  to  whom  he  had  become  so 
recently  known.  He  went  behind  his  chair,  there- 
/bre,  and,  /oanrng  on  the  back,  said  with  a  good-hu- 
noured  tuoe,  which  made  hia  purpose  euUTe\^  e^j^U^— 


"Either  my  good  firiend,  guide,  and  patron,  has 
heard  worse  news  this  morning  than  he  cares  to  tell 
us,  or  he  must  have  stumbled  over  my  tattered  jerkin 
and  leathern  hose,  and  acquired,  by  conract,  tbs 
whole  mass  of  stupidity  wliich  I  threw  off  last  nij^t 
with  those  most  dulorous  gannents.  Cheer  up,  my 
dear  Colonel  Albert,  if  your  affectionate  pas;e  may 
presume  to  say  so— you  are  in  coiiipanv  with  those 
whose  society,  dear  to  strangers,  must  ne  doubly  m 
to  you.  Odds-fish,  man,  cheer  up !  I  have  strn  )-oa 
gay  on  a  biscuit  and  a  mouthful  of  water-cRsae*— 
Qont  let  )'our  heart  fail  you  on  Rhcnish-wioe  and 
venison.'" 

"  Dear  Louis,"  said  Albert  rousing  himself  into 
exertion,  and  somewhat  ashamed  of  his  own  sUenct 
"  I  have  slept  worse^  and  been  astir  earlier  than  you. 

"Be  it  so,"  said  his  father ;  ''yet  I  hold  it  no  guod 
excuse  for  your  sullen  silence.  Albert,  you  have  out 
your  sister  and  me,  so  long  separated  from  you,  lo 
anxious  on  your  behalf,  almost  like  mere  strangers, 
and  yet  you  are  returned  safe  to  ua,  and  you  find  m 

"  Returned  indeed— but  for  safety,  my  dear  father, 
that  word  must  be  a  stranger  to  ua  Wurctrster  fulk  :or 
sonie  time.  However,  it  is  not  my  own  safety  aboot 
which]  am  anxious." 

"About  whose,  then,  should  you  be  anxious?— All 
accounts  agree  that  the  King  is  safe  out  of  the  doi^'i 
jaws." 

"Not  without  some  danger,  though,"  mattered 
Louis,  thinking  of  his  encounter  with  Gtevis  on  the 
cedf 


preceding  evening. 

"No,  not  witliout  danger,  indeed,"  echoed  die 
knight ;  "  but,  as  old  Will  says, — 

*  Ttiere'«  mich  divinity  doUi  tiedm  ■  kiof . 

Tliat  uvanou  dares  out  peep  at  wtiat  it  would.* 

No,  no— thank  God,  that's  cared  for;  our  Hope  and 
Fortune  is  escaped,  so  all  news  alfirni,  escapt-d  from 
Bristol— if  I  thought  otherwise,  Albert,  1  should  bt  as 
sad  as  you  arc.  For  the  rest  of  it,  I  have  lurked  a 
month  in  this  house  when  discovery  would  havebwn 
death,  and  that  is  no  longer  since  than  after  LuM 
Holland  and  the  Duke  of  Buckingham's  risia?  it 
Kingston ;  and  hang  me,  if  I  thought  once  of  twist- 
ing mv  brow  into  such  a  tragic  fold  as  yours,  but 
cocked  my  hat  at  misfortune  as  a  cavalier  should." 

"If  I  might  put  in  a  word,"  said  Louis,  "  it  would 
be  to  assure  Coloiiel  Albert  I«ee  that  I  verily  believe 
the  King  would  think  his  own  hap,  wherever  be  maf 
be,  much  the  worse  that  his  best  subjects  were  seixea 
with  dejection  on  his  account." 

"  Vou  answer  boldly  on  the  king^s  part,  yoimg man," 
said  Sir  Henry. 

"Oh,  my  lather  was  meikle  about  the  Kina'i 
hand,"  answered  Louis,  recollecting  his  present  chit- 
racter. 

"No  wonder,  then,"  said  Sir  Henrj-,  "that  yoa 
have  so  soon  recovered  your  good  spints  and  good 
breeding,  when  you  heard  of  liis  Majesty's  e^csrc. 
Why,  you  are  no  more  like  the  !ad  we  saw  last  nij^t, 
than  the  best  hunter  I  ever  had  was  hke  a  dray- 
horse." 

"Oh,  there  is  much  in  rest,  and  fotjd,  and  groom- 
ing," answered  Louis.  "  Vou  would  hardly  know  tht 
tirtfd  jade  you  dismounted  frt>iD  last  night,  wiicn  she 
is  brought  out  prancing  and  neigh ine  the  next  monh 
ing.  reeled,  refreshe<l,  and  ready  lo  start  again— espi* 
cially  if  the  brute  hadri  some  good  blood,  for  such  p^ck 
up  unco  fast." 

"  Well,  then,  but  since  thy  father  was  a  counirr, 
and  thou  hast  learned,  I  think,  something  of  i\ie  trade, 
tell  us  a  little,  Master  Kerneguy,  about  him  we  love 
most  to  hear  about— the  King;  we  are  nil  safe  and 
secret,  you  need  not  f>e  afraid.  He  was  a  biipenil 
youth ;  I  trust  his  flourishing  blossom  now  gives  ,)nh 
inise  of  fruit  ?" 

As  the  knight  spoke,  IxMiis  bent  his  eyes  on  tin 
ground,  and  seemed  at  first  uni*ertain  what  toanswA 
Hut  admirable  at  extricating  himself  from  such  di- 
lemmas, he  replied,  "That  he  really  could  not  pn- 
sume  lo  speak  on  such  a  subject  in  the  prei«enceotiui 
patron,  C^oione.l  Albert  Lee,  *.h.)  must  be  a  mu«*hbK- 
.  ter  judge  of  the  character  of  Kins  Charles  thin  bi 
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AUK-rt  was  accordingly  next  assailed  bv  the  knight, 
8Pcond(\l  by  Alice,  for  eonie  account  of  nis  Maje8t>''8 
character. 

**  I  will  speak  but  according  to  facta,"  said  Albert; 
"and  then  I  must  l»e  acquitted  of  partiality.  If  the 
King  had  not  possessed  enterprise  and  military  skill, 
he  never  would  have  attempted  the  expedition  to 
Worcester;— had  he  not  had  personal  courage,  he  had 
Dot  so  lon£(  disputed  the  battle  that  Cromwell  almost 
jud;;ed  it  lost.  That  he  poss(>ssf's  prudence  and  pa- 
tience, must  be  argued  from  the  circumstances  attend- 
ing his  flight;  and  that  he  has  the  love  of  his  subjects, 
is  evident,  since,  necessarily  known  to  many,  he  has 
been  bttrayed  by  none." 

'*  For  shame,  Albert  1"  nplied  his  sister ;  "  is  that 
the  way  a  good  cavalier  doles  out  the  character  of  his 
Prinrt",  appljing  an  instance  at  every  concession,  like 
a  pedlar  measuring  linen  with  his  rod  ?— Out  upon 
you !— no  wonder  you  were  iMjaten,  if  you  fought  as 
coldly  for  your  King  as  you  now  talk  for  him." 

"  I  did  my  best  to  trace  a  likeness  from  what  I  have 
i«*n  and  known  of  the  original,  sister  Alice,"  rt^plied 
her  brother.— "  If  you  woiilu  have  a  fancy  portrait,  you 
must  cet  nn  artist  of  more  imagination  than  I  have  to 
draw  it  for  you." 

"I  will  Ik*  that  artist  myself,"  said  Alice,  "and,  in 
wty  portrait,  our  M(»narch  shall  show  all  that  he  ought 
to  he,  having  surh  high  pretensions— all  that  he  must 
bi',  iK'ing  so  loftily  descendeii— all  that  I  am  sure  he 
is,  ami  that  ever>' loyal  heart  in  the  kingdom  ought  to 
bfrlieve  him." 

"  Well  said,  Alice,"  quoth  the  old  knight.—"  Look 
thou  upon  this  picture,  and  on  this!— Here  is  our  young 
friend  shall  jmlge.  1  wuger  my  l>cst  nag— that  is.  I 
would  wager  him  had  I  one  left— that  Alice  proves  the 
bt'tter  painter  of  the  two.— My  eon's  bram  is  still 
mistv,  I  think,  since  his  defeat— he  has  not  cot  the 
smote  of  Worcester  out  o(  it.  Plague  on  thee !— a 
young  man,  and  cast  down  for  one  beating!  Had  you 
be<'n  hauRr-d  twenty  times  like  me,  it  had  been  time 
to  look  grrive.— But  come,  Alice,  forward  ;  the  colours 
are  niixe*J  on  your  pallet— forward  with  something 
that  shall  show  like  one  of  Vandyke's  living  portraits, 
p!ar»Ki  bcajde  the  dull  dry  presentation  there  of  our 
anc«'stor  Victor  Lee." 

Alic«'.  it  must  be  observed,  had  been  educated  by 
her  father  in  tin-  notions  of  hjijh,  and  even  exagge- 
rnt<il  loyalty,  whirh  charartrri7«-d  the  cavaliirs,  and 
t.ho  wjif*  nally  an  enthusiast  in  the  royal  cause. 
But  brsidfs,  she  w:is  in  good  spirits  at  h'-r  bro- 
tlur's  Inppy  ntuni,  and  wished  to  prolong  the  gay 
huniour,  in  which  her  father  had  of  late  scarcely  ever 
itidiili!''d. 

*'  Wrll  then,"  she  said,  "though  I  am  no  Apelles,  I 
will  try  to  nnint  an  Alexander,  surh  as  I  hopt\  and  am 
dt  Ti  rmiiu'*!  to  brlicve,  vx\^t»  in  the  person  of  our  e.x- 
ili d  sovi  niirn,  soon  I  trust  to  be  restored.  And  I  will 
not  CO  fnrth«'r  than  his  own  family.  Ho  shall  .have 
all  till'  cliivalrons  courage,  all  the  warlike  skill,  of 
H«iirv  of  FVancr,  his  crandfatlur,  in  order  to  place 
liini  on  thr  throne;— all  his  benevolence,  love  of  his 
jM  ilIm,  patienrr  evm  of  impli.asing  advice,  sacrifice 
«#:'  his  own  wishes  and  pleafun's  to  therommonwral. 
that.  s«';»t«(l  there,  \\c  may  be  blest  while  living,  and 
so  Imiiit  reniembtrred  wiien  dead,  that  for  ages  after  it 
siirill  be  thonuht  sarrihge  to  breathe  an  aspersion 
n'.minsi  the  throne  whtrhne  has  wcupiwl !  Long  after 
ji«-  i<  Head,  while  th<re  remains  an  old  man  who  has 
iMvfi  him,  w»  re  ihe  eondilion  of  that  survivor  no  higher 
than  a  irroom  or  a  menial,  his  ago  shall  be  provide^] 
for  at  the  publie  charge,  and  his  gray  hairs  regarded 
witii  nn>Te  flistiueiion  than  an  earl's  coronet,  becau.se 
he  rrmemU-rs  the  se<*ond  Charles,  the  monarch  of 
rvi  rv  heart  in  F.risland  !" 

^\  liile  Aliee  siH>ke,  she  was  hardly  conscious  of  the 
pr<  «i-nco  of  any  one  save  her  father  and  brother  j  for 
tti.-  pau;e  wifh(irew  himself  somewhat  from  ihecirele, 
and  iliere  was  nothing  to  remind  her  of  him.  She 
gav"  the  reins,  thi  n-fore,  to  her  enthusiasm,  and  as 
the  leart*  clittered  in  her  <  ye,  and  her  beautiful  features 
became  animated,  she  se<'m<?ii  like  a  descended  cherub 
ppKlaiininir  the  viriiieH  of  a  patrioi  monarch.  The 
p<i*oii  ehieriy  inter*  stj-d  in  her  dewnption  held  him- 
clIj  buck,  as  we  havu  Baid.  and  concealed  lii«  own 


features,  yet  ao  as  to  preserve  a  full  view  of  the  beao* 
tiful  speaker. 
Albert  Lee,  conscious  in  whose  presence  thiseulo- 

fuum  was  pronounced,  was  much  embarrassed;  but 
lis  father,  all  whose  feelings  were  ilattertd  by  the  pa- 
negyric, was  in  rapture. 

So  much  for  the  Khig^  Alice,"  he  said ;  "  and  now 
for  the  A/an." 

"For  the  man,"  replied  Ahce  in  the  same  tone, 
"need  I  wish  him  more  than  the  paternal  virtues  of 
his  unhappy  father,  of  whom  his  worst  enemies  have 
reconh-d,  tHat  if  moral  virtues  and  religious  faith  were 
to  be  selected  as  the  qualities  which  merited  a  crown, 
no  man  could  plead  the  iH)Ssession  of  them  in  a  higher 
or  more  indisputable  (icgree.  Temperate,  wise,  and 
frugal,  yet  munificent  in  rewarding  merit-  a  friend  to  , 
letters  and  the  muses,  but  a  severe  discourager  of  the 
misuse  of  such  gifts— a  worthy  gentleman — a  kind 
master- the  best  friend,  the  nest  father,  the  best 
Christian" Her  voice  began  to  falter,  and  her  fa- 
ther's handkerchief  was  already  at  his  eyes. 

"He  was,  girl— he  was!"  exclaimed  Sir  Henry; 
"but  no  more  on' t,  I  churge  ye— no  more  on't — 
enough ;— let  his  son  but  possess  his  virtues,  with 
better  advistrs,  and  belter  fortunes,  and  he  will  be 
all  that  England,  in  her  warmest  wishes,  could  dt^ 
sire." 

There  was  a  pause  after  this ;  for  Alice  felt  as  if 
she  had  spoken  too  frankly  and  too  zealously,  for  her 
sex  and  youth.  Sir  Henry  was  occupied  in  melan- 
choly recollections  on  the  fate  of  his  late  sovereign, 
while  Kemeguy  and  his  supposed  patron  felt  embar- 
rassid,  |)erhaps  from  a  crmsciousiiess  that  the  real 
Charles  fell  far  short  of  his  ideal  character,  as  de- 
signed in  such  glowing  colours.  In  some  cases,  ex- 
aggerated or  unappropriate  praise  becomes  the  most 
severe  satire. 

But  such  reflections  were  not  of  a  nature  to  be  long 
willingly  cherished  by  the  person,  to  vNhom  they 
might  h.ive  been  of  great  advantage.  He  assumed  a 
tone  of  raiUery,  which  is,  perhaps,  the  readiest  mode 
of  escaping  from  the  feelings  of  self-repn)of.  "  Eveiy 
cavalier,"  he  said,  "should  bend  his  knee  to  thanx 
3Iistre»8  Alice  Lee  for  having  made  such  a  flattering 
portrait  of  the  King  their  master,  by  laying  under 
contribution  for  his  benefit  the  virtues  of  all  his  an- 
cestors;-only  there  was  one  point  he  would  not 
have  expecteJa  female  painter  to  have  passed  over  in 
silence.  When  she  made  him,  in  right  of  his  grand- 
father and  father,  a  muster  of  royal  and  individual 
(jxeellences,  why  could  she  not  have  endowed  him  at 
the  same  time  with  his  mother's  ^lersonal  charms? — 
Why  should  not  the  son  of  Henrietta  Maria,  the  fin- 
est woman  of  her  day,  add  the  reeoinmendations  of  a 
handsome  face  and  figure  to  his  internal  qualities? — 
he  had  the  same  hereditary  title  to  good  looks  as  to 
mental  qualifications;  and  the  picture,  with  siu'h  an 
addition,  would  be  perfect  in  its  way— and  God  send 
it  might  be  a  resemblance!" 

"I  understand  you.  Master  Kerneguy,"  said  Alices 
"bill  I  am  no  fairj',  to  Usujw,  as  those  do  m  the 
nursery  tales,  gifts  which  Providence  has  deuK'd.  I 
am  woman  enouMh  m  have  made  inquiries  on  the 
subject,  and  I  know  the  gemral  report  is,  that  the 
King,  to  have  been  the  son  ot  such  handsome  pa- 
nnt.H.  id  unusually  hard-favoured." 

"  Good  God,  sister !"  said  Albert,  starting  impa- 
tiently from  his  seal. 

"  Why,  vou  yourself  told  me  so."  said  Alice,  sur- 
prised at  t}ie  emotion  he  ttatifirti ;      and  you  said"— 

"This  is  intolerable,"  multere<l  Albert- "I  must 
out  to  speak  with  Joceline  without  delay— Louis," 
(with  an  imploring  look  to  Kerneguy,)  "you  wiU 
surely  come  with  me?" 

"I  would  with  all  my  heart,"  said  Kerneguy,  smil- 
ing Ynalieiously;  "but  you  see  how  I  sulKr  still  frcim 
lamene{«s.— Nay,  nay,  Albert,"  he  whiswred,  resist- 
ing young  Lee's  attempts  to  prevail  on  nini  to  leave 
the  room,  "can  you  suppose  I  am  fool  enough  to  be 
hurt  by  this  7— on  the  contrary,  I  have  a  detire  ol 
profiting  by  it." 

"May  God  grant  it!"  said  Lee  to  himself,  as  he 
left  the  room—"  it  will  In*  the  firsi  leeture  you  ever 
profited  by;  and  tlie  dcvii  confound  the  plots  and 
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plotters  who  made  me  brins  you  to  thifl  place !"    So 
Baying,  he  carried  his  ditx-'uiaeiit  forth  into  the  Park. 


CHAPTER   XXIII. 

For  there.  ri>ejr  nr.  iH»  dnilr  doth  frequeot 
With  uiin'ritrniiu*(l  Nmxic  roinpttnioni  < 
While  he,  yuun«r.  waiium,  and  eircrainate  twy. 
Taken  on  tlio  point  of  honour,  to  mippurt 
8u  di««olute  a  crvw.— Richard  11. 

The  conyorHatioii  which  Albert  had  in  vain  endea- 
voured to  interrupt,  flowed  on  in  the  same  course 
after  he  had  left  the  room.  It  entertainj/d  Louie  Kor- 
neguy ;  for  per2H)nal  vanity,  or  an  ovtrr  sinsitiveneHS 
to  deserved  reproof,  were  not  among  the  faults  of  his 
character,  and  were  indetnl  incompatible  witii  an 
understanding,  which,  combined  witn  more  strength 
of  principle,  steadiness  of  exertion,  and  self-denial, 
might  have  placed  Charles  high  on  the  list  of  Knglish 
monarch?.  On  the  other  hand.  Sir  Henry  listenefl 
with  natural  delight  to  the  noble  sentiments  uttered 
by  a  being  so  beloved  as  his  daiightur.  His  own 
parts  were  rather  steady  than  brilliant ;  and  he  had 
that  species  of  imagination  which  is  not  easily  ex- 
cited without  the  action  of  another,  as  the  electrical 
globe  only  scintillates  when  rubl)ed  against  its  cush- 
ion. He  was  well  pleased,  therefore^  when  Kerneguy 
pursued  the  conversation,  by  ob.'Hjrving  that  Mistress 
Alice  Lee  had  not  explained  how  thesamegiwd  fairy 
that  conferred  moral  qualities,  could  not  also  remove 
corporeal  blemishes. 

"  You  mistake,  sir,"  said  Alice.  "  I  confer  nothing. 
I  do  but  attempt  to  paint  our  King  such  as  I  hopt  he 
is— such  as  I  am  sure  he  may  bf,  should  he  himself 
desire  to  be  so.  The  same  gi.>neral  nport  which 
speaks  of  his  countenance  as  unprepossessing,  de- 
scribes his  talents  as  being  of  the  lirst  onler.  He 
has,  therefore,  the  means  of  arriving  at  excellence, 
should  he  cultivate  them  sedulously  and  employ 
them  usefully— shotdd  he  rule  his  passions  and  be 
guided  by  his  understanding.  Every  good  man  can- 
not be  wise:  but  it  is  in  the  power  of  every  wise 
man,  if  he  pleases,  to  be  as  emment  for  virtue  as  for 
talent." 

Young  Kerneguy  rose  briskly,  and  took  a  turn 
through  the  room;  and  ere  the  knight  could  make 
any  observation  on  the  singular  vivacity  in  which  he 
had  indulgefl,  he  threw  himself  again  into  his  chair, 
and  said,  in  rather  an  altered  tone  of  voice— "It 
seems,  then.  Mistress  Alice  Lee,  that  the  good  friends 
who  have  described  this  poor  King  to  you,  have  been 
as  unfavourable  in  their  account  of  his  morals  as  of 
his  person  ?" 

"The  truth  must  be  better  known  to  you,  sir,"  said 
Alice^  "  than  it  can  be  to  me.  Some  rumours  there 
have  been  which  accuse  him  of  a  license,  which, 
whatever  allowance  flatterers  make  for  it,  noes  not, 
to  say  the  least,  become  the  son  tif  the  Martyr — I 
shall  be  happy  to  have  these  contradicted  on  good 
authority." 

"I  am  surprised  at  your  folly,"  said  Sir  Henry  Lee, 
"in  hinting  at  such  things,  Alice;  a  pack  of  scandal, 
invented  by  the  rascals  who  have  usurped  the  govern- 
ment—a  thing  devised  by  the  enemy." 

"Nay,  sir,"  said  Kerneguy,  laughing,  "wo  must 
not  let  our  zeal  charge  the  enemy  with  more  scandal 
than  they  actually  deserve.  Mistress  Alice  has  put 
the  Question  to  me.  I  can  only  answer,  that  no  one 
can  be  more  devotedly  attached  to  the  King  than  I 
myself,  that  I  am  very  partial  to  his  merits  and  blind 
to  his  defects;— and  that,  in  short,  I  would  he  the 
last  man  in  the  world  to  give  up  his  cause  where  it 
was  tenable.  Never thf  less,  I  nnist  confess,  that  if 
&il  his  grandfather  of  Navarre's  morals  have  not  de- 
scended to  him.  this  poor  King  has  somehow  inhe- 
rited a  share  ot  the  specks  that  were  thought  to  dim 
the  lustre  of  that  great  Prince— that  Charles  is  a  little 
soft-hearted  or  so,  where  beauty  is  concerned.— Do 
not  bVame  him  too  severelv,  pretty  Mistress  Alice; 
when  a  man's  hard  fate  has  nnven  him  among  thorns, 
It  were  surely  hard  to  prevent  him  from  triflmg  with 
the  few  roses  he  may  find  among  them  ?" 

Alive,  who  probably  thought  the  conversation  had 
gone  Uu  enought  roM  wliile  MaBtcr  KeTues>xv  ^^ 


speaking,  and  was  leaving  the  room  before  lie  had 
finiwhcd,  without  apparently  hearing  the  interr«>^atiun 
with  which  he  concluded.  Her  lather  approved  of 
her  departure,  not  thinking  the  turn  which  Kf  meguy 
had  givpn  to  the  discourse  altogether  fit  for  her  pre- 
senct-;  and,  desirous  civilly  to  break  off  the  conver- 
sation, "  I  si>e,"  he  said,  "  this  is  about  the  time,  wh»:n, 
as  Will  says,  the  household  affairs  will  call  nty 
daughter  hence;  I  will  therefore  chalitnge  you,  yo'ing 
gentleman^  to  stretch  your  limbs  in  a  little  exercise 
with  me,  either  at  single  rapier,  orra^i'krand  poniard, 
l>a<'k-8word,  spadr(K)n,  or  your  national  weapons  of 
broadsword  and  target;  for  all,  or  any  of  which,! 
think  we  shall  find  implements  in  the  hall." 

It  would  be  too  high  a  distinction.  Master  Kerne- 
guy said,  for  a  i)oor  page  to  be  permitted  to  try  a  pus- 
sage  of  arms  with  a  knight  so  renowned  as  Sir  Ht;nry 
Lee.  and  he  hoped  to  enjoy  so  great  an  honour  before 
he  left  VVcxKJstock;  but  at  the  present  moment  his 
lameness  continued  to  sive  him  so  much  polo,  tbit 
he  should  shame  himstit  in  the  attempt. 

Sir  Henry  tlu;n  offered  to  read  him  a  play  of  Shak- 

rare,  and  for  (his  purpose  turned  up  King  Richard 
But  hardly  had  he  commenced  with 

"  Old  John  of  Gaunt,  time-honoured  Lancaster ,** 

when  the  youn^  gentleman  was  seized  with  such  ao 
incontrollable  ht  of  the  cramp  as  could  only  be  nr- 
lioved  by  immediate  exercise.  He  therefore  bc^ed 
permission  to  In>  allowed  to  saunt-r  nbroatl  for  a  Tittle 
while,  if  Sir  Henry  Lee  considered  he  might  venture 
without  danger. 

"  I  can  answer  for  the  two  or  three  of  our  people 
that  are  still  left  about  the  plac4:,"  said  Sir  Henry; 
"and  I  know  my  son  has  disposed  them  so  as  to  be 
constantly  on  the  watch.  If  you  hear  the  bell  toll  at 
th(.-  LfKlge,  I  advise  you  to  come  straight  home  by  the 
way  of  l\\v  King's  oak,  which  you  see  in>'ondrr  glide 
towering  above  the  n^st  of  the  trees.  We  will  have 
some  one  stationed  there  to  mtruduce  you  socreUy 
into  the  house." 

The  page  listened  to  these  cautions  with  the  impa- 
tience of  a  schoolboy,  who,  desirous  of  enjoying  tiia 
holiday,  hears  without  marking  the  advice  of  tutor 
or  parent,  about  taking  care  not  to  catch  cold  aitd  ao 
forth. 

The  absence  of  Alice  Lee  had  removed  all  which 
had  rendered  the  interior  of  the  Lodge  agreeable,  and 
the  mercurial  young  page  tied  with  pre:upitation  from 
the  exerci.se  and  amusement  which  Sir  Hmry  had 
proi.K)sed.  He  girded  on  his  rapier,  and  threw  his 
cloak,  or  rather  that  which  belonged  to  his  borrowed 
suit,  al)out  him,  bringing  up  the  lower  part  so  as  ti} 
muffle  the  face  and  show  only  the  eyes  over  it,  which 
was  a  comnum  way  of  weanng  them  in  those  days, 
both  in  streets,  in  the  country,  and  in  public  pluci:& 
when  men  had  a  mind  to  be  private,  and  to  avi»id 
interruption  from  salutations  and  greetings  in  the 
market-place.  He  hurri<?d  acn>ss  the  op«*n  spard 
which  divided  the  front  of  the  Lodge  from  the  wood, 
with  the  haste  of  a  bird  escaped  from  thecagt\  which, 
though  joyful  at  its  liberation,  is  at  the  same  time 
sensible  of  its  need  of  protection  ami  shelter.  The 
wood  seemed  to  afford  these  to  the  human  fugitive, 
as  it  might  have  done  to  the  bird  in  question. 

When  under  the  shadow  of  the  branches,  and  within 
the  verge  of  the  forest,  covered  from  obsi^rvation,  yet 
with  the  power  of  sur>'eving  the  front  of  the  LfKlp:, 
and  all  the  open  ground  Wfore  it,  the  supposed  Louis 
Kerneguy  meditated  on  his  escape. 

"  What  an  infliction— to  fence  with  a  gouty  old 
man,  who  knows  not,  I  dare  say,  a  trick  of  the 
sword,  which  was  not  familiar  in  the  days  of  old 
Vincent  Saviolo!  or,  as  a  change  of  misery,  to  hear 
him  read  one  of  those  wildernesses  of  scem's  which 
the  English  call  a  play,  from  prologue  to  epikigue^ 
from  Enter  the  first  to  the  final  Exatnt  cinncs—ta 
unparalleled  horror— a  penance  which  would  have 
made  a  dungeon  darker,  and  added  dulness  even  to 
W.xxlstoi'k !" 

Hen;  he  stopped  and  looked  around,  then  continued 
his  meditations—"  So  then,  it  was  here  that  the  ny 
old  Norman  secluded  his  pretty  mistress— I  warrant, 
k  vi\\ho\ii  h&vicHt  seen  her,  that  Rosamond  Clifibnl  wu 
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never  half  so  hand?onie  as  that  lovely  Alice  Lee. 
Ami  what  a  soul  there  is  in  the  girl's  eye!— with  what 
ahRndonincni  of  all  roHpccta,  save  that  expres&iing  the 
iijtercHi  of  the  moment,  she  poun-d  forth  her  tide  of 
cnthiiMasm !  Were  I  to  be  long  here,  in  spite  of  pru- 
dence, and  half-a-dozen  very  venerable  obstacles  be- 
t:ile9j  I  should  be  tempted  to  try  to  reconcile  her  to 
the  mditK^rent  visage  of  this  same  hard-favourer! 
Prince.— Hard-favoured  7— it  is  a  kind  of  treason  for 
one  who  pretends  to  so  uuich  loyalty,  to  say  so  of  the 
Kind's  features,  and  in  my  mmd  ueser\'es  punish- 
ment. .Ah,  preitv  Mistress  Alice!  many  a  Mistress 
Alice  before  you  has  made  dreadful  exclamations  on 
the  irregularities  of  mankind,  and  the  wickedness  of 
the  as{e,  and  ended  by  being  glad  to  look  out  for  apolo- 
giei*  for  their  own  share  in  them.  Bui  then  her  father— 
the  stout  old  cavalier— niy  father's  old  friend— should 
such  n  thing  befall,  it  would  break  his  heart !  Break  a 
pudding's  end— he  has  more  sense.  If  I  give  his 
grindson  a  title  to  quarter  the  arms  of  Kngland, 
wlini  matter  if  a  bar  sinister  is  drawn  across  tnem  1 
— Pshaw  !  far  from  nn  abatement,  it  is  a  point  of  ad- 
dition—the  heralds  in  their  next  visitation  will  place 
him  higher  in  the  roll  for  it.  Th«n,  if  he  did  wince  a 
li!f!e  at  tirst,  does  not  the  old  traitor  deserve  it;— first. 
for  his  disloyal  intention  of  punching  mine  anointed 
botjy  black  and  blue  with  hi^  vile  foils— and  secondly, 
h;«  ritrociou  scorn  plot  with  Will  Shaks]M;are,  a  fellow 
as  niiK-h  out  of  date  as  himself,  to  rend  me  to  death 
with  five  acts  of  a  historical  plav,  orchr<»nicIe,  'biini' 
lh»*  ritoons  Life  and  Death  of  Richard  the  Second  ? 
0(J(ls-tish,  mv  own  life  is  piteous  enough,  as  ]  think  ; 
and  my  death  may  match  it,  for  aught  I  sec  coming 
yi  t.  .\li,  but  then  inebr<)th(r— my  friend— my  guide — 
my  tTJard- So  far  as  this  little  proposed  intrigue  con- 
c»'nis  him,  sucli  practising  would  be  thought  not  auite 
f'lir.  But  your  bouncing,  swaggering  revengeful  bro- 
thers exist  only  on  the  theatre-  Your  dire  revenge, 
with  which  a  brother  perst?cuted  a  iK»or  fellow  wh(^ 
had  si  duced  his  sister,  or  been  s«Hluced  by  her,  as  the 
C'i«t^  might  be,  as  relentlessly  as  if  he  had  trodden  on 
hi«  toes  without  making  an  apology,  is  entirely  out  of 
f:islii«in,  siurp  Dorset  killed  the  Lt»rd  Bruce  many  a 
lon:^  veiir  since.*  Pshaw !  whin  a  King  is  iht"  of- 
fender, the  bravest  imni  sacrifices  nothing  by  pocket- 
ing a  little  wron:;  which  he  cannot  ixrsonally  resent. 
Arid  in  France,  tliere  i8n(»t  a  noble  house,  where  each 
inili\i(liial  would  not  cock  his  hat  an  inch  higher,  if 
t!ivy  eould  bousf  '^f  such  a  left-handed  alliance  with 
thn  Grand  Monannie." 

.Stub  wcr..'  the  thoimhts  which  rushed  ihrouirh  the 
mind  of  f'harles,  at  his  first  quitting  the  Lodge  of 
Woi^lstock,  and  pliincin«  into  the  forest  that  sur- 
rouiuii*<l  it.  His  prolliiraie  logic,  however,  was  not  the 
r«'sult  of  his  nniurui  disposition,  nor  n.i'eived  without 
f<f-n  pie  by  his  «:i)und  uudi-rstaniiinu.  It  was  a  train 
of  r-  -)>/)rilng  whicii  ii«-.  had  Ixeii  led  tn  adopt  fnmi  his 
lih»  flosi'  iiitinncy  with  ih'-  witty  and  prolbgntt!  youth 
o*'  »ia;di;y  by  whom  he  had  b«:en  surrounded.  It  aro.'*e 
from  ilic  e\il  coiiiinuiiicN'iiion  with  Villiers,  Wilmot, 
Si  "lb  V,  and  oihers,  who^^o  genius  was  d«'Stincd  to  cor- 
rupt tlini  :vM'.  and  the  Monarch  on  whom  its  charac- 
u  r  afi»  rwards  came  so  much  to  depi'nd.  Such  men, 
bred  airitdsr  the  licens.*  of  civil  war,  and  without  ex- 
p.'nen:*iiii|j  that  curb  wliiih  in  ordinnry  times  the  au- 
thor ty  of  pnp.-nts  and  n^laiions  itnpos*s  upon  the 
h-.Mliong  p:is,Mons  of  Vifuih,  were  praetiseil  in  every 
spuus  ol  vi^e.  and  could  reeorufneiid  it  as  w>'l|  by 
pref.  nt  aM  by  example,  turning  into  ijitiless  ridicule 
.ill  'hi»«e  nnbirr  fe«'lin-s  whieli  withliohl  men  from 
iir  iiiiVirig  liwle^s  p;i>sion.  TIk- events  of  the  King's 
1. 1-  M.iil  also  favoured  lii.«»  r- option  of  this  Epicurean 
fii'-tti.ie.  Hi,'  Haw  hims^^lf,  with  the  highest  claims  to 
"-•iipHthy  and  as^istanci-,  coldly  regarded  by  the 
Ci'ir's  whieh  he  vi*;iti'd,  rilher  as  a  iM-rmitte*!  suj)- 
r-!  iin.  than  an  exi'tnl  moiiareh.  He  bf^hnld  his  t>wn 
ri-Hii-  an  I  elnims  lreate<l  w.th  si^)rn  and  inrlitfereneo; 
arii!.  Ill  the  sniiie  profMiriion,  he  was  nM'oncibd  to  the 
h-ir  ■-Mi-aried  aMi  vllij*'i  course  «if  dissipation,  which 
jr.i'Mi.Jid  him  iimindi:iie  indulgence.  If  this  was 
oh::,  lid  at  the  *'\:.in.:«-  of  the  happiness  of  others, 

■  'I  »iiis  m-l  inplmly  •«•«.'>•  nir»\  lifl  fotinil  in  Mih  Oifirdfan.  An 
itii  i/ii.-  lit  r.finf  S:irkwllv,  a(\ur»uniri  Kmi  ul'  Dtirwt,  uai<  llio 
r«iii-'  i>f  tl«ii  raid]  tlubL 
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should  he  of  all  men  be  scrupulous  upon  the  subject 
since  he  treated  others  only  as  the  world  treated 
him  ? 

But  although  the  fotmdntions  of  this  unhappy  ays 
tem  had  been  laid,  the  Prince  was  not  at  this  eariy 

K'riod  80  fiilly  devoted  to  it  as  he  was  found  to  have 
/come,  when  a  door  was  unexpectedly  opened  for 
his  restoration.  On  the  contrary,  though  the  train  of 
pay  reasoning  whieh  we  have  above  stated,  as  if  it 
had  found  vent  in  uttered  language,  did  certainly  arise 
in  his  mind,  as  that  whieh  would  have  been  su^^ested 
by  his  favourite  counsellors  on  such  occasions,  he 
recollectirtl  that  what  might  be  passes!  over  as  a  pec- 
cadillo in  France  or  the  Netheriands,  or  turned  mto 
a  diverting  n<jvel  or  pasciuinade  by  the  wits  of  his  own 
wanilering  (^ourt,  was  likely  to  have  the  aspect  of 
horrid  ingratitude  and  infamous  treachery  among  the 
English  gentry,  and  would  inflict  a  deep,  perhaps  an 
incurable  wound  umn  his  interest,  among  the  more 
aged  and  respr*ctable  part  of  his  adherents.  Then  it 
occurred  to  him— for  bis  own  interest  did  not  escape 
him,  even  in  this  mode  of  cimsidering  the  subject- 
that  he  was  in  the  power  of  the  Lees,  father  and  son, 
wh;>  were  always  understood  to  be  at  least  surficienily 
punctilious  on  the  score  of  honour;  and  if  they  should 
susiKK't  such  an  affront  as  his  imagination  had  con- 
ceived, they  could  be  at  no  loss  to  find  means  of  the 
most  ample  revenge,  either  by  their  own  bands,  or  by 
thoseof  the  ruling  iaction. 

"The  risk  of  rerjpening  the  fatal  window  at  White- 
hall, and  renewing  the  tragedy  of  the  Man  in  the 
Mask,  were  a  worse  penalty,"  was  his  final  reflection, 
"than  the  old  stool  of  the  Scottish  jienance;  ana 
lovely  thouL'h  Alice  I^ee  is,  I  cannot  afford  to  intrigue 
at  such  a  hazard.  So,  farewell,  pretty  maiden !  un- 
less, as  sometimes  has  happened,  thou  hast  a  humour 
to  throw  thy.Qclf  at  thy  King's  feet,  and  theii  I  am  too 
magnanimous  to  refuse  th(v  my  protection. — Yet 
when  I  think  of  the  pale  day-cold  figure  of  the  old 
man,  as  he  lay  last  niuht  extended  before  me,  and 
imagine  the  fur>'  of  Albert  [iCe  raging  with  impa- 
tience, his  hand  on  a  sword  which  only  his  loyalty 
prevents  him  from  plunging  into  his  soverergn's 
liearl,— nay,  the  picture  is  too  horrible!  Charles  must 
for  ever  change  his  name  to  Joseph,  even  if  he  were 
stn^nRly  templed ;  which  may  fortune  in  mercy  pro- 
hibit!" 

To  speak  the  truth  of  a  Prince,  more  unfortunate 
in  his  early  companions,  and  the  callousness  which 
he  acquire.^  bv  his  juvenile  adventures  and  irregular 
mode  of  life,  than  in  his  natural  disposition,  Charlea 
came  the;  more  readily  to  this  wise  conclusioii,  be- 
caiis<!  he  was  by  no  nieana  pubject  to,  those  violent 
and  cn:jmssing  passions,  to  gratify  which  the  world 
has  been  thought  well  lost,  iriis  amours,  like  many 
of  the  prr.Sf  nt  day,  were  rathor  matters  of  habit  and 
fashicm,  than  of  passion  and  affection;  and  in  com- 
paring himself  in  this  respK-ct  to  his  grandfather 
llenry  IV.,  he  did  neither  his  ancestor  nor  himself 
p«?rfict  justice.  He  was,  to  parody  the  wonls  of  a 
nanl,  himself  actuateil  by  the  stormy  passions  which 
an  intriguer  often  only  siiimihites,— 

Nonft  of  tlioiin  who  lnve<l  ho  kindly, 
Nuno  of  thoM  who  loved  $o  bliodly.— 

An  amour  was  with  him  a  matter  of  amusemenb 
a  n-gular  corisj^quence,  as  it  s«»med  to  him,  of  the 
ordinary  course  of  thincrs  in  society.  He  was  not  at 
the  trouble  to  practise  8c<luf  live  arts,  l»ecaustf  he  hiid 
widfun  found  o«'casion  to  make  use  of  them;  his 
high  rank,  and  the  profligacy  of  part  of  the  ferriale 
soiirtv  with  which  he  had  nungleil,  rentiering  them 
unnecessarv.  Addetl  to  this,  he  had.  for  the  same 
reason,  st  Idom  been  crossed  by  the  obstinate  intei^ 
ference  of  relations,  or  even  of  husbands,  who  had 
generally  simmiuxI  not  unwilling  to  sullcr  such  matters 
to  take  their  cours«\ 

So  that,  notwithstandinir  his  total  looseness  of 
princir)le,  and  systematic  disbelief  in  the  virtue  of 
women  and  th«*  honour  of  men.  as  connected  with 
■  the  charaettT  of  I'-ir  female  relatives,  Charles  wad 
I  riot  a  person  to  have  studiously  intn^iuetHl  disgrace 
I  into  a  family,  where  a  conquest  iniuht  have  been 
i  vio'entiv  disputed,  attainwl  with  ditfieulty,  and  ao- 
i  coupaiiied  with  general  distress,  not  lo  mention  tbm 
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excitation  of  all  fiercer  passions  ajrainst  the  autliur  !  ancient  n^sitlcnts  of  the  Lodsrp— nav,  fnr  ih  f,  -  to 
of  ill-  rr.'inilal.  RiMlu'rlitTr-  thiui  to  any  of  liiem ;  a-,  \%hni  [Li«..t 

Rt»r  rliL'  (|rini:.?r  of  tlio  Kind's  so«M«:ty  consi«!tcd  in  at  tin-  miKhbourin;?  town,  lii»  r-ryinir  il:!«;«ivt.iij:  a 
hiK  l•^Mn^' much  of  an  unhi  li»;v«r  in  the  <  xinttnce  of|an  antiquary  had  induced  him  lo  make  vi.r.  n.arj 
such  ra.Ts  a««  wt-re  likirlv  t.)  In-  imliiitcrcd  hv  nmorw.-    rfsenrchew  anion;?  the  old  niins-ihe  n  suit*  of  wl,.i-a 


on  the  part  of  the  principal  victim,  or  rcnd«  red  \h^t[- 
Ions  by  O.m  violt-nt  rcwnlnirnt  of  her  connexions  or 
relaMves.  He  had  even  alnaiiy  found  such  thinps 
Ir^iiiwl  on  the  continent  as  mattirr?  ()f  ordinary  pc- 
cnrmnce,  puhjcct,  in  all  cnKts  where  a  man  of  nip:h 
inrtuenco  was  contcrne<l,  to  an  easy  arrangement ; 
and  he  wa.s  really,  ;ienerally  api'akinp,  sceptical  on 
the  !»iihi»>c'i  of  Revere  virtue  in  either  w^x,  and  apt  to 
consider  it  as  a  veil  aKsumcl  by  pnidery  in  women, 
and  hyp(MTi:)y  in  men,  to  extort  u  hi;;her  reward  for 
ihi'ir  compliance. 

While  we  arediscussincr  the  character  of  hi«  dispo- 
sition to  ;;allanrry,  the  Wanden-r  wa-*  conduet«?d,  by 
Uie  walk  hit  had  chosi-n.  throuiih  s<-vernl  whimsical 
turn*,  until  at  last  it  brouuht  him  under  the  win<low8 
of  Victor  Le«:'9  apartment,  where  he  deserieil  Alice 
wati-rin^  and  arran'_'in;r  si)ine  flnwers  placed  on  the 
Orii-l  Window,  which  was  r  nsilv  accessible  by  day- 
light, altiiou;i:h  at  ni^hi  he  had  found  it  a  (lanserrius 
attemf)t  to  scale  it.  Hut  not  Alice  only,  hir  father 
also  showed  himst^lf  near  the  window,  and  beckoned 
him  up.  The  fa»ndy  party  swmed  now  more  pro- 
inisini;  tlian  before,  and  the  fuu;itive  Prince  was 
weary  of  playinsf  bartlodtirc  and  shuttlec«x*k  with  his 
consi'itfnce,  and  much  disposcti  to  let  matters  ro  as 
chance  shuuKi  «lei ermine. 

Hi'  t'limb4?d  liantly  up  the  broken  ascent,  and  was 
readily  welcomed  bvtht;  old  kniuht.  who  held  activity 
in  hii?h  honour.  Alice  also  sei-med  «lafl  to  w?e  the 
liv«;ly  and  interesting  youn:;  man;  and  bv  her  pre- 
aeiiei-,  and  the  unaffi'cted  tnirlh  with  wliich  she 
enioy««d  his  sillies,  he  was  animated  to  display  those 
gu'diiii.'sof  wit  and  humour,  which  nobody  possessed 
in  a  higher  de;?ree. 

His  ,>'atirft  delighted  the  old  centleman,  who 
lau^sheri  till  his  vycn  ran  ovr  r  as  hi'  heard  the  youth, 
who<«e  claims  to  his  n*s(i<H.M  he  little  dreamed  of, 
imu«*ini;  him  with  succtssive  imitations  of  the  Scot- 
lish  Presbyti  rian  cleruymari,  of  the  proud  and  p»)or 
Hidalu'o  of  the  Xorth,  of  the  furee  and  overweening 
pnd'  and  CV-ltic  dialect  of  the  mountain  chief,  of  the 
slow  arirl  mor«-  ped'inric  Lowlander.  with  ail  of  which 
hi«*  resiili-ncc  in  Scotland  had  madr  him  familiar. 
Alici-  mIho  lau'^hed  and  aptilniKled.  amus-d  herself, 
and  iit'li.;lit«>l  to  see  that  h«r  fitlur  was  si);  atid  the 
whol'.'  piriy  were  in  tlir*  hii^heM  iihe,  whr-n  .Albert 
Lie  I  nt. Ted,  eajrrr  to  finil  F^ouis  FCi  rneauv.  ami  to 
lead  hmi  awav  to  a  private  colloijuv  with  Doctor 
Rrx'hi'cliire,  wlio*.»  zeal.  a.««siduiiy,  and  womlirfiil 
po'«!*'S-'ion  of  information,  had  constituted  him  their 
ina<tir-pilot  in  those  difjieull  tiiies. 

It  is  imnee(ssar>'  to  introduce  the  reader  to  the 
niiuiife  Mrt.eiiJars  of  their  confi-rence.  The  infor- 
niain>no!»taiiu.-l  wasH.»farfavoural)le,  thatrhe  enemy 
aeeiiied  to  have  had  no  intelligence  of  the  Kin'j's 
Tout'-  towards  tiie  moujIi.  and  n-mained  iK'rsuade  I 
that  he  had  made  his  escajn?  from  Kristol,  as  had 


he  was  Mieved,  in  some  instances,  to  ha\c  kti-i  lo 
himself. 

To  balance  these  c^nveniences|,  it  was  noduij^ 
tnit;  that  the  Parliamentary  Commissioners  wm.  "'.J 
at  no  ^reat  distance,  and  would  be  n.'ady  To  ri«ur&e 
ihtir  authority  upon  tlie  first  opportnnitv.  But  n<)"Oe 
supr>os«l  f^uch  an  opportunity  was  hki  iy  lo  •»•  i^r; 
and  all  Ulieveti,  as  the  influence  of  Crotuwiil  aiiJir.e 
army  «rew  more  and  more  preduminaiit,  that  nti.y- 
appointed  (Tommii-sioners  would  niiemiil  noi.iiiij  ii 
contradictiim  to  his  pleasure,  but  wait  wiih  p-iTi-nt 
an  indenmitication  in  s*iiik*  oth'-r  quarter  fi»r  \?.:J 
vacated  eommission.s.  litport.  ihrnuuh  thi  \>.ki"../ 
Master  Jos<;ph  Tomkins,  slat<.;d,  that  ih*v  hri.i  'tiT- 
minimi,  in  the  first  place,  ti>  retire  lo  <)xf«»rd.  :ir.ii*.r- 
makin^  pni>arationsaci'or(lingly.  Thif*  prom>^:  r.l 
farlht r  to  insure  the  securitv  of  Woodf*iiKk.  It  »;j 
therefore  settleti,  that  the  King,  imdtr  thi- ch.iraf-r 
of  Louis  Kernenuy.  should  n^niaiii  an  inma'ei/i  fJ» 
Lod£;i\  until  a  veKti^el  shoulil  be  proeun^d  for  hiii  H»ca;»», 
at  the  port  which  might  be  esteemed  the  salest  mi 
most  convenient. 


CHAPTER  XXIV. 

Thodondiirnt  uniikM  arc  tliiMe  wliii-h,  iwin^il  'monttt  I 
Rlrnil  tlii'ir  lirieht  roiourinx  with  tin*  ^.-irint  hlu^ujint, 
Tlit'ir  liiTc  f}f  4  rhltfriiis  like  tli(>  ^(U|Illrl<>d  de«itrop; 
In  nil  *«i  liki?  utmt  n.ilurc  hat  mo-t  iiariiil»>K». 
TItal  riimrtne  iiinocpnct*,  wliirh  dn-ad^  nu  dancer, 
U  (Kiiaoii'il  unnwares.— fJtf  Picy. 

C'HARi.Eri  (we  rim  St  now  jrive  liim  his  own  nar.r) 
was  ea.^ily  rwonciled  to  the  circum«tnnri>  whichru::- 
dered  his  residiin'u  at  Wrxxl.siock  nij^i.oable.  No 
doubt  he  would  much  rather  havir  securr^i  h!ii«Ur-t 
by  makina  an  immediate  eHrap».»  out  of  EriL-'ini: 
but  he  had  iM'cn  c(»ndcmned  alrtady  to  nianyiMicJir 
fortable  liirkini^-places,  and  more  disau'n'«  aliV  d.f 
jjuises,  as  well  as  to  Ion?  and  dilTieidt  journeys.  dLrin; 
which.  b«'lween  |>rai;matical  ottirersofjui^tio  W-'.:- 
imi  lo  the  prevailim?  party,  and  jiarti>  s  uf  y*»'ivi 
whosf  offirrrs  iisuall)-  toiik  on  them  to  act  on  iier 
own  warrant.  ri.«*k  of  disco viH'  had  nn»n-  iha'i  •!.:• 
b»'eome  vi-ry  imminent.  He  was  sjlnd.  th»ri.'f'iv,rt" 
ci)mparat!v«,'  repose,  and  of  comparative  J^tiViv. 

Then  it  must  be  considen-d,  that  (*!iarie«  h.id  S*a 
eniirelv  rtconc'lni  to  the  Fi>ciety  of  Wi^Mlj-ti.ick  ft*. 
he  had  Iweoiiie  iKlter  actiuainted  wjth  it.  H'  i^-' 
weii,  that,  to  iiitenst  the  biaiitifnl  Alice,  and  in»-uv 
a  j;real  deal  of  her  i\»mpany,  nothin!^  tnore  wa.-rur.*- 
sary  thanto  submit  to  the  Imniours,  anrj  <-idtiv:it'.''.r 
inrimacy,  of  tiie  old  eavaliir  lur  father.  .\  k* 
bouts  at  fi-ncini;,  in  which  (.'harlcs  toi^k  care  i.ot  '.^ 
put  out  Ins  more  perfect  skill,  and  full  vtnivi:.! 
sin.'nsjr'h  and  aeiivitv— the  endurnnit.'  of  a  fi  w  w-.n-s 
from  Sliakspeare,  which  the  km;*lit  read  with  in  : 

al  than  tasti-a  little  skill  in  iiiusii 


, _    than  tasti-a  little  skill  in  iiiusii .  in  whiih  «" 

hem  n  f>.>ried.  and  as  had  indnrl  bej-ii  propose<l;  but  ;  o\t\  man  bar]  bwn  a  proficient  — the  dif-n  nc*-  y  1,0  :j 
the  ma<n  r  of  the  ve-.-^l  im-  ared  for  the  Kimi's  pas-  ;  a  fewold-f.isiiiiMied  opinions,  at  which (i'liarl'sbuL'  - 
satie  had  taken  tin- alarm,  and -iaibfl  without  his  royal  I  e<l  in  his  sleivi — wi-n.*  all-sufficient  to  ffain  1>T  \'* 
fremlit.  His  d-p-irfiire,  howevi-r,  and  thv  suspicion  ;  disjjuis«-l Prince  an  intenst  in  Sir  Hinr\'  Ltv.  an-.  J 
of  fill'  srrvici'  in  which  he  was  eiu-am-d,  «<erve»i  to  ;  conciliate  in  an  ttpial  dega-c  the  |;;ood  vnW  %'i  r^t 


make  the  belief  p.-neral.  that  the  KiuR  had  pone  off 
alon'4  wirh  lum. 

Hut  tliiiiiuh  ihi^wascheerinz,  the  Doctor  had  more 
unpl«Mf.;int  tidings  from  the  M«a-eoast.  allei<;in&  i?reat 
ditliculiiis  in  si.ciirin::  a  vt s««'l,  to  which  it  might  be 
fit  to  eommit  a  char»'  .^^r)  precious;  and,  above  all, 
n'»iue-*tin:r  his  Majesty  niiirnt  on  no  account  venture 


lovely  (hnmhter. 

Never  wen*  ihen»  two  yonnsr  persona  who  roali:  w 
said  to  commence  this  srM:'Cies  of  imimncv  wjrh  k:-  i 
iitH-qual  advantages.  Charles  was  a  liU tijik.  «:.«% 
if  he  did  not  in  cold  blood  nsolve  upon  proMTi:'.  .; 
his  passion  lor  Alice  to  a  dishnnourable  com!.*,  'i 
was  at  (,very  moment  liable  to  he  provokr*:  t.^ -•'• 


to  apfirrjaeli  the  phore,  until  he  should  vecrive  advice  tempt  the  stn'n;?th  t)f  a  virtue,  in  which  \\f  wris  :!•■ 
that  all  th-  previous  arraniji.nients  had  l»ecn  com- 1  belii  ver.  Then  .Vliee,  on  her  part,  bariiiy  kiiew^-a 
pl«  »t|y  settled.  w'hat  was  implied  bv  tin-  wurd  liboriin-' or  !-^ :.'  ■ 

.\o  oil"  w:iH  able  to  suiT-'est  a  safer  place  of  resi-  |  Her  motli*  r  hail  Jied  earlv  in  the  comniiRiM:-.  -  *' 
deniv  tiiim  that  whirli  he  at  pn  *■"  f  «>c'*i.pieil.  Tolo-  !  the  Civil  War,  and  she  had  lie.  n  brwl  up  rhi.  f.:  ■*  - 
nel  l-Ai-rard  was^di'-iue.l  e.'riaii»!y  n(»t  pi-rsonally  ■  hi r  broth»  r  and  c«)iisin;  Sfj  that  she  had  an  urfi."  • 
UMfri'-ndl;  lo  ♦li.-  Kin;;;  and  Croinv.-.II.  as  wa«i  hui)-  '  and  unsusi»i<Moiis  frankness  of  lunnner.  uiv.n  \»  .  - 


^'Sft/.  r«posid  in  I'^ernnl  an  uul'oe.\n»t.  v  confid.  tice,  [Charles  was  not  unwilling  or  unlik*  l>  to  i;it  u 
Tin-  //Iff  nor  pn-entid  mMnber\»<>  \vA;\\u.-vVAce*.  ,*\\\\v\\\\\\(fiv<iariible  ti)  his  own  vitws.  F.v.  n.\ 
Mud  secret  iiiodt-d  of  exit,  known  U)  i\u  v»ueW\  \\ie\\QN«iiui^»Aeu>a«»x— ^^^txwsaiauon  which  awakti^ 
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the  mosit  innoceni  and  simple  minH  to  fedm^s  of 
•hyneHft  and  n^Blrnint  lownrds  ihe  mnie  rex  in  ct^noral 
^nnd  faihti  to  exirite  such  nn  nlnrni  in  htr  honoiw. 
They  were  nearly  related;  and  Evcrard,  rlioii«h 
younsr,  whs  several  years  her  eld»  r,  and  had,  from  her 
infnnry,  In-en  an  olyect  of  her  respert  as  wrii  an  of 
hcrnrteriion.  When  this  early  anfl  childish  intiinacv 
liprnefi  into  youthful  love,  confeBJsed  and  returiK'Ci, 
•till  It  differed  in  some  shadi^s  from  the  passion  exist- 
ini?  between  lovers  oripnally  s«irongtT»  to  eaeh  othrr, 
nntil  their  affiictions  hnveheen  uniti'd  in  the  ordinary 
foiirfie  of  courtship.  Their  love  was  fonder,  more 
familiar,  more  pt^fectly  confidential;  purer  too,  per- 
haps and  nH)re  fri'efrom  etarla  of  passionate  violence, 


or  oppn-hensive  jealousy. 

Tne  nossihility  that  anv  c 
to  rival  Everani  in  her  affection,  was  a  cirrumstancc 


Tne  nossihility  that  anv  one  could  have  attempte<i 


whieh  never  occurred  to  Alice;  and  that  this  singu- 
lar Sirottish  lad,  whom  she  laughed  with  on  account 
of  his  humour,  and  laughed  at  for  his  peculiariiies, 
eboiild  Ik?  an  ohjetJt  of  dani»er  or  of  caution,  never 
oncp  entered  her  imapinatioh.  The  sort  of  intimacy 
to  which  she  a«imitte<l  Kemegtiy  was  the  same  to 
which  she  wotild  have  received  a  companion  of  her 
own  s«'x,  whose  muunera  she  did  not  always  approve, 
but  wiiose  s<iciety  she  found  always  amusmff. 

It  wa«  natural  that  the  freedom  of  Alice  Lee's  con- 
dnrt,  which  an»se  from  the  most  perfect  indifference, 
ahould  pass  for  p«»nieihing  approaching  to  encoura"c- 
nicnt  in  the  roval  gallant's  apprehension,  and  that 
any  resolutions  he  had  formed  ai^ainst  heing  tempted 
to  violate  the  hospital'ty  of  Woodstock,  should  begin 
to  totter,  as  opportunities  for  doing  so  became  more 
frt^ient. 

Tlies*'  opportunities  were  favoured  by  Alhert's  de- 
pariun*  from  Woodstoc^k  the  very  day  after  his  arri- 
val. It  had  b«^n  agreed  in  full  council  with  Charle.'* 
and  Rochecliffe,  that  he  should  go  to  visit  his  uncle 
Everard  in  the  county  of  Kent,  and,  by  showing 
hims'.'lf  there,  obviate  any  cause  of  suspicion  which 
might  anse  from  his  residence  at  WootJstock,  and 
remove  any  pretext  for  disturbing  his  father's  family 
on  account  of  their  harbouring  one  who  had  Ix^eh 
no  lately  in  arms.  He  had  also  undertaken^  at  his 
own  great  personal  risk,  to  visit  diflerent  ooints  on 
the  sea-coast,  and  ascertain  the  secunty  of^  different 

flac<*s  for  providing  shipping  for  the  king's  leaving 
Indnnd. 

These  circumstances  were  alike  calculated  to  pro- 
rnre  the  Kind's  s.ifety,  and  facilitate  his  escape.  But 
Alice  was  thereby  deprived  of  the  presence  of  her 
brother,  who  would  have  been  her  most  watchful 
guardian,  but  who  had  st^t  down  the  King's  light  talk 
upon  n  former  occasion  to  the  gayety  of  his  humour, 
and  would  have  thought  he  had  done  his  sov(>reign 
great  iniustice,  had  he  seriously  Hispected  him  of  such 
a  nrtach  of  hospitality  as  a  dishonourable  pursuit  of 
Alice  would  have  imimed. 

There  were,  however,  two  of  the  household  at 
Wooilstock,  who  appeared  not  so  entirely  reconciled 
with  Louis  Kerneguy  or  his  purposes.  The  one  was 
Bevis,  who  seenuxl,  from  tln)ir  first  unfriendly  ren- 
contre, to  have  k(i)t  up  a  pique  against  their  new 
guest,  which  no  advances  on  the  part  of  Charies  were 
able  to  s<iflen.  If  the  page  was  hy  chance  left  alone 
with  his  young  mistress,  Bevis  choose  alwavs  to  be 
of  the  parly ;  came  close  by  Alice's  chair,  and  growl- 
ed auifihly  when  the  gallant  drew  near  her.  "  It  is  a 
pity,"  said  the  disguised  Prince,  "  that  your  Fevis  is 
not  a  bull-dog,  that  we  might  dub  him  a  roundhead  at 
once— Hr  is  too  handsome,  too  noble,  too  aristocratic, 
to  nourish  thosi>  inhospitable  prejudices  axainst  a 
poor  hoiwless  cavalier.  1  am  convinced  the  spirit 
of  Pym  or  Hampden  has  transmigrated  into  the  rogue, 
and  continues  to  demonstrate  his  hatred  against  roy- 
alty and  1*11  its  adherents." 

Alice  would  then  n>p]y,  that  Bevis  was  loyal  in 
word  and  deed,  and  only  partook  her  father's  preju- 
dices against  the  Sccjts.  which,  she  could  not  but  ac- 
knowledge, were  toh'rably  strong. 

"Nay,  then,"  said  the  supposed  Louis*  "I  must 
find  some  other  reason,  for  I  cannot  allow  Sir  Bcvia's 
reM'ntment  to  rest  upon  national  antipathy.  So  we 
will  suppose  that  some  gallant  cavalier,  who  wended 


to  the  wara  and  ii«T(»r  rpttirned,  has  adopted  this 
shape  to  look  back  ui^n  the  haunts  he  Ifft  so  unwil- 
I  lingly,  and  is  jealous  at  stning  even  j>oor  Fiouis  Ker- 
'  nc  iruy  drawin::  iii  ar  to  (he  laiiy  of  his  lost  ufiictiona." 
I  —He  approarhwl  her  chair  as  he  spoke,  and  Bevia 
i  gave  one  of  his  djt'p  growls. 

I  "In  that  CA\w.  they  had  best  keep  your  distance," 
I  said  Alice,  laughinir,  "for  the  bite  ol  a  dog,  pusactsed 
hy  the  «h^>st  of  a  jeolous  lover,  cannot  be  very  safe." 
And  the  King  carried  on  the  dialogue  in  the  same 
strain,  which,  wh>le  it  led  Alice  to  apprehmd  nothing 
more  serious  than  the  apish  gallantry  of  a  fantastic 
boy,  certainly  induced  the  supposed  Louis  Ktrneguy 
to  think  that  he  had  made  one  of  those  eoniiuesia 
which  often  and  easily  fall  to  the  share  of  f'ovt  rej^iia. 
Notwithstanding  the  acptmcss  of  his  ar-prehmsion, 
he  was  not  sufficiently  aware  that  the  Royal  Koad  to 
female  favour  Ls  only  open  to  monarehs  when  they 
travel  in  grand  costume,  and  that  when  they  woo  in- 
co^'nito,  their  path  of  courtship  is  liable  to  the  same 
windings  and  obstacles  which  obstruct  the  course  of 
private  individuals. 

There  was,  besides  Bevis,  another  member  of  the 
family,  who  kept  a  look-out  upon  Louis  Kerneguy, 
and  with  no  friendly  eye.  PhoflK;  Mayflower,  thoiiui 
her  experience  exttnde<l  not  bj-yond  the  tplu  re  of  the 
village,  yet  knew  the  world  much  better  than  her 
mistress,  and  besides  she  was  five  years  older.  Mora 
knowing,  she  was  more  sutjpicious.  She  thought 
that  odd-looking  Scotch  hoy  made  nM»re  up  to  her 
young  mistress  than  was  5irop«r  for  his  cumiition  of 
hfe;  and,  moreover,  that  Alice  gave  him  a  little  mora 
encouragement  than  Parthenia  would  have  afl()rded 
to  any  such  Jack-a-dandy,  in  the  absence  of  Argalua 
—for  the  volume  treating  of  the  loves  of  these  cele- 
brated Arcadians  was  then  the  favourite  study  of 
swains  and  damsels  througliout  merry  England.  En- 
tertaining such  suspicions,  Phopbe  w  as  at  a  loss  how 
to  conduct  herself  on  the  occasion,  and  yet  resolved 
she  would  not  see  the  slightest  chance  or  the  coiirae 
of  Colonel  Evcrnrd's  true  love  being  ob.«-trueted,  with- 
out attempting  a  rem^Hly.  She  had  a  p<culiar  favour 
forMarkham  nerself;  and,  moreover,  he  was,  accord- 
ing to  her  phrase,  as  handsome  and  personable,  a 
young  man  as  was  in  Oxfordshire;  and  this  Scottiah 
scon  crow  was  no  more  to  be  compan-d  to  him  than 
chalk  was  to  cheese.  And  yet  she  allowed  that  Maa- 
ti.T  Girnigy  had  a  wonderfully  well-oiled  tongue,  and 
that  such  gallants  were  not  to  be  despised.  What 
was  to  Iki  done?— she  hod  no  facts  to  offi-r,  only 
vague  suspicion ;  and  was  afraid  to  spi'ak  to  her  mia- 
tress,  w  hose  kindnt  ss,  great  as  it  w  as,  did  not,  never- 
theless, encourage  familiarity. 

She  sounded  Joceline ;  but  he  was,  she  knew  not 
whv,  so  deeply  interested  about  this  unlucky  lad,  and 
held  his  importance  so  high,  that  she  couhl  make  no 
impression  on  him.  To  speak  to  the  old  knight, 
would  have  been  to  raist*  a  general  tempest.  The 
w«)rthy  chaplain,  who  was  at  Woodstock,  grand  re- 
fer*.^ on  all  disputed  matters,  wouM  have  ueen  the 
damsel's  most  natural  resource,  for  he  was  peaceful 
as  well  as  moral  by  profession,  and  politic  by  prac- 
tice. But  it  happened  he  had  civen  Phcelic  uninten- 
tional offence  by  speaking  of  her  under  the  cla.^isical 
epithet  of  Rusttca  Fi(Ul\  the  which  epithet,  as  she 
understood  it  not,  she  held  herself  Niunn  to  resent  as 
conlumelious,  and  declaring  she  was  not  fond(T  of  a 
Jiddle  than  other  folk,  had  ever  since  shunned  all  in- 
tercourse with  Doctor  Kocheclifl'c  which  she  could 
easily  avoid. 

Master  Tomkins  was  always  coming  and  going 
al>out  the  house  under  various  pn>texts ;  but  he  was  a 
roundhead,  and  the  was  too  true  to  the  cavaliers  lo 
introducf.'  any  of  the  enemy  as  parties  to  their  inter- 
nal discords ;— besides,  he  had  talked  to  Pha>be  lier- 
s«'lf  in  a  manner  which  induced  her  to  decline  every 
thing  in  the  shant;  of  faiiiiUarity  with  him.  Last*/, 
Cavaliero  Wildralcc  might  have  been  consulted ;  but 
Pha>bc  hud  her  own  reasons  for  sayiiig,  as  she  did 
with  some  emphasis,  that  Cavaliero  vVildrake  waa 
an  impudent  London  rake.  At  length  she  resolyed 
to  communicate  her  suspicions  to  the  party  having 
njost  interest  in  verifying  or  confuting  them. 
"I'lliet Master  Markhani  Everard  know  that  th«i 
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is  a  wa<»pbu7-r:nir  nbout  his  honry^omh,"  saifi  Plui-bo ; 
*'anil,  iMori'«»vor.  that  I  know  thai  this  youn;;  Strnidj 
Srapt'grarc  siliiftiid  hiiiiHi-if  out  ol'  n  woiiiairn  into  n 
man's^  (lrt?SH  at  GckkIv  Cirten's,  and  f^avi;  (roody 
Gn-cn's  Dolly  a  Kol«i-i»i«r<'  to  May  noihiiij;  about  it  ;  — 
and  no  more  sho  did  to  any  one  but  inc,  and  f>lie 
knows  brnt  hiTwIf  whtMher  Hb«j  aaw  ebangr  lor  the 
gold  or  not— but  Master  Louis  is  a  suucy  Jackaiiapcts 
•nd  like  enougb  to  a^k  it." 

Thrre  or  four  days  flapsj<l  while  matters  continued 
in  tiiis  condition— ill*'  disguiswi  Prince  sonutnnes 
thinking  on  the  intri;;ue  which  Fortune  sueuitil  to 
have  thrown  in  his  way  for  his  amusiMnent,  and  tak- 
ing advantage  of  such  opportunities  as  occumil  to 
increa»!  his  intimacy  with  Alice  Lee;  but  much 
oflener  harassing  Doctor  Rochecliffe  with  questions 
about  the  possibility  of  escaiH?,  which  the  gixxi  man 
finding  himsi^lf  unable  to  answer,  secured  iiis  leisure 
against  royal  importunity,  by  retreating  into  tiie  va- 
iious  un<*X[)lorf.-d  recesses  of  the  Lodge,  known  per- 
haps only  to  l-iinself,  who  had  been  for  nearly  a  score 
of  years  employed  in  writing  the  Wonders  of  Wood- 
stock. 

It  chanced  on  the  fourth  day.  that  some  trifling  cir- 
cumstance had  called  the  knignt  abroad ;  and  he  had 
left  the  youniz  Sc^itsman,  now  familiar  in  the  family, 
along  With  Alice,  in  the  parlour  of  Victor  Lee.  Thus 
Ciituatr^,  he  thought  the  time  not  unpropitious  for  en- 
tering upon  a  strain  of  gallantry,  of  a  kind  which 
might  be  called  experimental,  sueli  as  is  practised  by 
the  Croats  in  skirmishing,  when  they  kei'p  bridle  in 
hand,  ready  to  attack  the  enemy,  or  earner  off  with- 
out coming  to  close  quarters,  as  circumstanci^s  may 
recominencl.  After  using  for  nearly  ten  minutes  a  sf>rt 
of  metaphysical  jargon,  whicli  iilight,  according  tu 
Alias's  pleasure^  have  been  interpreted  either  into  gal- 
lantry, or  the  language  of  senous  pretension,  and 
wiien  he  supposed  her  engaged  in  fathoming  his  mean- 
ing he  had  the  mortificatiim  to  find,  by  a  single  and 
brief  question,  that  he  had  been  totally  unattended  to, 
and  that  Alice  was  thinking  on  any  thing  at  the  mo- 
inent  rather  than  the  8ens«j  of  what  he  had  bet>n  say- 
ing. She  asked  him  if  he  could  tell  \yhat  it  was 
o'clock,  and  this  with  an  air  of  real  curiosity  concern- 
in;;  the  lapse  of  time,  which  put  coquetry  wholly  out 
ot  the  question. 

"I  will  go  look  at  the  sun-dial,  Mistress  Alice," 
said  the  gallant,  rising  and  colouring,  through  a 
acnsf?  of  the  contempt  with  which  he  thought  himself 
treated. 

"  Vou  will  do  me  a  pleasure,  Master  Korneguy," 
■aid  Alice,  wit  hoi/ 1  the  least  consciousness  of  the  in- 
dignation she  had  excited. 

Master  Louis  Iverneguv  left  the  room  accordingly, 
not,  however,  to  procure  tne  information  required,  but 
to  vent  his  anger  and  mortification,  and  to  swear, 
with  more  senous  purpose  than  he  had  dared  to  do 
before,  that  Alice  should  me  her  insolence.  Good- 
natured  as  he  was,  he  was  still  a  prince,  unaccus- 
tomed to  contradiction,  far  less  to  contempt,  and  his 
self-pride  felt,  for  the  moment,  wounded  to  the 
quick.  With  a  iiasty  step  ho  plunged  into  the  Chase, 
only  remembering  his  own  safety  so  far  as  to  choose 
the  deeper  and  sequestered  avenues,  where,  walking 
on  with  the  sp<^y  and  active  step,  which  his  reco- 
very from  fatigue  now  permitted  ^  him  to  exercise 
according  to  his  wont,  he  solaced  his  angr)'  purposes, 
by  devising  schemes  of  revenge  on  the  insolent  coun- 
try coquette,  fn>m  which  no  consideration  of  hospiia- 
iHy  was  in  future  to  have  weight  enougli  to  save  her. 

The  irritated  gallant  passed 

"  The  dialatooe,  rngtA  and  green,** 
withotit  deigning  to  ask  it  a  single  question;  nor 
could  it  have  satisfied  his  curiosity  if  he  had,  for  no 
sun  happened  to  shine  at  the  moment.    He  then 
hastened  forward,  muffling  himself  in  his  cloak,  and 
assuming  a  stooping  and  slouching  gait,  which  dimi- 
nished his  apparent  height.    He  was  soon  involved 
in  the  deep  and  dim  alleys  of  the  wood,  into  which  | 
he  had  insensibly  plunged  himself,  and  was  traversing 
It  at  a  grcTt  rate,  without  having  any  distinct  idea  in 
what  direction  he  was  going,   when  sudderdy  his  ! 
tour:»e  was  arrested,  first  by  a  bud  halloo,  and  then  by  ! 


a  siimmnns  to  Ftaml,  arcnmpanir.d  by  what  s^i-med 
still  more  ."tartliu^  and  ixtMordinary,  th»'  toucliota 
rnrif  UjMin  his  HiKKilbT,  :mpov<.*d  in  a  good-humoured 
but  rtoniewhai  ijniK.rious  manner. 

There  uere  frw  Hymploms  of  reco:?nitian  whirh 
wijiild  have  been  welcome  at  this  m«unent ;  but  ilw 
ai)pi'araMce  of  the  person  who  had  thus  arrtst.  d  his 
couLse.  was  least  of"  all  that  heould  have  aniieipattd 
as  fiiiu.ly  or  agreeable.  When  he  turned,  un  reviv- 
ing the  signal,  he  beheld  himself  olose  to  a  youn£ 
tnan,  U'-arly  six  feet  in  height,  well  made  in  joint  and 
limb,  but  the  gravity  of  wliow;  apparel,  althoirgh 
handsome  and  gentlemanlike,  and  a  sort  of  prt- cis^'jo 
in  his  habit,  from  the  cleanness  and  stiffness  vt'  hit 
band  to  tlu^  unsullied  purity  of  hi«  Spanish-leather 
shoe.s,  iM'.^fKjke  a  love  of  order  which  was  foreign  to 
impoverished  and  vanquished  cavaliers,  and  proper  to 
the  habits  of  those  of  the  victorious  party,  who  diuld 
afford  to  dtn'ss  themselves  bandsomelv ;  and  whose 
rul^^— that  is,  such  as  rtrjjankxi  the  higher  and  ni.»re 
respectable  classes — enJoine<l  dix-ency  and  sobriety  irf 
garb  and  deptirtment.  There  was  yet  another  wti^bt 
against  the  Prince  in  the  scale,  and  one  siill  luun 
characteristic  of  the  inequality  in  the  compansoa, 
under  which  he  seemetl  to  lalwur.  There  wasstreuirth 
ill  the  muscular  fi>rm  of  the  stranger  who  had  bruit^iit 
iiim  to  this  invohmlary  parley,  authority  and  dner- 
mination  in  his  brow,  a  long  rapier  on  the  left,  aiida 
IH^nianl  or  <iagger  on  the  right  side  of  his  b«rli,  ar«i  i 
pair  of  pistols  stuck  into  it,  which  would  have  betn 
suliicient  to  give  the  unknown  the  advantage,  (Luuiti 
Kerneguy  having  no  wea^ion  but  his  sword, )  evm  had 
his  r>erHonal  strength  approached  nearer  than  it  did 
to  that  of  the  |)crson  by  whom  he  was  thus  suddenly 
stopped. 

Hittirly  regretting  the  thoughtless  fit  of  passion 
that  brought  him  into  his  present  cdtnation,  but  t«pe 
cially  the  want  of  the  uistols  he  had  left  behind,  aad 
which  do  so  much  to  place  bodily  strength  and  weak- 
ness imon  an  «iual  footing,  ('harles  yet  avaUeti  liin»- 
solf  of^  the  courage  and  pn^sence  of  mind,  in  which 
few  of  his  unfortunate  family  had  for  centuries  bitrii 
deficient.  He  stood  firm  and  without  motion,  \a 
cloak  still  wrappt^d  round  the  lower  part  of  his  fai¥,  tu 
give  lime  for  explanation,  in  case  he  was  niistaken 
for  some  other  person. 

This  coolness  pro<iuced  its  effect;  for  the  other 
party  said,  with  doubt  and  surprise  on  his  part,  **Jo- 
Celine  Joliffe.  is  it  not  ?— If  I  know  not  Jocclioe  Jo- 
lifle,  I  should  at  least  know  my  own  cloak." 

"  I  am  not  Joceline  Joliffe,  as  you  niav  sec,  sir," 
said  Kerneguy,  calmly,  drawing  himself  erect  to 
show  the  difference  of  size,  and  dropping  the  cloak 
from  his  face  and  person. 

"Indeed  !"  rt»lied  the  stranger,  in  surprise;  "then, 
Sir  Unknown,^  I  have  to  express  my  regret  at  having 
used  my  cane  m  intimating  that  I  w^ishod  you  to  step. 
From  that  dress,  which  I  certainlv  recognise  for  my 
own,  I  concluded  you  must  be  Joceline  in  whose  cus- 
tody I  had  left  my  habit  at  the  Lodfse.*' 

''If  it  had  been  Joceline,  sir,"  replied  the  supposed 
Kerneguy,  with  perfect  composure,  *'  methinks  you 
should  not  have  struck  so  hard." 

The  other  party  was  obviously  confused  by  tbt 
steady  calmness  with  which  he  was  enoounteral 
The  sense  of  politeness  dictated,  in  the  first  place,  in 
apology  for  a  mistake,  when  he  thotight  he  had  been 
tolerably  certain  of  the  person.  Master  Kemesnf 
was  not  in  a  situation  to  be  punctilious ;  he  bowed 
gravely,  as  indicating  his  acceptance  of  the  excuse 
offered,  then  turned,  and  walked,  as  he  conceived, 
towards  the  Lodge;  though  he  had  traversed  th^r 
woods  which  were  cut  with  various  alleys  in  different 
directions,  too  hastily  to  be  certain  of  the  real  course 
which  he  wished  to  pursue. 

He  was  much  embarrassed  to  find  that  this  did  not 
get  him  rid  of  the  companion  whom  ho  had  thus  in- 
voluntarily acquired.  Walked  be  slow,  walked  be 
fast,  his  friend  in  the  genteel  but  puritanic  nabit,  stnmg 
in  person,  and  well  armed,  as  we  have  described  hiin, 
seem'id  determined  to  ke^  him  company*  and,  with- 
out attempting  to  join,  or  eiirer  into  conversation, 
never  suffered  him  tooutstiin  his  surveillance  for  more 
than  two  or  three  yards.    The  Wanders  mended  hit 
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pace ;  but  although  he  was  then,  in  hii*  youth,  osnftiT- 
wards  in  his  riper  a^o,  dhc  of  tlic  Ubi  walkers  in 
Britain,  the  stranger,  witlioiit  advancing  his  pace  (ua 
run,  kept  fully  oiual  to  hi  in,  and  his  ptTHc^cution  l>e- 
canie  ho  cIos*.'  and  coMMtant,  and  inevitable,  that  the 
pride  and  fear  of  Charles  were  t>oth  alarmed,  and  he 
began  to  think  that,  whatever  the  danger  nii^hr  Ih;  of 
a  Hnglc-handwl  rencontre,  he  would  neverthehsa 
have  u  better  bargain  of  this  tall  satellite  if  they 
•ettled  the  debate  U'twixt  ilicm  in  the  forest,  than 
if  they  drew  near  any  place  of  habitatiiHi,  where 
the  man  in  authority  was  likely  to  find  friends  and 
concurrence. 

Betwixt  anxiety,  therefore,  vexation,  and  an^er, 
Charles  faced  suddenly  round  on  his  pursuer,  as  they 
rea"!hed  a  small  narrow  dade,  which  led  to  the  hitle 
meadow  over  uhich  presiiled  the  Kind's  Oak,  therag- 

gid  and  scathed  branches  and  Kigantic  trunk  of  wiiich 
rmed  a  vista  to  the  little  wild  avenue. 

**  Sir,"  t»aid  he  to  his  pursuer,  "  you  have  already 
been  cuilty  of  one  piece  of  impertinence  towards  me. 
Tou  nave  apologizied ;  and  knowing  no  reason  why 
ou  sliould  distinj^iiish  me  as  an  object  of  incivility,  1 
_jave  accepted  yotu-  excuse  without  scruple.  Is  there 
any  thin?  remains  to  l>e  settled  betwixt  us,  which 
causej*  you  to  follow  me  in  this  manner?  If  so,  I 
ahall  be,  glad  to  make  it  a  sul)iect  of  explanation  or 
latisfuciion,  as  the  case  may  adinitof.  I  think  you  can 
owe  me  no  malice;  for  I  never  saw  you  before  to  my 
knowlttige.  If  you  can  give  any  good  reason  for 
asking  it,  I  am  willing  to  remk>r  you  personal  satis- 
iictioa.  If  your  purpose  is  merely  impertinent  cu- 
tiosity,  I  let  you  know  that  I  will  not  sufler  myself  to 
be  dodged  in  my  private  walks  by  any  one." 

"  When  I  recognise  my  own  cloak  on  another  man's 
ahoulders,"  rerihed  the  f>tranger,  dryly,  "niethinksl 
have  a  natural  right  to  follow,  and  see  what  becomes 
of  it;  for  know,  sir,  though  I  have  been  mistaken  as 
to  the  wearer,  yet  1  am  confident  I  had  as  good  a 
light  to  strLteh  mv  cane  across  the  cloak  you  are 
inuf!l«d  in,  as  ev<T  had  any  one  to  brush  his  own  gar- 
ments. If,  therefore^  we  arc  to  be  friendf^  I  must  ask, 
ibr  instance,  how  you  came  bv  that  cloak,  and  where 
you  are  going  with  it '?  I  shall  otherwise  make  bold 
to  Bioi)  you,  as  oiie  who  lias  sulficieni  commission  to 
do  80.^' 

Oh,  unhappy  cloak,  thought  the  Wanderer,  ay,  and 
thri<>e  unhappy  tiic  idle  fancy  that  sent  me  here  with 
it  wrap()ed  around  my  nose,  to  pick  quarrels  and  at- 
tract olMervntion,  when  quiet  ana  secrecy  were  pecu- 
liarU  essential  to  my  salety  ! 

"If  you  will  allow  me  to  guess,  sir,"  continued  the 
stranger,  who  was  no  other  than  Markham  Kverard, 
**  I  will  convince  you,  that  you  are  better  known  than 
]rou  think  for." 

Now,  Heaven  forbid  !  praytxi  the  party  addressed, 
in  silence,  but  with  as  much  devotion  as  ever  he  ap- 
plied to  a  prayer  in  his  life.  Vet  even  in  this  moment 
of  extreme  urgency,  iiis  courage  and  composure  did 
not  fail ;  and  he  recolltvtefi  it  was  of  the  utmost  im- 
portance not  to  tieem  startled,  and  to  answer  so  as,  if 
Bossible,  to  lead  the  dnngt^rous  companion  with  whom 
be  had  met,  to  confess  the  extent  of  liis  actual 
knowli'dge  or  suspicions  concerning  him. 

*'  If  you  know  me,  sir,"  he  said,  and  are  a  gentle- 
BMn,  as  your  appearance  promises,  you  cannot  be  at 
a  loss  to  discover  to  wiiat  accident  you  must  attri- 
bute my  wearing  these  clothes,  which  you  say  ore 
yoinrs." 

**  Oh,  sir."  replied  Colonel  Evcrard,  his  wrath  in  no 
Bort  turned  away  by  the  mildness  of  the  stranger's 
answer,  "  we  have  le  «rned  our  Ovid's  Metamorphoses, 
and  we  know  for  what  purpose's  young  men  of  quality 
travel  in  disguise— we  know  that  even  female  attire  is 
fesorted  to  on  certain  occasions— We  have  heard  of 
Vertumiiiis  and  Pomona." 

The  Monarch,  as  he  weighed  these  words,  sgsin 
Qtlenad  a  devout  prayer,  that  this  ill-looking  aflair 
might  have  no  deeper  oot  than  the  jealousy  of  some 
admirer  of  Alice  Iax^  promising  10  nimself,  that,  de- 
▼ote«;  tts  he  was  to  the  fair  sex,  he  would  make  no  1 
acrui>le  of  renouncing  the  fairest  of  Rvc's  daughters  j 
Id  order  to  get  out  of  the  pri'sent  dilemma. 

** air"  be  said,  "you  seem  to  be  a  gsntleman.    1 1 


have  no  ohjeciion  to  tell  you  as  such,  that  I  also  am 
of  that  class." 

*'0r  somewhat  higher,  perhaps  7"  said  Kverard. 

"  A  gentleman,"  repliul  Charles,  "  is  a  term  which 
comprehends  all  ranks  entitle<l  to  armorial  beariiigs^ 
A  duke,  a  loni,  a  prince,  is  no  more  than  a  gentleman  f 
and  if  in  misfortune,  as  I  om,  he  may  be  glad  if  that 
general  term  of  courtesy  is  allowed  him." 

"  Sir,"  replied  Everard,  "  1  have  no  purpose  to  en- 
trap you  (o  any  aeknowlcdgmcrit  fatal  to  your  own 
salety.  Nor  do  I  hold  it  my  business  to  be  active  in 
the  arrest  of  private  individuals,  whose  perverted 
sense  of  national  duty  may  have  led  them  into  errors, 
rather  to  be  pitied  than  punished  by  candid  men.  But 
if  those  who  have  brought  civil  war  and  disturbance 
into  iheir  native  country,  proceed  to  carry  dishonour 
and  disgrace  into  the  bosom  of  families— if  they  at- 
tempt to  carry  on  their  private  debaucheries  to  the 
injujyof  the  hospitable  roofs  which  utiord  them  re- 
fuge from  the  consequences  of  their  public  crimes, 
do  you  think,  my  lord,  that  we  shall  bear  it  with 
patience  7" 

*'  If  it  is  your  purpose  to  quarrel  with  me,"  said  the 
Prince,  "speak  it  out  at  once  like  a  gentleman..  You 
have  the  advantage^  no  doubt,  of  arms,  but  it  is  not 
that  odds  which  will  induce  me  to  fly  from  a  single 
man.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  you  ore  disposed  to  hear 
reason,  I  tell  you  in  calm  words,  that  1  neither  sus- 
pect the  offence  to  which  you  allude,  nor  comprehend 
why  you  give  me  the  title  of  my  lord. 

^  \  ou  deny,  then,  being  the  Lord  Wilmotl*'  said 
Everard. 

"I  may  do  so  most  safely,"  said  the  Prince. 

"  Perhaps  you  rather  style  yourself  Earl  of  Roches- 
ter? We  heard  that  the  issuing  of  some  such  patent 
by  the  King  of  Scots  was  a  step  which  your  ambition 
proposed. 

"  Neither  lord  nor  earl  am  I,  as  sure  as  I  have  a 
Christian  soul  to  be  saved.    My  name  is" 

"Do  not  degraiic  yourself  by  unnecessary  false- 
hood, my  lord ;  and  (hat  to  a  single  man,  who,  I  pro- 
mise you.  will  not  invoke  pubUc  justice  to  assist  liis 
own  good  swonJ,  should  he  see  cause  to  use  it.  Can 
you  I'jok  at  that  ring,  and  deny  that  you  are  Lord 
Wilmot  7" 

He  handed  to  the  disguised  Prince  a  ring  which  he 
took  from  his  purse,  ana  hisonponent  instantly  knew 
it  for  the  same  he  had  dropped  into  Alice's  pitcher 
at  the  fountain,  obeying  only,  though  imprudently, 
the  gallantry  of  the  moment,  in  giving  a  pretty  gem 
to  a  handsome  girl,  whom  he  had  accidenully  fright- 
ened." 

"  I  know  the  ring,"  he  said ;  *'  it  has  been  in  my 
possession.  How  it  should  prove  me  to  be  Lord  Wil- 
mot, I  cannot  conceive ;  and  beg  to  say,  it  bears  falsa 
witness  against  me." 

"  You  snail  see  the  evidence,"  answered  Everard ; 
and  resuming  the  ring,  he  pressed  a  spring  ingeniously 
contrived  in  the  collet  ot  the  setting,  on  which  the 
stone  flew  back,  and  showed  within  it  the  cipher  of 
Lord  Wilmot  beautifully  engraved  in  miniature,  with 
a  coronet.-"  What  say  you  now,  sir  7" 

"That  probabilities  are  no  proofs,"  said  the  Prince; 
"  there  is  nothing  here  save  what  can  be  easily  ac- 
counted for.  I  am  the  son  of  a  Scottish  nobleman, 
who  was  mortally  wounded  and  made  prisoner  at 
Worcester  fight.  When  ho  took  leave,  and  bid  me 
fly,  ho  gave  me  the  few  valuables  he  possessed,  and 
that  among  others.  I  have  heard  him  talk  of  having 
changed  rings  with  Lord  Wilmot,  on  some  occasion 
in  Scotland,  but  I  never  knew  the  trick  of  the  gem 
which  you  have  shown  me." 

In  this  it  may  bo  necessary  to  say,  Charles  spoke 


very  truly ;  nor  would  he  have  parted  with  it  in  tha 
way  he  did,  had  he  suspected  it  would  be  easily  re- 
cognised.   He  proceeded  after  a  minute's  pause: — 


"Once  more,  sir,— I  have  told  you  much  that  con- 
cerns my  safety— if  you  are  generous,  you  will  let  me 


pass,  and  I  may  do  you  on  some  future  day  as  good 
service.  If  you  mean  to  arrest  me,  you  must  uo  so 
here,  and  at  your  own  rn-ril,  for  I  wul  neither  walk 


farther  vour  way,  nor  permit  you  to  doK  me  on  mine, 
If  you  let  mc  bass,  I  wdl  thank  you— If  nut,  take  to 
your  weepon.*'^  ^ 
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"Tounj?  ^ntlpman,"  saM  Colonrl  Evernnl, "  whe- 
ther you  he  nciually  the  gay  young  noblfiiian  for 
whom  I  took  you,  you  have  maue  mo  uncertnin ;  hut, 
intimate  as  you  sny  your  family  has  been  with  him,  I 
have  hllle  doubt  that  you  an-  proficient  in  the  school 
of  debauchcr\',  of  which  Wilmol  and  Villicrs  are  pro- 
fessors, and  ineir  hopeful  Master  a  graduated  student. 
Your  conduct  at  Woodstock,  where  you  have  re- 
warded the  hospitality  of  the  family  by  meditating 
the  most  deadly  wound  to  their  honour,  has  proved 
you  too  apt  a  scholar  in  such  an  academy.  I  in- 
tended only  to  warn  you  on  this  subject— it  nill  be 
your  own  fault  if  I  adu  chastisement  to  admonition." 

"Warn  me,  sir!"  said  the  Prince,  indignantly, 
"and  chasiisiement !  This  is  presuming  more  on 
my  patience  than  is  consistent  with  your  own  safety 
—Draw,  sir."— So  saying,  he  laid  his  hand  on  his 
sword. 

"My  religion,"  said  Everard,  "forbids  me  to  be 
rash  m  shedding  blood— Go  home,  sir— be  wise- 
consult  the  dictates  of  honour  as  well  as  prudence. 
Respect  the  honour  of  the  house  of  Lee,  and  know 
there  is  one  nearly  allied  to  it,  by  whom  your  mo- 
tions will  be  called  to  severe  account." 

"Aha!"  said  the  Prince,  with  a  bitter  laugh.  "I  soc 
the  whole  matter  now— we  have  our  rounuheaded 
Colonel,  our  puritan  cousin,  before  us— the  man  of 
texts  and  morals,  whom  Alice  Lee  laughs  at  so 
heartily.  If  your  religion,  sir,  prevents  you  from  jpv- 
ing  satisfaction,  it  shoula  prevent  you  from  ofTenng 
insult  to  a  person  of  honour." 

The  passions  of  both  were  now  fully  up— they  drew 
mutually,  and  began  to  fight,  the  Colonel  relinquish- 
iiie  the  advantage  he  could  have  obtained  by  the  use 
ot  his  fire-arms.  A  thrust  of  the  arm,  or  a  slip  of  the 
foot,  might,  at  the  moment,  have  chaitfod  the  desti- 
nies of  Britain,  when  the  arrival  of  a  thia  party  broke 
off  the  combat. 


CHAPTER   XXV. 

Stay— for  the  King  haa  thrown  hi*  warder  down. 

RkharilL 

The  combatants  whom  we  left  engaged  at  the  end 
of  the  last  chapter,  made  mutual  passes  at  each  other 
with  apparently  equal  skill  and  courage.  Charles  had 
been  too  often  m  action,  and  too  long  a  party  as  well 
as  a  victim  to  civil  war,  to  find  any  thing  new  or 
surprising  m  being  obliged  to  defend  himself  with  his 
own  hands ;  and  Everard  had  been  distinguished,  as 
well  for  his  personal  bravery,  as  for  the  other  pro- 
perties of  a  commander.  But  the  arrival  of  a  third 
party  prevented  the  tragic  conclusion  of  a  combat,  in 
which  the  success  of  either  party  niust  have  given 
him  much  cause  for  regretting  his  victory. 

It  was  the  old  knight  himself,  who  arrived,  rnountcd 
upon  a  forest  pony,  for  the  war  and  seauestration  had 
left  him  no  steed  of  a  more  dignified  description.  He 
thrust  himself  between  the  combatants,  and  com- 
manded them  on  their  lives  to  hold.  So  soon  as  a 
glance  from  one  to  the  other  had  ascertamed  to  him 
whom  he  had  to  deal  with,  he  demanded,  "  Whether 
the  devils  of  Woodstock  whom  folk  talked  about  had 
got  possession  of  them  both,  that  they  were  tilting  at 
each  other  within  the  verge  of  the  royal  liberties?— 
Let  me  tell  both  of  you,  he  said,  "  that  while  old 
Henry  Lee  is  at  Woodstock,  the  immunities  of  the 
Park  shall  be  maintained  as  much  as  if  the  King 
were  still  on  the  throne.  None  shall  fight  duellos 
fierc,  excepting  the  stags  in  their  season.  Put  up, 
both  of  you,  or  I  shall  lug  out  as  thirdsman,  nnd 
prove  perhaps  the  worst  devil  of  the  three !— Aa  Will 
aays— 

'  I'll  lo  maul  you  and  your  toasting-irons, 

That  yoa  ■hall  think  the  devil  haa  oome  (Vom  helL*  ** 

The  combatants  desisted  from  their  encounter,  but 
stood  looking  at  each  other  sullenly,  as  men  do  in 
such  a  situation,  each  unwilling  to  seem  to  desire 
peace  more  than  the  other,  and  averse  therefore  to  be 
the  first  to  sheathe  his  sword. 

"Return  your  weapons,  gentlemen  iipon  the  spot," 
said  the  knight  still  more  peremptorily;  "one  and 
both  of  you^  or  you  will  have  something  to  do  with 
'^  I  promise  you.   Tou  mty  be  tbankioi  times  ira 


changed.  I  have  known  them  such,  that  your  inso* 
leiice  might  have  cost  each  of  you  your  right  hand,  if 
not  redeemed  with  a  roun<l  sum  of  money.— NVphew, 
if  you  do  not  mean  to  alienate  me  for  ever,  1  com- 
mand you  lo  put  up.— Master  Kenieguy,  ymi  are  my 
guest.  I  reouest  of  you  not  to  do  me  the  msiilt  of  re- 
maining with  your  sword  drawn,  where  it  is  my  duty 
to  see  peace  oDserved." 

"  I  obey  you,  Sir  Henry,"  said  the  King,  sheathing 
his  rapie — "I  hardly  indeed  know  whenfore  I  was 
assaulted  by  this  gentleman.  I  assure  you,  none 
respects  the  King's  person  or  privileges  more  than 
myself— though  the  devotion  is  somewhat  out  of 
fashion." 

"  We  may  find  a  place  to  meet,  sir,"  replied  Everard, 
"where  neither  the  royal  person  nor  privileges  can 
be  offended." 

"  Faith,  very  hardly,  sir,"  said  Charles,  unable  to 
suppress  the  rising  iest— "1  mean,  the  King  has  m 
few  followers,  that  the  loss  of  the  least  of  them  might 
be  some  small  damage  to  him ;  but,  risking  all  that, 
I  will  meet  you  wherever  there  is  fair  field  for  a  poor 
cavalier  to  get  off  in  safety,  if  he  has  the  luck  in 
fight." 

Sir  Henry  Lee's  first  idea  had  been  fixed  upon  ths 
insult  offered  to  the  royal  demesne:  he  now  be^Q 
to  turn  his  thoughts  towards  the  safety  of  his  kins- 
man, and  of  the  young  royalist,  as  he  deemed  bun. 
"Gentlemen,"  he  said,  "I must  insist  on  tliih  busi- 
ness being  put  to  a  final  end.  Nephew  Markham, 
is  this  your  return  for  my  condescension  in  comins 
back  to  Woodstock  on  your  warrant,  that  you  sbocla 
take  an  opportunity  to  cut  the  throot  of  my  guest  V 

"If  you  Knew  his  purpose  as  well  as  I  do,"— §ai4 
Markham,  and  then  paused,  conscious  that  hie  might 
only  incense  his  uncle  without  convincing  hitn,  as 
any  thing  he  might  say  of  Kemeguy's  addresses  to 
Alice  was  likely  to  be  imputed  to  his  own  jealous  sus- 
picions—he looked  on  the  ground,  therefore,  and  was 
silent 

"And  you.  Master  Kemeguy,"  said  Sn-  Henry, 
"  can  vou  give  me  any  reason  why  you  seek  ts  takt 
the  life  of  this  young  man,  in  whom,  though  unhao- 
pily  forgetful  of  his  loyalty  nnd  duty,  I  must  yet  tab 
some  interest,  as  my  nephew  by  affinity  ?" 

"I  was  not  aware  tne  gentleman  enjoyed  that 
honour,  which  certainly  would  have  protected  bun 
from  my  sword,"  answered  Kemeguy.  "But  iha 
quarrel  is  his ;  nor  can  1  tell  any  reason  why  he  fixed 
it  upon  me,  unless  it  were  the  difference  of  ourpoliti- 
cal  opinions." 

"Vou  know  the  contrary,"  said  Everard;  "you 
know  that  I  told  you  you  were  safe  from  me  as  a 
fugitive  royalist— and  your  last  words  showed  yoa 
were  at  no  loss  to  guess  my  connexion  with  Sir 
Henry.  That,  indeed,  is  of  little  consequence.  I 
should  debase  myself  did  I  use  the  relationship  as  a 
means  of  pmtection  from  you,  or  any  one." 

As  they  thus  disputed,  neither  choosing  to  approach 
the  real  cause  of  quarrel.  Sir  Henry  looked  from  tbt 
one  to  the  other,  with  a  peace-making  oountenBDee^ 
exclaiming— 

— " '  Why,  what  an  hitrieato  fanpoaeh  ia  tliia? 
I  think  joa  both  hav«  drank  of  Cirea'aesik.* 

Come,  my  young  masters,  allow  an  old  man  to  me- 
diate between  you.  I  am  not  shortsighted  in  socii 
matters— The  mother  of  mischief  is  no  bigger  thaa 
a  gnat's  wing;  and  I  have  known  fifty  instanoes  m 
my  own  day,  when,  as  Will  says— 

'  Gallant*  have  bom  eoofhmted  hardOj, 

In  ainfitt  opposition,  hand  to  hand,' 

in  which,  after  the  field  was  fought,  no  one  ooald  re- 
membor  the  cause  of  quarrel.— Tosh  t  a  small  thine 
will  do  it— the  taking  of  the  wall— or  the  gentle  rob 
of  the  shoulder  in  passing  each  other  or  a  hasty  word, 
or  a  misconceived  gesture— Come,  forget  your  cause 
of  quarrel,  be  what  it  will— you  hare  had  your 
breathing,  and  though  you  put  up  yoor  rapiers  nn- 
bloodied,  that  wA  no  default  of  yoursL  but  by  eosH 
mand  of  your  elder,  and  on^  who  had  right  to  am 
authority.  In  Malta,  where  the  duello  is  ponctiliously 
well  understood,  the  persons  engaged  hi  a  singlt 
combat  are  bound  to  halt  on  the  commaiid  of  a 
knigfa^  or  priest,  or  lady,  and  tbn  qjuaml  so  ianr- 
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nipted  is  held  w  honourably  torminated,  and  may 
not  be  revived.— Nephew,  it  is,  I  think,  im^>o8Bible 
that  you  can  nourish  spleen  against  this  younjc  gen- 
tleman for  having  fouuht  for  his  king,  flear  my 
honest  proposal,  Mark  nam— You  know  I  bear  no 
malicti,  though  I  have  some  reason  to  be  oflt  nded 
with  you— Give  the  young  man  your  hand  in  friend- 
ahip,  and  we  will  back  to  the  Lodge,  all  three 
together,  and  drink  a  cup  of  sack  in  token  of  recon- 
ciliation." 

Mnrkham  Everard  found  himself  unable  to  resist 
this  approach  towards  kindness  on  his  ancle's  part, 
lie  suspected,  indeed,  what  was  partly  the  truth,  that 
it  was  not  entirely  from  reviving  good-wiH,  but  also, 
that  his  uncle  thought,  by  such  attention,  to  secure 
his  neutrality  at  least,  if  not  his  assistance^  for  the 
safety  of  the  fugitive  royalist.  He  was  sensible  that 
he  was  placed  in  an  awkward  predicament ;  and  that 
he  inignt  incur  the  suspicions  of  his  own  party,  for 
holding  intercourse  even  with  a  near  relation,  who 
harboured  such  jgucsts.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  he 
thought  hia  services  to  the  Commonwealth  had  been 
of  sufficient  importance  to  outwe^h  whatever  envy 
might  urge  on  that  topic.  Indeed,  although  the  Civil 
War  had  divided  families  much,  and  in  many  various 
ways,  yet  when  it  seemed  ended  by  the  triumph  of  the 
republicans,  the  rage  of  political  hatred  be^n  to  re- 
lent, and  the  ancient  tics  of  kindred  and  Iriendship 
S Brined  at  least  a  part  of  theh'  former  influence, 
any  reunions  were  formed;  and  those  who,  like 
Everard,  adhered  to  the  conquering  party,  often  ex- 
erted themselves  for  the  protection  of  iheur  deserted 
relatives. 

As  these  things  rushed  through  his  mind,  accom- 
panied with  the  prospect  of  a  renewed  intercourse  with 
AUce  Lee,  by  means  of  which  he  might  be  at  hand  to 
protect  her  against  every  chance,  either  of  injury  or 
insult,  he  held  out  his  hand  to  the  supposed  Scottish 
page,  saying  at  the  same  time,  *'That,  for  his  part,  he 
was  very  ready  to  forget  the  cause  of  quarrel,  or  rather, 
to  consider  it  as  arising  out  of  a  misapprehension,  and 
to  offer  Master  Kemeguy  such  friendship  as  might 
exist  between  honouranle  men,  who  had  embraced 
different  sides  in  polilirs." 

Unable  to  overcome  the  feeling  of  personal  dignity, 
which  prudence  recommended  to  him  to  forget,  Lotus 
Kerneguy  in  return  bowed  low,  but  without  accepting 
Everard  s  prof^iired  hand. 

"  He  had  no  occasion,"  he  said,  '*  to  make  any  ex- 
ertions to  forget  the  cause  of  quarrel,  for  he  had  never 
been  able  to  conipn-hend  it ;  but  as  he  had  not  shunned 
the  gentleman's  repcntmcnt,  so  he  was  now  willing  to 
embrace  and  return  any  degree  of  his  favour,  with 
which  he  mi;;ht  be  pienstd  to  honour  him.'* 

Everard  w  ithdrew  hi8  hand  with  a  smile,  and  bowed 
in  return  to  the  snlutntiun  of  the  page,  whose  stiff  re- 
ception of  his  advances  he  imputid  to  the  proud  pet- 
tish disposition  of  a  Scotch  boy,  trainwi  up  in  extra- 
vagant ideas  of  family  conwqurnre  and  perponnl 
importance,  which  his  acquaintance  with  the  world 
bad  not  yet  bwn  sufficient  to  dinpel. 

Sir  Henry  Let*,  delighttxl  with  the  termination  of 
thequarrel,  which  he  supposed  to  be  in  deep  deference 
to  his  own  authority,  and  not  displeased  with  the  op- 
ponunity  of  renewing  some  arijuaintance  with  his 
nephew,  who  had,  notwithstanding  his  political  de- 
merits, a  warmer  interest  in  his  affections  than  he 
was,  perhaps,  himself  aware  of,  said,  in  a  tone  of  con- 
solation^  "Never  be  mortified,  young  gentleman.  I 
protest  It  went  to  my  heart  to  part  you,  when  I  saw 
you  stretching  yourselves  so  handsomely,  and  in  fair 
love  of  honour,  without  any  malicious  or  bloodthirsty 
thoughts.  I  promise  you,  had  it  not  been  for  my  duty 
as  Ranger  here,  and  sworn  to  the  office,  I  would 
rather  have  been  yi)ur  umpire  than  your  ninderancc.— 
But  a  finished  quarrel  is  a  forgotten  quarrel;  and  your 
tilting  should  have  no  further  consequence  excepting 
the  appetite  it  may  have  given  you." 

So  saying,  he  urged  forward  liis  pony,  and  moved 
in  triumph  towards  the  Lodge  by  the  nearest  alley. 
His  feet  almost  touching  the  ground,  the  ball  of  his 
toe  just  resting  in  the  stirnip.— the  forepart  of  the  thigh 
brought  round  to  the  saddle,— the  heels  turned  out- 
warod,  and  sunk  as  much  as  pos8ible,~his  body  pre- 


cisely erect,— the  reins  properly  and  s\'stematically 
dividixl  in  his  left  hand,  nis  riuht  holding  a  riding-rod 
diagonally  porntefl  towards  the  horde's  left  ear,— ha 
seemed  a  champion  of  the  menage,  fit  to  have  reined 
Bucephalus  himself.  His  youthful  companions,  who 
attended  on  either  hand  like  equerries,  could  scarce 
suppress  a  smile  at  the  completely  adjusted  and  sya- 
tematic  posture  of  the  rider,  contracted  witli  the  wild 
and  diminutive  appearance  of  the  oony,  with  its  shagsy 
coat,  and  long  tail  and  mane,  and  its  keen  eyes  snariL- 
hng  like  red  coals  from  amongst  the  mass  ot  hair 
which  fell  over  its  small  countenance.  If  the  reader 
has  the  Duke  of  Newcastle's  book  on  horsemanship, 
{splendida  moles!)  he  may  have  some  kiea  of  the 
figure  of  the  good  knight,  if  he  can  conceive  such  a 
figuri!  ae  one  of  the  cavalien  there  represented,  seated, 
in  all  ibe  graces  of  hia  art,  on  a  Welsh  or  Exmoor 
povjy,  m  its  native  savage  state,  without  grooming  or 
discipline  of  any  kind ;  the  ridicule  being  greatly  en- 
hanced b^  the  disproportion  of  size  betwixt  the  animal 
and  itsriiJer. 

Pt^rhiips  the  knight  saw  their  wonder,  for  the  first 
Ti-orriB  he  *aid  after  they  left  the  ground  were,  "Pixie, 
though  small,  is  mettlesome,  gentlemen,"  (here  ha 
conirjve'i  that  Pixie  should  himself  corroborate  the 
uii^rtion,  by  executing  a  gambade,)—"  he  is  dimi- 
nutive, but  full  of  spirit ;— indeed,  save  that  I  am  some- 
what too  large  for  an  elfin  horseman,"  (the  knight 
was  upwards  of  six  feet  high,)  "I  should  remind  my- 
self; when  I  mount  him,  of  the  Fairy  King,  as  described 
by  Mike  Drayton  :— 

'  Himtpir  he  on  an  evwif  Mt. 
Yet  acorre  ufton  hi»  bark  could  let, 
80  olt  and  hicli  he  did  cunret. 

Ere  he  himhoir  did  settle. 
Re  made  him  itop,  ond  turn,  and  IxNnid, 
To  fallop,  and  to  trut  the  round, 
H«  scarce  fonid  f  Uod  on  any  groiudp 

Ha  was  lo  rullormelUa.'  ** 

"My  old  friend,  Pixie!"  said  Everard,  stroking  the 
pony's  neck,  "  I  am  glad  that  he  has  survived  all  theos 
bustling  days— Pixie  must  be  above  twenty  years  old. 
Sir  Henry?"  .  ,        ^ 

"Above  twenty  years,  cerlamly.  Yes,  nephew 
Mnrkham,  war  is  a  whirlwind  in  a  planuuon,  which 
only  spares  what  is  least  worth  leaving.  Oki  Pixie 
ana  his  oW  master  have  survived  many  a  tall  fellow, 
and  many  a  great  horse— neither  of  them  good  for 
much  themselves.  Yet,  as  Will  says,  an  old  nian  can 
do  somewhat.    So  Pixie  and  I  siill  survive." 

So  saying,  he  again  contrived  that  Pixie  should 
show  some  remnants  of  activity.  . 

"Still  survive?"  said  the  young  Scott,  completing 
the  sentence  which  the  good  knight  had  left  unnnished 
— "  ay,  still  survive,  . .  ^  w.  . .. 

•  To  witch  Uie  world  with  noble  hommaoahip.* " 

Everard  coloured,  for  he  felt  the  irony ;  but  not  so 
his  uncle,  whose  simple  vanity  never  permitted  him  to 
doubt  the  sincerity  of  the  compliment.        .. ,    ^. 

"Are  you  advised  of  that?*'  he  said.  "In  King 
James's  time,  indeed,  I  have  appeared  in  the  tiltyard, 
and  there  you  might  ha\'csaid— 

'  You  aaw  young  Harry  with  hia  beavw  up.* 

As  to  seeing  old  Harry,  why** Here  the  knight 

paused,  and  Iot)ked  as  a  bashful  man  in  labour  of  a  pun 
—"As  to  old  Harry— why  you  miglit  as  well  see  the 
dcril.  You  take  me,  Master  Kemeguy— the  devil,  you 
know,  is  my  namesake— ha— ha— ha !— Cousin  Ever- 
ard, I  hope  your  precision  is  not  startled  by  an  inno- 
cent jest?"  ^    ... 

He  was  so  delighted  with  the  applause  of  both  his 
companions, that  he  recited  the  whole  of  the  celebrated 
passage  ri'ferred  to,  and  concluded  with  defying  th»' 
present  age,  bundle  all  its  wits,  Donne,  Cowley,  Wal- 
ler, and  the  rest  of  them  together,  to  produce  a  i^Mtof 
a  tenth  part  of  the  genius  of  old  Will. 

"  Why,  we  are  said  to  have  one  of  his  descendants 
among  us— Sir  William  D'Avenant,"  said  Louis 
Kemeguy ;  "  and  many  think  Win  as  clever  a  fellow.'* 

"Whatr*  exclaimed  Henry-" Will  D'Avenant, 
whom  I  knew  in  the  North,  an  officer  under  Newcas- 
tle, when  the  Marquis  lay  before  Hull?— why,  he  was 
an  honest  cavalier,  and  wrote  good  doggerel  enough ; 
but  how  came  he  akin  to  Will  Shakspeare,  I  trow  ? 

"  Why,"  replied  the  youDg  Scot,  "by  the  surer  aide 
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of  the  house,  and  after  the  old  fashion,  if  D'Avcnant 
speaks  truth.  It  seems  that  his  mother  was  a  i;o<id- 
looking,  laughing,  buxom  misf res^  of  an  inn  betwr:en 
Stratford  and  L«jndon,at  which  Will  Shakspeare  ofti;n 
quartered  as  he  went  down  to  his  native  town;  and  that 
out  of  friendship  and  ^ssipred,  as  we  eav  in  Scotland, 
Will  Shaktn>eare  became  i^father  to  VVill  D'Aven- 
ant;  and  not  content  with  this  spiritual  allinity,  the 
youn^i^r  Will  is  for  establishing  some  claim  to  a  na- 
tural one,  aliening  that  his  mother  was  a  great  admirer 
of  wit,  and  there  were  no  bounds  to  her  complaisance 
for  menof  p^*nius."* 

"Out  upon  the  hound!"  said  Colonel  Everard; 
"would  he  purchase  the  reputation  of  descending 
from  poet,  or  from  prince,  at  the  expense  of  his  mo- 
ther's good  fame  ?— his  nose  ought  to  be  slit." 

"  That  would  be  difficult,"  answered  the  disguised 
Prince,  recollecting  the  peculiarity  of  the  bard's  coun- 
lenanee.+ 

"  Will  D' Avcnant  the  son  of  Will  Shakspeare  f  said 
the  kniphl,  who  liad  not  yet  rect>vered  his  surprise  at 
the  enormity  of  the  pretension ;  "  why,  it  reminds  me 
of  a  verse  in  the  puppetshow  of  Phaeton,  where  the 
hero  complains  to  his  mother— 

'  UMidn.  bf  all  the  villaite  bort  Tin  HhamM ; 
You  the  Sun's  mni,  you  raMcal,  you  tM  d-d  l'| 

I  never  heard  such  unblushing  assurance  in  my  life  !— 
Will  D'Avenant  the  son  of  the  brighteel  and  best 
poet  that  ever  was,  is,  or  will  be !— But  I  crave  your 
pardon,  nephew— You,  I  believe,  love  no  stageplays." 

"  Nay,  I  am  not  altogether  so  precise  as  you  would 
make  me,  uncle.  I  have  loved  them  perhaps  too  well 
in  my  time,  and  now  I  condemn  them  not  altogether, 
or  in  gross,  though  I  approve  not  their  excesses  and 
extravagances.  I  cannot,  even  in  Shakspeare,  but 
see  many  things  both  scandalous  to  decency  and  pre- 
judicial to  good  manners— many  things  which  tend  to 
ridicule  virtue,  or  to  recommend  vice,— at  least  to  nii- 
tigate  the  hideousness  of  its  features.  I  cannot  think 
these  fine  poems  are  a  iiscfid  study,  and  esi>ecially  for 
the  youth  of  either  sex,  in  which  bloodshed  is  tainted 
out  as  the  chief  occupation  of  the  men,  and  intrigue  as 
the  sole  employment  of  the  women." 

In  making;  these  observations  Everard  was  simple 
enough  to  think  that  he  was  only  giving  his  uncle  an 
opportunitjr  of  defending  a  favourite  opinion,  without 
offiindin^  him  by  a  contradiction,  which  was  so  limited 
and  mitigated.  But  here,  as  on  other  occasions,  he 
forgot  how  obstinate  his  uncle  was  in  liis  views, 
whether  of  religion,  policy,  or  taste,  and  that  it  would 
be  as  easy  to  convert  him  to  the  Presbyterian  form  of 
government,  or  en^^ige  him  to  take  the  abjuration 
oath,  as  to  snake  hisbi^lief  in  Shakspeare.  There  was 
another  peculiarity  in  the  good  knight's  mode  of  ar- 

Suing,  which  Everard,  being  himself  of  a  plain  and 
ownright  character,  and  one  whose  religious  tenets 
were  in  some  degree  unfavourable  to  the  suppressions 
and  simulations  often  used  in  society,  could  never  per- 
fectly und(>rstand.  Sir  Henr>',  sensible  of  his  natural 
heat  of  turn  per.  was  wont  scrupulously  toward  against 
it,  and  would  for  some  time,  when  in  fact  much 
onended,  conduct  a  debate  with  all  the  external  ap- 
pearance of  composure,  till  the  violence  of  his  feelings 
would  rise  so  high  as  to  overcome  and  bear  away  the 
artificial  barriers  opposed  to  it,  and  rush  down  upon 
the  adversary  with  accumulating  wrath.  It  thus 
frequently  happened,  that,  hke  a  wily  old  general,  he 
retreated  in  the  face  of  his  disputant  in  good  order  and 
by  degrees,  with  so  moderate  a  degree  of  resistance, 
as  to  draw  on  his  antagonist's  pursuit  to  the  spot, 
where,  at  length,  making  a  sudden  and  unexpected 
attack,  with  horse,  foot,  and  artillery  at  once,  ne  sel- 
dom failed  to  confound  the  enemy,  though  he  might 
not  overthrow  him. 

*  This  eoMipinr  tale  i«  to  be  found  in  the  varionim  Shakt- 
peare.  IVAvenant  did  not  much  mind  throwing  out  hinti  in 
which  he  racriAced  hii  mothcr'ii  character  to  hU  actire  ofbeinf 
held  a  dnarendant  Trom  the  admirable  Shakfpearc. 

t  D'Avenant  antualljr  wanted  the  Duae,  the  fonndation  of 
many  a  j<><.t  ofUiu  day. 

I  we  ohnorve  itnf  couplet  in  Fielding'*  force  of  TumbUdown- 
ZHek,  founded  on  the  Hnme  rlamiral  ftory.  A«  it  wan  current  in 
titr  lime  of  the  Commonwealth,  itmuft  have  reached  Uie  autlior 
of  Tom  Jotfs  by  traditum— for  no  one  will  auapect  Uie  pruaent 
author  of  makioff  Um  uwchroniani. 


It  was  on  this  principle,  therefore,  that,  hearing 
Rvernrd's  last  observation,  he  disguised  his  angry 
feelings,  and  onswcred,  with  a  tone  where  politeness 
was  called  in  to  ki-ep  guard  ur>on  passion,  "That  un- 
doubtedly the  Presbytonan  gentry  had  given,  through 
the  whuie  of  these  unhappy  times,  such  proofs  of  a 
humble,  unas|)iring.  and  unambitious  desire  of  the 
public  good,  as  entitled  them  to  general  creolt  for  the 
sincerity  of  those  very  strong  scruples  which  they  en- 
tertained against  works,  in  which  the  noblest  seiiti- 
ments  of  religion  ana  virtue,— sentiments  which 
might  convert liardened  sinners,  and  be  olaced  with 
propriety  in  the  moutlis  of  dying  saints  ana  martyrs,— 
happen^,  from  the  riuleness  and  coarse  taste  of  the 
times,  to  l)e  mixed  with  some  broad  jests,  and  similar 
matter,  which  lay  not  much  in  the  way,  excepting 
of  those  who  painfully  sought  such  stuff  out,  that  they 
might  use  it  in  villifying  what  was  in  itself  deseri'ing 
of  the  highest  applause.  But  what  he  wished  espe- 
cially to  know  from  his  nephew  was,  whether  any  of 
those  gifted  men  who  had  e.\pelled  the  learned  sh^do- 
lars  and  deep  divines  of  the  Church  of  FIngland  from 
the  pulpit,  and  now  flourislu'd  in  their  stead,  received 
any  inspiration  from  the  muses,  (if  he  might  use  m 
profaiu!  a  term  without  otience  to  T'oIoncT Everarti.) 
or  whether  they  were  not  as  sottishly  and  brutally 
averse  from  elegant  letters,  as  they  were  from  huma- 
nity and  common  sense  7 

Colonel  Everard  nii^ht  have  guessed,  by  the  ironi* 
cal  tone  in  which  this  speech  was  delivered,  what 
storm  was  mustering  within  his  uncle's  bosom— najr, 
he  might  have  conjectured  the  stateof  the  old  knight  t 
ft'elings  from  his  emphasis  on  the  word  Colonel,  by 
which  epithet,  as  that  which  most  connecuxl  hia 
nephew  with  the  party  he  hated,  he  never  distin- 
guished Everard,  unless  when  his  wrath  was  rising: 
while,  on  the  contrary,  when  disposixl  to  be  on  good 
terms  with  him,  he  usually  called  him  Kinsman,  or 
Nephew  Markham.  Indeed,  it  was  under  a  partial 
sense  that  th'j  was  the  case,  and  in  the  hope  to  see 
his  cousin  Alice,  that  the  Colonel  forbore  making  any 
answer  to  the  harangue  of  his  uncle,  which  had  con- 
cluded just  as  the  old  knight  had  alighted  at  the  door 
of  the  Lodge,  and  was  entering  the  nail,  followed  by 
his  two  attendants. 

Phrcbe  at  the  same  time  made  her  appearance  in 
the  hall,  and  received  orders  to  bring  some  "  beve- 
ra«:e"  for  the  gentlemen.  The  Hebe  of  Woodstock 
failed  not  to  recognise  and  welcome  Everard  by  an 
almost  imperceptible  curtsey ;  but  she  did  not  serve 
her  interest,  as  she  designed,  when  she  asked  the 
knight  as  a  question  of  course,  whether  he  com- 
manded the  attendance  of  Mistress  Alice.  A  rtem 
No.  was  the  drniided  reply ;  aiid  the  ill-timed  inter- 
ference seemed  to  increase  his  previous  irritation 
against  Everard  for  his  depreciation  of  Shakspeare. 
"I  would  insist,"— said  Sir  Henry,  resuming  tne  ob- 
noxious subject,  "  were  it  fit  for  a  poor  disbanded 
cavalier  to  use  such  a  phrase  towards  a  commander 
of  the  conquering  army,— upon  knowing  whether  the 
convulsion  which  has  sent  us  saints  and  prophets 
without  end,  has  not  also  aflforded  us  a  poet  with 
enough  both  of  gif^s  and  grace  to  outshine  poor  old 
Will,  the  oracle  and  idol  of  us  blinded  and  carnal 
cavaliers  ?" 

"Surely,  sir,"  replied  Colonel  Everard,  "I  know 
verses  written  by  a  friend  of  the  Commonwealth,  and 
those,  too,  of  a  dramatic  character,  which,  weighed 
in  an  impartial  scale,  might  equal  even  the  poetry  ot 
Shakspeare,  and  which  are  free  ttom  the  fustian  and 
indelicacy  with  which  that  great  bard  was  some- 
times content  to  feed  the  coarse  appetites  of  his  bar- 
barous audience." 

"  Indeed  T'  said  the  knight,  keeping  down  his  wrath 
with  difficulty.  "  I  should  like  to  be  acquainted  with 
this  masterpiece  of  poetry  I— May  we  ask  the  name 
of  this  distinguished  person?" 

"  It  must  bie  Vicars,  or  Withers,  at  least,"  said  the 
feigned  page. 

No,  Sir,"  replied  Everard,  "nor  Drummond  of 
Hawthomden,  nor  Lord  Stirling  neither.  And  yet 
the  verses  will  vindicate  what  I  say,  if  you  will  make 
allowance  for  indifferent  recitation,  for  I  am  better 
accustomed  to  speak  to  a  battalion  than  to  thoae  who 
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love  the  muses.  TIip  iipeaker  is  n  lady  benighted, 
who,  hoviiij;  lust  hor  way  in  a  pathless  forest,  ot  first 
cxpni^^c's  litTRC'If  a^tatcd  by  the  supernatural  fears 
lo  which  her  situation  ^vcnse." 

"A  pinv,  to'),.an(l  written  by  a  roundhead  author f 
said  Sir  Henry  in  surprise. 

"  A  dramatic  production  at  least,"  replied  his  ne- 
phew ;  and  began  to  recite  simply,  but  with  feeling, 
the  lines  now  so  well  known,  out  which  had  then 
obtained  no  celebrity,  the  fame  of  the  author  resting 
upon  the  basis  rather  of  his  polemical  and  pohtical 
publicationA,  than  on  the  poetry  doomed  in  after  days 
to  support  the  eternal  structure  of  his  immortality. 
■*  *  Th«w  thoarhts  mar  itertle,  but  will  not  mUmumI 
The  virtwHu  miod,  that  ever  walki  atleoded 
By  a  ftrung-sldinf  champioo,  CooacieDoo.* " 

"My  own  opinion,  nephew  Markhom.  my  own 
opinion,'*  said  Sir  Henry,  with  a  burst  of  admiration ; 
"better  expressed,  but  just  what  I  said  when  the 
Bcoundrelly  roundheads  pretended  to  sec  ghosts  at 
WtHxJstock— Go  on,  1  pnthce." 

Everard  proceeded  :— 

** '  Oh  welcmne.  pure-efed  Faith,  whita-handed  Hope 

Thnu  hovennc  anrel,  f  irt  with  toldcii  wiofs. 

And  thfju  iiabkinith'd  Tonn  of  (Miadtitjr  I 

I  nH**  }■!•  Tiiiibly,  anil  now  belipve 

Tliat  hn  the  8ui>reinn  GihmI,  to  wliom  all  thinct  ill 

Arc  but  an  nlaviith  offlcepi  orrenfi^nro. 

Would  iwnd  ariiiterinf  guardian,  ifn^d  ware, 

To  kitop  my  lira  and  honour  unanMird.— 

Was  I  deroived  or  did  a  uble  cloud, 

TUD  forth  bar  lilvef  lioioff  on  the  nifht  1" 

"Thereat  has  escaped  me,"  said  the  reciter :  "and 
I  mar\'el  I  have  been  able  to  remember  so  much." 

Sir  Henry  Lee,  who  had  expected  some  effusion 
very  different  from  those  classical  and  beautiful  lines, 
toon  changed  the  scornful  expression  of  his  counte- 
nance, relaxed  his  contorted  upper  lip,  and  stroking 
down  his  beard  with  his  left  hand,  rested  the  fore- 
finger of  the  right  upon  his  eyebrow,  in  sign  of  pro- 
found attention.  After  Everard  had  ceased  speak- 
ing, the  old  man  sighed  as  at  the  end  of  a  stram  of 
tweet  music.  He  then  spoke  in  a  gentler  manner 
than  formerly. 

"Cousin  Markham,"  he  said,  "these  Teracs  flow 
sweetly,  and  sounded  in  mycars  like  the  well-touched 
warbling  of  a  lute.  But  thou  knowest  I  am  some- 
thing slow  of  apprehending  the  full  meaning  of  that 
which  I  hear  lor  the  first  time.  Repeat  me  these 
▼erses  again,  slowly  and  deliberately;  for  I  always 
love  to  hear  poetry  twice,  the  first  time  for  sound,  and 
the  latter  time  for  sense. 

Thus  encouraged,  Everard  recited  again  the  lines, 
with  more  hnraihood  and  better  effect;  the  knight 
distinctly  understanding,  and,  from  his  looks  and 
motions,  highly  applaumng  them. 

"Yes!"  ne  broke  out  when  Everard  was  again 
silent— "Yes  I  do  call  that  poetry— though  it  were 
even  written  by  a  Presbyterian,  or  an  Anabaptist 
either.  Ay,  there  were  good  and  righteous  people  to 
be  found  even  amongst  the  offending  towns  which 
were  destroyed  by  fire.  And  certainly  I  have  heard, 
though  with  little  credence,  (begging  your  pardon, 
cousin  Everard,)  that  there  are  men  amon^  you  who 
have -wen  the  error  of  their  ways  in  rebelling  against 
the  best  and  kindest  of  masters,  and  bringing  it  to 
that  pnss  that  he  was  murdered  by  a  gang  yet  fiercer 
than  themselves.  Ay,  doubtless  the  gentleness  of 
spirit^  and  the  purity  of  mind,  which  dictated  those 
beautiful  lines,  has  long  ago  taught  a  man  so  amiable 
to  say,  I  have  sinned,  I  nave  sinned.  Yes,  I  doubt 
not  Sfi  sweet  a  han>  has  been  broken,  even  in  remorse, 
for  the  crimes  he  was  witness  to ;  and  now  he  sits 
drooping  for  the  shame  and  sorrow  of  England,— all 
his  noble  rhymes,  as  Will  says, 

'  Like  <weet  bcllii  jangled  out  of  tune  and  harah.* 

Dost  thou  not  think  so.  Master  Kemeguy  ?" 
"Nut  I.  iSir  Henry,"  answered  thepoc^  somewhat 

malioiouKly. 

"  What,  (lost  not  believe  the  author  of  these  lines 

must  net-ds  he  of  the  better  file,  and  leaning  to  our 

persuasion  ?" 
"I  think,  Sir  Hemy,  that  the  poetry  qualifies  the 


author  to  write  a  play  on  the  subject  of  Dame  Poti- 
phar  and  her  recusant  lover:  and  as  for  his  calling— 
that  loMt  metaphor  of  the  cloud  in  a  black  coat  or 
cloak,  with  silver  lining,  would  have  dubbed  him  a 
tailor  with  me,  only  thati  happened  to  know  that  he  is 
a  schoolmaster  by  profession,  and  by  pohtical  opi- 
nions qualified  to  be  Poet  Laureate  to  Cromwell ;  u>r 
what  Colonel  Everard  has  repeated  with  such  une* 
tion,  is  the  production  of  no  less  celebrated  a  peraoa 
than  John  Milton." 

"John  Milton!"  exclaimed  Sir  Henry  in  astonish- 
ment—"What!  John  Milton  the  blarohemous  and 
bl(3ody- minded  author  of  the  Defenaio  Pomili  Angli' 
rant/— the  advocate  of  the  infernal  High  Court  of 
Fiends !— the  creature  and  parasite  of  that  grand  im- 
postor, that  loathsome  hypocrite,  that  detestable 
monster,  that  prodigy  of  the  universe,  that  disgrace 
of  mankind,  that  landscape  of  iniquity,  that  sink  of 
sin,  and  that  compendium  of  baseness,  Oliver  Crom- 
well!" 

"  Even  the  same  John  Milton,"  aiiswered  Charles  s 
"  schoolmaster  to  little  boys,  and  tailor  to  the  clouds, 
which  he  furnishes  with  suits  of  black,  lined  with 
silver,  at  no  other  expense  than  that  of  commoa 
sense." 

'* Markham  Everard," said  the  old  knight,  "I  will 
never  forgive  thee— never,  newr.  Thou  hast  made 
me  sneak  words  of  praise  respecting  one  whose  ofial 
should  fatten  the  region-kites— Speak  not  to  me,  sir, 
but  begone !  Am  I,  your  kinsman  and  benefactor,  a 
fit  person  to  be  juggled  out  of  my  commendation  and 
eulogy,  and  brougnt  to  bedaub  such  a  whitened 
sepulchre  as  the  sophist  Milton?" 

^'  I  profess,"  said  Everard,  "  this  is  hard  measure^ 
Sir  Henry.  You  pressed  mo— you  defied  me,  to  pro- 
duce poetry  as  good  as  Shakspeare's.  I  only  thought 
of  the  verses^  not  of  the  politics  of  Milton." 

"O  yes  sir,"  replied  Sir  Henry,  "we  well  know 
your  power  of  making  distinctions;  you  could  make 
war  against  the  King's  prerogative,  without  having 
the  least  design  against  his  person.  Oh  Heaven  fbiv 
bid !  But  Heaven  will  hear  and  judge  you.— Set  down 
the  beverage,  Phonbe"- (this  was  added  by  way  of 
parenthesis  to  Phosbe,  who  entered  with  refreshment) 
—"Colonel  Everard  is  not  thirsty.— You  have  winad 
your  mouths,  and  said  you  have  done  no  evil.  But 
though  you  nave  deceived  man,  vet  Ood  you  cannot 
deceive.  And  you  shall  wipe  no  iir>s  in  Woodstock, 
either  after  meat  or  drink,  I  promise  you." 

Charged  thus  at  once  with  the  faults  imputed  to 
his  whole  religious  sect  and  political  party,  Everard 
felt  too  late  of  what  impnidence  he  had  been  guilty 
in  giving  the  opening  by  disputing  his  uncle's  taste  in 
dramatic  poetry.  He  endeavoured  to  explain— to 
apologize. 

"I  mistook  your  purpose,  honoured  sir,  and  thought 
you  really  desinnl  to  know  something  of  our  litera- 
ture; and  in  repenting  what  you  dtH'med  not  unwor- 
thy your  hearing,  I  profess  I  tnouiiht  I  was  doing  you 
pleasure,  instead  of  stirring  your  indij^nation." 

"Oay!"  returned  the  knight  with  unmitigated 
rigour  of  resentmenl— "profess— j)rofes8  Ay,  that 
is  the  new  phrase  of  asseveration,  instead  of  tneprp- 
£ane  adjuration  of  courtiers  and  cavaliers— Oh,  sir, 
pro/tMn  less  and  pratttMC  more — and  so  good-day  to 
you.— Master  Kemeguy,  you  will  find  beverage  in 
my  apartment." 

While  Phoebe  stood  gaping  in  admiration  at  the 
sudden  quarrel  whirh  had  arisi*n.  Colonel  Evcrard'a 
vexation  and  resentment  was  not  a  little  increased  bv 
the  nonchalance  of  the  young  Scotsman,  who,  witn 
his  hands  thnidt  into  his  pockets,  (with  a  courtly  af- 
fectation of  the  time,)  had  thrown  hims<*lf  into  one 
of  the  antique  chairs,  and,  though  habitually  too 
pohte  to  laugh  aloud,  and  possessing  that  art  of  in- 
ternal laughter,  by  which  men  of  the  world  learn  to 
indulge  their  mirth  wiiiiout  incurring  guurreK  or  giv- 
ing direct  oflence,  was  at  no  particular  trouble  to 
conceal  that  he  was  exct^dingly  amused  by  the  re- 
sult of  the  Colonel's  visit  to  W^oodstock.  Colonel 
Everard's  patience^  however,  had  reached  bounds 
which  it  was  very  likely  to  surpass;  for,  though  dif- 
fering widely  in  politics,  there  was  a  resemblanoo 
betwixt  the  temper  of  the  uncle  and  nephew. 
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"  Damnation  f*  exdaimed  the  Colonel,  in  a  tone 
which  became  a  puritan  na  little  as  did  the  exclama- 
tion itwlf. 

**  Amen  !**  said  Louis  Kcmeguy,  bnt  in  a  tone  so 
•oft  and  jgentle,  that  the  ejaculation  seemed  rather  to 
eacape  him  than  to  be  desif^ncdly  uttered. 

"  Sir !"  said  Everard,  stndin^  towards  him  in  that 
•ort  of  humour^  when  a  man,  full  of  resentment, 
would  not  unwillingly  find  an  object  on  wliich  to 
dischArKe  it. 

**  Plait  il  ?"  said  tho  page,  in  the  most  equable 
tone,  looking  up  in  his  laco  with  the  most  uncon- 
scious innocence. 

"I  wish  to  know,  sir,"  retorted  Everard,  "the 
meaning  of  that  which  you  snid  just  now  T* 

"  Only  a  pouring  out  of  the  spirit,  worthy  sir," 
returned  Kerneguy — "a  small  skiff  despatched  to 
Heaven  on  my  own  account,  to  keep  company  with 
your  holy  petition  just  now  expressed." 

"  Sir,  1  have  known  a  merry  gentleman's  bones 
broke  for  such  a  smile  as  you  wear  just  now,"  replied 
Everard. 

"There,  look  you  now!"  answered  the  malicious 
page,  who  could  not  weigh  evon  the  thoughts  of  his 
•atiity  against  the  enjoyment  of  his  jest— "If  you  hnd 
■tuck  to  your  professions^  worthy  sir,  you  must  have 
choked  by  this  tinio ;  but  your  round  execration  liolted 
like  a  cork  from  a  bottle  of  ridor,  and  now  allows 
your  wrath  to  come  fonming  out  after  it,  in  the  honest 
unbaptized  language  uf  common  ruffians." 

"  For  Hea  veiPs  sakr*,  Master  Qimegy,"  said  Phcebe. 
''forbear  giving  tho  Colonel  these  bitter  words !  And 
do  you.  good  Colonel  Markham,  scorn  to  take  offence 
at  his  hands— he  is  but  a  boy." 

"  If  the  Colonel  or  you  choose,  Mistress  Phcebe, 
you  shall  find  me  a  man— I  think  the  gentleman  can 
■ay  something  to  the  purpose  already.— Probably  he 
may  recommend  to  you  the  part  of  tho  Lady  in 
Comus ;  and  I  only  hope  his  own  admiration  of  John 
Milton  will  not  induce  him  to  undertake  the  part  of 
Samson  Agoniste?,  and  blow  up  this  old  house  with 
execrations,  or  pull  it  down  in  wrath  about  our  ears." 

"  Youn^  man,"  said  the  Colonel,  still  in  towering 

Kssion,  "if  you  respect  my  principles  for  nothing  else, 
grateful  for  the  protection  which,  but  for  them, 
you  would  not  easily  attain." 

"Nay,  then,"  said  the  attendant,  "I  must  fetch 
those  who  have  more  inHuonce  with  you  than  I 
have,"  and  away  tripped  PhoBbc;  while  Kerneguy 
answered  Everard  in  the  same  provoking  tone  of 
calm  indifference,— 

"  Before  you  menace  me  with  a  thing  so  formidable 
as  your  resentment,  vou  ou^ht  to  be  certain  whether 
I  may  not  be  compelled  by  circumstances  to  deny  you 
the  opportunity  you  wwin  to  point  at." 

At  this  moment  Alice,  summoned  no  doubt  by  her 
attendant,  entered  the  hall  hastily. 

"  Master  Kerneguy,"  she  said,  "  my  father  requests 
to  »«ie  you  in  Victor  Lee's  apartment." 

Kerneguy  arose  and  bowed,  but  sejmed  determined 
to  remain  till  Evcrard's  departure,  so  as  to  prevent 
anv  explanation  betwixt  the  cousins. 

*^ Markham,"  said  Alice,  hurriedly— "Cousin  Eve- 
rard—I  have  but  a  moment  to  remain  here— for  God's 
sake,  do  you  instantly  begone! — be  cautious  and 
patient— but  do  not  tarry  here— my  father  is  fearfully 
incensed." 

"  I  have  had  my  uncle's  word  for  that,  madam," 
rspM  Everard,  "  as  well  as  his  injunction  to  depart, 
which  I  will  obey  without  ddav.  I  was  not  aware 
that  you  would  have  seconded  so  harsh  an  order 
quite  80  willingly;  but  I  go,  madam,  sensible  I  leave 
those  behind  whose  company  is  more  agreeable." 

"  Unjust— ungenerous — ungrateful  !"^  said  Alice ; 
but  fearful  her  wonls  might  reach  cars  for  which 
they  were  not  designed,  she  spoke  them  in  a  voice 
•0  feeble,  that  her  cousin,  for  whom  thev  were  in- 
tended, lost  the  cousoiadon  they  were  calculated  to 
convey. 

He  bowed  coldly  to  Alice,  as  taking  leave^  and  said 
with  an  air  of  that  constrained  courtesy  which  some- 
t'HK's  coven*  ainong  men  of  condition,  the  most 
deadly  hatred,  "  I  believe^  Master  Kerneguy,  that  I 
must  make  il  Goavenient  at  present  to  auppresa  my 


own  pccsliar  opinions  on  the  matter  which  we  have 
hinted  at  in  our  conversation,  in  which  case  I  will 
send  a  gi^ntleman,  who,  I  hope,  may  be  able  to  con- 
quer yours." 

The  supposed  Scotsman  made  him  a  stately,  and 
at  the  same  time  a  condescending  bow.  said  he 
should  expect  the  honour  of  his  commands,  offered 
his  hand  to  Mistress  Alice,  to  conduct  her  back  to 
her  father's  apartment,  and  took  a  triumphant  leave  of 
his  rival. 

Everard,  on  the  other  hand,  smng  beyond  his 
patience,  and,  from  the  grace  and  composed  assurance 
of  the  vouth's  carriage,  still  conceiving  him  to  be 
either  Wilmot,  or  some  of  his  compeers  in  rank  and 
profligacy,  returned  to  the  town  of  Woodstock,  de- 
termined not  to  be  outbearded,  even  though  he  should 
seek  redress  by  means  which  his  pcinciples  iufbada 
him  to  conaider  as  justifiable. 


CHAPTER  XXVL 

B<MindleH  intemperanoe 

ki  natare  m  a  tyrannf— it  hath  b«6« 
The  mtinmlf  emptrin«  or  manr  n  thniae. 
And  fall  of  raanjr  kings. Jnetel*. 

Whilb  Colonel  Everard  retreated  in  high  indig- 
nation from  the  little  refection,  which  Sir  Henry  Lee 
had  in  his  good-humour  offered,  and  withdrawn  under 
the  circumstances  of  provocation  which  we  have 
detailed,  tho  good  old  knight,  scarce  recovered 
from  his  fit  of  passion,  partook  of  it  with  his  daugh- 
ter and  guest,  and  shortly  after,  recollecting  some 
silvan  task,  (for,  though  to  little  efficient  purpoM, 
he  still  regularly  att>^nded  to  his  duties  as  Ranger.) 
he  called  Bevis,  and  went  out,  leaving  the  two  young 
people  together. 

"  Now,"  said  the  amorous  Prince  to  himself,  "  that 
Alice  is  left  without  her  lion,  it  remains  to  see  whether 
she  is  herself  of  a  tigress  breed.- So,  Sir  Bevis  has 
left  his  charge,"  ho  said  aloud ; "  I  thought  the  knights 
of  old«  those  stern  guardians  of  which  he  is  so  nt  & 
reprc8cntativ&  were  more  rigorous  in  maintaining  a 
vigilant  guard." 

Bevis,"  said  Alice,  "knows  that  his  attendance  on 
me  is  totally  needless ;  and,  moreovcTi  he  has  other 
duties  to  perform,  which  every  true  knight  prefers  to 
dangling  the  whole  morninjE(  by  a  lady's  sleeve." 

"  You  speak  treason  against  all  true  affection,"  said 
the  gallant  ;  "  a  lady's  lightest  wish  should  to  a  true 
knight  be  more  binding  than  aught  excepting  the 
summons  of  his  sovereign.  I  wish.  Mistress  Alice, 
you  would  but  intimate  your  slightest  desire  to  me^ 
and  you  should  see  how  I  have  practised  obedience.' 

"You  never  brought  me  word  what  o'clock  it  waf 
this  morning"  replied  the  young  lady,  "  and  there  I 
sat  questioning  ot  the  wings  of  Time,  when  I  should 
have  remembered  that  gcntlctnen's  gallantry  can  be 
quite  as  fugitive  as  Time  himself.  How  do  you  know 
what  your  disobedience  may  have  cost  me  and  others) 
Pudding  and  pasty  may  have  been  burned  to  a  cinder, 
for,  sir,  I  practise  the  old  domestic  rule  of  visiting  the 
kitchen ;  or  I  may  have  missed  prayera,  or  I  miy 
have  been  too  late  for  an  appointment,  simply  by  th^* 
negligence  of  Master  Ix)uis  Kerneguy  foihng  to  let 
me  know  the  hour  of  the  day." 

"  O,"  replied  Kerneguy,  "  I  am  one  of  those  lovers 
who  cannot  endure  aosence— I  must  be  eternally  at 
the  feet  of  my  fair  enemy— such,  I  think,  is  the  title 
with  which  romances  teach  us  to  grace  the  fair  and 
cruel  to  whom  we  devote  our  hearts  and  lives.— 
Speak  for  me,  good  lute,"  he  added,  taking  up  the 
instrument,  "and  show  whether  I  know  not  my 
dutv." 
,  He  sung,  but  with  more  taste  than  execution,  th^ 
air  of  a  French  rondclal  to  which  some  of  the  wits 
or  sonnetteers,  in  his  gay  and  roving  train,  had  adapted 
English  verses. 

An  hour  with  thm !- When  «>arli«st  daj 
DapplM  with  arold  the  eaaiern  ffraj. 
Oh,  what  can  frame  mjr  mind  to  bear 
The  toil  and  tvimoil,  earic  and  care. 
New  irrier«  which  coming  hovra  unfold. 
And  ltd  remombraaos  of  the  old  1 

Oae  hour  with  IhML 
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One  hour  with  thee !— When  Inimloff  Jmift 
Wave*  Irit  te4  tfaf  at  pitclr  of  noon  ; 
Wliat  shall  repay  the  raitliful  awain, 
Hii  labour  on  the  «ultry  plain  ; 
And  more  tlian  cave  or  ^holtisrlnir  boofh. 
Coolfeveruh  blood,  and  throbbing  brow>— 

One  hour  with  thea 
One  hear  with  thee  I— When  nin  ie  aet, 
O.  what  ran  teach  me  to  fortet 
The  thank Icsii  loboura  of  tlie  daf ; 
The  hopes,  the  wiwiu;*.  flunc  awa^  ; 
The  increa«inr  want*,  and  Tnaveoinf  fRiin^ 
"""  I  pride,  who  aoomfl  my  i«iin»  f 

One  hour  with  Ihts; 


The 


"Truly,  there  ia  snother  versjB,"  said  the  son^^ster ; 
**but  I  eing  it  not  to  you,  Mistress  Alice;  because 
some  of  the  prudes  of  the  court  liked  it  not/' 

"I  thank  you,  Master  Louis,"  answered  the  young 
lady,  *'  both  for  your  discretion  in  singing  what  has 
given  me  pleasure,  and  in  forbearing  what  might  offend 
me.  Though  a  country  girl,  I  pretend  to  be  so  far  of  the 
oourt  mode,  as  to  receive  nothing  which  does  not  pass 
current  among  the  better  class  there." 

"I  would,"  answered  Louis,  "that  you  were  so 
well  confirmed  in  their  creed,  as  to  let  all  pass  with 
you,  to  which  court  ladies  would  give  currency."' 

**  And  what  would  be  the  consequence?"  said  Alice, 
with  perfect  composure. 

**  In  that  case,"  said  Louis,  embarrassed  like  a 
general  who  finds  that  his  preparations  for  attack  do 
not  seem  to  strike  either  rear  or  confusion  into  the 
enemy— "in  that  case  you  would  forgive  me,  fair 
Alice,  if  I  spoke  to  you  m  a  wanner  language  than 
that  of  mere  gallantry— if  I  told  you  how  much  my 
heart  was  interested  in  what  you  consider  as  idle 
jesting— if  I  seriously  owned  it  was  in  your  power  to 
make  me  the  happiest  or  the  most  miserable  of  human 
beings." 

"  Master  Kemeguy,"  said  Alice,  with  the  same  un- 
shaken nonchalance.  "  let  us  understand  each  other. 
I  am  little  acquainted  with  high-bred  manners,  and  I 
am  unwilling,  I  tell  you  plainly,  to  be  accounted  a  silly 
country  girl,  who,  either  from  ignorance  or  conceit,  is 
startled  at  every  word  of  gallantry  addressed  to  her 
by  a  young  man,  who,  for  the  present,  has  nothing 
better  to  do  than  coin  and  circulate  such  false  compli- 
ments. Hut  I  must  not  let  this  fear  of  seeming  rustic 
and  awkwardly  timorous  carry  me  too  far;  and  being 
ignorant  of  the  exact  limits,  I  will  take  care  to  stop 
within  them." 

'*  I  trust,  madam,"  said  Kemegiiy,  "  that  however 
severely  you  may  be  disposed  to  judge  of  me,  your 
justice  will  not  punish  me  too  severely  for  an  orTence, 
of  which  your  charms  are  alone  the  occasion  7" 

"Hear  me  out,  sir,  if  you  please,"  resumed  Alice. 
•*I  have  liittned  to  you  when  you  spoke  en  htrgcr— 
nay,  my  ''oinijlaisance  has  been  so  great,  as  to  answer 
you  en  bergire— for  I  do  not  think  any  thing  except 
ridicule  can  come  of  dialogues  between  Lindor  and 
Jeanneton ;  and  the  principal  fault  of  the  style  is  its 
extreme  and  tiresome  silliness  and  affectation.  But 
when  you  begin  to  kneel,  offer  to  take  my  hand,  and 
•peak  with  a  more  serious  tone,  I  must  remind  you  of 
our  real  characters.  I  am  the  daughter  of  Sir  Henry 
Lee,  sir ;  and  you  are.  or  profess  to  be^  Master  Louis 
Kemeguy,  my  brothers  page,  and  a  fugitive  for  shelter 
under  my  father's  roo^  who  incurs  danger  by  the 
hai^ur  he  affords  you,  and  whose  household,  inere- 
Ibre,  ought  not  to  be  disturbed  by  your  unpleasing 
importunities." 

I  would  to  Heaven,  fair  Alice,",  sakl  the  King, 
"  that  jrour  objections  to  the  suit  which  I  am  urging, 
not  in  jest,  but  most  seriouslv,  as  that  on  which  my 
happiness  depends,  rested  only  on  the  low  and  pre- 
carious station  of  Louis  Kerneguy !— Alice,  thou  hast 
(he  soul  of  thy  family,  and  must  needs  love  honour. 
I  am  no  more  the  needy  Scottish  page,  whom  I  have, 
ior  my  own  purposes,  personated,  than  I  am  the 
awkward  lout,  whose  manners  I  adopted  on  the  first 
night  of  our  acquai  n  tn  nee.  This  hand,  poor  as  1  seem, 
can  confer  a  coronet." 

"Keep  it,"  said  Alice,  "for  some  more  ambitious 

damsel,  my  lord,— for  such  I  conclude  is  your  title,  if 

this  romance  be  true,— I  would  not  accept  your  hand, 

could  you  confer  a  duchy." 

"In  one  sense,  lovely  Alice,  you  have  neither  over- 


rated my  power  nor  my  affliction.  It  is  your  King- 
it  is  Charles  Stewart  who  speaks  to  you  !— he  can 
confer  duchies,  and  if  beauty  can  merit  them,  it  is 
that  of  Alice  Lee.  Nay,  nav— rise— do  not  kneel— it 
is  for  your  sovcrei^  to  kneel  to  thee,  Alice,  to  whom 
he  is  a  thousand  times  more  devoted,  than  the  wan- 
derer Louis  dared  venture  to  profess  himself.  My 
Alice  has,  I  kno\y,  been  trained  up  in  those  principles 
of  love  and  obedience  to  fier  sovereign,  that  she  can- 
not in  conscience  or  in  mercy,  inflict  on  him  such  a 
wound  as  would  be  implied  in  the  rejection  of  his 
suit." 

In  spite  of  all  Charles's  attempts  to  prevent  her. 
Alice  had  persevered  in  kneeling  on  one  knee^  until 
she  had  touched  with  her  lip  the  nand  with  which  he 
attempted  to  raise  her.  But  this  salutation  ended,  she 
stood  upright,  with  her  arms  folded  on  her  bosom — 
her  looks  humbla  but  composed,  keen  and  watchfid, 
and  so  possessed  of  herself,  so  liiile  flattered  by  tho 
communication  which  the  King  hod  supposed  would 
have  been  overpowering,  that  he  scarce  knew  in  what 
terms  next  to  urge  his  solicitation. 

"Thou  art  eiknt— thou  art  silent,"  he  said,  "mr 
pretty  Alice.  Has  the  King  no  more  influence  with 
thee  than  the  poor  Scottish  page?" 

"In  one  sense,  ever>'  influence,"  said  Alice;  "for 
he  commands  my  best  thoughts,  my  best  wishes,  my 
earnest  pravers,  my  devoted  loyalty,  which,  as  the 
men  of  the  House  of  Lee  have  been  ever  ready  to  tes- 
tify with  the  sword,  so  are  the  women  bound  to  sea], 
if  necessary,  with  their  blood.  But  beyond  the  duties 
of  a  true  and  devoted  subject,  the  King  is  even  less 
to  Alice  I,ee  than  poor  Louis  Kerneguy.  The  Page 
could  have  tendered  an  honourable  union— the  Mon- 
arch can  but  offer  a  contaminated  coronet." 

"You mistake.  Alice,— you  mistake,"  said  theKin^ 
eagerly.  "Sit  down  and  let  me  speak  to  you— ait 
down— What  is'l  you  fear?" 

"  I  fear  nothing,  my  liege,"  answered  Alice.  "  What 
can  I  fear  from  llic  King  of  Britain— I,  the  daughter 
of  liis  loyal  subject,  nnd  under  my  fathers  roof?  But 
I  remember  the  distance  betwixt  us.  and  though  I 
might  trifle  and  jest  with  mine  equal,  to  my  King  I 
must  only  appear  in  the  dutiful  posture  of  a  subject, 
unless  where  his  safety  may  seem  to  require  that!  do 
not  acknowledge  his  dignity." 

Charles,  though  young,  being  no  novice  in  such 
scenes,  was  surprised  to  encounter  resistance  of  a 
kind  which  had  not  been  opposed  to  him  in  similar 
pursuits,  even  in  cases  where  ne  had  been  unsuccess- 
ful. There  was  neither  anger,  nor  injured  pride,  nor 
disorder,  nor  disdain,  real  or  affected^  in  the  manners 
and  conduct  of  Alice.  She  stood,  as  it  seamed,  clamly 
prepared  to  argue  on  the  subject,  which  is  generally 
decided  by  passion— showed  no  inclination  to  escape 
fh)m  the  apartment,  but  appeared  determined  to  hear 
with  patience  the  suit  of  the  lover— while  her  counte- 
nance and  manner  intimated  that  she  had  this  com- 
plaisance, only  in  deference  to  the  commands  of  the 
King. 

"  She  is  ambitions."  thought  Charles ;  "  it  is  by 
dazzling  her  love  of  glory,  nut  by  mere  passionate  en- 
treaties, that  I  must  hope  to  be  successful.- 1  pray  you 
be  seated,  my  fair  Alice,"  he  said,  "the lover  entreats 
—the  King  commands  you." 

"The  King,"  said  Alice,  "may  permit  the  relaxa- 
tion of  the  ceremonif-s  due  to  royalty,  but  he  cannot 
abrogate  the  subject's  duty,  even  by  express  com- 
mand. I  stand  here  while  it  is  your  Majesty's  plea- 
sure to  address  mo— a  patient  listener,  as  in  duty 
bound." 

"  Know  then,  simple  girl,"  said  the  King,  "  that  in 
accepting  my  proffered  affection  and  protection,  you 
break  through  no  law,  either  of  virtue  or  morafity. 
Those  who  are  born  to  royalty  are  deprived  of  many 
of  the  comforts  of  private  life— chiefly  that  which  is, 
perhaps,  the  dearest  and  most  precious,  tlie  power  of 
ehoosmg  their  own  mates  for  life.  Tneir  formal  wed- 
dings are  guided  upon  principles  of  political  expedi* 
ence  only,  and  those  to  whom  thcv  are  wcddea  are 
frequently,  in  temper,  person,  and  diaoosition,  the 
most  unlikely  to  make  thcni  hnppy.  S>ociety  has 
commiseration,  iherefon*,  towards  us,  and  binds  our 
unwilling  and  often  unuappy  wedlocks  with  chains 
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irf  a  lighter  and  more  easy  character  than  those  whtch  ( 
fetter  other  men,  whose  marriage  ties,  an  mgrti  volun-  . 
tarily  assumed,  ought,  in  proportion,  to  hti  more  f 
■trictly  binding.  And  therefore,  ever  since  the  time 
that  old  Henrv  built  these  walls,  priests  and  prelate 
as  well  as  nobles  and  statesmen,  have  b^ii  accus- 
tomed to  see  a  fair  Rosamond  rule  the  heart  of  an 
affectionate  monarch,  and  console  him  for  the  few 
hours  of  constraint  and  state  which  ho  must  bestow 
upon  some  angry  and  jealous  Eleanor.  To  Buch  a 
connexion  the  world  attaches  no  blame ;  they  rush  to 
the  festival  to  admire  the  beauty  of  the  lovely  Either, 
while  the  imperious  Vashti  is  left  to  aut^n  it  in  soli- 
tude; they  throng  the  palace  to  ask  her  pmtectian, 
whose  influence  is  more  in  the  state  a  hundird 
times  than  that  of  the  proud  consort;  her  ofispring 
rank  with  the  nobles  of  the  land,  and  vindknte  by 
their  courajTC,  like  the  celebrated  Longsword,  Earl  of 
Salisbury,  their  descent  from  royalty  amj  frorn  love. 
From  such  connexbns  our  richest  ranka  of  rir>b]c« 
are  recruited ;  and  the  mother  Uvea,  in  the  KreatnoHs 
of  her  posterity,  honoured  and  blessed,  as  »h^  died  k- 
mentod  and  wept  in  the  arms  of  love  and  friendship." 

*'  Did  Rosamond  so  die,  my  lord?"  eaid  Alice. 
"Our  records  sav  she  was  poisoned  by  the  injured 
Queen— poisoned,  without  time  allowed  to  cull  to  Cntd 
for  the  pardon  of  her  many  faults.  Did  hrr  memory 
00  live  1  I  have  heard  that,  when  the  Bishop  purifiea 
the  church  at  Godstow&  her  monument  was  broken 
open  by  his  orders,  ana  her  bones  thrown  out  into 
unconsecrated  ground." 

"  Those  were  rude  old  days,  sweet  Alice/'  ansiwered 
Charles ;  "queens  are  not  now  so  jealous,  nor  bishops 
80  rigorous.  And  know,  besides,  that,  in  the  lands  to 
which  I  would  lead  the  loveliest  of  her  bcj,  other 
laws  obtain,  which  remove  from  such  ties  even  the 
the  slightest  show  of  scandal.  There  i^  a  mode  of 
matrimony,  which,  fulfilling  all  the  rites  of  the 
church,  leaves  no  stain  on  the  conscioncf;;  yet  in^ 
vesting  the  bride  with  none  of  the  privitei^es  pecciliiir 
to  her  husband's  condition,  infringes  tu>l  upon  the 
duties  which  the  King  owes  to  his  subjc^iii.  ^o  thtit 
Alice  LfCc  may,  in  all  respects,  become  the  real  nnd 
lawful  wife  of  Charles  Stewart,  except  that  ihcir 

I»rivate  imion  gives  her  no  title  to  be  Q,ueen  of  Eng^ 
and." 

"My  ambition,"  said  Alice,  "will  be  isufficipntly 
gratified  to  see  Chorles  king,  without  aiming  uy  shar^ 

!»ther  his  dignity  in  public,  or  his  wealth  and  icgal 
uxury  in  private." 

"I  understand  thee,  Alice."  said  the  Kin|!,  hurt  but 
not  displeased.  You  ri<iicu[e  me,  being  a  tn^uv^  for 
speaking  like  a  king.  It  is  a  habit,  I  admit,  which  I 
have  learned,  and  of  which  even  roisfortiiruH  cannot 
euro  me.  But  my  case  is  not  so  desperate  as  you  mny 
suppose.  My  fnends  arc  still  many  in  the^t^  king- 
doms; my  allies  abroad  are  Iwund,  by  regard  lo  their 
own  interest,  to  espouse  my  cause.  I  nave  hgpi^s 
given  me  from  Spain,  from  France,  and  frarn  other 
nations ;  and  I  have  confidence  that  my  fathtV^  blood 
has  not  been  poured  forth  in  vain,  nor  is  doomed  to 
dry  up  without  due  vengeance.  My  trust  is  in  Him 
from  whom  princes  derive  then*  title,  and,  think  what 
thou  wilt  of  my  present  condition,  I  have  perfect 
confidence  that  I  shall  one  day  sit  on  tli«  throne  of 
England." 

"May  God  grant  it  I"  said  Alice;  "and  that  he 
may  grant  it,  noble  Prince,  deign  to  conaidijr  whether 
you  now  pursue  a  conduct  fikely  to  conciliate  hiM 
favour.  Think  of  the  course  you  recommetid  to  a 
motherless  maiden,  who  has  no  belter  defi  nee  against 
your  sophistry,  than  what  a  sense  of  mcjroliiyj  toge 
ther  with  the  natural  feeliiur  of  femalt'  difinilyt  m 
spires.  Whether  the  death  of  her  father,  which  woidd 
be  the  consequence  of  her  imprudence;— whether  the 
despair  of  her  brother,  whose  life  has  been  so  ofti^n 
m  peril  to  save  that  of  your  Majesty ;— whet hi]r  the 
dishonour  of  the  roof  which  has  sheltered  yoti,  will 
read  well  in  your  annals,  or  are  events  likely  to  pro- 
pitiate God,  whose  controversy  with  yokir  Hou&e  has 
been  but  too  visible^  or  recover  the  affections  of  thiL' 
people  of  England,  in  whose  eyes  such  aciiyna  ore 
an  abomination,  I  leave  to  your  own  royal  mind  to 
vinaider." 


Chnrlef  pBuied,  stnick  with  a  turn  to  the  conversa- 
tiixiL  wliich  pUc«fi  i^ii^  own  interests  more  in  collision 
with  the  grati^ cation  of  his  present  passion  than  he 
hod  flup^Mjawd, 

"If  your  Majesty,"  said  Alice,  curtseying  deeply, 
*^hai  rio  farther  commands  for  my  attendance,  may 
I  bejpcrmitied  to  wilhdrawT* 

;'  Stay  v(!t  a  little,  strange  and  impracticable  girl," 
said  the  lung,  *^  and  answer  me  but  one  Question  :— 
Is  it  the  bwncw  of  my  present  fortunes  tnat  makes 
my  suit  eon  temp  libltj?" 

i  have  nothing  to  conceal,  my  liega"  she  said, 
'*  and  m>'  answer  shall  be  as  plain  andT direct  as  the 
question  yoif  bijvc'  nicked.  If  I  could  have  been  moted 
to  an  aciorignominaoua,  insane,  and  ungrateful  folly, 
it  could  [inly  an^-  from  my  being  blinded  by  that  pas- 
sion, which  I  believe  is  pleaded  as  an  excuse  for  folly 
anil  (or  crime  much  more  often  than  it  has  a  reu 
existence  I  must^  in  short,  have  been  in  love,  as  it 
is  called— nnd  thai  might  have  been  with  mjr  equal— 
but  surely  never  with  my  sovereign,  whether  such 
only  in  titlt,  or  in  pt>sses8ion  of  his  kingdom." 

^'^Vet  loyalty  was  ever  the  pride,  almost  the  ruling 
passion,  of  your  rarnily,  AUcc,''  said  the  Kin^. 

"  Ana  could  I  reconcile  that  loyalty,"  said  Alices 
"with  indulging  mv  sovereign,  by  permitting  him  to 
proBi^^uie  a  suit  dJ£<honourable  to  himself  as  to  me  1 
Oui^ht  f,  Q9  a  faith  fill  subject,  to  join  him  in  a  folly, 
which  tnight  throw  yet  another  stumbling-bk)ck  in 
the  path  to  his  restoration^  and  could  only  serve  to 
dimmish  his  sectinLy,  even  if  he  were  seated  upon  his 
throne." 

*'Ai  this  rate,"  said  Charles,  discontentedly,  "I 
had  better  have  retained  my  character  of  the  page^ 
thftfi  a&aun^cd  that  of  a  sovereign,  which  it  seems  if 
a  I  ill  more  irrecom  liable  with  my  wishes." 

''  My  candour  shiU  go  still  farther,"  said  Alice.  "I 
could  have  felt  as  little  for  Louis  Eemeguy  as  for  the 
heir  uf  Britain ;  for  such  love  as  I  have  to  bestow, 
(and  it  is  not  &uch  as  I  read  of  in  romance,  or  hear 
poll  rod  forth  in  sonc?,)  has  been  already  conferred  on 
anuther  ubjcct.  Thts  gives  your  Majesty  pain— I  am 
wjrry  for  it— but  the  wnoleaomest  medunnes  are  often 
biiier." 

"Ves,"  answered  the  Kmg,  with  some  asperity, 
"ar^d  physicians  are  reasonable  enough  to  expect 
their  patients  to  swallow  them,  as  if  they  were  honey- 
comb.— It  i^  true,  then,  that  whispered  tale  of  the 
cousin  Colonel ;  and  the  daughter  of  the  loyal  Lea 
hos  set  htT  heart  upon  a  rebellious  fanatic?" 

'*  My  love  was  given  ere  I  knew  what  these  words 
fanaiic  and  rebel  meant  I  recalled  it  not,  for  I  am 
sati^l^t^d,  that  amidst  the  great  distractions  which 
divide  the  kin^oni,  the  person  to  whom  you  allude 
has  chosen  his  part,  erroneously  perhaps  but  con- 
^ienciously— he^  therefore,  has  stdl  the  highest  place 
in  my  nttktion  and  esteem.  More  he  cannot  nave, 
and  will  not  ask,  until  some  happy  turn  shall  recon- 
cile ihe$e  public  differences,  ana  my  father  be  once 
more  reconcdcd  to  him.  Devoutly  do  I  pray  that  such 
an  event  may  occur,  bv  your  Majesty'B  speedy  and 
unanimous  rcstoraiionP' 

"You  have  fuund  out  a  reason,"  said  the  King; 
pettishly,  ''  to  nmke  me  detest  the  thought  of  such  a 
change— nor  have  you,  Alice,  any  sincere  interest  to 

firay  for  Lt.  On  tUa  contrary,  do  you  not  see  that  your 
over,  walkina  eide  by  side  with  Cromwell,  may,  or 
raiher  tnuat,  share  his  power?  nay.  if  Lambert  does 
not  anticipate  hirn,  he  may  trip  up  Oliver's  heels,  and 
rei|Em  in  his  stead.  And  think  you  not  he  will  find 
means  to  overcome  the  pride  of  the  lo>'ftl  Lees,  and 
achieve  a  union,  for  which  things  are  better  pn»- 

Eored  than  that  which  Cromwell  is  said  to  meditate 
etwixt  one  of  his  brats  and  the  no  less  loyal  heir  of 
Fftuconbtra  7" 

^'  Your  Majesty t"  said  Alice,  "has  found  a  way  at 
lervf^th  to  avenge  vourself— if  what  I  have  sakl  de- 
Bcrves  vengeance. 

*'  1  could  poin  I  out  a  yet  shorter  road  to  your  unkm," 
said  Charles,  without  minding  her  distress,  or  per- 
haps enjoying  thi^  pleasure  of  retaliation.  "  Supposs 
that  you  wnt  your  Colonel  word  that  there  was  one 
Charles  Stewart  here,  who  had  come  to  disturb  the 
Saints  in  thtar  peaceful  government,  which  they  had 
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acquired  by  prater  and  preaching:  pike  and  sun— and 
suppose  he  baa  the  art  to  bring  down  a  half-score  of 
troopers,  quite  enough,  as  times  go,  to  decide  the  fate 
of  this  heir  of  royalty— think  you  not  the  possession 
of  such  a  prize  as  this  might  obtain  from  the  Rump- 
ers,  or  from  Cromwell^  such  a  reward  as  might  over- 
come your  father's  objections  to  a  roundhead's  alli- 
ance, and  place  the  fair  Alice  and  her  cousin  Colonel 
in  full  possession  of  their  wishes?" 

"My  Uege,"  said  AUce,  her  cheeks  glowing,  and 
her  eyes  sparkling— for  she  too  had  her  share  of  the 
hereditary  temperament  of  her  family,—"  this  passes 
my  patience.  I  have  heard,  without  expressing 
anger,  the  most  ignominious  persuasions  addressed 
to  myself;  and  I  have  vindicated  myself  for  refusing 
to  be  the  paramour  of  a  fugitive  Prince,  as  if  I  had 
been  excusing  myself  from  accepting  a  share  of  an 
actual  crown— But  do  you  think  1  can  hear  all  who 
are  dear  to  me  slandered  without  emotion  or  reply  1 
I  will  not,  sir;  and  were  you  seated  with  all  the  ter- 
rors of  vour  father's  Star-chamber  around  you,  you 
should  near  me  defend  the  absent  and  the  innocent. 
Of  my  father  I  will  say  nothing,  but  that  if  he  is  now 
without  wealth— without  state,  almost  without  a 
sheltering;  home  and  needAil  food— it  is  because  he 
^>ent  all  in  the  service  of  the  King.  He  needed  not 
to  commit  any  act  of  treachery  or  villany  to  obtain 
wealth— he  had  an  ample  competence  in  his  own 
possessions.  For  Markham  Everard  he  knows  no 
such  thins  as  selfishness— he  would  not,  for  broad 
England,  had  she  the  treasures  of  Peru  in  her  bosom, 
ana  a  paradise  on  her  surface,  do  a  deed  that  would 
disgrace  his  own  name,  or  injure  the  feelings  of  anoth- 
er—Kings, mv  liege,  may  take  a  lesson  from  him. 
My  lie^,  for  the  present  I  take  my  leave." 

'*  Alice,  Alice— stay !"  exclaimed  the  King.  "  She 
is  gone.- This  must  be  virtue— real,  disinteresiod, 
overawing  virtue— or  there  is  no  such  thing  on  earth. 
Yet  Wilniot  and  Villiers  will  not  believe  a  word  of  it, 
but  add  the  tale  to  the  other  wonders  of  Woodstock. 
~'Tis  a  rare  wench !  and  I  profess,  to  use  the  Colo- 
nel's obtestation,  that  I  know  not  whether  to  forgive 
and  be  friends  with  her,  or  study  a  dire  revenge.  If 
it  were  not  for  that  accursed  cousin— that  puritan 
Colonel— I  could  forgive  every  thing  else  to  so  noble 
a  wench.  But  a  round  headed  rebel  preferred  to  me 
—the  preference  avowed  to  my  face,  and  justified  with 
the  assertion,  that  a  King  might  take  a  lesson  from 
him— it  is  gall  and  wormwood.  If  the  old  man  had 
not  come  up  this  morning  as  he  did,  the  King  should 
have  taken  or  given  a  lesson,  and  a  severe  one.  It 
was  a  mad  rencontre  to  venture  upon  with  my  rank 
and  responsibility— and  yet  this  wench  has  made  me 
so  angry  with  her,  and  so  envious  of  him,  that  if  an 
opportunity  offered,  I  should  scarce  be  able  to  forbear 
him.— Ha !  whom  have  we  here?" 

The  interjection  at  the  conclusion  of  this  royal 
soliloquv,  was  occasioned  by  the  unexpected  entrance 
of  another  peraonage  of  the  drama. 


"And with  whom  is  yonr bnsineaBT'  said  Charles; 
"  that  is,  if  I  may  be  permitted  to  ask— since  I  think 
it  cannot  in  po£<sibiIity  be  with  me." 

"  Pardon  me  in  turn,  sir,"  answered  the  cavalier  t 
"  in  no  possibility  can  it  be  imparted  to  any  other 
but  yourself,  if  you  ba  as  I  think  you  are,  though 
in  something  better  habit.  Master  Louis  Oimigo, 
the  Scottish  gentleman  who  waits  upon  Master  Al- 
bert Lee." 

"  I  am  all  you  are  like  to  find  of  him,"  answered 
Charles. 

"  In  truth,"  said  the  cavalier,  "I  do  perceive  a  dif- 
ference, but  rest  and  better  clothing  will  do  much ; 
and  I  am  glad  of  it,  since  I  would  be  sorry  to  have 
brought  a  message,  such  as  I  am  charged  with,  to  a 
tatterdemalion.'* 


the 
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Bemdkk.   Shall  I  viwak  a  word  in  roar  earf 
CiMuHo.  Ood  blwi  me  ttom  a  challenfe  7 

MHek  Ada  At9ut  NitkUig. 

As  Charles  was  about  to  leave  the  apartment, 
be  was  prevented  by  the  apoearance  of  Wildrake, 
who  entered  with  an  unusual  degree  of  swagger  in 
his  gait,  and  of  fantastic  importance  on  his  nrow. 
"  I  crave  your  pardon,  fair  sir,"  he  said  ;  "  but,  as 
they  say  in  my  country,  when  doors  are  open  dogs 
enter.  I  have  knocked  and  called  in  the  nail  to  no 
purpose ;  so,  knowing  the  way  to  this  parlour,  air, 
— for  I  am  a  light  partisan,  and  the  road  I  once 
travel  I  never  forget^— I  ventured  to  present  myself 
unannounced." 

"Sir  Henry  Lee  is  abroad,  sir,  I  beheve,  m  the 
Chase,"  said  Charles,  coldlv,  for  the  appearance  of  this 
somewhat  vulgar  debauchee  was  not  agreeable  to 
him  at  that  moment,  "  and  MaRter  Albert  Lee  has  left 
the  Lodge  for  two  or  three  days." 

**I  am  aware  of  it,  sir,"  said  Wildrake;  "but  I  have 
no  business  at  present  with  either." 

VM.V. 


"  Let  us  set  to  the  business,  sir,  if  yon  please,"  said 
e  King—"  you  have  a  message  for  me,  you  say  ?" 
"  True,  sir,"  replied  Wildrake  j  "  I  am  the  friend 
of  Colonel  Markham  Everard,  sir,  a  tall  man,  and  a 
worthy  person  in  the  field,  although  I  could  wish 
him  a  better  cause— A  message  I  have  to  you,  it  ia 
certain,  m  a  slight  note,  which  I  take  the  liberty  of 

K resenting  with  the  usual  formalities."  So  saying, 
e  drew  his  sword,  put  the  billet  he  mentioned  upon 
the  point,  and,  making  a  profound  bow,  presented  it 
to  Charles. 

The  disguised  Monarch  accepted  of  it,  with  a 
grave  return  of  the  salute,  and  said,  as  he  was  about 
to  open  the  letter,  "  I  am  not,  1  presume,  to  expect 
friendly  contents  in  an  epistle  presented  in  so  hostile 
a  manner?" 

*  A- hem,  sir,"  replied  the  ambassador,  clearing  hia 
voio^.  H;:hile  he  arranged  a  suitable  answer,  in  which 
the  miiu  strain  of  diplomacy  might  be  properly  main- 
tained ;  "  not  utterly  hostile,  I  suppose,  sir,  is  the  in- 
vitation, though  it  oe  such  as  must  be  construed  in 
the  commencement  rather  bellicose  and  pugnacious. 
I  trust,  sir,  we  shall  find  that  a  few  thrusts  will  make 
a  handsome  conclusion  of  the  business;  and  so,  as 
my  old  masUr  useil  to  eny,  Pruf  ntucihir  ex  bello. 
For  my  own  poor  wlion^,  I  urn  truly  glad  to  have  been 
j;^rnctr<l  by  my  fritnd  Markhnni  Everard  in  this  mat- 
ter—r  bo  rntlur  ae  I  ftmrwi  tht^ puritan  principles  with 
\ii-hkh  ho  is  imbocfl,  1 1  wilt  confess  the  truth  to  you, 
wonhy  sir,)  miL^hi  bftv<r  rt^ndsred  him  unwilling,  from 
rfTtiiin  senjples,  to  liavctnkcn  the  gcntlemanliko  and 
bonnurablp  inodo  of  righttr]^  himself  in  such  a  case 
HB  the  prtiBf:TLr,  And  as  I  n^nder  a  friend's  duty[  to 
my  friend,  ao  I  huinbty^  hopc^  Master  Louis  Oimigo, 
that  I  do  no  injuiiiice  to  you,  in  preparing  the  way  for 
the  ptfmosftd  niestinSj  whore,  >nve  me  leave  to  say,  I 
irjL*'.,  I'lat  i(  no  fciinl  nrrid-  n^  occur,  we  shall  be  all 
letter  friends  when  the  skirmish  is  over  than  we  were 
before  it  besan." 

"  I  should  suppose  so,  sir,  in  any  case,"  aaid  Charles, 
looking  at  the  letter:  "  worse  than  mortal  enemies 
we  can  scarce  be,  and  it  is  that  footing  upon  which 
this  billei  places  us." 

"You  say  true,  sir,"  said  Wildrake:  "it  is,  sir, 
a  cartel,  introducing  to  a  single  combat,  for  the 
pacific  object  of  restoring  a  perfect  good  understand- 
ing betwixt  the  survivors— in  case  that  fortunately 
that  word  can  be  used  in  the  plural  after  the  event  ciif 
the  meeting." 

"  In  short,  we  only  fight,  I  suppose,"  replied  the 
King,  "  that  we  may  come  to  a  perfectly  good  and 
amicable  understanding  7" 

"You  are  right  again,  sir;  and  I  thank  vou  for  tha 
clearness  of  your  apprehension,"  said  Wildrake.— 
"  Ah,  sir,  it  is  easy  to  do  with  a  person  of  honour  and 
of  intellect  in  such  a  case  as  this.  And  I  beseech  you, 
sir,  as  a  personal  kindness  to  myself,  that,  as  the 
morning  is  like  to  be  frosty,  and  myself  am  in  soma 
sort  rheumatic — as  war  will  leave  its  scars  behind 
sir,  I  say,  I  will  entreat  of  you  to  bring  with  you  some 
gentleman  of  honour,  who  will  not  disdain  to  taka 
part  of  what  is  coing  forward— a  sort  of  pot-luck,  sir 
—with  a  poor  old  soldier  like  myself— that  we  mar 
take  no  harm  by  standing  unoccupied  during  sucli 
cold  weather." 

"  I  understand,  sir,"  replied  Charies :  "  if  this  mat- 
ter goes  forward,  be  assured  I  will  endeavour  to  pro> 
«dey«.wiU..«it.bl.oppon«." 
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"  I  shall  remain  greatly  indebted  to  you,  sir,"  said 
Wildrakc ;  "  and  I  am  by  no  means  curious  about  the 
quality  of  mv  antagonist— It  is  true  I  write  myself 
esquire  ana  gentleman,  and  should  count  niys^lf  e8p«>- 
ciallv  honourttd  by  crossing  my  sword  with  that  of 
Sir  Henry  or  Master  Albert  Lee ;  but,  sliouid  that  not 
be  convenient,  I  will  not  refuse  to  present  my  poor 
person  in  opposition  to  any  gentleman  who  has 
aervj'd  the  Kim?,  which  I  always  hold  as  a  sort  of 
letters  of  nobility  in  itself,  and^  therefore,  would  on 
no  account  decline  the  duello  with  such  a  pernon." 

"The  King  is  much  obliged  to  you,  sir,^'  said  the 
dis^isod  Prince,  **for  the  honour  you  do  his  faithful 
■uhjecis." 

"O,  sir,  I  am  scrupulous  on  that  point— very_ scru- 
pulous.—When  there  is  a  roundhead  in  question.  I 
consult  (he  Herald's  books,  to  see  that  he  is  entitled 
to  bear  arms,  as  is  Master  Markham  Everard,  with- 
out which,  I  promise  you,  I  had  borne  none  of  his 
cartel.  Kul  a  cavaliir  is  with  me  a  ^(entleman.  of 
course— Be  his  birth  ever  so  low,  his  loyalty  has 
ennobled  his  condition." 

"It  is  Will,  sir,"  said  the  King.  "This  paper  re- 
quests me  to  meet  Master  Everard  at  six  to-morrow 
morning,  at  tlie  tree  called  the  King's  Oak.— I  object 
neither  to  place  nor  time.  He  profk-rs  the  sword,  at 
which,  he  says,  we  possess  some  equality— I  do  not 
decline  the  weapon ;  for  company,  two  gentlemen— 
1  shall  endeavour  to  procure  myself  an  associate,  and 
1  suitable  partner  for  you,  sir,  if  you  indlne  lo  join  in 
the  da  nee. 

"I  kiss  your  hand,  sir,  and  rest  yours,  under  a  sense 
of  obligation,"  answered  the  envoy. 

"I  thank  you,  sir,"  continued  the  King;  "I  will 
therefore  be  ready  at  place  and  lime,  and  suitably 
furnished ;  and  I  will  either  give  your  friend  sucn 
satisfaction  with  my  sword  as  he  requires,  or  will 
render  him  such  cause  for  not  doing  so  as  he  will  be 
contented  with." 

"  Vou  will  excuse  me,  sir,"  said  Wildrake,  "if  my 
mind  is  too  dull,  under  the  circumstances,  to  conceive 
any  alternative  that  can  renrain  betwixt  two  men  of 
honour  in  such  a  case,  excepting— sa—sa— !"  He 
threw  himself  into  a  fencing  position,  and  made  a 
pass  with  his  sheathed  rapier,  but  not  directed  to- 
wards the  person  of  the  King,  whom  he  addressed. 

"  Excuse  me,  sir,"  said  Charles,  *'if  I  do  not  trouble 
your  intellects  with  the  consideration  of  a  case  which 
may  not  occur.— But,  for  example,  I  may  plend  ur- 
gent employment  on  the  part  of  the  public."— This  he 
spoke  in  a  low  aiid  myfi>teriou8  tone  of  voice,  which 
Wildmke  appeared  perfectly  io  comprehend;  for  ho 
laid  his  forefmzor  on  his  nose  with  what  he  meant 
for  a  very  intelltgent  and  apprehensive  nod. 

"Sir,  said  he,  "ifyou  be  engaged  in  any  affair 
for  the  King,  my  friend  shall  have  every  reasonable 
degrceof  patience— Nay,  I  will  fight  him  myself  in 
Your  stead,  merely  to  stav  his  stomach,  rather  than 
you  should  be  interruptoa.— And,  sir,  if  you  can  find 
room  m  your  enterprise  for  a  poor  gentleman  that  has 
followe*^  Lunsford  and  Goring,  you  have  but  to  name 
day,  timft  and  place  of  rendezvous;  for  truly,  sir, 
I  am  tired  of  the  scald  hat,  cropped  hair,  and  under* 
taker's  cloak,  with  which  my  friend  has  bedizened 
me,  and  would  willingly  nifHe  it  out  once  more  in  the 
King's  cause,  when  whether  I  be  banged  or  hanged, 
I  care  not." 

"I  shall  remember  what  you  say.  sir.  should  an 
opportunity  occur,"  said  the  King;  ''and  I  wish  his 
Majesty  had  many  such  subjects.— I  presume  our 
business  is  now  settled  ?" 

"  When  you  shall  have  been  pleased,  sir,  to  give 
me  a  trifling  scrap  of  -writing,  to  serve  for  my  cre- 
dentials—for such,  yon  know,  is  the  custom- your 
written  cartel  hath  its  written  answer." 

"That,  sir,  will  I  presently  do,"  said  Charles,  "and 
in  good  time— here  are  the  materials." 

*  And,  sir,"  continued  the  envoy—"  Ahil  -aheml- 
if  you  have  mterest  in  the  household  for  a  cup  of  sack 
•~I  am  a  man  of  few  words,  and  am  somewhat  hoarse 
with  much  speaking— moreover,  a  serious  business  of 
this  kind  always  makes  one  thirsty.- Besides,  sir,  to 
part  with  dry  hi  s  argues  malice^  which  Grod  forbid 
should  exist  ui  such  sn  boaourable  coqjuctMre." 


"  I  do  not  boast  much  inflnenw  in  the  house,  sir," 
said  the  King;  "but  if  you  would  have  the  conde- 
scension to  accept  of  this  broad  piece  towards  quench- 
ing vour  thirst  at  the  Goorge" 

^*  Sir,"  said  the  cavalier,  (for  the  times  admitted  of 
this  strange  species  of  courtesy,  nor  was  Wildrake 
a  man  of  such  peculiar  delicacy  as  keenly  to  dispute 
the  matter,)— "I  am  once  ag[ain  beholden  to  you.  But 
I  S(«  not  how  it  consists  with  my  honour  to  accept 
of  such  accommodation,  unless  you  were  to  acooni- 
pany  and  partake?" 

"Pardon  me,  sir,"  replied  Charje?,  "my  safetr 
recommends  that  I  remain  rather  private  at  present" 

" Enough  said,"  Wildrake  obsened :  " poor  cava- 
liers nmst  not  stand  on  ceremony.  1  see.  sir,  von 
understand  cutter's  law— when  one  tall  fellow  has 
coin,  another  must  not  be  thirsty.  I  wish  you,  sir,  i 
continuance  of  health  and  happiness  until  to-morrow, 
at  the  King's  Oak,  at  six  o'clock." 

"Farewell,  sir,"  said  the  King,  and  added,  as  Wild- 
rake went  down  the  stair  whistling,  ".Hey  for  cava, 
liers,"  to  which  air  his  long  rapier,  jarring  against  the 
steps  and  banisters,  bore  no  unsuitable  burden— 
"Farewell,  thou  too  just  emblem  of  the  state,  to 
which  war.  and  defeat,  and  despair,  have  reduced 
many  a  gallant  gentleman." 

During  the  rest  pf  the  day,  there  oroirred  nothinf 
peculiarly  deser\'ing  of  notice.  Alice  sctiulously 
avoided  showing  towards  the  disguised  Prince  any 
degree  of  estrangement  or  shyness,  which  could  be 
discovered  by  her  father,  or  by  any  one  else.  To  all 
appearance,  the  two  young  persons  continued  on  tbs 
same  footing  in  every  respect.  Yet  she  made  the  gal- 
lant himself  sensible,  that  this  apparent  intimacy  was 
assumed  merely  to  save  appearances,  and  in  no  wav 
desigiuxJ  as  retracting  from  the  severity  with  whicn 
she  had  rejected  his  suit.  The  sense  that  this  was 
the  case,  joined  to  his  injured  self-love,  and  his  enmity 
against  a  successful  rival  induced  Charles  early  to 
withdraw  himself  to  a  solitary  walk  in  the  wilder- 
nrss.  where,  like  Hercules  in  the  Emblcni  of  Cebes, 
divided  betwixt  the  personifications  of  Virtue  and  of 
Pleasure,  he  listened  alternately  to  the  voice  of  Wis* 
demand  of  passionate  Folly.  , 

Prudence  urged  to  him  the  importance  of  his  own 
life  to  the  future  prosecution  of  the  great  object  in 
which  he  had  for  the  present  miscarried- the  restora- 
tion of  monarchy  in  England,  the  rebuilding  of  the 
throne,  the  regaining  the  crown  of  his  father,  the 
avenging  his  death,  and  restoring  to  their  fortunes 
and  their  country  the  numerous  exiles,  who  were 
suffering  poverty  and  banishment  on  account  of  their 
attachment  to  his  cause.  Pride  too,  or  rather  a  just 
and  naiuml  sense  of  dignity,  displayed  the  un  worthi- 
ness of  a  Prince  descending  to  actual  personal  con- 
flict with  a  subject  of  any  degree,  and  the  ridicule 
which  would  be  thrown  on  his  memory,  should  he 
lose  his  life  for  an  obscure  intrigue  hy  the  hand  of  a 

fmvaic  gentleman.  What  would  his  sa/ge  counsu4- 
ors,  Nicholas  and  Hv'de— ;what  would  his  kind  and 
wise  governor,  the  ]Viarquis  of  Hertford,  say  to  such 
an  ac!  of  rashness  and  folly?  Wpuld  it  not  be  Ukely 
to  shake  the  allegiance  of  the  staid  and  prudent  per- 
sons of  the  royalist  party,  since  wherefore  should 
they  expose  their  lives  and  estates  to  raise  to  the  go- 
vernment of  a  kingdom  a  young  man  who  could  not 
command  his  own  temper  7  To  this  was  to  be  added, 
the  consideration  ihiit  even  his  success  would  add 
double  difficulties  to  bis  escape,  which  already  seemed 
sufficiently  precarious.  If,  stopping  short  of  death, 
he  merely  had  the  better  of  bis  antagonist,  how  did 
he  know  that  he  might  not  seek  revenge  by  delivering 
up  to  government  the  Malignant  Louis  Kerneguy, 
whose  real  character  could  not  in  that  case  fail  to  be 
discovered  ? 

These  considerations  strongly  recommended  to 
Chnrles  that  he  should  clear  himself  of  the  challenge 
withobt  fighting ;  and  the  reservation  under  which  be 
had  accepted  it,  afforded  him  some  opportunity  of 
doing  so. 

But  Passion  also  had  her  argiiments,  which  shs 
addnssrd  to  a  temper  rendered  irritable  by  recent  dis- 
tresA  and  mortification.  In  the  first  plai^  if  he  was 
a  prince,  he  was  also  a  gcnUem&o.  entiiioi  to  reseoi 
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as  such,  and  oblif^  to  sivo  or  claim  the  satiafaction 
expected  on  occasion  of  differences  among  gentlemen. 
With  Englishmen,  she  urged,  becould  never  lose  in- 
terest by  showing  himselt  ready,  instead  of  sheltering 
himsolf  under  his  royal  birth  and  pretensions,  to  come 
frankly  forward,  and  maintain  what  he  had  done  or 
•aid  on  his  own  responsibility.  In  a  free  nation,  it 
seemed  as  if  he  would  rather  gain  than  lose  in  the 
public  estimation  by  a  conduct  which  could  not  but 
•eeni  gallant  and  generous.  Then  a  character  for 
courage  was  far  more  necessary  to  support  his  pre- 
tensions, than  any  other  kind  of  reputation ;  and  the 
lying  under  a  challenge,  without  replying  to  it,  might 
bring  his  spirit  into  question.  Wlial  would  Villiers 
and  Wilmot  say  of  an  intrigue,  in  which  he  had 
allowed  himself  to  be  shamefully  baffled  by  a  country 
grl,  and  had  failed  to  revenge  himself  on  his  rivall 
Tlie  pasquinades  >diich  they  would  compose,  the 
witty  sarcasms  which  they  would  circulate  on  the 
occasion,  would  be  harder  to  endure  than  the  ^ave 
rebukes  of  Hertford,  Hyde,  and  Nicholas.  This  re- 
flection, added  to  the  stings  of  youthful  and  awakened 
courage,  at  length  fixed  his  resolution,  and  he  returned 
to  Woodstock  determined  to  keep  his  appointment, 
come  of  it  what  mi/cht 

Perhaps  there  mingled  with  his  resolution  a  secret 
beoef  that  such  a  rencontre  would  not  prove  fatal. 
He  was  in  the  flower  of  his  youth,  active  in  all  his 
exercises,  and  no  way  inferior  to  Colonel  Everard,  as 
far  as  the  morning's  experiment  had  ^ne,  in  that  of 
■elf-defence.  At  least  such  recollection  might  pass 
through  his  royal  mind,  as  he  hummed  to  himself  a 
well-known  ditty,  which  he  had  picked  up  during  his 
reaklencein  Scotland— 

"  A  man  may  drink  and  not  be  drank ; 
A  man  mav  fl^lit  and  not  be  slain ; 

A  man  mar  km  a  bonnie  !■«, 
Ard  jret  be  welcome  back  again." 

Mean  while  the  busy  and  all-directing  Doctor  Ro- 
checliffe  had  contrived  to  intimate  to  Alice  that  she 
must  give  him  a  private  audience,  and  she  found  him 
by  appointment  in  what  was  called  the  study,  once 
filled  with  ancient  books,  which,  long  since  converted 
into  cartridges,  had  made  more  noise  in  the  world  at 
their  final  exit,  than  during  the  space  which  had  in- 
tervened betwixt  that  and  their  first  publication.  The 
Doctor  seated  himself  in  a  high-backed  leathern  easy- 
chair,  and  signed  to  Alice  to  fetch  a  stool  and  sit  down 
beside  him. 

•"  Alice,"  SAid  the  old  man^  taking  her  hand  affec- 
tionately, "  thou  art  a  good  girl,  a  wise  girl,  a  virtuous 
girl,  one  of  those  whose  price  is  above  nibies— not  that 
rubier  is  the  prop<.T  translation— but  remind  me  to 
tell  you  of  that  another  time— Alice,  thou  knowest 
who  this  Lewis  Kcmeguy  is— nay,  hesitate  not  to 
me— I  know  every  thing— I  am  well  aware  of  the 
whole  matter.— Thou  knowest  this  honoured  house 
holds  the  Fortunes  of  England."  Alice  was  about  to 
answer— "Nay,  speak  not.  but  listen  to  me,— How 
does  he  bear  himself  towards  you  T' 

Alice  coloured  with  the  deepest  crimson.-"  I  am  a 
country-bred  girl,"  she  said,  "and  his  manners  are 
too  eourtlike  lor  me." 

"  Enough  said— I  know  it  all.— Alice,  he  is  exposed 
to  a  great  danger  to-morrow,  and  you  must  be  the 
happy  means  to  prevent  him." 

*^1  prevent  him!— how,  and  in  what  manner?" 
said  Alice,  in  surprise.— "h  is  my  duty,  as  a  subject, 
to  do  any  thing— any  thing  that  may  become  my 
father's  daughter" 

Here  she  stopped,  considerably  embarrassed. 

"  Yts,"  continued  the  Doctor,  "  to-morrow  ho  hath 
made  an  appointment— an  appointment  with  Mark- 
ham  Everard :  the  hour  and  place  are  set— six  in  the 
morning,  by  the  King's  Oak.  If  they  meet,  one  will 
probably  fall." 

"Now,  may  God  forefend  they  should  meet,"  said 
Alic^-,  turning  as  suddenly  pale  as  she  bad  previously 
reddened.  But  harm  cannot  come  of  it— Everard 
will  never  lift  his  sword  against  the  Kins." 

"  For  that."  said  Doctor  Rot^heliffe,  **  I  would  not 
warrant.  Rut  if  that  iinlKippy  young  gentleman 
shall  have  still  some  res  >rvi>  ol  the  loyalty  which  his 
ipeoenl  oonduct  entirely  diaav  ;w8|  it  would  not  lerve 


us  here ;  for  he  knows  not  the  King,  but  considers 
him  merely  as  a  cavalier,  from  whom  he  has  received 
injury." 

"  Let  him  know  the  truth,  Doctor  Rocheclifle,  let 
him,  know  it  instantly,"  said  Alice;  "Ac  lift  hand 
against  the  King,  a  fugitive  and  defenceless!  He  is 
incapable  of  it.  My  life  on  the  issue,  he  becomes  moat 
active  in  his  pretwrvation." 

"That  is  the  thought  of  a  maiden,  Alice,"  an- 
swereil  the  Doctor ; , "  and,  as  I  fear,  of  a  maiden 
whose  wisdom  is  misled  by  her  aHeetiona  It  were 
worse  than  treason  to  admit  a  r<;bel  officer,  the  friend 
of  the  arch-traitor  Cromwell,  into  so  great  a  secreL 
I  dare  not  answer  for  such  rashness.  Hammond 
was  trusted  by  his  father,  and  you  know  what  came 
of  it." 

"  Then  let  my  father  know.  He  will  meet  Mark- 
ham^  or  send  to  him,  representing  the  indignity  done 
to  him  by  attacking  his  guest." 

"We  flare  not  let  your  father  into  the  secret  who 
Louis  Kerneguy  really  is.  I  did  but  hint  the  posai- 
bility  of  Charles  taking  refuge  at  Woodstock,  and  the 
rapture  into  which  Sir  Henry  broke  out,  the  prepara- 
tions for  accommodation  and  defence  which  be  began 
to  talk  of;  plainly  showed  that  the  mere  enthusiasm 
of  his  loyalty  would  have  lc<l  to  a  risk  of  discovery. 
It  is  you.  Alice,  who  must  save  the  hopes  of  eveiy 
true  royalist." 

"  I V^  answered  Alice ;  "  it  is  impossible.  Why  can- 
not my  father  be  induced  to  interfere,  as  in  behalf  of 
his  friend  and  guest,  though  he  know  him  as  no  other 
than  Louis  Kerneguy?" 

"You  have  forgot  your  father's  character,  my 
young  friend,"  said  the  Doctor—"  an  excellent  man, 
ami  the  best  of  Christians,  till  there  is  a  clashing  oi 
swords,  and  then  he  starts  up  the  complete  martialLBf, 
as  deaf  to  every  pacific  reasoning,  aa  if  he  were  a 
KajiitJ-cotk." 

You  forget^  Doctor  RochecliflTe,"  said  Alice,  "that 
this  ve.ry  m<iming,  if  I  understand  the  thing  arighti 
my  futhiir  prt>vented  them  from  fiehting." 

"Ay/'  answered  the  Doctor,  because  he  deemed 
himbtilf  baund  to  keep  the  peace  in  the  Royal  Parki 
l^uT  it  was  done  with  such  regret,  Alice,  that,  shou}d 
hv  ftnri  ^hiiin  at  it  again,  1  am  clear  to  foretell  he  will 
only  ei>  fnr  [postpone  the  combat  as  to  conduct  them 
to  some  unprivilej|[ed  ground,  and  there  bid  them  tilt 
and  welcome,  wutle  he  reg[alcd  his  eyes  with  a  scene 
so  pleasing-7No,  Alice,  it  is  vou,  and  you  only,  who 
can  help  us  in  this  extremity. [^ 

"I  see  no  possibility,"  said  she,  again  colouring, 
"  how  I  can  be  of  the  least  use." 

"You  must  send  a  note,"  answered  Doctor  Roche- 
clifle,  "  to  the  King— a  note  such  as  all  women  know 
how  to  write  better  than  any  man  can  teach  them— > 
to  meet  you  at  the  precise  hour  of  the  rendezvous.  He 
will  not  fail  you.  for  I  know  his  unhappy  foible." 

"Doctor  Rocnecliffc,"  said  Alice,  gravely— "yoo 
have  known  me  from  infancy— What  nave  you  seen 
in  me  to  induce  you  to  believe  that  I  should  ever  fol- 
low such  unbecoming  counsel  7" 

"  And  if  you  have  known  vu  from  infancy,"  re- 
torted the  Doctor,  "  what  have  you  seen  of  me  that 
Sou  should  susoect  me  of  giving  counsel  to  my  friend's 
aughter  whicn  it  would-be  misbecoming  in  her  to 
follow  1  You  cannot  be  fool  enough,  I  think,  to  sup- 
pose, that  I  mean  you  should  carry  your  complaisance 
farther  than  to  keep  him  in  discourse  for  an  hour  or 
two,  till  I  have  all  in  readiness  for  his  leaving  thia 
place,  from  which  I  can  frighten  him  by  the  terrors  oi 
an  alleged  search  7— So,  C.  S.  mounts  his  horse  and 
rides  on,  and  Mistress  Alice  Lee  haa  the  honour  ot 
savinj;  him." 

"  \  cs  at  the  expense  of  her  own  reputation."  said 
Alice,  "  and  the  risk  of  an  eternal  stain  on  my  family. 
—You  say  you  know  all— What  can  the  king  think 
of  my  appointing  an  assignation  with  him  after  what 
has  pasised,  and  how  will  it  be  possible  to  disabuse 
him  respecting  the  purpose  of  my  doing  so  V 

"  I  will  disabuse  him,  Alice :  I  will  explain  the 
whole." 

"  Doctor  Rocheclifle,"  said  Alice,  "  you  propose 
what  is  impossible.  You  can  do  much  by  your  ready 
wit  and  great  wisdom ;  but  if  new-fulkn  anow  were 
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once  soilied,  not  all  your  art  could  wash  it  white 
■gain ;  and  it  ia  altogether  the  same  with  a  maiden's 
feputation." 

^*  Alice,  my  dearest  child,"  said  the  Doctor,  "  he- 
fhink  you  that  if  I  recommend  this  means  of  saving 
the  life  of  the  King,  at  least  rescuing  him  from  instant 
peril,  it  is  because  I  see  no  other  of  which  to  avail 
myselfl  If  I  bid  you  assume,  even  for  a  moment,  the 
■emblance  of  what  is  wrong,  it  is  but  in  the  last  ex- 
tremity, and  under  circumstances  which  cannot  re- 
turn—i  will  take  the  surest  means  to  prevent  all  evil 
report  which  can  arise  from  what  I  recommend." 

"Say  not  so,  Doctor,"  said  Alice;  "better  under- 
take to  turn  back  the  Isis  than  to  stop  the  course  of 
calumny.  The  King  will  make  boast  to  his  whole 
licentious  court,  of  the  case  with  which,  but  for  a  sud- 
den alarm,  he  could  have  brought  off  Alice  Lee  as  a 
paramour — the  mouth  wliich  confers  honour  on  others, 
will  then  be  the  means  to  deprive  me  of  mine.  Take 
a  fitter  course,  one  more  becoming  your  own  charac- 
ter and  profession.  Do  not  lead  him  to  fail  in  an  en- 
gagement of  honour,  by  holding  out  the  prospect  of 
another  engagement  equally  dishonourable,  wnether 
fidse  or  true.  Go  to  the  King  himself,  speak  to  him, 
as  the  servants  of  God  have  a  right  to  speak,  even  to 
earthly  sovereigns.  Point  out  to  him  the  loUy  and 
the  wickedness  of  the  course  he  is  aooiTC  to  pursue— 
urge  upon  him,  that  he  fear  the  sworo,  sinoe  wrath 
brmgeth  the  punishment  of  the  sword.  Tell  mm,  that 
the  friends  who  died  for  him  in  the  field  at  Worcester, 
on  the  scaffolds,  and  on  the  gibbets,  smce  that  bloodv 
day— that  the  remnant  who  are  in  prison,  scattered, 
fled,  and  ruined  on  his  account,  deserve  better  of  liim 
and  his  father's  race,  than  that  he  should  throw  away 
his  life  in  an  idle  brawl— Tell  him,  that  it  is  dishonest 
to  venture  that  which  is  not  his  own.  dishonourable 
to  betray  the  trust  which  brave  men  nave  reposed  in 
bis  virtue  and  in  his  courage." 

Doctor  RocheclifTe  looked  on  her  with  a  melancholy 
amile,  his  eyes  glistening  as  he  said,  "  Alas,  Alice, 
even  I  coula  not  plead  that  just  cause  to  him  so  elo- 

?uently  or  so  impressively  as  thou  dost.  But,  alack ! 
/harles  would  listen  to  neither.  It  is  not  from  priests, 
or  women,  he  would  say,  that  men  should  receive 
counsel  in  affairs  of  honour." 

**  Then,  hear  me,  Doctor  Rochediffe— I  will  appear 
at  the  place  of  rendezvous,  and  I  will  prevent  the  com- 
bat—<io  not  fear  that  I  can  do  what  I  say— at  a  sacri- 
fice, indeed,  but  not  that  of  my  reputation.  My  heart 
may  be  broken"— she  endeavoured  to  stifle  her  sobs 
with  difficulty— "for  the  consequence— but  not  in  the 
imagination  of  a  man,  and  far  less  that  man  her  sove- 
reign, shall  a  thought  of  Alice  Lee  be  associated  with 
dishonour."  She  hid  her  face  in  her  handkerchief, 
and  burst  out  into  unrestrained  tears. 

"What  means  this  hysterical  passion?"  said  Doctor 
Rochecliffe,  surprised  and  somewhat  alarmed  by  the 
vehemence  of  her  grief-"  Maiden,  I  must  have  no 
concealments— I  must  know." 

"Exert  your  ingenuity,  then,  and  discover  it,"  said 
Alice— for  a  moment  put  out  of  temper  at  the  Doctor's 
pertinacious  self-importance—"  Gruess  my  purpose  as 
vou  can  guess  at  every  thing  else.  It  is  enough  to 
have  to  go  through  my  task,  I  will  not  endure  the  dis- 
tress of  telling  it  over,  and  that  to  one  who— forgive 
me,  dear  Doctor— might  not  think  my  agitation  on 
this  occasion  fully  warranted." 

"Nay,  then^my  voung mistress,  you  must  be  ruled," 
aaid  RochecUnfe ;  and  if  I  cannot  make  you  explain 
Yourself,  I  must  see  whether  your  father  can  gam  so 
lar  on  you."  So  saying,  he  arose  somewhat  displeased, 
and  walked  towards  the  door. 

"You  forget  what  you  yourself  told  me,  Doctor 
Rochecliffe,"  said  Alice,  "of  the  risk  of  communis 
eating  this  great  secret  to  my  father." 

"  It  is  too  true"— he  said,  stopping  short  and  turning 
round ;  "  and  I  think,  wench,  thou  art  too  smart  for 
me,  and  I  have  not  met  many  such.  But  thou  art  a 
good  girl,  and  wilt  tell  me  thy  device  of  free-will— it 
concerns  my  character  and  influence  with  the  King, 
that  I  should  be  fully  acquainted  with  whatever  is 
cctum  atqut  tractatum^  done  and  treated  of  in  this 
matter." 

'Tjm  /our  eharaeler  to  va^  good  Doctor,"  said 


Alice,  attempting  to  smile:  "it  is  of  firmer  stuff  than 
those  of  women,  and  will  dc  safer  in  mv  custody  than 
mine  could  have  been  in  yours.  And  thus  much  I 
condescend— you  shall  see  the  whole  scene— vou  shafl 
go  with  me  yourself  and  much  will  I  fed  emooldeDed 
and  heartened  by  your  company.' 

"  That  it  something,"  said  the  Doctor,  though  not 
altogether  satisfied  with  this  Umitcd  confidence* 
"Thou  wert  ever  a  clever  wench,  and  I  will  trust  thes 
—indeed,  trust  thee,  I  find  I  must,  wnether  voluntarily 
or  no." 

"  Meet  me,  then,"  saia  Alices  in  the  wildemeaB  to- 
morrow. But  first  tell  me,  are  you  well  assured  of 
time  and  place  1— a  mistake  were  fatal." 

"  Assure  yourself  my  information  is  entirely  acco- 
rate,"  said  the  Doctor,  resuminjg  hia  air  of  oonsa* 
cuence,  which  had  been  a  hitle  dmiinisbed  during  the 
latter  part  of  their  conference. 

"  May  I  ask,"  said  Alice,  "  through  what  chaoDBl 
you  acquired  such  important  information  T' 

"You  may  ask,  unquestionably,"  he  answered,  now 
completely  restored  to  his  supremacy ;  "  but  whether 
I  will  answer  or  not  is  a  very  different  question.  I 
conceive  neither  your  reputation  nor  my  own  is  inte* 
rested  in  your  remaining  m  isnoranceon  that  subject 
So  I  have  my  secrets  as  well  as  you,  mistress ;  and 
some  ot  tliex^  I  fancy,  are  a  good  deal  more  worth 
knowing." 

Be  it  so,"  said  Alice,  auietly ;  if  yon  will  meet  ma 
in  the  wikiemess  by  the  broken  dial  at  half-past  fivs 
exactly,  we  will  go  together  to-morrow,  and  watch 
them  as  they  come  to  the  rendezvous.  1  will  on  ths 
way  get  the  better  of  my  present  timidity,  and  ex- 
plain to  you  the  means  1  design  to  employ  to  pie- 
vent  mischief  You  can  perhaps  think  of  making 
some  effort  which  may  render  my  interfSerence,  un- 
becoming and  painful  as  it  must  be,  altogether  unne- 
cessary."^ 

"  Nav,  my  child,"  said  the  Doctor,  "  if  you  plaee 
yourseli  in  my  hands,  you  will  be  the  first  that  ever 
had  reason  to  complain  of  my  want  of  conduct  and 
you  may  well  judge  you  are  the  very  last  (one  except- 
ed) whom  I  would  see  suffer  for  want  of  counsel— At 
half-past  five,  then,  at  the  dial  in  the  wilderness— and 
God  oless  our  undertaking!" 

Here  their  interview  was  interrupted  by  the  sonoroos 
voice  of  Sir  Henry  Lee,  which  shouted  their  namea 
"  Daughter  Alice— Doctor  Rochecliffe,"  through  pass- 
age and  gallery. 

,  "What  do  you  here,"  said  he,  entering,  "sitting 
like  two  crows  in  a  mist,  when  we  have  such  rars 
sport  below?  Here  is  this  wild  crackbrained  boy 
Louis  Kerneguy,  now  making  me  laugh  till  my  sides 
are  fit  to  split,  and  now  playing  on  his  guitar  sweeUy 
enough  to  wm  a  lark  fiom  me  heavens.— Come  away 
with  vou,  conke  away.  It  is  hard  work  to  laugh 
alone.^* 


CHAPTER  XXVIIL 

Thii  is  the  place,  the  centre  of  the  crove 
Here  stud*  the  oak,  the  nooareh  of  the  wood. 


The  sun  had  risen  on  the  broad  bon^a  of  ths 
forest,  but  without  the  power  of  penetranng  into  its 
recesses,  which  hung  rich  with  heavy  dewdropa,  and 
were  beginning  on  some  of  the  trees  to  exhibit  the 
varied  tints  ot  autumn;  it  being  the  season  when 
Nature,  like  a  prodigal  whose  race  is  well  nigh  ran. 
seems  desirous  to  make  up  in  profuse  gayety  ana 
varietv  of  colours,  for  the  short  space  wnicD  her 
splendour  has  then  to  endure.  The  birds  were  silent 
—and  even  Robin-red-breast  whose  chirruping  song 
was  heard  among  the  bushes  near  the  Lodge,  em- 
boldened by  the  largeness  with  which  the  good  old 
knight  always  encouraged  his  &miliahty,  did  not 
venture  into  the  recesses  of  the  wood,  where  he  en- 
countered the  sparrowhawk,  and  other  enemies  of  a 
similar  description,  prefemng  the  vicinity  of  the 
dwellings  of  man,  from  whom  he,  almost  solely 
among  the  feathered  tribes,  seems  to  ezpei^eooe  d» 
inteiested  protection. ' 
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The  scene  was  therefore  at  once  lovely  and  silent, 
when  the  good  Doctor  RocheclifTe,  wrapped  in  a 
scarlet  roquolaure,  which  had  seen  service  m  its  day. 
muffling  bis  face  more  from  habit  than  necessity,  ana 
supporting  Alice  on  his  arm.  (she  also  defended  by  a 
ciottk  agamst  the  cold  ana  damp  of  the  autumn 
momine,)  glided  through  the  tangled  and  long  grass 
of  the  darkest  alleys,  almost  ankle-deep  in  acw-.  to- 
wards the  place  appointed  for  the  intended  duel  Both 
so  eagerly  maintained  the  consultation  in  which 
they  were  engaged,  that  they  were  alike  insensible  of 
the  roughness  and  discomforts  of  the  road,  though 
often  obli^  to  force  their  way  through  brusliwood 
and  coppice,  which  poured  down  on  them  all  the 
liquid  pearls  with  which  they  were  loaded,  till  the 
mantles  they  were  wrapped  in  hung  lank  by  their 
sides,  and  clung  to  their  shoulders  heavily  charged 
with  moisture.  They  stopped  when  they  had  attained 
a  station  under  the  coppice,  and  shrouded  by  it,  from 
which  they  could  see  all  that  passed  on  the  little 
esplanade  before  the  King's  Oak,  whose  broad  and 
scathed  form,  contorted  and  shattered  limbs,  and 
frowning  brows^  made  it  appear  like  some  ancient 
warworn  champion,  well  selected  to  be  the  umpire  of 
a  field  of  single  combat. 

The  first  person  who  appeared  at  the  rendezvous 
was  the  gay  cavalier  Roger  Wildrake.  Ho  also  was 
wrapped  m  his  cloak,  but  had  discarded  his  puritanic 
beaver,  and  wore  in  its  stead  a  Spanish  hat,  with  a 
feather  and  gilt  hatband,  all  of  which  had  encoun- 
tered bad  weather  and  hard  service:  but  to  make 
amends  for  the  appearance  of  poverty  hy  the  show  of 
pretension,  the  castor  was  accuratelv  adjusted  after 
what  was  rather  profanely  called  the  u— me  cut,  used 
among  the  more  desperate  cavaliers.  He  advanr^ 
hastily,  and  exclaimed  aloud—"  First  in  the  field  after 
all,  by  Jove,  though  I  bilked  Everard  in  order  to  have 
my  morning  draught.— It  has  done  me  much  good,'* 
he  added,  smacking  his  lips.— "Well,  I  suppose  I 
should  search  the  ground  ere  my  principal  comes  up, 
whose  Presbyterian  watch  trudges  as  slow  as  his 
Prosbyttrian  step." 

He  took  his  rapier  from  under  his  cloak,  and  seemed 
about  to  search  the  thickets  around. 

"I  will  prevent  him,"  whispered  the  Doctor  to 
Alice.  "I  will  keep  faith  with  you— you  shall  not 
come  on  the  scene— nisi  dignus  vindice  nodus — I'll 
explain  that  another  time.  Vindex  is  feminine  as 
well  as  masculine,  so  the  quotation  is  defensible.— 
Keep  you  close." 

So  saying,  he  stepped  forward  on  the  esplanade, 
and  bowed  to  Wildrake. 

'*  Master  L«»tiisKcrneguy,"  said  Wildrake,  pulling 
off  his  hat ;  but  instantly  discovering  his  error,  he 
added,  "But  no— I  beg  your  pardon,  sii^-Fatter, 
shorter,  older.— Mr.  Kerneguy*s  friend,  I  suppose, 
with  whom  I  hope  to  have  a  turn  by  and  by.— And 
why  not  now,  sir,  before  our  principals  come  up? 
just  a  snack  to  stay  the  orifice  of  the  stomach,  till 
ihe  dinner  is  Ferved.  sir?  What  say  you?" 

"To  open  the  orince  of  the  stomach  more  likely,  or 
to  give  it  a  now  one,"  said  the  Doctor. 

*'Tnie,  sir,"  said  Roger,  who  seemed  now  in  his 
slement;  "you  say  well— that  is  as  thereafter  may 
be.— But  C9nie.  sir,  you  wear  your  face  muffled.  I 
s;[rant  you,  it  is  honest  men's  fashion  at  this  unhappy 
time:  tlie  more  is  the  pity.  But  we  do  all  above 
boanl— we  have  no  traitors  here.  I'll  get  into  ray 
ernrs  first,  to  encourage  you,  and  show  you  that  you 
nave  to  deal  with  a  gentleman,  who  honours  the 
King,  and  is  a  match  fit  to  fight  with  any  who  follow 
him,  as  doubtless  you  do,  sir,  since  you  are  the  friend 
of  Master  Louis  Kemeguy." 

All  this  while,  Wildrake  was  busied  undoing  the 
cla.«pfl  of  his  square-cap^d  cloak. 

"  Off— ofl;  ye  landings,"  he  said,  "  borrowings  I 
should  more  properly  call  you— 

*'  Vit  the  curtain  whicli  ibadow'd  Bortia  I'  ** 

So  saying,  he  threw  the  cloak  from  him  and  ap- 
peared in  ciierpo,  in  a  most  cavalier-like  doublet,  of  j 
iH'i^asy  miiison  satin,  pinked  and  slashed  with  what ' 
had  lieen  once  white  tiffany ;  breeches  of  the  same ;  ■ 
and  nethcr-Btocka,  or,  as  we  now  call  them,  stock- 1 


ingB,  darned  in  many  places,  and  which,  like  those  U 
Poins,  had  been  once  peach-coloured.  A  pair  of 
pumps,  ill  calculated  for  a  walk  through  the  dew,  and 
a  broad  ahoulderbelt  of  tarnished  embroidery,  com 
pleted  his  equipment. 
"  Come,  sir  r  he  exclaimed ;  "make  haste,  oflfwith 

}^our  slough— Here  I  stand  tight  and  true— as  loyal  a 
ad  as  ever  stuck  rapier  through  a  round-head. — 
Com&  sir,  to  your  tools!"  he  continued;  "we  mar 
have  half-a-dozen  thrusts  before  they  come  yet,  and 
shame  them  for  their  tardiness.- Pshaw !"  he  ex- 
claimed in  a  most  disappointed  tone,  when  the  Doo- 
toT.  unfolding  his  cloak,  showed  his  clerical  dress; 
"Txish !  it's  but  the  parson  after  all  I" 

Wild  rake's  respect  for  the  Church,  however^  and 
his  desire  to  remove  one  who  might  possibly  mter- 
rupt  a  scene  to  which  he  looked  forward  with  peculiar 
satisfaction,  induced  him  presently  to  assume  an- 
other tone. 

"  I  beg  pardon,"  he  said,  "  my  dear  Doctor— I  kiaa 
the  hem  of  your  cassock— I  do,  by  the  thundering 
Jove— I  be^  your  pardon  again.— But  I  am  happy  I 
have  met  with  you— They  are  raving  for  vour  presence 
at  the  Lodge— to  marT>',  or  christen,  or  bury,  or  con- 
fess, or  something  very  urgent.— For  Heaven's  sakeb 
make  haste!" 

"At  the  Lodge?"  said  the  Doctor;  "why,  I  left  the 
Lodge  this  instant— I  was  there  later,  I  am  sure,  than 
you  could  be,  who  came  the  Woodetock  road." 

"  Well,"  replied  Wildrake,  "  it  is  at  Woodstock  they 
want  you.— Rat  it,  did  I  say  the  Lodge  ?— No,  no 
—Woodstock— Mine  host  cannot  be  nanged— hia 
daughter  married— his  bastard  christened,  or  his  wile 
buned— without  the  assistance  of  a  real  clergyman— 
your  Holdenoughs  won't  do  for  them.— H?8  a  true 
man,  mine  host ;  so,  aa  you  value  your  function,  make 
haste." 

"  You  will  pardon  me.  Master  Wildrake,"  said  the 
Doctor^"!  wait  for  Master  Louis  Kemeguy." 

"  The  devil  you  do !"  exclaimed  Wildrake.  "  Why 
I  always  knew  the  Scots  could  do  nothing  without 
their  minister;  but  d— n  it^  never  thought  they;  put 
them  to  this  use  neither.  But  I  have  known  jolly 
customers  in  orders,  who  understood  to  handle  the 
sword  as  well  as  their  prayerbook.  You  know  the 
purpose  of  our  meeting,  Doctor.  Do  you  come  only 
as  a  ghostly  comforter— or  as  a  surgeon,  perhapa— or 
do  you  ever  take  bilboa  in  hand  ?— sa,  sa  I" 

Here  he  made  a  fencing  demonstration  with  hk 
sheathed  rapier. 

"  I  have  done  so,  sir,  on  necessary  occasion,*'  said 
Doctor  RocheclifiTe. 

"  Gtood  sir,  let  this  stand  for  a  necessary  one."  said 
Wildrake.  "  You  know  my  devotion  for  the  Church. 
If  a  divine  of  your  skill  would  do  me  the  honour  to 
exchange  but  three  passes  with  me,  I  should  Uunk 
myself  happy  for  ever." 

Sir,"  said  RocheclifiTe,  smiling,  "  were  there  no 
other  objection  to  what  you  propose,  I  have  not  the 
means— 1  have  no  weapon." 

"  What  ?  you  want  the  de  quoi  ?  that  is  unlucky 
indeed.    But  you  have  a  stout  cane  in  your  hara 


—what  hinders  our  trying  a  pass  (my  rapier  beins 
sheathed  of  course)  until  our  principals  come  upT 
My  pumps  are  full  of  this  frost-dew ;  and  I  shall  be  j| 


toe  or  two  out  of  pocket,  if  I  am  to  stand  still  all 
the  time  they  are  stretching  themselves;  for,  I  fancy. 
Doctor,  you  are  of  my  opinion,  that  the  matter  will 
not  be  a  fight  of  cock-sparrows." 

"  My  business  here  is  to  make  it,  if  possible,  be  no 
fight  at  all,"  said  the  divine. 

"  Xow,  rat  me.  Doctor,  but  that  is  too  spiteful** 
said  Wildrake;  ^'and  were  it  not  for  my  respect 
for  the  Church,  I  could  turn  Presbyterian  to  be  !•- 
venged." 

"Stand  back  a  little,  if  you  please,  sir,'*  said  the 
Doctor:  "do  not  press  forward  in  that  directwn,*' 
—For  Wildrake.  in  the  agitation  of  his  movement% 
induced  by  his  disappointment,  approached  the  spot 
where  Alice  remained  still  concealed. 

"  And  wherefore  not,  I  pray  you,  Doctor?**  said  the 
cavalier. 

But  on  advancing  a  step,  he  suddenlv  stopped  short 

and  muttered  to  himself;  with  a  round  oath  of  § 
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is!im»^nt.  "A  DcMicont  m  tho  roppiro,  !>y  all  ihat  is  | 
rev»?r«"iil,  mnl  ai  this  ho:rin  the  niurnin:;— fJ''i<r}r--  ! 
etc — c»r  r'—Hf  '^ii\'o  vent  to  h^^  siin>ri>«*  iii  a  lon'^'  low  I 
intorii.-iMionnl  whi^iU;;  thru  tiirnini?  lo  t'l.*  Doct  »r,  ! 
with  his*  fini^i-r  on  tfie  sid*  of  his  no.«»o.     "  Von'r'.*  sly, 
Doctor,  il— (1  sly !    Knl  why  not  j;ive  nie  n  hint  of  y-mr  i 
—your  connnoflity  there  -your  tonir-jhand  liooil.s  ? 
Gad.  sir.  I  am  nut  a  man  to  cxpo^  tiiu  ecc<.ntndties 
of  thv  «liur«*h." 

"Sir,"  yiiiil  Doctor  Kf>ohrrlifi?,  "you  an^  imperii- 
nent;  ami  if  time  si  rved,  and  it  were  worth  my  winte, 
I  would  cha«tis<;  you." 

And  the  Doctor,  who  had  Berved  lonR  enouj^h  in 
the  war<<  to  have  added  pome  of  the  qualities  of  a 
cp.ptain  of  hori«e  to  those  of  a  divine,  actually  rained  j 
bis  <Mne,  to  the  inflniti;  dtli;j:ht  of  the  rake,  whose 
respect  for  the  Church  was  by  no  means  able  to  sub- 
due his  h)ve  of  mischief 

"Nay,  Dm-'tor,"  sail  he,  "if  you  wield  yoiir  weapon 
backsword  fashion,  in  that  wav,  and  raise  it  as  hit^h 
as  your  head,  I  shall  be  throutrn  you  in  a  twinkling'." 
So  saying  be  made  a  pass  with  his  sheathed  raj)ier, 
not  prccis(.'ly  at  the  Doctor's  p<?ri*ori.  but  in  that  direc- 
tion; when  RochecliH'i'.,  changing  the  direction  of  his 
cane  from  the  broadsword  ^uard  to  that  of  the  ranier, 
mad'?  the  cavalier's  sword  spring  ten  yards  out  ot  his 
hand,  with  all  the  dexterity  of  my  friend  Prancalanza. 
At  this  moment  both  the  principal  parties  appeared 
on  the  field. 

FWerard  exclaimed  angrily  to  Wildrake,  "Is  this 
your  friendship?  In  Heaven's  name,  what  make  you 
m  that  fool's  jacket,  and  playing  the  pranks  of  a  jack- 
puddini!  7''  while  his  worth v  second,  somewhat 
crestfallen,  held  down  his  head,  like  a  boy  caught  in 
roguery,  and  went  to  pick  up  his  weapon,  stretching 
his  head,  as  he  passed,  into  the  coppice,  to  obtain 
another  glimpse,  if  possible,  of  the  concealed  object 
of  his  curiosity. 

Charles,  in  the  mean  time,  still  more  surprised  at 
what  he  beheld,  called  out  on  his  part— "What! 
Doctor  RochcclifTe  become  literally  one  of  the  church 
militant,  and  tilting  with  my  friend  Cavalier  Wild- 
rake? May  I  use  tne  freedom  to  ask  him  to  with- 
draw, aff  Colonel  Rvenird  and  I  have  some  private 
businesb  to  settle?" 

It  was  Doctor  RochcclifTe's  cue  on  this  important 
occasion,  to  have  armed  himself  with  the  authority 
of  his  sacred  office,  and  used  a  tone  of  interference 
which  might  have  overawed  even  a  monarch,  and 
made  him  feel  that  his  monitor  spoke  by  a  warrant 
higher  than  his  own.  But  the  indiscreet  latitude  he 
had  just  given  to  his  own  passion,  and  the  levity  in 
whicli  he  had  been  detected,  were  very  unfavourable 
to  his  assuming  that  8ui)eriority,  to  which  so  uncon- 
tiolUble  a  spirit  as  that  of  Charles,  wilful  as  a  prince, 
•nd  capricious  as  a  wit,  was  at  all  likely  to  submit. 
The  Doctor  did,  however,  endeavour  to  rally  his  dig- 
nity, and  replied,  with  the  gravest,  and  at  the  same 
time  the  most  respectful,  tone  he  could  assume,  that 
he  also  had  business  of  the  most  urgent  nature,  which 
prevented  him  from  complying  with  Master  Kerne- 
guy's  wishes,  and  leaving  that  spot. 

Excuse  this  untimely  interruption,"  said  Charles, 
taking  off  his  hat,  and  bowing  to  Colonel  Everard, 
•which  I  will  imm^^dialely  jiut  an  end  to." 
Everard  gravely  reiurncl  his  salute,  and  was  silent. 
"Are  you  mad.  Doctor  Rocheclifle?"  said  Charles 
—"or  are  you  deaf?— or  have  you  forgotten  your 
mother- longiie  ?  I  desired  you  to  leave  this  place." 

"I  am  not  mad,"  said  the  divine,  rousing  up  his 
resolution,  and  regaining  the  natural  firmness  of  his 
▼oice— "  I  would  prevent  others  from  b<.>ing  so ;  I  am 
not  deaf— I  would  pray  others  to  hear  tne  voice  of 
reason  and  religion ;  I  have  not  forgotten  my  mother- 
tongue— but  I  have  come  hither  to  speak  the  language 
of  the  Master  of  kings  and  princes." 

"To  fence  with  broomsticks,  I  should  rather  sup- 
pose," said  the  King— "Come,  Doctor  Rochechfie, 
this  suflden  fit  of  assumed  importance  befits  you  as 
little  as  your  lat^  frolic.  You  are  not,  I  apprehend, 
cither  a  Catholic  priest  or  a  Scotch  Mass-John  to 
daim  devoted  obedience  from  your  hearers,  but  a 
Cliurch  of  Kuiilnndman,  subj'.-.-t  to  the  rules  of  that 
Communiou— and  to  its  Hsao.''  In  speaking  the  last 


word.-*,  the  Kin:;  sunk  his  voire  to  a  1  >w  and  imprwi' 
?»ivi'  whi-ip  -r.  Fv-.-rari  ohsr;v:ng  ih!»  ilrew  iia.-K,  the 
natural  tr-i'i-r- ;>;!>■  of  his  t».'iiip'.r  fj:rrcti:ij  h"m  lo 
avH.l  (»vr:  hearing  private  dis.;  rir^-^.  :n  w..:.b  the 
pifi-ty  of  tin;  SiHTikors  might  be  d  c;»'y  ron-'-rnesi 
Tht-y  Ci»iiliniw.'il,  Imw^ver,  to  obrfirvt- i;rt'al  cautiOQin 
thi  ii-  fi.»rnis  t'f  fxpr«  ssi:on. 

'*  .Mri^t'.r  Kerii'vny,*"  sJi.d  the  rit.T:r.'mnn,  "it  is 
not  1  who  iH-iiiiif  authiiriry  or  control  ovt-r  your 
Wish-.'?  -<'lo:J  lurhid;  I  do  but  trll  y  >u  what  r-awa, 
Scripur.-,  nli«u>n.  a-id  morality,  alike  prescribe  ibr 
yoiT  riili»  of  conliit^t." 

"And  I,  DiK'tor,"'  mid  the  Kii.g.  smiln-.!.  and  point- 
ing to  the  uriliic-!vy  ririo,  "will  tak-j  y-mr  exiinple 
rather  than  your  precept.  If  a  i«  v.  r..iid  tkr^yman 
will  himself  fi;;hl  a  bout  at  singl.-  iii  -k,  wtnt  ri^i 
ran  he  have  to  interfere  in  gentlemon's  quamU  ?— 
Come,  sir,  remove  yourself,  and  do  not  let  )  our  pre- 
sent obstinacy  cancel  former  obligiitions." 

"Bethink  yoursflf."  said  the  divine,— "I  can  say 
one  won!  which  will  prevent  all  this." 

"Do  it,"  repliid  the  King,  "and  in  doing  so  Itrlie 
the  whole  tenor  and  actions  of  nn  honouraSle  lite— 
abandon  the  principles  of  your  Church,  and  be^Mme 
a  perjured  traitor  and  an  apostate,  to  prevent  anod;rir 
person  fn>m  dischari^ing  his  duty  as  a  g.<ntlenian! 
This  were  intieed  kiihng  your  fnend,  lo  prt-vent  the 
risk  of  his  runnin:^  himsiirinto  danger.  I^ot  the  Pas- 
sive Olx>;lience,  which  is  so  often  in  vour  mo>iih,  and 
no  doubt  in  your  head,  put  your  feet  fi)r  onr*'  iiiio  ino- 
ti(m,  and  step  aside  for  ion  minutes.  Wiih:n  thai 
space  your  assistance  may  be  needed,  cither  as  body- 
curer  or  soul-curer." 

"Nay  then,"  said  Doctor  RocheclifTe,  "I  have  bat 
one  argument  left." 

While  this  conversation  was  carried  on  apart. 
Everard  had  alinost  forcibly  detained  by  hisownsidf 
his  follower,  Wildrake,  whose  greater  curiosity,  and 
lesser  delicacy,  would  otherwise  have  thrust  him  fur- 
ward,  to  get,  if  possible,  into  theseiTet.  But  when  be 
saw  the  Doctor  turn  into  the  coppioc,  he  whispered 
eagerly  to  Everard—"  A  gold  Cart>!u9  lo  a  rommoa- 
wealth  farthing,  the  Doctor  has  not  only  co:ne  to 
preach  a  peace,  but  has  brought  the  principal  contii- 
tions  along  with  him !" 

Everard  made  no  answer;  he  had  already  unshMth- 
ed  his  sword ;  and  Charles  hardly  saw  Rochec!iHll''§ 
back  fairly  turned,  than  he  lost  no  time  in  folio wia^ 
his  example.  But,  ere  they  had  done  more  than 
salute  each  other,  with  the  usual  courteous  Aounsh 
of  their  weapons,  Doctor  Roc^hecliffe  again  slond 
between  them,  leadine  in  his  hand  Alice  Lee,  her 
garments  dank  with  Jew,  and  h«T  long  hair  heavy 
with  moisture,  and  totally  uncurletl.  Her  face  was 
extremely  pale,  but  it  was  the  paleness  of  desperain 
resolution,  not  of  fear.  There  was  a  dead  jta-.i^f-  of 
astonishment— the  combatants  n-ste*!  on  their  swonis 
—and  even  the  forwardness  of  Wihlrake  only  v».nted 
itself  in  half-suppressed  ejaculations,  as,  "  >VeIl  done, 
Doctor — this  beats  the  *  parson  among  the  pease'— 
no  less  than  your  patron's  daughter— And  Mis- 
tress Alice,  whom  I  thought  a  very  snowdrop,  turned 
out  a  dog-violet  after  all— a  Lindabridea,  by  heavenSi 
ond  altogether  one  of  ourselves !" 

Excepting  these  unheeded  mutterings,  Alice  wu 
the  first  to  speak. 

"  Master  Kvcrnrd,"  she  said—"  Master  Kemegov. 
you  are  surprised  to  see  me  here— Yet,  why  ah-wld  I 
not  tell  the  R>ason  at  once?  Convinced  that  I  am 
however  guiltlessly,  the  unhappy  cause  of  your  mis 
understanding.  I  am  too  much  interested  to  prevem 
fatal  consoquenoes  to  pause  upon  any  step  which 
may  end  it.— Master  Kerneguy,  have  my  wishes,  mf 
entreaties,  my  prayers— have  your  noble  thoui^htt- 
the  recollections  of  your  own  high  duties,  no  weiglit 
with  you  in  this  nri alter  7  Let  me  entreat  you  to  con- 
sult reason^  religion,  and  common  sense,  and  rvtum 
your  weapon." 

"  I  am  obe^lient  as  an  Eastern  slave,  madam,"  tn- 
swercd  Charles,  sheathing  his  sword  ;  "  but  I  nssura 
you,  the  matter  aboul  which  you  distress  yoiirs-H 
IS  a  mere  trifle,  which  will  be  much  better  settled 
betwixt  Colonel  Everard  and  myself  in  five  ininutr\ 
than  with  the  assistance  of  the  whole  Convocitioo 


Chap.  XX V  ill.] 


WOODSTOCK. 


IM 


of  the  Church,  with  a  female  parliament  to  aaswi 
their  reyerend  deliberations.— Mr.  Everard,  will  you 
obli:^  me  by  walking  a  little  farther  7— We  muat 
change  ground,  it  seems." 

**I  am  ready  to  attend  you,  sir,"  said  Everard,  who 
had  sheathed  his  sword  so  soon  as  his  antagonist 
did  sa 

"  I  have  then  no  interest  with  you,  sir*'  said 
Alica  continuins?  to  address  the  KinR— "Do  you 
not  fear  I  should  use  the  secret  in  my  power  to  pre- 
vent this  alfair  going  to  extremity  1  Think  you  this 
gentleman,  who  raises  hia  hand  against  you,  if  he 
knew" 

"  If  he  knew  that  I  were  Lord  Wilmot,  madam, 
you  would  say  7— Accident  has  given  him  proof  to 
that  effect,  with  which  he  is  already  satisfied,  and  I 
think  you  would  find  it  difficult  to  induce  him  to  em- 
brace a  different  opinion." 

Alice  paused,  and  looked  on  the  King  with  great 
indignation,  ihe  followinff  worrfs  ttroppiuR  from  her 
mouth  by  inti^rvnls,  na  if  thov  huraf  forth  odc  by  one 
in  spite  of  feflmgg  that  would  have  ncai mined  ihem 
— "Cold— pyifish— ungrateful— unkind  !— Wo  lo  the 

land  which'' Hi^re  she  pnu^  with  markt'fl  CTiipha- 

■a,  then  add^^d— ^'  which  Bhall  nu»tib«^r  thee,  or  auch 
aa  thee,  am ju^  her  nobif^  acid  rulers  V* 

"Nay,  fnir  Alitft,"  said  Charley  whose  ;;ood-nRture 
could  not  but  fefl  ihe  s^veriiy  of  ihia  riiipn^ach, 
though  ton  fllighUy  to  make  alt  the  deaired  impres- 
sion, "You  arc  too  unjust  to  me— too  partial  to  a 
Happier  man.  Do  not  call  me  unkind;  I  am  but 
here  to  answer  Mr.  Everard's  summons.  I  could 
neither  decline  attending,  nor  withdraw  now  I  am 
here,  without  loss  of  honour;  and  my  loss  of  honour 
would  be  a  dis^ce  which  must  extend  to  many— I 
cannot  fly  from  Mr.  Everard— it  would  be  too  shame- 
ful If  he  abides  by  his  message,  it  must  be  decided 
aa  auch  affairs  usually  are.  line  retreats  or  yields 
it  up,  I  will,  for  your  sake,  wave  punctilio,  i  wiU 
not  even  ask  an  apology  for  the  trouble  it  has  afTord- 
ed  roe,  but  let  all  pass  as  if  it  were  the  consequence 
of  some  unhappy  mistake,  the  pounds  of  which 
shall  remain  on  my  part  uninqmred  into.— This  I 
will  do  for  your  sake,  and  it  is  much  for  a  man  of 
honour  to  condescend  so  far— You  know  that  the 
condescension  from  me  in  particular  is  great  indeed. 
Then  do  not  call  me  ungenerous,  or  ungrateful,  or 
nnkind,  since  I  am  ready  to  do  all,  which,  as  a  man,  I 
can  do,  and  more  perhaps,  than  as  a  man  of  honour 
I  ousht  to  do." 

"  Do  vou  hear  this,  Markham  Everard,"  exclaimed 
Alice— '^ do  you  hear  this?— The  dreadful  option  is 
lef^  entirely  at  your  disposal.  You  were  wont  to  be 
temperate  in  passion,  religious^  for/;iving— will  you, 
for  a  mere  punctilio,  drive  on  this  pnvate  and  unchris- 
tian broil  to  a  murderous  extremity  ?  Believe  me,  if 
Em  noir,  contrary  to  all  the  better  principles  of  your 
e,  give  the  reins  to  your  passions,  the  consequences 
may  bo  such  as  you  will  rue  for  your  lifetime,  and 
even,  if  Heaven  have  not  mercy,  rue  af^^r  your  life  is 
finished." 

Markham  Everard  remained  for  a  moment  gloom- 
ily silent,  with  his  eyes  fixed  on  the  ground.  At 
length  he  looked  up.  and  aiiswer^v-i  her—"  Alice,  you 
are  a  wldier's  daughter— a  soldier's  sister.  All  your 
relations,  even  including  one  whom  you  then  enter- 
tained some  regard  for,  have  been  made  soldiers  by 
these  unhappy  discords.  Yet  you  have  seen  them 
take  the  fn^d— in  some  instances  on  contrary  aides,  to 
do  their  duty  whore  their  principles  called  them,  with- 
out manifestini^  this  extreme  degrit* of  inttTcst.  An- 
swer inu— and  your  answer  shall  decide  niv  conduct 
—Is  this  youth,  so  short  while  known,  already  of  more 
Talue  to  you  than  those  dear  connexions,  father, 
brother,  and  kins^man,  whose  departure  to  battle  you 
aaw  with  conipnraiive  indifTen^nce?— Say  this,  audit 
aliall  be  enoui^li  I  leave  the  ground,  never  to  see  you 
or  this  countrv' again." 

"  Stay,  Mafkiiam,  stay ;  and  believe  me  when  I  say, 
that  if  J  answer  vour  question  in  the  affirmative,  it  la 
because  Master  Keme^uys  safety  comprehends  more, 
much  more,  than  that  of^  any  of  those  you  have  men- 
tioned." 
"Indeed!  I  did  not  know  a  coronet  had  been  so 


supenor  in  value  to  the  crest  of  a  private  gentleman,'* 
said  Everard ;  "  yet  I  have  heard  that  many  women 
think  so." 

"  You  apprehend  me  amiss,"  said  Alice,  perplexed 
between  the  difficulty  of  so  expre8t«ina  herself  as  to 
prevent  immiHiiate  mischief,  and  at  the  same  time 
anxious  to  combat  the  jealousy  and  disarm  the  resent- 
ment  which  she  saw  arising  in  the  bosom  of  her  lover. 
But  she  found  no  words  fine  enough  to  draw  the  dis- 
tinction, without  leading  to  a  discovery  of  the  Kingjs 
actual  character,  and  perhaps,  in  consequence,  to  nis 
destruction.     "  Markham,''  she  said,  ^'  have  oom- 

f»assion  on  me.  Press  me  not  at  this  moment— be- 
ieve  me,  the  honour  and  happiness  of  my  father,  of 
my  brother,  and  of  my  whole  family^  are  interested  in 
Master  Kemeguy's  safety- are  inextricably  concerned 
in  this  matter  resting  where  it  now  does. 

"Oh,  ay— I  doubt  not,"  said  Everard  ;  "  the  House 
of  Leo  ever  looked  up  to  nobility,  and  valued  in  their 
connexions  the  fantastic  loyalty  of  a  courtier  beyond 
the  sterhng  and  honest  patriotism  of  a  plain  country 
gentleman.  For  thetn,  the  thing  is  in  course.  But 
on  your  part,  you,  Alice— O !  on  your  part,  whom  I 
have  loved  so  dearly— who  has  suffered  me  to  think 
that  my  afiection  was  not  un repaid— Can  the  attrao 
tions  of  an  empty  title,  the  idle  court  compliments  ot 
a  mere  man  of  quality,  during  only  a  few  hours,  lead 
you  to  prefier  a  li&ertiue  lord  to  such  a  heart  as  mine  T* 

"  No,  no— believe  me,  no,"  said  ALce,  in  the  ex- 
tremity of  distress. 

"  Put  your  answer,  which  aeeraa  ao  painfiil,  in  one 
word,  and  say  for  tokose  safety  it  is  you  are  thus  deeply 
interested?" 

"  For  both— for  both,"  said  Alice. 

"  That  answer  will  not  serve,  Alice,"  answered  Ev^ 
rard— "  here  ia  no  room  for  equality.  I  must  and  will 
know  to  what  I  have  to  trust.  I  understand  not  the 
paltering,  which  makes  a  maiden  unwilling  to  decide 
betwixt  two  auitors;  nor  would  1  willingly  impute  to 

}fou  the  vanity  that  cannot  remain  contented  with  one 
over  at  once." 

The  vehemence  of  Everard'a  displeasure,  when  he 
supposed  his  own  long  and  sincere  devouon  lightly 
forgotten,  amid  the  addressea  of  a  profligate  courtier, 
awakened  the  spirit  of  Alice  Lee,  who,  as  we  else- 
where said,  had  a  portion  in  her  temper  of  the  lion- 
humour  that  was  characteristic  of  her  family.  , 

"If  I  am  thus  misinterpreted,"  she  said— "if  I  am 
not  judged  worthy  of  the  least  confidence  or  candid 
construction,  hear  my  declaration,  and  my  assurance, 
that,  strange  as  my  words  may  seem,  they  are,  when 
truly  interpreted,  auch  aa  do  you  no  wrong.— I  tell 
you— I  tell  all  present— and  I  tell  this  gentleman  him* 
aelfl  who  well  knows  the  sense  in  which  1  speak,  that 
his  life  and  safety  arc,  or  ought  to  be,  of  more  value 
to  me  than  those  of  any  other  man  in  the  kingdom^ 
nay.  in  the  world,  be  that  other  who  he  wdl." 

These  words  she  spoke  in  a  tone  so  firm  and  de- 
cided, as  admitted  no  farther  discussion.  Charles 
bowed  low  and  with  gravity,  but  remained  silent. 
Everard,  his  features  agitated  by  the  emotions  which 
his  pride  barely  enabled  him  to  suppress,  advanced  to 
his  antagonist,  and  said,  in  a  tone  which  he  vainly 
endeavoured  to  make  a  firm  o».n  "  Sir,  you  hoard  the 
lady^B  declaration,  with  such  teeUnga,  doubtless,  of 
gratitude,  as  the  case  eminently  demands.  As  her 
poor  kinsman,  and  an  unworthy  auitor,  sir,  I  presume 
to  yield  my  interest  in  her  to  you ;  and,  as  I  will  never 
be  the  means  of  giving  her  pain,  I  trust  you  will  not 
think  I  act  unworthily  in  retracting  the  letter  which 
gave  you  the  trouble  of  attending  this  place  at  this 
hour.— Alice,"  he  said,  turning  his  head  towards  her, 
"  Farewell  Alice,  at  once,  and  for  ever !" 

The  poor  young  lady,  whose  adventitious  spirit  had 
almodt  deserted  Tier,  attempted  to  repeat  the  won! 
farewell,  but,  failing  in  the  atU'inpt,  only  accomplished 
a  broken  and  imperfect  sound,  and  would  have  sunk 
to  the  earth,  but  for  Doctor  RochecUffe,  who  caiight 
her  as  she  fell.  Roger  Wiidrake,  also,  who  had 
twice  or  thrice  put  to  hia  eyes  what  remained  of  n 
kerchief,  interested  by  the  lady's  evident  di8trc8% 
though  unable  to  comprehend  the  mysterious  cauae, 
hastened  to  aaaist  the  divine  in  supporting  so  fair  s 
burden. 
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Mean  while,  the  dispruised  Prince  had  bch*'ld  the 
whole  in  BilencT,  hut  with  an  a^tntion  to  which  he 
M'a*  unwonted,  and  which  his  swarthy  features,  and 
still  more  his  motions,  bef^an  to  hctrav.  His  posture 
was  at  flrfit  absolutely  stationary,  witn  his  arms  fold- 
ed on  his  bosom,  as  one  who  waits  to  be  guided  by 
the  current  of  events ;  presently  after,  he  shifted  his 
position,  advanced  and  retired  nis  foot,  clenched  and 

Siened  nis  hand,  and  otherwise  showed  symptoms 
at  he  was  strongly  af>itated  by  contending  feelings, 
— was  on  the  pomt,  too,  of  forming  some  sudden 
resolution,  and  yet  still  in  uncertainty  what  course 
be  should  pursue. 

But  when  he  saw  Markham  Everard,  after  one  look 
of  unspeakable  anguish  towards  Alice,  turning  his 
back  to  depart,  he  broke  out  into  his  familiar  ejacula- 
tion, "  Oddsfish  !  this  must  not  be."  In  three  strides 
he  overtook  the  slowly  retiring  Everard,  tapped  him 
smartly  on  the  shoulder,  and.  as  he  turned  round, 

Cid,  with  an  air  of  command,  which  he  well  knew 
iw  to  adopt  at  pleasures  "One  word  with  you,  sir." 
"  At  your  pleasure,  sir,"  replied  Everard,  and  natu- 

Eilly  conjecturing  the  purpose  of  his  antagonist  to  be 
ostile,  took  hold  of  his  rapier  with  the  leit  hand,  and 
hid  the  right  on  the  hilt,  not  displeased  at  the  sup- 
posed call ;  for  anger  is  at  least  as  much  akin  to  dis- 
appointment as  pity  is  said  to  be  to  love. 

Pshaw!"  answered  the  King,  "that  cannot  be 
now— Co\one\  Everard,  I  am  CHAfti.B6  Stewabt  I" 

Everard  recoiled  in  the  greatest  surprise^  and  next 
exclaimed,  "  Impossible— It  cannot  be !— The  King  of 
Scota  has  escaped  from  Bristol.— My  Lord  Wilmot, 
Tour  talents  for  intrigue  are  well  known— but  this 
will  not  pass  upon  me." 

"The  King  of  Scots,  Master  Everard,"  replied 
Charies— "  since  you  arc  so  pleased  to  limit  his  sovc- 
idgnty— at  aiiy  rate,  the  Eldest  Son,  of  the  late 
jBqvcreign  of  Britain,— is  now  before  you ;  therefore 
it  is  impossible  he  could  have  escaped  from  Bristol. 
Doctor  Rochecliffc  shall  be  my  voucher,  and  will  tell 
you,  moreover,  that  Wilmot  is  of  a  fair  complexion,  and 
light  hair— mine,  you  may  see,  is  swart  as  a  raven." 

Kochecliffe,  seeing  what  was  passing,  abandoned 
Alice  to  the  care  of  Wildrake,  whose  extreme  delica- 
cy in  the  attempts  he  made  to  bring  her  back  to  life, 
formed  an  amiable  contrast  to  his  usual  wildness, 
and  occupied  him  so  much,  that  he  remained  for  the 
moment  ignorant  of  the  disclosure  in  which  he  would 
have  been  so  much  interested.  As  for  Doctor  Roche- 
clifTe,  he  came  forward,  wringing  his  hands  in  all  the 
demonstration  of  extreme  anxiety,  and  with  the  usual 
exclamations  attending  such  a  state. 

"  Peace,  Doctor  RocneclifTe !"  said  the  Eng,  with 
such  complete  self-possession  as  indeed  became  a 
prince— "We  are  in  the  hands,  I  am  satisfied,  of  a 
mail  of  honour.  Master  Everard  must  be  pleased  in 
finding  only  a  fugitive  prince  in  the  person  in  whom 
he  thought  he  had  discovered  a  successful  rival  He 
cannot  but  be  aware  of  the  feelings  which  prevented 
me  from  taking  advantage  of  the  cover  which  this 
young  lady's  devoted  loyalty  aflbrded  me,  at  the  risk 
of  her  own  happiness.  He  is  the  party  who  is  to  profit 
by  my  candour ;  and  certainly  I  have  a  right  to  expect 
that  my  condition,  already  indifTcrcnt  enough,  shall 
not  be  rendered  worse  by  his  becoming  pnvy  to  it, 
under  such  circumstances.  At  any  rate,  tne  avowal 
IS  made;  and  it  is  for  Colonel  Everard  to  consider 
how  he  IS  to  conduct  himself." 

"  Oh,  your  Majesty  !— my  Liege  !— my  King !— my 
Wal  Prince !"  exclaimed  Wildrake,  who,  at  length 
discovering  what  was  passing,  had  crawled  on  his 
knees,  and  seizing  the  King's  hand,  was  kissing  it, 
more  like  a  child  mumbling  gingerbread,  or  like  a 
lover  devouring  the  yielded  hand  of  his  mistress, 
than  in  the  manner  in  which  such  salutations  pass  at 
court—"  If  my  dear  friend  Mark  Everard  should  prove 
a  dog  on  this  occasion,  rely  on  me  I  will  cut  his  throat 
on  the  spot,  were  I  to  do  the  same  for  myself  the 
moment  afterwards !" 

I*  Hush.  hush,  my  good  fnend  and  loyal  subject," 
saXt  cne  King,  *  and  compose  yourself;  for  though  I 
am  obliged  to  put  on  the  Prince  for  a  moment,  we 
Have  not  privacy  or  safety  to  receive  our  subjects  in 
Mung  Cambyser  vein." 


Everard,  who  had  sfood  for  a  time  utterly  confound- 
ed, awoke  at  length  like  a  man  from  a  dream. 

Sire,"  he  sairt,  bowing  low,  and  with  profound 
deference,  "  if  I  do  not  offer  you  the  homage  of  a  sub- 
ject with  knee  and  sword,  it  is  because  God,  by  whom 
kings  rt-'ign,  has  denied  you  for  the  present  the  power 
of  ascending  your  throne  without  rekindling  civil 
war.  For  your  sa&ty  being  endangered  by  nic, let  not 
such  an  imagination  for  an  instant  cross  your  mind. 
Had  I  not  respected  your  person^were  I  not  bound 
to  you  for  the  candour  with  which  your  noble  avowal 
has  prevented  the  misery  of  my  future  life,  your  mis- 
fortunes would  have  rendered  your  person  as  sacred, 
BO  far  as  I  can  protect  it,  as  it  could  be  esteemed  by 
the  most  devoted  royalist  in  the  kingdom.  If  your 
plans  are  soundly  considered,  and  securely  laid,  think 
that  all  which  is  now  passed  is  but  a  dream.  If  they 
are  in  such  a  state  that  I  can  aid  them,  saving  my 
duty  to  the  Commonwealth,  which  will  permit  me  to 
be  privy  to  no  schemes  of  actual  violence,  your  Ma* 
jestv  may  command  my  scnrices." 

*'lt  may  be  I  may  be  troublesome  to  you,  sir,"  said 
the  King ;  "  for  my  fortunes  are  not  such  as  to  per- 
mit me  to  reject  even  the  most  Umited  offers  of  as- 
sistance;  but  if  I  can«  I  will  dispense  with  applying 
to  you— I  would  not  willingly  put  any  man's  compas- 
sion at  war  with  his  sense  of  duty  on  my  account.— 
Doctor,  I  think  there  will  be  no  farther  tilting  to-day, 
either  with  sword  or  cane;  so  we  may  as  well  return 
to  the  Lodge,  and  leave  these"— looking  at  Alice  and 
Everard-  who  may  have  more  to  say  in  explana- 
tion." 

"  No— no !"  exclaimed  Alice,  who  was  now  perfecdy 
come  to  herself,  and  partly  by  her  own  ohservatioo, 
and  partly  from  the  report  of  Dr.  Rochecliffe,  compre- 
hended afl  that  had  taken  place—*'  My  cousin  Everard 
and  I  have  nothing?  to  explain ;  he  will  forgive  me  for 
having  riddled  with  him  when  I  dared  not  speak 
plainly ;  and  I  forgive  him  for  having  read  my  nddk 
wrong.  But  my  father  has  my  promise — we  must  not 
correspond  or  convcrae  for  toe  present— I  return  in- 
stantly to  the  Lodge  and  he  to  Woodstocl^  unless 
you,  sire,"  bowing  to  the  King,  "  command  nis  duty 
otherwise.  Instant  to  the  town^  cousin  Markham; 
and  if  danger  should  approach,  give  us  warning." 

Everard  would  have  delayed  her  departure,  would 
have  excused  himself  for  his  unjust  suspicion,  wouki 
have  said  a  thousand  things;  but  she  would  not  listen 
to  him,  saying,  for  all  other  answer,— "Farewell, 
Markham,  till  Qod  send  better  days !" 

"  She  is  an  angel  of  truth  and  l>eauty,"  said  Rooer 
Wildrake :  "  and  X  like  a  blasphemous  heretic,  caUra 
her  a  Lindabrides  !♦— But  has  your  Majesty— craving 
your  pardon— no  commands  for  poor  Hodge  Wild- 
rake, who  will  blow  out  his  own  or  any  other  man's 
brains  in  England,  to  do  your  Grace  a  pleasure  T* 

'*  We  entreat  our  good  fnend  Wildrake  to  do  nothing 
hastily,"  said  Charles,  smiling;  "such  brains  as  ha 
are  rare,  and  should  not  be  rashly  dispersed,  as  ths 
like  may  not  be  easily  collected.  We  recommend  him 
to  be  silent  and  prudent— to  tilt  no  more  with  loyal 
clergymen  of  the  Church  of  England,  and  to  get  him- 
self a  new  jacket  with  all  convenient  speed,  to  which 
we  beg  to  contribute  our  royal  akL  When  fit  tims 
comes,  we  hope  to  find  other  service  for  him." 

As  he  spoke,  he  slid  ten  pieces  into  the  hand  of 
p9or  Wildrake,  who,  confounded  with  the  excess  of 
his  loyal  gratitude,  blubbered  like  a  child,  and  would 
have  followed  the  King,  had  not  Dr.  Rochecliffe,  in 
few  words,  but  peremptory,  insisted  that  he  shouk) 
return  with  his  patron,  promising  him  he  should  cer- 
tainly  be  employed  in  assisting  the  King's  escape^ 
could  an  opportunity  be  found  of  using  his  services. 

"  Be  so  generous,  reverend  sir,  and  you  bind  me  to 
you  forever,"  said  the  cavalier;  "and  I  conjure  foa 
not  to  keep  malice  against  me  on  account  of  the  fool- 
ery you  wot  of" 

^'  I  have  no  occasion.  Captain  Wildrake,"  sak)  ths 
Doctor,  "for  I  think  I  had  the  best  of  it." 

"  Well,  then,  Doctor,  I  forgive  you  on  my  part;  and 
I  pray  you,  for  Christian  charity,  let  me  have  a  finger 
in  this  good  service ;  for  as  I  live  in  hope  of  it,  rsly 
that  I  shall  die  of  disappointmenL" 
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While  the  doctor  and  soldier  thus  ^>oke  together, 
Charles  took  leave  of  Everard,  (who  reniaineaunco- 
verefl  while  he  spoke  to  him,)  with  his  usual  grace~ 
"1  need  not  bid  you  no  longer  bo  jealous  of  nie,"  said 
the  King;  "for  I  presume  you  will  scarce  think  of  a 
match  betwixt  Alice  and  me,  which  would  bo  too 
losing  a  one  on  her  side.  For  other  thoughts,  the 
wildest  libertine  could  not  entertain  them  towards  so 
high-minded  a  creature;  and  believe  me,  that  my 
sense  of  her  merit  did  not  need  this  last  distinguished 
proof  of  her  truth  and  loyaltv.  I  saw  enough  of  her 
trom  her  answers  to  some  idle  sallies  of  gallantry,  to 
know  with  what  a  lofty  character  she  is  endowed.— 
Mr.  Everard,  her  happiness  I  see  depends  on  yoiL  and 
I  trust  you  will  be  the  careful  guaixiian  of  it.  If  we 
can  take  any  obstacle  out  of  the  way  of  your  joint 
happincssi  be  assured  we  will  use  our  influence.— 
Farewell,  sir;  if  we  cannot  be  better  friends,  do  not 
at  least  let  us  entertain  harder  or  worse  thoughts  of 
each  other  than  we  have  now." 

There  was  something  in  the  manner  of  Charles  that 
was  eitremely  affecting;  something,  too,  in  his  con- 
dition as  a  fugitive  in  the  kingdom  which  was  his  own 
by  inheritance,  that  made  a  direct  appeal  to  Everard's 
bosom— though  in  contradiction  to  the  dictates  of  that 
policy  which  he  judged  it  his  duty  to  pursue  in  the  dis- 
tracted circumstances  of  the  country.  He  remained, 
as  we  have  said,  uncovered :  and  in  his  manner  testi- 
fied the  highest  expression  or  reverence,  up  to  the  point 
when  such  might  seem  a  symbol  of  allegiance.  He 
bowed  so  low  as  almost  to  approach  his  lips  to  the 
hand  of  Charles— but  he  did  not  kiss  it— "I  would 
rescue  your  person,  sir,"  he  said,  "  with  the  purchase 

of  my  own  life.    More," He  stopped  short,  and 

the  King  took  up  his  sentence  where  it  broke  ofF— 
"More  you  cannot  do,"  said  Charles,  "to  maintain 
on  honourable  consistency— but  what  you  have  said 
is  enough.  You  cannot  render  homage  to  my  prof- 
fered hand,  as  that  of  a  sovereign,  but  you  will  not 
prevent  my  taking  yours  as  a  friend,  if  you  allow  me 
to  call  myself  so— 1  am  sure,  as  a  well-wisher  at 
least." 

The  generous  soul  of  Everard  was  touched— He  took 
the  King's  hand,  and  pressed  it  to  his  Ups. 

"  Oh  r  he  said,  "  were  better  times  to  come" 

'*  Bind  yoursi'lf  to  nothing,  dear  Everard,"  said  the 
good-natured  Prince,  partaking  his  emotion— *' We 
reason  ill  while  our  feelings  are  moved.  I  will  re- 
cruit no  man  to  his  loss,  nor  will  I  have  my  fallen 
fortunes  involve  those  of  others,  because  they  have 
humanity  enough  to  nity  my  present  condition.  If 
better  times  come^  why  we  will  meet  again,  and  I 
hope  to  our  mutual  satisfaction.  If  not,  as  your  future 
fainer-in-Uw  would  say,"  (a  benevolent  smile  came 
over  his  face,  and  accorded  not  unmcetly  with  his 
glistening  eyes,)—"  If  not,  this  parting  was  well 
made." 

Everard  turned  away  with  a  deep  bow,  almost 
choking  under  contending  feelings;  the  uppermost  of 
which  was  a  sense  of  the  gcnerositv  with  which 
Charles,  at  his  own  imminent  risk,  had  cleared  away 
the  darkness  that  seemed  about  to  overwhelm  his 
prospi*cts  of  happiness  for  life— mixed  with  a  deep 
sense  of  the  penis  by  which  he  was  environed.  He 
returned  to  the  litde  town,  followed  by  his  attendant 
Wildrak&  who  turned  back  so  often,  with  weeping 
eyes,  and  hands  clasped  and  uplifted  as  supplicating 
Heaven,  that  Everard  was  obliged  to  remind  nim  that 
his  gestures  might  be  observed  by  some  one,  and  oc- 
casion suspicion. 

Tho  generous  conduct  of  the  King  during  the  clos- 
JDff  part  of  this  remarkable  scene,  had  not  escaped 
Alice's  notice  j  and,  erasing  at  once  from  her  mind  all 
resentmt-nt  of  Charles's  former  conduct,  and  all  the 
■us|>icions  they  had  deservedly  excited,  awakened  in 
her  bosom  a  sense  of  the  natural  goodness  of  his  dis- 
position, which  permitu>d  her  to  unite  regard  for  his 
person,  with  that  revtwnce  for  his  high  office  in 
which  she  had  been  educated  as  a  portion  of  her 
creed.  She  felt  convinced,  and  delighted  with  the 
conviction,  that  his  virtues  were  his  own,  his  liber- 
tinism the  fault  of  education,  or  rather  want  of  edu- 
cation, and  the  corrupting  advice  of  sycophants  and 
'  She  oould  not  know,  of  perhape  did  not 


in  that  moment  consider,  that  in  a  soil  where  no  care 
is  taken  to  eradicate  tares,  they  will  outgrow  and 
smother  the  wholesome  seed,  even  if  the  last  is  more 
natural  to  the  soil.  For,  as  Ooi*tor  Rochecliffe  in- 
formed her  after^'ards  for  her  edification— promie- 
ing,  as  was  his  custom,  to  explain  the  precise  worde 
on  some  future  occasion  if  she  would  put  him  in 
mind—  Virtus  rectorem  ducemque  dendercU  ;  Vilia 
sine  magUtro  diacuniur,* 

There  was  no  room  for  such  reflections  at  present 
Conscious  of  mutual  sincerity,  by  a  sort  of  intellectual 
communication,  tlirough  which  individuals  arc  led  to 
imderstand  each  other  netter,  perhaps,  in  delicate  cir- 
cumstances, than  by  v^nls.  reserve  and  simulation 
appeared  to  be  now  Banished  from  the  intercourse  be- 
tween the  King  and  Alice.  With  manly  frankness, 
and,  at  the  same  time,  with  princely  condescension, 
he  requested  her,  exhausted  as  she  was,  to  accept  of 
his  arm  on  the  way  homeward,  instead  of  that  of 
Doctor  Rocheclifl^e ;  and  Alice  accepted  of  his  support 
with  modest  humihty,  but  without  a  shadow  of  mis- 
trust or  fear.  It  seemed  as  if  the  last  half  hour  had 
satisfl(xl  them  perfectly  with  the  character  of  each 
other,  and  that  each  had  full  conviction  of  the  purity 
and  sincerity  of  the  other  s  intentions. 

Doctor  Rochecliffe,  in  the  mean  time,  had  fiillen 
fiome  fnur  or  five  paces  behind ;  for,  less  light  and 
n^rtivo  ifian  Alice,  (who  had,  besides,  the  assistance 
of  the  King^s  support,)  be  was  unable,  without  eflfort 
md  difficulty,  to  keep  up  with  the  pace  of  Charles, 
who  then  was,  as  we  have  elsewhere  noticed,  one  of 
th^  hejtt  walkers  in  England,  and  was  sometimes  apt 
to  Tor^^f^t  (as  great  men  will)  that  others  were  mfenor 
to  him  in  acuvity.   . .  .     _. 

"  Dear  Alice,''  said  the  King,  but  as  if  the  epithet 
were  entirely  fraternal,  "  I  like  your  Everard  much— 
I  would  to  Ood  he  were  of  our  determination— But 
since  that  cannot  be,  I  am  sure  he  will  prove  a  gene- 
rous enemy."  .  ,     ,     , 

"  May  it  please  yoiL  sire,"  said  Ahce,  modestly,  bnt 
with  some  firmness,  ''my  cousin  will  never  be  your 
Majesty's  personal  enemy— and  he  is  one  of  the  few 
on  whose  slightest  word  you  may  rely  more  than  on 
the  oath  of  those  who  profess  more  strongly  and 
formally.  He  is  utterly  incapable  of  abusing  your 
Majesty's  most  generous  and  voluntary  confidence.*' 

*^0n  niy  honour,  I  believe  so.  Alice,"  replied  the 
King :  "  Bur,  oddsfish !  my  girl,  let  Majesty  sleep  for 
the  present— it  concerns  my  safety,  as  Itold  your  bro- 
ther lately— Call  me  sir,  then,  which  belongs  alike  to 
king,  peer,  knisht,  and  gentleman— or  rather  let  me 
be  wild  lA)nis  Kemeguy  again. 

Alice  looked  down,  and  shook  her  head.  "  That 
cannot  be,  please  your  Majesty." 

"  What .»"  Louis  was  a  saucy  companion— a  naughtv 
presuming  boy— and  you  cannot  anide  him  7— Well, 
perhaps  you  arc  right— But  we  will  wait  for  Doctor 
Rocheclifie"— he  said,  desirous  with  good-natured 
delicacy,  to  make  Alice  aware  that  he  had  no  purpose 
of  engaging  her  in  any  discussion  which  could  recall 
pamfiil  ideas.  They  paused  accordingly,  and  again 
she  felt  relieved  ana  grateful. 

"I  cannot  pcrsuone  our  fan*  friend.  Mistress  Alice 
Doctor,"  said  the  King,  "  that  she  must,  in  prudence, 
forbear  using  titles  of  respect  to  me,  while  there  arc 
such  very  slender  means  of  sustaining  them." 

"  It  is  a  reproach  to  earth  and  to  fortune,"  answersd 
the  divine,  as  fast  as  his  recovered  breath  would  per- 
mit him,  '*  that  your  most  sacred  Majesty's  present 
condition  should  not  accord  with  the  rendering  of 
those  honours  which  arc  your  own  by  birth,  and 
which,  with  God's  blessing  on  the  cflbrtsof  your  loyal 
subjects,  I  ht>pe  to  see  ri'ndered  to  you  as  your  heredi- 
tary right,  by  the  universal  voice  of  the  three  kmg- 
donis." 

"Tnie,  Doctor,"  replied  the  King;  "but.  in  the 
mean  while,  can  you  expound  to  Mistress  Alice  Lee 
*  The  fflinittionf  of  (he  lenmed  doctor  tnd  sntiquirj  were 
often  len  unin(4>ri<n>(e«<,  thtiUfh  iwltloin  uncommunieoted, 
owinf  to  hi*  contempt  for  thniM>  who  did  not  underitmnd  tiM 
letrned  laniruare«,  iinti  hi«  dmlikn  lo  the  labour  of  tramtlation 
for  the  benefit  of  ladien  and  of  nountr/  rcntli-nien.  That  fklf 
leaden  and  rural  thnnei  innjr  not  on  thi«  occasion  bunt  in  ifno- 
rance,  wr  add  ilie  mi'aninK  of  ihf  {laaMRe  in  iIm  text—"  HrlM 
rtpriru  th§  aid  ^fa  gotenttr  and  dineturi  tkn  sr«  luntd  iNCft- 
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two  linpflof  Horarii,  which  I  have  carried  in  my  thick 
hear!  ncveral  ycart*,  till  now,  thi^jr  have  come  pat  to  my 
pup,>ose.  As  my  cunny  Hulijccta  of  Scotland  any,  If 
you  kec'p  a  tiling  Kr.'vrn  years  you  are  aure  to  find  a 
use  for  It  at  last— 7\7<rp/iM*— ay,  so  it  begins— 

*  TeUphHset  Pelcw.  cum  pavptr  et  exvliutrqm, 
PrtffieU  ampviiat  et  Muqulpedalia  verto." ' 

*  I  will  explain  the  passage  to  Mistress  Alice,"  said 
the  Doctor,     when  she  reminds  me  of  it— or  ralher," 

ihe  added,  recollecting;  that  his  ordinary  dilatory  an- 
wer  on  such  occasions  oup^ht  not  to  l>e  returned 
when  the  order  for  exposition  emanated  from  his 
sovereign,)  "  I  will  rept^at  a  ixwr  couplet  from  my  own 
translation  of  the  p^>em— 
*  HeruM  and  kiniri,  in  exiiti  forced  to  roam, 
Lfoave  Mwellmg  pliraae  and  wven- leagued  word4  at  home.*  ** 

"  A  most  admirable  version,  Doctor."  said  Charles : 
"  I  feel  all  its  force,  and  particularly  the  beautiful  ren- 
dering of  stafmipedalia  verba  into  seven-leaffued 
boots— words  1  mean— it  reminds  me,  like  half  the 
things  I  meet  with  in  tliis  world,  of  the  Contes  de 
CommtreViyyer* 

Thus  conversing  they  reached  the  Lodge:  and 
as  the  King  went  to  his  chamber  to  prepare  for  the 
oreakfast  summons,  now  impending,  the  idea  cross^-d 
his  mind,  "Wilmot.  and  Villiers,  and  Killigrcw, 
would  laugh  at  me,  did  they  hear  of  a  campaign  in 
which  neither  man  nor  woman  had  been  conquered- 
But,  oddsfish !  let  them  laush  as  they  will,  there  is 
something  at  my  heart  which  tells  me,  that  for  once 
in  my  life,  I  have  acted  well." 

That  day  and  the  next  were  ST'cnt  in  tranquillity, 
the  King  waiting  impatiently  for  the  intelligence, 
which  was  to  announce  to  him  that  a  vessel  was 
prepared  somewhere  on  the  coast.  None  such  was 
et  in  readiness ;  but  he  learned  that  the  indcfatif;a- 
jle  Albert  Lee  was,  at  great  personal  risk,  traveremg 
the  seacoast  from  town  to  village,  and  endeavouring 
to  find  means  of  embarkation  among  the  friends  of 
the  royal  cause,  and  the  corrc8i>ondcni8  of  Doctor 
Rocheciiffe. 

CHAPTER  XXIX. 

RufBan,  let  go  that  rado  uncivil  touch  I 

Two  Qentlemen  t^f  Ftfrms. 

It  is  time  we  should  give  some  account  of  the  other 
actors  in  our  drama,  the  interest  due  to  the  principal 
personages  having  tor  some  time  engrossed  our  at- 
tention exclusively. 

We  arc,  therefore,  to  inform  the  reader,  that  the 
lingering  longings  of  the  (Commissioners,  who  had 
been  driven  forth  of  their  proi>o»t*d  paradise  of  Wood- 
stock, not  by  a  cherub  indeed,  but,  as  they  thought, 
by  spirits  of^  another  sort,  still  detained  them  in  the 
vicinity.  They  had,  indeed,  left  the  little  borough 
under  pretence  of  indifferent  accommodation.  The 
more  palpable  reasons  were,  that  they  entertained 
some  resentment  against  Everard,  as  the  means  of 
their  disappointment,  and  hod  no  mind  to  reside 
where  their  proceedings  coujd  be  overlooked  by  him, 
although  they  took  leave  in  tenns  of  the  utmost 
respect.  They  went,  however,  no  farther  than  Ox- 
ford, and  remained  there,  as  ravens,  who  are  accus- 
tomed to  witness  the  chase,  sit  upon  a  tree  or  crag, 
at  a  little  distance,  and  watch  the  disembowelling  ojf 
the  deer,  expecting  the  relics  which  fall  to  their  share. 
Mean  time,  the  University  and  City,  but  especially  the ' 
former,  suppliexl  them  with  some  means  of  employ- 1 
ing  their  various  faculties  to  advantage,  until  the 
expected  moment,  when,  as  they  hoped,  tney  should 
either  be  summoned  to  Windsor,  or  Woodstock 
should  once  more  be  abandoned  to  their  discretion. 

Bletson,  to  pass  the  time,  vexed  the  souls  of  such 
learned  and  pious  divines  and  scholars,  as  he  could 
jntnide  his  hateful  presence  upon,  by  sophistry,  athe- 
istical discourse,  and  challenges  to  them  to  impugn 
the  most  scandalous  thesis.  Desborough.  one  of  the 
most  brutally  ignorant  men  of  the  period,  got  him- 
self rioiiiinate<riiie  head  of  a  college,  ana  lost  no 
time  in  cutting  down  trw.*«,  and  plundering  plate.  As 
for  Harrison,  he  pnachwl  in  full  uniform  in  Saint 
Mary's  Church,  wearing  his  buff-coat,  boots,  and 
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spurs,  as  if  be  were  about  to  take  the  field  for  tha 
fight  at  Annageddon.  And  it  was  hard  to  say, 
whether  that  s^at  of  I<earning,  Religion  and  Loy- 
alty, as  it  is  called  by  Clarendon,  was  more  vexed 
by  the  rapine  of  Desborvugii,  the  cold  scepticinn 
of  Bletson,  or  the  frantic  enthusiasm  of  the  Fiiih- 
Monarchy  champion. 

Ever  and  anon,  soldieni,  under  pretence  of  relier- 

^  guard,  or  otherwise,  went  and  came  betwixt 

oodstock  and  Oxford,  and  maintained,  it  may  be 
supposed,  a  correspondence  with  Trusty  ToroKina, 
who,  though  he  chiefly  resided  in  the  town  of 
Woodstock,  visited  the  Lfxige  occasionally,  and  to 
whom,  therefore,  they  doubtless  trusted  for  infbnna- 
tion  concerning  the  proceedings  there. 

Indeed,  this  man  Tomkins  seemed  hy  some  secret 
means  to  have  gained  the  confidence  m  part,  if  not 
in  whole,  of  almost  every  one  connected  with  these 
intrigues.  All  closeted  hmi.  all  conversed  with  him 
in  pnvate;  those  who  had  the  means  propitiated  bim 
with  gifts,  those  who  had  not  were  liberal  of  promisee. 
When  he  chanced  to  appear  at  Woodstock,  which 
always  seemed  as  it  were  by  accident— if  he  passed 
through  the  hall,  the  knight  was  sure  to  ask  bim  to 
take  the  foils,  and  was  ciiually  certain  to  be,  after 
less  or  more  resistance,  victorious  in  the  encounter: 
so,  in  consideration  of  so  many  triumphs,  the  e<x)d 
Sir  Henry  almost  forgave  him  the  sins  of  rebellioD 
and  puritanism.  Then,  if  his  slow  and  formal  step 
was  heard  in  the  passages  appriiaching  the  gallery, 
Doctor  Rocheciiffe,  though  he  never  introduced  him 
to  his  peculiar  boudoir,  was  sure  to  meet  Master 
Tomkins  in  some  neutral  apartment,  and  to  engage 
him  in  long  conversations,  which  apparently  hid 
great  interest  for  both. 

Neither  was  the  Independent's  reception  below 
stairs  less  gracious  than  above.  Joceline  failed  not 
to  welcome  him  with  the  most  cordial  franknesi; 
the  pasty  and  the  flagon  were  put  in  immediate 
requisition,  and  good  cheer  was  the  ocncral  word. 
The  means  for  this,  it  may  be  obscrvcxJ,  had  growa 
more  plenty  at  Woodstock  since  the  arrival  of  Doc- 
tor Rocheclifle,  who,  in  quality  of  agent  for  several 
royalists,  had  various  sums  of  money  at  bis  disposal 
By  these  funds  it  is  likely  that  Trusty  Tomkins  also 
derivwi  his  own  full  advantage. 

In  his  occasional  indulgence  in  what  he  called  a 
fleshly  frailty,  (and  for  which  he  said  he  bad  a  priri- 
legc,)  which  was  in  truth  an  attachment  to  strong 
liquors,  and  that  in  no  moderate  degree,  bis  lan- 
guage, at  other  times  remarkably  decorous  and  P^ 
served,  became  wild  and  animated.  He  sometimce 
talked  with  all  the  unction  of  an  old  debauchee,  iif 
former  exploits,  such  as  deer-steahng,  orchard  rob- 
bing, drunken  gambols,  and  desperate  afi'rays  in 
which  he  had  been  engaged  in  the  earlier  part  d  bis 
life,  sung  bacchanalian  and  amonius  ditties,  dwdt 
sometimes  upon  adventures  which  drove  Phusbe  May- 
flower from  the  company,  and  penetrated  even  toe 
deaf  ears  of  Dame  Jellicot,  so  as  to  make  the  bultery 
in  which  he  held  his  carousals  no  proper  place  for  the 
poor  old  woman. 

In  the  middleof  these  wild  rants,  Tomkins  twiceor 
thrice  suddenlv  ran  into  religious  topics,  and  apolu 
mysteriously,  nut  with  great  animation,  and  a  rich 
eloquence,  on  the  happy  and  pre-eminent  saints,  who 
were  saints,  as  he  termed  tliem,  indeed — Men  who 
had  stormed  the  inner  treasure-house  of  Heaven,  and 
possessed  themselves  of  its  choicest  jewels.  All  other 
sects  he  treated  with  the  utmost  contempt,  as  merely 
quarreling,  as  he  expressed  it,  hke  hogs  over  a  trough, 
about  husks  and  acorns:  under  wnich  deiojiatory 
terms,  he  included  alike  the  usual  rites  and  ceremo- 
nies of  public  devotion,  the  ordinances  of  the  esu- 
blished  churches  of  Christianity,  and  theobservanotA 
nay^  the  forbearances,  enjoined  by  every  class  of 
Chnstians.  Scarcely  hcanng,  and  not  at  all  ulK)e^ 
standing  him,  Joceline,  who  seemed  his  most  freouent 
confidant  on  such  occasions,  generally  k*d  him  back 
into  some  strain  of  rude  mirth,  or  olu  recollection  of 
follies  before  the  Civil  Wars,  without  cnrmg  about  or 
endeavouring  to  analyze  the  opinion  of  this  saintofaa 
evil  fashion,  but  fully  sensible  of  the  protection  which 
his  presence  •flbrded  at  Woodstock,  and  confident  ii 
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the  hnmst  meonins  of  s«o  frecspokr  n  n  frllow,  to  whom 
file  and  lir:iiu!y,  w1u;m  Uoiu-t  luiiior  \v;ij<  not  to  }>e(*oiiir 
by,  Pt'cinid  lo"  bo  pririr-ii-al  ol»ji'i-t!=  of  lifu,  aiirl  who 
drank  a  lu  iilih  to  \\w  Kiriir,  or  anv  one  »  Ifc.  whrni'ver 
rL-qixired,  providrd  ili*.-  cup  in  whic}!  he wa.-*  to  ptrform 
ihi-  hbnrion  witc  hut  a  hriiufn-r. 

Thi:iio  rt^'f^i'lJur  tl«clriiic8,  whirli  wetp  cntrrtainpd  by 
a  sect  p4»n»otinus  tfrnn-d  the  Fnn)ily  of  L<ivn,  but 
more  coninionly  Ranttrss*  hnd  niach-  some  projrrewi 
in  times  when  *n«"h  vanr ly  of  nliL'iuiifl  opinions  wt-ro 
prevalont,  that  men  i;ushtu  thivjarrinj;  hrnsirs  totho 
vtrvrof  ah»jh>tr  ami  most  impious in^ianity.  Stn-nery 
hail  hMMi  (.njoinvd  on  those  frnniic  U.litvers  in  a  n'.osit 
blasTrhemous  doctrine,  by  the  frar  of  consc<|uence8 
shouJii  ihty  conio  to  be  fr»>ncmlly  unnoimcfxl;  and  it 
was  the  care  of  3Ir.  Tonikins  tu  conceal  thi:  8piritual 
irotdom  whi<h  lu^  pretendod  to  have  acq^iiired.  from 
all  whose  rtscntintnt  would  have  bct'n  stim-d  oy  his 
public  avowal  (»f  it.  This  whh  not  dilticult :  for  their 
prulession  <.>f  fa:th  pemiirted,  nay,  refinirwl,  their  occa- 
sional conformity  with  the  M^cturics  or  professors  of 
anv  erred  which  chanci'd  to  be  uppermost. 

Tomkins  liad  acconJin^ly  the  art  to  pass  him.eelf 
on  Dr.  Rochccliffe  as  still  a  zealous  member  of  the 
Church  of  Enslnnd,  though  servinR  under  the  enemy's 
colours,  as  a  spy  in  their  camp;  and  as  he  hud  on 
aeveral  occasions  qivm  him  true  and  \aluable  mtdli- 
gence,  this  active  intriguer  was  the  more  easily  indurid 
to  believe  hie  professions. 

Neveriheles.«v.  lesi  this  person's  occasional  presence 
at  the  Lod}:e,  which  there  wtre  p«?rhnps  no  nienns  to 
prevent  without  e.tcitinff  suspicion,  should  infir  dan- 
per  to  the  Kind's  person,  Kochoelirt'e,  whatever  confi- 
dence he  otherwise  repost-d  in  him,  rr commmded 
that,  if  possible,  the  Kinj?  shonhl  k(op  always  out  of 
his  si^lit,  and  when  aeeidentally  discovrn-d,  flint  he 
shoula  only  appear  in  the  character  of  Louis  Kernc- 
euy.  Joseph  Tomkins,  he  said,  was,  he  n>nlly  be- 
lieved. Honest  J«x';  but  Honr  sly  was  a  hor^e  which 
mi^ht  t»e  overburden(*fl,  and  there  was  no  us«  in  lead- 
inc  our  neighbour  into  temptation. 

it  seemed  as  if  Tomkins  himself  had  acrjuiesced  in 
this  limitation  of  confidence  exercised  towards  him, 
or  that  he  wishf d  to  seem  blinder  than  he  really  was 
to  the  presence  of  ihis  si  ranker  in  the  family.  It  oc- 
curred to  JoceliUf,  who  was  a  very  shrewd  fellow,  that 
oniT  or  twice,  when  by  incviiaiilo  accident  Tomkins 
had  met  Kerneiiiiy.  he  hcemefl  li  ss  interested  in  the 
circuntsfanee  than  he  would  have  rX|HCted  from  the 
man's  disixi^ition,  wliicli  was  naturallv  pr>in^  and  in- 
quisitive. "He  atskid  no  fiue.stions  al^out  the  young; 
strDni;er,"  said  Joc^rliue.  ''God  avert  that  in*  knows 
or  suspects  Uh)  nuM'h!"  IJut  his  suspicions  were  re- 
moved, wiieii,  in  the  course  of  their  subs^ini  nt  con- 
vtrsation,  J«>s»i)li  Tomkins  mentiontd  tlif  Kin.«'s 
tscn^H.'  trom  Hristol  as  a  thinp  T»'"'itivrlv  certain,  and 
naiiiefJ  both  the  vess*  1  iii  which  hi-  sai-l  he  had  H»)ne 
orti  and  the  inasiir  who  commanded  her,  seeminu  so 
cor»vinced  nf  tin'  trulli  of  the  rtpi«rt.  that  Joi'liuo 
judired  it  im^^ossible  lit  could  have  the  ^li^htisi  suspi- 
cion i>f  the  reality. 

Vet  notwithsiandinfr  this  persuasion,  and  the  com- 
radeship, which  had  biH-n  c-^tablishrd  between  them, 
the  faithful  nrider-ke«-])er  rcKdved  to  mai.ntain  a  strict 
watch  over  his  ;:ossip  Tomkins.  and  he  in  readimss 
to  pivc  the  alarm  should  occasion  arise.  True,  he 
ihoufiht,  he  hud  raisou  to  bclit  ve  that  his  said  frit  nd, 
notwithstanding  h:s  dnmkm  and  enthusiastic  rants, 
was  as  tru.*twor;hy  as  he  was  est*  enud  by  Doctor 
RorhecIifK",  yet  silll  he  was  nn  ailvmtunT,  the  out- 
■de  and  lining  of  whose  clonk  wire  of  dilliTent  co- 

•  The  ^lllnlli^tll  wvn*  nri:.'in»lly  fnuncloH  \>y  David  Georo-  of 
D«in.  an  rnthu^iiiKl.  ului  lu'lii-vL-il  liim.-oli  tlif  Mf-iixmli.  Tliry 
branriipfl  nfT  iiitn  \nn<MH  •<•  ct>  of  (irindli-roiij:iii«,  FsinulifN  nf 
the  MiHJiiMin^.of  ni>.'  V:illr>.4  :  Kiiniili''r4ii|'(  ,i|i!(ir(li  r,  &•-.  Ar., 
Df  r|i*>  nr-MltiTMl  KN'i'k.  &«■.  dcr.  Aiming  itnrlriiii-n,  liui  wil-.! 
lod  ftiHl  lobe  i|unt<>il.  t)ii-\  l.rM  flii*  l:iM  rii>m-i>^  of  (-i-i'iihiDiml 
conftirniii>  «ritli  niijr  |.nMli>iiiiiinnt  mi-i  win  .1  ir  -uirrd  tlHMrcuD- 
tem^nre.  tif  rimi|ily)i!i!  uirli  ihc  oicrr  nl'  nn)  miii.'i«trntv.  nr 
■ilientir  |i(i«icr.  Ihiwi-vit  >riirul.  'I'ln-)  iliouuni  ■!  the  iiriiiriiml 
duclnne^  nf  I'lirio'intiir).  ns  n  Inw  wlinli  li.iii  lui-n  Mi(i>frM-<!iit 
by  TliP  ftdi«>iil  nf  DhvicI  liior^ri-  iiny.  ol'i'**!  Mm>  uihrriit  .ind 
kWiM-sit  fljriiit'-ii  nf  (;%il  ca-tKiiiiiK.  ntil  nri'  Miiii  (<•  Iihvi*  |inir'i^-fl 
Ui«>nr  tli<  ni-c|v«<ii  UiccroKH'^i  lilvrtintrm.  .-mn>  Kdwnrtl'x  iinn- 
pwta,  I'D^iti'ii  IlrrfWvr-ii'if.T ,mH\  n  \i  ry >'iir|i,uK  uork  wriiii-M 
Bf  Ludtjvic  CinAloii,  oiiH  III  \\w  liadcrK  01  il  o  Met,  cidlctl  Uic 
UM  Skap  FvKwdt-SixinXi  quvUi,  Lundoii,  IGfiu. 


!  lours,  and  a  liiprh  reward,  and  pardon  for  past  acts  of 
;  malisnancy,  mi:;ht  tempi  hun  otiCt;  mort^  to  turn  his 
tippet— r«)r  thew  r«  a.-ons  Joceline  kept  n  strict,  though 
unostentatious  watch  over  Trusty  Tomkins. 

We  have  said,  that  the  dipcn-ei  Si  nesc'iial  was  uni- 
versally well  rcceivcil  at  \Vo*>dsiock.  whether  in  the 
horou;!li  or  at  the  Loduc,  and  that  even  Joceline 
JoiiHe  was  anxious  to  conceal  any  suspicions  which 
he  could  not  altoffether  npnss,  utider  a  preat  show 
of  cordial  hospitality.  Th«re  were,  however,  two  in- 
dividuals who,  for  Very  dittireiit  reasons,  nourished 
personal  dislike  against  the  individual  ko  generally 
acceptable. 

One  was  Nehemiah  Holdcnough,  who  remembered 
with  great  bitterness  of  spirit,  the  Independent's  vio- 
lent intrusion  into  his  pulpit,  and  who  ever  spoke  of 
him  in  private  as  a  Ivin;;  missionary,  into  whom  Satan 
had  put  a  s|)irit  of  delusion:  and  preaehed,  besides,  a 
solemn  s<'rmon  on  the  subject  of  the  false  prophet, 
out  of  whose  mouth  came  Irops.  The  discouri^e  was 
highly  prized  by  the  niayor  and  ntost  <if  the  l>eiter 
class,  who  conifived  that  their  minister  had  struck  a 
heavy  hlo#  at  the  very  nK»t  of  lnd«"pendcncy.  On  the 
other  liana,  those  of  the  private;  s]uiit  contended,  that 
Josi'ph  Tomkins  had  made  asucce»-sful  and  triumph- 
ant rally,  in  an  exhortation  on  the  evening  of  the 
pame  day,  in  which  be  proved,  to  the  conviction  of 
many  hnndiorafismeii,  that  the  passage  in  Jeremiah, 
"  The  prophets  profihesy  falsely,  and  the  piiesls  bear 
rule  by  their  means,"  was  diri-etly  applicable  to  the 
Pnsbyterian  syj^ti  m  of  church  ^'overnmcnt.  Thecler- 
{.'vman  di  spafehed  an  account  of  his  adversary's  con- 
<liiet  to  the  RivenMid  Mas!«.r  Edv^anls,  tti  be  inserte<i 
in  the  next  Hirion  of  (»anj.T!eno,  as  a  pestiUnl  here- 
tic; and  Tomkins  reeoinmendtHl  the  parson  to  his 
master,  Desborou«,h,  as  a  f:ood  suhjcj-t  on  whom  to 
imjiose  a  round  tine,  for  vexing  the  private  spirit  j  aa- 
triiring  him,  at  the  same  time,  that  though  the  minister 
might  scm  poor,  yi  t  if  a  few  tnxipcrs  were  quartered 
on  him  till  the  fine  was  raid,  every  rich  shopkei  per'a 
wife  in  the  borough  would  rob  the  till,  rather  than  go 
without  the  mammon  of  unrighteousness  with  which 
to  re<Ieem  thi-ir  prii'St  from  sufTerance ;  holding,  ac 
conling  to  his  expn-ssion,  with  Laban,  "  You  have 
taken  from  me  my  gods,  and  what  have  I  more?" 
There  was,  of  coursi',  little  «'ordiahty  between  the 
Iiolemical  disputants,  when  religious  debate  took  ao 
worldly  a  turn. 

lUii  Joe  Tomkins  was  much  more  concerned  at  the 
evil  oninion  which  seemed  to  be  entrrtaiuid  againat 
him,  ny  one  whose  good  graces  he  was  greatly  more 
desirous  to  obtain  than  those  of  Nehemiah  Iloldc^ 
nough.  This  waa  no  other  ilian  pntty  Mistresa 
Phdbe  Mayflower,  for  whose  conversion  he  had  felt 
a  sln>ng  vocation,  ever  since  his  lecture  upon  8hak- 
.'p»  are  on  tin  ir  first  meeting  at  thr  Lodge.  He  seemed 
desirous,  however,  to  carry  on  this  more  serious  work 
in  private,  and  especially  to  conceal  his  labours  from 
his  fneiid  Jocd-ne  Joliff'e,  hsf, perchance,  hchadbe«n 
addieff  d  to  ji-alousv.  Ihit  it  was  in  vain  that  he  plied 
the  faithful  damsel,  sometimes  willi  verses  fnmi  the 
Cantii  les.  Siimi times  with  quotations  from  CJreeii'a 
Arcadia,  or  pithy  passages  from  Venus  and  Adonis, 
and  do'trines  of  a  naiim*  yet  mon*  abstruw,  from 
the  pt'pnlar  work  cntitjiil  Aristoth's  Masterpiece. 
Unto  no  wooing  of  his,  sacrtd  or  pwfane,  metaphy 
sical  or  phyjical,  would  I'hu  Ikj  Mayflower  seriously 
incline. 

The  maiden  loved  Joceline  Joliff',  on  the  one  hand; 
and,  on  the  other,  if  she  rhsliktd  Joseph  Tomkinn 
when  she  first  saw  him,  as  a  n  bellious  puritan,  she 
had  not  In-en  at  all  nconcijid  by  finding  reason  tu 
rejrsrd  him  as  a  hxpitcritical  libertine.  .She  hated  luiii 
m  both  capacities— lu-vi  r  (lulund  his  conversation 
when  she  could  c^catH•  from  li— atnl  when  obliged  to 
remain,  listen<-d  to  him  only  because  she  knew  he 
had  been  so  deeply  trusted,  that  to  ofli  tid  him  might 
endanger  the  securiiv  of  the  family,  in  the  sirvict!  of 
which  sho  had  bein  fnirn  imd  brtd  up,  and  lo  whc.so 
interest  she  was  d«vof«d.  For  nasons  sonu  what 
similar,  she  did  not  siifii-r  her  dislike  of  the  steward 
to  btH!onic  manifest  Infore  Jorrline  JoiiHe,  who>c 
spirit,  as  a  forester  and  a  soldier,  mighl  liave  been 
likely  to  bring  matters  to  an  arbitrenient^  in  wbiicbL^hA 
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etniteau  de  chaste  and  qiinrterstaff  of  her  favourite,  | 
would  havul>ct.>n  too  utu<iually  matclw.d  with  tht!  long 
rapier  and  p!8U)Im  which  his  dan^^uroiis  rival  always  ' 
carried  aboul  his  pers^on.    Hut  it  is  difficult  to  biitid  ! 
jealousy  whun  there  I8  any  cauiM;  of  doubt ;  and  per-  I 
naps  tlie  sharp  watch  muiutaineii  hy  Joceline  on  his  | 
comrade,  was  prompted  not  only  by  his  zeal  for  the 
King's  safety,  hut  by  some  vague  suspicion  that  Tom- 
kins  was  not  ill  disposed  to  poach  upon  his  own  fair 
manor. 

Phcebe,  in  the  mean  while,  like  a  prudent  girl  shel- 
tered herself  as  much  as  (tossible  by  the  presence  of 
Goody  Jellicot.  Then,  indued,  it  is  true  the  Inde- 
pendent, or  whatever  he  was,  used  to  follow  hrr  with 
nis  addresses  U*  very  little  purpose ;  for  Pha?be  seemed 
as  deaf,  throu£;h  wilfulness,  as  the  old  matron  by 
naUiral  infirmity.  This  indifference  highly  incensed 
her  new  lover,  and  induced  him  anxiously  to  watch 
for  a  time  and  place,  in  which  he  might  plead  his  suit 
with  an  energy  that  should  command  attention. 
Fortune,  that  malicious  goddess,  who  so  often  ruins 
us  by  granting  the  very  object  of  our  vows,  did  at 
length  procure  him  such  an  opportunity  m  he  had 
long  coveted.  W 

It  was  about  mmset,  or  shortly  after,  when  Phcebe, 
upon  whose  activity  much  of  the  dotneoiic  arrange- 
ments depend<'d,  went  as  far  as  Fair  Rosamond's 
spring  to  obtain  water  for  the  evening  meal,  or  rather 
to  gratify  the  prejudice  of  the  old  knight,  who  believed 
that  cclcorated  fountain  afTordixi  the  choicest  supplit-s 
of  the  necessary  element.  Such  was  the  rc-spect  in 
which  he  was  held  by  his  whole  family,  that  to  neg- 
lect any  of  his  wishes  that  could  be  gratified,  though 
with  inconvenience  to  themselves,  would,  in  their 
estimation,  have  been  almost  equal  to  a  breach  of 
religious  duty. 

To  fill  the  pitcher  had,  we  know,  been  of  late  a 
troublesome  task;  but  Joccline'a  ingenuity  had  so 
far  rendered  it  easy,  by  repairing  rudely  a  part  of  the 
ruined  front  of  the  ancient  fountain,  that  the  water 
was  collected,  and  trickling  along  a  wooden  spout, 
dropped  from  a  height  of  above  two  feet.  A  damsel 
was  thereby  enabled  to  place  her  pitcher  under  the 
slowly  dropping  supply,  and  without  tod  to  herself 
might  wait  till  her  vessel  was  filled. 

Ph(Rbe  Mayflower,  on  the  evening  wo  allude  to, 
saw,  for  the  first  time,  this  Iktle  improvement ;  and, 
justly  considering  it  as  a  piece  of  gallantry  of  her  sil- 
van admirer,  designed  to  save  her  the  trouble  of  per- 
forming her  task  in  a  more  inconvenient  maniier,  she 
gratefully  employed  the  minutes  of  ease  which  tlie 
contrivance  procured  her,  in  reflecting  on  the  good- 
nature and  ingenuity  of  the  obliging  engini>er,  and 
perhaps  in  thinking  ne  might  have  done  as  wisely  to 
nave  waited  till  sne  came  to  the  fountain,  that  he 
might  have  secured  personal  thanks  for  the  trouble 
he  tiad  taken.  But  then  she  knew  ho  was  detained 
in  the  buttery  with  that  odious  Toiukins,  and  rather 
than  have  seen  the  Independent  along  with  him, 
she  would  have  reoounced  the  thought  of  meeting 
Joceline. 

As  she  was  thus  reflecting,  Fortime  was  malicious 
enough  to  send  Torakins  to  the  fountain,  and  with- 
out JoceUne.  When  she  saw  his  figure  darken  the 
path  up  which  he  came,  an  anxious  reflection  came 
over  tne  poor  maiden's  breast,  that  she  was  alona 
and  within  the  verge  of  the  forest,  where  in  general 
persons  were  prohibit<'d  to  come  auring  the  twilight, 
for  disturbing  the  deer  setthng  to  their  repose.  She 
encouraged  herself,  however,  and  resolved  to  show 
no  sense  of  fear,  although,  as  the  steward  approached, 
there  was  something  in  the  man's  look  and  eye  no 
way  calculated  to  allay  her  apprehensions. 

'  The  blessinijs  of  the  evening  upon  you,  my  pretty 
maiden,"  he  said.  ''I  meet  you  even  as  the  chief 
servant  of  Abraham,  who  was  a  steward  like  myself, 
met  Rebecca,  the  daughter  of  BethucI,  the  son  of 
Mllcah,  at  the  well  of  the  city  of  Nahor,  in  Mesopo- 
tamia. Shall  I  not,  therefore,  say  to  you,  set  down 
ihv  pitcher  that  I  may  drink?'' 

"The  pitclier  is  at  your  service.  Master  Tomkins," 
«ie  replied,  "and  you  may  drink  as  much  as  you  will ; 
but  you  have,  I  wanant,  drank  better  liquor,  and  that 
iiot  long  uiace.'* 


It  was,  indeed  obvious  that  the  steward  had  risen 
from  a  revel,  for  his  features  were  somewhat  flushed, 
though  he  had  stopi^.ti  far  short  of  intoxication. 
Kut  Phiube's  alarm  at  his  first  appearance  was  rather 
increased  when  she  observed  how  be  had  been  lately 
employed. 

"  I  do  but  use  my  privilege,  my  pretty  Rebecca ;  ths 
earth  is  given  to  the  saints,  pnd  the  fulness  thercofl 
They  shall  occupy  and  ei^oy  it,  both  the  riches  of  the 
mine,  and  the  treasures  of  the  vine ;  and  they  shall 
rejoice,  and  their  hearts  he  merr>'  within  them. 
Thou  nast  yet  to  learn  the  privile;;e9  of  tlie  saints, 
my  Rebecca." 

My  name  is  Phcpbe,'*  said  the  maiden,  in  order  to 
s«>her  the  enthusiastic  rapture  which  he  either  felt  or 
affected. 

"Phojbe  after  the  flesh,"  he  said,  "but  Rebecca 
being  spiritualized;  for  art  thou  not  a  wandering 
and  stray  sheet)  ?— and  am  I  not  sent  to  (etch  thee 
within  thefold  *— Whereft)reel8e  was  il  saiA  Thou 
shah  find  her  sealed  by  the  welLin  the  wood  which 
is  called  after  the  ancient  harlot,  Rosamond?" 

"You  have  found  me  sitting  here  sure  enough,*' 
said  Pha>be;  "but  if  you  wish  to  keep  me  companv. 
you  must  walk  to  the  Lod^e  with  me:  and  you  shall 
carry  my  pitcher  for  me,  if  you  will  he  so  kind.  I 
will  liexi  rail  the  good  things  you  have  to  say  tome  as 
we  go  along.  Rut  Sir  Henry  calls  for  his  ^lass  of 
water  regularly  l>t;forc  pravtrs." 

"  What !"  exclaimfKl  To'mkius,  **hath  the  old  man 
of  bU)ody  hand  and  perverKe  heart  sent  thee  hither  to 
do  the  work  of  a  bondswoman?  Verily  thou  shalt 
return  i.'nfran chisel ;  and  for  the  water  thou  hast 
drawn  for  him,  it  shall  be  poured  forth,  even  as  Da- 
vid caused  to  be  poured  forth  the  water  of  the  well  of 
Bethlehem." 

So  saying,  he  emptied  the  water  pitcher,  in  spite 
of  Phcebo's  exclamations  and  entreaties.  He  then 
replaced  the  vessel  beneath  the  little  conduit,  and 
continued :—"  Know  that  this  shall  be  a  token  to 
thee.  The  filling  of  that  pitcher  shall  he  like  the 
running  of  a  sand-glass;  and  if  within  the  time 
which  shall  pass  ere  it  rises  to  the  brim,  thou  shalt 
listen  to  the  word 9  which  I  shall  say  to  thoc,  then  it 
shall  be  well  with  thee,  and  thy  place  shall  be  hij^h 
among  those  who,  forsaking  the  instruction  which 
is  as  milk  for  babes  and  suckuiigs,  eat  the  strong 
food  which  nourishes  manliood.  out  if  the  pitcher 
shall  ovechrim  with  water  ere  tny  ear  shall  hear  and 
understand,  thou  shalt  then  be  {nvcn  as  a  prey,  aad 
as  a  bondsmajden,  unto  those  who  shall  poifsess  the 
fat  and  the  fair  of  the  earth," 

"You  frighten  me,  Master  Tomkins,"  said  PhcebA 
"  though  I  am  sure  you  do  not  mean  to  do  so.  I 
wonder  how  you  dare  speak  words  so  like  the  good 
words  in  the  Bible  when  you  know  how  y'«u  laughed 
at  your  own  master,  and  all  the  rest  of  t.. em— when 
you  helped  to  play  the  hobgoblins  at  the  Loilge." 

"  Think'si  thou  then,  thou  simple  fool,  that  in  put- 
ting that  deceit  upon  Harrison  and  the  rest,  I  ex- 
ce«led  my  privileges  ?— Nay,  verily.— Listen  to  me, 
foolish  girl.  When  in  former  days  I  hved  the  most 
wild,  malignant  rakehell  in  Oxfordshire,  freauentin2 
wakes  and  lairs,  dancing  around  MaypoIe&  and 
showing  my  lustihood  at  football  abd  cudgel-playing 
—Yea,  when  I  was  called,  in  the  language  oitbo 
uncircumcised,  Philip  Hazeldine,  and  was  one  of  the 
singers  in  the  choir,  and  one  of  the  ringers  in  the 
ste<j)le,  and  served  the  priest  yonder,  by  name  Roche- 
clifle,  I  was  not  farther  from  the  straight  road  than 
when,  after  long  readiiijg,  I  at  length  found  one  blind 
guide  after  another,  all  burners  of  bricks  in  Egypt  I 
left  them  one  by  one,  the  poor  tool  Harrison  being 
the  last ;  and  by  my  own  unassisted  strength.  I  have 
stni^led  forward  to  the  broad  and  blessed  light, 
whereof  thou  too,  Phcebe,  shalt  be  partaker." 

"I  thank  you,  Master  Tomkins,"  said  Phcebe.  sup- 
pressing some  fear  under  an  appearance  of  inaifler- 
ence;  "but  I  shall  have  light  enough  to  carry  honie 
my  pitcher,  would  you  but  let  ine  take  it ;  and  that  if 
all  the  want  of  light  I  shall  have  this  evening." 

So  saying,  she  stooped  to  take  the  pitcher  from  ths 
fountain ;  but  he  snatched  hold  of  her  by  the  arm. 
and  prevented  hor  Irom  accompliahing  her  puipcM. 
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Pli(rhc,  huwcver,  wan  the  daughter  of  a  bold  foTontcr, 
prompt  nt  thuiishta  of  self-defence ;  and  tboiigh  b\w 
iiii.s!te<i  fa'ttiiiK  hold  of  the  pitcher,  she  cnu^ht  up 
instead  n  Inr^^e  pebble,  which  she  kept  coucealcd  in 
livr  riffht  hand. 

'*  Stand  up,  foohsh  maiden,  and  listen,"  said  the 
IndH)en(ient.  sternly;  "and  know,  in  one  word,  that 
SIR,  tor  wliieh  the  spirit  of  man  is  punished  with  the 
ven^rcance  of  Heaven,  licth  not  in  tiie  corporeal  act, 
hut  m  the  thought  of  the  sinner.  Believe,  lovely 
Pha>be,  that  to  the  pure  all  acts  an;  puns  and  that  sin 
is  in  our  thought,  not  in  our  actions— even  as  the 
radiance  of  the  day  is  dark  to  a  blind  man,  but  seen 
and  enjoyed  by  him  whose  eyes  receive  iL  To  him 
^'ho  is  but  a  novice  in  the  things  of  the  spirit,  much 
is  enjoined,  much  is  prohibited ;  and  he  is  fed  with 
inilk  fit  for  bcibes,— for  him  are  ordinances,  prohibi- 
tions, and  commands.  Hut  the  saint  is  above  these 
ordinanci'S  and  restraints.  To  him,  an  to  the  chosen 
child  of  the  house,  is  given  the  pass-key  to  open  all 
locks  which  withhold  him  fn)nithe  enjoyment  of  his 
heart'B  desire.  Into  such  pleasant  paths  will  I  guide 
thee,  lovely  Plio'be,  as  shall  unite  in  joy,  in  innocent 
freedom,  pleasures,  which,  to  tbe  unprivileged,  are 
sinful  and  prohibited." 

"I  really  wish,  Master  Tomkins.  yon  would  let  me 
go  home,"  said  Phoebe,  not  comprehending  the  na- 
ture of  his  doctrine,  but  disliking  at  once  nis  words 
and  his  manm.r.  He  went  on,  however,  with  the  ac- 
cursed and  blasphemous  doctrines,  which,  in  com- 
mon with  others  of  the  pretended  saints,  he  had 
adopted,  after  having  long  shiftcti  from  one  sect  to 
another,  until  he  settled  ni  the  vile  hi  lief,  that  sin, 
being  of  a  character  exclusively  spiritual,  only  existed 
in  the  thoughts,  and  that  the  worst  actions  were  per- 
riiitted  to  those  who  had  attained  to  the  pitch  of  be- 
lieving themselves  above  ordinance.  Thus,  my 
Pha'be."  he  continued,  endeavouring  to  draw  her  to- 
wards nini,  "I  can  ofler  thee  more  than  ever  was 
held  out  to  woman  since  Adam  first  took  his  bride  by 
the  hand.  It  shall  be  for  others  to  stand  dry-lipptHi, 
doing  penance  like  papists,  by  abstinence,  when  the 
vessel  of  pleasure  t>our8  forth  its  delights.  Dost  thou 
love  money  ?— I  have  it,  and  can  procure  niort — am 
at  liberty  to  procure  it  on  every  hand,  and  by  every 
means— the  earth  is  mine  and  its  fulness.  Do  you 
desire  f'ower?— which  of  these  poor  cheated  com- 
pniMiioner-fcllows'  estates  dost  thou  covet,  1  will  work 
it  out  for  thee;  for  I  deal  with  a  mightier  spirit  than 
nnyof  tlum.  And  it  is  not  without  warrant  that  I 
have  aided  the  malignant  Rochecliffe,  and  the  clown 
Jplitfe,  to  frighten  ami  bafile  them  in  the  guise  they 
did.  Ask  what  thou  wilt,  Pha*he,  I  can  (*ive,  or  I  can 
rroicure  it  for  the*— Then  ent<  r  with  me  mto  a  life  of 
delight  in  this  world,  which  shall  prove  but  an  anti- 
cipation of  the  joys  of  Paradise  hereafter  I" 

Again  the  fanatical  volur'tuary  endeavoured  to  pull 
ihe  ptxjr  girl  towards  him,  while  she,  alarme<l,  but 
not  scared  out  of  her  presence  of  mind,  endeavoured, 
by  fair  enrreaty,  to  prevail  on  him  to  release  her.  Hut 
his  features,  in  thein8<Ives  not  markal,  had  acquired 
a  frightful  expression,  and  he  exclaimed,  '*  So,  Pbui- 
bc— do  not  think  to  escane— thou  art  given  to  me  as 
a  captiv.— thou  hast  neglected  the  hour  of  grace,  and 
it  haa  glided  past— Se«»,  the  water  trickles  over  thv 

5 )i teller,  which  was  to  be  a  sign  l>etween  us— There- 
ore  I  will  urue  tint;  no  more  with  words,  of  which 
thou  art  not  worthy,  but  treat  thee  as  a  recusant  uf 
offfUil  grace." 

"Master  Tomkins,"  said  Pha-be,  in  an  imploring 
ton<-.  " consider,  for  Gotl's  sake,  I  am  a  fatherless 
ciiild— «lo  me  no  injury,  it  woidd  be  a  shame  to  your 
ftnngth  and  your  manhoo/1— I  cannot  understand 
y(»ur  tine  wonls— I  will  think  on  them  till  to-morrow." 
Then,  in  risinir  resentment,  she  add«d  more  vehe- 
nuntlv— "I  will  not  be  used  nidely-sfand  off,  or  I 
will  rlo  you  a  mischirf."  Hut,  as  he  pressed  upon  her 
Willi  a  \inlencr,  of  whii-h  th«!  object  could  not  be  mis- 
taken, and  enijeavoured  to  secure  her  right  hand,  she 
exclannrd,  '*  Tr.ke  it  then,  with  a  wanion  to  vou!"— 
and  Mruek  him  an  almost  stunning  bK)wrm  the  face, 
with  thi^  pebble  which  she  held  ready  for  such  an 
cxtreiiiiiy. 
The  fanatic  let  her  go,  and  ataggorcd  backward, 
Vot.  V. 


I  half  stupified  ;  while  Phopbe  instantly  betook  heraelf 
!  to  flight,  screaming  for  help  as  she  ran,  but  still  graap- 
ing  the  victorious  pebble.  IrritaU-d  to  frenzy  by  Coe 
severe  blow  which  he  had  received,  Tomkins  pursued, 
with  every  black  passion  in  his  soul  and  in  his  face, 
mingled  with  fear  lest  his  villany  should  be  discover^ 
e<J.  He  called  on  Phoebe  loudly  to  stop,  and  had  the 
brutality  to  menace  her  with  one  of  his  pistols  if  aha 
continued  to  fly.  Yet  she  slacked  not  her  pace  ibr 
his  threats,  and  he  must  either  have  executed  them. 
or  seen  her  escape  to  carry  the  tale  to  the  Lodge,  had 
she  not  unhapudy  stunibled  over  the  projecting  root 
of  a  fir  tri>e.  But  as  he  rushed  unon  his  prey,  reacue 
interposed  in  the  person  of  Jocelme  Jolini\  with  hia 
quarterstaff  on  his  shoulder.  "  How  now  ?  what 
means  this  7"  he  said,  stepping  between  PhcBbe  and 
lier  pursuer.  Tomkins.  already  roused  to  fury,  made 
no  other  answer  than  by  discharging  at  Jocehno  the 
pistol  which  he  held  in  his  hand.  The  ball  grazed 
the  under-kee|>er's  face,  who,  in  requital  of  the  as- 
sault, and  saying  '*  Aha  !  Lt.'t  ash  answer  iron,"  ap- 
plied his  quarterstaff  with  so  much  force  to  the  Inde- 
Cendent's  head,  that  hghting  on  the  left  temple,  the 
low  pro  veil  almost  instantly  mortal. 

A  few  coiu-ulsive  struirgles  were  accompanied  with 
these  broken  words.— " Jtxeline— I  am  gone— hut  I 
forgive  thee— Doctor  llochedifre— I  wish  I  had  mind- 
ed moR»— Oh !— the  clergyman— the  funeral  service"— 
As  he  uttered  these  wonJs,  indicative  it  may  be,  of  his 
return  to  a  creed,  which  perhaps  he  had  never  ab- 
jured so  thomughly  as  he  nad  persuaded  himself,  hia 
voice  was  lost  in  a  groan,  which,  rattling  in  the  throat, 
seemed  unable  to  find  its  way  to  the  air.  These  were 
the  last  symptoms  of  life :  the  clenchtd  hands  pre- 
sently relaxed— the  closed  eyes  opened,  and  stared  on 
the  heavens  a  lifek^s  icily— the  hmbs  extended  them- 
selves and  stiffened.  The  body,  which  was  lately  ani 
mated  with  life,  was  now  a  lump  of  senseless  clay— 
the  soul,  dismissed  from  its  earthly  tenement  in  • 
moment  so  unhallowed,  was  gone  before  the  judg 
ment-8(.-at. 

*'0h,  what  have  you  done?  what  have  vou  do.ie, 
Joceline!"  exclaimed  Pharbe;  "you  have  killed  tha 
man !" 

"  Better  than  he  should  have  killed  me,"  answered 
JoceUne;  "for  he  was  none  of  the  blinkers  that  miss 
their  mark  twice  running.— And  yet  I  am  sorry  for 
him— Many  a  merry  bout  have  we  had  tocether  when 
he  was  wild  Philip  Hazeldine,  and  then  ne  was  bad 
enough ;  but  since  he  daubed  over  his  vices  with 
hypocrisy,  he  seems  to  have  provtd  worse  devil  than 
ever." 

"Oh,  Joceline,  come  away,"  said  poor  Phcebe, 
"and  (lo  not  stand  cazing  on  him  thus;"  for  the 
woodman,  resting  on  nis  fatal  weaiH)n,  stood  lookinr 
down  on  the  corpse  with  the  appearance  of  a  man 
half  stumud  at  the  event. 

"This  comes  of  the  ale-pitcher,"  she  continued,  in 
the  true  stvie  of  female  consolation,  "  as  I  have  often 
told  you— F'or  Heaven's  sake,  come  to  the  Lodge,  and 
let  us  consult  what  is  lo  be  done." 

">Stay  first,  girl,  and  let  nie  drag  him  out  of  the 
path ;  we  must  not  have  him  lie  here  in  all  men's 
sight— Wll  you  not  help  me,  wench  V* 

"  I  cannot.  Joceline— I  would  not  touch  a  lock  on 
him  for  all  Woodstock." 

"I  must  to  this  gear  myself,  then,"  said  Jocelina, 
who,  a  soldier  as  well  as  a  woodsman,  still  had  great 
reluctance  to  the  necessary  task.  Something  in  rho 
face*  and  broken  words  of  the  dying  man  haa  made  a 
defp  and  terrific  impression  on  nerv-es  not  easily 
shaxen.  He  accomplished  it,  however,  so  far  as  to  drag 
the  late  steward  out  of  the  op<*n  path,  and  bestow  his 
bofly  amongst  the  undergrowth  of  brambles  and 
briern,  so  as  not  to  be  visible  unless  particularly  looked 
after.  He  then  returned  to  Ph<rbe,  who  had  sat 
siN-cehless  nil  the  while  beneath  the  tree  over  whots 
ro«.)ts  she  had  stumbled. 

"Come  away,  wench,"  he  said,  "come  away  to  the 
I/xlge,  and  let  us  study  how  this  is  to  be  answered 
for— the  mishap  of  his  l>eing  killed  will  strangely  in- 
crease our  danger.  What  had  he  sought  of  thee, 
wench,  when  you  ran  from  bim  like  a  madwoman  ) — 
But  I  can  gueao— Phil  wait  always  a  devil  amoniL  ^ 
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l^rls,  and  I  think,  as  Doctor  Rocheclific  saya,  that, 
nnce  he  tumrd  saint,  htf  took  to  himaelf  seven  duvila 
worse  than  himself.— Here  is  ih«  vt'ry  place  where  I 
aaw  him,  with  his  sword  in  his  luimi  raiw-d  ai^ninst 
the  old  knight,  and  he  a  rhlM  of  tlj«  parish— it  was 
high  treason  at  least— but  by  my  faith,  lio  hath  paid 
for  it  at  last." 

"But,  oh,  Joccline,"  snid  Phcpbe,  "how  could  you 
take  so  wicked  a  man  into  your  counsels,  and  join 
him  in  all  his  plots  about  seanng  the  roundhead  gen- 
tlemen ?'* 

"Why  look  thee,  wench.  I  thought  I  knew  him  at 
the  first  meeting,  especially  when  Jk'vis,  who  was 
bred  here  when  he  w.is  a  dojj-leader.  would  not  fly  at 
him ;  and  wh'^n  we  made  up  our  old  aajuaintance  at 
the  Lwlye,  I  found  he  krpt  up  a  dose  correspondence 
with  Dr.  RochecUfrc,  who  wjis  ix-rstuidcd  that  lie  was 
a  RfK)d  King's  man,  and  hrld  conwxiuently  good  in- 
telligence with  him.— The  Doctor  Iwrists  to  have 
learned  much  through  his  means ;  I  wish  to  Hea- 
ven he  may  not  have  been  as  communicative  in 
turn." 

"Oh,  Joceline^"  said  the  waiting  woman,  "you 
flhould  never  have  let  him  within  the  gate  of  the 
Lodffel" 

"No  more  I  would,  if  I  had  known  how  to  keep 
him  out;  but  when  he  went  so  frankly  into  our 
scheme,  and  told  me  how  I  was  to  dress  myst^lf  like 
Robison  the  player,  whose  ghost  haunted  Harrison— 
I  wish  no  ghost  ma)' haunt  me!— when  he  taught  me 
how  to  bear  myself  to  terrify  his  lawful  master,  what 
could  I  think,  wench '?  I  only  tnist  the  DwAor  has 
kept  the  great  secrt^t  of  all  from  his  knowledge.— But 
here  we  are  at  the  LikIk*!.  G»o  to  thy  ehambcr,  wench, 
ond  compose  thyself.  I  rau«»f  ^»;<'k  out  Doctor  Roche- 
cliffe;  he  is  ever  talking  of  his  quick  and  ready  inven- 
tion. Here  come  times,  1  think,  that  will  demand  it 
all." 

Phflpbe  went  to  her  chamber  accordingly;  but  the 
■trcngth  urising  from  the  pressure  of  danger  giving 
way  when  the  danger  wns  removed,  she  quickly  fell 
into  a  succession  of  hysterical  fits,  which  requin-d 
the  constant  attention  of  Dame  Jellicot,  and  the  less 
alarmed,  hut  more  judicious  caR*  of  Mrs.  Alice,  before 
thev  even  abated  in  their  rapid  recurrence. 

The  under-keeper  carrietl  hi.-*  news  to  the  politic 
Doctor,  who  was  extremely  disconciTied,  alarmtxl, 
nay  angry  with  Joceline.  for  having  slain  a  person  on 
whose  eommunicntions  he  had  accustomt^  himself  to 
rely.  Yet  his  looks  declaroii  his  suspicwn,  whether 
his  confidence  had  not  been  too  rashly  ccnifirred- a 
suspicion  which  pressed  him  tliemore  anxiously,  that 
ha  was  unwilling  to  avow  it,  as  a  derogation  from  lus 
character  for  shVewduLSS  on  which  ho  valuul  him- 
self. 

Doctor  Rocheclifle's  reliance,  however,  on  the 
fidelity  of  Tomkius,  had  apparently  g«)o<l  grnunds. 
Before  the  Civil  Wars,  as  may  be  partly  collectc'd 
from  what,  has  boen  already  hinted  at,  Tornkins,  un- 
der his  true  numi*  of  Hazdrline,  had  neen  under  tlie 
protection  of  the  Rector  of  Wu.»dsto''k,  occasionslly 
acted  as  his  clerk,  was  a  distin^^uished  member  of  his 
choir,  and,  being  a  handy  and  ingenious  fellow,  was 
cmploywi  innssistmg  the  antiquarian  researches  of 
Dr.  RocheclifTe  through  the  interior  of  Woodstock. 
When  he  engaged  in  the  opposite  side  in  the  Civil 
Wars,  he  still  k':pt  up  his  intelligence  with  the  divine, 
to  whom  he  had  afl'onled  what  st^L-med  valuable  in- 
formation from  time  to  time.  His  assistance  had  lat- 
terly been  eminently  useful  in  aiding  the  Doctor,  with 
the  assistance  of  Joceline  and  PhcHbo,  in  contriving 
and  executing  the  varii>us  devic«.'s  by  which  the  Par- 
liamentary Commissioners  lind  l)een  cxptlled  from 
WoodsfocK.  Jndeed,  his  H^.'rvi(X's  in  this  respect  had 
been  thou;^ht  worthy  of  no  less  a  reward  than  a  pre- 
sent of  what  plate  reimmMl  at  the  Lodge,  which 
.had  be«;n  promised  to  th"  Ind-'prndent  accordingly. 
The  Doctor,  ther.jfore,  while  admitting  he  might 
Iw  a  bad  inan,  rcijretted  him  as  a  u.sc-ful  one, 
who-H)  death,  if  in<iuired  afi'T,  w;i3  likely  to  bring 
S'iuitionrd  dan.'^i-r  on  a  liou.su  whii-li  (iauu'ir  already 
surrounded,  and  which  contaiaed  a  pledj^o  so  pre- 
r.!'iufl. 
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CoirtB.    Thtt  ihraat  had  htstn  mjr  memr  ind«e«l. 

But  UMt  n>7  co«t  it  tMllcr  than  ihou  know'sL 


Os  the  dark  October  night  succeeding  the  evening; 
on  which  Tornkins  was  slam.  Colonel  Everard,  be- 
sides his  constant  attendant  Roger  Wildrake,  hid 
Master  Nehemiah  Holdenough  with  him  as  a  guest 
at  8uj>pcr.  The  devotions  of  the  evenmg  having 
beenperfornwd  aeconhngto  the  Presbyterian  fashion, 
a  light  entertainment,  and  a  double  quart  of  burnt 
claret,  were  placed  iK-forc  h's  friends  at  nine  o'clock, 
an  hour  unusually  late.  Master  Holdenough  suon 
engagefl  himself  m  a  polemical  discourse  against 
Sectaries  and  Indepcnaents,  without  being  aware 
that  his  eloquence  was  not  very  interesting  to  his 
principal  hearer,  whose  ideas  m  the  mean  whda 
wandered  to  Woodstock  and  all  which  it  contained 
—the  Prince,  who  lay  concealed  there— his  uncle- 
above  all,  .Alice  Lee.  As  for  Wildrake,  after  bestow- 
ing a  mental  cur.«»e  both  on  Sectaries  and  Presbyte- 
rians, as  being,  in  his  opinion,  never  a  barrel  tbs 
better  herring,  he  stretched  out  his  limbs,  and  would 
nn)bably  have  compos<.'d  himself  to  rest,  but  that 
he  as  well  as  his  patron  had  thoughts  which  mor 
dere<i  ele(*p. 


The  party  were  wahed  upon  by  a  little  gipsy, 
looking  boy,  in  an  orange-tawny  doublet,  much  de- 
cayed, and  gamish(^l  with  blue  worsted  lace.    The 


rog[ue  looked  somewhat  stinted  in  size,  but  active  both 
in  mtelligence  and  in  limb,  as  his  black  eyes  seemed 
to  promise  by  their  vivacity.  He  was  an  attendant 
of  Wildriike  8  choice,  who  had  conferred  on  him 
tiie  nom  de  evcrre  of  Spitfire,  and  had  promised  him 
promotion  so  soon  as  his  young  protege.  Breakfast, 
was  fit  to  Bucc<-ed  him  in  his  present  office.  It  need 
scnree  be  said,  that  the  menage  was  maintained 
entirely  at  the  expense  of  Colonel  Everard.  who 
allowed  Wihirake  to  arrange  the  household  very 
much  according  to  his  pleasure.  The  page  dkl  no* 
omit,  in  offering  the  company  wine  from  time  to  time^ 
to  accommodate  W^ildrake  with  about  twice  the  num- 
ber of  opportunities  of  refreshing  himself  which  hs 
considerixl  it  necessary  to  afford  to  the  Colonel  or  hii 
revcreml  guest. 

While  they  were  thus  engaged,  the  good  divine 
lost  in  his  own  argument,  and  the  hearers  in  their 
private  thoughts,  their  attention  was  about  half  past 
ten  arrested  by  a  knockinu  at  the  door  of  the  house. 
To  those  who  have  anxious  hearts,  trifles  give  cium 
of  alarm. 

Even  a  thing  so  simple  as  a  knock  at  the  door,  may 
have  a  character  which  exciters  apprehension.  Tliis 
was  noquir't  gentle  tafi,  intimating  a  mixiest  intrudcT: 
no  redoubled  rattle,  as  the  pom(>ou8  annunciation  ot 
some  vain  person ;  neither  aid  it  resemble  the  formal 
summons  to  formal  business,  nor  the  cheerful  visit  of 
some  welcome  friend.  It  was  a  single  blow,  solemn 
and  stem,  if  not  actually  menacing  in  the  sound. 
The  door  was  opened  by  some  of  the  persons  of  thi) 
house ;  a  heavy  foot  ascended  the  stair — a  stout  man 
entered  the  room,  and  drawing  the  cloak  from  his 
face,  said,  "Markham  Everard,  I  greet  thee  in  Gk)d'B 
name." 

It  was  General  Cromwell. 

Everard,  surpristxl  and  taken  at  unawares,  endea- 
voured in  vain  to  find  words  to  express  his  a8tonL«h- 
ment.  A  bustle  occurred  in  recx'iving  the  General, 
assiriting  him  to  uncloak  himself,  and  offering  in  dunib 
show  the  civilitie.*«of  reception.  The  General  cast  his 
keen, eye  around  the  imartment,  and  fixing  it  first  on 
ihedivme,  addressed  Everard  as  follows: 

"  A  reverend  man  I  see  is  with  thee.  Thou  art 
not  one  of  thos*^  g»>od  Markham,  who  let  the  time 
unnoted  and  unimpn^v*^  pass  away.— Cnftling  aside 
the  thin;;a  of  this  world— pressing  forward  to  thoM 
of  the  next— it  is  by  thus  usmg  our  time  in  this 
poor  ^roat  of  terrestrial  sin  and  care,  that  we  may, 
as  it  wltc-; — But  how  is  this?"— he  continued  sud- 
denly changing  his  tone,  and  speaking  briefly,  sharp- 
ly, and  anxiously— "One  hath  left  the  room  smce  I 
ent.n.d '?" 

Wildrake  had,  indeed,  been  absent  for  a  minuls  vt 
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two,  hilt  h ml  nowremmH,  nnd  stopped  forwanl  from 
a  bay  w  ind'jw,  us  if  lie  had  been  oul  of  si^h^  oii\}\ 
nt»t  \'ijt  of  the  apartment.  **X(>t  so.  sir,  I  flood  huf 
in  ilio  Kackjjromid  oul  of  respocr.  Nol»lo  Genenil,  I 
hope  nil  iH  wt;ll  with  the  Efiiate,  that  your  Excelloncy 
nirikes  us  so  latt-  a  visit  ?— Would  not  your  Rxccllciicy 
chcK><^  Mme" 

"Ah  !"  ^aid  Oliver,  looking  sternly  and  fixeilly  at 
him—'*  Our  trusty  Gohet  wuin— our  fnthful  confidant : 
IVo,  HJr;  at  pres(.-nt,  I  desire  nothin;;  nioru  than  a  kind 
re<>eptii>n,  which,  methinks,  niy  friend  Markham  Kv- 
ernrd  i»  in  no  hurry  to  f>ive  me." 

*'Vou  brin.:;  your  own  welcome,  my  lord,"  said 
Evcrard,  compelling  himself  to  speak.  "I  can  only 
tniRt  it  was  no  had  news  that  made  vour  Excellency 
« late  travel]*  r,  and  ask,  liki^  my  follower,  what  re- 
ireshment  I  ^hall  command  for  your  acconmtodaiitm." 

*'  The  Htat<!  is  sound  and  ne-allhy.  Colonel  F.ve- 
rard,"  said  the  General :  *'and  yet  the  less  so,  that 
many  of  its  members,  who  have  been  hhherto  work- 
f  r»  together,  and  propounders  of  good  eounscK  ami 
advancers  of  tlu: public  weal,  have  now  waxed  cold  in 
their  lov«;  and  in  their  afTection  for  the  Good  Cause, 
for  which  we  should  be  ready,  in  our  various  degrees, 
to  act  and  do,  so  soon  as  we  are  called  to  act  that 
^herciJiiio  we  are  appointed,  neither  ra.MhIv,  nor 
over-sloihfully,  neither  lukewarmly  nor  over-violently. 
hut  with  such  a  frame  and  disposition,  in  which  zeal 
Jiiid  «'Iiurity  may,  as  it  were,  meet  and  ki.ss  e^eh  other 
in  our  (•iri.t^ts.  Howbeil,  becauF>o  we  look  back  after 
vre  have  put  our  hand  to  the  plough,  thcreforu  is  our 
forcf  waxed  dim." 

''Pardon  me,  pir,"  said  Nehemiah  Holdenough, 
who,  listening  with  some  impatience,  began  to  guess 
in  whot<e  compony  he  stood—"  Pardon  me,  for  unto 
this  f  have  a  warrant  to  speak." 

**  Ah !  ah  !*'  said  Cromwell.  "  Surely,  most  worthy 
sir,  yve  grieve  the  Spirit  when  wc  restrain  those  pour- 
ings forth,  which  like  water  from  a  rock" 

"Nay,  therein  I  difler  from  you,  sir,"  said  Hold- 
enough  ;  "  for  as  there  is  the  mouth  to  transmit  the 
foofl,  and  the  profit  to  digest  what  Heaven  hath  sent ; 
CO  is  the  preacher  ordained  to  teach,  and  the  peo- 
ple to  hi^ir,— the  shepherd  to  jpather  the  flock  into 
the  slie4'i)fold,  the  slict  p  to  pront  by  the  care  of  the 
shcpiifTtl." 

•*  Ah !  my  worthy  sir,"  said  Cromwell,  with  much 
unction—"  methinks  you  verge  uiwn  the  great  mis- 
take, which  supposes  that  churches  ore  tall  large 
houses  built  by  masons,  and  hearers  are  men— wealthy 
men.  w  ho  pay  tithes,  the  larger,  as  well  as  the  less ; 
and  that  the  priests,  men  m  black  gowns  or  gray 
cloaks,  who  rei-eive  the  same^  are  in  guerdon  the  only 
<listrii»uliirs  of  Chrit*tian  hUssings— Whereas,  in  my 
appri'h'-iiHion,  there  is  more  of  Christian  liberty  in 
leaving  it  to  the  discreti«»n  of  the  hungry  soul  to  seek 
his  editicition  w  here  it  can  bi:  found,  whether  from 
the  niouih  of  a  lay  teacher,  who  cioimeth  his  warrant 
frt)in  Heaven  alone,  or  at  the  dispensation  of  those 
who  take  orviination  and  degrees  from  synods  and 
universitiis.  at  best  but  associations  of  poor  sinful 
crenuire-  like  themselves." 

*'  Vou  speak  you  know  not  what,  sir,"  replied  Hold- 
enough,  iinpatii^nliy.  **Can  light  come  out  of  dark- 
ncF«.  s^-nse  out  ot  ignorance,  or  knowledge  of  the 
myHir-rie*];  of  religion  from  such  ignorant  ine<iiciner8 
SB  give  poisons  instead  of  wholesome  medicaments, 
and  cram  with  tilth  the  Btomachs  of  such  as  seek  to 
them  for  fo«)d  ?'' 

ThiJi,  which  the  Presbyterian  divine  uttered  rather 
warmly,  the  General  answered  with  the  utmost  mild- 
ness. 

"Lack-o-day,  lack-a-day!  a  learned  man,  but  in- 
tftmjierate ;  over-zeal  hath  eaten  him  up.— A  well-a- 
day,  sir,  you  may  talk  of  your  regular  gospel-meals, 
but  a  w<»nl  spokm  in  season  by  one  whose  heart  is 
with  your  lierirt,  just  perhaps  when  you  are  riding  on 
to  encounter  an  enemy  or  are  about  to  mount  a  breach, 
is  to  th"  p(y>r  spirit  like  a  rasher  on  the  coals,  which 
the  hungry  shall  find  preferable  to  a  great  baiKiuet,  at 
mirh  t?nies  when  the  full  soul  loatheth  the  honeycomb. 
Neverthi?l»'ss,  although  I  speak  thus  in  mypoor.iudg-  i 
ment,  I  vvould  not  put  force  on  the  conscience  of  any  j 
man,  leaving  to  the  learned  to  £>llow  the  leuned,  and  \ 


the  wise  lo  be  mslrueted  by  the  wisc^  while  i^oor  sim- 
ple wretched  souls  are  not  to  be  denied  a  drink,  from 


the  stream  which  run  net  h  by  the  way.— Ay,  verily,  it 
will  bt;  a  comely  sight  in  En;fland  when  men  shall jgo 


firmities,  ioniingimach  other's  comforts.— Ay,  truly, 
the  rich  urink  out  of  silver  flagons,  and  goblets  of  8 1- 
ver,  the  poor  out  of  paltry  bowls  of  wood— and  even 
so  let  it  be,  since  they  both  drink  the  same  element.** 

Here  an  oflicer  opened  the  door  and  looked  in,  to 
whom  Cromwell,  exchanging  the  canting  drawl,  in 
which  it  8eeni»xi  he  iniglit  have  gone  (m  intrTminably, 
for  the  short  brief  lone  of  action,  called  out,  "Pearson, 
is  he  come?" 

"No.  sir,"  replied  Pearson ;  "  we  have  inquired  for 
him  at  the  place  you  nott^d,  ond  also  at  other  haunta 
of  hia  alwul  the  town." 

"The  knave !"  said  Crom  well,  with  bitter  emphasis  t 
"can  he  have  proved  false?— No,  nn,  his  interest  ia 
too  deeply  engagi.-d.  We  shall  find  him  by  and  by.— 
Hark  thee  hiiher." 

While  this  conyrrsalion  was  going  forward,  the 
reader  must  imagine  the  alarm  oi  Everard.  He  waa 
certain  that  the  personal  attendance  of  Cromwell 
must  be  on  some  most  important  account,  and  he 
could  not  but  strongly  suspect  that  the  Oncral  had 
some  information  resjieeting  Charles's  lurking  place. 
If  taken,  a  renewal  ol  the  tragedy  of  the  30th  of  Ja- 
nuary was  instantly  to  be  apprehended,  and  the  niio 
of  the  whole  family  of  Lee,  with  himself  probably  in- 
cluded, must  be  the  neci  ssary  consequence. 

He  looked  eagerly  for  conK>lation  at  Wildnike^ 
whose  countenance  expressed  much  alarm,  which  he 
endeavoured  to  bear  out  with  his  usual  look  of  confi- 
dence. Hut  the  weii;ht  within  was  too  great:  he 
shuffled  with  his  feet,  rolled  his  eye.o,  and  twisted  hia 
hands,  like  an  unassured  witness  before  on  acute  and 
not  to  be  deceivrd  judgt*. 

Oliver,  mean  while,  left  his  company  not  a  minute*! 
leisure  to  take  couns<.l  together.  Even  while  his  per- 
plexed eloQuence  flowc-d  on  in  a  stream  so  mazy  that 
no  one  could  discover  which  way  its  course  was  tend- 
ing his  sharp  watchful  eye  reoidered  all  attempts  of 
Everard  to  hold  commuiiication  with  Wildrake,  even 
by  signSf  altogctlur  vain.  Evcrard,  indeed,  looked 
for  an  instant  at  the  window,  then  glanced  at  W^ild- 
rake,  as  if  to  hint  there  might  be  a  possibility  to  escape 
that  wav.  Hut  the  cavalier  had  replied  with  a  discon- 
solate shake  of  the  h(>ad,  so  i-light  as  to  be  almost  im 
I>erceptible.  Everard,  therefore,  lost  all  hope,  and  the 
melancholy  feeling  of  approaching  and  inevitable  evil 
was  only  varied  by  anxiety  concerning  the  shape  and 
manner  in  which  it  was  about  to  make  its  approach. 

Hut  Wildrake  had  a  spark  of  hope  lefu  The  very 
instant  Cromwell  enten.d  he  had  got  oul  of  the  room, 
and  down  to  the  door  of  the  house.  ''  Back— back  P' 
repeated  by  two  armed  sentinels,  convinced  him  that, 
as  his  fears  hod  anticipated,  the  General  had  come 
neither  unattended  nor  unprepared.  He  turned  on 
his  heel,  ran  up  stairs,  and  mttf  lin;^  on  the  landing- 
place  the  boy  whom  he  called  Spitfire,  hurried  him 
into  the  small  apartment  which  he  occupied  as  hia 
own.  Wildrake  bad  Ijcen  shooting  that  morning;  and 
game  lay  on  the  table.  He  pulled  a  feather  frorn  a 
woodcock's  wing,  and  saying  hastily,  "For  thy  life. 
Spitfire,  mind  my  orders— I  will  put  thee  safe  out,  at 
tho  window  into  the  court— the  yanl  wall  is  not  high 
—and  there  will  be  no  sentry  there-^Fly  to  the  Lodge, 
as  thou  wouldst  win  Heaven,  and  give  this  feather  to 
iMistress  Alice  Lee,  if  possible— if  not,  to  Joceline  Jo- 
liflc— say  I  have  won  the  wager  of  tho  young  lady. 
Dost  mark  me,  boy?" 

The  sharp-witted  youth  clapped  hia  hand  in  hia 
master's,  and  only  replied,  "Done,  and  done." 

W^ildrake  openeii  tho  window,  and,  though  the 
height  was  considerable,  he  contrived  to  let  the  boy 
down  safely  by  holding  his  cloik.  A  heap  of  straw 
on  which  Spithro  lighted  renderitl  the  descent  perfect^ 
ly  safe*  and  Wddrake  saw  him  pcronible  over  the 
wall  of  the  court-yard,  at  the  angle  which  bore  on  a 
hack  lane ;  and  so  rapidly  was  thisaccf)mplished,  that 
the  cavalier  had  just  re-i*utered  the  room,  when,  the 
hustle  allendinKfJromwell's  anvx%l«wXi«wJi5\|k.'oi^^'"V^ 
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He  remained  durinjii:  CromwelPs  lecture  on  the  va- 
nity of  creeds,  anxious  in  mind  whetlu-r  ho  uii^ht  not 
have  done  bettcT  to  8cnd  an  explicit  verbal  nirssaKO, 
since  tiierc  was  no  time  to  write  Hut  tiic  chance  of 
the  boy  beinx  stopped,  or  btcoriiin;»  confused  with 
feeling  himself  the  nici«5cn;;cr  of  a  hurried  and  im- 
portant communication,  made  him,  on  the  whole, 
glad  that  he  had  pn^ferrKl  a  more  cni^mntical  way  of 
conveying  the  inielligcnc«'.  He  had,  therefore^  the 
advantagi*  of  his  patron,  for  he  was  conscious  still  of 
a  spark  of  hope. 

Pearson  had  scarce  shut  the  door,  when  Hold- 
enough,  as  ready  in  arms  against  the  fiiture  Dictator 
as  he  had  been  prompt  to  enamnter  the  wipposeil 
phantoma  and  fiends  of  Woodntock,  resumed  nis  at- 
tack upon  the  schismatics,  whom  he  undertook  to 
prove  to  be  at  once  soul-slayers,  fiilso  brethren,  and 
false  mi'flsengers;  and  was  proctvding  to  allege  texts 
in  behalf  of  nia  proposition,  when  Cn»mwell,  anpa- 
rently  tirwl  of  the  discussion,  and  desirous  to  introduce 
a  discourse  more  accordanr  with  his  real  feelings,  in- 
terrupted him,  though  very  civilly,  and  took  the  dis- 
course into  his  own  hands. 

*•  Lack-a-day,"  he  said,  "  the  good  man  speaks 
tnith^  according  to  his  knowledge  and  to  his  lights- 
ay,  bitter  truths,  and  hard  to  be  digested,  while  wc 
■ee  as  men  sec,  and  not  with  the  eyes  of  angels.— 
False  niesscnerrs,  said  the  reverend  man  ?— ay,  truly, 
the  world  is  full  of  such— You  shall  sec  them  who 
will  carry  your  secret  messafie  to  the  house  of  your 
mortal  foe,  and  will  say  to  him,  *  Lo !  my  master  is 
going  forth  with  a  small  train,  by  such  and  such  de- 
solate places;  be  you  speedy,  therefore,  that  you  may 
arise  and  slay  lum.'  And  another,  who  knowetn 
where  the  foe  of  your  houw,  and  enemy  of  your  per- 
son, lies  hidden,  shall,  instead  of  telling  his  master 
thereof,  carry  tidings  to  the  encmv  even  whore  he 
lurketh,  sav-ing,  '  Lo !  my  master  knoweth  of  your 
secret  abode— up,  now,  and  fly,  lest  he  come  on  thee 
like  a  lion  on  Ins  prey.*— Rut  shall  this  go  without 
punishment  7"  looking  at  Wildrakc  with  a  wiihrring 
glance.  "Now,  as  my  soul  liveih,  and  as  He  livelh 
who  hath  made  me  a  ruler  in  Israel,  such  false  mes- 
sengers shall  be  knitted  to  gibbets  on  the  way-side, 
and  th';ir  right  hands  shall  be  nailed  al>ove  their  lioads, 
in  an  extended  position,  as  if  pointing  out  to  others 
the  road  from  whieh  they  themselves  nave  strayed  V* 

"  Surely."  said  Master  Holdenough,  "it  is  right  to 
cut  off  such  offendmrs." 

"  Thank  ve,  Mass-John,"  muttered  Wildrake ; 
"when  did  tlie  Presbyterian  fail  to  lend  the  devil  a 
shove?" 

"But,  I  say,"  continued  Holdenough,  "that  the 
matter  is  estranged  from  our  present  purpose,  for  the 
false  brethren  of  whom  I  spoke  are" 

"  Right,  excellent  sir,  they  be  those  of  our  own 
house,"  answered  Cromwell;  "the  good  man  is  right 
once  more.— -Ay.  of  whom  can  we  now  say  that  he  is 
a  true  brother,  although  he  has  lain  in  the  same  womb 
with  us?— Although  we  have  stniggled  in  the  same 
cause,  eat  at  the  same  table,  fought  m  the  same  bat- 
tle, worshipped  at  the  same  throne,  there  shall  be  no 
truth  in  him.— Ah,  Markham  Everard,  Markham 
Everard!" 

He  paused  at  this  ejaculation  ;  and  Everard,  desi- 
rous at  once  of  knowing  how  far  he  stood  committed, 
replied,  "Your  Excellency  seems  to  have  something 
m  your  mind  in  which  I  am  concerned.  May  I  re- 
quest you  will  speak  it  out,  that  I  may  know  what 
lam  accused  of?" 

"Ah,  Mark,  Mark!"  rxsplied  the  General,  "there 
necdeth  no  accu.ser  speak  when  the  still  small  voice 

Seaks  within  us.  Is  there  not  moisture  on  thy  brow, 
ark  Everard  ?— Is  there  not  trouble  in  thine  eye?— 
Fs  there  not  a  failure  in  thy  frame  ?— And  who  ever  saw 
,  such  things  in  noble  and  st^mt  Markham  Everard, 
whose  brow  was  only  moist  aftiT  having  worn  the 
helmet  for  a  summrfr's  day— whose  hand  only  shook 
wlwn  it  had  wiehled  for  hours  the  weighty  falt-hion  ? 
--But  go  to,  man !  thou  doubtest  over  much.  Hast 
thou  not  been  to  me  as  a  brother,  and  shall  I  not  for- 

Kiv«  thee  evin  the  seventy-seventh  time?  The  knave 
ath  tarried  somewhere,  who  should  have  done  by 
ibJB  time  an  o&cc  of  much  import    Taks  advantage 


of  his  absence,  Mark ;  it  is  a  grace  that  God  ^ves 
thee  l»eyond  exiwctanrc.  I  do  not  say,  fall  at  my  feet  | 
but  ."^peak  to  me  as  a  fri»'nd  to  his  fnend." 

"1  have  n^'ver  said  any  thing  to  \-our  Exccllencf 
that  was  in  the  least  undeserving  thV  titb-  you  htva 
assigned  to  me,"  said  ( .'olonel  Everard,  pnnidly. 

"Nay,  nay,  Markham,*'  answered  Cromwrll;  **! 
say  not  you  have— But —but  you  ought  to  have  remem- 
bered the  message  I  sent  you  by  that  p^r^on"  (point- 
ing to  Wildrake) ;  "  and  you  must  reconcile  it  with 
your  C(mscience.  how,  having  such  a  message, 
guarde«l  with  such  reasons,  >'ou  could  thmk  voursi^lf 
at  lilk-rty  to  exr>ol  my  friends  frt»m  Wofxistock,  btina 
determined  tr)  disappoint  my  object,  whilst  you  availed 
yourself  of  the  boon,  on  condition  of  which  my  war- 
rant was  issued." 

EveranI  was  about  to  reply,  when,  to  his  astonish- 
ment. Wildrake  sti  pped  forward ;  and  with  a  voice 
and  look  very  different  from  his  onlinary  manner,, 
and  approaching  a  gf)od  deal  to  real  tligiiiiy  of  mind^ 
said,  boldly  and  calmly,  "You  are  mistaken.  Master 
C*romwell ;  and  address  yourself  to  the  wrung  par^ 
here." 

The  speech  was  so  sudden  and  intrepid,  that  Croii» 
well  stepped  apace  back,  and  motioned  with  his  ri^ht 
hand  towards  nis  weapon,  as  if  he  had  *»xpccted  inat 
an  address  of  a  nature  so  unusually  bold  was  t*  bt 
followed  by  soine  act  of  nolence.  He  inscanthrre- 
Bunu'd  his  mdiflerent  posture;  and,  irritatf.^  at  n smiie 
which  he  obst^rved  on  Wildrake's  countenance,  he 
said,  with  the  dignity  of  one  long  accustomed  ro  see 
all  tremble  before  him,  "This  tome,  fellow!  Know 
you  to  whom  you  speak  ?" 

"  Felh)w  !"  cchoi'd  Wildrake,  whose  rerkWs  hs- 
mour  was  now  completely  set  alloat— "  No  fellow  of 
vours.  Master  Olivtr.  I  have  known  the  day  when 
Roger  Wildrake  of  Squattlrsea-mere,  Lmcoln,  a 
handsome  young  gallant,  with  a  good  estate,  wooM 
have  bciii  thought  no  fellow  of  the  bankrupt  brewer 
of  Huntingdon?' 

"  Be  .silent !"  said  Everard ;  "  be  silent,  WiMrake^  if 
you  love  your  life !" 

"  I  care  not  a  maravedi  for  my  life,**  said  Wildraka 
—"Zounds,  if  he  dislikes  what  I  say,  let  him  take  to 
his  tools !  I  know,  after  all,  he  hath  gmid  blood  in  hit 
veins;  and  I  will  indulge  him  with  a  turn  in  the  court 
yonder,  had  he  been  ten  times  a  bmwer." 

"  Such  ribaldry,  friend,"  said  Oliver,  "  I  m»at  with 
the  contempt  it  deserves.  But  if  thou  hast  any  thing 
to  say  touching  the  matter  in  question,  speak  out  like 
a  man,  though  thou  look'st  more  like  a  Ixnst." 

"  All  I  have  to  sav  is,"  replied  Wildrake,  "  that 
whenas  you  blame  Everard  for  acting  on  your  war- 
runt,  OS  you  call  it,  I  cnn  tt  II  you,  he  knew  not  a  word 
of  the  rascally  conditions  you  talk  of.  I  ti.x)k  rare 
of  that;  and  you  may  take  the  vengeance  oo  ine,if 
you  list." 

"  Slave  !  dare  you  tell  this  to  me  ?"  rakl  Cmm- 
well,  still  herdfully  restraining  his  passion,  which  b«      : 
felt  was  about  to  discharge  itself  upon  an  unworthy      I 
object.  I 

Ay,  you  will  make  every  Englishman  a  slava  if 
you  have  your  own  way,"  said  Wildrake.  not  a  whit 
abashed ;— for  the  awe  which  had  fonnerly  overcome 
him  when  alone  with  this  nmarkable  man,  had  van- 
ished, now  that  they  were  engaged  in  an  altercatioa 
before  witnessea—  But  do  your  worst,  Blaster 
Oliver;  I  tell  you  beforehand,  the  bird  haa  escaped 
you." 

"  You  dare  not  say  so !— pjicaped  ?— Soi,  ho !  Pea^ 
son  !  tell  the  soldiers  to  mount  instantly.— Thoo  art 
a  King  fool !— Escaped  ?  Where,  or  from  whence." 

**Ay.  that  is  the  question,"  said  W^ildrake;  "for 
look  you,  sir— that  men  do  go  from  hence  iscertab" 
but  how  th'^y  go— or  to  what  quarter" 

Cromwell  stood  attentive,  rxpiHrting  some  usefd 
hint  from  the  careless  irnpetuosity  of  the  cavalier, 
upon  the  route  which  the  King  mi^ht  have  taken. 

—"Or  to  what  quarter,  as  1  said  before,  why  yoar 
Excellency,  Master  Oliver,  may  o'cn  find  that  oat 
yoiirsi'lf." 

As  he  uttered  the  last  words  he  unsheathed  his 
rapier,  and  made  a  full  pass  at  the  Gt^nessl's  boctr. 
Hod  his  sword  met  no  other  impediment  than  tot 
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buff  jerfcen,  CromwelTs  course  had  ended  on  the 
•pot.  But,  fearful  of  such  attempts,  I  ho  General 
•uore  under  his  nu'Iitary  dress  a  snu-i  of  the  fini-st 
mail,  made  of  the  rings  of  thchest  steel,  and  so  lipht 
and  flexible  that  it  vas  little  or  no  en(  unihrnnre  to 
the  motions  of  the  wearer.  It  proved  his  faf<  ty  on 
this  occasion,  for  the  rapier  sprung  in  shivers: 
^'hile  the  owner,  now  htid  back  by  Kverard  and 
Holdenough,  flung  the  hilt  with  passion  on  the 
frround,^  exclaiming,  "Be  damned  the  hand  thai 
f  hr_:  '  '.  .  ^  Tu  *  rve  iriG  so  long,  and  fail  mc  when 
thy  irufc  fecifviciJ  woulti  have  honoured  ns  both  for 
ever  J  BiU  tTO  good  tould  come  of  thee,  since  thou 
were  fiointpff,  even  In  jest,  at  a  learned  divine  of  the 
Church  of  Engjnnd." 

In  the  first  msfsnt  of  alnrm,  and  perhaps  sus- 
peciirij?  WifJmke  might  be  supported  by  others 
CromwttT^  half  drew  from  his  bosom  a  concealed 
pr«fol,  whiHt  fic  hnsTtly  reiurnod,  observing  that  both 
F'  - V  '  ■  '■"  '  '  x:  man  were  whhholding  the 
cavalier  from  another  attempt. 

Pearson  and  a  soldier  or  two  rushed  in—"  Secure 
that  fellow,"  said  the  General,  in  the  indifferent  tone 
«f  one  to  whom,  imminent  danger  was  too  familiar 
Co  cause  irritatfon— "Bind  him— but  not  so  hard, 
Pearson ;"— for  the  men,  to  show  their  zeal,  were 
^tawing  their  bells,  which  they  used  for  want  of 
coids,  brutally  tight  round  Wildrake's  limbs.  "He 
woaid  have  assassinated  me,  but  I  would  reserve  him 
£>r  his  fit  doom." 

*  Assassinated  !— I  scorn  your  words.  Master 
Ol'wery  said  Wildrake;   •*!  proffered   you  a  fair 

"  Shall  we  shoot  him  in  the  street,  for  an  example  T' 
•aid  Pearson  to  Cromwell;  while  Everard  endea- 
voured to  atoD  Wildrake  fmm  giving  further  offence. 

"On  your  life,  harm  him  not ;  but  let  him  be  kent 
in  safe  ward,  and  well  looked  afler."  said  rromwnll ; 
irhfle  tlie  prisoner  exclaimed  to  Everard,  "I  prithee 
let  me  alonr^— I  am  now  neither  thy  follower,  nor  any 
man^R,  and  1  am  as  willing  to  die  as  ever  I  was  to 
take  a  e"P«f  liquor.— And  hark  ye,  spenkingof  that. 
Master  Oliver,  yon  were  once  a  jolly  fellow,  prithee 
let  ow.  of  thy  ioh«ters  here  advance  yonder  tankard 
to  my  lips,  arid  your  Excellency  shall  hear  a  toast,  a 
•ong,  and  a— secret" 

"Unlooav  h'w  head,  and  hand  the  debauched  beast 
the  tankard,"  said  Oliver;  "while  yet  he  exists,  it 
were  shame  to  refuse  him  the  element  he  fives  in." 

"  Blesffings  on  your  head  for  once !"  said  Wildrake, 
whosT  object  in  oontlmiingthis  wild  discourse  was,  if 
possible,  to  gain  a  little  delay,  when  even'  moment 
was  precious.  "Thou  hast  brewed  good  a!e,  and 
that*s  warrant  for  a  blessing.  For  my  toast  and  my 
■ozig,  here  they  go  togethei^ 

'  Son  of  t  witch. 

May  It  tlion  die  in  a  dit«h, 

Wim  the  butrhfn  who  back  thy  qnarreli ; 
And  T«t  KboT«  irroand, 
¥niil«  the  world  Khali  i«m«nd 

A  waleome  to  Royal  Kin«  Charlea  I* 

And  rww  for  my  secret,  that  you  may  not  sav  I  had 
jrour  liquor  for  nothing— I  fancy  my  song  will  scarce 
pass  current  for  much— My  secret  is.  Master  Crom- 
well—that the  bird  is  flown— and  your  red  nose  will 
be  aa  white  as  your  winding-sheet  before  you  can 
■mell  out  which  way." 

"Pshaw,  rascal,"  answered  Cromwell,  contemptu- 
ODslv,  "keep  your  sairril  jests  for  the  ginbot  fool." 

"  t  shall  look  on  the  gibbet  more  boldly,"  replied 
WQdrake,  "  than  I  have  seen  you  look  on  the  Royal 
lffartyr*a  picture." 

This  reproach  touched  Cromwell  to  the  very  quick. 
—"Villain  f*  he  exclaimed;  "drag  him  hence,  dt^w 

out  a  Dsrty,  and But  hold,  not  now— to  prison 

with  him— let  him  he  close  watched,  and  gageed,  if 
be  attempts  to  speak  to  the  si^ntinels— Nay,  hold— J  i 
mean,  put  n  hoitic  of  brandy  into  his  cell,  and  he  will 
mff  himself  in  his  own  way,  I  warrant  vou— When 
daf  oomen.  chat  men  can  s  'e  the  example,  he  shall 
be  aaffgrd  after  my  fashion." 

During  the  various  breaks  in  his  orderp,  the  Gene- 
ral waa  evidently  getting  command  of  his  tempfr; 
tnd  though  be  began  in  fury,  be  ended  with  liie  eenr 


temptuous  sneer  of  one  who  overlooks  the  abusive 
language  of  an  inferior.  Somethinj;  remained  on  big 
mind,  iiotwirhsinnding,  for  he  conrmucd  stationary, 
as  if  fixed  to  the  same  spot  m  the  apartment,  his  eyea 
bent  on  the  gronnd,  and  with  closed  hand  pressed 
against  his  lips,  like  u  man  who  is  musing  deeplv. 
Penrson,  who  was  about  to  speak  to  him,  drew  back, 
and  made  a  sign  to  those  iu  the  room  to  be  silent. 

Master  Holdenough  did  not  mark,  or,  at  leastJ  did 
not  obey  it.  Approaching  the  General,  he  said  m  • 
respectful  but  nrm  tone,  "Did  I  understand  it  to  be 

Sour  Excellency's  purpose  that  this  poor  man  ahaU 
ie  next  mimiing? ' 

"Hah I"  exclaimed  Cromwell,  starting  from  hia 
reverie,  "  what  say'st  thou  T" 

"  I  took  leave  to  ask,  if  it  was  yoinr  will  that  thia 
onhnnpy  man  should  die  to-morrow T' 

"W^lomsaidst  thou?"  demanded  Cromwell:  "Mark- 
ham  Everard— shall  he  die,  saidst  thou?" 

"God  forbid  !"  replied  Holdenough,  stepping  back 
—"1  asked  whether  this  blinded  creature,  Wildrake. 
was  to  be  so  suddenly  cut  off'T' 

•*  Ay,  marry  is  he,"  said  Cromwell,  "  were  the  whole 
General  Assembly  of  Divines  at  Westmmster— the 
whole.  Sanhedrim  of  Presbytery— to  offer  bail  for 
him." 

"If  you  win  not  think  better  of  it,  sir,"  said  Hold- 
enough,  "at  least  give  not  the  poor  man  the  meana 
of  destroying  his  senses— Let  me  go  to  him  as  a 
divine,  to  watch  with  him,  in  case  he  may  yet  be 
admitted  into  the  vineyard  at  the  latest  hour— yet 
brought  into  the  sheepfold,  though  he  has  neglected 
the  call  of  the  pastor  till  time  ie  well  nigh  cloaed 
upon  him." 

"For  God's  sake,"  said  Everard,  who  ha4  hitherto 
kept  silence,  because  he  knew  CromweH'w  temper  on 
such  occasions,  "  think  better  of  wnat  you  do!" 

"Is  it  for  thee  to  teach  me?"  replied  Cromwell; 
"  think  thou  of  thine  own  matters,  and  believe  me  it 
will  require  all  thy  wit.  And  for  you,  reverend  sir,  I 
win  have  no  father-confessors  attend  mypriaonera— 
no  tales  out  of  sch(X)l.  If  the  fellow  thirsts  after 
ghostly  comfort,  as  he  ia  much  more  like  to  thirst 
after  a  quartern  of  brandy,  there  is  Corporal  Hum- 
gudgeon,  who  commands  the  cm-ps  dc  icrdt^  will 
preach  and  pray  as  well  as  the  best  of  ye.— But  thia 
delnv  is  i n to rerable— Comes  not  this  fellow  yet?" 

"No,  sir,"  replied  Pearson.  "Had  we  not  better 
go  down  to  the  Lodge  ?  The  news  of  our  coming 
hither  ma V  else  get  there  before  as." 

"True,"  said  Cromwell,  speaking  aside  to  his  ofli- 
cer,  "  but  vou  know  Tomkins  warned  us  against  do- 
int?  so,  alleging  there  were  so  many  postem-doora, 
and  sallyports,  and  concealed  entrances,  in  the  old 
house,  that  it  was  like  a  rabbit-warren,  and  that  an 
escape  might  be  easily  made  under  our  very  noses, 
unless  he  were  with  u^  to  point  ont  all  the  porta 
which  should  be  guarded.  He  hinted,  too,  that  he 
might  be  delayed  a  few  minutes  after  his  timaof  ap- 
pomtment— but  we  have  now  waited  half-an-hour. 

"  Does  your  Excellency  think  Tomkiaa  ia  certauily 
te  be  depended  upon?"  said  Pearson. 

"As  far  as  his  interest  goes,  unquestionably,"  re- 
plied the  General.  "  He  has  ever  been  the  pump  by 
which  I  have  sucked  the  marrow  out  of  many  a  plot, 
In  special  those  of  the  conceited  fool  Rochechffe,  who 
is  goose  enough  to  believe  that  such  a  fellow  as  Tom- 
kins  would  value  any  thing  beyond  the  offer  of  the 
best  bidder.  And  yet  it  /ijoweth  late— T  fear  we  must 
to  the  Lodce  without  him— Vet  all  things  well  consi- 
der! d,  J  will  tarry  here  till  midnipht.— Ah!  Everard. 
thou  mightest  pur  this  gear  to  rights  if  thou  wilt! 
Shall  some  foolish  principle  of  fantastic  punctilio 
have  more  weieht  with  thee,  man,  than  have  the 
pacification  and  welfare  of  England  ;  the  keeping  o* 
faith  to  thy  friend  and  benefactor,  and  who  will  bu 
vet  more  so,  and  the  fortune  and  security  of  ihy  rela- 
tions? Are  these.  I  say.  lighter  in  ihehalnnre  than 
the  cause  of  a  worthies*  dov,  who  with  his  father  and 
his  '"ather's  housr  have  troubled  Israel  for  fifty  years  ?" 

"I  do  not  utidcrstnrid  your  Excellency,  nor  at  ^^ha^ 
service  vou  point,  which  1  can  honestly  render,"  re- 
plied Everarti.    "  That  v,  hich  is  dibhuuest  I  shouul  Da 
loath  that  you  propose<i." 
48» 
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"Then  this  at  least  mis:ht  9uit  your  honesty,  or 
8rrupulou8  humour,  call  it  ivhurh  thou  wilt,"  said 
Croniwull.  " Thou  knowim,  aunly,  all  the papsaffos 
about  Jezebcrs  palace  down  yonder  1—Iah  ine  know 
now  thi^y  niny  be  guarded  aKainet  the  escape  of  any 
from  within.*  i 

'*I  cannot  prct'-nd  [o  aid  you  in  this  inatti>r,"  said  | 
Kverard  ;  '*  I  know  no(  all  the  cnriunces  and  P9sterMS  ; 
nboiit  WowlHtock,  and  if  I  di«l,  I  am  not  free  in  con-  j 
ficivnce  lo  conimunirute  with  >ou  on  this  occasion."  | 

"We  filiall  do  wiihoulyou,  air,"  replitsi  Cromwell,  | 
haiigblily;  "and  if  auftlit  is  found  which  may  criini-  j 
unte  Villi,  remember  you  have  lost  riftht  to  my  pro-  . 
lection."  I 

"I  plinll  ho  sorry,"  said  Evirard,  "to  have  lost  i 
vour  friendship,  Gr<*ni'ral ;  but  I  trust  my  quality  as  an 
Knj^lishnjrjM  may  dispense  with  the.  neeessitv  of  pro- 
tection from  any  man.  I  know  no  law  which  obriKcA 
nie  to  be  spy  or  informer,  even  if  I  were  in  the  way  of 
having;  opportunity  to  do  service  in  either  honourable 
capacity. 

"  W(ll,  sir,"  sriid  Cromwell,  "  for  all  your  privileges 
and  qualities.  1  will  make  lK)ld  (o  take  you  down  to 
the  Lodge  at  Woodstock  to-night,  to  inquire  into  af- 
fairs in  wliich  the  State  is  c/incerned.-- Come  hither, 
Pearson."  He  lot»k  a  paper  from  his  i>oeket  contain- 
ing a  nmgh  sketch  or  ((round-plan  of  Woodstoek 
Lodge,  with  the  avenues  leading  to  it.^-"  Look  here," 
lie  said,  "  we.  must  move  in  two  bodies  on  foot,  and 
with  all  possible  silence— thou  must  march  to  the 
niar  of  the  old  house  of  iniquity  with  twenty  file  of 
men,  and  disftose  them  around  it  ihe  wis«.>st  thou 
canst.  Take  the  reverend  man  there  along  with  you. 
He  must  be  seeun.-d  at  any  rate,  and  mny  ser\'e  as  a 
guide.  I  myself  will  occupy  the  front  of  the  Lodge, 
and  thus  having  stopt  all  the  earths,  thou  wilt  come 
to  me  for  farther  orders— silence  and  despatch  is  all. 
—But  for  the  dog  Totnkins,  who  broke  appointment 
with  me,  he  had  need  render  a  good  excust>.,  or  wo  to 
hia  father's  son  I — Reverend  fir,  be  pleasi-nl  to  accom- 
pany that  officer.— Colonel  Everard,  you  are  to  follow  | 
me;  but  first  give  vour  sword  to  Captain  Pearson, 
and  consider  yourself  as  under  arrest." 

Everard  gave  his  8wor<l  to  Pearson  without  any 
comment,  and  with  the  most  anxious  presnge  of  evil 
followed  the  Uifpublicnn  Ueneral.in  obt  diena^  to  com- 
mands which  it  would  have  been  useless  to  diispute. 


CHAPTER   XXXL 

"  Wrtre  mr  loi)  Willinm  here  but  now, 

He  wailtm  (Hil  IIhi  ulefip«^  " 
Wi'  that  in  At  Uie  door  Uiere  raa 

A  ihaKtly-UKfkinc  |iaku- 
"  I  itQw  tiicm.  mni't»»r,  0 !  1  imw, 

R4;ncatli  tlio  ilioniie  brar, 
or  b'nckmnil'd  warrinni  manr  a  rank." 

*'  RovenfG  I"  lie  criwi,  "  aofi  «.-U'  '"- 

Henry  Mackbnzib. 

The  litll'^  partv  at  the  Lodge  were  as.«»efnbled  at 
supptT,  ni  the  early  hour  of  eight  o'clock.  !Sir  Henry 
Lee,  m.'glecting  the  food  thnt  was  placed  on  the  table, 
atoiid  by  a  lamp  on  the  chimney-piece,  and  read  a 
letter  with  mournful  attention. 

"  Dties  my  son  write  to  you  more  particularly  than 
tome,  Doctor  Ro<:heclifieT'  said  the  knight.  "He 
only  says  here,  that  he  will  return  probably  this  night : 
and  that  Master  Kerneguy  iniiHt  be  ready  to  set  ott 
with  him  instantlv.  What  can  this  haste  mcnn? 
Have  you  heard  of^any  new  search  after  our  suflering 
party?  I  wish  they  would  permit  me  to  enjoy  my 
son's  company  in  quiet  but  for  a  dny." 

"  The  quiet  which  d«*pend8  on  the  wicked  cennng 
from  troubling,"  said  Dr.  Rochecliffe,  "is  connected, 
not  by  days  and  hours,  but  by  minutes.  Their  glut 
of  bl»o<l  at  Won^ei«ter  hart  satiated  them  for  a  mo- 
ment, but  their  appetite,  I  fancy,  hns  revived," 

"  Yo.i  have  news,  then,  to  that  purpose  ?"  said  Sir 
Henrv. 

"  Vour  son,"  replied  the  Doctor,  "  wrote  to  me  by 
the  same  mcasenuer;  he  Kcldom  fails  to  do  so,  being 
aware  of  what  importance  it  is  that  I  should  know 
every  thing  that  passes*.  Means  of  escape  are  pro- 
▼ideil  on  the  const,  and  Mnstnr  Kenie^iiy  must  be 
iMdv  to  atort  with  your  aontheioeiaot  kie  uRpoara." 


"It  is  strange,"  said  the  knight :  "for  forty  years  I 
have  dwelt  in  this  house,  man  ancf  boy,  and  the  poinC 
only  w:i8  how  to  make  the  day  pasa  over  our  hebda; 
fur  if  I  did  not  scheme  out  some  hunting  match  or 
hawking,  or  the  like,  I  might  have  aat  here  on  my 
arm-chair,  as  iindismrbt-fl  as  a  sli.-cping  dormo'ise, 
from  one  end  of  the  year  to  the  other ;  arid  now  I  am 
more  like  a  hare  on  her  form,  that  dare  not  sleep  un- 
lt>si(  with  her  eyes  open,  and  acuda  off  when  the  wind 
rustles  among  the  fern.'* 

"  It  is  strange,"  said  Alice,  lo«jking  at  Doctor 
Ri>chex:lif!e,  "th.it  the  roundhead  stewarf  has  told 
you  nothing  of  this.  He  is  usually  communicativa 
enough  of  the  motions  of  his  party ;  and  I  aaw  yoa 
clow  together  this  morning." 

'*  I  must  be  ( loser  witih  him  this  evpning,"  said  the 
Doctor  gloomily  ;  "but  he  will  not  blab. 

"  I  wish  you  may  not  trust  him  too  much,"  sai-i 
Alice  in  reply.— "To  me.  that  man's  face,  with  all  its 
shrewdneas,  evinces  such  a  dark  expression,  that  mo 
thinks  I  read  tmason  in  his  ver>'  eye." 

"  He  assured,  that  matter  is  looked  to."  answemi 
the  Doctor,  in  the  same  ominous  tone  aa  Wore.  No 
one  rc|)Iied,  and  there  was  a  chilling  and  anxious 
feiJing  of  apprehension  which  aeemea  to  sink  do»Ti 
on  the  company  at  cmce,  like  those  sensations  which 
make  such  conntituiions  as  are  particularly  suttject  to 
the  electrical  influence,  conscioua  of  an  approacbing 
tlmndor-slorm. 

The  diRguis<.-d  Monarch,  apprized  that  day  to  be 
prepared  on  short  notice  to  quit  his  temporar>'  asylum, 
felt  his  own  share  of  the  gloom  which  involvra  the 
little  society.  Hut  he  was  the  first  also  to  shake  it 
otr,  as  what  neither  suited  his  churacttT  nor  hii 
Htuaiion.  Gayety  was  the  leading  distinction  of  the 
former,  and  presence  of  mind,  not  deprtssion  of  spi- 
rita,  was  requiri.'d  bv  the  latter. 

"We  miike  the  hour  heavier,"  he  said,  "by being 
melancholy  about  it.  Had  you  not  better  join  me, 
Misirese  Alice,  in  Patrick  Carey's  jovial  farewell  ?— 
Ah,  you  do  not  know  Pal  Cari^y— a  youn^fer  brotbrr 
ofLorxi  Falkland's  r> 

"A  brother  of  the  immortal  Lord  Falkland's,  and 
write  songs!"  said  the  Doctor. 

"  Oh,  Doctor,  the  Muses  take  tithe  a^  well  as  the 
C'huri'h,"  snid  Charles, "  and  have  their  share  in  evtry 
family  of  distinction.    You  do  not  know  the  word«,      { 
3Iistre<s  Alice,  but  you  can  aid  me  notwithataDdiii& 
in  the  bunien  at  least— 

'  (^m«,  now  that  we're  nartinf ,  and  'tia  one  to  tea 
If  Uio  towcn  ofgweet  woodntiiek  i  e'er  ain>  arm. 
Let  lu  e'eo  liavc  a  frolic,  and  drink  likn  tall  in«>n. 

While  the  goblet  guoi  merrily  cuund.'^'l 

The  song  arose,  but  not  with  spirit.  It  was  one  of 
those  olForts  at  forced  mirth,  by  which,  above  all 
other  modes  of  expres.«ing  it,  the  absence  of  real 
cheerfulness  is  most  distinctly  intimate-d.  Charles 
stopt  the  song,  and  upbraided  the  choristers. 

"  Vou  sing,  my  dear  Mistress  Aliqe,  aa  if  you  were 
chanting  one  of  the  seven  peiiitentiHl  psalms:  and 
you,  good  Doctor,  aa  if  you  recited  tJie  funeral  ser- 
vice." 

The  Doctor  rose  hastily  from  the  table,  and  turned 
to  the  window;  for  the  expreason  connt>cted  sinflt- 
larly  with  I  he  task  which  he  was  thnt  evening  to  ^it- 
charge.    Charles  looked  at  him  with  some  surprise; 

•  ••  Y<m  do  not  know  Patrick  rnrejr."  Myii  Kin*  Chartct  is 
thn  nose! ,  and,  what  i*  mure  ainicutar,  Patrick  Carsf  liv  hid 
two  odiuirii,  rarli  unknown  alike  to  tito  other,  except  hr  ntnrn 
onir-  In  1771.  Mr.  Julin  Marray  imbliblied  C'nrKy'«  poiiiiii.  from 
a  ridlecUiin  Miid  to  be  in  th»  hand*  of  the  Rw.  Mr.  PientpuuiC 
Cnriiii.  A  vory  |irol>.iblo  eonjorture  in  ftaled.  ttiat  Uw  aatlH>r 
wn-<  unlj-  Uiirtwn  to  privnic  friondsliin.  Am  lain  as  IH$.  tltt 
AuUiiir  of  \V':ivt>rley,  ifiiuraot  of  ttie  iHlitinn  of  1771,  }mhli^ii'M 
a  M-truiid  quai  to  fpiin  an  elaborate  maiiuitrriut,  thtnif  h  id  bad 
order,  up|inn>ntlf  tiie  aut(»|traph  of  tlie  lirst.  Of  Car>>jr.  the 
MH>(ii)d  editor,  like  (ho  fir«t,  onlf  know  t)vf  same  and  Ihe  npiiit 
of  Uit)  vtim.'n.  He  ha*  «ince  heen  unahled  to  a«r«rum.  Th«(  tM 
l»oetf  cavalier  wn^  a  younacr  broliier  of  ih«  cvli'brated  lienor 
Lurii  t:»rvy.  wlm  iVIl  at  the  battle  of  ^Tewbi'O*.  end  flumped  tl^« 
rt-tfoarchos  of  tloraot;  Wnlr>oli*,  tu  whoce  liU  of  n»t«lt*  authun 
hti  would  h.ivc  bcHii  an  imi>orlAiit  addilinii.  So  nomplettflf  luu 
thf  I'nnir*  oftliH  Kn*iit  Lorn  Falkland  oclipwd  ilial  of  hit  b^>- 
thrr'M.  that  iUit  brother  Patrick  haa  beea  overlooked  even  by 

1  Tiic  orifinal  Mmf  of  Camy  tMar*  WyVaham,  iiHlrad  of 
H'omiiittirk,  lor  ilio  locality.  TU»  verMU  an  fUil  of  the  ti» 
cbMoaimnsfiuiivtUm  tiwa. 
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for  the  pen)  in  which  he  lived,  made  him  watchful  of 
the  !i|i>;iae6t  motions  of  those  around  him— then 
turmd  to  Sir  Henry,  and  said,  "  My  honourefi  host, 
can  yoi]  tell  any  n-ason  for  thin  moody  tit,  which  has 
■o  Rtranyffly  crvj^l  upon  us  all  ?" 

"  Not  I.  my  d(  ar  LtMiis,"  ri^pliwi  the  knijrht ;  "  I 
have  no  skill  in  these  nice  quillets  of  philosophy.  I 
could  as  soon  undertake  to  tell  you  the  reason  why 
Bevis  turns  round  thnt*  times  before  he  lies  down.  I 
can  only  say  fur  myself,  that  if  a^c  and  sorrow  and 
unceriainiy  be  cnouj;h  to  break  a  jovial  spirit,  or  at 
least  to  U-nd  it  now  and  then,  1  have  my  share  of 
them  all ;  so  that  I,  for  one,  cannot  fay  that  I  am  sad 
men-ly  biTause  I  am  not  merrv,  I  have  but  too  good 
cause  for  sadness.— I  would  1  saw  my  son,  were  it 
hut  for  a  minute !" 

Fortune  seemed  for  once  dis|H)se(l  to  ;n^tify  the  old 
man;  for  Albert  Lee  enteri'd  at  that  moment.  He 
was  dressed  in  a  ridin;:  suit,  and  apwared  to  havi* 
travel Uxi  hard.  He  cast  his  eye  hastily  around  us  he 
enteral.  It  R-sted  for  a  second  on  that  of  tlie  dis- 
guised Prince^  and,  wiiisfied  with  the  glance  which  he 
received  in  lit.u,  he  hastened,  after  the  fashion  of  the 
olden  day,  to  kneel  down  to  his  father,  and  request  his 
birssing. 

*' It  is  thine,  my  boy,"  said  the  old  man ;  a  tear 
springint;  to  his  eyes  as  he  laid  his  hand  on  the  long 
locks  wliich  distinguishiil  the  young  cavalier's  rank 
and  principles,  and  which,  usually  coml>ed  and  curled 
with  some  care,  now  hung  wild  and  dishevelled  about 
his  shoulders.  They  remained  an  instant  in  this  pos> 
ture,  when  the  old  man  suddenly  started  from  it,  as  if 
ashamed  of  the  emotion  whicn  he  had  exoressed 
before  so  many  witnesses,  and  passing  the  back  of  his 


hand  hastily  across  his  eyes,  bid  Albert  get  up,  and 
mind  his  s'ipper,  **  since  I  dare  say  you  have  ridden 
fast  and  fur  since  you  last  baitixl— and  we'll  send 


round  a  cup  to  his  health,  if  Doctor  Kocheclifie  and 
the  good  company  pleases — JiK^vline,  thou  knave, 
skink  about— tliou  look's!  as  if  thou  badst  seen  a 
ghost." 

"  Joci'line,"  said  .Alice,  "is  sick  for  sympathy— one 
of  the  stags  ran  at  Phcrbe  Mayflower  to-day,  and  she 
was  fain  to  have  Joceline's  assistance  to  drive  the 
creature  oif- the  girl  has  been  in  fits  since  she  came 
home." 

*'  Silly  slut,"  said  the  old  knight—"  She  a  wood- 
man's daughter!— But,  Joceline,  if  the  decreets  daii- 
gepMis,  you  must  send  a  broad  arrow  through  him." 

"It  will  not  need.  Sir  Henry,"  said  Joceline,  si)eak- 
jng  with  great  difficulty  of  utterance— "he  is  quitt 
enough  now— he  will  not  offend  in  that  sort  again." 

"See  it  be  so,"  replied  the  knight;  "remember 
IVTistn^s  Alice  often  walks  in  the  Chase.— And  now 
fill  round,  and  filL  too,  a  cup  to  thyself,  to  over-red 
thy  fear,  as  mad  Will  has  it.— Tush,'man,  Phcrbe  will 
do  Will  enough— she  only  screamed  and  ran,  that  thou 
niightst  have  the  pleasure  ti>  help  her.— Mind  what 
thou  dost,  and  do  not  go  spilling  the  wine  after  that 
fiisl lion.— Come,  here  is  a  health  to  our  wanderer,  who 
has  come  to  us  again." 

"None  will  pledge  it  more  willingly  than  I,"  said 
the  disguised  Prince,  unconsciously  assuming  an  im- 
purtanee  which  the  char.icter  he  p«'rsonaied  scarce 
warranted ;  but  Sir  Henry,  who  had  become  fond  of 
the  t'upposed  page,  with  all  his  peculiarities,  imposed 
only  a  nuxlerate  rebuke  upon  his  petulance.  "Thou 
art  a  merry,  good-humourtd  youth,  Louis,"  he  s^iid  ; 
**but  it  is  a  world  to  see  how  the  forwardness  of  the 
present  generation  hath  gone  beyond  the  gra\iiy  and 
revc-rpiice  which  in  my  youth  was  st)  regularly  observed 
towards  those  of  higher  rank  and  station—!  dared  no 
more  have  given  iriy  own  tongue  therein,  whon  there 
wan  a  doctor  of  divinity  in  company,  than  1  would 
have  dared  to  have  s^ioken  in  church  m  service-time." 

"True,  sir,"  said  Albert,  hastily  inn-rferiug;  "but 
MasU'rKerneguy  had  the  better  right  to  speak  atpr<>- 
•ent,  that  I  have  been  absent  on  his  business  as  well 
•a  my  owri,  have  seen  several  of  his  friends,  and 
bring  h;m  important  intelligence." 

Cuahis  was  about  to  rise,  and  beckon  Albert  aside, 
naturally  imp.'itient  to  know  what  news  he  had  ()ro- 
curad,  or  what  scheme  of  safe  cscaiic  ^  as  now  decried 
foi  hua,    Bui  Doctor  Rochedific  twitched  his  cloak, 


as  a  hint  to  him  to  sit  still,  and  not  show  any  extra* 
oniinary  motive  for  anxiety,  since,  in  case  of  a  suddea 
discovery  of  his  real  quality,  the  violence  of  Sir  Henry 
LiCe's  fcelinirs  might  have  been  likely  to  attract  too 
much  attention. 

Charles,  thLTtfore,  only  replied,  as  to  the  knight'f 
striclure,  that  he  had  a  particular  title  to  be  sudden 
and  unceremonious  in  express^ing  his  thanks  to  Co- 
lonel Lre — that  gratitude  was  apt  to  be  unmannerly — 
finally,  that  he  was  much  oldiged  to  Sir  Henr>'  for 
his  admonition;  and  that  quit  Woodstock  when  ha 
would,  *'  he  was  sure  to  leave  it  a  better  man  than 
he  came  there." 

His  speech  was  of  course  ostensibly  directed  to- 
wards the  fathir:  but  a>;lancc  at  Alice  assured  her 
that  she  had  a  full  share  in  the  con)pIiment. 

"I  fear,"  he  concluded,  addressing  Albert,  "that 
you  come  to  tell  us  our  stay  here  must  be  ver>'  short." 

"A  few  hours  only."  said  Albert— "just  enough  for 
ni>edf«it  rest  for  ourselves  and  our  horses.  1  have  pro- 
cured two  which  are  good  and  tried.  But  Doctor 
Rochecliffe  broke  faith  with  me.  I  expected  to  have 
met  some  one  down  at  Joceline's  hut,  wherel  left  the 
horses ;  and  finding  no  person.  1  was  delayed  an  hour 
in  littering  them  down  myself,  that  they  might  b« 
rend  v  for  to-morrow's  work— for  we  must  be  oiTbefbvi 
dav.'' 

'^'I— I— intended  to  have  sent  Tomkins— but— but" 
he.slated  the  Doctor,  "I" 

"The  round headKl  ra!*cal  was  drunk,  or  out  of  tha 
way,  I  presume,"  said  Albert.  "I  am  glad  of  it— you 
iiiav  easiiv  trust  him  too  far." 

"Hitherto  he  has  been  faithful,"  said  the  Doctor, 
"  and  I  scarce  think  he  will  fail  roe  now.  But  Joco- 
line  will  go  down  and  have  the  horses  in  readincsf  in 
the  morning." 

Jocehne's  countenance  was  usually  that  of  alacrity 
itself  in  a  case  extraordinary.  Now,  however,  ha 
seemed  to  hesitate. 

"  Vou  will  go  with  me  a  little  way.  Doctor?"  ha 
said,  as  he  edged  himself  closely  to  Rochecliffe. 

"How?  punpy,  fool,  and  blockhead,"  said  tha 
knight,  "  wouldst  thou  ask  Doctor  Rochecliffe  to  bea. 
thee  company  at  this  hour  7— Out,  hound  !  get  down 
to  the  kennel  yonder  instantly,  or  I  will  break  tha 
knave's  pate  of^thec." 

Joceline  looked  with  an  eye  of  agony  at  the  divine, 
as  if  entreating  him  to  interfere  in  his  behalf;  but  Just 
as  he  was  about  to  speak,  a  most  melancholy  howling 
arost*  at  the  hall-door,  and  a  dog  was  heard  scratching 
for  admittance. 

"  What  ails  Bevis  next  ?"  said  the  old  knight  **I 
think  this  must  be  AIl-Fools-day,  and  that  every  thing 
around  me  is  going  mad  1" 

The  same  sound  startled  Albert  and  Charles  from  a 
private  conference  in  which  they  had  engaged,  and 
Albert  ran  to  the  hall-door  lo  ciamine  personally  into 
the  cause  of  the  noise. 

"It  is  no  alarm,"  said  the  old  knight  to  Kemegay, 
"for  in  such  cases  the  dog's  bark  is  short,  sharp  and, 
furious.  These  long  howls  are  said  to  be  ominous.  It 
was  even  so  that  Bevis's  grandsirc  bayed  the  whole 
livelong  night  on  which  my  poor  father  died.  If  it 
comes  now  as  a  presage,  God  send  it  re{mrd  the  old 
and  useless,  not  the  young,  and  those  who  may  yat 
Bvrxe  king  and  country  I" 

I'he  dog  had  pushed  past  Colonel  Lee,  who  stood  a 
little  while  at  the  hall-door  to  listen  if  there  were  any 
thing  stirring  without,  while  Bevis  advanced  into  tha 
room  where  the  company  were  assembled,  bearing 
something  in  hismoutn,  and  exhibiting,  in  an  unusual 
degree,  that  sense  of  duty  and  interest  which  a  dog 
seems  to  show  when  he  thinks  he  has  the  charge  of 
something  important.  He  entered,  therefore,  droop- 
ing his  long  tail,  slouching  his  head  and,  eara,  and 
walking  with  the  statelv  yet  melancholy  dignity  of  a 
war-horse  at  his  master  s  funeral.  In  this  manner  ha 
paced  through  the  rixmi,  went  straight  up  to  Joceline^ 
who  had  been  regarding  him  with  astonish nicnt,  and 
uttering  a  short  and  melancholy  howl,  laid  at  h<a 
feet  the  object  which  he  bore  in  his  mouth.  JocelJia 
stoo(ied,  and  took  from  the  tloor  a  mairs  glove,  of  tha 
fashion  worn  by  the  tnKip^rs,  having  something  like 
the  old-iashionod  gaundet  prujeciiona  of  thick  kathiflr 
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trisiim  from  the  wrist,  which  go  half  way  up  to  the 
elboWf  and  secure  the  arm  against  a  cut  with  a 

{iword.  But  Joceline  had  no  sooner  looked  at  what 
n  itself  was  so  common  an  object,  than  he  dropped 
it  from  his  hand,  staggered  backward,  uttered  a  groan, 
and  nearly  fell  to  the  cround. 

"Now,  the  coward's  curse  be  upon  thee  for  an 
idiot !"  said  the  knight,  who  had  picked  up  the  glove, 
and  was  looking  at  it— "thou  snouldst  be  sent  back 
to  school,  and  nogged  till  the  craven's  blood  was 
switched  out  of  thee— What  dost  thou  look  at  but  a 
glove,  thou  base  poltron,  and  a  very  dirty  glove  too  7 
—Stay,  here  is  wnting— Joseph  Tomkins  7— why,  that 
is  the  roundheadeJ  fellow— I  wish  he  hath  not  come 
lo  some  mischief— for  this  is  not  dirt  on  the  cheve- 
ron,  but  blood— Bevis  may  have  bit  the  fellow,  and 
ret  the  dog  seemed  to  love  him  well  too— or  the  stag 
may  have  nurt  him— Out,  Joceline,  instantly,  and  see 
where  he  is— wind  your  bujle." 

"I  cannot  go,"  said  Johffe,  "unless"- and  again 
he  look^  pitoously  at  Doctor  Rochccliffe,  who  saw 
no  time  was  to  be  lost  in  appeasing  the  ranger's  ter- 
rors, as  his  ministry  was  most  needful  in  the  present 
circumstances.-"  Get  spade  and  mattock,"  he  whis- 
pered to  him,  "  and  a  dark,  lantern,  and  meet  me  in 
the  wilderness." 

Joceline  left  the  room ;  and  the  Doctor,  before  fol- 
lowing him,  had  a  few  words  of  explanation  with 
Colonel  Lee.  His  own  spirit,  far  from  being  dis- 
mayed on  the  occasion,  rather  rose  higher,  like  one 
whose  natural  element  was  intrigue  and  danger. 
"Here  hath  been  wild  work,"  he  said,  "since  you 

Sarted.  Tomkins  was  rude  to  the  wench  Phrpbe— 
,  oceline  and  he  had  a  brawl  together,  and  Tomkins 
is  lying  dead  in  the  thicket,  not  far  from  Rosamond's 
Well.  It  will  be  necessary  that  Joceline  and  I  go  di- 
rectly to  bury  the  body;  for  besides  that  some  one 
might  stumble  upon  it,  and  raise  an  alarm,  this  fel- 
low Joceline  will  never  be  fit  for  any  active  purpose  till 
it  is  under  ground.  Though  as  stout  as  a  lion,  the 
under-keeper  has  his  own  weak  side,  and  is  more 
afraid  of  a  dead  body  than  a  living  one.  When  do 
rou  propose  to  start  to-morrow  ?" 

**Dy  daybreak,  or  earlier,"  said  Colonel  Lee;  "but 
w©  will  meet  again— A  vessel  is  provided,  and  I  have 
relays  in  more  places  than  one— we  go  off  from  the 

coast  of  Sussex ;  and  I  am  to  get  a  letter  at , 

acquainting  me  precisely  with  the  spot." 

** Wherefore  not  go  off  instantly?"  inquired  the 
Doctor. 

"The  horses  would  fail  us,"  replied  Albert—"  they 
have  been  hard  ridden  to-day." 

"Adieu,"  said  Rochecliffe,  "I  must  to  my  task- 
Do  you  tnke  rest  and  repose  for  yours.— To  conceal  a 
alaughtercd  body,  and  convey  on  the  same  night  a 
king  from  danger  and  captivity,  are  two  feats  which 
have  fallen  to  tew  folks  save  myself;  but  let  me  not 
while  putting  on  my  harness,  boast  myself  as  if  I 
were  taking  it  off  after  a  victory."  So  saying,  he  left 
the  apartment,  and  muffling  himself  in  his  cloak, 
went  out  into  what  was  called  the  Wilderness. 

The  weather  was  a  raw  frost.  The  mist  lay  in  par- 
tial wreaths  upon  the  lower  grounds;  but  the  night, 
considering  that  the  heavenly  bodies  were  in  a  great 
measure  hidden  by  the  haze,  was  not  extremely  dark. 
Doctor  Rochecliffe  could  not,  however,  distinguish 
the  under-keeper,  until  he  had  hemmed  once  or  twice, 
when  Joceline  answered  the  signal  by  showing  a 
g[limpse  of  light  from  the  dark  lantern  which  he  ear- 
ned. Guided  by  this  intimation  of  his  presence,  the 
divine  found  him  leaning  against  a  buttress  which 
had  once  supported  a  terrace,  now  ruinous.  He  had 
a  pickaxe  and  shovel,  together  with  a  deer's  hide 
hanging  over  his  shoulder. 

"What  do  you  want  with  the  hide,  Joceline,"  said 
Dr  Rochecliffe,  "ihat  you  lumber  it  about  with  you 
on  such  an  errand  ?" 

"Why,  look  you,  Doctor,"  he  answered,  "it  is  as 
well  to  tell  you  all  about  it.  The  man  and  I— he  there 
—you  know  whom  I  moan— had  many  years  since  a 
oqarrel  about  this  deer.  For  though  we  were  gmat 
vit.'ndg^  and  Philip  was  sometimes  allowed  by  my 
master  8  permiaBion  to  help  me  in  mine  offvce,  ^eV  V  , 
auww,  fotaUUi^t,  Philip Uazeldine  was  aomaUmea  a 


trespasser.  The  deer-  stealers  wen'  very  bold  at  that 
time,  it  being  Just  before  the  breaking  out  of  the  war, 
when  men  were  becoming  unsettled— And  so  it 
chanced,  that  one  day,  in  the  Chas^  I  found  two  fel- 
lows, with  their  faces  blacked,  and  shirts  over  their 
clothes,  carrying  as  prime  a  buck  between  them  u 
any  was  in  the  park.  I  was  upon  them  in  the  instiot 
—one  escaped,  but  I  got  hold  of  the  other  fellow,  lod 
who  should  it  prove  to  be  but  trusty  Phil  Hazeldine! 
Well,  I  don't  know  whether  it  was  right  or  wrona  but 
he  was  mv  old  friend  and  pot-corapanion,  and  Itook 
his  word  K>r  amendment  in  future;  and  he  helped  me 
to  hang  up  the  deer  on  a  tree,  and  1  came  back  %vith  i 
horse  to  carry  him  to  the  Lodge,  and  tell  the  knisbt 
the  stor>',  all  but  Phil's  name.  But  the  rogues  had 
been  too  clever  fpr  me;  for  they  had  flayed  and 
dressed  the  deer,  and  quartered  him.  and  carried  him 
off,  and  left  the  hide  and  horns,  wiin  a  chime,  saying 

'  Tlie  hminch  to  ttiae. 

The  bmtt  to  me. 

The  hide  and  the  home  for  thm  keepei'e  fee.* 

And  thisi  knew  for  one  of  Phil's  mad  pranks,  that  be 
would  play  in  those  days  with  any  lad  in  the  countnr. 
But  1  was  so  nettled,  that  I  made  the  deer's  hide  be 
curried  and  dressed  by  a  tanner,  and  swore  that  it 
should  be  his  winding-sheet  or  mine,  and  though  I 
had  long  repented  my  rash  oath,  yet  now,  Doctor, 
you  see  what  it  has  come  to— though  I  forgot  it,  the 
devil  did  not." 

"It  was  a  very  wrong  thing  to  make  a  vow  so  an- 
ful,"  said  Rochecliffe ;  but  it  would  have  been  greatlr 
worse  had  you  endeavoured  to  keep  it.  Then-fore,  I 
bid  you  cheer  up,"  said  the  good  divine;  "for  in  thii 
unhanpy  case,  1  could  not  have  wished,  after  what  I 
have  heard  from  Phcebe  and  yourself,  that  you  should 
have  kept  your  hand  still,  though  I  may  regret  that 
the  blow  has  proved  fatal.  Nevertht^esa,  thou  hut 
done  even  that  which  was  done  by  the  great  and  vd- 
spired  legislator,  when  he  beheld  an  E^ptian  tyran- 
nizing over  a  Hebrew,  saving  that,  in  the  case  pre- 
sent, It  was  a  female,  when,  says  ilie  Septuagint, 
JPercussum  Egyptmm  absamdil  aabulo  ;  the  mean- 
inc  whereof  I  will  explain  to  you  another  time. 
Wherefore,  I  exhort  vpu,  not  to  grieve  beyond  met- 
sure;  for,  although  this  circumstance  is  unhappjrin 
time  and  place,  yet,  from  what  Phcebe  hath  infurmed 
me  of  yonder  wretch's  opinions,  it  is  much  to  be  re- 
gretted that  his  brains  had  not  been  beaten  out  in  bis 
cradle,  rather  than  that  he  had  grown  up  to  be  one 
of  those  Grindlestonians,  or  Mugsletoniana,  in  whom 
is  the  perfection  of  every  foul  and  blasphemous  here- 
sy, united  with  such  a  universal  practice  of  hypo- 
cntical  assentation,  as  would  deceive  their  master, 
even  Satan  himself." 

"  Neverthelbss,  sir,"  said  the  forester,  "  I  hope  yon 
will  bestow  some  of  the  service  of  the  church  on  tbif 
poor  man,  as  it  was  his  last  wish,  naming  you.  sir.  at 
the  same  time;  and  unless  this  were  done,  I  should 
scarce  dare  to  walk  out  in  the  dark  again,  for  my 
whole  life.'* 

"  Thou  art  a  silly  fellow— but  iC"  continued  ti»e 
Doctor,  "  he  named  me  as  he  departed,  and  desiml 
tlie  last  rites  of  the  church,  there  was,  it  may  be,  a 
turning  from  evil  and  a  seeking  to  good  even  m  hi« 
last  moments;  and  if  Heaven  granted  him  grace  u> 
form  a  prayer  so  fitting,  wherefore  should  man  lefuM 
it  7    All  I  fear  is  the  briefness  of  time." 

"Nay,  your  reverence  may  cut  the  serv^e  some- 
what short,"  said  Joceline ;  "  assuredly  he  doe»  d-jI 
deserve  the  whole  of  it ;  only  if  something  were  noi 
to  be  done.  I  believe  I  should  flee  the  country.  They 
were  his  last  words ;  and  methinks  he  sent  Bevii 
with  his  glove  to  put  me  in  mind  of  them." 

"  Out,  foal !— Do  you  think,"  said  the  Doctor, 
"dead  men  send  gauntlets  to  the  livine,  like  knights 
in  a  romance ;  or,  if  so,  would  they  choose  dogs  to 
carry  their  challenges?  I  tell  thee,  foot  the  cause 
was  natural  enough.  Bevieu  questing  about,  found 
the  body,  and  brought  the  glove  to  you  to  inumate 
where  it  was  Iving,  and  to  require  aasisUnoe;  foi 
such  is  the  high  instinct  of  thcae  animals  towardi 
one  in  peril." 

.     "  Nav^  if  vou  think  so,  Doctor,"  aaid  Joceline—"  sod, 
A  ^ou^^ikHiax  V  iBNB^  tM^|^^^^  Uiok  aa  interval  in  ttai 


Chap.  XXXD.] 


WOODSTOCK 


man-Hf  indeed  it  was  not  something  worse  in  the 
■hope  of  Bevis.  for  metiiought  hia  eyes  looked  wild 
and  fien'i  n»  if  "«  would  have  Bi>okin." 

As  he  talked  thus,  Jocciine  rathtT  hiinj;  back^  and, 
in  doinis  so,  displ^o^cd  the  Doctor,  who  exclaimed, 
*'  Come  alonjc  thou  lazy  lai;;^ard.— Art  thou  u  Foldier, 
and  a  brave  one,  and  so  much  afrnid  of  a  dead  man? 
—Thou  hast  killed  men  in  battle,  and  in  chaset  I  war- 
rant thee." 

"  Ay,  but  their  backs  were  to  me,"  said  Jocrline— 
*'I  never  saw  one  of  them  cast  b^ick  his  head,  and 
glare  at  me  as  vonder  fellow  did,  his  eve  retaining  a 
^ance  of  hatred,  mixetl  with  terror  and  reproach,  till 
It  became  fixed  like  a  jelly.  And  were  you  not  with 
me,  and  my  master's  concerns,  and  something  else, 
▼erv  deeply  at  stake.  I  promise  youl  would  not  again 
look  at  him  for  all  Woodstock. 

"You  must,  though."  said  the  Doctor^  suddenly 
pausing,—'*  for  here  is  the  place  where  he  lies!  Come 
nithcr  deep  into  the  copse— take  care  of  stumbling. 
Here  is  a  place  just  titling,  and  we  will  draw  the  briers 
over  the  grave  afterwards." 

As  the  Doctor  thus  issued  his  directions,  he  assisted 
also  in  the  execution  of  them ;  and  while  his  attend- 
ant laboured  to  dig  a  shnlluw  and  mit>shap(.'n  grave,  a 
task  which  the  state  of  the  soil,  (K'lplext^  with  roots, 
and  hnnlened  by  the  influence  of  the  frost,  rendered 
very  difficult,  the  divine  read  a  few  passages  out  of 
the  funeral  service,  partly  in  order  to  appease  the 
superstitious  terrors  of  Jocelinc.  and  partly  because 
he  held  it  matter  of  eons<*i?nce  not  to  deny  the 
church's  rites  to  ono  who  had  requested  their  aid  in 
extremity. 


CHAPTER  XXXII. 
Cue  7*.  caw  je,  on  with  jrour  vizards.— Henry  IV, 

The  company  whom  we  had  left  in  Victor  Lee  s 
parlour  were  about  to  separate  for  the  night,  and  had 
nsei!  to  take  a  formal  leave  of  each  other,  when  a  tap 
was  heard  at  the  hall-door.  Albert,  the  videtle  of  the 
party,  hastened  to  open  it,  enjoining,  as  he  left  the 
room,  the  rest  to  remain  quiet,  unni  lie  hud  ascer- 
tained the  cause  of  the  knocking.  When  he  gaine-d 
the  portal,  he  called  to  know  who  was  there,  and 
what  they  wantcti  at  so  late  an  hour. 

"It  is  only  me,"  answered  a  treble  voice. 

"And  what  is  your  name,  my  little  fellow?"  said 
Albert. 

"  Spitfire,  sir,"  replied  the  voice  without. 

"Spitfire?"  said  Albert. 

"Yes,  sir,"  rvpliwl  the  voice  ;  "all  the  world  calls 
me  so,  and  Coloiii  I  Everard  liinisilf.  liut  iny  name 
is  Spitial  for  all  that." 

"Colonel  Evtrard!  arrive  you  from  him?"  de- 
manded young  Lee. 

"  No,  sir ;  I  come,  sir,  from  Roger  \yildrake,  esnuirc, 
of  Sauniilesea-mere,  if  it  like  voii,"  ^aid  the  noy; 
"  ana  I  have  brought  a  token  to  Mistre^fts  L(^,  which 
I  am  to  give  into  her  own  hands,  if  you  would  but 
CKwn  ih"  dt)or,  sir.  and  let  me  m— hut  I  can  do  no- 
thing with  a  three  inch  board  t>eiwcen  us." 

"It  is  some  freak  of  that  drunken  rnkehell,"  said 
Albert,  in  a  low  voice,  to  his  sister,  who  had  crept  out 
after  him  on  tiptoe. 

"  Vei,  let  us  not  l>e  hasty  in  concluding  so,"  said  the 
young  lady ;  "at  this  moment  ihe  Itast  tritle  may  be 
•f  consequence.— What  token  has  Master  Wildrake 
jent  me,  my  little  boy  ?" 

"Nay,  nothing  very  vahinhle  neither,"  replitxi  the 
twy:  "but  he  was  m  anxious  yt)u  should  git  it,  that 
he  put  me  out  of  the  window  as  one  would  ehuek 
out  a  kitten,  that  I  might  not  be  stopiKii  by  the  m1- 
diers" 

"Hear  you  ?"  said  Alice  to  her  brother;  "undo  the 
gate,  for  God^s  sake." 

Her  brother,  to  w  horn  her  ftvlings  of  suspicion  were 
ht^w  sutiicicntly  eommunii.'iiiil,  oixiinl  the  gate  in 
haste,  and  admitted  the  Iniv.  whose  .'tpiieiirnnee,  not 
much  dis!<ijnuartothat  of  n  skiiintd  rai^hit  in  a  livfry, 
or  a  monkey  nt  a  fair,  would  at  urtoih.r  tune  have  fur- 
nisbetl  them  with  Hinusenienl.  'l*lii'  urehiii  iiK-t«sen2er 
aifered  ihehall,  making  several  odd  bows  and  couij^B, 


and  delivered  the  woodcock's  feather*  with  much  c»> 
reniony  to  the  young  lady,  asnuring  her  it  was  tha 
prize  Niir  had  won  iiroii  a  wager  about  hawking. 

"  I  prithee,  my  liifle  man,"  said  Albert,  "  was  yonf 
master  drunk  or  i^jber,  w  lu-n  he  sent  thtt;  all  this  way 
with  a  feather  at  this  time  of  niuht  7" 

"  With  reverence,  sir,"  said  the  boy.  "he  was  what 
he  calls  sol)er,  and  what  1  would  call  concerned  in 
liquor  for  any  other  person." 

"  Curse  on  the  drunken  coxcomb !"  said  Albcn.— 
"There  is  a  tester  for  ihee,  boy,  and  tell  thy  master 
to  break  his  jests  on  suitable  persons,  and  at  fitting 
times." 

"  Stay  yet  a  minute,"  exclaimed  Alice ;  "  we  muat 
not  go  too  fast— this  craves  wary  walking." 

"  A  feather,"  said  AlU-rt :  "  all  this  work  about  t 
feather!  Why,  Dr.  RoclieclifTe,  who  can  suck  intal- 
iigence  out  of  every  trifle  as  a  magpie  would  suck  an 
egg,  could  make  nothing  of  this." 

"Let  us  trv  what  we  can  do  without  him  then," 
said  Alice.  Then  addresaiug  herself  to  the  boy,—"  tto 
there  are  strangers  at  your  master's?" 

"  At  Colonel  Everard's,  madam,  which  is  the  saint 
thing,"  said  Spitfire. 

"And  what  manner  of  strongers,"  aaid  Alios; 
"  guests,  I  suppose  ?" 

"Ay,  mistress,"  said  the  boy,  "a  sort  of  guests  that 
make  theinsctlvt  s  welcome  wherever  they  come,  if 
they  nietu  not  a  welcome  from  their  landlord— soMiciib 
madam." 

"The  men  that  have  been  long  lying  at  Wood- 
stock?" said  Albert. 

"  No,  sir,"  said  Spitfire,  "  new  comers,  with  gallant 
bufi'-coats  and  steel  breast-plates;  and  their  com- 
mander—your honour  and  your  ladyship  never  saw 
such  a  man !— at  least  I  am  sure  Hdl  Spitfire  never 
did." 

"Was  he  tall  or  short?"  said  Albert,  now  much 
alarmed. 

"  Neither  one  nor  other,"  said  the  boy ;  "  stout  made^ 
with  slouching  shoulders ;  a  nose  large,  and  a  face  one 
would  not  like  to  say  No  to.  He  had  several  officen 
with  him.  I  saw  liim  but  fur  a  moment,  but  I  shall 
never  forpet  him  while  I  live." 

"You  are  right,"  said  Albert  Lee  to  his  sister,  pull- 
ing her  to  one  side,  "quite  right— the  Archfiend  him- 
self is  UDon  us!" 

"And  the  fi-ather,"  said  Alice,  whom  fear  had  ren- 
dered appn-hensiye  of  slight  tokens,  "means  flight— 
and  a  woodi^oek  is  a  bird  of  pa.«saKe." 

"You  have  hit  it,"  said  her  brotner;  "but  thetimt 
has  taken  us  cruelly  short.  Give  the  boy  a  trifle  more 
—nothing  that  can  excite  .^uspieion,  and  dismiss  him. 
I  must  summon  Rochccliire  and  JoceHne." 

He  went  accordingly,  but,  unable  to  find  thoie  \m 
sought,  he  rt'tiinuil  with  hasty  steps  to  the  parlour 
where,  in  his  character  of  Lcuis,  the  page  was  exer^ 
ing  himself  to  detain  the  old  knight,  wno^  while  lau^- 
in:;  at  the  tales  he  told  him,  was  anxious  to  go  to  MC 
what  was  passing  in  the  hall. 

"W^hat  is  the  matter.  Albert?"  said  the  old  mani 
"who  calls  at  the  Lodge  at  so  undue  an  hour  and 
wherefore  is  the  hall-door  opened  to  them?  I  will 
not  have  my  rules,  and  the  regulations  laid  down  for 
kc'cping  this  house,  bniken  through,  becaust^  1  am  old 
and  pi^or.  Why  answer  you  not  ?  why  ka-p  a  chatter- 
ine  with  Louis'  Kerneguy,  and  neither  of  you  all  tb« 
while  minding  what  Isay?— Dauphter  Alice,  have  yon 
sinso  and  civility  t  nough  to  .ell  me,  what  or  who 
it  is  that  is  admitted  here  contrary  lO  my  general  or- 
ders?" 

"  No  one,  sir."  rt^)lied  Alice ;  "  a  boy  ^roughta  me>- 
sage,  which  1  fear  is  an  alarming  one." 

*  On  •  ptrtirular  orcarion.  «  Itdr.  minpertinir.  br  ttie  pum^ 

of  a  horiy  uf  ipinnlii  Diitiueh  lior  9*XnVf.  that  tin*  arrt'it  of  bar 

nripitlMHir.  Patrirk  Homf  of  rniwnnh.  aniTwardii  flr»t  Eariuf 

Marrhinoiit,  Han  (li--i.'ii*>(i.  K<nt  tiiiii  a  ft-ailicr  tff  a  ^lirphMi 

h<iv.  Mhoiii  n\w  c1;iri-ii  not  tnijit  wilh  a  moit*  i*M>lirit  nitm^aja^ 

,  Dniifffr  lilinriicnM  ilii>  intfllorT,  anil  ihix  hint  wii»  tli*>  cftmnH>or^ 

.  meni  of  iliifii*  n>niniiii«*  iiilvmtiin'i.  wlilrh  ravr  GirFtl  Ijidf 

.  Murniv  tin'  innii-riii:4  fniiii  wlll^h^llf  roniinU'd  )i«r  arrtiuot  ol 

;  \\vx  frunitrailM-r'ri  i  •srrtiM',  puIiIifIii-O  by  Mr.  'I'himia*  Th«rBW.«, 
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"Tliere  is  only  f'-nr,  sir,"  enid  Albert,  ptoppina  for- 
wnrd,  "that  whcrcaB  wc  ihou^lil  to  hnv  stny»^(J  with 
fou  till  to-iiiurrow,  we  must  now  take  fart'wrllof  you 
to-nJJiht." 

"Not  «>.  brother,"  uniii  Alic<\  "yon  nuiHt  stay  ami 
aid  thr  <iffrnce  hrn — if  yuii  nnd  Mastir  Kprnt.-.mjy  are 
both  inlHS'ii.  (Ik;  piimuil  will  lMMii<(ratit,  and  proh.ihly 
■ucc4.'!<Rful ;  iMit  if  you  stay,  the  hiilintf-|)lBi''>fl  al>ou( 
this  hoiitie  will  take  H«)mc  liino  to  Pt^arcli.  You  can 
chaii;:i'  i:oats  with  Ki-rniyuy  too.'* 

"RiK^'t.  nohU;  wrnrh,    said  Albert;  "most  excel 
lent— yrH— I^oniB,  1  remain  as  KorncRuy,  you  lly  as 
yoimt;  Master  Li*<'." 

"I  raniiot  »'o  tlie  jiisriee  of  that,"  sa'.d  Charles. 

**  Nor  I  neither,"  Raid  thckniaht,  interft.riny.  "Men 
como  and  ru,  lay  schemes,  and  alter  them,  in  my 
hoiifie,  without  deigning  to  consult  me  I  And  who  is 
Master  KcrneKuy,  or  wliat  is  he  to  me,  that  my  mm 
must  stay  and  take  tlie  chance  of  mischief,  and  this 
your  Scotch  pape  is  to  escajK^  in  his  dress  7  I  will  have 
no  such  contrivance  carrieil  into  effect,  though  it  were 
the  finest  cobweb  that  was  ever  woven  in  Dr.  Rochc- 
cliffe's  brains.— I  wish  you  no  ill,  Louis;  thou  art  a 
lively  boy;  but  I  have  been  somewhat  too  lightly 
treated  in  this,  man." 

"I  am  fully  of  your  opinion.  Sir  Henry,"  replied 
the  person  wliom  he  address^Ki.  "You  have  been, 
indeed,  repaid  for  your  hospitality  by  want  of  that  con- 
fldencxi,  which  could  never  have  been  so  justly  re- 
posed. But  the  moment  is  come,  when  I  must  say  in 
in  a  wonl^  I  am  that  unfortunate  Charles  Stewart, 
whose  lot  It  has  been  to  become  the  cause  of  ruin  to  his 
bcs:  friends,  and  whose  present  residence  in  your 
fimily  threatens  to  bring  destruction  to  you,  and  all 
around  you." 

"Master  Louis  Keme;;uy,"  said  the  knight  very 
angrily,  "  I  will  teach  you  to  choose  the  subjects  of 
your  mirth  better  when  you  address  them  to  me ;  and, 
moreover,  very  little  provocation  would  make  me  de- 
sire to  have  an  ounce  or  two  of  that  malapert  blood 
from  you." 

"  Be  still,  sir,  for  Grodsake  I"  said  Albert  to  his  fa- 
ther. "This  is  indeed  the  Kino;  and  such  is  the 
danger  of  his  person,  that  every  moment  we  waste 
may  bring  round  a  fatal  catastrophe." 

"Good  God!"  said  the  father,  clasping  his  hands 
together,  and  about  to  drop  on  his  knt>es,  "has  my 
earnest  wish  been  accomplished !  and  is  it  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  make  me  pray  it  had  never  taken  place !" 

He  then  attempted  to  bend  his  knee  to  the  King- 
kissed  his  hand,  while  iar^  tears  trickled  from  iiis 
•yes— then  said,  "  Pardon,  my  Lord— your  Majt^sty,  I 
mean— permit  me  to  sit  in  your  presence  but  one  in- 
stant till  my  bloo<l  beats  more  freely,  and  then" 

Charles  raised  his  ancient  and  faithful  subject  from 
the  ground ;  and  even  in  that  moment  of  fear  and 
anxiety  and  danger,  insisted  on  leading  him  to  his 
■eat.  upon  which  he  sunk  in  apparent  exhaustion,  his 
head  drooping  upon  his  long  white  beard,  and  big  un- 
eonscious  tears  mingling  with  its  silver  hairs.  Alice 
and  Albert  remained  with  the  King,  arguing  and  urg- 
mg  his  instant  departure. 

^The  horses  are  at  the  under-keeper  s  hut,"  said 
Albert,  "and  the  relays  only  eighteen  or  twenty  miles 
ofl*.    If  the  horses  can  but  carry  you  so  far** 

"Will  you  not  rather,"  interrupted  Alice,  "trust  to 
the  concealments  of  this  place,  so  numerous  and  so 
well  tried— RocheclifTe's  apartments,  and  the  yet  far- 
ther places  of  ser-rocy?" 

"Alas !"  said  Albert,  "  I  know  them  only  by  name. 
My  father  was  sworn  to  confide  them  to  but  one 
man,  and  he  had  chosen  Rochecliff'e." 

"I  prefer  taking^ the  field  to  any  hiding-hole  in 
England,"  said  the  King.  "Could  I  butfimimy  way 
to  this  hut  where  the  horses  are,  I  would  try  what 
arguments  whip  and  spur  could  use  to  get  them  to 
the  rendezvous,  where  I  am  to  meet  Sir  Thomas  Ac- 
laad  and  fresh  cattle.  Come  with  me.  Colonel  Lee, 
■nd  let  lis  nm  for  it.    The  roundheads  have  beat  us 

fi  battle;  but  if  it  come  to  a  walk  or  a  race,  I  think 
can  tfhow  which  has  the  best  mettle." 
"But  then,"  said  Albert,  "we  lose  all  the  time 
which  may  otherwise  be  gained  by  the  defence  of 
W  Jboua^— ieaviug  none  here  but  ny  poor  father,  in- 


cai»nble  from  his  state  of  doing  any  thing;  and  you 
will  \x.'  instantly  pursued  by  Iresh  nomes,  whilrooure 
are  unfit  for  the  road.— Ob,  where  is  the  villain  Jooe- 
Im.  1" 

"What  can  have  become  of  Doctor  RochdiffeT' 
sai'l  Ahci*;  "ii^  (hat  is  k)  read v  with  advice — where 
can  tiifv  be  gone  7  Oh,  if  luy  father  could  but  rouse 
hini««^lf!'' 

"^'our  father  i>  roused,"  said  Sir  Henr>%  rising  and 
srtpfiin:;  \\\)  to  ilieiii  with  all  the  ciuri'y  of  full  man- 
hood rn  his  eountenance  and  nuitiiin*— "  I  did  but 
gather  riiy  thoiigiits— for  whtn  did  tiiere  fail  a  Lee 
whi'n  his  King  nutletl  counsrl  or  aid  ?"  He  then  be- 
gan to  Hivak,  with  the  ready  and  distinct  utterance  of  a 
geiieml  at  the  head  of  an  army,  ordering  tvi-ry  motion 
for  attai'k  and  def^'nee — unmovtxi  himself,  and  his 
own  enertr>'  <'orniM'lling  ouo<lience,  and  that  cheerful 
obedij:iU'e,  iVom  all  who  hi'ard  him.  "Daughter,"  he 
sai<l,  "  beat  nr»  dame  Jelli<*ot— Let  Plni»be  n*<€,  if  she 
wer»?  dying,  and  secure  doors  and  windows." 

"That  hath  b<'«n  done  regularly  since- we  hare 
been  thus  far  honoured,"  said  bis  dau;;!iter,  looking 
at  the  King,--"\tt,  let  them  go  throu:»h  the  cham- 
bers once  inore.^'  And  Alice  retinti  to  give  th©o^ 
ders.  and  presently  retununi. 

The  old  knight  proccided,  in  the  same  deckicd  tone 
of  promptitude  and  despatch—"  Which  is  your  first 
stage?" 

"Grav's— Rothebur>',  by  Henley,  where  Sir  Tho- 
mas .'Icland  and  young  Knolles  are  to  have  horses  in 
readines.'*,"  nairl  Albert ;  *'  Ihji  iiow  to  get  tJicre  with 
onr  weary  cattle!' 

"  Trust  me  for  that,"  said  the  knight ;  nnd  proceed- 
ing with  the  sam*'  tone  of  authority—"  Vour  Maw«ty 
must  instantly  to  Joceline's  lodgr.-,".he  said,  "'tnere 
are  your  horses  nnd  your  means  of  fllirlit.  The  secret 
places  of  this  house,  well  manapiti,  will  ke^p  the 
n.'lH'l  docs  in  blay  two  or  three  hourfe  go<Ni— Roche- 
cliHeis,  I  f(>ar,  kidnapped,  and  his  Independent  hath 
betrayed  him— Would  I  had  judged  the  villain  better! 
I  would  have  struck  him  throu^h  at  one  uf  our  triala 
of  fence,  with  an  mibattd  weapon,  as  Will  says.— 
Rut  for  your  guide  whtn  on  horseback,  half  a  how- 
shot  from  Joceline's  hut  is  that  of  old  Martin  the  ver- 
durer ;  he  is  a  score  of  years  older  than  1,  hut  as  fresh 
as  an  old  oak- heat  up  his  quarters,  and  let  him  nde 
with  you  for  death  and  life.  He  will  guide  you  to 
yoiu*  relay,  fur  no  fox  that  ever  earthed  in  the  Chase 
knows  the  counir>'  so  well  for  s»'ven  leagues  around." 

"Ex<'elleni,  my  dearest  father,  excellent,"  said  Al- 
bert ;  "I  had  forgot  Martin  the  verdurvr." 

"Young  men  forget  all,"  answered  the  knight— 
"Afas,  that  the  limbs  should  fail,  when  the  bead 
which  can  be^t  direct  them— is  come  perhaps  to  iu 
wisest !" 

"  But  the  tinxl  horses,"  said  the  King—"  could  we 
not  get  fresh  cattle  ?" 

"Impossible  at  this  time  of  night,"  answered  Sir 
Henry;  "but  tired  horses  mav  do  much  with  care 
and  looking  to."  Ho  went  hastily  to  the  cabinet 
which  stood  in  one  of  the  oriel  windows,  and  searched 
for  something  in  the  drawers,  pulling  out  one  ajfier 
another. 

.  "  VVe  lose  time,  father,"  said  Albert,  afraid  that  the 
intelligence  and  iHiergy  which  the  old  man  displayed 
had  been  but  a  temporary  flash  of  the  lamp,  which 
was  about  to  relapse  into  evening  twilight. 

"Go  to,  sir  Boy,"  said  his  father,  sharply;  "is  it  for 
thee  to  tax  me  in  this  presence !— Know,  that  were  the 
whole  roundheads  that  are  out  of  hell  in  prt>sent  as- 
semblage round  Woo<istock,  I  could  aena  away  the 
Royal  Hoiw  of  England  by  a  way  that  the  wistat  of 
them  could  never  guess.— Alice,  my  lovi>,  ask  noquea- 
tiona,  but  speed  to  the  kitchen,  and  fetch  a  slice  or  two 
of  beef,  or  Mtterof  veniaon ;  cut  them  long,  and  thin, 
d'ye  mark  me" 

"  This  is  wandering  of  the  mind,"  said  A!bcrc 
apart  to  the  King.  "We  do  him  wrong,  and  yiiar 
Majesty  harm,  to  listen  to  him." 

'T  think  otherwise,"  said  Alice,  "and  I  know  my 
father  l^etter  than  you."  So  saying,  shclell  iheroam, 
to  fulfil  her  father's  orders. 

"  1  think  so,  too,"  said  Charles—"  in  Scotland,  the 
Presbyterian  miuistunn  when   thundering  in  their 
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pulpits  on  my  own  sins  and  thoM*  of  my  housr,  took 
the  frfi-dom  lo  mil  me  to  my  fare  JirolKinin,  orRtho- 
boniii,ur  Huinr  such  iinmc,  for  followin;;  th(  advice  of 
youn?  counJHllorp— Odci*»fi?li,  I  will  take  thai  of  tlu 
grhUHard  for  once,  for  ncvir  saw  I  mor«  shanmci^s 
anu  (ii-cifion  thau  in  (he  countenance  of  thut  noble 
old  man." 

l\y  this  time  Sir  Henry  hod  found  what  he  was 
seeking.  "  In  this  tin  box."  he  said,  "  are  six  balls 
prcpartd  of  the  most  cordial  spices,  mixed  wiih  medi- 
caments of  the  choicest  and  most  invigorating  quality. 
Given  from  hour  lo  hour,  wrapt  in  n  cuverinj;  of  good 
beef  or  venison,  a  horse  of  spirit  will  not  flag  for  five 
hours,  at  the  spccil  of  fifteen  miU  s  an  hour ;  and, 
pUast-  (UkU  the  fourth  of  the  time  i)Iace8  your  Majesty 
m  saff  ty— what  remains  may  be  useful  on  some  future 
occasion.  Martin  knows  how  to  administtr  them; 
and  Albert's  weary  cattle  shall  be  ready,  if  walked 
gentlv  for  (en  minutes,  in  running  to  devour  the  way, 
as  old  Will  says— nay,  waste  no  tinje  in  speech,  your 
Majesty  does  mc  but  too  much  honour  in  using  what 
is  your  own.— Now,  see  if  the  coast  is  clear,  Albert, 
and  let  his  3Iaiesiy  set  off  instantly— We  will  play 
our  parts  but  ill,  if  any  take  the  chase  after  him  for 
these  two  hours  (hat  are  between  ni^ht  and  day— 
— Change  drosses,  as  you  proposed,  in  yonder  slwp- 
ine  apartment— somethinu  may  be  made  of  that  t»)o." 

**Bui.  good  Sir  Ilenrj,"  said  the  King,  "your  zeal 
ovcrlof^ks  a  principal  point.  I  have,  indeeti,  come 
from  the  under-keeper*8  hut  you  mention  to  this  place, 
but  it  was  by  dayliglit,  and  under  guidance — I  shall 
never  find  my  way  thither  in  utter  darkness,  and 
without  a  guide— I  fear  you  nmst  let  the  Colonel  go 
with  nic ;  and  1  entreat  and  command,  you  will  put 
yot}T»elf  to  no  trouble  or  risk  to  defend  the  house- 
only  make  what  delay  you  can  in  showing  its  secret 
recessr-8." 

"  Rtly  on  me,  my  royal  and  lirge  Sovcnign."  soid 
i^'iT  Ilenrv,  "but  Albert  must  reman  here,  and  Alice 
shall  giiiae  your  Majesty  to  Joceline.'s  hut  in  his 
Birad.' 

**  Alice  !"  said  CharleSj  stepping  hack  in  surprisr*— 
*' why,  it  is  dark  night -and— and— nn<l— '  He 
glanc'ii  his  eye  toward.s  Alice.  \%ho  had  by  this  time 
retumtil  to  flu-  apartment,  and  saw  doubt  and  appre- 
hension in  h^rlook;  an  mtmiation,  that  the  resi-rve 
under  which  he  had  plaeeti  his  disjiusition  for  gul- 
Ifintry,  since  thenioriiiimof  tIiopr(ip«;>H<l  <lurl,  had  not 
altogether  (.ff'aeul  the  reeolliction  of  his  previous  con- 
duet.  He  hasteui'd  to  put  a  strong  negiilive  upon  a 
pn'iM>=nl  whirh  appearetl  so  much  totinharraas  her. 

It  is  iinpDSsihle  for  me,  indeed.  Sir  Henry,  lo  use 
Alice's  .•*ervi<'e3— I  must  walk  as  if  bloodhounds  were 
at  n»y  IneN." 

".Alice  shall  trip  it,"  said  the  knight,  "with  any 
wfneh  in  0.\fnrdshire  j  and  what  would  vour  Ma- 
jts'v's  best  Si>eed  avail,  if  you  knew  not  tuu  way  to 
gi)  ; ' 

"Nay,  nav,  Sir  Henr\',"  continu**d  thriving,  "the 
night  is  too  dark— we  fctuy  too  long— I  wdl  find  it 
niys  If." 

"  l.<i<(i  no  Umo  in  exchanging  your  dress  wiih 
Alh«rt,"said  Sij  II«nry -"leave  me  to  take  care  of 
the  n  .«•!.'' 

Charles^  still  inclinr^l  to  exnoslulatc,  withdrew. 
however,  iii'o  Mir  ai-artnii'iit  wli«re  yt»i'iig  Lee  and 
ho  wi  n-  to  e.xcliMiD^i  eloilus;  w  liile  Si'r  Henry  sn;<l  to 
his  dnii'^liter.  '  (i.  t  flu,-  q  iloak,  wench,  and  I'Ut  on 
thy  ihirki  si  sIhms.  TIi-mi  iiiii^hlrst  have  ridden  Pixie, 
but  he  i^  soiin  tiling  .'^I'ir.ltd,  and  thou  art  a  timid 
bo rse Will  11. -in,  mu\  i.vi  r  wi.r:  .-Hi— the  only  weakness  I 
bavi  known  nl"  like." 

"  lii:f.  iii\  iM'li'T,"  siiid  Alice,  fixinc  her  eyes  very 
earm  -"fly  on  Sir  11.  nry's  .Oie- ,  "must  J  really  iio  nloiie 
Willi  i!.«'  Kin:;  .'  imgii't  nut  PIudLl,  or  dame  Jelhcol, 
^o  witli  u-»  ?" 

"  N(»— no- n<.»,"  an.'--werr.d  Sir  Henry ;"  Phn-bo, 
the  silly  slut,  luis,  as  ytui  well  know,  been  in  Hi'*  to- 
jii^lsi,  ami  !  ijk*-  it.  s'leli  a  walk  os  yoii  must  inke  is 
Iif)  elinrm  lor  hj.-!:rus  Dnnie  Jeliicot  l:nl'hl<  s  as 
felitw  ii."  a  lii.»k«  n-\\inii«  d  mare— liesides.  In  r  dejifne^.'*, 
wer.-  !l;i:»-  u.  i:i-iiin  to  .«|i!  iik  lo  lur-  .\o-jio-yon 
:)ha!l  L-n  :i!<<:j-  :in>l  entitle  yoursf^If  to  have  it  written 
p-n  voiir  tunih, '  litre  lies  she  who  sivcd  the  King  !'— 


And,  hark  yon,  do  not  think  of  returning  to-night,  but 
slay  at  the  \eninrrr's  with  his  niece— the  Park  and 
Chase  will  shortly  be  filled  wiih  our  i  lu  niies.  and 
whaicv(  r  chances  lure  you  will  Uarn  early  enough  in 
the  morning." 

"And  what  is  it  I  may  then  loam?"  said  Alice— 
"Alas,  who  can  iril  7—0,  d«:insi  father,  let  me  atay 
and  share  your  fate!  I  will  pull  otV  the  timorous  wo- 
man, and  fight  for  the  King,  if  it  be  necessary.  But— 
I  cannot  think  of  becoming  his  only  aiteiMlantin  the 
dark  night,  and  through  a  road  so  lonely." 

"How!"  said  the  knight,  raising  his  voice?  "do 
}'on  bring  ceremonious  and  silly  scruples  lorward. 
when  the  King's  .vnfeiy,  nay,  his  life,  is  at  stake 7  By 
thi.«i  mark  of  loyalty,"  stroking  hii*  ^ray  heard  as  he 
spoke,  "  could  I  think  thou  wert  other  ilian  becomes 
a  daughter  of  the  house  of  Lee,  I  would" 

At  this  moment  the  King  and  Albert  interrupted 
him  by  entering  the  apartment,  having  exchanged 
drosses,  and,  from  their  stature,  bearing  somt  resem- 
blance to  each  other,  though  Charles  was  evidently  a 
plain,  and  Lee  a  handsome  young  man.    Their  com- 

filexions  were  different ;  hut  the  difference  could  not 
)e  imnu-diately  noticed,  Albert  having  adopted  a  black 
{lenike,  and  darkened  his  eyebrows. 

Albert  Lee  walked  out  to  the  front  of  the  mansion, 
to  give  one  turn  around  the  Lodge,  in  order  to  discover 
in  what  direction  any  enemies  inight  be  appn>aching| 
that  they  might  judge  of  the  road  which  it  was 
safest  for  tlie  royal  fugitive  to  adoyit.  Mean  while  the 
King:  who  was  first  in  entering  the  apartment,  had 
heard  a  part  of  the  angr>'  answer  which  the  old  knight 
made  to  his  daughter,  and  wus  at  no  loss  to  gueae 
the  subject  of  his  n  si-nimcnt.  He  walked  up  (o  him 
with  the  dignity  which  he  perfectly  knew  to  assume 
when  he  cho.se  it. 

"  Sir  Henry,"  he  said.  "  it  is  our  pleasure,  nay  our 
command,  that  you  forbear  all  exertion  of  paternal 
authority  in  this  matter.  Mistress  Alice,  I  am  sure^ 
must  have  good  and  strong  reasons  for  what  »he 
wishes ;  and  I  should  never  pardon  myself  were 
she  placed  in  an  unpleasant  situation  on  my  account. 
I  am  too  well  actiunintcd  with  woods  and  wilder- 
ness<  s  to  fi.ar  losing  my  way  among  my  native  oaks 
of  W«)odsto«k." 

"Votir  Majesty  shall  not  incur  the  danger,"  said 
Alice,  her  temporary  hesitation  cniin  ly  removed  by 
the  calm,  clear,  and  candid  manner  in  which  Charles 
uttered  these  lost  words.  "You  shall  run  no  risk 
that  I  con  prevent ;  and  the  unhappy  chances  of  the 
timcH  in  which  I  have  lived  hove  from  exiK-rience 
made  the  forest  as  well  known  to  me  by  night  as  by 
day.  So,  if  you  scorn  not  my  company,  let  ua  away 
instantly." 

"If  your  company  is  given  with  good-will,  I  accept 
it  with  gratitude,"  replied  the  monarch. 

"Willinirly."  she  snid,  "most  willingly.  I^t  me  be 
one  of  the  fir.-^t  to  show  that  zeal  and  that  confidence, 
whieh  I  tru.-'t  all  Kngland  will  one  day  emuloualy 
display  in  behalf  of  your  Majesty." 

She  uttered  these  words  with  an  nincrity  of  spirit, 
and  made  the  trifling  change  of  habit  with  a  s^ieed 
and  dexterity,  which  showed  that  all  her  fears  were 
gone,  and  that  her  htart  was  entirely  in  the  mission 
oil  wliich  her  father  had  d<  spatched  her. 

"All  is  safe  around,"  said  Albert  Leo,  showinff  hi 
s»'lf ;  "  you  may  take  which  passage  you  will— 
most  private  is  the  best." 

C'harles  went  gracefully  up  to  Sir  HtnryLeeo^e 

his  departure,  and  took  hfm  by  the  hand.— "I  am  loo 

I  proud  to  make  pn)fessions,"  lie  said,  "  whi»'h  I  may 

'  be  too  i^ior  ever  to  n  alize.     But  while  Charles  Siew- 

•irt  lives,  he  lives  the  obliged  and  indebted  debtor  of 

Sir  Henry  Lee." 

"  Say  not  so,  niease  your  Maje*siy,  say  not  so,"  ex 
claimed  the  old  man.  Htrugg.'ing  with  the  liysrerical 
Hibs  u  hieli  rose  to  his  throat.  "  Hu  who  miuht  claim 
all,  cannot  lMx:onic  imlebled  by  accepting  ^u me  small 
part.'"' 

"Karewell,  goo<l  fnend,  fan  well  !"  said  the  King, 
"think  of  nil-  us  a  son.  a  breither  lo  Alheri  and  to 
Alice',  who  are,  I  .""ee.  alre>adv  impiitienl.  Uive  iiic  a 
father's  bkHfing,  and  lit  me-  he  g<ne." 

"The  God,  through  whom  kings  reign,  blesa  voor 


im- 
tbe 


WOODSTOCK. 


[Chap.  XXZm. 


Majesty."  said  Sir  Henry,  kneeling  and  tumiog  his 
reverend  fiice  nnd  clasped  hands  up  to  Heaven — 
"The  Lord  of  Hosts  bless  you,  and  save  your  Ma- 
Jfsly  from  your  present  dangers,  and  bring  you  in  his 
own  good  time  to  the  safe  possession  of  the  crown 
thatLH  vonr  due!" 

Charles  received  his  blessing  like  that  of  a  father, 
and  Alice  and  he  departed  on  their  journey. 

As  they  left  the  apartment,  the  old  knight  let  his 
hands  sink  gently  as  he  concluded  this  fervent  ejacu- 
lation, his  head  sinking  at  the  same  time.  His  son 
dared  not  disturb  his  meditation,  yet  feared  the  strength 
of  his  feelings  misht  overcome  that  of  his  constitution, 
and  that  he  mient  fall  into  a  swoon.  At  length,  he 
?En lured  to  approach  aud  grntUtolly  touch  him.  The 
old  kni^^t  etarted  In  hia  feet,  nnd  was  at  once  the 

Krae  alert,  ucEive-minded,  forecOBtiti^ director,  which 
had  shown  himself  a  little  befor*?- 

"You  are  righLf  boy ''  he  snid,  "we  must  be  up 
and  f\fima.  They  lie,  th?  roirndheaHiHl  traitors,  that 
eall  him  diseolutr  atid  worthless !  He  hath  feelings 
trorthy  the  son  of  the  blesstii  MartjT.  You  saw, 
C^fn  in  the  cxtremiiy  of  f^anger,  he  wnuld  have  pe- 
lilled  his  safety,  rather  than  take  Ahce's  guidance, 
when  the  silly  wench  seemed  in  doubt  about  going. 
Profligacy  is  miensely  selfish,  and  thinks  not  of  the 
feelings  of  others.  But  hast  thou  drawn  bolt  nnd 
bar  alter  them  7  I  vow  I  scarce  saw  when  they  left 
the  hall." 

"  I  let  them  out  at  the  little  postern,"  said  the  Col- 
onel; *'and  when  I  returned,  I  was  afraid  I  had 
fiNind  you  ill." 

"Joy,  joy,  only  joy,  Albert— I  cannot  allow  a  thought 
of  doubt  to  cross  my  breast.  God  will  not  desert  the 
descendant  of  a  hundred  kings— the  rightful  Heir 
will  not  be  given  up  to  the  ruffians.  There  was  a  tear 
in  his  ej'e  as  he  took  leave  of  me— I  am  sure  of  it. 
Wouldsi  not  die  for  him,  boy?" 

"  If  I  lay  my  life  down  for  him  to-night,"  said  Al- 
bert, "  I  would  only  regret  it,  because  I  should  not 
hear  of  his  escape  to-morrow." 

"Well,  let  us  to  this  pear,"  said  theknighl;  "think'st 
thou  that  thou  know'st  enough  of  his  manner,  clad 
as  thou  art  in  his  dress,  to  induce  the  women  to  be- 
lieve thee  to  be  the  pase  Kemeguy  ?" 

"Umph,"  replied  Alb<;rt,  "it  is  not  easy  to  bear  out 
a  personification  of  the  King,  when  women  are  in  the 
ease.  But  there  is  only  a  very  little  light  below,  and 
I  can  try." 

"Do  so  instantly,"  said  his  father;  "theknavea 
will  be  here  presently." 

Albert  accordingly  left  the  apartment,  while  the 
knight  continued—  If  the  women  be  actually  persua- 
ded that  Kcmeguy  is  still  here,  it  will  ndd  strength  to 
my  plot- the  l>eaglea  will  open  on  a  false  scent,  and 
the  royal  stag  be  safe  in  cover  ere  they  regain  the 
alotof  him.  Then  to  draw  them  on  from  hiding- 
place  to  hiding-place!  Why,  the  east  will  be  gray 
before  they  have  sought  the  half  of  them  I— Yea,  I 
will  play  at  bob-cherry  with  them,  hold  the  bait  to 
their  nose  which  they  are  never  to  gorge  upon  ! 
I  will  drag  a  trail  for  them  which  will  take  them 
aome  time  to  puzzle  out.— But  at  what  cost  do  I  do 
this?"  continued  the  old  knight,  iniemipting  his  own 
foyous  soliloquy— "Oh,  Absalom,  Absalom,  my  son! 
my  scm !— But  let  him  go ;  he  can  but  die  as  his  fath- 
ers have  die<l,  and  in  the  cau8e  for  which  they  lived. 
But  he  comes— Hush !— Albert,  hast  thou  succeeded  ? 
hast  thou  taken  royalty  upon  thee  so  as  to  pass 
current  ?" 

"(  have,  sir,"  replied  Albert ;  "the  women  will 
awear  tt.at  Louis  Kemeguy  was  in  the  house  this 
?ery  last  minute." 

'  RiKlit,  for  they  are  good  and  faithful  creatures," 
aaid  the  knighi,  "^ond  would  swear  what  was  for  his 
Majesty's  safety  nt  am'  rate :  yet  they  will  do  it  with 
more  nature  and  enect.  if  ihey  believe  they  are 
aweanng  inirh.- How  didst  thou  impress  the  deceit 
opon  them  7" 

"  By  a  trifling  adoption  of  the  royal  manner,  sir, 
not  worth  mentioning." 

"Out  rogue!"  replied  the  knight.  "I  f«?ar  the 
Ainsrs  eharurtoT  will  .sufler  under  youTmwmnxo.Tv." 


utter  aloud-"  were  I  to  (bllow  the  example  ckjse  ois 
I  know  whose  character  would  be  in  the  greatest 
dancer." 

"Well,  now  we  must  adjust  the  defence  of  the 
outworks,  the  signals,  dtc.  betwixt  us  both,  and  the 
best  way  to  bame  the  enemy  for  the  longest  time 
possible.  He  then  again  had  recourse  to  the  seatt 
drawers  of  his  cabinet,  and  pulled  out  a  piece  ol 
parchment,  on  which  was  a  plan.    "This,"  saui  be 

is  a  scheme  of  the  citadel,  as  I  call  it,  which  may 
hold  out  long  enough  after  you  have  bei'n  fumd  to 
evacuate  the  places  of  retreat  you  ore  already  oc- 

Suainted  with.  The  ning»T  was  always  sworn  to 
eep  this  plan  secret,  save  from  one  person  only,  in 
case  of  sudden  death,— Let  us  ail  down  and  study  it 
together." 

They  accordinglv  adjusted  their  measures  in  i 
manner  which  wifl  better  show  itself  from  what 
afterwards  took  place,  than  were  we  to  slate  the 
various  schemes  which  they  riroposed,  and  provieioQi 
made  against  events  that  uicf  not  arrive. 

At  length  young  Lee,  arnic-d  and  providrtl  with 
some  food  and  liquor,  took  leave  of  his  father,  and 
went  and  shut  himwlf  up  in  Victor  Lee's  apartment, 
from  which  was  an  opening  to  the  Inliynnth  of 
private  apartments,  or  hidmg-plnccs,  that  hid  serri'd 
the  assi>ciates  so  well  in  the  fantastic  tricks  nhith 
they  had  plnyed  off  at  the  ex{M:n6c  of  the  Comnu^ 
sioncrs  of  the  Commonwealth. 

"I  trust,"  said  Sir  Henry,  sitting  down  by  his 
desk,  after  having  taken  a  tender  farewell  of  his  sun. 
"  that  Rocheclifl*e  has  not  blabbed  out  the  secrci  of 
the  plot  to  yonder  fellow  Tomkins,  who  was  nu 
unlikely  to  prate  of  it  out  of  school.— But  here  am  f 
seated- perhaps  for  the  last  time,  with  my  Bible  uo 
the  one  hand,  and  old  Will  on  the  other,  prepared, 
thank  C5od,  to  die  as  I  have  lived.— I  marvi-I  they 
come  not  yet."  be  said,  after  waiting  for  some  time- 
"I  always  Uiought  the  devil  had  a  smarter  spar  to 
give  his  agents,  when  they  were  upon  his  ov^n  spe- 
cial service." 


CHAPTER  XXIIL 

But,  aee,  hit  fkro  ii  black,  and  full  of  blood: 

Hi*  p)-(>bBll«  fiirther  out  than  witen  he  In-ed, 

Btariiur  Aill  fliHstly  like  a  ttranf led  man  : 

Hia  hair  uprear'd,  hiinoittnla  vtreich'd  with  stracfliaf ; 

Hia  liandM  abroaa  diaplay'd,  at  oiia  who  rraip'd 

And  lufff'd  for  Me,  but  waa  by  atreneth  Mibduf.>d. 

Henry  IT  Part  IL 
Had  those  whose  unpleasant  visit  Sir  Henry  ex- 
pected come  straight  to  the  Lodge,  instead  of  stayini; 
for  three  hours  at  Woodstock,  they  would  have 
secured  their  prey.  But  the  Familist,  partly  to  pr»- 
venl  the  King's  escape,  partly  to  render  hunsilf  of 
more  importance  in  the  affair,  had  represented  ihe 
party  at  the  Lodge  as  being  constantly  on  the  alt-rt, 
and  had  therefore  inculcatetl  upon  Cromwell  ihe 
necessity  of  his  remaining  quiet  until  he  (Tomkin«j 
should  appear  to  give  him  notice  that  the  household 
were  reared  to  rest.  On  this  condition  he  undertook, 
not  only  to  discover  the  apartment  in  which  the  un- 
fortunate Charles  slept,  but,  if  possible,  to  tind  some 
mode  of  fastening  the  door  on  the  outsiae,  so  as  to  rea- 
der flight  impossible.  He  had  also  promisfd  to  seiuit 
the  key  of  a  postern,  by  which  the  s^^ildiers  might  be 
admitted  into  the  house  without  exciting  alarm.  Nav, 
the  matter  might,  by  means  of  his  local  knowktjfc, 
be  managed,  as  he  represented  it,  with  such  security. 
that  he  would  undertake  to  place  his  Excelknc>-,  or 
whomsoever  he  might  appoint  for  the  aer^'ice,  by  the 
side  of  Charles  Siewari's  bed,  ere  he  had  slepi 
ofl*  the  Inst  night's  clan>t.  Above  all,  he  had  stated, 
that,  from  the  style  of  the  old  house,  there  wti« 
many  passages  and  posterns  which  must  bexare&lly 
giiarded,  before  the  least  alarm  was  caught  by  those 
within,  otherwise  the  success  of  the  wliulc  enierphsa 
might  be  endangered.  He  had  thcn^lore  hesougfar 
Cromwell  to  wait  for  him  at  the  village,  if  he  (ovind 
him  not  there  on  his  arrival;  and  assured  him  that 
the  marching  and  countermarching  of  soldiers  wtt 
at  present  so  common,  that  even  if  any  news  wcra 
carried  to  the  Lodge  that  fresh  troops  had  amvid 
\iv  vho  borough,  so  ordinary  a  cinrumstance  would 
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that  the  soIHiors  chotrn  for  thin  servirc  should  be 
Pin'h  an  could  he  depoiuUxl  upon— no  faintcrs  in  ppirit 
—none  who  turn  back  from  Mount  Gilead  for  fenr 
of  ihe  AniiiUkitcii,  but  men  of  w»r,  accustofDod  to 
firikf  with  the  sword,  and  to  need  no  stcond  blow. 
Piriiiilv,  he  n>prts(.iitcd,  (hat  it  would  he  wisely  (lone 
if  the  (vrMfral  should  nut  Pearson,  or  any  other  officer 
whom  hf  could  eonipIrt<  ly  trust,  into  ihecomniand  of 
the  deinchnient,  and  keep  his  own  penmn,  if  he  should 
think  it  proper  to  attend,  secret  oven  from  the  soldiers. 

All  this  man's  counsels  Cromwell  had  puni-tually 
folliiwcd.  Hi'  had  travelled  in  the  van  of  this  de- 
tachment of  one  hundred  picktHl  suldiers,  whom  he 
had  selected  for  the  service,  men  of  dauntless  reso- 
lution, 1  ''eil  in  a  thousand  dangers^  and  who  were 
sie«.'li'«i  usrainst  all  feelinss  of  hi:siiation  and  compas- 
sion, by  the  deep  and  gloomy  fanaticism  which  was 
their  chief  principle  of  action— men  to  whom,  as  their 
Geiit-ral,  and  no  less  as  the  chief  among  the  Elect, 
•ho  coMimnnds  of  Oliver  were  like  a  commission 
from  the  Deity. 

Great  and  di^p  was  the  Gencrars  mortification  at 
the  unexpected  abaentre  of  the  pers<maKe  on  whose 
agLiU'V  he  ^o  confidently  reck«itied,  and  many  c.injec- 
tures  he  formed  as  to  the  cause  of  such  mystrriotis 
conduct.  Suiiiiinnes  he  thou>{ht  Tomkins  had  bL-eu 
ovrrcoriift  by  li.iunr,  a  frailly  to  whi<-li  Cromwell 
knew  him  to  \w  addicted  ;  and  when  he  held  this  opi- 
nion, hrdischar^'cd  his  wrath  in  maledictions,  which, 
ot  a  diiiifHnt  kind  from  tin?  wild  oatiis  and  curses  of 
the  cavaliers,  iiad  yet  in  ihcmi  as  much  blasphemy, 
and  more  determined  malevolence.  At  other  times 
he  thouj;ht  some  unexpected  alarm,  or  perhaps  some 
drunken  eavaliiT  revel,  had  caused  the  family  of 
Woodstock  Lod^c  to  make  lattT  hours  than  usual. 
To  this  conjecture,  which  appeared  the  most  probable 
of  anv,  his  mind  often  recurred  ;  and  it  was  the  hope 
that  Touikins  would  still  appear  at  the  rendezvous, 
which  induced  him  to  remain  at  the  borou;4h,  anxious 
to  receive  eonmiunication  from  his  emissary^  and 
afraid  (»f  t-ndan^erini;  the  success  of  the  enterprise  by 
any  prfjnainre  exertion  on  his  own  part. 

In  file  me:'n  tiim-,  Cromwell,  findiuK  it  no  longer 
pos-sihle  to  conceal  his  personal  presence,  disposed  of 
every  thins;  so  as  to  bo  ready  at  a  minute's  notice. 
Half  his  soldiers  he  caused  to  dismount,  and  had 
the  horsi  s  put  into  quarters;  the  other  half  were  di- 
rectird  to  k-'i:p  their  horst.'S  saddled,  and  themselves 
ready  to  mount  at  an  instant's  warning.  The  men 
WfTe  brouk^ht  into  the  huuse  by  turns,  and  had  some 
ri'frtshmeiit,  leaving  a  suiricient  giiardon  the  horses, 
which  wa.^  changed  from  time  to  time. 

Thus  Ci'omwell  wailed  with  no  httle  uncertainty, 
often  casiiU'^  an  anxious  eye  upon  Colonel  Kverard, 
wlio.  he  suMM{rte«l,  could.  iJT  he  cho.«»f  it,  will  supply 
theplaci' of  hw  a!)si>nt  confidant.  E vera rd  endured 
this  ealmlv,  with  unaltered  countenance,  and  brow 
neither  niltltfil  nor  dej^'cted. 

Midnight  at  h;nijth  tolled,  and  it  Ivecamr  neecs.^nry 
to  take  some  decisive  step.  Toinkins  mij^ht  hav 
been  ifLachcrous;  or^  a  suspicion  which  approached 
more  m-ar  to  the  reality,  his  intrigue  might  have  been 
diseoverefj,  and  he  him.^li  muniered,  or  kidnapped,  by 
tht:  vengeful  royalists.  In  a  word,  if  anv  use  was  to 
bt^  madi'  of  the  chance  which  fortune  alTorded  of  se- 
curing the  most  formidable  claimant  of  the  supreme 
power,  which  hi*  already  aimed  at,  no  farther  time 
was  to  be  lost.  He  at  length  gave  orders  to  Pearson 
togiii  the  men  under  arms— he  directeil  him  concern- 
ing the  mode  of  forming  them,  and  that  they  should 
march  with  liie  utmost  possible  silenc<!;  or,  as  it  was 
givirn  out  in  tlie  onlers,  E\en  asCiideon  inarched  in 
silrnce.  wlien  he  went  down  against  the  camp  of  the 
Midianites,  with  on.y  Phurali  his  servant.  Perad- 
venturc,"  coniinued  this  strange  document,  "we  to<> 
iiiav  liarn  of  what  y(»nderMifHnniles  have  dreamed." 

A  single  patrol,  followetl  by  a  corporal  aiirl  five 
sti-adv.  t\\u  ru  MCi^i  soldiers  formed  the  advnnc«l 
guard  of  (hr  party ;  thin  followed  the  main  body.  A 
reargnani  ol  ten  m«;ri  guarded  Everard  and  the  minis- 
ter. Cromwell  rc'iuin  li  the  attendance  of  the  former, 
OS  it  m:ghr  be  n»:nssary  to  examine  him.  or  confront 
him  wiihotihrs;  and  he  <  arrunl  Master  Holdeiiough 
with  him.  Iiccausti  he  might  escape  if  left  behindi  aad 
VouV. 


Rerhaps  raipe  some  tumult  in  the  village.  The  Pret- 
ytrrians,  though  they  not  only  concurred  with,  but 
led  the  way  in  the  civil  war,  were  at  its  conchusion 
highly  dissatisfied  with  the  ascendency  of  the  military 
sectaries,  and  not  to  be  trusted  as  cordial  agents  in 
any  thing  where  their  interest  was  concerned.  The 
intiintry  being  disposed  of  as  we  have  noticed,  marched 
off  from  the  h'ft  of  their  line,  Cromwell  and  Pcanon, 
both  on  foot,  keeping  at  the  head  of  the  centre,  or 
main  hotly  of  the  detachment.  They  were  all  armed 
withi^Ktriiiiels,  short  guns  similar  to  tlie  modern  cara- 
bine, and,  like  them,  us*d  by  horsemen.  They  marched 
in  the  most  profound  silence  and  with  the  utmost  re- 
gularity, the  whole  body  mr>vinglike  one  man. 

About  one  hundred  yards  behind  the  rearmost  of 
the  dismounted  party,  eame  the  troopers  who  re- 
niained  on  hors<.'oaek  ;  and  it  seemed  as  if  even  the 
irrational  animals  were  sensible  to  Cromwell's  orderii 
for  the  horses  did  not  neigh,  and  even  apiieared  to 
place  their  fi-et  on  the  earth  cautiously,  and  with  leM 
noise  than  usual. 

Their  leader,  full  of  anxious  thoughts,  never  spcAis 
save  to  enforce  by  whispers  his  caution  respecttiig 
silence,  while  the  men,  sur|)rised  and  delighted  to  find 
them.«;i  Ives  under  the  command  of  their  renowned 
Cieneral,  and  destined,  doubtless,  for  some  secret  ser- 
vice of  hi/ih  inii^ort,  ur^I  the  utmost  precaution  in 
attending  to  his  reiterated  orders. 

They  mareheii  down  the  strei.'t  of  the  little  borougfa 
in  the  order  we  have  mentiomd.  Few  of  the  towoe* 
men  were  abroad;  and  one  or  two,  who  had  pro- 
tracted the  orgies  of  the  evening  to  that  unusual 
hour,  were  too  nappy  to  escape  the  notice  of  a  strooff 
party  of  soldiers,  who  often  acted  in  the  character  of 
police,  to  inquire  about  their  purpose  for  being  under 
arms  so  late,  or  the  route  which  they  were  pursuing. 
The  exurnal  gate  of  the  Chase  had,  ever  since  the 

Kartv  had  arrived  at  Woodstock,  bit  n  strictly  guarded 
y  three  file  of  troopers,  to  cut  otl'all  commui.ication 
between  the  Lodge  and  the  town.  Spitfire,  WiW- 
rake*R  emissary,  who  had  often  l>een  a-birdnestiDA 
or  on  similar  mischievous  excursions  in  the  forest, 
had  evaded  these  men's  vigilance  by  climbinf^  over,m 
breach,  with  which  he  was  well  acquainted,  in  a  di^ 
ferent  part  of  the  wall. 

Uetwcen  this  party  and  the  advanced  guard  of 
CnimwcH's  detachment,  a  whisiHjred  challenge  wae 
exchanged,  according  to  tlie  niles  of  discipline.  The 
infantry  entered  the  Park,  and  wen^  followed  by  the 
cavalry,  who  were  direct«-d  to  avoid  the  hard  road, 
and  ride  as  much  as  po.ssiblc  upon  the  turf  which  bor- 
dered on  the  avenue.  Here,  too,  an  additional  precau- 
tion was  used,  a  file  or  two  of  foot  soldiers  being  de- 
tarhi^i  to  s(>arch  tht-  woods  on  either  hand,  and  make 
prisoni  r.  or,  in  the  event  of  resistance,  put  to  death,  any 
whom  tliey  might  find  lurking  there,  under  what  pro* 
tcn'-e  stiever. 

Mean  while  the  weather  began  to  show  itself  as 
rro];ilious  to  Cromwell,  as  he  had  found  most  inci- 
dents in  the  course  of  his  successful  career.  The  gny 
iiiiMt  which  hail  hitherto  obscured  every  thing,  and 
nnd»rrd  marching  in  the  woai  embarrassing  and 
ilirticult,  had  now  given  way  to  the  moon,  which, 
after  many  ell'orts,  at  length  forei-d  her  way  through 
the  vapour,  and  hung  her  dim  dull  cresset  in  the  hea- 
vens, which  she  enlightined,  as  the  dying  lamp  of 
an  aiu:horitedm"S  the  cell  in  which  he  re|)oses.  The 
party  were  in  fight  of  the  front  of  the  palace,  when 
Holdriiough  whispcn-d  to  Evi-rard,  as  they  wolkcd 
near  taeh  other- -"  Sihj  vc  not  yonder  flutti-rs  the 
mysterious  liirht  in  the  tiirnt  of  the  incontinent  Ro- 
samond? This  night  will  try  whether  the  devil  of 
ilu*  Sietaries  or  the  devil  of  the  Mahgnants  shall 
prove  the  strr>ngrr.  O.  sini;  jubiliH?,  for  the  kingdom 
of  Satan  is  divided  against  ifs«lf!" 

Heie  the  divine  was  inrernipted  by  a  non-c^mmi^ 
siontd  olfner,  who  came  lia'*tily,  yet  with  noiseless 
steps,  to  say,  in  a  low  stern  whi.*|M  r—"  Silence,  pri- 
soniT  in  thi?  n-ar— silence,  on  pain  of  di-ath." 

A  nioinenl  afti-rwards  tin-  whob- party  stopiK'd 'heir 
march,  tin-  word  half  iN'iiig  passeil  from  one  to  ano- 
j  ihcr,  and  inetanily  ob«  \ed. 

The  eaiisi"  of  this  interruption  was  the  lia^  ty  r^tira 
of  one  of  the  lluukiiig  party  to  tlie  main  body,  bhng- 
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ing  newfi  to  Cromwell  that  they  had  seen  a  light  in 
the  wood  at  some  distaitrc  on  the  left. 

"What  ran  it  be?"  said  Cromwrll,  hia  low  stern 
foice,  even  in  a  whisptT,  mnking  itnelf  distinctly  heard. 
"Does  it  move  or  is  it  plntionary  T' 

"  So  far  as  we  can  .iuii.:;«\  it  nioveth  not,"  answered 
the  trooper.  "  Stransc— there  is  no  cottage  near  the 
■pot  where  it  is  secn.'^ 

"  So  plcaw  your  Exrellencv,  it  may  be  a  device 
of  Sathan,"  snid  Ci>rporal  Hnmgiidgt-on,  smi.Tlinj' 
through  his  nose ;  "  he  is  mighty  powerful  in  these 
parts  of  late." 

"So  please  your  idiocy,  thou  art  an  ass,"  said 
Cromwell ;  but,  instantly  f<»colK'rting  that  the  corpo- 
ral had  been  one  of  the  ailjuiators  or  tribunes  of  the 
common  srildiers,  and  was  therefore  to  be  treated 
with  suitable  respect,  he  said,  "  Nevertheless,  if  it  be 
the  device  of  Satan,  pbrasi;  it  the  Lord  we  will  resist 
him,  and  the  foul  slave  shall  fly  from  us.— Pearson," 
he  said,  resuming  his  soldier-like  brevity,  "  take  four 
file^  ana  see  what  is  yonder— No— the  knaves  may 
■hnnk  from  ihee.  CJo  thou  .straight  to  the  Lodge- 
infest  it  in  the  way  we  agreed,  so  that  a  bird  shall 
not  escape  out  of  it— form  an  outer  and  an  inward 
ring  of  sentinels,  but  give  no  alarm  until  I  come. 
Should  any  attempt  to  escape,  kill  them"— He  spoke 
that  command  with  terrible  emphasis.  "Kill  them 
on  the  siwl,"  he  repeated,  •*!>€  they  who  or  what  they 
Will.  Better  so  than  trouble  the  Commonwealth  witii 
prisoners." 

Pearson  heard,  and  proceeded  to  obey  his  com- 
mander's onlers. 

Mean  while,  the  future  Protector  disposed  the  small 
force  which  remained  with  him  in  f  ueh  a  manner, 
that  they  should  apprjaeh  fn>m  diifi/reni  points  at 
once  the  light  whiefi  excited  his  susfiieions,  and  gave 
them  orders  to  crtv.*p  as  near  to  it  an  they  could,  tak- 
ing care  not  lo  los(»  each  uthers  support,  and  to  bo 
ready  to  rush  in  at  the  same  moment,  when  he  should  | 
pre  the  sign,  which  was  to  be  a  loud  whistle.    Anx- ; 
I0U8  to  ascertain  thy  truth  wi»lj  his  "iwn  ey«^««,  r'rom- 
well,who  had  by  instinct  all  the  habits  of  niilitnry  j 
foresight,  which,  in  others,  are  thi-  result  of  |>rofi."*-  . 
BJonal  ediiration  and  Ion-;  exp  -rienee,  advanced  \ijnm  | 
liie  object  of  his  curiosity.    He  skiilki'il  from  tree  lo  ; 
tree  with  the  ViJihl  siei»  and  prowliri'i:  sasaeity  of  an  ; 
Indian  bush-fighter;  and  Ixfore  any  f»f  his  niPii  had  ' 
approached  so  near  as  to  descry  them,  he  saw,  by  tlu; 
lantern  which  was  placed  on  the  ground,  twi>  mumi,  , 
who  had  been  engaged  in  dijginc:  what  s«  eined  to  l>p 
an  ill-made  grave.    Near  tliein  lay  exli'nd* d  some-  : 
thing  wrapped  in  a  deer's  hide,  winrh  greatly  resiin- 
bled  the  d(  ad  botly  of  a  man.    Th.'v  j*pokc  together  ■ 
in  a  low  voice,  yet  s »  that  the  ir  dangerous  auditor , 
coidd  perf»*clly  overhear  what  they  s'lid.  I 

*'It  is  done  at  la«t,"  said  ono ;  '•  the  worst  and  • 
hardest  Inbour  I  ever  did  in  inv  lif'\    I  Mieve  thi-n* 
is  no  luck  about  me  left.    My  v.  ry  amis  feel  as  if 
they  did  not  belong  tu  me;  and,  pfraiiue  to  t»ll,  tnil : 
as  nani  as  I  would,  I  euiild  not  gather  warmth  in  my 
limbs."  I 

"  I  have  warmed  me  enough,"  said  Rocheclifie,  I 
breathing  short  with  fatigue.  i 

"  But  the  cold  lies  at  my  heart.''  said  Joceline;  **l '. 
scarce  hope  ever  to  be  warm  again.  It  is  strangip,  [ 
and  a  charm  Bovn\»  to  be  on  us.'  Here  have  we  b<vn  ] 
nigh  two  hours  in  doing  what  Diguen  tlir-  si'xton  I 
wonlil  have  done  to  better  piinnise  in  half  a  one." 

*'We  an;  wnirlu-d  snade.amen  onoo::h,"  answer^ 
Doctor  I^»ehe<.•l■^■^    *'  Kvi  ry  man  to  lii^i  tixds— thou 
.o  ihv  bugle-horn,  and  I  to  my  pap»  rs  in  cipher.    Hut 
do  nor  be  dixeoura'-rtnl ;  it  is  t!u'  irorii  im  tin*  cround, 
and  the  nunihcr  of  routs.  \vlu<"h  ri-ndi-reil  our  v\^k 
ditficult.    And  now.  :dl  dtic  r:fp.-  ilnne  to  tlii«»  iinhap-  | 
p'  man,  and  hri\in^'  n-nd  ov.t  him  the  .*.rvice  of  the  ' 
cWireli,  rnUnt  'pirnfimi.  br  uf*  Inv  hiin  d»'rei|tly  in 
thi/'  pheeof  bnt  rep**-:  then-  will  bi-  Hiiiatl  lark  ofi 
him  .'bove  groujul.    .-^i  clur  r  up  thv  lie«/l,  man.  like  a 
sol  ii'T  as  thou  art ;  \vi«  liavf  p'ad  the  service  ovi.t  his 
bc.y;  anil  sliouhl  ritu"-»  i»«rm!t  it,  w.' will  have  him  • 
r»»n  ovi'  1  to  eoiisirrit"<l  gminiM,  thoui^h  he  is  all  un-  i 
w.jithy  .  •/■  ««(ie/i  fjfVMir.     II*  r.-,  Ii-lp  me  to  lay  him  in 
the  i-aril. ;  hv  will  ilrag  bri  rs  ani\  iWmA**  osct  \W 
9PfJt,  wbL'ii  \vc  have  dhovcUud  dust  upon  dvi&l*,  «t\ii«\o 


thou  think  of  this  chance  more  manfully:  and  remem- 
ber, thy  secret  is  in  thine  own  keeping.' 

"I  cannot  answer  for  that,*'  «a;d  Ju«.elin*».— "3Ie- 
thinks  the  very  night  winds  anion:;  lh^^  l»*aves  will  |..41 
of  what  we  have  been  doinij- im-'hinks  the  trw-i 
themselves  wdl  say,  '  there  is  »  dead  corr  *«  :>s 
among  our  roots.'  Witnesses  are  soon  fouud  witeu 
blood  hath  been  spilled." 

"They  are  so,  and  that  risrht  earlv,"  ex«'laim.'i 
Cromwell,  starting  from  thn  thicket,  laying  hoi"!  oa 
Joceline,  and  putting  a  pistol  to  his  head.  At  my 
other  iH*rio<l  of  his  life,  the  forest*  r  would,  f.v-.a 
apainst  the  odds  of  numbers,  have  made  a  de-piT;»:e 
resistance;  but  the  horror  he  had  felt  at  the  t-la-iL'S 
ter  of  an  old  companion,  although  in  dtfenee  oJ"  fii* 
own  life,  togi.ther  with  fatimie  and  ^!ur^J^'.*^  hai  ni'M- 
gether  unmanned  him.  and  he  was  tiiiz'.d  a^i.Klv  .u 
a  sheep  is  secunKl  by  the  butcher.  Doetf.»r  K-hi^ 
chfTe  offered  some  resistance,  but  was  f^n-T!^  iiiiy  se- 
cured by  the  at)ldiers  who  pressnil  an>und  him. 

*'  L(X)k,  some  of  you."  said  ('roinw«  11,  "  whii  c  jt;^ 
this  is  upon  whom  these  lewd  s-jri*  i»f  Beliil  inve 
done  a  murder— Corporal  Grace-bo-iiere  Huuj.'ii- 
geon,  sec  if  thou  knowest  the  faiv." 

"I  profess  I  do,  even  as  I  should  do  mine  own  ini 
mirror,"  snuffled  the  corporal,  aft*r  bxikini*  on  i!.c 
countenance  of  the  dead  man  by  the  hi.  Ip  ol  tli*-  'in- 
tern. "Of  a  verity  it  is  our  trusty  brolhr.r  in  theiajih, 
Jos*'ph  Tomkins." 

"Tomkins!"  exclaimed  nromwell,  sprinsins  for- 
ward and  satisfying  hinis«.'If  with  a  glan«e  at  i:!-  I'O- 
tun'sof  the  corpsel— "Tomkins!— and  iiiur:l»''i.  as 
the  fracture  of  the  temple  intimates  I— di.«»'>t!:->t  t-- 
are.  ctmfes.*^  the  tnith— Vou  have  murd*.rnJ  !]:rn  n- 
cause  you  have  di.scovoreii  his  tr»^achi.ry— 1  ?!ii»:  ] 
S1V  his  true  spirit  towards  the  Common w.-i!::.  if 
Englantl.  and  his  hatred  of  those  ooinplois  m  w-i.  a 
you  would  have  engaged  his  honest  simplicity." 

"  Ay,"  said  Grace-lie-lKre  Huiiigiidgf.i>n.  "  an!  t^i-.i 
to  misupn  hi.Tid>'ad  body  with  yourpapistual  (iix-'rin  •-. 
as  if  vou  had  crainmcfi  cold  r-jrrldge  info  ii-?  (.-:i 
mouth.  I  pray  thee.  General,  let  tln.-v.  men's  bio  ■..« 
be  m'lile  strong.'' 

"Forbear,  corporal,"  said  C'romwrl!;  "••■.:r  T:n>; 
presses.— Friend,  to  you,  whom  [  b^-h-.-ve  to  !"•■  1>  ■■- 
tor  Anthony  Roehi'dilFe  by  name  ani  si.nKi:i:-  1 
have  to  give  the  choie*'  of  being  hnni;eil  at  di\-.';r  k 
to-mnrrow,  or  making  atonement  lor  tbi-  lii'irit -.i' 
one  of  the  I/onl's  people,  by  ti  Ilins  wnat  ino;j  k:i-w- 
est  of  th''  s»"en.'ts  wliieh  are'  in  yonder  h-uise.'' 

"Truly,  .*ir."  n-pliiil  RoclucliiIJ-,  "you  fi.irid  nc 
but  in  my  duty  as  a  clei^'man,  :ntirri:ig  the  cwi; 
and  rt'speeting  answering  your  quesiion"*.  I  am  '•..  ■».: 
ininH  myself,  and  do  advise  my  fellow-sutKrt.r  i.-i 
ihisoeea.sion" 

"  Riinove  him."  ?»nid  Cromwell ;  "  I  knm  W'*  «;.  "- 
neck«*i|n«*!«sof«»ld,  tliough  I  have  iiiadL  h;m  I'I-.m  ji  n 
n'ly  furrow,  when  he  thought  he  wa.-*  t'irn::iz  c;  .■;  a 
own  swal ho— Remove  him  to  the  rear,  an  i  liri:^ 
hither  th*-  other  fallow— Com*:  ilii.ij  h«T^-  --tlr^  wn;.— 
closer— «'lo«i  r.— ^^'on^T'd  * irac-be-lit  re.  do  llu-u  k  - ■> 
thy  hand  upon  the  belt  with  which  iie  is  ki-iu-i.  We 
must  take  cnro  of  our  life  for  liie  >ak.-  of  rh ..«  ii:*- 
traeti'd  eojmtry,  though,  laek-a-day,  I'.ir  ititowM  pn- 
per  worth,  we  "could  peril  it  for  a  pin's  po:t|t.  -No*, 
mark  me,  fi.'llow,  cho«ise  brtwixt  buviiig  i-iy  lit'  i»v  3 
full  e«)n fission,  or  hnn?  tiiek**!  pr»\-ntly  up  to  om  of 
these  old  oaks— How  hkest  thou  that  ?'' 

"Truly,  nia«ster."  an«wen?il  the  und.^r-keoivr.  rf- 
fi'Ctinii  more  rusticity  than  was  natural  to  'i:rii.  ':»r 
his  fruiuenl  inter«'our<e  with  S-r  Ht  i;ry  L—  n:f 
partly  softened  and  polislu^i  hi*  niann»'rs.)  "I  i:..'i 
ih"  oak  is  like  t«i  bear  a  lusty  acorn  -that  j«  r..l." 

"  Pally  not  with  me.  friend,''  confinut^l  <)iiit»^;  I 
profess  'o  theo  in  sin-^eniy  I  am  no  tritlr-r.  \\U:\*  ::!es:i 
have  vou  s«-mi  at  yond«*r  htuist*  e.illed  the  Liiiiii  .'"' 

"Many  a  brave,  guest  in  my  day,  I'se  warrin'  y*. 
ma^frr.  said  Jowline.  "Ah.  to  see  li>»w  tJu  h  rn- 
neys  U!»»'d  to  smok"  some  twelve  yiars  .buek  I  Ah.  rj, 
a  snifVof  it  wou'd  have  dined  a  jonr  man.*' 

"Out.  ras«'al  I"  .naid  tb'.*  (iem-rd.  "d«>«t  thiu  ■  ^r 
me?  Tell  me  at  one»'  what  guo!*!"  hav-  !»-» n  '<:  I  •» 
.  \\\  \V\^  I  .wl'ie— and  look  thrt*.  friend,  be  ass:ir  ".  t.Til 
\  Vci  \^xi^«TMi'&  \0A  i^Nk  «\Vi!«bu(.VAVK  thou  bUali  not  only 
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rescue  th^  neck  from  the  halter,  but  render  also  an 
acceptable  service  to  the  Stote,  and  one  which  I  will 
Bee  nttmsly  rewarded.  For.  truly,  I  am  not  of  those 
who  would  have  ihe  rain  fall  onlv  on  the  proud  and 
stately  plants,  but  rather  would,  so  fur  as  my  poor 
wishes  and  prayers  arc  concerned,  that  it  should  also 
fall  upon  the  lowly  and  humble  grass  and  corn,  that 
the  heart  of  the  husbandman  may  be  rejoiced,  and 
that  as  the  cedar  of  Lebanon  waxes  in  its  heigfit,  in 
its  boughs,  and  in  its  roots,  so  may  the  humble  and 
lowly  hyssop  that  groweth  upon  the  walls  flourish, 
and— and,  truly— Understand'st  thou  me.  knave  7" 

"  Not  entu-cly,  if  it  please  your  honour,  said  Joce- 
line ;  "  but  it  sounds  as  if  you  were  preaching  a  ser- 
mon, and  has  a  marvellous  twang  of  doctrine  with  it." 
"Then,  in  one  word— thou  knowest  there  is  one 
Louis  Kcrnegiiy,  or  Carnego.  or  some  such  name,  in 
hiding  at  the  Lodge  yonder?" 

**Nay,  sir,"  replied  the  under-kceper,  "there  have 
been  many  coming  and  going  since  Worcester-field ; 
and  how  should  I  know  who  they  are  7— my  service 
is  out  of  doors,  I  trow." 

"A  thousand  pounds,"  said  Cromwell,  "do  I  tell 
down  to  thee,  if  thou  canst  place  that  boy  in  ray 
power." 

"A  thousand  pounds  is  a  marvellous  matter,  sir," 
said  Jocehne;  but  I  have  more  blood  on  my  hand 
than  I  like  already.  I  know  not  how  the  price  of  life 
may  thrive— and,  scape  or  hang,  I  have  no  mind  to 
try. 

^*  Away  with  him  to  the  rear,"  said  the  General ; 
"and  let  him  not  speak  with  his  yokefellow  yonder. 
—Fool  that  I  am,  to  waste  lime  m  expecting  to  get 
milk  from  mules.— Move  on  towards  the  Lodge." 

Thev  moved  with  the  same  silence  as  formerly, 
ootwitnstanding  the  difficulties  which  they  encoun- 
tered from  being  unacquainted  with  the  road  and  its 
various  intricacies.    At  length  they  were  challenged, 
in  a  low  voice,  by  one  of  their  own  sentinels,  two 
concentric  circles  of  whom  had  been  placed  around 
the  Lodge,  so  close  to  each  other,  as  to  preclude  the 
possibility  of  an  individual  escaping  from  within. 
The  outer  guard  was  maintained  partly  by  horse  upon 
the  roads  and  open  lawn,  and  where  the  ground  was 
broken  and  bushy,  by  mfantry.     The  inner  circle 
"Was  guarded  by  loot  soldiers  onlv.    The  whole  were 
in  the  highest  degree  alert,  expecting  some  interest- 
iDg  and  important  consequences  from  the  unusual 
expedition  on  which  they  were  engaged. 

_  **  Any  news,  Pearson  T'  said  the  General  to  his 
aide-de-camp,  who  canie  instantly  to  report  to  his 
•uporior. 

He  received  for  answer,  "  None." 
Crtjniwell  led  his  officer  forward  just  opposite  to 
the  door  of  the  Lodge,  and  there  paused  betwixt  the 
circles  of  guards,  so  that  their  conversation  could  not 
be  overh*iard. 

He  then  pursued  his  inquiry,  demanding—"  Were 
there  any  lights,  any  appearances  of  stirring- any 
attempt  at  sally- any  preparation  for  defence?" 

"  All  is  silent  as  the  valley  of  the  shadow  of  death 
—Even  as  the  vale  of  Jehosophat." 

"  Pfthaw !    tell  me  not  of  Jehosaphat.  Pearson," 

■lid  Cromwell.    "These  words  are  good  for  others, 

but  not  for  thee.    Speak  plainly,  and  like  a  blunt 

•oldier  as  thou  art.   Each  man  hath  his  own  mode  of 

,  apecf^h  :  and  bluntness,  not  sanctity,  is  thine." 

"  Well  then,  nothing  has  been  stirring,"  said  Pear- 
ton. — "  Vet  peradvcnture" 

"  Pcradventure  not  me  "  said  Cromwell,  "  or  thou 
■  Wilt  tempt  me  to  kn  ck  thy  teeth  out.  I  ever  distrust 
:  a  man  when  he  speaks  alter  another  fashion  from 
his  own." 

^  "Zounds!  let  me  speak  to  nn  end,"  answered 
^earnon,  "  and  I  will  speak  in  what  language  your 
*ijtc*>llency  will." 

**  Thy  ZJounds,  friend,"  said  Oliver,  "  showeth  little 

ef  grace,  but  much  of  sincerity.  Go  to  then— thou 
.newest  I  love  and  trust  thee.  Hant  thou  kept  close 
^atch  7  It  behoves  us  to  know  that,  before  giving  the 
Warm." 

"On  my  sr>ul,"  said  Pearson,  "I  have  watched  as 
^lofiply  as  a  cat  at  a  moiist:-holc.  It  is  beyond  possi- 
niiiiiy  that  any  tiling  could  have  eluded  our  vigilance^ 


or  even  stirred  within  the  house,  without  our  being 
awan.>  of  it." 

"  'Tis  well,"  said  Cromwell ;  "  thy  services  shall 
not  be  forgotten,  Pearson.  Thou  canst  not  prrach 
and  pray,  nut  thou  canst  ob^y  thine  orders,  Gilbert 
Pearson,  and  thnt  may  make  amends." 

"  I  thank  you  Excellency,"  replied  Pearson ;  "  hut 
I  beg  leave  to  chime  in  with  the  humours  of  tha 
times.  A  poor  fellow  hath  no  right  to  hold  himseUf 
singular." 

He  paused,  expecting  Cromwell's  orders  what  ne:ct 
was  to  be  done,  and,  indeeil,  not  a  little  surprised 
that  the  General  s  active  and  prompt  spirit  had  suf- 
fered him,  during  a  moment  so  critical,  to  cast  awaf 
a  thought  upon  a  circumstance  so  trivial  as  his  offi- 
cer's peculiar  mode  of  expressing  himself.  He  won- 
dered still  more,  when,  by  a  brighter  gleam  of  moon- 
shine than  he  had  yet  enjoyed,  he  observed  that 
Cromw-ell  was  standing  motionles^  his  hands  sup- 
ported upon  his  sword,  which  he  had  taken  out  of  the 
belt,  ancl  his  stern  brows  bent  on  the  ground..  He 
waited  for  some  time  impatiently,  yet  afraid  to  inter- 
fere, lest  he  should  awaken  this  unwonted  fit  of  ill- 
timed  melancholy  into  anger  and  impatience.  He 
listened  to  the  muttering  sounds  which  escaped  from 
the  half-opening  hps  of  his  principal,  in  which  the 
words,  "  hanl  necessity,"  which  occurred  more  than 
once,  were  all  of  which  the  sense  could  be  distin- 
guished. "My  Lord  Greneral,"  at  length  he  said, 
*'  time  flies." 

"Peace,  busy  fiend,  and  urge  me  not !"— said  Crom- 
well. "Think\st  thou,  like  other  fools,  that  I  ha;e 
made  a  paction  with  the  devil  for  success,  and  am 
bound  to  do  my  work  within  an  appointed  hour,  lest 
the  spell  should  lost.'  its  force  7" 

"  I  only  think,  my  Lord  General,"  said  Pearson, 
"  that  Fortune  has  put  into  your  offer  what  you  have 
long  desired  to  make  prize  of,  and  that  you  hesitate." 

Cromwell  sighed  deeply  as  he  answered,  "  Ah. 
Pearson,  in  this  troubled  world^  a  man,  who  is  called 
like  me,  to  work  great  things  in  Israel,  had  need  to 
be,  as  the  poets  feign,  a  tning  made  of  hardeiied, 
metal,  immovable  to  fci^lings  of^human  charities,  im- 
passible, resistless.  Pearson,  the  world  will  here- 
after, perchance,  think  of  me  as  being  such  a  one  as 
I  have  described,  '  an  iron  man,  and  made  of  iron 
mould'— Yet  they  will  wrong  my  memor>-— my  heart 
is  flesh,  and  my  blood  is  mild  as  that  of  othenL 
When  I  was  a  sportsman,  I  have  wept  for  the  gallant 
heron  that  was  struck  down  by  my  hawk,  and  sor- 
rowed for  the  hare  which  lay  screaming  under  the 
jaws  of  my  greyhound :  and  canst  thou  think  it  m 
light  thing  to  me,  that,  the  blood  of  this  lad's  father 
lying  in  some  measure  upon  my  head,  I  should  now 
put  in  jM'ril  thnt  of  the  son  7  They  arc  of  the  kindlr 
race  of  F^n^lish  sovereigns,  and,  doubtless,  are  adored 
like  to  demigods  by  those  of  lh(\T  own  party.  I  am 
calletl  Parricide,  Blo<xlthir8ty  Usi'.rr'?r,  already,  for 
shedding  the  blood  of  one  man,  thnt  the  plague  mjght 
be  stayed— or  as  Achnn  was  slain  diat  Israel  mi^ht 
then^after  stand  against  the  face  of  their  enemies. 
Nevertheless,  who  has  spoke  unto  me  graciously 
since  that  high  deed  7  Those  who  acted  in  the  mat* 
ter  with  me  are  willing  that  I  should  be  the  scapegoat 
of  atonement— those  who  looked  on  and  helped  not 
bear  themselves  now  ns  if  they  had  been  borne  down 
bv  violence;  and  while  I  looked  that  they  should 
snout  applause  on  me,  l>ecause  of  the  victory  of  Wor- 
cester, where«>f  the  Lord  had  made  me  the  pooi 
instrument,  they  look  aside  to  say,  'Ha!  ha!  the 
Kiniikiller,  the  Parricide— soon  shall  his  place  be 
made  desolate.'-  Tnily  it  is  a  great  thing,  Gilbert 
Pearson,  to  be  liftc-d  above  the  multitude :  but  when 
one  ftvleth  that  hi;)  exaltation  is  rather  haili-d  with 
hate  and  scorn  than  with  love  and  reverence— in 
sooth^  it  is  still  a  hanl  matter  for  a  mild,  teiider- 
conscienced,  infirm  spirit  to  bear — and  God  be  mf 
witness,  that  rather  than  do  this  new  deed,  I  would 
shed  my  own  liest  henrt's-blood  in  a  pitched  field, 
twenty  ajiainst  one."  Here  he  fill  into  a  flood  of 
tears,  which  he  sometimes  was  wont  to  do.  This 
extremity  of  emotion  was  of  a  singular  character..  It 
was  not  actually  thi;  rcwilt  of  penitence,  and  far  ieae 
that  of  absolute  hypocrisy,  but  arose  merely  from  the 
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temperature  of  that  rrmnrkablc  man,  whose  dorp 
Dolicy,  and  ardent  enthii.sia.Hm,  were  inierniinglef! 
with  n  strain  of  hypochundrmral  patu^ion,  which  ot^en 
led  him  to  exhibit  scenes  of  this  sort,  though  seldom, 
as  now,  when  he  was  ealU-d  to  the  execution  of  gn-at 
undertaking. 

,  Pearson,  well  acquainted  as  he  was  with  the  pecti- 
lianties  of  his  General,  was  balM  and  confoundni 
by  this  fir  of  hesitation  and  contrition,  by  which  hi^ 
enterprisinji:  spirit  ap(K>ared  to  he  so  sudden  I  y  para- 
lyxed.  After  a  moment's  silence,  he  said,  with  some 
dryness  of  manner,  "  If  this  be  the  cafM\  it  is  a  pity 
your  Excellency  came  hither,  ('orponil  HumijudRt'on 
and  I,  the  grentest  saint  and  cn>Rtest  sinner  in  your 
armv,  had  done  the  devni,  and  divided  the  guilt  and 
the  honour  betwixt  us." 

"Ha  !"  said  Cromwell,  as  if  touched  to  the  quick, 
*  wouldst  thou  lake  the  prey  from  the  lion !" 

"If  the  lion  behaves  like  a  village  cur,"  said  Pear- 
son, boldly,  "  who  now  barks  and  seems  as  if  he  would 
tear  all  to  piccejt,  and  now  flics  from  a  raised  piick  or 
m  stone,  I  know  not  why  I  should  fear  him.  If  Lam- 
bert had  been  here,  there  had  been  less  speaking  and 
more  action." 

"Lambert?  What  of  Lambert?"  said  Cromwell, 
▼ery  sharply. 

"^Only/'  said  Pearson,  "  that  I  long  since  hesitated 
whether  I  should  follow  your  Kxccllcncy  or  him— and 
I  be^in  to  be  uncertain  whether  I  have  made  the  best 
choice,  that's  all." 

"  Lambert !'  t.xclnimed  Cromwell,  impatiently,  yet 
sof.ening  his  voice  lest  he  should  he  overheard  des- 
canting on  the  characjer  of  his  rival,—"  What  is  Lam- 
bert?—a  tulip-fancyini?  fellow,  whom  nature  intended 
for  a  Dutch  gardener  at  Delft  or  Rotterdam.  Un- 
grateful as  thou  art,  what  could  Lambert  have  done 
for  thee?" 

"  He  would  not,"  answered  Pearson,  "  have  stooil 
here  hesitating  before  a  locked  d<>or,  when  fortune 
presented  the  means  of  securing,  by  one  blow,  his  own 
fortune,  and  that  of  all  who  followed  him." 

"Tliou  art  right,  Gilbert  Pears»m,"  said  Cromwell, 
Krasping  his  officer's  hand,  and  strongly  pressing  it. 
^  Be  the  half  of  this  bold  attempt  thine,  whether  the 
reckoning  be  on  earth  or  heaven." 

"  Be  the  whole  of  it  mint;  hereafter,"  said  Pearson, 
hardily,  "  so  your  Kxcfllency  have  the  advantage  of  it 
upon  earth.  Step  back  to  the  rear  till  I  foiice  the 
door— there  may  be  danger,  if  despair  induce  them  to 
make  a  denperatc  sally." 

"  And  if  they  do  sally,  is  there  one  of  mv  Ironsides 
who  fears  fire  or  sle*-!  less  than  myself  t"  said  the 
Cteneral.  "  Let  ten  of  the  mosjt  determined  men  fol- 
low us.  two  with  halbrrdfl.  two  with  petnmelM,  the 
others  with  pistols.  — L.t  all  thuir  arms  be  loadeil.  and 
fire  without  hesitation,  if  there  is  any  ait(>mpt  to  n> 
sist  or  to  sally  forth- Let  (-orporal  liunigudi;eon  1k> 
with  them,  and  do  thou  remain  here,  and  watch 
against  escape,  as  thou  wouldst  watch  for  thy  salva- 
tion.'* 

The  General  then  struck  at  the  door  with  the  hilt 
of  his  swonl— at  first  with  a  single  blow  or  two,  then 
with  a  reverberation  of  strokes  that  made  the  ancient 
building  ring  again.  This  noisy  summons  was  re- 
peated once  or  twice  without  producing  the  least 
effect. 

"  What  can  this  mean  ?"  said  Cromwell ;  "  they 
cannot  surely  have  fle<l,  and  left  the  house  empty?" 

"No,"  replied  Pearstm,  "I  will  ensure  you  against 
that;  but  your  Kxeellency  strike**  so  fiercely,  yon 
allow  no  time  for  an  answer.  Hark!  I  hear  the 
baying  of  a  hound,  and  the  voice  of  a  man  who  is 
quietin?  him— Shall  we  break  in  at  once,  or  hold 
parley  ?" 

"I  will  speak  to  them  first,"  said  Cromwell— 
"Hollo!  who  is  within  there?" 

"Who  is  it  inquires?"  answered  Sir  Henry  I^ 
fVom  the  interior;  "or  what  want  you  here  at  this 
dead  hour?" 

"We  come  by  warrant  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
England,"  said  the  Creneral. 

"1  nnist  8».'e  your  WMrrant  en»  I  undo  either  bolt  or 
latch,"  replie<|  the  kni;;ht ;  "  we  nn;  enou&rh  of  us  to 
nakc  xo'mI  the  ca&tlu ;  neither  I  nor  niy  fellows  will 


deliver  it  but  upon  good  quarter  and  conditions;  and 
we  will  not  treat  for  th«»8e  save  in  fair  daylight." 

"  Since  you  will  not  yield  to  our  right,  you  must  try 
our  might/'  replied  Cromwell.  "Look  to  youraelvM 
within,  the  door  will  bo  in  the  midst  of  you  in  five 
minutes." 

"Look  to  yourselves  without,"  replied  the  sUMit* 
hearted  Sir  Henry ;  "  we  will  pour  our  shot  upon  you, 
if  vou  attempt  the  least  violence." 

Hut,  alas!  while  he  assumtid  this  bold  language; 
his  whole  garrison  eonsisti'd  of  two  poor  terrifwi 
women :  for  his  son,  in  conformity  with  the  plan  which 
they  had  fixed  uptm,  had  withdrawn  from  ine  ball  into 
the  secret  recesses  of  the  palace. 

"What  can  they  be  domg  now,  sirT'  said  Ph<pb^ 
hearing  a  noise  as  it  were  of  a  carp(?nter  turning  screw- 
nails,  mixt*d  with  a  low  buzz  of  men  talking. 

"They  are  fixing  a  fietard,"  sakl  the  knight,  with 
great  composure.  "I  have  noii<i  thee  for  a  clever 
wench,  Phwbe,  and  I  will  explain  it  to  thee:  'Tw  i 
metal  pot,  shaped  much  like  one  of  the  roguish  knave^ 
own  sugar-loaf  hats,  sup(>osing  it  had  narrower  bhint 
—it  is  charged  with  some  few  pounds  of  fine  gun- 
powder.   Then'* 

"  Gracious !  we  shall  be  all  blown  up  f  exclaimed 
Phrebe,— the  word  gimpowder  being  the  only  oat 
which  she  understood  in  the  knight's  deacription. 

"  Not  a  bit,  foolish  girl.  Pack  old  Dame  Jellicoi  iato 
the  embrasure  of  yonder  window,"  mid  the  knight, 
"on  that  side  of  the  door,  and  we  will  cnaeonce our- 
selves on  this,  and  we  shall  have  time  to  finish  my 
explanation,  for  they  have  bungling  engineers.  We 
had  a  clever  Frenen  fellow  at  Newark  would  have 
done  the  job  in  the  firing  of  a  pistol." 

They  had  scanv  got  into  theplaeeof  security  when 
the  knight  procewW  with  his  description.— "  The 
petard  being  fonmw],  as  I  tell  you,  is  secured  with  a 
thick  and  strong  piece  of  plank,  ti^rmcd  the  madrier. 
and  the  whole  being  sus{>ended,  or  rather  seairra 
against  the  gate  to  be  forced— But  thou  mindeti  me 
not?" 

"  How  can  I,  Sir  Henry,'*  she  said,  "  within  rearh 
of  such  a  thing  as  you  speak  of  ?— O  Lord  !  I  shall  i?o 
mad  with  very  terror— wc  shall  be  crushed— blown 
up— in  a  few  minutes!" 

"We  are  secure  from  the  explosion,**  replied  the 
knight,  gravely,  "  which  will  operate  chiefly  in  a  for- 
ward direction  into  the  middle  of  the  chamber;  and 
from  any  fragments  that  may  fly  laterally,  we  are 
sulficiently  sci*ured  by  this  deep  embrasure. ' 

"But  they  will  slay  us  when  they  enter,"  said 
Phcebe. 

"  They  will  sive  thee  fair  quarter,  wench,"  said  Sir 
Henry ;  "  and  if  I  do  not  bestow  a  brace  of  balls  on 
that  rrnnje  enginivr,  it  is  bi'cause  I  would  not  incur 
the  penalty  iiiflicttd  by  martial  law,  which  condemnj 
to  the  edge  of  the  sword  all  pt>rsons  who  attempt  to 
defend  an  untenable  nost.  Not  that  I  think  the 
rigour  of  the  law  could  reach  Dame  Jellicot  or  thy- 
self, Phoebe,  considering  that  you  carry  no  arms.  If 
Alice  had  l)een  here  she  might  mdeed  have  done  some- 
what, for  she  can  use  a  birding-piece." 

Pho'be  might  have  app<*alod  to  her  own  deeds  ol 
that  day,  as  more  allied  to  feats  of  milte  and  battle, 
than  any  which  her  young  lady  ever  acted;  bui  she 
was  in  an  agony  of  inexpressible  terror,  expecting,  fmm 
the  knight's  account  of  the  petard,  some  drvadlul 
catastrophe,  of  what  nature  she  did  not  justly  under- 
stand, notwithstanding  his  liberal  communication  on 
the  subyjct. 

"They  are  strangely  awkward  at  it,"  aaid  Sir 
Henry;  "little  Boutirhn  would  have  blown  the  house 
up  before  now.— Ah  !  he  is  a  fellow  would  take  the 
eiirih  like  a  rabbit- if  he  had  been  here,  never  may  I 
siir  but  he  would  have  eounterniined  them  en  now, 
and 

'  'Tin  »port  to  Itsve  ths  cngiaesf 

Howt  with  liw  own  petard,' 

as  our  immortal  Shakspt^are  has  it" 

"Oh  Lord,  the  poor  mad  old  gentleman,"  tbougfal 
Ph(rb(.>— "  Oh,  sir,  had  you  not  better  leave  alone 
playbooks,  and  think  of  your  end?"  uttered  ahe  aljud, 
in  sheer  terror  and  vexation  of  spirit. 

"  If  I  had  nut  made  up  my  mind  tu  that  many  dayi 
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mnort,"  answered  the  knight,  "I  had  not  now  met 
this  hour  with  n  free  bosom. 

*  Ai  i«ntlfl  uid  V  joctirxl  u  tn  rest. 

Go  I  to  death— initii  lialh  a  quiet  breast*  ** 

As  he  spoke,  a  broad  glare  of  light  flashed  from 
without  through  the  windows  of  the  halL  and  be- 
twixt the  strung  iron  stanchions  with  which  thev 
wvre  secured— a  hroad  discoloured  light  it  was,  which 
shed  a  red  and  dusky  illumination  on  the  old  armour 
and  weapons,  as  if  it  had  been  the  reflection  of  a  con- 
flagration. Phoebe  screamed  aloud,  and,  forgetful  of 
revcrt-nce  in  the  moment  of  paeition,  clung  close  to 
the  kni^t'scloak  aiid  arm,  while  Dame  Jellicot,  from 
her  pulitary  niche,  having  the  use  of  her  eyes,  though 
bereft  of  her  hearing,  yelled  like  an  owl  when  the 
moon  breaks  out  suddenly. 

"Take care,  good  Phoebe,"  said  the  knight;  "you 
will  prt'Vf nt  my  using  mv  weapon  if  you  hung  upon 
nie  thus.— The  ounglnig  tools  cannot  fix  their  petard 
without  the  use  of  torches !  Now  let  me  take  the  ad- 
Tantagc  of  this  interval.— Remember  what  I  told 
tht-e,  and  how  to  put  off  lime." 

•*Oh,  lA>rd— ay,  sir,"  said  Phoebe,  "I  will  say  any 
thing.  Oh,  Lord,  that  it  were  but  over !— Ah !  ah  r 
—-(two  prolonged  screams)—"  I  hear  something  hiss- 
ing like  a  serpent." 

"  Ii  is  the  fusee,  as  we  martialists  call  it,"  replied 
the  knight;  "  that  is,  Phoebe,  the  match  which  fires 
the  pttard,  and  which  is  longer  or  sliorter  according 
to  the  distance" 

nvKi  the  knight's  discourse  was  cut  short  by  a 
dreadful  explosion,  which,  as  he  had  foretold,  snat- 
tend  (he  door,  strong  as  it  was,  to  pieces,  and  brought 
down  the  glass  cluttering  from  the  windows,  with  all 
the  painti^l  heroes  and  heroim^  who  had  been  rc- 
cordi-d  on  that  fragile  place  of  memory  for  centuries. 
The  women  shrieked  incessantly,  and  were  answered 
by  the  iM-IIowing  of  Bevis,  though  f^hut  up  ot  a  dis- 
tance from  the  scene  of  action.  The  knight,  shaking 
Ph(j?be  from  him  with  difficulty,  advanced  into  the 
ball  to  meet  those  who  rushed  in,  with  torches  lighted, 
and  wcuuons  prepared. 

"Death  to  all  who  resist— life  to  those  who  surren- 
der!" exi'luimed  Cromwell,  stamping  with  his  foot. 
"  Who  commands  this  garrison  ?" 

"  Sir  H»nry  Lee  of  Diichley,"  answered  the  old 
knight,  tifeppin^  forward ;  "  who,  having  no  other  gar- 
Ti»in  iliiin  two  weak  women,  is  compelled  to  submit 
to  wh.Jt  lie  would  willingly  have  resisted." 

"  Disjiriii  ihr  inveterate  and  n«alignant  rebel,"  cried 
Oliver.  *'  An  thou  not  ashamed,  sir,  to  detain  me  be- 
fonr  the  dour  of  a  house  which  you  had  no  force  to 
difi'iid  ?  Wiarosi  thou  so  white  a  Ward,  and  knowest 
thou  not,  that  to  refuse  surrendering  an  indefensible 
po.«t  by  the  martial  law,  deserves  hanging?" 

"  My  beanl  and  I,"  said  Sir  Henry," "  nave  settled 
that  inutfir  between  us,  and  agree  right  cordially.  It 
is  iH-ttir  to  run  the  risk  of  being  hanged,  like  honest 
mf.n,  iliuii  to  give  up  our  trust  like  cowards  and  trai- 
tors.^' 

"IIu!  sny'st  thou?"  said  Cromwell;  "thou  hast 
powi.rfi.l  motives,  I  doubt  not.  for  ninning  thy  head 
into  n  luHiso.  Hut  I  will  speak  with  thi*e  oy  and  by. 
—  Hoi  I*,  arson,  Gilbert  Pearson,  take  this  scroll- 
Takr  thetldtrr  woman  with  thex*— Let  her  guide  you 
to  the  vtirious  pluiTs  theiein  men tiou(*d— Search 
every  r<M)ii)  therein  set  down,  and  amst,  or  slay  upon 
the  hlif;liii>.*<t  retjiifrtance,  whomsoever  you  findfthere. 
Then  note  those  places  marked  as  commanding  points 
for  eiitiMi;,'  off  intercourse  through  the  mansion— tlie 
laiHlini.'-i>iat-(8  of  the  great  staircase,  (he  great  gal- 
lery, ariii  so  forth.  Use  the  women  civilly.  The  plan 
anmxcd  to  the  scroll  will  point  out  the  [K)sts,  even  if 
pile  FTovi'  stupid  or  refractory.  Mean  while,  the  cor- 
porjl,  with  n  party  will  brint;  the  old  man  and  the  girl 
till  re  !.•  N)ine  apartment- -the  parlour,  1  think,  calh-cl 
Vjetor  Le«  's,  will  do  as  well  as  another.  We  will 
tlirti  ticoi'.i  of  this  stifling  smell  of  guniHiwder." 

So  siwvii];;,  niid  without  requirins  any  farther  as- 
eJHtanrr  or  »;nidanec,  he  walked  towards  the  apart- 
liitrit  helKid  iianud.  Sir  Henry  had  his  own  feelings, 
will  n  hi-  ^.l\v  the  unhe^itatulg  division  with  which 
tilt-  (i(i!<.r.'ii  jid  the  way,  and  which  HM-niid  to  inti- 
Diaie  a  liioie  complete  acquaintance  with  the  various  i 


localities  of  Woodstock  than  was  consistent  with  his 
own  present  design,  to  engage  tne  Commonwealth 
partv  in  a  fruitless  search  through  the  intricacies  oi 
the  Lodge. 

"  I  will  now  ask  thee  a  few  questions,  old  man," 
said  the  General,  when  they  had  arrived  in  the  room  i 
"and  I  warn  thee,  that  hope  of  pardon  for  thy  many 
and  persevering  eflbrts  against  the  Common  wealth, 
can  uu  no  otherwise  merited  than  by  the  most  direct 
answers  to  the  questions  I  am  about  to  ask." 

Sir  Henr>'  bowed.  He  would  have  spoken,  but  ha 
felt  his  temi>er  risting  high,  and  became  afraid  it  might 
be  exhausttfd  before  the  part  he  had  settled  to  play,  in 
order  to  aflbrd  the  King  time  for  his  escape,  should  be 
brought  to  an  end. 

"What  household  have  you  had  here,  Sir  Henry 

.  Lee,  within  these  few  days— what  guests— what  visit- 

I  ers  ?    We  know  that  your  means  of  housekeeping 

!  are  not  so  profuse  as  usual,  so  the  catalogue  cannot  be 

burdensome  to  your  memorv." 

"  Far  from  it,"  replied  tne  knight,  with  unusual 
command  of  temper;  "my  daughter,  and,  latterly 
my  son,  have  been  my  guests ;  and  I  have  had 
these  females,  and  one  Joccline  Jolifle,  to  attend 
up<in  us." 

"  I  do  not  ask  after  the  regular  members  of  your 
household,  but  after  those  who  have  been  within  your 
gates,  either  as  guests,  or  as  malignant  fugitives  taking 
bhelter?" 

"  There  may  have  been  more  of  both  kinds,  sir,  than 
I,  if  it  please  your  valour,  am  able  to  answer  for,"  re- 
plied the  knight.— "I  remember  my  kinsman  Everard 
was  here  one  morning— Also,  I  bethink  me,  a  follower 
of  his,  called  Wildrake."  . 

"  Did  you  not  also  receive  a  young  cavalier,  called 
'  Louis  Gamegey  ?"  said  Cromwell. 

"  I  remember  no  such  name,  were  I  to  hang  for  it," 
said  the  knight. 

"  Kerneguy,  or  some  such  word,"  said  the  General  i 
"we  will  not  quarrel  for  a  sound." 

"A  Scotch  lad,  called  Louis  Kerneguy,  was  a  guest 
of  .nine,"  said  Sir  Henry ;  "  and  left  me  this  morning 
for  Dorsetshire." 

"  So  late  !"  exclaimed  Cromwell,  stamping  with  his 
foot—"  How  fate  contrives  to  baflle  us^  even  when  she 
seems  moat  favourable !— What  direction  did  he  take, 
old  man  ?"  continued  Cromwell—"  what  horse  did  he 
rid<!— who  went  with  him?" 

"  My  son  went  with  him,"  replied  the  knight;  "he 
brought  him  here  as  the  eon  of  a  Scottish  lord.— I 
I  pray  yoii,  sir,  to  be  finished  with  these  questions ;  for 
although  I  owe  thee,  as  Will  Shakspeare  says, 
'  Itesppct  for  tlir  ffwat  place,  and  let  tiw  devil 
Be  koinotimes  lionour'd  fur  hit  buniinc  throne,*— 
yet  I  feel  my  patience  wearing  thin." 

Cromwell  here  whispered  to  the  corporal,  who  in 
turn  uttered  orders  to  two  soldiers,  who  left  the  room. 
"Place  the  knight  aside;  we  will  now  examine  the 
servant  dainsel,"  paid  the  General.— "  Dost  thou 
know,"  said  he  to  Phaibe,  "  of  the  presence  of  one 
Louis  Kerneguy,  callini?  himself  a  Scotch  page,  who 
I  came  here  a  few  days  since?" 

"Surely,  sir,"  she  replied,  "I  cannot  easily  forset 
him ;  and  I  warrant  no  well-looking  wench  mat 
comeoin  his  way  will  be  like  to  forget  him  eitluT." 

"Aha,"  said  Cromwell,  "saysl  thou  so?  tndy  T  be- 
lieve the  woman  will  prove  the  truer  witness— When 
did  he  leave  this  house  ?" 

"Nay,  I  know  nothing  of  his  movement^  not  I,** 
Raid  PliQ^be;  "1  am  only  glad  to  keep  out  of  his  way. 
|{iit  if  he  have  actually  gone  h(  nee,  I  am  sure  he  was 
here  some  two  Imurs  since,  for  he  enisled  me  in  ths 
lower  pas!>age,  between  the  hall  and  the  kitchen." 

"  How  did  you  know  it  was  he  ?"  demanded  Crom 
well. 

"  By  a  rude  enough  token,"  said  Pho'bc.— "  La,  sir 
you  do  ask  tuch  questions !"  she  added,  hanging  down 
lier  head. 

Ilumjfudgcon  here  interfered,  taking  upon  himself 
the  InMloin  of  a  coHtliiitor.  *  Vei.ly,"  he  said,  "if 
tt  liar  the  (lamsel  is  ealietl  to  speak  iii>on  haih  aught 
finwemly,  I  crave  your  Kxcellmcy's  i)erniission  to 
withdraw,  not  de^irim^  tlint  my  ni;;hily  im dilations 
may  be  disturbed  with  luits  of  such  a  nature." 
49» 


•S8 


WOODSTOCK. 


{Chap.  XXXUL 


"  Nay,  yonr  honour,"  said  Phrrbe,  "  I  soorn  iho  old  I 
man's  word^,  in  thr  wny  of  wi^iniint'Ks  or  unMrii ill- 
ness either.     Mnsttr  LuuIh  did  hut  snatch  a  kias,  thnt 
is  (he  tnith  of  if,  il'  it  niiiMt  he  told." 

Here  HuMi'.;\id;!(\>n  frronncd  d«r|>lv,  whil<»  his  Kxrrl- 
lency  avt»idi«l  Inii^^hiiiK  witli  »«omo  diflu-idiy.  "Thou 
hast  givt'ii  fxwlbnt  l»jk«ns,  Phd'he,''  he  siiid  ;  "and 
if  thi'V  bo  trill',  us  I  ihiiik  tlicy  sn  in  to  \h\  tiiou  shall 
not  lack  ihy  reward.— And  here  comes  our  spy  from 
the  stables." 

"There  are  not  the  hast  si^ns,"  said  the  trooniT, 
"that  horses  hovrt  been  in  the  stables  for  a  monin— 
then^  is  no  litter  in  the  stalls,  no  hay  in  the  rnrkH,  the 
corn-binns  are  empty,  and  the  mangers  are  full  of 
cobwebs." 

"Ay,  ay,"  said  the  old  kniiiht,  "I  have  s«Tn  when 
I  kept  twrnty  ti^i^id  hor<ies  in  these  stalls,  with  many 
a  groom  and  stnble-bov  to  attend  them." 

'In  the  mi  an  whilf,"  said  (.'romwell, "  their  present 
Btate  tells  little  for  the  tnilh  of  your  own  story,  that 
there  were  horses  to-day,  on  which  this  Kcrneguy  and 
your  son  fUnl  from  jiistiet;.*' 

"  I  did  not  say  that  the  horses  were  kept  there," 
laid  tiie  kr.isht.  "1  have  horses  and  stables  else- 
where." 

"  Fie,  fie,  for  shame,  for  shame !"  said  the  CJenernl ; 
*'  and  a  white-bearded  man,  I  ask  it  once  more,  be  a 
false  witness  ?" 

*'  Faith,  sir,"  said  Sir  Henry  Lee,  "  il  is  a  thriving 
trade,  ana  I  wonder  not  that  you  who  live  on  it  are 
00  severe  in  proseciitins  interlopers.  Kut  it  is  the 
times,  and  those  who  rule  the  tinier,  that  make  gray- 
beards  deceivers." 

"  Thou  art  facetious,  friend,  as  well  as  daring:,  in 
thy  malignancy,"  said  Ojinwell;  "but  credit  me,  I 
vill  cry  quittance  with  vou  ere  I  am  done.    Where- 


cry  ouittancc  with  you 
>  lead  these  doors  ?'' 


unto 

"To  Bedrv>«)ms,"  answered  the  knight. 

"  BednMms!  only  to  betlnwms  7"  said  the  Republi- 
can General,  in  a  voiin?  which  indicated,  such  was 
the  internal  occupation  of  his  thoughts,  that  he  had 
not  fully  understood  the  answer. 

"Lord,  sir,"  said  the  kniizht,  "why  should  you 
make  it  so  strange?  1  say  these  doors  lead  to  l>e(l- 
rooms— to  places  where  honest  men  sleep,  and  rogues 
lie  awake." 

"Vou  are  running  up  a  farther  account,  Sir 
Henry,"  said  the  General ;  "  but  wo  will  balance  it 
once  and  for  all." 

During  the  whole  of  the  scene,  Cromwell,  what- 
ever might  be  the  intenial  uncertainly  of  his  mind, 
maintained  the  most  strict  temi>erance  in  language 
and  manner,  just  as  if  he  had  no  further  interest  m 
what  was  passing,  than  as  a  militar}'  man  employed 
in  discharging  the  duty  enjoined  him  by  his  superiors. 
But  the  restraint  upon  his  passion  was  but 

"  The  torreot'i  vniftothncM  ero  it«  dtHh  beluw."* 

The  course  of  his  resolution  was  hurried  on  even 
more  forcibly,  because  no  violence  of  expression 
attended  or  announcHil  its  current.  He  threw  him- 
self into  a  chair,  with  a  countenance  that  indicated 
no  indecision  of  mind,  but  a  determination  which 
awa*ted  only  the  signal  for  action.  Mean  while  the 
knight,  as  if  resolviil  in  nothing  to  forei^o  the  pri- 
vileges of  his  rank  and  place,  sat  himself  down  m 
turn,  and  putting  on  bis  hat  which  lay  on  a  table, 
regarded  the  General  with  a  calm  K>ok  of  fearless 
ndifTerence.  The  soldiers  stiXMJ  around,  some  holding 
'ift  torches,  which  illuminated  the  apartment  with  a 
«ind  and  sombre  glun-  of  light,  the  others  r  sting 
upon  their  weapons.  Phoibe,  with  her  hands  foldt^d, 
ner  eyes  turiie<i  upwards  till  the  pupils  wen*  scarce 
visible,  and  every  shade  of  colour  banished  from  her 
ruddy  chf.'ek,  stood  like  one  in  iminodiale  apprehen* 
*  But  inorta!  pleafum.  what  art  tlioa  in  truth  1 
Ttir  turreiit'ri  vniiMirhneiw  vn^  it  daili  txtifiw, 

CASApHftix's  Oertn^de  ^  Wyomtng. 


sion  of  the  sontrnre  of  death  being  pronounced,  and 
nisrnni  rxtM-ution  coTnmundfd. 

Hi  avy  steps  were  at  last  heard,  and  Pi  nnum  and 
sonic  o)  the  soldiers  returiu^d.  This  sc*iii*tl  to  m 
what  i  -iimweli  wailed  for.  He  startoi  up.  ani 
ai^ki-d  hastily,  "Any  m-ws,  Pearsim  ?  any  prMooen 
—any  mahenants  slain  in  thy  defenci*  7" 

"  None,  ISO  please  your  Kxcellency,"  answered  the 

OlTlCiT 

"  And  are  thv  sentinels  all  carefully  placed,  at 
Tomkins*  scroll  gave  direction,  and  wilh  ditiDg 
onlers  ?" 

"With  the  moPt  dilib^'ratc  care,"  said  Pearson. 

",\rt  thou  very  sure."  said  ('romwtll,  piiKir.i;  him 
a  little  to  one  side,  "that  this  is  all  well  and  duly 
careil  for?  lierhink  thw»,  that  when  we  rn;.'aA;  oor- 
si-lves  in  the  private  communicatioiii>,  all  will  l^e  Utsl 
should  the  party  we  look  for  have  the  mtanb  uf  dofc- 
ging  \\f*  by  an  <  »>ca|ie  into  the  more  oneu  rooms,  aod 
IVoni  iheniv  perhaps  into  the  forest." 

"My  Lord  (ieneral,"  answered  Pearson,  "if 
placing  the  guards  on  the  places  pointer!  out  in  thm 
scroll  be  sulfirient,  with  thcsirietesl  unlt-r^  toeiup, 
and.  if  necessary,  to  stab  or  shoot,  whix-vcr  crcssti 
their  p«)st,  such  orders  are  given  to  men  who  will  not 
fail  to  execute  tluni.  If  more  is  necessary,  your  Ex- 
cellency has  only  to  speak." 

"No-no— n^^  Pearwrn,"  said  the  Ot-neral,  "ihoa 
hast  done  well.— This  night  over,  and  lei  irciidbulu 
we  liooe,  thy  reward  shall  not  Ik.'  awanting.— .4od 
now  to  busm«'?s.— Sir  Henr>'  Lee,  undo  me  th*-  w-cirt 
spring  of  yonder  picture  of  your  ancfsfor— Nay,  j<pan 
yourself  tlio  trouble  and  guilt  of  fal.xchofNl  or  erinivo- 
cation,  and,  I  say,  undo  me  that  K|>ring  presently." 

"When  I  acknowledge  you  for  my  master,  and 
wear  your  livery,  I  may  obey  your  comniandsj'*  an- 
swered the  knight:  "even  then  I  would  need  nntlo 
undtrstand  them.' 

"Wench,"  said  rn^mwcll,  addressinfc  Phopbe,  "go 
thou  undo  the  spring— you  could  do  it  fast  enough 
when  you  aimed  at  the  gambols  of  the  demons  of 
Wo<idstock,  and  tcrrifii^  even  Mark  Everard,  who^I 
judi;<  d  had  more  sense." 

"Oh  Lonl.  sir,  what  shall  I  doT'  said  Phcebe, 
looking  to  the  knight;  "they  know  all  abi>ut  tt. 
What  shall  I  do?" 

"For  thy  life,  hold  out  to  the  last,  wench!  Even 
minute  is  worth  a  million." 

"Ha!  heard  you  that,  Pearson T*  said  Cromwd 
to  the  oiHcer;  then,  stamping  with  his  foot,  ht 
addi»d,  "  Undo  the  spring,  or  i  will  else  us«'  levers  and 
wrenching-irons— Or,  ha !— another  petanl  were  wdl 
bestowed— Call  thernplnotir!" 

"Oh  Lord,  sir."  cried  Phwbe,  ''I  shall  never  \m 
another  p<ter— 1  will  open  the  spring.'* 

"  Do  as  thou  wilt,"  said  Sir  Henry  ;  "  it  shall  profit 
them  but  little." 

Whether  from  real  agitation,  or  from  a  desire  to  gain 
time,  Phoebe  was  some  minutes  ere  she  could  gtt 
the  sprng  to  open ;  it  was  indeed  secured  with  art, 
and  the  machinery  on  which  it  acted  was  concralfd 
in  the  frame  of  the  portrait.  The  w  hole,  when  fas- 
teneil,  appeared  cnite  motionless,  and  betmyeil,  u 
when  exnmintd  by  Colonel  Everard,  no  externil 
maik  of  its  being  possible  to  remove  it.  It  was  now 
with<Irawn,  howWer,  and  showed  o  narrow  recess 
with  stf'ps  which  ascended  on  one  side  into  the  thick* 
ness  of  the  wall.  CroinwHI  was  now  like  a  grey- 
hound simped  from  the  leash  with  the  prey  in  fuU 
view.— "L'p,"  he  cried,  "Pearson,  thmi  an  swifter 
than  I  -Up  thou  next,  Corporal."  With  more  agility 
than  coiiln  have  been  expected,  from  his  person  or 
y'-ars,  which  w^re  post  the  meridian  of  life,  and  ei- 
clniming,  "  Bffore,  those  with  the  torrhes  v*  he  fol- 
lowed the  portv,  like  on  eager  huntsman  in  ihen>arof 
his  hounds,  to  encourage  at  once  and  direct  them,  as 
they  penrtrated  into  the  labyrinth describtxl  hy  Docith 
Rochuclifib  in  the  "*  Wonders  of  Woodsif^k.^' 
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riie  King,  thproAirr,  for  liiii  defence 

Apiiniit  the  furious  Uiieen, 
At  WiXHlriiock  buii<lid  Mich  a  boww, 

A«  never  yi't  wiu  r*n'n. 
Moat  curiuuNljr  Ihnt  bower  waa  built. 

Of  nione  and  timber  utroTig ; 
An  huntired  ami  fifty  duor* 

Did  tu  tliiH  bo«vor  U'loiw : 
And  tht'y  iMt  cunninely  contrived, 

With  tumingi  round  about. 
That  none  but  with  a  clow  of  Uircad 

Could  enter  lu  or  out. 

Ballad  qf  Fair  Roaamond. 

The  tradition  of  tho  country,  as  will  as  pomc  his- 
torirnl  evidence,  confinned  the  opinion  that  there 
existi-d,  within  the  old  Royal  Lodgo  at  Woodstock, 
a  lahyrintli,  or  connected  seriei*  of  subierrantan  pa»- 
•ages  built  chiefly  by  Henry  H.,  for  the  security  of 
his  mi£>tress,  Rosamond  Cliil'ord,  from  the  jealousy  of 
ht«  Uucen,  the  ccKbratctl  KU-nnor.  Doctor  Ro<'hc- 
diffi.*,  mderd,  in  one  of  those  tita  of  contradiction  with 
which  antiquaries  are  wmelimeB  m.ized,  was  hold 
enough  to  di!»;»ute  the  alleged  purpost^  of  the  perplexed 
mazt;  of  TO(tm9  and  passagt^  witli  which  the  walls  of 
the  Jincirnt  pnlacc  were  perforati-d ;  but  the  fact  wos 
undt-niiihle,  that  in  raising  the  fabric  Fome  IS'orman 
archifer.t  had  cxerterl  the  utmost  of  the  coniplicaied 
art  w  inch  tlify  have  often  shown  eisi^where,  in  cn-at- 
in?  Si-cTfA  passajzes,  and  chambers  of  retreat  and  con- 
cealment. There  were  stoirs,  which  were  asuended 
merely,  as  it  set^med,  for  the  purpoi>e  of  descending 
again— pa s!>a;!eH,  which,  after  turning  and  windmg 
Ibr  a  considerable  way,  returned  to  the  place  where 
they  net  out— there  were  trapdoors  and  hatchways, 
panels  and  portcullises.  Although  Oliver  was  assisted 
by  a  sort  ot  ground-plan,  made  out  and  transmitted 
by  JoMcph  Tomkins,  whose  former  employment  in 
UfKitor  Rochecliffir's  service  had  made  liim  fully 
■cquointed  with  the  place,  it  was  found  inujerft^-i ; 
and,  iiiorf'over,  the  most  serious  obstacles  to  their 
proCTiss  occurred  in  the  shape  of  f^trong  doors, 
pnrly- walls,  and  iron  gates— so  that  the  paity  blun- 
dfrtii  on  in  tin*  dark,  uncrrtain  wiietlier  th»'y  were 
not  i!o:ng  furihrr  from,  rather  than  av)|iroaching,  the 
extremity  of  the  labyrinth.  They  were  obliged  to 
iM-nd  for  m(<*hnnics,  with  sltdge-hamniers  and  other 
itistrumenf?,  to  force  one  or  two  of  those  doors, 
vhii'h  rcsiiitcd  all  other  means  of  undoing  them. 
LalMiurirm  along  in  these  (iusky  pas>n;:es,  when-, 
from  timr  to  time,  they  wen*  like  to  be  choked  by  the 
dns*t  vhirh  lln.ir  actsof  vioknce  ex<'itecJ,  the  soldiers 
wi  r(-  oMigtd  tf»  be  relieved  oJu  ner  than  once,  and  the 
hiilky  Corporal  Grace-be-here  himself  puHed  and 
Idew  like  n  gratnpus  that  has  cot  into  snoai  water. 
Cronnvfll  aloiu^  continued,  with  unabated  zeal,  to 
pti^h  on  his  researches— to  eneourng*'  the  soldiers,  by 
thcexluirtations  vvhich  they  l.est  un(lersto<MJ,  agamat 
faintim;  for  la<-k  of  faith— and  to  secure,  by  seiilinels 
at  I  r"p<  r  plactrs,  possession  of  the  ground  which  they 
had  already  explored.  His  acuf^  and  ohservitig  eye 
d»'teit«-<l  with  a  sneering  smile,  the  cordage  ana  ma- 
fhintrj  by  whi<h  the  M  of  lyoor  D«'sh<»rough  had 
lieen  inverted,  and  «■  vend  n*mo ins  of  the  various  dis- 

I'y-fn  rij!  wi.ll  na  privote  modes  of  acerss,  by  which 
_  it>})i)ro:mli.  Klrtson,  and  Harrison,  had  been  previ- 
ouk!)  itn{;o«ifl  iiiion.  He  pointed  them  out  to  Pear- 
«oii.  with  110  farther  comment  than  was  implied  in  the 
cx«  bmation,  "The  simple  fools!'' 

\h\t  his  assistants  l)euan  to  lose  heart  and  be  d's- 
roumsed,  and  requiretl  all  his  spirit  to  raise  thetrs. 
He  then  callifl  their  attention  to  voices  which  they 
Btitned  to  hf  ar  before  iheiii,  and  urged  these  as  evi- 
dence that  they  were  moving  on  the  track  of  some 
enrrny  of  the  f-ommon wealth,  who,  for  the  execution 
of  liis  mali^'nant  plots,  had  retreated  into  theseextra- 
orrlinary  faHtnesses. 

The  spirits  of  the  men  became  at  last  downcast 
notwithstanding  all  this  encouragement.  They  spoke 
to  t  arh  other  in  whispers,  of  the  devils  of  W^xKfstock, 
who  niiuht  hi*  all  the  whil(>  decoying  them  forward  to 
a  r«.iMn  said  to  exist  in  the  Palace,  where  the  floor, 
revolving  »»n  an  axis,  precipitated  those  >^  ho  entered 
inti)  a  liiitfotnli^ss  abyss,  liinngudgeon  hinted,  that 
)m'  had  conHulttnl  the  Scripture  tliat  morning  by  way 
of  lot,  ajid  his  fiirtuoe  had  been  to  alight  on  the  pat- 
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sage,  "  F.atychus  fell  down  from  the  'hird  loft"  The 
energv'  and  authority  t)f  (..'roniwell,  howtvtr,  and  the 
ret're^inment  of  S4>mo  food  and  strong  wakra,  recon- 
cilfil  them  to  pursuing! heir  tusk. 

Nevertheless,  with  all  thtir  unwearied  exertions, 
morning  dawned  on  tho  search  before  they  had 
reachea  Doctor  RocheclitTe's  sitting  apartment,  into 
which,  after  all,  they  obtained  entrance  by  a  mode 
much  more  diflicult  than  that  which  the  Doctor 
himself  employed.  But  here  their  ingenuity  was 
long  at  fault.  From  the  miscellaneous  articles  that 
were  strt^wed  around,  and  the  preparations  made 
for  f(K>d  and  lodging;,  it  seemed  they  had  gained 
the  very  citadel  of  the  labyrinth  ;  but  though  vanons 
passages  opened  from  it,  they  all  temiinated  in 
places  with  which  they  were  already  acquainted,  or 
communicatcfl  with  tne  other  parts  of  the  house, 
where  their  own  sentinels  a8.«iured  them  none  had 
passed.  Cromwell  remained  long  in  deep  uncertain- 
ty. Mean  time  he  dinnited  Pi^arson  to  take  charge 
of  the  cipht^rs,  and  more  important, papers  which 
lay  on  the  tabh».  "Though  there  is  little  there,"  he 
said,  "that  I  have  not  already  known,  by  means  of 
Trusty  Tomkins— Honest  Joseph— for  an  artful  and 
thorough -paced  agent,  the  like  of  thee  is  not  left  in 
England.'' 

After  a  considerable  pause,  during  which  he  sound- 
ed with  the  ponnncl  of  his  sword  almost  ever>'  stone 
in  the  building,  and  every  plank  on  the  floor,  the 
(rencral  gave  orders  to  bring  the  old  knight  and  Doc- 
tor Rocheclifle  to  the  spot,  trusting  that  he  might 
work  out  of  them  some  explanation  of  the  secrets  of 
this  apartment. 

"  So  plenst!  your  Excellency,  to  let  me  to  deal  with 
them,"  said  Pearson,  who  w«*  a  tnie  soldier  of  for- 
tune, and  had  been  a  bucanier  in  the  West  Indies.  "I 
think  that,  by  a  whipcord  twitched  tight  round  their 
forehead,  anti  twisted  about  with  a  pistol-but,  I  could 
make  either  the  truth  start  from  their  lips,  or  the  eyes 
from  their  head." 

"  Out  upon  thee,  Pearson !"  said  Cromwell,  with 
abhorrence;  "we  have  no  warrant  for  such  cruelty, 
neither  as  Englishmen  nor  Christians.  We  may  slay 
malignants  as  we  crush  noxious  animals,  but  to  tor- 
ture them  is  a  deadU'  sin ;  for  it  is  written,  '  He  made 
them  to  be  pitied  of  thost^  who  carried  them  captive.* 
IVay.  I  recall  the  oroer  even  for  their  examination, 
tnisting  that  wisdom  will  l>e  granted  us  without  it,  to 
discover  their  most  secret  devices." 

There  was  a  pauKC  acconiingly,  during  which  an 
idea  seized  uton  Cromwell's  imagination — "  Bring 
nu!  hither,"  h«;  said,  "yonder  stool;"  and  placing  it 
beneath  one  of  the  windows,  of  which  there  were  two 
so  high  in  the  wall  as  not  to  be  accessible  from  the 
floor,  he  elambend  up  into  the  entrance  of  the  window, 
which  was  six  or  f^evtm  feet  dee|»,  corR^sponding  with 
the  ihiektH'ss  of  the  wall.  "Come  up  hither,  Pear- 
son," said  the  (ieneral ;  "  but  ere  thou  contest,  double 
the  guard  at  the  foot  of  the  turret  called  Love's  Lad- 
der, and  bid  them  bring  up  the  other  petard— So  now, 
come  thou  hither." 

The  inferior  ofllcer,  however  brave  in  the  field,  wau 
one  of  tiiose  whom  a  gn-at  height  strikes  with  gid- 
diness and  sickness.  He  shrunk  back  from  the  view 
of  the  precipice,  on  the  vergeof  which  Cromwell  was 
standing  with  complete  indil'erence,  till  the  Geiura]. 
cat(^ing  the  hnnd  of  his  follower.  pulltKl  him  forwam 
as  far  as  he  would  advance.  "  I  think."  said  the  Gen- 
eral, "I  have  found  the  clew,  but  by  this  light  it  is  no 
easy  one  !  See  vou,  we  stand  in  the  portal  near  the 
top  of  Ilt>samond'8  Tower;  and  von  turret  which  rises 
opposite  to  our  fei^t,  is  that  which  is  called  love's 
Ladder,  from  which  the  drawbri/lge  reachtd  that  ad- 
mitted the  profligate  Norman  tyrant  to  the  bower  of 
his  mistn  ss." 

"  True,  my  lord,  but  the  drawbridge  is  gonr  "  said 
Pearson. 

"Ay,  Pearson,"  replied  the  General;  "but  an  active 
man  might  spring  from  the  spot  we  stand  upon  to  the 
battlements  of  yonder  turret." 

"I  do  not  think  h),  my  lord,"  said  Pearson. 

"What!"  said  ("rtmiwell;  "not  if  the  avenger  of 
blood  were  behind  you,  with  his  slaughter- weapon  in 
bbhudr 
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"The  fpnr  of  in«»fnnt  d^Tfli  niuihf  do  mth*h,"  nn- 
BWf-n?d  Pwir^HJ  ;  "luit  wli-.n  I  look  at  tlirif  slu'T 
depth  on  rilhtr  J«idf,  niid  nt  rh«'  rrnpfy  r-hM^m  bi'- 
twitjn  us  ami  yondrr  turnt,  wliirh  i.-,  F  wnrrnnt  vrm, 
twolvt»  fe-'t  diafnnt,  I  confiHtt  ihr  friifh,  nofhini; 
short  of  ihir  most  iiiirniiKMit  d<inir«T  should  indin  v  rin' 
to  try.     Pah-tho  thouf^ht  riuikis  my  hf.id  prow 

giddy!— I  trrnibln  to  »■<•  yojir  Hi^i'fifnf*.'*  k1  and  then?, 
alancin;;  yoiirp<  If  as  if  voii  iii<  dilated  a  pprin^  into  ] 
fh<*  empty  air.    I  nptat,  I  would  H-arrc  Hfand  50  nt-sir 
the  venje  as  docs  your  HiKhnoHS,  for  tliu  rtw.'Ui;  of 
my  life." 

Ah,  baae  and  defjenerato  spirit !"  paid  the  Gcni*- 
ralt  "houI  of  mud  and  clay,  wouldst  thou  nor  do  if. 
ana  murh  more,  for  the  poss'-nsion  of  f-mpirc!— that 
is,  peradvi-nfuri',"  coniinu'Hl  he,  rhanmiiir  histoni-  as 
one  who  has*  said  lo*^  much,  "shonlds?!  thou  becalird 
on  to  do  thip,  that  iherehy  l>e<:omim;  a  j:rr*at  man  in 
the  tril>r.s  of  Israel,  ihou  mi^diti^t  n-de-^m  the<aptjvity 
of  Jerusalem— ay,  and  it  may  \n\  vfnrk  some  j-'rcat 
work  for  the  artlietetl  p<v)j)le  of  ihi.s  land  7" 

"  Vour  Hishntas  may  ut'\  sueticalis,"'  said  the  offi- 
cer:  "  btit  they  are  noUor  poor  (filbert  Pearj»on,  vour 
faithful  follower.  You  marie  a  jest  of  me  y«'StiT(lHy, 
when  I  tried  to  itpeak  your  l»nKua;;c;  and  I  am  no 
more  able  to  fulfil  your  disi^ns,  than  to  use  your 
mode  of  spe(»ch." 

"  Hut,  Pearson,"  said  Cromwell,  "  thou  hast  thrice, 
3rea,  fi>ur  times.  ( ailed  me  your  Highness." 

"Did  I.  my  lord  7  I  was  not  sensible  of  it.  I  crave 
your  pardon,    said  the  oiTirer. 

"^ay,"  said  Oliver,  "there  was  no  offence.  I  do 
indeed  stand  bi.i^h,  and  I  may  pcrchanre  stand  bip:her 
— though,  alas,  It  wen*  fitter  for  a  simple  soul  like  me 
to  return  to  my  ploui;h  and  my  husbandry.  Nover- 
thele.fls,  I  will  not  wrestle  agamst  the  suim-me  will, 
■hould  I  be  called  on  to  do  yet  more  in  that  worthy 
cause.  For  surely  In*  who  hath  been  to  our  British 
Israel  as  a  shield  of  help,  and  a  sword  of  excelh^ney, 
making  her  enemies  be  found  liars  unto  her,  will  not 
gve  over  the  tlock  to  those  fooli.^h  shepherds  of 
Westminster,  who  shear  the  sheep  and  fe<'d  them 
not,  and  who  are  in  very  dt;ed  hirelinKS,  not  shep- 
herds." 

"I  trust  to  see  your  Lordship  quoil  them  all  down 
•tairs,"  answered  Pearson.  "  But  may  I  ask  why  we 
pursue  this  diseoiirse  even  now,  until  we  have  secured 
the  common  enemy?" 

"I  will  tarry  no  jot  of  time"— said  the  General; 
"fence  the  communication  of  love's  Ladder,  as  it  is 
called,  below,  as  I  take  it  for  almoi<t  ct-riain,  that  the 
party  whom  we  have  driven  from  fastness  to  fastness 
during  the  nighr,  has  at  length  si)rung  to  the  top  of 
yonder  battlements  from  the  place  whrre  we  now 
stand.  Finding  the  turret  isguanl«'d  below,  the  place 
he  has  chosen  for  his  security  will  prove  a  rat-trap, 
from  whence  there  is  no  returning." 

"There  is  a  cask  of  gunpowder  in  this  cabinet," 
said  Pearson;  "were  it  not  better,  my  lord,  to  mine 
the  tower,  if  he  will  not  n'nder  himself,  and  send  the 
whole  turret  with  its  contents  one  hundred  feet  into 
the  air?" 

"Ah,  silly  man,"  said  Cromwell,  striking  him  fa- 
miliarly on  the  shoulder,  "if  thou  hadst  done  this 
without  telling  me,  it  had  been  good  service.  But  we 
will  first  summon  the  turret,  and  then  think  whether 
the  petard  wdl  ser>'eour  turn— it  is  but  mining  at  ^st. 
— Blow  a  summons  there,  down  below." 

The  trumpets  rang  at  his  bidding,  tdl  the  old  walls 
echoed  from  every  recess  and  vaulted  archway.  Crom- 
well, as  if  he  careil  not  to  look  upon  the  |)erson  whom 
he  expected  to  appear,  drew  back,  like  a  necromancer 
sfVaici  of  the  spinure  which  he  has  evoke<l. 

"  He  has  come  to  the  battlement,"  said  Pearson  to 
his  Gi'neral. 

"In  what  diTPSs  or  appearance?"  answered  Crom- 
well from  within  the  chamber. 

"  A  gray  riding-suit,  passmented  with  silver,  russet 
walking-boots,  a  cut  band,  a  gray  bat  and  plume, 
black  hair." 

"  It  is  he  it  is  he  I"  said  Cromwell ;  "  and  another 
crowning  mercy  is  vouchsafed !" 

i  'an  time.  Pearson  and  young  Lee  exchanged  de- 
Hanct  from  (neir  respective  posls. 


f     "  .^iirrenilrr."  ^.lid  the  former,  **or  wc  blow  yoa 
up  in  vour  tasint':*s." 

"  I  am  n)me  of  t(»o  high  a  nee  to  surrender  to  n- 
brls,"  s.iid  Albert,  assjmiina  ihe  air  i^iih  which,  in 
su'h  a  corulition.  a  king  mi'^ht  have  spf»ken- 

"  I  bear  you  to  witnes.*,"  cried  CromwcU.  exultinj^jr, 
"he  barb  rrfusi  d  quarter.  Of  a  surety,  hia  blixjd  tie 
on  his  head.--On«*  of  you  brinfr  down  the  bam'l  nf 
powdi  r.  As  hf  lovrs  to  soar  hi.:'fi,  we  will  add  what 
can  h*'  tak<n  fnim  the  soldier*  bnndole<?rs.— ('ome 
with  me,  Pnarson;  thou  undcrsfandesi  this  gf.ar.- 
Corporal  Grace-lie- here,  stand  thou  fa«l  on  the  pint 
form  (»f  the  window,  where  Captain  Pears«m  ond  I 
stood  but  evi'n  ntiw,  and  Iwnd  tnu  p<jint  of  thy  parti 
san  azainst  any  who  shall  attempt  to  \*n»9.  Thoc 
art  n.H  strong  as  a  bull ;  and  I  will  back  tliee  a^^inrl 
despair  itself." 

"But,"  said  the  corporal,  mounting  reluctantly, 
"  the  pla(re  is  as  the  pinnacle  of  the  Temple;  and  it  li 
written,  that  Eutychiis  fell  down  from  the  third  loft 
and  was  token  uixlead." 

"  Reernise  he  slept  upon  hi»  post,"  answered  f>onv 
well  reafiily.  "  Bewart»  thou  (if  carelessnew,  and  thus 
thy  fe«'t  shall  be  kept  from  sttimbling.— Y«i  foursol- 
tlirrs,  remain  here  to  support  the  corporal,  if  it  be  ne- 
ct»ssary;  ainl  you,  as  well  as  the  corporal,  will  dnw 
into  the  vaultet]  passage  the  minute  the  tnimpets 
sound  a  retreat.  It  is  as  strong  as  n  casfntate, 
and  you  may  lie  there  safe  fnun  the  ffU^its  of  ibe 
mine.  Thou.  Zerubbabel  Robins,  I  know,  will  be 
their  lance-prisade."* 

Robins  bowed,  and  the  General  departed  to  join 
tho.-«e  who  were  without. 

As  he  reached  the  door  of  the  hall,  the  petard  wm 
heanl  to  expKxle,  and  he  saw  that  it  had  micceed«I: 
for  the  soldiers  rushed,  brandishing  their  swords  and 
pistols,  in  at  the  postern  of  the  turret,  whose  gate  hid 
been  successfully  forced.  A  thrill  of  exultation,  bat 
not  unrninsled  with  horror,  shot  across  the  veins  of 
the  ambitious  soldier. 

"Now— now!"  he  cried;  "they  are  dealing  with 
him !" 

His  expectations  were  deceived  Pearson  and  the 
others  n'turned  disappointed,  and  reponed  they  had 
bt^  n  stopt  by  a  strona  trnpdt>or  of  grated  iron,  extended 
over  the  narrow  stair;  and  they  could  st«  there  wm 
an  obstacle  of  the  same  kind  some  ten  feet  higher. 
To  remove  it  by  forc»*i  while  a  de*«perate  and  well- 
armed  man  had  the  advantage  of  the  steps  above 
them,  miuht  cost  many  lives.  "  Which,  laek-a-day," 
said  the  G«'n»^ral,  "it  is  our  duty  to  be  tender  a. 
What  dost  thou  advise.  Grilbert  Pearson  ?" 

"  We  must  use  powder,  my  lord,"  onswered  Pear- 
son, who  saw  his  master  was  too  modest  to  reserve  to 
himself  the  whole  merit  of  the  proceeding— "There 
may  be  a  chamber  easily  and  conveniently  formed 
under  the  foot  of  the  stair.  We  he.ve  a  sausage,  by 
good  luck,  to  form  the  train— and  wi' 

"  Ah  t"  said  Cromwell.  "  I  know  thou  canst  manaiis 
such  ^ear  well  —But,  Gilbert,  I  go  to  visit  the  posts, 
and  give  them  orders  to  retire  to  a  safe  distance  when 
the  retreat  is  sounded.  You  will  allow  them  five 
minutes  for  this  purpose." 

"  Three  is  enough  for  any  knave  of  them  all,"  said 
Pearson.  "They  will  be  lame  indeed,  that  require 
more  on  such  a  service— 1  ask  but  one,  though  1  fire 
the  train  myself." 

"Tak**  heedj"  said  Cromwell,  "that  the  poor  soul 
be  listened  10,  if  he  asks  quarter.  It  may  be,  he  may 
repent  him  of  his  haniheartedneas,  and  call  for 
mercy." 

"And  mercy  he  shall  have"— answered  Pearson, 
"provided  he  calls  loud  enough  to  make  me  hear  him; 
for  the  explosion  of  that  damned  petard  has  made  me 
as  deaf  as  the  devil's  dam." 

"  Hush,  GUbert,  hush !"  said  Cromwell ;  "  yoa  of- 
fend in  vour  language." 

"  2^Ks,  sir,  I  must  speak  either  in  your  way.  or  in 
my  own,"  said  Pearson,  "unless  I  am  to  be  dumb  u 
well  as  deaf!  Away  with  you,  my  lord,  to  visit  the 
posts  I  and  you  will  presently  bear  me  make  soms 
noise  m  the  world." 

*  "  Laaoe-prindft."  or  "  Itnos-briiada.** 
Uk%a 


Chjvp.  XXXIVI 


WOODSTOCK. 


m 


Cminwfll  smiled  gently  nt  hin  aid-dc-camp*B  petu- 
lance, pnttul  hill)  on  thu  clicMildLT,  and  called  him  a 
mad  fvllow.  walked  a  little  way,  then  turned  bark  to 
whisper,  '*  What  thou  dual,  do  quickly ;"  then  returned 
Bjzain  towards  the  outer  rircle  of  f^iarda,  turniiiQ;  hia 
head  from  lime  to  time,  as  if  to  asKure  himwir  that 
the  corpora],  to  whom  he  had  intrusted  the  duty,  still 
kept  guard  with  his  advanced  weapon  upon  the  terrific 
chasm  between  Rosamoncfs  Tower  and  the  cor- 
rc8(>onding  rurrrt.  Seeing  him  standing  on  his  post, 
the  (General  mutti red  between  his  mustaches,  The 
fellow  hath  the  strength  and  courage  of  a  bear:  and 
yonder  is  a  nost  where  one  shall  do  more  to  keep  back, 
than  a  liiinnred  in  making  way."  He  casta  last  look 
on  the  gigantic  ^gure,  wlu  stood  in  that  airy  position, 
like  SMPe  Gothic  statue,  the  weapon  half  levelled 
against  the  opposite  turret,  with  the  out  rested  against 
his  nght  foot  tiis  steel  cap  and  biUTiished  corselet  ghl- 
tering  in  the  rising  sun. 

Cromwell  then  passed  on  to  give  the  neceasary  or- 
ders, that  such  sentinels  as  might  be  endangered  at 
tbtir  present  posts  by  the  effect  of  the  mine,  should 
withdraw  at  tne  sound  of  the  trumpet  to  the  places 
which  he  pointed  out  to  them.  Never,  on  any  occa- 
sion of  his  life,  did  he  display  more  calmness  and  pre- 
sence of  mind.  He  was  kind.  nay.  facetious  with  the 
soldiers,  who  adored  him ;  and  y«'i  he  n>sembled  a  vol- 
cano bffore  the  eruption  coii,mtrncrs— all  peaceful  and 
quiet  without,  while  a  hundred  contradictory  passions 
wiTu  raging  in  his  bosom. 

Corporal  Humgudgeon,  mean  while,  remained  steady 
upon  his  iioat ;  yet,  uiough  as  determined  a  soldier  as 
ever  fought  among  the  redoubled  n-giment  of  Iron- 
sidt'fl,  ar.d  possessed  of  no  small  share  of  that  exalted 
fanaticism  which  lent  so  k(^*n  an  edge  to  the  natural 
courage  of  those  stem  religionists,  the  veteran  felt  his 
present  situation  to  be  highly  uncomfortable.  Within 
a  pike's  length  of  him  ams<.>a  turret,  which  was  aliout 
to  bediiipersed  in  massive  fragments  through  the  air; 
and  he  felt  small  confidence  in  the  length  of  time 
which  might  be  allowed  for  his  escat>e  from  such  a 
dangerous  vicinity.  The  duty  of  constant  vigilance 
upon  his  post,  was  partly  divided  by  this  natural  feel- 
in^',  which  intiui*ed  him  from  time  to  time  to  bend  his 
c>*.*s  on  the  miners  below,  instead  of  keeping  them  ri- 
veted on  the  opposite  turret. 

At  length  the  interest  of  the  scene  arose  to  the  utter- 
most. After  entering  and  returning  from  the  turret, 
and  coming  out  again  more  than  once,  in  the  course 
of  about  twenty  minutes  Pearson  issued,  as  it  might 
be  supposiKl,  for  the  last  time,  carrying  in  his  hand, 
and  uncoiling,  as  he  went  along,  the  sausage,  or  linen 
bag,  (ho  callfd  from  its  apfiearanee,)  which,  strongly 
sewed  together,  and  cramimxl  with  gunpowder,  was 
to  serve  as  a  train  betwixt  the  mine  to  be  sprung,  and 
the  point  occupied  by  the  engineer  who  was  to  give 
fire.  He  was  in  the  act  of  finally  adjusting  it,  when 
the  attention  of  the  corooral  on  the  tower  bt^came 
irrri-flistibly  and  exclusivelv  riveted  upon  the  pn>uara- 
tions  for  the  explosion.  t)ut  while  lie  watchiti  the 
aide-de-camp  dra\%ing  his  pistol  to  give  fin>,  and  the 
trumpetiT  handling  itis  instniment,  as  waiting  the 
order  to  sound  the  retreat,  fate  nishra  on  the  unhappy 
seiitine-l  in  a  way  he  least  exi^ected. 

Young,  active,  bold,  and  completely  possessed  of 
his  pRsence  of  mind,  Albc^rt  Lee,  who  tiad  bei>n  from 
the  loonhtHes  a  watchful  observer  of  every  measure 
which  had  bet'n  taken  by  his  besiegers,  had  resolved 
to  make  one  desfx^raie  effort  for  self-preservation.— 
While  the  head  of  the  sentinel  on  the  opinjaite  platform 
was  turned  from  him,  and  lK:nt rather  downwards,  h: 
midfirnly  sprung  across  the  chasm,  though  the  space 
on  which  he  lighted  was  scarce  wide  enough  for  two 
persons,  threw  the  surprised  soldier  from  the  precari- 
ous stand,  and  jumped  himself  down  into  his  chamber. 
The  gigantic  troop<'r  went  sheer  down  twenty  feel, 
struck  against  a  projecting  battlement,  which  launched 
the  %vreiche<I  man  outwards,  and  then  fell  on  the  earth 
with  such  tremendous  force,  that  the  head,  which  first 
touched  the  ground,  dint(<d  a  hole  in  the  soil  of  six 
inches  in  deptn,  and  was  crushed  like  an  eggshell.— 
Scarce  knowing  what  had  happened,  yet  startled  and 
confounded  at  the  descent  of  this  heavy  body,  which 
kU  at  no  gnat  distance  Irom  him,  Paaisoa  snspt  his 


pistol  at  the  train,  no  previous  warning  given ;  t'la 
powder  caught,  and  the  mine  exploded.  H:)d  it  be  *n 
stronglv  eharge<i  with  pouder,  muny  of  those  without 
might  have  huflend.  nut  (he  explosion  was  only 
r)owerful  enoush  to  blow  out,  in  a  lateral  dinction,  a 

I  tart  of  the  wnll  just  above  the  foundation,  sufficienti 
lowever,  to  destroy  the  e<iiiipoise  of  the  huilding. — 
Then  amid  a  cloud  of  smoKe,  which  began  gradually 
to  encircle  the  turret  like  a  bhroud,  arising  slowly  froin 
its  bnse<  to  its  summit,  it  was  setn  to  stagger  and 
shake,  by  all  who  had  courase  to  look  steadily  at  a 
sight  so  dn-adful.  Slowly,  at  nrsr,  the  buildinjg  inclined 
outwards,  then  ru.<<hed  prei*ipitatety  to  it8  base,  and 
fell  to  the  ground  in  hupe  fragments,  the  strength  of 
its  resistance  showing  the  excellence  of  the  mason« 
work.  The  engineer,  so  soon  as  he  had  fired  the  train, 
flL-d  in  such  al'ann  that  he  well  nigh  ran  against  his 
General,  who  was  advancing  towards  hirii,  while  a 
huge  stone  fnmi  the  summit  of  the  building,  flymg 
farther  than  the  rest,  lighted  within  a  yard  of  them. 

"Thou  hast  been  over  hasty,  Pearson,"  sakl  Crom- 
well, with  thetfreaiest  composun*  possible— "hath  no 
one  fallen  in  that  snme  tower  of  Siloe?" 

"Some  one  fell,"  said  Pearson,  still  in  great  agita- 
tion, "and  yonder  lies  his  body  half-buried  in  tha 
rubbish." 

With  a  quick  and  rrsolutestep, Cromwell  approached 
the  spot,  and  eAclainie<],  "Pearsim,  thou  hast  mined 
me— the  young  man  hath  escaped.— This  is  our  own 
sentinel- plague  on  the  idiot !  Let  him  rot  beneath 
the  ruins  which  crushed  him  f 

A  cry  now  resounded  from  the  platform  of  RosSr 
mond's  Tower,  which  appeared  yet  taller  than  for* 
nierlv,  deprived  of  the  neighl)Ouring  turret,  wl  ich 
emulated,  though  it  did  not  attain  to  its  heU;ht.  "A 
prisoner,  noble  General— a  prisoner— the  fox  wtiom 
we  have  chased  all  night  is  now  in  the  snare— tha 
Lord  hath  delivered  nim  into  the  hand  of  his  ser- 
vants."        ^ 

"  Look  you  keep  him  in  safe  custody,"  exclaimsd 
Cromwell,  "and  bring  him  presently  down  to  tbt 
apartment  from  which  the  secret  passages  have  their 
principal  entrance." 

"  Your  Excellency  shall  be  obeyed." 

The  j>rocee<lings  of  Alk-rt  L««,  to  which  these  ex- 
clamations n'laied,  had  been  unfortunate.  He  had 
dashed  fnmi  the  platform,  as  we  have  related,  the  gi- 
pantic  stnngth  of  the  soldier  opposed  to  him.  and 
had  instantly  jumped  down  into  Rocheclifle  a  cham- 
ber. But  the  soldiers  stationed  there  threw  them- 
selves upon  him,  and  after  a  struggle,  which  wat 
hopelessly  maintained  against  suni  advantage  ot 
numbers,  had  thrown  the  y»)ung  cavalier  to  tha 
ground,  two  of  them,  drawn  down  by  his  strenuous 
exertions,  falling  across  him.  At  the  same  moment 
a  sharp  and  stivere  report  wos  heard,  which,  like  a 
clap  of  thunder  in  the  immediate  vicinity,  shook  all 
around  them,  till  the  strong  and  solid  tower  tottered 
like  the  mast  of  a  stately  vessel  when  about  to  part 
by  the  hoard.  In  a  few  seconds,  this  was  followed 
by  another  sullen  sound,  at  first  low  and  deep,  but 
augmenting  like  the  roarof  a  cataract,  as  it  descends 
n-eling.  bellowinff,  and  rushing,  as  if  to  astound  both 
heaven  and  earth.  So  awful,  indeed,  was  the  sound 
of  the  neighlK)uring  tower  as  it  fell,  that  both  tba 
captive,  and  tho«»  who  struggU-d  with  him.  contina 
ed  for  a  minute  or  two  passive  in  each  others  gra^k 

Alliert  was  the  first  who  recovered  consciousnesa 
and  activity.  He  shook  ofl'  those  who  lay  abofs 
him.  and  made  a  desperate  cfTort  to  gain  his  feel.  Ul 
which  he  partly  succeeded.  But  as  he  had  to  deal 
with  men  accustomed  to  every  8p«'cies  of  danger, 
and  whose  energies  wen;  recovered  iieariy  as  soon  at 
his  own,  he  was  completely  securcjl,  and  his  arms 
h,  hI  tiiAn.  Loyal  and  faithful  to  his  trust,  and  rs- 
imlved  to  lostain  to  the  last  the  character  which  ha 
fiGtl  nipumed,  he  exclaimed,  as  his  struggles  wpa 
finallv  overpowered,"  Rebel  villams!  would  you  slay 

"Ha,  lyearti  you  that!"  cried  one  of  the  aoldien 
fo  the  lance-prisade,  who  commanded  the  party. 
"  Shall  I  not  strike  this  son  of  a  wicked  father  under 
the  fifth  rib.  even  as  the  tvrant  of  Moab  was  nmlieB 
hf  Ehud  with  a  dagger  01  a  cubit's  lengihr* 
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But  Robins  nnswrpKl,  "Be  if  fnr  from  us,  Morriful  | 
Stricknl throw,  to  *»lay  m  colri  M'hhI  tlio  cipfivr  of  • 
our  bow  mill  of  our  ^ttonr.  Mi-tbiiikH,  pjiire  the 
Btorni  of  Tr»'dni?li*  we  hivr  shed  j.-riouprh  of  bliMvl— 
thfrrfore,  on  your  Hvi-rfdo  him  un  rvil ;  but  taki-from 
him  his  nnns,  xnd  ht  us  iirini;  hiiii  l)«'fore  th<M'hoMrn 
Instruini'ni,  even  our  (*•  n^rjl^  that  lie  mny  do  with 
him  what  is  nuvt  in  his  i-yrs.' 

Bv  this  time  thf)  s<.»l'Jiir,  whoso  rTuitntion  hid 
inndc  him  the  first  to  connnunmntc  thr  inii'lh;;(>ncn 
from  the  bnttlt-nients  to  ('rornwi'll,  p-Jurn^l,  and 
broushi  commands  rorrrspondinu  to  the  ordi-rs  of 
their  irmporaryoflicor:  an<i  Albi-ri  ].vt\  disanm.'d  nnd 
bound,  was  condnrirn  n.^  n  rnptive  into  tho  npart- 
ment  which  doriv^tl  its  namofrom  ihe  virtorius  of  his 
ancestor,  and  placed  in  tlie  presence  of  General 
Cromwell. 

Rurminj:  over  in  his  mind  the  time  which  had 
elapsed  since  the  departure  of  Charles,  tdl  the  seijie, 
if  it  mny  be  termed  so,  had  terminalwl  in  his  own 
capture,  Albert  hadev«ry  rtrason  to  hope  that  his  Roy- 
al Master  must  have  had  time  to  accomplish  his  es- 
cape. Vet  he  determinwl  t(i  tnainiain  to  the  last  a 
deceit,  whieh  miijlu  for  a  time  insure  tin?  Kinp's 
safety.  The  difliirenc;  betwixt  them  ci>uld  not,  he 
thoui;ht,  be  instantly  disefjwreil,  l>««i;rimed  as  hi*  was 
with  duHt  and  smoke,  and  with  blood  issuing  from 
•ome  scratches  reeeivrd  in  the  scullle. 

In  this  evil  plishl,  but  bcjirin^  himself  with  such 
di;;nity  as  was  adapte-J  to  the  princely  character,  .Al- 
brrt  was  U'Hh»'n'!d  into  the  apnrtmenf  of  Vi'tor  Iah'^ 
where,  in  his  father's  own  chair,  reclined  the  triumph- 
ant enemy  of  the  cause  to  which  tlie  house  of  i^cc 
had  been  tiercditarily  faithful. 


CHAPTER  XXXV. 

A  barrt^n  title  hait  thou  houirht  too  dear ; 
Why  didst  tiwu  tell  me  Umt  ihou  wcrt  n  Kinr? 

Henry  IV.   Parti. 

OijVER  Cromwell  an)se  from  his  seat  a^  the  two 
veteran  soldiers,  Zerubbabcl  Robins  and  M<'rcirul 
Striekalrhrow,  introduced  ifjio  th#*  apartment  lh»pri- 
»>ner,  whom  they  hihi  by  the  arms,  and  fixetl  his 
Btern  hazel  eve  on  .Allwrt  lon^  Ivfore  he  could  ^ive 
vent  to  the  ide.ts  which  wer«'  swelling  in  his  bosom. 
Exultation  was  the  mostpn-dominani. 

"  .Art  not  thou,"  he  at  lenjrth  said,  "  that  F/jj'ptian, 
which,  before  these  <lays,  tnadisi  an  uproar,  and  1<-<1- 
dest  out  into  the  wild^Tncss  rinny  thousand  men,  who 
were  murderers  ?-Hn,  youth!  I  have  hunird  thw* 
from  Stirling  to  Worcester, -from  Worcester  to 
Woodsio'k.  and  we  have  met  at  last !" 

"  I  would,"  replie<i  Albert,  stieakim:  in  tho  charac- 
ter which  he  had  assumi;d,  "that  we  had  met  where 
1  cxMild  have  ehown  thee  the  difll  renee  betwixt  a 
rightful  King  and  an  ambitious  Usurper!" 

"Go  to,  youni?  man,"  »aid  Cromw»'Il ;  "  aay  rather 
the  difltrcnce  betwwn  a  juda.'  raisi.'d  up  for  the  re- 
demption of  En'jfland,  and  tlie  »m  of  those  Kings 
whom  the  Lord  in  his  anuer  permitted  to  reign  over 
her.  But  we  will  not  waste  useless  words,  (iod 
knows  that  it  is  not  of  our  wdl  that  wc  are  called  to 
auch  high  matters,  bt'ing  as  humble  in  our  thoughts 
as  we  are  of  ourselves;  and  in  our  unassisted  nature 
frail  and  foolish  \  and  imable  to  render  a  reason  but 
for  the  better  spirit  within  us,  which  is  not  of  us.— 
Thou  art  woarj;',  younj?  man,  and  thy  nature  requires 
rest  and  refection,  In^mg  doubtless  dealt  with  deli- 
cately, as  one  who  hath  fed  on  the  f.it,  and  ilrank  of 
the  sweet,  and  who  hath  been  clotliedf  in  purple  and 
fine  linen." 

Here  the  General  suddenly  stopt,  and  then  abruptly 
exclaimed—"  But  is  ihi:*— An !  whom  have  we  here  ? 
These  are  not  the  locks  of  the  swarthy  lad  Charles 
Stewart?— A  cheat!  a  cheat!" 

All>ert  hastily  cast  his  eyes  on  a  mirror  which  stood 
in  the  room,  nnd  perceivHd  that  a  dark  penike,  found 
am<mg  Doctor  Rticheclifle's  mise^llan<»(Mi9  wardrobe, 
had  been  distirdered  in  the  scutile  with  the  soldiery, 
and  that  his  own  light-browu  hair  was  escaping  from 
Inrncath  if. 

Trmtafh,  or  Dm«;h<K}a,  wan  taken  by  Cmmwell  in  !«l»,  by 
'—  -uid  tiie  foveruor  aad  wkiule  turiioa  pui  W  Um  «wuc<L 


"Who  is  this?"  said  Cromwell,  stamping  with  fury 
— "  IMiick  the  dis'ruis*;  from  him !' 

The  siddi»Ts  did  so;  and  bnn^mg  him  at  the  same 
time  towards  the  li;?ht,  t!i»'  di'f.vption  ct>n!d  n«it  be 
mamfainiKi  for  a  monu-nr  longer,  with  any  iHJSsibilitf 
of  8u<'«'f.*ss.  (Vomucll  came  up  r»»  him  with  his  tt^'tn 
set,  and  grinding  a^rainst  eaeh  other  as  he  spoke,  his 
tiands  cletichitl,  and  trembling  with  emotion,  and 
sptaking  with  a  vt)icf  low-pitche*!,  bitterly  and  d(c-ply 
emphatic,  such  as  might  have  preceded  a  atab  witn 
his  daijc,'er. 

"Thv  name,  yoiing  man?" 

He  was  an«wtrrd  calmly  and  firmly,  while  the 
countenance  of  the  8])t^iker  wore  a  cast  of  triumph, 
and  even  contempt, 

"  Albert  Lee  of  Ditchley,  a  faithful  subject  of  Clog 
Charles." 

"I  might  have  guessed  it,"  said  Cromwell.— ** Ay, 
and  to  King  < -harlofl  shalt  thou  go,  as  n^jon  as  it  is 
noon  on  the  dial.— Pearstm."  he  continut^i,  "let  him 
be  carried  to  the  others ;  and  let  thein  be  executed  at 
twelve  exactly." 

".All,  sir?"  said  Pearnnn,  surprised  ;  for  Cromwell, 
though  he  at  times  made  formidable  examples,  was, 
in  £reni>ral,  by  no  means  san7u:nar\'. 

" -rt/7"— repeated  Cn>mwell,  Hxing  his  eye  on  youn.n 
r^ee.— "Ves,  young  sir.  your  conduct  has  de\otfd  to 
death  thy  fritlier,  thy  kinsman,  and  the  strangr*r  that 
was  in  thine  hous<hold.  Such  wreck  hast  thou 
brought  on  thy  father's  house." 

"My  fathj-r,  too— my  age<J  father f  said  Albert, 
looking  upwhrd,  and  endeavouring  to  rais*»  his  hands 
in  the  same  dinrtitjn,  which  was  prevented  by  hif 
bonds.     "  The  Turd's  will  be  done !" 

"  .Vll  this  havoc  can  be  saveii,  if,"  said  the  Genenl, 
"thou  wilt  answer  one  question— Where  is  the  younz 
Charles  Stewart,  who  was  callai  King  of  Scotland?' 

"Under  Heaven's  protixrtion,  nnJ  safe  from  thy 
power,"  was  the  firm  and  unhesitating  ans^-erof  the 
young  royalist. 

"Away  with  him  to  prison  !|' said  Cromwell;  "and 
from  thence  to  execution  with  the  n.-.*t  of  them,  as 
malignants  taken  in  the  fact.  Let  a  cuurt>martial 
sit  on  them  presently." 

"One  word,"  said  young  Lee,  as  they  led  him  from 
the  room. 

"  Ston,  stop,"  said  Cromwell,  with  the  agitation  of 
renewed  hope—"  let  him  be  heard." 

"You  lov*  texts  of  Scripture,"  said  .Albert— "Let 
this  be  the  subject  of  your  next  homily— *  Had  Zimri 
peac<\  who  slew  his  master?'  " 

"Away  with  him."  said  the  General ;  "let  him  die 
the  death  !— I  have  said  it." 

As  Cromwell  spoke  these  words,  his  aide-de-camp 
observefl  that  he  oecaiiie  unwontedly  pale. 

"  Vour  Excellency  is  overtoiled  in  the  public  ser- 
vice," said  Pearson;  "a  course  of  the  stag  in  the 
evening  will  refresh  you.  The  old  knight  hath  a  n<>> 
ble  hound  here,  if  we  can  but  get  him  to  hunt  with- 
out his  master,  which  may  be  hard,  as  he  is  faithful, 
and** 

"  Hang  him  upl"  said  Cromwell. 

"What- whom— hang  the  noble  dog?  Your  Ex- 
cellency was  wont  to  love  a  g».iod  hound?'* 

"It  matters  not,"  said  Cromwell;  "let  him  be 
killed.  Is  it  not  written,  that  they  slew  in  the  valley 
ofAchor,  not  only  the  accursed  Achan,  with  his  sons 
and  his  daughters,  but  also  his  oxen  and  his  asses, 
and  his  sheep,  and  cver>'  live  thin^  belonging  unto 
him  ?  And  even  thus  shall  we  do  to  the  malignant 
fatnily  of  Lee,  who  have  aided  Sisera  in  his  flight, 
when  Israel  might  have  been  delivered  out  of  his 
trouble  for  ever.  But  send  out  couriers  and  ]>atrol»~ 
Follow,  pursue,  watch  in  every  direction— Let  my 
horse  be  ready  at  the  door  in  nve  minutes,  or  brin^ 
me  the  first  thou  canst  find." 

It  seemed  to  Pearson  that  this  was  something 
wildlv  spoken,  and  that  the  cold  perspiration  was 
standing  upon  the  Grcnerurs  brow  as  he  said  it.  He 
therefore  again  pressed  the  necessity  of  repose,  audit 
would  ap|H;ar  that  nature  secondecl  strongly  the  re- 
presentation. Cromwell  arose  and  made  a  step  or 
two  towards  the  door  of  ths  apartment ;  but  stoii^ed, 
staggered,  and,  after  a  pauses  sat  down  in  a  chair* 
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"Tnily,  friend  Pearson^"  lie  snid,  "this  wenry  cor-  ! 
cass  of  ours  ia  an  imptnliment  to  us,  even  in  our  most  I 
acccf*s&Ty  biisinus9,  and  I  am  fittor  to  sleep  thnn  to  • 
watrh,  which  is  not  my  wont.    Place  Kuanla,  there-  ' 
fore,  till   we  repoee  ourselves  for  an  hour  or  two. 
Send  out  in  every  direction,  and  spare  not  for  horses' 
flesh.     Wake  me  if  the  court-martial  should  require 
rnstraction,  and  for^t  not  to  see  the  sentence  punc- 
tually executed  on  the  Lees,  and  those  who  were 
am«Ted  with  them." 

As  C*romweil  spoke  thus,  he  arose  and  half-opened  , 
a  Indroom  door,  when  Pearson  again  craved  pardon 
for  a^kins;  if  he  had  rightly  understood  his  Excellency, 
that  all  the  prisoners  were  to  be  executed. 

"Have  I  not  said  it 7"  answered  Cromwell,  dis- 
pleasedly. "Is  it  because  thou  art  a  man  of  blood, 
and  hast  ever  been,  that  thou  dost  affect  these  scru- 

rles.  to  show  thyself  tender-hearted  at  my  expense? 
tell  thee,  that  if  there  lack  one  in  the  full  tale  of 
execution,  thine  own  life  shall  pay  the  forfrJt." 

So  Faymgr,  he  entered  the  apartment,  followed  by 
the  fotMim  of  liis  chamber,  who  attended  upon  Pear- 
son's summons. 

When  his  General  had  retired,  Pearson  remained  in 
great  prn)lexity  what  he  ought  to  do ;  and  that  from 
uu  scruples  of  conscience,  but  from  uncertainty  whe- 
ther he  might  not  err  either  in  postponing,  or  in  too 
hastily  and  too  literally  executing,  the  instructions  he 
had  received. 

In  the  mean  time,  Strickalthrow  and  Robins  had 
returned,  after  lod^inR  Albert  in  prison,  to  the  room 
where  Pearson  was  still  musing  on  his  GencraPs  com- 
mands. Both  thi>sc  men  were  adjutators  in  their 
army,  and  old  soldieni,  whom  Cromwell  was  accus- 
tomed to  treat  unth  great  familiarity;  so  that  Robins 
had  no  hesitation  to  ask  Captain  Pearson,  "  Whether 
he  meant  to  execute  the  commands  of  the  General, 
even  to  the  letter?" 

P(*nrson  shook  his  head  with  an  air  of  doubt,  but 
added,  "  There  was  no  choice  left." 

\*  Be  assuriO,"  said  the  okl  man,  "  that  if  thou  dost 
this  folly,  iliou  wilt  cause  Israel  to  sin,  and  that  the 
General  will  not  be  pleased  with  your  sc-rvice.  Thou 
knowtsf,  and  none  better  thnn  tnou,  that  Oliver,  al- 
tliniigh  he  be  like  unto  David  the  son  of  Jesse,  in 
faith,  and  wisdom,  and  couroge,  yet  there  are  times 
when  the  evil  spirit  couieth  upon  him  as  it  did  upon 
Saul,  and  he  uirereth  commands  which  he  will  not 
thank  any  one  for  exi-cuting." 

Pearson  was  uhj  good  a  politician  to  assent  directly 
to  n  proposition  which  he  could  not  deny— he  only 
shook  his  hf-ad  once  more,  and  said  that  it  was  easy 
for  »h  ,»e  to  talk  who  were  not  responsible,  but  the 
soldier's  duty  was  to  obey  his  orders,  and  not  to  judge 
of  tl»eni. 

"  Wry  righteous  truth,"  said  Merciful  Strickal- 
throw, a  grim  oM  Scotchman :  "I  marvel  whire  our 
brother  Z^'nibbabel  caught  up  this  softness  of  heart?' 
*' Why,  I  do  but  wish,"  said  Zerubbabel,  ''  that  four 
or  five  human  rrea  lures  may  draw  the  breath  of  God's 
air  fur  a  few  hours  more;  there  can  be  small  harm 
doiu'  bydclayin;;  the  execution.— and  tho  General  will 
have  some  imw.  for  reflecti(m.'' 

"Av,"  said  Captain  Pearson^  "but  I  in  my  service 
niusit  Ite  more  pt'intevlly  obs<'<iuious,  than  th<»H  in  thy 
ploinness  an  hound  to  oe.  Irii-nd  Zerubbabel." 

"  Then  shall  the  coarse  fri(>7.e  cassock  of  the  private 
soldier  help  the  golden  gaberdine  of  the  captain  to 
bear  out  the  blast,"  said  Zerubbabel.  "Ay,  indeed,  I 
can  show  >ou  warrant  why  we  be  aidful  to  each  other 
in  doing  arts  of  kindness  and  long-suffering,  seeing 
the  best  of  us  are  poor  sinful  creatun.^s.  who  might 
suffer,  being  called  to  a  brief  accounting." 

"Of  a  verity  you  surprise  me,  brother  Zerubbabel," 
said  Strickalthrow ;  "  that  thou,  being  an  old  and  ex- 
perienced soldier,  whose  head  hath  grown  gray  in 
battle,  shouidst  give  such  advice  to  a  young  oflicer. 
Is  not  the  Generars  commission  to  take  awny  the 
wicked  fmm  the  land,  and  to  root  out  the  Amalekite, 
and  the  Jebusite,  and  the  Perizzitc,  and  the  Hittite, 
and  the  Girgashite,  and  the  Amorite?  and  are  not 
these  men  iustly  to  be  compared  to  the  five  kings, 
^ho  took  shelter  m  the  sove  of  Makcdah,  who  wer 
delivered  into  the  bands  of  Joshua  the  sod  of  Nun? 


and  he  caused  his  captains  and  his  soldiers  to  come 
near  and  tread  on  their  necks— and  then  he  smote 
them,  and  he  slew  them,  and  then  he  handed  them  on 
five  trees,  even  till  evening— And  thou,  (Jilbert  Pear* 
son  by  name,  be  not  withheld  from  the  duty  which  is 
appointed  to  thee,  hut  do  even  as  bus  been  commanded 
by  him  who  is  raised  up  to  judge  and  to  deliver  Israel  { 
for  it  is  written,  'cursed  is  he  who  holdeth  back  his 
sword  from  the  slaughter.'  " 

Thus  wrangled  the  two  military  theologians,  while 
Pearson,  much  more  solicitous  to  anticipate  the  wishes 
of  Oliver  than  to  know  the  will  of  Heaven,  listened  to 
them  with  great  indecision  and  perplexity. 

CHAPTER  XXXVL 

But  let  Ufl  now,  like  aoldieni  on  ttie  watch, 

Put  the  M)ul's  aroHtur  oo,  aliko  prepBird 

For  all  a  Midier'i  warfare  brings.- Jo  anna  Baillik 

The  reader  will  recollect,  that  when  Rochecliffe  and 
Joceline  were  made  prisoners,  the  party  which  escort- 
ed them  had  two  other  oaptives  in  their  train,  namelvi 
Colonel  Everard,  and  tiie  Rev.  Nehemian  Hold- 
enough.  When  Cromwell  had  obtainnl  entrance  into 
Woodstock,  and  commenced  iiis  search  after  the  fugi- 
tive Prince,  the  prisoners  were  placed  in  what  had 
been  an  old  guardnmm,  and  which  was  by  its  strength 
well  calcal.ited  to  serve  for  a  prison,  and  a  guard  was 
placed  over  them  by  Pearson.  No  light  was  allowed, 
save  that  of  a  glimmering  fire  of  charcoal.  The  pri- 
soners remainc<l  separated  from  each  other.  Colonel 
Everard  conversing  with  Nehemiah  Holdrnough,  at 
a  distance  from  Doctor  Rochecliffe,  Sir  Henry  LecL 
and  Joceline.  The  party  was  soon  after  augmented 
by  Wildrake,  who  was  brought  down  to  the  Lodge, 
and  thrust  in  with  so  little  ceremony,  that,  his  anna 
being  bound,  he  had  very  nearly  fallen  on  bis  nose  in 
the  middle  of  the  prison. 

"  I  (hank  you,  my  good  friends,"  he  said,  lookiiig 
back  to  the  door,  which  they  who  had  pushed  him  in 
were  securing-"  Point  dt  ceremonie—x\o  apology  for 
tumbling,  so  we  light  in  good  company.— Save  ye^ 
save  ye,  gentlemen  all— What,  it  la  marty  and  nothimi 
stirring  to  keep  the  spirits  up,  and  make  a  night  on'tl 
—the  last  we  shall  have,  I  take  it ;  for  a  make*  to  a 
million,  but  we  trine  to  the  nubbing  cheatt  to-morrow. 
—Patron— noble  natron,  how  goes  it?  This  was  but 
a  scurvy  trick  of  Noll,  so  far  as  you  were  concerned  : 
as  for  me,  why  I  might  have  deserved  something  of 
the  kind  at  his  hand."  . 

"  Prithet\  Wildrake,  sit  down,^'  said  Everard ;  "thon 
art  drunk— disturb  us  not." 

"  Drunk?  I  drunk  ?"  cried  Wildrake,  "I  have  been 
splicing  the  main-brace,  as  Jack  says  at  Wapping^-- 
have  been  tasting  Noll's  brandy  in  a  bumper  to  tha 
King's  health,  and  another  to  his  Excellency's  con- 
fusion, and  another  to  the  d n  of  Parliament— and 

it  may  be  one  or  two  more,  but  all  to  devilish  good 
toasts.    But  I'm  not  drunk." 

"  Prithee,  friend,  be  not  profane,"  said  Nehemiah 
Holdenougn. 

"  What,  my  little  Presbyterian  Parson,  my  slender 
Mass  John?  thou  shah  sav  amen  to  this  world, in- 
stantly"—said  Wildrake  I  "1  have  had  a  weary  time 
in'i  for  one.— Ha,  noble  Sir  Henry,  I  kiss  your  hand — 
I  tell  thee,  knight,  the  point  of  my  Toledo  was  near 
Cromwell  s  heart  last  night,  as  ever  a  button  on  tha 
breast  of  his  doublet.  Rat  him,  he  wears  secret  arm- 
our—He a  soldier!  Had  it  not  l>een  for  a  cursed  steel 
shirt,  I  would  have  spitted  him  like  a  lark.  Ha. 
Doctor  Rochecliffe  ?— thou  knowcst  I  can  wield  m> 
weapon." 

"iTes,"  replied  the  Doctor,  "and  you  know  I  can 
use  mine." 

"I  prithee  be  quiet,  Master  Wildrake,"  said  Sir 
Hcnrv. 

"Nay,  good  knight"  answered  Wildrake,  "ba 
somewhat  more  coraial  with  a  comrade  in  distresa. 
This  is  a  diflerent  scL-ne  from  the  Brentford  sionning 
party.  The  |ade  Fortune  lias  been  a  very  sicp-mother 
to  me.  I  wdl  sing  you  a  soig  I  made  on  my  own 
ill-luck." 
"At  this  moment,  Captain  Wildrake,  we  are  not  ui 
•AlMlf^Qj.  tUaaf  MtlMsalki«& 
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a  fittinj?  mood  for  singing,"  said  Sir  Hcnr>',  civill> 
and  f^TavAy. 

*']Nay,  it  will  aid  your  dcvotiona— K&ad,  it  sounds 
like  a  peiiitcniinl  psulin. 

Wliffl  I  wnt  h  jroonr  lad, 

My  riiriiinf  wni«  bed, 
If  o'«r  I  d«>  w»«ll  'tin  n  wond«r. 

I  niiCfit  nil  my  iiihium 

Amid  tliuriicM  amlqunam, 
TIm:ii  I  r«>t  n  commi^nioii  to  plunder. 

I  have  Mtockmgii,  'rin  tnte, 

Bill  tlii>  ilrvil  H  tthoo, 
%  I  am  forct't\  to  wear  Ixjotn  in  bL'  m  rather  { 

Il4>d — d  ili<*  bfMttMile, 

Ciir«'  on  tIi<>  i<|)ur-r<>ll, 
Confpuiidcd  be  the  upiwr  leatk  n  "  * 

The  door  oprned  as  Wildrakc  I  ii  islied  this  stsnza 
at  the  top  of  his  voice,  and  in  loshcd  a  M-ntinel, 
who,  j^roc'tiiig  him  by  tnc  'iiln  o'  a  "blasphemous 
bellowing  bull  of  Bn^han,"  besto'  vd  a  severe  blow, 
with  his  ramrod,  on  the  shouldci  i  of  the  songster, 
whose  bonds  permitted  him  no  ii  eans  of  returning 
the  compliment. 

"Your  humble  servant  again,  sir,"  said  Wild- 
rake,  shruiXging  his  shoulderf^— '  sorry  I  have  no 
means  of  showmg  my  gratitude.  I  am  hound  over 
to  keep  the  peace,  like  Captain  Bobadil— Ha,  knight, 
did  you  hear  my  bones  clatter?  that  blow  came 
twangingly  ofT— the  fellow  might  inflict  the  basti- 
nado, were  it  in  presence  of  the  Grand  Seignior 
—he  has  no  taste  for  music,  knight— is  no  wav 
moved  bv  the  *  concord  of  sweet  sounds.'  I  will 
warrant  nim  fit  for  treason,  stratagem,  and  spoil— 
Eh  ?— all  down  in  the  mouth— well— I'll  go  to  sWr 
to-night  on  a  bench,  as  I've  done  many  a  night,  and  J 
will  oe  ready  to  be  hanged  decently  in  the  morning, 
which  never  happened  to  me  before  in  all  my  life— 
Wlion  I  waa  a  young  lad, 
My  fortune  wa*  tNnf— 

Pshaw !  This  is  not  th^  tunc  it  goes  to.'*  Here  he  fell 
fast  asleep,  and  sooner  or  later  all  his  companions  in 
misfortune  followed  his  example. 

The  benches  intended  for  the  repose  of  the  soldiers 
of  the  guard,  afforded  the  prisoners  convenience 
enough  to  lie  down,  though  their  slumbers,  it  may 
be  benevcJ,  were  neither  sound  nor  undisturbcxl.  Rut 
when  daylight  was  but  a  little  while  broken,  the 
explosion  of  gunpowder  which  took  place,  and  the 
•ubsequcnt  fall  of  the  turret  to  which  the  mine  was 
applied,  would  have  awakened  the  Seven  Sleepers, 
or  Morpheus  himself.  The  smoke,  penetrating 
through  the  windows,  left  them  at  no  loss  for  the 
cause  of  the  din. 

"There  went  my  gunpowder,"  said  RocheclifTe, 
•*  which  has,  I  trust,  olown  up  as  maiiy  rebel  vil- 
lains as  it  might  have  been  the  means  of  destroying 
otherwise  in  a  fair  field.  It  must  have  caught  fire 
by  chance." 

"  By  chance?  no,"  said  Sir  Henry ;  "depend  on  it, 
lay  bold  Albert  has  fired  the  train,  and  that  in  yonder 
blast  Cromwell  was  flying  toward  the  heaven  whose 
battlements  he  will  never  reach— Ah,  my  brave  bov ! 
and  perhaps  thou  art  thyself  sacriflced,  like  a  youth- 
ful Samson  among  the  rebellious  Philistines  .'—But  I 
will  not  be  long  behind  thee,  Albert." 

Everard  hastened  to  the  door,  hoping  to  obtain  from 
the  guard,  to  whom  his  name  and  rank  might  be 
known,  some  explanation  of  the  noise,  which  seemed 
to  annoimce  some  dreadful  catastrophe. 

But  Nehemiah  Holdenough,  whose  rest  had  been 
broken  by  the  trumpet  which  gave  signal  for  the 
explosion,  appeared  in  the  very  acme  of  horror— *'  It 
IS  the  trumpet  of  the  Archangel!"  he  cried,— "it  is 
the  crushing  of  this  world  of  elements— it  is  the  sum- 
mons to  the  Judgment-seat!  The  dead  are  obeying 
the  call— they  are  with  us— they  are  amongst  us— 
they  arise  in  their  bodily  fram(»— they  come  to  sum- 
mon us !" 

As  he  spoke,  his  eyes  were  riveted  upon  Doctor 
RocheclifTe,  who  stood  directiv  opposite  to  him.  In 
rising  hastily,  the  cap  which  he  commonly  wore, 
according  to  a  custom  then  usual  both  among  cler- 


gymen and  gownmen  oC  a  civil  proff  ssion.  had  ei*- 
rantd  fronj  his  head,  and  carried  with  it  the  hrgi 
silk  pati'li  which  he  probably  wore  for  the  purpu»i 
of  diyguiw;;  ft)r  the  cheek  wliirh  was  disolojwii  was 
unsrnrre«l,  and  the  eye  as  good  as  that  which  wu 
usually  uncovcnil. 

Colonel  Rverard  returning  from  the  door.  end?a* 
voured  in  vain  to  make  Master  Holdenougn  com- 
pn-hend  what  he  learned  fmm  the  guard  without, 
that  the  explosion  had  involved  only  tlie  death  of  oae 
of  Cromwell's  soldiers.  The  Presbyterian  di>ioe 
continued  to  stare  wildly  at  him  of  the  Episcopal 
persuasion." 

But  Doctor  Rochecliflfo  heard  and  understood  the 
newH  brought  by  Colonel  Kverard,  and,  relieved  from 
the  instant  anxiety  which  had  keT>t  hiin  siaiionar>-, 
he  advanced  towards  the  retiring  Calviuisi,  extending 
his  hand  in  the  most  friendly  manner. 

"  Avo-d  thee— Avoid  thee  r  said  Holdenongh,  "dii 
living  may  not  join  hands  with  the  dead." 

"  But  I/'  said  Rochecliffe,  "  am  as  much  alive  at 
you  are." 

"  Thou  alive  !— thou !  Joseph  Albany,  whom  my 
own  eyes  saw  precipitated  from  the  battlements  ca 
Clidestlirow  Castle?" 

"Ay^"  answered  the  Doctor,  "but  voii  did  not  see 
me  Hwim  ashore  on  a  marsh  covered  with  sedges— 
/ui^U  ad  salicM—adcT  a  manner  which  1  will  t;xplaia 
to  you  another  time." 

Holdcnoush  touched  his  hand  with  doubt  and  un- 
certainty. "Thou  art  indeed  warm  and  alive,"  be 
said,  "  and  vet  after  so  many  blows,  and  a  fall  so  tre* 
mendous— tnou  can'st  not  bo  my  Joseph  Albany.  " 

"  I  am  Joseph  Albany  RocheclifTe,'*  said  the  Doc- 
tor, "  become  so  in  virtue  of  my  mother's  little 
estate,  which  fines  and  oonfiscatioDs  have  made  ao 
end  of." 

"  And  is  it  so  indeed !"  said  Holdenoufrh,  "  and  have 
I  recovered  mine  old  chum!" 

"  Even  so,"  replied  RocheclifTe,  "  by  the  same  token 
I  appeared  U)  you  in  the  Mirror  Chamber— Tbouwert 
so  bold,  Nehemiah,  that  our  whole  scheme  wouM 
have  l)ecn  shipvtrrecked,  had  1  not  appeared  to  theeia 


•  fcrh  a  ionir.  or  eomethinf  very  like  it,  may  t»e  foon'i  in 
Kaaamy'M  Tea  tahio  Miacellany,  amooc  the  wild  slips  of  min- 
«lnil«'»liidiaieUMraa0Ueetad. 


the  shape  of  a  departed  friend.    Yet,  believe  me,  it 
went  against  my  heart  to  do  it." 

"  Ah,  fie  on  thoe,  fie  on  thee,'*  said  Hotdenoogfa, 
throwing  himself  into  his  arms,  and  claspmg  him 
to  his  bosom,  "  thou  wcrt  ever  a  naiurnty  was. 
How  couldst  thou  play  me  such  a  trick  7  AK  M" 
bany,  dost  thou  remember  Dr.  Puiefoy  and  Caiui 
Colleze  ?" 

"  Marry,  do  I,"  said  the  IX>ctor,  thmsiing  his 
arm  through  the  Prcabyterian  divine's,  and  guid- 
mg  him  to  a  scat  apart  from  the  other  prisoaen, 
who  witnessed  this  scene  with  much  surprise.  **Re- 
membcr  Caius  College  T'  said  Rochechtfe,  ^  ay,  and 
(he  good  ale  we  drank,  and  our  parties  to  mother 
Huffeap's." 

"Vanity  of  vanities,"  said  Hokienoitgii,  smDing 
kindly  at  the  same  time,  and  still  holding  his  reoo- 
vcred  friend's  arm  enclosed  and  hand-locke<l  hfi  his. 
"  But  the  breakingthe  PrincipaT  s  orchard,  so  clean- 
ly done,"  said  the  I)octor;  "it  was  the  first  plot  I 
ever  framed,  and  much  work  I  had  to  prevail  on  tbec 
to  go  into  it." 

"Oh,  name  not  that  iniquity,"  «iid  Nehemiah, 
"sinee  I  may  well  say,  as  the  pious  Master  Baxter, 
That  these  boyish  offences  have  had  their  punishment 
m  later  years,  inasmuch  as  that  inordinate  appetite 
tor  fruit  hath  produced  stomachic  aflectioos  under 
which  I  yet  labour." 

"  True,  true,  dear  Nehemiah."  said  Rocheclifle,  "bai 
care  not  for  them— a  dram  oi  brandy  will  correct  ii 
all.  Mr.  Baxter  was^"— he  was  about  to  say,  "  an 
ass,"  but  checked  himself  and  only  filled  op  the 
sentence  with  "a  good  man,  I  dare  sty,  but  over 
scrupulous." 

So  they  sat  down  together  the  best  of  fnend%  and 
for  half  an  hour  talked  with  mutual  delight  overoM 
college  stories.  By  degrees  they  got  on  the  politics 
of  the  day;  and  though  then  thev  unclasped  their 
hands,  and  there  occurnsd  between  them  such  expres- 
i  sions  as  "  Nay,  mvdear  brofher,"  and,  **  there  I  must 
\  vmdM  difisTt"  and,  "on  this  point  I  cnve  kaii  It 
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think ;"  yet  ri  hue  and  cry  ajruinst  ilie  InHepcndmtB 
and  other  ikTtnrie>rB  hein^  srarted,  they  followed  hke 
brethren  in  full  halloo,  and  it  was  nnrd  to  (xmcb^ 
\^-hich  was  most  forward.  Unhappilv,  in  the  course 
of  this  nniirablo  intercourse,  aometnin^  wan  men- 
tioneil  nhoiit  the  bishopric  of  Titus,  which  at  once  in- 
volved them  in  the  doctrinal  question  of  Church 
rSoveninirnt.  Then,  alas!  the  tlood^ates  were  opened, 
and  they  showered  on  each  other  Greek  and  Hebrew 
texts,  wnilc  their  eyes  kindled,  their  cheeks  glowed, 
their  hands  became  clenched,  and  they  looked  more 
like  fierce  polemics  about  to  rend  each  other's  eyes 
out,  than  (bristian  divines. 

Ro:;rr  Wildrake,  by  makings  himself  an  auditor  ot 
the  debate,  contrived  to  augment  its  violence.  He 
took,  of  course,  a  most  de<'ided  part  in  a  Question,  th* 
merits  of  which  were  totally  unknown  to  him.  Some- 
what ovcrawH  by  Holdenou^h's  ready  onitor>'  and 
learning,  the  cavalier  watched  with  a  face  of  anxiety 
the  countenance  of  Doctor  Rochec lifle;  but  when  he 
saw  the  proud  eye  and  steady  bearing  of  the  Episco- 
ral  chairipion,  and  heard  him  answer  Greek  with 
Greek,  and  Hebrew  with  Hebrew,  Wildrake  backed 
his  arpiments  as  he  closed  them,  with  a  stout  rap 
iipun  the  bench,  and  an  exulting  laui^h  in  the  face  oj 
the  antai^onist.  It  was  with  some  difficulty  that  Sir 
Henry  and  Colonel  Everard,  having  at  length  and 
reluctantly  interfered,  prevailed  on  the  two  alienated 
friends  to  adjourn  their  dispute,  removingat  the  same 
time  to  a  distance,  and  regarding  each  other  with 
looks  in  which  old  friendship  appeared  to  have  totally 
given  way  to  mutual  animosity. 

But  while  they  sat  lowering  on  each  other,  and 
longing  to  renew  a  contest  in  which  each  claimed  the 
victory,  Pearson  entered  the  prison,  and  in  a  low  and 
troubled  voice^  desired  iheprsons  whom  it  contained 
to  prepare  for  instant  death. 

Sir  Henry  Ixmj  received  the  doom  with  the  stem 
composure  which  he  had  hitherto  displayed.  Colonel 
Everard  attempted  the  interp<»sition  of  a  strong  and 
resentful  appeal  to  the  Parlianient,  against  the  judg- 
ment of  the  court-martial  and  the  Greneral.  But 
Pearson  declined  to  receive  or  transmit  any  such  re- 
monstrance, and  with  a  dejected  Ux>k  and  melan- 
choly presage,  n-newed  his  exhortation  to  them  to 
prepare  for  the  hour  of  noon,  and  withdrew  from  his 
prison. 

The  operation  of  this  intelligence  on  the  two  cleri- 
cal disputants  was  more  remarkable.  They  gazed 
for  a  moment  on  each  other  with  eyes  in  which  re- 
pentant kindness  and  a  feeling  of  generous  shame 
quenched  every  lingering  fei*ling  of  resentment, 
and  joining  in  the  mutual  exclamation—"  My  bro- 
ther—my brother,  I  have  sinned,  I  have  sinned, 
in  oflcnding  thee!*'  they  rushed  into  each  other's 
arms,  shc<i  tears  as  they  demanded  each  other's 
forgiveness,  and,  like  two  warriors,  who  sacrifice  a 
personal  quarrel  to  discharge  their  duty  against  the 
common  enemy,  they  recalled  nobler  ideas  of  their 
sacred  character,  ana,  assuming  the  part  which  best 
became  them  on  an  occasion  so  melancholy,  be- 

Sin  to  exhort  those  around  them  to  meet  the  doom 
at  had  l»een  announced,  with  the  firmness  and  dig- 
lity  which  Christianity  alone  can  give. 
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Moflt  frariiiQii  prinre,  food  Canny iof  cried 

Leave  ven^raiicc  to  our  Gwd, 
Andlajr  the  iron  rule  aaide, 

Be  Uiinu  tlie  ulive  rod. 

BtUad  tfBlr  Ckarlu  Bamdin. 

The  hour  appointed  for  execution  had  been  long 
past,  and  it  was  about  five  in  the  evening,  when  the 
Protector  summoned  Pearson  to  his  presence.  He 
went  with  fear  and  rvluctance,  uncertain  how  he 
might  be  received.  After  remaining  about  a  quarter 
€>f  an  hour,  the  aide-de-camp  returned  to  Victor  L«»'s 
parlour,  when;  he  found  the  old  soldier,  Zerubbabel 
Rol)ins,  in  attendance  for  his  return. 

"  How  is  Oliver?"  said  the  old  man,  anxkiusly. 

"Why,  well,"  answered  Pearson,  "and  hath  asked 
BO  questions  of  the  execution,  but  many  Gonoerniog 


the  reports  we  have  been  able  to  moke  reganding  tiM 
flight  of  the  young  man,  and  is  much  moveii  at 
thinking  he  mu*<t  now  bi^  lieyond  pursuit.  Also  I 
gave  him  certain  papers  belonging  to  the  malignant 
l)o«^tor  Rocheclifle.'^ 

"Then  will  1  venture  upon  him,''  said  the  adjutatori 
"  so  give  me  a  nankin  that  I  may  look  hke  a  sewer, 
and  fetch  up  the  food  which  1  directed  should  be  in 
readini-ss." 

Two  tn>opers  attended  accordingly  with  a  ratk)nol 
beef,  such  as  was  distributed  to  the  privau^  soldiers, 
and  dressed  after  their  fashion— a  pewter  pot  of  ale, 
a  trencher  with  salt,  black  ptppcfi  and  a  loaf  of  am- 
munition bread.  "Come  with  me,"  he  said  to  Pear- 
son, "and  fenr  not— Noll  loves  an  innocent  jcsL** 
He  boldly  entered  the  GeneraPs  sleeping  apartment, 
and  said  aloud,  "Arise,  thou  that  art  called  to  be  a 
judge  in  Israel— let  there  be  no  more  folding  of  the 
hands  to  sleep.  Lo,  I  come  as  a  sign  to  the*-;  where- 
fore arise,  eat,  drink,  and  let  thy  heart  be  glad  within 
thee,  for  thou  shalt  ent  with  joy  the  food  of  him  that 
laboureth  in  the  trenches,  seeing  that  since  thou  welt 
commander  over  the  host,  the  poor  sentinel  hath  had 
such  provisions  as  I  have  now  placed  for  thine  own 
refreshment." 

"Truly,  brother  Zerubbabel,"  said  Cromwell,  ae- 
customefl  to  such  starts  of  enthusiasm  among  hit 
followers,  "  wc  would  wish  that  it  were  so ;  neither  ia 
it  our  desire  to  sltH'p  soft,  nor  feed  more  highly,  than 
the  meanest  that  ranks  under  our  banners.  Venlf, 
thou  hast  choa(>n  well  for  my  refRshment,  and  too 
smell  of  the  food  is  savoury  in  my  nostrils.' 

He  arose  from  the  bed,  on  which  he  had  lain  down 
half  dressed,  and  wrapping  his  cloak  around  him,  sat 
down  by  the  bedside,  and  partook  heartily  of  the  plain 
food  v/hich  was  prepared  for  him.  While  he  was  eat- 
ing, Cron)well  commanded  Pearson  to  finish  his  ra- 
port— "  Vou  need  not  desist  for  the  presence  of  a  wot^ 
thv  soldier,  whose  spirit  is  as  my  spirit." 

'*Nay,  but,"  interrupted  Robins,  "you  are  to  know 
that  Gilbert  Pearson  hath  not  fully  executed  thy  com 
niands,  touching  a  parr  of  those  malignants,  all  d 
whom  should  have  died  at  noon." 

"What  execution— what  malignants?"  said  Crom- 
well, laying  down  his  knife  and  fork. 

"Those in  the  prison  here  at  Woodstock,"  answered 
Zerubbabel,  "  whom  your  Excellency  commanded 
should  be  executed  at  noon,  as  taken  in  the  fact  of 
rebellion  against  the  Commonwealth." 

"  Wretch  !"  said  Cromwell,  starting  up  and  addreaa- 
ing  Pearson,  "  thou  hast  not  touchea  Mark  Everard, 
in  whom  there  was  no  guilt,  for  he  was  deceived  bf 
him  who  passed  between  us— neither  hast  thou  put 
forth  thy  hand  on  the  pragmatic  Presbyterian  ministeTi 
to  have  all  those  of  their  classes  cry  sacrilege,  ana 
alienate  them  from  us  for  ever?" 

"If  your  Excellency  wish  them  to  live,  they  liva— 
their  life  and  death  arc  in  the  power  of  a  word,"  taid 
I'earson. 

"  Enfranchise  them ;  I  must  gain  the  Presbyteriin 
interest  over  to  us  if  I  can." 
"  Rofjhecliffe,  the  arch-plotter,"  said  Pearson,  "I 

thought  to  have  executed,  but" 

"Barbarous  man,"  said  Cromwell,  " alike ungralt- 
ful  and  im()olitic— wouldst  thou  have  destroyed  oor 
decoy-duck  ?  This  doctor  is  but  like  a  well,  a  shallow 
one  indeed,  but  something  deeper  than  the  iprinRa 
which  dischargf!  their  secret  tribute  into  his  keepings 
then  come  I  with  a  pump,  and  suck  it  all  up  to  tha 
open  air.  Enlarge  him,  and  let  him  have  money  if  tM 
wants  it.  I  know  his  haunts  ;  he  can  go  no  whera 
but  our  eye  will  bo  upon  him.— But  you  look  at  cuch 
other  darkly,  as  if  you  had  more  to  say  than  yon 
durst.  I  trust  you  have  not  done  to  death  Sir  Henry 
Lee?" 

"  No.  Yet  the  man  "  replied  Pearson,  **  is  "i  eon- 
firmed  malignant,  and ' 

"  Ay,  but  lie  is  also  a  noble  relic  of  the  ancient  En- 
glish Uentleman,"  said  the  General.  "I  ^r«ikl  I 
knew  how  to  win  the  favour  of  that  race !  Ki:t  w% 
Pearson,  whose  royal  robee  arc  the  amiour  w  b«li  vm 
wearon  our  bodies,  and  whose  leading-staves  are  our 
sceptres,  are  too  newly  set  up  to  draw  the  rrsi«ct  of 
the  proud  malignanta,  who  cannot  brook  to  aubimt  l» 
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less  than  rovnl  linon^yp.  Yet  what  cnn  thry  bw  in  ihe  i 
ion;>'.st  kiiuly  lin'>  iii  ICurupi*,  nave  iliat  it  runi*  ttnrk  I 
10  n  HiirccHriftil  ik>liiirr?  I  grurlpMhnl  oneninri  should 
bo  honoun.Kl  Hnd  fullowed,  bi-caiine  he  if*  thodozKnid- 
mnt  of  a  victorious  coniiinuder,  while  \ena  honour  and 
alU'sdniiro  is  paid  to  anotiitir,  who,  in  ptfrA^nal  qnnh- 
tie».  and,  in  micccss.  nii:;lu  (Munlate  tho  fuunduroJ'  his 
rival's  <lynaslv.  Well,  Sir  IIonr>'  Ia^:  liveH,  and  shall 
live  for  rn'.>.  His  son,  inditMi,  hath  deserved  the  death 
which  he  handouhllcss  sustained." 

**My  lord,"  siummf^nvi  Pearstm,  "wnco  your  Ex- 
celleney  has  found  1  am  ri^ht  in  Ruspendin:^  your 
orHer  in  so  many  instances,  I  trust  you  will  notbianie 
me  in  thi:^  also— I  thought  it  best  to  await  more  special 
ord.-rs." 

"  Thou  art  in  a  mighty  merciful  huniour  this  morn- 
ing, P(>arson."  said  Cromwell,  not  entirely  satisfieii. 

^*If  your  Exoelleney  please,  the  halter  is  ready,  and 
to  is  the  [)rovost-marahal." 

"  Nay,  if  such  a  blcKKly  fellow  as  thou  hast  spared 
him,  it  would  ill  become  me  to  destroy  him,"  saui  the 
General.  "  But  then,  heire  is  amori;;  Rochet^litTe's 
papers  the  engascnient  of  twenty  deiipemdoes  to  take 
118  ofT-Bomf  example  ouuht  to  b«>  made." 

"  My  li)rti,"  snid  '/eruhbnhrl,  "  consider  now  how 
often  this  younsj  man,  Albert  Lee,  hath  k^n  near  vou, 
nay.  probably,  cpiitH  close  to  your  Excellency,  in  tfies*! 
dark  pnssai^os,  which  he  knew,  and  we  did  not.  Had 
he  bef>n  of  an  a.ssassin's  natur<\  it  would  have  cost 
him  but  a  pistol-shot,  and  the  li^ht  of  Israel  was  extin- 
guished. Nay,  in  the  unavoidable  confusion  which 
must  have  ensued,  the  siMitinels  quilting  their  posts, 
he  mis?ht  have  had  a  fair  chance  of  escaiw." 

"Enouijh,  Zenibbabi*!;  he  lives,"  said  the  General. 
"He  shall  remain  in  custody  for  some  time,  howevei, 
tnd  l)e  th?n  banisht.Hi  from  En^^land.^  The  other  two 
tre  snfe,  of  course :  for  you  won  hi  not  dream  of 
considnrin.:;  such  paltry  fellows  as  fit  victims  for  my 
icvenjjp." 

"One  fellow,  the  under-keener,  called  JoliHe,  de- 
serves df'nth,  however,"  said  Pearson,  "  since  he  has 
frankly  admitted  that  he  slew  honest  Josiiph  Tom- 
kins." 

"Hed«'ser\'esa  reward  for  saving  us  a  labour."  said 
Cromwell :  "  that  Tomkins  was  a  most  aouble- 
hearti^  villain.  I  have  found  evidence  among  these 
papers  here,  that  if  we  had  lost  the  fiyht  at  Worcester, 
we  should  have  had  reason  to  re??rei  that  we  had  ever 
tni«*fed  Master  Tomkins— it  was  onl^  our  success 
which  anticipate*!  his  treachery— write  us  down 
debtor,  not  creditor,  to  Joceline,  an  you  call  him  so, 
tnd  to  his  quartcrstafl." 

"There  remains  the  sacrilegious  and  graceless 
cavalier  who  attempted  your  Excellency's  life  last 
night,"  s'lid  Pearson. 

"  Nay,"  said  the  General,  "  that  were  stooping  too 
low  f  >r  revenge.  His  sword  had  no  more  power  than 
had  he  thnisted  with  a  tobacco-pipe.  Eagles  stoop 
not  at  mallards,  or  wild-drakes  either." 

"  Yet,  sir,"  said  Pearson,  "  the  fellow  should  be 
punished  as  a  libeller.  The  quantity  of  foul  and  pes- 
tilential abus/3  which  we  found  in  his  pockets  makes 
me  loath  he  should  go  altogether  free— Please  to  look 
tt  them,  sir." 

"  A  most  vile  hand,"  said  Oliver,  as  he  looked  at  a 
■heet  01  two  of  our  friend  Wildrake's  poetical  mis- 
eellanies— "The  very  handwriting  seems  to  be  drunk, 
tnd  the  very  poetry  not  sober— What  have  we  here  7 

'  VThen  I  wu  a  roang  lad, 
Mr  rortune  waf  bad— 
If  e'er  I  do  wroll,  'tia  a  wonder'— 

Why,  what  trash  is  this*?— and  then  again^ 

*  Now  a  plague  on  ttie  poll 
Ofold  iM>liticNolll 
We  will  drink  till  we  brioff 
In  triumpb  back  Uie  King.' 

In  truth,  if  it  could  be  done  that  way,  this  poet 
would  be  a  stout  champion.  Give  the  noor  knave 
fivp  pieceri,  Pearson,  and  bid  him  go  sell  his  ballads. 
If  he  come  within  twenty  miles  of  our  person,  though, 
we  will  hnve  him  flog;3^  tdl  the  blood  runs  down  to 
bis  he*-lH." 
"  There  remainB  only  one  eentenced  peraon,"  said 


Penrwin,  "a  noble  wolf-lronnd,  finer  than  anvyour 
Kxe.llfney  saw  in  Ireland.  Hi'  belimirs  to  thi.-  old 
kiiiuht  ^Slr  Jl«nry  Lm.  Shoulrl  you'  Ex'-elli-ncv  not 
desire  to  keep  the  tine  cpatiirc  yu;lrself,  inii^ht  I  pre* 
suiiie  to  \H'ii  that  I  might  have  leave 7" 

"  .No,  IVarsoii,"  said  Cwniwell:  "  the  old  man,  so 
faithful  hiniHcir  shall  not  be  dtrf^rived  of  his  faiiiiful 
dog.— I  Would  /had  any  cn-ature,  were  it  but  a  do^ 
that  followed  me  because  it  loved  nie,  not  for  what  it 
could  make  of  mo." 

"Vour  Excelli'ncy  is  unjust  to  yoin"  faithful  sol- 
diers," Haid  Zt.rubbaWl.  bluntly,  "  who  follow  you  like 
dogs,  fij^ht  for  you  like  dos».  and  ha%'e  the  ;;ra\r  of  a 
do^  on  the  spot  whti"e  they  hapi)en  to  fall." 

''  How  now,  old  urumbler,"  said  the  General  **  what 
means  this  change  of  note?" 

"Corpiiral  Humgudgeon's  remains  are  left  to 
nioulder  under  the  ruins  o(  yonder  tower,  and  Tom- 
kins id  thrust  into  a  hole  in  a  thicket  like  a  bt.a:fit." 

"Tnie,  true,"  said  (;n>mwell,  "  tliey  shall  be  re- 
moved to  the  churchyard,  and  every  sohiier  shall 
attend  with  cockades  of  sea-f;re*'n  and  blue  riband - 
Every  one  o(  the  non-com  missione<l  oflTicers  and  ad- 
juiators  shall  have  a  mournim;  scarf;  we  our&elvi-s 
will  lead  the  proc'.'ssion,  and  there  shall  be  a  rri»r<:r 
dole  of  wine,  burnt  brandy,  and  ro8eMiar>'.  St^  that 
it  is  done,  Poarson.  After  the  funeral.  Wof^dsioik 
shall  be  dismantled  and  destroyed,  that  its  r«Kv>.4es 
may  not  again  ati'onl  shelter  to  rebels  and  malig- 
nants." 

The  commands  of  the  General  were  punctually 
obeyt^d,  and  when  the  other  pnsoners  weredisinis^^, 
Albert  Lee  reniainixl  for  some  time  in  custody.  He 
went  abroad  after  his  liberation,  entered  in  King 
Charles's  Guards,  where  he  was  promoted  by  ihat 
monarch.  Rut  his  late,  as  we  snail  Bee  hereafter, 
only  allowed  him  a  short  though  bright  career. 
.  We  ri'lurn  to  the  liberation  of  the  other  r>risom« 
from  Woodstock.  The  two  divines,  completely  rc^ 
conciled  to  each  other,  retreated  arm  in  arm  to  the 

Sarsonage-housc,  formerly  the  residence  of  Doctor 
^ochecliHe,  but  which  he  now  visited  as  the  cihr^t  td 
his  successor,  Nehemiah  Holdenough.  Thelv#by- 
terian  had  no  sooner  installed  his  friend  uniler  his 
roof,  than  he  urged  upon  him  an  offer  to  partake  it, 
and  the  income  an nex(.Hl  to  it,  as  his  own.  Dr.  KtK:he- 
cliffe  was  much  aflected,  hut  wist'ly  rejected  the  genf  r- 
ous  offer,  considering  the  difference  of  their  tenets  mii 
Church  government,  which  each  entertained  as  reli- 
giously as  his  creed.  Another  df4>ate,  though  a  liglit 
one,  on  the  subioct  of  the  office  of  Kishops  in  the 
Primitive  C'hurch,  confirmed  him  in  his  resrdution. 
They  i)arte<l  the  next  day,  and  their  friendship  re- 
mained undisturbed  by  controversy  till  Mr.  H<>lde- 
nough's  death,  in  1653;  a  harmony  which  might  he 
in  some  degree  owing  to  their  never  incetins  aaain 
after  their  imprisonment.  Doctor  Roeheclitfe  was 
restored  to  his  living  after  the  Restoration,  and  as- 
cended from  thence  to  high  clerical  preferment. 

The  inferior  personages  of  the  grand  jail-delivery  at 
Woodstock  Lodge  easily  found  themselves  lemporary 
accommodations  in  the  town  among  old  acriiiaint- 
ance ;  but  no  one  ventured  to  entertain  the  old  knight, 
understooil  to  be  so  much  under  the  displeasure  of  the 
ruling  powers ;  and  even  the  innkeeper  of  the  Geoire, 
who  had  l>een  one  of  his  tenants,  scarce  dared  '^ 
admit  him  to  the  common  uri\-ilegea  of  a  traveller 
who  has  food  and  lodging  lor  his  money.  F.verarti 
attended  him  unrequested,  unpermitted,  out  also  un- 
forbidden. The  heart  of  the  old  man  had  been  turned 
once  more  towards  him  when  he  learned  how  he  had 
behaved  at  the  memorable  rencontre  at  the  Kin^^'s 
Oak,  and  saw  that  he  was  an  object  of  the  enmity, 
rather  than  the  favour  of  Cromwell.  But  there  was 
another  secret  feeling  which  tended  to  reconcile  him 
to  his  riephew— the  consciousness  that  Everard  shared 
with  him  the  deep  anxiety  which  he  experiencod  on  ac- 
count of  his  daughter,  who  had  not  yet  rotunied  from 
her  doubtful  and  perilous  expedition.  He  felt  that  he 
himself  would  pcThaps  be  unable  to  discover  where 
Alice  had  taken  refuge  during  the  Inte  events,  or  to 
obtain  her  deliverance  if  she  was  taken  into  custody. 
He  wished  EvcTanl  to  offer  him  hia  sorvioc  in  making 
a  search  for  her,  but  ahauie  prevented  his  prefierring 
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the  rraue^t ;  and  EverarH,  who  coiHil  not  niflpiTt  the 
aliered  Biatc  uf  his  uncle'ii  mind,  was  afraid  to  make 
the  proposal  of  assistance,  or  even  to  name  the  name 
of-Alicr. 

T\u'.  sun  had  already  act— they  sat  looking  each 
otlier  in  the  face  in  silenre,  when  the  tmrnplinp;  of 
horses  wn«  heard— there  was  knoekins  nt  the  door— 
tiit^re  was  a  li(;ht  stop  on  the  stnir.  and  Alice,  theHul»- 
krt  of  their  Hnxiety,  stood  hefore  them.  ^She  threw 
hi  r«ilf  joyfully  into  her  father's  arms,  who  vlaneed 
his  eye  needfully  nmnd  the  room,  as  he  uaid  in  a  whis- 
per, 'iHall  safe?" 

"  Safe  arul  nut  (»f  danjjrr,  as  I  trust,"  replied  Alice— 
*'  I  have  a  token  for  you." 

Hrr  eye  thon  n-sted  on  Everard- she  blushed,  was 
Cfiibnrni8se<l.  and  silent. 

"  Y'ou  netd  not  fear  your  Pnsbyterian cousin,"  said 
the  kiHuhr,  with  a  giKj<l-humoured  smile,  *'he  lins 
him.«teif  proved  a  conf(.'t:mjr  nt  least  for  loyalty,  and 
rail  the  risk  ol  being  a  martyr." 

She  polled  from  her  lK>flotn  the  royal  rescript. 
^Titti'n  on  a  fmnll  and  soiled  piece  of  paper,  and  tied 
round  with  a  worsted  thrraii  instead  of  a  seal.  Such 
a»  it  was,  Sir  Hcnr>'  ere  heopencd  it  nresst'd  the  little 

{incket  with  Oriental  veneruiion  to  his  lips,  to  his 
lonrt,  to  his  forehead;  and  it  wa^  not  before  a  tear 
had  dropt  on  it  that  he  found  courage  to  open  and  read 
the  biileU    It  was  in  these  words  :— 

"Loyal  oub  muth   eihtemicd   Fbiend,  and   otni 

TBUFTY   Sl'BJECT, 

"It  having  become  known  to  us  that  a  purpose  of 
niarrinire  has  been  cntertainMl  betwixt  Mrs.  Alice 
I^ee.  your  only  daughter,  and  Murkh:iin  pAeinnl,  Esq. 
of  Eversly  (;hase,  her  kniHuinn.  and  by  afliancy  your 
nephew:  Arwi  being  asRind  that  this  match  would 
b«'  highly  agrfc^nble  to  you,  hnd  it  not  been  for  certain 
retttH-eis  to  «»ur  service,  which  induced  you  to  refuse 
your  eousiiii  thereto— We  do  thinlore  acf|un;nt  >'ou, 
lh:it,  far  from  our  nfrairssiitU  rin^  Iiy  »in:\\  nn  alliance, 
we  do  exhort,  and,  so  far  as  w*.'  may,  n  (juire  you  to 
consent  to  the  same,  as  you  would  wish  lodo  us  good 
pleasure,  and  greatly  to  advance  our  afliiirs.  Leaving 
to  yon.  ii«  verihcleSH,  as  IxTometh  a  Christian  King, 
the  full  exercise  of  yoiir  own  discretion  ctmcerning 
other  obstacles  to  such  an  allinnee,  which  may  exist, 
indt'lM  luieiii  of  ihoHi'  crjunceted  vith  our  service. 
Witness  our  hand,  togi-thtr  with  our  thankful  recol- 
lections of  your  gooil  servicta  to  our  late  Royal  Father 
as  Well  us  ourst^lvcs,  '*  C.  R." 

l.on?  and  steadily  did  Sir  Henry  gazeon  the  letter, 
rt)  th:ii  It  might  alnioi«t  si  «m  as  lif  he  were  getting  it 
by  lie:irt.  He  then  phieeii  it  cartfullv  in  his  ixicket- 
b«x»k.  and  askwl  Alice  tbe  account  ijfher  ndventures 
of  ill:;  I'P.eeiiing  night.  Th»'y  were  brietty  t«)l<l.  Their 
nii'iniglit  walk  through  tlie('hns«>  hnd  been  speedily 
niiii  Miifily  nccnm|;|islie(i.  I\(ir  had  tiie  King  once 
in:ii!<'  ili(>  sli/zlitest  ri-liips*'  inio  the  nniighiv  Louis 
K'liuiiuy.  When  she  had  si-en  Charles  and  his  at- 
tinrlaiit  N't  oti*  she  had  taki-n  some  r.-pove  in  theeot- 
ta::-'  w  h.-n-  ihry  parted.  Wiih  th"  morning  came 
n^v^s  lii-it  Wuodetock  was  occupied  by  soldii.TS,  so 
tiMit  r<  iiirii  thither  niiuht  hnvc  l«d  to  danger,  suspi- 
cion, aiui  inquiry.  Aln-e  thin  fure  did  not  atteiimt  it, 
I'lit  weiiT  to  a  lioiiH-  in  the  rn  ighUiurhootl,  inhahifed 
by  a  i:i(l\-  of  (st:dtii>li«fi  loyalty,  whos4>  husband  had 
hi  •  II  iiiaJDr  of  Sir  Henry  I.eeH  regiment,  and  had 
f,il!<  II  at  till-  battle  of  .Vaseby.  Mrs.  Aylmer  was  a 
stiis'l-Ii-  woman,  and  iiKienl  the  nee  ssitien  of  the 
hii:'i.l;ir  tiim-  had  vli.iri-*  iitd  every  one'<i  faculties  for 
;'iiiia!r»iii  ami  intriu'ii*-.  She  cent  a  fnilhfiil  smnnt 
!<<  s(  i»Mf  niNMit  the  iiiaii^ioii  at  WooilsKH-k,  who  no 
h..o::i  r  "iaw  the  prisuiii  rs  d.MnisSHi  and  insafity,  and 
.'is-MiaiMtd  ilie  kniulit's  (ler-tinalion  for  the  evening, 
ih.xn  \.v  cairiid  tlie  news  to  his  mistress,  and  by 
l:«r  iiKJirs  atu-ndid  Aliin*  on  horseback  to  join  lur 
fa:|..r. 

'Ih  re  w'l"  s'  Idom,  p»'rhai»s.  nn  evening  meni  msde 
ill  ^lirli  .':liHiliiu-  Silt  nee  11!*  bv  this  endiannssed  party, 
CM-li  iM-cup.rti  >\iih  tlii-ir  own  tlinugiiis,  and  at  a  loss 
liiw  in  fa;li  >m  lliu.-o  ikf  the  othns.  At  length  the 
hour  I  aiiie  when  .\li(  e  f*  It  In  r«ilf  at  liberty  to  retire 
to  rc;AJtM,>  alter  a  day  no  fatiguing.    Everaru  bindtd 


her  to  the  door  of  her  apartment,  and  was  then  him- 
self atx)ut  to  take  leave,  when,  to  his  surpriMb 
his  uncle  asked  him  to  n>turn,  pointed  toachair. 
and  giving  him  the  King^s  letter  to  read,  fixed 
his  looks  on  him  steadilv  during  the  perusal;  de- 
termined that  if  he  eoufd  discover  auiiht  short  of 
the  utmost  delight  in  the  reading,  the  commands  of 
the  King  himself  should  Ik'  disobeyed,  rather  than 
Alice  should  bo  sacrifidil  to  one  whoreceive<l  not  her 
hand  as  the  gn*atesl  blessing  earth  had  to  liestow. 
But  the  feaiup's  of  Everard  indicated  joyful  hope,  even 
beyond  what  the  father  could  have  anticipated,  yet 
mmglefl  with  surprise ;  aiui  when  he  raisctl  his  eye 
to  the  knight's  with  timidity  and  doubt,  a  smile  wwm 
on  Sir  Henry's  coi:nieiinnce  ns  he  broke  silence. 
"The  Kinc,"  he  said,  "had  he  no  other  subject  in 
England,  should  dispose  nt  will  of  those  uf  the  houM 
of  Lee.  But  mcthinks  the  family  of  Everard  have  not 
been  so  devntf  d  of  late  to  the  erorvn  as  to  comply 
with  a  mandate,  inviting  its  heir  tu  marry  the  daugh- 
ter of  a  beggar." 

"The  daughter  of  Sir  Henry  Lee,"  said  Everardp 
kneeling  to  his  uncle,  and  pt.rforce  kissing  his  handl| 
"  would  grace  the  house  of  a  Duke." 

"The  girl  is  well  enough,"  said  the  knight  proudly  | 
"for  myself,  my  poverty  shall  neither  shame  nor  en- 
croach on  iny  fnends.  Some  few  pieces  1  have  by 
Doctor  RochecliOe's  kindness,  and  Joceline  and  I 
will  strike  out  something." 

"  Nay,  my  dear  uncle,  you  are  richer  than  you  think 
for,"  said  Ev»  rard.  "  That  part  of  your  estate,  which 
my  father  rede^iiicd  for  payment  or  a  modeiatc  coin- 
position,  is  still  your  owri,  and  held  bv  trustees  in 
your  name,  myself  being  one  of  them.  Vou  are  only 
our  debtor  for  an  advance  of  motleys,  for  which,  if  it 
will  conti'nt  you,  we  will  count  with  you  like  usurers. 
My  fatlu  r  is  incapable  of  profiting  by  making  a  bar- 
gain on  his  own  acrount  for  the  estate  of  a  distressed 
friend ;  and  nil  this  you  would  have  learned  long 
since,  but  that  you  would  not— I  mean,  time  did  not 
serve  for  explanation— I  mean" 

"Vou  mean  I  was  too  hot  to  hear  reason,  Mark, 
and  1  believe  it  is  very  tnie.  But  I  think  we  under- 
stand each  other  note.  To-morrow  1  go  with  my 
family  to  Kingston,  where  is  an  old  house  1  may  stiU 
call  mine.  Corne  hither  at  thy  leisure,  Mark,— or  tfay 
bi^st  s|H-ed,  as  thou  wilt— but  come  with  thy  fathern 
consent." 

"  With  mv  father  in  person,"  said  Everard,  "if  yon 
will  p<'rmit." 

"Be  that,"  answered  the  knight,  "as  he  and  yon 
will— I  think  Joceline  will  scarce  shut  the  door  in 
thy  face,  or  Bevis  growl  as  he  did  after  poor  LoiM 
Ki'rneguy.— May,  no  more  rapture^  hut  good-night| 
Mark,  giMKl-night ;  and  if  thou  art  not  tired  with  the 
fatigueof  yestr  rday— why,  if  you  appear  here  at  seven 
in  the  morning,  I  think  we  must  bear  with  your  com- 
pany on  the  Kingst(m  road." 

Once  more  Everard  presscfl  the  knight's  hagd,  en- 
rtssed  B<'viH,  who  n-ceivitl  his  kiiidness  graciously, 
and  went  home  to  dreams  of  happiness,  which  wen 
realizLd,  as  fur  as  this  motley  world  permits,  withina 
few  months  afterwards. 


CHAPTER   XXXVIIL 

-.M>  life  was  ora  piccp. 


ei«iit  ID  your  Mrvico-ilyiuf  at  jnnr  frcL 

DoM  StbaBttsHm 

Yeahs  rush  by  us  like  the  wind.  We  see  not 
whincc  th'.' tddy  comes,  nor  whitherward  it  is  tend- 
iny:,  and  ue  s<('m  oursilves  to  witness  their  fiigfat 
\%itliout  a  sense  that  we  are  changed;  and  yet  Time 
is  Ih  muling  man  of  his  strength,  as  the  winds  rob  Iho 
woods  fif  their  foliage. 

Afte-r  the  mnrringe  of  Alice  and  Markham  Eve- 
rard, the  old  knight  reside<l  near  them,  in  an  ancient 
manor-hous(\  belonsing  to  the  redeemed  portion  of  % 
his  estate,  where  Joceline  and  Pha'be,  now  man  and 
wife,  uith  one  or  tuodoiiiesities,  regulated  the  afl'aira 
of  his  boiisi'liold.  When  he  tiled  of  Shaks^M-are  and 
«oli;i;di'.  In;  was  ever  a  welcome  guest  at  his  son-in- 
law's.  >%  hen*  he  went  the  more  fretpienily  that  Mark- 
ham  uad  given  up  all  concern  in  public  atiiiini  dit- 
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tpproving  of  tlio  forcible  dismlpwil  of  the  ParlinmenT, 
and  mibinitiirii;  to  (Jroinwdrfl  aub£k.<iueni  cjoininn- 
tjoii,  rather  aB  that  wiiich  wnH  the  Icjiscrevil,  than  n» 
to  a  Rovfrnnienl  which  he  n;aanieti  as  l««al.  C'rom- 
wel!  tk-einod  cvtr  willin}»  to  nhow  hiinst'lf  his  friciKJ ; 
but  Ev<*rard,  reat'.ntm^  hij^hly  the  proposal  to  deHv»»r 
up  the  Kin;^.  which  he  conrndenxl  as  an  insult  to  his 
honour,  never  answered  Kurh  advanc<:s,  and  became, 
on  the  contrary,  of  the  opinion,  which  was  now  gene- 
rally prevalent  m  the  nation,  that  a  settled  Kovern- 
ment  could  not  b<>  obtained  without  the  retrall  of  the 
banished  fainiiv.  There  is  no  doubt  tiiat  the  personal 
kindness  which  ho  had  received  from  Charles,  n/n- 
dcred  him  the  more  readily  di.«pos(Mi  to  such  a  nica- 
mire.  He  was  peremptory,  howe%'er,  in  declining  all 
cngasemcnts  durim?  Oliver's  life,  whose  power  he 
considered  as  too  nrmly  fixed  to  be  shaken  by  any 
plots  which  could  be  formed  af;ainst  it 

Mean  time,  VVildrako  continued  to  be  Everard's 
prorecleil  depmdent  as  before,  though  sometimes  the 
connexion  tended  not  a  little  to  hia  in<x>nvenience. 
That  respectable  person,  indeed,  while  he  nMnainiKl 
Stationary  in  his  patron's  house,  or  that  of  the  old 
kniglit,  dtschar?ed  many  little  duties  in  the  family, 
ana  won  Alice's  heart  by  hia  attention  to  the  child- 
ren, teachin;?  the  boys,  of  whom  they  had  thn»<%  to 
ride,  fence,  toss  the  pike,  and  many  similar  exercises; 
and,  above  all,  fillmg  up  a  ^reat  blank  in  her  father's 
existence,  with  wiioin  ne  played  at  chess  and  baek- 
ganmion,  or  read  Shakspeare^  or  was  clerk  to  pray- 
ers when  any  sequestrated  divine  venturtKl  to  read 
the  service  or  the  (Church.  Or  he  found  ^ame  for  him 
while  the  old  ffentteman  continutxl  to  f^  a-sportin^; 
and,  es|)ecially,  he  talked  over  the  stormintf  of  Rri'nt- 
ford,  and  the  battles  of  F/l;,'ebill,  Banbury,  Round  way- 
down,  and  others,  themes  which  the  a^ed  cavalier 
dclightu!  in,  but  which  he  could  not  so  well  enter 
upon  with  Colonel  Kverard,  who  iiad  gained  his  lau- 
rels in  the  Parliament  service. 

The  assistance  which  he  a'ceivcd  from  Wildrake'a 
society  became  more  necessary,  after  Sir  Henry  was 
deprived  of  his  gallant  and  only  son,  who  was  slain 
in  the  fatal  battle  of  Dunkirk,  where,  unhar»pilv', 
English  colours  were  displaytrd  on  botli  the  contend- 
ing sidtHi,  the  French  b^ing  then  allied  with  Oliver, 
who  sent  to  their  aid  a  b(Kly  of  auxiliaries,  and  the 
troops  of  the  banished  Kin^  fiifhiin^  in  behalf  of  the 
Spaniards.  JSir  Henry  receive«l  the  melancholy  news 
like  an  old  man,  that  is,  with  more  external  com- 
posure than  could  have  iK-rn  anticipated.  He  dwelt 
lor  weeks  and  months  on  the  lines  forwarded  by 
the  indefati:j;able  Doctor  RocheclifTe,  superscribed  in 
•mall  letters,  c.  a.,  and  6ubs<^ribed  Louis  Kernejniy, 
ih  which  tbe  writer  conjured  him  toendun;  this  ines- 
timable loss  with  the  greater  firmness,  that  he  bad 
still  left  one  son,  (intimating  himself,)  who  would 
always  regard  him  as  a  father. 

But  in  spire  of  this  balsam,  sorrow  acting  imper- 
ceptibly, and  sucking  the  blow!  like  a  vampire,  seeimnj 
gradually  drying  up  the  springs  of  life;  and,  without 
any  formed  illness,  or  outward  complaint,  the  old 
.  iiian's  slrenuih  and  vigour  gradually  abated,  and  the 
ministry  of  VV'ild rake  pi-oved  daily  more  indisT)ensable. 
■  It  was  not,  howevtr,  always  to  be  had.  The  cava- 
lier was  pne  of  those  happy  r>ersons  whom  a  strong 
constitution,  an  unreflecting  mind,  and  exuberant  spi- 
rits, enable  to  play  through  their  whole  \\\(r9  the  part 
of  a  schoolboy— happy  for  the  moment,  and  careless 
of  consequences. 

Once  or  twice  every  year,  when  he  had  collected  a 
few  pieces,  the  Cavaliero  Wildrake  made  a  start  to 
London,  where,  as  he  described  it,  he  went  on  the 
ramble,  drank  as  much  wine  as  he  could  come  by, 
and  led  a  skddcriti^  life,  to  use  his  own  phrase, 
among  %•  ..stering cavaliers  like  himself,  till  by  some 
rash  si»eccli.  or  wil<l  action,  he  got  into  the  Marshal- 
i  ca,  the  Fleet,  or  some  other  prison,  from  which  be 
^as  to  l»e  delivered  at  the  expense  of  interest,  money, 
an>!  sometimes  a  little  reputation. 

At  length  Cromwell  died,  his  son  resigned  the 
poyernment,  and  the  various  changes  which  followed 
indue«><i  Kverard,  as  will  an  tnany  others,  to  adopt 
mort!  active  nieasiir«*s  in  the  Kiu:j'M  lM2'ialf.  Ev»:rnrd 
eiftu  Miiittcd  cuiididerabie  Bams  for  his  scrvictt,  but 


I  with  the  utmost  caution,  and  corresponding  with  tio 
inieniuHJiate  agent,  but  with  the  Chancrllur  himscit 
to  whom  he  communicated  much  useful  mformalioQ 
upon  public  ail'airs.  With  all  his  prudence  he  was 
very  nearly  engaged  in  the  ineHectual  ri^ngof  Booth 
and  Middfeton  in  the  west,  and  with  great  dirTicuIty 
escaped  from  the  fatal  conscfiuenccct  of  that  ill-timed 
attempt.  After  this,  althougn  the  estate  of  the  king- 
dom was  trebly  unsettled,  yet  no  card  seemed  to 
turn  up  favourable  to  the  royal  cause,  until  the  move- 
ment of  General  Monk  from  Scotland.  Even  thea, 
it  was  when  at  the  point  of  complete  sucu*sa,  thtt 
the  fortunes  of  Charles  seemed  at  a  lower  ebb  than 
ever,  esfHvially  when  intelligence  arrived  at  thtr  little 
Court  which  he  then  kept  in  Brussels,  that  Monk,  oa 
arrivingin  [<ondon,  had  put  himself  under  ihc  orders 
of  the  Parliament. 

It  was  at  this  time,  and  in  the  evening,  while  tbe 
King,  Buckingham,  Wilmot,  and  some  other  gallaats 
of  his  wandering  Court  were  emraiRsl  in  a  conviviAl 
party,  that  the  Chancellor  (Claffj-ndon)  8udd>-tly 
craved  audience,  and  entering  with  less  ciTciiionv 
than  he  would  have  done  at  another  time,  anno<ini-ed 
extraordinary  news.  For  the  messi^nger,  he  said,  he 
could  say  nothing,  saving  that  he  ap{>earet.l  to  have 
dnmk  much,  and  slept  little ;  but  that  he  had  broti^t 
a  sun;  token  of  cretlence  from  a  man  for  whose  faith 
he  would  venture  his  life.  The  King  demanded  to 
see  the  messenger  himself. 

The  man  entered,  with  something  the  manners  of 
a  gentltfinan,  and  more  thos*^  of  a  rakehelly  debau- 
chee—his eyes  swelled  and  inflamed— his  gait  disor- 
di>red  and  stumbling,  partly  through  lack  of  8l><rp, 
partly  tlm)iigh  the  means  he  had  taken  to  t<upport  h^ 
fatii^e.  He  stagsrired  without  ceremony  to  the  head 
of  the  table,  seized  the  King's  hand,  which  he  mum- 
blwl  like  a  piece  of  gingerbread ;  while  Charity  who 
began  to  recollect  him  from  his  mo<le  of  salutation, 
was  not  very  much  pleased  that  their  meeting  should 
have  taken  place  before  so  many  witnesses. 

"I  bring  good  news."  said  the  unci>uth  messenger, 
"  glorious  news !— the  King  shall  enjoy  his  own  again ! 
—My  feet  are  beautiful  on  the  mountains.  Gad.  1 
have  lived  wiih  Presbyterians  till  I  have  cauglit  their 
language  -but  we  are  all  one  man's  children  now- 
all  your  Majesty's  poor  bal»es.  The  Rump  is.  ail  ruinfd 
in  T.ondon— Bonfin-s  flaming,  music  playing,  rumps 
roasting,  healths  drinking,  London  in  a  bfaze  of  lii,'lit 
from  the  Strand  to  Rotherhi the— tankards  clatter- 


^'  We  can  guess  at  that,"  said  the  Duk^  of  Buck- 
ingham. 

"  My  old  friend  Mark  Everard  sent  roe  off  with 
the  news— I'm  a  villain  if  I've  slept  since.  Your 
Majisiv  recollects  me,  I  am  sure.  Your  Maiei^tv 
remembers,  sa— sa— at  the  King's  Oak,  at  Wood- 
stock?— 

'  0,  w«*1l  danc*  and  iiinr  and  plar, 

For  'twill  (>«•  A  jori»uii  (lay 

WlHjn  the  Kinir  <hall  eojoy  hia  own  tfain.*  * 

"  Master  Wildrake,  I  remember  you  well,"  said  the 
King.    "I  tnist  the  good  news  is  certain  ?" 

"Certain  !  your  Majesty ;  did  I  not  hear  the  bell** 
—did  I  not  sec  the  bonfires  ?— did  I  not  drink  yo'.;r 
Majesty's  health  so  often,  that  my  legs  would  scarce 
carr>'  me  to  the  wharf  7  It  is  ascvrtain  as  that  I  urn 
poor  Roger  Wildrake  of  Squattl,.»sea-merc,  Lincoln." 

The  Duke  of  Buckingham  here  whispered  to  the 
King,  "  I  have  always  suspected  your  Majesty  kept 
odd  company  during  the  escape  from  Worcester,  but 
this  sivms  a  rare  sample." 

"  Why,  pretty  much  like  yourself,  and  other  compa- 
ny I  have  kei»i  here  ao  many  years— as  stout  a  heirt, 
as  empty  a  head,"  said  ('harles— "as  much  Incfi, 
though  somewhat  tarnished,  as  much  brass  on  the 
brow,  and  neariy  as  much  copper  in  the  pocket." 

"  1  wouhi  your  Majesty  would  intrust  this  messen- 
ger of  go<Hj  news  with  me,  to  get  the  truth  out  of  him," 
said  Buckingham. 

"Thank  your  Grace,"  replied  the  King;  "but  he 

has  a  will  as  well  as  yourself,  and  such  seldom  agree. 

My  Lord  Chancellor  hath  wisdom,  and  to  that  wo 

mi'isi  trust  ours«*Ivps.— Mast'.T  Wildrake,  you  will  ga 

i  with  my  Lord  Chancellor,  who  will  bring  us  a  n^ijirt 
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of  your  ud'mf^ ;  mf^an  time,  I  asiure  joa  that  you 
■hall  Ite  DO  loser  for  heing  the  first  meucagcr  of  xood 
Dews."  So  saying,  he  gave  a  aignal  to  the  Cnan- 
cellur  to  take  away  Wilarake»  whom  he  judged,  in 
hifl  present  humour,  to  be  not  unlikely  to  communi- 
cate some  former  passages  at  Woodstock,  which 
might  rather  entertain  than  edify  the  wits  of  his 
court. 

Corroboration  of  the  joyful  intelligence  soon  ar- 
rived, and  Wildrakc  was  presented  with  a  handsome 
gratuity  and  small  pension,  which,  by  the  King^s  spe- 
cial de!*ire,  had  no  duty  whatever  attached  to  it. 

Shortly  aAcTwards,  all  England  was  engaged  in 
chorusing  his  favourite  ditty— 

"  O,  the  twentf-ninth  of  IAbj, 

It  wu  a  rloriuos  day. 

When  Um  King  dideojorhiAown  aeslii.** 

On  that  m»*nionibIe  dav.  the  Kins:  prepared  ro  make 
his  progress  trom  Kocnester  lo  Lououn,  witn  a  recep- 
tion on  the  part  of  his  subjects  so  unanimously  cor- 
dial, as  made  him  say  gayly,  it  must  have  been  his 
own  fault  to  stay  so  long  away  from  a  country  where 
his  arrival  gave  so  much  joy.  On  horseback,  be- 
twixt his  brothers,  the  Dukes  of  York  and  Glouces- 
ter, the  R^'stored  Monarch  trode  slowly  over  roads 
strewn  with  flowers—by  conduits  running  wine,  under 
triumphal  arches,  and  through  streets  hung  with  ta- 
pestry. There  were  the  citizens  in  various  bands, 
come  arrayed  in  coats  of  black  velvet,  with  cold 
chains ;  some  in  military  suits  of  cloth  of  gold,  or 
cluth  uf  silver,  followed  By  all  thooe  craftsmen,  who, 
having  hooted  the  father  from  Whitehull,  had  now 
come  to  shout  the  son  into  possession  of  his  ances- 
tral palace.  On  his  progress  through  Blackheath,  he 
Iiassc'd  that  army,  which,  so  long  formidable  to  Eng- 
and  herself,  as  well  as  to  Europe,  had  been  the  means 
of  restoring  the  Monarchy,  which  their  own  hands 
had  di-stroyed.  As  the  King  passed  the  last  files  of 
this  formiaable  host,  he  came  to  an  open  part  of  the 
bcaih,  wImtc  niany  persons  of  quality,  with  others  of 
inferior  rank,  had  stationed  themselves  to  gratulate 
him  as  he  passed  towards  the  capital. 

Thrre  wnsone  group,  however,  which  attractetlpe- 
culinr  attention  from  those  around,  on  account  of 
the  respect  shown  to  the  party  by  the  soldiers  who 
kept  the  ground,  and  who,  whether  Cavaliers  or 
Uoundheads,  seemed  to  contest  emulously  whirh 
should  contribute  most  to  their  accommodation  ;  for 
both  ttie  elder  and  younger  gentlemen  of  the  party 
had  Ihx'U  distinguished  in  the  Civil  War. 

It  uas  a  family  irmup,  of  which  the  principal  figure 
was  an  old  man  stated  in  a  chair,  having  a  compla- 
cent smile  on  his  face,  and  a  ttar  swelling  to  his  f.ye, 
ny  hf  p:iw  the  hnnmrs  wove  on  in  interminable  suc- 
cession, ami  III  :ird  the  multitude  shouting  the  lone 
sil»iioed  acclafiiation,  "  God  save  King  Charlis  I 
His  check  was  ashy  pale,  and  his  long  Iwanl  bleached 
liki'  the  thistle  down ;  his  blue  eye  was  cloudless,  yet 
it  VI ns  obvious  that  its  vision  wus  failing.  His  mo- 
tions were  f»'<'bli',  and  he  spoke  linle,  except  when  he 
answenil  the  |)ra(tle  of  his  gnnidenildi;en,  or  asked 
a  quisiion  of  his  daughter,  who  sat  beside  him,  ma- 
tured in  matronly  beauty,  or  of  Colonel  Evorard, 
w  li.»  PtofKl  beliin<l.  There,  to(»,  the  stout  ytt)man.  Jo- 
ci-'ine  JolifTc,  still  in  his  silvan  dn  ss,  leaned,  like  a 
preond  Benniah.  on  the  qunrlerstatl  that  had  done 
tile  Kim;  goo^l  service  in  ils  day,  and  his  wife,  a  bux- 
om iiia{n)n  as  she  had  been  a  pn  tty  maiden,  laughed 
Qt  Ik  r  own  coiisfqueiice;  and  ever  and  anon  joined 
her  Hiiriil  Holes  lo  the'  stentorian  hnlK>o  which  her 
hi>l>nii(l  added  to  the  g(  neral  exclamation. 

Three  fine  btysnnd  two  [iretty  girls  prattled  around 
their  irrandfjither,  who  tnade  inem  such  answers  as 
Piiil«^l  iheir  ojie,  and  repeati'dly  passed  his  withered 
hand  over  the  f:iir  locks  of  the  little  darlings,  while 
Alice,  a^sjfJtiMl  by  Wildrakc,  (blazing  in  a  splendid 
«lriss,  ami  his  I'vi's  washed  with  only  a  single  cup  of 
canary,)  took  utl'  the  children's  attention  from  time 
K;  time,  hst  ihcy  should  wtary  their  grandfather. 
Wo  must  not  oiult  one  other  n'markable  figure  in  the 
grmjp— a  lii^antic  dou  m  nieh  bon»  the  signs  of  U-ing 
at  I  lie  i».\treniiiy  of  canine  life,  b<'ing  perhaps  fifteen 
or  sixin  n  \ear*<  t»ld.  Hiit  though  exhibiting  the  ruin 
oolv  of  Ins  former  appcumucc,  his  eyes  dim,  his  joiuts 


stiff,  his  bead  slouched  down,  and  his  gallant  csrriagt 
and  graceful  motions  exchanged  for  a  stiff,  rheuma- 
tic, hobbling  gait,  the  noble  hound  had  lost  none  of 
his  instinctive  fondness  for  his  master.  To  lie  by 
Sir  Henry*8  feet  in  the  summer  or  by  the  fire  in  win- 
ter, to  raise  his  head  to  look  on  him,  to  lick  his  with- 
ered hand  or  his  shrivelled  cheek  from  time  to  timcy 
seemed  now  all  that  Bevis  lived  for. 

Three  or  four  livery-servants  attended  to  protect  this 
group  from  the  thronging  multitude;  but  it  needed 
not.  The  high  respectability  and  unpretending  sim 
plicity  of  their  appearance  gave  them,  even  in  the 
eyes  of  the  coarsest  of  the  people:  an  air  of  patri- 
archal dignity,  wliieh  commandeil  general  regard | 
and  they  sat  upon  the  bank  which  thoy  had  cnosen 
for  their  station  by  the  wayside,  ab  undisturbed  as  if 
they  had  been  in  their  own  park. 

And  now  the  distant  clarions  announced  the  Royal 
Presence.  Onward  came  pursuivant  and  trumpet 
—onward  came  plumes  and  cloth  of  gold,  and  waving 
standards  displayed,  and  swords  gleaming  to  the 
sun ;  and  at  length,  heading  a  group  of  the  noblest  in 
England,  and  supported  by  liis  royal  brothers  on  either 
side,  onward  came  King  Chnrles.  He  had  already 
halted  more  than  once,  in  kindness  perhaps  as  well 
as  policy,  to  exchange  a  word  with  persons  whom  he 
recognised  among  the  spectators,  and  the  shouts  of 
the  bystanders  applauded  a  courtesy  which  seemed 
so  well  timed.  But  when  he  had  gazed  an  instant  on 
the  party  we  have  described,  it  was  impossible,  if 
even  Alice  had  b»»en  too  much  changed  to  be  recog- 
nised, not  instantly  to  know  Bevis  and  his  venerable 
master.  The  Monarch  spninc  from  his  horee,  and 
walked  instantly  up  to  the  old  Knight,  amid  thunder- 
ing acclamations  which  arose  from  the  multitudes 
around,  when  they  saw  Charles  with  his  own  hand 
oppose  thefei'ble  attempts  of  the  old  man  to  rise  to 
do  him  homage.  Gently  replacing  him  on  his  seat 
— "  Bless,"  he  said,  "father— bless  vour  son,  who  has 
rc-turned  m  safety,  as  you  blessed  him  when  he  do* 
parted  in  danger. 

"  May  God  bless— and  preserve"— muttered  the  old 
man,  overcome  by  his  feelings ;  and  the  King,  to  give 
him  a  few  moments'  repose,  turned  to  Alice— 

"And  you,"  he  said,  my  fair  guide,  how  have  yon 
been  employed  since  our  perilous  night-walk  7  But  I 
need  not  ask,"  glancing  nmnd—  in  the  stn'icc  of 
King  and  Kingdom,  bringing  up  subjects  as  loyal  as 
their  ancestors.- A  fair  lineage,  by  my  faith,  and  a 
beautiful  sight  to  the  eye  of  an  English  Kinjp!— Col- 
onel Everard.  we  shall  see  you,  T  tnist,  at  Whitehall  1 
Hem  he  nodded  to  Wildrake.  "  And  thou,  Joceline. 
thou  canst  hold  thy  quarter-staff  with  one  hand,  sure  1 
—Thrust  forward  the  other  palm." 

Looking  down  in  slieer  ba^hfulness,  Joceline,  like 
a  bull  about  to  push,  extcndeil  to  the  King,  over  his 
lady's  shoulder,  a  hand  as  broad  and  hanl  as  a  wood- 
en trencher,  which  the  King  filh^  with  gold  coins. 
"  Buy  a  headgear  for  my  friend  Phn-be  with  some  of 
these,"  said  Charles:  "she  too  has  been  doing  her 
duty  to  Old  England.'' 

The  King  then  turned  once  more  to  the  knight, 
who  seemed  making  an  etitjrt  to  speak.  He  look 
his  a^:ed  hand  in  Iwth  his  own,  and  stooped  his  head 
towards  hint  to  catch  his  accents,  while  the  old  man, 
detaining  him  with  the  other  hand,  said  something 
faltering,  of  which  Charles  could  only  catch  the  quo- 
tation— 

"  UnthrMd  the  rude  eye  of  rcl>eIlion, 

And  welcome  Immrc  a^Hin  diiicarded  fliitli.** 

Extricating  hnns«'lf,  tliereforc,  as  gently  as  possible^ 
from  a  scene  which  began  to  grow  nainlully  embar- 
rassing!, th(!  good-natured  Kins  said,  speaking  with 
unusual  distinctness  to  insure  the  old  man's  compre- 
hending him,  "This  is  something  too  public  a  place 
for  all  we  have  to  sny.  But  if  you  come  not  soon  to 
«'e  King  Charles  ai  Whitehall,  he  will  s«'nd  down 
Louih  Kerneguy  to  visit  you,  that  you  may  see  how 
rational  that  mischievous  lad  is  oecome  since  his 
travels." 

So  saying,  he  once  more  pressed  affectionately  the 
old  inaTrs  hand,  bowed  to  Alice  and  all  around,  and 
withdiew;  Sir  Henry  Lee  lisieinii^  with  z  smile, 
which  showed  he  cumpreheudeU  the  gracious  tcudenc/ 
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of  what  had  been  fraid.  The  nM  mnn  leaned  back  on 
his  seat,  and  muttuit^d  the  Nunc  dimittat. 

"Exciii*.^  nie  for  having  made  voii  wnii,  mv  lords," 
said  the  king  as  he  mounted  nis  horse;  '  Indeed, 
had  it  not  been  for  these  good  folks,  you  nu«;ht  hnve 
ivaitcd  for  me  long  enough  to  little  purpose.— 3Iuvo 
on,  sirs." 

Tiie  array  moved  on  accordingly :  the  sound  of 
trumpets  and  drums  u^^nin  rose  amid  the  arelnm.i- 
tionRi  which  hnd  been  silent  while  the  King  stopped; 
while  the  efTect  of  the  wholn  proceHsion  resumin;; 
its  motion,  was  so  splendidlv  dazzlins;.  that  evr>n 
Alice's  anxiety  about  her  father's  hf>nltn  was  for  a 
moment  suspendnd,  while  her  eye  followed  the  long 
line  of  varied  brilliancy  that  proceeded  over  the 
heath.  When  she  lookt^f]  again  at  tSir  Henr)',  she 
was  startlf'd  to  S4>i>  that  his  cheek,  which  hud  Tjaiiicd 
§omc  colour  during  his  conversation  with  the  King, 
had  relapsed  into  earthy  pAlrnefS ;  that  his  eyes  were 
doaed,  and  opened  not  a^iiiii :  and  that  his  features 


expressed,  amid  their  quietude,  a  rigidity  which  is  not 
that  of  sleep.  They  ran  to  his  assistance,  \n\  it 
was  too  late.  The  light  that  burned  so  low  in  the 
socket,  hnd  leaped  up,  and  expired,  in  one  exliiiara 
ting  flash. 

The  rest  must  be  conceived.  I  have  only  to  add 
that  his  faithful  dog  did  not  survive  li:m  many  davii; 
and  that  the  inini^c  of  Hevis  lief;  earvi.ij  at  \i\?  mas- 
ter's feet,  on  the  tomb  which  wns  erected  to  tht  Mem- 
ory of  Sir  Henry  Lkc  of  Ditchlcy.» 

•  It  inay  iiitprMt  101119  n>Adera  to  know,  lltat  Berin.  ti)»  ntint 
hound,  one  of  the  liandfoim^^t  and  ini>*l  aciive  of  tr.c  •fic-eat 
Hirlil.-md  ite*T-h'iuad<i,  liad  Inn  pnitot>-|«  in  a  do  <ruil>  d  M.i  ol 
I  he  tfifi  of  the  lat^*  Clii««f  oi  G'Miifarr)'  t»»  fho  ,iiir!»«ir.  A  t.»jUTiful 
^ftrti  uf  him  w-an  madK  by  l-UJMin  L.andriefr.  and  n^f^'v-J'iii 
encraviHi.  I  rann'd  iiui)|in>i>«(  l be  avowal  urwinie  iKT*ir.a-  vanur 
whfsn  I  iDfntMin.  tlint  a  fnrnd,  piiiiy  Um*U};h  Muiii'.-li.  t>i'-K<*j| 
up  a  common  KriufTtxiv,  Mirh  an  nre  **}h\  fur  iirst^  fni'if.  riTi  nt>i-li 
wa^diiiplayifd  tlie  fonnonhi*  ved-ran  ra\<nini'*.  Miin]-.>  iinrRf^ 
an  Dcr  li^blunc  huiid  von  WaiiKr  t!*c»ti.  Mr.  Lami^et  r  « laiDiiof 
u  at  Blair-Adam,  \\w  property  of  my  vcntrnhi^  (tMoA.  Ui 
Rifht  Hoooumble  Lord  Cluef  ConimiAaiuiHir  Adojn. 
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